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DAVID CHARAK ADELMAN 1892- 1967 

Born in Providence June 2, 1892, the son of Isaac S. and Rose B. 
Adelman. He attended Classical High School in Providence, and 
Brown University, from which he received his Bachelor of Arts 
degree in 1914. During World War I he served as a second lieutenant 
in the Army. 

He attended law school at Northeastern University and was ad-
mitted to the Rhode Island Bar in 1919. He was active in the prac-
tice of law until the last years of his life. 

For many years he was prominent in Republican politics. He 
served as clerk of the state Senate Finance Committee from 1925 
to 1927, clerk of the state House of Representatives Committee on 
the Judiciary from 1927 to 1930; and for four years beginning in 
1934, he was recording clerk of the House of Representatives. When 
the state Board of Elections was created in 1941, he was named as 
one of its four members, a post he held until 1943. 

He was an active Mason, and he served as Grand Chancellor of 
the Knights of Pythias of Rhode Island. He was also a president 
and director of the Touro Fraternal Association. 

His cultural activities included service as Archivist of Temple 
Beth-El, and he was one of the first life trustees of the Rhode Island 
Heritage Foundation. He was also at one time a director of the 
Providence Hebrew Day School. 

He was the prime force behind the organization of the Rhode 
Island Jewish Historical Association and was recognized as its founder.* 
He was editor of its publication, the Rhode Island Jewish Historical 
Notes from the first issue of June, 1954 through the issue of Decem-
ber, 1960. In that post and c." major contributor to the Notes, he 
bore responsibility for setting a standard in historical research to 
which the publication continued to adhere. He was the Association's 
first President, a position he held until 1966, and he continued to 
serve as its Honorary President until his death. He was largely 
responsible for the degree of support which the Association received 
from the Rhode Island community and the recognition which it 
achieved in academic circles nationally. Among his many contribu-

*See pages 5 and 6. 
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tions to American Jewish history was a monograph published in 1936 
titled "The Life and Times of Judah Touro." 

In 1957 he was commended by President Eisenhower for his his-
torical work during the President's stay at Newport. 

Mr. Adelman's memberships included the Providence Preservation 
Society, the Chautauqua Society, Friends of the Touro Synagogue, 
and the American Jewish Historical Society. He continued to serve 
as Vice President of the Brown Class of 1914 until his death. 

Died in Providence, December 22, 1967. 

He is survived by his widow, Louise H. (Zielmann) Adelman. 
His first wife, Emma (Faegeson) Adelman, died in 1938. He is also 
survived by a daughter, Rosalie F. Beloff of Orange, Connecticut, 
and a son, Morris D. Adelman of Providence, Rhode Island. 



^faJp o f SUyolte 3alan& anfc PmtriiiMtre p a t t t a t t m t s 

I N G E N E R A L A S S E M B L Y 
JANUARY SESSION, A . D . 1 9 6 8 

S 542 
SENATE RESOLUTION 

Expressing Deepest Sympathy at the Passing of David C. 
Adelman, Prominent Lawyer and Historian. 

WHEREAS, David C. Adelman, Providence attorney and founder of the 
Rhode Island Jewish Historical Society, passed away on December 22, 1967; and 

WHEREAS, He was long active in Jewish historical affairs serving as the first 
president of the society he founded and continued to serve as honorary president; 
and 

WHEREAS, His historical writings, as editor of "Historical Notes" the Jewish 
Historical Society's publication and his monograph "The Life and Times of Judah 
Touro", are widely filed in most major colleges and public libraries; and 

WHEREAS, His excellence as an historian was recognized by the then Presi-
dent Eisenhower during a stay at the Newport summer White House, in 1957, 
when he commended Mr. Adelman for his historical contributions to Rhode 
Island; and 

WHEREAS, He was active for several years in Republican politics; served as 
clerk of the Senate finance committee from 1925 to 1927; was recording clerk of 
the House of Representatives for four years beginning in 1934; was a member at 
large of the Republican State Central Committee from 1935 to 1937 and a Repub-
lican election count watcher from 1918 to 1936; and at the creation of the State 
Board of Elections in 1941, Mr. Adelman was named as one of its four members; 
and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Adelman was clerk of the Soldiers' Bonus Board after World 
War I, in which he had served as a second lieutenant; and 

WHEREAS, Even with his many other commitments he did not neglect his 
religious and fraternal affiliations. He was past president and director of the Touro 
Fraternal Association and had been financial advisor to the group, and was archiv-
ist of the Temple Beth-el and one of the first life trustees of the Rhode Island 
Heritage Foundation; an active Mason, he also served as grand chancellor of the 
Knights of Pythias of Rhode Island, and supreme representative of that organ-
ization; and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Adelman was a true example of the busy executive or civic 
leader who could always find time for participation in additional activities that 
were of importance to him and his community; now therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Senate of the State of Rhode Island and Providence 
Plantations, in recognition of the great loss to his colleagues and community, 
expresses its deepest sympathy at the passing of David C. Adelman, prominent 
lawyer and historian; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That the secretary of state be and he hereby is authorized and 
directed to transmit a duly certified copy of this resolution to Mrs. Louise Z. 
Adelman, widow, Mrs. Jerome Beloff, daughter, of the late David C. Adelman, and 
Mr. Morris D. Adelman, son of the late David C. Adelman. 
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The American Association for State and Local History 
Washington, D. C. 

Axmvh nf Mmt 
The American Association for State and Local History is pleased to 

recognize and commend the distinctive contribution of 

DAVID C. ADELMAN 
Voted at the annual meeting of the Association in Madison, Wisconsin on 

September 10, 1954. 

The American Association HOWARD C . PECKHAM 
, „ , „. President of the Association 

for State and Local History 1946 

(SEAL) Louis S. JONES 
Chairman, Committee on Awards 



A CATALOGUE OF ALL RHODE ISLAND JEWS MENTIONED 
IN MATERIALS RELATING TO THE HISTORY OF THE JEWS 

IN RHODE ISLAND LOCATED IN RHODE ISLAND 
DEPOSITORIES (1678-1966) 

Compiled by FREDA EGNAL 

This catalogue of all works which mention Rhode Island Jews is 
a companion piece to the bibliography published in the Rhode Island 
Jewish Historical Notes, Vol. 4, No. 4 (November, 1966), 305-506 
under the title "An Annotated Critical Bibliography Of Materials 
Relating To The History Of The Jews In Rhode Island Located 
In Rhode Island Depositories (1678-1966) In the bibliography, 
Rhode Island Jews appeared only as authors or in the subject biblio-
graphy if there was a significant or sizeable discussion devoted to them 
in any of the materials indexed. In this catalogue, every Rhode Island 
Jew mentioned in the extensive materials surveyed has been noted. 

The catalogue is arranged alphabetically by individual. Following 
each name is an alphabetical listing of every work, both primary and 
secondary and published and unpublished, in which this Jew is men-
tioned. The full citations for those works frequently listed may be 
found in the Key to Abbreviations of Titles. A Key to Abbreviations 
of Journals and Collections Frequently Cited has been supplied. If 
the work is not located in the Brown University Libraries or in the 
possession of the organization or institution, its present location is 
indicated by abbreviations which follow the title and are explained 
in the Key to Abbreviations of Libraries, Historical Societies and 
other Rhode Island Repositories. For additional information con-
cerning the works listed in this catalogue and a brief critical discus-
sion, refer to the bibliography cited above. 

It is hoped that this catalogue will be of some value to genealogists 
and historians working in the field of Rhode Island Jewish history and 
also serve as an incentive for others to pursue research in this fertile 
area of study. 

1. Refer to the Introduction of this article for a discussion of the background 
and methodology used in the bibliography. 
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1. K E Y TO ABBREVIATIONS OF T I T L E S 

A.J.Y.B. — The American Jewish Year Book. ed. Cyrus Adler (I-V), 
Cyrus Adler and Henrietta Szold (VI-VII), Henrietta Szold (VIII-
IX) , Herbert Friedenwald (X-XIV), Herbert Friedenwald and H. 
G. Friedman (XV), Herman Bernstein (XVI), Joseph Jacobs 
(XVII), Cyrus Adler (XVIII), Samson D. Oppenheim (XIX-XX), 

Harry Schneiderman (XXI-XLIII), Harry Schneiderman and Mor-
ris Fine (XLIV-L), Morris Fine (LI-LIX), Morris Fine and Milton 
Himmelfarb (LX-LXIV). Philadelphia, 1899 to present. 

Arnold, James N. Vital Records of Rhode Island, 1636-1850. — 
Arnold, James N. (ed.). Vital Records of Rhode Island, 1636-1850: 
First Series: Births, Marriages and Deaths. 21 vols. Providence, 1891-
1912. 

Bartlett, John R. Records of the Colony of Rhode Island and Provi-
dence Plantations. — Bartlett, John Russell, (ed.). Records of the 
Colony of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, In New Eng-
land, 1636-1792. 10 vols. Providence, 1856-1865. 

Blau, Joseph L. and Baron, Salo W. (eds.). The Jews of the United 
States, 1790-1840: A Documentary History. — Blau, Joseph L. and 
Baron, Salo W. (eds.). The Jews of the United States, 1790-1840: 
A Documentary History. 3 vols. New York, 1963. 

Census of the Inhabitants of the Colony of Rhode Island and Provi-
dence Plantations. 1774. —Census of the Inhabitants of the Colony 
of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, Taken by Order of 
the General Assembly, in the Year 1774. Arranged by John R. 
Bartlett. Providence, 1858. 

Census Records of the State of Rhode Island for 1782. — Census 
Records of the State of Rhode Island for 1782. Typed from original 
manuscript (Foster Papers) by Mrs. Lewis A. Waterman (copier), 
Historian, R. I. Daughters of Founders and Patriots of America, 
n.p., 1941. R.I.H.S. 

Chapin, Howard M. Rhode Island in the Colonial Wars. Providence, 
1918. — Chapin, Howard Millar. Rhode Island in the Colonial 
Wars: A List of Rhode Island Soldiers and Sailors in the Old 
French and Indian War, 1755-1762. Providence, 1918. 

Dexter, Franklin B. (ed.). The Literary Diary of Ezra Stiles. — 
Dexter, Franklin Bowditch. (ed.). The Literary Diary of Ezra 
Stiles. 3 vols. New York, 1901. 

Donnan, Elizabeth. Documents Illustrative of the History of the Slave 
Trade to America. — Donnan, Elizabeth. Documents Illustrative 
of the History of the Slave Trade to America. Vol. III. New Eng-
land and the Middle Colonies. Washington, D.C., 1932. 
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Eminent Jews in America. — Eminent Jews in America. Toledo, 
Ohio, 1918. 

Heads of Families at the First Census of the United States, 1790. — 
Heads of Families at the First Census of the United States Taken in 
the year 1790, Rhode Island. Washington, 1908. R.I.H.S. 

Hotten, John C. (ed.). The Original Lists of Persons. New York, 
1880. — Hotten, John Camden, (ed.). The Original Lists of Per-
sons of Quality; Emigrants; Religious Exiles; Political Rebels . . . 
and Others Who Went From Great Britain to the American Plan-
tations, 1600-1700. Baltimore, 1962. (reprinted from the 2nd Edi-
tion, New York, 1880). R.I.H.S. 

Lockwood, Alice G. B. (ed. and comp.). Gardens of Colony and 
State. New York, 1931. — Lockwood, Alice G. B. (ed. and comp.). 
Gardens of Colony and State: Gardens and Gardeners of the 
American Colonies and of the Republic Before 1840. New York, 
1931. P.P.L. 

Mason, George C. Newport Historical and Social Reminiscences. — 
Mason, George Champlin. Newport Historical and Social: Rem-
iniscences of Ye Older Times With More Than 550 Illustrations, 
Letters, Documents, Colonial Commissions, Broad-Sheets, and Other 
Original Papers, Dating Back More Than One Hundred and 
Seventy-Five Years. Two Hundred Portraits. 6 vols, n.p., 1892. 
R.I.H.S. 

fReports of Genealogical Records Committee of Rhode Island N.S.. 
D.A.R. — Reports of Genealogical Records Committee of the 
Rhode Island National Society of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution. R.I.H.S. 

Stiles, Rev. Ezra. Bill of Mortality for Newport, R. I. for the Years 
1760 to 1764. — Stiles, the Rev. Ezra. Bill of Mortality for New-
port, R. I. for the Years of 1760 to 1764. Copied from the original 
manuscript by Wm. Henry Ford. Providence, 1908. (typewritten) 
R.I.H.S. 

Universal Jewish Encyclopedia — The Universal Jewish Encyclopedia. 
10 vols. New York, 1930-1943. 

Who's Who in American Jewry. — Simons, John, (ed.). Who's Who 
in American Jewry. (1938-1939) New York; 1939. 

Who's Who in World Jewry.—Schneiderman, Harry and Carmen, 
Itzhak J., (eds.). Who's Who in World Jewry: A Biographical 
Dictionary of Outstanding Jews. New York, 1955. 

Who's Who in World Jewry.—Schneiderman, Harry and Carmen, 
Itzhak J., (eds.). Who's Who in World Jewry: A Biographical 
Dictionary of Outstanding Jews. New York, 1965. 
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2 . KEY TO ABBREVIATIONS OF JOURNALS AND COLLECTIONS FREQUENTLY 
CITED: 

A.J.A. — American Jewish Archives 
A.J.H.Q. — American Jewish Historical Quarterly 
A.J.Y.B. — American Jewish Year Book 
Bui. N.H.S. — Bulletin o£ the Newport Historical Society 
D.A.B. — The Dictionary of American Biography 
J.S.S. — Jewish Social Studies 
M.A.H. — Magazine of American History 
M.H.S. Proc. — Proceedings of the Massachusetts Historical Society 
N.E.Q. — New England Quarterly 
N.H.M. — Newport Historical Magazine 
N.H.R. — Narragansett Historical Register 
P.A.J.H.S. — Publications of the American Jewish Historical Society 
R.I.H.M. — Rhode Island Historical Magazine 
R.I.H.S.C. — Rhode Island Historical Society Collections 
R.I.J.H.N. — Rhode Island Jewish Historical Notes* 

3. KEY TO ABBREVIATIONS OF LIBRARIES, HISTORICAL SOCIETIES AND 
OTHER RHODE ISLAND REPOSITORIES 

BethEl. — Temple Beth El of the Congregation of the Sons of Israel 
and David. 70 Orchard Avenue, Providence 

M.H.W.A. — Miriam Hospital Women's Association. Mrs. Daniel 
Miller, 315 Blackstone Blvd., Providence 

N.C.H. — Newport City Hall 
N.Ct.H. — Newport Court House 
N.H.S. — Newport Historical Society 
N.R.L. — Newport Redwood Library 
P.P.L. — Providence Public Library 
R.I.A. — Rhode Island Archives, State House, Providence 
R.I.J.H.L. — Rhode Island Jewish Historical Association Library, 209 

Angell Street, Providence 
R.I.H.S. — Rhode Island Historical Society Library, Hope Street, 

Providence 

*The pages in Volume IV, Number 2 of the Rhode Island Jewish Historical Notes 
were not numbered consecutively. All references to this issue have the corrected 
page numbers with the page numbers as they appear in the issue given in 
parentheses. 
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Abedon, M. Louis (1906- ) 
Who's Who in World Jewry. (New York, 1955) p. 4. 

Abraham, Bina 
Military Returns. Military Papers. Revolutionary War. Vol. 15. 

R.I.A. 

Abrahams, Ephraim 
Inferior Court of Common Pleas. Bk. D. N.Ct.H. 

Abrahams, Mrs. Ephraim 
Stiles, Rev. Ezra. Bill of Mortality for Newport, R. I. for the Years 

1760 to 1764. 

Abrahams, Esther 
Inferior Court of Common Pleas. Bk. C. N.Ct.H. 

Abrahams, Israel 
Admiralty Papers. Vols. 4, 5. R.I.A. 
Inferior Court of Common Pleas. Bks. B, C, D. N.Ct.H. 
Reports to the General Assembly. Vol. 2. R.I.A. 
Vernon, Thomas. Postmaster's Account Book, 1748-1752. R.I.H.S. 

Abrahams, Saul 
Admiralty Papers. Vol. 6. R.I.A. 
Inferior Court of Common Pleas. Bk. C. N.Ct.H. 

Abrams, Saul (1893- ) 
A.J.Y.B. Vols. 42, 43. 
Who's Who in World Jewry. (New York, 1955) p. 7. 

Abrich, Abraham (1869- ) 
Eminent Jews in America, p. 1. 

Ackerman, Myer 
Providence Relief Association. Charter, 1913. R.I.J.H.L. 

Adelman, David Charak (1892-1967) 
American Jewish Tercentenary Papers. R.I.J.H.L. 

"Beth David Pinkas", R.I.J.H.N., I (June, 1955), 184. 
"Chartered Organizations", R.I.J.H.N., II (June, 1955), 21-85. 
"Congregation of the Sons of Israel and David (Temple Beth El), 

The Early Years", R.I.J.H.N., III (May, 1962), 195-261. 
"Did Jews Settle in Rhode Island in 1658?", R.I.J.H.N., II (April, 

1958), 216-218. 
"Gemilath Chesed Hebrew Free Loan Association of Providence", 

R.I.J.H.N., I (December, 1954), 129-145. 
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"Jewish Family Names", R.I.J.H.N., III (November, 1958), 5-43. 
"Jews in the Court Records of Providence, 1739 to 1860: Superior 

Court of Judicature: Inferior Court of Common Pleas", R.I.J. 
H.N., I (June, 1954), 8-10. 

Life and Times of Judah Touro. Address: May 12, 1936. 
"Louis Lewisson: A Pioneer Jewish Merchant of Providence", 

R.I.J.H.N., I (December, 1954), 119-128. illus. 
"Mattie and Her Congregation", RJJ.H.N., II (April, 1957), 108-

111. 

"Montefiore Lodge, Ladies Hebrew Benevolent Association: The 
First Quarter Century", R.I.J.H.N., IV (May, 1963), 47-78. 

"Naturalization Lists: United States Court District of Rhode Island; 
Naturalization of Jews to September 26, 1906; Naturalizations to 
1905 State of Rhode Island: Naturalizations to 1905 State of 
Rhode Island Providence County", R.I.J.H.N., I (June, 1954), 
11-71. 

"An Old People Help Build a New Church", R.I.J.H.N., II (April, 
1958), 219-225. 

"Population of the Jewish Community of Providence 1877, based 
upon the City Directories of Providence and Pawtucket for the 
Year 1878 and the List of Subscribers to the Platform of the 
Proposed New Congregation Shaari Sholom", R.I.J.H.N., I (June, 
1954), 72-74. 

"The Providence Jewish Communities Unite", R.I.J,H.N., Ill (De-
cember, 1960), 160-191. illus. 

"Roger Williams and the Jews", R.I.J.H.N., I (June, 1955), 149-157. 
"Strangers: Civil Rights of Jews in the Colony of Rhode Island", 

R.I.J.H.N., I (December, 1954), 104-118. illus. 
"They Broke in — To Pray", R.I.J.H.N., II (April, 1958), 226-236. 

Adelson, Samuel, M.D. (1897-1965) 
"Necrology", R.I.J.H.N., IV (November, 1965), 300. 

Adler, Louis 
A.J.Y.B. Vol. 39. 

Adler, Walter 
Who's Who in American Jewry, p. 15-16. 
Who's Who in World Jewry. (New York, 1965) p. 14. 

Albert, Archie A. (1898-1962) 
"Necrology", R.I.J.H.N., IV (May, 1963), 101. 
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Alexander, Max 
The Jewish Home for the Aged of Rhode Island. MSS (1898-1963). 
The Jewish Home for the Aged of Rhode Island. 25 Years of Grow-

ing Old Gracefully. 1957. 

Alper, Meyer Solomon (1858- ) 
Eminent Jews in America, p. 4. 

Andriess, Murray 
A.J.Y.B. Vol. 46. 

Axelrod, James J. (1890- ) 
Who's Who in World Jewry. (New York, 1965) p. 43. 

Bachrach, David (d. 1939) 
A.J.Y.B. Vols. 5, 41. 

Baker, Murray 
A.J.Y.B. Vol. 46. 

Bakst, Henry J. (1906- ) 
Who's Who in World Jewry. (New York, 1965) p. 47. 

Ballon, Sidney (1912- ) 
Who's Who in World Jewry. (New York, 1965) p. 48. 

Bardach, Paul 
"Necrology", R.I.J.H.N., II (June, 1956), 94. 

Bazar, Martin 
A.J.Y.B. Vol. 46. 

Bearman, William W. (1889-1953) 
Who's Who in World Jewry. (New York, 1955) p. 52. 

Benjamin, Jonathan 
Petitions to the General Assembly. Vol. 18. R.I.A. 

Benjamin, Myer 
Petitions to the General Assembly. Vol. 11. R.I.A. 

Benjamin, Simeon 
Inferior Court of Common Pleas. Bk. 15. N.Ct.H. 

Bercovitz, Adolf (1877- ) 
Eminent Jews in America, p. 16. 

Berger, Hie L. (1885-1966) 
"Necrology", R.I.J.H.N., IV (November, 1966), 514. 

Berick, Morris (1903- ) 
Who's Who in American Jewry, p. 78. 
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Berkelhammer, Jacob (1887-1958) 
"Necrology", R.I.J.H.N., III (November, 1958), 76. 

Berlow, Charles (1897- ) 
Who's Who in American Jewry, p. 82. 

Bernhardt, Mr. and Mrs. Bertram L. 
Bernhardt Papers (1914-1950's). R.I.J.H.L. 

Bick, Isaac (1868-1932) 
A.J.Y.B. Vol. 35. 

Bilak, Albert 
A.J.Y.B. Vol. 46. 

Bilgray, Albert 
A.J.Y.B. Vol. 46. 

Blaustein, David (1866-1912) 
Universal Jewish Encyclopedia. Vol. Ill, p. 390. 
Blaustein, Miriam (arranger). Memoirs of David Blaustein: Edu-

cator and Communal Worker. New York, 1913. 
Strauss, Jesse Isidor. "David Blaustein", P.A.J.H.S., X X I I (1914), 

206-211. 

Blazar, Irving 
A.J.Y.B. Vol. 46. 

Bloch, Julius 
A.J.Y.B. Vol. 19. 

Boas, George (1891- ) 
A.J.Y.B. Vol. 24. 
Who's Who in World Jewry. (New York, 1965) p. 108-109. 

Boaz, Ralph Philip (1887-1945) 
A.J.Y.B. Vol. 24. 

Boldbeck, Julius 
"A Jewish Wedding", R.I.J.H.N., II (December, 1957), 208-209. 

Bolotow, Louis 
Congregation Ahavath Sholom. Golden Book. Mishkon Tfiloh. 

Bolotow, Nathan Abraham (1894- ) 
Who's Who in American Jewry, p. 121. 

Boyman, Alter (1883-1966) 
(ed.) Providence Passover Journal Issued in the Interests of the 

Histradut Jewish Federation of Labor of Israel. Vols. 2-25, 28-38 
(Providence, 1928-1951, 1954-1964) (English and Jewish). 

BethEl. 
"Necrology", R.I.J.H.N., IV (November, 1966), 514. 
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Rhode Island Jewish Fraternal Association. 60th Anniversary, 
1904-1964. (Providence, n.d.). R.I.J.H.L. 

South Providence Hebrew Free Loan Association. 50th Anniver-
sary: 1905-1955. Providence, n.d. 

Testimonial Dinner Tendered to Alter Boyman. June 13, 1937. 
Narragansett Hotel. BethEl. 

Who's Who in World Jewry. (New York, 1955) p. 101. 

Branz, Abraham Oscar (1893- ) 
Who's Who in American Jewry, p. 130. 

Braude, Rabbi William Gordon (1907- ) 
Awards, correspondence, clippings, sermons and addresses. BethEl. 
Collection of newspaper clippings, addresses, letters, tributes, ser-

mons and awards. BethEl. 
Collected Works. 
Correspondence. BethEl. 
Jewish Proselyting in the First Five Centuries of the Common Era. 

The Age of Tannaim and Amoraim. Providence, 1940. 
The Midrash on Psalms. New Haven, 1959. 
Personal Clippings. BethEl. 
"Providence", The Universal Jewish Encyclopedia, IX (New York, 

1943), 10-12. 
The Rabbinic Attitude Toward Proselytization and the Social 

Position of the Proselyte Within Jewry in the so-called Talmudic 
Period: a Survey of Secondary Sources. Providence, 1943. 

Sermons, addresses and radio talks. BethEl. 
"Tercententary", R.I.J.H.N., I (December, 1954), 79-99. 
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