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T H E EARLY HISTORY OF TEMPLE EMANU-EL
BY RABBI ISRAEL M . GOLDMAN*

Introduction
Temple Emanu-El, standing on its lofty green hilltop on the East
Side of Providence, has become with its arching dome a notable landmark in the community. The message over its portals, taken from
the 5th chapter, the 6th verse in the Book of Amos, "Seek Ye The
Lord And Live," has become a living legend.
Many are still alive who remember the beginnings of Temple
Emanu-El. They speak with fond recollection of those meaningful
events of bygone days. But even the strongest and the most cherished
memories etched on the human mind fade with the passage of the
years. It is important therefore to record the story of the beginnings
of Temple Emanu-El. This story goes back to 1924.
In telling of the early years of the congregation the following
sources have been used: L—The Minute Books of Temple Emanu-El
kept so lovingly and written with fine literary flourish by the first
secretary, Charles Brown. 2—The files of the late Judge Philip C.
Joslin, first president of the congregation. These files are remarkable
for their fulness and systematic arrangement. S—The files of the
United Synagogue of America. 4—The correspondence files of the
writer of this article and also those of the Temple. 5—The daily
newspapers, namely, the Providence Journal and the Evening Bulletin
of Providence.
T h e writer had the honor of being the first Rabbi of this congregation and was a participant in most of the events herein recorded.
CHAPTER I

"In the

Beginning"

How did Temple Emanu-El have its beginning? It did not arise in
isolation. It came into being as part of a strong nation-wide revival
in traditional Judaism which began during the First World War and
continued thereafter. This renewed interest in Judaism came at a
*Rabbi Goldman, the first Rabbi of Temple Emanuel-El, served from 1925 to
1948. He is presently Rabbi of Congregation Chizuk-Amunoh, Baltimore, Maryland.
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time of general economic prosperity. Religious zeal, coupled with material blessings, resulted at about that time in the erection of many
synagogues and temples in various parts of the country.
This general situation found its counterpart in Providence. At the
close of World War I many Jewish families began to move to the
East Side of the city, which was becoming the new residential section
of the community. Among the Jewish families who had been living
on the East Side for many years and their newer neighbors, stirrings
of Jewish religious interest became stronger and stronger. Where
would they worship? Where would their children attend Jewish
schools? These Were questions that were persistently being asked.
Even more profound problems arose: "What form of religious Worship would be most helpful and inspiring to us and to our families?"
"What kind of Jewish education should we afford our children?"
"What manner of religious instruction would be most appealing to
our youth?" Questions Such as these led to the conclusion for many
that only a hew congregation on the East Side of Providence, which
should be a Conservative congregation, could fully solve all the
problems.
It was not very long before word of these stirrings and strivings
reached the United Synagogue of America with its offices in New
York City. On February 8, 1924, Rabbi Samuel M. Cohen, the Executive Director of the United Synagogue, addressed a letter to Philip
C. Joslin, then the Speaker of the House of Representatives of Rhode
Island, which may be called the first chapter in the Book of Genesis
of Temple Emanu-El. Rabbi Cohen wrote: " T h e United Synagogue
of America has been interested for some time in the Jewish situation
at Providence . . . . We feel it is a great pity that hundreds and perhaps thousands of young people should be slowly estranged from the
faith of their fathers because nothing is done to present that faith to
them in a modern way so that they may appreciate its holiness and
its beauty. This is all the more pitiful when one considers that there
are so many splendid men and women in Providence who, under
proper leadership, would more than gladly band themselves together
to create the right institution. Knowing something of your position
in the Providence community, I am writing to you to ask whether
you would not interest yourself in this great cause to the glory of our
God and our people. If you would call a conference of a number of
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your friends, we would be glad to send a representative of the United
Synagogue to talk over the whole situation and to see whether some
plan cannot be formulated by which Providence may be able to save
itself for traditional Judaism."
Obviously, this communication was warmly received, for less than
two weeks later, on February 21, Joslin replied as follows: "I am in
receipt of your letter of the 8th inst. in which you write me of the
interest of the United Synagogue of America in the Jewish situation
at Providence and suggesting that I initiate a conference of Providence
people to study the question and offering to send us a representative
to help. I want to assure you that I am warmly interested in this
question. It is plainly evident that our faith is rapidly losing ground,
and unless something is done to check the indifference and apathy
which is on the daily increase, particularly among our growing children and young folks, that numberless of our people will be estranged
and forever lost to the faith of their ancestry and, in fact, to all religious faith. I have a firm conviction that an appeal in a tongue and
under conditions which are most tasteful to our modern American
life, yet not forgetting the fundamentals, the traditions and the ideals
of Judaism, is the way to the solution of the problem. I know of
nothing to which I would more readily lend myself than to this work.
I am not so situated that I can immediately go to work at it, but
hope in the near future to find the time for the preliminary work and
for the conference you suggest."
T h e comprehensive manner in which Joslin expressed his ideas
prompted the United Synagogue of America to reply on March 4.
" . . . you expressed the situation so well and so forcefully that publicity to it will do our cause a great deal of good. We would like to
use it to stimulate other communities in similar directions." His
comments were printed widely in the Anglo-Jewish press of the country, and thus it came about that the beginnings of Temple Emanu-El
received nation-wide notice.
Words were soon translated into action. On Wednesday evening,
April 2, less than two months after the initial correspondence with
the United Synagogue, a conference of fifteen people was held at the
home of Philip and Dorothy Joslin at 148 Prospect Street in Providence. This meeting really marks the beginning of the congregation.
It is a significant date to record—April 2, 1924.
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A telegram from Joslin to Rabbi Cohen, dated April 3, reported
the meeting as follows: "Conference of fifteen at my home last night
relative to organization of new temple proved most encouraging. Next
conference, to which fifty more will be invited, scheduled for Thursday
evening, April 10. Can you attend that night to give us inspiring talk
and assistance in formulating plans? If Thursday inconvenient, make
it following Monday or Tuesday."
Rabbi Cohen wired that he would come on Tuesday, April 15, in
reply to which Joslin wrote: "I was very glad to receive your telegram
stating that you would be with us on Tuesday, April 15. We are expecting to have a large gathering and I feel confident that the meeting
will result in a definite decision to organize a new temple. I am also
hopeful that we will make a real start in obtaining the necessary
funds for the carrying out of our program." An impression of this
April 15 meeting can be gleaned from the letter of Rabbi Cohen
written the day after, in which he says: "First of all I want to congratulate you on the splendid way in which you have conducted the
meeting last night, and the excellent response you have secured. I am
confident that the movement under your leadership will be an unqualified success." T h e idea for a new Temple had progressed to the
point of discussing a name for the congregation. During the weeks
that immediately followed, plans for the future Temple Emanu-El
began to take form. On May 7 and May 16 land was purchased and
paid for. Five parcels of land were bought on "that certain plat of
land entitled 'Botanical Gardens Plat, Providence, R. I . ' " As the
name implies, this tract of land had been used for generations by
Brown University as a Botanical Garden on which many rare and
beautiful trees, plants, and flowers had been grown. Thus it came
about that land originally used for educational purposes was the site
chosen for the erection of an institution dedicated to religion. T h e
selection of this land further established a close relationship between
the congregation and Brown University in that the Temple stands
adjacent to the Brown University Stadium and the Aldrich Gymnasium. All told, there were acquired 36,725 square feet of land purchased at a price of over $30,000. This sum was raised from about
50 donors. T h e land was purchased through Allie Zura from the
United Land Company.
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T h e following individuals through financial gifts made possible the
purchase of the land: Benjamin L. Alper, Benjamin D. Basok,
Herman Bernstein, Morris Blackman, Ernest Blazar, Joseph Blazar,
Samuel Blazar, Maurice W. Bliss, Morris Blistein, Benjamin Brier,
Charles Brown, Maurice Cohen, Sol Cohen, Joseph L. Coplan, Israel
L. Edelstein, Louis Fain, Charles Fierstein, Abe V. Flink, Casper
Frank, Haskell Frank, Samuel Goldberger, Abraham Golden, Mrs.
Albert Goldsmith, Bernard Goldstein, Benjamin W. Grossman, Benjamin Hyman, Philip S. Joslin, Benjamin L. Kamins, Charles R. Kapstein, Joseph Koppelman, David Leand, Louis Linder, Samuel M.
Magid, Joseph Monschein, Benjamin Novgrad, John Olevson, George
Pullman, Herman Rand, Samuel Rosen, Max Rosen, A. H. Rotman,
Samuel Rubenstein, Morris Sackett, Benjamin I. Sass, Edward Shein,
Archibald Silverman, Charles Silverman, Albert Sydney, Max Temkin,
Nathan White, Isaac Woolf, Allie Zura, Young Brother.
T h e following made contributions to the Building Fund: Benjamin
Alper, Benjamin D. Basok, Herman Bernstein, Morris Blackman,
Ernest Blazar, Joseph Blazar, Samuel Blazar, Maurice W. Bliss, Morris
Blistein, Harry Brier, Dr. Nathan A. Bolotow, Sol Cohen, Joseph L.
Coplan, Samuel Bander, Abe V. Flink, Casper Frank, Hyman Frank,
Jacob Fineman, Louis M. Forbes, Haskell Frank, Harry Fisher, Alfred
H. Gilstein, Samuel Ganzer, Samuel Goldberger, Carl Goldblatt, John
P. Goldsmith, Mrs. Bernard Goldstein, Max L. Grant, Benjamin W.
Grossman, Nathan Hilfer, Benjamin Hyman, William Israel, Abraham
L. Jacobs, Philip C. Joslin, Benjamin Kamins, Hyman Kauffman,
Louis L. Kaufman, Joseph Kessler, Joseph Koppelman, Philip Korb,
Ralph S. Krauss, Herman Kornson, Joseph Levine, Leo Logan, Martin
Lippman, Manuel M. Magid, Joseph Monschein, Jacob Meyers,
Abraham Nicol, Harry Norman, Benjamin Novgrad, Joseph Nutman,
Samuel R. Orenstein, Max Price, Isadore Pritsker, Samuel Rosen,
Morris Rotman, Abraham H. Rotman, Herman Rosen, Henry Sack,
Louis Sackett, Morris Sackett, Benjamin I. Sass, Louis Shatkin, Judah
Semonoff, David Spunt, Morris Steiner, Morris Sydell, Max Sugarman,
Morris Teath, Max Temkin, Louis Wattman, Nathan White, Samuel
White, Isaac Woolf, Peter Woolf, Morris Young, Mary E. Zucker,
Jacob Zitserman, Allie Zura, Nathan Zisquit.
About a month later, on June 24, 1924, a date that could well be
called Charter Day, 34 men filed Articles of Association "for forming
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a corporation under the name of Temple Emanu-El" which is constituted for the purpose of "maintaining under free American institutions a house of worship for men, women and children of the Hebrew
faith, dedicated to God, to the traditions, and ideals of Judaism, and
to the spiritual, moral and general welfare of its members, their families and the community of which it shall be a part." T h e signatories
to this document, in the order in which these signatures appear, are
as follows: Allie Zura, Isaac Woolf, Philip C. Joslin, Samuel M. Magid, Benjamin I. Sass, Albert H. Sydney, Abraham H. Rotman, Haskell Frank, Herman Bernstein, Benjamin Hyman, Joseph Blazar, Benjamin W. Grossman, Caspar Frank, Samuel Goldberger, Israel L. Edelstein, Charles Brown, Bernard Goldstein, Benjamin Novgrad, Morris Blistein, Joseph L. Coplan, Samuel Blazar, Ernest Blazar, Albert
Goldsmith, Maurice W. Bliss, Abe V. Flink, Benjamin L. Alper, Max
Sugarman, Sol Cohen, Charles Fierstein, Charles Silverman, Benjamin
D. Basok, David Leand, Edward Radding, Herman Rand.
With land purchased and a charter granted by the State, it was
necessary to enlarge the membership and to raise money for the
building. T o this end a meeting was called for Tuesday evening,
June 17, at the Biltmore Hotel, to which some 200 people were invited. T h e call for this meeting went out on the first printed stationery of the new organization, bearing the name "Temple Emanu-El"
and "Morris Avenue, Sessions Street and T a f t Avenue, Providence,
Rhode Island." Also for the first time there was listed the Organization Committee of which the officers pro tempore were: Philip C.
Joslin, Chairman; Maurice W. Bliss, Treasurer; and Charles Brown,
Secretary. Other members were: Benjamin Alper, Benjamin D. Basok, Herman Bernstein, Ernest Blazar, Maurice Cohen, Sol Cohen,
Joseph L. Coplan, Charles Fierstein, Abe V. Flink, Casper Frank, Samuel Goldberger, A. Golden, Albert Goldsmith, Benjamin W. Grossman, Benjamin Hyman, Benjamin Kamins, David Leand, Samuel Magid, Joseph Monschein, Benjamin Novgrad, John Olevson, George
Pullman, Edward Radding, Herman Rand, Charles Silverman, Edward Shein, Albert Sydney, Isaac Woolf, Allie Zura. The call to this
meeting stated: " . . . A report of the rapid progress in our work will
be made and definite action will be taken on several vitally important
and very interesting matters including the election of Officers and a
Board of Trustees. It is hardly necessary to argue the necessity for a
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Temple in the east side section of Providence. Its urgent necessity has
been apparent for a long time and the conviction seems to be generally universal that our religious faith can best be adhered to and fostered when presented to us and our children in a manner and under
conditions which are more tasteful to our modern American life, always having in mind, of course, the fundamentals, the traditions and
the ideals of Judaism. This is your task and ours in the organization
of Temple Emanu-El."
The drafting of a constitution and by-laws and plans for a building
were occupying the minds of the leaders. It was thought that the
time was not yet fully ripe for the holding of religious services during
the ensuing High Holy Days.
As soon as the summer months were over, the work was immediately resumed and a meeting was to be held on Monday evening,
October 13, at the home of Philip and Dorothy Joslin. T h e following
call to the meeting was sent out: ". . . T h e r e will be a meeting at
Philip C. Joslin's residence, 148 Prospect Street, on Monday evening,
October 13, 1924, at 8 o'clock sharp. Matters of vital importance will
be presented for your consideration. A matter that concerns the spiritual welfare of our boys and girls and indeed that of our men and
women, too. We, as American citizens, are derelict in our duty as
children of our great immortal faith if we do not respond to the
great need of erecting to God a Temple for our people, which is a
pressing and crying need in our community. You know that we have
already purchased a wonderful site, corner of Morris Avenue and Sessions Street. It is our purpose to have our own home for Divine Services, for the High Holy Days next year. We ask your earnest cooperation. We urge you to be present so that you can now offer constructive criticism and share in the glorious work. . . ."
At this meeting a decision was reached to create two important
committees, namely, the Building Committee, with Samuel M. Magid
as Chairman, and the Campaign Committee, with Allie Zura as Chairman. On October 23 Joslin notified the members of the Building
Committee of their appointment in the following communication: "I
take pleasure in informing you of your appointment to the Building
Committee, whose duty it will be to obtain plans for the erection of
the Synagogue for Temple Emanu-El, and upon the completion of
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our campaign to have the supervision and direction of the building
operations . . . . As you know, we have acquired 33,000 square feet of
land on Sessions Street, Morris Avenue and T a f t Avenue and we want
to erect on this spot a Synagogue that will be an inspiration to our
members and their families and an honor to our people. I know that
you will lend yourself very readily to the wonderful opportunity that
is before us and that you will do your share in planning and executing the holy task that is ours."
Magid had the following serving with him on the Building Committee: Sol Cohen, Joseph L. Coplan, Casper Frank, Benjamin W.
Grossman, Benjamin Hyman, Benjamin Kamins, Edward Redding,
Benjamin I. Sass, Isaac Woolf, Allie Zura. Also on October 23 the
members of the Campaign Committee were sent notification of their
responsibilities in the following letter: "I take pleasure in informing
you of your appointment on the Committee to plan and conduct a
campaign to raise the money necessary to erect the Synagogue for
Temple Emanu-El. . . . I believe that the campaign to obtain the
necessary number of members and their subscriptions will not be one
that will entail any great labor on your part. It is simply a matter
of reaching the desirable persons. No one who has thus far been approached has failed to show the proper and necessary enthusiasm for
the project. Our goal is to obtain about 100 additional members and
then the building of the Synagogue is assured." Zura as Chairman of
the Campaign Committee was assisted by the following: Benjamin L.
Alper, Herman Bernstein, Ernest Blazar, Maurice W. Bliss, Charles
Brown, Samuel Goldberger, Bernard Goldstein, Charles R. Kapstein,
Herman Rand, Albert Sydney.
Magid was already busy on the job. He had arranged for preliminardy rough sketches to be drawn. He had already visited some newly
constructed Temples in New England and was planning a trip four
days after receiving notification of his appointment as Chairman of
the Building Committee to Newark, New Jersey to inspect a newly
erected Temple there. He wrote Joslin on October 27: ". . . When I
return from this trip I trust to have the pleasure to see you with some
of the information before calling the meeting of the Building Committee." •
By December 15 Joslin was able to write to Rabbi Cohen: "We are
about ready to begin to build," and arranged for a conference for
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that very week between Magid and Zura and Rabbi Cohen at the
Jewish Theological Seminary of America in New York, relative to the
building program.
At the beginning of the new calendar year 1925, regular monthly
meetings were held at the homes of various members: On January 10,
at the Joslin home; on February 1, at the Zura home; and on March
1, at the home of the Benjamin Hymans. O n Sunday morning, March
8, a special joint meeting of the Building Committee and the Campaign Committee, which by then had enlarged its scope of activities
and was called also the Membership Committee, was held at the home
of the Zuras. On April 1, another meeting was held at the Joslin
home; on May 2, the Samuel M. Magids were hosts to a meeting; and
on June 2 and August 25, gatherings were held at the home of the
Benjamin Alpers on Olney Street. What these meetings were like is
described in the record by Charles Brown: "Many meetings were held
at the homes of our members. At the conclusion of the meetings there
always followed a jolly social period and the generous hospitality and
comradeship prevailing will ever linger as most pleasant memories of
our early struggles."
T h e major emphasis at these home meetings was on the recommendations "that activities should be started within a short time regarding the building of our new Temple and, if possible, to arrange
to have same completed for the coming High Holy Days."
Now it was, of course, virtually impossible for the contemplated
edifice, or even any part of it, to be made ready for the ensuing
High Holy Days. T h e determination, however, was quite general to
hold Divine Services for the coming High Holy Days and to request
the Jewish Theological Seminary of America to recommend a Rabbi
for the conduct of these Services. Accordingly, the Churchill House,
155 Angell Street, with its attractive auditorium, was rented as the
place of worship for Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur 5685, September 19 and 20, and 27. In addition, Maurice W. Bliss wrote to Rabbi
Cohen on August 14 requesting that a Rabbi be assigned to conduct
the religious services- On August 17 Rabbi Cohen wrote to Bliss, as
follows: "I take pleasure in informing you that we have succeeded in
getting Mr. Israel M. Goldman to officiate at your services these coming High Holy Days. Mr. Goldman is a senior student in the Semi-
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nary; he has the degree of Bachelor of Arts from the College of the
City of New York and is the President of the student body of the
Seminary. H e will be glad to visit Providence some time during the
week beginning August 24 to make the necessary arrangements with
your Committee and I would suggest that you write to him direct, at
the address of the Seminary, as to the (time and place of the conference. . . ."
Following the suggestion contained in this letter, Joslin wrote to
the prospective Rabbi under date of August 19 inviting him to come.
T h e letter stated: "We are informed by Rabbi Cohen of the United
Synagogue of. America that arrangements have been made with you
to officiate at the services of Temple Emanu-El in Providence these
coming High Holy Days. I trust that you will enjoy your experience
with us and, from Rabbi Cohen's introduction of you, I am sure we
will not only enjoy our experience with you, but that through you
impetus will be lent to our efforts to complete the work we have in
hand in getting our'Temple completed. It would be to our mutual
advantage if you could come to Providence to meet a group of our
members so that you could know our atmosphere and environment
and get to know our local situation. We desire also to advise with
you regarding the necessary preparation which we should begin working upon at once. . . ." T h e young Rabbinic student wired back:
"Reach Providence Wednesday five thirty-nine P. M., daylight saving.
Please call meeting early in evening. Must leave midnight."
T h e first meeting of Rabbi Goldman with the Temple occurred at
the Narragansett Hotel parlors on Wednesday evening, September 2.
What transpired at this meeting is recorded in the minutes as follows:
"Rabbi Goldman addressed the gathering and outlined in detail the
preparations for the coming High Holy Days, which was well received
by the gathering." At this meeting also the first committees to concern
themselves with the conduct of Religious Services were appointed as
follows: Albert H. Sydney and Samuel Goldberger to take care of
securing a Torah, an Ark, an Ark Cover (Poroches), a pulpit, a table
and a Shofar. Joseph L. Coplan and Magid were to see George Pullman in regard to his serving as the Baal Kora (the Torah Reader).
Magid was to be in charge of publicity and Zura was General Chairman. T h e minutes of the meeting further state: "It was unanimously
decided to hold Services on Friday evening, September 25, and Satur-
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day morning, September 25, 1925 (Shabbath Schuve) if the hall is
obtainable. Mr. Allie Zura is to ararnge about same. I n conclusion,
Chairman Philip C. Joslin thanked Rabbi Israel M. Goldman for the
valuable information and details given us." T h e time was approaching for the holding of the first religious service. I n order to get the
people together before the High Holy Days and in order to have them
meet the new Rabbi, a reception to Rabbi Goldman was tendered on
Thursday evening, September 17, the night before the Eve of Rosh
Hashanah, at the Jewish Community Center on Benefit Street.
Several weeks earlier, under date of August 31, an invitation had
been issued to a selected group of people to become worshippers at
the first High Holy Day Service of Temple Emanu-El to be held at the
Churchill House. Those were busy days. It was a difficult task at
short notice to convert a secular lecture hall into a religious place of
worship. Yet with great exertion all items of furniture and all religious objects were brought together, and on the Eve of Rosh Hashanah 5685, Friday evening, September 18, 1925, the place was in full
readiness for an expectant Congregation. Some 200 attended these
services. It was necessary on Yom Kippur to transfer the services to
Froebel Hall on Angell and Brown Streets. T h e services were well
received. A number of letters were written expressing favorable views.
For example, Hyman Frank wrote: " T h e services held at the Churchill House last week were most interesting and instructive and were a
credit to all connected therewith." Archibald Silverman observed:
"I think that this is a step in the right direction and I am sure that
the services will be a success and that the people who will attend will
be much impressed." Evidence of the inspiration engendered by the
first High Holy Day services lies in the decision by the leaders and
worshippers to hold a meeting immediately after Rosh Hashanah. On
Wednesday evening, September 23, such a gathering was held at the
home of the Benjamin Alpers. This meeting proved to be important
as it laid the financial foundations for the erection of a Temple edifice and cleared the way for the beginning of building operations.
What transpired at the meeting is described in a letter which Joslin
wrote to Rabbi Cohen on September 25, i n which he said: "I know
you will be pleased to hear that we had a very successful evening last
Wednesday. At a house gathering at which there were 45 men present, we succeeded in raising $50,000. Rabbi Goldman, who was pres-
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ent, made a very interesing and stirring talk which was very largely
responsible for the successful result. I want to thank you for assigning
us so earnest, able and regular a man as we have found in Rabbi Goldman. H e has succeeded in making a great impression upon our group
and I know that the success of our endeavor is largely attributable to
him. We propose to immediately get busy with our plans and I have
no doubt that before many months have elapsed ground will be
broken for our new Temple."
It is worthy of record here that on that same historic evening,
Wednesday, September 23, when the men of the Congregation were
gathering at the home of the Alpers, the women of the Congregation
assembled at the home of the Sol Cohens on Mount Hope Avenue
and there organized the Sisterhood of Temple Emanu-El. Mrs. Joseph
L. Goplan was elected President. With the holding of High Holy Day
services the first chapter in the history of the Congregation closes.
Beginnings h a d been made in every phase of congregational life. An
organization had been brought into being. Officers had been elected.
Land had been purchased. Religious services had been held. A Rabbi
had been called for the conduct of these services. A Sisterhood had
been organized. Preliminary plans had been formulated for the erection of a House of Worship.
CHAPTER I I

"From Strength

to

Strength"

T h e High Holy Day season served as a springboard for the work
to come. Enthusiasm was high during the months of October and
November 1925. On December 3 Joslin wrote to Rabbi Goldman:
"I am glad to send you by separate mail the watch which Temple
Emanu-El was so pleased to present to you as its testimonial of the
high regard i n which its members hold you. I trust it may be a reminder to you of the many friends you made during your brief stay
with us. You will be glad to hear that our plans for the Temple have
reached a point where they have been submitted to contractors and
the bids of the contractors and the plans themselves will be offered for
approval to a joint meeting of the Temple and Sisterhood next Thursday evening. T h e interest which the Sisterhood is showing is remarkable. Among the things they are doing which are especially worthy
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of mention is a Chanukah play which they are staging with the children of our members as the participants. It promises to go over big.
I trust you are well and having as much f u n as it is possible to get in
studying Biblical Lore."
T h e two events described in this letter, namely, the joint meeting of
the Temple and the Sisterhood, and the first Chanukah play for the
children of the Congregation, deserve special consideration. On
Wednesday evening, December 9, at. the Jewish Community Center,
Joslin called to order a joint meeting of the men and women of the
Congregation for the purpose of ratifying the report of the Building
Committee rendered by Samuel N. Magid. T h e minutes stated: "Mr.
Magid made a very interesting and exhaustive report. H e submitted
drawings and specifications which were viewed by all present. They
gave quite a comprehensive idea as to what the proposed Temple
would look like. From the favorable comment heard and the general
opinion expressed, all seemed well with the plans." After much discussion Charles Brown finally presented the important Resolution of
Ratification, which was as follows: "Resolved that we, the members
of Temple Emanu-El, in conjunction with the members of the Sisterhood, at a special meeting assembled this ninth day of December,
nineteen hundred and twenty-five, for the purpose of ratifying the
Building Committee's recommendation as submitted by Mr. Samuel
M. Magid, Chairman, do hereby move and it is regularly seconded,
that the plans and specifications as submitted by the Building Committee, be and are, hereby ratified. And be it further resolved that a
copy of this Resolution be suitably engrossed, to which shall be attached the signatures of the charter members of Temple Emanu-El
and placed among the records in the archives of our Congregation,
there to remain for all time. And that a copy of said engrossment
and signatures shall be one of the first documents to be placed in the
cornerstone of our Temple."
i
What further transpired at the meeting is recorded in the following
words: "The importance of all members giving notes for their pledges
at once so that our objective could be attained and be ready to break
ground by early Spring, was one of the important subjects called to
the attention of all members. Many members signed notes for their
pledges this night and many more are expected to mail theirs to the
secretary in the very near future."

16

Rhode Island Jewish Historical

Notes

On Sunday afternoon, December 13, 1925, the first Chanukah entertainment by the children of Temple Emanu-El was held at the Jewish Community Center. T h e program was sponsored by the Sisterhood and was under the direction of Mrs. Charles R. Kapstein, Prior
to the program Mrs. Joseph L. Coplan, President of the Sisterhood,
and Samuel M. Magid, Vice-President of the Congregation, brought
greetings.
Plans for the erection of a building were maturing rapidly. In February 1926, Krokyn, Browne and Rosenstein of Boston were engaged as architects for the Temple. On April 7 they issued
a 36 page set of specifications for the proposed building to some
13 Rhode Island contracting companies inviting their bids on the
building project. On Monday noon, April 19, a special luncheon meeting of the Building Committee was called by Joslin at the Narragansett Hotel, at which time the bids received by the several construction
companies were submitted. After some discussion it was the unanimous opinion of the Committee that the contract be awarded to E.
Turgeon. W h a t transpired during the remainder of the afternoon is
recorded as follows in the minutes of the Congregation: ". . . T h e
President stated that he had asked the Committee to adjourn to Mr.
Turgeon's office. This was agreed upon. T h e following attended this
conference: Philip C. Joslin, Samuel M. Magid, Benjamin Hyman,
Isaac Woolf, Maurice W. Bliss, Samuel Goldberger, Allie Zura and
Charles Brown. Mr. Turgeon greeted the Committee very cordially
and after he and his son had been introduced to the members of the
Committee, this meeting resolved itself to the consideration of the
business at hand. T h e President informed Mr. Turgeon that his price
was higher than all the other bids which were submitted but the members of the Committee favored him providing he could reduce his
price somewhat nearer to the prices quoted. We were in conference
for about two hours and finally Mr. Turgeon and his son reluctantly
agreed to build the Temple for $148,000. This price, while somewhat
higher than the prices submitted, the members all agreed that they
felt satisfied that the contract had been awarded to this builder, because of their implicit faith and confidence in his ability to carry out
the plans in full and complete details as required by our architects.
There was general hand-shaking all around and the Committee felt
highly elated on the afternoon's labors accomplished."

H O N O R A B L E P H I L I P C. J O S L I N , 1886-1961. F I R S T P R E S I D E N T O F T E M P L E
E M A N U - E L , 1924-1948. H O N O R A R Y P R E S I D E N T ,
1948-1961.
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G R O U N D BREAKING FOR TEMPLE EMANU-EL, MAY 23, 1926.
Left to right: Charles Brown (far l e f t ) , Benjamin W. Grossman, Maurice W.
Bliss (to the rear, wearing glasses), Philip C. Joslin (holding shovel) , Sol Cohen,
Samuel M. Magid.
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At this meeting it was also decided that ceremonies for the Breaking of the Ground should be held on Sunday, May 23, 1926 at 3:00
o'clock. T h e contractor was requested to have the vestry in readiness
for the services for the coming High Holy Days in the following September. T h e following further proceedings are recorded in the minutes of the Congregation: "After leaving Mr. Turgeon's office a short
sidewalk session was held in reference to the ceremonies attending the
Breaking of Ground. It was decided to invite Rabbi Israel M. Goldman of New York City to be the principal speaker of the day. Mr.
Joslin said he would write to Rabbi Goldman extending the invitation
on behalf of the Congregation." T h e sentiments of those present were
recorded in rather florid prose by the secretary: "This day was the
creating of history in the Jewish life of our community—one of the
most beautiful and constructive visions of idealism. T h e erection of a
Temple to Him on High was about to bear fruition and the realization of which would mark its indelible imprint on present and future
generations yet unborn."
On May 13 Joslin wrote the following letter to Rabbi Goldman: "I
know you will be pleased to hear that we have just closed our contract
for the erection -of our Temple. T h e work is to be commenced at once
and will be sufficiently far advanced by the middle of September so
that we can hold services there for the High Holy Days. On Sunday,
May 23, we are to break ground. You will remember that we promised
to invite you to this ceremony and you promised that you would, if
possible, conie. Nothing would give us more pleasure and nothing,
surely, would be more appropriate than to have our first Rabbi with
us on that occasion. Is it possible for. you to come? If you are very
busy, you could leave on Sunday morning and return to New York
Sunday night, just as you did the first time you came to us. T h e
matter of expense would, of course, be taken care of by us."
T h e long-awaited day of the Breaking of Ground ceremonies finally
arrived. It was a sunny afternoon in May. A small temporary platform, constructed for the occasion, was draped with flags, and from
it the program was conducted. T h e people clustered about it. An
eye-witness account brings us back to that eventful day: "At corner of
Morris Avenue, Sessions Street and T a f t Avenue, there did the members of Congregation Emanu-El and a host of their friends and guests
assemble at 3:00 o'clock, Sunday afternoon o n the 23rd of May, nine-
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teen hundred and twenty-six, for the purpose of breaking ground for
our new Temple. I n the presence of a large and distinguished gathering, President Philip C. Joslin stated that on behalf of the members
of our Congregation and our community he was very happy that this
great day had arrived. He sketched briefly the many difficult problems and obstacles that were overcome ere this wonderful moment
had arrived. T h a t the building of our new Temple would mark another new epoch in Rhode Island's traditional and glorious history
because it would represent the spiritual and cultural advancement of
the citizenship of our faith, young and old. His brief talk was very
interesting and informative u p to this present moment. He expressed
the prayers of all present, that we would here gather again in the
very near future at the laying of the cornerstone. Mr. Joslin presented
Mr. Samuel M. Magid, our competent and efficient Chairman of the
Building Committee. Mr. Magid stated he, too, was very happy to
be present on this most auspicious occasion. He knew that he voiced
the sentiments of all present, (he said), that he had long looked forward to this happy day, hoping and praying for it. This was the first
actual concrete step forward toward the erection of the Temple. He
looked to the next step in the very near future. He joined with the
President in his prayers that we would all gather here again on this
consecrated and hallowed ground, at the laying of the cornerstone. Mr.
Joslin, in presenting the next speaker, conveyed to her and her associates, sincere appreciation for the wonderful co-operation and constructive work they had already accomplished. Indeed, he considered it a
great pleasure and privilege to present one of our great Temple laborers, Mrs. Joseph L. Coplan, President of the Sisterhood. Mrs. Coplan,
speaking for herself and on behalf of the Sisterhood, felt deeply grateful that our dream was being realized. She again pledged the faithful
co-operation and loyalty of the Sisterhood till the Temple was completed. And then again pledged that their work would never stop,
but would continue on and on until every hope, ideal and aspiration
had been attained. She, too, looked forward to the day near at hand
when we would here assemble again at the laying of the cornerstone.
T h e President, in presenting the next speaker paid him a fine tribute.
He did not come as a stranger in our midst, for he recalled the beautiful Services the Rabbi conducted at our High Holy Days last year.
He declared it a great pleasure and privilege to present our honored

I
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guest and principal speaker of the day, Rabbi Israel M. Goldman of
New York City. Rabbi Goldman made a very fine address. During
the course of his remarks he commended the citizens of our faith for
their zeal and untiring efforts to promote the spiritual and cultural
welfare of our community. He spoke at great length and earnest attention was accorded him during his talk. He made a deep impression on all present. His genial personal appearance and his splendid
address were subjects of creditable comment heard all around. At the
conclusion of the Rabbi's talk, preparations were made immediately
for Breaking Ground.
>

"Everything being in readiness, President Philip C. Joslin was accorded the honor of turning the first spadeful of earth, followed by
Samuel M. Magid, Vice-President. Then all the members of our Congregation did likewise and many of our friends and guests were accorded this honored privilege. All present rejoiced in this day's happy
event and expressed the hope that we would be enabled to hold Services in the vestry of our Temple for the High Holy Days in September. Many regrets were expressed because the wonderful copper tree
on this consecrated ground would have to b e cut down. This beautiful
handiwork of God, hundreds of years old, was to be replaced by a
beautiful Temple to Him on High, a beautiful replacement that
would remain for hundreds of years. Many of our members and
friends congregated in groups discussing the imporatnt significance
of the day's event and it was observed many there were who remained
long after the exercises were over. And so began the first actual step
in the erection of Temple Emanu-El."
T h e day following the breaking of ground, "the steam shovels got
busy, the dirt was flying," and the Congregation turned to the next
important step—"the selection of a permanent Rabbi." This matter
had engaged the minds of the leaders for some time. On February 5,
1926, Rabbi Cohen had written Joslin saying: "I have been giving
some thought recently to your newly organized Congregation, due
largely to the fact that Congregations are beginning to make applications for Rabbis. I know that next year you will want a permanent
Rabbi, and it is highly important that the man you elect should be
one who is fully able to adequately represent your community. T h e
idea strikes me that since you have come to know Mr. Goldman and
you realize his excellent qualities and the great future that is in store
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for him, it might be well for your Congregation to consider calling
him now, his term to begin shortly before the High Holy Days. I am
making this suggestion because I know that it will be difficult for you
to get a mart as good as he is, and I know, furthermore, that other
Congregations may call him. I have not discussed the matter with
Mr. Goldman since I believe that the initiative should be taken by
the Congregation."
T o this communication the following reply had been sent by the
President: "Have conferred with some of our members and we believe
time not yet ripe for discussion which you suggest. In about another
month there should be a change.
Appreciate very deeply your
interest."
T h e time was now finally considered ripe for a decision, and a
meeting for this purpose was called at the home of the Alpers on
Tuesday evening, June 1. As a result of this meeting, a Committee
consisting of Samuel Magid and George Pullman called upon Rabbi
Goldman at the Jewish Theological Seminary of America in New
York shortly thereafter in order to extend to him a call from the Congregation. T h e newly ordained Rabbi gladly accepted, as is seen
from a letter written to President Joslin on July 28: " . . . I look forward with great pleasure to meeting all of you again and to share
with you not only some of the trials and tribulations which may
arise, but even more the triumphs and jubilations which are sure to
come." A relationship of personal friendship had been established
between R a b b i Goldman and the members of the Congregation on his
previous visits so that when he was to be ordained as Rabbi on Sunday, June 6. he invited many in the Congregation to attend. Joslin
sent the following telegram on the day of ordination: "Members of
Temple Emanu-El congratulate you upon your graduation into the
ministry of Israel. We know yours will always be a life of usefulness
which must bring happiness, comfort and consolation into the lives
of untold numbers. Our best wishes, in which Mrs. Joslin heartily
joins, for your future."
T h e High Holy Days ,were again approaching and on Thursday
evening, August 12, a meeting was held at the home of the Benjamin
D. Basoks—the first meeting which the Rabbi attended after his election—to plan for holding High Holy Day services in the partially

The Early History of Temple

Emanu-El

25

completed vestry. Basok was appointed Chairman of the High Holy
Day arrangements committee—a post which he held with great faithfulness for many years, and George Pullman was made Chairman of
the Religious Service Committee. Subsequently, meetings were held
at the homes of the Sol Cohens and the Joseph Monscheins. At a
meeting on August 27, held in the new home of the Joslins at 100
Hazard Avenue, plans were first formulated for the Laying of the
Cornerstone.
T h e first High Holy Day services held in the incompleted vestry
were memorable for those who attended. T h e floor was still in its
rough cement stage. The walls were still unplastered, and the steel
work, together with the lathing and bricks, were visible. Overhead
there was only a partial roof, so that it was necessary to place a huge
tarpaulin covering to keep out the rain. But the vestry, even in its
incomplete and raw stage, assumed for those present the atmosphere
of the "Beauty of Holiness" when it was converted into a House of
Worship. Hangings were placed on the walls. Newspapers covered
over with linoleum were placed on the damp floor. Flowers and palms
adorned the platform and auditorium. A spirit of joy and pride
prevailed despite the sparseness of physical comforts. T h e Rabbi
preached his inaugural sermon on the First Day of Rosh Hashanah,
Thursday, September 9, entitled "Our Strength," and Cantor Saul
Schwartz, who had conducted the Churchill House services, was reengaged for this year.
T h e services during this High Holy Day season heightened everyone's eagerness for the Laying of the Cornerstone, which was scheduled for Sunday afternoon, October 3.
I n order to solemnize adequately the Laying of the Cornerstone,
the full week of September 24 through October 3 was set aside as
Celebration Week. This period coincided in part with the observance
of the Succoth Festival. Abraham L. Jacobs was designated as General Chairman.
T h e series of celebrations opened with a late Sabbath Eve service
on Friday evening, September 24, at which the Rabbi preached a
Succoth sermon appropriately entitled " T h e Builders." This service
marked another "first" in the history of the Congregation, since it
was the first Late Friday Night Service. A Congregational Succah
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party followed the religious program and Mrs. Samuel Goldberger
served as Chairman. Monday evening, September 27, was designated
as Jewish Youth Night and all Jewish youth organizations in the
community were the guests of the Temple. Nearly 800 young people
crowded the vestry. Joseph W. Ress served as Chairman, and addresses were given by Rabbi Morris Schussheim, Rabbi Morton Goldberg of Fall River, and Rabbi Goldman. Greetings were brought by
the Presidents of the leading Jewish youth organizations in the city,
and a musical program was offered under the direction of Arthur
Einstein. Dancing brought a great evening to a close.
Wednesday evening, September 29, was designated as Sisterhood
night and at a late Succoth Eve service addresses were given by Mrs.
Joseph L. Coplan and Mrs. Charles Brown, President and Secretary,
respectively., of the Sisterhood. Thursday evening, September 30, was
designated as Children's Night and the Congregation held its first
Children's Simchas T o r a h party. Mrs. Samuel Blazar was Chairman.
T h e climax of this series of celebrations was reached with the exercises held in connection with the Laying of the Cornerstone on Sunday, October 3, at three in the afternoon. T h e scene of these outdoor
exercises will never be forgotten by those present. Under a glorious
canopy of a cloudless blue sky stood the partially completed Temple
edifice. Its great dome was not yet in place and its interior was plainly
visible from the outside. On the place where there is now a flight of
marble steps in front of the building there was built a large platform
draped with flags. Upon it sat many dignitaries of the State and City,
religious leaders, and many representatives of leading organizations
in the community. I n front of this platform chairs had been placed
for several hundred people, but the crowd was so great that many
more stood during the entire ceremonies.
After the playing and singing of the National Anthem, and a n Invocation by Rabbi Samuel M. Gup of the Congregation of the Sons
of Israel and David, Joslin opened the program by referring to "the
most brilliant weather" and to this "most brilliant occasion." After
words of welcome he said: "We meet here today as we approach the
second milestone, the occasion which calls for the laying of the cornerstone of this Synagogue of God, a Synagogue which we hope and pray
may be an inspiration to all people who shall enter it and partake of
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the spirituality which will there be found. T h e American Jew has
ever been loyal and faithful as a citizen. As a people, they have
shared gladly and willingly in the trials and tribulations of our country from the beginning of its history down to this present day. None
have been more ready to sacrifice their all in the spirit of their patriotism. Every war in which we have been engaged has seen more
than our quota offering themselves and their fortunes in defense of
our common country. T h e sacrifices so willingly offered are not only
the evidences of our loyalty and respect as American citizens, but our
humble tribute for the great privileges which are equally enjoyed by
all in this great land of liberty, justice, and opportunity. They have
taken their places in the sciences, the professions, and in the business
life of our various communities. I n short, to the utmost of their abilities, they have made their contributions to the present American life."
He then presented the Chief Executive of the State, Governor Aram
J. Pothier, who made a brief but memorable address saying: "I am so
grateful and so pleased to be amongst you today and to witness the
laying of a cornerstone of a splendid Church. I come here as the
representative of my State to cheer you up, to tell you to be as generous and as true as you can to the Temple that you are going to erect.
A Church is a landmark in a community, and it means devoted citizens. It means men and women that are going to keep the responsibilities of life, are going to hold them sacred. A Church in a community is an inspiration. It is an inspiration in giving to the people civic
improvement and public improvement; and a Church in a community
is a body of men and women intent in rendering everybody else
happy and well. T h e Church and State are separate and apart in a
community like ours, but these two forces must be one to accomplish
anything, and what wonderful accomplishments have been made in
this country because of that union of Church and State. My friends,
we are one in a community like this to protect the citizens of Rhode
Island and also to uphold the traditions of religion. We want to enhance the value of our heritage, and for that purpose, my friends, I
wish you the best, and I invoke the blessing of the Almighty on your
enterprise."
Rabbi Herman H. Rubenovitz, respected Rabbi of Temple Mishkan Tefila of Boston, was then introduced. After bringing greetings
from his Congregation, he said: "My friends, we speak of it as a House
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of God, this building that is to go u p here. What is it that is going
to make of it a House of God? Is it the fact that there is going to
be a dome on the top or that the architecture is going to be of a certain kind? Surely not that. It is going to be a House of God because
enshrined within it, within the ark which is to stand inside of this
there is going to repose What we call a sacred Torah, a Scroll of the
Law—God's Law. And what is the essence of that law, my friends?
It is this one thought that I wish to touch upon before I leave you
because I take it that from this thought we all can gather inspiration
and strength and enthusiasm for the work that lies before us. What
is the essence of this law? We have a wonderful word in the sacred
tongue—in the Hebrew tongue—and that word is 'Hesed,' loving
kindness. Our Rabbis say our Torah, our law, from its beginning to
its end—it strikes the note of this loving kindness when it begins and
it closes on the same note—loving kindness, a love that lives within
the heart, a love for God, our Maker and our Father, a love for every
human being created in the image of God, regardless of creed or
color or place of habitage, a love that is willed within the heart for
all and expresses itself not in pretty words and phrases—words and
phrases don't mean much, but in deeds of kindness. T h a t is the essence of our Torah, that is the ideal to which this House is to be dedicated, and in so far as there shall radiate from these walls streams of
love, in so far as these principles are going to be taught every day of
the year within these walls and carried out by men and women and
applied in their daily lives in every relationship, business, citizenship,
whatever it be, in so far as that shall be the case, this will be a holy
place and a House of God . . . . I trust that because of your willingness to make sacrifices, because of your willingness to give u p readily
of your means—and this building cannot go up unless you readily
and cheerfully give up of your means and not only of your means
but of your time and of your effort and of your strength. These
things are not lightly done, they are not quickly done. I know
whereof I speak. Because of your sacrifices that you will make
through your coming here, because of the way you will back u p your
energetic and splendid young Rabbi that you have brought here, because of the way that you will stand together, because of the way
that you will bury little differences that arise wherever people work—
you must not magnify and distort them. If you will practice a little
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LAYING OF T H E CORNERSTONE FOR TEMPLE EMANU-EL,
OCTOBER 3, 1926,
Left to right-. Benjamin W. Grossman, 'Henry Hassenfeld, Morris R. Sydell,
Philip C. Joslin, Samuel M. Magid, Rabbi Israel M. Goldman, Joseph Blazar,
Maurice W. Bliss.
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pAag,kcmi

PROCESSIONAL
Rabbi, Cantor, Board of Trustees and Participants
"Open T o Me the Gates of Righteousness"
(Psalm
CXVlU)-Ledwandowski
Cantor Bettman and Choir
OPENING OF T H E ARK
"Shema Yisroel"

Traditional
Cantor, Choir and Congregation

PROCESSION W I T H SCROLLS
Anthem: "Lift Up Your Heads, O Ye Gates" (Psalm X X I V )
Temple Emanu-EI Choir, Arthur Einstin, Director

Naumbourg

PLACING OF T H E SCROLLS IN T H E ARK
Anthem: "Turn Thou Us Unto Thee, O Lord" (Hashivenu)
Cantor, Choir and Congregation

Naumbourg

PRAYER BEFORE T H E ARJK
Rabbi Morton Goldberg, Temple Beth-El, Fall River
CLOSING T H E ARiK
T H E KINDLING OF T H E PERPETUAL L I G H T
Scriptural Reading: Genesis 1:1-3
T h e Rabbi
T H E BLESSING—"Sheheyonu"
Rabbi and Congregation
SCRIPTURAL READING
I Kings VII: 27-29
T h e Rabbi
P R E S E N T A T I O N OF TEMPLE B U I L D I N G
Samuel M. Magid, Chairman, Building Committee
ACCEPTANCE ON BEHALF OF CONGREGATION
Hon. Philip G. Joslin, President, Temple Emanu-El
ANTHEM—"How Goodly Are Thy Tents"
Cantor and Choir

Naumbourg

GREETINGS
Ra'b'bi Morris Schussheim, Temple Beth-Israel
Rabbi David G. Light, Congregation Sons of Zion
Rabbi Samuel M. Gup, Temple Beth-El
SOLO—"Hear Ye Israel"

Mendelssohn
Charlotte Resh

GREETINGS
In Behalf of The State
His Excellency, Hon. Norman Stanley Case
Lieutenant-Governor of the State of Rhode Island
In Behalf of T h e City
His Hondr, Hon. James E. Dunne. Mayor, City of Providence
ADDRESS
Dr. W. H. P. Faunce, President, Brown University
ANTHEM—"Hallelujah" (Psalm CL)
Temple Emanu-El Choir

Novacovsky

ADDRESS
Rabbi Israel M. Goldman, Temple Emanu-El
HYMN—"Adon Olam"
Cantor, Choir and Congregation
BENEDICTION
T h e Ratibi

Sulzer
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RABBI ISRAEL M. GOLDMAN, RABBI OF TEMPLE EMANU-EL 1925 TO 1948.

FIRST CONFIRMATION CLASS TEMPLE EMANU-EL, SHOVUOTH 5688,
J U N E 1928.
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self-denial, a little tolerance, a little patience, you will overcome them.
Again it is a question of sacrificing a little of one's vanity. T h a t is
the hardest thing, perhaps, to sacrifice, but that, too, must be sacrificed in a good cause. Because of this quality, the quality that will
stamp you as worthy children of Abraham, of the followers of the
God of Abraham—sacrifices readily, cheerfully given—I trust that
because of that great and wonderful success will be yours. For the
glory of the faith, the ancient Jewish faith that we stand for, for the
glory of this commonwealth, this city in which you live—every fine
institution is like a jewel in the crown of the city—the commonwealth
of this great nation—the American nation to which you belong. And
may this be the Will of God, and may He speed your efforts and grant
you success."
Greetings were then brought by Rabbi David Light of the Congregation Sons of Zion and by Rabbi Morris Schussheim of Temple Beth
Israel, both of Providence. Rabbi Goldman was then introduced and
he spoke as follows: "Only four short months ago many of us who are
sitting here now were gathered on this very spot to witness the ceremonies for breaking the ground for Temple Emanu-El. Since that time the
walls that we see in front of us now have been taking shape and have
been forming themselves. T h e ribs of steel, as it were, grew one u p o n
the other and were clothed with the flesh of mortar and bricks, so that
within the past few weeks we have been able by hundreds and hundreds to gather within these walls for purposes of divine worship and
for social communion. In the four short months that we have traveled
together on our path we have accomplished a great deal, but today we
stop for a moment or two from our busy tasks to celebrate again another landmark, another happy occasion in the history of our Jewish
community. We are gathered to celebrate the Laying of the Cornerstone of Temple Emanu-El, and are we not inspired, seeing the walls of
our Synagogue rising and looming u p before us, to exclaim with the religious fervor of the Psalmist of old—"This is the Lord's doing. It is
marvelous in our eyes. This is the day which the Lord hath made. We
will rejoice and be glad in it!" T h e n discussing the underlying philosophy of American democracy, which makes it desirable to erect religious edifices of this character, he continued by saying: "In a land such
as America we can standardize shoes, but we cannot standardize the
brains of a people. We can standardize dresses and suits, but you can-
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not standardize the spiritual garment of a nation. We can standardize
parts of Ford machines, but you cannot standardize the internal working of a great nation such as America is. This is the theory of American life that we Jews are following in this country, namely, that in
this land our immigrant groups should live in harmony, in peace, each
developing and cherishing to the utmost his own culture and adapting it at the same time to American influence and to American environment. That is the theory that American Israel is building under
in this land. Have you ever seen a beautiful landscape with beautiful
flower beds laid out, and the beauty of the flower bed is in the fact
that here is a patch of red and here a patch of green and there yet another color? All together it makes u p a view pleasing to the eye and
inspiring to our thoughts. Have you ever seen that rare phenomenon
in nature, the rainbow? How it thrills us when we see it. T h e r e are
many colors, one blending with the other, yet each is distinct. You
can pick out the red and the green and the others, all together making
u p a beautiful sight. As we look forth upon the American panorama,
upon the American scene, and American landscape, we should be able
to see not one whitewash, but rather to be able to see cultures dotting
the landscape, one culture and yet another, and yet a third, but all
together harmoniously and beautifully making u p what we call American civilization. It is up to us, my dear congregants and friends, to be
sure, however, that our own color in that flower bed is well kept. It
is u p to us to be true to our color in that scheme of colors which
make up the American view. I call upon all today on this auspicious
occasion to be true to our own garden, to our own color, to our own
faith, to our own people and to our God. It is for that reason that we
are building Temples. It is for that reason that we are building Temple Emanu-El, that we may rally about our own culture, about our
own faith, about our own standards, thereby uniting proudly to
contribute to America what it deserves."
Samuel Magid, the Chairman of the Building Committee, was then
called upon and at the conclusion of his address he led the Congregation in the ceremonies of the Laying of the Cornerstone.
T h e closing function took place that evening. It was a banquet
held at Zinn's Restaurant and marked the First Annual Meeting of
the Congregation. More than 200 people were gathered, and "the joyous spirit that prevailed was indeed a distinct manifestation of a re-
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markable achievement. Everyone present took just pride in the fact
that they were an important factor in the historical events of the
day." T h e President spoke words of praise for Abraham D. Jacobs,
General Chairman, and all who were associated with him in the work
of Celebration Week. He also commended highly the services of the
Sisterhood. T h e first Nominating Committe of the Congregation,
consisting of Charles Brown, Chairman, Joseph Blazar, Abraham L.
Jacobs, J o h n Olevson and Henry Sack, made its report; and thus the
first slate of officers of the Congregation was voted upon and elected.
They were as follows: Philip C. Joslin, President; Samuel M. Magid,
Vice-President; Maurice W. Bliss, Treasurer; Ernest Blazar, Financial
Secretary, and Charles Brown, Recording Secretary. Trustees: Joseph
L. Coplan, Benjamin Hyman, Benjamin L. Alper, Samuel Goldberger, Joseph E. Koppelman, Abraham L. Jacobs, Allie Zura, Herman
Bernstein, Benjamin W. Grossman, Benjamin I. Sass, Joseph Monschein, Isaac Woolf, Sol Cohen, Abraham H. Rotman, Benjamin D.
Basok, and Abe V. Flink. Gaboyim: George Pullman and Joseph Blazar. Magid then observed that this was a grand occasion to pay u p
the balance he owed on the Building Fund pledge and urged others
to do likewise. This met with great approval, and before the evening
was over, the sum of $17,462.50 was collected. Exactly at midnight
this function was brought to a close, thus ending an eventful week
of observances.

CHAPTER I I I

"A Year of Waiting and

Working"

A year passed following the Laying of the Cornerstone before the
Temple was dedicated. During the greater part of this period the Congregation could make little use of the building. It was, therefore, a
year of waiting, but it was not a year of idleness. There was much
work that had to be done.
T h e r e were four problems that required particular attention: First,
the completion of the Temple edifice; second, the gathering of further funds for financing the building project; third, the enlarging of
the Temple membership; and, finally, the carrying on of as many congregational activities as possible despite the lack of adequate facilities.
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T h e minutes of the Board of Trustees and the files of the President,
the Rabbi, and the Congregation for this period give evidence of the
thorough manner in which each of these problems was tackled. At
the first meeting of the newly elected Officers and Board held on November 4 at the Joslin home, a report was given of the $75,000 loan
which had been made, the following members serving as guarantors:
Maurice W. Bliss, Philip C. Joslin, Samuel M. Magid, Isaac Woolf,
Abe V. Flink, Benjamin L. Alper, Benjamin W. Grossman, Joseph
Monschein, Samuel Goldberger, Joseph E. Koppelman, Abraham H.
Rotman, Benjamin D. Basok, Ernest Blazar, Charles Brown, Abraham
L. Jacobs, and Sol Cohen. At this meeting and at most meetings during 1926-1927, much attention was paid to collecting outstanding
pledges which had been made to the Building Fund. It was also at
this meeting that it was voted to hold regular monthly Board meetings on the iirst Monday evening of each month. This practice has
been adhered to ever since. T h e next meeting, on November 22, was
called especially to consider the question of the proper heating system
to be installed in the building. At the following meeting on December 27, Herman Bernstein, who had been appointed Chairman of the
first Membership Committee at a meeting four months before on August 27, reported that he had enrolled 92 new members. There was
a uniform rate of dues at that time of $75.00, and each new member
was required to make a minimum contribution of $200 to the Building Fund. At a subsequent meeting in March, a great deal of time
was devoted to a study of the best type of pews. Attention was directed to finding ways and means of speeding up building operations,
since there were constant delays due to labor difficulties, and supplies
did not always arrive on schedule.
T h e problem of carrying on congregational activities without the
use of Temple facilities was solved by holding Sabbath morning Services for the Junior Congregation and for many adults on Saturdays at
the Jewish Community Center, by having" the older children come to
the Rabbi's home on Waterman Street on Sunday mornings for instruction, by having younger children's groups meet at different homes
for Festival observances, by organizing the young women into a
Daughterhood which also met at the homes of its members, by holding regular Sisterhood meetings in different homes, and by publishing
a Congregational Bulletin.

