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THE JEWS OF WOONSOCKET
BY E L E A N O R F .

HORVITZ

A study of the history of the Jews of Woonsocket is concerned with their
family life, their role in the non-Jewish community and assimilation into
that community, their synagogues, their social and philanthropic
organizations, the education of their children (both secular and religious),
and their businesses and professions. The first known Jew who settled in
Woonsocket was Solomon Treitel, a scholarly, religious, and self-confident
man, who arrived in 1866 and opened a clothing business in Market
Square. 1 By 1900 Woonsocket's Jewish population had grown to 28,204.2
Concern for each other was one of the most distinguishing characteristics
of the group of Jews who settled in Woonsocket. As one resident observed:
"You cut one Woonsocket Jew and every Jew in the city bleeds." 3 This
concern manifested itself in the charitable and social organizations in which
these Jews were involved. The first focus of the history of this community is
on these organizations and their importance in the life of the Jew of
Woonsocket.
Preceding
organizations
Congregation
Congregation
their charters

the establishment of the first social and charitable
was the incorporation in 1893 of the Lovers of Peace
of Woonsocket, R.I. 4 and in 1895 the Woonsocket
Sons of Israel. 5 Although incorporated as congregations,
also provided for charitable, social, and benevolent purposes.

The first of these social and charitable organizations of record was the
Woonsocket Hebrew Mutual Aid Association chartered on March 17,
1905.6 It was organized to share "social and literary culture" and for "mutual
aid, charitable and educational purposes." The incorporators were Max
Dimond, Hyman Nestor, David Howitz, Samuel Schlausky, Louis Shapiro,
and Jacob Benner.
Chartered on July 28, 1906 was the loan society, Woonsocket Gemiles
Chesed Association "to promote the mutual welfare of the members and to
aid them in every material way when in want". 7 M. Greenberg, J. Shein, S.
Russian, Eli Sherman, Hyman Kramer and Nathan Falk were the
Eleanor F. Horvitz is the archivist for the Rhode Island Jewish Historical Association.
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incorporators. The Woonsocket Gemiles Chesid was chartered on January
8, 1914 "for charitable, benevolent, literary and social purposes" the
organizers were Nathan Falk, Eli Sherman, Mitchell Greenberg, David
Horovitz, and Hyman Katz. 8
THE WOONSOCKET

Y.M.H.A.

A Young Peoples Hebrew Association (Y.P.H.A.) lasted for a while, but
went out of existence in 1908.9 For several years there was no other
organization for young people. Two young men, Harry Fellman and Arthur
Kornstein, recognized the need for a Jewish center in which the young adults
could meet for their own benefit as well as for the benefit of the community
at large. 10 They acted upon the need by forming a Woonsocket Young Men's
Hebrew Association (Y.M.H.A.) club. They met at the home of Arthur and
Samuel Kornstein, 529 East School Street, on October 26, 1913. The
following were the organizers: Harry Fellman, Arthur Kornstein, Samuel
Kornstein, Louis Sadwin, Nathan Tickton, Israel Dunn, Harry Baker and
Hyman Baker. At this meeting it was decided to recruit the Jewish young
men who might be interested in the movement, which they considered to be
for the betterment of the Jewish people as a whole. Harry Fellman was
elected the first president of the association, Louis Sadwin treasurer, and
Arthur Kornstein secretary. With the announcement of its formation, many
new members enrolled. When membership reached 36, St. George's Hall
was hired for meetings.
On March 15, 1914 the group became affiliated with the associated
Y.H.M.A.s of New England. In August 1914 they were incorporated under
the laws of Rhode Island and were granted a charter by the Secretary of
State "To advance the moral, educational, physical and social standing of
the Jewish young men and the community at large". The incorporators were
Harry Fellman, Samuel Kornstein, Louis E. Sadwin, Hiram Rosenfield,
Nathan Tickton and Israel Dunn. 11
Toward the end of September 1919, membership had increased to 82 and
a campaign was launched to raise a $500 fund for leasing and furnishing
permanent quarters. The formal opening of the Y.H.M.A. rooms took place
on January 3, 1915. Located at 6 South Main Street, the association now
became the Jewish center of the entire Jewish community.
Many and varied were the activities of the Y.H.M.A. as evidenced by
newspaper clippings contained in a scrapbook kept by Arthur Kornstein.
One of the important activities was the formation of a debating team with
Joseph Greenberg as captain and Arthur Kornstein and Samuel Kornstein
as members. The first debate to receive newspaper publicity was an InterY.H.M.A. contest between the Providence and Woonsocket Y.H.M.A.s,
held at Congregation B'nai Israel Synagogue on November 14, 1915. The
question was: "Resolved: That the convening of a Congress of Jewish
Representatives in America on a democratic basis to consider all problems
affecting the Jewish people of the world will best serve the interests of the
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Jewish people." Speaking for the Providence Y.H.M.A. on the negative side
were Bernard Bercu, Captain Abraham Goldener, and Newman Priest.
Speaking for the Woonsocket Y.H.M.A. and the affirmative were Joseph G.
Greenberg, Captain, and Samuel and Arthur Kornstein. The judges were
Attorney Max Margolis, Vice President of the New Bedford Y.H.M.A.;
Attorney Benjamin Evarts, Director of the Immigration and Naturalization
Department of Associated Y.H.M.A.s, and Attorney Nathan Yamins of the
Fall River Y.H.M.A. The Woonsocket team were the winners of the debate
by unanimous decision. An audience of more than 500 people crowded the
synagogue to hear the debate. In the newspaper account the following
comment appeared: "Having demonstrated beyond the shadow of a doubt
that to help our stricken brethren in Europe we must have the cooperation
of all American Jewry, we must agree that if we are to continue to receive
aid we must bestow upon the people a division of the power and
responsibility for which they are now calling."
In 1922 the Woonsocket Y.H.M.A. again held a debate with the
Providence Y.H.M.A. which also received much publicity. Speaking for the
Providence Y.H.M.A. were Sydney Levine, Jack Greenstein, and Max
Winograd. For the Woonsocket team were Joseph Eisenberg, Fred Israel,
and Israel Rabinowitz. Held in the Providence Conservative Synagogue
(Temple Beth Israel) the subject was "Resolved: That the United States
should recognize the Soviet Government of Russia." The judges were
prestigious: Judge J. Jerome Hahn, Judge Max Levy of Newport, and Dr.
Charles Carroll of the Rhode Island College of Education. The auditorium
was filled to overflowing. The Woonsocket debaters were the winners. They
upheld the negative side, arguing that the Communist Government of
Russia did not recognize the right to ownership of private property, thus
stultifying individual effort and taking away from the people the incentive to
produce.
On March 12, 1922 the same opponents debated the same question in
Woonsocket in Congregation B'nai Israel Synagogue. Judges for this debate
were Hon. Ambrose J. Kennedy, Rhode Island Congressman; Dr. J.J.
Gearon, and Judge J. Earle Brown. Again the Woonsocket team, which
upheld the negative side, won the debate. According to the newspaper
report: "Arthur Kornstein of Woonsocket had complete charge of the event
which was declared one of the most successful affairs of its kind ever held in
this city."
Social affairs such as the Y.H.M.A. annual ball figured prominently in
the activities of the members. A review on February 15, 1916 of a ball held
the night before, proclaimed it to be a great success: "Third annual event of
the local association held in Harris Hall — Proceeds for the benefit of warsuffering Jews — large attendance thoroughly enjoys last evening's
festivities". It was deemed to be a social, financial, and artisitic triumph.
Guests came from many neighboring cities of Rhode Island and
Massachusetts. It was noted that "the music for the one-step and fox trot
were so alluring that they were repeated again and again in response to the
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outspoken wishes of the dancers." Proceeds were almost $1,000, which was
donated to the Jewish Relief Fund. 12
Several other newspaper accounts of annual balls reflected the success of
these undertakings, which attracted guests from many other New England
Y.H.M.A.s.
There were also annual picnics, which included entertainment, concerts,
sports, athletic events, exhibition bouts, boating, and fishing. There were
bowling matches and other cooperative activities between the members of
the New England Y.H.M.A.s. Various conferences were held with delegates
representing each group, and Woonsocket on one occasion was the host city
for the delegates of the Associated Y.H.M.A. of New England.
The educational committee scheduled as speakers such noted public
figures as Dr. Nathan Krass, rabbi of Temple Emanu-El, of New York, "an
outstanding public figure in the forefront of the educational and religious
life of the country. 13 Another speaker was John Spargo, noted economist,
author, journalist, and lecturer. Spargo was considered the most powerful
and effective opponent of Bolshevism in the world. The well-known
educator, Dr. Mordecai Solts, who was considered a leading authority on all
phases of Jewish education and Yiddish literature, spoke on the subject,
"Jewish Ceremonies. Their value and significance."
The activities offered by the Y.H.M.A. to its members and the public
represented a wide scope of interests. There were classes concerned with
attaining citizenship. There was a Y.H.M.A. orchestra. One group
concerned themselves with the religious aspect of Judaism, participating in
Friday night services which were conducted in the association's rooms.
The Woonsocket Y.H.M.A. joined with the other Y.H.M.A.s in adopting
a resolution expressing their disapproval of the proposed restriction of
immigrantion to this country. It was vitally interested in the concerns of
world Jewry.
United States participation in World War I affected the Woonsocket
Y.H.M.A. directly. Thirty-three members served in the war. Activities of the
Y.H.M.A. were curtailed. Upon the return of the servicemen a
reorganization meeting was held on November 16, 1919, and plans were
made for returning the Y.H.M.A. to an active status.
On December 1, 1921 the dedication and formal opening of the renovated
and remodeled Y.H.M.A. and the quarters which they would now share
with the Young Women's Hebrew Association (Y.W.H.A.) were described
in the "Jewish Advocate" of Boston. More than 300 persons attended the
opening of the quarters in the Ray Building located on the corner of Bernon
and South Main Streets. President Jacob Russian outlined the program of
the Y.H.M.A. and urged those present to continue to display interest in the
welfare of the association. Miss Flora F. Schlansky, president of the
Y.W.H.A., pledged the support of her organization in carrying out the
slogan of the Y.H.M.A., which was, "Service to the individual, service to the
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home, and service to the community." Rabbi Phineas Israeli of
Congregation B'nai Israel lauded the joint efforts of the Y.H.M.A. and the
Y.W.H.A. He encouraged the study of Hebrew and urged them to help
toward the social and physical betterment of the individual.
The last entry in Kornstein's scrapbook was dated 1929. From this and
from the recollections of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Kornstein, it appears that the
Y.H.M.A. ceased to be active at that time.
WOONSOCKET

Y.W.H.A.

The role of the Jewish women of Woonsocket in the charitable and
cultural life of the community was of great importance. Three Jewish
women's organizations were prominently involved. Following along parallel
lines with the Woonsocket Y.H.M.A. was the Young Women's Hebrew
Association organized October 8, 1914.14 Chartered on December 18, 1915,
its purpose was "To advance the moral, educational, physical and social
standard of the Jewish community; to create a Jewish center which shall act
as a common ground, and for the promotion of good fellowship, charity and
the best interests of all". The incorporators were Hazel I. Fellman, Bessie
Russian, Rose Schlansky, Rebecca Cole, Ida Myerson, Lillian B. Fellman,
Sarah Brenner, Jennett Lazarus, Rae Schlansky, and Esther Belansky. 15
According to the history published in the Trumpet (the B'nai Israel Junior
Congregation's publication), the Y.W.H.A. became the only true and
important factor at that time in Woonsocket perpetuating and encouraging
Jewish sisterhood. That the women met with opposition in some quarters is
indicated by the following statement: "We are thankful to many of our
members, who, in spite of opposition and lack of co-operation, adhered
faithfully and who worked with their whole heart and soul for the interest of
the Y.W.H.A."

Sisterhood, Congregation B'nai Israel, 23rd D o n o r Event, 80th Birthday. L to r: Mrs.
Alexander Brennan, Mrs. Martin G o o d m a n . Mrs. Cyril Israel and Mrs. Samuel Kondy.
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Sisterhood, Congregation B'nai Israel. L to r: Gladys Galkin, Frances Mactez, Rebecca
Levine, Ida Dunn, Ida Levein, Lena Cohen, Ida Colitz, Minnie Levine, and Lena Turkel.

Their social activities were numerous, involving dances, concerts,
entertainments, and whist parties. They presented several lectures, speakers
being furnished by the Associated Y.H.M.A. of New England.
A successful event was sponsored by the Y.W.H.A. on June 22, 1919, a
cabaret in honor of the Y.H.M.A. men who had returned safety from service
in World War I.
The annual ball of January 29, 1924 called "The Midwinter Frolic" was
held at the Chateau ballroom. The entertainers were described in this way:
"Little Miss Emily Potvin, star of many theatrical productions, will be

Sisterhood, Congregation B'nai Israel. L to r:Sadye Finklestein, Edith Ginsburg, Becky
Brenner, Becky Levin and Dollie Brown.
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featured in a review of snappy songs and dances, and Master Duke Lacasse
of 'Kiddie Revue' fame will offer his enticing program of latest songs and
dance steps." Proceeds from such balls were donated to the Woonsocket
Hebrew Communal Fund, the Jewish Relief Drive, and other organizations.
During World War I ladies donned cap and apron and made surgical
dressings. Others with more time helped at the Red Cross Center. They
formed a knitting class and sent packages of food to various camps where
the Y.H.M.A. boys were stationed.
They referred to the Y.H.M.A. as "No man's land" during the absence of
the men. The return of the servicemen prompted the hope that things might
be getting more normal and that there would be a revival of the Y.M. and
Y.W. spirit. The women anticipated closer cooperation between their
organization and the Y.H.M.A., so that a firmer foundation might be laid
for the future. 16
THE WOONSOCKET HEBREW COMMUNAL FUND

ASSOCIATION

The interest, hard work, and dedication of the Woonsocket women are
reflected in a minute book kept by the Woonsocket Hebrew Communal
Fund Association from September 17, 1919 through October 4, 1949. At a
meeting on May 9, 1920 the women of the association voted to hold semiannual meetings. Officers elected were Mrs. Morris Falk, president; Mrs. A.
Saunders, treasurer; and Mrs. Arthur I. Darman, secretary.
One of their first activities was a dance held in December of 1920, which
netted a profit of $146.85. This sum was turned over to the Hebrew School,
which was operating at a deficit. Since the purpose of the organization was
to raise money, most of the minutes are concerned with methods of
accomplishing this goal. Bazaars and dances were a profitable source of
income, as were bridge and whist games. In 1922 a "Country Store" was a
unique fund-raising attraction.
At the November 20, 1928 meeting there was a discussion about obtaining
a building for a community center. The cooperation of the Ladies Hebrew
Aid, the Y.M.H.A. and the Y.W.H.A. was solicited. The only positive
response recorded was that of Miss Rae Schlansky of the Y.W.H.A., which
approved the idea. Throughout the years of its existence the Woonsocket
Hebrew Communal Fund donated as well as loaned money to Congregation
B'nai Israel.
The women at a special meeting on February 25, 1936 approved the
formation of a Hebrew Loan Association. A committee from the
Woonsocket Hebrew Communal Fund was to be represented on the Hebrew
Free Loan Association board. Their plan was to solicit a membership of 75
individuals with dues of $5.00 and $10.00 annually. The plan never
materialized since the men who had originally proposed the formation of a
Hebrew Free Loan Association failed to avail themselves of the grant
offered by the women. The women thereupon withdrew the offer.
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On February 15, 1937 the name of the organization was changed to the
Woonsocket Hebrew Community Center. The women participated in a
mass meeting held at B'nai Israel Synagogue together with delegates from
various Jewish organizations. Their purpose was to discuss building a
community center in Woonsocket. It was decided to start a money-raising
campaign, but not to build until 80% of the total had been reached.
In addition to their preoccupation with the raising of money, the women
of the Woonsocket Community Center also devoted their efforts to a series
of social events, such as musical festivals and fashion shows.
At the request of the directors of the Woonsocket Congregation Sons of
Israel a special meeting was held on October 4, 1949 for the purpose of
deciding on a transfer of all funds of the Woonsocket Community Center to
the Congregation B'nai Israel Community Center School and the Hebrew
School.
The Woonsocket Hebrew Community Center was disbanded and with
unanimous approval all funds were transferred. This action was recorded in
the minutes as follows: "Per order of the President and Directors of the
Congregation. Whereas the Board of Directors acknowledged that the
Woonsocket Community Center fund was raised for use of a community
center for members of Congregation B'nai Israel; Whereas the board has
been instrumental in creating the Community Center upon purchase of St.
James Rectory on Hamlet Avenue in the City of Woonsocket, said
community center having been constructed in accordance with the purpose
for which the Woonsocket Community Center Fund was promised,
therefore then the Board of Directors hereby recommends that the officers
of the Woonsocket Community Center fund hold a meeting of its members
for the purpose of transferring said sums of money to Congregation B'nai
Israel Community Center fund for which said fund was created."
"For sentiment", as stated in the minutes, the books of the Woonsocket
Hebrew Communal Fund Association, later known as the Woonsocket
Hebrew Community Center, were turned over to the Congregation B'nai
Israel.
Further research reveals the nature of the disposition of the $5,000 which
was turned over to the synagogue. The Congregation B'nai Israel's new
Hebrew School and Community Center was located, as predicated above, in
a building that had once been the Rectory of St. James Espicopal Church at
28 Hamlet Avenue. Dedication was on September 11, 1949. Together with
the Sisterhood of the congregation, the women of the Woonsocket Hebrew
Communal Fund Association were responsible for rebuilding, equipping,
and beautifying this structure. 17
The new Community Center in its twelve years of existence held a very
important place in the cultural, educational, and social life of the
Woonsocket Jewish community. Square dances, costume parties, ping-pong
tournaments, and Hannukah parties were held there, as were meetings of

The Jews of

333

Woonsocket

Young Judea, B'nai B'rith,
Girl and Boy Scout troops.
classes. A gift shop which
Sisterhood's Gift Shop, was

Y.M.H.A.-Y.W.H.A., interfaith groups, and
There was a library for use before and after
was the forerunner of the Ladies Aid and
a source of fund-raising for many years.

W O O N S O C K E T H E B R E W LADIES A I D SOCIETY18

In the fall of 1901 a group of twenty women gathered to discuss the
formation of a Jewish ladies aid society to help the people of Woonsocket.
They named their organization The Woonsocket Hebrew Ladies Aid
Society. The first president was Mrs. Solomon Treitel. According to a short
history of Congregation B'nai Israel in a pamphlet issued upon the
consecreation of the remodeling of the synagogue on September 2, 1923, the
Society was reorganized as an auxiliary to the Woonsocket congregation. It
met once a month, and officers were elected annually. According to the
account, "the problems they faced took time to overcome; no telephones, no
baby sitters, no modern household conveniences, no ready grasp, in many
cases, of the English language, and little or no money." 19
In 1904 the Hebrew Ladies Aid Society donated the "Ark of Law" to the
first home of Congregation B'nai Israel, which was located on Green and
Bernon Streets. It first major money-raising affair was a rummage sale held
in 1910 in Nugent's Stable on Social Street. A total of $150 was realized, a
goodly sum in those days.
An annual event was the gala ball which had the dual purpose of raising
money and providing an enjoyable evening. In order to realize as much
profit as possible the women made their own refreshments, did their own
decorating, charged for coat checking, and sold chances on homemade
goodies. Money-raising had a very important role in the history of the
society. A Hebrew School fund was started and later became the
Woonsocket Communal Fund, as mentioned above. The fund grew from
the quarters, nickels, dimes, and pennies collected by the ladies from Jewish
families. By 1913, quarters over a store in Lee's Block on lower Main Street
were used for the first Hebrew School.
The years of World War 1 were very active ones for the ladies of the
Hebrew Ladies Aid Society. They were involved in the Red Cross, they sold
Liberty Bonds, and became involved in civil defense programs. But they did
not forget their commitment to aiding those Jews who emigrated from
Europe to Palestine. Nor did they diminish their care of local Jewish
families who were in need. This involved assuming the bills for coal,
groceries, and clothing. They visited the sick. And all of their good deeds
were performed in such a way as to preserve the dignity of the recipient.
Horse and buggy carried food and clothing. They were quietly laid at the
doorstep of the needy, the donors remaining anonymous.
Another endeavor in which the ladies demonstrated their concern was in
helping itinerant persons. A two-story dwelling on East School Street (in the
Social district of Woonsocket) contained a little shul (synagogue) named
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Sons of Jacob. In addition, the house had a kitchen and bedrooms upstairs
which served as a warm place for the poor and hungry. It also sheltered Jews
who might be caught in a storm, or detained because of the Sabbath. The
women provided utensils and food and laundered linens for those who
occupied the quarters.
In 1920 the 84-member group formally became the Hebrew Ladies Aid
and Sisterhood. Their involvement in supporting the Temple was varied and
substantial. They bought prayer books for services. They assumed the
financial burden of the Hebrew School, putting it on a debt-free basis for the
first time in its history. They purchased curtains for the vestry and reported
that they had raised $300 to help repair the shul.
In spite of the generous suport they gave the congregation, the women felt
that there was a gap between the administration and the sisterhood, that the
men considered them solely in the role of workers, especially in the kitchen,
where they cooked and served for the money-raising events.
The Sisterhood ladies bestowed their energies and charity upon many
other deserving causes. The sale of Palestine stamps raised funds to help
needy Jewish families during Passover. They sent contributions to the
Jewish Orphanage of Rhode Island, Jewish Home for the Aged, the Miriam
Hospital, Hebrew Sheltering and the Immigrant Aid Society, B'nai Jacob
Synagogue in Woonsocket, and the United Palestine Appeal. They helped
support other organizations such as the Christmas Seal Fund, the Hospital
Aid Association, the Girl Scout Council, the Travelers' Aid Society, the
Public Health Nursing Association, and the American Red Cross.
The women of the Ladies Aid used imaginative methods for raising
money. One of the most original was called, Project Cedar Chest of 1936. A
chest was first placed in the window of Kane's Furniture Store in
Woonsocket. When the store window space was needed by the furniture
owners, the chest was placed in the window of the Blackstone Valley Gas
and Electric Company. The chest was filled with crocheted doilies,
embroidered scarves, pillowcases, towels, and even an elaborate patchwork
quilt. The ladies had worked for hundreds of hours producing this
handiwork. Raffle tickets for the cedar chest were sold for ten cents or three
for a quarter. Tickets were sold inside the utility company building. The
project netted $500.
A successful money-raising project was a theatre party. The women used
telephone book listings to solicit pledges for tickets to an event at the Bijou
Theatre, which had donated its facilities for the performance. Six hundred
and thirty dollars was realized. On another occasion a hand-crocheted
bedspread, made through the cooperative efforts of many of the ladies, was
raffled.
One of the members in 1937 conceived the idea of compiling a cookbook,
the money from the project to be used for a new community center. The first
year was devoted to collecting recipes, watching their preparation so that
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exact measurements could be determined, and often translating Yiddish
directions into English. A total of $2,000 was needed from sponsors and
advertisements to pay for printing costs, but the depression made it
impossible to raise such a sum. The project was temporarily tabled. Ten
years later, in 1947, the book was finally printed. A second printing was
required in 1950, and a third in 1952. In 1956 the cookbook sold for $2.25 a
copy. About 5,000 copies were sold, resulting in a net profit of
approximately $10,000. This money was divided, a portion for the purchase
of stainless steel items for the kitchens in the synagogue located at Green
and Bernon Streets, and the remainder to the old Community Center on
Hamlet St.
There was no limit to the fund-raising capabilities of the Ladies Aid
Group, from running a "kitchen" where they sold their baked goods to
conducting "business men's luncheons" at the Jewish Community Center.
These luncheons were prepared and served by the women themselves.
In May of 1956 the name of the Hebrew Ladies Aid and Sisterhood was
again changed. It was now designated Sisterhood, Congregation B'nai
Israel. In 1962 the name was further shortened to Sisterhood.
Their programming broadened into aspects of education, when they
joined the National Women's League. A Torah Fund was instituted, which
made funds available for scholarships. The Camp Ramah Scholarship Fund
was set up in 1953. Other funds were established for specific purposes.
The first Sisterhood donor event was held successfully in 1960. At this
time the women rebelled against their "place in the kitchen" and sought a
closer bond with the administration of the synagogue. The new role which
they sought and won is still in effect.
In the new magnificent synagogue and Community Center on Prospect
Street, dedicated on September 16, 1962, the Sisterhood continued to
assume responsibility for many of the expenses of the synagogue and the
various programs connected with it.
On the occasion of the Woonsocket Hebrew Ladies Aid and Sisterhood's
50th anniversary, the ladies presented a play entitled, "The Golden Times", a
history of their organization in dramatic from. Quoted from the dialogue
are these thoughts which seem to sum up the role of this dedicated group of
women:
A Ladies Aid and Sisterhood is the mother of a Jewish community!
Through our women the Sabbath spirit of the Synagogue is taken to
our homes. The Woonsocket Hebrew Ladies Aid and Sisterhood through
its fifty years of existence has been the embellishment of Jewish
life in Woonsocket.
It may be added that these women demonstrated this same devotion to
Hadassah, the Y.W.H.A., the Communal Fund, and whatever charitable
group called upon them.
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The men's role in charitable causes is no less a dedicated one than the
women's and will be described in a further study of the remarkable history
of the Jews of Woonsocket.
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THE CHESTERFIELD COMMUNITY AND
THEIR SYNAGOGUE
BY E L E A N O R

F.

HORVITZ

It was the dream of the wealthy German Jew, Baron Maurice de Hirsch,
to resettle Eastern European Jews seeking refuge from religious persecution.
The lands he chose for farming were located in three Connecticut
communities, Chesterfield, Colchester, and Ellington, Whether Jews had
any knowledge of farming seems not to have been taken into consideration.
In addition, although the average farm ranged in size from about 40 to 200
acres, in reality only a small portion was cultivated because most of the land
was rocky and hilly. The Jewish farmer paid half the purchase price in cash,
and the other half was financed by Baron de Hirsch. Alien to the country
and the language, they attempted dairy farming. They set up small factories
to manufacture such items as pants and suspenders. In the summer they
took in boarders from the city, who sought the fresh air and farm cooking.
By 1892 at a cost of $900 they had built a synagogue, known as "The New
England Hebrew Farmers of the Emanuel Society". The synagogue building
was 50 feet long, 30 feet wide, one story high, and raised off the ground. It
was painted white and said to be more austere than a Protestant church.
Life in Chesterfield was in some ways similar to that of the Eastern
European shtetle (village). They usually observed Kashrut (dietary laws)
which required a shohet (one trained in ritual slaughtering). Many visited
the mikveh (the ritual bathhouse). And they developed a cemetery to bury
their dead.
The social activities of the community revolved around the synagogue and
the concerns of the daily life of the farmer and his family. The synagogue
served as a house of prayer as well as a meeting place for the Jews who lived
a relatively isolated existence as farmers.
The summer boarders came from the city to stay for a week or a season.
Many of the farm houses were large enough to accomodate several families.
Here the Jewish family from the city could escape the heat, have kosher
meals, attend a synagogue. The city children participated in the farming.
Eleanor F. Horwitz is Archivist for the Rhode Island Jewish Historical Association
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For adults and children there was swimming, picking of blueberries, and in
the evenings impromptu entertainment such as square dancing and singing.
As the children of the settlers grew into young adults, many left the farm
to work in nearby mills or businesses. Some went to college. None chose to
remain in agriculture. The exodus from Chesterfield began about 1916.
Gradually the Jewish farmers, who had replaced the Yankee farmers, were
in turn replaced by Polish farmers.
Baron de Hirsch's dreams of Jewish agricultural colonies were never
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As tarty as 1890, Chesterfield was one of three Connecticut communities
[Ellington and Colchester the others) chosen by the Baron Maurice de
Hirscii, Fun<£ of New Tori to resettCe Eastern European Jews seeking
refuge from, religious persecution.
On May 6, 1892, several Russian Jewish immigrant families living in
and around Chesterfield,
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themselves
as the New
England Hebrew Farmers of the EmanueC Society, consecrated a modest
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successfully fulfilled. But his fund helped some of the Russian Jews to start
an independent life in America.
The plaque marking the site of the Chesterfield synagogue, which burned
to the ground in 1975, is illustrated on —. The descendents of the early
settlers and interested residents of the area attended ceremonies on
September 28, 1986 dedicating the historic marker.

NOTES
U n n a m e d newspaper, 9 / 3 0 / 8 1 , "So,
Again: the Russian Jewish Migration
Connecticut" — A thesis presented by
fulfillment of the requirements for the
L o n d o n , Connecticut, April 1976.

We C a m e to Chesterfield" by Micki Savin " T o Begin
to America with Special Emphasis on chesterfield,
D a n a L. Kline to The History Department in partial
degree of Master of Arts. Connecticut College, New
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SABBATH TOUR OF SYNAGOGUES IN PROVIDENCE
AND VICINITY
BY W I L L I A M G .

BRAUDE

In the active rabbinate, a rabbi is obliged to remain at his post, so to
speak. As Emeritus, I feel free to tour local synagogues, worshiping in them
and thus savoring the flavor of each.
So here in brief is an account of my Sabbath adventures — my
synagogue-hopping, in 13 houses of worship.
Mishkan Tfiloh, 203 Summit Avenue, Providence, Orthodox (9:00 a.m. to
11:30 p.m.)
Four Sabbaths, 11 May 1985, Emor (Leviticus 21:1-24:23); 18 May 1985,
Behar Behukkotai (Leviticus 25:1-27:34); 1 June 1985, Naso (Numbers 4:17:89); 8 June 1985, Behaalotecha (Numbers 8:1-12:16).
Mishkan Tfiloh is an offshoot of the old Howell Street shul (incorporated
in 1904). After the sale of the Howell Street shul, its Rabbi, Morris Silk
(1900-1952), was raising funds to build a new synagogue on Rochambeau
and Camp. But a strong group which controlled the purse were
suspicious of the liberalizing tendencies of Rabbi Silk. They refused to
join the new synagogue then being built. Under the lead of Sidney Pickar,
this "orthodox" group used the money acquired from the sale of the Howell
Street structure to put up in 1962 Mishkan Tfiloh on Summit Avenue. The
synagogue has approximately 80 members.
The first morning 1 attended, the congregation numbered 40 people,
mostly elderly, except for Danny Berlinsky, a contemporary of my middle
son, Benjamin Meir. The Hertz Bibles in the pews were given to the
congregation by Temple Beth-El.
Rabbi Philip Kaplan, whose wife, Esther, has for 20 years been the rabbi's
William G. Braude is Rabbi Emeritus of Temple Beth-El.

This interesting exercise of Rabbi Braude's of visiting thirteen synagogues in metropolitan
Providence provides for future historians the religious fare available to the Jews of Northern
Rhode Island in the summer of 1985, together with the unique ambience of each congregation.
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secretary at Temple Beth-El, serves as Mishkan Tfiloh's rabbi. In his
effective sermon, he asked why Jews do not make much of Mother's Day.
Because, he answered, honoring father and mother is a continuing yearround obligation, not a one-day stand.
Rabbi Morris Drazin chanted the Torah. Occasionally Mr. Obadiah, an
Egyptian Jew, conducts musaph (the additional service) and uses Oriental
motifs, which are captivating. Among the worshipers I saw David Hirsch,
professor of English at Brown University.
At another service, Rabbi Philip Kaplan explained why people are told
not to look at priests hands when raised to pronounce the priestly
blessing. The reason: so that people should not be critical of the failings of
others, specifically, of the failings of the priests on the dais, but look to their
own shortcomings.
After each service there is a bountiful Kiddush provided by different
worshipers. Samuel Rotkopf is president. In recent months the congregation
inaugurated a daily morning minyan.
Chabad House, 360 Hope Street, Providence, Orthodox (9:30 a.m. to
12 noon)
8 June 1985, Sabbath Shelah (Numbers 13:1-15:41)
The house was bought about two years ago. The shaliah, or leader, is
Rabbi Yehoshua Laufer.
A Chabad Hasid once said: The gaon of Vilna, a great scholar, to be sure,
left books, only books; but the Baal Shem Tov, the founder of Hasidism, left
human beings. So on this Sabbath morning I sampled about 30 such human
beings. The first to greet me was Sandick Chernov, a confirmand of Beth-El.
Then Dovid Sears, an artist. His son, Chayim, under 13, who during parts of
the service, was practicing how to put on tephillin, seems to have a good
sense of humor. When the one who called me to the Torah changed my
name from "Gershon" to "Nossen," and 1 said, "What's the difference?
Nossen is also a good Jewish name," Chayim laughed in appreciation of my
effort.
Leibel Estrin, a writer, led the first part of the service, which was marked
by the congregants' lively singing — in unison, as well as in free solo.
The second leader of the service was Gorkin, a student of graphic design
at The Rhode Island School of Design.
Throughout the worship one felt the warmth and friendship of the human
beings present.
About forty families are associated with Chabad.
Temple Emanuel, 99 Taft Avenue, Providence, Conservative (10:00 a.m.
to 12 Noon)
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22 June 1985, Sabbath Korah (Numbers 16:1-18:32)
About 150 present. Edward Adler chanted a third of the weekly portion,
in keeping with the triennial cycle more or less followed at Beth-El, the
entire five books being concluded during a three-year period. Cantor Ivan
Perlman intoned the prayers beautifully. Coming down from the dais,
Rabbi Daniel Liben discussed with the congregation the puzzling fact that
the fire pans of those who had sinned at the cost of their lives was made as
plating for the altar (Numbers 17:3). How, he asked, is it possible for the
profane to be turned into sacred? He put a similar question with regard to
the mirrors which serving-women brought as their gifts for the building of
the Tabernacle (Exodus 38:8). These mirrors were made into a copper laver
from which priests drew water to wash their hands and feet, before starting their ministrations. Once again, how is it possible that mirrors meant
to arouse lust be turned to sacred use? An ancient text sets forth a kindred
paradox: "All that have the care of the Red Heifer make their garments
ritually unclean, but the Red Heifer itself makes clean the unclean."
In the event, such transformation is the mystery of God's providence, and
for mankind a source of continuing hope.
A Kiddush followed the service. Among those present were Rabbi Saul
and Elsie Leeman, Hadassah (Mrs. Philip) Davis, Jenny Klein, veteran
teacher and active in adult education, Leo Rosen and Professor Seymour
Siegel, head of the U.S. Holocaust Council.
Temple Emanuel has three Rabbis, Eli A. Bohnen, Emeritus, Wayne
Franklin and Daniel Liben. Sheldon Weinstein is executive director. In a
letter dated December 12, 1985, 29 Kislev 5746, Rabbi Liben provided me
with the following information:
"Temple Emanuel has approximately 1100 member families.
"Its president is Edward D. Feldstein, a Providence attorney.
"The Temple library, according to our Librarian, Lillian Schwartz, has
7,200-7,300 volumes.
" Emanuel is a predominantly older congregation. Consequently, in the
religious school there are only 175 children. However, there is an important
and growing core of younger families active in the congregation. Many of
these are young professionals who are relative newcomers to Providence.
Some have joined Emanuel because of the Solomon Schechter School
(directed by Rabbi Alvan Kaunfer) which is housed in our buildings.
"In many cases, the younger members are more tradition-oriented than
their predecessors. There is a resultant diversity of needs and approaches
here which is quite exciting.
"For example, it is possible to find three Services here on the first Friday
night of each month; the daily Chapel Minyan which is Orthodox in style,
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except for mixed seating; the 8:10 p.m. Main Service which is the most
formal, and uses an organ and choir; and a 5:30 p.m. Family Service which
is lay led, and from which the organ and choir are absent.
"I see the trend towards greater individual participation through a
growing variety of religious expressions as positive, and one which will
continue."
In Emanuel there are quite a number of men and women who served and
serve the Jewish community, as well as the city and state in its political and
judicial life.
Providence Hebrew Day School, 450 Elmgrove Avenue, Providence,
Orthodox (9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.)
22 June 1985 Sabbath Hukkat

(The Red Heifer, Numbers (19:1-22:1)

At the service there were about 45 men, many young, including toddlers,
their fringes loose hanging; and about 10 women. The Torah was read by
Joshua Strajcher, the Haftarah was chanted and Musaph (the additional
service) led by Joshua Pearlman.
Rabbi Avi Shafran analyzed the paradox of the Red Heifer — though
itself ritually unclean, it makes others clean. He illustrated its paradox and
mystery by saying: Out of the Holocaust's horror and the world's and the
nations' bad conscience, there emerged the State of Israel. Rabbi Sholom
Strajcher, spoke of Israel's three providers in the wilderness: Moses —
justice; Aaron — mercy; Miriam — chastity.
Participation in the worship was lively. Besides the members of the
Hebrew Day School faculty, including Rabbi Eliezer Gibber, head of the
newly formed Providence Yeshiva (the first in New England), there were
present Professor Edward Beiser of Brown University, Thomas Pearlman
and Hershel Smith, attorneys, and Avraham Martin, a proselyte.
The Providence Hebrew Day School, organized in February, 1947, first
met on Waterman Street in a house which was condemned in 1959 as a fire
hazard. For one school term it met at Temple Beth-El, then at Temple
Emanuel, until its present structure on Elmgrove Avenue was finished in
1962.
There are 253 students in classes from kindergarten to grade 12. The
students come from Providence, Pawtucket, Cranston, Warwick, South
County, and communities in Massachusetts and Connecticut. The school's
library numbers 7,000 volumes. Mrs. Carol Wartenberg is librarian.
Mrs. Sheldon (Gladys) Solosy is president; Rabbi Sholom Strajcher,
Dean; and Samuel M. Shlevin, executive director.
The School has thirteen in its faculty. The average number of children in
the faculty families is five. Besides the faculty, 35 family units attend services
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at the School. Then, too, there are 68 students of its High School who are
present at services during the school year.
Beth Sholom — Sons of Zion, 275 Camp Street, Providence, Orthodox
(9:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.)
20 July 1985, Sabbath Mattot-Massae

(Numbers 30:2-36:13)

At the entrance I met David Pliskin who teaches biology in a New
Bedford high school. But he recently moved to Providence to enable his four
children to attend the Providence Hebrew Day School. Five days a week he
will be commuting to New Bedford.
Aaron Segal, son of the late Isaiah and nephew of the late Beryl Segal,
welcomed me, gave me a tallit, and escorted me to a middle row. At that
time Jack Mossberg was leading beautifully the Shaharit (morning) service.
There was vibrancy in the air. Clearly the worshipers — many young —
were "with it." Later I was to learn fron Deborah (Debby) Schiavo, that
quite a few of the synagogue's 100 members are on the faculties of Rhode
Island College and Rhode Island School of Design. Her husband,
Bartholomew (Bart), at one time a member of Beth-El, is Dean of Roger
Williams College. Another member of the congregation is Michael Fink,
associate professor of English at the Rhode Island School of Design, and
editor of the Rhode Island Jewish Historical Notes. Jay Rosenstein is
president of the synagogue.
Because of the great length of Mattot-Massae, the Torah portion, Rabbi
Samuel Singer did not preach. The rabbi, I am told, is a very good speaker.
He is also flawless in chanting the Torah.
A Kiddush given by Dr. and Mrs. Donald Jurkowitz — he teaches
chemistry at a community college — followed the service. The delicious
victuals were prepared by Mrs. Jurkowitz on the synagogue's premises.
There was also a chocolate cake to celebrate daughter Shuly's birthday.
Certain details about the congregation's history are, I believe, interesting.
The building it occupies was put up, as was stated in the account of Mishkan
Tfiloh, with money raised largely by Rabbi Morris Silk. But the mortgage
was huge, around $265,000. Bingo, as I recall, was a regular event in the
congregation's calendar. Then B'nai Zion synagogue, the Orms Street shul,
was sold, and its people, although ready to join Beth Sholom, stipulated that
they would do so provided it became Orthodox — it had been leaning
toward Conservatism. Beth Sholom did become Orthodox, and was given
the money B'nai Zion received for the sale of its structure. Now Beth
Sholom has a mehitza, a barrier separating men from women.
Jack Mossberg, who lives in Warwick, comes regularly to the minyan
(weekdays at 7:00 a.m. and Sundays at 8:00 a.m.). Rabbi Singer is
determined to have a daily minyan. Whenever a quorum of 10 is lacking, he
gets on the phone to call in "reserves."
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Ordinarily there are about 70 worshipers at a Sabbath service. But on the
day I was present, about 20 of Beth Sholom's people attended the
Providence Hebrew Day School's festivities to celebrate the birth of a
Strajcher daughter.
Sons of Jacob, 24 Douglas Avenue, Providence, Orthodox (9:00 a.m.)
27 July 1985, Sabbath Debarim (Deuteronomy 1:1-3:22)
At 9:20 Herbert Wagner picked me up and took me to B'nai Yaakov,
Sons of Jacob's Hebrew name. The congregation was organized in 1896, and
its imposing brick structure was built in two stages — in 1906 and 1922.
For Wagner and for me attending a service in B'nai Yaakov was a journey
in nostalgia. On a Friday evening, 16 September 1932, I gave my trial
sermon at Beth-El, and the following morning I asked the Hotel Biltmore,
where I was putting up, the location of the nearest shul. 1 was directed to
B'nai Yaakov whose Rabbi Bick was so intense in his devotions that, instead
of standing still, he kept walking across the length and breadth of the rather
spacious interior of the synagogue.
A nostalgic journey for Herbert Wagner also — Rabbi Bick officiated at
his marriage to the late Tessie Ruth Brockman.
Besides, through the years, Herbert Wagner has been volunteer electrician
for all sorts of needs in the synagogue. It was he who installed in it an
electric time-clock so that the lights go out automatically after the Friday
night service, and come on again for the service at the outgoing of the
Sabbath.
So well known in the synagogue is Herbert Wagner that Harold
Silverman, the president, greeted him warmly while I had to be identified.
Silverman, I should add, is purchasing agent for the A and H
Manufacturing Company, owned by the Feibelman family.
When Wagner and I arrived in the synagogue at the reading of the Shema,
there were only nine men present. Earlier in the service, the Barekhu, which
requires the presence of a minyan, was omitted. Yaakov Levin, who lives in
Cranston and regularly attends all services, told me that B'nai Yaakov has
daily morning and evening services as well as Sabbath eve and morning
services. He also explained that because quite a few were away on vacation,
there had been no minyan at the service's beginning. "Tonight, Tisha Beav,
there was going to be a large turnout." In the event, a minyan did not
materialize. A "refugee" came from Shaare Zedek, the old Beth-El on Broad
Street, where there was also no minyan. Since he had to say Kaddish, which
requires the presence of ten men, he drove to B'nai Yaakov. There, but for
Herbert Wagner and myself, he would have been the tenth man. Every one
at the service, either because of age, or because of distance, had to drive to
the synagogue.
The reader of the morning and musaph services was Harold Labush, a
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clerk in the Elmwood Post Office. He also chanted well the Torah and
Haphtarah.
During the Kiddush, which followed the service, the "refugee" identified
himself as Shalom Shapiro, and said that years ago he attended Beth-El's
school with Maurice Davis, now Rabbi at White Plains. He also said that at
the old Beth-El on Broad Street there are four columns hollowed out to
provide ventilation and cool air during the summer months, a device so
secret that I did not know it existed.
The area, Douglas and Chalkstone Avenue, where the synagogue stands,
is being renovated. But no Jews live in it, so that the synagogue is sustained
largely by nostalgic memories. How long such memories will continue to
keep the synagogue alive remains to be seen.
Shaare Zedek — Sons of Abraham (formerly Temple Beth-El), 688 Broad
Street, Providence, Orthodox (9:00 a.m.)
4 August 1985, Sabbath Wa-ethanan (Deuteronomy 3:23-7:11)
Angela Graboys, a student at the Hebrew Union College, and I went to
Shaare Zedek, Beth-El's location from 1911 to 1955.
I was greeted warmly. Messrs. Louis Sacarovitz, Sheldon Shapiro, Isador
Berstein, Charles Tapper, and Max Kerzner came over to reminisce briefly
about earlier encounters with me. Some of them when young attended
Sunday School at Beth-El, and recall the names of certain teachers, such as
Amy Wise Salinger. Joseph Margolis, the president, welcomed me, and
asked me whether I wanted to sit in the pulpit chair which 1 used from 1932
to 1955. Besides Angela and myself there were 11 men present. Ordinarily, I
was told, about 16 or 17 attend. The membership is about 100.
Joseph Margolis conducted the morning service (shaharit) and Henry
Bucheister chanted the Torah and the Haphtarah, and led the additional
service (musaph). Bucheister, a native of Cracow, Poland, spent two-and-ahalf years in a concentration camp where all his family perished. He was 18
in 1945 when liberated. After the service he told Angela that the Holocaust
was, in his opinion, God's punishment for sins Jews committed. Angela was
taken aback by an opinion so radical. I should add that, though Angela
found the service richly textured in melody and in fellow feeling, she felt that
the Orthodox mode which gives little recognition to women is not for her.
A Kiddush followed the service.
What of Shaare Zedek's future? The neighborhood is no longer Jewish.
All but one or two worshipers get to the synagogue by car. There are no
children. There is a daily minyan in the morning, but not at night when it is
dangerous to venture abroad. The youngest member of the congregation's
board is 70.
David Hassenfeld feels that if a satisfactory offer for the building were
made, it should be sold, and the money used for a good purpose.
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But Joseph Margolis who treats the structure as an heirloom feels
differently. He spoke feelingly of the care taken to maintain the building.
The organ, though not used, has been retained: the stained glass windows
are protected by screens. To keep away loiterers who have been littering the
premises, an iron grill around the structure was built at a cost of $5,000.
Even the two trees on the Glenham Street side have been lovingly cared for.
He regards Shaare Zedek as the last living link to the once flourishing
Jewish community of South Providence, and wants the congregation's
continuance.
Ohawe Sholam, East Avenue, Pawtucket, Orthodox
18 August 1985, Sabbath Reeh (Deuteronomy 11:26-16:17)
Rhode Island's "youngest" synagogue was built in 1980. The congregation
is of course much older, having been incorporated in 1906. (Hayim Berger,
one of its pioneer members, was the father of Edith Sinel and Sylvia (Mrs.
Abraham) Snyder. But because the neighborhood had changed, the old
synagogue was sold in 1979 to a Black church for about $80,000, and a new
$200,000 structure — elegant but simple — was put up at East Avenue and
Lowden Street. Carl Passman, who later became President, was chairman of
the building committee. Mr. Passman, a refugee from Germany in 1938, told
me that the congregation numbers 100 members. There is no school. Most
of the children attended the Providence Hebrew Day School. The
congregation's Rabbi Chayim Pearl, who is about to become assistant
principal of the Yeshiva of Central Queens, Kew Garden Hills, was not
present because of illness. But Sunday evening, 18 August, he was going to
attend the banquet in his honor at which 170 people were expected.
Dr. Barry Weisman, chairman of the banquet and his lovely 6-year-old
Beruche Hinda, welcomed me warmly, providing me with an arm chair.
Shmuel Suchadolski read the shaharit service. Leibl Schwartz intoned the
Torah portion, and Evan Weisman chanted the Haftarah and led the
musaph service.
Among those who greeted me was Edward (Eddie) Gershman, Harry
Gershman's brother.
About 30 men were present, most of them elderly. But lively participation
belied their years.
Since the synagogue is located in a Jewish area, and its people take pride
in the fact that their congregation is the only one in Pawtucket, it is likely to
continue, and possibly grow in size and importance.
Recently Jay Jacobs, 38, ordained at Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theological
Seminary, came from Louisville to be Rabbi of the synagogue.
Temple Am David, 40 Gardiner Street, Warwick, Conservative (9:30 a.m.
to 12 noon)
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What's in a name? A lot, a lot, as Am David, the name of the
congregation Herbert Wagner and I visited on 23 November, Sabbath Wayyesse (Genesis 37:1-40:23) richly testifies.
Am David, "David's People," as the congregation is now named, was
founded — so my friend Rabbi Richard Leibovitz tells me — by the
Warwick Jewish Community Association in May 1954 at the state's airport.
In 1959, a social hall, doubling as a sanctuary, and classrooms were built.
During the 1970s, as the need for a sanctuary became more urgent, the
people of Beth Am, as it was then called, began to investigate outside
sources whereby the building of a sanctuary might be funded.
At that time in Providence's North End, there was Temple Beth DavidAnshe Kovno, the name resulting from a merger: Anshe Kovno (People of
Kovno, Lithuania) on Shawmut Street, and Temple Beth David on Oakland
Avenue. The latter congregation was started in 1892 by Russian Jews. In the
years that followed there were mergers with congregations besides Anshe
Kovno.* Finally in 1954, a new structure was dedicated and named Temple
Beth David.
But in the 1970s, Providence's North End was so rapidly losing its Jewish
inhabitants that Beth David had to close its doors, all the while insurance,
heating, and maintenance eating up its limited resources. Just then the
congregation's leaders became aware of Beth Am's need of an additional
structure — a sanctuary.
Thereupon the possibility of having Beth Am and Beth David merge was
vigorously pursued by committees representing both congregations. Herbert
Wagner, who was then treasurer of Beth David, was deeply concerned with
the fate of Beth David's 12 Torah Scrolls and memorials in windows and
pews. He felt that a merger with Beth Am would provide a home for the
Torah Scrolls, and assure preservation of the memorials. He prevailed. Beth
David was sold to Meals on Wheels, a social agency, and the money thus
realized was used to put up Beth David's attractive sanctuary. The
congregation's new name was the cumbrous Beth Am-Beth David. When
Rabbi Richard Leibovitz came, he suggested Am David, an original name,
the combination not being found in Scripture.
Oh, yes. Beth David-Anshe Kovno's name, and its memorials are
preserved on beautiful plaques in Am David's chapel.
So to return to the question at the outset — what's in a name? Particularly
in the name Am David? The struggles, yearnings, hopes of generations of
Jews ever on the move, but always responding to the call to worship and
"learn" Torah.
Wagner and I arrived as the Torah Scrolls were taken out of the Ark.
About 25 children moved to the front of the Ark where, led by Cantor Steven
*For details, see F.leanor Horvitz, "Remember When?" Federation

Voice (R.I.), 3 July, 1980.
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Dress, they sang the appropriate songs. The Cantor chanted the Torah
beautifully. Stacy Corin, a recent Bat Mitzvah who has continued to study
cantillation with the Cantor, intoned the Haftarah, and Joseph (Joe)
Spraragen, age 15, led the musaph.
The triennial cycle of reading is more or less followed. Among the
worshipers were William Kanopkin and Abraham (Abe) Shuster, old-time
members of Beth David, who come regularly from the North End; and Dr.
Elliott Schwartz, director of the Bureau of Jewish Education. There was
also the attractive Adam Smith, great grandson of Providence's legendary
Mo he I, Meyer Smith.
Among Am David's congregants are Professor Sidney Goldstein of
Brown University and his wife Alice. Professor Goldstein, who is renowned
throughout the world for his demographic studies, is, we are proud to say,
Rhode Island Jewry's official demographer.
Before the Torah reading Rabbi Richard Leibovitz suggested that
Scripture's etymologies (in Genesis, chapter 30) of the names of the Tribe
Fathers — Jacob's sons — imply that each human being is endowed with
traits and qualities that are his very own, and that the task of parents is to be
aware of such differing traits and qualities, and endeavor to give equal love
to each of their children.
The School's older children were to go the next Sabbath to the Jewish
Home for the Aged, where they were to sing such songs as "Tumbala,
tumbala, tumbalalaika", which they were practicing using the UJA Book of
Songs and Blessings. The Congregation followed the Torah reading using an
edition of the Pentateuch called The Living Torah by Rabbi Aryeh Kaplan.
Taking note of the various books used by the Congregation, Rabbi
Leibovitz pointed out that the Conservative Movement's Rabbinical
Assembly had recently published Siddur Sim Shalom, a prayer book for
daily use, edited by Rabbi Jules Harlow. The covers of the aforementioned
books being blue, they, together with the white of the Sanctuary's walls,
suggest the colors of Israel's flag.
The Rabbi was both reverent and sprightly, giving verve to the Sabbath
service at which about 65 were present. The attendance, I am told, is on the
upswing.
The congregation numbers 320 families. There are 100 children in the
elementary school. Am David's library, comprising Judaica in English,
Hebrew, and Yiddish, numbers approximately 1,000 volumes.
Bernard Labush is the congregation's president; and Dr. Joseph (Joe)
Alper, a gabbai (warden) in Am David, loves Torah and once a week drives
sixteen miles to "learn" Humash and Talmud.
During the Oneg Shabbat (collation), following the service, Melvin Levin
shared a reminiscence of long ago when he asked me whether after his Bar
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Mitzvah he was to go to Beth-El where his parents belonged, or to B'nai
Zion, the Orms Street shul where his grandfather wanted him to go. I replied:
"Go where your heart tells you to." Melvin ended his reminiscence by
saying: "So now I belong to Am David, a Conservative congregation."
Am David looks forward to a bright future. The southern area is growing
rapidly, and young couples settling in it find the Warwick Temple an
attractive spiritual home for themselves and their children.
Temple Habonim,

165 New Meadow Road, Barrington, Reform

29 November 1985, Sabbath Way-yishlach (Genesis 32:4-36:42) 8:00 p.m.
William Mutterperl, president of the congregation and chief counsel for
the Fleet National Bank, picked me up at 7:40 p.m. Enroute he told me that
because of its small size, the people of the congregation work closely
together, and give freely of their time. Thus most of the teachers in the
school which begins in pre-kindergarten level, are members of the
congregation. He also told me that he would like one of his sons to be a
rabbi. Because he is a native of Manhattan, he prefers life in the city to life in
a suburb. So about a year ago he moved to Angell Street, Providence.
We got to the Temple at 7:58 p.m. Only Rabbi James Rosenberg and his
wife Sandra were in the synagogue, whose interior is warm and intimate. 1
was told that services don't start on time, and, besides, the postThanksgiving service draws the fewest number of congregants. The service
started at about 8:15 with 15 men and women present.
Accompanying himself on a guitar, Rabbi Rosenberg led in the singing of
Yedid Nefesh, "O Soul's Beloved," and Lecho Dodi, "Come beloved to meet
the bride." Then Rabbi Rosenberg's "bride," Sandra blessed the candles.
Service IV in Gates of Prayer followed. During the service Leda Whitman
Raymond, who teaches English at Brown University and Rabbi Rosenberg
read poems which each composed. The readings were followed by the Halle!
Psalms of Praise (113-118). The Torah Scroll was taken out, and Rabbi
Rosenberg chanted beautifully the account of Jacob's wrestling with the
angel (Genesis 32:23-32).
Because the service was innovative, and suffused by the Rabbi's
winsomeness and the worshipers' full participation, it was spirited and alive.
The Kiddush over the wine and Hallah in the synagogue was followed by
an Oneg Shabbat in the social hall — rogelach and pastries, tea, and apple
cider.
Some vital facts about Habonim: The congregation was started in 1963 by
35 families as the Barrington Jewish Center. In 1980, it moved to its present
quarters, a renovated Civil War schoolhouse. Habonim now has 120
families, 110 children in its school, and a library of 2,000 volumes of
Judaica. Lois Siegal is librarian.
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Temple Sinai, 30 Hagan Avenue, Cranston, Reform
30 November 1985, Sabbath morning Way-yishlach (Genesis 32:4-36:43)
Cynthia Agronick brought me to the Temple's social hall, where 15 men
and women were breakfasting on rolls, oatmeal, homebaked cake, and
coffee. Then Rabbi George Astrachan announced that in honor of
Hanukkah the city of Cranston will for the first time have community
observance of the feast at Temple Sinai, next year at Torat Israel,
alternating annually. After that he led in a discussion about Jonathan
Pollard, a civilian employee of the United States Navy, as intelligence
analyst, who admitted selling secrets to Israeli officials. He cited television
news analyst Ted Koppel's worrisome query: Can American Jews in
sensitive posts be trusted to put America above Israel?
At the end of the discussion we — now about 16 — went to the
synagogue, where Remmie Brown, Mohel Meyer Smith's grandson, chanted
the liturgy melodiously in keeping with traditional motifs, and Rabbi
Astrachan conducted the service and read the beginning of the week's
portion.
Sinai has a library of some 2,000 Judaica with Edith Grant as part-time
librarian. There are 200 children in the school and 375 families on the
congregation's roster. Eric Spitzer is president.
Temple Sinai began holding Friday night services March 7, 1958 at the
Greenwood Community Hall, Warwick, with the late Rabbi Daniel Davis of
the UAHC* as leader.
The present structure was put up in 1961. According to Rabbi George
Astrachan, "Temple Sinai's prospects for the future are bright. The
congregation has been attracting a large number of families, which is
evidenced by the fact that we now have, according to the Bureau of Jewish
Education, the largest elementary religious school in the suburbs of
Providence. We are confident that within the next 2-3 years we will be
approaching 400 families, and with the demographics for Rhode Island's
Jewish community indicating a southern movement, we are anticipating a
continuing growth into the 1990s."
Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard Avenue, Providence, Reform
6 December 1985, Sabbath Way-yesheb (Genesis 37:1-40:23) 8:15 p.m.
Service.
Beth-El is the name of the structure. The congregation's official name is
"Congregation of the Sons of Israel and David," a hybrid resulting from the
merger of the two congregations, Sons of Israel and Sons of David in 1874.
Sons of Israel was organized in 1854 and incorporated in 1855.

• U n i o n of American Hebrew Congregations.
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Because of inclement weather, the service was in the chapel with some 75
people present. Chaya Segal blessed the Sabbath candles. Rabbi Lawrence
Silverman conducted the service. Parts of it were chanted by Alice Solorow
and choir. Rabbi Leslie Gutterman, after contrasting life in repressive
Russia with life in free America, said that among other restrictions, the
giving of Hebrew names to Jewish children was prohibited in Bolshevik
Russia. He then bestowed the names Sarah Rivkah and Esther Ahavah
upon the two daughters of Jane and Jeffrey Sharfstein, grandchildren of Dr.
George and Betty Meissner, and Jack and Sylvia Sharfstein. Dr. Meissner
has since died. The girls' father Jeffrey chanted the Kiddush, at the end of
which Charles Lindenbaum uttered a hearty lechayim ("To Life").
Then there followed the Women's Plea for Soviet Jewry, prayerfully
called "Light their Way to Freedom." Geraldinfe Foster, Chaya Segal's
daughter and president of the Rhode Island Jewish Historical Association,
spoke briefly before introducing five readers. It is significant that Geraldine
Foster is the daughter of the late Beryl Segal, who wrote some twelve
children's stories about Hanukkah, the Festival of Freedom.
The readers were Dorothy (Mrs. Sidney) Fishbein, Grace (Mrs. Wesley)
Alpert, Elaine Hoffman, Marilyn (Mrs. Julius) Levine, and Marilyn (Mrs.
David) Rosenzweig.
After the readings Geraldine Foster said: "Today in the Soviet Union,
thousands of Jews are engaged in a struggle to break the political and social
and economic shackles that prevent them from leaving and attaining
cultural and religious freedom. Despite oppression, they champion their
Jewish identity and refuse to be engulfed or subverted. For them Hanukkah
is not just memory, but their experience. If we remain indifferent, then
Hanukkah loses its essential meaning for us and becomes no longer even
memory but merely a pleasant myth."
At the end of the service there was an Oneg Shabbat given by Dr. and
Mrs. George Meissner to honor the naming of their granddaughters.
Temple Beth-El has 1092 families. Its library, said to be the best
congregational library in the United States, numbers some 25,000 volumes,
and employs a full-time librarian. The congregation's president is
Melvin Zurier.
Rabbi Leslie Gutterman, senior Rabbi, writes as follows: "I am heartened
about the prospects for Beth-El's future. Programming for young families is
meeting with an enthusiastic response. There has been a modest increase in
school enrollment, it numbers 215, and the School is thriving under Rabbi
Lawrence Silverman's leadership. Robert (Rob) Goldberg, Executive
Director, and Allen Metz, librarian, bring a devotion to their tasks, and the
morale of the Temple is high! All of us feel in debt to Rabbi Braude's years
of consecrated service to the congregation. We are trying to emulate his
example."
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The congregation has a Sabbath morning service at 10 or 11 a.m. and at
5:45 p.m., a daily minyan. Its gabbai, (head), is Abraham Adelman.
Among Beth-El's congregants there are many men and women who with
scrupulous devotion serve the Jewish community, staff hospitals, teach in
academic institutions, hold responsible posts in the city and state
governments, and in the judiciary of Rhode Island and the United States.
Temple Torat Yisrael, 330 Park Avenue, Cranston, Conservative
7 December 1985, Sabbath morning Wav-yesheb, 9:30 a.m. to 12 noon.
The congregation's dramatic name, "Israel's Torah," resulted from several
mergers. Founded in 1948 as the Cranston Jewish Center, it was renamed
Temple Beth Torah in 1966, and in 1981, following union with Temple Beth
Israel (begun in 1921), it was renamed triumphantly Torat Yisrael.
Herbert Wagner and I arrived a little before 10:00 a.m. Ordinarily, on a
Sabbath morning, 40 to 50 people attend. But because of a Bar Mitzvah on
this Sabbath, there were some 175 people in attendance. The cantor,
Stephen Freed man, has a pleasant voice and is a sheliah sibbur, "true
emissary in prayer." Before the Torah was taken out, Franklin Prosnitz,
Torat Yisrael's president — recently designated Big Brother of the year —
walked down to my seat in the rear, invited me to come to the dais, and
seated me in a seat between him and Steven Lefkovitz, son of Jerome and
Rochelle, the Bar Mitzvah of the Sabbath.
Before the Torah was read, Rabbi David Rosen deepened our
understanding of Joseph's dreams by citing Rashba's (1235-1310) response,
and Rabbi Meir Berlin's (1880-1949) keen observations on the significance
or non-significance of dreams.
Max Rothkopf, a veteran reader, read the Torah. To cope with the length
of the portion of the week, and patience of worshipers, Torat Yisrael has a
novel approach: On Sabbath afternoon, rishon, or the first part of the
portion is read; on Mondays and Thursdays, sheni and shelishi, the second
and third parts are read; and on Sabbath morning the reading begins with
revii, the fourth part to the end of the portion of the week.
Steven the Bar Mitzvah of the day read not only maftir, the concluding
part in the Torah, and the Haftarah, but also led the musaf the additional
service.
Steven is writing to his age peer Aleksai Abramowitz of Russia, with
whom he is "twinned" in the observance of Bar Mitzvah. Thus far Steven
received no reply. Commenting on Steven's endeavor to do something for
his age peer in Russia, Rabbi Rosen told the following: Two men, earning
the same pay, living in the same apartment house were confronted in the
lobby of their apartment house by a frantic woman who had just been told
that if her husband is to remain alive, he needs a kidney machine, and she
doesn't have the money to purchase it. Whereupon one man expressing all
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manner of sympathy made out a $25.00 check. The second man, saying that
he was in a hurry, gave the woman a check for $100. "More important than
expression of concern," Rabbi Rosen concluded, "are acts that are helpful
— the kind of acts Steven is performing."
A luncheon followed the service.
Because of the congregation's complex history, the synagogue's lobby
displays five commemorative plaques:
1. A plaque commemorating the dedication of the Temple Beth Israel
Social Hall in September 1967.
2. A plaque commemorating the rededication of Temple Beth Israel in
March 1968 after a major fire (the temple was largely rebuilt).
3. A plaque commemorating the building of the present facility, in April
1962 (then known as Cranston Jewish Center).
4. A plaque commemorating the renaming of the Cranston Jewish
Center to Temple Beth Torah, October 1966.
5. A plaque commemorating the merger of Temple Beth Israel and
Temple Beth Torah, to become Temple Torat Yisrael, June 1981.
The congregation has some 750 families, and a library of more than 1500
volumes. Hanna Berman is librarian. In the school there are 160 students
through Bar/ Bat Mitzvah. Fifty of its post-Bar/ Bat students are enrolled in
the Harry Elkin Midrasha, which meets at Temple Torat Israel and Temple
Emanuel. Because many of the congregation's new members live in
Warwick, West Warwick, and East Greenwich, it is considering ways of
bringing its physical presence to those areas.
The congregation's leaders — lay and Rabbinic alike — are young, and
are eager to serve new areas of Jewish settlement in Rhode Island's southern
and western parts.
In sum: During the summer and fall months of 1985 I attended Sabbath
services in seven Orthodox synagogues. Two of them B'nai Yaakov on
Douglas Avenue and Shaare Zedek — Sons of Abraham on Broad Street,
both of Providence, have no Jews in their vicinity, and their future is
problematic. One, Mishkan Tfiloh on Summit Avenue, in Providence,
though led well by Rabbi Philip Kaplan, is made up largely of older people.
Another, Ohawe Sholam of Pawtucket, has more young people and may
conceivably draw on the reservoir in Pawtucket. The remaining three,
Chabad House on Hope Street in Providence, Providence Hebrew Day
School on Elmgrove Avenue, and Beth Sholom — Sons of Zion on
Rochambeau Avenue in Providence, draw young people, many of them
intellectuals who serve on the faculties of schools of higher learning in the
area. The smallness in numbers is more than made up by worshipers'
intensity of purpose and devotion. The vibrancy within the walls of those
synagogues clearly promises life and growth.

A Sabbath

Tour of Synagogues

in Providence and

Vicinity

355

Finally: The three Conservative congregations in the Providence area
number 2170 family units; the three Reform congregations number 1595
such units; the seven Orthodox congregations number 430 such units,
bringing the total to 4195 units. In addition, the congregations in Westerly,
Narragansett, Woonsocket and Bristol with an estimated membership of
250, raise the grand total to 4445. Hence, one may state conservatively that
out of the 22,000 Jews in the State of Rhode Island, 11,137* are affiliated
with congregations.

• A s s u m i n g a family unit consists of two and a half people, 4435 multiplied by two
and one half gives a total of 11,137.
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" H A R R Y " , a pen-and-ink sketch by Herbert L. Fink.
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HARRY
BY M I C H A E L

FINK

I met only one grandparent, Harry H. Fink. By the time I was born he was
already living at 112 Summit Avenue in Providence. It was a twin house that
shared a common driveway with the house of his brother Zelig. Each
household contained four children, plus guests and, during the Depression,
boarders. Harry and his brother also maintained twin cottages in Oakland
Beach. Harry was raising a new, American family with a second wife, Clara,
who was also my maternal great aunt.
I thought him a fine-looking man, but with his deep creases and silvery
mustache could not conceive of him young. Just days before he died in June
1968 at the age of 87, Harry Fink wrote a journal of memories which may
prove to be of some historic interest, for they create direct, sensory scenes
from a route toward Rhode Island traveled by many other Rhode Island
Jews of his generation.
Born in Rumania, an eldest son with a gymnasium education in Jassy,
Harry went alone from there to London, where he learned the trade of
upholstery, married and started his first family. He sailed with them from
England to Canada. Montreal makes the briefest entry in his journal,
probably because it was there his wife Mirel (Bercovitz) died shortly after a
childbirth. Her parents raised the boy there, Samuel Raphael. Harry left for
New York, where his mother and a sister had settled. Zelig came later
directly to Providence. Thus Harry did not pass through Ellis Island. From
New York, Harry relocated to Rhode Island and opened an upholstery
factory called Fink Brothers, which occupied a building opposite the present
Rhode Island Hospital. As a gifted tufter in the gilded Edwardian age, he
had moved among the stately homes of England, becoming court
upholsterer to King George V. His influence upon our local community lay
in this skill he had acquired in London. At the top of its form, Fink Brothers
employed about a hundred persons, but it was not to be an eternal
emporium. Labor and union problems and pressures, the fact that the retail
end of furniture was more profitable than the manufacturing start of
Michael Fink is editor of Rhode
Rhode

Island Jewish

Island Jewish

Historical

Notes
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Finkelstein's of L o n d o n C. 1910: Harry stands 9th f r o m the left. Here he acquired both a
trade and a last name.

Fink Brothers of Providence C. 1935: Harry stands 11th f r o m the left, 2nd row. His son
Moe stands at his left. His brother Zelig stands 4 persons to his right.
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Harry

furniture, and perhaps an excess of relations drawing salaries during the
Depression, were contributing factors to its demise.
After the failure of his enterprise, Harry, or Hirsch, embodied the proud
disappointments of the time. He became a kind of surreal poem in the flesh.
His youngest son from his second marriage, Herbert L. Fink, presently
distinguished professor at the University of Southern Illinois, liked to draw
his dad at his studio dozing in an unfinished chair, or asleep with a book in
his garden, or at leisure in his two-piece woolen bathing suit at Narragansett
Beach. His eldest son, Moe, my father, called him "Henry," and liked to
regale him with off-color jokes, half in Yiddish. To his grandchildren he was
"The Old Gent." Journalists liked to portray him in words. Ben Bagdikian in
a Providence Sunday Journal rotogravure portrait of Harry in 1946 in his
small stove-heated studio near the former Fink Brothers, describes his thus:
Fink is by birth Romanian. A continental. He has the air
of a count in a novel of European intrigue by E. Philips
Oppenheim. He smokes a cigarette in a holder. Fink has
been around. In the Boer War Fink went to Johannesburg
to upholster saddle pads for the British cavalry so it wouldn't
'urt so much being chased by bloody Boer. Time was when
Fink was the leading Providence upholsterer. Novices of
the art studied with him, spread through the east the fame
of Fink and "Fink's College." Fink has the air of one who
might well have conferred degrees in arm chairs, settees and
chaise lounges, magna cum velveteen. Despite adverse circumstances Fink has survived . . .

SPRING Smoking a philosophic cigarette, Finlt is
pictured in tender contemplation of early buds.

SUMMER. And now Fink's heavenly tree is really
starting to go to town and spread some shade.

"A T R E E G R O W S ON E D D Y

STREET'
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On s t o c k o o n o i s t i n g p r i n c i p a l l y of f u r n i t u r e , in t h e rough
o r in p r o c e s s , o r f i n i s h e d , t h e i r own or t h e p r o p e r t y of o t h e r s
f o r whioh t h e y may be r e s p o n s i b l e , s u p p l i e s of a l l kinds usual
t o t h s i r b u s i n e s s , m a t e r i a l s f o r c o v e r i n g and f i n i s h i n g f u r n i t u r e ,
sewing machines, t o o l s , implements and a p p a r a t u s , improvements,
s i g n s and awnings in and on t h e b u i l d i n g , o f f i o e and shop f u r n i t u r e
and f i x t u r e s of every d e s c r i p t i o n ; a l l while c o n t a i n e d in b r i o k
b u i l d i n g and basement, s i t u a t e d #79 South Main S t r e e t , in
P r o v i d e n c e , R.I.
Trading with t h e Enemy Clause a t t a c h e d .

Harry H. Fink was the founder of the first Providence, Rhode Island Fink
family. For this writer, he represented the major themes of a family
tradition. Jewish pride in education, a Rumanian, even a Gypsy, delight in
dance and merriment. A British — Edwardian or Georgian — sense of
reserve and the dignity of domicile. A Canadian feeling of frontier promise,
a New York respect for development, and finally for nearly half a century, a
Providence, Rhode Island sense of privacy, almost of hibernation. I used to
stare at him as a youngster, to study his "historic" features. He looked like
what he was: a dashing figure with a Tartar — perhaps a Khazar? — cast of
features, the high cheekbones and almond eyes, narrow, long sculptured
nose, cleft chin, strong veiny hairy hands and a rather cool, witty, courteous
mien. Under a creased hat and behind the curling blue smoke of the
perennial cigarette or occasional Manhattan cocktail, he had flair.

Harry
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E X C E R P T S F R O M A J O U R N A L O F J U N E 1 9 6 7 W R I T T E N IN
R H O D E ISLAND

HOSPITAL

Each page is written both in Yiddish and

English.

This is my life story. It is written with my Hand all I can remember I hope
you like it. I'll write what I call my personal experience with my life and
leave it to you.
My room is very clean and I like to stay in it. My partner in the room is a
cripple. One leg has been taken off and he must wait to make him an
artificial one so that he can walk with it. I am very sorry that I cannot help
him but I will do all I can to make it easy for him. I will try to give him a lift
with my story.
RUMANIA

My father will give me a beating for skating on the Baclui. Now Spring
has arrived here and we must stay away from the Bachlui because the water
runs off very fast and it might catch us and pull us away from the shore so
therefore we have to stay in the house and be safe until the water is gone.

Left: Harry with wife Mirel and son Moe, London, 1905. Right: Harry with his wife Clara
and daughter Edith. Providence. 1925.
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Now that spring is over it is safer to go out and try to get some fruit. All of
boys go out in the field where the fruit grows and get some for ourselves. It is
nice to get good apples and pears. Also plums and grapes and then bring it
home for all of us. That we do with no trouble at all. Now we are back
home.
1 have a professor who is very learned. I am living in the second largest
city in Rumania, it is called Jassy it is a nice place to live, I will have all my
friends come to visit me. Bucurest is the capital city, I have never been there.
I intend to go there very soon, because I would like to see it.
LONDON

1 am going to apprentice for an upholsterer at Glanzstein and Finkelstein.
I am very happy to learn the trade I'll try to pick it up easy and fast, because
they say it is easy to make money that way. I am going to smoke because
they claim that the beard grows faster when you smoke. I am already
smoking a long time and I have already begun to shave. I am shaving once a
week and that is enough for me. I am starting to go out with the girls and
pretty soon I will get engaged to one of them and maybe I will eventually get
married. So things are going fast and I have to meet with it and watch my
step.
My wife was a very goodlooking girl and very sharp. My heirat (wedding)
was in the Stepny Green Synagogue. It was a beautiful wedding. I had a nice
crowd. Since then I stopped in the synagogue and had a lot of friends visit
us. I got married in London and my son Moe was born in London. I am
going to write a few lines about Whitechapel. It is all Jewish and you can't
find a English man for a bargain. London is quite a big city. I am learning to
cut slip covers and I will be happy to go working in people's homes and
measure for them. I am now a very busy Person cutting covers. London you
know is the capital of England.
Now I am getting ready to move to America where we intend to stop for
always. They say you can rich quick and 1 will not be behind. I will go about
my business.
CANADA

I am going to take a boat to Montreal and I will write about the Boat. In
the first place the Boat is a Big one and it takes a lot of people to ride on it,
and the captain and sailors. There is plenty of room and everybody is
comfortable so we will take it easy and not disturb anybody. By the time we
get to Montreal it wilT be worth the labor.
NEW

YORK

There I will meet my mother and all my relatives especially the children of
my sister, and also my brother-in-law Edil Neiderman. He is a good sport
and you can have a lot of fun. Neiderman is looking for a store he wants to
go in a hardware store and I am willing to help him find one. Now 1 have
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arrived in New York and we go about our business and it makes you feel
good. You see in New York anything you care to see and you don't mind it. I
am not going to miss a trick and it is a wonderful trick to be in New York
and watch everything else that is to see.
(After he moved to Providence and created Fink Brothers, his buyer and
also friend at the Outlet Company Department Store was a man named
William or Bill Smith, to whom he refers in a passage about a business trip
to New York.) In New York I met Bill Smith so we went together and we
stopped to make a Shnaps in one of the pay toilets. We took the shnaps
while sitting in the toilet it makes it romantic.
*

*

*

This fragmented journal cannot convey the vigor and style of the man
who was Harry H. Fink. But it presents a few vivid, almost dadaist, glimpses
taken from a lifetime of dramatic changes. Born before the century of
technological marvels, Harry's final thoughts were of the feel of water, the
taste of fruit, the adventures and discoveries of work and love, friendship
and family, and the urge to succeed and survive. Finally, the will to
remember and the willingness to share those memories. It is the shard of a
chronicle and implies a vanished world of experiences.
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R H O D E ISLAND JEWISH HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION
THIRTY-SECOND ANNUAL MEETING
April 27, 1986
The Thirty-Second Annual Meeting of the Rhode Island Jewish
Historical Association was held in the Jewish Community Center on
Sunday, April 27, 1986. The meeting was convened at 2:30 P.M. by Barbara
and Sidney Long, co-chairpeople of the meeting. They thanked their
committee, as well as Eleanor Horvitz, Rhode Island Jewish Historical
Association librarian and archivist, for her display. They referred to
Geraldine Foster's publication, The Jews in Rhode Island, as a valuable
asset to one's library collection.
Geraldine Foster, President of the Rhode Island Jewish Historical
Association then thanked the Longs for chairing the Annual Meeting. She
also thanked Toby Rossner and the Bureau of Jewish Education for their
help in creating the display on Jews in Rhode Island. Mrs. Foster noted that
several local scholars use the library's resources. Requests are varied and
information is sent across the country from the files of the Rhode Island
Jewish Historical Association, a resource center of the Jews of Rhode
Island. Mrs. Foster expressed her gratitude to Michael Fink, editor of the
Rhode Island Jewish Historical Association's Notes and to the writers of its
articles. She then posed the question, "What are we, of the Rhode Island
Jewish Historical Association, not doing that should be done?" In
considering new directions to explore, the Association will consult with
Bernard Wax, President of the American Jewish Historical Association. A
report on that study will presented at next year's Annual Meeting. Mrs.
Foster then extended kudos to Mrs. Horvitz for her outstanding work as
librarian and archivist.
In her report, Eleanor Horvitz commented: "History is recreated every
time an article of memorabilia is donated to the Rhode Island Jewish
Historical Association." This year the Association received materials from
the Jewish Home for the Aged, the Temple Beth-El Artist Series of the
1950's, the Jews of South Providence, the Jewish Orphanage of Rhode
Island, among others. The Association's goals are acquisitions, service to
researchers, and genealogical data.
Michael Fink, editor of the Notes, who recently made a film about
Holocaust survivors in Rhode Island entitled "Here We Live Again" teaches
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at the Rhode Island School of Design. He thanked Jerome Spunt, Dr.
Seebert Goldowsky, Geraldine Foster, and Eleanor Horvitz. He also
thanked Jacqueline Teverow and Zelda Gourse for their service as
proofreaders. He acknowledged the influence of Rabbi William Braude on
him, in helping him to appreciate tradition; he also noted the importance of
Rhode Island's 350th Anniversary as a vehicle to understand our own roots
and traditions.
Sidney Long presented the budget for 1986-87 for Treasurer Bernard E.
Bell who was unable to be at the meeting. (See attached.) In addition, he
gave a summary report of the Association's financial standing. A suggestion
was made to combine the personal line in deference to confidentiality. Mrs.
Foster entertained a motion to dispense with the reading of the secretary's
minutes of the last annual meeting and the midwinter meeting. Motion was
seconded and passed.
Mrs. Foster thanked Mrs. Bertha Kasper for her dedicated seven years of
service as bookkeeper to the Rhode Island Jewish Historical Association.
The membership unanimously approved a motion to make her an honorary
life member. Mrs. Foster then thanked Jerome Spunt for always being
available.
Mr. Spunt reported on an amendment to the by-laws. In response to an
idea by Sanford I. Kroll, the Association would like to establish an
Endowment Committee. Dr. Goldowsky made a motion to adopt the
proposal; it will be ratified at the next membership meeting.
Mr. Spunt, chairman of the nominating committee, presented the slate for
1986-87. In includes: Geraldine S. Foster, President; Stanley B. Abrams,
Vice-President; Ruth Page, Secretary; Bernard E. Bell, Treasurer; Members
at Large are: Mrs. Arthur (Ruth) Fixler, Dr. and Mrs. Seebert Goldowsky,
Dr. Sidney Goldstein, Jeremiah J. Gorin, Zelda F. Gourse, Mrs. Abraham
Horvitz (Eleanor), Sanford I. Kroll, Bernard Kusinitz, Mr. and Mrs. Sidney
Long, Louis I. Sweet, Melvin I. Zurier. Past Presidents, include: Dr. Seebert
J. Goldowsky, Dr. Marvin Pitterman, Benton H. Rosen, Jerome B. Spunt
and Erwin E. Strasmich. Michael Fink is editor of the Notes. Dr. Goldowsky
moved that the nominations be closed and that the Secretary cast one ballot
in favor of the slate. It was so moved.
Speaker for the Annual Meeting was Dr. David Neiman, associate
Professor of Theology at Boston College. His topic was, "The American
Experience: The Transformation of Jewish Life." Professor Neiman
discussed the mystery of events which affected our people greatly, and how
history has transformed us. In essence his remarks concluded that in
Europe, Jews were a nation; in America Jews are a religion. In Europe, Jews
were unassimilable; in America, Jews assimilated. Professor Neiman's
thought-provoking and insightful talk was followed by a lively question and
answer session.
The meeting was adjourned at 4:30 P.M. A collation followed.
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NECROLOGY — 1986
BENJAMIN BRIER, born in Austria, son of the late Rachel
(Rubin) and Abraham D. Brier.
Mr. Brier was a founder of the former Brier Manufacturing
Company and its president until he retired in 1972. He was also
a past president of the Manufacturing Jewelers & Silversmiths
of America. He was active in many organizations serving as a past
president of the Miriam Hospital, of the former Jewish
Orphanage of Rhode Island and of Camp JORI. His many civic
and philanthropic activities included Jewish Federation of Rhode
Island, the United Way, Temple Emanuel, the Jewish Community
Center, Roger Williams Lodge of B'nai B'rith in which
organizations he held positions as officer or board member.
Benjamin Brier was an Army veteran of World War I.
Died in West Palm Beach, Florida on February 17, 1986 at
the age of 88.
MELVIN A. CHERNICK, born in Providence, Rhode Island, a son
of the late Tillie (Berger) and Israel Chernick.
A partner in the law firm of Adelson and Chernick, he was
past president of the Rhode Island Bar Association and a member
of the Rhode Island Supreme Court Disciplinary Board.
Mr. Chernick was a 1946 graduate of Brown University and a
1950 graduate of Boston University Law School.
Melvin A. Chernick was a World War II Navy veteran. He
was active as a board member of Temple Emanuel, and of the
Jewish Community Center. He served as president of the Brown
Navy Club and was an adjunct instructor at the University of
Rhode Island.
Died in Providence on November 3, 1986 at the age of 62.
ESTHER FORMAL, born in Russia, a daughter of the late Fannie
(Polonsky) and Menachem M. Gladstein.
Mrs. Formal was a member of Hadassah, the Jewish Home for
the Aged, the Providence Hebrew Day School, Pioneer Women
as well as several other Jewish organizations.
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Died in Providence on January 10, 1986.
ROSETTA GALKIN, born in Saskatchewan, Canada, a daughter of
the late Rebecca (Kofsky) Wasserman.
Mrs. Galkin attended the University of California, Los
Angeles. She was a member of the Meshanticut Valley Garden
Club, the Audubon Society of Rhode Island, the Nature Conservancy, Greenpeace. She was also a member of Temple Torat
Israel, Jewish Home for the Aged, the Miriam Hospital and the
Jewish Federation of Rhode Island.
She died in Boston on November 26, 1986.
BERNICE E. GERSTEIN, born in Lynn, Massachusetts, a daughter
of Eva Finkelman and the late George Finkelman.
A founding member of the Trinity Repertory Theatre, Mrs.
Gerstein was a director, writer, and producer in amateur theatre
productions. She was a graduate of Burdett College, Massachusetts and also attended Providence College. A member of
Temple Emanuel she was also past president of its garden club.
Active in garden clubs, she was vice president of the R.I. Federation of Garden clubs. Among the organizations to which she was
a member were the Jewish Federation of Rhode Island, Jewish
Home for the Aged, National Council of Jewish Women, and
several other groups.
Died in Providence on March 10, 1986 at the age of 67.
LEONARD Y. GOLDMAN, born in Providence, a son of the late
Frances (Levy) and James Goldman.
Mr. Goldman graduated from Cornell University in 1935. He
was a member of many organizations: the Rhode Island Jewish
Historical Association, B'nai Brith, Ledgemont Country Club,
Jewish Community Center, Redwood Lodge of Masons, Providence Rotary Club, among others. He also served as a board
member of the Jewish Home for the Aged and Camp JORI, as
well as Temple Emanuel, He was an Army veteran of World War
II and served as a captain.
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Died in Providence on July 24, 1986 at the age of 73.
S. SAMUEL KESTENMAN, born in Providence, a son of the late
Pauline (Garr) and Max Kestenman.
President of Kestenman Brothers Manufacturing Company, he
was active in the Jewelry manufacturing industry for more than
35 years. He was past president of the Jewish Family Service and
a past president of the Providence Jewelers Club. A member of
the board of trustees of Temple Emanuel, he also served as
president of their Men's Club.
He graduated from Rhode Island State College in 1950 and was
a Korean War Army veteran.
Died in Providence on January 13, 1986 at the age of 56.
DR. GEORGE MEISSNER, born in Vienna, Austria.
Dr. Meissner immigrated to Canada after the German occupation of Austria, and received his medical degree from Queen's
University in Kingston, Ontario in 1943. He also served in the
Royal Canadian Medical Corps. He served his residency in
Pathology at the Boston City Hospital.
He was appointed associate director of Pathology at the Rhode
Island Hospital in 1966 and directed the sections of coagulation
and autopsy pathology for many years.
Dr. Meissner was an expert particularly in blood coagulation,
and was an outstanding teacher in the residency training program
at Rhode Island Hospital. He was a member of several national
pathology associations.
Died in Providence on March 12, 1986 at the age of 70.
DAVID SUGERMAN, born in Central Falls, a son of the late Goldie
(Flint) and Morris Sugerman.
Mr. Sugerman was executive vice president of Monet, Providence. He was a lobbyist at the State House for the AARP and
was on the Governor's Commission for the Handicapped. He was
a member of Temple Torat Yisrael, B'nai B'rith, Redwood
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Masonic Lodge and the Shriners. He also served as past
commander of the Narragansett Bay Power Squadron. Mr.
Sugerman was a 1935 graduate of Brown University.
Died in Cranston on August 13, 1986 at the age of 73.
E D M U N D WALDMAN, born in Providence, a son of the late Jennie
(Smira) and Samuel Waldman.
In 1931 he founded the Walco Electric Company and served as
president until his retirement in 1975. He also founded the Walco
Power Service, an electrical contracting firm, and the Walco
Handling Company. He attended Brown University and was a
graduate of Columbia University in 1928. He was a member of
Temple Beth-El, the Jewish Home for the Aged and Roger
Williams Lodge of B'nai B'rith.
Mr. Waldman was a member of the Providence Engineering
Society, and Ledgemont Country Club. An avid yachtsman, he
was a member of the Old Court Cove Yacht Club in North Palm
Beach, Florida. In 1977 he was named a Rhode Island Commodore by Governor Frank Licht.
Died on February 23, 1986 at the age of 80.
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ERRATA
Page 261. 2nd line, 6th p a r a g r a p h . Should read to dress "us" up.
Page 265. The teacher referred to as Miss Church is Annie L. Church of the J o h n Howland
Elementary School.

