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The 1963 Population Study of the Greater Providence* Jewish Community enumerated 5,978 Jewish households containing 19,457 persons,
Although the 1963 study was the first comprehensive survey of the area's
Jewish population, it was possible to obtain some insights into the
changing size and distribution of the Jewish population by comparison
of the survey's finding with approximations of the 1951 Jewish population emanating from a study of Group Work and Leisure Time Needs
in the Jewish Community of Providence. That study indicated that in
1951 Greater Providence had about 19,700 Jews living in about 6,000
households. Overall, therefore, the 1951 and 1963 data suggested minimum change in the 12 year interval in the size of the Greater Providence
Jewish community.
Despite this impression of general stability, marked change had
occurred in the residential distribution of the Jewish population within
the area. Whereas 80 per cent of the Jewish population of Greater
Providence lived within the city of Providence in 1951, only 57 per
cent did so in 1963. Moreover, within the city sharp declines had taken
place in the number of Jewish households residing in the South Side
and the North End. By contrast, the East Side and the adjoining Pawtucket area increased the size of their Jewish populations during this
period. The growth of the suburban communities of Barrington, East
Providence, Cranston, and Warwick was dramatic in this period, from
11.5 per cent of Greater Providence's total to 27.5 per cent, with tripling
and doubling in size being characteristic of Warwick and Cranston, respectively. Quite clearly, Jews were participating in the very strong
suburban movement characterizing the Providence metropolitan area.
Because seven years have elapsed since the 1963 survey and 1970 marks
both the taking of the decennial federal census and of initiation of a
National Jewish Population Study (NJPS), it seemed desirable to update the 1963 estimates of the size and distribution of Greater Providence's Jewish population. Most important, more current data would
permit determination of the extent to which the patterns observed for
•Greater Providence included Providence, Pawtucket, Central Falls, North Providence, Lincoln, Cumberland, Barrington, East Providence, Bristol, Warren. Cranston,
Warwick, East Greenwicli and West Warwick.
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the period 1951-1963 have continued or become accentuated. The implications of such changes for community planning are too obvious to
warrant discussion here.
For the purposes of NJPS, the master files of the General Jewish
Committee of Providence (now the Jewish Federation of Rhode Island)
were to be used as a basis for sampling Rhode Island's Jewish population. Organizing these files for that purpose provided an opportunity
to use the records to enumerate by local area the Jewish households in
the state (since the 1963 survey, the General Jewish Committee had
been enlarged to encompass the entire state, exclusive of Westerly).
Available resources did not permit a complete check of the files against
all available organization membership lists, as was done in 1963, but a
limited check, covering the suburban temple lists was made. Moreover,
since no field survey was undertaken, the opportunity did not exist to
solicit names of unaffiliated households and of new, unaffiliated residents of the area. The results of this enumeration are therefore more
similar in quality to the 1951 material. As such, the 1970 estimates
probably underrepresent the total population by at least 10 per cent,
but the extent of such underrepresentation is probably heavier in the
suburbs where, as is known from the 1963 survey, rates of affiliation are
weaker and proportions of new residents are higher. Until a full survey
is undertaken, however, the estimates based on the 1970 lists provide
the best indication of the size and distribution of Jewish households.
Again, in the absence of a survey, no information was obtained on individual persons, so that the 1970 estimates refer to households only.
According to the lists, in 1970 there were 5,678 Jewish households
in Greater Providence and 6,235 in the total state of Rhode Island.
Comparison of the 5,678 estimate for 1970 and the 5,978 enumerated
in 1963 and the 5,934 estimated in 1951, and taking into account that
1970 is probably about a 10 per cent underestimate, suggests that
throughout this 20 year period Greater Providence Jewry lias remained
relatively stable in size at about 6,000 families.
But this continued stability in overall size between 1963 and 1970
again masks significant changes in residential distribution. The period
1963-1970 witnessed continuation of the patterns observed for 1951-1963.
The number of Jewish households in the suburbs further increased
while the number in the central cities declined, particularly in the
older areas of residence.
The list statistics on which the data in Table 1 are based show that

38

Rhode

Island Jetvish Historical

Notes

between 1963 and 1970, Jewish suburban households increased by almost
400, from 1,644 at the time of the survey to 2,032 seven years later. This
growth of 24 per cent compared to a 16 per cent decline from 4,334 to
3,646 in the number of households in Providence and Pawtucket. As a
result of these different growth patterns of cities and suburbs, by 1970,
35.8 per cent of all Jewish households in Greater Providence were in
the suburbs (probably more if corrected data were available) . This
compares to only 11.5 per cent in 1951 and 27.5 per cent in 1963. By
contrast, the percentage in Providence-Pawtucket declined from 88.5
per cent in 1951 to 72.5 per cent in 1963 to less than two-thirds, 64.2
per cent in 1970. Clearly, Jewish households, like the general population, continued to move to the suburbs.
But changes were not uniform for the individual suburbs or for the
various parts of the central cities. The South Side of Providence, which
in 1951 almost equalled the East Side in the size of its Jewish population, declined from 1,871 households in 1951 to 1,012 in 1963. In the
last seven years it declined a further 30 per cent to only 725 households.
Although not as large, the changes in the North End are even more
dramatic. From 817 households in 1951, the North End declined to
330 by 1963 and between then and 1970, it shrank to only 216 households. In contrast, the East Side shows greater stability through the 20
year period, rising some 10 per cent between 1951 and 1963 from 2,067
to 2,296, then evidencing some decline between 1963 and 1970 back
toward the 2,000 level. Pawtucket, which grew between 1951 and 1963
from 500 to almost 700 households, also displays some retraction in
size to 646, according to the latest estimate. Reflecting these different
patterns, the East Side remains the largest single area of Jewish residence,
with about one-third of the total Jewish population of Greater Providence; but the South Side's share decreased from 31.5 per cent in 1951
to only 12.8 per cent in 1970, and the North End's from 13.8 per cent
in 1951 to only 3.8 per cent in 1970. Pawtucket, after moving from 8.4
to 11.7 per cent of the total between 1951 and 1963, remains at about
the 1963 level in 1970.
Changes are equally dramatic, but in the reverse direction, in individual suburbs. The Barrington-East Providence, area, which contained
only 74 Jewish households in 1951 and 132 in 1963, increased to 232
by 1970, a 50 per cent increase in the last seven years. Cranston, which
more than doubled between 1951 and 1963 from 463 to 1,084, grew at
a slower rate between 1963 and 1970 to an estimated total of 1,271.
Finally, the Warwick area, including East Greenwich, also displayed

J civ is h Household

Distribution

in Rhode

Island—1970

39

continued growth; following the tripling of its Jewish population between 1951 and 1963 from 142 to 428 households, the number increased
by another third to 558 in 1970. But again, it must be emphasized that
these suburban estimates are minimal figures because of the nature of
the data; a full survey would undoubtedly reveal even greater growth.
Given the 1970 figures, each suburb's share of Greater Providence's
Jewish population was considerably greater in 1970 than in 1951 and
1963. Whereas Cranston contained only 7.8 per cent of all Jewish households in 1951, it accounted for 22.4 per cent of Greater Providence's
Jewish families in 1970. Warwick's share increased in these 20 years
from only 2.4 to 9.8 per cent. And although still the smallest of the
metropolitan area's groupings, Barrington, East Providence grew from
just over one per cent of the households in 1951 to 3.6 per cent in 1970.
Quite obviously, despite general stability in the size of Greater Providence's Jewish community, its redistribution away from the center to
the suburbs continued between 1963 and 1970, more slowly in the older
suburban communities, more rapidly in the newer ones.
STATE

POPULATION

The 1970 estimate provides the first statistics encompassing virtually
the entire Jewish population of Rhode Island. Only the town of Westerly is not included in the area serviced by the Jewish Federation of
Rhode Island, and its Jewish population is very small. The 1970 data
show that for Rhode Island as a whole, there were 6,235 Jewish households. Of these, 5,678, or 91 per cent, are included in the area designated
here as Greater Providence. Outside this area, as shown in Table 2, only
several Jewish communities exist. The largest is Newport, witli 198
households (309 if Middletown and Portsmouth are incorporated with
it) followed by Woonsocket with 151 families. Smaller, but probably
growing at a faster pace in recent years, is the group of 61 households
in South County, many of whom are associated with the University of
Rhode Island.
DISTRIBUTION

BY C E N S U S

TRACTS

For planning purposes, it is often essential to know the number of
persons living in much smaller areas than those which have been used
up to now. The Bureau of the Census has been faced with the same
need in tabulation of census materials. For this reason, it has subdivided the entire state of Rhode Island into small units — census
tracts. The city of Providence, for example, is subdivided into 37
census tracts. Pawtucket has 23, and Cranston and Warwick have 15
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each. Through coding the addresses of residents in terms of these
census tracts, it is possible to obtain information on the number of
Jews living in each census tract, thereby obtaining the basis for ascertaining the extent of concentration of Jewish population in small areal
units.
Of the 1,012 households in the South Side of Providence in 1963, 580
were concentrated in census tracts 1 and 2, the areas popularly known
as the Washington Park and Broad and Elmwood sections of Providence.
These two tracts remained the area of greatest concentration in 1970,
but the number of Jewish families living in them had declined to 435.
Even sharper declines characterized tract 4, the Willard Avenue area,
and adjoining tract 3, across Broad Street. In 1963 each contained 140
or so families; by 1970 the number in each was down to 61. What had
once been a major center of Jewish residence in Providence was all but
deserted by Jews in a span of 20 years. Among all of the 20 tracts contained in the general area classified as the South Side, only two showed
noticeable gains — both in what is more correctly regarded as downtown Providence. Reflecting the recent location there of fashionable
apartment houses, the number of Jewish households resident in tracts
8 and 9 increased from only 8 in 1963 to 80 in 1970.
Of the ten tracts in the North End, only six had Jews living in them
in 1963 and almost half of the 330 Jewish households in the North
End lived in tract 23, the Mount Pleasant area. By 1970, the Jewish
population was somewhat more dispersed within the North End, but
the largest number remained in tract 23. The overall decline in number was, however, also reflected in a reduction in the number of Jewish
households in tract 23 from 142 to 101.
The pattern of distribution on the East Side remained generally the
same as in 1963; tract 34, centered on Blackstone Boulevard, followed
by tract 33, the area north of Rochambeau Avenue, remained the tracts
with the largest Jewish populations, although both were below their
1963 levels. The greatest decline was experienced by tract 32, between
Cypress Street and Rochambeau Avenue, from 480 in 1963 to 319 in
1970. Although not an area of large Jewish settlement, tract 36, encompassing Brown University and Bryant College, grew from 20 Jewish
households in 1963 to 53 in 1970. Despite the redevelopment in the
Lippitt Hill area, its Jewish population continued to decline, from 52
households in 1963 to only 37 in 1970.
Pawtucket's Jewish population continued to be very largely concen-

