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T O U R O CADETS AND T O U R O GUARDS 

T H E AUTHORS OF Jews In American Wars, published by the Jewish 
War Veterans of the United States of America, mention the Jewish 
Welfare Board (p. 100) organized in 1917 but omit any mention of 
Col. Harry Cutler of Providence, who was its president during the War, 
a delegate to the Paris Peace Conference, recipient of the Gold Medal 
of Honor from France, the Distinguished Service Medal from the War 
Department of the United States, and for whom a New York War 
Veterans Post was named. "Vanity of vanities," saith the preacher, 
"Vanity of vanities; all is vanity." 

Belatedly and incidentally (pp. 103-4) the authors disclose that the 
motive for publishing material about the military contribution of Jews 
is to offset propaganda such as that inspired by totalitarians, particularly 
that used with "characteristic cunning and malice" by the Nazis in the 
now familiar technique of the "Big Lie," repeated over and over again 
"to set the American Jew apart from his fellow citizens." 

The calumny that Jews would not serve their country was first raised 
in the United States in 1891 in a letter printed in the North American 
Review by a former Civil War soldier in which he wrote that he never 
met a Jewish soldier or anyone in the service who had. The "Gay 
Nineties" were not days of gaiety for Jews. It was the period of the 
pogroms in Russia, when waves of anti-Semitism were at their peak in 
Germany and France (Dreyfus affair). Jewish refugees from Eastern 
Europe were pouring into the United States and American Jews were 
straining their individual and collective strength to cope with the prob-
lems created by this influx. 

The Hon. Simon Wolf, President of the B'nai B'rith, an official in 
Washington, D. C., feeling that it was obligatory to answer the letter in 
the North American, sent a statement to the magazine which they 
refused to print on the curious grounds that they had received so many 
replies that they had decided to publish none. However, Wolf's state-
ment was published in the Washington Post, was widely copied by other 
newspapers and was generally favorably received. Wolf received so 
much information from Jews who had served in the United States War, 
and from their families, friends, heirs and descendants that he engaged 
in additional, independent research and published, The American Jew 
as Patriot, Soldier and Citizen. The agitation aroused by the Dreyfus 
affair in France and Wolf's work inspired Jewish citizens in many 
Jewish communities in the United States to form voluntary military 
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organizations and one of these was the Touro Cadets of Providence. 
Judah and Abraham Touro were noted for their philanthropy in the 

United States. Sir Moses Montefiore, an English Jew, was not only 
noted for his good works throughout the world but was revered as a 
devout, observing Jew. The first charitable organization in Providence, 
Montefiore Lodge Ladies' Hebrew Benevolent Association (1877) per-
petuated his name and is still in existence. In 1889 the Moses Monte-
fiore Association of Providence was organized, to be followed by another 
association the following year by the same name with the number 
"Two." A year later the Young Men's Montefiore Society was formed. 

The Touro Cadets were incorporated in 1897 by Louis Schoenberg, 
Samuel Cohen, Samuel M. Robinson, Himan Lipshitz, and Jacob A. 
Robinson "for literary, scientific, social and charitable purposes" from 
the younger members of the Montefiore Societies. The corps consisted 
of two platoons aggregating 67 men. Their drillmaster was "Captain" 
Reilly, whose vocation was that of barber in "Jewtown." Under his 
wing, the drill corps competed in New York and won a cup, which 
was the occasion for a week long celebration on their return. The trip 
to New York was made by the boat and the voyage was rough. Aware 
of the fact that the floor of the hall would be slippery, the Touro Cadets 
wore rubbers. The well-drilled corps marched and executed their move-
ments in silence and with precision in response to the metallic clicks of 
a snapper in the palm of Captain Reilly. 

At the outbreak of the Spanish-American War, the Touro Cadets 
offered their services as a body but were told by Gov. Elisha Dyer to 
enlist as individuals. At three o'clock in the morning of July 3, 1898, 
all military organizations were summoned by signal of bells which 
pealed eleven times, twice repeated, at short intervals. Forty-five out 
of sixty-seven Cadets turned out within half an hour and were on the 
street in full uniform by 5 a.m. in front of their headquarters on Canal 
Street. The lineup of militia extended down Smith and Canal Streets 
from the State House. Adjutant Sackett called the roll, after which 
the men were dismissed and the Cadets returned to their quarters where 
they remained to celebrate the 4th of July after putting in a plentiful 
supply of provisions customary for such an occasion. 

The Touro Cadets held balls and outings which were very popular. 
Rabbi David Blaustein of the Congregation of the Sons of Israel and 
David is today remembered for the talk which he gave at one of their 
gatherings. The Convention of Jewish Societies for promoting physical 


