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CONGREGATION OF T H E SONS OF ISRAEL AND DAVID
(TEMPLE BETH EL), T H E EARLY YEARS
B Y DAVID C . ADELMAN,

ESQ.

1

(In the preceding issue of these Notes, Mr. Adelman described the
origins of the Congregation. In the present instalment he traces its
history from the period of the outbreak of the Civil War to the dedication of the Friendship Street Synagogue in 1890, a span of some
thirty years).
Solomon Pareira, the first Jewish settler in Providence, and the first
President of the Congregation of the Sons of Israel, was born in Amsterdam, Holland about 1809. He was the grandson of Jacob Rodrigues Pareira (b. 1745) and the son of Abraham Haim Van Jacob
Pareira (b. 1785) and Mintje Levie. Thus far it has not been possible
to establish any relationship to Abraham and Isaac Pareira, wealthy
stockholders of the Dutch West India Company of Amsterdam. He
married Mietje (Miriam) Halberstad, the daughter of Isaac, in Amsterdam on March 23, 1838 and brought his bride to Providence,
where their first child was born. Shortly after his retirement from
the Presidency of the Synagogue, the Pareiras left Providence. Solomon Pareira died in 1895, and was buried in Cincinnati.
Records of the Congregation 2 disclose that in 1917 the Board of
Trustees extended an invitation to Mrs. Jacob R. Hershorn of St.
Louis, to attend services during the holidays while she was visiting
in Providence. Mrs. Hershorn was in fact Mary Pareira, the daughter
of Solomon Pareira. Still living in 1952 was a Mrs. Belle Pareira Wise
of San Francisco, the last survivor of twelve children of Solomon and
Miriam Pareira; and two daughters of Jacob R. and Mary Pareira
Hershorn, Gertrude (Mrs. Julius Rothschild of Gary, Indiana) and
Sadie (Mrs. Max Weil of Chicago), a lady then in her ninetieth year.
Following Pareira's departure from Providence, he was succeeded
in the Presidency by Joseph Stern.
At the outbreak of the Civil War, the Jewish community of Providence was half as large as it had been in 1855. The congregation numbered eighteen males who were struggling to get a firm financial foot1
The Minyan: Rhode Island Jewish Historical Notes, III, 152.
voir Avenue Cemetery: Ibid., I, 244.
2
Bulletin of Temple Beth El, Vol. 25, No. 5, April 22, 1952.
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hold. Competition was keen and the War came upon the heels of
the panic of 1857. T h e chazan was Lazarus Kantrowitz, and the officers were President Joseph Stern, Vice-President Elias Meyer, Secretary Abraham Stern, and the Trustees, Solomon, Green and Fish.
There was no religious school. The mortality rate was favorable with
three births and no deaths.
Nevertheless the congregation co-operated with the Board of Delegates, which Isaac Leeser had organized to unite the congregations
in the United States for action upoii Jewish problems. T h e Board
solicited funds in 1862 to maintain a Jewish chaplain in the Army.
Only four congregations in the United States responded with contributions, and one of these was "Bnai Jeshurun" (Sons of Israel) of
Providence.
Henry Green subsequently was elected President and except for six
months served until 1878, a year after the Congregation became Moderate Reform. He was a leader of the congregation and of the Jewish Community until the day of his death November 22, 1892 at the
age of sixty-two. He came to Providence from Gnesen, Prussia in
1856 at twenty-six years of age and became one of the leading merchants of the city as well as one of its most respected citizens. At first
he opened a tailor shop in a store under the Joseph Russell House
at 118 North Main Street and lived on Arsenal Lane. In 1860 he
moved his residence to the Joseph Russell House over his shop. Seventeen years later he was doing business and living at 281 North Main
Street. Later he moved his shop to 11 Market Square and his residence to 441 North Main Street. At the time of his death, he conducted a clothing business at 38 Dorrance Street near the City Hall
and one of his business advertisements read "men's $15 black kersey
overcoats for $8.62, good $12 union beaver overcoats for $6.55, good
$12 chinchilla overcoats for $8., — clothing bought from us will be
renovated free of charge for one year, — we keep all goods bought
from us in repair — pantaloons pressed once a week without charge,
open evenings by the bright light of electricity." His daughter Sarah
married Louis Frank, a member of the Congregation.
Green was not only a leader in the congregation but also an organizer of the three leading Jewish Fraternal Societies, Haggai Lodge,
B'Nai B'rith; Providence Lodge, Free Sons of Israel; Isaac Leeser
Lodge, Free Sons of Benjamin; and; a member and first Senior Warden
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HENRY GREEN, PRESIDENT OF THE CONGREGATION OF THE
SONS OF ISRAEL AND DAVID, 1858-1878.
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of Redwood Lodge, the first Jewish Masonic Lodge in the City. He
was one of the largest annual contributors to the congregation, in addition to his regular dues.
Traditionally, the performance of the offices for the dead, the preparation of the body for interment, the watching and the accompanying of the body to its resting place is one of the greatest of Mitzvoths.
Green, together with leading members of the congregation whom he
chose, undertook this responsibility throughout his life. T h e men
who performed this office were called Baal Mussaskim. T h e panic
of 1873 was very severe and lasted until 1877. On February 14, 1871,
a second Hebrew congregation, the Congregation Sons of David, had
been granted a charter by the Rhode Island General Assembly. The
incorporators were Abraham Jacob, Jacob Dimond, Casper Cohen, A.
Jocob, Louis Green, Louis H. Rosenfield, Bernard Holmes, Morris
Jacob, Isaac Strumpf, Louis Friend, and Jacob Simon. T h e Congregations Sons of David merged with the Congregation Sons of Israel
in May 1874, principally through the efforts of Green, who was reelected President of the consolidated congregation, under the name
Congregation of the Sons of Israel and David.
The synagogue was the center of Jewish communal activities until
just after the turn of the century. In 1870 David Frank, Henry Green,
Leopold Hartman, Henry C. Spear, Benno Wolf, Julius Nathan, Julius Shuman, Charles Jacobs, Oscar Levy, David Levy, Henry Solomon, Alexander Strauss, Solomon Levy, Joseph Swartz, Casper Cohen,
Lewis Frank, Lewis Cohen, Newman Pincus, Ludwig Waiskopf, Morris Baker, and Lewis Rosenfield had been granted a charter as Haggai
Lodge No. 132 of the Independent Order of "Benna Bereth" (Bnai
Brith) in the City of Providence. Seven years later the Montefiore
Lodge Ladies Hebrew Benevolent Association and the Ladies Auxiliary Society were organized by Rabbi Voorsanger, and the year following Chazan Myer Noot conceived the idea of and organized the
Jewish Brethren into a Masonic Association under the name "Redwood Lodge No. 35 A.F. and A.M."
The Congregation records for the period from 1876 to 1880 contain
the records of both the Congregation and the Board of Trustees. The
record of the trustees' meeting in November of 1876 recite that David
Frank was fined $5 for disorderly conduct, which was remitted by the
end of the meeting. At the January meeting of 1877 a motion to sus-
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pend the engagement of a Chazan for the next six months was carried. A motion was then passed to make the dues $1.25 per month.
The vote was doubted and the ayes and nays were again taken, and
the motion was lost. A motion was then made that the dues be made
$1.00 a month, which was amended that they be 50 cents per month.
The amendment was lost and the original motion for dues for $1.00
per month was carried. A committee of five was then appointed to
promote the prosperity of the Congregation, and Mr. David Frank
was one of the five members appointed to this committee. A motion
was then carried to assist former Chazan Coleman who was "in bad
circumstances." The report of the committee on a Ball for the benefit of the Congregation showed a "surplus of $13.74."
At the next meeting of the Trustees in February, the Committee
on Renting a Hall reported that a hall was available for $200 per
annum. At the meeting held on April 1, 1877, the Committee on
Prosperity of the Congregation asked to be discharged. The motion
to. discharge was lost, and a motion that the initiation fee for new
members be $2 was passed. T h e Trustees then considered a letter
from Mr. Myer Noot, requesting the use of the room "attached to the
hall" for the purpose of teaching. His request was granted "under
such condition only that he has to read the Sefer Torah every Saturday." At the next meeting, a committee including David Frank was
appointed to draw up rules for the cemetery. At a meeting in June,
President Isaac Hahn was absent and Vice-President Jacob Dimond declined to preside. Isaac Hymes then took the chair. The letter of
resignation of President Hahn was considered, and it was moved to
accept the same on the condition that he pay a fine of $10 as prescribed by the By-Laws, but the same was laid over to the next meeting. The secretary was instructed to notify Myer Noot to have "the
faucet of our water fixed at his expense, as the school children have
demolished same, and keep the schoolroom, as well as everything attached to it, in good order." At the next meeting of the Trustees held
on July 1st, the cost of surveying the burial ground was reported to
be $50, and a motion was passed to lay the matter on the table "until
we are able to pay for it." T h e resignation of President Hahn was
accepted. Isaac Hymes and Harry Happ were fined $1 for not attending the funeral services at the home of David Frank after being notified. Myer Noot was elected a member of the Congregation. Henry
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Green was elected President to fill the unexpired term of Isaac Hahn.
"For the good and welfare of this Congregation were several speeches
made, and at last, they came to a conclusion that Myer Noot shall be
added to the committee, which is out since last January and that the
committee go to work at once." The Secretary tendered his resignation which was accepted. Myer Noot was elected Secretary to fill the
unexpired term. Seven members were absent from this meeting and
fined fifty cents each for this offense.
The Committee to promote the prosperity of the Congregation consisting of Leo Hartman, David Frank, Henry Green, Simon Elias and
Isaac Hahn, which had been appointed January 7, 1877 and had done
nothing and sought to be discharged on April first, became very active with the addition of Myer Noot on July first. It met the following morning to make plans for a "Convention of Israelites of this city
and to make it an object for all to attend." Secretary Noot was empowered to write to the President of the "American Union of the
United Congregations in session in Philadelphia asking to have a
gentleman come on and address our convention." The proceedings
of the Fourth Council of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations read, "a letter read from congregation 'Sons of Israel' of Providence, R. I., requesting that the Council delegate someone for the
purpose of visiting that city for the purpose of addressing the Israelites there in the interest of Judaism. On motion Dr. Sonneschein and
Messrs. Loth and Peixiotto were appointed a committee for that purpose."
T h e Committee on Prosperity of the Congregation met again the
following Sunday and made plans to give the invited guests a suitable
reception; a sub-committee was appointed to raise funds to defray incidental expenses for carrying out the reception in a creditable manner with power to raise money from any source whatsoever, "nonIsraelites being understood accepted." T h e Committee took a fiveminute recess to give Secretary Noot an opportunity to compose the
following circular:
July 15, 1877
Dear Sir:—
A convention of our Jewish Brethren will be held on Sun"
day, July the 22nd, at the Synagogue Building, 37 South
Main Street at 2 P.M. for the purpose of having all unite and
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join us in carrying out a noble cause, that of gathering together all who have as yet not joined a congregation, the
cause is praiseworthy and trust you will co-operate with us
in upholding that faith, which challenges all others. The
assemblage on this occasion will be addressed by the Hon. B.
F. Peixotto (late consul to Romania) and Dr. Sonneschein,
Rabbi of St. Louis, gentlemen known for their integrity and
promoters of Judaism. You are earnestly requested to attend.
Yours Respectfully,
M . NOOT,

Secretary-

The Secretary was empowered to have 350 circulars printed, a number which corresponded to the number of Jews in the community at
the time. Letters requesting co-operation were sent to Haggai Lodge,
Bnai Brith and Isaac Leeser Lodge, Free Sons of Benjamin. The following program was unanimously agreed upon. The invited guests
were to be received at the depot upon their arrival by Committeemen
Green, Frank and Noot who were to conduct them in a horse and
carriage to the City Hotel (146-8 Broad Street) where they would be
joined by the rest of the Committee at nine-thirty in the morning.
Proceedings would be at the discretion of the guests up to two-thirty
in the afternoon when Frank and Hartman were to escort the invited
guests to the Convention. Chairman Green was to state the object
of the Convention and call for election of a chairman.
MODERATE REFORM
In 1877 there were four groups in Jewish life in the United States,
the orthodox or traditional led by Isaac Leeser, the Conservatives or
middle roaders led by Drs. Jastrow and Szold, the Radical Reformers
by Rabbi Einhorn, and the Moderate Reform group of which Rabbi
Isaac M. Wise was the foremost leader. Wise founded the Union
Hebrew College at Cincinnati and the Union of Hebrew Congregations. It was to the Moderate Reform group which was meeting at
Philadelphia on July 10, 1877, that the Congregation of the Sons of
Israel and David turned for advice and assistance.
The Honorable Benjamin F. Peixiotto, who was one of the delegates
appointed to visit Providence, had been United States Consul to Roumania. His appointment by President Ulysses S. Grant was deliberately made in the face of that country's mistreatment of Jews. Peixotto
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worked valiantly without pay to overcome extreme prejudice against
Jews and became known throughout the Jewish world as its champion. Dr. Sonneschein was a noted Rabbi in St. Louis. Their report to President Loth of the Union recites that they met with a committee and agreed upon a plan of action for reorganizing the congregation, they were surprised to find "that the congregation had fallen
to the low state of eighteen members, there was little or no interest
for our holy religion, general apathy and indifference prevailed, no
provision had been made for religious education and that no synagogue had been erected for the worship of the God of Israel."
No progress had been made since the Civil War, a period of seventeen years. T h e Committee was happy to report that as a result of
their labors, an agreement had been signed for the organization of
a new congregation "embracing all, the old and the young" upon a
basis in conformity with the principles of the Union to be known
by the name of Shaari Shalom (Gates of Peace), and that they had
received the pledge that the new congregation would at an early
date secure a plot of land and erect a house of worship with provision for a school. "But", cautioned Sonneschein and Peixotto, "inasmuch as the community is small in numbers and limited in means,
we would earnestly recommend that all the moral and material aid
the Union is capable of granting, shall here be extended."
At the public meeting held on Sunday afternoon at two o'clock
at the Synagogue building, thirty-seven South Main Street, the following platform was adopted:
"WHEREAS, T h e preservation of the sublime principle of Judaism is the profound aspiration and duty of every true Israelite, and the inculcation and practise of those principles indispensable to the welfare and happiness of the community, of the
Education of our children, and the moral, social, and intellectual progress of the people.
AND Whereas on standing on a common platform, every individual Israelite feels his strength and religious convictions se, cured and evaluated.
T H E R E F O R E We, The undersigned Israelite, of the City of
Providence hereby covenant and agree, each with the other, and
unitedly together, to form a more perfect religious 'union' a
Cong, to be called 'Sons of Israel and David' that all who love
the God of Israel who reverence and would perpetuate his Holy
Law may enter and be at peace.
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AND WE DO HEREBY AGREE, T h a t said Congregation shall
be established on the following basis and with the following
aims, and objects FIRST to secure a stricter observance of our
Holy Religion by conforming to the duties and obligations enjoined on us by our laws and the Constitution which shall hereafter adopt, to establish a Religious School for our children
where in addition to our religion, the Hebrew Language shall
be taught.
SECOND, The ritual of the Congregation shall be that of Moderate Reform and the Prayer Book to be used shall be that of
the Revs. Drs. Zsold, & Jastrow.
T H I R D , And it shall be our early purpose to secure a plot of
ground and to erect a suitable Building to be dedicated as a
place of worship to the Almighty God of Israel."
T h e following seventy-three men subscribed to the platform for
the new congregation, twenty-four of whom had been members of
the Congregation of the Sons of Israel and David in the past and
forty-nine of whom were new members, most of them young men
in their twenties:
Moses M. Stern
Alexander Strauss
Michael Hellman
Solomon Krohne
Moses Rosenthall
Abraham Pakas
Louis Rosenfeld
M. Green
Charles Rotstein
Morris Hirsch
Morris Jacobs
Max Feder
Jacob Richman
Myer Noot
Henry Green
Leopold Hartman
Morris Happ
Isaac Phillips
Joseph Cohn
Morris Lissner
Mandle Friedman
Isaac Hahn
John H. Spitz
Henry Solomon
Louis Frank

Samuel Crown
Fritz Hartman
Nathan Wald
Edward Myers
Abram Krohn
Alf. Belasco
Bernard Holmes
Jacob Simon
Henry Cohen
Charles Jacobs
Simeon Elias
David Frank
Edward Harris
Gustav Rodenberg
Benjamin Levy
F. Williams
Max Lissner
Jacob Cohn
Hermann Rosenberg
Adolf Greenwood
Harty Lamb
Samuel Krohne
Lewis H. Kahn
Joseph Schwarz

Morris Z. Jackson
Herman Schneider
Adolph R. Frank
Isaac Hymes
Leopold Dimond
Adolph J. Cohen
I. Biutekant
Louis Fisher
Julius Shuman
Jacob Jackson
Julius Goldberg
Herman Krohne
Jacob Knapf
Lazarus Reinstein
Louis Green
Jacob Harris
L. Blumenthal
Louis Hirsh
Josef Cohn
Albert Tint
Sol Levy
Marcus Cohen
Hyman Happ
Abraham Gomperts

Following the public meeting of July twenty-second, the Congregation of the Sons of Israel and David met on Sunday afternoon, August
fifth, and the committee consisting of Green, Frank, Hartman, and
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Noot offered the following resolution, which, upon roll-call, was adopted by a vote of seventeen to three as follows:
Whereas, T h e committee to promote the welfare of the Congregation of Sons of Israel and David reported and met with success
of getting members to our Congregation.
Therefore, Be It Resolved, That all the names of those that are
subscribed on list shall be and are hereby members of this Congregation Sons of Israel and David with all the rights and benefits of members from this hour and date.
Resolved, T h a t we adopt the platform and resolutions of the one
signed by them as the platform of this Congregation, with the
exception of name, and it shall take effect from date and we further agree to abide by all the By-Laws and Constitutions which
shall be enacted hereafter.
Resolved, T h a t all laws and resolutions conflicting with their resolution shall be repealed and null and void.
Ayes—17
Nays—3
B. Levy
Louis Cohen
G. Rodenberg
A. Jacobs
L. Hartman
I. Simon
A. T i n t
I. Hymes
H. H a p p
A. Fink
J. Jackson
E. Harris
Jacob Cohen
J. Richman
D. Frank
L. Green
M. Cohen
M. Noot
H. Green
Jacob Dimond
The names of Halberstad and A. Jacobs do not appear as subscribers
to the new congregation and Jacobs was one of three voting against
the reorganization along Moderate Reform lines even with the retention of the old name "Sons of Israel and David". Subscribers Holmes,
Marcus Cohh, and Morris Hirsch three years later joined with Hal-
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berstad and others to form a new congregation, for which they received a charter from the General Assembly.
On Sunday evening, August fifth, an adjourned meeting of the Congregation Shaari Shalom was held at seven-thirty o'clock, with Moses
M. Stern acting as President and Noot as Secretary. The Congregation of the Sons of Israel and David offered a resolution to retain the
name "Sons of Israel and David" but otherwise to carry out the Platform "to the tenor of the letter". Upon roll-call, the resolution was '
adopted unanimously.
Upon motion of L. Hartman, the officers of the Congregation of the
Sons of Israel and David resigned their offices, and dissolved into a
committee of the whole, with Spitz as chairman and Noot as Secretary.
There was no election for President on the first ballot, Green receiving 20 votes, Spitz 21 and David Frank 6. Frank withdrew upon
the second ballot, and Green was elected by a vote of twenty-seven to
twenty-one. Strauss was elected Vice President over H. Happ by a
vote of thirty-one to twelve. Noot, twenty-seven years of age, was
elected Secretary unanimously, a testimonial to his popularity and
an appreciation of his services in bringing the reorganization about.
Stern was elected Treasurer over J. Richman by a vote of thirty to
seventeen. The following seven members were elected Trustees without opposition, Frank, Holmes, Lamb, Dimond, Hymes, Schwartz, and
Rosenfeld. The four officers were divided equally between the old
and the new members while five of the seven trustees elected were
old members. Frank was appointed chairman of a committee of five
to draw up a Constitution and By-Laws. T h e meeting adjourned to
meet the following Sunday afternoon, quite a number of members
having left the meeting. The forty-seven votes cast at the election
indicate that 26 subscribers were absent.
At the next meeting, the new Constitution and By-Laws were adopted, with the amendment that "the Board of Trustees shall receive
their power from the Congregation and shall not make any contract
nor expend any money without receiving such power at a regular or
special meeting of the Congregation," and that the Platform adopted
at the Convention held July twenty-second, shall be the Preamble to
the Constitution and By-Laws. The Constitution also provided that
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"He (the President) shall have the power to keep order
during Divine Service, and if any person disturbs the Congregation or Worship, he shall call the Sexton, request him
to tell the person to come to order, and he shall have the
power to fine, or order such Person out of Synagogue and in
no case shall he use a Mallet, a Book, a Hand during Divine
Service to call to order, or permit any one to do so."
Upon motion of Spitz, it was voted to take immediate steps to join
the "Union of United Hebrew Congregations." T h e Board was empowered to rent the Pine Street German Church as a synagogue for
the congregation at a rental not to exceed three hundred dollars a
year and to engage a chazan (cantor) for the Holidays, as well as
make preparations for the dedication and opening of the synagogue.
A committee of five was appointed to make the building tenantable
for the Congregation at an expense not to exceed four hundred dollars, and an assessment of two dollars levied on each member to defray
expense of alterations. The meeting adjourned to meet August 19th
at two-thirty in the afternoon, at the German Church Building, corner Pine and Page Streets.
T h e year 1877 was a milestone in the history of the United States
as well as that of the congregation. It marked the end of the Panic
of 1873 and the beginning of the Imperial Age of business which came
to an end in 1929, a period when Americans were said to have worshipped in the Temple of Mammon. T h e year before Anti-Semitism
was first brought to public notice in the United States by the HiltonSeligman affair.
The members of the Jewish community were pioneers living in fear
of the unexpected while struggling to obtain economic security. They
referred to themselves as Hebrews or Israelites, but not as Jews. They
were conservatives and not reactionaries. The Conservative follows
a basic faith which he will not yield merely because of new proposals,
but, once convinced of their desirability, will retain what is sound
and useful and add that which is new, while the Reactionary obstinately clings to the old, merely because it is old.
When the congregation adopted the Moderate Reform program, it
retained the laws of Kashruth and the practice of wearing a head covering during worship. The changes made were in the hour of worship from twilight to seven-thirty in the evening, the introduction of
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music and a choir into the service, the use of the English language,
the admission of women to the floor on an equal footing with men,
and the adoption of the Conservative prayer book of Drs. Zsold and
Jastrow.
Members were divided into three classes, paying dues of $24, $18
and $12 a year respectively. Annually, just before the High Holy
Days, a special meeting was called and seats were auctioned for a
premium. The $24 class bid first, the highest bidder getting first
choice and so on. When all in the $24 class had made their choice,
the auction was held for the $18 class, followed by the $12 class.
Green, who paid dues of $24 a year, won first choice of the seats with
a bid of $65, J. Schwarz, second choice with a bid of $35, and I.
Hymes, third choice with a bid of $27. Additional bids in the $24
class ran all the way down from $25 to $1. In the $18 class bids ran
from $7 by A. Bellasco to $1 by A. Greenwood.
At a special meeting held on September 7, Rabbi Voorsanger was
elected "minister" for one year by a vote of forty-nine to one, at a
salary of $1000. He was a native of Amsterdam, Holland, a graduate
of the Hebrew Union College, and the first Rabbi in Providence who
was ordained in the United States. He organized the Montifiore
Lodge Ladies Hebrew Benevolent Association and the Ladies Auxiliary.
At the annual meeting the Building Committee, consisting of Frank,
Spitz, Happ, Green, and Strauss, made a lengthy report explaining
and justifying an expense of two hundred dollars in excess of their
authority for alterations to the German Church Building. The bills
were paid by discounting a note for $300 at a bank.
Myer Noot was elected Secretary, Assistant Teacher, and Collector
at a salary of $300 for the ensuing year. Out of eighty-four members,
forty-five participated in the annual election. There was a contest
for Treasurer, and eleven candidates competed for seven seats on the
Board of Trustees, seven competed for five positions on the Education Committee.
Quarterly and special meetings of the congregation were held at
which all minutes of the Board of Trustees were read and, if not approved, corrected by the congregation.
At the Sunday meeting of January 6, 1878, it was voted to purchase
an organ for $172, payable in monthly installments of $28 each. Upon
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motion of Spitz, a collection was undertaken to pay off the debt of
the congregation, and seventeen members contributed $96. At a special meeting the following Sunday seventeen members contributed $55,
including Green and Happ who made additional contributions.
At a special meeting held in March, to which a special committee
reported its inability to procure a loan, upon motion of Spitz, it Was
voted that the congregation issue notes aggregating $500 and bearing
interest at five per cent to be purchased by the members. These notes
were to be paid in dividends of fifty dollars of any and all receipts,
except dues, and Were purchased by thirty-two members, seven of
whom bought one-half of the total. One month later a dividend of
seventy-eight per cent was declared, leaving only seventy-seven dollars
in notes unpaid. The congregation voted to join the Union of American Hebrew Congregations and pay $1 per member.
In a small congregation, men of Wealth often possessed power out
of all proportion to their merit. There is a tradition that Rabbi
Voorsanger disciplined the daughter of one of the richest members
of the congregation for some delinquency in the Sabbath School. T h e
Rabbi thereby incurred the displeasure of her father who presented
the congregation With the ultimatum that either the Rabbi must go
or he would resign. The congregation could ill afford to lose any
member, particularly one who was rich, and so in July Rabbi Voorsanger accepted a call from the South.
Myer Noot had his hands full and was not overpaid at $800 per
annum. T h e report which he read shows that he was a very sensitive
man which did not make the difficulties of his position any easier to
bear. His report showed a balance on hand of $2.68 and a deficit of
$165.32, and went on:
"If the members of the Congregation will manifest the
same zeal and energy that they have shown last year, our
Congregation can come out all right and I desire to state
here, if I am to be dispensed with as a paid officer of the Congregation on account of the inability to pay, I shall still do
all in my power to help them out, both in the Synagogue
and by outside sources, I merely state this as it has come to
my knowledge that I would not take the same interest if I
was not a paid officer. I would also state that some recognition is due the choir of the Congregation, they certainly have
devoted considerable of their time towards making the mu-
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sical part of the services a success, show them in some way
that their services are appreciated. At the last performance
given, all the ladies who participated in it never so much as
received a vote of thanks. I don't speak for my part, I desire
none and I certainly think the whole matter has been overlooked. In this performance one non-Israelite took part. No
doubt he expected a letter of thanks. In conclusion I desire
to ask one favor of my members. I have still two hot months
before me to make collections. I ask of my members to consider that it is not expected of me to call five or six times to
collect dues. I am willing to go twice but where I devote
three weeks out of four it is entirely inconsistent trusting that
the Congregation will be Prosperous and that Peace and Harmony may always prevail."
A committee of seven was appointed to bring in a plan to meet
the budget, the Secretary was instructed to write a letter of thanks
to the choir, and a committee was appointed to see by whose authority and for what period of time the yard of the congregation has been
in use for buggies, etc.
Although Myer Noot conducted a crockery business and was Secretary, assistant Teacher, and collector of the Congregation, he was a
born organizer and originated the idea of uniting the Israelites of
Providence more closely by forming a Lodge of Masons, of which he
became the first Master, Henry Green the first Senior Warden, and
Leopold Hartman the first Junior Warden. The petitioners for the
new lodge which they proposed should be designated by the name
"Redwood Lodge" were Noot, Green, Hartman, Abraham Gomperts,
Adolph Cohen, Joseph Schwarz, Charles Jacobs, Hyman Happ, Lorenzo Traver, William Richardson, Morris L. Happ, and Adolph
Greenwood. With the exception of Traver and Richardson, all were
members of the Congregation. The petition came to the Grand Master of Masons on January 2, 1878, and Dispensation in accordance
with the wishes of the petitioners was granted February 22, 1878. The
first meeting was held on February 25 at 41 Weybosset Street, the
hall of Haggai Lodge, Bnai Brith and the Lodge was duly constituted
on June 10th when the following were elected officers, Hyman Happ,
Treasurer; Abraham Gomperts, Senior Deacon; Charles Jacobs, Junior
Deacon; Adolph Cohen, Senior Steward; Joseph Schwarz, Marshall;
and Morris L. Happ, Sentinel. Myer Noot served as Master for two
years, at the end of which time the Lodge had thirty-one members.
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During 1882 and 1883 "some differences of opinion prevailed among
members and no additions were made."
Two weeks later the congregation met again to consider the matter
of unpaid rent amounting to seventy-five dollars u p to June 1, and
it was voted to collect by law moneys due from members. It was also
voted to advertise in the Jewish Messenger "for a minister for our
congregation at a liberal salary."
T h e following advertisement appeared in the Jewish Messenger in
four weekly issues in July of 1879, but commencing with the issue of
August 22 the salary offered was raised to $900 and appeared in seven
issues.
WANTED—for the Congregation Sons of Israel and David,
Providence, R. I., a minister capable of officiating according
to Szold's prayer book, preach in the English language, teach
a Hebrew School, lead and conduct a choir—salary $700 per
annum. N o traveling expenses paid. Apply as below.
Henry Green, Pres.
271 North Main Street
Providence, R. I.
GROWING PAINS
At a meeting held the following week, Rabbi Voorsanger "asked
that in consequence of the present condition of his wife, the congregation release him two weeks earlier." His request was granted with
pay to September 1. At this meeting also, a bill amounting to $5
for the carriage for the invited guests Sonneschein and Peixiotto the
year before was voted to be paid. Sixty-four members subscribed for
one year. Seats were then auctioned, but the amount raised was insufficient to meet the budget, and so a special meeting was called for
August 4 for the classification of members and the sale of seats. At
that meeting a resolution was passed that "a committee of ten members be appointed for the purpose of assessing each and every member of this congregation to meet the Budget for the coming year, the
said assessed member to be notified and if objectionable the committee will be in session to hear the objections and the decision of the
committee to be final." The assessors were Hartman, Strauss, Green,
Rosenberg, Spitz, Hirsch, Holmes, Falkenberg, Richman, and Fink.
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At the next meeting held August 18 the report o£ the assessors was
accepted and the committee discharged with thanks. A committee
interviewed one applicant for the pulpit and replied to Rev. Marx
Moses inviting him "to be here on trial by Saturday next, if possible,
and the trustees are empowered to correspond with several parties as
to his moral character, etc."
T h e following week, August 25, the congregation held another
meeting at which the drawing of seats was held to the entire satisfaction of all the members present according to a plan proposed by
Rosenberg.
Representatives of Israelites from Worcester presented themselves
at this meeting and asked the loan of a Sefer during the coming holidays. Their request was granted subject to conditions to be imposed
by the trustees.
Leopold Hartman withdrew the name of Henry Bloch as a candidate for the pulpit, and it was voted to discontinue reading letters
of application. Rosenberg, Schwartz, and Solomon Krohne were appointed a committee to wait upon Rev. Marx Moses relative to salary
expected and credentials. T h e committee retired, returned and reported favorably on the candidate and that he was willing to accept
a salary of $1000 "with the understanding that if at any time it shall
come to the knowledge of the congregation of anything derogatory
to his character that may have transpired at a previous time, the congregation could discharge him forthwith." By a vote of eleven to
five, the Rev. Moses was engaged subject to the conditions embodied
in the report of the committee. The trustees were authorized to ask
Noot to assist the "Rev. gentleman" (Marx Moses) during the coming
holidays, especially Yom Kippur.
A special meeting was held on Sunday, August 28, to consider the
request made by the Rev. Moses to the board of trustees for the loan
of three hundred dollars, being the amount required to meet his desire to bring his family to Providence. Ways and means of raising
this amount were discussed, and upon motion it was unanimously
(28) voted that the board of trustees be empowered to issue a congregation note for $400 at 7 per cent, of which $300 be loaned and
$50 be allowed for his traveling expenses and bill for board at the
City Hotel. By a vote of twenty to six the erection of a platform for
the choir was authorized, and the choir committee was empowered
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to engage a soprano and tenor for an amount not exceeding $20 which
Noot volunteered to collect from the members.
T h e quarterly and annual meeting held
voted considerable time to the question of
brother-in-law of Shuman, as a member at
and the question was finally referred to the
decision.

on October 13, 1878, deaccepting Charles Jacobs,
thirty dollars per annum,
board of trustees for their

T h e congregation voted that a letter of condolence be sent to Rev.
Moses "for the loss sustained in losing most of his family in New Orleans and the same be published in (the) Jewish Messenger and
American Israelite, providing it would be of no cost to the congregation." T h e records do not disclose why, or how many, of the family
of Rev. Moses were lost, but from other sources, we can piece together
the sad catastrophe. New Orleans was annually visited by epidemics
of cholera and yellow fever. The annual loss of life was appalling
and carried off ninety out of every hundred victims in the bloom of
life. T h e following items which appeared in the Jewish Messenger
tell the tragic story:
"September 20, 1878
New Orleans, La.
T h e condition of affairs in this city is about as bad as ever,
and there are no prospects at present of a cessation of the
plague. Among our coreligionists, however, the fever does
not ravage so dreadfully as among members of different
faiths. T h e Hebrew Benevolent Society and the Touro Infirmary are busy day and night in attending to the many
cases of sickness, death, and misery brought to their notice.
N o one can imagine the horrors of the scene. Miss Matilda
Moses, aged twenty years, eldest daughter of Rev. Marx
Moses, now of Providence, R. I., died on the 12th inst.
"September 27, 1878
Providence, R. I.
At the Jewish synagogue, on Friday evening last, the officiating minister, Rev. Marx Moses, offered a prayer, in which
he referred, in touching words, to the terrible affliction which
has befallen him. Mr. Moses' family, which resides in New
Orleans, has been stricken by the dread disease, and, out of
a family of five, but two children are left. Following the
death of his wife, came that of his oldest son, Samuel, his
daughter, Matilda, and his son, Isaac. T h e Mayor of Provi-
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dence has kindly offered to send to New Orleans for the two
remaining children; but the local authorities there deem it
best not to send them North, for fear the seeds of death may
thereby become scattered broadcast. T h e many friends of
Rev. Mr. Moses offer their sincere condolence in his time of
affliction."
At this meeting it was also voted to accept poor Jewish children
whose parents could not afford to pay tuition "provided, however,
that the parents of such children did not belong to a congregation."
Hartman, Spitz, and Falkenberg were appointed a committee to draw
up a set of resolutions to be engrossed and framed at a cost not exceeding fifty dollars to be presented to Noot in appreciation of his
services. The committee was also empowered to show the appreciation of the congregation to the ladies of the choir who volunteered
their services and also to the ladies of the congregation who worked
to make the Dramatic Performance a success. T h e committee was
also instructed to draw an engrossed set of resolutions to be presented
to Henry Green who had served as President for nineteen years. Happ
and Rosenberg were appointed a committee to solicit subscriptions
for the resolutions. Green was unanimously re-elected President.
There were six candidates for the five places on the School Committee and upon ballot vote Richman, Spitz, Noot, Hartman, and Rosenthal were elected. Isaac Buitekan was elected sexton and collector
at $200 per annum, and Adolph Fink went surety on his bond for
$300.
A special meeting was held on December 2 for the purpose of
considering the debts of the congregation and to devise ways and
means of meeting them. After listening to a lengthy report by a committee consisting of Frank, Rosenberg, Kahn and Noot, it was voted
that the congregation borrow three hundred and seventy-five dollars
on notes to be issued to such members as are willing to take them,
two hundred and seventy-five dollars in cash being required, because
the remaining one hundred dollars was a note held by Treasurer
Stern, who was willing to accept a renewal. One member subscribed
$75, one $50, three $25, three $10, and nine $5 each. The notes were
to be a first charge upon all monies received outside of dues.
At the meeting held January 5, 1879, a letter from Rev. Moses was
read offering to lecture alternately in English and German. It was
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voted to adhere to the practice prevailing heretofore. A bill for $7.50
for coal and wood was referred to the trustees.
At the following quarterly meeting in April it was voted to repeal
the initiation fee and the Secretary reported many unpaid bills on
hand with no possibility of collecting the money. Treasurer Stern
and Benno Wolf were appointed a special committee to call on those
in arrears. The Independent Order Free Sons of Israel requested that
the charge of thirty dollars for burial plots for their members be reduced, and the matter was referred to a special meeting of the congregation held on May 20, which voted to maintain that price.
At the quarterly meeting held July 6, Rev. Moses asked for a vacation of three weeks which was granted and announced that he would
not be a candidate for re-election. A committee consisting of Richman, Happ, and Warshauer were appointed to call on him and ascertain if he would be willing to serve again for a salary of seven hundred dollars, the committee to report back to the President who would
call a special meeting to consider the report.
At a special meeting held on August 3, the trustees reported their
inability to raise the budget of $1600 fixed by the congregation and
that the best they could do was assess the members for $1200. A committee consisting of Hartman, P. Spitz, Elias, A. Cohen, and L. Dimond were appointed to consider the matter and they reported to
the meeting a budget as follows:
organist
150.
rent
225.
sexton
100.
burial ground
200.
teacher and minister
300.
incidentals
100.
fuel
100.
Total
together with the necessary assessments.

$1175.

Noot was elected teacher and minister, his term to commence September first and the trustees to draw u p the necessary agreement.
A special meeting was held the following week when Noot resigned
as teacher and minister and the budget adopted August 3 was reconsidered.
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At a special meeting held on Sunday, September 6, 1879, it was
voted that each member pay dues of $30 per annum, payable monthly, the first two months in advance, with seatholders to pay fifteen
dollars per annum on the same terms. It was also voted that a note
for five dollars which was held by M. Friedman be accepted as his
advance payment, that seatholders should not have any other privileges than that of occupying seats in the synagogue, but that those
who were single men should have the right of burial "on our
grounds," and that tickets for admission on the High Holidays would
be sold to non-residents at five dollars.
Dues of a fixed sum for all members represented a departure from
custom and practice which had prevailed up to this date. Thirty-two
members subscribed and on the following evening twenty-two members were present at an auction when seats were sold at a premium
from $1.50 to $11 each.
Another special meeting was held on September 21 to consider the
application of Rev. M. Rotenberg as minister, and the perennial question of finances was discussed. The proposed budget as adopted follows:
MINISTER
RENT
ORGANIST
SEXTON

780.
225.
150.
50.

gas, coal and insurance

100.

Total

$1305.

Revenue:
34 members at $30 per annum
5 seatholders at $15
Premium on seats
total

$1020.
75.
100.
$1195.

T h e deficit of $110 was increased to $150 by increasing the sexton's
fee $25 and allowing $15 for incidentals. Fifteen members then voluntarily subscribed $65.60 in addition to their dues and the premiums
for their seats.
The credentials of Rev. M. Rotenberg as to moral character and
proficiency as a teacher were read and proved highly satisfactory.
Upon motion, by a roll call vote of 17 to 2, he was elected as Minis-
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ter, Lecturer, and Teacher for one year, commencing September 1,
at a salary of $780 per annum, payable in weekly installments of $15
each, subject to a written agreement to be drawn up by the Board
of Trustees. Messrs. Strauss, Stern, and Happ were appointed a committee to obtain subscriptions from those who were not present to
make u p the deficiency.
T h e annual meeting was held on September 28 with 27 out of 34
members in attendance. Messrs. Strauss, Hartman, and Frank were
appointed a committee to draft a set of by-laws and the following
officers were unanimously elected:
President
Strauss
Vice-President
.. David Frank
Treasurer
Moses M. Stern
. . . Myer Noot
Secretary
Trustees,
Happ, Shuman, A. Cohen, Jacobs, Pakas,
Hartman
Green, L. Hartman, Richman, Lamb, and Rosenberg were elected
to the School Committee. Rosenberg, L. Frank, and Hyman Krohne
were elected to the Finance Committee. Jacob Jackson was elected
sexton at $75 per annum. In consideration of past services, dues of
sexton Buitekant were remitted, and he was granted a seat in the
synagogue with the right of burial.
It was voted to hold a Simcath Torah reunion to give Minister Rev.
M. Rotenberg opportunity to meet the children of the school. A vote
of thanks was also given to the Baal Missaskim and a rising vote of
thanks to retiring President Green who was completing twenty years
of service. Green was also authorized to select Baal Missaskim among
the members to act with himself.
Myer Noot was made chairman of the Entertainment Committee
and given a rising vote of thanks for his services during Rosh Hashanna and Yom Kippur.
At the quarterly meeting held on January 11, 1880, the reading of
the minutes of the Board of Trustees showed that the question was
raised of the eligibility of Julius Shuman and Charles Jacobs (they
being brothers-in-law) to serve as trustees. Although the trustees
took no action, Shuman rendered his resignation which was accepted
and Leopold Dimond was elected in his stead. New by-laws were
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adopted, and Sol Levy was elected "Janitor." A letter o£ thanks was
ordered to be sent to the Ladies Hebrew Benevolent Association for
their contribution of a ton of coal, and Jacob Jackson was paid $6
for services as a watcher for a child of one of the members.
Upon motion of Green it was voted that watchers be furnished
upon death occurring in the family of any member, and that the same
be paid for by an equal assessment upon each member of the congregation, and that the watchers remain until the body is removed
from the home of the members.
On March 10, a special meeting was held to consider the financial
report. It was unanimously voted "to pay a dividend of 50 per cent
on the notes outstanding." "There being no further business the
meeting adjourned and great satisfaction prevailed among the members".
At the quarterly meeting in April, the death of I. Buitekant was
announced.
At the January Session of the General Assembly of Rhode Island,
1880, seventeen persons including Lehnard (Leonard) Halberstadt
(a charter member of our congregation and brother-in-law of the first
President, Solomon Pareira), Moses Einstein (son-in-law of Chazan
Abraham Jacobs), Bernard Holmes, Markus (Marcus) Cohen, Moritz
Hirsch and Elias Hirsch, all former members of the congregation,
petitioned
"that they and their associates form and constitute the congregation Sons of Abraham worshipping God in Hebrew form
and manner in the City of Providence"
and praying for a corporate charter
"for the purpose of taking upon said corporation the care
and assistance of the sick, needy and helpless of their own
congregation and such other persons as they may deem proper under the name Sons of Abraham of Providence, R. I."
This schism accounts in part for the drop in membership from
eighty-four to thirty-six. At the annual meeting held in 1880, J. Richman was given a vote of thanks for officiating on Yom Kippur, and
Messrs. Strauss, Dimond, Jackson, Fink, Jacobs, and H. Levy volunteered as Baal Massaskim to assist Henry Green. T h e financial re-
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port disclosed that Rev. Rotenberg was paid in installments of five
to twenty dollars in the months of July and August, that the membership was fifty-seven, an increase of twenty-one over the year 1879,
and that rent of two hundred and ten dollars was overdue.
In January 1881 the Union of American Hebrew Congregations was
in no position to aid the Hebrew Union College, and at a special
meeting in February it was voted to withdraw one hundred ten dollars from the burying ground fund and to pay the same on account
of rent, while at the same time the organist and choir were notified
that their services were no longer required, but a motion to dispense
with a minister was laid on the table. At another special meeting
in February, L. Hartman and Dimond were appointed a committee
to confer with Rev. Rotenberg as to the terms upon which he would
relieve the congregation. The committee reported forthwith
"they have seen Rev. M. Rotenberg and he wants his salary
up to March 1st, $83.33 and then for the balance of the year
up to September 1st, $375."
A motion that the services of Rev. M. Rotenberg will no longer be
required after the first of March was lost.
At a meeting held in July it was voted
"to continue the Sunday School as we can get a teacher gratis
and if trustees exert themselves that they can easily get two
ladies' assistant teachers as it is necessary if we cannot support a minister to keep up a Sunday School so that our children should not be neglected in the teachings of Judaism".
Three weeks vacation was granted to Rev. M. Rotenberg from July
18, and it was voted to receive Rabbi Jacob Voorsanger, who was
expected to visit the city, and that the use of the synagogue for Saturday, July 20, be extended to him. Shuman and H. Lamb were
elected trustees in the place of Pakas and Happ, who had removed
from the city. T h e following budget was recommended to the trustees:
Income:
40 members at $18.00
15 members at $12.00

720.
180.
900.
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Taking care of property..
Sundries
For services over holidays
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300.
25.
50.
200.

575.
Balance

325.
900.

Special meetings were held in August and September
"to make final arrangements to continue the congregation
for the ensuing year and make preparations for the coming
holidays."
Thirty-seven members subscribed. Noot was asked to officiate for the
holidays and refused. It was then voted to hire a minister for the
holidays, at an expense not to exceed $100 and a choir, at an expense
not to exceed $50.
The reason that Noot refused to officiate does not appear in the
record, but, from reading Noot's reports as Secretary, it seems to be
clear that he was not satisfied with the cooperation of the members.
President Strauss apparently used his diplomacy and at the annual
meeting which followed on October 2, Noot subscribed the largest
amount toward a fund of $100 for the burial ground. His subscription was $10 together with a note which he held against the congregation, and he was also appointed a member of a committee to solicit absent members. At this meeting a motion was made that Noot
be presented with some suitable testimonial for the efficient manner
in which he conducted the services during the holidays. Speaking
on the motion, Noot said that he had already received his testimonial
through the verbal appreciation expressed by the members and therefore declined to receive any further recompense for his services. A
rising vote of thanks was then accorded him and he was unanimously
re-elected Vice-President.
No meeting was held after the annual meeting in October of 1881
until March which was followed by a meeting "in August and the
annual meeting in October. The fact that there were only three
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meetings held in 1882 is indicative of the financial difficulties of the
congregation. Nevertheless, Myer Noot maintained the Sunday School
and conducted services. At a special meeting held in August it was
voted that two members and their families should occupy a bench
and the officers have first choice of seats before the members draw lots
for pews. It was also voted to present Secretary Lewis H. Kahn with
a "nice set of resolutions". At the annual meeting held on October
1, it was voted to send a letter of thanks to Kahn for the handsome
paroches (curtains for the ark) which he presented to the congregation. There was an intermission during which a collation was served
by Kahn in appreciation of the testimonials which he received. A
letter of thanks was also voted to Noot for the able manner in which
he conducted the services over the holidays and through the year generally. Letters were also ordered for Henry Green for his assistance
in the services and Pauline Shuman in the choir. A bill for rent
for the period from July 21 to September 5 amounting to $191.93 was
presented by a n attorney.
Upon motion of Leopold Hartman, $100 was placed in a sinking
fund for the building of a synagogue and subscriptions of $100 were
made by Freedman, Green, Dimond, and Noot. Green submitted a
bill for $5 for expenses in traveling by horse car to oversee the repair
of the burying ground.
At the next meeting held on March 25, 1883, the committee appointed to negotiate the settlement of the claim for rent reported that
they had settled for the sum of $50, and the committee on building
reported that they had done nothing since the last quarterly meeting
and were discharged. After much discussion a new committee of five
was elected. Noot positively refused to serve on the committee and
gave notice that services would be held on Pesach and also Shevuos.
He was empowered to engage a choir if he wished. At a meeting held
in May a motion was passed to call a convention of all Israelites in
Providence and vicinity, and a committee consisting of Noot, Green,
and Lederer was empowered to engage a prominent Rabbi to address
the convention. At the same meeting it was announced that the body
of a poor girl from Fall River was brought to Providence and interred
in our burying ground.
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At the next meeting held in August, Noot offered the following
resolution, and stated that if this resolution were adopted, he again
would volunteer his services to the congregation free of charge for
the next two years. The resolution follows:
"We, the undersigned bind ourselves to pay the amount
assessed by the Board of Trustees less a discount of 20% but
with the following conditions, that the amount realized (less
the expenses of the present congregation) be put in a separate
fund to be known as the Building Fund for the purpose of
building a synagogue, same to be paid quarterly in advance."
The resolution was adopted. Noot wrote the preamble to the constitution of 1877 and took seriously the promise "and it shall be our
early purpose to secure a plot of ground and to erect a suitable building to be dedicated as a place of worship to the Almighty God of
Israel."
T h e year 1883 was one of financial stress in the United States and
there are no congregational records from August 1883 until October 4,
1884. At that meeting, the financial report was read with great satisfaction, and an organist was hired for Fridays and Saturdays for four
dollars. Strauss, B. B. Lederer, Stern, and Noot were re-elected officers.
A motion was made and passed that the trustees make provisions for
young men and girls of the congregation to be able to obtain instruction in the Jewish religion and that they arrange for a Bible Class.
It was also voted that the congregation take an active part in the
proper celebration of the hundredth anniversary of Sir Moses Montefiore and that they pay their proportion of the expense in cooperation
with other societies. It was also voted "to return the body of the
father of Leopold Dimond and place it in the proper burying ground
of this congregation (Moshassuck) at the expense of the congregation
and that the same be attended to at once, by the Baal Missaskim."
Noot was appointed a committee on by-laws and constitution and a
letter of thanks was ordered to be sent to the Ladies Auxiliary Society
(Sisterhood) for the aid thus far given the congregation.
Only three meetings were hold in 1885. One on February 8 authorized the trustees to procure a stove for the school room and made
arrangements for a Purim Ball. The annual meeting was held in
September and was attended by the officers and thirty members. Noot
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paid a tribute to President Strauss and was elected teacher, at a
salary o£ $400 per annum. It was voted to contribute $20 to the Union
of American Hebrew Congregations and to renew membership for
the ensuing year. A letter of thanks was ordered sent to Benedict B.
Lederer for a contribution of $100 from Plume & Atwood of Boston
towards the erection of a synagogue. Letters of thanks were also
ordered to be sent to 'Noot, Green, and Stern as well as Pauline Shuman and the Misses Gertrude Shuman, Flora Dimond, Mildred Frank,
Fannie Frank, and Eva Hartman who participated in the choir. A
request for the relief of a Jewish family which had been deserted by
the father was answered by a contribution of ten dollars.
The following resolution was entered upon the records of this
meeting setting forth that it had been unanimously passed at a regular
meeting held Sunday July 5:
"Resolved T h a t
Whereas Our estimable Friend Mr. A. Strauss has served this
Congn. as its Pres. during the past seven years and has devoted
his time towards the furtherance of its highest Interests And
Whereas the success of this Congn. has been in a measure due
to his unceasing labors in their behalf. And Whereas during
the Exercises of his Office he has at all times evinced for each
and every member of the Congn. a spirit of general satisfaction unbiased in any of his actions extending towards the
Peace and prosperity of all interested.
Be it therefore
Resolved That in acknowledgment of all these noble sentiments and hearty actions that have been manifest in all the
years of his Presidency
Resolved that an Engrossed Set of Resolutions be presented
to our Pres. Mr. Alex Strauss and a copy of the same be spread
upon the Records of the Cong.
L . HARTMAN
MYER NOOT
J.

1

^Committee

SHARTENBERGJ

After remarks by Green, Richman, Dimond, Frank, A. Cohen,
Falkenberg, Hahn, Jackson, Stern, Fink, and Moral, a recess was
called for refreshments. Secretary Noot submitted his report as follows:
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SECY'S R E P O R T FROM SEP. SO 5645 T O SEP. 20 5646
1884

1885

Providence, R. I., Sept. 20 5646
1885
T o the Pres. Officers 8c Members of the
Congn. Sons of Israel
Gentm.
I have the honor of presenting my report as Scy Commencing Sep.
1884 to Sep. 1885. At the same time it affords me unusual pleasure
to chronicle the Financial Condition of the Congn. in the shape it is.
I know of no year during the Existence of the Congn where so handsome an Amount has been in the Treas at the beginning of a new year.
Another pleasant feature of the year is T h a t there is not a delinquent
on our Books every a / c having been closed up leaving a clean Record
unsurpassed in the history of this Congn.
with your Kind Attention I submit the amounts of monies that have
passed thru my hands and amounts drawn upon the Treas.
Receipts
$1896.34
Disbursements
1425.70
Balance on Hand
$ 470.64
I need not speak of the success the past year of the Congn. the amount
on hand speaks for itself.
The Roll of membership numbers at present 44. We have gained the
past year 6 new members and lost thru removal from the city 5.
Thanks be to God Our Ranks have not been diminished by Death
for which we feel especially pleased and thankful. Everything seems
to be running smoothly and there is even indication that at some
future day the Congn. may reach a much larger membership than it
has under the present administration. Of the officers of the Congn.
nothing can be said but words of praise. They have all worked zealously for the best interests of the Congn. Too much cannot be said
however for our Pres. Mr. Alex Strauss for his untiring efforts manifested during the past year. The trustees in their deliberations at the
Various Meetings have endeavored to watch the interest of anything
touching the good 8c welfare of the Congregation. The project proposed by the Trustees that a Teacher be engaged at a stated salary
to instruct the children of members will no doubt meet with the
approval of the whole Congregation.
It is with pleasure I chronicle the pleasant feature of Divine Services.
It is now over a year since the project was started 8c there is every
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evidence of the same being continued. T o o much praise cannot be
accorded to the Ladies of the Choir who have given their time and
attention the year around. Without this our services would not be
in harmony with the Ritual we have adopted.
The success in the future for our Cong, is assured. Everyone seems
to be pleased with the internal workings and all act in harmony
together.
Trusting that the Year just ushered in may be one of Prosperity, and
that God's blessing may follow us in all our deliberations.
I remain Your Obdt. Servant
MYER

NOOT

Sec'y.
And an "obedient servant" (of the Congregation), he was.
MYER N O O T
Although Noot acted as teacher-collector and Minister from 1877,
he was not elected Rabbi until 1886. He appeared before the Rhode
Island Veteran Citizens Historical Association on December 7, 18851,
"a meeting devoted to the Hebrews of Providence" was introduced
as "Mr. Myer Noot, Acting Reformed Rabbi in Providence and Acting
Rabbi of the Israelites in Providence".
It is interesting to note the confusion that existed at that time as
to just who and what Jews were. President Hammond in introducing
Noot said: "You are to-day to hear somewhat of the Hebrews in this
state, and witness an illustration of a portion of their religious services
as conducted in their synagogues. These people 'outwardly are the
descendants of Jacob and professors of the Jewish religion, but inwardly they are believers in, and the servants of God.'"
This confusion was not confined to non-Jews, who are referred to
as "non-Israelites" by Noot in his talk. Due to persecution in Europe
the term "Jew" had become one of approbrium and the circumlocutions used to avoid it seem humorous to us to-day. The differences
between Reform and Orthodox practices at the time were slight, consisting merely in the introduction of English and music and charge
in hour of service. Noot referred to these changes as the correction
of "great evils". Since he upheld the practice of covering the head
and the dietary laws (Kashruth) it is difficult for us to understand
x
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his exaltation. The non-Jewish audience did not experience that
difficulty because the Jews in the community were a small isolated
group who were supposed to hold their services in private because of
the fear of "non Israelites" being present at their synagogue. Only
the year before Isaac Hahn was elected to the House of Representatives. He was one of twelve representatives elected by the citizens of
the City of Providence and the first Jew in the State to be elected
to public office. The Jewish community was emerging from its chrysalis. Noot spoke as follows:
'Ladies and Gentlemen.—It having pleased your society to set
apart this day devoted to the Israelites of this State, and being
cognizant of the appreciation of the same, I have prepared a short
essay to speak upon this subject, although I feel that this task
might have been placed in better and more competent hands in
order to do justice to the occasion.
'When I look around and see in this assemblage men of intelligence, men of character and prominence, I feel that my People in
Judaism should feel themselves highly flattered that this society
should have so far given us an opportunity of showing what the
Israelites have done towards furthering the social and commercial
interests of little Rhode Island. As far as the social interests are
concerned we as Israelites claim we are contributing our share
in this respect. We are law abiding people, ever willing and
ready to stand by any and all laws which have been promulgated
from time to time for the good government of all classes. And
while we do not aspire to seeking for public offices we contribute
our mite in giving evidence of our willingness to co-operate with
our Christian brethren in matters relating to the interest of our
city and State.
'Commercially speaking we have been engaged in various pursuits and have endeavored to become with our sister merchants
men who are toiling in various branches of industry striving hard
to gain a livelihood.
'The question though of to-day's gathering, my friends, does
not give me full scope to speak at great length on the purpose
that has brought us here, and if I deviate from that particular
point in order to speak on a subject which will vie with the other,
I hope I may not be considered out of order, for it is done with
a view of showing what progress we have made, how much is
Judaism understood both by Jew and Gentile, and to what extent
we Israelites have worked towards commanding the respect as a
religious sect from those who do not believe as we do. I have only
to go back ten years to rehearse before you how things were in
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this; city as far as the mode of worship was concerned. A mere
handful of people poraposed the congregation at that time; the
service was entirely mi, the Hebrew language, and tp. have introduced English in the synagogue at that time would have been
considered an innovation, so to speak. It was a rare thing to see
children or young men attend the synagogue. If a non-Israelite
happened to. enter the synagogue it was so much Greek to him, to
comprehend what was going on.. Then the additional days, which
were observed, which were however contrary to the Mosaic command, neither to add or diminish from, the tenor of the law.
'How we as Israelites have been benefited by this great turn
in the affairs of our religion words cannot express. Our doors
are open now to any one who is desirous of hearing our service.
The young and old of people congregate there to hear the Word
of God expounded in language suited to the present time; they
can readily follow the reader or minister and understand what
they are saying.
'Our Christian brethren have access to our place of worship,
can understand what we are doing and may perchance become
interested in. what might be termed a Jewish worship. While
reform in the mode of worship is no thing of a recent date, still
we as Israelites of this city have only come to our senses within
the last eight years, and have realized the dire necessity of establishing for ourselves such recompense in this respect, so that the
younger element may have the benefit therefrom, and that they
may find in the synagogue a place where they may supplicate
to their Father in Heaven in a language best suited to their
present condition and the land that gives them the right to worship as they may best see fit.
'In this direction, my friends, we have done much to diffuse
among our people and the community a.t large a certain amount
of respect which must ultimately give rise to a better feeling for
the Israelites of this city
'I fear in my remarks I may have merged too much on religious
matters, but the opportunity has presented itself and, our people
have not been understood during the past twenty-five years, that
a few words touching upon this subject will not be out of place.
'There are in this city over one hundred and fifty Jewish families numbering probably five hundred people, employed in various
kinds of mercantile pursuits. We have alsp two synagogues, one
strictly Orthodox and the other Moderate Reform. The former
are composed chiefly of Russian Jews, and the latter principally
Germans, and a few who claim this country as their birthplace.
T h e Orthodox Jews. in. this city adhere strictly to all; forms and
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ceremonies as practised years ago. T h e Reformers, however, have
always believed that a change in the mode of worship was necessary (for reasons stated before) and the result has been that
from a congregation of eighteen we number to-day sixty members
of the male sex.
'While we do not believe as they do as regards the old forms
and ceremonies in the synagogue we respect them as Israelites,
and are at all times willing and ready to affiliate with them on
all occasions. When God said to Moses we shall be a peculiar
people, and that peculiarity has been manifest in all these years.
We admit being a distinct people, a n d therefore hold together as
such as far as our religious identity is concerned.
'There are in this city three Jewish Orders, the various Grand
Lodges of which are in New York. T h e aims and objects are alike
in all and are strictly Jewish so far as not to admit any but Israelites, as the name would denote—Sons of Covenant. The inconsistency of admitting non-Israelites is self-evident to any fair
minded person. There is also a Jewish Benevolent Association
composed of females only. They administer to the wants of those
who need aid and consequently there is no need of going out of
our precincts in that direction. In fact, my friends, we Israelites
of this city and State are alike all our other cities, ever willing
and ready to dispense charity and benevolence to our own people
and to others who do not believe as we do.
'We cannot boast of having a synagogue of our own, but a fund
has been established for that purpose, and it is to be hoped the
time is not far distant when this worthy project will have been
made a success.
'When I look back but a short time and see how we Israelites
have been blessed in this country with the right of Religious
Liberty; when in this very State our people have been honored
at least by one Israelite who has held the position of Representative in the General Assembly, a distinction that would have been
laughed at years ago, I feel, my friends, that we must have done
something, or at least our people who have lived here years ago,
to merit such an act.
'And to what can we attribute the kindly feeling that is slowly
being made manifest towards our people? The Israelites lived
in this city in oblivion, our Christian brethren could not find out
anything about them. If in years gone by the question was asked,
Where is your synagogue or house of worship? they would shrink
from telling you, and under some pretense or other would evade
the question. But how different are things now. Ask our people
that you would like to hear our services, they will only be too

230

Rhode Island, Jewish Historical

Notes

glad to take you to our synagogue. Is this not, my friends, an
improvement? Should we not feel proud to think that time has
wrought for us a miracle in this enlightened age of progress, and
that we can be good Israelites if we do not believe as our Orthodox brethren do.
'Another change which has worked wonders in our mode of
worship was the introduction of music in the synagogue, something which the Orthodox Jews do not tolerate. And right here
I desire to place myself on a right footing in regard to this question. I hope, however, it will not be taken amiss if I am expressing myself in the terms Orthodox too much. My sole aim is, and
will be in this discussion, to show to what extent Judaism has
fared much better than in the days of Orthodoxy especially in
this city, and when I mention this city I mean the State of Rhode
Island.
'Before, however, I quote my authority on the question of music
in the synagogue, I feel as though the time has arrived that our
Christian brethren should know something more of my people
than they do. We have for the past fifteen years been in darkness,
and our people have only of late years endeavored to come to
the front and show their willingness to co-operate with other cities
as to what was actually necessary in this city to give them prominence as a religious denomination. We as Israelites of Providence
and vicinity have felt that in order to command the respect of
our fellow man, we must give evidence of something tangible
as to our distinctive religious identity. Everybody is aware that
there are Israelites living here, have lived here for many years,
but how have they lived? I n obscurity, so to speak.
'What has time wrought for our people, however, during the
past ten years? Wonders, if I may use the term. Miracles. You
may ask in what manner; in what particular? I will answer this
wise.
'The Israelites of Rhode Island to-day as a religious class are
respected. We have proved that there is material in our midst
that can be utilized, and if given the opportunity in the right
direction have the intelligence to hold positions of honor, provided they are aspirants for the same.
'There is a bright future in this city for our people. Although
few in numbers compared with other cities, we have the satisfaction of knowing that we command the respect due from one to
the other notwithstanding what his belief may be.
'Judaism to-day stands on a solid foundation. Judaism is the
same as it always was, and like the unchangeableness of God, was,
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is, and ever will be a beacon light to all who may walk the path
thereof, illumined by the rays of Divine light, spreading in all
directions.
'While we have at all times believed in a reform as to the
service in the synagogue we have never deviated from the spirit
of the Mosaic Law. This is our stronghold, our banner, which
has been carried through thousands of years. We cannot be assailed although fanatics, so to speak, have tried to tamper with
the same, but the results will not have benefited them to any
great extent. The very most important question which the socalled conference of radical Rabbis in Pittsburgh endeavored to
embody in their platform the question of the regulation of diet.
This important matter is sufficient to show their unfitness in
attacking a question of the sanitary laws of the Jews,—a question
which is conceded by men of all creeds to be a matter which cannot be excelled.
'We Israelites of the 19th century, and especially in this city,
have known for some years the need of a proper service. Our
people have fallen into error on this question, and we have endeavored to rectify this evil as far as it relates to our religious
worship. That we have considered it a duty we owe ourselves
and to our brethren at large, to declare that it is not our desire
for innovation, not a want of respect for those institutions which
our more immediate ancestors obeyed, but an obligation, a deep
sense of right, which nothing can weaken; a conviction resulting
from long, cool, and serious reflection, that impelled us to those
measures which in our hearts we considered the only means of
arousing our people in this city from that state of indifference
and erroneous thoughts into which they were sinking, and to save
our religion from criticism and self-respect from other denominations.
'When we consider how things have changed among our own
people it is hardly possible to recognize it ourselves.
'The time in years gone by that it was necessary to hold divine
services on the Sabbath was such to keep them from attending
the synagogue. Imagine a multiplicity of prayers entirely in the
Hebrew, and an occasional Chaldaic poem, which I question was
not understood by any of the congregation. Again the observance
of double festivals, a practice which originated before the astronomical calculations of the calendar was introduced, has nevertheless been rigorously upheld in days when we were enabled
to determine the months, even to the fraction of a minute.
'It was, my friends, to remedy these great evils that we Israelites of this city brought about a reform in our service, and which
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up to the present time has proved a blessing to our people. T h e
time appointed .now for divine service is such as to enable the
entire congregation, men, women and children to assemble prior
to the commencement of prayer.
'The prayers are said by the minister aloud. Appropriate psalms
and hymns are chanted by the choir, and responses made by the
congregatibn.
'And now, my friends, to go back as to the question of organ
music in our synagogue. A fondness for music and melody is
clearly traceable amongst the Israelites as early as the times of
Samuel, (x.5) and no one can attentively read the biblical records
of that age without noting the idea then taking root that music
tends to kindle the imagination, to warm the heart, and to awaken
the liveliest sentiments of piety. Abundant evidences exist to
establish the fact that music was employed during the administration of Samuel in connection with some of the most important
offices Of religion.
'We find in Is. vi.; Chron. XXV., 5th and 6th verses, after the
recovery of the possessions which the Philistines and other enemies had wrested from the Hebrews, and when Israel found itself
in the enjoyment of peace and prosperity, David, the reigning
sovereign, brought the public worship into unison with the improved social condition of the people, and introduced into the
sanctuary instrumental music on a most extensive scale. He instituted twenty-four classes of musicians and singers, and placed
them under the direction of two hundred and eighty-eight leaders,
the most renowned of whom are Asaph, Heman and Jeduthum.
And they did not consist of males only, since the three daughters
of Heman are mentioned in the list of performers.
'I have merely brought this matter before your notice to show
that the reform in this respect was based upon a usage which
had its origin thousands of years ago. Hence the introduction of
organ or instrumental music into the synagogue at the present
day is not an innovation, so called, as pronounced by our Orthodox brethren. Anything that would in a measure tend to improve
the services, have been adopted in this country in all the synagogues of the Moderate Reform Platform.
'Thus, my friends, have I as time would permit, endeavored
to explain the motives that have brought me before your honorable society, and have given evidence to what extent we, as Israelites of this city, have progressed in our religious workings. If I
have not spoken at length oii the question of commerce and
manufacturing interests among our brethren, and If I -have not
adhered closely to the subject for which this meeting was called
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together, it is because my Brother Denison has exhausted the
subject and has been better informed on this question than I
have been, and has left no room for me to dwell upon. I have
considered the true objects of this meeting and the sentiments
of both the Israelites and my Christian brethren. I have long
examined into the question of how little Judaism and our people
in this city have been understood as a religious creed, and have
therefore endeavored to place them on a proper footing.
'That henceforth this exposition will fully exonerate us from
the imputation of entertaining the wild speculations which have
attributed to us that of having our services held in private, and
we feared non-Israelites being present at our synagogue, I trust
will be removed from the minds of those who have the intelligence
to know better.
'Every effort we have made for the improvement in our devotion to Almighty God we have striven to confine strictly to the
spirit of the immutable law of God, and before closing my remarks I desire to give this assemblage a little information which
no doubt will interest you all, on the question that has so often
been asked, Why the Israelites do not uncover our heads when
attending divine worship, or when engaged in prayer? It appears,
my friends, to be nothing more than an original custom, for in
Asia this day, it is a mark of respect toward a superior to keep
his head covered in his presence, whereas in western countries
our customs are just the reverse of all this, since the recognized
mark of social intercourse and to superiors, is to keep the head
uncovered, and there can be no doubt but that the deepest marks
of reverence and respect that any human being can pray are
due to God.
'But the fact be that this keeping our heads covered is not
because of any custom in any part of the world, but because of
a positive commandment which renders it a duty incumbent upon
us of the House of Israel. According to the thirteen articles of
the creeds, we Israelites believe that the Creator is one, and that
he alone is God, who was, who is, and who will be, everlastingly.
While the third art. declares that God is not corporeal, or material, and not subject to accidents of bodies or matter, He consequently is altogether independent of time, place or custom;
and as God's law and precepts are the spiritual food or sustenance
of the soul, it follows that they must also be immutable and that
our intercourse with God is, or should be, the embodiment and
practical carrying out of this law, and therefore unaltered
whether it be in the East or in the West. Now the command of
God, through Moses, His servant, in Leviticus 16 th chapter, 3rd
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and 4th verses, directs: Thus shall Aaron come into the holy
place, a holy linen coat shall he put on, and with a linen mytre
(called in Hebrew Mitznefes,) turban or head covering, he shall
be attired. Thus God commanded the Priest to perform divine
service with his head covered. So long as the Temple of Jerusalem
and the Levitical ritual remained in their glory this precept was
always observed; but now that we have no altar, and the Priest
can offer no sacrifices, sacred Scripture instructs us to compensate
for the offering of bullocks, "with our lips." Or, in other words,
that prayer is to replace sacrifice, (Hosea XIV. 2). Accordingly,
every Israelite during divine worship officiates as a Priest, offering
in lieu of sacrifice, his prayers in his place of worship, which
Scripture declares to be Mikdosh, Holy Place of minor holiness,
but still Holy, and which replaces the altar in the Temple. And
as each Israelite thus performs the function and service of the
Priest, and as he must in all things and to the utmost of his
power conform to the law of God, he is bound to keep his head
covered during divine worship even as the Priest was commanded
to do when engaged in the sacred service appertaining to his office.
'This, then, concludes my remarks to-day. If what I have said
has in any way interested you I am pleased to think that in my
humble capacity as a private individual, that I have added something that may reflect with credit upon the Israelites of Providence and vicinity. Our people will ever remember this day as
something never to be forgotten in the history of this State, that
we should have been allowed this privilege and honor of having
a special day set apart whereon to give them prominence as a
religious sect. God grant that such feelings of brotherly love may
at all times be evinced towards us, and that we may merit at all
times what has been advanced here this day. The Israelites of
this city will have the satisfaction of knowing one thing, that
they have entered upon a new era of usefulness, and the ultimate
results thereof must be beneficial to them and the community at
large. With my best wishes for the future prosperity of this venerable and honorable institution, accept my thanks and those of
the Israelites of this city for the honor conferred.'
"Noot then proceeded, with the aid of members of the synagogue, to explain and exmplify portions of both Orthodox and
Reformed Hebrew service. T h e Rabbi wore his cap, and the
voices were supported by an organ. T h e recitations and chant-'
ings by the Rabbi, and the psalms and songs of the responding
choir, were rendered with admirable pathos and purity, holding
the assembly in rapt attention, and awakening a truly catholic
religious spirit, alike among Gentiles and Jews. Altogether, the
day was emphatically historic in our State, giving prominence, to

