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Touro Men
Host First
Chanukah
Party

Last Sunday, Chanukah came to the
Jewish Home for the Aged a little early as
members of Touro, New England’s largest
Jewish men's organization hosted their first
Chanukah party for members and residents
of the Home on Hillside Avenue in
Providence.

After assembling the nearly 200 guests in
the Home's Martin M. Chase Auditorium,
chairman of the event, Ken Tolchinsky,
helped by some 20 members, kicked off
the festivities and introduced Catskill
Mountains entertainer and Boston native,
Mel Simons for an hour of story-telling,
Yiddish singing and joke-telling. After
some sing-along help from the audience,
Simons couldn’t resist praising resident
Eleanor Taber, 90, on her beautiful voice
and after very little coaxing, brought her on
stage to sing a favorite song.

Afterwards, Touro members and
volunteers distributed Chanukah gifts to
the men and women of the Home and serv-
ed ice cream, cake and wine. Even the
Home's residents that were bedridden and
unable to join in the affair, had gifts
brought up to them by the men.

The Touro organization, which has a
membership totaling 900 men, has in the
past been involved in various other com-
munity events, and according to member
Charlie Cochem, felt that it was time they
helped to make the holidays for these
residents as happy a time as they could.

From the enthusiasm of the audience
during the affair, the men from Touro cer-
tainly helped this year’s Chanukah for
many of the residents, have a brighter
meaning.

—ROBIN PLINER

ISRAELI SECT LEADER DIES
JERUSALEM (JTA): Rabbi
Aharon Katzenellenbogen, the leader of
Jerusalem’s Neturei Karta anti-Zionist
zealot sect, died here Monday at the age of
85. Together with the late Rabbi Amram
Blau, Katzenellenbogen was a principal
founder of the sect, which forswears
allegiance to the Jewish State on the
grounds that it is wrong to set up a State
before the advent of the Messiah.
Katzenellenbogen reputedly never left his
beloved Jerusalem throughout his life.

Jewish Agency Plans Settlements
In West Bank For 16,000 Israelis

JERUSALEM — The Jewish Agency,
which oversees the development of
settlements in the occupied territories, has
drawn up a master plan for housing 16,000
Israeli families in 84 new villages on the
West Bank of the Jordan, and a further 11,-
000 families in existing outposts.

The project, which calls for a budget of
1,500 million pounds, is designed to be
completed within five years. It is no coin-
cidence that this is the same dcadline as that
set by the Camp David summit for ending
the transitional period of Palestinian
self rule in the West Bank and Gaza Strip.

Few, if any, of the 84 settlements will ever
be built; most of the 27,000 families will
stay on their own side of the old *“‘green
line” border. The Jewish Agency scheme is
another bid in the illusory auction of
Greater Israel. Over the 11 vears since the
six-day war, 39 settlements have been es-
tablished on The West Bank, of which 13
are still temporary.

On the most generous of counts, only 12,-
000 Israelis (individuals not families) have
chosen to make their homes in the 87
settlements in all the occupied territories—
the Golan Heights and Sinai as well as the
West Bank and Gaza. There is no crush of
pioneers begging to settle the liberated land
and many of those who are there already
haye had the spirit knocked out of them by
Camp David.

The only centres that have any chance of
attracting substantial numbers of new-
comers are those near enough to Jerusalem
to be dormitory satellites. Kirvat Arba, the
Jewish township outside Hebron, is
experiencing a minor boom.

But for all its impracticability, the Jewish
Agency blueprint is an attempt to solve a
real conundrum for Mr. Menachem Begin’s
Government. Having committed itself to
Arab autonomy as part of the price for
peace with Egypt, how can Israel prevent it
evolving into a Palestinian State? The keyv,
as Ministers perceive it, lies in the con-
solidation of a Jewish civilian presence
beyond the green line, connected to Israel
proper by a viable road network and ad-
ministrative structure.

The Defense Ministry is already busy lay-
ing the roads and a high level committee is
expected to deliver its first strategic
recommendations to the Israeli negotiators
within the next few days. According to
leaks in the Hebrew press, it will make three
main proposals:

Some 250,000 acres of State-owned land
in the West Bank should remain under
Israeli trusteeship, as it has been since King

GALILEE

} Nablus _

[+
."
11—
Karak

‘|It

Egypt

SINA]

Hussein was evicted in 1967. It would not
be put at the disposal of the self-governing
Arab council;

Israel should continue to control water
sources in the territories,

Municipal or regional councils should be
established for the Jewish settlements.
Israeli law would apply there.

If these recommendations were accepted,
thev would have the dual effect of
perpetuating Israeli colonisation and
limiting the scope of Arab independence. It
is hard to imagine that either President
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Anwar Sadat or anv local Palestinian
leader, however compliant, would discuss
such a package.

By retaining the State land and water
sources, Israel would keep the option of
expanding existing settlements and building
new ones. At the same time, it would make
it impossible for the Arabs to extend their
towns and villages. That in turn would
severelv restrict their capacity to absorb
thousands of West Bankers who fled across
the river in June 1967, not to mention
refugees who left in 1948.

Copyright World Over Magazine
Have you ever thought about why we
give and receive gelt on Chanukah. There
seems to be no mention of gift-giving in the
story of the Maccabees. So how did this

custom begin? A bit of historical Sleuthing

turns up some answers.

Chanukah has been celebrated for a very
Jong time. The main part of the holiday has
always been lighting candles for eight days.
Traditionally, when the candles were bur-
ning, no work was done. This was a time
when family and friends would gather
together to celebrate the holiday and relax
and enjoy each others’ company. Often dur-
ing this time, the story of the Maccabees
was told, and then both children and adults
would play games. Children would act out
the Chanukah story. The adults would
sometimes play a complicated game of
riddles. As you know, each Hebrew letter
has a number value. This is what made the

The Giving of ‘Gelt’

game so hard: the number value of the
letters in the answer to the riddle often had
to add up to 44. This is the same number of
candles lit during the eight days of the holi-
day.

During the Middle Ages in some com-
munities, other games began to be plaved;
among them, cards. At first, the rabbis were
opposed to this because the Talmud does
not approve of gambling. (In the Middle
Ages, people gambled when they played
cards.) The rabbis then decided, however,
that on a happy occasions and holidays,
such as weddings, the New Moon, Purim,
and Chanukah, card playing was permitted.
mitted.

Then card playing became more and
more popular. People even began making
up their own games and decks of cards. One
game involved using 31 picture cards of the
Canaanite kings whom the Israelites fought
against in Biblical times.

Soon, another game became very pop-

ular, especially in Germany and Poland.
This game was played often on Chanukah,
and it, too, included winning and losing.
The game was called “Dreidel’ the same
game we play today. The dreidel, of course,
is the four-sided top, with a Hebrew letter
on each side. The Gimmel means “‘take
all.”” The Heh stands for **half.”” The Nun
stands for *‘nothing” and the Shin means
“put in.” After the dreidel stops spinning,
whatever letter is on top tells the player
what to do. So, if the Shin is on top, you
put all your coins or chips in the pot: if you
are lucky enough to get a Gimmel, you take
all the coins in the pot.

“Dreidel” is the perfect game to play on
Chanukah because the Nun, Gimmel, Heh
and Shin start the words Nes Gadol Hayah
Sham. This means, ‘A great miracle
happened there.” The story of Chanukah
and the Maccabees is certainly filled with
miracles.

Is Age-Old Tradition

For a long time, only adults plaved cards
and *‘dreidel.” Finally in the 1700s, children
began to play. But they did not have any
coins! It's certainly less fun if you cannot
win or lose. To solve this problem, children
were given coins or “gelt” so they could
properly play “dreidel.”” The children, of
course, were delighted. From then on, they
expected a small amount of coins on
Chanukah.

In the 1700s, when children began receiv-
ing gelt, it also became a tradition to give
teachers bonus gifts on Chanukah to show
the dignity of the Torah and all its rewards.
Presents were also given to the poor and to
community workers. Brides and
bridegrooms began exchanging presents. So
Chanukah became a time for giftgiving.

We now have some idea of why we get
gelt and presents during Chanukah. The
reasons are all happy ones, just like the
holiday.



|

— THURSDAY, DECEMBER 21, 1978

Dear Susan,

Our large selection of personalized
napkins, matches and coasters
should help to make your New Year’s
Eve party that much more elegant.

ous |
Porsonalld V|

45 SEEKONK ST., PROV. 331-5304
ot WAYLAND SQ. BEHIND ALMACS

o INSIDE WOODS & PRETAT

i ALL RECORDS Reg. 6.98 NOW 4.99  [qmem.
,\@—“

Phone 831-1710
742 Hope Street
Providence, R.I.

For all your last minute Chanukah needs,
shop MELZER'S.

SPECIALS

CHAIM POTOK'S Latest Book “'Wanderings”
‘Reg. 17.95 NOW 13.99

-T-SHIRT with Hebrew Imprint
‘Reg. 6.00. NOW 3.00

FREE GIFT WRAPPING s

For Your Shopping Convenience we will be open
All Day Sun., Dec. 24.

OTEEK

Designer
Women's
Fashions

- o, - L2
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GIFT CERTIFICATES &
¢ STOCKING STUFFERS

# Christmas - New Year’s Decorations

Invitations - Giftwrat - Bows - Ribbons - Tags - Plates -§
¢ Cups - Napkins - Table Covers - Tableware - Glasses
Centerpieces, etc.

iNew Year’s Noise Makers, Hats, Decorationsj
and Party Supplies

Gifts o

Napkin Holders - Trays - Trivets

Novelty Items - Stationery, etc.

.
-

PARTY WAREHOUSE

334 East Ave., Pawtucket
Open Every Night Till 8
Mon.-Fri. - Thru New Year’s

Sat. - 9:30-4 | Jeanne Stein
SUN. 12-4 . 7126-2491

masier charge

(% »

BE AWARE of the events
in your community.
Subscribe to the Herald.

TRAVEL ALONG
WITH BOB OF
HOPE TRAVEL

HOPE provides
the BIG differ-
ence in travel.

® Integrity

* Dependebility
* Reputation

. mm

DISCOVER
BARBADOS

from Boston - Packoge in-

7 nights, accommedations at the
Mdin Beach Hotel. Daily breakfasts
and dinners. Taxes, ri., transfers, tennis
forotuities and more. Advance bool:m*
|necessary. Call for details.

‘Al ﬁmascq'wni dbl. occ.
FREEPORT

Visit the beautiful Bahamas - weekly
departures from Bosten, packoge in-
‘cludes RT air fare, tronsfers, 7 nites
accommodations: at the Princess
Tower Hotel, welcome cocktail party,
El Casine show, tennis, gratuities,
taxes and more

fom 9369
R btied) ol sy
Call
728-3600
for details

B

Pawtucket, Ri 02860

FINE FOODS & s
TED TAVERNIER °

r
‘GOURMET’S GALLERY _

In Spain, an omelet is called a
tortilla; in Mexico, tortilla de
huevo; in Italy, frittata; in
China, foo yung tan . . . It is
spelled omelette in France
and omelett in Germany, but
in anyv language it is a great
short-order dish . . . When
offered with a festive array of
tasty fillings, it is ideal for a
Sunday brunch or supper
party . . . Each guest - 6 to
12, if you're the sole chef,
many more if you have help -*
orders his favorite omelet,
choosing from an attractive
arrav of small bowls con-
taining such delectables as
sauteed chicken livers, diced
ham, grated cheese, creamed
chicken and many more . . .
Dine leisurely and delightful-
lv with a spectacular view of
the lake at SANDY’S
RESTAURANT, U.S. Rt. |.
We are very near Schaeffer
Stadium. Reservations
Honored. Call 699-7502. The
original *‘Chicken Family
Style™ is our specialty. We
also feature steak, veal,
seafood and roast beef
dinners. Senior Citizen
Specials Dailv. Luncheon
Tues.-Thurs. 11:30 AM-3
PM. Dinner Tues.-Sat. 5 PM-
10 PM, Fri. from 11:30 AM
to Closing. Sun. and major
holidavs from Noon. Also
visit our other location
BOCCE CLUB RESTAU-
RANT in Woonsocket.

Obituaries

MIRREL E. KAY

Funeral serivices for Mirrel E. Kay of
Regency East, 1 Jackson Walkway,
Providence, who died Wednesday,
December 13 at Massachusetts General
Hospital, were held Thursday, December
14 at the Mount Sinai Memorial Chapel.

The wife of Murray Kay, Mrs. Kay was a
member of Temple Emanu-El and a life
member of the Ladies Association of the
Jewish Home for the Aged.

Mrs. Kay was a lifelong resident of
Providence and she was born on July 18,
1907, a daughter of the late Samuel and
Mamie Resh.

Besides her husband, she is survived by a
daughter, Sheila M. Kay of Boston; a
son, Irwin M. Kay of Cranston; two sisters,
Anna Gorman of Cranston and Charlotte
Shubow of Sharon, Mass.; a brother, David
Resh of Providence, and two
grandchildren.

MAMIE C. SHORE

Funeral services for Mamie C. Shore, 85,
a resident-member of the Jewish Home for
the Aged, who died there Friday, Dec. 15,
were held Sundav, Dec. 17, at the Max
Sugarman Memorial Chapel.

Her first husband, Hyman Chucnin, died
in 1945, Max Shore, her second husband,
died in 1970.

From 1924 t01945, she was associated
with Mr. Chucnin in his business, the
former Sherman Manufacturing Co. She
owned the firm until ]964

She .was a member of the Miriam
Hospital, Women's Association, the
Pioneer Women and Temple Beth Israel.

Born in Lithuania on Jan. 30, 1893, she
was a daughter of the late Sunde] and Min-
na (Mendelowitz) Priest.

She leaves a son, Walter Chucnin of
Cranston; a sister, Mrs, Ida Sherman of
Miami Beach; three grandchildren and two
great-grandchildren.

LOIS COHEN
Funeral services for Lois Cohen, 49, of
the Wethersfield Commons Apartments,
231 Duxbury Court, Warwick, who died
Monday, Dec. 18 in a fire in her apartment,
were held Wednesday, Dec. 20 at the Max
Sugarman Memorial Chapel.
A Providence resident most of her life,
Mrs. Cohen had moved to Warwick two
months ago.

She was born in Providence on June 21,
1929, a daughter of Simon Shatkin of
Providence and the late Carrie (Garber)
Shatkin.

She was a member of Temple Emanu-El
and the Jewish Home for the Aged.

Besides her father, survivors include two
sons, Lon Cohen of Hull, Mass., and
Jonathan Cohen of Rehoboth, Mass.; a
daughter, Linda Feldman of Cranston; a
brother, Louis Shatkin of Providence; a
sister, Selma Kopelman of Newton Center,
Mass., and two grandchildren.
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OUR YOUNGER SET: Alisha Beth, 6, Alan Michael, 3'2, and Marc Jeffrey, 12, are the
children of Mr. and Mrs. David J. Mal, 50 Parkside Ave., Pawtucket.

Maternal grandparents are Mr. and Mrs. Louis Mello of Pawtucket, paternal grandmother
is Mrs. Abraham M. Mal of Pawtucket and their paternal great-grandmother is Mrs. Yetta

Cutler of Miami Beach, Fla.

In Memoriam
BENJAMIN HITTNER

1971 - 1978
BERNARD HITTNER
1975 - 1978

Deep in our hearts,
You are always there,
Loved, remem ered and sadly missed.

In Loving Memory
CHILDREN, GRANDCHILDREN
AND FAMILY

HoMEe oF TRADITIONAL
JEWISH SERVICES
For OvVER Six1Y YEARS

LEWIS J BOSLER, RE

331-8094
458 HOPE STREET
Cor. Hope & Doyle Ave

PROVIDENCE

467-7750

1924 ELMWOOD AVE. |
WARWICK

IN FLORIDA
(305) B61-9066

Hl

OUR YOUNGER SET: Jonathan Robert, 2%
years and Michael Leonard, 5% years, are
the sons of Mr. and Mrs. Benton Seltzer of
Holtsville, L.I., N.Y.

Maternal grandparents are Mr. and Mrs.
Oscar Levy of Cranston and their paternal
grandparents are Mr. and Mrs. Manvel
Seltzer of Providence,
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NORMAN-HUTT

Miss Marcia Helen Hutt,
daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Monroe Harvev Hutt of
8 Starbrook Drive,
Barrington, became the bride
of Mr. Richard Kevin Nor-
man, son of Mrs. Ruth Nor-
man of Barrington and Mr.
Clyde Norman, Jr. of
Tarrytown, N.Y., on Satur-
day, December 16 at the
Crestwood Country Club,
Rehoboth, Mass. Justice of
the Peace Marcia Silva of-
ficiated at the 7 p.m.
ceremony.

Given in marriage by her
father, the bride wore an em-
pire waisted gown of Qiana,
fashioned with a high
neckline, sheer yoke and
-long, slender sleeves. Also
featured was a back with a
ruffled capelet effect. The
gown was accented with lace
of silk venise and seed pearls.
The a-line skirt featured a
chapel length train. A waltz-
length mantilla accented with
silk venise lace was chosen
for the total look. She carried
three white orchids with a
cascade of ivy and a silk lily-
of-the-valleyv.

MARCIA HELEN HUTT

Mrs. Thomas Joseph
Pendergast Il1, sister of the
bride, was matron of honor.
Debra E. Hutt, sister of the
bride, was maid of honor.
Bridesmaids were Theresa M.
Delponte and Mrs. Robert
K. Norman.

Mr. David W. Pendergast
was best man and David
Dansereau, Richard Bliven
and Carter Berking were
ushers.

Following a trip to New
York, the couple will reside
in East Providence.
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DOROTHY ANN
WIENER

“Your Trare{ Agpnl” Inc.

You deserve more money for your newly
used clothing on consignment.

Up to 66% for you!
Up to 70% for fine furs!

THE RESALE SHOP

1630 MINERAL SPRING AVE., NO. PROV.

353-6690
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" Travel Gift
Certificates Available

S s

$499.00 Rd. Trip
WINTER SPECIALS

“Jot, transfers,

& 7 nights hotell
JAMAICA ..... $297.85 plus tax
RIO DE JANEIRO . .... $469.00
SANTO DOMINGO (Feb. 19-6nts.)

$319-429
-§ ST. MAARTEN .... $299.95-899

[ ROTRIN & SYDNBY |

?‘ REALTORS 4<

grffes=
; Y e

*INDUSTRIAL

AFRICA ................. $399
Above rates pp. dbl. occ. Departures.

*COMMERCLL hiow My

CLUB MED — NASSAU
PARADISE ISLAND — BAHAMAS
N : 3 meals daily, all sports activities

*RESIDENTIAL $599-765

CORRECTION

In “Our Younger Set, ” in last week’s
Herald, the paternal grandparents and
maternal great-grandparents of Heidi Son-
dra and Deborah Rachel Vilker were in-
correctly identified. Paternal grandparents
are Mr. and Mrs. Louis Vilker of Paw-
tucket and maternal great-grandparents are
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Honigblum of
Providence.

The Herald regrets the error.

ARRIVAL OF NEW CHILD

Mr. and Mrs. Richard R. Feinberg of 8
Leonard Road, Sharon, Mass., announce
the arrival of their first child and daughter,
Ilana Beth, born Nov. 26, 1978.

Maternal grandparents are Mr. and Mrs.
Nathan Jacobson of 181 Eighth Street,
Providence. Paternal grandmother is Mrs.
Harry Levine of Brookline, Mass.

Mrs. Feinberg was the former Beryl P.
Jacobson of Providence.

810 HOPE STREET
PROVIDENCE, R.1
TELEPHONE

Firm Affillate
Providence Board of
Reaitors

m (401) 521-3446 @
REALTOR : w

Individual Member icnel’

Soclety of Industrial
Realtors

plus membership fee

BARBADOS
PARADISE BEACH HOTEL
breakfast & dinner daily

$699-879

M ALLCHARTERS ALL CRUISES®¥
ALL AIRLINES _ ALL TRAVEL

Dosothy Ann

766 Hope St., Providence

Notices

CHANUKAH CELEBRATION

A Chanukah celebration and short
meeting will be held Mondayv, January 1, at
1:30 p.m. at the home of Mr. and Mrs.
Samuel - Cohen, chairman of the Labor
Zionist Alliance, Branch 41, at 700 Pontiac
Ave., Cranston.

Chanukah refreshments and goodies will
be served. RSVP before Dec. 26 to Samuel
Cohen, 781-7495.

Wishing all our members and their
families a healthy and happy New Year.

MALAVAH MALKA

Saturday, December 23, at 7 p.m.,
Congregation Shaare Zedek-Sons of
Abraham invites you to attend a Chanukah
Malavah Malka, 688 Broad Street,
Providence.

Cantor Charles Ross will entertain with
Chanukah and liturgicai songs. Food will
be served, admission is free.

For more information call 751-4936.

OFFICERS ELECTED
The Chased Schel Amess Association
(Lincoln Park Cemetery) held their annual
meeting, Sunday, Dec. 10 at Congregation
Mishkon Tfiloh, Providence. The following
officers were elected and installed by Rabbi
Lazar: Abraham Ponce, president; Jack
Mossberg and Max Kerzner,
vice presidents; Samuel Shindler, treasurer;
and Stanley Grebstein, financial secretary.
President-elect Ponce is a retired district
manager of the Metropolitan Life In-
surance Company. He was associated with
the company for 42 years prior to his
retirement. He is also president of the

Providence Fraternal Association.

CHANUKAH LUNCHEON

The Festival Committee for the State
Institutions held their annual Chanukah
luncheon at the Dr. Ladd Center,
December 10. Rabbi Saul Leeman of-
ficiated at the services. Lunch was served to
approximately 60 residents and attendants.
Mrs. Albert Cohen was chairman with
hostesses Mrs. Sigmund Abrams, Mrs. Ellis
Rosenthal, Mrs. Milton Silk and Mrs.
Louis Gladstone.

WARWICK SOCIAL SENIORS
The Social Seniors of Warwick will hold
their annual Chanukah party and
supperette Wednesday, December 27, at
Temple Beth Am. The dinner will begin at

6:45 p.m.

Irving Greenstein will perform the
lighting of the candles. Entertainment will
be provided by the JonRoe’s World of
Dance of Warwick.

GOLD CHAIN NO. 46

Hope Link No. 46 Order of the Golden
Chain will hold its annual paid-up
membership supper, Saturday, December .
23 at 6:30 p.m. at Doric Temple, 1237
Reservoir Ave., Cranston.

No suppers will be served without
previous reservations with Gertrude New-
man, Myrna Fine or Fay Portnoy. Spouses
or guests can pay at the door.

A short business meeting will be held in
the Link Room, immediately after the
supper, for members only. Master Masons
are always welcome. Call 725-2329 for in-
formation.

PROVIDENCE HADASSAH
The next meeting of the Providence
Hadassah Study Group will be held at the
home of Mrs. Maurice Shore at 10 a.m.,
Thursday, December 28. The address is 314
Rochambeau Avenue.
Mrs. Morris Silk will review the book,
“The Revolt” by Menachem Begin.
Mrs. Samuel Kouffman will express a
tribute to Golda Meir. All Hadassah
members are welcome to join the group.
For further information call Mrs. Archie
Finkelstein, 861-5754.

PIONEER WOMEN

The Pioneer Women of RI Club will hold
its regular meeting and a Chanukah
luncheonette Thursday, Dec. 28 at 12 noon
at the Jewish Community Center.

Chairperson of the affair is Mrs.
Abraham Grebstein and program chairper-
son of the day is Mrs. Diana Silk.

Wendyv Billig is the guest soloist at the af-
fair and will be accompanied by Sarah
Rosenthal.

Friends are invited.

COCKTAIL PARTY

The Mixers, the single adult club of the
Jewish Community Center will sponsor a
holiday cocktail party, Saturday, Dec. 23 at
8 p.m., at the home of Rob Heckman.

All single adults, 18 to 35, are invited to
attend. Dress will be semi-formal. Fees for
Center members with cards are $2, for non-
members $3. For more information and
directions, call Larry Winkler at 942-5152
or Judith Lantos at the Center at 861-8800.

272-6200

TUES-SAT.  3¢am3Ss L
11130 = 530 :lé

LUNCH:
DINNER ¢

® + 0 o @ = 9 o P «F 5P B *P

5:30 - {0:00

@ @ ~0 4

ARBORSTUM

6% WARRENAVE, EA. PROVIDENCE, R.1.

*Inovipuat
 Rerirement
Accounr

® CUT TAXES @ BUILD RETIREMENT SAVINGS FASTER!

% INTEREST
COMPOUNDED
DAILY YIELDS

® Minimum term 3 years ® Minimum balance $100

*Subject to Federsl regulations regarding withdrawals
All RA Accounts insured up to $100,000 by FEDERAL SAVINGS AND LOAN INSURANCE CORPORATION

sexit, 5 off route (95 east ¢

45%

C/de//éwez Savinas

and LOAN ASSOCIATION

- 781-8175
357 Reservoir Ave., PROVIDENCE

781-9174
878 Post Road, WARWICK
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'Editorial

Mideast Fallout
Amid all the news this past week concerning normalizing
relations with mainland China and the decision by the Arab

oil ministers to hike the price of imported oil, the United
States has, according to an editorial published this week in

~the Wall Street Journal, brought the Mideast peace

negotiations back to a stalemate. What’s more, says the
Journal, is that the Carter administration’s ‘‘erratic
behavior has considerably hurt this country’s ability to
meditate peace.”

Since the Fall of 1977, when the United States’ ad-
ministration pushed for an “all-at-once” settlement of the
issues, and then further complicated matters by allowing the
Soviets to become a party to the peace process, the Journal
however concedes the fact that President Carter did save the
situation by ‘“‘convening Camp David and again putting
some distance between the Israel-Egypt issues and the Mid-
dle East’s other vexing problems.”

Yet after that historic summit, *“predictable” pressures
really began. Egyptian President Sadat was facing heat from
his Arab allies and Israeli Prime Minister Begin was face-to-
face with his own political party members. It seems, as the
Journal is apt to say, that every time “Mr. Sadat kept up-
ping the ante on this issue (the matter of a close linkage plan
for the establishment of a Palestinian state), U.S.
negotiators kept following him along and providing him
with U.S. support.”

It became apparent, more and more, that Sadat was
presenting new demands; fixing a date for a Palestinian
state, a change in the Arab mutual-defense pacts (that
would allow Egypt to still go to war with Israel),.and that
“full diplomatic relations, with the actual exchange of am-
bassadors, wouldn’t have to be established until Palestinian
self-governance was in place,” and that these demands were
becoming more and more formidable — especially to the
United States.

But, says the Journal, ‘“‘each time the U.S. came up with a
‘compromise’ between our original position and the new
one that Mr. Suudt was laying out.” In essence, all these
new demands were, in one way or another, acceded to. In
fact, the United States went as far as saying “‘that Mr. Sadat
was reasonable in withholding ‘only’ his ambassador from
Israel until his new conditions were met. Yet, the Israelis
were not as apt to meet these new conditions, and in a
“striking show of petty vindictiveness” the President and
his Secretary of State publicly denounced them.

It was always clear to all the parties involved in these
negotiations, that attaining peace was not going to be an
easy task. Yet, for the United State$ to suddenly intercede
and demand new substantive concessions and expect the
Israelis to accommodate them, is a sign that perhaps the ad-
ministration has gone too far on their part. Says the Jour-
nal, *“‘unless there’s some sign soon of a change in the U.S.
attitude, maybe Egypt and Israel should pick up the ball
once more and hold a new Camp David without us.”

SUCCESSFUL

T

INVESTING

DAVID R. SARGENT

AN INVESTMENT HYBRID

Q: This seems like a good time to invest in
convertible issues. Do you agree? Would you
name a couple bonds and preferreds? P.S. In-
diana

A: Yes. This type of security provides
some resistance, though its fixed rate of in-
come, in market downtrends. Yet, when the
market turns and its underlying common
moves up in price, the convertible will
behave in like manner. Convertibles are
fixed-income securities, just as their
counterparts, bonds and preferreds, are.
But they possess a special privilege not
shared by their kind; they may be exchang-
ed at the holder's option for a specified
number of the common shares. Because the
hybrid issues usually provide a more
assured and higher return, they tend to
trade at a premium over the value of the
common shares for which they may be

swapped.

Two attractive preferred issues are
Beatrice Foods $4.38 preferred and TRW
$4.50 preferred. Beatrice is selling at a 3%
premium to yield 6.7%, versus 5.2% on the
common. TRW is selling at a 14% premium
over conversion value and yields close to
2% more than the 4,9% return on the com-
mon.

. . and the oil thought efficient for 24
hours, burned on for eight days . . . ergo
Chanukah! ;

The basis for the holiday is the miracle
. . . for lighting the menorah . . . pirsum

ha-nes . . . to acquaint all who view its
flickerings with an event that somehow
does not square with the rationalists’ eye.

We don’t put much stock in miracles, do
we? But we sure expect miracles don’t we?
We expect miracles from our kids ... we
grind away days that stretch into weeks that
stretch into years on the job . . . |

Rarely holding a serious conversation
until there's a call from the principal or
some emergency enters the picture and
suddenly we sit down to talk, realizing in
some pretty crucial areas, we're total
strangers!

What did vou expect, a miracle?

Time was never found to communicate
how vou felt about scruples or ethics or a
whole range of other subject matters . . .
like dare we bring it up to G-d.

We expect miracles from institutions . . .

You go to school, you get educated.

You go to shul, you get inspired.

You go to a hospital, you get treated.

When vou reach that stage, you enter a
home and you get what? Expecting
miracles?

From four walls your bloodstream qu'l
absorb depth of knowledge, profound faith,
a roval panacea or a warmth that in any
way is commensurate with a hand to hold.

We expect miracles from money . . .

It was over the air the other day . . .
money and influence can co-opt pretty near

FROM FRIDAY TO FRIDAY

A Week To Remember

By BERYL SEGAL

Three things happened the week of
December 19.

During that week, Menachem Begin went
to Oslo, Norway, to receive his half share of
the Nobel Prize for Peace. Also that week,
Isaac Bashevis Singer was in Sweden to get
his full prize for literature.

We must say that neither of these two
Nobel prizes made a great impression on
the world. There were a lot of raised
eyebrows and nothing more. But what did
impress the world was the death of a great
woman, who is called by admirer and an-
tagonist alike, the Mother of the State of
Israel.

The Nobel committee for peace must
have gone through a long search, all over
the globe, until it pounced on the Sadat-
Begin farce and decided to call it peace.
Begin accepted while Sadat did not attend
the ceremonies in person. We wonder which
of the two did the more appropriate thing?
Whatever the reasons for Sadat’s declining
to be there in person for the ceremonies, he
at least realized the absurdity of the situa-
tion. Does it have any meaning to sit side-
byv-side with Begin after a year since the
talks began, and the two sides still so far
apart? _

Qur grandchild, who is a graduate
student at the University of Jerusalem
wrote the other day of a joke that makes the
rounds in Israel:

Question: How come Begin got only half
of the peace prize?

Answer: Because he handed over only
half of Israel to Egypt.

As in all jokes, the situation here is
exaggerated. But it is indicative of the
feelings of Israel. Peace, Peace, but there is
no peace.

Now for the Nobel Prize for Literature.
In this case, too, they must have looked far
and wide and found no other candidate. He
certainly is no Saul Bellow, nor Pasternak
nor even Agnon, but he is nevertheless a
good storyteller. And the world craves for a
story to soothe its frayed nerves.

Most of the stories Singer wrote are
about demons and devils and witches. He
believes, so he savs, that the world is
inhabited by other unseen creatures. A dyb-
buk entering a girl and refusing to leave her.
A demon vanking out a peasant plowing his
field and leaving not a trace of him.
Children of Lilith plaving tricks on a house,
breaking windows, removing pictures from
the walls, knocking in the cellar and leading
a person round and round his house and
not finding the door until daybreak when

Editor’s Mailbox
Rl Rabbis’ Chanukah Message

anvthing.

Golda would have disputed it. Whenever
she happened to be in America, she
tabulated the progress of her relations, who
unlike her, were prosperous in the states. ‘I
don’t envy them,” she remarked. “I feel
sorry for them. They will never experience
my exhilaration in a-retz.”

Look at the menorah . . . realize what it
stands for but learn its real
proposition: we may live in a world of
miracles . . . but we should never expect
them.

Simhat Chanukah...a Chanukah of joy to
vou and vours.

RABBI GERALD B. ZELERMYER
President of
R.I. Board of Rabbis
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that someone disappears laughing.

When the writer is the master storyteller
as Singer is, his stories are fascinating. But
they are hardlv material for a Nobel Prize
in Literature.

Singer also writes about the Jewish un-

derworld in Warsaw. Thieves, pimps,
deceit, but also Robin Hoods for the poor
and underprivileged, who inhabit the teem-
ing courts of the city. Thev make up a good-
ly part of Singer’s writing about Warsaw,
and sex is also the main topic of his writing
about Jewish life in America.
- As told by an excellent storyteller like
Singer, they can occupy the mind of the
reader from the daily routine, prosaic and
uneventful, but are they hardly Nobel Prize
material?

But Singer also writes on a facet of life
among the Hasidim that cannot be
duplicated. About the people who came
daily to his father’s court, a Rabbi of
Krochmalna Street. Also about the
Hasidim who walked by foot to their
respective Rebbes, just to sit in the same
room with them and listen to their every
word, watch their every movement and to
come homeé and tell about them to other
Hasidim. These stories are no doubt pearls
in any literature.

And these stories, masterfully told by
[saac Bashevis Singer, won for him the
Nobel Prize in Literature.

Then in the same week came the news of
the death of Golda Meir, which
overshadowed the Nobel Prize winners. In
her lifetime, she was called **Mother of the
State of Israel™™ a title she bore with dignity
and responsibility. The world respected her
and the Jewish people came to bestow upon
her the prize of nobility, which is more
than an actual Nobel Prize can ever bestow
upon any person.

The newspapers, in writing about her,
called her “‘the most respected, beloved and
noblest personality of our generation.”

Her name will be inscribed in the history
of the Jews in golden letters and her
memory will always be a symbol of self-
sacrifice, devotion and love to the Jewish
people and all mankind.

**My only hope is that peace shall come
to my people in my lifetime,” she said to
Sadat when he came to Jerusalem. Her
prayer was not entirely granted to her. She
died in the middle of negotiations.

CALL UP SYSTEM TESTED

TEL AVIV (JTA): The army has an-
nounced that there will soon be a call up
exercise of several thousand reserve soldiers
in order to test the efficiency of a call up
system via radio, television and the press
and to train soldiers in this method. No
call up date was set in order to test the
svstem of a sudden announcement.
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For Listing Call 421-4111.

Candlelighting
Time
Friday, December 22, 1978
4:01 p-m.
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4:30 p.m.
Jewish Federation of Rhode m-nf, Executive Committee Meeting
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24, 1978
10:00 a.m.
Temple Emanu-El Men's Club, Minyenaires
10:30 p.m
South Providence Hebrew Free Loan Amveciation Board Meeting
1:00 p.m
ish C ity Center, wh Book Month Activities
Chanukoh Party

'!:OOJ;.m

Business & Professional Group of Madassah, Chanukah Meeting
3:00 p.m.

Temple Emanu-El, College Homecoming Pregram
7:00

H .m.
Congregatien Ahavath Shelem, Ehcnulmh Tolent Show
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 26, 1978
8:00 p.m
Providence Chapter of Mizrachi Women, Chanukah Party and
Maating
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 27, 1978
10:00 a.m
Temple Emanu-El Sisterhood, Board Meeting
7:30 p.m
Mabrew Frae Loon Asseciation of Providence, Board Mesting
8:00 pm
Tample Emanu-El Men's Club, Executive Board Maeeting
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 28, 1978
12:30 p.m
Ploneer Wormen Club One, Regular Meeting
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NY PBS TV Affiliate Airs Nazi Documentary

NEW YORK (JTA): WNET of New
York, the Public Broadcasting Service
(PBS) affiliate whose audience includes the
largest Jewish community in the world,
became last week the 146th PBS station to
carry *“California Reich,” a 58-minute
documentary on the psychology and life
stvles of some working class members of the
National Socialist White People’s Party in
four California communities. ,

_ A spokesperson for the national PBS of-
fice in Washington told the Jewish
Telegraphic Agency that 67 of the 270 PBS
stations carried the documentary on its
scheduled announced date of Oct. 22 at 8
p.m.; that 78 stations telecast it on a
delayed schedule after that date during Oc-
tober and November, and that 124 stations
have not shown it. But the spokesperson
said some of the 124 stations might still
carry the documentary.

She explained that each of the 270 af-
filiates was free to use or reject any
programs offered bv PBS and that while the
national PBS office eventually received
reports on which of its affiliates carried a
particular program offered through the
national office, they were not required to
report in advance what nationally-offered
programs thev planned to telecast.

A spokesman for WNET (Channel 13)
told the JTA earlv in October that *“out of
concern” for the “‘sensibilities” of Jewish
viewers, it would not show the documen-
tary on Oct. 22 because that date was part
of the Succot holiday but declined to say
when the documentary would be shown.

The spokesperson in the Washington

PBS office said that office had been in-
formed by stations showing the documen-
tary that there had been very few responses
in the form of telephone calls or telegrams,
either in praise or protest.

But in New York, according to a WNET
spokesman, the station received 110
telephone calls before the documentary was
shown at 10 p.m. and that 14 members of
the Zionist Organization of America
picketed the station’s offices in upper
Manhattan from 8:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.
when, he said, the pickets peacefully dis-
persed. The spokesman added that “‘we
have a very activist audience. We get lots of
calls on practically everything viewers like
or dislike.”

Robert Kotlowitz, vice-president and
director of programming for WNET, issued
a statement before the program went on the
air in which he said “it is precisely because
of the history of Nazism and the insidious
growth of certain forms of political expres-
sion in our time that we have decided to
broadcast this documentary.”

He added that the documentary “is not
propaganda, nor is it a defense of the sub-
ject. We strongly believe that it throws a
clear light on the ugly behavior of
American Nazis and that such light brings
understanding and the ability to resist sub-
versive movements.”

Albert Chernin, executive vice-chairman
of the National Jewish Community
Relations Advisory Council, in response to
a JTA request for comment, said the agency
had viewed the program *“long before it was
shown on WNET last night. We alerted our

Happy New Year
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102 Jewish community relations council
members as to its content. We also voiced
our concern to PBS which responded by ad-
ding an introduction and conclusion put-
ting the program into context” in reference
to the numbers and impact of the American
Nazis. “Therefore, we did not anticipate

any reaction to its showing last night and
we have not received any.”
SINGER INVITED
TEL AVIV (JTA): Nobel Laureate Isaac
Bashevis Singer is invited to attéend the
World Federation of Polish Jews
Conference in Israel in February,

Bring your partyto

our party.

Whether you're planning a party for two or a get-together for 20,
celebrate New Year's Eve in the Marriott Inn Ballroom or Restaurant.

We'll have Las Vegas show bands for entertainment plus dancing
until 2 a.m. A five-course dinner of Surf and Turf or juicy Prime
Rib. Open bar from 9 p.m. to 2 a.m. with champagne at
midnight ... plus a deluxe room for two. Of course,
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and ring in the new ... and a Recovery Station

(Coffee and Danish) at 2 a.m. in the lobby.

All this for $129.90 per couple. If you can only Q\!—’I_.—'F-z” =
enjoy New Year's Eve with us, it's $99.90 for two.

Both plans include tax and gratuity.

For the Early Bird, start celebrating Sat-

urday. Stay overnight Saturday and enjoy
Sunday Brunch. $39.90 for two. Tax and
gratuity not included.

Reservations required. Complete payment by

Dec. 28.
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Then the light of freedom
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One Word.
Then the sound of peace
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We pray for freedom and peace.
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Chanukah
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TEMPLE BETH SHALOM TRIBUTE: Rabbi Jake S. Rubenstein, spiritual leader of Temple Beth Shalom, Providence, was honored by the
Congregation at a Shomei Shalom reception in behalf of Israel’s economic development in the temple’s Rosenfeld Hall.

Principals at the tribute included, (standing left to right) Bernard C. Gladstone, president of Temple Beth Shalom; Arthur S. Robbins,
general chairman of the Rhode Island State of Israel Bond Committee; Rabbi Jake S. Rubenstein, Dr. Joseph Jay Fishbein, Israel Bond

chairman; and Irving Kaiser, Israel Bond honorary chairman.

Seated (left to right) Mrs. Sumner L. Woolf, grand hostess; Dr. Robert Young, grand host; Ira Friedman, chairman of the evening; Dr.

Bartholomew Schiavo, toastmaster; and guest speaker, Rabbi Isaac L. Swift.

LONG T

\
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14 Jewish Groups
Join In lllinois
For ERA Passage

CHICAGO (JTA): Fourteen Jewish
organizations have joined together to form
a coalition of Jewish organizations to work
for the passage of the Equal Rights
Amendment in Illinois. Manuel Silver,
executive director of the Chicago and
Midwest Region of the American Jewish
Congress, convened the group to give im-
petus to the effort in Illinois to get it passed.
[llinois is the onlv northern state in which
ERA has failed to pass the State House and
Senate.

The coalition includes the American
Jewish Committee, American Jewish
Congress, Anti-Defamation League of
B'nai B’rith, B’'nai B’rith Council of
Greater Chicago, B’nai B'rith Women,
Chicago Board of Rabbis, Emma Lazarus
Jewish Women's Clubs, Jewish Council on
Urban Affairs. Jewish Labor Committee,
Midwest Federation of Temple
Sisterhoods, National Council of Jewish
Women, Pioneer Women, Union of
American Hebrew Congregations, and
Women’s American ORT.

ARGENTINES MOURN MEIR
BUENOS AIRES (JTA): The Argentine
Zionist Organization and the Buenos Aires
Jewish community held a special meeting to
eulogize the late Golda Meir. The Israel
Embassy has opened a condolence book
and many non-Jews have signed it.
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Kissinger Hails Golda
For '67 War Victory

By Gil Sedan

JERUSALEM (JTA): “If it had not been
for Golda, Israel would not have come out
pfthe Yom Kippur War the way she did. If
it had not been for Golda, you would not
have overcome.”” Those words were spoken
by Henry Kissinger today, shortly after he
attended Golda Meir’s funeral. He spoke to
ls;acli reporters in his King David Hotel
suite here as a private citizen who, as the
U.S. Secretary of State five years ago, learn-
ed to know Premier Golda Meir better than
perhaps any other foreign diplomat.

“Usually when 1 dealt with foreign
pohcy I did not allow myself to be involved
emotionally,” Kissinger said. *‘With Golda
it was different. My wife used to say that
the arguments between Golda and myself
were among the most successful dramas she
had ever seen. Golda was a great leader,
beyond Israel’s boundaries. She was an
example in her own characteristics —
power, understanding and sentimentality.
She showed an extraordinary integration of
tremendous power and humaneness....She
united around her the State and one can say
that it was Golda who began the peace
process,” Kissinger said.

He noted that she alone had the power to
sign the separation of forces agreement with
Egyvpt two months after the Yom Kippur
War. “One should remember that the
agreement has worded for more than five
years and by -all signs it would hold even
longer. That was her achievement, but one
tends to forget it."”

He noted that she alone had the power to
sign the separation forces agreement with
Egypt two months after the Yom Kippur
War. “One should remember that the
agreement has worked for more than five
years and by all signs it would hold even
longer. That was her achievement, but one
tends to forget it.”

‘1 Wish I Had Known You’

Mrs. Lillian Carter, President
Carter’s mother, also had some
words about Golda when she met with
reporters in the King David Hotel dining
room today. Mrs. Carter, who headed the
American delegation to the funeral, told the
reporters that she had been scheduled to
dedicate a Jewish senior citizens home in
Los Angeles today. “But Jimmy called me
Saturday and said ‘mother, go to Golda
Meir’s funeral.””

She said that when she reminded her son
that she had other plans, he told her,
**‘Mother, vou are talking to the President.”

Mrs. Carter said she had planned to meet
Mrs. Meir for the first time this vear, poin-
ting out that they were of the same age —
80. She noted that Golada wanted no eu-
logies. “*Golda, this is no eulogy, it’s just me
telling you how much I wish I had known
you,” Mrs. Carter said.

Premier Menachem Begin, who returned
last night from Oslo where he received the
Nobel Peace Prize, issued a short statement
in tribute to the former Premier before the
funeral. He referred to her as “a great
daughter of the Jewish people.”

DIRECTOR NAMED: The Eli and Bessie
Cohen Foundation Camps announce the ap-
pointment of Stephen |. Thompson of
Lowell, Mass., as the director of Camp
Tevya, Brookline, New Hampshire.
Thompson received his B.A. and Ed.M.
degrees from Boston University and has
taken doctoral courses in curriculum plann-
ing. He also attended the Cantor’s Institute
of the Jewish Theological Seminary.
Thompson is a teacher in the Chelmsford
school system and serves as Cantor of Tem-
ple Beth El in Lowel, Mass. In addition, he
has been actively involved with the New
England Region United Synagogue Youth

Program.

Happy Hanukah

opd,

to our Jewish
FRIENDS
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Age-0Old Tradition Revived

~ Jewish Reformers Urge Convert Drive

The Jewish Reform movement in
America, in an historic decision, announced
plans this week to reverse the practice of
centuries and begin a drive to concert the
“unchurched” to Judaism.

iy pas®

The proposal came from Rabbi
Alexander M. Schindler, president of the
Union of American Hebrew Congregations
(UAHC), which represents 735 Reform
svnagogues with 1.2 million members. His

S
5Pepspy PR

Per the President’s Request
WE ARE CUTTING OUR PRICES!

SHOP EARLY FOR CHANUKAH
FOR THE GREATEST PERFUME SELECTION IN NEW ENGLAND

% [ THE PERFUNE

SHOP, LTD.

L4

Jode East

SAMPLE ALL BRANDS FREE

Most of The Fragrance HOUSES We Carry Listed Below

Colorwo 4711 Joon D’Albret
Givenchry Joon Desprez
Guertoin Jean Patoy
Bobmam Guy LoRoche Jovan
British Sterling Efizobeth Arden  Heleno Rubemstein Lavin
Cobochard Este Louder Hormes LeGalion
Caron Evyen Houbigant Lentheric

Ming Ricci St. Johns — West Indies

Poco Rabanne Shulton

Paola Cervontes. Ltd. Tuvoche

Prince Matchabelli  Victor of Mileno

:wili?on Weil Most of the
oy Worth e [ines

lowll. Gallet Yordley P;:n.r;‘:sl

Scandio Yves Saint Lowrent frogronces.

. Schiaparelli
OUR GUARANTEE — Everything We Soll ks Sold Wish A Money-Back Guarentes.

514 RESERVOIR AVE., CRANSTON-- 781-2970

Open Sun. & Every Day

(across from Midas Muffler)

WARWICK’S LARGEST CREDIT UNION

¢

BALANCE OF
*25 OR
MORE

DEPOSIT
ACCOUNTS

FROM DAY OF DEPOSIT TO DAY OF

WITHDRAWAL.
CREDITED

QUARTERLY

® MARCH 31
® JUNE 30
® SEPT. 30
® DEC. 31

WE'RE CELEBRATING OUR
30th ANMWVERSARY

HOURS:

MONDAY 9 AM. to 8 P.M.

TUESDAY thvu FRIDAY 9 A'M. to 6 P.M.
SATURDAYS 9 A M. to 12 NOON

Telephone
739-4600

plan was accepted by the Union’s board of
trustees, which unanimously adopted a
resolution *‘to bring the message of Judaism
to anv and all who wish to examine or em-
brace it.

*Judaism is not an exclusive club of born
Jews,” the Reform Jewish leaders declared.
““It is a universal faith with an ancient tradi-
tion that has deep resonance for people
alive today.”

Behind the proposal by Rabbi Schindler
lav two developments of profound impor-
tance on the American scene:

First, more Jews are marrying outside
their religion, more Jews are being divorced
and fewer Jewish children are being born
than at anv time in the history of the Jewish
community, resulting in what Rabbi
Schindler called *‘a serious threat to Jewish
survival.”

Second, more Americans are unaffiliated
with churches than ever before — an es-
timated 61 million men and women. And
many of them are falling prey to what Rab-
bi Schindler called “mystical cults which
literally enslave them.”

In a pointed reference to the horror of the
mass suicide of the People’s Temple in
Jonestown, Guyana, Rabbi Schindler
declared: **Judaism offers life, not death. It
teaches free will, not surrender to another
human being.”

In his address to the UAHC board of
trustees, Rabbi Schindler cited Judaism’s
“long history of proselytizing.” *“The no-
tion that Judaism was never a missionary
faith is wide of the truth,” he said. “That
may have been true for the last four cen-
turies but not for the 4,000 years before
that.”” He continued:

**Abraham was a convert and our tradi-
tion lauds his missionary zeal. Isaiah
enjoined us to be a ‘light unto the nations’
and insisted that God's house be a *house of
prayer for all peoples.” Ruth of Moab, a
heathen bv birth, became the ancestress of

King David.”

During the Maccabean period, Rabbi
Schindler said, “Jewish proselytizing activi-
tv reached its zenith. Schools for mis-
sionaries were established and by the begin-
ning of the Christian era they had succeed-
ed in converting 10 percent of the popula-
tion of the Roman Empire — roughly 4
million souls.”

After Christianity became the state
religion of the Holy Roman Empire, and
later when Islam conquered much of
Europe and the Middle East, Jews were for-
bidden to seek converts or to accept them,
the Reform leader told the board of
trustees. The death penalty was set for the
Gentile who became a Jew and for the Jew
who welcomed him. ““Many were actually
burned at the stake,” Schindler said. Still,
he noted, it was not until the 16th century
that Judaism abandoned all proselvtizing
efforts and the rabbis began their
systematic rejection of those who sought to
join the Jewish faith.

“But we live in America today,” Rabbi
Schindler declared. ‘““No repressive laws
restrain us. The fear of persecution no
longer inhibits us. Now there is no earthly
reason why we cannot reassert our ancient
vocation and open our arms wide to our
newcomers.”

Rabbi Schindler vowed to avoid a
program that resembled a “‘traveling
religious circus™ and urged his listeners to
take “‘affirmative action to champion the
Jewish faith” through a *‘dignified and
responsible approach™ that would include

information centers, study courses and
literature. ;

“In other words,” he said, *'I suggest that
we respond openly and positively to those
(God-seekers who voluntarily ask for our
knowledge. I do not suggest that we strive
to wean people from religions of their
choice with the boast that ours is the only
true and valid faith.”

Said Rabbi Schindler, **I want to reach a
different audience entirely — unchurched;
those reared in non-religious homes; those
who have become disillusioned with their
taught beliefs; those seekers after truth who
require a religion which tolerates, nay, en-
courages, all questions; and especially the
alienated and the rootless who need the
warmth and comfort of a people well-
known for its close family ties and of an an-
cient, nobic lincage.”

Rabbi Schindler’s recommendation —
and its overwhelming approval — came
following a report revealing these dis-
couraging demographics:

Between 1966 and 1972 — the years for
which the most complete data are available
— 31.7 percent of American Jews who
married did so with a non-Jewish partner.
The rate is higher today — no one knows
how much higher.

The jewish divorce rate now equals that
of the population at large: 38 percent of all
first marriages fail and 42 percent of all
second marriages also end in divorce.

The Jewish birthrate — about 1.4
children per family — is below the national
average of 1.7 and below the replacement
level. The most optimistic estimates in-
dicate that within the next century, the U.S.
Jewish population will plummet from an es-
timated 5.7 million to 3.5 million.

Commenting on these findings, Prof.
Leonard Fein of Brandeis University told
the Reform Jewish leaders in an address
opening the trustees meeting:

“The most common response of our
community to these statistics has been to
argue with those whose private decisions
appear to damage our prospects. Those
who intermarry or divorce or have too few
children we call thoughtless or dangerous.
We tell them that their expressions of per-
sonal preference have mighty and
malignant consequences for the rest of us.
Yet we raise the argument o