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FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK:
Over the years the Notes have been devoted to articles on Jewish
institutions and individuals in Rhode Island. Your current editor intends
to continue the editorial policy that has won for this journal no little
distinction since its inception. At the same time we will occasionally
publish pieces of merit that do not follow the usual pattern; Marvin
Pitterman's study of Sicilian Jewry* (November 1979), for example, was
well-received by many with European Roots. Again, in this issue Rabbi
Braude's discussion of the fruits of his study group should be of interest to
our' membership. Variety, it is hoped, will only enhance the Notes'
academic standing.
A.C.S.
*It was recently reprinted in The Jewish Digest.
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MARION L. MISCH - AN EXTRAORDINARY WOMAN
b y ELEANOR F .

HORVITZ

"She was a very proper lady, and highly respected."1 "She was a very
assertive girl, obviously single-minded, aggressive. She was a 'grande
dame' to the public."2 "An imposing lady — physically and psychologically."3 "She was a great pal and had such a soft lap!"4 "She is a public
spirited woman, clear of vision, sincere in purpose, courageous and
sympathetic."5
These few brief allusions to Marion L. Misch hardly describe this
woman of enormous culture, intellect and leadership; this woman far
ahead of her time; this Renaissance woman.
Marion L. Misch was born on May 13, 1869 in Newark, New Jersey.
(Her obituary in the Providence Journal of January 19, 1941 lists her
place of birth as Allentown, Pennsylvania). She was one of five children, a
brother, Milton, sisters, Marguerite, Gertrude and Harriet, born to exAlderman Louis Benjamin and Rachel (Pulaski) Simon. Little is known
about the parents who immigrated to this country.
Her nephew, Louis B. Simon, had one note of interest about his
grandfather, Louis Benjamin Simon. "My grandfather immigrated from
Germany when quite young and served in the Civil War as a drummer."
The family moved to Pittsfield, Massachusetts when Marion Misch was
very young, and she grew up in that town. She was educated in the public
school system and attended Normal School (teacher training college).
Louis Simon was in the clothing business and it is conjectured by Marion
Misch's family that she may have met her husband, Caesar, when he
traveled to that town. He also was involved with the merchandising of
clothing.
Of her life in Pittsfield there is little record. There is, however, the
following story of how she organized the first Jewish Sabbath School ill
Pittsfield at age twelve.6 (Another source refers to her age as fourteen in
this incident).7
"An interesting incident is told by Cowan in his memoirs.
About 1881, Rabbi de Sola Mendes received a letter from a
twelve year old girl in Pittsfield, asking for an outline for
religious instruction that she would be able to follow, as there
was no opportunity for acquiring a Jewish religious education
in her town. Rabbi Mendes cooperated wholeheartedly,
launching what amounted to an elementary correspondence
course with one pupil. The child profited by the novel
opportunity and herself conducted a religious school of 20
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children before she was 15. She subsequently became a school
teacher, and later as Mrs. Caesar Misch of Providence, one of
the national leaders of Jewish womanhood."

Evidently Rabbi Mendes kept in touch with Mrs. Misch throughout her
marriage for a telegram from the Rabbi was found in a scrapbook which
she kept on the occasion of her husband's death in 1908.
As Marion Simon she taught in the public schools of Pittsfield until her
marriage on September 3, 1890 to Caesar Misch, a Brooklyn New York
merchant. The couple lived in Brooklyn for about ten years. They moved
to Providence when Caesar Misch established a department store, and
Mrs. Misch entered at once upon her career in local affairs.8
An interesting personal note about the marriage was related by her
oldest granddaughter, Dorothy. "She (Marion Misch) told the story that in
the early days of her marriage she served Caesar potatoes fixed the same
way two days in a row, and he told her, "Madam, there are 50 different
ways to serve potatoes,' and it never happened two days running the same
way again." Dorothy commented, "So there was definitely a discipline
there, a demand there not for just the average — no excuses."
There is a record in the Providence City Directory for 1899 of Mr. and
Mrs. Caesar Misch, together with their coachman, James Rogan, living at
601 Elmwood Avenue. The directory of the previous year had listed a
family named Bedell as occupying the home at that address.
"The house was big and light and airy with vast rooms and
vast windows. It had a huge barn in the back. Daddy (Walter
Misch) had a pony cart. It was long before people had motor
cars. It must have been quite a sizeable house for today there
are a block of stores and an apartment house on the site. But I
never remembered the grounds as having been terribly huge.
There was Scott the butler and the cook. I would assume there
was somebody else."9
"What I remember best about the huge house was the music
room and the game room. There was an enormous collection
like stuffed animal heads and one of my earliest recollections
was playing on two rugs — one a polar bear and one a tiger skin
rug. I remember my sister Dotty daring me to put my hand in
the tiger's mouth. There was a huge collection of all kinds of
memorabilia — little statues. One which caught my fancy was
a procession of ivory elephants."10
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Marion and Caesar Misch had two children, Walter Percy, born in 1891
and Dorothy Louise born on May 25,1896. Dorothy Louise died at age 22
on July 21,1918. Walter was to outlive his mother by 16 years. He died on
February 2,1957. Walter married Ruth Capron Greene on May 31,1916.
She died on February 14, 1973. They had six children, the first child,
Walter H., died 19 days after birth on February 1,1917. There followed:
Dorothy L. (July 15,1921); Robert C. (October 27,1923); W. Richard (April
12,1927); Donald W. (January 1,1929) and Marion R. (January 29,1931).
All the grandchildren were born long after their grandfather, Caesar's,
death.
Available information for the period of Marion and Caesar's relatively
brief marriage is concerned primarily with Caesar. His history is a
fascinating one, and obviously he had a great influence on his wife,
Marion.
CAESAR MISCH
Caesar Misch was born in Berlin, Germany on August 25,1857. The son
of a wealthy German merchant, he was educated in his native country and
for a time held a commission as Second Lieutenant in the German Army.
He came to America about 1888 and settled first in Newark, New Jersey
where he engaged in his first business venture in this country, opening an
installment clothing house. (He was reputed to be an innovator in offering
installment purchasing). He soon transferred his business to Brooklyn,
New York. In 1892 Providence appealed to him as having business
possibilities capable of development and he opened a store in that city at
545 Westminster Street. Meeting with success, he conceived the idea of
establishing auxiliary stores in neighboring cities. Pawtucket was the
first of these, opened in 1895, followed by the Worcester store a year later,
and then in quick succession by the stores in Lowell, Mass., Hartford,
Conn., Holyoke, Mass., Manchester, New Hamphsire, Brockton, Mass.,
Bridgeport, Conn, and New York City, the last being established about
the year 1901.
He incorporated the business under the name of Caesar Misch, Inc.,
avoiding the name "company" in connection with his enterprises in
'deference to a deep-seated dislike of the idea. The corporation was
capitalized for $350,000. In September 1900, work was begun on the new
six story Caesar Misch building at 398 Westminster Street, into which the
Providence store, the headquarters of the entire business of the concern
was moved on July 1, 1904.
The corporation owned the building and operated all the ten stores. By
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Caesar's death in 1908 some of the stores had been sold to other parties
although still doing business under the name and good will of Caesar
Misch, Inc. At least three of the chain, however, were still owned by the
corporation of which Caesar Misch was President and Treasurer.11
A review of the tax assessor's records reveals the following facts about
the building at 398-402 Westminster Street. The area was designated as
Plot 24, Lot 405. The Jones Estate Company owned the land in 1890 and
sold it to Caesar Misch in 1900. It became the Caesar Misch estate in April
1909 and Caesar Misch, Inc. June 1909. There was a transfer under
Marion L. Misch's name in 1914 and appeared in the records under her
name until her death in 1941, whereupon the title was under the name of
Walter P. Misch, Trustee estate of Marion L. Misch. It was sold to
Midtown Realty Company in April of 1941 and bought for $90,000. by Jan
Chin in June 1944. His title was changed to Jan Chin, Inc. in March 1948,
and upon his death Wah Chin Chin took title on January 4,1972. The title
has now come full circle with the purchase by Harold J. Harris on
November 1, 1977 of the building. He is doing business as "The Caesar
Misch Realty Company."
"The Vanity Fair Amusement Company is the only other
enterprise of importance with which Mr. Misch was
prominently identified. His connection with that undertaking
arose out of financial interests which he held in the original
company that operated the resort last season when the reorganization took place last fall. He was made the President of
the company."12
When questioned about what the Vanity Fair Amusement Company
may have been, his grandson Richard was under the impression that it
was an amusement park which had been destroyed by a large spectacular
fire. Caesar Misch suffered a rather severe loss on it. A recent newspaper
reference described the Vanity Fair as follows:
" — a n amusement park in East Providence on the east shore
of the Providence River. Providence Mayor Patrick J.
McCarthy gave the opening address and the Salem Cadet
Band was there to provide the music when the park opened on
May 25, 1907. The park lasted for just a couple of years. In
addition to its ballroom it boasted an open air circus and
scientific exhibits, including an 'incubator building' where the
latest scientific device designed to save the lives of 'mites of
humanity' (babies) was displayed, according to information at
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the Rhode Island Historical Society Library. Vanity Fair was
operated by the Vanity Fair Co., which had offices in 1907 in
the Banigan Building at 10 Weybosset Street, moving in 1908
to the Caesar Misch building at 400 Westminster Street."13
It was reputed that Caesar Misch was very well read and could converse
in many ancient and modern languages and quote the Greek and Latin
poets with fluency, while his fund of general knowledge covered a wide
range of subjects. He was a 32nd degree Mason, a member of Redwood
Lodge A.F. & A.M., No. 35 and a member of Congregation of Sons of
David, which at the time of Caesar Misch's death was located at
Friendship and Foster Streets. He also held membership in the Rhode
Island Businessmen's Association, the Providence Board of Trade and the
Economics Club.14
Obituaries appeared in local newspapers and in Boston, New York City
and French newspapers as well. "Mr. Caesar Misch, whose sudden death
has prematurely ended an exceptionally useful life and cut short a
successful business career, had been established in this city but a
comparatively short time. Yet his energy and enterprise, his strong
personality, his engaging qualities, his active mind and wide and intelligent
sympathies had won him a place of no little prominence in the community
to which he came a stranger and an alien."15
"The funeral of Caesar Misch was held from his late home,
601 Elmwood Avenue at 10:00 A.M. The services at the home
were of the simplest nature, and were conducted according to
the Reformed Jewish ritual. Present at the bier of the dead
man were sorrowing friends who completely filled the large
residence and overflowed in the streets. Many of his employees
were present as well as Mayor Patrick J. McCarthy and other
dignitaries."
"The handsome casket was almost buried beneath a wealth
of beautiful floral tributes.. .Rabbi Henry Englander, pastor
of the Congregation Sons of Israel and David conducted the
services at the House.. .The Rabbi was a personal friend of the
deceased, delivered a brief and heart-felt eulogy, in which he
viewed the career and life of the dead merchant.. .He referred
to his magnanimity and nobility of soul.. .spokeofhis many unostentatious charitable activities, his vigorous personality, his
unquestioned ability and his gentle and genial temperament.
The funeral cortege started from the home at 11:00 A.M. and
proceeded to Reservoir Avenue to the cemetery of the
Congregation Sons of David and Israel where the interment
took place."15
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Rabbi Englander's eulogy was inspired by the following scripture:
David lamenting the death of Abner, who had been a general in Saul's
army exclaims, "know ye not that a prince and a great man has fallen
today in Israel." The analogy was made to Caesar Misch whom the Rabbi
termed not merely a follower of men, but a leader who was forever
planning, suggesting but not yet thrusting his opinion and forcing his
viewpoint upon others against their will.
Notice of Caesar Misch's will, having been filed, appeared in the
Providence Journal of July 30,1908. Marion L. Misch was the executrix of
his last will and testament. The will in essence revealed a $10,000 bequest
to his son, Walter, when he reached 26 years of age; $25,000 left in trust
income to support his daughter, Dorothy; to his wife, income from the
estate. These bequests were only to be fulfilled if after paying off all the
just debts the balance of the estate amounted to $125,000. At the time of
the notice the estate was evaluated at $189,620 and his personal estate
fixed at $20,000.
A laudable comment on Caesar Misch's character is contained in this
excerpt from his obituary which appeared inthe Evening Bulletin of July
28, 1908: "Since Mr. Misch's death many have learned for the first time
that with the utmost unostentation he had been carrying on a broad
philanthropy which had made itself felt in many places in Providence. So
quietly was the work done that few except the recipients of his kindness
knew of his good deeds, but since his death the evidences of his work have
cropped out."
MARION MISCH, BUSINESS WOMAN
Richard Misch, a grandson, was under the impression that the
substantial business which Caesar Misch left went on quite successfully
after his grandfather died. Marion Misch continued to live in the large
home at 601 Elmwood Avenue with her two children. Walter, who
attended Worcester Prep School, entered the 1912 class of Brown
University, upon his graduation.
"She succeeded to the business of her husband, became
president and treasurer of Caesar Misch, Inc., Department
Stores (1908-1936); President and Treasurer of Walmar, Inc.,
leased department operators with leased departments (men's
shoes, hats, furnishings) throughout New England."17
"Caesar did not leave a manager (that is hearsay) — he left
everything outright to my grandmother. Members of his
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family and members of her family were involved in various
stores. Whether she had a general overseer for all this, I
assume she must have or she would not have had the time to do
all the extensive traveling. And then she had time for all that
community work. But her brother, Milton, managed one store.
Her brother-in-law, Herman, managed another. His brother
George managed another. It was in the family. The clothing
store took up the first two floors of the building and commercial
offices were located on the upper floors. Then when I came into
the picture and was old enough to go in I would look for a dress
and a pair of shoes. I used to love to play around the office, and
visit with the office staff.. .People would come in and put $2.00
down and pay $2.00 a week."18
Robert, another grandson, described the balcony of the store. It was
there that his grandmother and father had two roll top desks. He was
under the impression that his grandmother may have set the policy of the
business and that his father did the managing. But this was later on in
Walter's life. Evidently Marion Misch and her son held opposite points of
view on many issues. A high-spirited young man, Walter seems to have
often caused his mother's disapproval. "My father was sort of a playboy.
What he did to earn a living, for my grandmother would not support him
(after one of their altercations) was to play semi-professional baseball...
After joining the Army he was a clerk in the Quartermaster Corp. (World
War I), located at the docks of Hoboken, New Jersey. He talked there to
the Colonel, and when he found out that my father attended Brown
University, he arranged for him to receive a commission and he spent the
war traveling back and forth to France.. .When he became commissioned,
my grandmother decided to own him again, and yet there was always
conflict between them."19
Dorothy was under the impression that he tried to maintain his
independence for a while after he and her mother were married, but when
her mother became pregnant, he capitulated and felt that it was the
practical thing to do, (to go into the business with his mother).
The progress of the business is not well documented but evidently the
clothing (at this point they were limited to menswear — haberdashery,
underwear, etc.) business was a victim of the depression of the 1930's. The
business was sold to another group who owned stores throughout New
England. Richard added the information that his father and grandmother
started leasing departments in the stores, some of which were owned by
the people whom they had sold this business to. They had probably half a
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dozen of these departments leased in stores, and when the owner of these
stores decided not to renew these leases the business was terminated.
Much to the chagrin of the grandsons, Robert and Richard, as they
reminisced, Marion Misch turned down an offer of % of a million dollars
for the business before its decline. That was real money in those days. Her
refusal to sell was against her son's advice.
Dorothy's information about that period: In answer to the question of
whether she, Marion Misch, were a victim of the depression, she
answered, "Oh, certainly, the business was. A lot of people did not have the
foresight to weather that sort of store. She had the whole say to herself,
and she ran the entire financial show. Where she got her advice and whom
she relied upon for advice, I have no idea."
When the business no longer existed Walter went into the mail order
business for the sale of men's shirts. That had to be terminated due to the
shortage of material during World War II. The 1950 Historical Catalog of
Brown University listed Walter P. Misch as follows: Office Manager, the
Egry Register Company in Massachusetts.

MARION MISCH-WORLD TRAVELER
To illustrate the number and extent of Marion Misch's travels, her
granddaughter, Marion Ruth, compiled a list of her travels. The
information was derived from postcards which she sent to her brother,
Milton and his wife, Helen.
Soon after Caesar's death she took her first trip abroad with her son
Walter. This was in June of 1909. "It was on this trip my father told us that
he would smoke cigarettes on the other side of the boat from where his
mother was," said Robert. From June until they sailed home from Paris
on August 4th, Marion Misch and her son went to Chester and Stratfordon-Avon in England; and to the countries of Germany, Holland,
Czechoslovakia, Italy and Switzerland.
The summer of 1910 saw Marion and her son again traveling abroad to
different countries — Wales, Isle of Man, Ireland, the Faroe Islands via
Iceland to Norway, and to Denmark. In Germany they visited different
sections of that country than they had the previous year. An interesting
comment about Oberammagau was made by Marion Ruth Misch.
"Grandma commissioned an artist in the town to make slides of the
Passion Play and color them. Photos were forbidden.. .Don't know what
she made of what I am told is the rampant anti-Semitism of the
Oberammagau Passion Play. Possibly she looked on it as a cultural
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artifact left over from the Middle Ages. This trip seems to have ended at
Pompeii in Italy."
Another area of the world was covered in a July and August vacation in
1911. She went to Arizona, California, the Orkney Islands, Hawaii and
Lake Louise in Canada.
Her next trip was of six month's duration. They traversed many
countries — Spain, Tunisia, Italy, Germany, France, Egypt, Palestine,
Lebanon, Greece, Syria, Belgium. There were interesting comments
about some of these countries. About the Nile — "It's wonderful. I can't
believe I am here" (they rented a houseboat to float up the Nile). Re
Jerusalem: "Every step here is interesting."
Marion Ruth believes that sometime there must have been a visit to
Kenya. "Dad (Walter) told me of being very young when they stayed with
a British couple at their plantation. The Watusi arrived on their usual
rounds and Dad made friends with the chiefs son. They nicked their
wrists and mingled blood to become ritual brothers. Grandma let him go
off for a visit in the bush for some days. Hospitality included a temporary
wife. He did not tell me if he took full advantage of the opportunity, but
did say he discretely decided to say nothing to his mother regarding the
"wife."
A few months after her 6 months' trip, Marion Misch was boarding
another ship, this time to Algiers (she had been there that January), and
India and Ceylon. They visited such romantic places as the foothills of the
Himalayas and Calcutta. "I remember my father talking about Tibet and
the Dalai Llama. My impression was that they went to Tibet, but I am not
sure of this. There is no postcard."
Continuing from India in January of 1914 postcards arrived stamped
from Malaysia, Indonesia, Japan, China, Manchuria. They returned via
Vancouver and Alaska.
Undoubtedly World War I intervened in any further traveling, for the
next postcard is dated June 30th 1924 from Summit, Alaska. In 1925
there seemed to have been journeys to exotic lands — New Zealand,
Tonga, Australia, (She traveled through Australia from August through
early October.) In November they arrived in Luxor (again she is enjoying
the Nile), Khartoum and Jerusalem.
A1927 trip took Marion Misch through the Canal Zone on to Peru, Chile
and Brazil.

16

Rhode Island Jewish Historical Notes

It may be assumed that 1928 was Marion Misch's last extensive journey
for no postcards are in evidence after her trip first to England then on to
Madeira, Union of South Africa, Rhodesia, Kenya, Palestine, Syria,
Turkey and Paris.
Her granddaughter, Dorothy, related: "She traveled somewhere every
year. Wherever she went she took pictures. . .she was a serious
photographer.. .she would have slides of her snapshots made and also take
movies. She would give lectures to various organizations. I do not know
why she was asked, whether it was to make the program interesting that
day, or whether it was for fund-raising purposes — or what, but she did
that for many years, and she always had a photographic record of her
travels.. .1 remember watching her at a couple of these travelogues — she
would have a little metal clicker — and a long pointer — and stand there
looking as though she had control of the whole world — or at least her
corner of it — no stage fright, nothing, and I would be so proud of her...
And I remember the stereopticon and all the slides. It was just fascinating."
When discussing her trips, her grandchildren still marveled over her
lack of fear when she traveled in areas where few travelers ever went.
Among other memorable experiences which Marion Misch had was an
audience with the Pope. She is seen in a film made in Palestine showing
the original Hadassah Hospital. She witnessed General Allenby coming
into Jerusalem. She rode a camel in Egypt. She also traveled extensively
in the United States. "Just picture this 150 pound plus woman on a little
donkey teetering down the rim of the Grand Canyon — but she did it. She
would not think of not doing it!" exclaimed Dorothy.
Naturally, Marion Misch traveled abroad by boat in the early 1920's.
Dorothy remembers what a thrill it was for her to go with her father to
New York to the Pier to meet her grandmother when she might be coming
back from some exotic trip like a Safari in Africa.
At least two of her travels were recorded in the Providence Journal.
"Mrs. Misch Tours Raratonga. Rhode Island Woman writes of Education
Work among South Sea Islanders."20

"Mrs. Caesar Misch, ex-president of the State Federation of
Women's Clubs and Rhode Island Women's Club and Honorary
President of the Providence Section, Council of Jewish Women,
who, with Miss Bertha Hatton Smith, is making a round-theworld trip, writes from the South Sea Islands a graphic
account of the educational work being done among the natives
of Raratonga.

An Extraordinary Woman

Marion L. Misch with her five grandchildren. L.
to R.: Dr. Marion Ruth Misch, Dr. Donald W.
Misch, W. Richard Misch, Dr. Robert C. Misch,
Dorothy L. Misch Winer.
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Ruth Capron Greene Misch (Mother of 5 grandchildren, wife of Walter P.)

An Extraordinary Woman 21

MISCH FAMILY IN BERLIN
Top row: L. to R.: Caesar Misch, Mr. Blumenthal
(Emma Misch's husband), Mrs. Robert Misch
(Betty), her daughter, Lucie Misch, Robert Misch,
Sigmund Misch.
Front row: L. to R.: Marion Misch, Emma Misch
Blumenthal, Emma's two daughters, (Caesar
Misch's mother) Katie & Eva, Clara Misch
(married name unknown), Mrs. Sigmund Misch.

Administration Building, Vanity Fair, Providence, R.I.
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Marion L. Misch (Mrs. Caesar)
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The Raratonga native is one of the gentlest in the Pacific
Island. Men, women and children wave greetings and smile
and call a 'good morning' as the Japanese call their 'Sayonara.'
The chauffeur who drove Miss Smith and me around the
island (only 20 miles in circumference) was a half-caste
schoolteacher who had been trained in New Zealand, which
has the protectorate of the island. There are on the island six
schools, four Government schools for half-castes and natives,
one school for white children and one Catholic mission school.
The government schools are taught by half-caste school teachers
with a white man at the head.. .The children goto school for 10
months of the year.. .These schools were started in 1914 and so
far no higher education has been attempted. . .School is
compulsory between the ages of 6 and 14."

The report contains the information that the natives do not like to wear
clothing and wear only a breach cloth. They sleep on the ground under the
skies or in a thatched hut with all sides exposed. Hygiene was one of the
subjects being taught in the schools.
Mrs. Misch concluded her account with the following: "We have touched
at two islands, Tahiti under French rule and Raratonga under New
Zealand. In both we found plenty of motor cars but in both they were
American."
The second headline: "Mrs. Misch tells of African Trip.
Entertains 300 Temple Beth El Sisterhood Members with
Illustrated Travelogue."21
"Speaker takes audience to Budapest, Constantinople,
Palestine, Nile Valley and South Africa..." Mrs. Misch's story
described a trip through Africa, explaining in detail life and
customs, especially of South Africa, the Cape of Good Hope,
Cape Town and the other colonies of the Union of South Africa,
Victoria Falls and the Nile River. Palestine and Constantinople were also among the places described by the speaker.
Mrs. Misch was especially interested, she said, in noting
changes in the cities and communities of Palestine since her
visit there three years ago. She told that the City of Jerusalem,
now occupied by the Mohammedans where three years ago the
British were in control, is not a clean city now, as it was
formerly.
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"The colonies of Palestine, which are developed on a
communistic basis is succeeding, mentioning especially, one
such community where the dairy products are considered the
best in Palestine and are used entirely in hospitals where only
the pure food can be used.
Damascus under French occupation is somewhat gloomy,
Mrs. Misch said, Constantinople presents a strange aspect as a
European city instead of Turkish. Budapest is inhabited by a
people who are looking forward to the time when Hungary can
win back the territory taken from her at the end of the World
War."
It seems obvious that Marion Misch never traveled for purely relaxing
or entertaining reasons. Her adventures, her experiences were all sources
of learning and were carefully documented on film in order to share them.
Her intellectual curiosity knew no bounds. She seemed to have described
and shared a phenomenon like the great pyramids of Egypt with the same
enthusiasm as she did some small work of nature. It is a wonderous
picture to conjecture — this large, very much in command woman,
bustling about from country to country with an entourage of porters to
tote her large and heavy steamer trunks.
MARION MISCH, EDUCATOR
Marion Misch trained to be a schoolteacher and taught in the Pittsfield
schools. Her grandchildren attest to the fact that she assumed that role
during her lifetime. She was constantly teaching and directing them.
"She was really involved with us — a superb grandmother.
She was very teacherly. We were taken to the opera at a
ridiculous age. (That destroyed my love of the opera.) As far as
education was concerned, I could go along with that. I was
having difficulty in school. I had an eye injury at an early age.
She saw to the fact that I got tutored, and was checked on an
almost daily basis, 'Did he go today?' She really took over, and
saw that things got done. It wasn't enough that she gave her
opinion on a subject, but she followed it through and saw that it
happened. . . .She would invite us by sending a written
invitation and you were expected to reply in kind — as if you
were in the British Court. That had to do with manners. I
remember her teaching mei how to eat a soft boiled egg, 'in
case,' Marion Misch said, 'you were invited to Buckingham
Court.' "22
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"She was very firm in her convictions and ideas. She
certainly did try to influence us. I remember once when she
was on the school committee, I was in the 9th grade at the time,
and the civics book we were reading had some passage in it she
did not particularly approve of, and thought it could be
construed as anti-semitic, and she politicked around until she
got it deleted, I believe."23

Her youngest grandchild, Marion Ruth Misch, wrote of her
grandmother's influence on them in the foreword to her dissertation for
the degree of Doctor of Philosophy, The George Washington University,
Washington, D.C., February 1975.
"This work is dedicated to my first teacher, my grandmother,
Marion Louise Misch. Her activities ranged from music to fine
arts, to literature, to business, to world travel, to local and
national community service — but her great talent was as an
educator.
Her five grandchildren have done a wide variety of things.
Three of us have chosen science. Dr. Donald W. Misch is a
physiologist. Dr. Robert C. Misch became a clinical psychologist
many years ago — a path he then lit. for me. All, I think,
benefitted from her breadth of mind, high standards and
constant keen interest in the world. She sustained these
throughout her life from when, at age 18, she travelled New
England founding Jewish Sunday schools, through her
experiments at the turn of the century with motion
photography, through managing Children's Year for Franklin
Roosevelt to devising special Peter Rabbit stories when we
were all little to teaching us about agricultural innovations..
.the art of Origami. . ."good" and "bad" microbes. . .how an
opera could be sung about beggers as well as kings.. .a host of
wonderful things.
She died when I was 9 years old and she far too young, at the
beginning of her old age, teaching me about hummingbirds
that last summer before her cancer dulled all keenness the only
way it could.
The legacy she left her family was that this world is a richly
diverse place in which to explore and discover new things."
Many years before Marion Misch became involved with the supervision
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of her grandchildren's intellectual and cultural lives, she continued with
her original interest in the curriculum of a religious school. The result of
that interest was two publications: (1) Selections for Homes and Schools
compiled by Marion L. Misch, published by the Jewish Publication
Society of America, Philadelphia 1911 and a much smaller text, (2)
Children's Service for the Day of Atonement written and compiled by
Marion L. Misch, published by the press of Fox and Saunders, Inc.,
Providence, R.I., 1907.
Fortunately there is a copy of the latter book on file in the Temple Beth
El Library. The Providence Journal of September 29,1907 reviewed this
book as follows:
"One of the latest additions to the list of books by Rhode
Island writers is a Children's Service for the Day of Atonement
witten and compiled by Marion L. Misch of this city. The
hymns, responsive readings and addresses, admirably
arranged as they are can scarcely fail to accomplish the
purpose for which the pamphlet was prepared. Mrs. Misch
speaks in the first place of the fact that the ritual was written at
the request of Rabbi Henry Englander of the Congregation
Sons of Israel and David, and adds: 'It is put forth in the hope
that it will help to arouse the religious interest of the children
in the Day of Atonement, the most solemn service of the year in
which in the past they have had little or no interest. This book,
adapted to the needs of the young and fitted to prepare them for
a fuller observance of the Sabbath of Sabbaths in later years,
furnishes a good illustration of the change which has been
wrought within a few decades in the methods and ideas of child
training.' "
Mrs. Misch has performed the task which she set herself in
preparing this little volume excellently."
An examination of this book also brings out the fact that Mrs. Misch's
intent was to replace the 'recess on the Day of Atonement, that is, the
period between the morning and afternoon service. She set a precedent
'for future services on the Day of Atonement.
The selections she chose contain sermons easily understood by children.
For example: Rabbi: 0 eternal One Our Lord, how excellent is Thy name
in all the earth!
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Children: Out of the mouths of children, Thou foundest strength.
There is also admonishment in the following passages:

Rabbi: . . .with the influence of this day upon you when you look around
and see your parents and friends happy that they are 'at one with
God' can you keep in your hearts any sin or wrong doing? If you
have been untruthful, if you have been disobedient to parents or
teachers, if you have been thoughtless in word or deed, confess
your faults and begin the new year with the determination to be
obedient, thoughtful...
Selections for Homes and Schools contained the following preface by
Marion Misch. "On taking up the work as Chairman of the Committee on
Religious Schools of the National Council of Jewish Women, the compiler
found that there was room for a collection of the sort here represented.
The object is to provide material for home reading and for recitation in
Jewish Religious schools, Junior sections of the Council of Jewish Women,
and other Jewish organizations. It includes a number of short simple
verses for the younger generation which will bear repetition.
The youthful verses of Mrs. Hemans, Ruskin and the Davidson sisters
have been included, not for any intrinsic literary value, but to show
children the trend of thought of others of their age.
Not only poems on biblical subjects have been included, but also
selections that include some moral truth and tend to rouse healthful
thoughts in the child's mind. When more than one selection on the same
subject is given, it was to provide a number from which to choose, to allow
the teacher to arrange a symposium on the subject or show how different
authors treated the same theme.
The selection is an interesting combination of Jewish and Christian
sources. Examples from the Table of Contents are: United Society for
Christian Endeavor, "Trust"; a poem by Mary Frances Butts; poems by
John Westall, American Unitarian Association; "Solomon and the Sower"
by N-L- Frothingham. This book is divided between Tales from the Bible
and the Talmud. She also included selections from works by such authors
as Emma Lazarus, John Browning, Alexander Pope, Henry W.
Longfellow, Elizabeth Barrett Browning.
The subject matter is varied. There are themes on kindness to animals,
a child's thought of God, the Jewish race, sin, temptation, humility,
friendship, deceit, contentment, anger. She also included poems concerned
with the Jewish holidays of Yom Kippur, Passover, Shabuoth, Rosh
Hashanah.

27

An Extraordinary Woman

Marion Misch did not confine her teachings to religious school subjects.
On her thoughts about book censors there is the following headline in a
newspaper article: "Parents, Better Book Censors than Statutes," says
Mrs. Misch.24 "Rhode Island Federation of Women's Clubs President
Disapproves New York's Method of Solving Problems." In this article
Mrs. Misch declared that spiritual home training rather than legislation
such as proposed in New York state to suppress objectionable books was
the answer. She further declared, "No law will force anyone, child or
adult to be moral." . . ."Laws can punish lawbreakers, but only true
spiritual home training can prevent lawbreakers." The law in New York
which was seeking the endorsement of all the women's clubs was endorsed
by many who claimed that "Women all along have been standing for clean
plays, and clean pictures and now that this pernicious thing has been
brought to our attention we are going to get support for the bill sponsored
by the 'Clean Books League.' There were others, however, who thought
like Marion Misch. She answered those who would support the bill by
saying that no law would keep "trashy and spicey" books from being sold
illicitly and no law would" force anyone, child or adult, to be moral. Laws
can punish lawbreakers, but only true spiritual home training can
prevent lawbreakers."
Marion Misch's views on scholarships were voiced in a headline, "Mrs.
Misch speaks on Scholarships."25 At the New England Conference of
State Federation of Women's Clubs in Hartford, Connecticut, Mrs. Misch
opened the discussion on Americanization. She is quoted as saying, "In a
discussion of scholarship and loan funds, I tried a plan whereby a loan
made to a girl is paid, not to the loaner, but to another girl who needs the
money for schooling and by the latter to another girl, and so on, in a sort of
endless chain." She thought that the plan had worked out well. There is no
record that this suggestion was ever adopted.
The School Board
It is not surprising that with her experience and reputation as an
educator that Marion Misch was urged to serve on the school committee.
The date was March 2,1925. Headlines in tine Providence Journal of that
date read: "Mrs. Misijh urged for School Board. Prominent Clubwoman
•and Music Patron Consents to be Candidate from District C." "Mrs.
Caesar Misch, prominent clubwoman and patron of music has yielded to
the pleas of a group of citizens in Wards 8 and 9 and consented to become a
candidate from District C for membership on the new school commission
created by the adoption of the Strayer School Act," The long and
prestigious list of clubs over which Mrs. Misch presided was than
enumerated.
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"In connection with her club work, she has delivered several
lectures on child education, in particular to spiritual training.
Her most valuable contribution to music has been the extension
of the facilities of her music room on Elmwood Avenue and the
manual organ contained therein to any reputable musical
organization in the city for the advancement of the art."

Her appointment lasted for one year and in the Providence Journal of
November 3,1926 is the news that "Mrs. Misch again wins school post."
"First of seven members of the new committee re-elected unanimously.
She received 10,194 votes." This was for a six year term.
Marion Misch was a very conscientious member of the school committee
according to the records of the school committee.26 A review of the roll call
lists contained in the minutes of the school committee meetings revealed
that Mrs. Misch was rarely absent. Many of the Resolutions were made by
her. Meetings were held almost every two weeks so that in the years she
served —1925 until November 1939 — she devoted much of her energies
toward this endeavor.
In the 1933 election for school committee Mrs. Misch found herself
opposed for the first time. The Rhode Island Jewish Historical Association
Archives contains a scrapbook compiled by the Caesar Misch Building
superintendent, a Mr. Phillips. Her grandson, Richard, gave this scrapbook to the Association. In this volume Marion Misch's whole campaign
may be followed: Providence Sunday Journal, October 29, 1933 —
"Election for School Post in District C. Slated November 7th" — "Mrs.
Misch candidate for re-election opposed by Thomas P. Gallagher. Mrs.
Misch, a member of the school committee for the past eight years declares
she is seeking reelection on her record and the conviction of her supporters
that she is singularly well qualified to meet the most important problem
of the Providence public schools, that of reconciling the interest both of
the children and of economy.
Mrs. Misch's own campaign speech is excerpted as follows:
"I have a particular interest in the district I live in and
represent. I was happy to have had part in securing the new
Roger Williams junior high school and the addition to the
Broad Street school in the district
Since I have been on the
School Committee a large part of the school plant has been
remodeled or rebuilt. As a substantial taxpayer I realize the
cost of these projects but believe that the education of our
children to meet the complex problems of our modern age
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demand the best school plant and the most modern equipment
that we could afford.. .The tendency in any time of financial
stress is to economize on education. Wise economy is essential,
but false economy will take from the child of this generation a
precious right which can never be restored. . .They must, if
only for health's sake, have in their schools proper housing,
proper lighting, proper ventilation, and they must be protected
by medical inspection from contagious disease. Above all, they
must have the best and most efficient educational methods and
the best teachers obtainable. Teachers must be selected not
only on scholastic ability but to impart knowledge, to interest
the children and maintain disciDline."
Various influential people spoke on Marion Misch's behalf. "Dr.
Clarence A. Barbour, President of Brown University, yesterday endorsed
the candidacy of Mrs. Marion L. Misch. . .he praised her service as a
member of the committee."27 Former State Treasurer, George L. Clark,
said, "no reason for any change." Support was given by the leaders in the
Federation of Women's Clubs, Mrs. Therese F. Wachenheimer and Mrs.
Florece P. Wise.
While Mr. Gallagher held rallies, Mrs. Misch spoke extensively before
various organizations and clubs. She was also endorsed by the 10th Ward
councilman and by the President of the Rhode Island Congress of Parents
and Teachers, Mrs. Samuel L. Lapham. Mrs. Lapham pointed out that
although Dr. Strayer's recommendation had been for three women on the
school committee, Mrs. Misch was the only woman on the committee. She
added the thought, "I believe that a woman on the School Committee is the
heart of the Committee. I think Mrs. Misch has proved that. She has
shown it in many ways. If she is not re-elected, it will be a terrible
catastrophe in the city.. .Mrs. Misch has always taken a warm interest not
only in affairs of her own community, but also of the entire city. There is
not anything that I can say high enough in praise of Mrs. Misch."
The President of the Rhode Island State Federation of Women's Clubs,
Mrs. James C. Carrrj^cl^, spoke in Mrs. Misch's behalf, emphasizing other
qualifications.28 "Mrs. Misch now has grandchildren in the public schools
. . .She is a large taxpayer, and is therefore interested in an economical
administration of the school system.. .She has studied the school systems
of Australia, England and many cities of the United States. She is
recognized, not only in Rhode Island and New England but in many other
states of the nation as an educator and as a leading, superior type of
woman."
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An editorial in the Evening Bulletin of November 1,1933 brought out
the fact that under the Strayer law candidates for school committee have
to be nominated by petition and their names must appear on the primary
and election ballots of school board elections. They took exception to Mrs.
Misch's opponent, James P. Gallagher for he was being backed openly by
the 11th Ward Democratic Club which held rallies on his behalf.
On November 2, 1933 the Evening Bulletin devoted space to other
persons who desired the election of Marion Misch — Dr. Walter E.
Ranger, State Commissioner of Education, and Arthur Henius, Chairman
of the N.R.A. Compliance Board in Providence.
There was an attempt on the part of her opponent to prove that Marion
Misch only paid taxes on 51 Empire Street (the Caesar Misch building) as
a business, but she proved she did have her residence in the building,
which would make her qualified to run from School District C.
As the election day approached, another headline announced, "Hundreds
Endorse Marion L. Misch. Men and Women in School District C and other
parts of the City for Candidate." Hundreds of names were listed of those
residents who lived in the Washington Park, South Providence and
downtown sections which made up her district, and who endorsed her
candidacy.29
Also in the same newspaper were the biographical sketches of Marion
Misch and her opponent, James P. Gallagher. Mr. Gallagher, who
attended the primary grades of the city school system, had unsuccessfully
run on the Democratic ticket for Alderman. In contrast were Marion
Misch's qualifications. As her term on the school committee had come to a
close, she was engaged in a study of how the schools could reduce their
expenses (under the then unemployment and reduced incomes) without
impairing the services which have given them rank in the school systems
of the nation.
Further information about Marion Misch came to light in this article. It
was learned for the first time that when she finished the Pittsfield Normal
School she taught in an ungraded school of that city. When the city
organized its first grade school, Mrs. Misch was selected as one of its first
teachers, assigned to grades 4 and 5. Her interest in music gave her her
first experience in the then new departmentalization idea. She was a
pioneer in that field, specializing in public school music instruction. The
article also points out her interest in education after her marriage and the
birth of her children. She studied the school systems of Australia,
England, France and Germany and lectured and wrote on child training
in this country, Europe, China and India.
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More of her accomplishments as a member of the school committee
were pointed out. She was the originator of the plan to connect every
school in the city, including the smallest with telephones, foreseeing
emergencies. She began her reform work on the school committee with
visits to school buildings and was in large part responsible for the
improvement in sanitation in the schools. Child health had always been of
prime concern to her.
For more than 15 years she had been active in social service work for
children. A member of the Providence Playground Commission under
Mayors Dyer and McCarthy, she was also local chairman of the "Back to
School" drive during the war. In. that period she also served as a $1.00 a
year worker in child welfare for the United States Government.
This biographical sketch offered the information that she had served on
the Executive Board of the International Council of Women and attended
meetings at the Hague, Holland. She was also Vice President of the
National Old Glory Club, elected when the society was organized in
Boston to teach proper use of the American flag. Concluding information
revealed the fact that she was taxed on $411,720 of real estate and $4,300
intangible property, as an executrix under her husband's will, she was
taxed on $46,000, intangible and on the business firm, $24,000 tangible.
Throughout this campaign there were many references in the local
newspapers to the fact that Thomas F. McHugh, Secretary of the Finance
Committee of the Democratic City organization was soliciting Anti-Misch
funds. He had approached many department heads in City Hall for
contributions to that fund.
In the files of the Rhode Island Jewish Historical Association are letters
from Marion Misch thanking David Adelman for his help in her 1933
School Committee campaign. He had sent her two lists, one of potential
contributions and the other of potential workers. Her letter in that
instance is as follows:
November 10, 1933
My dear Mr. Adelman:
Words are so futile in trying to express my appreciation of
what you have done for me in the past few weeks. To my
inexperience you brought knowledge; to my impetuosity you
brought a sobering influence. Throughout the entire campaign
your help was of incalcuable value.
Again thinking you, I am.
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Marion Misch won that school board election by a slight lead (she was 40
votes behind in the unofficial tabulation but after a recount was declared
elected by 113 plurality), but she was not so successful in the race of 1939.
She lost in the school election primary of October 10,1939. Mrs. Mary E.
Fogarty, who had never held office, was an office employee at Davol
Rubber Company, and who was prominent in Catholic Women's Circles,
won 2728 votes. Her opponent in the November 7th election would be Earl
C. Sylvander, former Republican and member of the Common Council.
Heresay at the time and recalled by Mrs. Misch's grandchildren was that
this primary and her loss was a "put-up" job. There was a concerted effort
to replace her with a Catholic woman. There is even reference
(unconfirmed) of a person who worked for her campaign, but actually was
on her opponent's side.
It is apparent that in the 14 years in which she served on the School
Board, she had made very valuable contributions to the upgrading of the
school system of Providence.
MARION MISCH - THE FEMINIST
"Of course she was a suffragette," said Marion Ruth Misch to her sister
and brother as they were discussing their grandmother's feminist
leanings. On another occasion her granddaughter Dorothy recalled, "She
must have been in parades, for one of my mother's aunts told me she
remembers seeing my grandmother at the head of a parade (presumably
suffragette) and my grandmother told me later she had seen my mother's
aunt standing on the sidewalk and she (the aunt) made a face at her."
Other comments from her grandchildren: "She was a terrificfeminist,"
said Ruth (Bob's wife), "She was the original feminist. She would make
Bella Abzug look quiet," said Richard. Bob: "She could be so detached and
free of the usual conventions. And she was very rational, I think. My
grandfather must have given her great latitude for the husbands of that
age would not normally do that."
"Vividly, this came to mind the other day," said her granddaughter,
Dorothy, "I was still in my teens and we were discussing divorce, and she
said that she felt that marriage should be very difficult and divorce very
easy. Now that was a long time ago. She recognized some of the ills."
"Mrs. Misch Aids Memorial." "Mrs. Caesar Misch of this city is on the
committeee of 100 prominent women of the country who are working to
secure contributions for a memorial to the men of America who went
down with the Titanic. It will probably be in the form of an arch and will
be erected on a site to be donated by Congress in Washington, D. C. Mrs.
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John Hay, widow of Secretary of State, John Hay, is chairman of the
committee."30 Mrs. Misch served with prominent women such as Mrs.
John D. Rockefeller, Mrs. Charles W. Fairbanks, Mrs. Alexander
Graham Bell, Mrs. Grover Cleveland and Mrs. William Randolph Hearst.
It is interesting to note that only women were permitted to subscribe to
the cause. There was one man in the movement, Edward Stellwagen,
President of the Union Trust Company of Washington, who was treasurer
of the committee.
"Mrs. Misch Lauds Women of the Bible," "Depicts Old Testament
Heroines as molders of history of Jewish Race."31 This speech was
delivered at Temple Beth El before more than 500 members of the
Providence Section, National Council of Jewish Women and their guests.
She spoke about these women as the prototypes of the women of today.
"These famous women of the Hebrew race were revered, respected and
intellectual women of flesh and blood".. ."superficial opinion only could be
responsible for the idea that Jewish women of antiquity were looked down
upon or were the mere chattels, playthings or slaves of the men of their
times.".. ."No nation so viewing the women would have been responsible
for Proverbs 21 to which Jewish women are pictured as esteemed not only
supreme in their households, but as direct agencies for influence upon the
affairs of the times.. ."The Bible brings these women close, and one sees
them as intensely human, with the same loves, the same impulses and
passions of women of all ages.
Accompanying Marion Misch's recitation were the portrayals of
Women of the bible — Sarah, Miriam, Deborah, Huldah and Hannah, as
epitomes of maternal love, as teachers learned in the law, and as
prophetesses. The dramatic story of Esther and the tale of Ruth, written
as propoganda to offset the teachings of Ezra, were recounted.
While Marion Misch explained the symbolism of the Temple with its
seven-branched candlesticks, the everlasting light before the tablets and
the presence of the Covenant as a realistic background for her portrayals,
the pageant was performed in the background.
Mrs. Misch contrasted the woman of today with these Biblical women,
declaring that every woman who aids legislation for the good of her
country today is but a follower after Miriam, while every teacher in the
schools is a modern Huldah. The influence of women on legislation was as
great then as now, although modern women have the ballot.
Another example of Marion Misch's feminism was demonstrated in her
school committee campaign of 1933. A headline in the Providence Journal
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of November 6,1933 read as follows: "Declares she does not want to be
returned to school committee merely as woman." "I do not want to be
returned as a woman unless I am a better qualified candidate than the
man".. ."The only reason I want to go back is a love for the work."
MARION MISCH - MUSIC LOVER
Reference to Marion Misch's love of music at an early age has already
been noted. There were many facets to her involvement with music. In her
home she had a large music room with piano, pipe organ, violin, cello and
possibly a harp, according to her granddaughter, Dorothy. This room she
put at the disposal of the Federated Clubs, according to a newspaper
reference in 1923.32 "the attention of the programme committees of the
different clubs belonging to the Rhode Island State Federation has been
called to an offer made by the State President, Mrs. Caesar Misch, as a
contribution from the State Federation to the community in line with the
effort which is being made by the music department of the General
Federation to increase public interest in good music. Mrs. Misch offers,
without charge, the use of her music room at 601 Elmwood Avenue to any
federated club for an afternoon or an evening meeting at any time after
November 1".. .The one exception was Tuesday evenings which were to be
devoted to a weekly operalogue for music students under the auspices of
the music department of the State Federation.
Another article33 referred to these Tuesday evening programs: "famous
Operas to be discussed." "President of State Federation of Women's Clubs
plans Series of Talks. — Music Lovers to Benefit." "Plots and Scores of
well-known works to be analyzed — French and Italian classics topic of
Mrs. Caesar Misch." These were scheduled from November 6th to May
6th. The purpose was for opera lovers and music students to receive a
clearer understanding of the plots and music of famous works. The
speakers were to illustrate their remarks with selections from the operas
under study. Tickets for these Tuesday evening "operalogues" were free
and transferable. The one stipulation was that any unused tickets were to
be returned so that another music lover might use them.
The opening of this Music room was publicized in the newspaper.34
"New Music Home Formally Opened." "Musicale is held in spacious room
recently completed by Mrs. Caesar Misch. Organ Recital is given." "A
new and helpful addition to the musical resources of this city was made
last evening with the informal opening of the recently completed music
room at the home of Mrs. Caesar Misch. . ." The article furnished the
information that the Music room was not only available to the clubs of the
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Federation, but also to any club in good civic standing for the furtherance
of their musical work.
There were 150 guests at the initial performance in the Music room,
which featured William E. Zeuch, organist of Boston, assisted by a Mrs.
Fournier, Contralto and Willard C. Amison, Tenor Soloist.
The second invitation musicale was held the following Tuesday. Many
guests heard for the first time the new pipe organ, which was one of the
principal features of the room's equipment.
Marion Misch was not only very generous in donating the facilities of
her music room, but in sponsoring unknown talent as featured artists at
her musicales. It was said that she helped sponsor Igor Gorin to this
country. He was given his first job as cantor of Temple Beth Israel. Mrs.
Misch introduced him at a performance in her home.
Mrs. Beryl Segal recalls that Arthur Einstein, the pianist, was
fortunate in having the opportunity to show his talent before an audience
at the Misch home. He spoke to Mrs. Segal in glowing terms about the
elegance of the home with its well-equipped and magnificent music room.
In this Music room there was also a phonograph with many records.
Richard, her grandson, spoke of how they would never dare touch any of
her precious mementos without permission. However, she had certain
phonograph records that she felt would be entertaining for children. For
example, the children could play the recordings of Eddie Cantor. These
delicate records were very valuable to her and yet she wanted her
grandchildren to be exposed to music and allowed them to handle certain
records. In those days records were made of shellac and shattered when
dropped. Dorothy, recalling her grandmother's love of music said,
"Music, of course, was always a big thing with her. She would incorporate
all of that into her house. We were encouraged to have piano lessons, but it
never seems to have amounted to much with us."
The extensive collection of records found a good home. It is interesting
to note in the June 1941 issue of the Brown Alumni Monthly the following
information:
"A collection of 6200 phonograph records and 800 items of
printed music, ranging from the folk songs of New Zealand to
Italian and German operas seldom heard in this country, has
been presented to Brown University by Mrs. Henry W. Sackett
of Providence in memory of her late husband, a Brown
alumnus of the class of 1894.
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The collection, formerly the property of Mrs. Caesar Misch
of Providence has been received by the Department of Music
and has been used by the department this year to broaden its
field of instruction and to increase the variety of music
available for listening groups.
The addition of the recordings alone has increased our
library of recorded music to 10,000. . .the opera section of the
recordings is unusually comprehensive and would be almost
impossible to duplicate.
Among the unusual records are those of speeches or readings
by eminent statesmen, orators, actors and others. The group
contains recordings by the late King Albert of Belgium,
Edward VIII in his speech of abdication, Winston Churchill,
Ghandi, the Aga Khan, Lindberg, George Bernard Shaw, John
Barrymore, Dame Nellie Melba and many others. Indian
songs make another remarkable group."

As President of the Rhode Island Federation of Music Clubs Mrs. Misch
championed the cause of ending the monopoly of symphony programs by
the Boston radio stations.35 "Believing that thousands of Rhode Island
residents, unable to hear Boston Symphony concerts broadcast through
Boston radio stations, would enjoy such concerts broadcast through
Providence stations, Mrs. Caesar Misch of this City.. .is endeavoring to
secure this result. Success, she says, depends largely upon the demand for
such broadcasting, and she therefore asks Rhode Island citizens who
favor her plea for such local broadcasting of the concerts to communicate
with her." In her efforts, Mrs. Misch contacted a Mr. W.S. Quimby,
sponsor of the symphony orchestra in Boston, who was very sympathetic
to her request and desirous of cooperating with her.
It was typical of Marion Misch that she pursued any cause which she
wanted to promote with great zealousness. She contacted Boston radio
station WN AC and the Providence Station WEAN, owned by the Shepard
Company. The problem seemed to be that telegraph wires were used in
broadcasting the symphony in Boston itself, but this method was too
expensive to use for such a long distance as Providence. The telephone
company did not have any connections which used telegraph wire.
While President of the Rhode Island Federation of Music Clubs, Marion
Misch was quoted in the Providence Journal of May 6,1926. "Exploiting
Music Teachers Scored." "Mrs. Misch urges incompetent tutors be
prevented from ruining talent." At the annual meeting and luncheon of
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the Rhode Island Federation of Music Clubs, Marion Misch made a plea to
music teachers of Rhode Island "to grade their profession so that
incompetent instructors shall not be allowed to wrongly instruct and
falsely encourage pupils of music".. .decrying self-exploitation in music
Mrs. Misch said that there were some teachers she wished could be put out
of the State.. ."It is a shame. We cannot condemn too strongly the teachers
who are ruining the voices and ability to play instruments of our young
people.. .We have no means of saying whether or not a teacher of music is
fit. If the teachers themselves would organize a committee to decide on
some standard, maybe we would be able to save many young people sad
disappointment."
A very interesting commentary on modern music was then made by
Mrs. Misch. "The time has come when we should decide just how far we
want to go. We are coming to the ultra-modern music in America. I am no
modernist. I do not want to lose the melody of the old music. I do like the
modern music, but not that which has no message, which plays to the
gallery." She concluded her speech with the following: "Among the aims
of the Federation during the coming year should be the spreading of more
frequent knowledge of good music, encouraging young artists financially
in their own studies." It was at this annual meeting that Marion Misch
was re-elected President for another term.
In the Providence Journal of May 8, 1925 there is contained the
information that Marion Misch offered her resignation as President of the
Rhode Island Federation of Music Clubs, as she was planning to travel
abroad. The board voted that the organization should be conducted by the
vice president during her absence. They would not accept her offer.
Other music clubs with which Marion Misch was connected were the
MacDowell Club, the Chopin Club and the Schubert Club.
MARION MISCH A VERY INVOLVED AND CIVIC-MINDED WOMAN
Reference was made by her grandchildren to Marion Misch's affiliations
with so many clubs. Richard facetiously remarked that if a club were
being organized there was never a question of who would be president
(that position was so often held by Marion Misch) but who would be vice
president. Research reveals that she was also president of several existing
organizations.
On her death a formidable list of organizational positions held by
Marion Misch was included in her obituary.36 "She was active in Jewish
and non-sectarian charitable, social and educational organizations and
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was prominent as a friend of music. 'Round the world travel, writing and
lecturing had also occupied her. At the time of her death she was an
honorary president of the Providence Section of the National Council of
Jewish Women, a past President of the National Council of Jewish
Women, past President of the Rhode Island Federation of Women's Clubs,
the Rhode Island Federation of Music Clubs and the Quota Club and past
Matron of Pawtucket Chapter, Order of the Eastern Star. She was one of
the founders of the Plantations Club and first vice president of the Jewish
Orphanage.
Other sources listed more affliations. For example, the Dau Blue Book
of Providence, R.I. 1920 (assumed to be similar to a Social Register)
enumerated the following: the MacDowell Club, the Metacomet Golf
Club, Rhode Island Women's Club and To Kalon Club of Pawtucket.
Another source37 adds the following: past President, Montefiore Ladies
Hebrew Benevolent Association; past President, Sisterhood, Temple Beth
El; past director, National Federation Temple Sisterhoods; director,
Providence Association Organizing Charity; Director, Providence District
Nursing Association; vice-president, Providence Civic and Park
Association; director, Providence Association for the Blind; member,
Board of trustees, Temple Beth El. There were also clubs and
organizations in which she only held membership such as the Miriam
Hospital; Jewish Educational Center; the Players; Ezrath Nashim,
Jerusalem; Providence Safety Council; Providence Mothers; and the
National Travel Club.
In another biographical sketch38 there was the interesting information
that Marion Misch was a Republican, that she had been a delegate to the
International Council of Women of the World held at the Hague in 1913,
that she had served as a dollar-a-year worker on Child Welfare during
World War I, and that she belonged to the Tiverton Women's Club.
The North End Dispensary
Although the exact dates of Marion Misch's involvement with the
Providence Section of the National Council of Jewish Women is not
known, there is documentation that she was involved with the formation
of the North End Dispensary under its aegis as early as 1907. A small
pamphlet entitled: "Charter, Constitution and By-Laws and History of the
North End Dispensary, "Providence, R.I., published in 1913 relates the
formation of this clinic.
In December 1907 Dr. J. Edmund Brown suggested to Mr.
Caesar Misch the advisability of opening a free dispensary in
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South Providence. Mr. Misch brought the matter to the
attention of the Providence Section of the Council of Jewish
Women and on January 10, 1908 at a special meeting of the
Executive Board held at the home of the president, Mrs. Isaac
C. Ottenberg, the matter was brought up for consideration...
"They decided upon the rooms in the North End Working
Girls' Home, 49 Orms Street, which were hired at a rental of
$25.00 per month, including light, heat and janitor service. At
its inception Mrs. Misch was Chairman with her committee,
Mrs. Brooks, Mrs. Ottenberg, Mrs. Loeb, Mrs. Jessel and Mrs.
Cohen."
Their charter, dated September 29, 1911 read, "for the
purpose of providing medical aid and surgical treatment for
the poor and needy sick of all denominations, and for the
transaction of other matters connected with or incidental
thereto..."
In an interview with Marion Brooks Strauss whose mother,
Catherine Brooks, was one of the founders of the North End
Dispensary, it was learned that the Marriot Hotel is now on the
location of the Dispensary. Mrs. Strauss commented: "My
mother used to go there every blessed day.".. ."Mrs. Misch was
the guiding light and my mother ran the dispensary."
Council of Jewish Women39
There is a fascinating picture of Marion Misch portrayed in all her
elegance wearing a large picture hat. This appears in a newspaper, The
Jewish Exponent of Philadelphia, dated December 8,1911, which devoted
an entire page to the Triennial Convention of the Council of Jewish
Women. Marion Misch was the president of the National Council, her
term of office 1908-1911. This was the 6th'triennial convention which
included delegates from 24 states and Canada, comprising 53 senior
sections and 16 junior sections. An exhortation appeared in this article
from the Social Committee requesting that all ladies remove their hats
before entering the hall of the reception as it was level and they would cut
off visibility. Hats were to be left in the dressing room. Since Mrs. Misch
must have been on the podium presiding over this convention, she may
have been allowed her large picture hat.
Information contained in this newspaper indicated that the convention
must have been a very controversial one. Various sections of the National
Council such as ones from Toledo, Washington, Cleveland, Chicago,
Boston, Baltimore and other cities were ready to secede from the National
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Council. Evidently they took exception to the activities of the Executive
Secretary, Miss Sadie American. From Marion Misch's comments in
answer to these secessionists it is evident that she responded in a rational,
clear-thinking and lucid manner.
The eventual outcome of this divisiveness is not available, but it would
seem that whatever the outcome Marion Misch must have proven a fair
arbitrator. A 1919-1920 booklet published by the Providence Section,
Council of Jewish Women listed her as chairman of a committee called,
"Peace and Arbitration." State Federation of Woman's Clubs
State Federation of Women's Clubs
With her picture prominently displayed, the headline read, "Mrs.
Caesar Misch heads State Federation of Women's Clubs."40 The annual
meeting at which she was elected was held at the Edgewood Yacht Club at
the invitation of the Edgewood Women's Clubs. Her term of office was
from 1922-1925. A surprise innovation in the afternoon's program was a
song composed by Mrs. Misch in honor of her predecessor, Mrs. Frank
Gibson.
From the Providence Journal of January 18, 1941 there is a reference
not only to Mrs. Misch's presidency of the State Federation of Women's
Clubs from 1922-1925 but also to her rather advanced views about parent
responsibility.
"In her final report as president of the State Federation, in a
day when the 'flapper' was a problem, Mrs. Misch offered the
suggestion that the wrong generation was being blamed for
flapperism, indicating that parents must share culpability."
A few months later a reception was given for Mrs. Misch by her friends
in the Council of Jewish Women. "Speeches in Rhyme Tell Federation
Head of Esteem in Which she is Held by Friends Here."41 It was held in
the vestry of Temple Beth El. "Following the singing of a song written by
Mrs. Archibald Silverman and sung by Mrs. Cecilia Parvey, with Mrs.
Milton Sapinsley at the piano, Mrs. Alvin T. Sapinsley recited a number
of clever verses extolling Mrs. Misch's versatility as a speaker, who, as the
lines said could talk on anything 'from Chinese to the tariff with equal
ease. Mrs. Misch's biography, also in rhyme, was recited by Mrs. Maurice
L. Fox, accompanied by illustrated drawings by Mrs. George Wise." Mrs.
Misch responded in metrical rhythm as she thanked the members for
their loyalty and support and the tangible evidence of their esteem in the
diamond set pin which was recently given her by the organization.
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Three years later Marion Misch was given another surprise luncheon
which was graphically described in the newspaper.42 This luncheon was
held in the Weber Duck Inn under the sponsorship of the Council of
Jewish Women, the North End Dispensary and the Sisterhood of Temple
Beth El.
"Mrs. Caesar Misch who leaves for a month for a trip to the
South Seas and Australia, was the guest of honor.. .Tables for
the large party were arranged in a hollow square.. .At the head
table with the honor guest sat the new and retiring presidents
of the three organizations represented. Among them were:
Mrs. Harry Wachenheimer, Mrs. Louis Sundlun, Mrs. Isaac
Gerber, Mrs. S. A. Markoff and Mrs. Maurice L. Fox. . .An
attractive souvenir programme of the occasion contained an
acrostic poem on Mrs. Misch's name and a number of songs
paying tribute to her and wishing her a 'bon voyage'.. .These
were sung between courses, with Mrs. Saul Rothschild as
leader and Mrs. Samuel Starr at the piano."
A leather case for her valuable papers was the gift presented to Marion
Misch.
From the program, a copy of which is on file at the Rhode Island Jewish
Historical Association, the acrostic is quoted:
Charade
My first is in Music, a thing to adore
My second's in Art, which never does bore
My third's in Religion, a loyal upholder
My fourth's in Interest, which couldn't be bolder
My fifth's in Organ, of which she is fond
My sixth's in Nature, which she can expound
My seventh's in Musician, accomplished in that
My eighth's in Intelligence, of which it's a fact
My ninth's in Sisterhood, her aid she did lend
My tenth's in Council, a much needed friend
My eleventh's in Help, the Dispensary may share
To any who need what she has to spare
My whole is the name of our guest of honor
May long life and health be showered upon her.
Other organizations honored Marion Misch. On October 1, 1927 a
newspaper story contained the information that the Rhode Island Club
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Walter P. Misch in World War I uniform.
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Hallway — Misch Home, 601 Elmwood Ave..
Providence (organ pipes may be seen).
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Trophy Room — Misch Home, 601 Elmwood
Ave., Providence.
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LOUIS BENJAMIN SIMON FAMILY
(Pittsfield, Mass.)
Standing: Marion Simon Misch, her son, Walter
P., Milton Simon, Helen Strauss Simon (Milton's
wife), Herman Walder (husband of Gertrude
Simon Walder).
Seated: Hattie Simon (with child), Mrs. Louis B.
Simon (mother), Louis B. Simon (father), holding
one of the Walder children; Marguerite Simon,
Gertrude Simon Walder.
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Rogers (Misch chauffeur, butler) in front of
Misch C 3.1% £1 Peerless.

In Chapel of Temple Beth El Ancient Chanukah
oil lamp.
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On wall of Temple Beth El a Painting of the
Prophelt Elizah.

In library of Temple Beth El Ancient Megillah.
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Women honored Marion Misch at the New England Conference of
Women's Clubs in Burlington, Vermont by appointing her vice chairman
of the session. "Mrs. Misch is a former state president of the Rhode Island
Federation and one of the outstanding club women of New England."
As keynote speaker at the annual meeting of the Providence section of
the National Council of Jewish Women Marion Misch expressed her views
about the status of women's clubs at that time.43 She "declared that
present economic conditions follow the inflexible rule of flux and contrast
in nature. Only the superficial observer views the isolated moment as the
whole of life and regards today's affairs with unlightened pessimism."
She drew an analogy between conditions in the economic world and
depression among women's organizations and declared "today offers a
challenge to women to forget their former theory of what clubs owe them
and go into the ranks for the service they can extend." She concluded her
speech with the words, "Contrary to the belief of some women club life in
the United States is anything but on the wane. New enthusiasms, new
interests, new trends are inevitable."
MARION MISCH - HER JUDAISM
A strong desire to learn more about her religion prompted Marion
Misch to write for information on starting a religious school, as cited
earlier in this profile. There is no information about her parents' attitude
toward Judaism, but since they lived in an area of few, if any Jews, Marion
Misch sought to import available formal religious instruction. She
demonstrated an adherence to the practice of Judaism all of her life,
although a large portion of her club activities were with non-Jews. As
Marion Strauss said, "I know personally that when I was teaching I would
have Friday night performances. She would not attend. She always said,
"anything but a Friday night.' That was Temple night." "Her interest in
Judaism was a cultural thing. She never kept a Kosher house. She would
send to Virginia for smoked ham, and yet would come into our house and
take over Mother's kitchen to prepare a Seder. The German Jews were the
first to latch on to Reform Judaism, but still it was very important to her to
be involved with being Jewish."44 Her granddaughter, Dorothy, called
her "such a Yankee type Jew."
Evidently she and her husband, Caesar, joined Temple Beth El when
they moved to Providence, and she maintained an active interest in the
Temple throughout her life. She served as one of the early presidents of
Temple Beth El Sisterhood, and it is reputed that she was the first woman
on the Temple Beth El Board. Her son, Walter, was confirmed at Temple

