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NOTES 
Errata 

In our last issue, (June 1955), on page 152, line 8, the word "explicit" 
should read "implicit," and there should be commas after the words 
"rights" and "applicable," and in line 9, the pronoun "himself," should 
follow the name "Williams" so that the quotation should have read: 

While full political and civil rights, universally applicable, 
seem implicit in Roger Williams' teachings, it is questionable 
if Williams, himself, was in reality willing to go that far. 

-V. i i 

Research Scholarship Dinner 
The editor addressed a dinner held Tuesday evening, September 20th, 

at the Ledgemont Country Club on the subject "Jewish History? Who 
needs it?" He was introduced by Mr. Arthur J. Levy, who spoke of the 
accomplishments of the Association, Mr. John E. Sapinsley presided. 
The Association gratefully acknowledges the warmhearted support of 
Messrs. Fred Abrams, Leonard Abrams, Dr. Nathan A. Bolotow, 
Benjamin Brier, Charles Brier, Dr. Ilie Berger, Louis A. Chasan, 
Irving I. Cokcn, Benjamin Falk, Max L. Grant, Burleigh Greenberg, 
Benjamin W. Grossman, Fred Greifcr, Irving M. Kritz, Arthur J. Levy, 
Hon. Frank Licht. Max Margolis, Israel Medoff, Samuel J. Medoff, 
David Meyers, William Meyers, Samuel Rosen, John M. Sapinsley, 
Milton C. Sapinsley, Harry A. Schwartz, Max Sicgal, Edwin Soforenko, 
Max Winograd and A. M. Zextcr. 

Medical Education in Rhode Island 
We have had the pleasure of reading an article entitled, "The Begin-

nings of Medical Education in Rhode Island" by Dr. Seebert J. Goldow-
sky, a member of our association. The paper is scholarly, interesting, 
and instructive and is appearing in the Rhode Island Medical Journal. 

-x- -s- -x-
Roger Williams 

"Smallest in the sisterhood of states, Rhode Island has a glory all her 
own, arising from the principles in her constitution coeval with her 
origin. Hers has been the fame of liberty of conscience. She was the 
first state, in the history of the world, to inaugurate the Divine doctrine 
. . . prior to the 'living experiment' of Roger Williams, the instance of 
the complete separation of church and state had not been known in the 
world since the days of the first Christian Churches." 

Rev. Frcderic Dcnison, Westerly and its Witnesses (1626-1876) 
87 Providence 1878. 

229 
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A Stuart Portrait 
The Jews of colonial Newport employed such advanced business 

methods that young men who "sought superior commercial training 
attached themselves to the Jewish merchants.1 One of these young men 
was Samuel Rodman who, at an early age, was taken under the wing 
of Abraham Rodriquez Rivera.2 He so admired the character and per-
sonality of Jacob R. Rivera to whom he was attached that he asked him 
to sit for his portrait, which was painted by Gilbert Stuart and now 
hangs in the Redwood Library in Newport, the gift of a Rodman des-
cendant. Walter Rodman, on October 21, 1751 owned a quarter of 
the sloop, "Good Intent" with Issachar Pollack who owned three-
quarters. Subsequently, Robert Jenkins, Jr. became a half owner.'5 

1 Hannah R. London, Portraits oj Jews, 49 New York 1927. 
2Genealogy of th.e Rodman Family 1620-1686, by Charles Henry Jones, Phila-

delphia 1886. 
Archives of the State of Rhode Island, Admiralty Records V I I I , 50, 51. 

Washington Letter 
The letter which President George Washington addressed to the 

Hebrew Congregation at Newport is celebrated annually in Newport 
and since the letter has come into the possession of Mr. Morgenstern, 
copies have been circulated far and wide, emphasizing the liberal senti-
ments therein embodied. However, a little over a hundred years ago 
the Jewish press published the copy of the Address of the Hebrew con-
gregation from which President Washington quoted. In its issue of 
December 27, 1850, "The Asmonean" wrote "We have not before us 
the answer of General George Washington, but it was equally just and 
complimentary to the patriotism of the Jewish people." 

* -x- * 
''A Damn d Unjust Tax" 

Jewish writers have frequently pointed out that Jews were regarded 
as "Strangers" in the colony, implying that they were singled out as such. 
However, as we have previously stated, the term had political applica-
tion to transients in the colony without regard to race, nationality or 
religion.1 The Act passed in 1738 to assess such "Forreigners and 
Strangers" was found to be ineffective. "Hawkers and Pedlars" hired 
a shop or room from an inhabitant and sold their goods through agents, 
reaped considerable profit, pulled up stakes and escaped the obligation 
of contributing to the support of the town. 

Therefore the General Assembly passed an Act June 1750, authoriz-
ing the Towns to appoint assessors to appraise the quantity of European 
goods offered for sale and, in their discretion, to assess the vendors, if 
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Strangers, according to the "Largeness" of their trade.2 One of the first 
"Strangers" to run afoul of this law was Robert Jenkins, Jr., the scion 
of a well-known Boston family who came to Newport and did a large 
business in comparison with that done in our own day. He had shares 
in many ventures in trade, commerce, ships and shipping as well as a 
spermaceti refinery, involving thousands of pounds. His account book 
contains the following entry for June 6, 1751: 

Paid Joseph Proud a Damn'd Unjust Tax assessed by Sylvester 
Carr and Proud, on me as a Stranger, which Tax is unjust as per 
their acknowledgement in my Record Book this Day. 

One Hundred Pounds, a Rate never before paid by one man in 
this Government & pray God may be the last unreasonable Rate 
that for the Futher (Future) shall be paid.'1 

] Rhode Island Jewish Historical Notes, I , No. 2, Dec. 1954. 
-Archives State of Rhode Island, Public Laws 1750. 
3Account Book o/ Robert Jenkins Jr. (1747-1753), Rhode. Island Historical Soci-

ety, called to our attention by Librarian, Clarkson A. Collins 3d. 
* * 

Jewish Population of Colonial Newport 
Political speakers in the past and recent Jewish writers have grossly-

exaggerated the Jewish population, ascribing the number as 1200. 
There is no census for the period and therefore we cannot know the 

exact number but there are standards by which we can arrive at the 
reasonable conclusion that it was less than two hundred.1 First, there 
are the family names which from 1677 to 1822 total only 40; secondly, 
there arc the statements of a contemporary, Rev. Ezra Stiles in 1762 
that there were 15 Jewish families consisting of 58 persons and in 1771 
that there were 25 families (George C. Mason erroneously attributed 
the Stiles figure for the number of persons to the number of families); 
thirdly, we have the list of members of a Jewish club formed in 1761 
on which there arc only 9 names; fourth, we know that the population 
of Newport in 1774 was a little over 9000; and finally we know that 
religious institutions build not only for their total membership but also 
provide a margin for future expansion. Touro Synagogue, dedicated in 
1763, had a seating capacity of 60 on the first floor, which has since 
been increased to the present seating capacity of 138 by the addition of 
seats in front of the Bimah (reading platform) and in front of the 
benches along the wall.2 

If the accomplishments of the Jewish community of Newport are 
entitled to acclaim as those of a community of 1200, they are the more 


