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I'ront Cover: Alexander Strauss, of Pawtucket, President of the Congregation ol
the Sons of Isracl and David from 1878 to 1897, advanced from private in Co. A,
First Battalion, Rhode Island Cavalry to the rank of Major in 27 years. His services
were recognized and praised at a banquet and testimonial by his staff and old military
comrades when he was leaving Providence in 1897. His Son, Dr. Abraham Strauss,
was First Licutenant in the Harvard Medical Corps in France in the First World War.,
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TOURO CADETS AND TOURO GUARDS

THE AUTHORS OF Jews In American Wars, published by the Jewish
War Veterans of the United States of America, mention the Jewish
Welfare Board {p. 100) organized in 1917 but omit any mention of
Col. Harry Cutler of Providence, who was its president during the War,
a delegate to the Paris Peace Conference, recipient of the Gold Medal
of Honor from France, the Distinguished Service Medal from the War
Department of the United States, and for whom a New York War
Veterans Post was named. ‘“Vanity of vanities,” saith the preacher,
“Vanity of vanities; all is vanity.”

Belatedly and incidentally (pp. 103-4) the authors disclose that the
motive for publishing material about the military contribution of Jews
is to offset propaganda such as that inspired by totalitarians, particularly
that used with “characteristic cunning and malice” by the Nazis in the
now familiar technique of the “Big Lie,” repeated over and over again
“to set the American Jew apart from his fellow citizens.”

The calumny that Jews would not serve their country was first raised
in the United States in 1891 in a letter printed in the North American
Review by a former Civil War soldier in which he wrote that he never
met a Jewish soldier or anyone in the service who had. The “Gay
Nineties” were not days of gaiety for Jews. It was the period of the
pogroms in Russia, when waves of anti-Semitism were at their peak in
Germany and France (Dreyfus affair). Jewish refugees from Eastern
Europe were pouring into the United States and American Jews were
straining their individual and collective strength to cope with the prob-
lems created by this influx.

The Hon. Simon Wolf, President of the B’nai B’rith, an official in
Washington, D. C,, feeling that it was obligatory to answer the letter in
the North American, sent a statement to the magazine which they
refused to print on the curious grounds that they had received so many
replies that they had decided to publish none. However, Wolf’s state-
ment was published in the Washington Post, was widely copied by other
newspapers and was generally favorably received. Wolf received so
much information from Jews who had served in the United States War,
and from their families, friends, heirs and descendants that he engaged
in additional, independent research and published, The American Jew
as Patriot, Soldier and Citizen. The agitation aroused by the Dreyfus
affair in France and Wolf’s work inspired Jewish citizens in many
Jewish communities in the United States to form voluntary military
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