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CHAPTER VI
"IN T H E DAY OF ADVERSITY, CONSIDER"
The author of the Book of Ecclesiastes in the 14th verse of the
seventh chapter offers this wise counsel: "In the day of prosperity, rejoice; But in the day of adversity, consider." These words have a
special pertinence in the history of Temple Emanu-El. From its beginnings in 1924 the general economic prosperity brought a generous
outpouring of financial support from the membership, both for the
building of the Temple and for its full maintenance in very handsome style. Then came the financial crash of 1929. On Yom Kippur
day of that year (Monday, October 14), the booming economic structure of the entire country fell in ruins, and with it the economic fortunes of millions of people. The Great Depression set in, and many
years passed before it lifted. Those were the terrible years of business
decline, unemployment, bread lines, and apple-selling in the streets.
The days of prosperity were gone. The days of adversity had arrived.
General economic conditions were bound to be reflected in the
life of the congregation. Temple Emanu-El, too, faced its "day of
adversity," and took counsel on how to adjust its affairs to the drastically changed conditions, indeed, to "consider." These "considerations" were three-fold in character: First, how to raise the necessary
funds; second, how to institute economies without impairing the usefulness of the Temple's work; and third, how to carry on the maximum number of programs and to continue as a potent religious force
during those years of great tribulation.
Financial difficulties began to appear as early as the Fall of 1928.
At the beginning of that Synagogue year, a number of plans for fund
raising were evolved which with few changes functioned through the
depression years and helped to raise the additional sums necessary to
S
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carry on the work of the Congregation. In November, a Deficit Committee was appointed, with Jacob A. Meyer and Harry A. Fisher as
co-chairmen, to interview a number of members who were to be asked
to make up the current deficit. In December, at a meeting of the
Board of Trustees, Nathan Hilfer proposed the use of Temple Mortgage Banks to be placed in the homes of the members and the money
placed in them to be collected monthly. This plan was adopted after
considerable study. In March 1929 these Mortgage Banks—each one
a neat, shiny, metal, oval bank, on one side of which was a metal
plaque carrying a likeness of the Temple edifice with the inscription,
"Temple Emanu-El Mortgage Bank"—were distributed to the homes
of the members. Hilfer was appointed Chairman of this novel project. At the March meeting of the Board of Trustees, two teams were
designated to collect outstanding dues. In the Spring of that year,
on May 20, 21, and 22, the first Men's Club Carnival was held under
the Chairmanship of Samuel Rosen, which netted the congregation
the sum of $1100. The Carnival remained as an annual fund-raising
effort and grew in importance through the years.
In the Synagogue year which followed, from September 1929 to
September 1930, the financial situation began to take on more serious
aspects. At the first board meeting' following the High Holydays,
held on October 7, the Minute Books record that a "motion was
made by Benjamin Alper that the plan adopted last year be followed
this year to raise funds to cover the deficit of $6000 and that a special
committee be appointed to be known as the Budget Deficit Committee. So voted. Mr. B. W. Grossman was appointed Chairman," and
"the President requested that the Committee begin to function immediately." It did. By the end of January, 129 members had contributed the sum of $4950 to defray the deficit for the current year. This
was, indeed, a generous response, and, as an illustration of the way
many of the members responded, it is well to quote from correspondence of the period. On October 21, 1929, Henry J. Hassenfeld addressed the following letter to Judge Philip C. Joslin:
Dear Phil:
Now that the High Holydays are over, I am sure a word as
to the services will be in place and therefore I take this opportunity to tell you that both Hillel and I enjoyed the Services
held at Temple Emanu-El, immensely.
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It certainly was a privilege to be present at the Temple. Perhaps no one as much as I, can appreciate the amount of work
involved in carrying out such a great project to the point you
have carried it.
We feel that the dues are in no way sufficient for the great
inspiration and joy we derived from the Services. On behalf
of Hillel and myself, I am sending you the enclosed small check
and ask that you use it in your Temples' Building Fund.
With our most sincere wishes for continued success, I am
Very sincerely yours,
HENRY

HASSENFELD

To this warm-hearted communication, Judge Joslin replied as
follows on October 28:

1

My dear Henry:
The lot of an executive of a Temple is indeed a difficult one.
No one knows it better than you. The only satisfaction that
comes is the knowledge that his labors are resulting in something
being accomplished that is for the common good. When evidence
of that is received in the form of a tangible expression it becomes
an incentive and an encouragement for more and greater effort.
Your unsolicited letter on the part of yourself and your brother,
Hillel, with the inclosure is accepted with deep appreciation. It
will do more than help our Treasury to the extent of $200. It
will spur on our workers by the realization that men of your
character and standing are recognizing that their labors have not
been in vain and are resulting in establishing a morale of the
highest order which will inure to the ultimate benefit of our
children for a better understanding of our people.
Very sincerely yours,
P H I L I P C . JOSLIN

T h e Mortgage Banks were a very helpful source of income. At
the fifth Annual Meeting held on December 29, 1929, Hilfer reported
that 200 banks were in use and that $900 had been collected. In
January this project was given over to the Sisterhood, and Mrs.
Benjamin L. Alper assumed the Chairmanship. In March $800 was
collected from the Banks.
The big problem confronting the board at the time was the collection of outstanding dues. The Minutes for June 9, 1930, record "Dues
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amounting to over $5000 still unpaid. The matter was discussed and
Mr. Magid suggested that each member take five cards to be allotted
alphabetically and make an effort to collect the dues."
As the Synagogue year was brought to a close, the questions were
already being raised, "How to raise the budget, and how to evolve a
better plan for the payment of dues for the next year?" The answer
was found in the formation of a "Committee of Eleven to study a
new and different system of assessment and collection of dues." The
following were appointed members of this committee: Morris Espo
as chairman, Philip C. Joslin, Maurice W. Bliss, Samuel M. Magid,
Abraham L. Jacobs, Jacob Hochberg, Harry Norman, Samuel Goldberger, Ernest Blazar, Alfred Finklestein, and Carl Goldblatt. This
committee, through its chairman, Morris Espo, reported at the semiannual meeting on June 16, 1930. It was there decided, in order to
eliminate further deficits, "to have our members pay as dues either
the sum of $75.00, $100.00 or $125.00, the amount to be determined
by the members themselves."
When the next Synagogue year opened, the president, for the first
time in the history of the congregation, addressed the membership on
Kol Nidre night (October 1) in order to explain the new system of
dues and to urge that all who were able should voluntarily increase
their dues to the maximum level. General economic conditions, however, were such that this new plan for dues was slow in getting under
way. At a board meeting in October 1930, it was reported that only
80 members had voluntarily raised their dues and that "there was
need of additional $3000 to tide us over till March. Voted to continue
with the current plan and to interest individual members to make
voluntary increases. Mr. Soforenko designated as chairman." A month
later the new chairman was able to report that 58 members had
volunteered to increase dues, totaling the sum of $2,605.
When the following spring came around further schemes had to
be devised to stimulate fund-raising, and a new method was found
in the holding of Sunday Morning Breakfasts. The first of these
gatherings was held on March 21, 1931, and they were continued at
frequent intervals through 1932. These "Breakfasts" were really allday sessions. They began with religious services at 8:00 o'clock in the
morning in the Chapel. They continued with breakfast at 9:00 o'clock
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in the kindergarten room. The business meeting began at 10:00, and
after adjournment those present went out in teams of two to collect
outstanding dues. They then came back to the Temple at 5:30 in the
afternoon for final reports and very often did not leave the building
till 7:00 o'clock. It represented a full day's work.
As the Synagogue year was coming to a close, President and Mrs.
Philip C. Joslin and Vice-President and Mrs. Samuel Magid served as
hosts at dinner-meetings of the board of trustees at which financial
problems largely were dealt with. At such a meeting held on June 22,
1931, the Rabbi summarized the strenuous efforts of the congregation
to carry on its work in the face of great hardships, in the following
words:
"All these things have been accomplished despite the fact that
this past year has been a very, very hard one — has been a year
of financial and economic depression. Our people, together with
countless others, have greatly suffered. But there was no depression of any serious consequence to be noted in the work of our
Temple. We hardly reduced our budget and in no way diminished our activities. Let me say that this is due largely to the
work of one who is most devoted and loyal to the administration
of Temple affairs. I refer, of course, to our greatly respected and
admired President, Mr. Joslin. As we look about and see how
other Temples, near and far, have suffered because of hard times
and see how our Temple has forged ahead unhampered, we must
recognize the fact that this is no accident. It is due largely to
the constant and careful attention to Temple finances by our
lay-leader."
The story of the three years which followed, that is the years 1932
through 1934, repeats the pattern of the years which preceded. The
depression was getting worse and worse. Not only were financial conditions at a low ebb, but the morale of people was sinking to lower
levels. The economic depression also brought about a spiritual depression. The sermons from the pulpit during those years reflect the
spiritual needs of the times. Here are a few sermon titles of those
days: "Capitalizing Our Calamaties," "Business Worries and Nervous
Breakdowns — How to Prevent Them — A Lesson From the Hassidim," "Judaism Looks at Bad Times and Unemployment," and "In
the Day of Prosperity Rejoice; In the Day of Adversity Consider."
Many members found it impossible to maintain their membership
and requested that they be permitted to resign, despite the fact that
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in August 1932 dues were reduced to a $50 minimum. Those who did
resign did so only for financial reasons as is evidenced in a typical
letter, one of many received by the Board at the time:
"It is with deep regret that I am forced to resign from our beloved Temple. There is no need to tell you how much the
Temple means to both me and to my wife, but we find that circumstances beyond our control necessitate severing our relations.
With many thanks for the many pleasant happy days spent with
our Temple, and wishing you and every member a happy and
prosperous New Year—also hoping that in the near future we
will be able to rejoin.
Even in those difficult years, 42 new members were admitted in
October 1931 and 11 new members in October 1932. Michael Tiemann was chairman of the membership committee. In February 1932,
the membership was challenged in a "Win Or Lose" campaign to
make the necessary sacrifices to pay dues. A "We Will Win Honor
Roll" was devised, listing the names of those who responded to the
call.
In order to reduce expenses, economies were instituted. In 1931
the paid services of the choir were utilized only once each month
for Sabbath Eve Services, and at a later date were entirely discontinued. The printed weekly Temple Bulletin was changed to a
mimeographed edition. In 1932 further economies were instituted in
such items as mailing, postage, and telephone. In 1933 the Rabbi
and other members of the professional staff accepted a voluntary decrease in salary.
The congregation through those trying years received financial
assistance from the Men's Club and the Sisterhood. The Annual
Men's Club Carnivals were a source of great aid. In June 1932,
Samuel Rosen turned over to the mortgage fund of the congregation a
net profit of $2,300 from the Carnival. The Sisterhood conducted its
annual Thanksgiving Balls at the Biltmore Hotel which each year
proved a great financial arid social success. In 1932 the Sisterhood
held at the old Infantry Hall, a Food Exhibit with Mrs. Nat C. Cohen
chairman, which netted the Mortgage Fund the sum of $350. The
manner in which the Sisterhood came to the rescue of the congregation is well expressed in the following letter written by the president
on December 27, 1932, to Mrs. Cohen, then the president of the
Sisterhood.
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My dear Mrs, Cohen:
I know you will be pleased to learn that I have today made a
payment of $2,000 on the mortgage of Temple Emanu-El. The
money for this payment was received entirely through the efforts
of the Sisterhood. $500 was contributed from its Treasury.
$428.03, representing the net profits of the Ball, was received
from Mrs. Bernard Goodman, Chairman of the Ball Committee.
The balance of $1,076.97, representing the net profits from the
Ball program, was received from Mrs. Joslin, Treasurer of the
program committee.
Once more your organization came to the front at a critical
time and I desire to thank you, Mrs. Goodman, Mrs. Joslin and
all the other ladies of the Sisterhood for your and their continuous assistance and encouragement.
If we can continue to pull just a little longer until times right
themselves, there can be no doubt of ultimate complete success.
Very Sincerely yours,
P H I L I P C . JOSLIN

In 1932-1933, two additional agencies were created to cope with
the financial problem. In December 1932, at the suggestion of the
president, the Members Executive Council was brought into being.
As envisaged by the president in a letter dated December 9, 1932, to
the chairman of the nominating committee, Samuel Rosen, "This
council would select its own chairman and secretary who may or may
not be members of the board. T h e council could divide itself into
three groups, each headed by a vice-chairman of the council, and each
group to have charge of one of the following matters: membership,
the Mortgage Banks, and plans for balancing the budget." Such a
council was formed with Joseph E. Adelson as chairman. Among
its several activities it appointed a sub-committee to be in charge of1
the monthly collections from the Mortgage Banks, which committee
consisted of Alfred Finklestein as chairman, Carl Hyman, Arthur
Kaplan, S. M. White, Nathan Braverman, Louis Guny, Abraham
Percelay, Samuel Blazar, Maurice Simons, Benjamin Zetlin, Louis
Abedon, and Arthur Winkelman. Later the council enlisted the services of the Daughterhood for the collections from the banks.
A Loyalty Committee was also organized which succeeded the
former Deficit Committee. Espo was made chairman in 1933, and
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he was followed by Ralph S. Krauss in 1934. The Loyalty Committee
appealed to the members for a flat contribution of $15.00 each.
The Rabbi attempted to arouse the membership to meet its financial obligation in order to carry on the work of the congregation. In
February 1933, he sent out an appeal entitled "Fares, Please," and in
April of that year he sent to each member of the board of trustees
this message: "We have old man gloom on the run. Let's keep chasing
him."
The "Day of Adversity" lasted for six long and difficult years. They
were indeed very trying years, but the congregation emerged stronger
and more united.
C H A P T E R VII
"MILESTONES"
Certain events stand out as milestones in the history of Temple
Emanu-El. We shall consider several of these.
I.

T H E STAINED GLASS WINDOWS

The congregation had hoped from the very beginning for the
installation at the very earliest opportunity of stained-glass windows in
the main Synagogue. From the time of the dedication of the building,
temporary glass of a suitable and serviceable character had been put
into the twelve large windows on either side of the Synagogue and
in the circular window behind and over the Ark. In the winter of
1933, the members of the board of trustees felt that the time had
arrived for the installation of stained-glass windows. It was hoped
to dedicate the windows at the opening function of the celebration
of the Tenth Anniversary Year scheduled for 1934-1935.
Acting upon this hope, the board of trustees requested that the
Rabbi study this question. The following committee was appointed to
cooperate with him: Henry Hassenfeld, chairman, Judge Joslin,
Samuel M. Magid, and Samuel Mencoff. The Rabbi, together with
the members of the committee, visited many of the leading temples,
in New York City, in Boston, in Hartford, and in other neighboring
communities with a view to studying types of windows and themes.
It was felt that stained-glass windows should serve more than a
decorative purpose. They should indeed be sermons in glass. In order
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to attain this objective, it was necessary to depart considerably from
the traditional art motifs used in stained-glass windows. For the most
part, the stained-glass windows which had been studied presented a
monotonous repetition of a few symbols, such as the Mogen Dovid
or the Menorah, or such traditional Jewish art symbols as the Signs of
the Zodiac or the symbols of the Constellations, neither of which
have any ethical message.
In planning these windows, therefore, it Was necessary to undertake a considerable study of Jewish art motifs which would grow
out of Jewish tradition and which would, at the same time, present a
message to the current Jewish generation. Therefore, the work of
contemporary Jewish artists, such as Birnbaum, Krestin, and Kauffman
of Europe, Shatz and Rabban of Palestine and Raskin, Newman,
and Leif of this country, were utilized and studied. It was felt also
that the traditional objection to the use of human figures in Jewish Synagogue art should be carefully followed; that insofar as a
figure represented an abstract idea it was desirable to use it. Therefore, the windows included human figures to express such Jewish
ideals as the Sabbath, Jewish Education, and Zedakah (Charity).
The six windows on the right side of the Synagogue as one enters
were designed so as to express the unified theme: The Institutions of
Judaism. Beginning with the window nearest to the platform, the
first window depicts the Institution of the Synagogue. The second
window represents the High Holydays, Rosh Hashanah and Yom
Kippur. The third window pictures the Festivals of Shovuos and
Succoth. The fourth window depicts Passover and the Sabbath. The
fifth window shows the minor Festivals, Chanukah and Purim. The
sixth and last window depicts Tisha B'av and Chamisha Asar Beshvat.
The six windows on the left side of the Synagogue as one enters
are designed to present another unified theme: The Ideals of Judaism.
Starting with the window nearest to the platform, the first window
expresses the ideal of the Unity of Israel and the Unity of Mankind.
The second window expresses the ideals of Torah and Avodah, two
of the famous three-fold ideals of Judaism which state: "The world
rests upon three things: Torah, Avodah and Gemiluth Hasadim."
The third window depicts the theme of Gemiluth Hasadim and then
continues with another famous formulation of three great ideals of
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Judaism which states: "The world rests upon three things: Truth,
Peace and Justice." The lower panel of the third window depicts the
ideal of Truth. The fourth window treats the ideals of Justice and
Peace. The fifth window, the Jewish Education Window, is devoted
to the ideal of Talmud Torah. The sixth window, the Palestinian
Window, depicts the old and the new Palestine.
The general pattern of the windows is Moorish Arabic, inter-spaced
with little figures containing in different windows either the Star of
David, the Ten Commandments, or a rosette.
Each window contains on an average some 700 pieces of glass and
about 90 pounds of lead. The weight of each window is about 200
pounds.
The oval window behind and over the Ark depicts the central
message of Judaism through the symbolism of the Burning Bush.
Over it are inscribed the words in Hebrew: "And the bush was not
consumed," which theme ties in with the message of the Holy Ark
and the Ten Commandments.
After careful study, the contract for the manufacture and installation of the windows was awarded to Henry Keck, a well-known artist
and manufacturer of stained-glass windows of Syracuse, New York.
Through the months of May, June and July, the Rabbi, together
with Keck, worked out the various designs for the different panels.
Judge Joslin and several others made helpful suggestions.
In order to afford proper settings for the windows, the trustees appropriated funds for redecorating the sanctuary and especially the
wall surfaces around the windows. In these painted decorations, the
traditional Jewish art motifs of the pomegranate and the cluster
of grapes are used.
By the time of the High Holyday season the Temple had. been
completely redecorated and a number of the windows had been installed. During the weeks that followed the remaining windows were
added.
At the opening late Friday night service of that year, held on
October 19, 1934, which also marked the opening event of the Tenth
Anniversary year, all the stained glass windows in the Synagogue were
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dedicated. All of the lights in the auditorium were dimmed and
powerful floodlights were directed upon the windows from the outside
of the building so that the congregation might see the windows to
their full advantage, even though it was after dark. The congregation,
rising, read a dedicatory responsive prayer, and the Rabbi delivered a
dedication sermon titled, "Windows of the Soul." At this service four
of the windows were dedicated as memorial windows. In each instance a grandson of those to whom the windows were dedicated unveiled the memorial window.
The following is a description of each of the twelve windows:
T h e Institution of the Synagogue.

T H E FIRST WINDOW ON THE RIGHT:

The Top Panel depicts the central function of the Synagogue which
is to provide a place for the worship of God. This is expressed through
the placing of the Ner Tamid (The Eternal Light) before the Ark
of the Law, over which are inscribed the name of God, "Y.H.W.H."
The Hebrew inscription is taken from Psalm 16, Verse 8: "I Have
Set the Lord Always Before Me."
The Lower Panel contains a reproduction of Temple Emanu-El
expressing the idea that it is consecrated to the threefold function as
a House of Prayer, a House of Study, and a House of Assembly. This
window is dedicated to the memory of Michel Magid and Minah
Magid.
*

*

T H E SECOND WINDOW ON THE RIGHT:

*

T h e High Holydays.

The Top Panel represents Rosh Hashanah, A crown expresses the
ideal of the Sovereignty of God, Below it there are the scales depicting
the Day of Judgment. At the bottom, the Shofar recalls the fact that
Rosh Hashanah is the Day of Memorial. Thus, in this panel are contained the three ideals of Rosh Hashanah expressed in the Musaf
Service of the Day: Malchu-Yoth Zichronoth and Shofroth. Underneath are the Hebrew words, "Rosh Hashanah."
The Lower Panel represents Yom Kippur. The Ark of the Covenant and the Mercy-Seat depict the ideal of Forgiveness, and the
doves depict Israel bathing in a fountain symbolizing Atonement and
Purification. This latter symbolism is based on a Rabbinic conception
that "Israel is like unto a dove." Underneath are the Hebrew words,
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"Yom Kippur." This window is dedicated to the memory of Jennie
Joslin and Joseph Joslin.
*

*

T H E THIRD WINDOW ON THE RIGHT:

#

The Festivals of Shevuoth and

Succoth.
The Top Panel portrays the Festival of Shevuoth. The Tablets of
the Law against the background of thunder and lightning depict the
Revelation at Sinai. Sheaths of grain symbolize the fact that Shevuoth
is also a Harvest Festival. Underneath in Hebrew letters is the word,
"Shevuoth."
The Lower Panel portrays the Festival of Succoth. A Succah is
shown in which a father and mother are seated. On either side of the
Succah there is a Lulav (palm branch) together with the myrtle and
willow, and also the Ethrog (citron) in a silver case. Beneath is a
colorful garland of harvest fruit. At the bottom is the Hebrew word,
"Succoth." This window is dedicated to the memory of Shayah Hassenfeld and Chayah Hassenfeld.

*

JL
IP

T H E FOURTH WINDOW ON THE RIGHT:

JL
TP

The Festival of Passover and

the Sabbath.
The Top Panel portrays the Festival of Passover. Against a background of bright yellow and red, depicting desert heat, there stand the
pyramids of Egypt denoting the slavery of our ancestors. In front
of them there is an open cage from which a dove is escaping. The
dove is symbolic of Israel which is escaping from the slavery of Egypt.
Underneath is the Hebrew word, "Pesach."
The Lower Panel represents the Sabbath. A very tender Sabbath
scene is depicted with the mother reciting the Blessings over the
lighted candles. On the table are the candles, the Kiddush Cup, the
Cholos, and the Prayer Book. Underneath is the Hebrew word,
"Shabbos." This window is dedicated to the memory of Hyman Mencoff and Taube Mencoff.
*

#

#

The Minor Festivals—Chanukah
and Purim.
The Top Panel represents Chanukah. A very exact and beautiful
reproduction of a Chanukah Menorah designed by Professor Shatz
T H E F I F T H WINDOW ON THE RIGHT:
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of Jerusalem is depicted in bright gold against a background of blue.
Underneath is the Hebrew word, "Chanukah."
The Lower Panel represents Purim. Against the background of the
Towers of Shushan there is unrolled an open Purim Megillah (Scroll
of Esther) showing the words of Queen Esther: "For how can I
endure to see the evil that shall come unto my People" (Esther,
Chapter 8, Verse 6). This panel is dedicated to the Jewish woman of
today. Underneath is the Hebrew inscription of the word "Purim,"
This window is dedicated to the memory of Hyman Frank.
^

^

^

Tisha B'Av and Chamisha Asar

T H E SIXTH W I N D O W ON T H E R I G H T :

Bishvat.
The Top Panel portrays Tisha B'av. In dark somber colors are
depicted the Wailing Wall before which stand elderly Jews in postures
of mourning and weeping. The whole scene indicates the mournful
character of this day. Beneath are the Hebrew words, "Tisha B'av."
The Lower Panel portrays Chamisha Asar Bishvat. In sharp contrast to the somber character of the upper panel, this one is full of
light and joy. In the background is the Tower of David and in the
foreground is a young Jewish lad planting new trees in Palestine.
This festival is the Jewish Arbor Day. Beneath are the Hebrew words,
"Chamisha Asar Bishvat." This window is dedicated to the memory of
Isaac L. Rice.
W

W

T H E FIRST WINDOW ON THE L E F T :

At,

*

jr,

The Unity of Israel and the Unity

of Mankind.
The Top Panel depicts the ideal of the Unity of Israel. This is expressed through two symbols. On the top there is a reproduction of
the breast-plate worn by the High Priest in ancient Israel. On it are
contained the twelve stones representing the twelve tribes of Israel.
Thus, the thought is expressed that through a common loyalty to the
Jewish religion there is unity in Israel. In the lower part of this panel
there is another symbol of Jewish Unity: The Jewish-Flag with bands
of blue and the Star of David in, the center. This symbolizes the national unity of the Jew. Beneath, there is the Hebrew inscription
"B'nai Yisroel Am Echod," which means, "The children of Israel are
one People."
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The Lower Panel depicts the ideal of the Unity of Mankind. Two
hands are clasped in brotherliness and friendship against the background of the shield of the United States, thus expressing the hope
that in America the unity of mankind can best be achieved. Above,
there is a stylized rainbow which is symbolic of the blending of many
colors to form the beautiful hues of the rainbow, expressing the hope
that people of varied cultures and religions shall unite to make a
glorious and harmonious civilization. Above the panel there is the
inscription from the Prophet in Hebrew: "Have we not one Father"
(Malachi, Chapter 2, Verse 10). Beneath are the words: "Achvah
Ve-re-uth," meaning, "Brotherhood and Friendship." This window is
dedicated to the memory of Martha Krauss and Benjamin S. Krauss.
*

#

T H E SECOND WINDOW ON THE L E F T :

#

Torah, Avodah, and Gemiluth

Ghasadim.
In that section of the Mishna called "The Ethics of the Fathers,"
Chapter 1, Verse 2, Simon the Just has proclaimed this great doctrine
in Judaism: "The world rests on three things: Upon Torah, upon
Worship, and upon the practice of Charity and Lovingkindness." The
two panels of this window and the first panel of the third window
represent this three-fold ideal.
The Top Panel portrays the Ideal of Torah. This is symbolized,
first, by a scroll of the Torah representing religious knowledge beneath
which is a shelf of books depicting general knowledge. Below it there
is a quill, a compass, and a telescope symbolizing scientific knowledge.
Thus, the thought is expressed that all knowledge must be combined
to be used for moral ends. This, in essence, is the highest expression
of the ideal of Torah.
The Lower Panel portrays the Ideal of Avodah — Worship. A wellknown etching by Saul Raskin is used for this panel which depicts
the ceremonial objects connected with worship. Alongside a lighted
candle there is an open Prayer Book, a pair of Tefilim (phylacteries),
and a Talis (prayer shawl). Beneath is the Hebrew word, "Avodah."
This window is dedicated to the memory of Hannah Heller and
Marcus Heller.
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Charity and Truth.

T H E THIRD WINDOW ON THE L E F T :

The Top Panel portrays the Ideal of Gemiluth Chasadim — Deeds
of Charity and Lovingkindness. The famous bronze basrelief of Professor Boris Shatz is reproduced showing a Jewish mother holding up
her child to a charity box as the child is placing a coin into it. Beneath
are the Hebrew words, Gemiluth Chasadim."
The Lower Panel. With this panel and continuing with the two
panels on the fourth window there is expressed another three-fold
Ideal of Judaism taught by Rabbi Simeon Ben Gamliel who said:
"Upon three things does the world rest: Upon Truth, upon Peace,
and upon Righteousness" (Ethics of the Fathers, Chapter 1, Verse 18).
This panel, in depicting the Ideal of Truth, shows the Scroll of the
Torah over which there is the crown of the Torah. On the sides of
the scroll there is the inscription in Hebrew, "The seal of God is the
Truth." This symbolizes the fact that in God and in His teachings
mankind has the perfect truth. This window is dedicated to the memory of Anna Spear and Nahum Spear.
#

*

*

T H E FOURTH WINDOW ON THE L E F T :

Peace and Righteousness.

The Top Panel depicts the Ideal of Shalom — Peace. This is expressed through the famous words of Isaiah, Chapter 2, Verse 4: "And
they shall beat their swords into plow-shares." An anvil is shown upon
which swords are being beaten. Alongside, there stands a plow-share.
Beneath is the Hebrew word, "Shalom."
The Lower Panel depicts the Ideal of Righteousness. This is expressed through two hands raised in the Priestly Benediction, symbolizing that Righteousness is the greatest blessing to mankind. Beneath is the Hebrew inscription: "Righteousness Shall Ye Pursue."
This window is dedicated to the memory of Joseph L. Coplan.

T H E F I F T H WINDOW ON THE L E F T :

Jewish Education.

The Top Panel portrays a father instructing his child. The famous
painting by Krestin is here reproduced which shows a father wearing
a talis and tefilin pointing to an open book. He presses close to his
child in an attitude of love as he instructs him in the words of the
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Torah. The child is wearing a small talis and in his hands are its
fringes, thus showing that Jewish Education is not only something
to be learned, but also something to be experienced and performed.
Beneath are the Hebrew words taken from Scriptures: "And Thou
Shalt Teach Them Diligently Unto Thy Children" (Deuteronomy,
Chapter 6, Verse 7 ) .
The Lower Panel depicts a palm tree in full bloom and behind it
is an open Scroll of the Torah. Beneath are the Hebrew words: "It
is a Tree of Life to them that Grasp it" (Proverbs, Chapter 3, Verse
18). This window, therefore, depicts the ideal that through loyalty
to the Torah, Israel has remained an ever-living Eternal People. This
window is dedicated to the memory of Isaac Woolf.

Palestine.

T H E SIXTH WINDOW ON THE L E F T :

The Top Panel portrays the old Palestine. This is shown through
the traditional representation of the ancient city of Jerusalem. Beneath is the inscription in Hebrew from the Psalms: "If I forget
thee, O Jerusalem" (Psalm 137, Verse 5).
The Lower Panel portrays the new Palestine. This is shown through
the famous drawing of the Hebrew University on Mount Scopus by
Professor Geddes. Beneath is the inscription in Hebrew: "Out of
Zion shall go forth the Law" (Isaiah, Chapter 2, Verse 3). This window is dedicated to the memory of Harry Rosenhirsch.

The Circular Window in the choirloft over the Ark is most impressive in its theme and in its color. It represents the Burning Bush
which is never consumed, and over it is the inscription in Hebrew,
"And the bush was never consumed" (Exodus, Chapter 3, Verse 2 ) .
This window is dedicated to the memory of Richard Adelman Blazar
and Barbara Mae Blazar.
Many of those stained-glass windows have through the years been
reproduced on the religious page of the local press.
#

#

#

The Stained Glass Windows in the Main Lobby. Stained-glass windows were also installed in the main lobby leading into the Syna-
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gogue and in the Chapel. These were installed for the High Holydays in September 1943. There are six windows in number, each
based on a Biblical theme as follows:
(1) The Creation — with the inscription, "Let There Be Light."
This window is dedicated to the memory of Edward and Ida Frank
Shein.
(2) God's promise to Abraham — with the inscription, "Thy Children Shall Be as the Stars of the Heavens."
(3) King David the Psalmist — with the inscription, "The Sweet
Singer in Israel."
(4) The Prophet Jeremiah and the Tomb of Rachel — with the
inscription, "Rachel Weeping for her Children." This window is
dedicated to the memory of Harry Goldberg and Annie L. Goldberg.
(5) Ruth and Naomi — with the inscription, "Whither Thou
Goest I Shall Go."
(6) By the Waters of Babylon — with the inscription, "There We
Sat and Wept When We Remembered Zion."
These windows are executed in English cathedral and in antique
glass in a variety of rich colors.
*

*

The Stained-Glass Windows in the Chapel.
For the High Holydays in September 1942, stained-glass windows
were placed in the Chapel. Each window has as background a series
of geometric patterns of the Mogen Dovid, with rich decorative borders containing such traditional Jewish art-motifs as the cluster of
grapes and the pomegranates. Each window has a central panel expressing the following main themes:
(1) The Crown of the Torah. This window is dedicated to the
memory of Philip Korb.
(2) "El Moleh Rachamim." This window is dedicated to the memory of Morris and Rebecca Abramowitz.
(3) "Bezalel — Jewish Religious Art." This window is dedicated
to the memory of Shirley H. Sackett.
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THE

ORGAN

When the blueprints for the Temple edifice were drawn, provision
was made at the very outset for suitable organ chambers. At a meeting of the board of trustees on December 13, 1925, the following resolution was presented by Samuel Magid, seconded by Benjamin D.
Basok, and unanimously adopted; "Resolved: That an organ be
installed in Temple Emanu-El provided that it shall not be used on
Saturdays or High Holydays, and also that the Sisterhood of Temple
Emanu-El pay for same." A full year elapsed before further action
was taken in the matter. On December 27, 1926, at a meeting of
the Board of Trustees, upon the motion of Sol Cohen, a resolution
was adopted to the effect "that a Committee from the Board of
Trustees be appointed to cooperate with the Sisterhood Committee
on the selection and purchasing of an Organ."
During the years which followed, the Sisterhood kept alive the idea
of the desirability of an organ, and busied itself with increasing its
Organ Fund. An excellent organ costing approximately $10,000 was
finally purchased and dedicated on Sunday evening, April 11, 1937,
with a memorable Organ Dedication Service and Concert of Sacred
Jewish Music. The Temple was crowded to capacity with members,
guests, and music-loving members of the community. The program
presented as guest artists Cantor Iszo C. Glickstein and Professor S.
Braslavsky, both of Temple Mishkan Tefila of Boston, Louise Waterman, cellist, and George W. Stanley, Jr., organist. The Temple music
staff consisting of Cantor Harry Bettman and the Temple choir, under the direction of Arthur Einstein, presented an appropriate program. Mrs. Charles Strasmich, president of the Sisterhood, made the
Address of Presentation, and Judge Joslin responded. The spirit of
the service was expressed in words from Psalm 118, the 14th verse,
which were printed on the front page of the program: "The Lord is
my strength and song."
The Providence Journal on the following day reported on the Organ
Dedication program as follows:
"A concert of Jewish liturgical music, unique in Rhode Island
musical history, was presented last night in Temple Emanu-El at
the Service dedicating the Temple's new organ. Hundreds of
persons attended, filling every seat in the Temple, and scores of
others were unable to find places."
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The back page of the printed program carried the following paragraph: "This Organ is being presented to the Congregation by the
Sisterhood. It is a three manual Kimball Organ of forty-nine stops,
containing about fourteen hundred pipes. The Organ is divided, and
the pipes are located in the two chambers on either side of the Choir
Gallery in the center of which is the Organ Console. We are truly
appreciative of the efforts of many members of the Sisterhood who,
by generous personal donations and by zealous money-raising efforts,
have made possible the installation of this highly prized musical addition to our Temple. The members of the Organ Dedication Committee are Mrs. Philip C. Joslin, Chairman, Mrs. Herman Bernstein,
Mrs. Minna Blazar, Mrs. Nat C. Cohen, Mrs. Joseph L. Coplan, Mrs.
Esther Pritsker, Mrs. Abraham H. Rotman, Mrs. Charles Strasmich."
After the organ was installed, the board of trustees, in response to
the wishes of the congregation, voted in successive years to permit
its use, first at the Confirmation Services, then on the Festivals if they
did not occur on the Sabbath, and also at the late Sabbath Eve Services. In later years the playing of the organ was allowed on Sabbaths, and finally, in accordance with the then preponderant sentitiment, and the High Holydays. The organ was used for the first
time at High Holyday Services on Rosh Hashanah 5704, September
1943.
III.

PURCHASES OF ADDITIONAL LAND

After the original parcels of land were purchased, two additions
were made to the land holdings of the congregation. On August 27,
1928, the president reported to the board of trustees that two lots
were purchased on Taft Avenue at a price of $5506. The purchase
was made possible through the cooperation of the following members,
each of whom advanced the sum of $96.20: Benjamin L. Alper, Herman Bernstein, Maurice W. Bliss, Benjamin Brier, Joseph L. Coplan,
Benjamin W. Grossman, Alfred H. Green, Judge Philip C. Joslin,
Joseph E. Koppelman, Jacob Meyer, Samuel M. Magid, Charles Silverman, Archibald Silverman, and Isaac Woolf.
The deed for the land was taken and recorded on June 12, 1928.
As the need for a new building grew more urgent, the Temple made
another purchase of two houses and lots adjoining the Temple, 317319 Morris Avenue, and 321-323 Morris Avenue. It was the intention
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of the congregation to have these newly acquired buildings removed
to other locations and to erect the Meeting House and School House
on that site. Title was taken on these properties on January 10, 1945.
Herman J. Aisenberg and Samuel Temkin handled the legal matters.
This purchase added 11,000 square feet of land on Taft Avenue.
IV.

T H E VESTRY AUDITORIUM H I G H HOLYDAY SERVICES

An over-flow service was established in the Vestry Auditorium for
the High Holydays in September 1943. This service was an accommodation to non-members. Rabbi Jesse Schwartz of Montreal, Canada conducted these services. The committee in charge consisted of
Saul Feinberg as 'Chairman, Max Berman, Everett Cowen, Harold
Dick, Archie Fain, Samuel Garr, Alfred J. Goldberg, Nathan Temlcin,
Harry Goldman, Bernard Goodman, Joseph Keller, Frank Lazarus,
Isador Korn, and Samuel Michaelson.
These services were continued the following year in September 1944.
In that year a large number of families sought admission to Temple
membership. New members who were assigned seats for the Vestry
Auditorium Services received a one-half remission of their dues. Rabbi
Max Kadushin of New York was the officiating Rabbi.
CHAPTER VIII
ANNIVERSARIES
Happy anniversaries are the signs of happy living. This is true of
the life of individuals as it is of corporate bodies.
The Temple's

Tenth

Anniversary

The month of January 1935 was set aside as Tenth Anniversary
Month. On the first two Friday nights of that month the Rabbi
preached pre-anniversary sermons titled, "What Have We Accomplished in the Last Ten Years," delivered on January 4, and "What
We Hope to Accomplish in the Next Ten Years," delivered on January 11. These addresses were the prelude to the Tenth Anniversary
Celebration consisting of five events. The first of these was the Tenth
Anniversary Service held on Friday evening, January 18, at which,
before a crowded congregation, Rabbi Herman H. Rubenovitz of
Temple Mishkan Tefila, Boston, delivered the Anniversary Address.
Rabbi Rubenovitz had spoken at the exercises in connection with the
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Laying of the Cornerstone. Judge Philip C. Joslin, also spoke, recalling the early struggles of the congregation and its present achievements. The Anniversary Sermon was preached by the Rabbi, and
greetings in behalf of the community were brought by Doctor Arthur
H. Bradford, Minister of the Central Congregational Church. A brief
Memorial Service was conducted by the Rabbi in memory of the following founders and members of the congregation who had died
during the preceding ten years: Harry Abedon, Joseph Blazar, Bessie
Cooper, Jacob Fineman, Albert Goldsmith, Bernard Goldstein, George
Grossman, Isadore Pritsker, Louis Rubin, Louis Shatkin, Shandel
Shatkin, Joseph Young, and Samuel H. Zucker. Cantor Bettman
and the full Temple Choir, under the direction of Arthur Einstein,
choirmaster, presented a musical program.
The second event of the celebration was held at the Sabbath morning service on Saturday, January 19, at which the following girls
observed their Bas Mitzvah: Rita Berman, Molly Fertman, Avis
Forbes, Norma Hurwitz, Shirley Kapstein, Sylvia Katz, Beatrice Klibanoff, Ruth Ostrow, Claire Samdperil, and Isabelle Weinstein. Rabbi
Morris Schussheim of Temple Beth-Israel was the guest preacher.
Rabbi Goldman also delivered a brief sermon on the theme, "What
Is the Song of the Jew?" After the service a reception was held in
the vestry by the parents of the Bas Mitzvah girls.
The third event of the anniversary was a special program sponsored
by the Institute of Jewish Studies on Saturday afternoon, January
19, at 2:00 o'clock, at which Doctor Abram L. Sachar of the University of Illinois, delivered a lecture in the Lecture Hall before a
large audience on the subject, "Ifs That Changed Jewish History."
Mrs. Nat C. Cohen presided.
The fourth event of the anniversary was the Historical Pageant and
Religious School Reunion held on Sunday morning, January 29.
This celebration was devoted to the youth of the congregation. Every
seat in the Synagogue was occupied by pupils, former pupils, and
parents. The pageant, which re-enacted scenes from the history of
the congregation, consisted of a prologue, four scenes, and an epilogue. About forty children participated in the pageant, many of
them sons and daughters of those who had originally taken part in
the events depicted. The program follows:
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PROLOGUE

The Historian, Recording Secretary Charles Brown.. .Bertram Brown
SCENE

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

I—From an Informal Meeting, September 2, 1924

Samuel M. Magid
Samuel Goldberger
Ernest Blazar
B. L. Alper
George Pullman
SCENE

Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.

II—The Organization Meeting of the Sisterhood,
September 23, 1925

Joseph L. Coplan
Sol Cohen
Samuel Blazar
Jenny Goldsmith
Herman Bernstein
Abe V. Flink
Max Temkin

SCENE

Irving Magid
Herbert Goldberger
Howard Blazar
Leon Burt
Maurice Pullman

Irma Coplan
Mrs. Sylvia Cohen Goldshine
Beatrice Norman
Miriam Goldsmith
Gladys Chernack
Eunice Flink
Bernice Temkin

III—Laying of the Cornerstone of the Temple,
October 3, 1926

Judge Philip C. Joslin
Alfred H. Joslin
Rabbi Samuel Gup
Arnold Blazar
Governor Aram J . Pothier
Theodore Sack
Rabbi Herman H. Rubenovitz
Maurice Beck
Rabbi Morris Schussheim
Merrill Hassenfeld
Rabbi Israel M. Goldman
Irving Strasmich
Mr. Samuel M. Magid
Irving Magid
Choral Anthem—"Firm This Cornerstone Be Laid"
Stark
The Girls' Choral Society
SCENE

IV—The Dedication of the Temple, September 18, 1927
Judge Philip C. Joslin — Alfred H. Joslin

Processional With the Torahs (Religious Service for Torah
Processional)
Mr. Harry Brier
Mr. Abe V. Flink
Mr. Benjamin Grossman

Stanley Brier
Douglas Seigal
Wallace Genser
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Mr. Nathan White
Norman Klibanoff
Dr. Joseph Smith
Howard Weiner
Mr. Abraham L. Jacobs
Milton Jacobs
Lieutenant-Governor Norman S. Case
Abbott Lieberman
Mayor James E. Dunne
!
.Elijah
Koppelman
Dr. W. H. P. Faunce, President Brown University.
Irving Espo
Dedication Anthem—"To Worship God In Truth"
Traditional
The Girls' Choral Society
Hymn — "Hear The Voice of Israel's Elders"
Rabbi Israel M. Goldman

Greetings
MR.

MILTON JACOBS,

M R . CHARLES

A.

President Alumni Association

BACKMAN,

Chairman School Board

Closing Hymn — "En Ke-lohenu"
Benediction
The fifth and closing event was the Tenth Anniversary Meeting and
Dedication of the Sefer Torah, held on Sunday evening, January 20.
The program opened with a processional with the Torahs. The new
sacred scroll that was to be dedicated was carried into the Synagogue
under a canopy by Jacob I. Felder and Mrs. Felder, the donors. They
were escorted to the pulpit by the Rabbi, Cantor, Officers, the bearers
of the sacred scroll, and by a group of the children to whom the
Torah was being presented for the Junior Congregation of the School.
Felder made a brief presentation address, and the acceptance was
made by Maurice Dressier for the Religious School. The following
children dedicated the Torah by filling in the letters: Aaron Beck,
Abraham Belilove, Bernice Ganzer, Milton Isserlis, Joyce Joslin, Norman Kahnovsky, Harvey Mellion, Shirley Norman, Hilda Pritsker,
Hinda Pritsker, Stanley Rotman, and Douglas Seigal. The Torah
was then placed into the Holy Ark. The opening prayer was recited
by Rabbi Morton Goldberg of Fall River, the prayer before the Ark
by Rabbi Morris A. Gutstein of Newport. The main address of the
evening was delivered by Reverend Doctor Elias Margolis, President
of the Rabbinical Assembly of America. Addresses were also delivered
by Judge Philip C. Joslin and Rabbi Goldman. Greetings were presented by Samuel M. Magid, the vice-president. The Annual Meeting was then held. This was followed by a Congregational Reception
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JOSLIN TESTIMONIAL SERVICE — NOVEMBER 19, 1944
RABBI ISRAEL M. GOLDMAN, JUDGE PHILIP C. JOSLIN AND
GOVERNOR J. HOWARD McGRATH.
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in the vestry in charge of the Sisterhood. Norman Klibanoff was the
first to read from the newly dedicated Torah scroll. The musical program was in charge of Cantor Bettman and the full Temple choir,
under the direction of Arthur Einstein, choirmaster.
Joseph L. Coplan was General Chairman of the Tenth Anniversary
Committee.
Following the Tenth Anniversary celebrations, on Wednesday evening, January 23, Judge and Mrs. Philip C. Joslin held a, dinner party
at their home for the Board of Trustees celebrating the Tenth Anniversary. Because of a great blizzard that evening, many of those who
had come to the Joslin home spent the night there because it was
impossible for them to reach .their own homes.
The Temple's

Twentieth

Anniversary

It was felt that, since the congregation had had its origin in February 1924, it would be appropriate to hold the Twentieth Anniversary Celebration in the fall of 1944 to mark the completion of
twenty years of the congregation's history. The week-end of November
17-19 was designated for this purpose. The first of the observances
was the Twentieth Anniversary Service held on Sabbath evening, Friday, November 17, 1944. The congregation heard an address by
Doctor Herman Abramowitz, the Rabbi of Congregation Shaar Hashomayim of Montreal, Canada, titled, "Milestone of Salvation." Doctor
Abramowitz was invited for this occasion, because he had been President of the United Synagogue of America, and had sent a message of
greeting and encouragement at the time, the : congregation was
organized.
Doctor Abramowitz based his discourse on the incident mentioned
in the Bible when, after a decisive victory over the Philistines, the
prophet Samuel set up a stone which he called "Ebenezer," meaning
"Hitherto hath the Lord helped us."
Developing this theme, he declared:
"The significance of the celebration was to further emphasize the
importance of religion in human life if we are to have a better world.
The tragedy which has befallen mankind as a result of two world
wars in our own generation, has in large measure been due to the lack
of religion in the world. We have put our trust in everything, except
in religion as a guide in life."
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Preceding the Anniversary Address by Doctor Abramowitz, Rabbi
Goldman in his Anniversary Sermon spoke on the theme, "Temple
Emanu-El — The Next Twenty Years." Taking as his text the words
of the Psalmist, "How Can I Repay Unto the Lord For All His
Benefits Unto Me," he declared that the only real way to express
gratitude to God would be "to lift up the cup of salvation and call
upon the name of the Lord." He declared his faith in the importance
of the Synagogue in the years to come by stating:
"This, then, is what Temple Emanu-El must continue to be for
the next twenty years: A place of dignity, a house of learning, an
island of refuge from the turmoil of our time. T o this place
young and old shall come to learn a bit of Jewish ethics, a parable
from the Talmud, a great saying of a modern Hebrew poet, a
brilliant insight of a giant philosopher. Here young and old shall
come to surrender themselves to the Services, the Prayers, the
sermons, the courses of study for children and adults. Here they
shall feel themselves part of a great tradition. Here they shall
be made whole. Here they shall drink of the cup of salvation
and call upon the name of the Lord."
The service ended with a brief prayer of remembrance for the following deceased members of the Board of Trustees: Charles A. Backman, Joseph Blazar, Maurice W. Bliss, Charles Brown, Sol Cohen,
Joseph L. Coplan, Joseph E. Koppelman, Philip I. Korb, Isidor
Pritsker, Samuel Resnick, Herbert Tiemann, Michael Tiemann, Isaac
Woolf, and Allie Zura. Music was provided by Cantor Jacob Hohenemser and the Temple Emanu-El choir under the direction of Arthur
Einstein.
The second religious service of this anniversary was the Community
Observance held at the sabbath morning services on Saturday, November 18. Greetings were brought by Doctor James P. Adams,
Vice-President of Brown University, in behalf of that institution;
Doctor William G. Braude, Rabbi of Temple Beth-El, in behalf of
the Rabbinical Association of Rhode Island; and Doctor Arthur E.
Wilson, Minister of the Round Top Congregational Church, in behalf
of the Rhode Island Council of Churches. Rabbi Morris Schussheim
of Temple Beth-Israel preached the Anniversary Sermon.
The week-end celebrations concluded on Sunday evening, November 19, with a Testimonial Service honoring Judge Philip C. Joslin
upon his Twentieth Anniversary as President. The Temple was
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filled with members of the congregation and many distinguished
guests. The Testimonial Service opened with a brief devotional period
in which Cantor Hohenemser chanted the prayer, "Va-ani Se-filosi,"
accompanied by Arthur Einstein at the organ, with violin obligato by
Benjamin Premack. Following the invocation and scripture reading
from the 112th Psalm, verses 1-8, Max Winograd was presented as the
presiding officer for the remainder of the evening.
Governor J. Howard McGrath then spoke on the theme, "Judge
Joslin — The Citizen." The Governor stated:
"I did say on several occasions that I lived in this parish, this
was my Temple. We sort of got together one day, Dr. Goldman
and myself, and decided that between St. Sebastian's and Temple
Emanu-El we ought to be able to make a pretty good combination. I really thought that I was in. But the Treasurer has
never been around and lo and behold, I pick up the program and
find something that has to do with the burning of the mortgage
and I find a lot of names on here, but no McGrath. I am going
to start an inquiry as to just what my rights are in my membership. I think I am entitled to be a contributing member, that is
contributing something besides words. You have been very kind
to me in the past. You have invited me here on a number of
occasions. I have always been deeply moved at the opportunity
to stand before this altar in the presence of the sacred depository
of the sacred word which is the Scripture by which all our lives
are run, but I, perhaps, was never quite so exalted as I am with
the chance to be here tonight on this particular occasion when
we meet primarily to pay honor to a distinguished man . . .
"I suppose that I might pay the highest compliment that I can
to Judge Joslin by saying that the topic assigned to me and to
Judge O'Connell is all summed up together in the topic assigned
to Rabbi Goldman; because it is Phil Joslin, the Jew, that makes
a distinguished jurist (and he is a distinguished jurist because he
is a good Jew); he is a splendid citizen because being a good
Jew he
could be nothing else but a splendid citizen (Applause)
>>
Judge Jeremiah E. O'Connell, Presiding Justice of the Superior
Court of the State of Rhode Island, then delivered an address on
"Judge Joslin—The Jurist." He said in part:
"From the time when he first donned the robe of his judicial
office, he has so conducted himself as to command the confidence,
the respect and the esteem of all classes of our citizenry. Although he has been for many years a member of one of our high-

30

Rhode Island Jewish Historical Notes
est courts, his probity, his integrity and his judicial qualifications
remain unchallenged and unquestioned. He has merited, and he
possesses, the confidence and admiration of all the members of
the Bar in this State and in the annals of the Bar of Rhode Island his name will be written large as one of the ablest and best
remembered Judges who has possessed in addition to his judicial
qualifications those humane qualities and attributes which have
so admirably fitted him for the high position which he now occupies.
"As his colleague for many years and as one, who, like yourselves, holds him in high and affectionate regard, I join with you
in wishing him many more years of health and happiness and
continued public service."

Rabbi Goldman then spoke on the subject, "Judge Joslin — The
Jew:"
"The Bible tells us about Moses: 'Va-yigdal Moshe Va-yetze
El Echov.' 'And Moses grew up, Moses matured, Moses became
great.' The Bible is very exact in its phrasing and does not use
superfluous language. But in one verse after another this Hebrew phrase is repeated—'Va-yigdal Moshe.' 'Moses became great.'
The Rabbis inquired why was it necessary so often to repeat
this sentence concerning the life of Moses. What was the true
nature of his eminence, of his greatness? They gave us the answer by saying 'Va-yetze El Echov.' Moses became great not only
because he was a great citizen of Egypt, not only because he was
high in the Councils of State, but primarily because 'He went
out to his brethren.' By turning to his own people, he became
great.
"While I can respond with a full chorus of amens to the eminence of Philip Joslin, the citizen, to his renown as a jurist, I
would emphasize in my brief remarks the thought that Judge
Joslin has achieved his greatest stature because he has turned
to his own brethren. This is unlike so many men of our own
faith who, once they achieve a little eminence, once they grow
in stature and are accepted particularly in the Gentile community, they do not turn toward their own brethren, but the very
opposite—they turn away from them and to their lasting shame
even disown them. But this was not the pattern that Moses, the
law-giver, set for his people. He became great because he went
out unto his brethren. This is the distinguishing mark in Philip
Joslin's life that we take so much pride in. He turned to his
brethren from his youngest years. Many of you who remember
him from his boyhood know that he became the organizer and
leader of a group to which many of you must have belonged as
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boys, 'The Youth of Zion.' In his more mature years he turned
to other organizations that were Jewish in character. His supreme achievement came, however, when he turned to the
strengthening of Synagogue life and more specifically to the
founding of this Congregation."
After a musical interlude in which the choir chanted the 150th
Psalm, "Praise God In His Sanctuary," Doctor Abraham A. Neuman,
President of Dropsie College in Philadelphia, delivered an address
on the subject, "Ideal Jewish Leadership."
Awards of gold keys for distinguished service were then made by
Samuel Rosen, vice-president, and Ernest Blazar, financial secretary
to the following: Samuel M. Magid "for distinguished service as
Vice-President of the Congregation for twenty years;" Ernest Blazar
"for faithful service as Financial Secretary of the Congregation for
twenty years;" to Benjamin D. Basok, Herman Bernstein, Samuel
Goldberger, Abraham L. Jacobs, Mrs. Philip C. Joslin, George Pullman, Abraham H. Rotman, Benjamin I. Sass, upon their election as
Honorary Members of the Board of Trustees "for devoted service as
members of the Board of Trustees for twenty years." Samuel M.
Magid, vice-president, then made a presentation of a sterling silver
case to Samuel Rosen "for his devoted leadership in the Mortgage
Redemption Program of the Congregation since 1929, on the occasion
of his fiftieth birthday." A presentation was also made to the Rabbi
by Samuel Magid. The nominating committee then gave its report
through Ralph S. Krauss, its chairman, and Benjamin Brier and
Samuel Rapaporte, Jr., made a two-fold presentation to Judge Joslin.
In behalf of the congregation they presented him with a personal
gift, and in behalf of those who contributed to the Mortgage Redemption Fund they presented a check of $20,000.
At this point a processional of six children representing various
departments of the religious school entered the Synagogue. These
children were Sheldon Blazar, Dorothy Brier, Judith Fain, Richard
Kaplan, Renee Rapaporte, and Harris Rosen. They brought to the
platform a photostatic copy of the mortgage, a silver urn, and a lighted
candle, all to be used in connection with the burning of the Temple
mortgage. To the accompaniment of organ music, they ascended the
platform, and Renee Rapaporte spoke in behalf of the five hundred
children of the religious school:

32

Rhode Island Jewish Historical Notes
"Dear Judge, we represent the five hundred children in the
Religious School of our beautiful Temple. We all want to express to you our love and our thanks for all you are doing for
the children of our Temple today, for all you have done for the
boys and girls of our Temple in the last twenty years, and also
for all you will do for our youth in the years to come. W e all
know that the well-being of Jewish youth is very close to your
heart and that is why you became the leader in the building of
this Temple. We are proud that your dreams for a great Temple
Emanu-El have been realized and we are very happy that this
celebration is being held in your honor tonight. W e will always
remember this occasion when the mortgage of the Temple is
being burned and we, the children of the Congregation, take
pleasure in presenting to you all the things that are necessary
for the ceremony of burning the mortgage."

The mortgage of the Temple was then burned, Judge Joslin after
paying tribute to the memory of departed co-workers, then spoke in
appreciation of those who had contributed the last $20,000 to retire
the mortgage, and also of his co-workers in the congregation.
He then turned from reflections of the past to thoughts of the
years to come:
"What of the future? Who dares to prophecy it? We tried it
twenty years ago and planned our organization for a full generation. We erected an edifice to care for 250 member families.
Our membership today is 460. W e planned for a school of 200
children. Our present enrollment Is 494. Programs of public
service never envisaged were adopted and have since become the
accepted and expected order. The fact is that we have completely
outgrown our physical facilities. Our program and sphere of
service, as planned for the then future, has demonstrated that one
cannot prescribe the growth and the potentialities of the future.
"We shall continue our policy of taking into the administration
of the Temple young men and young women, thereby to furnish
a constant flow of life blood and to energize accumulatively our
forces. We anxiously await full and complete victory and the
return of our over 200 boys, with whom, throughout the war,
there has been a continual contact. There is a mutual anxiety—
on their part and on ours—for them to step directly into Temple
activity.
"The Synagogue of today no longer limits itself to the mere
conduct of religious services. It is something more than a system
of rituals and a loyalty to ancestral traditions, important as they
are. In a true sense the Synagogue of today is an institution
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designed to prepare us—men, women and children—for the various and complex problems of life and human behavior. It dealsin the spiritual, social and economic spheres of life. It is a school
for the application of social values. An institution which constantly concerns itself with the individual from his birth to his
dissolution with life, must be something more than merely a
place for prayer and meditation on stated occasions.
"Moreover, our Temple must never be static. We live in an
ever changing world and if we would be true to ourselves and
the purpose of our Founders, we must continually take cognizance of these changes and of the resulting changing conditions of
human life.
"I like to quote our very good friend, Dr. Louis Finklestein.
'It is one of the great achievements of Jewish law,' he said, 'that
it provides in itself the machinery for its interpretation, its expansion, and its application to changing conditions.' We 'have all
accepted the fundamental principle that Jewish law must be preserved, but that it is subject to interpretation by those who have
mastered it, and that the interpretation placed upon it by duly
authorized masters in every generation must be accepted with as
much reverence as those which were given in previous generations.' This, Dr. Finklestein holds, 'is not to break with traditional Judaism, but to return to it.'
"At the birth of Temple Emanu-El, Dr. Finklestein's words had
not been written. But their thought and substance had been
incorporated in our Charter and in the character of our organization. They were the great purpose sought in the establishment
of Temple Emanu-El.
"On a larger and more general horizon, there are other problems which concern us as a religious institution. T o mention a
few will suffice to illustrate the breadth of our viewpoint.
"We are concerned with religious education of the child and
adult and with a broad program of cultural activities.
"We are concerned with an enthusiastic and wholehearted
participation in all movements of a patriotic character.
"We are concerned with all local philanthropy, especially that
pertaining to our own underprivileged and unfortunate.
"We are concerned with the future of Palestine as a homeland,
and with maximum aid to our stricken people all over the world.
"We wish to give our every effort directly and in cooperation
with other forces to the re-education of our community in order
that Jew and Christian, may come truly to know each other and
live together in perfect understanding.
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"We shall encourage a healthy and virile social environment.
"We shall foster the recognition of civic leadership in our
community.
"In conclusion may I say we face the future with courage and
hope. The problems with which we have wrestled during these
past years have been largely overcome. But there will be others.
The results we have achieved, the place we have attained, are but
the foundations which have been laboriously built, brick by
brick. As we cross over into the third decade we are firmly resolved that, with God's help, we shall build upon those foundations, a superstructure of intangible values that will more and
more make this Temple what its founders envisaged, an institution of religion, of education, and of public service."
During the program, Lieutenant Martin M. Zucker, secretary of
the congregation, who had just returned from overseas army duty,
read letters of greeting from many eminent personalities in American
Jewish life, among them Doctor Louis Finklestein, the president of
the Jewish Theological Seminary of America. The testimonial service
concluded with the singing of "Adon Olom," and the Benediction.
The Rabbi's Tenth

Anniversary

At the meeting of the Board of Trustees on April 8, 1935, a resolution was passed "to give due and proper recognition to Rabbi Goldman, marking the anniversary of his tenth year of service." Nat C.
Cohen was appointed chairman of the Tenth Anniversary Committee.
The Tenth Anniversary Service was held on Friday evening, May
24, 1935. The Providence Evening Bulletin for the next day reported
the event as follows:
"Defending the right of true spiritual leaders to apply the
truths of religion to modern economic and social problems, Dr.
Clarence A. Barbour, President of Brown University, last night
warned the members of Temple Emanu-El against publicity
seeking clergymen. He praised Rabbi Goldman, observing his
tenth anniversary service as Rabbi of Temple Emanu-El, as exemplifying the finest of true spiritual leadership."
Other speakers were Judge Philip C. Joslin, president of the Temple, and Doctor Elias L. Solomon, president of the United Synagogue
of America. Judge Joslin reviewed the record of accomplishment of
Rabbi Goldman during his rabbinate and called this decade one of
notable significance. Judge Joslin read messages of greeting to Rabbi
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Goldman from many local and national leaders. Among them was
the following letter dated May 13, 1935 from Doctor Cyrus Adler,
president of the Jewish Theological Seminary of America, and president of the American Jewish Committee, to Judge Joslin:
"It is with much pleasure that I write to greet you and your
Congregation' on the celebration of Rabbi Israel Goldman's tenth
anniversary as your Rabbi and as a graduate of this Seminary.
"During the decade which Rabbi Goldman has given to the
service of your community, he has won for himself a distinguished
place in the American Jewish ministry. Through his energy, his
devotion, the charm of his personality, his eloquence, and his
learning, he has been able to bring to bear not only upon the
people of Providence but on those of many other communities
the fine influences of our noble traditions.
"While Rabbi Goldman was still a student at the Seminary,
he was already appointed an instructor in the extension classes
conducted by our Teachers Institute. Since that time he has
continued his interest in adult Jewish education, and I was very
pleased to hear that President Barbour of Brown University had
appointed him a lecturer at the University.
"I hope that Rabbi Goldman may have many happy years
with you. I should like to take this occasion to extend to him my
special thanks for his continued loyalty to this institution."
' This celebration assumed a more intimate character at the Tenth
Anniversary Banquet which was held on Sunday evening, May 26,
at the Narragansett Hotel. The Jewish Herald for the following
Friday reported the occasion as follows:
"One of the most unusual events of its kind ever held in the
history of the Providence Jewish Community was the Testimonial
Dinner tendered Rabbi Israel M. Goldman last Sunday night at
the Narragansett Hotel. The speakers' list was headed by Dr.
Israel Herbert Levinthal, spiritual leader of the Brooklyn Jewish
Center.
"Others who spoke included Bishop Granville Gaylord Bennett,
D.D., of the Episcopal Diocese of Rhode Island, who praised
Rabbi Goldman as a man of religion; Father Lorenzo C. McCarthy, president of Providence College, who also spoke of the
Rabbi's devotion to religious ideals; former Mayor Joseph H.
Gainer, co-chairman of the Rhode Island Seminar on Human
Relations, who praised the Rabbi's work in connection with
bringing about goodwill and better understanding between Catholics, Protestants and Jews of the State; Mayor James E. Dunne
who discussed the Rabbi's contribution to the civic life of Provi-
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dence, and Rabbi Morris Schussheim of Temple Beth-Israel, who
presented an appreciation of personal friendship.
"Speaking in behalf of the Congregation were Herman J .
Aisenberg, Men's Club; Mrs. Herman E. Goodman, Sisterhood;
Charles A. Backman, School Board; Milton Jacobs, Alumni Association.
"Dr. Levinthal paid tribute to the importance of Rabbi Goldman in the American Rabbinate. He brought greetings from the
United Synagogue of America, the Rabbinical Assembly of America, and from the Jewish Theological Seminary of America. He
declared that in many fields of Jewish endeavor Rabbi Goldman
has been the pioneer, especially in the field of Jewish religious
education for both young and adults.
"Judge Philip C. Joslin presided, and Nat C. Cohen was chairman of arrangements. Rabbi Abraham I. Schechter gave the
invocation. A musical program was presented by Prof. Arthur
Einstein and a chorus of 35 voices, and by Cantor Harry Bettman.
At the conclusion of the speakers' program, Samuel M. Magid
made a presentation to Rabbi Goldman in behalf of the Congregation. Judge Joslin then introduced the celebrant who expressed appreciation for all the festivities and spoke of all that
the Congregation means to him.
"Special guests of the Congregation were Rabbi Morton Goldberg of Fall River, Rabbi Bernard H. Ziskind of New Bedford,
Rabbi Morris Gutstein of Newport. Others seated at the head
table were Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Krauss, Rabbi William G.
Braude and Mr. and Mrs. Nat C. Cohen."
CHAPTER I X
"IN T H E SERVICE OF T H E COMMUNITY"

In the Sabbath prayers God's blessing is invoked upon "all such
who occupy themselves in faithfulness with the needs of the community." Temple Emanu-El during the first decades participated
actively in community service.
Promoting

Good-Will

Many activities were undertaken with a view to promoting a better
understanding in the community of Jews and Judaism.
I.
Toward this objective meeetings of the Rhode Island Ministers'
Association, of which Rabbi Goldman was at one time the vice-presi-
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dent, frequently were held in the Temple. For the first time in the
history of Rhode Island, the Ministers' Association, comprising some
300 Protestant clergy from the entire State, met in a Jewish Synagogue on January 31, 1935. Professor Mordecai M. Kaplan was the
speaker. The Religious Editor of the Providence Journal, Frederick
A. Wilmot, reported this meeting as follows:
"For the first time in the history of Rhode Island religious life,
a group of Christian clergymen met as a body in a Jewish Temple,
listened to an address by a Jewish scholar and received into
membership Jewish Rabbis.
"Dr. Everett R. Clinchy, Director of the National Conference
of Christians and Jews, in a communication to Dr. Allen E.
Claxton, President of the Ministers' Association, characterized the
meeting as an historic occasion. Felicitations were also received
from Rabbi Stephen S. Wise of New York City, congratulating
the Christian Clergy of the State and Temple Emanu-El."
Wilmot continues:
"I sat with a group of Protestant Ministers in this Jewish Temple listening to that saintly philosopher, Dr. Mordecai M. Kaplan,
speak out bravely for a new approach to religious tolerance."
The following year, on February 24, 1936, the Ministers' Association
were again the guests of the Temple for an all-day session, at which
Doctor Stephen S. Wise was the speaker, on the subject, "The Christian-Jewish Tragedy — Will It Never End?" The meeting was reported as follows in the Providence Evening Bulletin by Religious
Editor Frederick A. Wilmot:
"Rabbi Stephen S. Wise of New York City did a skillful piece
of spiritual surgery and made his audience like it in his talk on
"The Christian-Jewish Tragedy — Will It Never End?" at the
gathering of the Ministers Association at Temple Emanu-El.
"His technique reminded me of the action of Dr. Leroy L.
Harman's recent discovery — his desensitizer. He drilled through
the skin of un-Christian attitudes, but never jabbed through to
the live nerve of prejudice.
"Anyone may profit by a careful study of Rabbi Wise's dialectic.
He presents a strong argument out of its setting and then by an
adroit shift of illustration brings its truth home to the wrong-doer.
"The gathering at the Temple wTas notable in many respects;
A great Jewish Rabbi telling a group of Christian Ministers, in a
Jewish Temple, their shortcomings.
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"Another unusual happening was the fact that Rabbi Goldman
was welcomed back to his Temple after a three-months' illness,
by a Christian gathering that showered upon him words of sincere affection. Rabbi Goldman returned to his pulpit for the
first time last evening and spoke on, 'Jewish Influence and AntiSemitism in the United States.' "

Another all-day gathering of clergy was held on January 29, 1940
sponsored by the Rhode Island Ministers' Association; the program
was titled, "Know Thy Neighbor." This meeting of the organization
was the first in which a Catholic priest participated. In the morning
Doctor Louis Finkelstein delivered an address on "The Pharisees
and Christianity." After lunch there was a series of talks on the
general theme, "Know Thy Neighbor." Father Cullen spoke on "Thy
Catholic Neighbor," Doctor Arthur H. Bradford on "Thy Protestant
Neighbor," and Rabbi Goldman on "Thy Jewish Neighbor."
II.
The presentation by the local Jewish community on June 25, 1934
of an engrossed scroll containing a Hebrew prayer to Bishop Keough
on the occasion of his consecration on May 22, 1934 as Bishop of the
Catholic Diocese attracted considerable attention locally.
The event was fully reported on the front pages of both the Providence Evening Bulletin that afternoon and the Providence Journal
the next morning by Frederick A. Wilmot, religious editor:
"Jewish People Present Prayer T o Bishop Keough"
Invoke Blessing Upon His Administration
At Impressive Gathering
Prelate Deeply Touched
No Place for Bigotry in Providence, He Says — Offering is
Richly Engrossed.

"The Jewish community of Providence presented a richly engrossed prayer formulated in the Hebrew manner to Most Rev.
Francis Patrick Keough, D.D., Roman Catholic Bishop of Providence, invoking God's blessing upon his administration, at an
impressive gathering in the Chancery, Fenner Street, this morning.
"Rabbi Israel M. Goldman of Temple Emanu-El, Morris Avenue, senior Rabbi of the community, was spokesman and extended the welcome of the Jewish group to the bishop 'who has
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been called by God's grace to the spiritual leadership and guidance of the lives of thousands of our Catholic neighbors and
fellow citizens.'
"Rabbi Goldman placed on his head the black skull cap worn
in the Synagogue as the group arose in the Bishop's office, while
the prayer was being read.
"Bishop Keough in a gracious response declared that there
was no place for bigotry in his life and thought. I must love
my neighbors as a Christian,' he said. 'As Bishop of Providence
the Jewish population will have in me a brother and a friend.'
"The Jewish representatives included: Judge Philip C. Joslin,
Max L. Grant, Dr. Hie L. Berger, Rabbi Israel M. Goldman,
Rabbi Morris Schussheim, Archibald Silverman, Max Rosen,
Henry Hassenfeld, Samuel M. Magid, Charles C. Brown, and
Walter I. Sundlun.
"The Prayer of the Jewish Community to Bishop Keough was
beautifully engrossed by Reuben Leaf of New York City, worldrenowned Palestinian artist, and the lettering was illuminated
in the Bishop's colors.
Translation

of Text

"Our Father Who art in heaven, may it be Thy will to accept
in Thy mercy the prayer of the Congregation of Israel in our
city in behalf of Bishop Francis Patrick Keough on the occasion
of his consecration as Bishop of Providence.
"We pray Thee, our God, pour Thy richest heavenly blessings
upon him, guard him from all evil and preserve him from all
trouble. Aid him and cause him to go from strength to strength.
We pray Thee, pour forth Thy spirit upon him, the spirit of
wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the
spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord. May the words
of Thy Prophet be fulfilled in him so that the law of truth
shall be in his mouth and unrighteousness not be found in his
lips; he shall walk with God in peace and uprightness, and turn
many away from iniquity; for the Priest's lips shall keep knowledge and the people shall seek the law at his mouth.
"And may it also be Thy will that through his ministry, Thou
shalt implant in the hearts of the men of all races and creeds
who dwell in our city, love and brotherhood, peace and friendliness; and that Thou shalt root out from their hearts all hatred
and bigotry, so that through him, all the inhabitants of our land
shall be blessed and there will be fulfilled in his day and in ours
the vision of Thy prophets.
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"Let all the peoples walk each one in the name of its God
so that all shall know Thee from the least of them unto the
greatest of them. Amen."
Rabbi Goldman in his presentation address said:
"We have come here this morning as a representative group
of Jewish citizens of our city . Some of us are in positions of religious leadership, and others occupy posts of lay leadership in
various phases of our Jewish communal life.
"We have but one purpose in coming. To extend our welcome to you — who have been called by God's grace to the spiritual leadership and guidance of the lives of tens of thousands
of our Catholic neighbors and fellow citizens, and also to express
to you our heart-felt prayers and good wishes that God may bless
your labors so that your very presence in our community shall
be a benediction to all.
"We are thankful to God that in this, our city and State, the
friendliest relationships have always prevailed and still do prevail among the different and differing religious and racial elements. People of all religious loyalties have striven together to
promote religious liberty, good will and mutual understanding.
We have fought, and not without success, to make Providence
safe for religious differences. All this we have done because we
were inspired by the teachings of our respective religions, and
motivated by the highest ideals of patriotic American citizenship.
We believe that American patriotism imposes the obligation of
so living with your fellow-countrymen that you have respect for
unlikeness. It is fundamental in Americanism that you cannot
hate your neighbor and love your country at the same time, for
he who is a bigot against his fellow-citizen, is a traitor to America.
"You are, no doubt, familiar with the story of the Jewish past
and with the facts of the Jewish present. It has been the mission
of Israel to preach Brotherhood to mankind. In the earliest
portion of our Bible we are commanded: 'Thou shalt love Thy
neighbor as thyself.' The great Rabbi, Hillel, taught: 'What is
hateful unto thee thou shalt not do unto your neighbor.' And
the Prophet, Jeremiah, has admonished our people: 'Seek for
the welfare of the city and pray unto the Lord for it.' We Jews
humbly thank God that we have followed the teachings of our
Prophets and Sages, and wherever we have dwelt and wherever
we do dwell now, we have sought the welfare of our country
which sheltered us and of its inhabitants.
At this moment, we Jews are mindful of the inspiring doctrines
touching Human Brotherhood which your great Church, the
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Catholic Church, holds up to mankind. Only two weeks ago, one
of the greatest churchmen of the world today, the Godly man
who installed you in your sacred office, William Cardinal O'Connell, on the occasion of the Golden Jubilee of his ordination,'
pleaded for unity and tolerance. After reminding his thousands
of hearers of the debt which mankind owed to the Jewish people,
he said: 'Let us cease dissention and persecution, for there is no
hatred in the religion of Christ. I t is men, vain, ambitious, foolish men, who beget persecution and cruelty.'
"Shall we not also pause in tribute and recall with reverence
the work of your saintly and illustrious predecessor, Bishop
Hickey, of blessed memory, in setting his seal of approval upon
and lending his helping hand to, the work of the Rhode Island
Seminar On Human Relationships.
"It is our mutual hope that we shall make Providence a city
from which hatred will be banished and brotherly love enthroned,
for the glory of God and for the coming of His Kingdom on
earth.
"As a visible and concrete expression of our welcome and of
our good wishes we have formulated this Hebrew prayer in the
tradition of our Jewish Prayer Book. We have had it engrossed
in the manner of the ancient illuminated Hebrew manuscript.
Shall we not rise as I offer this prayer now.
"We ask you to accept it in behalf of the Jewish community of
Providence."
Bishop Responds
"Bishop Keough said in response: 'Rabbi and gentlemen — It
was exceedingly gracious of you to call on me this morning and
to deliver such a gracious prayer — a prayer worthy of religious
gentlemen.
"I am deeply impressed by your visit."
Strengthening

Civic Life .

I.
The congregation utilized every Thanksgiving Day and the birthdays of Washington and Lincoln for stressing the folk religion common to all Americans. Every Chief Executive of the State, with the
exception of one, during the eighteen years after 1926 addressed one
or another of these observances. The first occasion of this character
was the George Washington Bicentennial Service held on Friday evening, February 19, 1932, at which the principal address was delivered
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by Governor Norman S. Case. Present as guests of the congregation
were all the Jewish patriotic organizations of the State. Governor
Case said in part:
"It makes no difference under what form of government one
may live, whether under a democracy, a monarchy, dictatorship,
or a Soviet, all can learn from George Washington and from the
brilliancy of his character shining down through the years the
lesson of being a good citizen of the land to which you owe
allegiance."
The Governor referred particularly to the part played by the Jewish
people in the early days of Rhode Island. He spoke of Washington's
several visits to Newport and of his intimate acquaintance and friendship with many citizens of the Jewish faith. The minutes of the congregation describe that event in these words: "So inspiring and wonderful a Service, worthy of our most grateful praise."
At a similar service in February 1934, Governor Theodore Francis
Green was the guest speaker. In his address Governor Green stated:
"I appreciate highly the privilege of speaking at this patriotic
service in this Temple Emanu-El. I appreciate it because it emphasizes anew the liberality characteristic of this State founded
by Roger Williams. Though this State was founded on the principle of complete religious liberty and of the separation of church
and state, that does not mean that the State is indifferent to religion, nor does it mean that the governor should hold himself
aloof from the services of religious organizations. I think it quite
clearly means that in his public appearances, he should not distinguish and prefer those of any particular religion.
"In this I find that I am following, not only the theory of the
State, but the practice of my own family. May I give one illustration? When at the time of the American Revolution, to which
our attention is turned tonight, the British occupied the City of
Newport, they found there many Jews who under the broadminded and beneficent government of the colony had settled and prospered there. The British drove them out and they fled from
Rhode Island into Massachusetts. A large group of them on
reaching Worcester could find no place in the inns. Thereupon
my great-great-grandfather, Dr. John Green, an eminent physician opened his house, called 'Green Hill/ and gave them food,
drink and shelter. In recognition of that fact some time afterwards on their way back to Newport those who had enjoyed his
hospitality returned and planted on either side of the front door

