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by
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In his excellent biography "Lopez of Newport" Stanley F. Chyet
describes the hoard of documents Aaron Lopez left behind, following
his tragic and unexpected death, as an embarrassment of riches. Because of this wealth of documentation Lopez has been a favorite of
historians. It is a phenomenon of history that the book is never closed.
Through the alertness of Nathaniel Shipton, curator of manuscripts
at the Rhode Island Historical Society, a series of letters and other
papers relating to Lopez not previously catalogued have been brought
to light. Yet, as often transpires when such a discovery is made, others
like Kilroy of World War II were there before. These papers were not
known to Chyet, or to Bruce Bigelow, who wrote a sketch of Lopez
published in the Rhode Island Jewish Historical Notes of June 1956,
or to Freda Egnal, who compiled the extensive "Bibliography of Materials Relating to the Jews of Rhode Island in Rhode Island Repositories", published in the November 1966 issue of these Notes.
But
some of them (possibly all) were known to Jacob Mark Jacobson, who
in 1927 prepared for the American Jewish Historical Society an essay
on "Jewish Merchants of Newport in Pre-Revolutionary Days." This
was published more than thirty years posthumously in the Notes of
November 1970. Jacobson identified five of these items (three papers
and two account books) in the collections of the Rhode Island Historical Society and thirty letters in the then private Shepley Library,
later taken over by the Rhode Island Historical Society. Yet 40 odd
other items (whether or not he had in fact examined them) remain
essentially new and lend a bit of excitement and a sense of discovery
to this examination of the material.
While space does not permit a detailed analysis, one finds here and
there an interesting or revealing glimpse of the past. T h e letters, all
but one of which were written to Lopez, extend from August 1756,
four years after his arrival in Newport, to April 26, 1782, only one
month before his death in his fifty-second year. There is a hiatus from
January of 1776 to February 1780, a period corresponding rather closely
to that of the occupation of Newport, December 1776 to October 1779.
There are extant of course Lopez papers covering his years in Boston
and Leicester, Massachusetts, but chance and history have decreed that
none would find their way into this collection.
T h e very first letter in the series, written on August 16, 1756 by
313
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Henry Lloyd of Boston, acknowledges a shipment of 95 casks of spermaceti oil and comments on the great destruction and loss of life from
the renowned earthquake in Lisbon, Portugal the previous year, which
resulted in the widespread destruction of that city and a great flood
in Setubal.
T h e only letter in the hand of Aaron Lopez himself, dated January
17, 1760, was a brief communication to Joseph Bennet of Providence
acknowledging the receipt of "Two Trunks of Goods", as he described
them, and directing the shipment of another to his friend James Lucena
—a rather inconsequential item in the sweep of history.
In a letter to Lopez dated June 16, 1760 Joseph 8c William Rotch
of Nantucket advise of the shipment by sloop to Newport of 205 casks
of head matter "one third on thy acc*. & Two thirds on accc. of Collins
& Rivera in very great haste the Vessel being just on sailing".
These early letters emphasize the importance of the products of the
whale in the commerce of the time—spermacetic oil, a lubricant, and
head matter, used in the manufacture of fine candles.
A very significant documentary fragment dated at Newport on September 10, 1761 reads: "they taking the Oaths of Allegiance, Supremacy
and Abjuration and complying with the Rules usual in Such Cases",
signed by Aaron Lopez and Isaac Elizer. This was an oath of loyalty
to the King taken in the course of their application for naturalization.
The application was denied by the court, ostensibly for political reasons
and possibly because of prejudice. Lopez nevertheless was naturalized
in Bristol County, Massachusetts in 1772 and Elizer in New York the
following year.
T h e prose of occasional letters verged on the poetic, as did this one
from Henry Cruger, Jr., his correspondent in Bristol, England: "The
Wind seems tolerable fair, shall give Capt. Bowen his Dispatches in
Order for him to go down 'this evening, he promised to sail by Break
of Day tomorrow morning, heartily wish you a quick & happy Sight
of him, which is all that I can recollect further to trouble you with,
save to assure you I am with the most sincere Regard, Sir, your most
Ob1. Hble Serv 1 .."
Among the many business letters, invoices, and accounts is this revealing glimpse of skulduggery sent by his kin Abraham Lopez from
Savanna la Mar, Jamaica (February 1, 1767) : "Your Brigantine Charlotte arriv'd here on Wednesday Last from the Grenades [i.e. Granada
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Islands] where the Capt n . has thought Proper to Remain 8c has detain'd
the Freight Money 8c every thing else he could Lay his hands on 8c
sent me the Empty Vessel by his Mate, M r . Jonathan Wheeler; He was
so great a Villain as to put up the Vessel there for Sale but his Mate
prevented him from disposing of her by informing the Gentlemen there
he was under some Apprehensions. Capt n . Brown from his Behaviour
had no Intention of Accounting to his Owner for Either the Freight,
Money or the Cargo, [or] the Vessel". The dastardly plot, however,
was foiled.
His good friend and business associate Joshua Hart wrote to him
from "Charles Town", South Carolina on March, 1770 concerning
routine business matters. In the postscript he expressed: "My sincere
wishes with those of my family to yourself & Kind Spouse 8c family",
and added: "My kind love to Mr. Rivera, his Kind Spouse 8c Children
& the Rest of his family . . . to the Widow & her Blessed Children.
M r . Abe M. Lopez, his worthy Spouse 8c Children, M r . David Lopez,
the Hasan,1 8c Please to Deliver the Inclosed Gidden2 to him for Sepher
Toras. 3 The Reason of my not enlarging is on acc1. of My Being
hurried as I am sending My Brother home to holland. My love to the
rest of yr. family." He surely touched all the bases.
Later, on August 30, 1770, Hart wrote: "Your esteemed favor of the
3 d July lays now before me, 8c note the Contents, particularly of the
receival of the 11 Dollars, which being the Ball ce . due to the Sedaka;4
8c flatter myself that ere the ensuing Hollidays quite approaches that
the Blessed Sinagogue is finished, & that every thing will be to your
mutual Satisfactions. I am Sincerely glad to find you 8c your worthy family
is in perfect health 8c permit me by via of my worthy 8c esteemed Friend
M r . Jacob Rivera to congratulate you on the safe delivery of your D r .
8c worthy Spouse & that God by his Infinite Mercies may prolong your
Days as to have the pleasure 8c Satisfaction of seeing her happy under
the Hupah 5 which is the Sincere Wishes of my Self my Wife, 8c D r .
Children." After conveying his best wishes to various members of the
family and expressing the "hope that the Great God of Israel may write
iHebrew for Cantor. In this case Isaac Touro, who was also the spiritual leader
of the synagogue.
2 Hebrew for sinews, as used in stitching or repairing the parchment scrolls.
s Hebrew for the scrolls containing the Five Books of Moses
(Pentateuch) written
in Hebrew and kept in the Ark in front of the synagogue.
^Hebrew for "charity", literally "righteousness." Now more commonly translated
"tzedakah." In the context of the letter it apparently means a pledge or fund.
5 Marriage
canopy, traditional at Jewish weddings.
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you all in the Book of Life", he concludes: "I shall take it kind you'l
kiss your D r . Son Jacob for me as likewise yr. Son Joshua; as likewise
my best respects to Hasan Touro & that I wish him merry hollidays
as likewise to all the Congregation. I strove to Ship your good Spouse
a little of our country produce but our Committee would not admit
of it."
Later, on March 10, 1775, in the shadow of war and occupation,
Lopez again heard from his old friend Joshua Hart. Acknowledging
a recent letter, he wrote that he was pleased to hear of "your worthy
familys health, together with yours and theirs good wishes." He added:
"please to return my respects to your brother Abraham and family,
and please to signify to him that I shall wait until he can soply me with
the annised water. I almost omitted wishing your good self and family
a Chearfull Puriam 6 with many Succeeding ones."
The last letter in the collection dated before the exodus from Newport and the occupation is written in archaic Portuguese by a scribe and
signed in a beautiful hand by his friend and client, Jacob Samuel
Jessurun of Surinam.* It appears to have a January 1776 date, very
close to the time that Lopez left Newport. The last entry in his day
book in Newport was in fact dated December 10, 1775.
Although the surrender of Yorktown would not occur for another
year and a half, trading was resuming in earnest. T h e next letter following a hiatus of more than four years and dated February 19, 1780,
is from his business correspondents Davis & Benson of Boston: "We
have now the Pleasure to Inform You that we are this Day advised by
express from Chatham of the safe arrival of the Snow7 Happy Return
at that Place in 37 Days from the Cape. Cap1. Davis writes us that his
Cargo Consists of Mollasses, Sugar Brown & Powdered (best Quality)
& Rum. T h e Snow sustained some Damage in going into the harbour,
the carpenters are Employed in repairing her. Shall Expect her round
this Port the first favourable wind. Permit us to Congratulate you On
this Pleasing Event & to subscribe ourselves with Sentiments of Our
Esteem. . . ." In a postscript he adds: "The Cap1. & his Crew have
suffered much on this Coast being forced by Contrary Winds three Times
from Lati d . 41 to 38"—i.e. driven back all the way from Montauk
Point, Long Island to Chesepeake Bay. The significance of this letter,
of course, lies in its indication of the beginning of the renewal of the
great mercantile career of Aaron Lopez.
Purim, the Feast of Lots.
A type of sailing vessel.
# See Appendix for text of this letter in modern Portuguese and English.
6

7
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It is of further interest that the enterprise appears to represent a
revival of the triangular trade, as the Cape referred to most likely is
Cape Coast on the African Gold Coast, home of the famed Ashanti
slaves.
It would be appropriate here to digress in order to take note of the
one ship's log book in this collection. While the book is not large,
it contains the records of five different vessels sailing under the ownership of Lopez and Rivera on eight separate voyages all under Captain
Nathaniel Briggs as master. Three logs involved trading in the West
Indies, while the remainder recorded voyages in the triangular slave
trade. A typical voyage was that of the Brig Cleopatra lasting more
than ten months from July 11, 1771 to May 20, 1772. The first entry,
that of July 11, noted: "At Six in the Morning wayed anker and came
to Sail from Rhode Island Bound for the Coast of Afraca in the Good
Ship Cleopatra, Nath1. Briggs Master, winds at N.E. at 11 AM Block
Island Bore west. Dis1. 3 Leag." She sailed south and east, arriving off
the Gold Coast on September 19, 1771. She tarried there for four
months, presumably selling her cargo, including of course rum, and
purchasing a new one. At long last, an entry for January 18, 1772
reads: "At 11 AM wayed anker and came to Sail with the wind of[f]
the Land Bound to the west Engis [Indies] in the Good Ship Cleopatra,
N. Briggs Master with one hundred & Sixty Seven Slaves on Bord Sum
of which is sick in the measesels. [measles]." We can imagine how the
miserable living cargo suffered below deck when on January 27 the
ship encountered a "hard Squal winds 8c Rain". T h e log on March 11
contains this laconic entry: "fine pleasant Breeses, clear Weather, at
3 A.M. lost antoney frenkling over Bord & drowned." On the same
day she arrived at Barbados, where it can be presumed she off-loaded
her human cargo (or as much of it as survived) and took on a new
cargo of West Indian products, mainly molasses, no doubt. On May 4
she again weighed anchor, bound for her home port in Rhode Island,
where she arrived on May 20, 1772.
Many other communications follow, teeming with details of trade and
maritime affairs. In a letter dated July 13, 1780 son Joseph Lopez,
who travelled to Boston from Leicester, Massachusetts to conduct business for his father, writes: "I have now the pleasure thank God to
inform you of my arrival here last Monday at 1 OClock after as agreable
a Journey as we could expect to enjoy in Such very warm weather, &
altho' I was much fatigued, am now perfectly recruited. Indeed I often
wished had availed of your advice in making use of your Sulky, as it
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would have afforded me some Shelter from the Scorching Sun." This,
no doubt, is the sulky in which his father was drowned a short two
years later at Scott's Pond in Smithfield, Rhode Island. After discussing
various business matters to which he had attended, including delivery
of a complaint about the bad quality "attending" some brandy which
his father had ordered from Boston, he continued: "Intelligence just
from Providence of the arrival of the French Fleet [The arrival of the
French fleet at Newport with Rochambeau aboard was an historic event
in Rhode Island.] this afternoon we purpose to Sett off for Newport
& have some thoughts if the weather continues warm to ride all night.
I must beg your excuse for the incorrectness of this Scrawl—my time
is Short, prevents copying it. Please to give my Duty to My Dear Mama
—love to all my Sisters & Brothers." (Lopez had six children by his
first wife and niece Abigail, born Anna, and ten by his second, Sarah
Rivera. When he died, he left twelve children behind.) Joseph continued: "also my best Respects to Uncle Jacob & T i a Rivera. My
Compliments to all the Families in general. I am with the greatest
Respect, Your Dutiful Son."
A letter from Amsterdam in beautiful script and dated January 15,
1781 is an announcement from Sigourney, Ingraham, Be Bromfield,
Boston Brahmins all, announcing the establishment of a trading agency
in Amsterdam. They are soliciting Lopez's business, evidence of the
revival of involvement in world trade by the young nation, and at the
same time an indication of the undiminished standing of Lopez in
mercantile enterprise.
Much attention is devoted in the coming months to the reestablishing
of old trading connections, new affiliations, the state of the market,
prices of available merchandise, and the problems of fluctuating and
unstable currency and exchange in the emerging new republic.
The following letter from Josiah Hewes of Philadelphia is typical of
the correspondence of the period, and is of especial interest in its
evidence of Lopez's continuing relationship with the Browns of Providence:
PhilacR 26 June 1781
r
M Aaron Lopez
Dear Sir
by M r . Samuel Myers, I was favoured with yours of the
21 ult 0 ., and note the Contents, and am well pleased we are so well
Clear off the Contin1. paper, on our Joint Acct. I Raley feared a
Loss their.
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Shall Debet your Acc1. with 42G 0/100 dollars as Directed and
take it out of the Sales of the tea 8cc
the bill for 300 dollars or 566 I have forwarded to france and
Sweden by order of Nicholas Brown, that you may settle that
matter with him. Grand Informed him thereof.
Save the Letter I have now Answered, have not a line from
you since the 9th may. that have not heard of the Receipt of mine
of the 5th., 8th., 15th. & 20 th . ult°. Since the 20 th . I have not had
an oppertunity of writing you, the post that should have come in
from the Eastward yesterday 4 weeks, was taken into york and since
that, til yesterday no Rider could be had.
I note you had purchased tea at 8 / Lawfull and had Limited
me 10/ to 12/6. I have not yet been able to get near that. Since
my last and about 4 weeks past, tea began to rise, when large
parcels Came in here from S'. Thomas, which had been purchased
at the S l . Eustaha [Eustatius] Sales, and since that a considerable
Quantity from france. these parcells ware Verey un Expected and
keeps tea down at 7/ to 7/6 Specie, that I now fear it will be some
time before it will get up to 10/. am told it has fel in Boston to
7/6. the total Stopage of the Continental money as I have fully
informed you of, prevented my selling for paper, fearing it would
share the same fate at Boston, which I find has come to pass, some
time since I allso fear you have suffered, in my last Remitance for
the two Bb ,s . pepper, notwithstanding the high price I obtained I
thought myself verey Lucky, when I sold the Sd. two barrels not
having the least Intimation of the Resolve of our Counsil which
appeared so soon after. Raseing the money to 175 for 1 and which
alarmed the whole City, being totally Ignorant of the Intent, hope
the bill comes timely to hand to save you. Soon after the above
Resolve continental was totally Rejected by the people here, and
the State did not pass current, all people joined against the tender
Laws, & took verey little but Specie, the assembly was caled last
week, all the tender Laws Repealed. Some people deal in the State
money from Choice at about 4 for 1. but Specie is the Chief Going.
I have never since you Enclosed me the Invoice, of the one Chest
tea, pepper, ginger, and coffee, heard father from it. haveing so
many letters to answer by this post cannot be more full, hopeing
soon to hear from you am
Sincerely yours
Josiah Hewes
P.l. in specie
Bills of Exchange 5 / 6 for 5 livers [French livres], European
goods 3/ 3 / 6 8c 3/9 p r . Liver. Jamaica Rum 10/, windward 7/ to
7/6. Sugars 52/6 to 53/. havanah brown sugar 6 d p1". box. whites
8 d . loaf sygar 1/6. coffee l l d 8c 1/ Riseing. pepper 7/ to 7/6.
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pymenta 1/3. Race Ginger 2/. Ground 3/ to 3/6 See. flour 19/,
s[ame] fine 23/ to 25/.
JH
An earlier letter from Hewes (May 22, 1781) contains a curious postscript: "N.B. Cap'. Anthony is in town in good health, left his famaly
well on Saturday last, thanks you for the trouble you have taken for
his Sons Ears, he knows the Scunck Cabbage well."
Resumption of a former business connection is sought in a letter from
Stephen Rapalje of New York dated October 22, 1781, and a new
affiliation in another from Hiram Levy of Newport now trying his luck
in Amsterdam (December 4, 1781). There is still another in elegant
French and beautiful script from the house of Condet 8c Company of
Courtrai in Flanders (now Belgium), bidding for an affiliation and
mentioning "Mr. hiam levy de rhode island", perhaps a bit of name
dropping. During the early months of 1782 there were three long
business letters from Samson Marcus 8c Co. of Amsterdam, representing
a considerable volume of business.
As evidence of the wide scope of the activities in which Lopez was
engaged in the months just before his untimely death, the last two
letters in this series serve as examples: one from a correspondent in
Kingston, Jamaica (March 22, 1782) and another from Bilbao, Spain
(May 22, 1782). Since in fact Aaron Lopez came to his unfortunate end
on May 27, 1782, only five days after the latter was written, it is quite
certain that he never had the opportunity to read it.
This brief essay reviews material that amounts to but a sample of
available documents relating to this man of far-ranging enterprise. The
particular significance of this material lies in the appreciable number
of letters which derive from the last two years of his life, the period
1780-1782. These reveal with considerable clarity the beginning revival
of his mercantile career. Despite his worldly outlook he maintained to
the end an intimate and devoted relationship to his large family. One
must reflect on what this able man in the prime of life might have
accomplished in the exciting days of the infant Republic if he but had
the opportunity to live out his expected span of years.
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A. Manuscript Material: letters, accounts, and oath of allegiance.
1756: Aug. 16, Boston, Henry Lloyd to A.L., a.l.
1760: Jan. 17, Newport, A.L. to Joseph Bennet, a.l.
June 16, Nantucket, Jos. & W . Rotch to A.L., a.l.
Oct. 29, Nantucket, Jos. & W . Rotch to A.L., statement of account.
1761: Sept. 10, Newport, A.L. and Isaac Elizer, fragment of oath.
1765: Aug. 2, Bristol, Eng., Henry Cruger, J r . to A.L., a.l. and statement of account.
Aug. 4, Bristol, Eng., Henry Cruger, J r . to A.L., a.l.
Sept. 18, Newport, account of wages, Ship America.
1767: Feb. 1, Savanna la Mar, Jamaica, Abraham Lopez to A.L., a.l. and enclosures.
July 23, Jamaica, John Newdigate to A.L., statement of account.
1768: Feb. 29, Savanna la Mar, Jamaica, Benjamin Wright to A.L., a.l.
1769: July 15, Kingstown, Jamaica, Benjamin Wright to A.L., a.l.
1770: March, Barbados, Jones & Moe to A.L., statement of account.
Mar. 1, Charleston, S.C., Joshua Hart to A.L., a.l. and statement of account.
Aug. 30, Charleston, S.C., Joshua Hart to A.L., a.l.
1772: Jan. 13, Providence, R.I., Jos. & Wm. Russell to A.L., a.l.
Apr. 12, Providence, R.I., Jos. & W m . Russell to A.L., a.l.
Nov. 4, Providence, R.I., Jos. & Wm. Russell to A.L., a.l.
Nov. 10, Providence, R.I., Jos. & W m . Russell to A.L., a.l.
Nov. 25, Providence, R.I., Jos. & W m . Russell to A.L., a.l.
1773: Feb. 9, Providence, R.I., Jos. & W m . Russell to A.L., a.l.
Apr. 14, Providence, R.I., Jos. & W m . Russell to A.L., a.l.
June 29, Providence, R.I., Jos. & W m . Russell to A.L., a.l.
July 22, Providence, R.I., Jos. & W m . Russell to A.L., a.l.
July 24, Providence. R.I., Jos. & W m . Russell to A.L., a.l.
July 27, Providence, R.I., Jos. & W m . Russell to A.L., a.l.
Aug. 4, Providence, R.I., Jos. & W m . Russell to A.L., a.l.
1774: Jan. 8, Providence, R.I., Jos. & W m . Russell to A.L., a.l.
1775: Mar. 10, Charleston, S.C., Joshua Hart to A.L., a.l.
May 15, Libson, Portugal, Mayne & Co. to A.L., a.l.
1776: Jan., Surinam, Jacob Samuel Jessurun to A.L., a.l. in Portuguese.
1780: Feb. 19, Boston, Mass., Davis & Benson to A.L., a.l.
Mar. 16, Hartford, Conn., Josiah Blakely to A.L., a.l.
Mar. 20, Boston, Mass.. Daniel Sears to A.L., a.l.
Apr. 14, Hartford, Conn., Josiah Blakely to A.L., a.l.
Apr. 17, Boston, Mass., Charles Sigourney to A.L., a.l.
Apr. 21, Boston, Mass., Charles Sigourney to A.L., a.l.
July 13, Boston, Mass., Joseph Lopez to A.L., a.l.
July 18, Newport. R.I., Zebediah Story to A.L., a.l.
July 27, Boston, Mass., James Swan to A.L., a.l.
Aug. 1, Hartford, Conn., Stephen Mears to A.L., a.l.
Sept. 19, Providence, R.I., John Rogers to A.L., a.l.
Sept. 20, Worcester, Mass., Joseph Allen to A.L., a.l.
Oct. 11, Boston, Mass., Joseph Barrell to A.L., a.l.
Oct. 12, Boston, Mass., Jonathan Hastings, J r . to A.L., a.l.
Oct. 17, Boston, Mass., Joseph Barrell to A.L., a.l.
Oct. 18, Boston, Mass., William Foster to A.L., a.l.
Nov. 8, Boston Mass., William Foster to A.L., a.l.
Nov. 28, Suffield, Mass., Thaddeus Leavitt to A.L., a.l.
Dec. 21, Boston, Mass., Jonathan Hastings, J r . to A.L., a.l.
1781: Jan. 15, Amsterdam, Netherlands, Sigourney, Ingraham 8c Bromfield to A.L., a.l.
Apr. 10, Fishkills, N.Y., Cornelius T e r Bush to A.L., a.l.
Apr. 17, Fishkills, N.Y., Cornelius T e r Bush to A.L., a.l.
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May 9, Fishkills, N.Y., Cornelius T e r Bush to A.L., a.l. and statement of
account.
May 22, Philadelphia, Penna., Josiah Hewes to A.L., a.l.
June 3, Philadelphia, Penna., Josiah Hewes to A.L.. a.l.
June 26, Philadelphia, Penna., Josiah Hewes to A.L., a.l.
July 10, Philadelphia, Penna., Josiah Hewes to A.L., a.l.
July 17, Philadelphia, Penna., Josiah Hewes to A.L., a.l.
Sept. 30, Fishkills, N.Y., Cornelius T e r Bush to A.L., a.l.
Oct. 22, New York, N.Y., Stephen Rapalje to A.L., a.l.
Dec. 4, Amsterdam, Netherlands, Hiram Levy to A.L., a.l.; Samson Marcus &
Co., to A.L., a.l.
Dec. 21, Amsterdam, Netherlands, Daniel Crommelin & Sons to A.L., a.l.
1782: Feb. 27, Courtray, Flanders (Courtrai, Belgium) , Condet & compagnie to
A.L., a.l. in French.
Mar. 10, Amsterdam, Netherlands, Samson Marcus & Co. to A.L., a.l. (Attached a.l., Samson Marcus to A.L. dated March 23.)
Mar. 14, Amsterdam, Netherlands, Samson Marcus & Co., to A.L., a.l.
Mar. 22, Jamaica, Thomas & Jonathan Dolbeare to A.L., a.l.
Mar. 30 (and Jan. 7 enclosures) , Amsterdam, Netherlands, Samson Marcus &
Co. to A.L., a.l.
May 22, (with Apr. 26 enclosures), Bilbao, Spain, Joseph Gardoqui & Sons
to A.L., a.l.
B. Log Book of Nathaniel Briggs, master. Eight Voyages for Lopez & Rivera
1. Brig Sally, Aug. 9, 1767 to Nov. 5, 1767. Newport to West Indies and return.
Contains account of trading at Antiqua.
2. Brigantine Hannah, May 9, 1768 to Dec. 19, 1768. Slaving voyage out of
Newport to Africa.
3. Ship Cleopatra, Jan. 13, 1770 to Apr. 18. 1770. Newport to West Indies and
return.
4. Ship Cleopatra, July 5, 1770 to Apr. 2, 1771. Newport to Africa and thence
to West Indies and return on slaving voyage.
5. Ship Cleopatra, July 11, 1771 to May 20. 1772. Newport to Africa and thence
to West Indies and return on slaving voyage.
6. Ship Cleopatra, Dec. 16, 1772 to Mar. 19, 1773. Newport to West Indies and
return.
7. Ship Africa, May 1, 1773 to July 16, 1774. Newport to Africa and thence to
West Indies and return on slaving voyage.
8. Brig Washington, June 16, 1783 to Aug. 14, 1783. Newport to West Indies
and return.
C. Store Blotters of Aaron Lopez (account
1. Oct. 31, 1770 to Dec. 27, 1770.
2. Dec. 20, 1774 to Mar. 8, 1775.

books or

ledgers)
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Letter from Jacob Samuel
January, 1776. Transcribed
translated into English.

of

Portuguese

Jessurun to Aaron Lopez and
associates,
in modern Portuguese orthography
and

Translator's
memo:
The punctuation
in Jessurun's Portuguese
is
essentially his. In the translation, the punctuation has been
rearranged
when needed to clarify Jessurun's
prose.
MODERN

PORTUGUESE

VERSION

Caritativos e Benignos Senhores
Muito caritativos senhores:

Janeiro, 1776

Achando-me muito agradecido e obrigado aos grandes favores que
tenho recebido de S. M., nao me acho capaz com a pluma poder-lhes
dar os devidos agradecimentos; pois seu capitao Math. Hathaway
teve a bondade e caridade; certamente por haver-lhe S. M. assini
dado ordens, de prolongar o tempo do pagamento do que tao legalmente lhes devo a S. M. por ainda' o tempo de um ano, visto tem
boa seguran^a de meus escravos, pelo montante; bem entendido
pagando interesses acerca de 8% por ano, cujos porcentos lhe paguei,
juntamente com a tenue soma de £ 240* em desconto do cabedal; pois
J he declaro a S. M. como Judeu que bastante trabalho me custou para
poder vir a alcan^ar essa tenue soma, pela razao que das pessoas aos
quais acreditei e que tenho que haver, como lhe e constavel do capifao
Hathaway e S. M. nao ignoram que um homem que teve negocio tem
seu dinheiro em poder de uns e outros, e como por pecados os tempos
em esta colonia estao tao calamitosos que todos os principais plantadores
pedem tempo para poder pagar; e somos obrigados os que temos que
haver de eles a lhes consentir, e quando nao o queremos consentir, a
justi9a nos obriga a dar-lhes tempo, tudo em considera^ao^ para ver
que com isso venham a estar em estado de pagar, pois o juiz proprio
ve o calamitoso que esta o tempo; S. M. podem estar certos de que
faijo e farei meu melhor afim de que com toda brevedade possivel de
cada- voyage que vier a esta o capitao Hathaway, de pager-lhe alguma
parte ate com bem ficar liquidado, suplicando a S. M. tomem em
considera^ao achar-me hoje favorecido com uma grande familia de
•Here the writer of the letter inserted something between
could not decipher, [transcription note]
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10 filhos e filhas, eu e minha mulher, com lima mae velha de 70 anos
que fazem 13 em familia que mantenho, isso em urn tempo tab
calamitoso como este que presentemente nos achamos; pois assaz haver
sido razoavel comigo de suas afortunadas e benignas obras de caridade.
Juntamente ser seu capifao tao bom, certamente por as ordens que
S. M. lhe deram; considerem S. M. que seria de mim e de minha pobre
familia o ficar deprivado de meus escravos cjue me ganham o diario
mantimento com que se mantem minha familia por ora ate que possa
receber as somas que tenho que haver de uns e outros, como S. M. se
podem informar do capitao Hathaway a quem lhe e contsavel ser a
pura e real verdade o que lhes notifico a S. M. em tudo por tudo, assim
suplico, benignos senhores, caso possa ser, me favore^am S. M. em me
solazar [sic] de pagar interesses por o mencionado soma que tab legalmente lhes devo; pois sobre todas suas caritativas e benignas obras
que com todos tem usado e ate o presente est'ao usando espero seja
esta obra de caridade a mais minima que tem S. M. feito; como Judeus
tementes a Deus e pais de filhos, pois S. M. podem considerar a dor
que e a um pai quando um fiiho pede alimento e um pai nao se acha
com que lhe poder socorrer, assim espero em suas beriignidades,
tomarao em considera^ao minhas referidas razoes e me assistirao em
esta ocasiao solazando-me [sic] de pagar ditos interesses, cousa que para
S. M. e muito tenue e para mim de muito proveito por cuja meritoria
obra como por as demais ficarei rogando ao excelso divino, guarde,
prospere e aumente a S. M. conforme de suas prezadas familias; por
os anos de seu desejo, como proprio se desejam e lhe auxilia este quem
se preza ser devindo o mais humilde e certo servidor
q. S. M. b.
(ass) Jacob Samuel Jessurun
(For English translation see next page.)
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Kind and Good Sirs
Very kind sirs:

VERSION

January, 1776

Finding myself very grateful and obliged for the great favors I have
received from you, I am unable to thank you properly in writing.
Your captain Mathew Hathaway had the goodness and the kindness,
undoubtedly because you so ordered, to prolong the deadline for the
payment of what I so legally owe you for the additional time of one
year, with my slaves as security for that sum and at 8% per year interests
which I have already paid, together with the slight sum of £ 240* to
be discounted from the total. I swear to you as a Jew who has found
it difficult to accumulate that small sum because of credit I gave to
some people and who owe me, as capt. Hathaway knows and you will
not deny, that a man in business has his money in the power of different
individuals and, as payment for our sins, times in this colony are so
calamitous that all the principal planters ask time to pay; and we who
have to deal with them are obliged to consent. When we do not wish
to consent, the law obliges us to give them time so that they might
later be able to pay. This because the judge himself sees how calamitous
these times are. You can be sure that I am doing and shall continue
to do my best so that in as short a time as possible I shall be able
to pay a part to capt. Hathaway every time he travels here so as to
ultimately liquidate the debt. But I beg you to take note that at
present I am favored with a large family of ten sons and daughters,
myself and my wife, as well as an old mother of seventy, making a
total of thirteen people I support. And this in such a calamitous time
as the one in which we now live. You have been more than generous,
kind and charitable to me, as has your capt. Hathaway also been,
certainly on your instructions. Consider what would happen to me and
my poor family if we were to be deprived of our slaves, which earn
what keeps my family going until I receive what others owe me. This
you can verify from capt. Hathaway, who knows it is nothing but the
whole truth. Thus I beg you, if possible, to favor me by releasing me
from the paying of interests, which I so legally owe you on the mentioned principal. Above all your charitable and good works, which
you have dispensed to all and to the present they are using, I hope
this work of charity will be the least you have practiced. As good
Jews, God-fearing and fathers of children, you can well understand
#

I have not tried to guess what an illegible insertion between the lines meant,
[translator's note]
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the grief a father feels when he sees his child ask for food and he, the
father, has none to give. Thus I trust in your kindness, that you will
take into account my above stated reasons and help me on this occasion
by releasing me from paying said interest, something insignificant for
you, but of great importance for me. For this meritorious work, as well
as for others, I shall pray to the great divinity that he keep you and
permit you to prosper, and the same for your families, as long as you
wish, and that the undersigned, who prides himself in your debt and
your most humble and obedient servant, may be of help to him.
I wish you good health
(signed) Jacob Samuel Jessurun

NOTE
Identification of the writer of this letter and its geographical source has been
difficult. Pertinent information does not appear on the manuscript. T h e following is
derived from internal evidence. In a personal communication to the author (SJG)
Rabbi Malcolm H. Stern, genealogist of the American Jewish Archives, states:
" I have searched in vain for your Jacob Samuel Jessurun. T h e nearest that I can
come to him is a man of the same name, probably the grandfather of Aaron Lopez's
correspondent, whose son Abraham was married in Surinam, 12 Tishri 5487 (7
October 1726). ( P A J H S v. 18, p. 2 0 0 ) . I have eliminated Curasao, Barbados, New
York, Savannah, and Charleston. I think you would be safe in stating that this Jacob
Samuel Jessurun seems to be part of a family known to have been in Surinam."
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HARRY ADOLPH HOFFMAN*
This naughty, irrepressible, mischief loving rascal is none other than
our dearly beloved Harry. We dare say no more because his parents
might read this. A look at Harry's record card might cause one to think
he is a grind, but we know better, and his teachers will testify that he
does a little studying. Herr Harry is not athletically inclined, but we
love him just the same. In passing, one might ask who starts the gabfests in chemistry and takes such a fatherly interest in 1-A girls during
study periods. Harry is headed for Kingston. "Lookout Kingston" say we.

•Ed. note—This was taken from the 1916 issue of the Tech Review, the year book
of Providence Technical High School. Mention is made therein to Hoffman's
plans to enroll at Rhode Island State College in the fall. Instead he matriculated
at Brown University.

T H E W A R D I A R Y O F H A R R Y A. HOFFMAN, 1918-1919
Edited and reviewed by Benton H. Rosen
Harry A. Hoffman, the son of Max D. and Esther Hoffman, was born
in Providence on June 22, 1898. After graduating from Providence
Technical High School in 1916, he enrolled in the engineering course
at Brown University as a member of the Class of 1920. Shortly after
the Declaration of War in 1917 he volunteered for service in the
United States Army. Most of his duty was with Battery E, 44th Coast
Artillery, a First Army unit.
His diary, a neatly written account, contained in a small leatherbound volume about 3 x 5 inches in size, covers the period from January
1, 1918 until his final entry on February 8, 1919. T h e material for the
few weeks of 1919 was written on lined letter paper provided by the
Knights of Columbus for the use of soldiers.
Hoffman made good use of a limited amount of writing space to
convey the story of the horrors and miseries of the trench warfare of
the First World War. Also, he rather vividly described the bitter winter
cold which characterized part of his training period at Fort Wetherill,
located in Jamestown, R. I.
After his discharge in 1919, Hoffman maintained an intense interest
in veterans' affairs. This devotion to tha welfare of veterans and their
dependents endured for the rest of his life.
In 1931 he became Commander, Department of Rhode Island, Veterans
of Foreign Wars (V.F.W ) . During the years 1941-1950 he served as a
member of the Board of Directors of the Widows and Orphans Home
of the V.F.W., located in Eaton Rapids, Michigan. For the last two
years of that period he was President of the body. A great deal of his
spare time was devoted to the interests of the Jewish War Veterans of
the United States as well.
Harry Hoffman died in 1972.
T h e text of the diary follows:
TRAINING

CAMP

Jan. 1, 1918 To-day is the second day I've been back to camp and
still feel blue after having such a short time with Marion. 1 Called up
from camp to talk to her and say goodbye but she was gonel
in

i T h i s romance
1921.

did not

endure.

Hoffman
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This afternoon we went on a long hike, arrived home almost starved
and had tripe for supper—after such a day's work! I ate bread and
butter.
Jan. 2 Went on another hike to-day.
hours. My frozen ear is almost better.

Walked six miles in two

Jan. 3 Was on guard to-day. It certainly was cold. We were one
hour on guard and three off. This meant seven extra men in the
guard house. In a room that can hold only 15 men comfortably we
jammed 30. There were not enough cots to go around. Two men had
to sleep on the same bed. The air was stifling. One fellow fainted and
another took a fit. Outside it was terribly cold, and I had to keep
running to stay warm.
Jan. 4 Came off guard and went to Newport. The water between
the Torpedo Station and Newport was choked with ice. The ferry
could just crawl through, pushing the huge cakes ahead. After a few
trials she succeeded in docking. I hurried back to camp lest the ferries
suspend their trips.
Jan. 5 Had an inspection to-day and my bed was passed without one
bit of fault-finding. In the afternoon we hiked towards the north end
of the island and covered about 10 miles. Was dead tired so I went
to bed very early.
Jan. 6 Went on another hike to-day—this time to Beaver Tail Light,
8 miles from camp.
Jan. 7 Major Merchant to-day lectured to us on sex diseases. In
the afternoon we received the first of a series of lectures on Coast
Artillery. Examinations will be held soon for Gunners' ratings and we
are preparing for them.
Jan. 8 We went on guard to-day. All last night it rained steadily
and the ground was covered with a coating of ice. The walking was
very dangerous. I had Number 1 post which is on a slight hill. I only
fell seven times during the course of my watch.
Jan. 9 Came off guard to-day and heard the rumor that we were
going to be paid to-day. It turned out to be only a rumor.
Jan. 11 We had a dull day to-day on the 12-inch guns. We cleaned
up the breech block, and incidentally I learned the parts of the guns
that had perplexed me. In the afternoon we went on a hike.
Jan. 12 Had an inspection to-day. This afternoon I went over to
Newport and enrolled in the Mechanical Drawing class at the Art
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Association. The lessons will cost 50^ but Lieutenant Upham, who
will instruct us, believes he can fix it so it will not cost us anything.
If we wish to become Master Gunners some day, this course could prove
to be a great help.
Jan. 13 To-day we were told to learn the International Code by
Thursday (Jan. 17th). Everybody is studying "da da, dit dit da."
Jan. 14 Went to the doctor to-day and he gave me some pills to
settle my stomach. I feel much better now.
Went over to Fort Adams this afternoon to see the film " T h e Training of a Soldier." It tried to show the right and wrong ways of executing
the military commands.
Jan. 15 Rained severely all day and the cold caused a sheet of ice
to cover the ground. Were paid this morning at 10 o'clock and got
soaked waiting in line for it. This afternoon we practiced the International Code, and I was appointed to instruct ten men in the Semaphoric Code.
Jan. 16 We had an infantry drill this morning under Lt. Smith and
it was some drill! It was "pep" from beginning to end. Attended my
first lesson at the Art Association to-day. I believe that I shall like it.
The people are trying very hard to please us. Lt. Upham is our instructor. I am to take up the drawing necessary to become a Master
Gunner. Went over to the YMCA this evening and heard a Mrs. Gould
sing. She has a lovely voice and I enjoyed myself greatly.
Jan. 17 To-day was a red-letter day. This morning we had an
infantry drill and received an awful bawling out from Lt. Smith. He
is a hell of an officer. He thinks that if he hollers a little louder that
he becomes clearer. He'll never make a drill master. This afternoon
we had an artillery drill on the three inch guns. I was number 3. Received a package from home containing pancakes! Imagine that—real
pancakes.
And to-night for supper we had ice cream and fruit cake. It was just
like Old Home Week!
Jan. 19 Came off guard and went over to Newport to the drawing
class. Did a little fundamental work to prove to Lt. Upham I could
handle the subject. Then went to a chop suey joint for supper. At the
Colonial Theatre I heard the fireman of the Lusitania speak.
Jan. 21 Wensley took us out on calisthenics this morning in zero
weather without gloves and with guns! I almost froze my fingers off.
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COMES

Jan. 22 Snowed all day, and we went on a hike in the afternoon in
6 inches of snow. We walked until I thought we would drop. Had gun
drill to-day. Was hauled out at 9 o'clock to shovel off snow from the
parapet.
Jan. 23 To-day our company went on guard, and I was a supernumerary. Went over to the drawing class. Learned over in Fort Adams
that three German agents were captured with plans on them to blow
up Rose's Island. There is enough powder there to blow up every one
of the five forts to eternity. The shock would damage property way up
to Providence.
Jan. 24 Was out shoveling snow all morning from the parapets and
guns. Learned to-day that the 66th Artillery, which is to leave very
soon for France, is to be recruited from the Bay Forts. There are two
rumors about. The first—that the 30 oldest men in point of service
shall be taken from each company. The second—that our company
will be taken as a whole. We are in an uncertain state.
Jan. 25 Went on a 10 mile hike with the snow almost two feet thick.
Asked to go home and got permission.
Jan. 26 Caught the 10 o'clock ferry and reached Providence by one
o'clock. Just six months ago I left Providence for field service. It
seems six years since I wore civilian dress. Went to the Emery (theater)
and saw a fine show.
Jan. 28 Went on guard to-day and got No. 2 Post at the east end
of the guard house. It was veiry cold, and the rain that was falling froze
as soon as it touched an object. My poncho was one mess of ice.
Jan. 29 Came off guard to-day and did a week's washing. I have
been issued another blanket, making four in all. I'm not cold any more
during sleeping hours.
Jan. 30 Was selected for old guard fatigue to-day. We had to dress
in blue denims and gather up the cord wood that was piled on the
dock. Got permission to go over to Newport and ducked unloading a
batrge of coal. Went to the drawing class.
Jan. 31 Had Muster Roll this morning. Then had a short infantry
drill and bayonet exercise. This afternoon we had a drill with the
semaphore flags. Heard to-day that the recruiting for the 66th Regiment
begins Sunday. We'll know very soon now whether we go or not.
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Feb. 4 Did old guard fatigue to-day. First shoveled some coal and
then went to guard the prisoners. Was with them until Retreat. Were
ordered to draw three days supply of water to use while the water
main is fixed. All our canteens are filled and every utensil holds water.
Feb. 5 Pete Wilder, who went home yesterday, was found to have
scarlet fever. In order to see whether there are any more cases, we are
quarantined for 10 days. We cannot write letters and cannot use the
phone. Windsor, however, remained outside the barracks and wrote
a card to our homes to tell them what happened. We cannot leave
camp, cannot even go on guard.
QUARANTINE

Feb. 6 This is the second day of the quarantine. This morning we
took every cot out of the barracks into the street and let them air out
until four o'clock in the afternoon. Then we scrubbed the entire
barracks with kerosene and water, burning camphor in parts of the
building. They allowed us to write one postal each which was fumigated
before mailing. This afternoon we went on a short hike—came back
starving. And the supper I ate was no sick man's supper either!
Feb. 7 Second day of the quarantine. Had a gun drill. I was in
charge of the ammunition hoist detail. In the afternoon we had a hike.
Was supposed to go on guard, but excused because of the quarantine.
Was paid to-day.
Feb. 8 Gun drill on the 12's and 3's. In the afternoon we hiked 10
miles. Had an entertainment to-night in the mess hall, and boxing was
the feature of the evening. Later we were served ice cream and cake.
Feb. 9 They asked for volunters to-day to go with the 66th Regiment
(8" howitzers). All men who have been in the service over six months
cannot go. I cannot volunteer myself now. Everyone is excited. All
around camp this afternoon are quiet; they are all deciding whether
to go or not. T o liven things up I dropped a stink bomb. It did!
Feb. 10 To-day was very quiet. Men battled with their thoughts.
Should I go; should I stay? Oh why couldn't they order us across, instead
of putting it up to us?
Feb. 11 T h e quarantine was lifted to-day. Went over to Fort Adams
this morning—and by luck missed getting on guard.
Feb. 14 Was on old guard fatigue. Tommy Hawk and I were detailed to clean out the cellar in the officers' quarters. It was as interesting as an old garret; we had a wonderful time.
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Feb. 15 Had a battalion drill to-day and our prince of lieutenants,
one Mr. Wensley, made a fool of himself and the company. He was
completely lost in the drill!
This afternoon we had an artillery drill which lasted until four
o'clock. I was in the No. 9 position, chief of the hoist tackle detail. This
evening we went to Fort Adams and saw more films on " T h e Training
of a Soldier."
Feb. 16 Took Dave Litman's place in the tailor shop and acted as
"dog robber" 2 in his place. All I had to do was make up the beds in
the officers' quarters, sweep up, tend fires, etc. In addition I did a little
pressing.
Feb. 17 Pressed my own uniform to-day and also that of Lt. McNair.
Hung around the tailor shop offering free pressing jobs but got no bids.
Feb. 18 Litman came back this morning, so I lost my job. This
afternoon we had a 12-inch gun drill. We fired the gun in 2 minutes
40 seconds. The last drill our best time was 4 minutes. We're improving.
Feb. 19 Had 12" and 3 " gun drill this afternoon. Acted as gun
pointer on the 3" guns. Had an infantry drill after the artillery.
Feb. 20 Was on guard to-day. 'When we went out at noon to-day,
it was warm and beautiful as in summer, and at six o'clock the wind
was howling. The temperature has dropped to a point below zero.
Feb. 21 Came off guard and stayed around the stove. It's very cold
again. This afternoon the commanding officer walked through the
barracks and nobody yelled out "Attention". He said: "Get on your
job . . . somebody yell out 'Attention' ". He was sore, and I believe
we'll hear about this soon.
Feb. 22 We went on a short
platoon movement. As to-day is
work. However, we had to go up
room. This was punishment for
officer in the barracks yesterday.

infantry hike, and then through a
a holiday we were not supposed to
to headquarters and scrub out every
the incident with the commanding

Feb. 23 Was sent up on the big guns to clean away the snow. After
inspection, about ten o'clock, the sergeant handed me a pass! Got to
Providence and home about one o'clock.
Feb. 24 Took the 6:30 train back and got into camp at 10:45—tired
as a dog. Can you imagine what happened then? Was told that I'd
have to go on guard!
sOfficers' orderly.
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Feb. 2.5 Came off guard at noon dead tired and didn't do a thing
the whole afternoon but sleep.
GUN

DRILL

Feb. 27 Had a gun drill on Gun #2 and loaded it in the fastest
time yet. We did it in one minute and 47 seconds. Then we had a
short infantry drill. In the afternoon went on a hike to the north end
of the island, covering 11 i/g miles. I'm dead tired. Went to bed at 6:30.
Feb. 28 Another gun drill to-day. We lowered the record of yesterday
by 20 seconds.
Mar. 1 Went on guard to-day and made orderly. Had nothing to
do but answer phone calls. Was through at 7 o'clock. Instead of walking post I got a good night's sleep.
Mar. 3 Hung around camp all day. Read a good book: " T h e Mask"
by Arthur Hornblow. In the afternoon I took charge of the stoves.
This kept me pretty busy. Went to bed at 11 o'clock.
Mar. 5 Was offered my five-day pass to-day and had to refuse it
because I had no mazuma.3 I'll take it a little later.
Mar. 6 It rained to-day, and we had to shovel the water off the
parapets so it wouldn't freeze there. Later went up to the guns for
instruction. Had an infantry drill in the barracks. We made room by
piling the cots in one corner.
Mar. 7 To-day they chose men to make up the 66th Regiment—eight
inch howitzers. This regiment may not go over for two or three months
yet. I was chosen to go with them.
Mar. 8 Snowed all night, and in the morning we had to shovel.
Went on a hike in the afternoon, getting back about five o'clock. T h e
Americans are now tasting the first bit of trench warfare, and from the
reports received they are doing wonderfully well.
Mar. 10 Took a shower at 1:00 A.M. While trying to get in the
kitchen window for some soap I fell into the swill barrel. I was some
sight! Had to bale the parapet of the water that was covering it—almost
a foot deep.
Mar. 11 Went on guard to-day. Was the Colonel's orderly.
through at 7 o'clock.

Got

Mar. 13 Learned to-day that the fellows going with the 66th Regiment are to be in Capt. Cannon's battery. Capt. Cannon is some boy!
sYiddish for cash or money.
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Camouflaged submarine came into the harbor at 5:22 P.M. Heard a
rumor—we're going to be paid—sometime.
Mar. 14 Five men who were chosen to go with the 66th were turned
down. We were given notice to be ready to leave within 24 hours time.
All our personal belongings must be sent home.
The fellows who were successful applicants for the Officers' Training
School at Ft. Monroe were announced to-day. They are to leave soon.
Mar. 15 Had artillery inspection this morning. In the afternoon we
were assigned the job of pulling the guns down to the dock. The
roads were muddy and the ropes were wet. It was a punk job.
Mar. 16

Am in the kitchen this week.

Mar. 19 Learned to-day that my name had been crossed off the list
of the 66th at Adams. This means I cannot go. I will be staying back
when the bunch goes. I don't want to—oh, I don't want to. I've not
given up hope yetl I may be able to go yet. God—I hope so.
Mar. 20 Was told to-day that all hope for the 66th Regiment was
not gone. The chance that I may go is pretty good. They called for
replacement troops for the regiments that left Adams. These troops, as
I understand it, are to be sent over immediately. I am thinking of volunteering. The other regiment has an advantage over the 66th because the
men are all trained.
R U M O R OF

MOVEMENT

Mar. 21 An order came over from Adams that 18 men
chosen to go along with the replacement troops. My name
official list from headquarters. All passes and furloughs are
held. I lose my 5-day furlough. We expect to leave in a few

were to be
was on the
to be withdays.

Mar. 22 Was examined to-day for the replacement troops and was
passed all right. Learned that we would probably leave Wetherill
Sunday morning, so I called up home and told Mother that I couldn't
come home. Asked her to come down and see me Saturday.
Mar. 23 Had a battalion drill this morning for Governor Beekman.
He told us of his experiences in France. Mother and Sidney arrived at
camp at noon and stayed until 4 o'clock. All my old equipment was
taken in and our new stuff is ready for us.
I sent home my books and other personal belongings with Mother.
Gee, but I was proud of the way she acted down here. Although I
could see she was suffering, she did not break down once. Well, I'm
ready to go now.
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Our identification tags were handed out.
Mar. 24 Went on guard to-day. Got my field equipment this afternoon, and immediately put on my trench shoes. To-night I am walking
post. About 11 o'clock the New York boat sailed out of the harbor. I
was to be on that boat going on my five-day furlough to New York—
and Marion. Instead I am walking post, watching the ship as she fades
away in the distance. Such is the way of fate.
Mar. 25

Came off guard at noon and immediately packed my roll.

We expect orders to leave at any moment. Stenciled all my equipment:
Harry A. Hoffman
C.A. Repl. Tr.
Lay in bed the greater part of the afternoon as I slept but little during
the night.
Mar. 26 Went on a hike in my trench shoes. They feel all right.
Just eight months ago to-day we left Providence for Fort Wetherill, and
during that time many things have happened—many joys, many disappointments. Yet, I'm glad to be leaving—I'm glad to get out.
Mar. 27 We were told to make up our packs at 8 o'clock'. We all
thought we were going away. It was just another hike—this time with
packs.
Had a physical exam to-day. We'll have one every day until we go.
Mar. 28 Had another physical exam. Went on a fifteen mile hike,
and when I got back was dead tired. Haven't heard yet when we leave.
Took Litman's place at the Officers' Building as dog robber. Had to
make up the beds and build the fires.
Mar. 29 Had a complete inspection of our field equipment. My gun
was condemned.
Mar. 30 Still waiting for word to leave. In the afternoon we burned
the grass off the baseball field, and then had a game.
To-night we advanced the clocks one hour.
Mar. 31 Were wakened up by the bugle at 4:30 A.M. with the sound
of fire call. The Search-Light House burned down, and we had to put
it out. This took about an hour.
Had a muster call this morning at 7 o'clock. We replacement troops
don't get paid here again, so the muster didn't mean much to us.
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EXAM

Apr. 2 Took the 2nd class gunners exams this morning and passed
it easily. Came off guard at noon and decided to take the 1st class
gunners exam.
Apr. 3 Was on old guard fatigue to-day. Took the 1st class gunners
exam and I am told that I passed. This means three more dollars a
month. Also, I graduate from the buck private class. In the afternoon
burned the grass around the cantonment.
Apr. 6 Most all of the boys went home to-day, and as usual the
replacement boys stayed here. Some of the men went A.W.O.L. I was
called up in the office and questioned and cross-examined by the "top". 4
He didn't get anything out of me.
Apr. 8 My tooth bothers me a bit, so I decided to go to the dentist
this morning. The boys of the 66th Regiment are packing to leave
for Adams. We of the replacement group stick around. Godl don't
keep us here.
Apr. 9 Went on "stoves" at 2:30 A.M. There were only two men
available for fatigue this morning. Everyone else was on some sort of
detail. We cleaned up the place alone. This afternoon Sergt. Doty
took us to Jamestown for some sort of outing. We had ice cream and
pie, and shot some pool. Came back around 4:00 o'clock.
Apr. 10 Was relieved from guard at 2:00 A.M. and was tired. Slept
until 11:30, when I was awaken by my father who visited me. He
brought me the things I wrote for. Learned to-night that the danger
signal had been sighted out to sea at 4:00 A.M. All the guns were
manned. I slept through it all. Was a false alarm.
Apr. 14 Washed all my clothes. Sat around the barracks all afternoon playing cards and feeling lonesome. Packed my roll and got my
clothes in order.
Apr. 15 Busily packing to go this morning. Left Wetherill for
Adams at 12:45. Had an inspection and physical examination. Laid
out our stuff on the parade ground. Entrained at Newport. Went
through Providence at 9:45 P.M. There the Red Cross gave us doughnuts, coffee, and cigarettes at the station. God Bless the Red Crossl
Apr. 16 Didn't sleep much last night. Train making for New York
State and then south to New Jersey. We have travelled on four different
4

First sergeant.
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railroads—N.Y. N.H. & H., Central New England, New York Central,
and Erie. We are making the round-about trip to keep our destination
a secret. At Suffern, N.Y. some women met us at the train with cigarettes, cookies, fruit, etc. They certainly were nice girls. Three cheers
for Suffern! Same kind of reception at Monsey and Spring Valley.
Arrived at Camp Merritt at 2:10 A.M. Was assigned to Barrack 2-F-12.
The quarters are fine. It is a gigantic and wonderful place. Right after
assignment to barracks, we had another inspection.
Apr. 17 Answered roll call this morning at 5:45 A.M. and then
beat it! The only time I'm in the barracks is when meals are served
and for roll calls. T h e other times I am exploring. Learned that I
can get into New York in 35 minutes. But no passes yet. Went to the
YMCA to-night and saw the "Prudential Minstrels" from New York.
They were very good.
Apr. 18 Rained all morning—nothing doing in Camp. Rumor says
passes are to be given. Wow—2 o'clock passes were actually given. Had
a fine time in New York, best evening I have had in the last four months.
Apr. 20 Came off guard at 4:00 P.M. Went to the movie theatre
and saw a perfectly rotten picture. During the performance a regiment
of infantry was told to report immediately to their barracks—to go.
That's just the way we'll go when the time comes. May it come-quickly!
OVERSEAS

There are no entries in the Hoffman war diary from April 21 through
June 30. During part of this period he was en route to France via ship.
July 1 Had an air raid over Brest last night. Five bombs were
dropped, three pretty near our guns. Anti-aircraft guns, by their violent
fire, drove the raiders away. Shrapnel was falling on the roof of the
barn in which we were sleeping.
Got orders to leave. Where? No one knows. Italy is the probable
destination. Worked like Trojans loading cars. Left at 6:00 P..M. and
rode all night long in freight cars.
July 2 Arrived in Gitre en Argonne at 6:00 A.M. This is our destination. Spent the day unloading our guns and equipment—we are
quartered in French barracks. Our camp is just behind the front. We
may go up in a few days. Our sector is half way between Rheims and
Verdun.
July 3

Orders came to pack up and move. Left Givry at 7:00 P.M. '
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in motor trucks and got to Lavale at mid-night. We immediately set
out to dig platforms for the guns.
July 4 Passed a very quiet "Fourth" in the morning. T h e boys
worked all morning on the platforms and snatched a few moments of
sleep in the afternoon. At 8:00 P.M. the fireworks began. The French
gassed the whole sector, throwing over the barrage for an hour. Our
guns came in around midnight and it was almost three o'clock before
we were finished.
i
July 5 Guns and positions were straightened up to-day. We have
commenced plotting on the 1st and 2nd trenches of the Boches. More
projectiles arrived (1600 in all), and we await the word to fire.
T h e French raid last night netted no other gain than one machine
gun. They lost two men killed and five wounded. I saw the dead and
spoke with the wounded. One of them said that the Germans fought
like demons. T h e French wanted to get information from prisoners—
this was their objective.
July 6 Still cleaning up guns and washing projectiles. Took a walk
over the hills as far as the second line trenches. From the hill I was able
to look directly into German territory. More projectiles came in tonight, making 2500 in all. We're certainly going to enjoy ourselves
when we get started.
July 7 Worked all day in the BC 5 station, figuring data on our
targets. We have eight of them—trenches, dugouts, observations, etc.
We are making hourly observations in case an order to fire comes.
July 8 T h e day has been fearfully hot, and some of the boys have
been digging dugouts. The guns were inspected by the French colonel
in command of our battery. We were instructed late last night about a
possible German advance. We must advance in front of the guns, and
as infantry cover the retreat of the guns.
July 10 Just another day. The projectiles are fuzed and on the tray.
All we need is the order to fire.
July 11 The expected drive of the Germans seems to have been cancelled. Nothing is happening and the famous "Blue Devils", that regiment of Chasseurs a Pied, who were brought from Belgium to take part
in this defense, are to be moved. They are a wonderful bunch of
scrappers. Almost every one has a decoration, and the regiment has been
^Battery command,
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cited many times. Their distinguishing uniform is hidden by their
overcoats, which they wear continually. They want to surprise the
Germans.
July 12 Still nothing happens. Maybe this is because the wind has
been in our favor. The Boches could not use gas now. They almost
always begin their attack with gas, and until the wind gives them a
chance they'll have to wait.
July 13 Whoopee! Got my first letter to-day. This letter was mailed
on May 17th. It took a little less than two months to find me.
July 14 To-day has been a Red-Letter Day. This morning on the
bulletin board I noticed that I had been promoted to Private, First
Class! This afternoon I got three more letters. We turned in a little
early, expecting something might take place. 11:30 P.M.—Call to Arms!
Man the Guns!
GERMAN

COUNTEROFFENSIVE

July 15 T h e long-expected German drive has started; they were now
advancing. At midnight we opened fire, and about the same time they
opened fire on us. We were firing at the greatest speed on the points
where the Germans were pressing the hardest. At one o'clock we got
gas. Mustard gas! With masks on we continued to fire changing targets
almost constantly. We succeeded in stopping their advance a bit. We
fired all night long, by 6 A.M. we had fired 1,000 rounds. We kept
on firing until 7 P.M. Then we halted and were told to snatch a few
hours rest.
July 16 Woke up this morning at 4:30 with the alarm of gas! They
were sending more gas. We opened fire again and fired moderately
until noon. Fired a bit more from two to four. Then we laid off. Then
I realized how much high explosive and shrapnel had been dropping
around us. T h e shots fell all around the battery. Five men were hit,
but none seriously—one of them was Mistowsky0 from my own town.
July 17 Fired to-day again on the lines. At noon when leaving the
dugout I suddenly felt faint and stumbled over. I was stifled and
could not breathe. I was gassed! Putting on my mask just in time, I
had no other effect from it. Very lucky.
July 18 At 2 A.M. a terrific electrical storm broke out. The tornadolike wind caved in the shelter, scattering it all over the place while
°This was Private Samuel Mistowsky.

T h e Providence Journal Almanac of 1920

indicates that he was a recipient of the French Croix de Guerre.
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the torrents gushed down, soaking my bed blankets, me, everything. I
held on for dear life to the gas mask—my dearest friend. At four A.M.
we had a call to arms and fired until about seven A.M.
We are on the extreme right flank of the fifty mile front of the
German drive. On our front the "Dutchies" made very little progress,
and the French and Americans are holding the rest of the line intact.
Rumor has it the Allies are taking thousands of prisoners.
July 19 Fired by observation (airplane) and scored a direct hit on
the fifth shot. The boys are tickled about that.
July 20 Fired again to-day by airplane observation. We did very
well. Didn't feel well at all this afternoon. I think I'm getting the
grippe.
July 21 I was right. Woke up this morning feeling badly. Reported
to sick call and was ordered to the hospital. Had quite a high fever and
the chills.
July 22 Am a little better this morning. At 10:30 P.M. the Germans
flew over in a squad of machines and attempted to bomb the place.
They missed widely.
July 23 Left the hospital to-day and am feeling much better now.
We received 700 more projectiles to-day. It has been raining all day,
and the mud is the color of dirty milk and so sticky that you can't
scrape it from your shoes.
July 24 Received a nice letter from home to-day, and it certainly
did cheer me up. We fired again this afternoon and did fine work.
The outfit received orders to move. The guns and platforms were
taken out late in the evening, and we expect to follow them to-morrow.
There was quite a bombardment here last night. The shells were
dropping within a few meters of the place where I was sleeping.
Entries for July 25 and 26 were done in pencil.
very blurred and impossible to read.

All comments

are

July 27 Last night the French pulled off a surprise attack on this
front and captured 1800 prisoners. The bombardment was terrific. This
evening we laid out the new gun positions and worked darn near all
night doing it. I am dead tired.
July 28 Was awakened this morning by the usual reveille—that of
a heavy barrage. The Germans sent over a sneezing gas, and the men
didn't put on their masks. Effect of this gas was a tickling sensation
in the nose and an urge to sneeze.
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July 29 T h e usual barrage went over at five A.M. Learned that
the French along this front advanced a few kilometers, capturing 400
prisoners and a number of guns. When I returned from our reserve
camp after taking a bath, I saw them bringing back eight captured
German field pieces and numerous other items. T h e guns were 155's.
July 30 T h e "Dutchies" sure must have control of the air here.
Ever since we have been here they are always flying overhead, and they
come very close to the ground. Our anti-aircraft guns often do not
fire at them. Their machine guns play all over the lot. We are told
that most of our aircraft are operating over Rheims where they have
more important work to do.
July 31 T h e Second Battalion which has its guns to the left of us
got gassed last night. A gas shell hit a dugout, killing a sergeant, and
the men who ran to his aid did not put on their gas masks. As a result
three officers and eight soldiers were gassed.
Aug. 1 To-day has been quiet. What do you think of this! Some
of the comforts of home while in the Army. We have electric lights in
the dugout now. They are connected to a storage battery.
N E W S OF

CHATEAU-THIERRY

Aug. 4 A new Battery of French guns has come to work with us,
and they sure have nothing but praise for the work of the Americans
on the Chateau-Thierry front.
Aug. 5 We had a little rain to-day, and as a result had a little rest
from Boche airplanes. T h e French on this front made a surprise attack
and forced the Germans back 3 kilometers, capturing a town north of
Rheims and relieving the stress on that old city.
Aug. 6 The Franco-American forces around the Soissons-Rheims
salient have made notable advances. T h e line now has a distant bend
the other way. T h e French repelled an attack last night directly in
front of our guns.
Aug. 9 More gas this morning at 4 A.M. The gas did not reach
this position in strong concentration, and in an hour we were permitted
to remove masks.
Aug. 10 Got about four hours' sleep last night thanks to gas alarms
and orders to fire. We were up and firing at 4 A.M., helping the French
put over a little barrage.
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Managed to go into the camp we have behind the lines for a bath.
This is my first in almost three weeks.
Aug. 11 All my clothes are lily white now after three hours of
diligent scrubbing. To-day is Sunday and for my Sunday reading I
managed to get ahold of a Philadelphia Ledger, dated May 5th. It
proved very interesting indeed.
Aug. 12 The French during the night carried out several "Coup de
mains" with the result that our lines were advanced one kilometer.
Since the advance on the Rheims-Soissons front the Germans don't seem
so anxious to drive on our front. They are falling back to prepared
positions to defend themselves against an Allied attack.
A German plane flying over our lines dropped a large balloon full
of propaganda inside.
Aug. 13 T h e French threw over a terrific barrage last night. About
ten A.M. a German plane over our lines was shot down by anti-aircraft
guns. T h e observer jumped from the machine, but his parachute failed
to open and he crashed to his death. The pilot stuck to his plane, and
although the plane was entirely wrecked he was not killed. The French
took him prisoner.
Aug. 14 Got word to move, the guns were taken out and by one
A.M. we were on our way. Our first stop was at Eshalons where our
camp was. We do not know where we are going. Rumors say Russia
or Italy, but I believe we'll land somewhere between Fismes and Rheims.
Our barracks bags are to be taken away and stored until winter.
Aug. 15 Having a rest now in Camp de Eshalons before we go to
our new positions. Nothing to do but stand inspection.
UNDER

FIRE

Aug. 18 "Fritzie" has found out where the camp is and he is working that "surprise fire" game, throwing over shells for a few minutes—
then a pause and more shells. This was done during the day, and
when night began we all turned in thinking all was over. At eleven
they began firing again, and we were obliged to take shelter in a trench.
Aug. 19 New bombardment to-day, and we were all ordered to
scatter from camp to sleep. I made my bed in an open field near a
tall hay stack about a kilometer from camp. At midnight they bombarded again. Then to cap it all it started to rain about two A.M. I
gathered up my bed and came back to the barracks.
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Aug. 20 Left Camp de Echelons to-day to go to some camp where
we wouldn't be shelled so much. Reached Cuperly about six o'clock
and had a fine billet. This is some town. Many civilians still live here.
It is harvest time, and everyone is busy reaping the wheat. Slept like
a top with no gas or bombardment.
Aug. 21 Were paid to-day. I drew 135 francs 35 centimes. All day
long the boys were playing cards and quite a few hundred francs
changed hands. Went this evening over to the Franco-American YMCA.
There's certainly a lot doing here.
Aug. 22 Received a pass to Chalons to-day. Went all around the
town and saw many interesting sights. Went to the YMCA and bought
a razor. Had dinner at a swell restaurant, and it sure was great. When
I left I got on a truck that took the wrong road. Had to walk almost
30 kilometers.
Aug. 23 Took a swim to-day in an old mill stream. Had a few
games of cards and broke even. To-day it is four months since we left
the States.
Aug. 24 Had an infantry drill, and so near the front. T h e officers
are determined to get us shot for Boche airplanes are always overhead.
Aug. 26 There was work to be done to-day. Everyone was taken
out to the ammunition dump to load projectiles. We handled 2,800
in four hours. When we got back we made up our packs to leave.
Aug. 27 Loaded the train to-day—had fifty cars. Left at midnight
and rode all night. We passed through the prettiest part of northern
France. The country is very hilly, and every inch is covered with rich
growth.
ST. M I H I E L

SECTOR

Aug. 28 Reached Toul at 3 o'clock in the afternoon and detrained.
T h e motor train was ready at six, and we passed through the town.
This is some town and full of Americans. If I can get a pass, this is
where I'm going. Reached a small village at nine o'clock and unloaded.
Found a place to bunk in, and it wasn't long before I forgot everything.
Aug. 29 T h e town is full of cafes, and "bier" and "vins" are plentifull. We are in the midst of the grape country.
Aug. 30 T h e name of this town is Mont le Vignoble. Went up to
the forts on the hill nearest us. T h e hill is just covered with gun
positions.
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Sept. 1 Got orders to move to-day at 8 o'clock. It was drizzling and
cold. Sitting on top of the truck was no fun. The night was pitch black,
and the driver had a hard time trying to stay on the road. We arrived
at Lagney at midnight and I was lucky to get a billet.
Sept. 2 Slept late to-day and spent the time washing my clothes and
cleaning up. The front is about 15 kilometers from here, and we expect
to go up soon.
Sept. 3 Took a long
is where Fort de Lucey
extending from Verdun
many batteries of 6-inch

walk to the top of the neighboring hill. This
is situated. It is the last of a string of forts
to Toul. The place is strongly fortified with
guns. The barbed wire is very thick.

Sept. 4 Received orders to move the guns this morning. Left the
billets at 9:30 and arrived at the new position at 11 o'clock. We are
situated to the right of Roulecourt. There are no dugouts, no shelters
for one can dig but a few feet before hitting water. This is marshy
country. If "Fritzie" finds our position we must lie on our bellies and
trust to luck. Had a gas alarm late to-night. Wore the mask one-half
hour.
RAIN!

Sept. 5 Rained all day, and I was camped out in the woods in my
pup tent. Although my bedding and clothes were damp in the morning
I was comparatively dry. Learned to-day that our guns are not in a
very effective position, so we are to move again.
Sept. 6 Rained again to-day. I believe the rainy season has now
commenced. They say there will be no let-up until Spring. God help us.
Received some mail for the first time in three weeks. Got nine letters.
Sept. 7 More rain! My feet haven't been dry since I got here. My
clothes are wet, and the mud is terrible. It completely covers my shoes
and half my leggings. My trousers, coat, everything is mud-spattered.
Sept. 8 Still raining! I have given up all hopes of getting dry. Drinking water is scarce here, and there is no place to wash. Isn't that the
irony of Fate? Raining every day and yet not enough water to drink!
Sept. 9 And yet it rains! Finished digging the dugout and I am
a mass of mud from head to foot. My feet are beginning to get raw
because of the constant wetness. I haven't a dry stitch to wear. The
water soaks through the raincoat. It's worse than nothing.
Sept. 10

God! won't it ever stop raining? Sometimes it clears up
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for a half hour. Then some heavy, low storm clouds sweep over, and
the rain falls again.
We built the metal and shrapnel proof material into the dugout,
and were given orders to rush the work as there was something in the
wind.
Sept. 11 Rained again to-day, and we finished the dugout. Moved
the material in just when orders came advising "Big doings" this evening. With rain falling in torrents, and soaked to the skin, we awaited
orders to ' open up" on the Boches.
Sept. 12 At one A.M. we received orders to go ahead. Hell broke
loose! In a night where one could not see even the pathways, our
big guns acting in unison with the other guns of the sector belched out
their rain of death. We fired steadily until five o'clock. Then in the
pouring rain the infantry went over the top. Their objective was one
kilometer in every 40 minutes. We kept raising our barrage as our
doughboys advanced. We fired steadily again until noon.
AMERICANS

ADVANCE

Sept. 13 Learned to-day that the Americans advanced 8 kilometers
and captured 8,000 prisoners on our front. Along the line on the left
and right of us the gains in some places were greater. We captured
Montan, the German stronghold just opposite us. Heard the Americans
are pretty close to Metz. All day long men and guns are advancing
toward the new lines. Entire battalions of German prisoners are being
sent to the rear.
Sept. 14 To-day the boys all went over the ground captured. Souvenirs were lying around by the hundreds—rifles, bayonets, helmets,
other equipment. Some of the boys brought back rifles and helmets,
but as we can't send them home I wouldn't carry them around with me.
The dugouts that the German officers occupied were sure swell
affairs. All concrete, carpeted, with electric lights and telephone. Beds,
tables ,and chairs—all stolen from French homes in the occupied territory.
Sept. 15 Was in Roulecourt to-day to take a bath and investigate
for cooties. Didn't find any—for this I am grateful. The Salvation
Army, with almost 40 girls, were in the village helping the wounded
and feeding the boys out of the trenches. Movies were being taken of
their work behind the lines. I was snapped in two or three of the scenes.
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Sept. 16 T h e guns are up, and we await orders to move. T h e
Americans captured 150 square miles of territory and 2,000 prisoners.
T h e Saint Mihiel salient has been wiped out. Did nothing to-day but
write letters.
Sept. 17

Heard a rumor that Austria-Hungary wants peace.

Sept. 22 Left our positions to-day, that is, the guns left and all
but four men who were to act as a salvage detail to pick up any
battery property that might have been left behind. I was on this detail.
T h e truck that was to have come back for us didn't, but instead 32
trucks of the ammunition train. We spent the night loading projectiles,
the four of us, and twelve other men sent to help. Loaded 640 projectiles.
Sept. 23 Slept last night on a board with only one blanket. Between
loading projectiles and sleeping in such a "soft" bed my bones are
aching. We are enduring a real "hobo" life, cooking our meals in old
tin cans. Shot up about 400 rounds of Boche ammunition in the guns
that we found left by the enemy. Made some pretty fair hits.
Sept. 24 T h e new positions are in the woods at Vigneulles. T h e
Boches kept us awake all night, some of his shots coming pretty close.
Our guns were ready by noon, and we opened up. Fired by observation
balloon.
Sept. 25 Worked all day digging a dugout. T h e region we are in
is very low and marshy, and before one goes very deep he strikes water.
So our dugouts are really mere shelters from shrapnel splinters. Got
paid at 8 o'clock. I drew 170 francs and 65 centimes.
At eleven o'clock got a call to arms. T h e Boches were supposed to
attack at mid-night. We opened fire on them at 11:30 on a town supposed to contain German infantry. It seemed as if every gun on the
Allied side opened fire with us.
Sept. 26 All night long we rained shells in the town, and that place
is now finished. The town lies just behind the Hindenburg Line and
three roads lead into it from the German rear. By firing into the town
we kept reserves from coming up. Our fire ceased about 4:00 P.M.
Sept. 28 At one A.M. we got a call to arms. We opened fire at 1:30,
continuing to 5:30, pounding steadily on Lachausse, a town behind
the Hindenburg Line.
Sept. 29

Carried lumber and beams for our dugout to-day. Went
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down to a machine shop where the Germans were and found a stove
and coal. Also, lots of lumber.
We fired on a crossroad where German troops were passing.
observation said one shell landed in their midst killing 40.

Our

The Boches also drew blood. He hit # 4 gun of F Battery, killing
eight men and seriously wounding 4. This battery is moving its position.
Sept. 30 Moved into the B.C. dugout to-day. It's quite a place—
splinter proof at least. Rained all day and the ground is one immense
quagmire.
T h e eight fellows who were killed yesterday at F Battery have been
buried—in the hole they were digging their dugout in.
Oct. 1 Passed the day fixing things up in the B.C. It's getting pretty
cold now, and about time we put up our little stove.
Heard to-day that Bulgaria has signed peace terms. There is a rumor
that Austria has ordered Germany to remove her troops from the
country. If this is so, it won't be a very long time before peace is
declared.
Oct. 2 Managed to get a bath to-day, but had to go eight kilometers.
I looked thoroughly through my underwear, and didn't find one! Hurrah. Didn't sleep very well last night. Boche was shelling and landing
pretty close. They were gas shells, and I expected any minute to hear
the gas alarm. T h e alarm was given in the outfit next to us, but thanks
to the wind the gas did not reach us. Am still sleeping in the open
as our dugouts are not quite finished. T h e nights are damn cold.
Oct. 4 T h e British, French, and Americans are continuing their
advances, the British taking St. Quentin and the French Cambrai.
Went over to the positions left by the 42nd Division and got a lot
of furniture for our dugout.
Had hot biscuits for supper. Boy! they were good. Managed to get
seconds.
Oct. 5 Read a Saturday Evening Post that I found around the position. Reading matter is sure scarce around here. Any printed matter
is eagerly grabbed up.
There was no firing to-day, and last night was a great deal quieter
than it has been for some time. I slept like a log. Had doughnuts for
supper and they sure were great.
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Oct. 6 Read in the Stars and Stripes that thousands of men would
be commissioned from the ranks of the AEF. One of the requirements:
two recommendations be sent with the application. I wrote to Prof.
Randall at Brown and Mr. John P. Smith.
RUMORS OF

PEACE

Oct. 7 Germany has asked for peace! She wishes that an armistice
be granted while negotiations are being made.
Just got into bed last night when we got a call to arms. We commenced firing at 9 o'clock and continued for two hours. It was a liarrassing fire on La Chausse and Hadonville.
Oct. 9 Heard something wonderful to-day. Austria has unconditionally surrendered and that Turkey will follow suit. This means that
peace is not very far off. Some of the men are betting we'll be back
in the States by March.
Moved into the dugout to-day, and with a fire burning it sure was
comfortable.
Oct. 10 As yet the news of Austria's surrender is not official. I think
it's just another rumor, but I'm hoping for the best.
Oct. 11 There are to be examinations for entrance into West Point
for our three battalions. I am going to try for it—may be the chance
of a lifetime!
Oct. 12 Wrote a few letters to-day. Spent most of the time answering Mother's letter which came in record time (18 days). Hauled some
Dutchie coal about 3 kilometers for our little stove, and learned after
we got it here we would be moving to-morrow. Isn't that enough to
make me cuss!
Oct. 13 Peace can't be far off now. It is officially announced that
Germany had accepted President Wilson's peace conditions and is willing to withdraw from all invaded territory, but they ask for an armistice. This is about the last big issue on which the belligerents disagree.
Oct. 14 Learned to-day that I was made corporal—just three months
after my promotion to private, first class. Gee, I'm proud of it. I am
the youngest non-com in the battery.
Oct. 15 Wilson has given the Kaiser five days in which to commence
evacuating from invaded territory. If Germany does not begin by then,
all peace negotiations will be off.
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Oct. 16 The British, French, and Belgians under King Albert of
Belgium have launched a new attack driving back the Germans on a
wide front. The Americans are continuing their successes in front of
Verdun. Our front is fairly quiet.
Oct. 17 The Fritzies threw over quite a few heavy shells.
coporal of the guard to-night.

Was

We are building an advance position which is located about twoand-one-half kilometers in front of our present position.
Oct. 18 The rain of the early morning cleared away in the afternoon, and a number of Boche planes came over, flying pretty low.
Anti-aircraft guns and machine guns opened up on them, and we succeeded in bringing one down. He landed about a half kilometer from
our guns. The pilot was uninjured, but the observer had been hit.
They were immediately taken prisoner.
Oct. 19 Picked up a Boche helmet and cap—souvenirs. Went in for
a bath to-day, and once again the cooties have failed. The water is hot
enough to scald any self-respecting cootie.
The war news is sure great to-night. Bruges, Lille, and Ostend captured. Zeebrugge is on fire and the Germans are evacuating. At this
rate it won't be long before King Albert has his country back.
Oct. 20 Got a call to arms at 3:45 A.M. We fired thirty rounds of
surprise fire and harrassing fire into the village of La Chausse. We may
have hit a hidden ammunition dump in the town.
Oct. 23 Fired to-day by observation of La Chausse church steeple.
As Sgt. Wood was on pass, I figured the data and controlled the guns.
We had aeroplane adjustments.
Oct. 24 Had a call to arms a 6:00 A.M. to conclude registration
fire of yesterday. Could not fire as observation was impossible owing to
the thick haze.
Oct. 25 I had a peach of a toothache last night and I walked the
floor for hours. Went to the dentist in headquarters. Dentist! He's a
blacksmith! And I'm corporal of the guard to-night.
Oct. 26 The passes to Nancy are crabbed. One of the men got
drunk, raised hell in town, and cussed out a colonel. Our major has
stopped the issue of passes for the present.
Oct. 28 Fired without observation on a suspected enemy position
in the Bois Bonseil.
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Passes are still being withheld.
Oct. 30 Capt. Betts is leaving for the States to become an artillery
instructor, and he is taking his range curves with him. For that reason
I am making copies for the battery.
There is a rumor about that Austria has broken with Germany and
is accepting the Allies' terms.
Nov. 1 Learned to-day that one did not have to be 21 to try for
a commission, since the 18-45 draft law came in. I went to Capt. Small
to-day and told him I wished to try for the school. He said he would
recommend me.
Was a quiet day. No firing.
Nov. 2 To-day's news says that Turkey has surrendered unconditionally. The Allies now occupy the Dardenelles, the Bosphorus. Austria
is begging the Italians for an armistice. The Italians have started a
drive capturing 50,000 men.
Nov. 3 Saw Capt. Small to-day and he told me that he will rush
through my application to O.T.C. 7 Borrowed a Boche bicycle and rode
all around the country. Went to Pannes, Nonsard, Headicourt. Sure
did enjoy myself. The fields along the road have been all shot up.
Nov. 4 About nine o'clock our observers reported that the Germans
were withdrawing in confusion. We opened fire on the machine gun
nests that were delaying our infantry which was following the Dutchies.
We fired for two hours, and then the machine guns were reported
silenced.
AUSTRIA SURRENDERS

Nov. 5 This morning we located and put out some more machine
gun nests. Austria has surrendered! How long will it be for Germany?
Nov. 6 Got wind to-day that we were going to move. We may go
to the Argonne. Heard a rumor this morning that Wilson has been
assassinated. Wonder where that started! The Americans have started
a new drive in the Argonne and they have broken through for 12 miles.
The British have captured Valenciennes.
Nov. 7 The Stars & Stripes says that four German generals are on
their way to discuss the Allied terms with Foch. How long, Germany,
how long!
Officers Training Course.
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Nov. 8 Left Bois le Vigneulles at 5 o'clock and reached a new position in Le Sejour Bois at 10 o'clock. We are only two kilometers from
the Boche outposts. There were no officers doing the data work—it
was my job. We fired all night and in the early morning we were out
of range!
Nov. 9 Learned this morning that our doughboys had made a 15
kilometer advance. We moved up again to our new positions and
opened up on the machine guns, batteries, etc. Men were coming up
by the thousands.
Nov. 10 Worked all night getting data on our targets for the rest
of the drive and getting things in order. All through the early morning we pounded away at maximum speed.
ARMISTICE

Nov. 11 At seven o'clock our doughboys went over. Everything went
well until they came upon an undercover machine gun nest that gave
them trouble. They backed away a bit, and we were given the data
of the point. I was in charge of the station, and in ten minutes the
projectiles were on the way. As the last shot of the barrage was to be
fired a courier arrived with the message "Armistice!". At 8:46:12 A.M.
with a hell of a yell the last shot of our battery was fired with my
command.
Nov. 12 Slept last night, oh so beautifully. No shells to worry about,
no guns to haunt my dreams. Just sleep! To-day I received another
of the surprises of my life. While I was taking a walk I saw four
German soldiers (not prisoners) talking to our boys and wearing
broad smiles. Some of our infantry men had gone over to their trenches,
and the Germans fed them—gave them beer. Then the Americans invited them over to our side. If I had my way, though, I wouldn't let
them come over, much less shake hands with them until the peace is
signed.
Nov. 13 Gee, the days seem long now. Everyone is talking of "When
we get back." All kinds of rumors are about. Our doughboys are
following the Germans to their border. We do not know whether our
outfit will follow or not.
Nov. 14 T h e 78th Division whom we are backing at present are
following the Germans and will enter Metz to-morrow. We may go
with them.
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I can't decide what to do in regard to officer's school. Shall I go to
school, stay there two months, be commissioned, and stay over here
longer? Or shall I stay with the outfit, and perhaps get back home
sooner?
Nov. 15 Two rumors current to-day. One says that we would turn
in all our military equipment and march forward to occupy fortresses
on the German side. The other says that we are going home. We were
paid to-day. I drew 342 francs for two months. I've got quite a nest
egg saved up.
Nov. 16 Received orders to-day to pack up all the B.C. equipment
to be turned in to Ordnance. The guns and platforms were taken up.
Everything points to the possibility of going back home. Moved into
the village to-day and turned in my equipment.
Nov. 17 Hung around the village all day doing nothing.
afternoon I took a walk to Hatton Chatel.

In the

Nov. 18 Went back to our old camp at Vigneulles to get the Boche
helmet I left there. It was a distance of 14 kilometers.
Nov. 19 Received orders to move this morning. Left about 8 o'clock
and travelled in a truck train to Bruley, just outside of Toul. Here the
other battalions of the 44th Artillery are again organized into a regiment.
Nov. 20
noon.

Started the morning right! Had an infantry drill all fore-

Nov. 21 through 26 Diary is written in pencil at this point and is
almost impossible to read. The outfit has marched farther to the rear
and is waiting to move again.
Got up at 5 o'clock and left before daylight. We travelled all morning
and arrived at Bonnet, a small place, not far from Joinville. We were
billeted in the house of a large country estate. There was a ramshackle
stove, and it gave a meager heat to the boys on this holiday eve. We
gathered around the small glow singing all the songs we could remember.
Nov. 28 To-day is Thanksgiving, and we celebrated by freezing!
We sure had a fine dinner: a piece of roast leather, some chloroformed
spuds, and doped coffee.
Rained all day. Attended the funeral of the fellow in F Battery who
was crushed by the wheel of a gun.
Nov. 30 Moved again to-day over muddy and slippery roads. Reached
the town of Mertrud, and our billet was a very dirty stable.
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Dec. 1 The barn where we slept has no roof, and the wintry breezes
were harsh. But I was so tired I slept like a log. We are about ten
kilometers from Wassy.
Dec. 3 Started working to-day on Lt. Noble's range curves.
working in a French home with an open fireplace—some life!

Am

Dec. 4 Continued work on the curves to-day. A lot of second class
mail came in, and I got two batches of newspapers. We were told that
the 44th Artillery will sail on Christmas Day.
Dec. 6 Finished work on Lt. Noble's curves, and then used the warm
room to write a few letters. They fixed up a bath house and we all
took a shower in somewhat tepid water.
Dec. 7 Made out the passenger list to-day. Each corporal is assigned
a squad and will be in charge on the ship. He must see that they have
sleeping accommodations and meals. I've got the 19th squad.
Dec. 12 Rained again, so we had a little lecture on "Military Courtesy in the Billets". T h e guns were turned in at Wassy.
Dec. 15 Sunday and no reveille this morning. Slept late. T h e
non-commissioned officers were called into the office and were told that
there wrould be a brigade review and parade on Wednesday.
Dec. 16 through 22

Written in pencil and quite blurred.

Not

legible.

Dec. 23 A package came to-day, but in what shape! It was partly
open, and the candy all stuck in one mass. My fountain pen was there
all right, but the watch—gone. I knew there was supposed to be a
watch in it for I was told about it in a letter. I thought it might have
dropped out. I ran over to headquarters where the mail was received,
thinking that the watch might be at the bottom of the mail bag. There
hidden in some paper was the watch! What luck!
Dec. 24 We were paid this evening. I received 184 francs. Spent
the afternoon arranging for a dinner to-morrow. Bought a goose with
four other men, and we are having a French lady fix it for us.
Dec. 25 Our Christmas dinner consisted of braised beef, onions and
potatoes, plus chocolate bon-bons. We sat around the fire telling of
"where we wished we were."
ORDERS TO

MOVE

Dec. 21 T h e long-awaited orders to move came to-day. We packed
and left Mertrud at 10 o'clock. We reached Wassy where we were to
entrain at noon, but our train was late. We stood in the cold and
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drizzling rain until 10 P.M. before boarding—soaked to the skin, our
packs and equipment just wringing wet. There were 43 of us in our
"side door Pullman".
Dec. 28 Rode all night. T h e floor of the car was covered with
straw. I managed to sleep a bit.
Dec. 29 This is our third day on the train. We landed at Brest at
11:15 P.M. and detrained. At the station we had a little meal of corned
willy and coffee. Then began the hike up to the barracks. What a
change from the time we were last here! There are miles and miles
of billets, and there are twice as many tents. But, mud. T h e stuff is
a foot thick. Everywhere is mud. In the streets, in the mess halls,
everywhere. We waded and waded in it until we thought we would
never get there. At last in the furthest row of tents we halted and
climbed into a musty tent at 4:00 A.M.
Dec. 30 Woke up at 10 A.M., and washed in a dirty creek. We
marched through the mud to the big kitchens about a mile away. They
have about eight huge kitchens here that manage to serve quickly.
T h e rumor bearers say we are to do about a month of fatigue duty,
loading and unloading ships. This is sure a pretty rotten place.
Dec. 31 Reveille sounded at 4:30 A.M. to-day. It was necessary to
get up at this unearthly hour for feeding. Each feeding session lasts for
3 hours, and somebody has to get up early to start.
It rained on and off all day. Nowhere is there a dry spot. If a man
lives through this hell it will prove that nothing can kill him.
New Year's Day, 1919 We were detailed to-day to the docks to
unload ships. There were six large vessels in the harbor. At two
o'clock the job was finished. In hiking back to camp it started to rain
again. We were soaked through before we reached camp. T h e mud
was over our shoes. We no longer try to evade it; it is fruitless. We
just wade through it. After stripping off our clothes and jumping into
bed, we hoped for a full night's rest. However, we were called out at
10:30 P.M. to take a bath!! We managed to get back to bed at 2 A.M.
Jan. 2 Slept this morning through breakfast. At nine A.M. the
whistle blew and we were ordered to roll our packs. We were being
moved to the barracks. They are corrugated iron affairs with a double
tier of bunks. There are no floors, but we have three stoves. We are
a thousandfold better off than we were in the tents.
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Jan. 3 Slept my first night in a barrack. We had our final "cootie"
inspection. I'm OK now.
This evening I attended the Y and saw my first movie in 6 months.
This was followed by a 12 act vaudeville show, the best I have seen for
almost a year.
Jan. 4
nothing
lumber.
road ties

This cantonment is called a "rest camp". We've been doing
but heavy work unloading ships, cleaning streets, lugging
Rain!—and rains steadily every day. To-day we carried railin the mud.

Jan. 4 This afternoon I heard Prof. Collier, 8 my old "prof", speak
at the Y.M.C.A. He spoke on the "New America" that we would go
back to. It was a very interesting lecture, reminded me of old times.
Jan. 8 Rained again to-day and the place is just a mud swamp.
Saw in the papers that Secretary of War Baker has ordered an investigation immediately. This is the result of a story by a Washington newspaper man who had just returned to the States. It was said that entirely
too many men were at Brest, that quarters were far from sanitary, the
food of insufficient nourishment. He mentioned inadequate drainage,
flooding of tents, soaking of beds, and all that.
Jan. 9 We heard that General Pershing is coming to Brest personally
to investigate conditions.
Jan. 10 This is our third successive day of hard labor. We were on
a pick and shovel detail digging trenches around some of the newly
pitched tents. T h e sun came out about nine o'clock and the bright
light hurt my eyes. I couldn't believe it! It wasn't possible! At eleven
o'clock the rain began to fall again.
We were paid to-day. I drew $33.45 in real U.S. money. Is this a
good sign? Does it mean that we leave soon?
Jan. 13 We have been issued two more blankets, making seven in
all. I ought not to be cold now. This is the first day since our arrival
that it has not rained.
Jan. 14 I'm sick. I have dysentery with severe cramps. I have a bad
cold and an incessant cough. My head beats like a trip hammer. I
answered sick call and was marked "light duty". It makes me smile.
"Light duty" in this camp!
8

According to the Brown University Catalogue of 1918-1919 Professor Theodore F.

Collyer, Professor of European History, was on leave from academic duties.
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Jan. 16 Got a pass to Brest to-day. I went down to the docks and
saw four large transports. Oh, when are we going to board one of those
ships? Bought a few souvenirs and then enjoyed a big dinner of roast
veal, fried potatoes, etc.—with apple pie as dessert.
Jan. 17 Detail again to-day. It was in the Salvage Department. We
had to sort out the dirty, condemned clothing and shoes, and pile them.
Cooties! there were millions of them. All grown up, hardened with
service. Some had six service stripes!
Jan. IS We were given the day off to clean up, bathe, and sew on
our First Army shoulder patches. This afternoon we had a "final"
physical inspection. How many more "final inspections" are we to have?
Oh, when are we to leave?
Jan. 19 Conditions are now a bit better than they were. It rains
only intermittently now, and our barracks are fairly comfortable. The
regiment furnishes us cocoa and jam in the evenings from the mess
funds, and there are bands playing at the kitchens at meal time. All
this is to keep up the morale of the men.
Jan. 24 We changed kitchens, and now eat at No. 1. Believe me, it
is some place. We really eat here!
Jan. 25 We were ordered to stand a heavy marching order inspection
in order to have a uniform pack "when we leave". We have a lot to
carry. When we got back, the orders had come. We were getting ready
to leave! Leave! Leave! Leave!
HOMEWARD

BOUND

Jan. 26th to February 4 Early this morning we started to the dock.
We boarded little tugs that took us out to the giant steamer lying in
the bay. It was the White Star Liner "Cedric". At eight o'clock we
sailed. T h e first day was exceedingly rough, and we were all sick. I
"fed the fish" about four times. T h e rest of the voyage was fairly calm
except for the gale we encountered on the fourth day out. On the fifth
day one of our boys in the battery died with pneumonia and was buried
with impressive military services.
On the morning of February 4th we sighted land. T h e patrol boat
of the Mayor's Reception Committee met us in the bay, and the bands
played all those wonderful melodies. Oh how great "Home Sweet Home"
sounded! I had a funny feeling in the pit of my stomach, a feeling that
set me tingling all over—to be home again! As we approached the
docks more bands greeted us, and the Red Cross, Y.M.C.A., and K. of C.
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were there to greet us. We were showered with candy, cigarettes, chewing gum, post cards, and all that.
We were ferried over to
Camp Mills near Mineola,
and in bed. This camp is
and one can buy anything

Long Island, and there boarded a train for
and by nine P.M. we were in our barracks
some place! There are amusements galore,
the heart desires.

Feb. 5 We were quarantined to-day until we could be "de-cootieized"
and bathed.
Feb. 6 We were given passes to-day, and we left camp at one o'clock.
I went to New York, having only a 24 hour pass, and visited my "New
York home". T h e folks were sure glad to see me. When Uncle Sam
came home in the evening, we talked about many things. I told him
I was undecided about the future; whether or not I should go back
to school.
Feb. 8

We left for Fort Totten. It is a fairly good post, but I don't

like it. I want to get out quickly, and from the looks of things I shall.
I called up home in the evening and they all want me to hurry home.
Left Wetherill

April 15, 1918

Left United States

April 23, 1918

Arrived in France

May 5, 1918

Reached " H "

May 12, 1918

Joined Battery E
First attack

May 27, 1918

July 15, 1918

St. Mihiel
Armistice

(Haussimont)

Sept. 12, 1918
Nov. 11, 1918

Reached Brest

Dec. 29, 1918

Herein is the diary of my experiences in France with the American
Expeditionary Forces.
Corporal Harry A. Hoffman
Battery E, 44 Artillery CAC
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"Max Zinn Dies; Rose from Bus Boy to Hotel Executive". 1 Such was
the headline of the newspaper obituary of Max Zinn, vice president,
director, and part owner of the Narragansett Hotel, Providence, Rhode
Island, who died on Thanksgiving Day, November 22, 1952.
MAX'S EARLY

YEARS

His origin is undocumented, and the information that is available is
based on family recollections. Although the obituary in the Providence
Journal stated that he was "born in Austria, a son of Mr. and Mrs.
Morton Zinn", my mother, his step-sister, told me that his parents were
neighbors who lived near her in a small Russian town near the German
border. Their name was Katz. Max was one of fourteen children, the
only one to survive childhood. Some died in infancy; others lived for a
few years. His father was an importer of wines and clothing from Germany. One of my aunts recalls that he was also involved in smuggling. He
would take orders from customers in his town and then smuggle his German purchases, along with his legitimate merchandise across the border.
This was accomplished by bribing the border guards. Such activity led
to a related enterprise, the smuggling of young men of military age out
of the country. Max's father, a tall man, was reputed to have been so
heavy that towards the end of his life it took several men to lift him into
his wagon. My mother recalls that he was so gross he had to walk sideways through a door. Max was a chubby child, and his tendency toward
excessive weight was to plague him throughout his life.
My mother left Russia around 1903, leaving behind her father and
her ailing mother, and migrated to Providence. Although still in her
early teens, she soon went to work in a factory. Like so many other
Jewish immigrants, she, her New York brothers, and her only sister,
who also lived in Providence, sent home part of their wages to bring
their parents to America. By 1908 the Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society
in New York notified them that their parents had arrived. On meeting
the Joy Line ship as it docked in Providence, the children were astonished
to see their father, Wolf Zinn, with Max and his mother. For the first
time they learned that their mother had died and that their father had
married Max's widowed mother. Max had assumed the Zinn name at
the time of his mother's remarriage. As did many immigrants of the
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time, the children opened a small grocery store at 419 North Main Street
for their father and his new dependents.
In 1910 my mother married my father, Louis Feldman. In 1912, although she had been married for only two years and had her own oneyear-old child to care for, she brought Max in to live with her after his
mother died. My parents then lived at 327 Pine Street. Her father had
wanted to place Max, no blood kin of his, in an orphanage. Max worked
after school (it is likely that he attended the nearby Beacon Avenue
school) in one of my father's grocery stores, that located at 139 Broadway.
Mother recalled with great affection his good behavior and frugality.
He studied hard at school and saved most of his pay from his after-school
job. Brothers Edward and Eli Port remembered playing baseball with
him on a lot on Bradford Street. He married their sister, Lena, in 1918.
T h e Providence City Directory for 1916 listed Max Zinn as a clerk at
831 Westminster Street (another of my father's grocery stores), which
was near Hoyle Square in Providence. His home at that time was with
my parents at 75 Carpenter Street. In the following edition of the directory, he appeared as a clerk at 380 Westminster Street, after which he
went to work as a busboy at the Crown Hotel.
My parents' aspirations for him to finish high school and even go on
to college were not shared by Max after he had had a taste of hotel life.
He had by now met and become enamored of Lena Port. Knowing that
my mother would disapprove of his marrying so young, he surreptitiously
left her house and severed all connections with my parents. T h e Providence City Directory listed his address from 1919 until 1938 as 61 Lippitt
Street in Providence, but in reality his "home" was the Narragansett
Hotel where he could be found almost any time of the night or day.
Max Zinn's phenomenal and colorful career from busboy to part owner
of the Narragansett Hotel I have documented from interviews with those
who worked with him, his many friends, business associates, politicians,
his wife, and his wife's family.
THE

NARRAGANSETT—"GRAND

HOTEL"

T h e hotel where Max chose to spend most of his life was no ordinary
hostelry. In the 250th anniversary volume on Providence Plantations,
published in 1886, the following reference2 appears "First in the list of
all hotels comes the Narragansett Hotel, corner of Dorrance, Eddy and
Broad Streets, one of the finest hotels in the country. The building was
commenced in 1874, completed in 1878 and opened to the public April
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15th of that year." King's Pocketbook
of Providence of 18823 describes
the hotel in this way: "Conducted by Chapin and Robinson it is one of
the largest, grandest, best furnished and most satisfactorily kept hotels
in the world. It is one of the most imposing structures of any kind in
Providence, and is situated in the heart of the city. Surrounded by
smaller buildings, it stands as a huge and majestic building commanding
the attention of every visitor. It is 8 stories high on the inner court,
although only 7 stories are seen from the street. It fronts on Broad,
Dorrance and Eddy Streets, the frontage being respectively 134, 181 and
184 feet. T h e exterior is plain and substantial, of Trenton pressed
brick; the lower story, the window-cappings and the ornaments being
of iron. T h e interior, however, while equally substantial, is at present
all plain. . . . T h e main entrance, 17 ft. wide, is about michvay on
Dorrance Street and opens directly into the main staircase hall, which is
30 ft. by 67 ft. and 29 ft. high, the ceiling forming an immense skylight.
An open court 30 by 150 ft. occupies the whole center of the building
. . . in few hotels anywhere have the rooms, parlors, dining halls, chambers, etc. been made so large and high as those in the Narragansett. . . .
T h e chambers are splendid with modern convenience, most of them
having baths and closets adjoining, and all having open grates with marble mantels The 225 rooms are admirably furnished. . . . T h e hotel was
begun in 1874 and finished in 1878, at a cost of $1,000,000. . . . Everything considered, Providence can well boast of her grand hotel; for no
city of its size has one which equals, and few cities have hotels to surpass
the Narragansett."
T h e Providence Journal of April 15, 18784 carried the following enthusiastic story about the hotel: "There have been many times when
the hotel accommodations of this city, or the lack of them, could have
been criticized. That time has passed. With the opening of the Narragansett Hotel, which takes place this afternoon, Providence will have a
hotel which for accessibility, safety, comfort, elegance and convenience
will be equalled by few in the land. Hotel proprietors who have recently
visited the building pronounce the Narragansett as a whole the very
best in the country; but its proprietors are modestly content to claim
for it merely equality with the best in the land. . . . It has been well
known that the traveling public did not seek to stay overnight in Providence, and there have been instances where particularly sensitive gentlemen, temporarily detained by business in the city, have gone regularly
to Boston at night and returned hither in the morning rather than trust
themselves to the mercies of the best hotel which the city then afforded."
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T h e interior of the hotel is described in this way:
. . the wainscoating is rich and handsome, and the place has a general air of magnificence.
Upon the right side the corridor develops into the grand staircase. Two
flights of marble steps framed by black walnut rails and bannisters
ascend by easy risers 10 or 12 ft. Then comes a balcony 4 or 5 ft. wide,
upon which comes a second staircase 30 ft. wide of white marble steps
which leads up a little way to the promenade corridor. Along the upper
end of the promenade corridor are fluted columns resting on black
marble bases. From the roof of the corridor depends a 24 light chandelier
of unique design in nickel and gilt. A striking feature . . . is the great
stairway with its balconies and pillars. Over 100 gas jets burn in these
two corridors and the light falling on the shining nickel and on the
polished marble makes one wonder if he is really in Providence. . . . On
the ground floor there is a lunch room which is open to the public."
They were planning to provide there a first class lunch cheaper than
that available anywhere else in the city. T h e "saloon" was described as
elegant. The basement lobby had wine cellars on one side and a
billiard room on the other with a 15 foot pool table.
The parlors were furnished in solid mahogany in the French Renaissance style and contained elegant furniture, Axminster rugs, and a grand
piano. "It has been said that the Rhode Island mind is not prone to
raptures over things belonging to other people, but it might be said
there have been some pretty lofty words of praise applied to this suite
of parlors. . . . The dining room is lofty, massive and grand. . . . T h e
bridal suites are respectively red and blue. T h e blue suite is charming.
Married and unmarried men, however, happen to view it with quite
different emotions. T h e former look as if they felt remorse for having
lived and loved so soon, while the latter gaze on the gorgeous appointments with an air of elated expectancy." T h e third floor constructed
with folding doors and with facilities for displaying goods would attract
commercial travelers. T h e hotel anticipated employing about 150 servants, a large percentage of whom would be waiters from New York. T h e
rates from $2.50 to $4.00 per day were calculated for both the very
wealthy and the modest. T h e article concluded with a statement that
seemed to prophesy Max's role in the hotel: "It has been well and wisely
said that the true hotel keeper is born, not made."
When Max started working as a busboy at the hotel it was owned by
the colorful Colonel Felix Wendelschaefer, 5 who also owned the adjoining famed Providence Opera House on Dorrance Street. T h e Opera
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House, opened in 1871, was until it was demolished in the early 1930s
intimately connected with the hotel.
T h e old Narragansett had its share of dramatic events. There was for
example a spectacular New Year's Eve party in which a white horse
descended the main stairway.0 Many famous men were wined and dined
there. One among them was Harry S. Truman during his campaign for
the Democratic nomination as vice president.
CHANGE OF

OWNERSHIP

By 1924 Max had become the headwaiter of the hotel, which was now
under new ownership. In a $500,000 realty deal the hotel and opera
house, comprising the entire city block bounded by Weybosset, Dorrance, Pine and Eddy Streets, were purchased by Edward Radding and
Charles Brown, doing business as the B. R. Realty Corp. It was their
intention to operate the hotel and make extensive alterations.7 The incorporators of the B. R. Realty Corp. had been Charles Brown, Edward
Radding, Herbert M. Sherwood, and Philip C. Joslin. Just one-and-ahalf years later there was another shift in ownership. The Hotel Corporation, headed by Philip C. Joslin, took over the operation of the Narragansett Hotel from the B. R. Realty Corp. T h e incorporators of the new
Hotel Corp. were Philip C. Joslin, president; Charles Brown, treasurer;
and Edson F. Grinnell. 8
The new corporation faced the problem of clearing the title to the
property due to unpaid taxes and many creditors' petitions. This situation had resulted from Edward Radding's wheeler-dealer operations.
Garrett Byrnes in the Providence Sunday Journal9 had described Radding
in this way: "Born in Russia, he arrived in Springfield, Massachusetts
in 1900 and engaged in real estate operations there before deciding that
Providence was his oyster. While it all lasted, it was a thriller. In addition to mill properties in Pawtucket and Putnam, Connecticut, Radding
picked up the Crown and Narragansett Hotels, the Providence Opera
House . . . and the Arcade. He thought big and, in connection with
the Arcade purchase, he announced the whole place would be revamped
and the granite columns would have to go. The wind for Radding
began to shift in late 1925. There were forgery charges and liens by
banks which had loaned him money. The promoter became a will-o'-thewisp, his debts were listed as 'bad'. . . . T h e whole mess became a legal
nightmare. . . . When he was indicted for forgery, he disappeared."
Byrnes concludes his article on Radding with a description of his unsuccessful suicide attempt in the McAlpin Hotel in New York City. How-
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ever, on his return to Rhode Island a few days later, he was again apprehended and this time succeeded in commiting suicide by hanging himself
in the State Prison on March 19, 1926.
By January 1928 there was a transfer, but in name only, to the Brown
Realty Inc. 10 Charles Brown continued to be in charge of the operation
of the hotel. Famous for its lavish testimonial dinners, the hotel was the
scene of a grand bachelor dinner for Charles Brown on June 25, 1928.
He married Sarah (Sally) Swartz. In 1929 Brown announced that the
Opera House would be torn down within the next fifteen months so
that a 150 room addition to the hotel might be built. The Providence
Journal11
criticized this plan: " T h e destruction of the old Providence
Opera House, the city's 58 year old rhinestone horseshoe, means Providence loses a historic landmark and cultural center with the possible
eventuality that it will be left without a 'legit' theatre." It was 1931 before
the Opera House was demolished, and the annex to the hotel was never
built. Brown, born in Russia, remained in charge until his death in
his 59th year on January 11, 1945. In addition to being treasurer of the
Brown Realty Co., Inc., he was a prominent industrialist, serving as
president of the Rhode Island Malleable Iron Works and of the Rhode
Island Fittings Co., both of Hillsgrove. He had been educated in the
public schools of Lawrence, Massachusetts and was a graduate of Baltimore Dental School. He had practiced dentistry in Lawrence from 19061912.12
P R O H I B I T I O N AND T H E N A R R A G A N S E T T

HOTEL

Activities in any hotel will reflect the tenor of the time, and the
Narragansett Hotel was no exception. Prohibition, for example, brought
its own special problems. Joseph J . "Jake" Seefer, who lived in the
hotel, first as a guest and then as a clerk in 1924, recalls how customers
would come in with their liquor in various innocuous-looking containers
until prohibition was ended. Seefer recalls that the Narragansett Hotel
was issued license No. 1 by Walter H. Reynolds,^ later Mayor, but at that
time seceretary of the Police Commission.
Governor J . Howard McGrath, a close friend of Max's since 1924, who
knew Max's ability to "manipulate and provide", stated that, prohibition
or not, there was always plenty to drink at the hotel. This was corroborated by Dimas Barbosa, who had first worked there as a busboy under
Max in 1928: "I had a grand time there during prohibition. I worked
the banquets quite a bit during prohibition. There was always liquor
there, and he (Max) did a tremendous business."
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On delving into Max's life at the hotel, it soon became apparent that
his duties went far beyond that of busboy, waiter, or even maitre d'hotel.
As early as February 1921 the hotel's license was revoked because of
gambling. The manager and lessee of the hotel, Harry C. Griswold,
was accused of not barring undesirables and of allowing gambling.
Accused as gamblers were transient residents of the hotel with such listed
occupations as jewelry manufacturer's representative, traveling salesman,
and in one case representative of the United States Rubber Company.
However, the following month, due to effective intervention, the hotel's
license was reinstated. Griswold did not stay on as lessee, leaving in
July of that year.13
One who had great admiration for Max's ability was the late restaurateur George Winkler. In Winkler's obituary it stated that he harked
back to an era "when wagers were made in betting parlors, rather than
over the telephone. He claimed acquaintance with some of the more
colorful figures active during Prohibition in Rhode Island and would,
on occasion, describe with relish the days when the former Narragansett
Hotel was a gathering spot for politicians and Rhode Island's 'sporting
crowd'. . . . Earlier in life, Mr. Winkler's name made headlines as he
became involved with the police because of his gambling activities."
One evening, while sitting at the bar of Winkler's cozy Middle Street
Steak House, we listened to fascinating stories about the 'sporting crowd'
at the old Narragansett. Winkler had made "book" for Charles Brown,
but said that he had never taken a cut of the profits. Winkler, who knew
Max for about 35 years, said he would classify Edward Dreyfus (of the
Dreyfus Hotel) as first in the hotel business, but rated Max a close
second. He said that he would never have dared open his own restaurant
while the Narragansett flourished, for he could never have competed
with Max. His Middle Street Steak House was opened in 1953, one year
after Max's death.
However much gambling flourished at the hotel, it was kept pretty
much out of the limelight during Max's regime; for, as his brother-inlaw, Edward "Eddie" Port, who functioned as his "right-hand man",
related to me: "There was trouble with gambling, but they never picked
up anyone there. Max always took good care of the police. Once or
twice a year, when the police go to church early, he used to have them
all go down to the hotel for breakfast from the Cathedral."
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As in any business employer-employee relations were always a problem
of major consequence. Union troubles had been documented as early
as 1909 in the Providence Journal:1*
"Strike halts work on the Narragansett. 150 union men lay down tools at big hotel. Presence of nonunion carpenters and electricians given as the cause for cessation of
operations on $100,000 contract to renovate city hostelry."
In 1941 the bartenders went out on strike, demanding a $36 minimum
weekly salary. "According to Joseph J . Seefer, Manager of the Hotel,
and William J . Guest, Business Agent of the union, the wage scale was
the only issue in the strike. Narragansett bartenders returned to work
as soon as the contract was signed. The hotel had closed its tap room
and grille bars when the bartenders struck a week ago." 15 The Building
Service employees International Union mounted a picket line in front
of the hotel in 1947 after a dispute as to whether the union was the
proper bargaining agent for the hotel bellhops. This was also a shortlived strike, as a contract was soon signed by James Armstrong, treasurer
of the Brown Realty Co.16
These labor disputes are the documented ones, but most labor troubles
are never published in the newspapers. Port related how the strikes
would "drive Max crazy. He would avert many of them by getting together with the heads of the Waiters' Union and the Bartenders' Union.
The waiters did go on strikes, but it never lasted long—never an overall
strike of employees. When certain key help didn't get enough pay, Max
would often take care of them out of his own pocket."
Max, a kind-hearted man, often generous beyond measure, had the
same employees working under him for years. Since he had reached the
top by holding every position on the restaurant ladder, he had great
understanding of those under him. Numerous stories have been told
of his relationship with the Narragansett Hotel employees. Although he
could be very generous and magnanimous, he also had a fierce temper
and lack of patience. There is the often-told story about a waiter named
Alex Valebedian who was always at odds with Max. Periodically Max
would fire him, and he would stalk out of the back door of the hotel
in a huff. Soon he would return to work via the front door, and both
he and Max acted as if the firing had never taken place. Max himself
would laugh about Alex and his arguments, and then tell one of his
many favorite anecdotes about Alex, including how he blackened his
hair with shoe polish.
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T h e paymistress of the hotel from 1942-1955, Gilda Capaldi, related
how Max had endeared himself to her and her fellow workers in the
business office. He made it a practice of visiting their office at the end
of the day and relating amusing stories about what went on in the rest
of the hotel. He often gave them tickets to the theater in Boston or New
York, or would encourage his key personnel to enjoy an evening out in
such places as the Latin Quarter in Boston by paying the cost.
Joseph J . "Jake" and Minnie Seefer have recalled their days with Max
in the hotel. They recollected with amusement the Thanksgiving morning when Max went into the kitchen to check on the preparations. About
five hundred turkeys were being roasted at that time. One of the chefs
did not take kindly to Max's criticisms. He suddenly took a large ladle
of soup and threw it all over Max's new tuxedo. Max was so dumbfounded he just walked out of the kitchen into his office. T h e Seefers
have said that they will never forget the look of bewilderment on his
face. Even the chief chef, named Dominic, was extremely temperamental,
and only Max could deal with him. Edward J . Higgins, long-time administrative aide to the late Senator Theodore Francis Green, spoke of
Max's and Dominic's attachment to each other. Although Dominic could
be unreasonable, Max would still fire one or both of the assistant chefs
when Dominic found fault with them. Max knew that only Dominic
could guarantee the Indian Room's excellent food.
Max's habit of firing his help and their not taking it seriously was
corroborated by an interview with Thomas "Timmy" Etheridge, who
was a bartender at Johnson's Hummocks restaurant at the time of my
interview with him. He too was often fired. He might leave one evening after being told he was fired and get a call at 5:00 A.M. to be
available for a banquet that was scheduled for that evening.
The affectionate loyalty that the waiters who worked under Max
felt for him can be summed up in Dimas Barbosa's own words: "We
were a very happy group. Max on the whole was a terrific person. He
was very nice in lots of ways. You worked hard for him, but you were
paid well. He was a man who would never let grass grow under his
feet. He kept moving all the time. We had a lot of laughs. T h e hotel
was his life. He always took care of us waiters. He would have parties
for us at Christmas and give us bonuses. He was so engrossed in
helping a lot of people. I honestly believe that the environment he
created helped him a great deal in life. All the help he had were
men who stayed with him for years. I think part of his success was
the good help he had—and kept."
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The Republican Party dominated the political scene in Rhode Island
during the 1920s.17 During this decade the Democratic party was in
poor financial circumstances. Governor J . Howard McGrath recalled
how he started as a youngster working for the Democratic party, which
met at the hotel. Max, as headwaiter, would do all sorts of favors for
the party, while the hotel management extended credit. The Bridge
Club of Rhode Island had a suite of rooms on the seventh floor, which,
when vacated by them, was occupied by the Democractic Party. When
McGrath became governor of Rhode Island, he maintained a suite at
the hotel, so that the hotel itself became the meeting place for all
Democratic business. Banquets were held there for many important
members of the party, such as Harry Truman and James Farley, and
other political figures such as Fiorella LaGuardia. The headquarters
of the Democratic party under Chairman Frank Rao was located in
the hotel for five years. It later moved to the Biltmore Hotel. This
was a physical move, however, for the party retained its allegiance to
Max and his dining rooms until Max's death. There was a constant
rapport between them, as he did favors for the party members and
they reciprocated.
RHODE

ISLAND'S T E R C E N T E N A R Y

AND T H E N A R R A G A N S E T T

HOTEL

The Narragansett Hotel and Max figured prominently in the plans
of the State Commission set up to arrange Rhode Island's Tercentenary
celebrations in 1936. Many Rhode Islanders remember 1936 as the
year in which a cloud of bad luck seemed to haunt every event planned
for the celebration. The first ceremony, planned by the Society of
Colonial Dames, took place on Rhode Island Independence Day, May
4, at a session of the Rhode Island General Assembly. It was followed
by a misnamed "Fashion Festival" at the Brown University Stadium.
This affair was disappointing financially, as was a Colonial costume
ball held on May 28 at the Cranston Street Armory and also the United
States Olympic trials which took place on July 4 at the Brown University Stadium. The failure of these events to produce the anticipated
revenue, combined with exhaustion of the appropriation, made necessary the cessation of the Commission's activities.
From June 16, 1936 until September 18, 1936 the Providence
Journal18
ran articles questioning the $44,000 deficit of the Tercentenary Committee. The "Jubilee Group," as the Providence City Council committee was called, met at the Narragansett Hotel. The hotel sent the
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City of Providence a $3,014 food bill. On June 17 the
Providence
Journal published this comment: "What member or members of the
committee were responsible for eating to the amount of more than
$3,000.00—enough to pay for 2,000 $1.50 dinners—remained a complete
mystery last night. All members deny eating there." On June 23 this
headline appeared: "City's big meal ticket mystery still unsolved. Auditor gets no word from Dorgan [David H. Dorgan, Chairman of the
Providence City Council Tercentenary Committee] about 300th year
appetites."
In August a hearing was held by the Committee headed by Alderman
James H. Lynch, Jr. Councilman Dorgan and his committee testified that
2,600 items on the bill were legitimate and approved the payment of
$1,620.00 of the bill. Called secretly to testify were Mr. and Mrs.
Joseph J . Seefer and Max Zinn. They claimed that food and liquor
were served principally a la carte to members of the committee for a
period of nearly a year, but went on to assure the investigators that
there was no "excessive drinking" at the city's expense. Max declared
he had never seen liquor taken out in bottles, that he had never seen
anyone come in and get food charged to the committee, and that he
always obtained signatures on all meal checks. One of the members
of the Tercentenary Committee, Councilman Joseph V. West, was quick
to defend the hospitality of the Narragansett Hotel. He claimed that
the hotel had been wronged through the newspapers, and that their
parlors were open to them at any time without their spending one
dime. He added, "Personally, I feel the bill was too small considering
the kind of celebration we were putting on."
T h e questioning of the bills became more ludicrous as one of the
members of the questioning committee, William E. McCabe, asked for
the names of those partaking of the "orgies". T h e "orgies" referred
to signed checks for whiskey at $10 a quart, champagne at $7, lobster
newburg, oyster cocktails, and even more plebeian sliced onions at
80 cents an order. T h e listing of bottles of beer followed by a charge
of 15 cents for aspirin caused such laughter that Mayor James E.
Dunne had to bang his gavel for order.
The Providence Journal reported at length on one particular item on
the bill, milk. Alderman John F. Conaty questioned Joseph V. West
on the identification of the milk drinker. West indignantly replied
that he was not going to subject to ridicule those people who volunteered their services to the city. Three members of the Providence
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City Council who were also members of the Tercentenary Committee
said that they would oppose payment of the Narragansett Hotel bill.
These included Joseph Schlossberg whose expenses were $28.05 of the
total bill.
A mystery still remains about the settlement of the bill, but it is
maintained that some kind angel, in the form of the man who drank
the milk, paid the bill 24 hours before final inquiry into the matter.
The August 7 issue of The Evening Bulletin
(Providence) contained
the following verse:
BALLAD OF THE

NARRAGANSETT

When Messrs. Dorgan, Joost and West
Ordered rye they got the best.
Ten bucks a quart was not so rare;
They even ordered camembert.
It seems the boys were fond of ale
According to the bills of sale
Their appetites were fine as silk,
But who's the guy who ordered milk?
As a final note to his report, Lynch wrote as follows: "It is a sorry
end on a stage designed for the proper celebration of the 300th anniversary of the founding of our city, we are compelled to pull down
the curtain of shame. No member of this honorable six wishes personally to persecute anyone or to make anyone the goat for the fault
of others. This state was founded by Roger Williams to avoid persecution. The report shows that the advice of the city solicitor closed
the door to the committee's further investigation of the Narragansett
Hotel scandal. Let me say here that the withdrawal of this bill against
the city does not exonerate wrongdoers in this connection."
THE

1938

H U R R I C A N E AND T H E N A R R A G A N S E T T

HOTEL

T h e Narragansett Hotel and Max made news through activities that
were man-made, such as the Rhode Island Tercentenary scandal, but
the 1938 hurricane was a natural phenomenon beyond anyone's control. It was reported that the worst storm in Rhode Island's history
had a tidal wave which flooded the central area of Providence to a
depth of more than 13 feet above mean high water. The business
area where the hotel was located was under water to a depth of over
six feet. 19 Dimas Barbosa recalled that the hurricane did a great deal
of damage to the hotel. T h e water came up almost to the lobby floor,
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flooding the main dining room. T h e Tap Room had about eight
feet of water, destroying large quantities of liquor. All of the liquor
which had been stored in the cellar had to be discarded. Tables floated
in the dining room, and mud and putrid odors permeated the lower
floors of the hotel. Max, who had a highly volatile nature and who
could never be counted on to be calm in the face of adversity, had one
more difficult situation to face in the cleaning up of the mess left by
the hurricane.
W O R L D W A R I I AND T H E N A R R A G A N S E T T

HOTEL

World War II had a great impact on the hotel. Financially it was
a boon to the hotel. Providence's downtown section served the recreational needs of the many members of the Armed Forces who were
stationed in the state. During the war special police were posted in
the hotel to cope with any problems that the servicemen might create
there. The servicemen would come in from the naval base at Newport,
the Naval Air Station at Quonset Point, the Naval Construction Training Center at Camp Endicott, and the Seabee base at Davisville.
A state Emergency Defense Act gave extraordinary powers to Governor J . Howard McGrath. There was rationing of fuel oil, gasoline,
and various articles of food.20 T h e hotel never seemed to be affected
by this rationing. Max had his own method of coping with the Office
of Price Administration laws. There are stories about how royally he
entertained the OPA inspectors who were sent from Washington to
inspect the hotel. They always sent in reports that the hotel was
observing all regulations. Edward Higgins related that, when he was
working in Washington, restaurant steaks were unobtainable, but in
Providence he could not only order a steak at the Narragansett Hotel,
but Max would always send him back to Washington with a "Care
package" of steaks. Max worked in mysterious ways, and one of the
many questions about his manipulations was how he could purchase
meat requiring 24,000 stamps at the market at Faneuil Hall in Boston for
an allotted 16,000 stamps. One of the women in his life reported that
that was one of her duties, to do this purchasing for him, but he had
made all the arrangements before her arrival at the market.
ART

AND T H E

NARRAGANSETT

HOTEL

In 1947 Max's name again appeared in the Providence
Journal.21
"Unidentified vandal damages $1,000 painting in city hotel lobby.
Max Zinn, who had been a genial hotel host in Providence for decades,
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has had his faith in human nature shaken a few notches. Somebody
early in the day used a sharp instrument to cut a large section out of
the middle of a $1,000 oil painting in the mezzanine, one of the extensive 19th century originals hung in the Narragansett Hotel. . . . 'It would
be unjust to accuse any one person. There are so many people here.
Such people do not appreciate art. It is just like a torn heart to look
at the painting,' said Zinn. T h e painting, about 5 feet by 4 feet is of
a wood scene with angels, lambs and a dog. 'It is insured, but that
money won't buy it back to its original beauty. People come from far
and near to see the collection which I could look at a thousand times
a day', he said." This was the account of the vandalism as the paper
reported it, but Gilda Capaldi had a different version. She said that
the vandalism had been done during an American Legion convention
and that someone had torn out a portion of the picture she termed as
a "derriere".
Garrett D. Byrnes had a different evaluation of these paintings when
he wrote: "The venerable Narragansett Hotel . . . had been the city's
premier inn; its lobby and corridors were ornate and loaded with paintings of heroic size and doubtful artistic merit." 22 In another article on
bars and bartenders, Byrnes wrote about the paintings in the Narragansett Bar: " T h e room in which the bar was located was handsomely
panelled, and the decorations consisted of several oil paintings. One
of these oils, hung over the cigar counter, referred to as 'After the
Bath' or 'The Lotus Flower' . . . was of a shapely woman—her feminine
charms somewhat concealed by draperies—emerging from a pool of
water. For a little while the picture was to be seen by passengers on
the passing trolley cars . . . some organization zealous in guarding the
public, decided the nude was not the best thing in the world for people
who rode on street cars. Therefore, a screen was placed so that the
picture was only visible to the patrons." 23
David Patten, reminiscing in a 1955 article about the grandeur of
the hotel and its paintings, wrote: "They are gone those paintings,
scattered and lost. They were there for 87 years and like courtesans
of old they became famous. Many a conscientious husband and father
trudged up the marble stairs and vacillated, glancing their way furtively. . . . The paintings were a distraction to the statesmen who had
to discuss important issues. . . . Mr. Thompson, an art dealer, said the
•v pictures probably were brought in from New York on the Providence
Line and had depreciated tremendously in value due to change in taste
and the artists being mostly unknown. The large nude picture was
*See p. 377 for illustration.
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taken off the wall when school authorities claimed it took the mind
off young men at their class or reunion dinners." 24
SOCIAL A F F A I R S AT T H E NARRAGANSETT

HOTEL

Max was never happier than when he was planning an affair at the
hotel. He had very high standards in the quality of food he purchased.
Port, who accompanied Max on all his shopping trips, said, "Meat
came from Swift [8c Co.] in Pawtucket and the United [Packing Co.].
He got the cream of the stuff. He would buy the whole carcass as he
could use the whole thing. From Boston he would get tenderloin
steaks."
Max booked hundreds of affairs over the years he was at the hotel.
The following were noted in a casual perusal of the issues of the
Jewish Herald for January to April of 1935. "Second Annual Jewish
Center formal at Narragansett Hotel on January 30 with 14 piece
orchestra. Considered one of the outstanding social events of the
season." "10th Annual Meeting of The Miriam Hospital Corporation
held Sunday afternoon at 2:30 P.M. at Narragansett Hotel." "Annual
Dinner-Dance of the Touro Fraternal will be held March 20 in the
Narragansett Ballroom." "Rhode Island League of Jewish Women's
Organizations All-day Session Monday at Hotel Narragansett." "Opening the campaign for the Temple Emanu-El Carnival under the chairmanship of Samuel Rosen, more than 75 members of the committee
attended a dinner meeting at the Narragansett Hotel." "Representatives of 20 Jewish organizations assembled last Monday afternoon at
the Narragansett Hotel to launch campaign to raise funds for the
pioneers of Palestine and thousands of refugees pouring into that
country." "Subscription dinner and bridge tendered Miss Ethel Zarchen
of Central Falls at the Narragansett Hotel on April 3rd."
The popularity of the Narragansett Hotel among Rhode Island Jews
is suggested by an account which appeared in the March 1, 1935 issue
of the Jewish Herald in the "Around the Town" column by Joseph
Finkle. Titled "Table and Tables," it read: "Did you ever hear of
the Round Table where armoured warriors of King Arthur's Court
were wont to gather. Of course you have. Well, we have a round table
right here in Providence where our Jewish leaders of medicine, law,
finance and business gather every day. It is the Narragansett Round
Table at our Narragansett Hotel, a large table of great and ample
dimensions where, during the hours between 1:00 and 3:00 in the afternoon, one can see many of our leaders come and go.
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"Among those you might see any day are Judge Philip C. Joslin,
Charles Brown, Charles C. Brown, Jules P. Goldstein, Col. Joseph
Samuels, Max L. Grant, Jacob Edelstein, Charles Silverman, Samuel
Magid, and many many more. The Narragansett Round Table is a
time honoured institution, a meeting place for respite from the day's
labors and an opportunity to say 'hello' to one's friends."
In addition to all the bookings by Jewish organizations, individuals,
and many groups of all types, were the big political functions. Governor McGrath told me that he and Max must have planned hundreds
of dinners and affairs together, particularly the Jackson Day dinners
to raise money. The Providence Journal described one of these affairs:25
"McGrath, Pastore Hailed at Dinner Attended by 1400. Democrats and
a generous sprinkling of Republicans crowded the Narragansett Hotel
to attend the dinner to McGrath and Governor Pastore. Nearly 400
persons crowded into the ballroom for the dinner while the others were
served in surrounding corridors and parlors. The affair was probably
the largest political dinner in the history of the state."
Max always gave each of his customers personal, gracious service
when one would come to him for a booking at the hotel. Often he
would take the customer to the dining room, talking business while
the customer ate and drank "on the house." One of Max's techniques
was to "offer something for nothing", such as a free fruit cocktail as
appetizer. With some prospective customers, he might mention that
another had ordered the $5.00 dinner perhaps for a bar mitzvah, knowing that his customer would want to top it. He had a reputation for
good will and never had trouble filling all his bookings. The types of
affairs which he catered were many—weddings, bar mitzvahs, and showers—but the most unusual event was an American Indian wedding.
The Narragansett Hotel offered kosher facilities, but the Vaad
Hakashruth did not approve of the rabbi whom Max had hired to
oversee the koshering, and Max had much trouble with that organization. According to Edward J . Higgins his troubles became even greater
when he found the rabbi was really a maverick who was profiteering
on the side from his job. Max, always resourceful, asked Higgins to
investigate him. He was found not only to have entered the country
illegally, but also to have had a criminal record. He was soon deported.
Max carried over his love of food which had made him such an
outstanding restaurant man into his personal life. He would often
make his relatives and friends happy by bringing in dinners all pre-
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pared. If one was in his company for a restaurant meal, he would
always play host and have served a dinner (arranged with the restaurant
maitre) of unequalled excellence. Unfortunately, he liked to eat as
well as he liked to plan and buy food.
MY

UNCLE

MAX

There were many sides to Max, and one's interpretation of him depended upon one's relationship to him. But all agreed he was an
excellent story-teller. He told the following story and laughed at the
end, even though the joke was on himself. It was during World War
II, and Max had broken his leg while playing ball with his nephews.
He had a small room in the rear portion of the hotel, where he would
rest after hobbling around on his cast. He had just gone to rest after
having argued with some tough characters who had been loitering
around the lobby. His close friend, Edward J . Higgins, had heard the
argument and knocked on Max's door, imitating one of the characters.
Max, basically a coward, became frightened and telephoned for the
police. When they came to the room and saw Higgins standing there,
they agreed to go along with the ruse, handcuffed Higgins and told
Max to open the door. Naturally he was surprised to see that it was
Higgins, but also relieved.
Another favorite story of Max's was about the time he was in Atlantic
City and purchased a brooch at an auction in a store on the boardwalk. He paid $3400 for it, but on having it appraised at the TildenThurber jewelry store in Providence found that it was valued at only
$124. Max now turned to his good friends among the politicians to
recover his money. Appropriate contacts were made, particularly to
the political boss of New Jersey, one "Lucky" Johnson, who determined
that a switch had been made and had a check mailed back to Max
for the money he had spent. Higgins again figures in this story. Max
asked his opinion about a gift for one of the men involved in helping
him retrieve his money. Higgins suggested the pink champagne which
Max served at the hotel. Max sent five cases of the champagne with
Higgins as emissary. It was much later that he found out that the recipient, one "Tony" Miller, owned the winery in New Jersey which produced
this wine.
Max had a tremendous number of friends. T o all he was extremely
generous and loyal. The following are some of the comments from
those who knew him intimately. Minnie Seefer: "As well as you knew
Max, you couldn't penetrate him, for anything that was close to him,
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you just didn't know that part of him. He would make plans on a
Sunday or holiday with about twenty different people, for he could
never say 'No'. It was a good thing he was a man or else he'd be pregnant all the time. He was so good to us. He was good to everybody.
He was too good for his own good."
Joseph "Jake" Seefer: "He never wanted to hurt anybody. He never
spent much on himself. Max was clever. He had many friends among
Jews and non-Jews. He was very friendly with the Metcalf family, and
they sponsored the singing of carols every Christmas eve on the two
stairways of the hotel lobby. He never learned to relax, was always
involved."
Edward Port: "Max was very, very good to a load of people. There
were a number of poor people who got hams at Easter and turkeys at
Thanksgiving. There wasn't a man like him. Max made demands, but
he was willing to pay for them. 'You've got to give to get, and if you
do not give, you will not get', was his motto."
J . Howard McGrath: "Max was a good Democrat. He was always
congenial, ready to do anything for me. That whole era in the hotel
was gay and could not be understood by the present generation. We
all congregated at the hotel. Nothing was the same after Max died."
Dimas Barbosa: "Max never took good care of himself. Even if he'd
be sick in bed, he would get someone to see what was doing in other
parts of the hotel. All sorts of people came to Max for favors—money,
liquor. Some of the biggest men in the country were glad to see him.
He liked people—life to him was quite a thing. He loved meeting
people and talking to them. Max was a diplomat. He would worry
himself sick about some of the situations at the hotel. When he had a
party he would stay up until it was over."
.George Winkler: "Max was the smartest maitre d' in the business.
Why he could have been maitre d' of the Waldorf-Astoria. He was
fantastic."
Thomas "Timmy" Etheridge: "As Rabbi [Eli] Bohnen said at his
funeral, Max was a maitre d' par excellence."
A partial list of the honorary bearers at his funeral gives emphasis
to the stature that Max had attained from the poor immigrant who
had come to Providence so many years before. Attending were: Senator
John O. Pastore, Governor Dennis J . Roberts, Mayor Walter H. Reynolds, Judge John P. Hartigan, Judge Luigi DePasquale, Charles F.
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McElroy, John Nelson (representing Masonic bodies), James Burns
of the United States Internal Revenue Service, Judge Philip C. Joslin,
Doctor Joseph Smith, Frank Rao, Doctor Isaac Gerber, James Sinclair,
Spencer H. Over of the British Empire Club, Felix A. Mirando, Max
L. Grant, and many others.
We all mourned Max, and we all knew we would miss him; but we
could never speak solemnly of him, not out of disrespect, but because
we were all so fond of the kind of person he was. It would be difficult
to match the story which appeared in the Providence Journal after his
death: "Max Zinn, the late general manager of the Narragansett Hotel,
gave two watches on a part time basis to both his wife and another
woman, according to testimony yesterday before Judge Stephen A.
Fanning in Superior Court.
"Mrs. L. Zinn, the widow, has had possession of the platinum bracelet watch, valued at $5,000, and a good bracelet watch, valued at $500,
since the death of her husband. Mrs. Lillian Stover, who said she saw
Zinn two to four times weekly commencing in 1940, contends the
watches were outright gifts to her, even if Zinn did permit his wife
to wear them occasionally. She said she had both of the watches insured
long before Zinn's death. Mrs. Stover was bequeathed $15,000 by Zinn.
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Hotel Lobby At The Time Of The Closing.
"Declaring the watches are 'lost' to her so long as Mrs. Zinn retains
them, Mrs. Stover is suing the Employers' Fire Insurance Co. to recover
the face value of the watches. Judge Fanning reserved decision."20
With Max's death business at the hotel declined steadily, and in
1959 the Narragansett Hotel was closed for good. Many wrote nostalgic
pieces about the hotel. David Patten said that the city's gayest affairs
were held under the crystal chandeliers of the Narragansett ballroom. 27
George Popkin, in an article about the auction of liquors at the dismantled hotel, said: "Once again servitors carry bottles of sauterne and
chianti over richly carpeted floors. . . . Ghosts seem to have repossessed
the hostelry that had been emptied of guests after it went into receivership almost five months ago. . . . A handful who remained were slightly
misty-eyed as the funeral procession of bottles continued upward." 28
The Evening Bulletin of July 27, 1959 carried a picture of the lobby
with its double stairway, brilliant chandelier, and lovely rose carpeting.
Under it is the caption, "Closed Hotel a Sad, Forlorn Place." As of
this writing the Narragansett Hotel and all surrounding buildings have
been levelled, the last surviving portion of the hotel but recently. T h e
Outlet Company has purchased the land. A reminder of the years of
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HOW J E W I S H P A R T I E S FARED IN T H E RHODE ISLAND
SUPREME C O U R T : 1913-1924
BY

MELVIN

L.

ZURIER

In a prior issue of these Notes29 the writer undertook to compile
some of the earliest reported cases in the Rhode Island Supreme Court
involving Jewish parties. The time period, an arbitrary one, covered
roughly the years 1875 to 1912. T h e issues in these cases, while diverse,
were for the most part those of immigrants becoming acquainted with
the courts.
This paper continues the discussion—dealing with cases from 1913
to 1924, again an arbitrary cut-off date. In considering these cases,
arising largely in Providence, one should simply recall the prevailing
social and economic conditions at the time. T h e population of Providence was substantially larger than it is today.1 Most Jews were still
immigrants—though legal limitations were beginning to halt the influx
of immigration from Europe. And only a handful of Jews had then
attained any prominence in public life, the professions, or the arts.2
As with cases decided earlier, Jews still may have been reluctant to
put their trust in princes and their cases in court. The small number
of decided cases would seem to indicate this. But there were nevertheless
some matters that did reach the Rhode Island Supreme Court—and a
chronology follows.
A 1913 case involved a suit against Nathan Greene by Samuel Gertz.
Greene kept a warehouse with houses on Dingley Court in the North
End. During rainy weather, dirt and ashes were carried from Greene's
roof onto Gertz's property. The court upheld a $400 verdict for Gertz.3
In 1914 Harry Fisher complained against one Zisman, a lawyer, claiming that he had paid Zisman $25.00 as a fee for engaging an associate
lawyer but that Zisman failed to pay the associate lawyer. T h e court
agreed with Fisher and not only ordered Zisman to pay up the $25.00
but also suspended him from practicing law for 2 months.4
Another 1914 case5 involved Barney Botvin who sued Manuel Rose.
The facts of the case are not set out—a technical legal point of pleading
being all the court mentioned.
Hell hath no fury . . . it is said. And so it was in another 1914 case,
tantalizingly incomplete in the court report. 6 Gertie Minikowsky
claimed to have been slandered by one Joseph Applebaum, had him
385

386

Rhode

Islatid Jewish

Historical

Notes

arrested, sued him, and obtained a $400 verdict. Because he had no
money to pay, Applebaum spent 6 months in jail before taking the poor
debtor's oath and finally being released. In the reported case Gertie
tried unsuccessfully to prevent the Sheriff from letting Applebaum out.
One can only speculate on what Applebaum must have called Gertie to
have deserved all this.
1916 saw one of the rare criminal matters involving a Jewish party.
Hugo Riddell, a one-time sheriff, was convicted for burning the goods
of one Joseph Goldstein for purposes of defrauding an insurance company. His conviction was upheld, even though his lawyer argued that
Goldstein's sworn testimony was not to be believed because Goldstein
said he was an atheist.7
T h e same year saw two other cases involving Jewish parties. One involved a suit brought by one Esther Cohen against Sam Kessler.8 T h e
other was an action brought by Hyman Slefkin against the town officials
of Central Falls for illegally granting a junk shop license to a competitor. 9 Both cases were decided on narrow legal grounds.
In 1917 a case was argued in the Supreme Court involving sale of
a furniture store near Hoyle Square to a Max Glantz. 10 Another case
that year involved a dispute over a lease to a David Rubin on a building
at North Main Street and Market Square. 11
In 1918 Jacob N. Cohen, a tinsmith subcontractor, unsuccessfully
brought suit12 against a general contractor, claiming he had not been
paid for work done in building the kitchen at the State Hospital in
Cranston. The following year Hyman Sholovitz successfully sued for
damages growing out of a contract to sell certain real estate on Blackstone Street in Woonsocket. 13
In the case of David Korn v. Seaconnet Coal Co.14 Korn, a coal dealer,
claimed the Defendant coal company had illegally benefited by having
ten railroad coal cars, destined for Korn, diverted to it during the
wartime coal shortage. T h e Supreme Court disagreed with Korn.
The year 1921 saw two domestic cases instituted by unhappy Jewish
ladies. One was an action involving a furious courtship and an unhappy
ending. In December 1919 Defendant Oscar Klemer, a widower with
a child, was introduced to Florence Rubin, a saleslady. Within a month
they were engaged—within two months Oscar had given Florence a ring
worth 5500. Three months later Florence announced she did not want
to take care of Oscar's child whereupon, apparently, he withdrew his
offer of marriage. One month later (and on the six month anniversary
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of their introduction) Florence started suit against Oscar for breach
of promise of marriage. In the reported case15 the lower court verdict
of $3000 in Florence's favor was sustained.
In the second case Bessie Levine started a divorce against her husband
Solomon, who threatened to leave the state. Bessie's lawyer resorted to
a rarely used procedure—a writ of Ne Exeat—requiring Solomon to
post a bond before he could leave. A good thing too, because the court
said that this bond could be reached when Solomon did not keep up
his support payments.19
In 1922 a series of cases was heard involving another unhappy couple
—Ida and Harry Hurvitz. Three separate times that year their matters
reached the Supreme Court, which ultimately sustained a lower court
decision to refuse Mrs. Hurvitz's petition for divorce.17 In another 1922
case Julius Nass instituted an action as a landlord to evict a tenant in
Newport in October 1920.18 The issue in the case was whether Nass
was required to give 15 days' notice or 16 days' notice in asking his
tenant to leave. The Supreme Court said Nass's 15-day notice was
sufficient—but the Court's decision did not come down until March
1922, and the tenant had remained a tenant throughout!
A number of other cases during 1922 involved Jewish parties. Evelyn
Oken unsuccessfully tried to sue her husband 19 (more probably his insurance company) for injuries sustained while he was operating a car.
Rose Berger was able to have the court set aside a decree in a divorce
case after her husband's conduct in having it entered was characterized
by the court as a "gross and contemptible fraud". 20 (The husband's
attorney, incidentally, was the late David C. Adelman who went on to
gain more lasting distinction by founding the Rhode Island Jewish
Historical Association.)
One 1922 case saw an action by the City of Providence against Samuel
Goldenberg based on a bond furnished by him when he was issued a
license to operate a motor bus.21 In another case decided that year
Mathilda Greenstein successfully sued Morris Rosenstein 22 for his failure
to pay taxes when he sold her a house supposedly "free from all encumbrances". Her attorney was the redoubtable Mr. Adelman.
One case that year obviously involved some bad feeling. Leon Rosenfeld owned an apartment house in which one Kitchen was a janitor.
After Rosenfeld had fired Kitchen one day (claiming he was using too
much hot water), Kitchen allegedly threatened to kill Rosenfeld. Rosenfeld called the police. When they refused to arrest Kitchen, Rosenfeld
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hired a lawyer, filed a private complaint, and succeeded in getting
Kitchen locked up.
Kitchen was later tried and found not guilty. He then sued Rosenfeld for false imprisonment. The issue was whether Rosenfeld had acted
in good faith in having Kitchen arrested. He claimed he did so on the
advice of his lawyer—usually a defense in a case like this. But the court
held Rosenfeld had not told his lawyer the truth, and sustained a verdict
of $700 against Rosenfeld. 23
In 1923 the court ruled sympathetically on the plea of Gussie Rosenfeld. When she fell behind in her mortgage payments to one Max
Wunsch, he began foreclosure proceedings. The sale was held on a
stormy day when no customers were around, and the property was sold
at a grossly inadequate price. Gussie was able to set aside the sale and
pay up the mortgage.24
In another case in 1923 the Sobiloff brothers brought a proceeding
to reach money held in the court registry in order to satisfy payment
of a mortgage they held.25 And in the same year an action was brought
against Fink Brothers to claim benefits due the family of an injured
employee under the Workmen's Compensation Act..20
During 1924 several routine matters involved Jewish disputants. In
one case Solomon Brody was granted a new trial for injuries in an
accident, because the jury may have been influenced by someone's mentioning insurance.27 In another case Abe Berman 8c Sons was sued in
connection with its sale of some heifers and a bull to one Charles
LaFleur. LaFleur claimed the heifers would not freshen, and the bull's
prowess was called into question because Berman was unable to furnish
certain papers as to the bull's credentials.28
These cases are by no means all-inclusive as to what was happening
to Jewish parties in Rhode Island courts during this period. For one
thing, the cases in this article deal only with matters in the Rhode
Island Supreme Court—a state court. Perhaps a future review will
address itself to cases in the federal courts where matters pertaining to
federal laws, e.g. income tax and immigration problems, would be involved, as well as certain cases involving disputes with citizens or companies of other states.
Another consideration of course is the matter of names. Only cases
with obviously Jewish-sounding names or known Jewish parties have
been referred to here. The author is unable to determine with any
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certainty whether a number of other cases involving Smiths, Browns,
or other common names occasionally used by Jewish people, actually
involved Jews.
Further, as was pointed out in the earlier paper in Volume 6, No. 2
of the Notes,29 only a small percentage of cases begun in state courts
ever wind up in the Supreme Court. Most are settled along the way,
or the decisions of the lower courts may not be appealed.
The cases mentioned here, however, do indicate a pattern for the
immigrant Jew entering the mainstream of Rhode Island life and gaining confidence in its legal institutions.
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A STUDY OF RESIDENTIAL M O B I L I T Y OF J E W S
IN RHODE ISLAND, 1963-1972
BY

NEHAMA ELLA BABIN, A . B . ,

M.A.

The American Jewish community is very much concerned about the
future of the Jewish population in the United States—its culture,
religion, heritage, and demographic situation. Pressures exist within
today's American society which could lead to significant changes for
the American Jewish community. In their extreme form some of these
pressures may even pose a threat to its very survival. Such concerns
have led to a series of studies1 of the Jewish group to understand its
characteristics and its continually changing form.
One focus of such research is the demographic characteristics of the
community to determine its size, distribution, composition, fertility,
mobility, and growth patterns. The present study examines the mobility
of one segment of the Jewish population in America, the residential
mobility of Jews living in Rhode Island. Analysis and interpretation
will be broadened in order to make the material more relevant to the
American Jewish community as a whole.
An important demographic factor influencing the position of Jews
in America today is their wide geographical distribution throughout
the country. In the past Jews in the United States lived largely in areas
inhabited heavily by other Jews, usually in urban environments with
Jewish institutions and organizations close at hand. It is recognized
historically that survival of a group or culture depends upon people
maintaining contact with one another.2 Similarly in past American
Jewish history "residential clustering has been an important variable
in helping to perpetuate traits, values and institutions important to
Judaism." 3 T o assess the future of the Jewish community, therefore, it
is essential to evaluate the extent and character of residential mobility
and its impact on the geographic distribution of the Jewish population.
The American experience involving historically great social and political freedom has been a new one for Jews. They have been able increasingly to enter the economic world in almost any capacity that they
wish. Consequently new economic opportunities are taking Jews away
from their native communities into other parts of the United States
where there are fewer Jews and fewer opportunities for contact with
Based on thesis submitted in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the Degree
of Master of Arts in the Department of Sociology at Brown University, June,
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Jewish organizations, culture, and religion. Gerhard Lenski states in
his book The Religious Factor that one of the best indicators of the
importance attached to family and kin groups (and ethnic/religious
groups) by modern Americans is their willingness to leave their native
community and migrate elsewhere.4
Also, residential mobility becomes important from the perspective of
the areas receiving migration. It is important in terms of community
planning to integrate newly arrived movers. In a transient society such
as ours the Jewish community must provide means for attracting and
absorbing quickly the new migrants into the Jewish social structure.
On the other hand, mobility can affect the degree to which an individual
desires to integrate into a community. As Goldstein has stated:
Research in depth is needed to ascertain how the communal orientation of Jews living in cities and in suburbs of differing Jewish
density varies and what meaning the various activities have for the
individuals, particularly as they relate to the larger question of
Jewish identification . . . population distributions are important
for the development of an area. They affect not only its size, but
also the characteristics of its education, occupation and income
groups. At the same time, migration may have an important effect
on the migrant himself, particularly on the degree of his integration
into the community.5
Thus, residential mobility is a potent factor affecting the Jewish
community, and its evaluation is crucial to understanding the sociological characteristics of the American Jewish community today and in
the future. It is a key to the broader subject of integration and the
process of assimilation of the Jewish community into the larger American society.
The continued survival of the Jewish community is largely dependent
upon the third and later generations. Consequently there is great
concern within the Jewish community as a whole regarding the process
and speed of assimilation by young Jewish Americans. Most third generation Jewish Americans are growing up as Americans rather than
as Jews, and they no longer have the contact with the Old World Jews,
who thought, lived, and existed largely as Jews and for Judaism. These
young Jews are native Americans, born in this country of Americanborn parents, and for the most part brought up as middle-class Amercans who only happen to be Jews.6 Consequently many of these young
tend to wear their ethnicity lightly as one of their several roles and
allegiances in American society. In their homes Jewish culture and
religion generally play only a small circumscribed role.7 Considerable:
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numbers of occupational and economic opportunities have been opened
to the young Jews, who have increasing freedom to move into formerly
closed neighborhoods and to associate freely with non-Jews in business
or social situations.
In this regard it is important to determine the types of places to
which young Jews in Rhode Island are moving, if there are many Jews
in the areas receiving them, if they consider the ethnic composition of
areas into which they move, if there will be other Jews to help ease
integration into the community, and if these areas have Jewish institutions. This information can aid future research designed to learn if
young Jews who have left the area to obtain education and jobs elsewhere desire to return to Rhode Island, to the areas where their families
live. Even if the third generation is moving away from areas of high
Jewish density, it may be possible to maintain ties over a distance with
kin or family, who tend to be the major motivating force in the continuation of a culture and a people.
In short, the literature and statistical trends suggest that third generation Jewish Americans will become more assimilated than their
parents, thus threatening the survival of the American Jewish community.
The present study was directed to one aspect of this trend, the extent
to which residential mobility may be contributing to the assimilation
process.
In particular this study focused in depth on three problems. First,
residential mobility including the volume, selective character, and destination of a sample of Jews in Rhode Island will be measured, analyzed,
and interpreted. Second, the effect on residential mobility of group
solidarity, as indicated by membership in synagogues and Jewish organizations, was measured. The mobility rates of third generation Jewish Americans of Rhode Island and the destinations of their moves
were determined and analyzed. For all members of the sample, reasons
for moving were also determined.
T H E DATA
This study represents a follow-up to one aspect of a larger study,
A Population
Survey: The Greater Providence
Jewish
Community,
completed in 1963 by Doctor Sidney Goldstein under the sponsorship
of the General Jewish Committee of Providence, Inc. 8 That study, encompassing the area designated as Greater Providence, included the
cities of Providence and Pawtucket; the suburbs of Cranston, Warwick,
and East Providence, as well as the towns of Barrington, Bristol, Warren,

Residential

Mobility

of Jen s in R. 1.

393

East Greenwich, and West Warwick; and such smaller areas as Lincoln,
Cumberland, and North Providence.9 T h e survey data were collected
through face-to-face household interviews. Based on lists obtained from
the General Jewish Committee and other Jewish organizations, and on
information on new families in the community, a master listing of
essentially all Jews in the Greater Providence area was assembled. In
the final form this master list included all households where one or
more adult members were known to be Jewish. Goldstein defined a
household as all members of a family unit living together.10 Information
was obtained on all members of the household unit regardless of whether
they were all Jewish.
For the 1963 survey it was decided that, out of the total listing of
6,209 household units, a sample of 1,500 household units would be
sufficient for proper and complete statistical analysis of the characteristics of the community. Thus, a sample of approximately one out of
every four households was selected. T o permit areal comparisons it was
also necessary to define individual sections of the Greater Providence
area which would be subject to separate analyses. The seven areas were:
(1) Barrington, Bristol, East Providence and Warren; (2) Cranston;
(3) Warwick, East Greenwich and West Warwick; (4) Pawtucket and
its environs; (5) the South Side of Providence; (6) the North End of
Providence; and (7) the East Side of Providence. Since some of these
areas contained too few Jewish household units, they were oversampled.
Random selection was used, the final sample amounting to 1,603 household units. However, completed interviews were obtained from only
1,420 of the units, thus reducing the sample by 183 household units.
Weighting of the individual areas was applied in the analysis of the
data for Greater Providence as a whole to insure that each area received
proper representation. 11
In the present follow-up study a sample was taken from the original
1963 sample by means of systematic sampling. It was decided that for
purposes of this study, given its limited purpose and restricted resources,
only one-third of the 1,420 household units sampled in the 1963 survey
sample would be used. A random number was picked between one and
three, and then every third household was picked from the original
sample of respondents. T h e final sample consisted of 473 household
units, a total of 1,268 individuals.
Because this study is a follow-up of residential mobility patterns of
the 1963 sample in the interval 1963 through 1972, the design called
for determining where each of the 1,268 persons in the 473 households
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was living in 1972, and comparison of the 1972 address of each individual with that of 1963.
As a first step, it was deemed that the most efficient and quickest
manner in which to identify the 1972 residences of so many people
would be through use of the R. L. Polk and Co. Inc. City Directories.
Since it is the policy of the city directories to include only those persons
aged eighteen and over, it was decided to exclude from the sample any
individual who was under the age of ten years in 1963, thus assuring
that each individual in the sample by 1972 would be at least eighteen
years of age. In an analysis of "City Directories as Sources of Migration
Data," Goldstein stated that it was found through tests that city directories are complete and highly accurate sources of data.12 In addition,
the directories are helpful in that they identify those persons who are
still in school as "students" and those women whose husbands have
died as "widows." The latter permitted identification of women whose
husbands may have died since the 1963 survey.
The city directories for the following towns were carefully searched
for each member of each household unit: Providence, Pawtucket, East
Providence and Rumford, Cranston, Warwick, West Warwick, Woonsocket, Westerly, Newport, Cumberland, Lincoln, and Coventry.13 For
the town of East Greenwich the 1971 Street Directory was used.34 In all,
837 of the 1,268 individuals were located in the city directories.
When this process was completed there were still 423 individuals who
were not located in the directory listings. Consequently, as a next step
the 1971 telephone directories for Providence and all other areas of
Rhode Island were searched to find those missing and to verify some of
those found in the city directories. T h e search in telephone directories
led to further identifications and further extended the coverage of the
list.
Next, an attempt was made to trace those persons who had died,
whom the city directory either had not listed as deceased, or had
omitted entirely. T h e Yearbooks published by the General Jewish
Committee of Rhode Island contain lists of all those Jews who had died
between 1963 and 1972. These lists were checked to account for Jews
in the 1963 sample who had since died. Eighty additional persons were
found in this manner.
Finally, as part of the record checking process, the files of the Jewish
Federation of Rhode Island, successor to the General Jewish Committee,
served as a last source of addresses. This master list is regularly revised
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and is regarded as fairly complete. It records both changes in addresses
within the community and removals through death and out-migration.
These were thoroughly searched, and some of the resulting findings were
again cross-checked in the telephone directories and city directories
further to assure accuracy.
In order to obtain the still missing information on some individuals,
as well as to obtain additional information on mobility, a mail questionnaire was sent out to each of the 473 household units in the
original sample, requesting information on reasons for move, date of
move, status of children and their place of residence, and information
on deceased members of the family.
In all, 244 completed questionnaires were returned. This was a relatively low response rate, but an additional 249 individuals were accounted for in this way. For those individuals for whom no information
of any type had been gathered follow-up telephone calls were made to
the families. This led to the location of an additional 23 individuals.
In all, 1,189 individuals of 1,268 in the total sample were found.
Seventy-nine persons remained for whom no information could be
elicited.
T H E HYPOTHESES
A dependent variable and several independent variables and indicators were used to test the following hypotheses:
I.

T h e Jews of Rhode Island are moving away from the more
densely Jewish population centers in the Providence area to
the suburban areas and to areas of Rhode Island where Jews
have not lived before in any substantial numbers.

II.

Those who have strong affiliation with Jewish community
organizations, and therefore greater commitment to the Jewish
community, have lower rates of residential mobility than those
who have weak affiliation.

III.

Compared to the first and second generation, third generation
Jewish Americans are more frequently moving away from
the locations of their families of procreation and the areas
where kin reside to areas where the density of Jews is lower.

The dependent variable which has been studied and measured is
residential mobility. The independent variables used to explain the
amount, direction, and reasons for residential mobility are: age, generation, size of family, family composition, area in which the individual
lived in 1963, ethnic density of area of origin and area of destination,
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type of move, organizational memberships, and intention to move (as
stated in the 1963 survey) ,15
Age, generation, the size of the family, and family composition reflect the stage in the life cycle of an individual and a family. In the
pertinent literature, the stage of an individual's or a family's life cycle
is regarded as a good indicator of potential to move or not to move.
Consequently, this study used these variables to sort out stages of life
as a factor which influences mobility, independent of religion.
The reasons for a move provide the basis for testing whether Jews
are moving to be with other Jews, to be in heavily Jewish populated
areas, or to be near Jewish institutions. A decreasing concern for population composition of the area of destination of a move, that is, a lack
of concern for the religious composition of those among whom a Jew
resides, may suggest a weakening of the ties to the Jewish community
and a decreasing likelihood of maintaining Jewish identity.
Organizational membership is used as an index of degree of identification with the Jewish community. In this study it is measured in terms
of synagogue membership and the number of Jewish and non-Jewish
organizations to which each person belonged in 1963. Theoretically,
the greater the participation of an individual in his community, the
greater his presumed commitment to the community. If because of
affiliations or commitment in a specific community there is little outmobility, the community is more highly integrated and stable. Therefore, this variable is used here as an index of solidarity of the Jewish
community.
The variable "intention to move" refers to a question asked in the
1963 survey questionnaire as to a family's intention to move within the
next five years. The response in 1963 was then compared to actual
residence in 1972. In this manner it was possible to determine whether
or not Jewish families in Rhode Island who planned in advance to
remain in a community or to leave it actually adhered to their plans.
T h e extent to which plans were actually converted into action could
suggest the value of such a question for predicting mobility in the future.
A question asked in connection with "intention to move" was the
"intended destination" of the possible move. Comparison of the response to this question with the actual residence in 1972 provided the
basis for determining the extent to which predictions from 1963 responses as to destinations of moves were accurate, providing a further
basis for assessing the value of such a question for predictive purposes.
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T h e pull of kin may bring Jews together even in a highly mobile
society. Third, full families are the most potentially mobile of all
household types—the larger the household size, the higher its rate of
mobility.
Size of household and age of family members are indicators of family
life-cycle stages. "Life-cycle stage" is used with increasing frequency in
mobility investigations. Speare utilized life-cycle stage as an alternative
control to age. "Studies have shown that among birth cohorts, life
cycle experiences are varied." 22 Goldstein illustrated that high mobility
rates are largely due to limited segments of a population who make
frequent moves. " T h e tendency to migrate differs markedly among various age segments of the population, being closely associated with economic considerations and particularly with job opportunities." 23
Consequently, housing needs for growing families become an important and major reason for residential moves. As early as 1926 Bowman claimed that people move for one main reason—to get better
housing and neighborhoods.24 In fact, individuals were more concerned
about housing characteristics than about proximity to friends, relatives,
work, or place of worship. While the earlier literature on residential
mobility stressed mobility as a means by which distances from home to
work, service institutions, and people were minimized, Rossi's findings
opposed the traditional view.25 It is possible that with modern mass
transportation and communication technology distances are no longer
important. According to Rossi residential moves are made most often
to bring housing needs into line with family life cycle stage and financial
capabilities. "Residential mobility is primarily a matter of . . . housing
desires."28
The Rossi data further indicate that a family's reported intentions
about moving are a good indicator of how a family will actually
behave. Therefore the expressed "intention to move" used as a variable
should be a reliable predictor of mobility for Jews in Rhode Island.
Speare discovered that the mobility process begins one step earlier, in
that satisfaction with housing and location is a significant predictor of
whether or not people will express a wish to move or will actually move.
Sidney Goldstein's work stands out as the most complete and informative in the area of residential mobility, migration, and other demographic characteristics of the State of Rhode Island and also on the
Jewish American community both throughout the United States and
in Rhode Island. Goldstein in a joint study with Kurt Mayer estab-
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lished some demographic facts about Rhode Island which provide insights into Jewish residential mobility. 27
They observed that Rhode Island is in one of the most settled sections of the country, which is partially due to the early settlement of
the state. Consequently, Rhode Island had the opportunity for early
economic and demographic maturation. However, because of such
maturation, Rhode Island as a whole was an area of out-migration for
three decades, 1930-1960. Two out of every five persons had changed
their residence between 1955 and 1960. Among these 40 per cent of
Rhode Islanders who are movers, there are probably many who have
made more than one move during this period. Between 1950 and 1960
Rhode Island as a whole, as well as the city of Providence, lost population through migration. This high rate of mobility for the state in
general will affect the rate of mobility of subgroups such as Jews.
Goldstein and Mayer described three types of residential mobility
within Rhode Island. First, although the central cities of Providence
and Pawtucket are declining, there is much mobility within this area.
Second, one-third of all migrants are moving away from the central
cities. Third, residential movement within the suburbs is even greater
than movement away from the central cities.
They also found that mobility rates for Rhode Island as a whole
reflect the family cycle. Fifty-four per cent of the non-movers are
children 5-14 years of age. The proportion declines for those in the
15-24 age group "when persons are both entering the labor force and
establishing new families and households."28 There is somewhat of an
increase in the proportion of stability for those 25-44 years of age, when
both careers and family size become more settled. Mobility is sharply
reduced in the age group 45-64. Among the elderly, 65 years of age
and over, the proportion of movers increases slightly, probably due to
changes in family composition with resulting changes in housing needs.
R E V I E W OF BACKGROUND

LITERATURE

Considerable research has been done on migration and mobility, and
a vast literature has been developed. It is important to understand
why Jews move, and whether their residential mobility parallels that
of other Americans or differs from it by virtue of their ties to a religious
and ethnic cohort.
Everett S. Lee provided a useful conceptual framework and theory
of migration. He "attempted the development of a general schema into
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which a variety of spatial movements can be placed and, from a small
number of what would seem to be self-evident propositions, to deduce
a number of conclusions with regard to the volume of migration, the
development of streams and counterstreams, and the characteristics of
migrants." 18
Lee also developed a set of hypotheses derived from the conceptual
framework which he developed.17 They involve the "push and pull"
factors which cause people to move. For purposes of this study, Lee's
conclusion that the volume of migration can depend upon the diversity
of areas and the diversity of people within the area is particularly relevant. The greater the differences, the greater is the volume of migration.
Thus, if Jews are discovering different, newer, and more desirable areas
in which to reside and have the resources to move, the rate of residential mobility will be high and continuous. Also, if they live in
areas with a high degree of diversity of people, especially in terms of
religious and ethnic background, Jews will have fewer ties to the area
and therefore a greater tendency to be mobile than if they resided in
a densely Jewish area.
Lee also stated that "the heightened propensity to migrate at certain
stages of the life cycle is important in the selection of migrants." 18 This
is important in view of the reason Jews in Rhode Island are moving.
It is possible that religious and ethnic ties play a minimum role in the
inclination to move. Rather, needs associated with changing stages of
the life cycle may be the major motivation for mobility, especially within the area, as has been proven for other Americans.
Peter H. Rossi's Why Families Move presents one of the first analyses
of residential mobility. Rossi argued that the study of residential mobility is of importance because mobility is one of the most important
forces underlying changes in urban areas.19 The significance of residential mobility lies in the fact that high mobility is an important factor
in the creation of an area's social organization.
Neighborhoods whose residents are stable are likely to be characterized by growth of close interpersonal relations within this
area . . . organizations flourish . . . residents take pride in living
there and derive satisfaction from close association with others like
themselves. The effect of mobility is to loosen an individual resident's bonds to the larger society itself and to deprive him of the
satisfaction inherent in close association with his fellow men.20
Most studies and research on the process of residential mobility used
an ecological perspective, distinguishing mobile from stable areas. They
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are generally restricted to census data which are collected and computed
on specific areas.21 Rossi felt a need to integrate areal, household, and
motivational studies so that areas of different mobility could be contrasted and the social psychology of mobility could be studied simultaneously.
Several of Rossi's findings are relevant to the study
dential mobility. First, he discovered that integration
dependent on its rate of mobility. Second, the mobility
is more clearly related to the location of relatives than
of friends.

of Jewish resiof an area is
rate of an area
to the location

In his 1963 survey of the Jews in the Greater Providence area, Goldstein found that Jews "shared in the (migration) experience of the
Greater Providence total population." 29
In general, the proportion of Jewish migrants differs within various
age segments of the population. Also, since there is small movement
into the Greater Providence area, mobility within the area becomes
important.
Goldstein's findings show that movement within the Greater Providence area clearly was not random. The total geographic area in which
Jews live in the Providence area has become much larger. Jews have
been dispersing to the outer areas of the metropolitan area, but there
are still areas of Jewish concentration which are identifiable.
In 1963, 72.5 per cent of the 6,200 Jewish households in Greater
Providence were living in urban areas of Providence, as compared to
27.5 per cent living in suburban areas. Of the 72.5 per cent, one-half
lived in the newer urban areas, which were of comparatively high
socio-economic status. This is in sharp contrast to 1951, when 88 per
cent of Jews in Greater Providence lived in the urban areas, with only
43 per cent of the total living in the newer urban areas and 11 per cent
in suburban areas.
Consequently, the old ghetto area was in the process of disappearing
in 1963 while the newer urban areas increased in their Jewish population. However, even the newer areas at that time were beginning to
experience a decline in their Jewish population with the movement to
the suburbs.
Goldstein discovered that in all of the areas there are significant
differences among the migrants. In all areas of Providence itself, except
the North End (which is an older section), the highest proportion of
movers were 20-39 years of age. However, in the suburban areas—as
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opposed to the three sections of central Providence—the migration rates
even for those 40 to 60 years of age were high. Goldstein concludes
therefore ". . . that the movement to the suburbs, while heaviest among
those just establishing families, is by no means restricted to these groups,
but characterizes the entire age range." 30
Between 46 and 61 per cent of the persons living in the suburbs
had moved there during the eight years preceding the survey. Of those
living in the older urban areas of Providence, only 4 per cent had
moved there during the eight years preceding the survey.
There is a significant difference between the suburban communities
and the older sections of the cities in the percentage of persons whose
previous residence was in the same section. In the suburban areas the
percentage is low, whereas in older urban areas the percentage is high.
Consequently, mobility rates must be interpreted differently for different
parts of the city. In areas where the rate is high but movement was
within the area, there is less possibility for rupture of Jewish community
ties and organizations.
Jewish participation in the movement to the suburbs has been at a
more accelerated rate than that of the general population. Regarding
the degree and manner of dispersal of the Jewish population, Goldstein
commented:
Within the central cities of the metropolitan area, 90 per cent of
all Jews were concentrated within one-fourth of the census tracts.
By contrast 40 per cent of the census tracts must be cumulated to
encompass 90 per cent of all suburban Jews and these tracts are
scattered over a larger geographic area (in 1963.) 31
The 1963 data indicated that suburbs such as Warwick and Barrington
had become very desirable areas of residence. Movement within the
entire Greater Providence area indicated that Cranston was making
large gains, as was Warwick, the East Side of Providence, Pawtucket,
and Barrington in that order. However, the South Side and the North
End sustained heavy losses. Also, there was no large movement from
the suburbs back into the city.
In one of the questions in the survey questionnaire respondent was
asked if he had any plans to move within the next five years and, if so,
what the destination would be. This question is significant in that it
could suggest the stability of various areas and could also aid in prediction of future migration patterns. However, Goldstein warned that
the figures must be viewed with caution, since, among those who express
plans to move, some never do, and, among those who do not plan to
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move, some eventually do because of the development of unanticipated
push or pull factors or both. Approximately 15 per cent of those interviewed planned to move within the next five years, 64 per cent had no
plans to move, and 21 per cent did not know. T h e largest proportion
who answered that they had no plans to move came from Cranston,
Warwick, the East Side, and Pawtucket, thus indicating a high level
of stability within these communities in 1963. Goldstein also found
that the proportion of units planning to move varied inversely with the
age of the head of the household. Those with intentions to move tended
to be in the younger age group of the population.
One-fourth of those questioned did not have any idea as to the
destination of possible moves. If the planned moves had been carried
out to the destinations indicated in the 1963 survey, the East Side and
Cranston would have gained residents, whereas the South Side, Pawtucket, and the North End would have experienced heavy losses.
In 1970, using the master lists of the Jewish Federation of Rhode
Island, Goldstein found a continuing redistribution of the Providence
Jewish population since 196 3.32 A majority of Jews lived in the newer
urban area in 1970. However, even this area has experienced some
decline since 1963. In 1963, 50.1 per cent of the Jewish population
lived in the newer urban area, as contrasted with 47.6 per cent in
1970. T h e greatest decline occurred in the old urban area. Whereas
in 1963 22.4 per cent of the Providence Jewish population lived in
older parts of the city, in 1970 only 16.6 per cent still resided in such
areas. T h e suburbs gained Jewish population during those seven years,
encompassing over one-third of the total Providence Jewish population,
whereas in 1963 only 27.5 per cent of the Jewish population had lived
in the suburbs of Providence.
In summary Goldstein concluded that:
. . . evaluation of both the past and future mobility patterns in
Greater Providence suggests two simultaneous developments in the
distribution of the population. A significant proportion of Jews
will continue to be concentrated in the newer urban section of
the central cities. At the same time, greater decentralization of the
total Jewish population within the metropolitan area will take
place through the growth of the suburban sector.33
More and more Jews of Rhode Island are moving outward, away
from central Providence, where they lived closely together, maintained
constant contact, and were in close proximity to Jewish services and
institutions. Participation in and commitment to the Jewish community
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was easy and convenient in such close quarters. However, with movement to the suburbs, away from the centralized concentrated Jewish
areas, an individual's ties with fellow Jews might become fewer and
more tenuous. " T h e developing pattern seems to be even greater dispersion (into the general population) and more general residential
integration of the Jewish community. As a result, institutions (will,
in the future, probably) become located at quite widely separated
points in the metropolitan area. . . ." 3 4
T h e dispersion of the Jewish community, claimed Goldstein, had
still not reached a serious stage in 1963. However, he speculated that
with time there would be progressive movement away even from suburban areas. As the third generation reaches the age when it begins a
new stage in the life cycle of marriage and career, the pressure toward
assimilation could become greater. As Goldstein puts it: ". . . the Jewish population will become more truly an American population, with
all this implies regarding opportunities for greater assimilation and less
numerical visibility." 35
Goldstein describes three aspects of the process of assimilation. First,
for the first time Jews are entering occupations in which there were no
Jews before. An increasing number of occupations require mobility to
take advantage of opportunities all over the country. Jews in these
various occupations will move more often, live in communities for only
short periods of time, and often in areas where few Jews are living.
Second, fewer and fewer Jews feel the necessity of living in areas of
high Jewish concentration or even concern about the existence or lack
of Jewish communities in the areas to which they move. Third, third
generation Jewish Americans attach less importance to family or kinship ties than did first or second generation Jewish Americans.
The discussion of kinship and family ties is pertinent to the problem
of Jewish mobility and assimilation. Since kinship ties are a primary
method by which a religious group (and heritage and culture) perpetuates itself, it is of great relevance to this study to determine how
mobility affects kinship ties. In particular, it is pertinent to ascertain
if increasing geographical distances between third generation Jewish
Americans and the second and first generations is detrimental to the
Jewish American community.
In past sociological literature and in the analysis of urbanism and
the urban way of life, the urban community was viewed as largely
pathological. This point of view was held by intellectuals from
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Toennies and Simmel, through Park and Burgess, to Wirth. 36 They
felt that there was a steady decline in the importance of the family to
the individual. It was assumed that migration, urbanization, industrialism, and acculturation would weaken or destroy close-knit networks of kinship. Consequently the family performed fewer and fewer
functions. Most recent theorists have denied that relatives are of any
importance to a family, that nuclear families are isloated. It is thought
that the middle class and upwardly mobile individuals have the least
awareness of kinship.
Arguments have also been presented to the effect that particularistic
ties such as kinship are detrimental to our social system, which has a
universalistic orientation which emphasizes functional achievement.37
Consequently, due to the mobility which forms a part of the urban
way of life, scholars doubted that anything but the isolated nuclear
family could exist in American society and that, when children grew
up, married, and moved away from their families, all ties between the
new and original families of the individual would be terminated. In
fact, Homans claimed that contact is one of the four major prerequisites
for primary group cohesion.88
However, the newer point of view holds to the contrary. In an informative volume on Kinship and Geographical
Mobility, Piddington
has collected a set of studies which indicate that mobility does not
disrupt kinship ties and that kinship bonds outside the nuclear family
tend to persist.39
Helgi Osterreich in one of these studies based on a sample of middleclass English-speaking Canadians, found that geographical propinquity
was not necessary for the existence of ties between kin and that the
"modified extended" family (as iLitwak called it) provided social, psychological, and economic support for members of the family, in spite of
distances between those members.40
Litwak coined the phrase "modified extended" family,41 observing
that members of such families are better able to move because the
family provides social, psychological, and economic support, while
communication and mass transportation minimize the disruptive effects
of mobility. Financial difficulties of moving are lessened when the
family is at its peak earning capacity. If the extended family wants to
see its member families become successful, it must accept one of the
chief prerequisites to occupational success—geographical mobility. 42
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Therefore, if the study of Jewish residential mobility reveals that
Jews, and especially young Jews, are moving away from communities
of high Jewish density and their families, the seriousness of the process
must be viewed in light of these findings. In spite of geographical distance, ideological commitment can be maintained through kinship ties,
even in a modern society in the face of new stimuli for different lifestyles.
T h e other side of the problem is the position of the individual in
relation to the community which is the destination of the move. Zimmer,
Lansing and Mueller, and Speare have all shown that social bonds increase with duration of residence.43 However, the problem is that more
and more occupations tend to take people from place to place after
very short periods of time. More and more young Jews, especially in
mobile occupations, will be moving from area to area often not remaining long enough in any one place to establish social, let alone Jewish
bonds.
This mobility presents a serious problem to organizations within a
community, leading to loss of members. "Not only is the specific relationship to the organizational personnel disrupted, but in addition all the
relationships which the lost member had to other members have been
broken." 44 Rossi claims that mobility presents two major problems for
organizations:
(1) how can organizations constantly attract sufficient new members to maintain organizational strength and (2) how can new
members be rapidly inducted into the social group without continual disruption of the structure of the organization itself. When
organizations or religious groups attempt to maintain group cohesion, mobility is a large barrier to their attempts. Various institutional devices can be used to cushion the impact of mobility
but these devices are often time-consuming and costly.45
Some writers claim that mobility is lessened when households within
an area or community have developed strong interpersonal ties—such
as memberships in organizations. However, Rossi states to the contrary
that friendships and their locations are independent of intentions and
inclinations to move, and that the existence or absence of ties does not
affect a family's desire to stay or to move.40 Thus the involvement of
a Jew in his community through organizations will not affect his intentions to move. The second hypothesis of our study was intended to
test Rossi's claim, using community organizational memberships and
rates of mobility between 1963 and 1972.
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Historical demographic characteristics of Rhode Island and mobility
behavior of the general Rhode Island population serve as background
to the Jewish mobility experience. Being a highly settled state characterized by economic maturity, there has been high out-of-state mobility
of persons, especially young persons looking for economic, social, and
educational opportunities. Also, within the state the direction of
mobility has been heavily away from the central city area, and within
the suburban area with some within city movement as well. Statistics
on area of residence in 1963 and 1972 will determine if Jews are following the same mobility patterns. These data will also test if during
the period between 1963, when Goldstein conducted his survey, and
1972 the mobility rate and directions marked out by Goldstein have
continued.
If statistics indicate that Rhode Island Jews, and especially young
third generation Jews, are choosing destinations far from established
Jewish residential centers, the problem of maintenance of ties to the
Jewish community arises. The literature claims that kinship ties are
maintained despite geographical mobility in modern societies. Kinship is
a major source of continuation of ethnic/religious groups. It is plausible
that assimilation will not occur as rapidly as or to the extent that the
Jewish community fears.
FINDINGS AND ANALYSIS
T o test the hypotheses of this investigation, four sets of statistics were
tabulated: (1) selected basic characteristics, such as age, generation
status, family size, and family composition of movers and non-movers
to ascertain how they differ from each other; (2) rates and directions
of residential mobility to ascertain the patterns of population redistribution; (3) organizational memberships, in order to determine how
movers differ from non-movers with respect to integration into the
community; (4) intentions to move and intended destinations of moves
as stated in the 1963 survey compared to rates and directions of moves
that actually occurred in the succeeding ten years.
Characteristics of Movers and Non-Movers
Reflecting the lower levels of Jewish immigration to the United
States in recent decades, the statistics clearly point to an inverse relation
between age and generational status.47 Among the younger population
there are few foreign-born and first-generation persons, and a large
proportion of second-generation persons. Among the youngest age
cohort 20 per cent were third generation persons. By contrast (Table 1)
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a large majority of the older population are foreign born, or first
generation, or both.
For purposes of this investigation, the entire sample was subdivided
into those who had changed their address between 1963 and 1972 and
those who had not. In the discussion which follows, these will be referred to as movers and non-movers respectively. In this tabulation
movers include all those who changed their addresses whether within
the same city, within the same suburb, between cities, between suburbs,
between cities and suburbs, or from somewhere in Rhode Island to outof-state. Later analyses will distinguish among these different categories
of movers. The characteristics of respondents and non-respondents may
differ in certain respects, especially since more of the non-respondents
are more likely to have been migrants. (Migrants tend to be especially
difficult to follow-up in longitudinal surveys.) Since these differences
may be significant in interpreting results, a comparison of the basic
characteristics of respondents and non-respondents is undertaken in
Appendix A. T h e distribution of respondents (Table 2) is almost
equally divided between movers and non-movers. Just over eight per
cent of those in the 1963 sample died in the interval since then. The
high percentage of persons in the original sample who were identified
as movers between 1963 and 1972 suggests the importance of giving
attention to this aspect of demographic behavior in any overall assessment of the community.
The data by age indicate that as people get older a decreasing number move. Therefore, the age of an individual clearly affects the likelihood of mobility. For example, over 60 per cent of those under age
30 had changed residence between 1963 and 1972, but under one-third
of all those 40 and over did so. Only 17 per cent of those 70 and over
had moved during the ten year period. As one would expect, deaths
were most heavily concentrated in the oldest age groups (Table 3).
Examination of mobility status by generation suggests that movement occurs more frequently among second and third generation Americans; more of those who were foreign born and first generation remained stable. In short, there is an inverse relation between generation
status and mobility (Table 4). Of course, these differentials by generation status reflect to a great extent the age differentials (Table 3).
since generation status and age are highly correlated (Table 1).
When both age and generation status are controlled concurrently, a
distinct pattern emerges (Table 5). T h e younger age groups in all
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generation status categories are more mobile than the older age groups
of the same generational status. But the data also suggest that, within
the younger groups, mobility is greater among those in the more
Americanized generation groups. In short, both age and generation
status seem to affect mobility levels.
It is apparent (Table 6) that there is an inverse relationship between one's position in the family and mobility. Children, i.e. sons and
daughters, are more likely to have higher rates of movement than their
parents. However, this relationship is probably due in high degree to
age—the children are members of younger age cohorts than are their
parents and are therefore more likely to be entering a stage of the life
cycle, such as marriage, higher education, and labor force participation,
associated with greater mobility.
Earlier research suggests that, as a family grows larger, it is more
likely to move. Rossi found that size of household is an indicator of
family life cycle stage.48 Consequently, housing needs for growing families become an important and major reason for residential mobility. The
data on mobility status by household size provide an opportunity to
examine whether such a relationship also characterizes the Jewish population.
The percentage of movers increases as families become larger (Table
7). T h e only exception to this pattern is the five-person household
unit. Clearly, this suggests that families move in order to satisfy the
increasing need for space as large family size creates pressures on existing space.
T h e positive relationship between size and mobility does not hold
for each of the age categories. In fact, it holds only within the 10-19
age cohort and to a lesser degree for the 20-29 age cohort (Table 8 cites
the percentage of movers in each size and age cohort).
It is clear that among younger persons 10-29 who belong to larger
families the proportion of movers is larger. By contrast it is generally
the smaller sized family units which have the highest rate of movers
among those in age groups 30-49. These statistics indicate that the
high proportion of movers among young age cohorts who belong to
large families is a reflection of the life cycle of these individuals and
their families. Families with children will be more mobile due to their
growing need for more household space. Individuals 20-29 years of
age leave home to form their own household upon marriage and to
establish careers. Consequently there are two factors at work here—
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age and life cycle stage—which interact in creating a likelihood of
mobility. When an individual reaches certain ages in his life, he also
enters new stages in his life cycle, whether it be the move away from
the family of procreation for education or marriage, the establishment
of his own family and career, or the decrease in his family size due
to his own children leaving home to begin their own families. However, Speare warned that age and life cycle stage should not be confused.49 Persons of the same age, but at different life cycle stages, are
often quite different in mobility behavior, and vice versa persons of
the same life cycle stage, but at different ages, are also often quite
different in their mobility behavior.
Household composition may also affect whether individuals tend to
be movers or non-movers. For instance, both lack of children or existence of children within a family may lead to an increase or decrease
in the likelihood that a family moves. Family composition, like family
size, can act as an indicator of family life-cycle stage.
T h e data suggest that the highest mobility (52 per cent) occurs
among those who belong to families consisting of head of household,
a wife, and children. A majority of the members of families in the other
three categories are non-movers. Consequently, it is the members of
"extended" families and childless couples who are more likely to remain in the same residence over long periods of time. However, it is
possible that this occurs because those belonging to family units with
children, relatives, or both, or childless couples may tend to be older
people who because of age are not likely to be movers.
Again, age is used as a control to determine if the pattern of differentials by household composition persist. The results (Table 10) indicate
that among persons under 30 years of age about three-fourths of those
living in both husband-wife and husband-wife-children household units
were mobile. Young couples are most likely to be establishing their
own households and beginning new careers. The young couples with
children are also likely to be establishing new households and going
through periods of family growth during which they will often be
searching for new housing to fit special needs. Among the 10-19 age
group about three-fourths of those in units composed of head of family,
wife, and children were mobile, but this percentage declined to less
than half of those in the 30-39 year group and only one-quarter of the
40-49 year group. The data show that for persons 50-59 there is little
difference by family type in the percentage classified as movers. Among
the 60-69-year group, those living in husband-wife units had higher
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rates of mobility than those in any other family type units. Again, it
is clear that age is an important factor in likelihood of mobility. The
younger age cohorts clearly have a higher proportion of movers than
do the older age cohorts.
One of the most important questions to be examined for those who
have moved between 1963 and 1972 is their reasons for making a move.
Each mail questionnaire included the question "Why did you move to
this location?" Two-thirds of the sample did not give a reason for the
move (Table 11). This was due to the low response rate to the mail
questionnaire in which this question was asked.
T h e greatest proportion of persons replying moved for spatial reasons
—to increase or decrease the size of their living quarters. A large proportion of movers changed residence because they bought houses. Community characteristics as a whole (such as nicer or newer area, better
schools, and proximity to services and various institutions, such as
schools) are also a major reason that Jews in Rhode Island have
moved. A small percentage of moves were made for reason of proximity
—to be closer to relatives, jobs, stores, and other community services.
Only 1.1 per cent of the respondents moved within the past ten years
specifically to be in a Jewish neighborhood or to be near other Jews
or Jewish institutions. However, the percentage of those recorded as
moving for Jewish reasons might have been low because of the nature
of the question in the questionnaire. No specific question was asked
as to the influence of Jewish considerations in the decision to move or
in choice of destination. An individual may move for reasons other
than Jewish considerations, but may choose a location because other
Jews live in the area. An additional question in future research may
help to sort out these two processes.
In summary, the characteristics of the sample of Jews in Rhode Island
and the movers among them are as follows: T h e sample is composed
heavily of first and second generation Jewish Americans, and the greater
number of people are concentrated in the 10-19, 40-49, and 50-59 age
groups.
There is within the population an almost equal division between
non-movers and movers between 1963 and 1972. The movers tend to
be the younger segments of the sample, whereas the non-movers are
more often among the late-middle-aged and elderly.
An analysis was then made of residence in 1972 in comparison with
1963. Non-movers were included (Table 13A). It must be recognized
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that the 1972 distributions do not describe the actual residential pattern
of the entire Jewish population of Rhode Island, since they exclude
persons moving into the state between 1963 and 1972 and births occurring in the interval.
Among those who formerly lived in Barrington in 1963, 54.7 per
cent still live there, 15.1 per cent had moved elsewhere in New England,
9.4 per cent to the East Side of Providence, and 3.8 per cent to Pawtucket. There was a small movement to the South Side of Providence,
to other areas of Rhode Island, and to other parts of the United States.
Also, foreign born and first generation Jeswish Americans are mostly
non-movers, whereas second and third generation Jewish Americans are
more often movers, reflecting the younger age of the latter. Position
in the family is also a factor affecting the likelihood of mobility.
A higher proportion of movers is found among those who belong to
larger families. Further, those who are members of head-wife-chilclren
household type units are more likely to be movers. However, controlling for age in these two relationships there is indication that, though
family size and type may be a factor in the tendency to be mobile, age
is the overriding factor and determinant.
Finally, the data suggest that most people move because of housing
needs—namely, space requirements—some upon purchase of a house.
Very few move to be near Jews or Jewish institutions or to live in
neighborhoods populated by Jews.
Therefore, the statistics support the findings in the literature. Age,
life cycle stage, and housing needs account for the tendency to be
mobile. It is apparent that the Jewish experience of mobility, as thus
far described, parallels that of the general population.
However, lack of active concern for continued affiliation with the
Jewish community as indicated by reason for move does not necessarily
imply a lessening commitment of mobile persons to Jews and things
Jewish. Though the decisions affecting the mobility behavior of Jewish
Americans in Rhode Island were not cited specifically in terms of
Jewish considerations, such factors still may affect the location choice.
Further, ties may be maintained in spite of population redistribution,
even for the younger segments of the sample who are the most mobile.
Regretfully, no questions were asked specifically as to whether consideration was given to Jewish factors in making a decision to move. However, the nature of the redistribution, examined in detail in the following section, may contribute further insights into assessment of this issue.
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1963-1972

Basic to the hypotheses being tested here are questions related to
where persons moved—to determine if they are moving away from the
established Jewish residential centers and farther away from each other.
An assessment of residential redistribution between 1963 and 1972 was
made to determine whether the movement involved greater dispersion.
First, it was essential to ascertain the areas of residence in 1963 of
the movers and non-movers. T h e statistics indicate that Barrington
had the greatest percentage of movers followed by Warwick and the
East Side. Cranston, Pawtucket, and the North End contained the
greatest percentage of non-movers. The high percentage of deceased
in the North End and the South Side reflects the older population in
these areas. It is deemed important that in all areas no fewer than
one-third of the population were movers, while in some areas the level
was considerably higher, attesting to the high degree of mobility in all
Rhode Island communities. It must be emphasized, however, that some
of this mobility was local in character, that is, within city or suburb.
Later analysis will be directed to mobility including non-local moves.
Of those who lived in Cranston in 1963, 67.7 per cent still lived there
in 1972; 5.2 per cent moved to New York or New Jersey, and a small
percentage to other areas of the United States and New England. Interestingly, 2.6 per cent (or 6 persons) moved from Cranston to the
nearby South Side of Providence, indicating that there is some slight
movement of Jews back into older and more central areas of the city,
away from the suburbs.
Warwick retained 65.5 per cent of the sample residents between 1963
and 1972. Six per cent moved to the East Side, whereas 4.8 per cent
moved to Cranston. An equal proportion of persons moved from Warwick to other areas of Rhode Island, other sections of New England,
and other parts of the United States.
Approximately 53.7 per cent of the 1963 Jewish residents of the sample
from Pawtucket still resided there in 1972. As many as 10.1 per cent
moved to the East Side. However, 7.4 per cent moved elsewhere in
New England. Other areas of Rhode Island and other areas of the
United States each account for 4.7 per cent of former Pawtucket residents. Similar small numbers of former Pawtucket residents moved into
Barrington, Cranston, and the South Side.
Only 44.3 per cent of those who had lived in the South Side still
lived there in 1972, thus suggesting that the South Side has a higher
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rate of out-migration than the other areas. However, it must be noted
that 13.5 per cent of former South Side residents died during the ten
year period, and no information was received on another 13.5 per cent
of the South Side sample. As many as 9.9 per cent of the former South
Side residents moved to Cranston, and 7.8 per cent to the East Side.
Only a very small proportion moved out of state.
The North End of Providence still has 52.6 per cent of those persons
who lived there in 1963. The East Side and Cranston each account for
5.3 per cent of former North End residents; 5.2 per cent have moved
to New York or New Jersey, or other parts of the United States, and
3.9 per cent to other sections of New England. A very small percentage
have moved to Barrington, Warwick, the South Side, and other parts of
Rhode Island.
As many as 55.6 per cent of the former East Side residents remained
on the East Side, while 15.5 per cent have moved outside the state to
other areas in New England, to New York and New Jersey, or to other
areas of the country. A small proportion of East Side residents moved
to Cranston, the South Side, and Pawtucket.
In summary, the mobility experience between 1963 and 1972 has
in general been similar for all the communities involved, but for all
areas a majority of the 1963 residents who are still alive live in the
same area. However, perhaps more significant is the considerable portion
of the population of each area who have moved outside the area. Interesting too is the fairly heavy out-of-state mobility, especially to other
areas of New England, New York, and New Jersey. This is reasonable
since adjacent areas of New England, such as Boston and close urban
areas of New York and New Jersey, offer a large number of economic
social, and educational opportunities.
Net gains and losses have resulted from both out-of-state movement
and redistribution within Rhode Island (Table 14). Barrington,
Cranston, and Warwick gained people through the intra-state exchange,
whereas Providence and Pawtucket lost during the ten-year period. But
all areas lost considerable numbers to out-of-state moves. The data
suggest that the net intra-state losses of the city areas were compounded
by the out-of-state moves. For the suburbs, the net gains from intrastate movement were erased by the out-of-state moves. T o what extent
these net losses were replaced by in-migration from outside Rhode Island
cannot be ascertained by the follow-up survey.
Mobility has thus far been defined in terms of "movers" and "non-
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movers." For purposes of measuring the patterns of redistribution, it
is important to define more precisely the different types of moves and
movers. Six categories of movers have been established for such purposes: (1) city to city; (2) city to suburb; (3) city to out of state; (4)
suburb to city; (5) suburb to suburb; (6) suburb to out of state. The
category "city" includes Providence proper, including the South Side,
the North End, and the East Side, and adjoining Pawtucket. "Suburb"
includes Cranston, Warwick, Barrington, and other parts of Greater
Providence, encompassed by the survey.
The percentages of the sample living in the city and suburbs in 1963
and in these two areas as well as out of state in 1972 have been determined (Table 15). It is clear that the proportion of the 1963 sample
still living in the city had declined by 1972. Fourteen per cent of the
1963 sample moved out of state by 1972. If the distributions are restricted to those who are known to have moved within the state, the
data point to increasing suburbanization of the Jewish population.
Whereas 29 per cent of the 1963 sample lived in the suburbs in 1963
37.3 per cent of those still known to be in the state in 1972 were suburban residents. Again, it must be emphasized that these data do not
include Jews who moved into the state after 1963. Assuming that these
persons settled disproportionately in the suburbs, the distribution between city and suburbs would have changed even more sharply.
The two distributions have been cross-tabulated to permit fuller
assessment of this shift (Table 16). Of those members of the sample
who lived in the city in 1963, 66.8 per cent lived in the city in 1972,
while 8.9 per cent had moved to the suburbs. However, as previously
noted, as many as 14.4 per cent moved outside Rhode Island. By contrast, a higher percentage of suburban dwellers in 1963 were still living
in the suburbs in 1972 (73.9 per cent), suggesting that suburban areas
are somewhat more stable in residence than the older city areas. Interestingly, as many as 5.7 per cent of suburbanites moved to the city.
But again, as many as 13 per cent have moved out of state. Thus, a
considerable number of both city and suburban dwellers left the state;
whether or not they were replaced by in-migrants cannot be ascertained
by these data.
Attention was then focused exclusively on the movers between 1963
and 1972 and the types of moves that occurred in the interval (Table
17). Among those movers who lived in the city in 1963, 48.6 per cent
had moved within the city area and 18.6 per cent moved to the suburbs.
As many as 29.2 per cent of the former city residents out-migrated from
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Rhode Island. Of those mobile persons who lived in the suburbs in
1963, 49.4 per cent moved to other locations in the suburbs and only
12.8 per cent moved to the city during the ten year period. About 29
per cent of the suburban movers left the state. This number may be
even somewhat higher for the suburbs compared to the city, because
of the greater percentage of "no information" cases among the suburban sample. In short, only half of the suburban and city movers
shifted to places within their respective areas and almost another third
left the state. Mobility thus led to considerable redistribution of the
Jewish population.
Age and generation again add further to an understanding of the
characteristics of movers making different types of moves. It is apparent
from the statistics that the extent of mobility varies within age groups
by previous place of residence and also that different age cohorts are
more likely to make certain types of moves.
For both 1963 city and suburban residents, younger persons were
much more likely to have moved by 1972 than older ones. This is
especially true of those under age 40. However, among the three youngest groups more of those who lived in the city had moved by 1972.
This difference was especially true of those in the 40-59 age group.
Among the aged, about one-third of those living in the city died between 1963 and 1972, in contrast to only 60 per cent of those in the
suburbs, no doubt reflecting the greater concentration of old persons within the city group. If this differential in mortality experience
is taken into account, only minimal differences remain between the
mobility experience of older city and suburban residents.
Among the two youngest age cohorts the great proportion of moves
made during the ten year period were out of state (Table 19). Fiftyfive and 2/10 per cent of the movers 10-19 years of age made moves
from the city to out of state, and 54.9 per cent of those 10-19 made
moves from the suburbs to out of state. This age group also had a
high rate of intra-suburban moves. About 26.7 per cent of the movers
20-39 years of age were intra-city and intra-suburban. There was a
sharp decline in the proportion of out-of-state moves among the two
older age cohorts. Among movers 40-59 years of age and 60 years of
age and over, the greatest percentage of moves were intra-city and intrasuburban. Within the three youngest age groups there was a fairly
similar proportion of moves being made from city to suburb. Most
striking, however, was the high percentage of young persons leaving the
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state. It emphasizes, in turn, the dependence of the community on a
counterstream of in-migration for continued maintenance of its size,
not to mention growth.
A similar pattern was evident as between the different generations
of movers (Table 20). Movers of the second and third generation had
a considerably higher proportion of moves out of state than did movers
who were first generation and foreign born. Twenty-nine and 2/10 per
cent of moves made by third generation Jews were from city to out of
state, and 50.0 per cent were from suburb to out of state. Approximately
45.4 per cent of moves made by second generation Jews were from city
to out of state, and 33.9 per cent of moves from the suburbs to out
of state.
In summary, among the foreign-born and first-generation movers there
was a higher proportion of intra-city and intra-suburban moves than
among the two later generational groups. The second and third generations, while also having a substantial percentage of intra-city and
intra-suburb moves, were characterized by their high percentage of
out-of-state moves. The first, second, and third generations all had
similar proportions of moves from city to suburbs.
It is relevant to this study to determine why Jewish Americans in
Rhode Island are moving and to consider possible relationships between
the reasons for moves and the types of move made.
Reasons for moving can serve as an indicator of priorities in the mobility decision-making process of the Rhode Island Jews. It provides
information about the strength of ties to fellow Jews. Lack of concern
for population composition or religious composition in areas of destination may suggest a weakening in the concern for maintaining a Jewish
community and weakening of ties to this community. Lack of interest
can indicate, but does not necessarily lead to, an individual's loss of
identity as a Jew, since ties and identification can be maintained in ways
other than residence in a densely populated Jewish neighborhood.
No matter what the reason, the overwhelming proportion of moves
were intra-city, intra-suburb, or from city to suburb (Table 21). Most
out-of-state moves were made by those who had bought a house or were
affected by parental decision. Interestingly, the two individuals who
wanted to live in a Jewish neighborhood made moves from the city to
the suburbs. Most moves did not explicitly involve commitments to the
Jewish community, although they were made to areas and communities
adjacent to or near the old established Jewish residential centers, thus
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making possible continued contact with the Greater Providence Jewish
community. Movement to a specific area for a specific reason does not
necessarily preclude desire to remain in proximity to Jews and things
Jewish, given modern means of communication and travel.
It is, as mentioned earlier, not only important to know how Jews
have redistributed themselves during the past ten years, but also to
ascertain if they are moving to areas where they will reside near other
Jews in order that ties to Jews and the greater Jewish community will
be maintained. T h e greater the density of the Jewish population within a community, the easier it becomes to maintain affiliation with other
Jews.
For this analysis density was measured by determining the percentage
distribution of Jews of the sample living in each census tract of Rhode
Island. This was done twice—first for the residential distribution in
1963 and then for the 1972 distribution. It must be emphasized, however, that the latter pertains only to those persons in the original sample
who were followed-up and does not, therefore, necessarily fully reflect
the distribution of the total Jewish population. It excludes not only
cases which could not be followed, but also newcomers to the Rhode
Island Jewish community who had no opportunity to be represented
in the longitudinal study sample. Also, the measure of density is a
crude one—reflecting the percentage of the total population sample
living in a given location rather than the percentage of the population
in the area which was Jewish. It would seem inappropriate therefore
to use this measure. However, comparison of the two potential indices
of density using 1963 data only suggests that the results using the cruder
measure would not vary significantly from those using the more refined
measure, especially in view of the density categories applied. Areas defined as "very high" contained 10-15 per cent of the total Jewish population, "high" areas 5-9.9 per cent, "moderate" 1-4.9 per cent, and "low"
less than 1.0 per cent.
In general, during the ten years from 1963 to 1972 there was movement
to areas with lower density of Jewish population (Table 22). Almost
half of the moves made by people who previously lived in areas of very
high Jewish density were to areas of only moderate or low Jewish
density. Only 27.4 per cent moved to areas with very high density. In
contrast only 16.3 per cent of moves made by previous residents of areas
of high Jewish density were made in high density areas. Interestingly,
while as many as 30.2 per cent of moves made by former residents of
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high density areas were to very high density areas, an additional 53.5
per cent of the moves were to areas of lower density.
Among former residents of areas of moderate population density, the
greater proportion of moves were within the same area while only a
few moves were made to areas of higher density. About 40.6 per cent
of former residents of low density areas moved within the low density
area while almost all others moved to moderately dense areas.
Overall, the largest proportion of the sample over the past ten years
moved to areas of lower density (Table 22A). Totals indicate that
a little over a quarter of the people moved to areas of higher Jewish
density. Significantly, the greatest percentage of Jews who moved to or
within areas of similar density were those who had lived in areas of
moderate ethnic density. Also, over half of those who had lived in low
density areas moved to areas of higher Jewish density. However, the
most important conclusion drawn from these data is that overall a
significant proportion of Jews are moving away from highly "Jewish"
areas.
In summary, the Jews of Providence are indeed moving away from
the established Jewish residential centers, and the Jewish population is
becoming more widely dispersed, especially those of later generational
status.
T h e data show the high degree of mobility in all Rhode Island communities, and also the fairly heavy out-of-state mobility.
Significantly, between 1963 and 1972 the suburbs of Barrington,
Cranston, and Warwick gained people, while Providence and Pawtucket lost people. However, all areas lost considerable numbers to outof-state moves. Most importantly, the gains made by the suburbs were
erased by out-of-state moves. However, it must be emphasized that the
1972 data do not include persons who moved into the state, so that the
overall net effect of migration is not ascertainable here.
When discerning the type of moves being made, it is clear that the
greatest proportion of moves within Rhode Island have been to the
suburbs—indicating an increasing suburbanization of the Jewish population. A considerable percentage of the moves were out-of-state. Only
half of the moves made were within the area in which the individual
had lived prior to the move, thus suggesting a considerable redistribution
of the Jewish population.
Also significant is the fact that younger Jews of later generational
status are more like to make out-of-state moves than are older Jews of
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Older Jews who are foreign-born and firstmore likely to make intra-city and intrafirst, second, and third generational status
proportion of moves from the city to the

Most moves did not explicitly involve commitments to the Jewish
community, although they were made to areas and communities adjacent
to or near the old established Jewish residential centers, thus making
possible continued contact with the Greater Providence Jewish community.
However, even though the moves are made to adjacent areas, these
areas tend to be lower in ethnic density than the areas of previous
residence. Most Jews are moving into areas with lower concentrations
of Jewish population.
In conclusion, the data indicate that Hypotheses I and I I I are supported. T h e Jewish population is becoming increasingly suburbanized
( I ) . It is moving to areas where geographical contact with other Jews
is decreased due to the lower ethnic density of the new areas of residence. This process is true not only for the general Jewish population
but also for the third generation Jewish Americans who are moving at
even higher rates and more frequently to locations other than the
established Jewish residential areas that are lower in density of Jewish
population ( I I I ) .
Organizational

Memberships

T h e third phase of the analysis focuses on the relationship between
mobility and organizational membership. Its purpose is to determine
if non-movers can be differentiated from movers according to organizational memberships in the community, i.e. does membership influence
whether a person changes his place of residence? This was an attempt
to measure the effect of group solidarity of the Jewish community on
Jewish residential mobility. T h e second hypothesis states that "those
who have greater affiliation with the Jewish community organizations,
and therefore greater commitment to the Jewish community, have lower
rates of residential mobility than those who have weak affiliation."
This assumes that memberships may indicate that certain activities are
important to an individual, that he is concerned with ties to organizational goals and people. If so, then organizational membership serves
as an indication of an individual's integration into a community, and
the solidarity of the community.
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For this purpose the number of memberships each person had in
Jewish and non-Jewish organizations and in synagogues was compared
for movers and non-movers. These memberships are the ones that were
reported in the 1963 survey only. The nature of the follow-up survey
precluded obtaining more recent information.
There is an inverse relationship between membership in Jewish organizations and mobility—the more Jewish organizations to which an individual belonged, the less likely was that individual to move between
1963 and 1972. Persons not belonging to any Jewish organizations have
the greatest proportion of movers, 57.3 per cent, compared to only 23.1
per cent of those who belonged to seven or more organizations (Table
23).
The same inverse pattern emerges in the relationship between nonJewish organizational membership and mobility. Those belonging to
a greater number of non-Jewish organizations were less likely to move
than those belonging to few organizations.
Synagogue membership per se did not in itself seem to affect mobility
to the same degree as membership in organizations as a whole. Those
who did not belong to a synagogue were more likely to be movers than
non-movers (Table 25) to only a slight degree.
The results have been described for each type of organization separately. Thus far the hypothesis would seem to be supported. However,
the results must be viewed with caution. It is possible that people do
not join organizations until they have lived in a community for a
period of time. Then, being more certain that they are not going to
move they may feel freer to join organizations and invest time, money,
and commitment. In short, they may remain in a community for reasons
other than institutional and organizational ties and responsibilities.
Organizational membership may reflect residential stability rather than
cause it.
In order to assess more fully the effect of Jewish memberships on
mobility, the joint effect of Jewish organizational and synagogue memberships were examined (Table 26).
Of those who belonged to synagogues but did not belong to Jewish
organizations, 60.4 per cent moved. Those who belonged neither to
Jewish organizations nor synagogues also had a large proportion of
movers. The highest stability was manifest by those who belonged to
both a synagogue and Jewish organizations; of these only 44 per cent
moved. However, the proportion of movers among those who did not
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belong to a synagogue but belonged to Jewish organizations is also somewhat low, 48.7 per cent. These data suggest that synagogue membership in itself is not strongly associated with stability. However, in
combination with organization membership it is associated with the
lowest mobility level. But, most interesting, the mobility of those belonging to synagogue, but no Jewish organizations, is even higher than
that of those with no synagogue or membership affiliation at all.
When the relationship is controlled first by age and then by generation, the following results emerge (Table 27). The highest rate of
mobility was among those 10-19 years of age who belonged to Jewish
organizations but not to a synagogue, or to neither; whereas those 20-29
years of age who have the greatest proportion of movers belong to a
synagogue but not to Jewish organizations. The same is true of the
30-39 year age cohort. It is also apparent that the groups with the
highest percentage of movers are those in the younger age cohorts regardless of type of membership.
A similar pattern emerges (Table 28) when generation status is controlled. Regardless of type of memberships, the later generations, second
and third, have a higher rate of mobility. Interestingly, among the third
generation, the greatest percentage of movers belonged to both a synagogue and Jewish organizations, or only a synagogue. These persons are
younger, many probably maintaining memberships through their parents.
However, the important point is that the statistics indicate that organizational memberships do not affect mobility behavior as much as do
age and generational status. High rates of organizational membership
are not consistently associated with low mobility. Memberships may
be a means by which people who have just moved integrate themselves
into a stable community. Synagogue membership may merely be for
the sake of children's Jewish education. Memberships in either Jewish
organizations or synagogues could be a means for establishing social
and economic connections quickly.
The fact that most of those in the sample did belong to either a
synagogue or Jewish organizations or both indicates a highly integrated
Jewish community and a high degree of Jewish identification in the
Greater Providence area. However, mobility rates were high despite
this fact. Identification with the Jewish community is not necessarily
hampered by these high rates, if such mobility does not interfere with
continued affiliation. What is important is the destination of the moves
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being made. If mobility is to areas adjacent or close to those areas in
which the Jewish institutions and services are located Jewish community
ties need not be severed. Modern transportation and communication
can overcome geographic gaps.
Among those who belong to both a synagogue and Jewish organizations or to a synagogue only, slightly more of those who resided in the
city in 1963 moved than of those who had resided in the suburbs. This
differential would be increased if account were taken of the larger number of city residents who died between 1963 and 1972, reflecting the
older age of the city population. Among Jews who belonged only to
Jewish organizations or to neither a synagogue nor Jewish organizations,
city residents moved somewhat less frequently than suburban residents.
Among those who lived in the city in 1963, the single largest percentage of movers made moves to other places in the city regardless of membership patterns. For example, of those who belonged to both a synagogue and one or more Jewish groups, 50 per cent moved within the
city. But significantly of the small group who belonged neither to a
synagogue nor an organization, 58 per cent moved within the city. For
the mixed categories of membership (Yes - No and No - No) the levels
of intra-city mobility were somewhat lower. If anything, these data
suggest that for the city population membership or lack of it does not
significantly affect mobility patterns. Of those with both a synagogue
and other memberships as well as those with just a synagogue membership a higher percentage compared to those with no affiliation at all
moved out of state, suggesting that membership does not serve to reduce
longer distance movement which is more likely to lead to a disruption
of affiliation.
With the exception of those belonging to a synagogue, but not to
other organizations, the largest percentage of mobile suburban residents
moved within the suburban areas. Few moved into the city. There was
an unusually large out-of-state movement only among those belonging
to a synagogue. The data for the suburban population, as for the city
population, do not suggest that synagogue or organization membership
serves as a deterrent to mobility beyond the immediate confines of the
areas in which a move need not disrupt organization affiliation.
People who made intra-suburban and intra-city moves generally would
have access to Jewish institutions and services and organizations since
they moved to nearby areas. However a high proportion of movers
who belonged to both a synagogue and Jewish organizations or just to
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a synagogue moved out of Rhode Island, but having held memberships
once before they will probably do so again. Also since the out-of-state
movers (Table 13A) were going mainly to other areas of New England
or to New York or New Jersey, there were likely to be abundant opportunities to associate with a Jewish community because of their prevalence
in these areas.
In conclusion, the data suggest that Hypothesis II is not supported.
Organizational membership, and related commitment to a community,
do not deter mobility. Other factors appear to be more important in
an individual's decision to move. Therefore, community stability cannot be strongly associated with memberships people hold within that
community, and community solidarity cannot be assumed from these
affiliations.
Intentions

to Move and Destinations

of Intended

Moves

Intentions to move and destination of intended moves have proved
to be a useful predictor of mobility rates and streams. In 1963 intention
and plans to move were asked of each household as a unit, rather than
of each individual separately. In the present study (with the exception
of studies displayed in Table 34) each individual was categorized in
terms of the 1963 response of his household. Therefore, it can be expected in assessing the 1972 results that younger persons are not likely
to adhere to intentions expressed ten years before by the heads of their
households with reference to the household as a whole. Within these
limits the 1972 data were reviewed to determine the degree to which
the 1963 intentions materialized.
In 1963 the majority of the sample had no plans to move. Only 4.1
per cent planned to move within the following year, and an additional
9.3 per cent within the next five years (Table 31).
Of those who planned to move within one year following the survey
in 1963, 75.0 per cent actually moved sometime between 1963 and 1972.
Of the people who planned to move within five years, 71.3 per cent
actually moved. By contrast, only 39.1 per cent of those who said they
had no plans to move did, in fact, move. Apparently, those who
state definite time periods during or at the end of which they intend
to move, do in fact move to a greater degree than those who indicate
no plan to move, although the move does not necessarily occur during
the exact time span specified in 1963. Those who are vague in their
plans, do not know, or have no plans at all are not as likely to move.
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who in 1963 planned a move and expressed a desire to live in Barrington, 62.5 per cent were living there in 1972. Almost half of those who
chose Cranston lived in Cranston in 1972 with 21.1 per cent residing in
the North End and 10.5 per cent on the East Side of Providence. All
of those (only 5 in all) who chose Pawtucket as a destination are now
living outside of Rhode Island in other parts of the country. About
40.0 per cent of those who chose to live in Warwick are now living
there. Over half of those who chose the East Side were living there in
1972; 18.2 per cent lived in Pawtucket and 6.8 per cent lived on the
South Side in 1972. As many as 18.1 per cent of those who preferred
to live on the East Side moved out of state to other areas of New
England, New York, New Jersey, and other parts of the country.
Seventy persons had hoped to move elsewhere in the United States.
One-fourth of these people actually moved to the East Side, but an
even greater proportion moved out of Rhode Island to New York and
New Jersey (17.1 per cent) and to other parts of New England (11.4
per cent), thus realizing their expectations. In all, seventy-one persons
had hoped in 1963 to move out of Rhode Island. However, 143 actually
moved out of Rhode Island and were living elsewhere in New England,
New York, New Jersey, or other parts of the United States by 1972.
In summary, the intentions to move and the planned destinations
proved fairly accurate in predicting actual moves. On the whole people
did not move during the exact time period that they had intended to
move, thus indicating that, while people are fairly certain about an
eventual move, they are less accurate about the exact time of the move
and the realization of the specific destination.
IMPLICATIONS OF T H E STUDY
Though the community of the future is facing difficult challenges,
there is also reason for optimism. One of the more obvious reasons
relates to the finding in this study that, although many young Jews
are moving far from home and from traditional residential areas, others
are moving to such places as New York and New Jersey, where there
have always been large communities of Jews with considerable opportunity to interact with other Jews. This condition, however, may not
exist in other areas of the country which are attracting an increasing
number of Jews in pursuit of certain career goals.
Another important reason for optimism is kinship, as cited by Osterreich. No matter what the geographical distance between members of
a family, the psychological and ideological commitment to the family
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and what the family stands for and believes may be maintained. Today,
with modern communication and transportation, the problem of distance is somewhat alleviated. The important point is that family and
kin can be the major means through which young Jewish Americans
maintain their ties with other Jews and Judaism. T o what extent they
serve this function remains to be demonstrated.
A third reason for optimism is the observation of sociologists who
have studied religion in relation to third generations in America and
their problems of assimilation. They suggest that with the third generation Jew there is a return to Judaism, although the form of identification may be different from that in earlier generations.
According to Herberg, with disintegration of the old ethnic subcommunities Americans have experienced a growing need for some type
of group to serve as an anchor in modern society.50 Lenski believes
further that urbanism in America has brought and still brings people
of diverse backgrounds into constant association with one another. It
is necessary consequently to ignore differences for the well-being of
society.51 However, the Triple Melting Pot, the rising middle class
culture, and the depersonalizing pressures of modern society, cause
contemporary man to experience the urgent need to maintain a personality against the mass culture. There is a social necessity to belong,
and "in our society religion is a socially accepted way of perpetuating
group differences" (Sklare) . 52 Religious association can become the
primary context of self-identification and social location for the third
generation Jew. As stated by Sklare:
Such identification became compelling since it was the only way
in which the American Jew could now locate himself in the larger
community.53
Cans points to the decline of discrimination as a major reason for
affiliation of Jewish youth with the Jewish community.54 The decline
of discrimination and the Triple Melting Pot has weakened the incentive to move away from Jewish institutions. This has also worked
in the opposite direction in that lessening discrimination by non-Jews
has contributed to the growing problem of intermarriage. However,
Gans indicates that Jews no longer have the incentive to "pass" as nonJews, especially since on their own they can do well economically and
socially.
Gans has cast motivation for affiliation in a negative role. On the
positive side, however, the third generation feels secure in its "Ameri-
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canness" and, therefore, no longer feels the need for the attitude of
rejection characteristic of previous generations. It feels no reluctance
in its identification as Jewish and affirming its Jewishness. If these
arguments are valid, Marcus Hansen's famous dictum may yet be
realized: "What the son wishes to forget, the grandson wishes to remember." 55 If these other forces are operating within Rhode Island and
the United States the geographical redistribution of the Jewish population may not operate to the detriment of the Jewish American community, even though it presents new challenges. Judaism specifically
and religion in general may continue to play an important role in
modern society, if, as has been argued, "Man turns to religion to provide him an inexpugnable citadel for the self in a world in which
personal authenticity is threatened on every side; indeed the quest for
personal authenticity is itself substantially a religious quest." 56 However, all of the suggested relationships remain speculative. They all
require intensive research on the nature and degree of Jewish identification and of the forces operating to strengthen and weaken it. This
study has been able to explore only a limited segment of the processes
involved and must be regarded as suggestive rather than definitive.
CONCLUSION
Many issues have been raised in this study concerning the residential
mobility of Jews in Rhode Island. Most important, three major hypotheses were presented around which smaller questions were centered.
These hypotheses were:
I.

II.

III.

T h e Jews of Rhode Island are moving away from the more
densely Jewish population centers in the Providence area
to the suburban areas and to areas of Rhode Island where
Jews have not lived before in any substantial numbers.
Those who have strong affiliation with Jewish community
organizations, and therefore greater commitment to the Jewish
community, have lower rates of residential mobility than those
who have weak affiliation.
Compared to the first and second generation, third generation
Jewish Americans are more frequently moving away from the
locations of their families of procreation and the areas where
kin reside to areas where the density of Jews is lower.

Overall, Hypotheses I and III have been supported by the findings,
whereas Hypothesis II has not been supported.
Though those members of the sample who maintained a close affiliation within the Jewish community through organizational and synagogue
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membership were less likely to be mobile than those who did not,
memberships and commitment to a community were not a deterrent
to residential mobility. It appears that community solidarity and stability cannot be correlated with memberships held within the community.
At most, these comitments merely reflect, for a variety of motives,
solidarity with the community, but they do not seem to influence or
prevent mobility.
During the past ten years Rhode Island Jews have been continuing
the process that Goldstein described in 1963—movement away from
the older central urban areas to newer urban areas and suburban areas.
This pattern parallels the residential mobility patterns of the general
Rhode Island population. Movement is away from older central urban
Providence, such as the South Side and the North End, to the newer
urban areas such as the East Side of Providence and to the suburbs,
especially Warwick and Cranston. Intra-city and intra-suburban mobility account for a fair proportion of the high mobility rates. Out-ofstate moves have also reached a substantial level among Rhode Island
Jews.
Within Rhode Island these residential moves are taking people into
areas of the state where the density of the Jewish population is substantially less than the areas from which they came. The newer areas
probably can provide these Jews with more comfortable community
living, possibly better schools, and the opportunity to buy homes with
adequate space. These newer communities may also offer better housing
and educational opportunities for people beginning new stages in their
life cycle. These communities are close enough to the central urban
area to permit easy commutation to jobs. This pattern is consistent
with Lee's suggestion that diversity between areas is an important
factor in mobility, where one area has characteristics that another one
does not. Obviously, the newer urban and suburban areas are attracting
numerous new residents because of the advantages they are deemed to
have over the older urban areas. And, indeed, the findings do indicate
that these anticipated characteristics are the most prominent reasons
for moving.
Though all of the processes described are characteristic of the whole
sample, they are even more prominent among young third generation
Jewish Americans. In fact, a major finding of the study is that age
and generational status override other factors in determining an individual's propensity to move. Young people are more likely to move
than are older people. Third generation Jewish Americans are moving
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away from the areas where their families reside more frequently than
are any other age group. They move to locations of lower Jewish
density at higher rates than older Jews, and are more likely to move
out of state.
These facts could be viewed with concern by the Jewish community
in America as a whole. Geographical proximity and constant close
contact with other Jews is reduced greatly when young Jews move
away on their own. T o the extent that the third generation is depended upon for the continuation of a viable American Jewish community, the greater potential for assimilation inherent in the changes
noted in this study provide the basis for increased concern for the
future strength of the Jewish community in the United States. Countervailing reasons for optimism, however, are also presented in this study.
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^For example, three studies which illustrate the range of investigative work are
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2Sidney Goldstein, Rf. 9, p. 16.
sSidney Goldstein, Rf. 11, p. 43.
4Gerhard Lenski, Rf. 15, p. 214.
sGoldstein, Rf. 11, pp. 48-49.
6 Herbert Gans, Rf. 4, p. 558.
7 Gans, p. 558.
«Sidney Goldstein, Rf. 8.
^Goldstein, Rf. 8, pp. 2-3.
"Goldstein, Rf. 8, pp. 5-6.
" I n order to account for those household units from whom no interview was
obtained, 136 cases were chosen randomly from 1,420 cases of completed interviews.
T h e data cards for the 136 cases were duplicated and added to the 1,420 cases to
give a total of 1,556. This was done for each area individually so that replacements
came from within the same areas as "refusals" and " n o contacts."
^Sidney Goldstein, Rf. 5, p. 169.
isCity directories are published every other year.
published in 1971.

Those used for this study were
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" T h o u g h city directories have been proven to be complete and accurate, they
present one serious problem. Not all towns of Rhode Island have city directories,
especially if they are smaller towns. Presently, there are no city directories for East
Greenwich, South Kingstown, Narragansett, North Providence and Johnston.
1 5 T h e variables age, generation, size of family, family composition,
1963 area of
residence, organization memberships, and intention to move are characteristics of the
sample population as stated in 1963.
" E v e r e t t S. Lee, Rf. 14, p. 52.
1 7 Lee, pp. 53-54.
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20Rossi, p. 31.
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2 2 Aldcn Speare, Rf. 20, p. 449.
"Goldstein, Rf. 8, pp. 99-100.
2 4 LeRoy E. Bowman, Rf. 1, p. 158.
25 Rossi, p. 90.
26Rossi, p. 97.
"Sidney Goldstein and Kurt B. Mayer, Rf. 7.
"Goldstein and Mayer, p. 13.
"Goldstein, Rf. 8, p. 99.
30 Goldstein, Rf. 8, p. 103.
siGoldstein, Rf. 11, p. 43.
32 Goldstein, Rf. 11, p. 48.
33 Goldstein, Rf. 11, p. 43.
34 Goldstein, Rf. 11, p. 43.
35 Goldstein, Rf. 11, p. 37.
acLeonard Blumberg and Robert Bell, Rf. 2, p. 328.
3 7 This point, made by Talcott Parsons, can be found in The
Family. Its Function
and Destiny, Ruth N. Anshen, ed., which was cited in Helgi Osterreich, "Geographical
Mobility and Kinship: A Canadian Example," Kinship and Geographical Mobility,
6 (1965), p. 130.
ssThis point, made by George Romans, can be found in Eugene Litwak, Rf. 16,
p. 385.
3 9 Ralph
Piddington, Rf. 17.
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Kinship and Geographic Mobility, 6 (1965), p. 130.
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4 2 Litwak, p. 387.
43 Aldc-n Speare, Rf. 21, p. 457.
44 Rossi, p. 59.
4o Rossi, p. 62.
«Rossi, pp. 97-98.
4 7 Generation has been divided into five categories which are defined as follows:
(1)
Foreign Born — born in country other than the U.S.; (2) First Generation — person
born in U.S. but both parents foreign born; (3) Mixed First Generation — person
born in U.S., but one parent foreign born, one American born; (4) Second Generation — person born in U.S., both parents American born; (5) Third Generation —
person horn in U.S., both parents born in U.S., 2-4 grandparents born in U.S.
4S Rossi, p. 77.
4 9 Spcare, Rf. 20, p. 457.
sowill Herberg, Rf. 13, pp. 69-72.
siLcnski, pp. 8-10.
-"Marshall Sklare, Rf. 19, p. 134.
53 Sklare, p. 134.
54 Gans, p. 559.
55Marcus Hansen, Rf. 12, p. 495.
5°Herberg, p. 76
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Mobility Status, 1963-1972
Percentage

Movers
Non-Movers
Died
No Information

T A B L E 3:

Age in 1963
10-19
20-29
30-39
40-49
50-59
60-69
70 and over
Total

T A B L E 4:

41.8

530

43.8
8.2
6.2

555
104
79

100.0

1268

Mover

Non-Mover

62.9

24.6

69.5
44.7
26.6
31.8
28.9

21.2
51.6
65.2
54.0

Dead

No
Total
Information Percentage Number

0.4
0.0

12.1
9.3

1.6

2.1
3.7
2.8

4.5
11.4
16.9

16.9

46.5
28.9

49.4

7.7
4.8

41.8

43.8

8.2

6.2

100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0

280
118
190
244

100.0

1268

211
142
83

Mobility Status, 1963-1972, by Generational Status
Total

Mover

Non-Mover

Dead

Foreign Born ..

34.7

36.8

22.6

5.9

100.0

239

First
Generation

..

30.9

57.6

8.4

3.1

100.0

479

Mixed First
Generation

_

48.3

40.6

2.8

8.4

100.0

143

Second
Generation

_

58.0

31.3

1.6

9.1

100.0

307

Third
Generation

..

50.0

36.8

1.3

11.8

100.0

76

Do Not Know-

58.3

37.5

0.0

4.2

100.0

24

41.8

43.8

8.2

6.2

100.0

1268

Total

in 1963

Number

Mobility Status, 1963-1972, by Age

No
Generation

Notes

Information Percentage Number

Jo

T A B L E 5:

Age in 1963

a.
a
3
S'

Percentage Classified as Movers by Age and Generational Status

Foreign

First

Mixed First

Second

Third

Born

Generation

Generation

Generation

Generation

58.9

esDo Not Know

•

90.0

•

56.7

64.6

20-29

•

55.6

75.0

•

*

100.0

30-39

•

47.6

46.9

•

•

28.6

40-49

•

23.5

333

•

•

20.0

50-59

32.1

32.1

•

•

•

•

60-69

35.7

23.1

0.0

•

•

•

18.0

•

0.0

•

•

•

10-19

70 and over

_

.

se
o

3

•Cells smaller than 10 cases.
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Oo
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Mobility Status, 1963-1972, by Relation to Head
of Household

Relation
Head
Wife
Son
Daughter
Other Relative
Total

T A B L E 7:

Islatid Jewish

No
Total
Information Percentage Number

Mover

Non-Mover

Dead

34.1
36.1
62.1
60.2
22.7

48.0
55.8
28.2
22.2
34.1

15.4
5.4
0.6
0.0
20.5

2.6
2.7
9.0
17.5
22.7

100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0

469
407
177
171
44

41.8

43.8

8.2

6.2

100.0

1268

Mobility Status, 1963-1972, by Household Size
Total
Non-Movers Percentage Number

Movers

Size of Household in 1963
1-2
3
4
5
6-8

Total

42.5
48.8
52.5
46.6
64.1

57.5
51.2
47.5
53.4
35.9

100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0

252
209
326
234
64

48.8

51.2

100.0

1084*

* " N o Information" and "Dead" have been omitted.

T A B L E 8:

Percentage Classified as Movers, by Household Size and Age

Size of
Household in 1963

10-19

20-29

30-39

1-2
3
4
5
6-8

40.0
72.2
77.1
65.9
78.3

70 0
66.7
87.9
83.3

75.0
52.4
40.3
38.3
72.7

*

Ages in 1963
40-49
50-59
40.7
28.6
29.9
25.4

36.8
38.5
39.4
25.0

*

*

60-69 70 and Over
42.9
33.3
*
*
*

32.1
40.0
*

66.7
*

*Cells have less than 10 cases.

T A B L E 9:
Household
Head
Head,
I-Iead,
Head

Mobility Status, 1963-1972, by Household Composition

Composition

in

1963

and Wife
Wife, Children
Wife, Children and/or Relatives
Only, Children and/or Relatives

Total

Movers

Total
Non-Movers Percentage Number

42.5
52.0
39.1
42.4

57.5
48.0
60.9
57.6

100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0

200
733
69
66

48.8

51.2

100.0

1068*

* " N o Information" and "Dead" have been omitted.
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Percentage Classified as Movers by Household
Composition and Age

Household
Composition in 1963

10-19

Head and Wife
Head, Wife, Children ...
Head, Wife, Children
and/or Relatives

20-29
76.5

*

Movers
Ages in 1963
30-39
40-49
50-59
•

60-69 70 and Over

•

36.6
37.5

41.3
18.8

28.6

27.4

73.4

78.5

46.6

•

•

•

•

36.4

28.6

•

•

•

•

•

38.5

33.3

33.3

Head Only, Children
and/or Relatives

•

* Cells have less than 10 cases.

T A B L E 11:

Distribution of Movers by Reason for Move

Reasons for Move

Percentage

Number

31.5
7.1
1.1

57

Spatial
Proximity
Jewish Neighborhood
Community Characteristics
Bought House
Change of Job
Want to Live in Suburbs .
Parental Decision
Moved to Nursing Home .
Other*

13
2
35

19.3
17.6

32
4

2.2
11.1

Total

5.5

2
10

2.2
12.1

22

100.0

181

4

•"Other" includes those who were vague in their reason for moving.

T A B L E 12:

Mobility Status by 1963 Residence

Mover

Non-Mover

Barrington

56.6

34.0

Cranston
Warwick

37.5
46.4

54.7
46.4

Pawtucket

40.9

South Side
North End

50.3
37.0

East Side

38.5
31.6
44.6

Total

41.8

Residence

1963

Dead

No
Total
Information Percentage Number

5.7
4.7
2.4

3.8
3.0
4.8

100.0

53

100.0
100.0

232
84

6.0
10.9
3.9

100.0
100.0

49.4

2.7
13.5
17.1

39.2

9.3

6.8

100.0

482

43.8

8.2

6.2

100.0

1268

100.0

149
192
76
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Percentage Movers and Non-Movers by Type of
Residence 1963 and Age

1963 Age and
Residence

Mover

10-19City
Suburb
Total
20-39City
Suburb
Total
40-59City
Suburb
Total
60 and
Cityover
Suburb
Total

T A B L E 19:

Non-Mover

Dead

No Info.

Total

Number

64.1

20.5

0.5

14.9

100.0

195

60.0

34.1

0.0

5.9

100.0

85

62.9

24 6

0.4

12.1

100.0

280

55.2

36.2

0.0

8.6

100.0

163

52.8

44.4

2.1

0.7

100.0

144

54J

4CU

To

4£

10CU)

307

32.5

56.6

7.8

3.2

100.0

348

18.5

70.4

7.4

3.7

100.0

108

29^2

59^9

VJ

3^3

10M

456

23.8
28.1

38.9
46.9

31.1
15.6

6.2
9.4

100.0
100.0

193
32

24.4

40.0

28.9

6.7

100.0

225

Percentage Movers by Age and Type of Move, 1963-1972

1963 Age and

1972

Residence

Residence

City

Suburb

Out of State

No Info.

Total

Number

10-19
City
Suburb

23.2
9.8

17.6
29.4

55.2
54.9

4.0
5.9

100.0
100.0

125
51

19^3

2L0

55^1

li

100.0

176

53.3
H.8

18.9
60.5

26.7
19.7

1.1
7.9

100.0
100.0

90
76

343

380

23^5

42

100.0

166

65.5

21.2

8.8

4.4

100.0

113

Total
20-39
City
Suburb
Total
40-59
City
Suburb
Total
60 and
Cityover
Suburb
Total

-

25.0

55.0

10.0

10.0

100.0

20

59A

26^

9^0

5.3

M 0

133

69.0
H.l

14.3
55.6

11.9
11.1

4.8
22.2

100.0
100.0

42
9

58^8

2L6

lL8

7A

looio

51^

Residential
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Percentage Movers by Generation and Type of
Move, 1963-1972

1963 Generation
and Residence

City

Foreign Born
City

58.8

14.7

23.5

2.9

100.0

68

9.1

63.6

0.0

27.3

100.0

11

51.9

21.5

20.3

6.3

100.0

79

57.6
15.2

21.2
54.5

18.5
24.2

2.6
6.1

100.0
100.0

151
66

44.7

31.3

20.3

3.7

100.0

217

32.8
10.2

17.6
47.5

45.4
33.9

4.2
8.5

100.0
100.0

119
59

25.3

27.5

41.6

5.6

100.0

178 '

41.7
21.4

20.8
28.6

29.2
50.0

8.3
0.0

100.0
100.0

24
14

34.2

23.7

36.8

5.3

100.0

38

Suburb
Total
First Generation
City
Suburb
Total
Second Generation
City
Suburb
Total
Third Generation
City
Suburb
Total

Suburb

1972 Residence
Out of State No Info.

Total

Number

442
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T A B L E 21: Percentage Movers by Reason for Move and Type
of Move, 1963-1972
1963 Reason for

1972 Residence

Move and Residence

City

Suburb

Out of State

No Info.

Total

Spatial
City
Suburb

89.7
0.0

10.3
100.0

0.0
0.0

0.0
0.0

100.0
100.0

39
18

61.4

38.6

0.0

0.0

100.0

57

100.0
100.0

0.0
0.0

0.0
0.0

0.0
0.0

100.0
100.0

9
4

100.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

100.0

13

Jewish Neighborhood
City
Suburb

0.0
0.0

100.0
0.0

0.0
0.0

0.0
0.0

100.0
0.0

2
0

Total

0.0

100.0

0.0

0.0

100.0

2

Community Characteristics
City
80.0
Suburb
0.0

19.2
88.9

0.0
11.1

0.0
0.0

100.0
100.0

26
9

60.0

37.1

2.9

0.0

100.0

35

83.3
28.6

11.1
71.4

5.6
0.0

0.0
0.0

100.0
100.0

18
14

59.4

37.5

3.1

0.0

100.0

32

0.0
0.0

0.0
50.0

0.0
50.0

0.0
0.0

0.0
100.0

0
4

0.0

50.0

50.0

0.0

100.0

4

0.0
0.0

100.0
0.0

0.0
0.0

0.0
0.0

100.0
0.0

2
0

0.0

100.0

0.0

0.0

100.0

2

100.0
0.0

0.0
20.0

0.0
80.0

0.0
0.0

100.0
100.0

5
5

50.0

10.0

40.0

0.0

100.0

10

42.1
0.0

36.8
100.0

21.1
0.0

0.0
0.0

100.0
100.0

19
3

36^4

45^5

18^2

00

1000

22~

Total
Proximity
City
Suburb
Total

Total
Bought House
City
Suburb
Total
Change of J o b
City
Suburb
Total
Want to Live in Suburbs
City
Suburb
Total
Parental Decision
City
Suburb
Total
Other Reasons
City
Suburb

Total

Number

Residential
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T A B L E 22: Intra-State Movers Classified by Density of Jewish
Settlement in Areas of Residence, 1963 and 1972
1970
1963

Very High
High
Moderate
Low

High

Moderate

27.4
30.2
8.9
6.3

27.4
16.3
3.3
6.3

34.2
29.1
58.5
46.9

24.4
29.3
40.6

11.0

100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0

73
86
123
64

17.6

12.1

43.9

26.3

100.0

346

Very High

Residence

-

Total

T A B L E 22-A:

Low

Number

Total

Density of Area of Residence in 1963 Compared to 1972

1963 Residence

Higher

Very High
High
Moderate
Low
Total

1972 Residence
Same
Lower

Total

30.2
12.2
59.5

27.4
16.3
58.5
40.6

72.6
53.5
29.3

100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0

29.4

41.2

44.9

100.0

T A B L E 23: Mobility Status, 1963-1972, by Number of
Memberships in Jewish Organizations
Number of
Memberships
0
1
2-3
4-6
7 or more
Total

Movers

Non-Movers

Total
Percentage

Number

57.3
51.8
39.6
41.9
23.1

42.7
48.2
60.4
58.1
76.9

100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0

337
330
288
117
13

48.8

51.2

100.0

1085*

•"No Information" and " D e a d " have been omitted.

T A B L E 24: Mobility Status, 1963-1972, by Number of
Memberships in Non-Jewish Organizations
Number of
Memberships
0
1
2-3
4 or more
Total

Movers

Non-Movers

Total
Percentage

Number

52.2
43.0
42.3
38.9

47.8
57.0
57.7
61.1

100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0

709
235
123
18

48.8

51.2

100.0

1085*

•"No Information" and " D e a d " have been omitted.
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Mobility Status, 1963-1972, by Membership in Synagogue

Synagogue
Membership

Mover

Yes
No
Total

.„

Non-Mover

Total
Percentage

Number

48.3
50.9

51.7
49.1

100.0
100.0

849
220

48.8

51.2

100.0

1069*

•"No Information" and "Dead" have been omitted.

T A B L E 26:

Mobility Status, 1963-1972, by Combined Memberships
in Synagogue and Jewish Organizations
Mover

Syn. - Jew. Org.
Yes
Yes
No
No

Yes
Yes
Yes
No
Total

......
—

T A B L E 27:

Non-Mover

Total
Percentage

Number

44.1
60.4
48.7
53.3

55.9
39.6
51.3
46.7

100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0

632
217
113
107

48.8

51.2

100.0

1069

Percentage Classified as Movers by Type of
Memberships and Age
Age in 1963

Syn. - Jew. Org.

10-19

20-29

30-39

40-49

50-59

60-69

Yes
Yes
No
No

73.1
68.2
83.3
80.0

76.9
91.3

44.4
52.4
51.9

28.3

36.8

•

•

•

34.8
•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
•

Yes
No
Yes
No

..„

•

•

71.0

70+

•

•Cells contain less than 10 cases.

T A B L E 28: Percentage Classified as Movers by Type of
Memberships and Generational Status

Syn. •• Jew. Org.
Yes
Yes
No
No

No
No
Yes
No

Foreign Born
32.3
43.6
•

•

•Cells contain less than 10 cases.

First
Generation
29.5
35.1
36.2
27.3

Mixed
First
Generation
47.5
46.4
•

•

Second
Generation

Third
Generation

53.5
61.1
63.6
63.0

43.8
58.3
•
•

Residential

Mobility
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T A B L E 29: Percentage Movers and Non-Movers by Type of
Residence 1963 and Organizational Membership
1963 Syn. - Jew. Org.
and Residence
Yes

Yes
City
Suburb

Yes

No
City
Suburb

Total

—

Total
No

Yes
City
Suburb

No

No
City
Suburb

Total

Total

T A B L E 30:

Yes
City
Suburb
Total

Yes

No
City
Suburb
Total

No

Yes
City
Suburb

No

No
City
Suburb

Total

Total

Non-Mover

Dead

No Info.

Total

Number

38.3
36.5

45.3
55.6

10.4
6.3

6.0
1.6

100.0
100.0

548
189

37.9

47.6

9.4

4.9

100.0

737

51.5
49.4

27.5
44.8

7.0
1.1

14.0
4.6

100.0
100.0

171
87

50.8

33.3

5.0

10.9

100.0

258

39.2
48.6

44.3
42.9

13.4
2.9

3.1
5.7

100.0
100.0

97
35

41.7

43.9

10.6

3.8

100.0

132

44.1
48.2

39.7
41.1

7.4
3.6

8.8
7.1

100.0
100.0

68
56

46.0

40.3

5.6

8.1

100.0

124

Percentage Classified as Movers by Type of Move and
Type of Memberships

1963 Syn. - Jew. Org.
and Residence
Yes

Mover

City

Suburb

Out of State

50.2
14.5

17.2
46.4

30.1
24.6

41.4

24.5

43.2
11.6

No Info.

Total

Number

2.4
14.5

100.0
100.0

209
69

28.8

5.4

100.0

278

18.2
27.9

36.4
55.8

2.3
4.7

100.0
100.0

88
43

32.8

21.4

42.7

3.1

100.0

131

44.7
17.6

26.3
70.6

15.8
11.8

13.2
0.0

100.0
100.0

38
17

36.4

40.0

14.5

9.1

100.0

55

58.6
7.4

20.7
77.8

17.2
11.1

3.4
3.7

100.0
100.0

29
27

33.9

48.2

14.3

3.6

100.0

56
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Total

T A B L E 32:

4.1
9.3
15.6
69.9
1.0

1268

100.0

Mobility Status, 1963-1972, by 1963 Stated
Intentions to Move
Movers

Non-Movers

No Info.

Total

Number

....
....

75.0
71.3
51.1
39.1
25.0

22.9
20.9
45.7
53.2
75.0

2.1
7.8
3.3
7.8
0.0

100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0

48
115
184
809
8

....

45.5

47.7

6.8

100.0

1164

1963 Intentions
Plan to Move Within 1 Year
Plan to Move Within 5 Years
Do Not Know
No Plans
No Information
Total

Plans to Move
Within 1 Year
Plans to Move
Within 5 Years .,
Do Not Know
No Plans
No Information ,

Percentage

52
119
198
887
12

Within 1 Year
Within 5 Years
Do Not Know
No Plans
No Information

1963 Intentions

Notes

Distribution of Reported Intentions to Move

1963 Plans to Move

T A B L E 33:

Historical

Percentage Classified as Movers by 1963 Intention
and 1963 Age of Movers
10-19

20-29

•

•

63.6
75.6
59.4

1963 Age of Movers
40-49
50-59
30-39
*

•

*
*

#

50.0

*

78.6
57.1
31.7

•

*
*

20.8

#

60-69

53.8
35.9
28.7
*

#

70+'

*

*

•

25.0
20.0
18.0

*
#

•

#

•Cells contain less than 10 cases.

T A B L E 34:

Mobility Status, 1963-1972, by 1963 Intentions
to Move, for Heads of Households

Plan to Move Within 1 Year
Plan to Move Within 5 Years
Do Not Know
No Plans
No Information
Total

Heads of Household
Total
No Info.

Number

22.2
21.3
54.7
65.7
66.7

0.0
2.1
0.0
4.2
0.0

100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0

18
47
64
265
3

56.7

3.0

100.0

397

Movers

Non-Movers

...
...
...
...

77.8
76.6
45.3
30.2
33.3

...

40.3

1963 Intentions

Residential

Mobility

T A B L E 35:

Intention
Plan to Move
Within 1 Year
Plan to Move
Within 5 Years
Do Not Know
No Plans
No Information
Total

T A B L E 36:

of Jen s in R.

1.

Relation of Date of Planned Move and Actual
Date of Move
19631964

19631968

19681972

25.0

18.2

4.5

52.3

100.0

No Info.

Total

Number

44

7.8

12.7

18.6

60.8

100.0

102

4.2
2.6
0.0

11.8
6.4
0.0

9.0
8.6
0.0

75.0
82.5
100.0

100.0
100.0
100.0

144
548
7

4.6

8.6

9.6

77.2

100.0

845

Distribution of Stated Preferences for Destinations
of Moves

Preferred Destinations
Barrington, Bristol, Warren, East Providence
Cranston
Pawtucket, Central Falls
Warwick, East Greenwich, West Warwick
South Side
North End
East Side
Other Rhode Island
Other New England
Other United States
Total

447

Number
8
35
5
11

Percentage
2.6
11.6
1.6
3.6

3
2
65
6
3
164

1.0
.6
21.5
2.0

302

100.0

1.0

54.3

Residential

Mobility
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APPENDIX
COMPARISON OF RESPONDENTS AND NON-RESPONDENTS
It is important to determine the differences between those people in
the sample for whom information on mobility was found and those
for whom information was not found. The former have been categorized as "respondents" and the latter as "non-respondents", respectively. T h e differences between these two groups will be evaluated by
consideration of basic characteristics, namely age, generational status,
relationship to head of the household, family size, family composition,
and 1963 residence.
The age cohorts 10-19, 20-29, and 60-69 have the greatest proportion
of non-respondents in comparison to the proportion of respondents.
The percentage of non-respondents in the 10-19 and 20-29 groups more
closely resemble those of movers than non-movers. Since this age group
tends to have the highest rate of mobile people, the high percentage
of non-respondents in this age range suggests that the non-respondents
are disproportionally concentrated among mobile persons.
The same pattern appears in Table B; non-respondents have the
greatest proportion of second and third generation persons in comparison to respondents. Again, statistically the non-respondents resemble
the movers more than they do the non-movers.
Comparison of respondents and non-respondents in terms of relationship to head of the household illustrates that among the nonrespondents the proportion of sons, daughters, and other relatives is
much greater than among the respondents, whereas the proportion of
heads of the household and the wives is far below the corresponding
percentage among respondents. Again the statistics indicate that the
sons and daughters for whom there is no information would more
likely have been movers than non-movers if information had been
found for them. There is so little difference statistically between the percentage of movers and non-movers in the other relative category that it
constitutes an inadequate basis on which to interpret whether nonrespondents are more likely to be migrants or non-migrants.
Table D shows that non-respondents have more persons belonging to
families with 6 or more members than non-respondents and somewhat
fewer persons in very small families. Overall, the non-respondents again
resemble the movers more than they do the non-movers.
The greatest difference between respondents and non-respondents.
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according to family composition applies to those families consisting of
head, wife, and children with or without other relatives and families
consisting of head only and children with or without other relatives.
There is a greater percentage of non-respondents than respondents in
both these family types and fewer in units of head and wife only and
head, wife, and children. Interestingly with respect to family composition, the non-respondents do not differ in as consistent a way from the
non-movers as they did for other variables reviewed earlier.
In Table F, the South Side and Cranston are distinct as the areas
differing most in the percentage of non-respondents and respondents
living in them in 1963. In fact, there are twice as many non-respondents
as respondents on the South Side and only half as many in Cranston.
Overall, although large differences persist, the non-respondents tend to
resemble the residential distribution of movers in 1963 more closely than
the pattern for non-movers.
In summary> there are a number of differences between nonrespondents and respondents. For most variables considered, the nonrespondents more closely resemble the mover respondents than the
non-mover respondents. This suggests that a disproportionate number
of the non-respondents are migrants. This would be consistent with
the expectation that migrants are more difficult to follow-up in a longitudinal study. However, the relatively small number of total nonrespondents means that probably no serious bias is introduced by their
omission from the analysis.
T A B L E A:

Distribution of Respondents and Non-Respondents by Age
Respondents

Age in 1963

Non-

Movers

Non-Movers

Total

Died

Respondents

10-19

33.2

12.4

22.6

1.0

43.0

20-29

15.5

4.5

9.9

0.0

13.9

30-39

16.0

17.7

16.9

2.9

5.1

40-49

12.3

28.6

20.6

10.6

11.4

50-59

12.6

20.5

16.7

23.1

7.6

60-69

7.7

11.9

9.9

23.1

13.9

70 and over

2.6

4.3

3.5

39.4

5.1

100.0

100.0

100.0

100.0

100.0

530

555

Total

Percent

Total Number

1085

104

79
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Distribution of Respondents and Non-Respondents
by Generation
Respondents

Generation in 1963

Movers

Non-Movers

NonTotal

Died

Respondents

Foreign Born

15.7

15.9

15.8

51.9

17.7

First Generation
Mixed First Generation
Second Generation
Third Generation
Do Not Know

27.9
13.0
33.6
7.2
2.6

49.7
10.5
17.3
5.0
1.6

39.1
11.7
25.3
6.1
2.1

38.5
3.8
4.8
1.0
0.0

19.0
15.2
35.4
11.4
1.3

Total Percent
Total Number

100.0
530

100.0
555

100.0
1085

100.0
104

100.0
79

T A B L E C:

Distribution of Respondents and Non-Respondents
by Relation to Head of Household
Respondents

Relationship
Head
Wife
Son
Daughter
Other Relative
Total Percent
Total Number

T A B L E D:

-

Non-

Movers

Non-Movers

Total

Died

30.2
27.7
20.8
19.4
1.9

40.5
40.9
9.0
6.8
2.7

35.5
34.5
14.7
13.0
2.3

69.2
21.2
1.0
0.0
8.7

15.2
13.9
20.3
38.0
12.7

100.0
530

100.0
555

100.0
1085

100.0
104

100.0
79

Distribution of Respondents and Non-Respondents
by Size of Household
Respondents

Number in Family

Respondents

Non-

Movers

Non-Movers

Total

1 and 2 Members

20.2

26.1

23.2

51.0

20.3

3
4
5
6

19.2
32.3
20.6
7.7

19.3
27.9
22.5
4.1

19.3
30.0
21.6
5.9

26.0
12.5
6.7
3.8

21.5
27.8
20.3
10.1

100.0

100.0

Members
Members
Members
or More Members
Total

Percent

Total Number

100.0

100.0

530

555

100.0
1085

Died

104

Respondents

79

Residential

Mobility

T A B L E E:

of Jen s in R. 1.
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Distribution of Respondents and Non-Respondents
by Household Composition
Respondents

Household

Composition

Movers

Non-Movers

NonTotal

Died

Respondents

Head and Wife

16.3

21.0

18.7

41.2

10.4

Head, Wife, Children

73.1

64.4

68.6

38.1

57.1

Head, Wife, Children
and/or Other Relatives

5.2

7.7

6.5

11.3

14.3

Head Only, Children
and/or Other Relatives

5.4

6.9

6.2

9.3

18.2

100.0

100.0

100.0

97

77

Total

Percent

Total Number

100.0

100.0

521

547

1068*

•Missing 26 persons whose family compositions are unknown.

T A B L E F:

Distribution of Respondents and Non-Respondents
by 1963 Residence
Respondents

1963 Residence

Movers

Harrington

Non-Movers

NonTotal

Died

Respondents

5.7

3.2

4.4

2.9

Cranston

16.4

22.9

19.7

10.6

8.9

Warwick

7.4

7.0

7.2

1.9

5.1

Pawtucket

11.5

13.5

12.5

3.8

11.4

South Side

14.0

12.8

13.4

25.0

26.6

North End
East

Side

,

Total

Percent

Total Number

2.5

4.5

6.5

5.5

12.5

3.8

40.6

34.1

37.2

34.3

41.8

100.0

100.0

100.0

100.0

100.0

530

555

1085

104

79

VAAD H A K A S H R U T H OF PROVIDENCE, R H O D E ISLAND
T E X T OF T H E C O N S T I T U T I O N AND BYLAWS
W I T H ANNOTATIONS
by

BERYL

SEGAL

T h e term Vaad Hakashruth refers to a Board set up by the community
and the Orthodox Rabbis, authorized to supervise the sale of meat and
meat products to Jews who observe the laws of Kashruth
(the Dietary
Laws).
Kashruth
begins with the slaughter of sheep ( D a k o t h ) , cattle
(Gasoth),
and fowl ( O f o t h ) in the slaughter houses or in the shop
of the butcher. It involves the Rabbis, the Shochtim
(Ritual Slaughterers) , the butchers (wholesale and retail), the Mashgiach
(the inspector
or supervisor), and the delicatessen and restaurant owners.
Kosher meats carry a seal testifying to the fact
Kashruth were observed in their preparation. A sign
a shop signifies that the butcher or delicatessen shop
the rules and regulations of the Vaad Hakashruth.
text of the Constitution the word Kashruth is written
is the Yiddish pronunciation of Kashruth in Poland

that the laws of
in the window of
complies with all
In the English
as Kashris, which
and the Ukraine.

T h e Constitution and Bylaws were published in the form of a small
booklet or pamphlet, containing both the original Yiddish version and
an English translation. T h e following is an unedited transcript of the
original English translation. T h e title page, which follows, appeared
only in Yiddish in the original and is therefore our own translation.
#

#

#

VAAD H A K A S H R U T H OF P R O V I D E N C E
FOUNDED J U N E 30, 1920
BY T H E C I T Y AND R A B B I S
Rabbi Hayim David Bachrach
Rabbi Y.Z. Rubinstein, Peace be with him 1
#
#
#
iRabbi Bachrach was the spiritual leader of Congregation Ahavath Shalom, also
known as the Howell Street Shul, from 1903 to his death in 1925. T h e Howell Street
Shul (Synagogue) was the first synagogue on the East Side of Providence.
Rabbi Rubinstein came to Providence as head of the Sons of Zion Shul on Orms
Street in 1904. H e was the R a v Hakollel, Chief Rabbi of Rhode Island. He died in
1926. T h e booklet was apparently printed after Rabbi Rubinstein's death. After
Rabbi Rubinstein's name appear the Hebrew letters 0 " H , Olov Hasholom,
meaning
" P e a c e to h i m " (i.e. " M a y H e Rest in P e a c e " ) .
T h e r e were four Orthodox Rabbis in the community at the time. T h e other two
are not mentioned by name. One was at Sons of Jacob, on Douglas Avenue and Orms
Streets. T h e other was the Rabbi of South Providence.
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C O N S T I T U T I O N AND BY-LAWS
OF T H E
VAAD HAKASHRIS O F PROVIDENCE, R. I.
A R T I C L E 1.
Section 1. T h e Vaad Hakashris must consist of Rabbis, Shochtim 2
(Slaghterers), President, Vice-President, Treasurer, Financial Secretary,
Recording Secretary, Inspector, 3 Chairman of Finance, Board of 12
Directors, and 2 Delegates from every Orthodox Synagogue.
A R T I C L E 2.
Section 1. The object of the Vaad Hakashris is to observe Kashris
under the supervision of the Rabbis of Providence which are recognized
by the Vaad Hakashris. 4
Sec. 2. A regular meeting must be held every 2 weeks and all business must be transacted by the officers and delegates at the office of the
Vaad Hakashris.
Sec. 3. Election of officers, President, Vice-President, Treasurer, Recording Secretary and Chairman of Finance, must be held once a year,
in the month of December. Financial Secretary and Inspector must be
elected in the office at the first meeting of the new Board of Directors,
with a salary which the Board will decide. Recording Secretary must
be a Honorary Position.
Sec. 4. Any person that works for the Vaad Hakashris under a salary
cannot be an officer such as: President, Vice-President, Treasurer or
Director, and cannot take part in meeting discussions.
Sec. 5. No other business except election of officers can be transacted
at the yearly meeting. No motions are to be accepted to suspend the
constitution for that evening to transact other business.5
2Shochtim is the plural of Shochet. A Shochet is a person who is authorized by his
studies and training to slaughter fowl and cattle according to Jewish law. There were
seven at one time in Providence. There is only one now, and he is not employed in
his profession. He is rather a Mashgiach for the Vaad
Hakashruth.
3Mashgiach
is translated as Supervisor or Inspector. He did not have the authority
of the Civil Government, as the Health Inspector had, but he acted for the Rabbis
of the community and he wielded the club of revoking the Kosher sign in the
window of the establishment. T h a t was feared more than a fine of money.
4 Only
those Rabbis recognized by the Vaad Hakashruth
could supervise, issue
Kosher signs, or revoke such signs from the windows of the shops, forbidding Jews
to buy meat products from these establishments. Only Orthodox Rabbis were recognized by the Vaad Hakashruth, to the exclusion of Reform and Conservative Rabbis.

sSince officers were nominated from the floor the whole of the meeting was needed
for their election. It was therefore very wise to forbid any other business at the
annual meetings.
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Sec. 6. Any person, in order to run for President or Vice-President,
must have served at least one year on the Board of Directors.
A R T I C L E 3.
Section 1. Before the President opens nomination of officers he must
first declare that no one can be elected for President, Vice-President or
Treasurer unless they are well to do and are able to sign on the
mortgage of the Bath House.0
A R T I C L E 4.
D U T I E S OF T H E P R E S I D E N T
Section 1. The President must conduct the meeting impartially and
must keep the meeting in good order.
Sec. 2. A regular meeting may be opened with 7 Directors present.
A special meeting may be opened with 10 Directors present.
Sec. 3. The President must give the floor to everyone at the meeting
and give them a chance to express their opinion on the subject, but if
the speaker does not talk on the subject and the President calls him
out of order and the speaker does not obey, he shall be fined 50c for
the first time; for the second time the President has the right to take
away his rights for that evening; and for the third time he shall be
expelled from the Board. 7
Sec. 4. When a motion is made and supported, the President must
carry the motion, and if an amendment is made to the motion, the
amendment must be carried first.
Sec. 5. When a motion is made and supported and the President
does not want to carry the motion, the Board has the right to appeal
to the Vice-President to carry the motion.
Sec. 6. All valuable papers belonging to the Vaad Hakashris must
be under the supervision of the President. All moneys paid out by the
Vaad Hakashris must be paid by checks signed by the President,
Treasurer and Chairman of Finance.
«Jewish law requires that men and women immerse themselves periodically in a
ritually constructed bath, the Mikveh.
T h e maintenance of the Mikveh was one of
the functions of the Vaad Hakashruth. There were two such public baths in Providence, one on Clayton Street in the North End and one on Staniford Street in South
Providence. Both were demolished to make room for City Redevelopment.
?This section is quite strict, but was also justified as meetings were frequently
disrupted by board members who insisted on talking out of turn. Note how tolerant
the board was to speakers: " T h e President must give the floor to everyone at the
meeting and give them a chance to express their opinion on the subject . . . " Fines
were invoked only to third-time offenders.

Vaad Hakashruth

of Providence,

R. I.

A.bl

Sec. 7. If a written order signed by 7 Directors is submitted to the
President to call a special meeting, the President must absolutely order
the Secretary to call a special meeting.
Sec. 8. The President has no right to make any expenses without a
meeting of the Board of Directors, and the Finance Committee.
A R T I C L E 5.
DUTIES OF T H E VICE-PRESIDENT
Section 1. The Vice-President must aid the President to keep order
at the meeting and if the Pesident is absent the Vice-President must
conduct the meeting according to the rules of the constitution as mentioned in the duties of the President.
Sec. 2. When the President conducts a meeting and a motion is
made, and the President does not want to carry the motion, and an
appeal is made to the Vice-President to carry the motion, the VicePresident must be impartial on the subject according to the rules of the
constitution.
Sec. 3. The Vice-President must always be chairman of the Executive
Board and all other committees.
A R T I C L E 6.
D U T I E S OF T H E T R E A S U R E R 8
Section 1. The Treasurer must give a Bond of $1000.00 and must
sign all checks that are passed at a meeting to be paid.
Sec. 2. T h e Treasurer must deposit all the money that the collector
brings to him every Monday and must also receive a salary of $1.00 a
year.
A R T I C L E 7.
D U T I E S OF T H E FINANCIAL S E C R E T A R Y 9
Section 1. T h e Financial Secretary must give a Bond of $500.00 and
if the officers of the Vaad Hakashris with the consent of the Board of
Directors wish to see the books, the Secretary must give them at all times.
8The treasurer must have been a well-to-do man to be able to give a bond of
1000 dollars in the 1920s. He received a salary of one dollar a year. T h e founders
of the Vaad Hakashruth
were extremely careful with public moneys. T h e treasurer
had to deposit all proceeds in the bank on every Monday.
°The financial secretary was required to have the books ready for inspection at
the bidding of the officers of the Vaad Hakashruth.
T h e financial secretary could
spend no more than $2 a week without a meeting of the Vaad
Hakashruth.
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Sec. 2. T h e Secretary must send out Post Cards for meetings 3 days
ahead. He must also manage the office and instruct the Slaughterers
to which slaughter house they should go every day. If for certain reasons
the Vaad Hakashris decides that the Secretary is not eligible to control
the Slaughterers and want to place another person in his place, the
Secretary is obliged to turn over the books to the person that the Vaad
Hakashris will show without any arguments.
Sec. 3. T h e Secretary must keep the books in good order and every
3 months he is obliged .to call the Financial Committee to look over
the books.
Sec. 4. T h e Secretary has no right to spend more than $2.00 a week
for miscellaneous expenses without a meeting.
Sec. 5. If the President orders the Secretary to call a meeting, the
Secretary is obliged to call a meeting.
Sec. 6. T h e Secretary is obliged to take care of all bills that the
Slaughterers bring in every day and enter them in the books; he must
also keep a record of the daily collection that the Inspector brings in.
T h e Secretary must have a record of all the valuable papers of the Vaad
Hakashris that are under the supervision of the President.
A R T I C L E 7*
Section 1. The Recording Secretary must keep a record of every
meeting's business transactions and financial account so that both Secretaries' accounts should agree.
A R T I C L E 8.
D U T I E S OF T H E I N S P E C T O R
Section 1. The Inspector must take orders from the Rabbis in
Kashrus and is obliged to go to the slaughter houses and retail butcher
shops to see that the meat is properly washed in the proper time and
that it is stamped and signed by 2 authorized Slaughterers.
Sec. 2. T h e Inspector must keep record of the amount of meat that
every butcher receives from out of town and see that it is stamped and
signed by 2 authorized Slaughterers. The Inspector must also inform
the Secretary of the amount of cows and calves.
Sec. 3. T h e Inspector is obliged to collect all the bills that the
Secretary orders him to collect and he must bring that money to the
* T h e designation Article 7 appears twice in the original Yiddish and English versions.
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Treasurer every day and give an account of that money to the Financial
Committee. T h e Inspector must also give a Bond of $1000.00.
Sec. 4. If the Inspector finds meat in a butcher shop or in the
slaughter house that as not stamped Kosher and he is in doubt whether
it is Kosher or not he must inform the Rabbis of it at once.
A R T I C L E 9.
D U T I E S OF T H E RABBIS 1 0
Section 1. Every Rabbi that is recognized by the Vaad Hakashris
under a salary is obliged to go once a week to the cattle and chicken
slaughter houses.
Sec. 2. No Rabbi can give Cabbala to a Slaughterer, whether he is
a Providence man or a stranger, without the consent of the Vaad
Hakashris. If the city needs a Slaughterer the Rabbis are not allowed
to hire one without the consent of the Vaad Hakashris. A Rabbi cannot
make any reductions to the wholesale butchers or order the Slaughterers
to which slaughter house they should go.
A R T I C L E 10.
D U T I E S OF T H E S L A U G H T E R E R S
Section 1. Every Slaughterer must take orders from the manager of
the Vaad Hakashris to where they shall go to work.
Sec. 2. Every Slaughterer must be in the slaughter house from 9 A. M.
to 6 P. M. when necessary.
Sec. 3. Every Slaughterer must observe the constitution of this city
of 2 Slaughterers. If the Slaughterer does not have a second Slaughterer
with him he must go to the next slaughter house to show his Kosher
Slaughter Knife (inspected by the Rabbi) to the second Slaughterer;
and if there is no other Slaughterer within reach he must call a Rabbi
to inspect his Kosher Slaughter Knife. 11
1 0 T o give Kabbala
to a Shochet meant authorizing a new man to function in addition to those Shochtim already engaged by the Vaad Hakashruth. By this means the
earnings of the Shochtim were protected, and the integrity of the Rabbis was assured.
T h e Vaad Hakashruth is the only authority for hiring Shochtim.

" T h i s section concerns the rule established long ago of showing the Halof, i.e. the
knife with which a Shochet slaughters cattle or fowl, to some other Shochet or to a
Rabbi. T h e Halof must be smooth and sharp so that death occurs instantly. T h e
cutting edge of the Halof is put to the highest test, by passing the edge up and
down on the finger nail. At the discovery of the slightest defect, a Pegam, the Halof
is further sharpened on the "smooth stone" until the Pegam is obliterated. A
Shochet was judged not only by his learning but also by his skill in "presenting a
Halof".
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Sec. 4. Any Slaughterer whether he is a cattle Slaughterer or a
chicken Slaughterer, when he works at chickens must work Wednesdays
until 8 P. M., Thursdays until 10 P. M., and before a holiday until 12
midnight when necessary.12
Sec. 5. Every Slaughterer is obliged to keep a daily record of the
amount of cows, calves and chickens slaughtered and the record must
be brought to the Secretary every day.
Sec. 6. Any Slaughterer that works in the cattle slaughter house is
not allowed to slaughter for sets13 or make any reductions on calves and
everything that he slaughters is found Kosher he must give a record of
it to the Secretary.
Sec. 7. If the Vaad Hakashris discovers that a Slaughterer does not
obey the rules of the constitution he is fined one week's salary for the
first time and for the second time he loses his privilege.
Sec. 8. Every cattle Slaughterer must be in the slaughter house,
Fridays, winter time until 1 P. M., summer time until 3 P. M. when
necessary.
Sec. 9. If a Slaughterer has an accident when working at the slaughter house or any other place while working for the Vaad Hakashris,
the Vaad Hakashris will not be responsible.
Sec. 10. If a Slaughterer gets sick he is entitled to 1 full week's
salary and half of his salary for 4 weeks in one whole year.
Sec. 11. No Slaughterer is allowed to sell his privilege without the
consent of the Vaad Hakashris.14
Sec. 12. If a Slaughterer works 6 years for the Vaad Hakashris and
the Rabbis then discover that he is not eligible to be a Slaughterer any
more, the Vaad Hakashris will give that Slaughterer no more than
i2ln the Yiddish text there are two letters after cattle: G and D, G for Gasoth
and D for Dakoth. These stand for the words "large" cattle such as cows, and "small"
animals such as sheep. A Shochet of Gasoth and Dakoth usually did not slaughter
fowl.
" T h a t is, they were not permitted to reduce their rates when cattle were not used
as Kosher meat. Only lungs, liver, and tongue were sold.
i-CThis section deals with the unwritten law of Hazoko. By this law the Shochet
who has held his position for a certain number of years can pass on his title to his sons,
or if he has no sons he is entitled to sell it to someone else. But he has to do so with
the consent of the Vaad Hakashruth.
Hazoko was given to a Shochet after six years of
service.

Vaad Hakashruth

of Providence,

R. I.

A.bl

$500.00 and he is obliged to sign a contract that he can never again
be a Slaughterer in the State of Rhode Island.
Sec. 13. When a Slaughterer buys a privilege with the consent of the
Vaad Hakashris and he gets sick or has an accident and through that
the Rabbis discover that he is not eligible to be a Slaughterer any more,
the Slaughterer is entitled to receive no more than $300.00 if the accident happened within 6 years after buying the privilege. After 6 years
he is entitled to no more than $500.00 and must sign a contract that
he can never again be a Slaughterer in the State of Rhode Island.
Sec. 14. When a Slaughterer comes to the slaughter house and the
wholesaler does not give him any work for 2 hours the Slaughterer must
inform the Secretary of this and ask him to show him another place
where he could go to work.
Sec. 15. No Slaughterer is allowed to make any reductions to the
wholesalers on cattle or chickens without the consent of the Vaad
Hakashris.
Sec. 16. If a Slaughterer wants to leave town he must inform the
Vaad Hakashris of it and if the manager tells him that he cannot leave
and the Slaughterer does not obey and leaves the city he is not entitled
to any salary for that week.
Sec. 17. Any Slaughterer that works for the Vaad Hakashris under
a salary is not allowed to slaughter any cattle or chickens outside of
Providence without the consent of the Vaad Hakashris.
Sec. 18. When a Rabbi comes to the Slaughter House to fulfill his
duties and asks the Slaughterer to show him his Kosher Slaughter Knife
for examination and the Slaughterer objects to obey and the Rabbi
reports it to the Vaad Hakashris, the Slaughterer will be fined with a
weeks salary for the first time, and for the second time he will be suspended as Slaughterer from the city of Providence.
Sec. 19. Any Rabbi that is recognized by the Vaad Hakashris under
a salary as a representative of one of the Orthodox Synagogues of Providence, and for a reason he is leaving his position, he is then automatically
suspended from the salary list and representative of the Vaad Hakashris.
Sec. 20. Any Rabbi that neglects his duty to go to the slaughter
house to inspect the slaughtering for 4 weeks in succession loses the privilege of receiving a weekly salary from the Vaad Hakashris.
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A R T I C L E 11.
D U T I E S OF T H E WHOLESALERS 1 5
Section 1. Every wholesaler must respect the Rabbis, Slaughterers,
and the Vaad Hakashris.
Sec. 2. Every wholesaler is obliged to inform the Vaad Hakashris
that he needs Slaughterers, 2 days in advance.
Sec. 3. No wholesaler is allowed to slaughter pigs at the same time
that he is slaughtering Kosher cattle.
Sec. 4. When the Slaughterer comes to the slaughter house, the
wholesaler is obliged to give him work within 2 hours of his arrival.
Sec. 5. Every wholesaler must pay his bills to the Vaad Hakashris
weekly, and if the Rabbis prohibit a butcher to sell Kosher meat, the
wholesaler is not allowed to sell that butcher any Kosher meat.
Sec. 6. Every wholesaler must observe the rules and By-Laws of the
Vaad Hakashris and must pay the price that the Vaad Hakashris will
affix for slaughtering cattle and chickens.
Sec. 7. Every wholesaler, whether be observes Sabbath or not is not
allowed to wash the meat himself, and when the Inspector comes to the
slaughter house, the wholesaler is obliged to show him the meat and
have him wash it.
A R T I C L E 12.
Section 1. Every butcher is obliged to keep his store clean and at
any time that the Inspector comes to his store to inspect the meat, the
butcher must let him in to the ice box and to all other places where
Kosher meat is kept.
Sec. 2. Every butcher is obliged to inspect all the meat he receives
from the wholesaler and see that it is stamped by 2 Slaughterers.
Sec. 3. Every butcher must buy meat from out of town only from
such places where there are 2 Slaughterers signed.
Sec. 4. Any butcher that buys meat out of town is obliged to pay
the Vaad Hakashris $1.00 for every quarter cow meat, 50c for every calf
or lamb, and lc per pound for ribs and breasts.
1 5 This section deals with the duties and responsibilities of the wholesale and retail
butcher. They were to respect the rules of the Vaad Hakashruth.
They were to keep
their shops clean. They were to allow the Inspector, the Mashgiach, to enter at all
times the room where the meat was kept in ice boxes. They were to pay their
bills every week. T h e livelihood of the Rabbis and the Shochtim and the Mashgichim
depended on it.
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Sec. 5. No butcher is allowed to keep his windows covered on Saturdays and Holidays, and to open his store on Saturday night or Holiday
night before the street lights are lit.
Sec. 6. Any butcher that slaughters chickens must pay his slaughter
bills every week.
Sec. 7. If a Providence man or an out-of-town man wants to become
a butcher in the city of Providence he must first appeal to the Vaad
Hakashris, then be examined by the Rabbis if he is capable to be a
butcher and is obliged to get a card from the Vaad Hakashris with the
supervision of the Rabbis and the Vaad Hakashris.
A R T I C L E 13.
D U T I E S OF T H E DELICATESSEN S T O R E
Section 1. Every delicatessen store must be kept clean and at any
time that the Inspector wishes to come in and inspect the meats they
must let him in to the ice box and to all other places where meats and
sausage are kept.
Sec. 2. If the Inspector finds meat in a delicatessen store without a
tag stamped Kosher, he must ask the owner to put it aside and report
same to the Rabbis.
Sec. 3. Every piece of meat must have a tag stamped Kosher. T h e
storekeeper must start cutting the meat or sausage from the opposite
side of the tag stamped Kosher.
A R T I C L E 14.
Section 1. T h e 2 delegates that are sent to the Vaad Hakashris from
every Orthodox Synagogue as their representatives cannot consist of
wholesale butchers, retail butchers, chicken dealers, and Slaughterers.
A R T I C L E 15.
Section 1. T h e Vaad Hakashris will not recognize any Slaughterer
if he is recognized by a Synagogue in the city of Providence without the
consent of the Vaad Hakashris and the 4 Rabbis.
Sec. 2. The Vaad Hakashris will not recognize any Rabbi from any
Synagogue in the city of Providence under a salary, except the 4 Rabbis
that have already been recognized by the Vaad Hakashris under a salary.
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A R T I C L E 16.16
Section 1. If an Officer or Director of the Vaad Hakashris suggests
an Amendment to the Constitution, he must first bring in a written
request that must be read 3 times, then if it is accepted by a majority
vote, the Amendment becomes a Law.
The following list of officers and the Committee on Constitution
were contained in the Yiddish, but not in the English version:
OFFICERS OF T H E VAAD HAKASHRUTH
Shmaryohu Shoe, President
Aaron Leach (Licht), Vice President
Moshe Flink, Treasurer
Sam Michelson, Chairman of Finances
C O M M I T T E E ON C O N S T I T U T I O N
Getzel Zaidman
Yoseph Gertz
Banny Mendel
Nosen Gelman
*

*

*

In the list of chartered organizations compiled by David C. Adelman
the following names are given as appearing as incorporators on the
charter issued on May 5, 1920: Jacob Conn, Bernard Goldstein, Benjamin Hyman, Barnett Bander, Abraham Bazar, and Getzel Zaidman
(R. I, Jewish Historical Notes 2:78, June 1956). According to the charter
the purpose of the organization was "For literary advancement of the
members and the study of religious tenets of the Hebrew faith" —
somewhat unrevealing! An earlier organization was chartered on May 8,
1916 " T o aid and assist in the enforcement of the pure food laws, education, charity, and benevolence" (Ibid. 2:70).
T H E VAAD HAKASHRUTH TODAY
The Vaad Hakashruth still exists as of this writing in 1973, much as
it did at the time of its founding in 1920. Only Orthodox Rabbis are
allowed to administer the affairs of the Vaad. There are presently no
Shochtim in Providence, because no Kosher meat is slaughtered in the
city. A small allocation by the Jewish Federation of Rhode Island
provides for the budget of the Vaad Hakashruth. T h e Kosher butchers
still sell meat under the supervision of the Vaad and pay for the upkeep
of the organization.
" T h i s is a strange law. They must have had good reason to include it in the
Constitution of the Vaad. An amendment to the Constitution had to be read three
times before the president could submit it to a vote.

SIDNEY

S. G O L D S T E I N ,
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(1902-1962)

b y T E R R Y GOLDSTEIN AND B E R Y L SEGAL

In a "Vignette" written for the Harrington House News, a publication
of the staff of the Rhode Island Medical Center, an unknown author
had this to say about Sidney S. Goldstein soon after his death:
"He once said that 'people (living) after, never remember well those
(who lived) before, unless they were awfully bad or raised enough
public ruckus to attach something to their public personality.'
"Sidney Goldstein would never 'raise a ruckus'. His personality was
too quiet for that. And certainly he never sought the public stage
other than to remark on the needs of the sick and those who cared for
them.
"This man had some strong dislikes. He disliked the person who was
loud and insulting. He disliked the comfortable family member who
would visit his patient-relative for 10 minutes once a year. . . . But most
of all he disliked being short. He felt it was almost un-American to be
an executive and not be six feet tall. . . ."
Yet this "short", quiet, self-effacing man attained a position of eminence in the Rhode Island State Mental Institutions and in Mental
Health circles outside of the state.
Doctor Max Fershtman, who worked with Sidney Goldstein and was
a personal friend, writes:
"Soon after Doctor Sidney Goldstein died a committee was formed
with the idea of creating a lasting memorial for him. In view of his
interest in Religion and Mental Health and his being the first president
of the Rhode Island Chapter of the Academy of Religion and Mental
Health the committee decided to erect a Jewish Chapel in his honor
at the Rhode Island Medical Center."
T h e committee consisted of Harry A. Schwartz, chairman; Doctor
Max Fershtman, seceretary; John L. Newman, treasurer; Rabbi Eli A.
Bohnen; Rabbi Charles M. Rubel; Mrs. Dorothy Cohn; Norman L.
Goldberg; and Edward P. Henry.
At the dedication ceremonies on October 11, 1964, the following were
the speakers: Rabbi Joel M. Zaiman, opening prayer; Augustine W.
T h e historical
portrayal of an
separate Jewish
Medical Center.

significance of this memoir lies not so much in its sympathetic
able and gentle physician as in its explaining the presence of a
Chapel at the Institute of Mental Health of the Rhode Island
Ed.

465

466

Rhode

Islatid Jewish

Historical

Notes

Riccio, Director Rhode Island Department of Social Welfare; John H.
Chafee, Governor of the State of Rhode Island; John E. Fogarty,
Congressman from Rhode Island; Rabbi Charles M. Rubel, closing
prayer; Mrs. Sidney S. Goldstein, uncovering the plaque at Hazard Hall;
and Harry A. Schwartz, kindling of Eternal Light.
Mrs. Sidney S. Goldstein has written a moving account of the life,
struggles, ambitions, ideals, successes, and failures of her late husband.
T h e account follows.
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES
On October 27, 1902 Sidney was born in the Ukraine, Russia. He was
the son of Aron and Mary Goldstein. Sidney's given name was Schulim
—his parents always called him Shura. Since my first meeting with
Sidney in 1940 he always used the name of Sidney S. (Shulim) Goldstein.
He was the oldest of three boys—William, an architect of Tucson,
Arizona, and Albert, an artist of East Greenwich, Rhode Island. (19061972).
As a boy in southwest Russia Sidney was an avid reader. He read
Dostoevski and any and all literature that he could obtain. At one time
he attended a school where part of the classes were in Romanian and
part in German. At age ten he entered the Commercial School of Eight
Classes at Moghilev-Podolsk; his studies covered 25 subjects or courses
—in seven he attained the equivalent of 100 per cent, in eleven 90 per
cent, and in seven 80 per cent. For conduct he received an "excellent."
During the First World War the city of Sidney's birth changed hands
forty-one times. He and his family emigrated to the United States in
1923, afer five years of living under the Communists. While residing
in Providence he worked at whatever jobs he could get, including working in jewelry shops and painting houses. He would write out words
he heard during these working hours, and in the evening he would look
up the definitions from a small pocket dictionary he carried with him
at all times. This aided him in learning the English language. He
entered the Rhode Island College of Pharmacy in 1925 and graduated
in 1928. He was a licensed pharmacist in New York State in 1930. He
took courses days in New York City, while he worked as a pharmacist
nights.
His desire was to enter medical school. He knew that his secondary
educational training in Russia fitted him better for a European university. A few months after he enrolled at the University of Heidelberg,
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Germany Hitler seized the government, and he was forced to flee almost
penniless to France. He entered the University of Strasbourg. His
ability to speak French was limited, and as a result he failed his first
year examinations. He went on to Switzerland where he was accepted
at the University of Geneva. In his last term he was the recipient of
a scroll and Swiss francs—an award donated annually by a Hindu
patron of the school. Money was short during these years at the university, and during the cold months he would line the inside of his
shoes with paper to keep his feet from touching the cold ground. His
brother, Albert, would send him American postage stamps to sell to
collectors. With the money he would buy a loaf of French bread and
a bottle of wine, his meal for a week. He received his medical degree
in 1937. Being a foreign medical school graduate made it almost impossible to get an internship in this country. After writing to over 150
hospitals he was accepted by St. Thomas Hospital in Akron, Ohio in
1938. In 1939 he was licensed to practice medicine in Rhode Island
and in Massachusetts. He was employed as a resident physician at the
Rhode Island State Infirmary for a year. From 1940-42 he was a
resident psychiatrist at the Rhode Island State Hospital.
T h e Dix Building was where the most disturbed female patients were
housed. T h e ladies were the forgotten "back ward" patients. They
stayed inside around the clock, getting their fresh air on the barred
porches or in a small enclosed yard where they couldn't see out and
no one saw in. These were the early days of "shock treatments." With
each treatment given by Sidney, his anxiety over the results showed up
in the form of a perspiration-soaked white shirt; but with every flicker
of improvement he lit up with a sense of satisfaction. He had the
patients taken out for walks up by the farm and by the dairy barn. A
recreational therapist came to Dix twice a week. Two basement rooms
were painted and were furnished with tables, chairs, and shelves. In
these rooms the ladies had the use of knitting and sewing needles,
materials, scissors, games, and whatever else could be obtained for their
use.
In the summer of 1942 Sidney was appointed assistant superintendent
of the Doctor Joseph H. Ladd School for the mentally retarded. He
made many changes at the institution. Patients from the Green Building (the hospital ward) were dressed in sun suits and sun bonnets and
taken out into the fresh air. Many had never been outside of the building from the time they were admitted. Other residents were allowed
to wear shorts for the first time. A canteen was set up, and residents
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were granted canteen privileges. More screening was done on the
"high-grade" residents; many were sent out into society. Although he
gained satisfaction from the work he did at the School, it was not the
work he wanted. During his three years there he had little time to
study, and only once did he have a full 24 hours for a day off. He had
one two weeks vacation, and even then he had to take time out to go
back to the School. It was war time and he had applied to the Army
for a commission before accepting this work. He was, however, turned
down as being "over age." For some reason he was "frozen" to his job
for the duration of the war.
From the fall of '45 to '51 Sidney engaged in the private practice of
psychiatry in Providence and was consultant at the Veterans Administration Mental Hygiene Clinic, the Ladd School, and the Children's
Center. He took graduate courses in neurology and psychiatry at New
York University, and was eventually certified as a specialist by the
American Board of Neurology and Psychiatry. Following Board certification he became director of the Neuropsychiatric Division of the
Charles V. Chapin Hospital in Providence. He held this position from
1952 to 1960.
When Sidney was asked by the Governor to become the Superintendent of the State Hospital, he took well over a month before accepting. He asked that a meeting be set by leading psychiarists in Rhode
Island to get their reaction to the Governor's appointment. All but
one who attended the meeting was in favor of Sidney's accepting this
responsibility. T h e one physician who was against stated that "No
foreigner should hold that job."
On March 15, 1960 Sidney accepted the responsibilities of Superintendent of the State Hospital for Mental Diseases. T h e State Hospital
for Mental Diseases at Howard is enormous in size. In 1960 there were
about 3,400 patients and 1,250 employees. There were 17 patients'
buildings and a total of 77 wards. T h e patients represented all degrees
of mental illness. His concern was for the patient and his care and
treatment. At that time a $23^ million rehabilitation was urged for
the physical plant at Howard involving a steam distribution system,
steam boiler plant, water system, electrical distribution system, electric
power plant, sewage and storm systems, sewage treatment plant, lighting system, and the ventilation and refrigeration facilities. All of
this was vitally needed, but there were no repairs that would directly
make the patients' living conditions any brighter. There was no money
to paint or to repair the holes in the streaked, dirty-looking walls, or
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to replace the overhead lights mounted in the high ceilings with wires
exposed. Sidney had a photographer in to take pictures of these conditions and had the photographs enlarged. They were presented at
the next meeting, when the state director of social welfare, the state
director of administration, and others were present. They were asked
how they would feel if their mothers, fathers, sisters, brothers, children,
aunts, uncles, nieces, nephews, or friends had to live under such conditions. Money was made available for repairs. He once asked a reporter
from the Providence Journal as they walked through the dim, brownpainted corridors in two closed wards, "Do you see where the patients
have kicked out the plaster here? It's no wonder. I'd like to kick it
myself."
Many at the institution were shocked when he introduced female
workers for the first time into the Pinel Building for the highly disturbed male patients, but it was soon demonstrated that the change
had helped the patients.
On June 30, 1961 Sidney won a $1,561 grant from the United States
Public Health Service to attend a special institute for administrators of
mental hospitals.
When the $270,000 laboratory was completed Sidney said, "I look
forward to the day when the University of Rhode Island, Brown University, and Providence College are able to join those here in a concerted and intensive research effort." Doctor Glidden L. Brooks of
Brown said that "a laboratory of that excellence does lend itself to
research." Sidney had often said that there was indeed much laboratory
research to be done in the field of mental illness. He was particularly
interested in schizophrenia.
Sidney not only showed an interest in what went on at the institution
from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m., but also made it a point to make ward rounds
every month to meet those employees who worked the "grave-yard
shift." He made corrections and suggestions when needed; he never
used praise sparingly. He tried to know all about the hospital and
never had any hesitation in discussing its shortcomings as well as the
improvements. He always said, " T h e public should know the good and
the bad."
During 1962 the State Infirmary and the State Hospital for Mental
Diseases were consolidated. It was now the new Medical Center General
Hospital. Sidney was to continue as Superintendent. The General
Hospital was to be a "step forward in improving patient care, eliminat-
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ing duplication of services, and opening the door of opportunity for
expansion and growth of medical, psychiatric and rehabilitation programs affecting not only the patients at the two institutions, but patients
in the entire welfare department." T h e director of Social Welfare,
Albert P. Russo said that this new approach will "at long last remove
the historic stigma attached to the State Institutions at Howard."
Soon after the consolidation of the two hospitals, the Rhode Island
Medical Center received a full three year accreditation from the Joint
Commission on Accreditation of Hospitals. The former State Infirmary
was not accredited. An appeal was made by Russo, and as a result a
new survey was made two months later. Sidney received a letter from
Doctor K. B. Babcock, the commission director in Chicago, who commended the hospital administration for "maintaining standards deserving of accreditation and for your constant effort to improve the
quality of patient care."
There were two new governors of the state (three in all) during the
time that Sidney was superintendent of the Hospital. The opposing
political party is usually ready to disparage conditions at the state institutions, but never once was this done by the political parties, the
unions, or the press.
There were only two occasions in Sidney's adult life when he had
been physically ill. In the fall of 1944 while at the Ladd School he
had suffered from herpes zoster. He took two days off only because
he was forced by his wife to stay in bed with a 102.6° temperature. He
would wrench with pain when he dressed to go out to answer calls.
During the summer of 1961 he had several laboratory tests performed.
He was ill and didn't know what was wrong. All tests were negative.
He stayed home five days. No one had to insist—he was too ill to leave
the house. His wife called in a doctor friend who took a blood test,
sent it to Washington, and received the report that he had a virus.
For two weeks he had his wife drive him to work. He was still ill
when he left the state to take his examinations for hospital administrator. He was certified by the American Psychiatric Association.
He loved to be active out of doors, and especially enjoyed sailing
and swimming. He went for a swim every day before going to work
from May to the middle of October. He did his "push-ups", and often
with his daughter straddled on his back. He enjoyed walking in the
snow, and the rain didn't stop him either. Time was precious, and he
made use of every minute; breakfast was served in front of the television
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so he could get the news on the "Today" show. Books were always
taken to the table when he was home for dinner—it was part of family
living. He gave every spare moment he had to his family. He took his
daughter out of school to make his vacation a family vacation. He
attended "Back-to-School" meetings and any school play in which his
daughter took part. When he was in private practice he took time out
to give complete physical examinations to forty girl scouts so they could
go swimming. He never complained when his wife took over the lower
floor (where he had his study) to use for Girl Scout activities. He enjoyed it when they had camp fires in the back yard by the water, camped
overnight, and then eighteen strong scurried around early in the morning cooking breakfast. He photographed everything his wife and daughter delighted in doing. He too delighted in even the simple part of life.
Sidney had worked from March of 1961 to December of 1962 before
he could have a vacation. He needed to have a change—his wife knew
he must have it—but for some reason he couldn't get any time off. In
December he and his family started to drive to Florida, but when they
were as far as New Jersey he was so exhausted that he and his daughter
went by air to New York and on to Florida. His wife went by car. It
was a quiet vacation. Sidney took the plane home.
Three weeks before Sidney's death he told his wife he had all the
symptoms of angina pectoris. He told her this only because she had
asked him what he was looking up in The Merck Manual. He had been
to three physicians and no one found anything wrong. He also told
his wife not to worry about it—he could go on for twenty or more
years with this condition. On Saturday, February 9, he said he felt
agitated and didn't understand why. Though his wife insisted he stay
home, he insisted that he must go in. He "had things that must be put
in order." It was the first time in 16 years that Sidney came home for
lunch on a work day. He was to go to a hospital in Woonsocket for a
meeting which was of prime importance to him. He started out, but
never made it to the meeting. He went to Jamestown, visited a friend
and asked for hot tea and then changed his request to whisky. Before
the whisky was taken to him he had suffered his first and fatal heart
attack.
From March 15, 1962 Sidney had worked without an assistant. On
the front page of The Evening Bulletin
(Providence) of, Tuesday,
April 23 it stated: "16 Jobs Open at Medical Center. . . . The position of
assistant superintendent, psychiatric has been vacant since February,
1960."
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It was a full year after Sidney's death that the Director of Social
Welfare was given a file left by Sidney. Sidney had told his wife that
he was keeping a file on all that he had to take from his immediate
superior. T h e director said that it "was absolutely shocking" that Sidney
was put under such tension.
T o carry out Sidney's duties at the Medical Center, according to the
Harrington House News (March-April 1963) : "John J . Pelosi, M.D.,
Assistant Director of Social Welfare in charge of Curative Services," had
"been assigned to the position of Acting Superintendent of the Rhode
Island Medical Center, effective February 18, 1963 . . . in addition to
his other duties."
"Because of the great number of patients, it has been arranged to
have the responsibility and the authority to coordinate all professional
matters shared by three Clinical Directors."
It was not so much the news that the Superintendent of the Rhode
Island Medical Center was no longer with us that was shocking. It
was the being that ceased to be—one who could reach out to the young
and old, the poor and wealthy, the healthy and ill, the happy and sad,
the mentally retarded, the mentally alert, the floor cleaners and the
Governor. And there was always a satisfying response.
Jack Thompson, reporter for The Evening Bulletin, told of how
Doctor Goldstein approached a girl in a closed ward who was staring
downward at nothing at all. "Good morning, I'm Dr. Goldstein. How
are you feeling today?" " T h e girl remains silent and does not stir.
Then Dr. Goldstein puts out his hand to her. Very timidly, she reaches
out and grasps the hand. A small smile comes and she looks up at him.
As he walks away, she continues to smile." Yes, Sidney was an administrator, an excellent one, but was indeed most happy when dealing
directly with the human being. Sidney surely left something of himself
with the thousands of people with whom he came in contact.
The March-April 1963 issue of Harrington House News was dedicated to the memory of Sidney. It contained the following:
A TRIBUTE
The untimely death of Sidney S. Goldstein, M.D., is a tragic
loss to his friends, associates, patients, the Medical Center and
to the State of Rhode Island.
His warm, spontaneous, friendly personality, his sympathetic
understanding attitude, his interest in people and their problems, his well-considered, helpful advice endeared him to all
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with whom he came in contact. He truly represented many
things to many people, but to all, the image of a devoted and
compassionate physician—a man .to whom one could always
feel free to seek advice and assistance.
Dr. Goldstein will long be remembered as the physicianpsychiatrist-administrator who rose from the Resident-Physician
of the former State Infirmary to Superintendent of the Rhode
Island Medical Center.
Contributions were given to the Sidney Goldstein Memorial Fund
at the Rhode Island Hospital to be used for the purpose of research
in the Department of Neurology and Psychiatry. The Sidney S. Goldstein Memorial Fund contributions were used also for the benefit of
patients at .the Medical Center.
FAMILY
Sidney was married on August 6, 1942 to the former Terry Connors
•of Cumberland, Rhode Island. In 1949 they were parents of a boy
(G. Bernard) who died in infancy. A daughter (Marsha) was born on
July 31, 1951. She is a graduate of the University of Rhode Island
(June, 1973) with a B.A. in Philosophy and also a graduate of Warwick
Academy of Beauty Culture (1972). She is now a private, first class in
the United States Army, where she will study to be an optical laboratory
specialist.
His parents died within five minutes of each other on July 4, 1954.
They had been living at his home for two months. His father was 81
and died of cancer. His mother, 79, died of a cerebral thrombosis.
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Recent acquisitions in the Library of the Rhode Island Jewish
Historical Association containing items of Rhode Island interest and
a listing of these items:
1. Winterthur
Portfolio 8. Edited by Ian M. G. Quinby. Published for T h e Henry
Francis du Pont Winterthur Museum by the University Press of Virginia, Charlottesville, 1973. Pp. 246.
Peter Harrison, the T o u r o Synagogue, and the W r e n City Church, by Nancy
Halverson Schless, 187-200. Wherein the author traces the influence on Harrison
of the Bevis Marks Synagogue in London and ultimately of the parish churches
of Wren.
2. American

Jewish

Historical

Quarterly

Vol. 62, No. 2, December 1972.

Cites Chiel, Arthur A.: "Ezra Stiles and the Polish R a b b i " in Studies in
Jewish Bibliography,
History, and Literature
in Honor of I. Edward Kiev. New
York: K T A V , 1971, pp. 83-89. An attempt further to identify Rabbi T o b i a h of
Poland, mentioned in Stile's diary.
3.

The Jews of New England
(Other Than Rhode Island) Prior to 1800. By Leon
Hiihner, A.M., L I . B. From the Publications of the American Jewish Historical
Society, No. 11, 1903. Pp. 22, 75-99. Reprinted by Cornwall Press, West Cornwall,
Conn., 1973. No. 143 of a limited edition of 1000 copies.
Roger Williams comments on the supposition that the great mortality among
the colonists in 1650 was supposed to be preparation for the calling of the Jews. 76.
Account of the naturalization of Aaron Lopez in Boston, Massachusetts,
described as " a native of Swansey (Swansea) in the County of Bristol, merchant,
Jew, formerly residing at Newport from 1752 to 1762 and at Swansey since."
Also references to accounts of his residence in Leicester, Massachusetts. 81-82, 84-85.

4. "This Great Triumvirate
of Patriots."
By Harry Barnard: T h e Inspiring Story
Behind Lorado Taft's Chicago Monument to George Washington, Robert Morris
and Haym Salomon. Follett Publishing Company, 1010 West Washington Blvd.,
Chicago, Illinois, 1971.
Reference to George Washington's letter to T h e Jewish Community of Newport in 1790 containing the phrases " t h e stock of A b r a h a m " and "to bigotry no
sanction." 52.
5.

The Mystery of lhe Rabbi's Lost Portrait, by Rabbi Arthur A. Chiel. Reprinted
from Judaism:
A Quarterly
Journal
of Jewish Life and Thought
22:482-489,
(No. 4) Fall 1973.
Tells the story of the portrait of Rabbi Carigal, commissioned by Aaron
Lopez and J a c o b Rodrigues Rivera for Rev. Ezra Stiles to be displayed at Yale
College, but now in private hands.
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T H E N I N E T E E N T H ANNUAL M E E T I N G OF T H E
RHODE ISLAND J E W I S H H I S T O R I C A L ASSOCIATION
The Nineteenth Annual Meeting of the Rhode Island Jewish Historical Association was held in the Library of the Rhode Island Historical
Society, 121 Hope Street, Providence on Sunday afternoon, May 20,
1973. Following the call to order of the meeting at 2:40 P.M. by the
President, Mr. Erwin Strasmich, the Annual Report was read by the
Secretary, Mrs. Seebert J . Goldowsky. She read a letter from Mr.
Bernard Wax, Executive Director of the American Jewish Historical
Society, expressing his regrets at being unable to attend today's meeting
because of the conflict with the national society's annual meeting in
Detroit this week-end. He complimented the Association on the quality
of the latest issue of the Notes. The president read the treasurer's report
and the budget for the coming year in the absence of Mrs. Louis I.
Sweet and Mr. Sweet respectively. Mr. Sweet projects a deficit of $500
in the budget.
Dr. Goldowsky responded to a comment from the floor on the high
cost of Volume 6, Number 2 of the Notes. He commended the artistic
and other abilities of the printer and emphasized the desire of the
Association's Executive Committee to maintain the high quality of the
Notes established from the inception of its publication. Dr. Goldowsky
noted the discovery here in the Rhode Island Historical Society Library
of heretofore unknown Lopez papers, which the Library has permitted
the Association to copy and publish. It is expected that the next issue
of the Notes will contain also the population study which researcher,
Miss Nehama Babin of the Brown University graduate department in
sociology, is in process of completing.
A motion was made by Mr. Melvin L. Zurier and seconded by Professor Marvin Pitterman to accept an amendment to the Constitution,
as recommended by the Executive Committee, providing for the appointment by the Executive Committee of honorary members to that body
from time to time. The motion was passed.
Mr. Zurier, Chairman of the Nominating Committee, presented the
following slate of officers for re-election: Erwin E. Strasmich, President;
Benton L. Rosen, Vice President; Mrs. Seebert J . Goldowsky, Secretary;
and Mrs. Louis I. Sweet, Treasurer. Since there were no counter-nominations, the motion was made by Mr. Zurier and seconded by Mr.
Samuel Kagan that the secretary cast one ballot for the entire slate, and
it was so voted.
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Mr. Strasmich introduced Mrs. Nancy Halverson Schless, architectural
historian, as the Third Annual David Charak Adelman Lecturer. Making
her appearance in lieu of last year when she had suffered a sudden illness, Mrs. Schless gave a scholarly talk on "English Ecclesiastical Architecture at Peter Harrison's Touro Synagogue". She used double screens
in her presentation in order to show slides comparing Touro Synagogue
with its English synagogue and church prototypes.
T h e meeting was adjourned at 4:00 P.M., after which tea and coffee
were served with Mesdames Strasmich, Bernard Segal, Zurier and
Goldowsky serving as hostesses.

E R R A T U M AND ADDENDUM
Rhode Island Jewish Historical Notes, volume 6, number 2, November
1972, pp. 305-306. A R T H U R J. LEVY. T h e date of his death should
have read November 17, 1972 instead of November 18, 1972.
On October 15, 1973 at the 44th annual meeting of the Jewish Family
and Children's Service, the first Arthur J . Levy Annual Oration was
presented by Doctor Stanley M. Aronson, Chief of the Department of
Pathology at The Miriam Hospital and Dean of Medical Affairs at Brown
University. T h e subject of the oration was "Ethical and Medical Issues
of a Screening Program."

NECROLOGY
M A N U E L H O R W I T Z , born in Brooklyn, New York on April 19, 1910,
the son of Herman and Bessie (Wenger) Horwitz.
A graduate of City College of New York and Long Island College
of Medicine, he came to Providence in 1941 as an associate of the
late Doctor Isaac Gerber. For more than thirty years, he was a
practicing radiologist in Rhode Island. He was on the staff of the
Charles V. Chapin Hospital, Butler Health Center, and the United
States Veterans Administration Hospital in Providence, and was
a consultant at T h e Miriam Hospital.
A lieutenant colonel in the Army in World War II, he was chief
radiologist at the 165th General Hospital in France. He was a
member and past vice president of Temple Beth-El, a member of
the Rhode Island Medical Society, the American Board of Radiology, and the New England Roentgen Ray Society. For many
years he participated actively in the Boy Scouts of America movement. Throughout his life he was a tennis enthusiast. His last
moments were spent on the tennis courts at Roger Williams Park
in Providence.
Died in Providence, October 1, 1973.
H E N R Y OELBAUM, born in Galicia, Poland, January 26, 1901, the
son of the late Israel and Gertrude (Weinreb) Oelbaum. Until
his retirement, he had been for forty-two years vice-president and
purchasing agent for Hasbro, Inc. A founder of the Providence
Hebrew Day School, he was a member of Congregation Shaare
Zedek, Sons of Abraham, Temple Emanu-El and its Men's Club,
the Providence and South Providence Hebrew Free Loan Associations, the Rhode Island Jewish Historical Association, B'Nai Brith,
and many other philanthropic organizations.
Died February 13, 1973.
MAX J . R I C H T E R , born in Austria, April 4, 1886, the son of Moses
and Beile (Neugeborne) Richter. A contractor since 1918, he was
the builder of houses on what is now known as Richter Street and
the Colonial Apartments on Benefit Street in Providence. He was
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one of the founders, past president, and recording secretary of the
Congregation Sons of Jacob in Providence. A board member of
Temple Emanu-El, he was one of the founders of the Hebrew Free
Loan Association, recording secretary of the First Odessa Independent Association, a founder of the United Moes Chitim Fund,
board member of the Chased Schel Amess Association, a founder
of the Vaad Hakashruth Association, and chairman of the building
fund for the Jewish Home for the Aged of Rhode Island.
Died March 23, 1973.
PHYLLIS SHOLOVITZ, born in Pawtucket, R. I., September 30, 1923,
daughter of the late Harry and Mae (Blazer) Norman. She was
a life member of the Sisterhood of Temple Emanu-El, and an associate member of Congregation B'Nai Israel Synagogue of Woonsocket,
R. I. She was a member of The Miriam Hospital Women's Association and the Brandeis University Association, and was a life member
and financial secretary of the National Council of Jewish Women.
Died in Providence, November 8, 1973.
IDA MARCIA SILVERMAN, born in Kovno, Russia (now Kaunas,
Lithuania), on October 31, 1882, the daughter of Louis and Mary
(Dember) Camelhor.
She was brought to the United States in 1883 at the age of eight
months and from New York to Providence at the age of 10 years,
where she attended public grade and high school. Her father,
though a peddler, was a Talmudic Scholar. She was the widow of
the late Archibald Silverman, whom she married in 1900. He was
a prominent jewelry manufacturer and a leader in civic and Jewish
communal affairs. The mother of two children at the age of 20, she
became deeply involved in community and social problems. She was
the founder of the Ladies Auxiliary of the Jewish Orphanage of
Rhode Island, of which she became president.
In her time she had been vice president of the Zionist Organization of America and vice president of the American Jewish Congress,
the only woman to hold those offices. She was Jewish Mother of the
year in 1951 and Rhode Island Mother of the Year in 1954. She had
been inducted into the Rhode Island Hall of Fame. She and her
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late husband were active in dozens of charities. In the course of
her activities she logged 600,000 miles by air. She had visited
what was to become the Jewish state 20 times prior to its founding.
In 1964 she was presented the "Silver Medal" as the woman who
had done most for the upbuilding of Israel. The honor was given
her by the Mizrachi Women's Organization of America. She was a
former vice president of the national Order of Hadassah, the women's Zionist organization. Three times she was nominated to be its
president but declined. In Israel she organized the Israel Synagogue
Building Fund and was its chairman. More than 80 synagogues
were erected in that country through her help.
She organized the Providence chapter of Hadassah in 1924 when
the possibility of a Jewish state seemed highly visionary. She was
elected to the national organization's executive board and in 1926
became a national vice president. Meanwhile, she had gone to
Palestine for the first time for the dedication of Hebrew University.
Three days before the Nazis invaded Poland in 1939 she was
lecturing there on behalf of Zionism. She fled in time. Two years
later found her traveling throughout South America, visiting every
important community on the continent. After that she toured
England, Scotland, and Ireland to raise money for the Palestine
Foundation Fund. World War II was raging and she needed special government permission for her trips.
She made one journey to England aboard a Portuguese freighter
through submarine-infested waters, reaching Lisbon and then flying
to the British Isles. There she assisted in the evacuation of Jewish
children from Europe to Palestine. In 1944 she visited Australia and
New Zealand, expounding the doctrine of a country for Jewish
refugees in still another part of the world. Over the years she spent
months at a time in Israel. She established a 70-acre mixed fruit
farm and became chairman of a water development company in
the Valley of Jezreel. In 1946 she was a founder and became a
member of the board of a company that built the Sharon Hotel in
Herzlia. A forest nearby, the Ida Silverman Forest, was named
in her honor.
During these years, she maintained an active interest in Rhode
Island affairs. In 1955 she organized and became president of the
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Friends of Butler Hospital, urging reopening of the then closed
institution later to become the Butler Health Center. She served as
chairman of the committee arranging the Rhode Island celebration
of the Jewish Tercentenary. She was chairman in 1957, of the fundraising appeal of the Rhode Island Association for Mental Health,
Inc. At one time she was active in the League of Women Voters of
Rhode Island. She also was the organizer and honorary president
of the League of Jewish Women's Organizations of Providence.
In the past few years she was frail, but until very recently had
been considered a dynamic speaker on behalf of numerous causes.
At her side most often was her husband, himself a vigorous
leader. She often expressed in public her feeling that without his
encouragement she never would have been able to accomplish so
much. She was the holder of honorary doctorates from the Rhode
Island College of Education and Bryant College. Upon leaving
her family to take up residence in Israel two years before her death,
she said, "I want to go home. I'm going to be buried there. I
couldn't die anywhere else."
She is survived by three sons, Irwin N. and Norman L., both of
Providence, and G. Leon of Sarasota, Fla., a daughter, Mrs. Arthur
Holzman of Chevy Chase, Md., and six grandchildren.
Died in Herzliya, Israel, November 1, 1973, the day after her
ninety-first birthday. She was interred in a cemetery at the Mount
of Olives outside Jerusalem.
HELEN TENENBAUM, born in Providence, Rhode Island September
24, 1906, the wife of Meyer Tenenbaum, daughter of Maurice and
Minnie (Burke) Nathanson. A lifelong resident of this city, she
was a member of Temple Beth-El and its Sisterhood and of The
Miriam Hospital Women's Association, and was active in the
former Refugee Settlement Service.
Died March 20, 1973.
H A R R I E T J. WINNERMAN, born in
November 7, 1905, daughter of the late
Winnerman. A bookkeeper since 1962
she was also secretary-treasurer of the
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