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COVER

T h e illustration on the front cover is that of the headstone over
the grave of Martha Moravia. The Hebrew word "Matsebeth" means
"Monument of".1 The English legend reads,
In memory of
Mrs.
Martha Moravia
Who Departed this
Life (26 Tamuz 5547)
12 July 1787
Martha Moravia was the daughter of Moses Seixas. Seixas was
cashier of the Bank, of Rhode Island from its founding to the date
of his death, Grand Master of Masons of Rhode Island, and author
of the two addresses to President George Washington when the latter
visited Newport in 1790, one on behalf of the officers and members
of King David's Lodge of Masons and the other on behalf of the
"Hebrew Congregation", Yeshuat Israel ("Touro Synagogue"), from
which the President took the phrase "To persecution, no assistance,
to bigotry, no sanction". 2
The monument is of slate, at the top of which is a cherub head
that was carved at the John Stevens Shop founded in 1705 and still
in existence, under the management of Mrs. John Howard Benson.
John Stevens, the Second, laid the foundation for Touro Synagogue.
The Moravia Monument was cut by John Stevens, the Third, who
was the first John Stevens to work on gravestones exclusively. T h e
stone is typical of New England tradition, where the cherub head
with wings was commonly used. The Hebrew letters, the Hebrew
date, the detail of the angel-head, the side borders and letters show
careful attention and skillful execution. T h e monument was paid
for by Moses Seixas March 26, 1788.3
lGrave No. 18, The Jewish Cemetery at Newport, R. I. By Rev. A. P. Mendes,
The Rhode Island Historical Magazine Vol. VI, No. 2, p. 92 October 1885, The
Newport Historical Publishing Co. Newport, R. I.
sGrave No. 20 ibid.
sLetters of July 8 and 18, 1957 from Mrs. John Howard Benson (Esther Fisher) to
the editor (of these Notes), who had a pleasant visit with her at the John Stevens
Shop on August 9, 1957.
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DID JEWS SETTLE IN RHODE ISLAND IN 1658?
T h e tradition that Jews settled in Newport in 1658 is based upon a
document of a "dual nature" which referred to early Israelites and
the practice of Masonry in the Colony of Rhode Island. Masonic historians have dismissed the document as unworthy of serious consideration "although no facts have ever been presented to impeach
the story of its discovery or the genuineness of the document". 1 Thenposition is determined by the "'legality" or "regularity" of Masonic
practice in the United States before 1717.2
Pre-Revolutionary civil records of the Town of Newport were carried away by the British and lost or destroyed so that we are compelled to turn to collateral evidence to establish the early history of
the Jewish community of Newport. The weight to be given such
evidence depends upon its source, the credibility of the discoverer
and the factual content in relation to probability.
In 1668, J. L. Gould of Connecticut published a Manual entitled
"Guide T o T h e Chapter" in which he made this statement:
"The earliest account of introduction of Masonry into the
United States is the history of a lodge organized in Rhode Island
A. D. 1658 or 59 years before the Revival in England and 75 years
before the establishment of the first lodge in Massachusetts."
3n support of this statement, Gould quoted from Rev. Edward
Peterson who in 1853 published this statement:
"In the spring, Mordecai Campannall, Moses Packeckoe, Levi
and others in all, 15 families, arrived at Newport from Holland.
They brought with them the 3 first degrees of masonry and
worked them in the house of Campannall, and continued to do so,
they and their successors to the year 1742."
Taken from documents now in possession of N. H. Gould,, Esq.3
The Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, in 1870
wrote to Nathan H. Gould of Rhode Island for the evidence upon
which Peterson's statement was based. Gould sent a long reply in
which he wrote that he had found the papers which he had shown
Peterson in an old chest among the effects of Hannah Hull, a deceased
relative who was a great, great, grand-daughter of John Wanton,
Governor of the Colony of Rhode Island from 1730 to 1740. He
further wrote that the memorandum in question was in a tender
state, much worn when found (1839), could not be photographed and
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was not accessible for inspection. As far as it could be deciphered, it
read as follows:
Th e ye (day and month obliterated) 165 [6 or 8, not certain
which, as the place was stained or broken, the first 3 figures were
plain] W ee met att y House off Mordecai Campanall 8c affter
Synagog W ee gave ab n Moses the degrees of Maconrie"
It is apparent from a comparison of Gould's quotation with that
of Peterson that the latter interpreted "degrees of Maconrie" to mean
"the first 3 degrees of Masonry", as he knew them in 1853. One Masonic
writer claims Masonry was Christian in character in the 17th century,
that 3 degrees were not recognized at the time and, as the document is
unsigned and the author unknown, it cannot be regarded as an authority.4 Another states that while it is quite likely that there should
have been members of the "Masonic Craft" in a thriving commercial
town such as Newport, it affords slight support for the theory that
Free Masonry was then and there (1658) organized, that is, a Masonic lodge established.5
Mordecai Campannall is one of the grantees mentioned in the Newport Jewish Cemetery deed of 1677. The original of this deed is one of
the Newport records which were lost during the Revolution. However, a copy certified by William Coddington in 1767 was recorded in
1827. Although questioned, the genuineness of this copy is established beyond doubt and therefore is conclusive as to the facts stated
therein. This deed indicates that Campanall and other Jews were in
Newport sometime before 1677 and had left in a body.6
Since Oppenheim's essay in 1909, the name of "Mordecai, the Jew"
has been discovered in the records of the General Treasurer for the
Colony of Rhode Island for the years 1678-I680.7
Although the name of Abraham Moses cannot be found on available records, persons by the surname of Moses can be traced back to
1760. The style of orthography of the Gould document and the fact
that Mordecai Campannall did not live beyond the seventeenth Century is evidence that the document was written in the seventeenth
Century. Another grantee in the cemetery deed of 1677 was Moses
Packeko (Pacheco) on whose estate, administration was granted to
Caleb Carr whose son's widow was related to Governor Wanton and
Nathan Gould. This is a logical and reasonable explanation for the
provenience of the document.
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Oppenheim makes out a strong affirmative case for the genuineness
of the document in all of its references without dwelling upon its
discoverer. We therefore submit that Gould was a Quaker and not a
Jew, a 33rd Degree Mason, a Past Master of St. John's Lodge of Newport No. 1, a member of the Grand Lodge of Rhode Island, a relative
of Stephen Gould, keeper of the southern cabinet of the Rhode Island Historical Society.8 Gould discovered the document when he was
not yet twenty-one years of age and not yet a Mason. In addition to
these evidences of probity and inducement to historical accuracy, he
and his brother David were given supervision of the expenditure of
$12,000 for the repair of the Hebrew Cemetery under the will of
Judah Touro, and also a substantial personal bequest. Judah Touro
was one of the keenest merchants and traders of his day and consequently a good judge of men. His selection of the Goulds to represent him in Newport is an implied endorsement of their credibility
and entitles the claim of Nathan Gould, that there was in existence
a document stating that Jews were in Newport in 1658, to acceptance
in the absence of proof to the contrary, which is not necessarily a
claim that there was a legal and duly-constituted lodge of Masons in
Newport in 1658.
D. C. A.
NOTES
^Samuel Oppenheim, The Jews and Masonry, American Jewish Historical Society
Publications No. 19 pp. 12-131 Baltimore 1910.
-Henry W. Rugg, History of Freemasonry in Rhode Island, 13 Providence R. I.
sRev. Edward Peterson, History of Rhode Island and Newport, 101 John S.
Taylor 17 Am Street New York 1910.
In the Collection of Rev. J. J. Lyons A. J. H. Society Publications No. 27 p. 416,
this document is copied with an English as well as a Hebrew day and month in the
year 1658 and the words "after Synagog" are omitted. There was only 2 years
difference between the J. J. Gould copy and that of Lyons.
4
Melvin Johnson, The Beginnings of Freemasonry in America quotes Grand Master
of Masons Thomas A. Doyle, of Rhode Island as doubting that any proof exists
(1870) of the truth- of Peterson's (1853) statement but does not mention Nathan
H . Gould.
c
Henry W. Rugg, op. cit. 33.
"Samuel Oppenheim, op. cit. 14.
'Rhode Island Jewish Historical Notes 1 p. 106.
8
Stephen Gould, the first, was an uncle of Nathan H. and David Gould and was
Abraham Touro's correspondent in Newport. Stephen Gould 2nd was a nephew
of Nathan H. Gould. A.J.H.S. Pub., 27 pp. 425-442.

AN OLD PEOPLE HELP BUILD A NEW CHURCH
Under the above title, Dr. Jacob R. Marcus, director of American
Jewish Archives, last May called public attention to the correspondence (in the John Carter Brown Library on the Brown University
campus in Providence) between Nicholas Brown and Jacob Rod
Rivera which shows that Rivera contributed enthusiastically to funds
for the Baptist Meeting House, which was not only erected for sectarian worship but also to hold commencements in. Previously,
Rivera and his son-in-law, Aaron Lopez, had contributed 10,000
board feet of lumber for the first building (later called University
Hall) of Rhode Island College (subsequently named Brown University) .
Prejudiced persons regard the purchase of lottery tickets by Rivera
as a mercenary speculation for personal gain. We here publish three
letters which show that Nicholas Brown determined how much Rivera
should invest by sending him an allotment from each successive class
of tickets; that when Brown again and again expressed his regret that
Rivera had been unlucky, the latter replied that the cost of the tickets
was less than he would voluntarily have subscribed because "it was
his inclination to promote and help with every public building to the
utmost of his financial ability" and that besides having the fun of
taking chances he was only too happy to please Mr. Brown, whose
friendship he considered a great honor. Nor did he forget to remit
promptly knowing that his money would be needed to pay off successful ticket holders.
D. C. A.
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Newport
April 3d 1775
Mr. Nicholas Brown
Sir
Your very obliging favor of the 27th ult. came safe to hand and note
your having received the five prize tickets sent you by Mr. Jacobs and
that the other which I took to be a prize, proved a Blank.
The seven tickets in the fifth class, you were pleased to send me by
Mr. Jacobs, he will deliver me when he comes down, which will be
next week, the numbers note are from Nos. 1653 to 1659 Inclusive,
and as its allways my greatest pleasure to be promoter of Every publick, [building] I cannot but cheerfully accept the proportion you
have allotted me, to whom I am greatly obliged, not only for the
honor you do me, in ranking me, among the number of your Friends
abroad, but also your kind good wishes for their Success.
I have the pleasure of Subscribing with the greatest respect & Esteem.
Sir your obliged Friend 8c very
Humble Servant
Jacob Rod Rivera

An Old People Help Build a New
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New Port June 12th 1775
Mr. Nich. s Brown
Sir
Your ever obliging Favours of the 2nd and 3rd Curr came safe to
hand Inclosing seven Tickets you are pleased to send me in the Sixth
Class of the Baptist Meeting House Lottery, numbers from No. 469
to 475 Inclusive Which have noted accordingly as well as the Four
Tickets Prizes in the 5th Class, which I now return you, am very sensible of your good wishes for their Success, But if they don't turn up
as fortunate as we both wish, yet these two points I shall certainly
have answered viz. T h a t of Pleasing the very worthy Mr. Brown, which
I wish ever to do, and Secondly my great Inclination to promote and
Forward every publick building to the utmost of my Extent, and when
those Two points are answered am very easy about the Success.
If on drawing of this last Class, I should still prove as unfortunate
as I have in the former classes, you'll please to send me down an account that I may immediately send you the Ballance.

I have the pleasure of subscribing with the greatest Sincerity 8c respect
Sir your very oblig. Friend and ver^
Esteemed Humble Servant
Jacob Rod Rivera

Courtesy of John Carter Brown

Library
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Mr. Nicholas Brown
Newport August 10th 1775
Worthy Sir
Your very obliging 8c kind Favour of the 2nd Currt. was last Evening handed me by one mutual Friend Doctor Bowen, & have to render you my greatful thanks, for the very friendly Expressions 8c hearty
good wishes it contains: Am Sensible of your wishes had taken place,
Should have been more Successful in the Lottery; but as it is, I am
well Satisfied; for besides having my views answered, the Balance is
much less than I should have Subscribed, 8c have had the chance of
the Lottery besides; By the State of the acct. you have been pleased
to send me, observe, that after remitting you the two prize tickets in
the last Class (Which you'll find here Inclosed) there is a Ballance due
you of L. 6. 12, for which sum I herewith Inclose you, an order on
Mr. Raphael Jacobs, 8c make no doubt will be immediately answered,
which conclude is the most Safest and Expeditious way to reimburse
you, as you will doubtless have occasion for the money, to Satisfy the
prizes: I glory in having any opporty. to demonstrate my readiness
to oblige the worthy Mr. Brown in anything in my power, & beg he
will believe, that with the utmost Respect 8c Esteem, I have the pleasure to Subscribe
Dear Sir
Your Friend 8c very Humble Servant
Jacob Rod Rivera
# 4 6 9 - 1 0 Dolr
473 8 Dolr

)
)

Courtesy of John Carter Brown

Library

THEY BROKE IN—TO PRAY
By David C. Adelman, Esq.
The Touro Synagogue in Newport was not known as such for the
first century of its existence. It was the place of worship of the "Hebrew Congregation", whose name was Yeshuat Israel (Salvation of Israel). Title to the edifice and the land upon which it stood was in
Jacob Rodrigues Rivera, Isaac Hart and Moses Lopez originally. 1
Thereafter, Hart conveyed his interest to Rivera, upon whose death
title vested in the heirs of Rivera and Lopez. The Congregation was
an unincorporated, voluntary society. The will of Rivera recited that
he held title "in trust only to and for the sole use, benefit and behoof
of the Jewish Society in Newport." 2
Worship in the synagogue had ceased in the last decade of the
eighteenth century. There were very few Jews living in Newport after the Revolutionary War, the last of whom left in 1822, leaving behind an empty synagogue, the preserve of "bats and moles" and playground for boys who entered through the porches and windows and
made sport with its furnishings. 3 Abraham Touro died in 1822 and
left $10,000 to the State of Rhode Island, the income to be expended
with the approval of the Town Council of Newport, for the support
of the synagogue and in 1854- his brother Judah died and left $10,000
to pay the salary of the reader or minister. 4
About 1880, Jews from Eastern Europe began to settle permanently
in Newport. Among those who did so between 1880 and 1890 were
Isaac Levy, Eugene Schreier, Israel J. Josephson and Nathan B. Greenstein. Their number was augmented in the summer by visitors who
enjoyed the climate and seashore for which Newport was noted and
who wished to prolong their stay over the Jewish High Holy Days in
September and October. The combined group was too small to support a synagogue and rabbi, but from year to year permanent settlers
kept increasing in number and influence. The closed and unused
synagogue and the Touro Funds administered by the State and Town
Council of Newport represented a monstrous waste to the newcomers.
Just before the Jewish holidays in 1881, inquiries were made regarding the use of the synagogue for worship with the result that the
Town Council of Newport agreed that applications of parties desiring such use would be referred to the Trustees of the Congregation
Shearith Israel in New York. Such an application was made and
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granted in part, that is, the use of the synagogue was permitted, but
the use of the Ministerial Fund was denied by the Trustees of the
Congregation in New York until such time as there would be a sufficient number of residents to maintain daily religious services during
the year.8 The following year, upon the recommendation of the
New York Congregation, the Town Council of Newport voted to
pay the salary of the Rev. Abraham P. Mendes and In May of 1883,
the synagogue was reopened and re-consecrated.
Rev. Mendes died ten years later and on June 13, 1894, Eugene
Schreier, Giacomo Servadio, Louis Hess, Henry Hess, Isaac Bergman,
Julius Engel, Israel J. Josephson and Alfred Schreier were granted a
corporate charter under the name of "Congregation Jeshuath Israel"
for the purpose "of religious worship in the City of Newport according to the Sephardic Ritual and strict rules and laws of the Orthodox
Jewish Faith". 6 Eugene Schreier was a successful merchant in Newport and was the recognized representative of the New York Congregation, which appointed four of the Trustees of the new congregation
and nominated the Rev. Baruch as successor to Rev. Mendes. T h e
number of settlers continued to grow both in number and influence.
The heirs of Rivera and Lopez, most of them members of the New
York congregation, joined in a deed of conveyance of the Touro Synagogue and the land on which it stood to the Trustees of the New
York congregation purporting to make that congregation the sole
owner, entitled to possession. A condition of these deeds of conveyance was that worship should be according to Sephardic Rites as practiced in the Congregation Shearith Israel in New York.7 Differences
of a personal and religious nature arose between the members of the
young congregation Jeshuath Israel.
The Rev. Baruch died on March 30, 1899. The Congregation split
into two groups, one led by Eugene Schreier and the other by Julius
Engel and Israel J. Josephson, who five years before were incorporators of the congregation. On April 10, 1899, ten days after the burial
of Rev. Baruch, a corporate charter was granted to Israel J. Josephson, Barney W. Wilsker, David Frant, Sigmund Barber, Sigmund
Schwartz and Moses Wagner under the name "Touro Congregation
of Newport, Rhode Island for the purpose of religious worship, according to the rites of the Jewish religion." 8 They elected Rev. E. M.
Meyer and the older congregation Jeshuat Israel (1894) elected Rev.
Moses Guedalia as their respective ministers.9 The Town Council
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of Newport, aware of the fact that the "rebel" "Touro Congregation"
group represented the greater and more influential number of voters,
turned its back on the Congregations Jeshuat Israel of Newport and
Shearith Israel of New York. They recognized the Rev. E. M. Meyer
elected by the Touro Congregation, voted to pay his salary out of
the Judah Touro Ministerial Fund and thus began a contest for possession of the synagogue, accompanied by force and violence, which
did not terminate until three and a half years later.10
On June 9, 1899, L. Napoleon Levy, David DeMeza, Anthony Wallach, Edgar J. Nathan, Henry Belais, Alfred Lyons, Albert J. Elias
and N. Taylor Phillips, all of New York, by their attorney James Tillinghast, brought an action of Forcible Entry and Detainer against:
Julius Engel
Charles Heller
David Frant
Israel J. Josephson
Albert Goddard
Baruch Coren [Corn]
Charles Dannin
Isaac Levy
Moses Wagner
Esy Schwartz
Abraham Solomon
Max- Schwartz
Sigmund Barber
Louis Dannin
Max Levy
Abraham Siegel
Nettin [Nathan] Dannis
Sigmund Schwartz
Mfichael] Bassin
Joseph Dannis
Jacob Heller
Moritz Adler
and the Touro Congregation, alleging entry by force and unlawful
detention of their property and praying for relief. 11 The complaint
was sworn to by L. Napoleon Levy. The defendants were summoned
and appeared with counsel before a jury on July 10, 1899. Their attorneys filed a demurrer and argued that the plaintiffs were not in
actual and peaceful possession.12 The Judge overruled the demurrer.
Three witnesses testified for the complainants before the jury. Henry
Osborne, " a colored man", was sworn. Eugene Schreier and his son
Alfred "affirmed". Eugene Schreier testified that a "mob" came towards him with tools as if to strike him, howling like a "Wild West
Show". He named a half a dozen, one of whom protested and was
quieted by the sheriff. The witness was asked about a Sullivan Schwarz .
and the court asked the person answering to that name to stand up
for identification. Three men arose "and seemed to be identified but
afterwards it was said none of them was Sullivan Schwarz." The larg-

