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MY COUSIN, MARK TWAIN
b y M E L V I N L . ZURIER

Not too long ago, my cousin Sophie (Mrs. Robert M. Cohen of Providence) casually mentioned in conversation that she was related to
Mark Twain.
"Sophie," I said. "I know you come from a very fine family. It must
be since you and I are related, but Mark Twain...really! What kind of
'Yiches' is that?"
She then told me this story, since verified. Sophie's father was the
late Reverend Abraham Gabrilowitz. In the early 1900's he came to
this country, settling in New London, Connecticut, where his sister
lived. Soon he had saved enough to send for his wife Rachel, his son
Philip and a bevy of young daughters, of whom Sophie was one. Philip,
now deceased, left two sons — Irving and Bill Gabrilowitz (who today
are principals of Acme Motors in Warwick, Rhode Island). Abraham's
daughters brought him more than a dozen other grandchildren and
many more great grandchildren and great, great grandchildren.
Abraham left New London after several years to try his fortune in
Providence where the Jewish community was substantially larger.
Abraham became well known in Providence as a learned man. For
many years he owned a store on North Main Street where he sold
religious books and articles. The Providence City Directory shows his
residence in 1911 at 376 North Main Street. From 1916 until 1932 he
lived at 22 Benefit Street.
Abraham's respect for learning stemmed from Imperial Russia
where, after being orphaned at an early age, he had the good fortune to
be taken in or sponsored by a family interested in study. Soon he
became a Melamed or teacher, tutoring young boys for Bar Mitzvah.
He studied Torah conscientiously at a Yeshiva or academy in Kovno,
Lithuania, and qualified to become a "Sofer" or scribe, skilled in
preparing and mending Torah scrolls. Being a Sofer for Abraham
combined the callings of scholar and artisan. He later traveled
throughout the United States and Canada, both as a Sofer and a
Cantor. His services were in substantial demand by many congregations.
He and Rachel eventually moved to Detroit in the early '30's. He died
there in 1950.
But back to Mark Twain. Abraham and his family came from a
town called Navardok in what is now the Byelorussian Republic in the
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northwest corner of the Soviet Union. The borders of this area have
changed frequently. In the late 1800's, and early 1900's, Navardok was
part of Imperial Russia — later Poland.
In Abraham Gabrilowitz's day, Navardok was a seat of Jewish
learning, the site of another well-known Yeshiva. Abraham's father,
Reb Yisroel Yanekl Gabrilowitsch was a Rabbi who instilled his own
reverence for the written Hebrew word, at least vicariously, in his
young son, Abraham.
Yisroel Yankel had a brother Solomon (Shlome), also learned but
caught up in the secularism that briefly overcame many Russian Jews
in the period following the accession of Tsar Alexander. Solomon
became a lawyer and moved to the Russian capital, St. Petersburg.
This was a rare feat for a Jew — to be permitted to live outside the Pale
of Settlement.
Solomon Gabrilowitsch married Rosa. They raised four children
—George, Polya, Arthur and Ossip. All of the boys were musical.
Solomon prospered in St. Petersburg as a "well-known jurist". The
family traveled a great deal and spent summers in Finland living in a
home opposite the home of the famed Russian author, Maxim Gorky,
who was a frequent visitor in the Gabrilowitsch home.
But how does Mark Twain become involved? Let us now focus on
Ossip, the youngest of Solomon's children. Ossip was born in 1878 in
St. Petersburg. At age 5 he began taking piano lessons from his eldest
brother, George, 11 years his senior. (George later became a newspaper editor and fled St. Petersburg during the 1917 revolution. So,
too, did his younger brother, Arthur — a St. Petersburg lawyer.)
At age 10, Ossip met the great Russian pianist-composer, Anton
Rubinstein, who was sufficiently impressed by Ossip's musical talent
to admit him to the St. Petersburg Conservatory. At age 10, Ossip
accompanied the famous violinist Leopold Auer, head of the violin
department at the conservatory and teacher of the likes of Heifetz,
Elman, Zimbalist, Seidl, Piastro and others. Ossip soon became a
"pianistic wonder". His interests soon extended to opera. He played for
Rimsky-Korsakoff and Tolstoi. Finally, through a Madame Esipoff, a
well-known Russian pianist who took a deep interest in Ossip's career,
he came to study with her estranged husband, the renowned Theodor
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Leschetizky. In 1894, Ossip's mother accompanied him to Vienna
where Leschetizky taught. The following year, Ossip returned to
Vienna alone to continue his studies with Leschetizky.
By 1896, Ossip was ready for his debut. He gave his first public
recital in Berlin and was instantly acclaimed. His great musical
career was launched. He performed as a soloist with the great orchestras and conductors of the time -- Arthur Nikisch in Leipzig (whose
student in conducting he later became), Hans Richter in Vienna, the
London Philharmonic, etc. He toured the United States in 1900,1901,
1906, 1908 and 1914. he directed the Konzertverein Orchestra in
Munich in 1910.
Ossip finally settled in the United States in 1914 and became a
United States citizen in 1921. In 1918 he became the first conductor of
the Detroit Symphony Orchestra, helping to raise a million dollars for
the founding of Severence Hall in Detroit. He remained music director of the Detroit Symphony Orchestra until his death in 1936.
In 1928 Ossip also was joint conductor of the Philadelphia Orchestra
with Leopold Stokowski. He continued to perform as an elegant pianist and as a great conductor all over the world. His recording of the
Arensky Waltz with Harold Bauer in the mid 1920's, according to the
New York Times Music Critic Harold C. Schonberg, "has set the
standard for all time: two elegant pianists and wonderful technicians
disporting themselves with extraordinary grace and style."
In reviewing a recent concert by pianists Emanuel Ax and Charles
Wadsworth, Schonberg noted that:
"(They) are inevitably going to be judged by the BauerGabrilowitsch disk — at least by those who have grown up
on it and consider it the greatest romantic two-piano record
ever made and one of the greatest all-time piano disks in any
category."
But yes, how about Mark Twain? Well, first a few more words about
Ossip. While a student under Leschetizky in Vienna, he met and
became enamored of a young American soprano named Clara, also a
Leschetizky pupil. Their romance flowered briefly but ardently. They
became engaged, but time, distance and the demands of their respective carrers kept them apart though they corresponded often.
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In 1909, Clara, then living with her widowed father in Redding,
Connecticut, near Hartford, learned that Ossip was seriously ill in a
New York hospital. Clara and her younger sister sped to his bedside.
Within several weeks, miraculously, Ossip recovered sufficiently to
accept Clara's invitation to join her father and sister at their Connecticut home to convalesce. There he regained his health. Ossip and Clara
became engaged that summer. They were married in October, 1909,
at her father's home. In honor of the occasion, Clara noted that her
father dressed in a red and blue cap and gown that he wore when he
had received an honorary degree from Oxford.
Yes, Clara Gabrilowitsch's maiden name was Clara Clemens. Her
father was Samuel Clemens — Mark Twain. His son-in-law was Ossip
Gabrilowitsch. Twain and Gabrilowitsch — an unlikely combination
— were devoted to each other. During Twain's final hours (he died in
the spring of 1910) the last words spoken by Twain were to his son-inlaw. He asked Ossip to give him a drink "Cause you're the only one who
can understand me."
And so my cousin Sophie Cohen was indeed correct. Her grandfather, Yisroel Yankel Gabrilowitsch, was the brother of Solomon
Gabrilowitsch, Ossip's father. Sophie's father Abraham and Ossip
were first cousins. Sophie was Ossip's first cousin once removed. So
maybe that does make her a cousin to Mark Twain. And since Sophie is
also my cousin, well, maybe Mark Twain is my cousin too. Why not?
And how did Twain react to having a Jewish son-in-law? Twain's
definitive biographer, Paine, in his four volume biography entitled
"Mark Twain, A Biography" (New York 1912) at page 1524 noted that
the wedding between Clara and Gabrilowitsch was kept from the
newspaper until the eve of the wedding. Clemens gave to the Associated Press reporter a copy of an alleged interview between the
reporter and Clemens and, replying to the question (put to himself)
"Are you pleased with the marriage?" He answered:
"Yes, fully as much as any marriage could please me or
any other father. There are two or three solemn things in
life and a happy marriage is one of them, for the terrors of
life are all to come. I am glad of this marriage and Mrs.
Clemens would be glad for she always had a warm affection
for Gabrilowitsch." (Twain's wife, Olivia Clemens had died
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several years earlier.)
Another biographer of Twain recounts:
"(The) attitude of Mark Twain, as recorded by Susy (his
daughter) is important inasmuch as he sustained it later
when put to the test. This was his attitude toward Jews and
he met the test when Clara wished to marry Ossip
Gabrilowitsch, the noted musician of Jewish origin.
"Papa said that a Mr. Wood, an acquaintance of his, knew
a rich Jew who read Papa's books a great deal. One day this
Jew said that Papa was the only great humorist who had
ever written without poking some fun against a Jew, and
that as the Jews were such a good subject for fun and funny
ridicule, he had often wondered why in all his stories not one
sentence had anything in it against the Jews. And he asked
Mr. Wood the next time he saw Papa to ask him how this
happened.
"Mr. Wood soon did see Papa and spoke to him upon this
subject. Papa at first did not know himself why it was that
he had never spoken unkindly of the Jews in any of his
books, but after thinking a while, he decided that the Jews
had always seemed to him a race much to be respected; also
they had suffered much, and had been gravely persecuted,
so to ridicule and make fun of them seemed to be like
attacking a man that was already down. And, of course, that
fact took away whatever was funny in the ridicule of the
Jew.
"He said it seemed to him the Jews ought to be respected
very much for two things particularly. One was that they
never begged. One never saw a Jew begging; another was
that they always took care of their poor..."
And how did Ossip's family react to the marriage?
Well, Abraham Gabrilowitsch's comment when he learned of the
marriage was recently recalled to me by two of his nephews — Philip
Shafner of Putnam, Connecticut, and Raphael Shafner of New London, Connecticut. Their late mother, Rose, was a sister of Abraham
— and like Abraham, a first cousin of Ossip Gabrilowitsch. They can
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still recall their Uncle Abraham's comment. In Yiddish it sounded
something like:
"Ossip hut gehairet a Shikse. Ubber zee iz foon a hoychen
fenster!"
Imperfectly translated this means:
"Ossip has married a Gentile girl. But at least she's from a
good family!"
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Ossip Gabrilowitsch (Twenty-one years old)

j
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The Gabrilowitsch Family — From left to right: George, Rosa (the
mother), Solomon (the father), Ossip, Polya, Artur

Ossip Gabrilowitsch (from the portrait bust by Brenda Putnam)

Ossip and Fix at Redding in 1910

Nina Gabrilowitsch
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Olivia Langdon Clemens

Mark Twain (Samuel L. Clemens)
293

Ossip Gabrilowitsch

Ossip, Clara, and Hollywood Bowl puppies in 1934

Four generations of Gabrilowitzes in 1949 (Clockwise from upper left:
Sophie Cohen (daughter), Irma Silverman (granddaughter), Peter
Silverman (great grandson), Rev. Abraham Gabrilowitz (father),
Steven Silverman (great grandson).
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RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the dedication and devotion of an individual to a
worthy cause demands recognition from those who have benefited
therefrom, and since almost from its inception the RHODE ISLAND
JEWISH HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION has been the grateful recipient of those sincere and extensive labors of love, performed with grace,
and exceptional care, and
BONNIE GOLDOWSKY
who has brought to her work on behalf of the Association a solid
background formed from her lifelong interest in history, and her
educational experience at Radcliffe College; and since by reason of her
efforts, begun almost two and a half decades ago, first, as the compiler
of a most invaluable cumulative index of the historical NOTES
published by the Association, which has aided scholars, researchers
and casual readers to understand and appreciate the heritage and
tradition of our people in this state, and thereafter, having undertaken
for more than fifteen years those added duties and responsibilities of
the position of Secretary of the Association, in which she incisively and
meticulously recorded the various transactions of the Board, the
membership and annual meetings, so that future historians could gain
not only mundane information, but insight into the development,
resources and goals of the Association, and, since, her activities in
behalf of the Association, not merely by direction, but out of an
abundance of concern for the goals of preserving and disseminating
historical knowledge
BONNIE GOLDOWSKY
aided countless inquirers and researchers, NOW, Therefore, the
RHODE ISLAND JEWISH HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION, on behalf
of its officers, executive committee, members, and the total Rhode
Island Community, does hereby RESOLVE
to express its deep gratitute to
BONNIE GOLDOWSKY
as she sets aside the responsibilities which she has in the past so
exceptionally and devotedly accomplished, with the knowledge that
she will not separate herself from the Association which she, as well as
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her husband, have so lovingly nutured for the benefit of this
community, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the membersof the
Association wish for BONNIE GOLDOWSKY health, happiness and
satisfaction which arises from a job well-done, with the further hope
that for many, many more years, she and Seebert can view the
expansion of the Association, as parents who have contributed greatly
to a child's growth.
Be It Further Known that this Resolution was unanimously adopted,
on motion duly made and seconded, at the Annual Meeting of the
Rhode Island Jewish Historical Association held at Providence in the
State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations this third day of
May, 1981, corresponding to the twenty-ninth day of Nisan, 5741.
Mrs. Clinton Zacks
Secretary

Marvin Pitterman, Ph.D.
President

THE JEWISH FRATERNITY AND BROWN UNIVERSITY
b y ELEANOR F .

HORVITZ

and
BENTON H .

ROSEN

It all started with the Menorah Society, the predecessor of the
Jewish fraternity on the Brown University campus. Founded in 1906
at Harvard University, there followed the formation of similar societies on many college campuses. Brown's chapter was chartered in the
fall of 1914. The Menorah Journal, first published in January 1915,
was a magazine of Jewish learning, literature and art.1 "For conceived
as it is and nutured as it must continue to be in the spirit that gave
birth to the Menorah idea, the Menorah Journal is under compulsion
to be absolutely non-partisan, an expression of all that is best in
Judaism..."2 One of the society's earliest members expressed his view.
"In its day it was a fantastic deal. Men who became famous writers
came down to lecture."3
While the Menorah societies flourished on college campuses, the
climate for the Jewish fraternity was far from favorable. "Just before
the First World War as more and more Jews were being accepted into
American colleges, they faced opening doors scholastically, while
doors to college social life remained closed to them. Campus life was
dominated by the Greek letter fraternity system: a social system that
mirrored an American society divided along religious and ethnic
lines, with blacks almost toally excluded."4 Exceptions did exist on
campuses such as those in New York City. For example, "Recognizing
the immediate social value and future economic implications of fraternity membership, Jews built their own parallel Greek-letter societies. In 1898 Jewish men at City College of New York founded Zeta
Beta Tau, a Jewish history study group, which later became the
largest Jewish collegiate social fraternity in the United States.
Although several other Jewish fraternities, including Alpha Epsilon
Pi and Tau Epsilon Phi, refused to exclude potential members on the
basis of religion or race, ZBT's membership remained almost exclusively
Jewish."5
Alpha Sigma Omicron and Phi Epsilon Pi
Brown University was not the City College of New York and the
young men, several of whom belonged to the Menorah Society, had to
face many obstacles in their effort to establish a legal and recognized
fraternity. A small group had started, a purely social group, the
299
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B.G.S., with four men. Leo Rosen related how he, George Bickwit,
Leon Goldberg and Louie Smith were active in this group while at
Brown University during the years 1918-1922. They held dances, but
eventually they evolved into a larger body of men, a fraternity structure. They called themselves Alpha Sigma Omicron.
"In 1916 fifteen of us Jewish students formed a non-secretarian
chapterof the fraternity, Phi Epsilon Pi." Walter Adler, class of 1918
at Brown University, remembered some of the students who, together
with himself, were instrumental in bringing this fraternity to the
Brown campus — Maurice Adelman, Maurice Bazar, Charles Bolotow,
Herman Davis and Herman Feinstein. The fraternity Phi Epsilon Pi
had originated at Harvard University. Tufts had a large chapter and
Dartmouth a smaller one. The Dean of the College allowed the formation of this fraternity at Brown, but then he questioned the all Jewish
membership, even though it had purported to be non-sectarian.
However, it was allowed to exist, remained small, had no fraternity
house and disbanded in 1919, according to Mr. Adler. 6
"Following World War I there was a substantial increase in
the number of Jewish students at Brown. They found themselves among the 'non-fraternity men', and in due time
social consciousness brought about a realization that there
were certain benefits in fraternity life that they were being
deprived of. I would say that probably none of these men
were interested in being admitted to the existing fraternities
inasmuch as they recognized the social realities. However,
they felt that they should have the same opportunity for
fraternization as a group, together with the social amenities
that would follow.
Some time in 1918-19 a group of students, among whom
were Samuel Temkin, Leon Goldberg, Leon Rosen and Sidney Fox, formed a fraternity which they named Alpha
Signa Omicron. The late Samuel Temkin became a prominent
attorney in Providence and later a Trustee of Brown, the
first Jew to serve in that capacity. Leon Goldberg became
an investment banker in New York, then Treasurer of
R.K.O. and later Treasurer of United Artists Corp. Leon
Rosen became a textile distrbutor in Providence. Dr. Sidney Fox became an internationally famed ophthamologist.
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One of the prime ingredients of a fraternity was secrecy;
ASO truly had that. It had rules, rituals, initiations, pins
and all the paraphenalia, but it was sub-rosa. It had its
headquarters in the rooms of some of the students and it
held regular weekly meetings, developing fraternization
among the members. It held dances. In short, it was a
fraternity except that it had no recognition by the university,
and it existed without the university's knowledge. Each
year new members were admitted.
It was the practice each year that a delegation of seniors
would visit President F aunce, point out the fact that Jewish
students were deprived of certain social life by virtue of
having no fraternities, and requesting permission to organize
and secure a chapter from some national fraternity. Invariably the request secured no approval."7
President Faunce expressed his opinion in the following letter:
"I was pleased to meet you and your two friends when you
called upon me to speak about fraternity matters.
The whole subject is one so large that it can hardly be
discussed on paper. I wish you would talk it over with Dean
Randall. I have told him what you said. He sees, as I see,
certain great difficulties. We have only one fraternity at
Brown that was formed with a racial or religious basis and
that is now asking for a change in its constitution. We
dislike very much to see our students divided along sectarian
or racial lines. We feel that such division would increase
class consciousness and foment rather than allay any
antagonism. Certainly you would not wish to see an organization here unless it were on a par with other organizations
and playing its part in the Interfraternity Board."
The recipient of the letter felt that it contained the answer, together
with the thinking on the subject. He interpreted it as showing obvious
concern by the college as well as a lack of understanding of the
realities. He emphasized that he was not accusing the university of
anti-semitism. He elaborated further with the following statements.
"It is to be borne in mind that the letter expresses the true
concern and reflects community standards on social matters.
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It is to be borne in mind that Brown had never shown any
discrimination in any academic sense nor in Jews participating in other college activities such as athletics, publications, drama, orchestra, debating, etc. Fraternities represented a social aspect of college life and the prejudice or
discrimination shown to Jews in this respect reflected the
standards of the community of Providence."8
Jewish Fraternities — Conspicuously Absent

Why had no Jewish fraternities existed on the Brown campus previous to the small chapter of Phi Epsilon Pi or the sub rosa Alpha
Sigma Omicron? Certainly Greek letter fraternities were part of the
Brown student life for many years. In the late teens of this century
there were 21 fraternities on campus, the oldest having been instituted as early as 1836. They were essentially social institutions where
boys of like interests joined together. "There probably were no Jewish
student members of any fraternities at Brown. I say probably because
possibly certain Jewish students may have been admitted but their
Jewishness was always a secret."9
"In the early 20th Century the average Jew who went to
college was a carpet bagger (the term for someone who lived
at home). He was a myopic person who was a bookworm. He
was seedy, unimpressive, and not in tune with the day. He
was accepted in college because of his brilliance as a student
and was promptly abandoned thereafter. He wasn't any
part of the social, athletic life of the community, nor was he
appointed or elected to any organizations except possibly
Phi Beta Kappa or Sigma Xi (honorary fraternities).10
"You must remember in that period we were all practically sons of immigrants — Jewish boys who went through
the University for one purpose — to study."11
Articles have been written on the Jewish college student and the
fraternities, the unwritten policy which excluded the Jewish student
from membership in the all-Gentile fraternity and the fact that he did
not expect to be part of this fraternity world.
"There is something silly, no doubt, about a college fraternity; the secrecy, the solemnity, the snobbishness. After
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all, however, it represents the prevailing opinion, among
the students, of what is desirable. It represents undergraduate public opinion. Also, it stands for sociability, and is
likely to have leadership in many things that represent
college life, such as class offices. Even in athletics it has
been known to count, although the desire for efficiency has
reduced that influence to almost nothing. If we are trying,
therefore, to see whether there is a prejudice in a college
against a certain group, the fraternity test will be unavoidable."12
Mr. Hapgood in the same article, part of which is quoted in the
paragraph above, himself quotes from the Hartford Times on the
Jewish student:
"The Jew, as a whole, stands exceptionally well as student
....As to the American college fraternities — some of the
older of these, formed during a period of anti-Semite feeling
stronger than anything known in recent years, passed rules
distinctly excluding all Hebrews. Others instituted religious tests, so a Hebrew could not conscientiously
take their vows and go through their ritual."
The editorial did point out the exceptions — the Jewish captain of a
Princeton football team who made his upper class club; the captain of
a varsity team at Yale who was made a member of the exclusive senior
society at Yale. The latter was also designated, "a gentleman who
measured up to its stamp."
Norman Hapgood gives other statistics at Yale University. "Since
1900 there have been over 2,000 men in the junior societies at Yale. Out
of this entire number there have been 9 Jews." However, he did take
cognizance of the fact that "a number of Jews and Gentiles have
written that they thought the prejudice was less in the west."
Another series of articles on the subject of Jews and college life was
also written by Mr. Hapgood. This series was entitled, Schools, Colleges and Jews, and was concerned with the Jewish immigrant and his
aspirations for his children's education. He quotes from the writings
of a son of a Jewish immigrant relating his experience at a large
preparatory school in New England.
"In the three years of my life in this institution, ten per-
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cent of the 600 boys were of Semitic faith — all American
born. They were as representative a body of American Jews
as could be collected at any school in the country. They were
studious, and, taken proportionately, undoubtedly led their
classmates in scholarship marks. In spite of this fact, not
one of these was admitted in the three years to the social
life — the fraternity system. They were, in short, socially
debarred. The prevailing rumor was that one had to be a
'good fellow' to be eligible for admittance. Can it be that not
one of these was good enough for membership? The fraternities were powerful in school affairs. They ran almost all
elections, and, in fact, had an active part in every important
school discussion. It can, therefore, be understood that one
had to be a fraternity member to be active. These socities
were under the supervision of the faculty, which issued
charters to them, and which had members to censor all
doings. The blame for the prevailing state of affairs can
well be placed on the very faculty, which, in public, boasted
of the 'democratic spirit' of the academy, and, in private did
nothing to alleviate the outstanding difference between the
Jew and Gentile. They, in fact, seemed to make matters
worse; for, in my senior year, they allowed a new fraternity
to spring up without one Jew in its enrollment. Here was
offered and declined a splendid opportunity for establishing a worthy precedent."

Through another example, this from a Dartmouth graduate, Norman Hapgood elaborated on the Jewish prejudice question.
"We have never had many Jews here (Dartmouth), at
most four or five per cent...They have always mixed freely
with the other students...They used to be elected to the
various fraternities, in the good old days, when a majority of
our students were country boys, and either didn't know a
Jew when they saw him or had no prejudice against his
race. It is different now that most of our boys come from the
city. They bring with them a race prejudice and with a
tendency to exclude from the fraternities all Jews whom
they can recognize as such...Some fraternities have an
'Aryan' clause to keep out Jews and negroes..."
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Norman Hapgood wrote his articles in the year 1916. It is interesting to note that the picture had not changed to any appreciable degree
during the recent past decade. Eli Evans, author, writes his personal
experience as a pledgee. He had erroneously received a pledge to a
non-Jewish fraternity. Once inside he was maneuvered skillfully to a
corner of the living room for a short face-off with another brother.
"You, Evans?" queried a crew-cut stud, his beer belly hanging over an
alligator belt...'You'll probably want to go to TEP, or ZBT or Pi Lam
(all Jewish fraternities) you being Jewish and all.' Evans described
his dismissal. "He took my arm and guided me toward the front door
and he said,- 'We've cooperated with them (the Jewish fraternities)
through the years by promising not to go after their best guys. So
please forgive the mistake.' By then we were on the front porch."
Evans contrasted that reception with the one at the Jewish fraternity
where he was eventually pledged. "The TEP house greeted me enthusiastically."13
Phi Chapter of Pi Lambda Phi
The year was 1928. Several men who were involved in the formation
of Pi Lambda Phi have given their versions of the events and the
resulting notoriety for the fraternity.
The response to the requests for a Jewish fraternity has been cited,
particularly in the letter from President Faunce. One charter member
gives his version. He was a member of the secret group Alpha Sigma
Omicron. He said it was not a fraternity in the sense that was recognized on campus.
"You must remember that character and worth were
predicted on how you pressed your clothes and how you
handled your liquor. President Faunce's aim was to graduate 'gentlemen', not scholars, and when you talk about fraternities you are talking about very empty characteristics.
So ASO was rather moribund. I think we had a dance or
two. Then in my Junior year around Christmas, we were all
told that we would be in a position to join Pi Lambda Phi. Pi
Lambda Phi and Pi Epsilon were the only two Jewish fraternities which had non-sectarian charters. In the fall of
1928 President Faunce issued a statement that the fraternity system was extremely healthy and that there was room

306

Rhode Island Jewish Historical Notes
for additional fraternities, which we figured would include
us. A Jew as a Jew was not admitted to any other fraternity,
and the fraternities pretty well controlled the campus life.
Not completely, for it was beginning to break down. By that
time in athletics we had Jewish captains. A1 Cornsweet by
this time was a Rhodes scholar.

(A news story which appeared in the Providence Journal of
December 2, 1927 related the following about "Al" Cornsweet.
"A1 Cornsweet Named Captain of Brown Eleven. Fullback Outstanding Player of this year's team. Given Honor
by Letter Men. — Cleveland Boy has notable Record in 3
Sports.
Albert C. Cornsweet of Cleveland, one of the three-letter
men in Brown, was named Varsity Captain of football at a
meeting of the 27 letter men today. Cornsweet is a fullback
and has been a regular on the team for two years. He was a
member of the 'Iron Team' that was undefeated in 1926 and
was the outstanding man in this year's team.
The election was unanimous. Cornsweet belongs to no
fraternity on the hill and his election is the first in many
years where the captaincy has not been given to a member
of one of the fraternities. His election was solely in recognition of his individual ability not alone in football but in
lacrosse and wrestling. His selection sets at rest the comments that have followed some college elections.") David
Alper's comments now continue.
We went to New York on Christmas vacation, and we
were inducted into Pi Lambda Phi. I think there were nine
of us: Nathaniel Goldstein (now Gates, an attorney in New
York City, a Junior Phi Beta Kappa); Dan Polsby (on the
Lacrosse team. He died a number of years ago); Henry
Cutler (also on the Lacrosse team); Jay Chrust (a football
player); Lou Farber (who came from Pawtucket, and was
an Iron man on Brown's famous football team); Al Cornsweet (also an Iron man); possibly Leon Bakst, and myself. I
have probably missed a couple of names. We did not inform
Brown that were going to New York. Somehow or other it
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leaked out, and Dean Otis Randall called us to his office and
said to us he had heard we had formed a Jewish fraternity,
and if we didn't sign an agreement to disband the fraternity, and not promulgate it again during the time we were
in college, he would take drastic action against us. And as
we were leaving, I turned to Dean Randall, and I asked,
'Can't we discuss this further?' And his remark is burned in
my memory. He said, 'That is just like a Jew trying to
bargain with me.' That night we had a meeting and we all
called home, and said we were being threatened and kicked
out of school. We called the national fraternity and that
week they arranged for Rutgers to graduate us — to accept
and graduate us without loss of credit. We had a group
average of 89. We had a Rhodes scholar, a captain of the
football team, captain of the wrestling team, an editor-inchief — we were really well accepted on campus. During
the spring of 1929, the week before the New E ngland intercollegiate wrestling — I remember having breakfast at the
Biltmore Hotel and at the meeting there was Arthur Garfield Hayes, who was one of the founding members of Pi
Lambda Phi. There was a convocation at Brown that day,
and the speaker was John Hanes Holmes, President of the
national Y.M.C.A., and who knew Hayes. Nat Goldstein
and, I think, Eddie Goldberger, met at President Faunce's
home that Thrusday afternoon through John Holmes. At
the meeting was also Arthur Hayes and John Holmes. President Faunce was almost frostbitten in character and 120
days to go before his retirement...Hayes told Faunce when
he left the meeting that he would release details of the
situation to Ochs of the New York Times, Pulitizer of the
World and to the Associated Press. Faunce was quivering.
Holmes begged Hayes not to be too precipitous. He decided
to hold everything in abeyance until they interviewed trustees, etc. Things quieted down and we had many conferences with Sam Arnold. They told us if we agreed to keep it
quiet, in the fall we would have a new president — Clarence
Barbour — and he agreed to recognize us in the fall.
Meanwhile, there was the Tower Club — a Jewish group
— considered a precursor of a fraternity. Randall promptly
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recognized them. This was to show he was not prejudiced. I
remember how Nat Goldstein and I worked all night with
the Tower Club members, telling them they were being
used as pawns, and getting them to disband, in spite of the
fact that our miserable bunch of brothers would not take
one of them in as members. That was quite a feat — but they
did resign and disband.
Meanwhile, a reporter for the Providence Journal got
wind of the story. He called Randall and said he understood
that there was a Jewish fraternity at Brown and they were
going to be suppressed and thrown out of college...That
spring of 1929 the Globe of Boston had a headline, "Jewish
fraternity at Brown suppressed', and they ran a picture of
A1 Cornsweet. We had almost unanimous support of' the
student body because of the quality of leadership which our
organization had. A1 Cornsweet was the first Jewish member
of the Cammarian Club (the student governing body). We
were accepted that fall and we had a house."14

Another man who participated in the origins of the Jewish fraternity tells his story.
"I believe I was in my sophomore year when I was
inducted into Alpha Sigma Omicron, the Jewish fraternity
with no recognition by anyone. We were approached by Pi
Lambda Phi to become a chapter. We were very concerned
because we felt that to become affiliated with a national
fraternity which would not be recognized by Brown would
create a certain amount of problems for those of us who
were seniors and those of us who hoped to graduate. We had
a very fine chapter of ASO. Some of Brown's outstanding
football players — the Cornsweets, Lou Farber, and some
other rather well-known men on campus were members. It
is quite possible that Pi Lam knew this and wanted us and
probably felt that the University would accept the chapter.
I might say that prior to this there was no such thing as a
Jewish fraternity at Brown. It is possible, although not
proven, that during the middle 20's Brown may have had a
quota system. After a whole series of discussions Brown
became a chapter of Pi Lam at the New York University
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chapter house in New York City over the Christmas recess
in 1928. We were given assurances by the officials of Pi
Lambda Phi that no attempt would be made to publicize the
chapter and that they would wait until we were graduated.
I was a Rex (president of the chapter) at the time and was in
a peculiar position. I had married in October 1928 and at
that time no one was allowed to be married and be a student
at Brown unless the University had given their approval
prior to such an event. I had not sought University approval
and my wife, who was a Pembroker, and myself were suspended for the balance of the first semester of senior year
from Thanksgiving until the rest of that semester. I was
allowed then to return for the last semester and took makeup exams and did graduate with my class in June 1929. It
was because of this that events that were to follow required
that I remain completely on the sidelines. My wife and I
took an apartment off campus at 100 Charles Field Street
and it was there that a great many of the meetings were
held concerning the chapter. After we were a fully authorized chapter of Pi Lambda Phi, the Supreme Council (I
believe that is what it was called) of Pi Lambda Phi, without
receiving permission from us, took it upon themselves to
advise the University that there was a chapter at Brown
University of Pi Lambda Phi and that they wanted recognition. This created quote a furor. William Herbert Perry
Faunce, a Baptist minister, was president of the University, and Otis Randall was the dean. There was quite a
newspaper to-do. Several speakers who were scheduled to
talk at various Brown functions and meetings, who were
somewhat more liberal, cancelled...Our cause was championed by another liberal, Arthur Garfield Hayes. Although
liberal, he was also a publicity seeker, and really went to
town. As you can imagine, this entire incident did not speak
well for Brown University. The chapter was finally accepted
by the University, but I do not recall whether Pi Lam
became a member of the Interfraternity Governing Board
until a number of years later."15
A third account of the formation of Pi Lambda Phi at Brown University follows:
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"In the fall of 1928 or spring of 1929 through the initiative
of other alumni members of ASO, Pi Lambda Phi installed
a chapter by inducting the members of ASO, both undergraduate and alumni, as members, Pi Lampda Phi was a
non-sectarian fraternity. What percentage of members
were non-Jews I don't know, but it was largely if not mostly,
composed of Jews.
The President of Pi Lambda Phi, Dr. Jerome Alexander,
distinguished chemist from New York, visited with either
President Faunce or Dean Randall to advise of the fact, and
met with rather an unfavorable reception. The action of Pi
Lambda Phi was considered improper and characterized as
'entering the University through the back door'. The Dean
followed this up with an ultimatum that all student members
of Pi Lambda Phi sign a statement that they had resigned
'of my own free will' and be set certain deadlines as an
alternative to expulsion.
Then followed a very tense period. Understandably, the
students were very much disturbed. The parents of many
had made sacrifices for them to attend: they had been
admitted to the University of distinction: they faced expulsion. To the credit of the students, they unanimously refused
to accept the threat.
Arthur Garfield Hayes, a member of Pi Lambda Phi and
a distinguished civil rights advocate, entered the picture.
Fortuitously, he had been invited to attend some function of
the University at which he sat next to President Faunce.
The occasion was one where brotherhood was stressed and
good will to all was preached. Hayes turned to Dr. Faunce
and stated that he was surprised to learn that the opposite of
what had been preached at the meeting seemed to be taking
place at the University. Dr. Faunce professed surprise at
Hayes' comments and stated that he would investigate, and
assured Hayes that the University stood only for proper
principles."16

Included in this information was the fact that Hayes had brought
along an excerpt from the official records of Brown University which
excerpt was documented in an Early History of Brown University by
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Reuben A. Guild (1867).
"April — May 1770, the sum of 20 pounds of South Carolina currency (about 3 E nglish pounds) having been reported
as a subscription from Mr. Moses Lindo of Charleston,
South Carolina, a Jewish merchant, it was thereupon
VOTED that the children of Jews may be admitted into this
Institution, and entirely enjoy the freedom of their own
religion without any constraint or imposition whatever.
And that the Chancellor and President do write to Mr.
Moses Lindo, of Charlestown, South Carolina, and give him
information of this resolution."
Seebert J. Goldowsky, M.D. recorded the above informaiton in the
Rhode Island Jewish Historical Notes, Vol. 3, No. 2, but added that
further correspondence ensued concerning a larger gift from the
same source. Lindo implied that he would be interested in giving more
substantial support to the College if he could be assured of its liberal
intentions respecting the enrollment of Jewish students. No additional
offering, however, materialized. In addition to Moses Lindo's donation
there were subscriptions of 3 pounds by Israel Joseph and 1 pound 10
shillings by Michael Lazarus, each in South Carolina currency. In Vol.
1, No. 2 of the Rhode Island Jewish Historical Notes David C. Adelman
included in his article, "Strangers: Civil Rights of Jews in the Colony
of Rhode Island" the information that Jacob Rod Rivera of Newport,
and his son-in-law, Aaron Lopez, donated 10,000 board feet of lumber
toward building of University Hall.
To continue the account of Hayes' meeting with President Faunce, it
is noted that Hayes was prepared to take legal action, if necessary. The
Dean's threat was withdrawn, but the University took no action to
recognize the fraternity. There were negotiations between Samuel
Temkin and Charles Sisson, one of the alumni Trustees of Brown
University and the Attorney General of the State. About a year later
when Dr. Barbour succeeded President Faunce, Pi Lambda Phi was
recognized.17
A letter from one of the men who went to New York for the Christmas vacation meeting with the national Pi Lambda Phi wrote, "We
were in continuous trepidation for considerable time." He recalled
that Sherwood Eddy (speaker at a convocation in early '29) was
probably influenced by Sam Temkin to speak to President Faunce and
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did so along the following lines. "No doubt you can expel these nine for
not abiding by Brown's rules. My advice is not to do so, and here's why.
The following actual or honorary members of Pi Lam will take the
following action. Arthur Garfield Hayes (Civil Liberties) and Samuel
Untermeyer will represent these men at no cost in court. Adolf Ochs
has promised to use the New York Times to publicize Brown's refusal
to recognize Pi Lam, using AP (Associated Press) also. While it is
possible Brown might win in court, do you want to risk the unfavorable publicity? In fact, don't fight! In due time, Pi Lam was recognized,
no action taken against the nine."18
Leo Rosen added the information that the members of Alpha Sigma
Omicron had originally applied for membership in Zeta Beta Tau.
The man in charge was Alvin T. Sapinsley. They obtained a charter
but Dean Randall said he would suspend every man who joined the
fraternity without the college's permission. Then Pi Lambda Phi said
they would accept the members of Alpha Sigma Omicron and there
would be no conditions. Leo Rosen's version of the Arthur Garfield
Hayes versus President Faunce and Dean Otis Randall affair was
similar to those already related. His comments on the situation: "President Barbour did not see what was the big deal — Jewish boys want to
have a fraternity, why not? It was one of the conditions that we did not
go to court. It was like a stand for liberty or freedom, so that was really
an accomplishment. That is how Pi Lambda Phi developed at Brown
University. It had its good years, and it had its bad years."
i
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Brown Menorah Society in 1916 — Front Row, Left to Right; Darnel
Robinson, '19, died; Abraham J. Burt, '16, died; Issac Yale Oleh, '17,
Physician in Los Angeles (I believe he is still living); Herman M.
Feinstein, '16, living; Jacob Rosenberg, '16 (of Fall River, died); Maurice Adelman, '16, physician, retired; Herman M. Davis, '16, lives in
Boston area — formerly of Providence.
Rear Row, Left to Right: Maurice Bazar, '19, lives in Palm Beach;
Arthur J. Levy, '19, died; Samuel J. Silverman, '18, died; Charles
Bolotow, '19, in a nursing home or hospital; George Lubinsky, '19, died
(lived in Fall River); Walter Alder, '18, living; Joseph I. Cohen, '19,
died in 1980.

1) 20th anniversary of institution of
R.I. chapter, Pi Lambda Phi Fraternity, Brown University. Ledgemont Country Club 10/12/49.
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2) Initiation Banquet Phi Chap, Pi
Lam Phi Fraternity, Biltmore
Hotel, 5/16/31.
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3) 1949 — Plaque dedication at
Faunce House of those men of Pi
Lambda Phi who served in W.W.
II.

4) Hillel House — formerly Frobel
Hall
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Pi Lambda Phi House on Waterman Street
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A man who was only a freshman when the nine met in New York
recollects the events surrounding the origins of Pi Lambda Phi's
chapter at Brown.
"in the spring of 1929 Mel Dichter and I became the first
two pledges of Pi Lambda Phi through the efforts of Sam
Temkin. We were never suspended for we were pledgees
but had never been initiated. Our names never got into the
record at all." He recalled the controversy.
"Attorney representing the University was Tanner; for
Pi Lambda Phi there was Arthur Garfield Hayes. President Faunce was in the background, getting ready to retire.
Randall really ran the University. It was never said that
Brown did not want a Jewish fraternity. They didn't want a
fraternity coming in through the back door. The constituion
was nonsectarian. An amicable arrangement was finally
worked out through Charlie Sisson, a Quaker who was
prominent in politics. He was attorney general and a man of
very high character. Sam Temkin was a friend of Charlie
Sisson, and he asked him to mediate with Tanner, who was a
friend of his. By my junior year Pi Lambda Phi was
accepted fully. Everything had been worked out almost on a
personal basis. They were accepted in the Intrafraternity
Council."19
It should be mentioned that Sam Temkin, who was one of the founders of Alpha Sigma Omicron took a very active interest in the Brown
University Jewish students as well as the progress of Pi Lambda Phi
throughout his lifetime.
The Media and the Pi Lambda Phi Controversy
The events leading up to the formation of the local chapter, Phi, of Pi
Lambda Phi have been told by several of those men "who were there".
The attitude of President Faunce and Dean Randall toward the creation of this chapter was a hostile one with consequent unpleasant
interchange on both sides. It was inevitable that the newspapers
would publicize the controversy. The following are excerpts from the
Providence Journal, the Brown Daily Herald and the American
Hebrew Magazine about the incident.
"Jewish fraternity is disbanded when all of its members
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resign." This was the headline in the Brown Daily Herald.
The sub-heading was as follows: "Dean forbids organization of purely sectarian or racial groups." Withdrawal of
undergraduates is voluntary; No threats of expulsion made."
The account of the events follows: "Members of Pi Lambda
Phi national Jewish fraternity, resigned from the chapter
of that fraternity, which was organized a short while ago at
the University, when Dean Randall informed them that
they could not be members of that organization and members
of Brown University at the same time. This is in keeping
with the stand taken some time ago by the officials of the
University that no fraternities organized on strictly sectarian or racial lines could be tolerated.
When this chapter was organized in defiance of the
Dean's orders, it met with the immediate disapproval of the
administration and a conference was held between Dean
Randall and the officials of the fraternity. Sherwood Eddy,
who was at the University at the time, sat in the conference
as arbiter. Officials at the fraternity threatened prosecution if any Jewish students were expelled from the University. Dean Randall, although he denied any threats of
expulsion, insisted that he was empowered to punish disobedience of his orders.
Although all the details of the matter were not made
public, Dean Randall has announced that social groups
which included Jewish students would be tolerated and
encouraged and that eventually these would be permitted to
affiliate with some national fraternity, but that under no
circumstances would this be allowed to be a purely Jewish
organization. Other social groups of this sort are being
tolerated at the present time, including the Menorah
Society and the Tower Club. These may be permitted when
they have shown their aims and purposes are in accord with
those of the University to affiliate with some non-sectarian
fraternity.
President Faunce in his statement on the matter declared
that he fully agreed with Dean Randall in his stand against
any society that would serve to emphasize social or racial
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differences. According to the statement of the Dean, the
resignation of the undergraduates from the fraternitymake the matter a closed affair, so far as the administration
was concerned.
Included among the national officials of the Fraternity,
with whom Dean Randall and President Faunce have carried on correspondence, are Adolph S. Ochs, publisher of
the New York Times and Samuel Untermeyer and Arthur
Garfield Hayes of New York City."20
On the same day an editorial appeared in the Brown
Daily Herald deploring the situation. They used the heading, "Loyalty". "The name and reputation of Brown University are endangered and prejudiced by the unfortunate
affair of the Jewish fraternity. We have seen the members
resign at the Dean's command, and we have seen Jewish
leaders attack the University authorities. Such a state of
affairs is deplorable, indeed, when college loyalty is submerged under sectarian hatred.
There is much to say on both sides.....The way for each
to accomplish its ends is not by noisy publicity and loudtoned manifestos. There will be nothing gained by the tactics which each is now pursuing Their clash does not get
rid of the bad blood, but merely accentuates it. We grow
prejudiced and rabid, and while wrangling over this subject the University, which really is the only important association, suffers.
Brown University will gain nothing by the publicity arising from a prejudiced debate. If either faction cares more
for the University than for its own selfish impulses, it will
stop its sectarian prejudices, or if it still has these prejudiced opinions, it will not air them in such a fashion that the
University is involved in a scandal, both detrimental and
degrading to its reputation."21
The Providence Journal considered the story important
enough to run it on the first page of their newspaper with
headlines: "Jewish Fraternity at Brown Disbands"; "Group
Retains Membership in National Pi Lambda Phi"; "Forced
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to act to stay in University"; "Dean Randall denies stand
against organization constituted threat of expulsion — A1
Cornsweet one of students involved."
"Members of Pi Lambda Phi at Brown University have
disbanded their local chapter in order to remain students at
that institution, but they still retain their membership in
the national fraternity, which is a non-sectarian organiza
tion though the membership is predominently Jewish Dean
Otis E. Randall yesterday afternoon had asserted that the
Brown Group constituting the local chapter of Pi Lambda
Phi had 'voluntarily' resigned from the forbidden fraternity and explained his stand in this matter was that a man
could not be a student at Brown and a member of Pi
Lambda Phi at the same time.
Harold B. Tanner, counsel for the University, issued a
formal statement in which it was disclosed that the students
have not resigned their membership in the national order,
but simply in the local chapter they had formed. They surrendered the charter of the local chapter when requested to
do so because the chapter had been chartered 'without
the concept or knowledge of the University authorities' The
Pi Lambda Phi chapter at Brown was the outgrowth of an
unchartered organization known as Alpha Sigma Omicron
which for 14 years had been functioning as a secret Jewish
fraternity witout official recognition from the college authorities. Alpha Sigma Omicron is said to boast a large alumni
list.
Dean Randall denied yesterday that his expressed stand
that a man could be a member of Pi Lambda Phi but not a
student at Brown at the same time constituted a threat of
expulsion. He did say, however, that he had the power to
expel for disobedience.
The question of whether a Jewish fraternity can be
formed at Brown remains unsettled and is one to be determined by the corporation of the University and not by an
administrative officer."

The report in the newspaper was a repetition of the New York
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meeting, and the controversy mainly between Dean Randall and the
students. A short history of the founding of the fraternity followed:
"Pi Lambda Phi was organized at Yale University. Among
its founders were: Albert Ottinger, Republican candidate
for the Governorship of New York in the last election; Louis
Sumter Levy, New York corporation lawyer; Mr. Hayes;
Jerome Alexander, chemist; Rev. Henry Mark Fisher of
Atlantic City, Christian; Louis Anspacher, dramatist; Alfred
B. Nathan, Attorney; P. Woodruff, Edward M. Simpson
and Herbert Kane, the last three named, Christians. It
includes among its members Adolph S. Ochs, publisher of
the New York Times and Samuel Untermyer, notable
attorney. Captain A1 Cornsweet, football and wrestling star
and Rhodes Scholar is one of the Brown group affected by
the disbanding of the local chapter.
The statement issued last night by Mr. Tanner on behalf
of the University was approved by Samuel Temkin, Providence attorney who, with Mr. Tanner, negotiated the
adjustments, it explains. Mr. Temkin stressed the declaration, however, that in approving the statement he was acting as an individual member of Pi Lambda Phi and not as
its legal representative." The statement followed.
"A group of graduates in Brown University
organized, without the approval or knowledge of
the University authorities, a local chapter of Pi
Lambda Phi. Subsequently, representatives of
the national organization brought the fact to the
attention of the University authorities. The position
taken by these authorities was that no group of
any nature could be organized in the University
without first securing permission of the proper
authorities and the group was for this reason
requested to disband."
"The undergraduate group in the response to the request
did in fact disband and surrender that charter as a chapter
of Pi Lambda Phi — but they were not as individuals
requested to resign membership in Pi Lambda Phi and no
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one in the group has so resigned or surrendered his fraternity pin or otherwise relinquished his personal membership in the national organization.
In other words the only question that has been settled is
that a group organized within the University without the
consent of the proper authorities must as requirement be
disbanded as an organization. The question of whether
there may be in Brown University a chapter of Pi Lambda
Phi or even a chapter of a sectarian fraternity under proper
circumstances of application has not been settled. This matter remains to be settled by the corporation of the University and is not in the hands of any administrative officer.
The explanation of the fact and motive which accompanied
the negotiation of the existing adjustment were such as to
result in mutual respect and good will which it is sincerely
hoped will not be destroyed by the unfortunate publicity of
today.
It is not the fact that the Menorah or the Tower Club as
existing Jewish cultural or social groups have been assured
preference in the matter of sanction of affliation with a
national fraternity over any other similar group which may
heireafter be organized...Dean Randall yesterday said it
will be the policy of the University to allow development of
Jewish social groups at Brown with'the idea of allowing one
of the groups ultimately to apply for a charter as a Brown
chapter of the national fraternity. However, such a fraternity must not be limited to Jews...He cited the records of
Jewish students at Brown to prove that handicaps never
had been placed upon members of that race, declaring that
there has been at least one case of a Jew becoming president
of the Cammarian Club, the highest honor which can be
bestowed upon a student by his fellows. There must be a
'clean wiping of the slate' in the controversy, said Dean
Randall. No group, Jewish or otherwise, will be allowed to
exist at Brown without the sanction and knowledge of the
authorities. 'There will be no objection to the social groups',
he said, 'and when such a group has proved that its aims and
accomplishments are in tune with the University in gen-
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eral, it may be allowed to apply through the regular channels for national fraternity membership.'
President Faunce was quoted as saying he was not familiar with the
details of the controversy and left the situation in the hands of Dean
Randall whom he supported. The Providence Journal brought out the
following facts.
"Louis Marshall, President of the American Jewish
Committee last November charged the Brown president
with objecting to a Jewish fraternity because 'it would
inject an unwanted fraternity into a community where all is
now peaceful and kind feeling prevails.' President Faunce
replied that he objected to sectarian fraternities at Brown
and hoped that the present 'narrowness' evidenced by several fraternities who exclude all but white Protestants
would soon be outgrown.
There is at Brown two distinct cultural and social groups
of Jews, the Menorah and the Tower Club. Dean Randall
referred specificially to those two when he spoke of the
possible development of a Jewish group which might at a
later time become a local chapter of a non-sectarian fraternity to which Jews would be admitted."
Archie Smith, President of the Menorah Society, took exception to
Dean Randall's statement. Mr. Smith also took exception to the fact
that Dean Randall had not mentioned the Lambda Psi Club of which
Mr. Smith is Chancellor, with the Tower Club as constituting such a
group.
"The Menorah Society", Mr. Smith declared, "is the local
branch of an inter-collegiate organization devoted to the
study and open-minded discussion of Jewish problems and
the cultivation of a healthy life among Jewish students. It
stands for literary and scholastic attainments, manhood,
character and physical vigor. The Menorah Society never
was a fraternity, never will be, never intended to be and
won't become one, even if they force it on us.' "
Mr. Smith also asserted that the Lambda Psi group antedated the
Tower Club. They had applied to Dean Randall for a charter on March
1st, but the status of Pi Lambda Phi was uncertain at that time and
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Dean Randall said he could not consider their petition until the Pi
Lambda Phi matter was straightened out.
It is interesting to note that Dean Randall said that he had no
objection to Lambda Psi functioning as an unofficial club in the interim. About a week later Pi Lambda Phi was proscribed and a charter
was immediately granted to the Tower Club. With this action Lambda
Psi again petitioned Dean Randall who referred them to the Dean of
Freshman, Kenneth C. Mason, who in turn referred them to Dean
Samuel T. Arnold, supervisor of non-athletic activities. The constitution of Lambda Psi was non-sectarian and forbade the exclusion of
members on the basis of creed or color. The Tower Club, according to
Mr. Smith, had been granted its charter without having submitted
any copy of its constitution. Dean Arnold felt that Lambda Psi's constitution was too much like a fraternity and that he could not himself
sanction it, but would refer it to the full committee on non-athletic
activities. The statement was never issued and Lambda Psi continued
to exist in accordance with Dean Randall's original sanction as an
unofficial club.
Mr. Smith made the following statement:
"The present discrimination against Jews is apparent
from the fact that Jews constituted about 20% of the student
body at Brown, and yet it is almost the only college of its size
without a fraternity with membership in which Jews are
eligible. Harvard, Yale, Dartmouth, Columbia, the University of Pennsylvania, Syracuse and Cornell are among colleges which have such fraternities."
Mr. Smith quoted from a letter received by him from Louis Marshall following an exchange of correspondence between Mr. Marshall
and President Faunce last November when the exclusion of Jews from
fraternities at Brown had again flared into public attention. This
letter, Mr. Smith said, expressed his attitude and that of his fellow
Jews who are students at Brown.
Mr. Marshall wrote:
"I would not lift a finger in aid of a movement to compel
the admission of Jews into fraternities which do not admit
them. A proper sense of dignity would rebel at such an
attempt. But to have it declared from high places that the
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Jewish students shall not have the same right to form their
fraternities that has been accorded to non-Jewish students
is a doctrine which cannot be accepted by any self-respecting
man."
Mr. Smith concluded his remarks with the fact that Lambda Psi
had been offered charters by several national Jewish fraternities, but
had refused them all because it was thought that acceptance would be
contrary to the wishes of University authorities.22
Archie Smith, the President of the Menorah Society in 1929, became
a prominent attorney. He was the Public Utilities Administrator for
the State of Rhode Island. Mr. Smith died on January 11,1977.
As was the custom there was a short paragraph next to the graduate's picture in the Liber Brunesis (Brown University's yearbook).
About Archie Smith, class of 1929, was written the following:
"Four years ago Archie came from Hope Street High to
become a B.M.O.C. (big man on campus) at Brown...Both
scholastically and in extra-curricular activities he has
established an enviable record. He has made a deep study of
economics; he was instrumental in resuscitating the Menorah
Society, and recently he attacked the Jewish Fraternity
Problem on the Hill..."
The following day, May 1,1929, the Brown Daily Herald contained
a news item headlined: "Dean Randall attacks Inaccuracies in Stories.
Local newspapers devote much space to discussion of Pi Lambda Phi."
This article provided the information that the Dean had made no
threats, that no ultimatum had been given the students that they
resign or leave school unless they resigned from the fraternity. "There
was perfect understanding between the officials of the University and
the undergraduates who were concerned. Various newspapers in Boston, New York and other Eastern cities have run garbled and inaccurate stories of the affair, and it has received a great deal of attention
from the Providence papers." The article concluded that since Dean
Randall had refused to make any statements, all of the information
published had come from other sources than the administrative officials of the University.
As a sequel to the events of that day, there is tangible evidence that
Dean Randall was not popular with the students, and certainly not
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with the Brown Daily Herald, which published this editorial in their
May 2,1929 issue.
Headlined, "Veni, Vidi, Vici", the editorial in part was as follows:
"The announcement of the — well, to be nice about it —the
enforced retirment of Dean Randall by action of the Interfraternity Goobling Board is another indication of the spiritual advancement of the University, its new liberal tendency and the post-war effect of sociological research..."
Although written tongue in cheek as the editorialist also suggested
that deans be abolished, or if necessary, be chosen from the young; the
antagonism felt toward Dean Randall is apparent.
A rather surprising reaction to the Jewish fraternity question is
expressed in a news item in the American Hebrew Magazine.23
"The dispute concerning the establishment of a Jewish
fraternity chapter at Brown University has finally been
clarified — and with no credit to the Jews concerned. The
corporation of Brown University prohibits sectarian or
racial fraternity organization in the institution and demands
that no chapter of any fraternity may be formed or a charter
granted without the knowledge and approval of the administrative officers of the University. Notwithstanding these
rulings, a group of Jewish students organized a chapter of
Pi Lambda Phi and obtained a charter without permission
from the University administration; only after the chapter
organization had been perfected and the charter from the
national body granted were the University authorities
informed. That's what our grandfathers called chutzpah
—unmitigated and shameless brass. How the national
officers of Pi Lambda Phi could have lent themselves to so
unworthy a proceeding is beyond our comprehension! The
answer from the dean's office was direct and unequivocal;
the chapter was formed and the charter was granted without the knowledge of the University; under the circumstances a man cannot be a member of the chapter and a student
of Brown at the same time; the chapter must be disbanded
or its members must resign from Brown. It is evident that
there was no 'Jewish question' involved in this incident at
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Brown — unless the question is whether, should it be proved
that the Jewish students involved deliberately organized
their fraternity chapter despite their knowledge of the
University corporation's ruling in these matters, these
young men were sufficiently punished for their insubordination and lack of University loyalty. And should it be
determined that national headquarters of Pi Lambda Phi
aided and abetted these young men, then the action of those
officers must, under the circumstances, be stamped as unspeakable."
What Happened to Pi Lambda Phi?
After the furor created by Brown University and those who wished
to establish the fraternity, the atmosphere became rather calm,
according to those men of Pi Lambda Phi who were questioned.
Dr. Irving Beck: "An amicable arrangement was finally
made, and Pi Lambda Phi was accepted fully. The details
had been worked out almost on a personal basis by the
principals involved. Pi Lambda Phi was accepted into the
Intrafraternity Council."
"In due time, Pi Lam was recognized, no action was taken
against the nine."24
"Since I graduated from Brown in 1929 and did not keep
up with Pi Lam's activities on the campus, I believe that at
the end of the semester Dr. Faunce resigned and Dean
Randall likewise resigned. I think it would be a mistake to
say that they resigned because of the fact that they would
not accept the chapter. I think it is more coincidental."25
"Our group was accepted and within a very short period
of time we became the scholarship example for fraternities
— as you would expect."25
A master list from the National Organization of Pi Lambda Phi
shows the involvement of men who had graduated from Brown University in 1921-1928 who were charter members. They also list the 328
men who joined the Brown chapter from 1929 until it left National in
1963.
On October 21, 1949 there was a 12th anniversary reunion of the
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Brown Chapter, Phi, of Pi Lambda Phi. It was held at the Ledgemont
Country Club and a program of the reunion listed the original roster
as follows:
Supreme Officers: Hon. Lawrence A. Stenhart, Rex and Arthur G.
Hayes
Initiates of 1929: David E. Alper '29; Albert Cornsweet '29; Jay F.
Churst, '31; Henry Cutler, '30; Lou Farber, '29; Nathaniel
H. Gates, '30; Daniel Polsby II '30 (deceased); Herbert
Semel, '29; Edward Sulzberger '29;
Undergraduate Pledgees: Irving A. Beck '32 and Melvin Dechter '32.
Alumni Initiates: Louis Bolatow, '20; George S. Bickwit '21; Edward
Goldberger '27; Leon Goldberg '22; Abraham R. Goldman
'26; William Laurans '25; Philip A. Lukin '24; Howard
Presel '28; Leo H. Rosen '22; Martin M. Silverstein, '28;
Jacob S. Temkin '26; Sam Temkin '19; Esek

