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Memorializing the Death of President William McKinley by assassi-
nation, September 14, 1901. (Courtesy of The Outlet Co.) 
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488 Rhode Island Jewish Historical. Notes 

The Outlet Co. store, occupying one-half of the first floor of the 
Hodges Building, as it appeared during the earliest years following its 
opening in 1894. (Courtesy of the Providence Public Library) 



T H E O U T L E T COMPANY STORY AND T H E SAMUELS 
BROTHERS 

b y ELEANOR F . HORVITZ 

"The Journal and Bulletin point blank refuse to print our advertise-
ments and give us no reason for doing so. If our ads were not truthful 
we would not blame them. If we attempted to fool the public, we 
would not blame them, but their intellect is so badly clogged that they 
cannot even invent an excuse, but then, what can you expect of a 
paper that does so many ridiculous stunts . . . This was part of an 
editorial in a newspaper called T H E O U T L E T BULLETIN, dated Novem-
ber 7-9, 1901. 

Joseph and Leon Samuels solved their advertising problem by pub-
lishing their own free newspaper, and a good newspaper it was, 
championing the rights of the underprivileged. This was only one of 
hundreds of problems which they confronted and successfully met. 
Theirs is a Horatio Alger story. 

Joseph Samuels was born in Washington, D.C. on June 7, 1868, the 
son of James and Caroline (Katzenberg) Samuels. He spent his child-
hood in his native city of Washington, where he attended the local 
public schools, proving himself to be an alert and earnest student.1 As 
a youth he accompanied his parents to their new home in Philadelphia, 
where he obtained his first business training. He remained in Phila-
delphia until 1891,* when (according to Bicknell) he came to Provi-
dence with his brother, Leon. It is recounted that "their success in 
Providence was instantaneous, having accomplished many achievements 
in the way of overcoming obstacles and the development of every oppor-
tunity which have marked the career of the Outlet Company Depart-
ment Store. The early days of their venture were difficult ones for the 
two young men whose progressive advent was resented by the mer-
chants already established in the city. They were both possessed of 
considerable experience in the line of business they intended to follow. 
They came with new ideas and enterprise that was remarkable and 
readily overcame the obstacles placed in their way by their adversaries."1 

Another source2 gave 1894 as the year the Samuels brothers came to 
Providence, likely a more accurate date. The latter author however 
describes their father as a "successful merchant" in the national capital 
and later in Philadelphia, a statement disputed by others. For example, 

• M o r e likely 1894. See below. 
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