DEDICATION OF T H E S O U T H FENCE, P A T R I O T S ' PARK
A T T O U R O SYNAGOGUE, N E W P O R T , R H O D E ISLAND
REMARKS OF LOUIS BARUCH RUBINSTEIN,
PRESIDING A T TFIE DEDICATION, AUGUST 20, 1978
Rabbi Lewis, Senator McKenna, Mayor Donnelly, Doctor Goldowsky,* citizens of Newport, and Friends of Touro Synagogue:
It is wth great pride and pleasure that we gather here at Patriots'
Park to dedicate a beautiful new fence, which enhances this lovely adjunct to this National Shrine of the United States of America. T h e
historical records show that the original dedication of this holy and
illustrious Flouse of Worship took place on the second day of December,
1763. It was also the first day of Hanukkah of the Jewish calendar year
5523, the Feast of Lights, a day of Dedication and Reconsecration commemorating the cleansing and renewal of the temple in Jerusalem under
Judas Maccabeus some ninteen hundred and twenty-eight years earlier,
after the victory over the Syrians.
In the Neiuport Mercury dated December 5, 1763 (which incidentally
is my birth date—not the year—just the day), the following item appeared:
In the afternoon was the dedication of the new synagogue in this
Town. It began by a handsome procession in which were carried
the Books of the Law to be deposited in the Ark. Several portions
of the Scripture, and of their Service with a prayer for the Royal
Family were read and finely sung by the Priest and People. There
were present many Gentlemen and Ladies. T h e Order and Decorum, the Harmony and Solemnity of the Music, together with a
handsome Assembly of People, in an Edifice the most perfect of
the Temple kind perhaps in America, and splendidly illuminated,
could not but raise in the Mind a faint Idea of the Majesty and
Grandeur of the Ancient Jewish Worship mentioned in the Scripture. Dr. Isaac de Abraham Touro performed the Service.
Touro Synagogue was dedicated with meaningful ceremony before a
host of invited dignitaries, such as we have here today. It is recorded
that a great number of notables, not only from Newport but from other
towns and cities were present. T h e parallel is striking.
• R a b b i T h e o d o r e Lewis, spiritual leader of Jeshuat Israel ( T o u r o Synagogue) ;
R h o d e Island State Senator Robert McKenna, Vice President of Salve Regina College;
Honorable H u m p h r e y J. Donnelly, III, mayor of Newport, R h o d e Island; Seebert J.
Goldowsky, M.D., president, T h e Society of Friends of T o u r o Synagogue National
Historic Shrine, Inc.

541

542

Rhode Island Jexvish Historical

Notes

It may be noted that some thirteen years prior to the Declaration of
Independence, a prayer for the Royal Family was de rigeur in all houses
of worship. We should also note that when the British later occupied
Newport, the great majority of the Jewish community flecl to other areas,
including Rabbi Touro, who first went to New York and then to Jamaica, leaving two of his children, Judah and Abraham, to the care
of his brother-in-law, Moses Michael Flays, in Boston. Their ties to
Rhode Island are well known.
T h e full ceremony that took place on that day was most impressive.
There were present many of the leaders of the Newport community and
its environs, both Jews and non-Jews. Among them was the minister of
the Second Congregational Church of Newport, the Reverend Ezra
Stiles, a great friend of Rabbi Touro, of Aaron Lopez, and of many of
the other leaders of the community, who had put such great effort into
the building of the new temple. Doctor Stiles, who was later to become
president of Yale University, was excited and entranced both by the
proceedings and all the details, architectural and ornamental, of the
synagogue and its furnishings. His detailed account is an exceptional
chronicle, providing source material for all historians who have come
after him.
History relates that on the clay of the dedication those who were
privileged to be in the edifice came early and occupied every available
space, with the men seated in the sanctuary on the main floor, and the
women occupying the gallery, as was the tradition.
At the precise moment previously established for the commencement of the ceremonies, the main doors were closed and a hush descended on the assemblage. From without the door, Rabbi Touro
knocked on the door thrice, and intoned the ancient liturgy: "Seuh
Shearim Rashechem"—"Lift
up your heads, oh ye gates—so that the
King of Glory may enter." From within came the query: "Mee zeh
Melech Hakavod"—"Who
is the King of Glory?" And the reply came
firmly: " T h e Lord of Flosts, He is the King of Glory, Selah."
T h e congregation member who was granted the privilege flung wide
the doors, and there entered at the head of a procession the Rabbi,
followed by those members of the congregation who were carrying the
holy Scrolls of the Law. As the procession walked in, the congregation
took up a chant of the Psalms of David. Then the perpetual lamp
hanging in front of the Ark of the Covenant was lit, and Rabbi Touro
chanted the Shehechyanu, a prayer which blesses the Lord for granting
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life, sustaining all, and permitting those in attendance to be present
for that season. He was followed by a procession of gentlemen carrying
the beautifully adorned Scrolls of the Law, with all of the congregation
chanting selections from the psalms. T h e n the procession circled the
Synagogue seven times with those previously chosen carrying the scrolls,
handing them over to others at each circuit. This has always been a
great traditional honor. There followed a prayer for the royal family,
this being some 12 years prior to the Declaration of Independence.
While my comments link the present dedication to the early historical event dedicating the synagogue itself, dedication of a fence is
not a new thing for Touro. In the 1820s, more than one hundred and
fifty years ago, Abraham Touro, a son of Isaac, dedicated fences around
the cemetery and the synagogue. Then in 1842, his brother, the famed
Judah Touro, hired an architect from Boston, built the granite fence
still standing, and dedicated that fence. It is in the spirit of these great
forebears of this community and in celebration of our traditions and
heritage that we have all gathered here today to dedicate, as a part of
Patriots' Park, a new venture in the progress of this greatly revered
house of the Lord, the oldest edifice of its kind in these United States.
On behalf of the synagogue, the friends of Touro Synagogue, and the
city of Newport, and as a member of the Governor's Heritage Commission, on behalf of the state of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, I welcome you to this dedication.
At this dedication we are not about to attempt a duplication of the
majestic and inspirational ritual which was so appropriate to the dedication of Touro Synagogue as a House of Worship. But it is with a
deeply felt appreciation of those years of religious and spiritual liberty
which all of us here are able to enjoy in the land of Roger Williams,
that we do dedicate this decorative and useful fence, which now surrounds Patriots' Park. I am honored now to ask Rabbi Theodore Lewis,
the spiritual leader of Touro Synagogue for so many years, to utter that
same blessing of dedication which his predecessor chanted some 215
years ago.
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I should like to welcome you to this, the Annual Meeting of the
Friends of Touro Synagogue. It is pleasant to see so many of you here
on this warm afternoon in this beautiful and elegant edifice.
First let me tell you briefly something about this organization. Touro
Synagogue was designated a National Historic Site by the National Park
Service of the United States Department of the Interior in 1946. T h e
Society of Friends of Touro Synagogue was chartered in 1948, making this
year our thirtieth anniversary. T h e official designation of the organization is T h e Society of Friends of Touro Synagogue, National Historic
Shrine, Inc. It is a separate corporate entity from the Synagogue and
its Congregation, which receives no federal funds to support its operations. T h e Society is essentially the fund-raising arm of the Synagogue—
which in fact could not adequately support itself in appropriate style
with the income derived from the dues of its one hundred member
families. The Society of Friends welcomes contributions from any source
to carry out its function of maintaining the edifice and its environs.
A few years ago its bylaws were amended to broaden its responsibilities to encompass the cemetery at the junction of Kay and Touro
Streets, because the deterioration of its fences as well as those of the
Synagogue demanded urgent attention. T h e Society has now also expanded its interests to include Patriots' Park, the land west of the
Synagogue which constitutes its western approaches and provides visibility of the Synagogue from that direction.
During the past two or three years, during the regimes of Samuel
Friedman, my predecessor as president, and myself, the restoration of
the old granite and iron fences of the Synagogue and of the cemetery
cost |112,000. T h e fence of Patriots' Park cost $34,000. T h e latter was
partially funded by a federal bicentennial grant of $17,000 and a state
Jewish Ethnic Heritage Subcommittee grant of $2,000. Of the total
liabilities for these projects of $146,000, all but $30,000 has been paid.
Our cash assets at this time are some $5,000. Of the $30,000 indebtedness, $25,000 of the sum represents an internal debt, or borrowing from
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Synagogue endowments, for which we pay interest to the Synagogue at
the prevailing rates. T h e remainder is a bank loan of $5,000.
Our future plans include further development of the park and maintenance of the Synagogue as necessary.
We are currently conducting a membership campaign, especially
targeted upon Life Memberships at $500. Members of all categories will
be welcomed with open arms. Contributions, of course, are also welcome, and we shall seek grants from foundations.
Our immediate plans for the park call for construction of a fence
on the north side and the erection of a flagpole (the mast for this purpose—formerly the mast of an America's Cup defender—has been contributed by Mr. Louis Chartier, the contractor for the fences). We also
envision a podium in stone, and stone markers for each of the 13
original states bearing the names of Jewish patriots, one from each state.
We have been offered the assistance of the National Park Service of
the United States Department of the Interior in planning for the
further development of the park. We shall certainly take advantage of
this offer.
Before closing I should like to thank all of those members of the
Board of Directors whose help has been indispensable and Rabbi Theodore Lewis for his faithful attendance to the duties of Secretary of the
Society and for his always gentle and wise counsel. I trust that when
we meet again we shall have further significant progress to report to you.

T W E N T Y - F O U R T H ANNUAL MEETING OF T H E ASSOCIATION
T h e Twenty-fourth Annual Meeting of the Rhode Island Jewish
Historical Association took place on Sunday afternoon, May 21, 1978
in the auditorium of the Jewish Community Center, 401 Elmgrove Avenue, Providence, and was called to order by the President, Benton H.
Rosen at twenty minutes of three. He made brief remarks on the Association's activities, especially of the past year, and made an appeal for
the giving of documents and pictures to the Association.
Mrs. Louis I. Sweet, Treasurer, reported a balance as of January 1,
1978 of $1,028.83 in the savings account and $230.25 in the checking
account for a total of $1,259.08. T h e three special endowment funds
total to date $2,207.49 as follows: T h e Rosen Book Fund, $1,077.70;
the Goldowsky Research Scholarship Fund, $798.11; and the Strasmich
General Fund, $331.68. Mr. Sweet, Finance Chairman, projected a budget
for the ensuing year of $7,200 with an estimated income of $8,500.
T h e Annual Report was read by the Secretary, Mrs. Seebert J.
Goldowsky.
Editor of the Notes, Dr. Seebert J. Goldowsky gave a brief historical
background of the Association and commented on the current researcher's work: Ms. Sonya Michel's oral history project at the Jewish Home
for the Aged of Rhode Island. Fie spoke of the three chief functions of
the Association, viz. collecting, research, and publication, and noted
that the Association was hopeful of enlarging its horizons by instituting
an Academic Council.
Mrs. Abraham Horvitz, Librarian, emphasized the need for the giving
of documents and photographs, both personal and institutional. She
reported on the genealogy service she has been providing people with
the help of the Rhode Island Historical Society. Students from the University of Rhode Island, Rhode Island College, and Brown University
use the Association's resources. As a charter member of a new organi'
zation, Rhode Island Archivists, the Association through her is learning how to apply for grants. T h e group was formed to bring together
librarians of special collections.
T h e Nominating Committee headed by Melvin L. Zurier presented
the following slate of officers for re-election: Benton H. Rosen, President; Dr. Marvin Pitterman, Vice President; Mrs. Seebert J. Goldowsky,
Secretary; and Mrs. Louis I. Sweet, Treasurer. With no counter-nominations, the Secretary was instructed to cast one ballot for the slate.
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Mrs. Sweet read the roster of thirty-two new members who have joined
the Association since February.
Mr. Rosen introduced the Eighth Annual David Charak Adelman
lecturer, Edward N. Beiser, Ph.D., professor of political science at
Brown University, who spoke on "Jews and Liberals: Bakke and the
Nazis in Skokie, Illinois". Without providing any solutions, Professor
Beiser posed the thesis that these two current phenomena are evidence of a tension between Judaism and liberalism. Jews traditionally
in their liberalism take the collective or group stance, whereas in the
Bakke and Skokie cases, (hey are stressing the importance of individualism. In the Skokie case a distinction must be made between that which
is immediately dangerous and merely offensive; it is a matter of relativism and taste, and taste is a profoundly individualistic matter. In the
Bakke case the Jews are on the side of the importance of individualism
as against collectivism or the group.
T h e meeting was adjourned at 4:10 P.M. after which a collation was
served. Mrs. Marvin Pitterman, Chairman of Hospitality, was assisted
by Mrs. Benton H. Rosen, Mrs. Bernard Segal, Mrs. Erwin E. Strasmich,
and Mrs. Louis I. Sweet.
Respectfully submitted,
Mrs. Seebert J. Goldowsky
Secretary

