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1947-48) and the American Medical Association. He was a diplomate
of the American Board of Radiology and a Fellow of the American
College of Physicians (a unique honor for a radiologist) and of the
American College of Radiology. A past president (1932-33) of the
New England Roentgen Ray Society, he was a member of the American
Roentgen Ray Society, the American Radium Society and the Radiological Society of North America. Swedish and British Radiological
Societies honored him with nonresident membership.
Dr. Gerber retired from office practice in 1944, but his interest in his
vocation did not flag. He renewed his active affiliation with Rhode
Island Hospital, where his services were welcomed during the manpower shortage of the World War. Traveling daily to the hospital,
he spent his mornings, sitting in a wheelchair, reading X-ray films and
giving freely of his wise counsel. He carried on with these duties until
1948, when he finally withdrew from active practice. Following his
retirement he continued to appear at medical meetings and conferences
and was often called upon to contribute from his great experience and
prodigious reading. His innate modesty rarely permitted him to make
a display of his comprehensive grasp of medicine or his encyclopedic
knowledge of radiology, but these were known to all.
In 1948 for the purpose of recognizing their distinguished colleague,
the members of the Miriam Hospital Staff Association established an
annual lectureship in his honor, to be called the Dr. Isaac Gerber Oration. The speaker would be an outstanding member of the medical
profession. It is said that Dr. Gerber was the only Rhode Island physician, and one of the few in the United States, to be recognized during
his lifetime by the establishment under his name of a permanent lectureship dedicated to the propagation of medical science. At first he attempted to dissuade his colleagues from embarrassing him with this
unusual accolade. He relented eventually, however, and remarked:
"If you want to give me the flowers while I'm still alive, they won't
smell any less sweet."
O n the occasion of the first lecture, at which he was present, he
remarked: "It felt like reading your own obituary, assuming anybody
could really know what that would feel like." 18 It was held on March
10, 1948 in the library of the Rhode Island Medical Society on Francis
Street, and was delivered by Dr. Merrill Sosman of Boston. T h e proceedings incident to this exercise have been recorded in the Rhode
Island Medical Journal for May 1948. T h e eloquence and charm of
Dr. Sosman's preliminary remarks and of the accompanying editorial
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comment merit their repetition here:
" O n March 10, 1948 the Miriam Hospital staff inaugurated an
annual oration to be known as the Dr. Isaac Gerber Oration. We
who have known Doctor Gerber these many years might comment at
length on his accomplishments, but it is doubtful that we could pay
a more eloquent tribute that than of Dr. Merrill C. Sosman, director
of the department of radiology at the Peter Bent Brigham Hospital,
Boston, which we quote below. To this tribute we add the sincere
appreciation of the Rhode Island Medical Society to the staff of
Miriam Hospital for its thoughtful action in honoring a Fellow of
our Society for whom we all have the greatest admiration.
— T h e Editors"
The following is Dr. Sosman's tribute:
"It is a pleasure and a privilege to be with you tonight, and a great
honor to be invited to give the first Isaac Gerber lecture. We, in
Boston, have known Dr. Gerber for many years and have admired him
not only for his ability and his learning, but also for his indomitable
courage. He rarely misses any of the important medical meetings in
Boston, even during the height of our beautiful winter season, and it
is always a stimulus to see him in the audience. His desire to learn,
his thirst to acquire knowledge have characterized him ever since I
have known him.
"Dr. Gerber is essentially a Bostonian, transplanted to the salubrious
soil and climate of suburban Providence. He was born in Boston,
educated in the Boston English High School, Harvard College and
Harvard Medical School, where my researches reveal that he was
graduated cum laude. He was an intern at the Boston City Hospital
and it was there that his future career was determined, but without
his realizing it until several years later. At the City Hospital he came
into contact with, and fell under the spell of, Francis H. Williams
who first interested him in the strange new x-rays, particularly their
use in examining the heart and lungs of the patients on his wards.
Those of you who knew Dr. Williams will remember what an enthusiast he was, — quiet, scholarly and thorough, but a missionary in
thought and deed in those benighted days when physicians thought
they could diagnose with the stethoscope!
"Having been inoculated with the virus of Roentgenology, Dr.
Gerber exposed himself to still further infection by studying with
Levy-Dorn in Berlin, Haudck and Holzknecht in Vienna, and was a
friend and co-worker with Arthur Schueller at the Allgemeine Krankenhaus where his interest in cranial roentgenology was aroused. That
was in 1912, the year that Christian and Cushing and their associates
toured Europe with the purpose of obtaining ideas and perhaps men
for the new Peter Bent Brigham Hospital, about to be opened in Boston
the following year. But for a missed appointment with Cushing, Dr.
Gerber might have been the new Roentgenologist at my hospital,
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and then I would not have been here on this happy occasion.
"It is unnecessary to remind you, I am sure, that Dr. Gcrber gently
metastasized to Providence in 1914 (the first physician in this state
to limit his practice to Roentgenology), and of how much he has done
for medicine and Roentgenology in the 34 years since he has been
one of you. For several years he maintained a base of operation in
Boston, but finally recognizing the superior virtues of Providence
severed official connection with his native town and has since concentrated his effort in your city. He was active in establishing the department of radiation therapy at the Boston City Hospital in 1924, and
a similar one at Pondville Hospital in 1927. He is or has been on the
staffs of most of the hospitals in Rhode Island, belongs to all of our
national radiological societies, is a life member of the British Institute
of Radiology and is currently, I understand, a Vice-President of the
Rhode Island Medical Society. His contributions to the medical
literature have been numerous and varied, and I know of no one in
our X-ray Societies who has as thorough a knowledge of radiological
literature as Dr. Gerber.
"Dr. Gerber has always been an Index Medicus and a peripatetic
library for our radiological meetings and clinics not only in New
England but all over the country. . . ."
Dr. Gerber's graceful and modest response follows:
"There is very little that one can say in response to such eulogies
as have been heaped on me tonight. You all realize of course that this
is an extremely unusual occasion, at least from my point of view.
"Named lectures generally have been inaugurated in honor of
individuals who have already passed on. In the present instance my
colleagues and friends of the Miriam Hospital staff have chosen
figuratively to send me flowers while I am still around and able to
enjoy their fragrance and beauty. It is certainly not for me to decry
their choice.
"The idea of the annual lectureship in itself is indeed a most admirable one. It is a fitting way of having the hospital, now well along
in its third decade of service, shows its appreciation of being a real part
of the medical community of Rhode Island.
"As for myself, I can only state that I am indeed extremely appreciative of the high honor that has been given to me by attaching
my name to this projected series of lectures. I am also greatly touched
personally by this overwhelming indication of friendliness and esteem
on the part of my colleagues in the Miriam Hospital.
" I know that you have not gathered here tonight to listen to me.
I do not feel that I should encroach further on the speaker's time, and
wish once more to express my deepest thanks for this tremendous
honor."
Until his death Dr. Gerber attended the lectures. As of this writing
nine orations have been delivered by a distinguished roster of nation-
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ally known physicians, the last on October 17, 1956. In recent years
it has been the custom to hold this exercise on the third Wednesday of
October in the auditorium of Miriam Hospital.
Dr. Gerber died on February 17, 1952 of coronary thrombosis following a long and painful siege of sciatic pain associated with his illness.
His progressive paralysis, which had continually baffled neurologists
and which had been ascribed to radiation injury of his spinal cord, was
found after his death to have been caused by a benign cord tumor. It is
an irony of fate that this brilliant diagnostician succumbed to an ailment which could have been cured had the correct diagnosis been
made.
Long a member of The Congregation of the Sons of Israel and David
(Temple Beth-El), he is buried in the Reservoir Avenue Cemetery.
Fie is survived by Mrs. Gerber and a married daughter. Obituaries
have appeared in the Journal of the American Medical Association, the
Rhode Island Medical Journal, the A?inals of Internal Medicine, Radiology, the American Journal of Roentgenology and the British Journal
of
Roentgenology.19
In the years immediately following the arrival of Dr. Gerber, Drs.
Boris Joseph Sohn ( 1 9 1 5 ) , Leo Cohen ( 1 9 1 6 ) , Myer Arthur Persky
( 1 9 1 6 ) , Benjamin Harry Abraham ( 1 9 1 9 ) , established practices in
Providence. According to the annual reports of Rhode Island Hospital, a number of Jewish physicians were added to the out-patient
("externe") staff of that hospital: Abe Arthur Brown (Ear, Nose and
Throat 1920), Samuel I. Kennison (Pediatrics 1921), Nathan A .
Bolotow (Ear, Nose and Throat 1922), Louis I. Kramer (Skin 1 9 2 3 ) ,
Maurice Adelman (Pediatrics 1923), Henry L. C. Weyler (Medicine
1924), Harold Libby (Medicine 1925), Benjamin S. Sharp (Ear,
Nose and Throat 1925), Banice Feinberg (Pediatrics 1925), and Herman A. Winkler (Ear, Nose and Throat 1926). Dr. Adelman was the
first of this group to be promoted to the in-patient house service (Assistant Visiting Physician in Pediatrics 1926). A number of these men
eventually became senior members of the visiting staff of that hospital.
Dr. Banice Feinberg is now Chief of Pediatrics. Dr. Kennison later
became established in psychiatry, Dr. Kramer in Internal Medicine
and Dr. Libby in Obstetrics and Gynecology. 20
Late in the year 1923 the Jewish doctors of Rhode Island, in order
to satisfy a need for a fuller academic life and to foster closer social ties,
formed the Jacobi Medical Club. 21 They were also anticipating the
opening (late in 1925) of the new Miriam Hospital and were organ-
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ized to assist in the planning and staffing of that institution. T h e early
records of the club have been lost. T h e name first appears, however,
in the minutes of T h e Miriam Hospital Association for Dec. 1, 1923,
probably soon after establishment of the club. Its first president was
Dr. M a x B. Gomberg and its first secretary-treasurer was Dr. Joseph B.
Webber. T h e club was invited to send a committee to a Gentlemen's
Night sponsored by T h e Miriam Hospital Association to be held on
December 16, 1923 to acquaint the male members of the community
with the plans for a new hospital. O n January 9, 1924 the Second
x\nnual Ball of T h e Miriam Hospital Association was held in the Arcadia Ballroom. The souvenir program for that occasion contained a full
page advertisement purchased by the club. It met at regular intervals
for a number of years, sometimes combining the scientific business with
a good dinner. O n the whole the meetings were of excellent quality,
and speakers of reputation were invited not only from Providence, but
from medical centers in Boston and elsewhere. Early in W o r l d W a r II
(probably late in 1940) its activities were suspended because many of
its members were joining the Armed Forces and because its academic
functions were being replaced by the developing Miriam Hospital.
Although it had been assumed that its activities would someday be
resumed, this did not come to pass.
T h e need for a Jewish hospital in the community had been felt for
a number of years. M a n y of the early residents were recent immigrants,
troubled by strange customs, the language barrier, different culinary
habits, and the restrictions of the Kosher diet. Consequently, they were
often uncomfortable in institutions not of their choice. It would be
many years, however, before such a facility could be provided.
In the meantime, provision had to be made for these patients in
existing institutions. T h e chief burden of this responsibility fell upon
R h o d e Island Hospital. Beginning in 1891 there appeared in the
annual reports of that hospital 22 a contribution of seventy dollars from
the "Jewish Societies of Providence." After sustaining this level for
several years, it fell off to sixty dollars in 1895, and after some fluctuation (reaching a maximum of $71.50) disappeared entirely after 1898.
During the same period and for several years thereafter, other societies
contributed smaller amounts, of the order of ten or fifteen dollars, the
last recorded being that of the Montefiore Lodge Ladies' Hebrew Association which was discontinued after 1917. Rabbi Blaustein of T h e
Congregation of the Sons of Israel and David, during his brief sojourn
in Providence between 1892 and 1898, had taken an active interest in
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trying to rally the support of the Jewish community to the Rhode Island
Hospital and other charities. In the pages of The Organ28 there are
some eleven appeals and news items concerning the continued struggle
to make up the annual seventy dollar contribution. On several occasions the following appeared:
"In Behalf of Rhode Island Hospital
"The Congregation as well as the other Jewish organizations paying an annual contribution to the Rhode Island Hospital are hereby
reminded that the payment thereof is now due. To make the Jewish
donation more presentable, the various societies are respectfully requested to send their contributions to Rabbi Blaustein who will in the
name of the Jewish societies of Providence forward the whole sum to
the treasurer of the hospital.
"Rabbi Blaustein will gladly receive donations for said purpose also
from charitably inclined individuals. Small amounts will be welcomc
as well as large ones."
O n one occasion the following comment was appended to the above:
" W e hope this appeal will not be a voice calling in the wilderness."
O n another it was stated: " I t pains us to repeat the statement that
Providence Jewery [sic] cannot boast of public spirited individuals.
The appeal in behalf of the Rhode Island Hospital was not responded
by anyone of our well-to-do co-religionists. Leaving out the annual
contributions from the few fraternal lodges 24 and our Congregation,
the only extra donation that was sent to the Rabbi for said purpose was
one of twenty-five cents from a family that cannot afford to spare even
that small amount. . . ." On January 17, 1898 Rabbi Blaustein appeared before the Board of Trustees of his congregation to plea for
support of the hospital and other non-sectarian institutions in the city,
but apparently nothing much came of the matter. 23 H e left Providence
a few months later and with his departure the project died.
In 1896, after several months of debate, the Rhode Island Hebrew
Medical Aid Association 26 which had been incorporated in 1890 " t o
secure medical and surgical attendance for the members and their
families and for other charitable purposes" called a mass meeting with
the objective of initiating a movement for a "Hebrew hospital." T h e
meeting was held on November 1, 1896. It was decided, apparently
unanimously, that the Jews of Providence were not strong enough to
maintain a hospital of their own and the project was dropped. T h e
feasibility of organizing a Jewish dispensary in lieu of the more ambitious project was then seriously considered. Rabbi Blaustein com-

