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Plitt and Pennington Win National Award 
Miriam R. Plitt, marketing director, and, on the right, Richard B. Pennington, president and 

CEO of Coventry Credit Union, accept the Dora Maxwell Social Responsibility Recognition 
Award from Credit Union National Chairperson Ray Burnett. The award is given to credit 
unions that have gone above and beyond in serving their ~ommunities. 

BJE to Hold Israel Trips Forum 
XlsraelTripsForumforhigh 

school students, sponsored 
by the Bureau of.Jewish 
Education ofRhodelsland' s 

Israel Committee, will be held 
on Jan. 8 at 7 p.m. at the Jewish 
Community Center of Rhode 
Island , 401 Elmgrove Ave. , 
Providence. · 

Past participants in Israel 
study/travel programs will be 
on hand to give first-hand ac
counts of their experiences. Trips 
represented will include Ramah 
fn Israel, United Synagogue 
Youth Israel, USY Israel/Poland 
Pilgrimage, B'nai B'rith Youth 
Organization, Young Judea, 
Eisendrath International Ex
change, Alexander Muss Hlgh 
School in Israel, as well as others. 

An explanation of the grants 
available to Rhode Island high 
schoolers traveling to Israel will 
be given. All Rhode Island stu
dents can receive incentive grants 
:from the Leonard I. Salrrianson 
Endowment Fund of the Jewish 
Federation of Rhode Island. 

Those students who apply for 
the Salmanson grants are re
quir<;>d to take an Israel test, 
scheduled for March 11 from 7 
to 8 p.m. at the BJE. 

In addition, students may ap
ply for the BJE' s Lillian and Sidney 
Ross or the JFRI's Graubart/ Irv
ing Scholarships, need-based 
grants. Deadline for the Ross and 
Graubart/Irving Scholarships is 
March 11 and for the Salmanson 
grants is April 1. Interviews for 

high _i;chool students will be on 
April 8. 

A community service project 
which is required of all grant re
cipients upon their return from 

· Israel will be discussed at the for
um. Students who receive grants 
must participate in two orienta
tion sessions, May 2 from 6 to 9 
p ."m. and May 6 from 6 to 9 p.m. 

All interested students and 
parents are invited to attend thi~ 
informative evening where de
tails a bout all of these programs 
will be given. Refreshments will 
be served. 

Call the BJEat331-0956ifyou 
plan to attend, or call Ru th Page 
at the BJE for further infonna
tion or -to register for the Israel 
Test on March 11 at 7 p.m. 

Reform, Conservative Win Large Allocations in Israel 
by Naomi Segal 

JERUSALEM (JTA) - Ad
vancing the cause of religious 
pluralism in Israel, the Religious 
Affairs Ministry will allocate 
some$160,000 tothe Reformand 
Conservative movements in the 
Jewish state. 

Secular organizations that 
deal with Jewish issues from a 
pluralistic perspective are also 
expected to receive funding. 

Israel's High Court of Justi ce 
previously ruled that the Re-· 
form and Conservative move
ments should receive fundin g 
from the Religious Affairs Min-
1qry for Torah ~tudics. 

But until now, only small 
amounts were disbursed in an 
informal matter. 

In New York, the move by 
the Religious Affairs Ministry 
was greeted by Rabbi Alexander 
Schindler, outgoing president 
of the Reform movement 's 
Union of American Hebrew 
Congrega tions. 

"I could not be more de
lighted ," he said . 

The annou ncement of the al
locations reported I y came in the 
wake of new funding criteria 
established by Religious Affairs 
Minister Shimon Shetrect, who 
has sought to eliminate inequi-

ties in funding for non-Ortho
dox institutions. 

The all?cations provoked 
criticism from Orthodox parties 
in Israel. 

Knesset member Avraham 
Ravitz, of the Orthodox Degel 
HaTorah Party, sa id Shetreet 
"did something that should not 
have been done, when he al
lowed the Reform movement to 
embezzle the public coffers." 

'The Refom, movement has lots 
of money ... and it is outrageous 
that it should swoop down on the 
meagerallowancesof the Religious 
Affairs Ministry," Ravitz said. 

(Continued on Page 2) 

Conservati,e Rabbi 
Lieber Plans Revised 
Torah Commentary 

by Natalie Weinstein 
Jewish Bulletin of 

Northern California 

SAN FRANCISCO (JT A) -
Rabbi Joseph Hertz's 60-year
old commentary on the Torah 
is so familiar to Conservative 
Jews that many refer to it sim
ply as the "Hertz Chumash." 

Conservativerabbisandjew
ish scholars, however, are ac
tively assembling a mix of voices 
for a new commentary that aims 
to tackle what today are consid
ered apologetics, sexism and 
homophobic views sprinkled 
throughout Hertz's work. 

Slated for publication in 
1998, the new book will likely 
replace the Hertz Chumash as 
the staridard at Saturday morn
ing services. 

The force behind the move is 
Rabbi David Lieber, who is the 
vice president of the Conserva
tive movement's international 
Rabbinical Assembly and who 
is expected to become president 
of the 1,500-member group in 
the spring. 

Lieber, the gen-

Although they will try to 
avoid apologetics, Lieber said 
the commentators would ac
knowledge centuries-old prob
lems created by command men ts 
such as: "Thou shalt not suffer a 
sorceress to live." 

In many ways, this publica
tion will differ noticeably from 
its predecessor, whose influence 
on the Conservative movement 
has been profound. 

Hertz was born in 1872 in 
Slovakia. · 

He became the first graduate 
of the Conservative move
ment'sJewishTheologicalSemi
nary in New York in 1894. 

He served as England's chief 
rabbi for more than three de
cades. 

He spent seven years writing 
his commentary on the Torah, 
finishing it in 1936. 

TempleBethAbrahaminOak
land, Calif., as most Conserva
tive congregations, continues to 
use it today. '1t's a testimony 
to this work that it has lasted 

as long as it 
has," said Rabbi 

eral editor of the 
new text, said, 
"Hertz's com
mentary has be
come obsolete." 

"The style is 
beautiful," he 
added. "It's very 
worthwhile. But 
it's simply dated." 

To compile this 
new commentary, 
Lieber has 
brought together 

The commentary also 
will reflect the views 

of Conservative 
leadership, which 
recognizes "the 

sanctity of the Torah" 
but not the literal 

authorship by q-d .. 

Mark ·Diamond 
of Temple Beth 
Abraham. · 

"Sixty years 
is pretty amaz
ing for a Jewish 
book.n Yet Dia
mond's congre
gants are look
ing for some
thing more to
day, Diamond 
said. Most are 

leading scholars, including Rab
bis Chaim Potok and Harold 
Kushner and univers~ty of 
Maryland Professor Adele Ber
lin, w horn Lieber called "one of 
the foremost women Bible 
scholars in the world." 

Four other Bible scholars are 
acting as consultants. 

About 30 scholars and rab
bis are writing short articles that 
will appear at the back of the 
book; topics includ·e revelation, 
G-d's covenant with Israel, an
cient criminal and civil law, and 
biblical ecology. 

The new interpretations will 
reflect advances in biblical schol
arship and archeological discov
eries during the second half of 
the 20th century, Lieber sa id. 

The com mentary also will 
reflect the views of Conserva
tive leadership, which recog
nizes "the sanctity of the To
ra h" but not the literal author
ship by G-d. 

university edu
cated and accept modem bibli
cal scholarship, which asserts 
that the Torah comprises vari
ous narratives woven together. 

Congregantsalso want bibli
cal critiques to take into account 
such factors as archaeology, his
tory, and literary and linguistic 
analysis. 

"Modem commentary needs 
to weigh all these factors ," Dia
mond said. 

Lieber, who became a rabbi 
in 1948 and served as Univer
sity of Judaism's president from 
1963 to 1993, has been suggest
ing since the 1960s that the Con
servative movement create a 
new commentary. 

Lieber pointed to the prob
lem of Hertz's tendency toward 
apologetics. 

Reacting to German biblical 
criticism of the time, which of
ten devalued the Hebrew Bible, 
Hertz tried to show that the To-

CContinued on rage 16) 



INSIDE THE OCEAN STATE 
Optometrists Launch 
Free Eye-Care PrQgram 

Amos House 
Celebrates 
Souper Bowl 

Centennial Scholarships 
Have Big Impact 

A program to provide free 
eye examinations to low
income, uninsured working 
Americans and thei r fami lies 
gets under, way this month in 
Rhode Island. Sponsored by the 
Rhode Island Optometric Asso
ciation · a nd the American 
Optometric Associa tion, VI
SION USA is a national pro
gram to help peopl~ w ho need 
eye care but have no means to 
obtain it. • 

To be eligible for care through 
VISION USA. one member of _ 
the fami ly mus t be employed, 
the fami ly must not be covered 
by government or private hea lth 
insurance, eye exams must not 
have been received in the past 
two years, and household in
come cannot exceed an estab
lished ievel based on household 
size. 

Hom Jan. 11 to 28, Amos 
Workers who believe they House wi ll ce lebrate the 1996 

may be eligible for benefits are 'Sou per Bowl: a two week-fund
encouraged to call the Provi- raising event fi lled with excite

·dence Salvation Army a t 421- ment a nd generosity . The 
0956 through Feb. 21 . Residents Sou per Bowl will raise fundsfor 
of South County, Aquidneck the socia l services Amos House 
Island and the Woonsocket area provides to people in need. 
may call RhodaKelly, executive The Sou per Bowl will kickoff 
director of the Rhode Is land at the Roger Williams Park Ca
Ootometric Association, toll- sino on Jan. 11. The festivities 
fr~e a t (800) 491-7550 to be will begin wi th a pre-event 
screened for eligibility. champagne_ hour from 5 to 6 

Each qua lified person will be _p.m., followed by a full recep
given an appOintmei:it between tion from 6 to 8 p.m. wi th food, 
tvlarch 4 to 9 fo r a private office fun and entertainment. 
visit with one of the participa t- Tickets for the champagne 
ing optometrists. VISION USA reception are $75 per _person 
patients a re provid ed eye- which includ es the kick-off 
glasses, if needed, for a $20 do- party. Individuals may alsopur
nation. More than 90 optom- · chase the $350 Gold B0wl _Spe
·etrists are donating approxi- cial which includes four tickets 
mately 700 eye exams, saving totliechampagne recephoi1and 
these patients nearly $100,000 kick-off party, as well as spon
in eye care and eyewear costs. soring two people unable to af-

ford tickets on their own. Admission Open House Tickets forthe kick-offparty 

I are $25 per person. All proceeds at Moses Brown Schoo will be used directly for Amos 
schooi's academic and co-cur- House's· yea r:round services 

The Moses Brown School ri.cular departments, including such as da ily meals, shelter and 
admission office will hold an thearts, athletics,computeredu- programs to help othersgetback 
open house for prospectivestu- cation, and college counseling, · on their feet. 
dents and their fami lies, Jan. 7, wi ll be sta tioned in the Sinclair Sou per Bowl events continue 
from 2 to 4 p.m. Room to answer questions about through Jan. 28. with individu-

Fac.u lty and administrators a lly sponsored house parties 
d their programs. and contrib.utions from restau-wili be on hand to provi e a · Established in 1784, Moses 

brief introduction to the school Brown is a n inde pe nd ent rants throughout the state. The 
d ·ts programs Student mu house parties provide an op-an 1 · - Quaker school serving more f b 11 sicians will provide entertain- than 770 s-tudents, nursery portunity to combine oot a , 

ment and student guides will , through grade 12_ _ 1 , . fun and ger,erosit):'- b . 
.offer tours of the campus. . Fpr more inform<1tion, call the The house parl,!es can e as 

Representa ti ves from the , , office of admission, 831_7350_ simple or elegant as the host 
would like and may be sched-

CCRI Offers Spring Courses ~~e: -~ ~:;-~~u~:re Bdo~\nrm~~~ 

Community Co llege of 
Rhode Island wi ll offer more 
than 300 credit and non-credit 
courses this spring at its cam
puses in Warwick, Lincoln and 
Providence and at off-campus, 
locations in East Providence, 

Midd le town, N ewport and raiser.Anyonewho is interested 
Westerly. Classes begin Jan. 22. 111 hooting a party 1s encouraged 

to call Amos House fo r addi
tiona l information a t 83J-9866. Walk-in registra tion is Jan. 

10 and 11 from 10 a.m. through 
7 p.m. and Jan. 12 from 10 a.m . 
to3p.m. 

Join thousands of readers 
who know what's going 
on in the Rhode Island 
Jewish Community ... 

Timely fean1re;, local and social 
events, editorials and business 
profiles highlight every issue ... 
you also get special holiday and 
seasonal issues. 

Don't miss a sin~le one! 

Subscribe to the 

Lazy Crazy 
Sundays 

Beginrµng pn Jan. 7 and run
ning through March, Books on 
the Square a t 471 Angell St. in 
Providence wi ll resume Lazy 
SundayStore Hours for children 
3 to 8 and their fami lies. 

The programs will be· held 
every Sunday from 2 to 3 p.m. at 
the s tore." 

All programs are free and 
open to the public. 

On Jan. 7, Judith Plotz wi ll · 
give children the chance to ac-

. tua lly use some of tho~e tempt
ing-looking toys a ttached to 
Klutz books: juggling balls, stop
watches, face paints, lanyards, 
magic tric)<s and others. . 

Program Already 
Bearing Fruit 

The two-year-old University 
of Rhode Isla nd Centennial 
Scholarship program is a great 
success. 

Si~ce 1994, URI has awarded 
989 of these scholarships and is 
currently reviewing applica
tions for early action decisions 
for prospective freshmen who 
would enter in 1996. 

First offered to the freshman 
class of 1994, the scholarships 
range from $1,D00 to full tuition 
for both in-state and out-of-state 
studenfs who attain a t least 1,100 
on the SATs and are ranked in 
the top third of their graduating 
classes. 

Each scholarship is renew
able oyer a 4-year period, pro
viding the recipient is .continu
ously enrolled and maintains a 
3:o grade point average. 

In addition to b!!ing respon
sible for a-·24-point increase in 
the overall S~holastic Aptitude 
Test score for incoming fresh

. men over the past two years, the 
scholarship program is stimu
lating a commitment to aca
demics at URI and among high 
school students who hope to win 
a scholarship . 

James Guarino, chairman of 
the guidance department at 
Wes terly High School, said 
Westerly always sends many 
young people to URI, but he 
said now t(,ey are working hard 
to get their applications in early 
so they have a chance for the 
Centennial Scholarship. 

"It's not just kids choosing 
URI as a safety net, but they are 
seeing it as their first or second 
choice, and these are the better 
students. They' re looking for the 
biggest bang for the buck and 
they're going to get it at URI:" 

The numbers tell much of the 
success story: 

Sixty-six percent of the fresh
men Centennia l Schola rs in 
1994-95 pos ted averages be
tween 3.0 and 4.0 out of a pos
sible 4.0 By contrast, 51 percent 
of all other freshmen posted an 
average between 2.0 and 2.99. 

Eighty-nine percent of the 
freshmen Centennial Scholars 
in 1994returned for their$opho
more year. By contrast, 75 per
cent of the entering class in 1993 
(the latest year avai lable) re
turned for their sophomore year. 

Over the ·past two years the 
Centennial Scholarship has in
creased the number of out-of
sta te students whq have ac
cepted URI's offer of admission. 
In 1994, the ou t-of-state enroll
ment increased by 234 sh.:dents, 
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who generated additional rev
enue of nearly $2 million. In 
1995, 162 addi tional out-of-state 
students generated additional 
revenue of about $1.75 million. 

David G. Taggart, dean of 
admissions and financial aid a t 
URI, said it's more than a story 
of numbers. "The Centennial 
Scholars have an academic vi
tality and an eagerness.to learn. 
The program has raised the level 
of expectations for all students 
in classrooms across tne cam-
pus." . 

Joseph Clifford, a guidance 
counselo r ·al Scituate High 
School, said it is a gre11t way for 
URI to get the word o·ut that it is 
a quality institutiop. "I would 

. think you are getting the qua-lity 
kids you might otherwise lose/' 
he said. "I understand the fi
nancial decisions kids face. I al
ways thought that merit should 
be rewarded. 

"It's awesome," said Veglia 
Mollo, chairw.oman of the guid
ance department at Warwick's 
Toll Gate High School. "The kids 
are very excited about it," not
ing that students have improved 
their grades just to be able to 
compete for the scholarships. 
She said they like the idea that 

. they don' t all have to be ·class 
valedictorians, but that as long 
as they are committed to aca
demic excellence and school in
volvement, they' ll have a chance 
For a scholarship. 

It's not just the students who 
are benefi"ting. · 

ormanCampbell, professor 
of pharmacy administration and 
also a student advisor a t URI's 

· University College,said the pro
gram keepssttidents focused. "I 
hear kids saying, ' I am really 
buckling down because I need 
to keep my grade point average 
up because I' ll lose my scholar
ship."' 

John Grandin, chairman of 
the department of languages 
and director of its Interna tional 
Engineering Program, has used 
the Centennial program to re
cruit top student~ fo r the en~i
neering program that results 111 
a combined degree in engineer-
ing and German. . 

Using donations from 111ter
national firms, the International 
Engineering Program promised 
the 22 freshmen who entered 
the program this year an addi
tional $500 each year if they 
maintain at least a 3.0 grade 
point average. . 

"We think the Centennia l 
Scholarship program is an ex
cellent one," Grandin said. "If 
you encourage people to -come 
here who are highly motivated 
and take the long view, they 
tend to elevate the whole a tmo-
sphere." 

Reform 
(Continued from Page 1) 

liowever, Knesset member 
Avner Shaki of the Na tiona l 
Religious Party, a forme_r minis
ter of the Religious Affairs M111-
istry, was more accepli ng of the 
decision . 

"Their way is not mine," he 
sa id of the Reform and Conser
vative movements. "But ii is a 
good deed lo leach every Jew 
the Torah." 



-~-------------------~~-------

A ll roads lead to the 
rnoviehouses before the new 
year gets back in full gear. 

You can drive s traight 
through with no traffic a t all, 
and the cinemas have plenty of 
room. It's like a western ghost 
town, though you do bump into 
your temple crowd looking for 
the same ticket to escape and 
entertainment. 

"Nixon" owes its zest more 
to Bob Richardson's cinematog
raphy than to Oliver Stone's 
directiop. 

I was never as taken with 
Anthony Bopkins: acting ~tyle 
as his many fans, except for his 
restrained performance in "Re
mains of the Day." He smiles 
and shrugs too much in 
"Nixon," and his cohorts look 
like Madame Tussaud wax fig
ures of the famous. 

But Richardson's camera 
work took my breath away. He 
swoops and tracks, blends and 
blurs, and interprets the inner 
life of our 37th president in a 
fun feat of visual imagination.· 

Le t me brag that Bob 
Richardson was my R.I.S.D. stu
dent and takes me to dinner 
when he's in Boston or Provi
dence. 

I watch his films with an eye 
to silent corni:rentary, not just a 
vulgar script. 

The portraits of Nixon's 
mother, played by Mary 
Steenburgen, and Kissinger, by 
Paul Sorvino,. merit comment. 
Mary takes charge of her scenes 
as her image merges with Joan 
Allen as Pa t in Richardson's 
collage of the women who scare 
Nixon and suffer with him. 

Nixon and the Jews? Not de
veloped much, but Henry K. 
comes across as an intelligent, 
" liberal" lonely figure squeezed 
between the biases of the right 
and the scorn of the left. 

Well, cameo characters con
tinue to steal the show from big 
superstars. 

In "Sabrina" the Hispanic 
maid, the morn and the secre
tary reach you more than the 
lovers. 

You can't help but recall the 

fra g ile appeal of Audrey 
Hepburn and the pa thos of Bill 
Holden as the younger brother. 
Billy Wilder brought his sar
donic Yiddish spirit to bear on 
the wistful romance. Ormond 
and Ford can' t quite connect the 
harsh '90s to the hopeful 'S0s, 
but they try, and you wish them 
well. 

"Kicking a nd Screaming" 
carries Elliott Gould p laying 
himself, a divorced father con
fiding his personal problems to 
his college son. 

It's a great role for him, but in 
the case of this youthful, low
budget film at the Avon, it's the 
script tha t works so well . It's 
genuinely funny ancl lively to 
hear a group of seniors worry 
about their forthcoming future. 

You' ll spot lots of Jewish 
names among the producers 
and performers, and the muted 
wit will win you over to the 
simply made, modest movie on 

Movies Great 
and Small 

by Mike Fink 
Herald Contributing 

Reporter 

a_ wee budget. It's a daffy de
sign with no heroics and no 
ugliness. 

Don' t miss Jonathan Pryce's 
interpretation of Lytton 
Strachey in "Carrington" if it 
stays around long enough to 
catch. 

Can you love a friend? asks 
the storyline. Pryce makes the 
bisexual wri ter delicate and 
fragi le but very appealing, hat
ted and enthroned, bearded but 
slightly fey. . 

It's not a kitsch job, but tenta
tive and touching, worth watch
ing in close-up. The deathscene 
mixes the real, the surreal, and 
the drama tic, not sad but sharp. 

Vacation moved right along, 
and my boy and I went off to a 
matinee of "Toy Story" at the 
Entertainment Complex. 

I roared with pleasure at the 
wild whimsy of this most el
egant piece of computer crafts
manship. It's sort of about com
petition among the clutter of 
toys a little boy crams into his 
bedroom, as they come to life 
like Hobbes in "Calvin" but 
when he's not around. 

What's odd though is that 
the real_ people are also toys, 
and the issue of what is real lifts 
the script into the realms of po
etry not just special effects. 

If you recall scenes from 
"Freaks" or "Pinocchio" it's not 
because, t~e movie_ is stealing 
ideas. It s iust p laymg delight
edly a game of dada. 

Once again, the little charac
ters add flavor and humane 
humor. "Toy Story" is a trea
sure of pleasure that boasts 
irony, not sentimentality. 

How strange it is that every 
season a kids' flick comes along 
that's more grown-up than the 
adult fare! 

Leave it to me to cover the 
waterfront of movies that make 
their way to our local screens. 
It's my role and I revel in iC 
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FEATURE 
From Mantel to Trunk Learn About 

the 
'Cake Lady' 

by Mike Fink 
Herald Contributing Reporter 
Some of us do New Year 

greeting cards, after the hub
bub of the holidays have gone .. 
We return messages from neigh
bors, co-workers, classmates, or 
friends who have moved away. 
You mail them with the latest 
stamps, you cut or tear them 
open and place them about. 

Your mantel gets littered 
withlastminutenotes,and then 
it's time to bind them up in 
bands to takeout a twelvemonth 
hence for the addresses. As you 
clear your board, you take stock 
and review the record of sea
sons slipped by. 

Some people fill you in on 
their activities with charm and 
in telling details. But then those 
braggiJ'lg, boasting, computer
ized letters if)trude into your 
parlor. Every year there's a c;ul
pri t that tops this obnoxious list. 
We got one printed on cloud
and-sky writing paper. A photo 
of two kids in MIT shirts posed 
m the cockpit of their private 
p lane is glued at the start. Some
body who represents the fami ly 
refers to everybody as "he" or 
"she," but never "I." Every sen
tence bears an exclamation point 
like a club.Mywif_eroared with 
laughter and I winced in slight 
pain at each phrase. 

"C's list of activities would 
lead you to conclude (correctly, 
H . thinks) that she hasbecomea 
pillarof thecornrnunity. Besides 
raising our children and pro
viding a wonderfully elegant 
hornelife for the fami ly, she is 
still co-President of the PT A ... " 
The resume continues for a full 
paragraph. The entire epistle, a 
CV designed to impress one and 
all, closes with good wishes to 
us, the readers. "It would be 
nice to see more of each and 
every one of you." Really? Shall 
we pack up and stop by for a 
weekend? 

What would Miss Manners 
say about all this? 

Of course, I don' t send out 
the greatest correspondance ei
ther. My handwriting reads like 
th~ Rosetta Stone, hieroglyphs 
without a code. Even my typing 
turns dark and messy. Instead 

of kvelling, I kvetch about the 
things that haven' t worked out. 
Is it better than showing off? 

Or, if I've penned too many 
car_ds_and notes at one sitting, I 
wn,te the same thing, fixed fond 
regards that don't hit the mark 
much better than C and H . 

At least I shop round for 
pretty pa per. I let the artist say it 
for me. I found a graphic red 
sled, jus t some crimson lines on 
blank white snowy cardboard, 
and I muster, "May you glide 
smoothly through the winter 
ahead." There's a Brazilian Jew
ish designer who blended tropi
cal hummingbirds with Sabbath 
lights. I let the image imply the 
words. 

I'm grateful as all get-out for 
any blessing with a stamp on it 
a nd the flow of ink on 
palympsist. I have a past made 
up of people who wish me and 
my family well. The postal pile 
of the new year, like a snow
bank, tucks me in with a blanket 
of kindness. That trunk of old 
envelopes, a record of living in 
a community of my own mak
ing, holds some magic. 

But the automatic print-outs 
come close to ruining the illu
sion of affection! 

Announce the birth of 
your child in the Herald! 

On Jan. 9 at 2 p .m., Virginia 
Ada'ms, librarian emerita of the 
Old Dartmouth Historical Soci
ety, will' speak at the New 
Bedford Whaling Museum 
about Phebe Hart Mendall,. 
"New Bedford's Cake Lady." 

Mendall's recipes are fea
tured in the cookbook, Favorite 
Recipesfrom]ohnnyCakeHill,pro
duced by the museum's volun
teer council. In addition, Adams 
will talk about the art of house
wifery in the 19th century. 

Following her talk, the mu
seum will be hosting a tea. Re
freshments will be baked by the 
volunteers using recipes from 
their cookbook. Museum mem
bers are admitted free, admis
sion for non-members is $5. 

As a continuing tradition, the 
museum will be open free of · 
charge to the public on Wednes
day afternoons, through March 
27 from 1 to 5 p .m . 

Let Them Know! 
When you patronize 

our advertisers, let them 
know that you saw their 

ad in the Herald 
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Responsible Democracy 
Requires Responsible Rhetoric 

by Abraham H. Foxman 
The assassina tion of Prime 

Minis ter Yitzhak Rabin has 
raised serious questions about 
many aspec ts of Jewish life: the 
meaning of democracy and ci
vility, the role of words and 
rhetoric, the rela tionship of reli
gion and religious leaders to a 
civil society, the responsibilities 
of those in power and those in 
the opposition. 

Clearly, there is need for a ll 
of us- Jews in Israel and in the 
diaspora - to go back to basics, 
to revisit the fund amental im
portance and meaning of re· 
sponsible democracy. 

· Tha t mea ns, among other 
things, that there should be an 
avoidance of demonization and 
stereotyping of groups - it is 
unfair, counterproductive, and 
dangerous to a ttack a ll Ortho
dox Jews or the whole political 
right in Israel for the climate 
crea ted tha t led to the assassina
tion. 

Jt. is also vital that those in 
power make efforts to explain 
their politics and engage in dia
logue with those who are disaf
fected , especially when critical 
decisions affecting people's lives 
are involved and when the mi
nority view represents a sub
stantia l body of opinion in the 
public. 

On the other hand, those in 
opposition must work within 
the system to. get thei r views 
<Jcross, recognizing tha t in the 
long run everyone benefi ts from 
respect for democracy, thateac,h 
side has used and will use small 
majorities in a parliamentary 
system to pursue their policies 
until the .opposition is able to 
turn them out of power. 

Likud in the 1980s used its 
small majority to create thou
sands of housing units in the 
territories; it was entitled to do 
so, even while many Israelis dis
agreed with its policies. And 
today, the Labor government, 
with its small majority, pursues 
its approach to the peace pro· 
cess because it holds majority 
power. 

Responsible democracy also 
requires responsible use of 
words. This a pp lies to every ci ti
zen, but it particularly applies 
to leadership, and most specifi
ca lly to leaders who can most 
influence those susceptible to 
the ex tremism of the moment. 

While extremist rhetoric has 
a long history in Israel, since the 
Oslo agreements, it has been the 
rhetoric coming from the ex
treme right and the extreme 
Nationalis t Orthodox which has 
been of concern and which gen
erated an environment which 
made a Yigal Amir possible. 

Since the assassination, there 
have been two kinds of re
sponses to the ex tremism. 

There are those who have 
engaged in soul -sea rching. 
Rabbi Norman Lamm, president 
of Yeshiva University, sa id tha t 
religious Zionism mus t take a 
hard look at itself: "The Amirs 
and (Baruch) Goldstei ns didn't 
invent their depraved justifi ca
tion for their murderous acts. 
Yes, they w,ere weeds in our 
garden, bu t it was our garden." 

Rabbi f\.µ-on Soloveichik, a 
leading rabbinic figure, who 

himself hild been very outspo
ken against the government, 
called Rabin 's murder the 
"greatest crisis in 2,000 years of 
Jewish history." And, he added 
that when a Jew kills another 
Jew, "the Mishna says it is also 
the fa ult of the Jews, of the par
ents, of the teachers, of the rosh 
Yeshiva, who did not try to ham
mer into the minds of the stu
dents and chi ldren the terrible 
abomination of bloodshed." 

Agudath Israel published an 
ad in The New York Times which 
not only condemned the act as 
abhorrent to Torah-observant 
Jews, but rewjnded all Jews "that 
inflammatory rhetoric and hate
ful invective often toxHy the at· 
mosphere." And Ra_bbi Aaron 
Lkhtenstein told his students at 
Yeshiva Har Etti on in Gush Etti on 
that "this sham e, that o·ur state, 
our people should have fallen to 
such a level, should be felt by 
everyone - religious, secular, 
right an9 lefl.. . But naturally, this 
shame should be felt by our camp,· 
the National Religious camp, 
more than any other. Here was a 
man who grew up in the vest of 
our institutions." 

Others have spoken out as 
well. They represent responsible 
vo ices in Orthodox Judaism and 
deserve the encouragement and 
support of the entire Jewish 
people. 

At the same time, there are 
those who have learned noth
ing from the tragedy, who con· 
tinue to jllstify their ex,tremism 
or see no need to look inwards 
or to show true moral leader· 
ship. 

Rabbi Mordechai Friedman, 
presidentoftheAmericanBoard 
of Rabbis, ca lled the murder of 
Rabin an "act of G-d." 

In the aftermath of the assas
sination, many fingers pointed 
to Rabbi Abraham B. Hecht, who 
in the summer gave Halachic 
legitimacy to the notion of mur
dering the prime minister. 

Rabbi Hecht defended mm· 
self on the grounds that he had 
writtentoRabininOctoberapolo
gizing for his statements. Never
theless, he has not clearly con
demned the use of incendiary Ian- . 
guage, particularly by commu· 
nity and ·religious leaders. 

Reacting to Rabbi Solov
eicmk's call for atonement in the 
Orthodox community, Rabbi 
Moshe Tendler, a professor at 
Yesmva University, dismissed 
Rabbi Soloveichik's remarks as 
"nonsense" and insisted there is 
no need for atonement: "I am not 
guilty." 

He argued that to say the 
murder represents a "failure of 
the Orthodox community, and 
that we should crop our heads 
and do mea culpas - you will 
not ge t me to du that ... How 
does tms cast aspersion on the 
entire community? It's utter 
nonsense." 

Rabbi Steven Pruzansky of 
Teaneck, a long-timer user of 
extremist language in lus criti
cism of the government, contin
ued. He told The Jerusalem Re
port that "Ra bin was probably 
well-intentioned, but so were 
the leaders of the Judemat." 

And instead of examining ms 
own rhetoric and those of oth
ers, he put the blame elsewhere: 
"we are focusing on the wrong 

fac tor when we criticize the 
rhetoric that divides and in
flames - it's the policies that 
have divided and inflamed. A 
climate was created in which 
this horrific crime could take 
place. The climate is not one of 
words but of deeds." 

No t surpri si ng ly, Mike 
Guzofsky, leaderofKahaneChai, 
showed no remorse: ''Rabin was 
bad for the Jews. He is over and 
he's gone ... An intelligent man, 
one like tms Jaw student (con
fessed assassinAmir), had to act." 

Others rationalized the act. 
Beth Gilinsky, president of the 
Jewish Action Alliance, sa id: 
"Rhe toric didn ' t cause thi s. 
Think ,1bout eleva ting Arafat to 
statesman. If you reward vio
lence, people will_ bebeve it's 
the way to go." 

Paul Eide Iberg, writing in The 
Jewish Press, claimed that 
"Yitzhak Rabin and ms cohorts 
created the emotional and po
litical climate that led to his as· 
sassination." 

Indeed , since the assassina
tion, Tlie Jewish Press has consis
tently refused to recognize that 
the ex treme rhetoric which they 
featured for years promoted the 
demoniza tion and delegitimi
za tion of the democratically 
elected government of the State 
of Israel. 

Even in the weeks since the 
murder, The Jewish Press contin
ues to use incendiary terms such 
as "treason" and "appease· 
ment" ina1eferring to Israeli lead
ers and policies. 

In a brilliant and courageous 
address to Orthodox leaders, 
Lamm indicated that his institu
tion, Yeshiva University, was 
going to take practical steps to 
come to grips with the problem. 
He said that faculty and others 
would meet in the coming months 
to talk about Torah, extremism, 
and democracy, Larnrn'sexample 
should be followed by others. 

Still, there needs to be a strong 
and direct reaction to those who 
continue to articulate hatred. 
Rabbis whod-:isoand who teach 
a t institutions, should be told 
that it is unacceptable within a 
religious context, withsanctions 
threatened. Congregants should 
let their rabbis know the same. 
And newspapers should not 
continue to carry columnists 

. who engage in thiskindofrheto
ric. 

It is good to see that more 
and more responsible leaders 
are speaking out. This is not a 
time for demoniza tion. Nor is it 
a ti.ne to tolerate those who fan 
the flames of bigotry and vio
lence. 

Abraham H. Foxman is 11atio11a/ 
director of the A;1ti-Defa111ntio11 
League. 
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EDITO-Rl,AL 

Menschlishkeit in a 
Culture of Loathing 

by R'abbi Avi Shafran 
Director of Public Affairs 
Agudath Israel of America 

It was inevitable, of course, 
that the second portion of the 
theme at Agudath Israel of 
America's 73rd recent national 
convention - "The Jewish Fam
ily, The Fami ly of Jews" -
would be deemed more news
worthy by the press and public 
than its first segmlmt. Shocking 
events only a few traumatic 
weeks old were still loudly re
verbera tinginJewishheartsand 
souls the world over. · 

And those events - both the 
ground-zero of the Rabin assas
sination itself and the subse
quent fest of finger-pointing and 
anti-Orthodox animus-venting 
- were indeed repeated ly ex
amined and ana lyzed from the 
podium of the Pars ippany 
Hilton ballroom. 

But a different, most impor
tant and no less timely pictur~ 
was brought into focus, too, a t 
the convention's opening ses
s io n by Mo etzes Gedolei 
HaTorah (Council of Torah 
Sages) member Rabbi Avrohom 
Pam, the Rosh HaYeshiva of 
Mesivta Torah Vodaath. 

Pam quietly but powerfully 
addressed the atmosphere of 
"harmony and sweetness, of 
shalom bayis ('peace in the 
home')," in which Jewish chil
<;l r~n _must breathe if they are to 
fhnve. -, · , 1.. • 

He spoke pointedly,' too, of 
the failures, the homes where, 
sad ly, that sha lom 'bayis is ·di
minished or departed entir'ely, 
the situations where there "is 
not even a divorce, where bitter 
war has been declared" between 
spouses. He depicted a differ
ent scene of "desecration of 
G-d's name" than the one .that 
had glared from the front pages 
of the world's newspapers 
weeks earlier, this one of the 
profanation born of personal 
rancor and ill-will that has in
vaded too many - any - Jew
ish homes. 

Observant Jews are con· 
stantly concerned, and right· 
fully, with the corrupting influ
ences of all the prurience and 
sacrilegesorampantinourtime. 

What Pam addressed , 
though, was the issue of Jewish 
dibgence in preventing the out
side world 's propensity for 
rudeness and outright malice 
from similarly contaminating 
our lives. · 

Are even the most insular of 
Jews, after all, immune to the 
sheer meanness that has come 
to characterize so much of the 
world we live next to and move 
throughout? 

It is a world, a fter all, where 
- in one recent week alone -
two soldiers in North Carolina 
went "hunting" ·blacks, killing 
their prey, a man and a woman 
they had never met; a young 
California man (by his own con
fession) decided he was going 
" to kill me a Chinaman" and 
proceeded to s tab an Asian· 
American carrying groceries to 
ms car; a black racist attacked 
and set ablaze a Jewish-oper
a ted store in Harlem, leaving 
seven innocent people dead . 

And it is not just racist hatred 
than runs amok around us; skin
color is simply a convenient 
hookforthe more nebulousrage 
that has metastazied through
out Western society in recent 
decades. 

This has become a society 
where radio personalities seem 
to attain popularity commensu
ra te with the degree of their dis
dain for and derision of others 
where obnoxiousness has been 
elevated to high art, where the 
trial of a confirmed vic;:ious wife
beater accused of his spouse's 
grisly murder became the fam
ily entertainment of choice for 
nearly a year, and where the 
man's acquittal was cheered by 
thousands, if not millions. 

The world we inhabit is a 
cauldron of simmering hatreds 
and explosive ill-will. And even 
those ofus who are certainly not 
part of that ugliness, and would 
never dream of acting like any 
of the violent, malignant char
ac ters "out there/ is it too out
landish to imagine that the 
dominant culture of loathing 
might still exer t some subtle ef
fect on us? 

Itisaninfluencewhosewispy 
but dangerous infiltration we 
may not even have noticed, so 
preoccupied have we been in 
fighting all the others. But has 
society's fury appeared among 
us as rudeness; its viciousness, 
as disrespect; its violence, as in
sensitivity to the feelings of.0th· . 
ers? 

Pam provided the ~implest 
and most essential of solutions 
to the plague that has appeared 
in the walls of too many Jewish 
homes . . 

He prescribed a determined 
re-connection to the high Jew
ish ideal of interpersonal chased, 
"kindness," a clear resolve to 
show true concern and feeling 
for "the other," not only for the 
homeless stranger or the needy 
neighbor, but for the child and 
the spouse no less. ' 

Easier said than done, a cynic 
might respond. But vital all the 
same. 

"Where," Pam asked, "is the 
feeling for the mother of one's 
own children, for the father of 
one's own children?" 

And even, he added, when 
there is no realistic hope tha t a 
marriage can be saved, when a 
man and wife must go their 
separa teways, the twomustpart 
"without hatred , without war
ring." In other words, not like 
the world without, but b ke Jews. 

Later during the convention, 
Moe tzes Gedolei H aTorah 
members Rabbi Elya Svei (the 
Rosh Ha Yeshiva of the Yeshiva 
of Philade lphia) and Rabbi 
Yaakov Perlow (the Novo
mi nsker rebbe) both addressed 
current events in Israel and in 
the wider Jewish world, tracing 
the deeper philosopmcal roots 
of Yigal Amir's tragica lly mis
guided mind, roots that, preju· 
diced pundits aside, lie distant 
indeed from the "Haredi " 
world, far from the constituency 
of Agudath Israel. 

(Continued on Page 7) 
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WORLD AND NATIONAL NEWS 
Peres Criticized for Offering 
to · Give up Nuclear Capability 

by Naomi Segal 
JERUSALEM (JTA)- Prime 

Minister Shimon Peres drew 
widespread criticism from op
position leaders after he said 
that Israel would give up its 
nuclear capability in exchange 
for regional peace. 

In remarks to Israeli newspa
per editors recently in Tel Aviv, 
Peres said that Israel would be 
willing to "give up the atom" if 
it were able to achieve peace 
with its Arab neighbors. 

"Give me peace, we will give 
up the nuclear capability. That's 
the whole story," he said. 

Peres refused to say whether 
he was referring specifically to 
Israeli nuclear weapons - the 
existence of which Israeli offi .. 
cials have refused to confirm or 
deny. 

Opposition leaders, along 
with some media commenta
tors, criticized Peres for what 
they said was careless talk, and 
for going too far to appease the 
Arabs. 

· The Likud Party issued a 
statement saying, "The ease with 
which Peres volunteers to dis
mantle Israel's nuclear poten
tial is additional testimony to 
his illusion of a new Middle East 
in which this government is im
prisoned ." 

Knesset member Rehavam 
Ze'evi, of the far-right Moledet 
Party, lashed out al Peres hr 

endangering national security 
in the face of what he sa id were 
ongoing nuclear development 
programs in Iraq, Iran and 
Libya. 

Egyptian-Israeli tension over 
the nuclear issue reemerged over 
the weekend, when Foreign Min
ister Ehud Barak visited Cairo to 
meet with Egyptian officials. 

During a news conference 
recently, Barak and Egyptian 
Foreign Minister Amre Moussa 
openly sparred over-the issue. 

Barak, who was in Egypt for 
discussions about the resump
tion of peace negotiations with 
Syria, said that Israel's potential 
nuclear arsenal was not relevant 
to current developments in the 
region. 

Moussa, in tum, said the is
sue was crucial to the future of 
the Middle East. 

Moussa threatened that 
Egypt would boycott multilat
eral talks on -regional disarma
ment and security if Israel's 
nuclear program was not in
cluded in the agenda, Israel Tele
vision reported. 

The matter came up despite 
an agreement reached earlier 
last year between Egypt and Is
rael to put the issue aside-for at 
least a year. Egypt has in the 
past protested Israel's refusal to 
sign the Nuclear Non-Prolifera
tion Trea ty. 

Senate Passes Sanctions Bill 
on Foreign Firms Linked to Iran 

by Matthew Dorf 
WASHINGTON(JTA)-:-The 

United States came one s tep 
closer to imposing sa nctions on 
foreign firms that invest in Iran's 
oil industries. 

The Senate passed the Iran 
Oil Sanctions Act in a voice vo te 
without debate recently. 

The measure, which is sup
ported by the White House, is 
expected to pass the House of 
Represenhtives in the coming 
weeks. In memory of the 259 
people killed when terroris tf 

blew up Pan AJ)1 fli ght 103 over 
Lockerbie, Scotland , the Senate 
included sa nctions on firms that 
do business with Libya's fuel 
industries. 

The vo te on the measure came 
on the eve of the seventh anni
versary of the bombing. 

Under the Senate bill, spon
sored by Sen. Alfonse D' Amato 
(R- N .Y.) , sa ncti o ned firms 
would be denied access to fi
nancing sponsored by the Ex
port-Import Bank of the United 
States and to licenses for exports 
to the United States. 
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War Over Religious Pluralism Continues 
by Debra Nussbaum Cohen 

NEW YORK (JTA) - Yair 
Cohen and Ruti Florescheim 
were beaming and it wasn' t just 
in anticipation of their first night 
together as newlyweds. 

The Israeli couple had been 
married minutes before by the 
leaders of the Reform move
ment, in front of 4,000 "guests" 
attending the Union of Ameri
can Hebrew Congregations con
vention in Atlanta. YairTsaban, 
Israel's minister of absorption, 
had flown in to witness the Dec. 
1 nuptials and declared the wed
ding "kosher and legal." 

Ruti 's parents were at the 
wedding, too, but the rest of the 
couple's family and friends were 
back home on Kibbutz Yakum. 

It didn' t matter, though, to 
Ruti and Yair, who are not reli
gious. 

They wanted to use their own 
experience as a public_example 
of the problems encountered by 
non-Orthodox Israelis who 
want to marry, and so agreed to 
let the Reform moverr.ent make 
them the "poster couple" for 
religious pluralism. 

Theirs is but one example of 
the human problems created by 
theway theStateoflsrael handles 
matters of personal status. 

The wedding was an early 
salvo launched by the Reform 
movementina rapidly building 
war over religious pluralism in 
Israel. 

The opposing sides are the 
libera l religious and -secu lar 
Jews, led by a two-year Reform 
movement campaign expected 
tocost$2million, vs. The Ortho
dox, some of whom are organiz
ing a campaign of their own to 
be launched in February. 

The two sides have staked 
out their positions for a fight 
that promises to be as polariz
ing as the "Who is a Jew" issue 
was a decade ago. 

Yairand Ruticould not marry 
at home because he is a descen
dant of the priestly class of 
Kohanim and she was divorced 
from her first husband, a union 
prohibited by the Orthodox in
terpre tation of Jewish law, 
which controls all matters of 

personal status in Israel. 
At the same time, Israeli civi l 

law recognizes as legitimate 
non-Orthodox marriages per
formed outside lsrael, so the Re
form movement brought them 
to Atlanta. 

The wedding had been 
broadcast around the world by 
major news programs. 

"We wanted to show how 
they [the Ortt10dox rabbinate] 
refuse, just refuse, a simple 
couple just because of my 
name," said Yair, who manages 
the kibbutz kitchen. 

"If I did something it's be
cause they pushed me to do it," 
he said. 

The Reform-led coalition for 
pluralism has the backing of 
several organizations in Israel 
and members of Knesset, who 
are expected to introduce a bill 
that would legalize civil and 
non-Orthodox religious mar
riages. 

They seemed to win the first 
round of the current battle in 
mid-November, when Israel's 
High Court of Justice endorsed 
the legitimacy of non-Orthodox 
conversions in Israel but thrust 
responsibility for the final deci
sion into the hands of the Israeli 
parliament. 

Orthodox interests are repre
sented by the Orthodox parties 
in the Knesset, which have been 
press uring Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres to endorse legis
lation to prohibit non-Orthodox 
conversion and marriage, in ex
change for their support of his 
other policies. 

Their goal is to block the leg
islative efforts of the advocates 
for pluralism. 

The religious pluralism crisis 
is the inevitable result of linger
ing and fundamental contradic
tions in the way questions of 
Jewish status are handled in Is
rael, say those at the forefront of 
the battle. 

"There is a dichotomy," 
Rabbi Uri Regev, director of the 
Reform movement's Israel Reli
gious Action Center, said in an 
interview in Atlanta. 

"On the one hand are civil 
issues of the Law of Return and 
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on the other are issues of per
sonal status," he said. "In many 
ways this is a reawakening of 
the 'Who is a Jew' issue." 

Israel's Law of Return grants 
automatic citizenship to any Jew 
or person with one Jewi sh 
grandparent. 

An Orthodox effort in the 
1980s to restrict the law, which 
also applies to converts, to ap
ply only to those converted ac
cording to Orthodox Jewish law 
sparked a major outcry among 
diaspora Jews-and ultimately 
failed. 

But even though individuals 
with Jewish parents or grand
parents - such as thousands 
from the former Soviet Union 
- ·are granted citizenship, they 
are not recognized by the Or
thodox rabbinate, which con
trols all marriage, divorce, burial 
and conversion in Israel. 

Some 150,000 Israeli citizens 
from the former Soviet Union 
who cannot prove their halachic 
Jewishness are not willing- or 
able - to become Orthodox in 
order to ,:onvert, say some. 

Israel to Hunt 
Drug Dealers 

in India 
by Naomi Segal 

JERUSALEM (JT A) - Israel 
has disclosed that a unit of un
dercover Israeli police is search
ing in Im;lia for Israeli drug deal
ers. 

The announcement came 
amid widespread Israeli media 
reportsaboutmass druguseand 
sales by Israelis in India, the 
des tination of thousand s of 
young Israelis each year. 

During the winter, thousands 
flock to the beaches of Goa, in 
southetn India, for massive par
ties where drugs, some bought 
from Israelis, are heavily used , 
according to the reports. 

The largest of these parties 
apparently is one held New 
Year's Eve. 

Because ofa lack of interest, a 
flight was canceled that would 
have taken concerned parents 
to India to search for their trav
eling children, it was reported. 

Israel to Free 
1,100 Prisoners 

by Naomi Segal 
JERUSALEM (JTA) - An 

Israeli ministerial committee has 
announced that it plans to free 
some 1,100 Palestinian prisoners. 

The committee reached the 
decision after meeting to dis
cuss the issue of prisoner re
leases. 

The releases are part of a 
number of confidence-building 
gestures included in an agree
ment for extending West Bank 
autonomy that was signed Sept. 
28 in Washington. 

Israel, which has more than 
4,000 Palesti nians in its jails, has 
repeatedly stated tha t no pris
oners with Jewish blood on their 
hands would be set free. 

CARPENTRY Announce your wedding 
Uc. No. MA 110907 or engagement 

4~""ffiillf..'f-;t'miJ, Lie. No. 554 R.I. ldl M ·ff! · 401-434-2049 ~ ~;t;2~~;a20·0 ·· 
JL~~~:~L~U:.V:,~.......1~_1_o_r_e_c_ei_v_e_a_~_r_m~~ 
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WORLD AND NATIONAL NEWS 
JNF Rededicates to 
Jerusalem 3000 

First JCC Launched in-----
St. Petersburg ... Russia 

Excerpts From a 
Chanukah Message 

by Milton S. Shapiro 
President, Jewish National Fund 

. "A grea t miracle happened 
there, almost 4,000 years ago. 
As the Temple was rededicated 
a fter the Maccabe:?s reclaimed 
Jerusa lem, the oil burned for 
eight days - and the Festiva l of 
Lights was born. 

"Miracles haven' t ceased . 
"In modern times, we've wit

nessed the miracle o f Israel, 
w hich JNF helped bring f9rth 
out of the wilderness. From the 
thriving desertagricultural com- . 
munitiesonJNF-reclaimed land, 
to the security roads tha tschool
child ren travel on in the Galilee, 
to the reservoirs that bring wa
ter to Israel's farms, homes, and 
industries,. JNF's work is evi-
dent throughout Israel. . 

" We ' ve a lso w itnessed 
Jerusalem united , just as it was 
under the Maccabees. JNF is 
streng thening and beautifying 
the city that is the heart and soul 
of the Jewish people - the city 
that is the eterna l, undivided 
capital of the state of Israel; the 
city tha t Jews around the world 
yearned fo r over genera tions. 

"For Jerusalem 3000, JNF will 
fu rther enhance Jerusa lem by 
build ing Gan Yaldei Yisrael, a 
unique children's garden with 
eight_observation points over
looking key sites in Jerusalem; 
by completing .the magnificent 
Green Belt of trees tha t enci rcles 

Loathing 
(Continued from Page 5) 

Svei noted, however, that the 
fact that Amir's nefarious act 
grew in foreign conceptual soil, 
that it was born of the fringe of 
a nationalism that the Haredi 
religious leadership has long 
ar\d consis tently d isavowed , 
must not a llow the "fervently 
Orthodox" to be complacent. 

A divine message, he pro
claimed, must still inhere in the 
very fact that we of the non
Zionist Jewish world - uni
ve rses removed from Yiga l 
Amir's "Ultra-Zionist one" -
have been accused, even if non
sensical, of fostering the climate 
in which political extremism, 
eyen to the point of murder, 
thrived. 

H e no ted , am ong other 
things, tha t "murder"· exists on 
multiple levels, that it can, on 
one stratum, mean a lack of 
empathy for the pain of others, 
or a breach in the proper pro
found concern for the holiness 
that is another person's life. 

Perlow, too, compelling his 
listeners to confront a future 
fra ught with even more nega
tivity toward Torah and its ad
herents than in the past, stressed 
the need for observant Jews to 
effec ti vely communica te with 
the secula ris t world, to address 
our fellow Jews as the "brothers 
and sisters" they are. 

And in the end, this listener 
among the sea of men and women 
present wondered: aren' t those 
timely messages of mensch
lichkeit precisely wha t Pam was 
proclaiming as well,-the key to 
resolving not only the problems 
of the family of Jews but those of 
the Jewi,s!i_fa_'!l~ly, ___ _ 

• 

Jerusalem, symboliz ing Jeru
salem's unity, and by-develop: 
ing the KKL Park and Evenings 
Center in the Judean Hills for 
Jerusa lem's inhabitants. 

by Leslie Katz a communal home. the hub of St. Petersburg Jewish 
life, housing everything from 
Jewish organiza tions to a nurs
ery school, day-care programs 
and Jewish publications, she 
said. 

Jewish Bulletin of "This is to be a central ad-
Northern California dress for the Jews of St. Peters-

SAN FRANCISCO (JTA) - burg," said Eva Seligman
What is believed to be the first Kennard, assistant director of 
Jewish Community Center in- the Bay Area Counci l of Jewish 
augurated in the former Soviet Rescue and Renewal in Sa n 
Union has opened its doors in _Franc_isco, which helped pur
the Russian citythatunderCom- chased the apartments. 
rnunis t ru le was ca ll ed Unlike manyAmericanJCCs, 
Leningrad . For the first time which serve primarily as recre0 

since the fa ll of Communism, St. ationaland cultural centers, this 
Petersburg's 100,000 Jews have Russian JCC is Like Iv to become 

" .. . Just as we rededica ted the 
Temple, we are now going to 
rededica te ourselves to Jerusa-
lem .. . . " · 

We invite our friends to sup
port JN F's Je rusa lem 3000 
projects. 

The Bay Area Council, along 
wi th the Jewish Associa tion of 
St. Petersburg and The Ameri
can Jewish · Joint Distribution 
Committee, bought the apart
ments tha t house the new cen
ter. 

Jewish Cemetery in V~nice Is Disappearing. 
by Ruth E. Gruber 

VENICE (JTA) - Nearly 180 
years ago, when the great En
glish poet Lord Byron lived here, 
he loved ~o go horseback riding 
on the Lido, the strip of island 
that p rotects the Venetian La
goon from the Adria tic Sea. 

With compa nionssuch asfel- . 
low poet Percy Bysshe Shelley, 
he would ride through wha t 
Shelley described as a sandy, 
windswep t wasteland. 

It was an especially haunting 
. wasteland, however. 

"The spot where we usually 
rode," wrote Byron's friend , 
British Consul Richard Belgrave 
Hoppner; "was a Jewish cem
etery · whose walls had been 
pulled down and stones over
turned by the French." 

The ancient Jewish Cemetery 
on the Venice Lido was founded_ 
in the 1380s, but ]:,y the time 
Byron was riding there, it had 
not been used for buria ls for 
half a century. 

Although the ce111etery is one 

of the treasures of European Jew
ish heritage, it has languished 
in a virtually abandoned s tate 
for more than 200 years while 
the res t of the Lido was devel
oped into an area of homes, 
beach resorts, hotels and a big 
casino. 

Time, neglect and human 
destruction have taken their toll, 
and today, fi nally, alarm bells 
a re going o ff a bo ut the 
cemetery's deteriorating condi
tion. 

Venice's tiny Jewish commu
nity as well as interna tiona l 
monuments preservation orga
nizations such as Save Venice, 
Inc. and the World Monuments 
Fund are seeking sponsors for 
urgently needed repairs and 
conservation opera tions. 

In adclition to restora tion of 
tombstones, other needed repair 
work _ineludes the drainage of 
swampy areas; regular clearing 
of weeds, bushes and under
growth; and reconstruction of 
the wall. 

Leslie Weinstock, M.Ed., NCC, ACDP 

Individual & Couples Counseling 
Substance Abuse / Related issues 

Brief Therapy 

401-272-1199 

wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwww 
• . t 

i Winter Clearance Sale ~ 
~ , . t 

i 30%~ 50% Off i 
• t 

i All Fall and Holiday ~-
i Merchandise and Gifts ~ 
• t 
~ Sale In Progress t . ~ 

Recent surveys indica te that 
·expenses for all needed work 
may total $300,000. 

"Unless we intervene, little 
·wil!re~ainafteronlya few more 
years," according to the current · 
issue of the Save Venice, Inc. 
newsletter. 

""This cemetery has h·ad a tor
m ented life," said Aldo Izzo, a 
Jewish retired sea captain who 
has devoted the past decade to 
looking after bd.th the ancient 
semetery and a newer Jewish 
cemetery nearby: 

For four centuries, the ancient 
cemetery ·served as the only 
burial ground forVenetianJews. 
Funerals topk place in convoys 
of gondolas that set sail from 
the ghetto, a t the northern edge 

of Venice. Time and tim; ·a'gain 
its area was decreased, its walls 
were torn down or its tomb
stones were uprooted in order 
to build fortifications along the 
Lido shore. 

The cemetery w as finally 
abandoned about 1770, and the 
newer cemetery, which is still in 
use today, was opened several 
hundred yards away. 

In the 1920s, a large part of 
the cemetery was destroyed to 
construct a road along the shore. 
Tombstones were pulled up and 
laid on the ground or against 
the wa lls in the main cemetery 
area - and here they remain to 
this day. · 

LIFE AT THE REGENCY 
Special Services for our Residenls 

24-Hour Security 

Service Desk 

Elevators 

Catered Lunches Daily 

In Home Dining Service 

Handicap Accessi~le 

Hair Salons 

Convenience Store 

Dry Cleaning Service 

Handyman Service 

Maid Service 

Full Activity Program 
Including Bingo, Bridge & Movie Night 

Fox woods Trips 

Community Room 

Swimming Pool 

Transportation to Supermarkets 

Studio, One, Two and Three Bedroom Apartments 
Rent includes all utilities and central air 

REGENCY PLAZA 
One Regency Plaza 

Providence. RI 02903 

86 1-0400 
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BAR MITZVAH • BAT MITZVAH • BIRTHDAY 

JANUARY. GtEAlUNC 
... metallic sweaters, sequined vests,.dressy separates, winter dre~ses, fall and winter sportswear.-, 

two-piece dresses, pant suits, beaded tops, cocktail looks, mother-of-the-bride etc., etc., etc. 
Sizes will vpry, available from size 2 ID 20, misses and petite. NI sales final, alterations available. 

!: ~O,olf•Sq"'~!!~:~22:c~~~ ~&,o_t,,," "°' 
TUESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY 10 A.M. TO 6 P.M. • VISA, MASTERCARD, DISCOVER 

Picture-Perfect Wedding 
Ceremonies & Elegant Receptiom. 
Par[icular care is raken in planning your very 
special day. Food is experdy prepared and offered 
with the finest of service. Our elegant privare 
rooms accommodate from 50 co 500 guests. 

Let our exp erienced staff guide you 
through every detail from start to finish. -
Together we can plan the perfect wedding. 

- -

~ JEFF'S KOSHER KITCHEN~ 
:f.JtePwted meab, to. go. daily, .. . foJt Siia66at OJt, <UUJ ~.um 

. . . 
CALL FOR A MENU TODAY: 273-0210 • CATERING FOR ALL OCCASIONS 

JEFFREY INGBER • 80 BROWN STREET, PROVIDENCE • 273-0210 

sj(j' UNDER THE STRICT SUPERVISION OF THE VAAD HAKASHRUTH OF RHODE ISLAN~ 

You deserve the dress of your dreams! 
• Ctistom designs • Heirloom restoration • Alterations and restyling • 

• Design, fabric and fit consulting • Bridal party and mothers' dresses • 
• Personal attention from an experienced prQfessional • 

* MEMBER 

CERTIFIED 
MASTER 

SEAMSTRESS 

THE RIGHT PH 
FOR YOUR SP 

party's over hut the mem 

eJ the services of a professi 

ough to ·hire one the mo 

caterer, anJ hireJ the hall. By starti 

outcome - pictures thal will last a life 

Speaking o f time, t a k e some to inter 

albums, listen to their questions, anJ as 

th~t you d esignate a guest at the affair 

tant" people a nJ make certain that th 

the pictures? Do they have b ackup pr 

s;,,rnething unforeseen should happen t 

give you enou gh options regarding the 

Do you get the feeling that you will h e 

A professional photographer :;.,ill h e 

anJ those unposeJ happenings that vi," 

R emember that special events come in 

hrance o f the las t family gath ering ... sc 

J ay party? The list i s endless anJ a 

happy to assist you w ith any o f your p 

S UBMITTED BY EAST GREENWICH PHOTO 

RHO DE ISLAND 02818, 884-0220. H OURS ARE 

DAY THROUG H FRIDAY 8 TO 9 , SATU RDAY 8 T 

BEA PAR . . 

AWARD-
BRIDA 

The Rhode ls/and Jewish Herald's 1994 and 1995 
from the New England Press Associapon. These c 

200 small newspapers from New Engl 

THIS YEAR'S WILL 
FOR MORE INFORMA 

THE ADVERTISING AND EDITORIAL DEA 



_,~-----~--~~ 

TOGRAPHER 
CIALEVENT 
ry linge rs on and on because you 

n al pbot~grapher. You vvere smart. 

nt you set the date, eng'\ged the 

early, you en sured a s uccessful 

m e. 

vv the photogra phe r , look at their 

som e o f your ovvn. l s it suggested 

bo can b elp point out the "impor• 

amily members a r e toge ther fo r 

ssionals ready in the e v ent tbat 

b e one you've sel ected'? Do they 

ount o f money you can s p end'? 

cial'? 

e rt t o those " Kodak moments," 

keep the occasion a live forever. 

ny si zes. Do you bave a r em em -

1 g r a duati o n ... that s p ecia l birt h 

fessional r.h otograph er vvill b e 

1 M A IN STREET, EAST GREENWICH, 

DAY AND T UESDAY 8 TO 6 , W ED NES

, S UNDAY N OON TQ 5 

FOUR 
NING 

SSUEI 

ssues have received advertising awards 
have induded entries from more than 
d the Canadian maritimes. 

EVEN BETl'ER! 
, CALL 724- 0200 
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ENGAGEMENT • WEDDING • ANNIVERSARY 

Cathy D. Mann 

+ BAR/BAT MITZVAH INVITATIONS 
+ PERSONALIZED STATIONERY 
+ BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
+. WEDDING INVITATIONS 
+ PERSONALIZED ACCESSORIES 
+ CUSTOM-DESIGNED INVITATIONS 

52 ROBERTA AVENUE • PAWTUCKET, R.I. 02860 401 • 725 • 4462 TELEPHONE / FAX 

• Ill 

JANUARY 
STOREWIDE SALE 

.FOUNDATION GARMENTS • LINGERIE_• SWIMSUITS 

CUSTOM FITTING• PERSONALATTENTION •ALTERATIONS 
44 ROLFE SQUARE, CRANSTON • 941-5155 • TUESDAY-SATURDAY IOA.M;-6 P.M. 

. "SERVICE SETS US APART" 

ALL OCCASION PHOTOGRAPHY 

By SUSIE DITTELMAN & STAFF 

1-800"'.'398-2087 · 
Full Service Photography Store 

631 Main Street, East Greenwich, R.I. 
Hours: Monday & Tuesday !H;, 

Wednesday- Friday S-9, Saturday S-5, Sunday Noon- 5 

Save 30%--70% on Selected Items 
For That Special Occasion and Personal Service ... 

~omet:'the added touch'' 



THE RIGHT PHOTOGRAPHER 
FOR YOUR SPECIAL EVENT 

party's over 1ut the memory lingers on and on 1ecause you 

eJ the services of a professional phot;,grapher. You were smart. 

ougb to hire one the moment you set tbe date, enga,ged tbe 

caterer, and bired the hall. By starting early, you ensured a succe~sful 

outcome - pictures that will last a lifetime. 

Speaking of time, take some to interview the photograpber, look at their 

al1ums, listen to their <fuestions, and ask some of your own. Is it suggested 

th~t you designate a guest at the affair who can help point out tbe "im~r· 

tant" people and make certain tbat tbe family members are together for 

the pictures? Do tbey bave 1ackup professionals ready in tbe event tbat 

s~nietbing unforeseen sbould bappen to tbe one you've selected? Do tbey 

give you enough options regarding tbe amount of money you can spend? 

Do you get the feeling that you will he special? 

A professional pbotographer :;.,ill be alert to those "Kodak moments," 

and those unposed bappenings tbat will keep t~e occasio~ alive forever. 

Remember tbat special events come in many sizes. Do you h ave a remem

brance of tbe last family gatbering ... scbool graduation ... that s p ecial birth

day party? Tbe list is endless and a professional ebotographer will ·he 

ba~py to assist you witb any of your pbotograpbic neeas. 

8 UBMI1TED BY EAST GREENWICH PHOTO, 631 MAIN STREET, EAST GREENWIC H , 

RHODE ISLAND 02818, 884--0220. HOU RS ARE MONDAY AND T UESDAY 8 TO 6 , W EDNES

DAY THROUGH FRIDAY 8 TO 9 , SATURDAY 8 TO 5 , SUNDAY N ooN TQ 5 

STO 
_FOUNDATION GARMENTS • L 

CUSTOM FITTING• PERSONAL.ti 
44 ROLFE SQUARE, CRANSTON • 941-5 155 • 

. "SERVICE SETS US APART" 

AU 

By 

p 
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Chanukah Gift Bags 
\ 

l , 
i-

\-

Estelle Klemer joined · other Temple Emanu-El Kulanu 
members, in conjunction wi th the Jewish Eldercare of Rhode 
Island program, to prepare 170'Chanukah gift bags fo r Jewish 
residents of nursing homes throughout the s ta te. 

d 
Photo courtesy of Roberta Segal and Associates 

r-
y Israel Employment . 

Fair Coming t·o States 

p 
ti 
>i 

y 
e 
n 
,-

Leading lsraeh hi g h-tech 
compa nies will be in North 
America to interview suitable 
candidates for thousands of em
ployment opportunities in Is
rael. Interviews wi ll take place 
from March 17 to 28. 

Companies represented in
clude Intel, IBM, Bezeq, Motorola 
SerniConductors, El bit, Raphael, 
Tadiran and Elta. 

Jobsareavailablefor electronic 
or computer engineers, hardware 
or software communications en
gi neers, systems an_alysts, pro-

~TIO!f 
: RVI CE: • CM E:RGE:NCY TRANSPORT 

ily and gu~rantee each pet, young or old, 
m from a dedicated animal spe~ialist. 

;s • Cats • Birds • Fish • Rabbits 
• Some Wildlife • Exotic Animals 

;e call Ron Nastari at (401) 354-4470 
red • Bonded 

lME OLD PARTIES? 
Party at Town Hall lane~ 
,.,n,-r., •• .,, ~ 
: :~aty Room Available : ( ;" ' ; 

~our budget. ,,_-
y1-hmilyGath11ing1 

HALL LANES 
Avenue • (401) 831-6940 
Johnston, Rhode Island 029.19 
ES• COCKTAIL LOUNGE AVAILAB LE 

grammers, project managers or 
specia lis ts in microelectronics or 
electro-optics. 

Those interested s hould fax 
their resume by F~b. 9 to (212) 
508-4114. This fa ir is sponsored 
by t_heSta teof Israel, The Minis
try of Ii;nmigrant Absorption / 
The Foreign Ministry, a nd the 
Jewish Agency / Israel Aliya h 
Center. 

For more information, ca ll 
(617) 457'8570. ' 

A Pot Luck . 
Shabbat . 

Mativ, Temp le Beth-El's 
groupforyoungadults, wi ll host 
a potluckShabbatc;linneron Jan. 
19 at 6:30 p.m. a t the home of 
Lisa Weingeroff, the Village 
Green, East Providence. 

The cost is $5 per person, pl us 
a di sh. Ca ll Weingeroff a t 434-
7692 by Jan . 15 to R.S.V.P. A 
portion of the proceeds will ben
efit Mazon-a Jewish Response 
to Hunger. 

Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
Class for Adults 

Applica ti ons are being ac
cepted to join Temple Torat 
Yisrael's new adult bar /bat 
mitzva h class. If vou did not 
become a bar / bat ;,,itzv,1h as a 
child , the temple welcomes your 
participation in thi s two-year 
progra m of s tud y with Rabbi 
David Rosen , Can tor Robert 
Lieberman ,rnd Educa tional Di
rector Lonna Pick<>r, on Tues
day evenings . 

Ca ll J'ickcr a t 785- 1890 by Jan. 

!0 ,t~.,:n~t;I! ••••.••••.••••••• 



THE RHODE ISLAND JEWISH HERALD, THURSDAY, JANUARY 4, 1996 - 11 

THE JEWISH COMMUNITY 

'Go Away, Go Away, Before ____ _ 
This Dignity Crumbles.' tha t when she has exorcised the 

ghosts of the '30s, she will turn 
toward the '90s. by Alison Smith 

Herald Editor 

Lee Sharkey has written a 
book of poems entitled To A 
Vanished World , based on pic
tures taken between 1933 and 
1939 by Roman Vishniac. 

Vishn.iac, a Russian doctor in 
Germany, set out d eliberately 
to create a photographic record 
of the Jewish people and their 
community in the '30s. He be
lieved Hitler when he .said he 
planned to do away with the 
Jews. All Vishniac could do was 
preserve pictorially what was 
about to be destroyed. 

Vishn.iac's pictures were usu
ally taken with a concealed cam
era so they are what we call 
"candid," or unposed ... almost 
always a candid shot is more 
revealing than a planned por
trait. 

Sharkey has responded to 
Vishniac's images in words of 
poetry. Each poem in the book 
was based on her response to a 
specific shot. 

At first glance, since the pho
tographs involved are not re
produced inSharkey's book, the 
reader might well wond er , 
"what's the point? If we can' t 
see the picture, how can we get 
much out of the poem about the 
picture?" 

The trick is to abandon trying 
to visualize Vishniac's image, 
and trust Sharkey. She will de
scribe for you the high points, 
the essense of wha t she saw, 
leaving out any extraneous ma
terial, and then, or concurrently, 
she will remind us of what's 
coming for this child, or of what 
ljfe used to be like for this old 
man. 

We hear so much about the 
concentration camps, about the 
gas chambers. about the brutal 

Hadassah 
Offers Tour 

Hadassah is offering a 12-day 
"Tale of Four Cities" tour Feb. 
18 to 29 for Hadassah members 
and non-members. Participants 
will visit Jerusalem, Amman, 
Petra and Eilat. 

Highlights include a visit to 
Neot Kedumin a nd Beit 
Gauvrin; a trip to Mt. Nebo, be
lieved to be the site of Moses' 
tomb; a tour of the Greco-Ro
man city of Jerash to see the 
grand ruins; a dri ve to Tel 
BerSheba,a newly excavated site 
where Abraham's well is lo
ca ted; and more. 

"A Tale of Four Cities" in
cludes round-trip airfa re from 
Newark International Airport, 
accommodations, two meals per 
day, ground transportation and 
a ll tours. Pri ce per person, 
double occupancy is $1,996; 
single supplement is $400. 

For information and reserva
ti ons, contac t the Hadassah 
Na tional Travel Deparlment,50 
West 58th St. , New York, N.Y. 
10019; (800) 363-2373 or (212) 
303-8031. 

FOR AD RATES, 
'8' CALL 724-0200 

experiments, that we become · 
numbed to the individual s to
ries. To a Vanished World was pub

lished by Puckerbrush Press, 76 
Mai11 St. , Orono, Maine 04473. It 
costs $8.95. plus $1.00 post and 
handling. Sharkey will appear at 
Books on the Square on April 16, 
Holocaust Remembrance Day, to 
read from, and sign, her books. 

Sharkey reintrodu·ces . us to 
who these people were. She 
makes them human again, re
veals them as people we might 
know, or have known. 

I think she is an exceptio"n
ally talented poet, and I hope 

WARSAW 
The photographer comes upon him 
holding his hand inside his suit coat 
to his ribs, the crumpled bag 
with all he owns tucked to his side. 

it's the very day he lost his job, his room. 
He stands straight at a cool stone corner 
staring down the le~, eyes narrowed, 
brows and mouth two lines 

that draw him tight. Go away, 
go away, before this dignity crumbles. 

WARSAW 
Two large blonde baskets 
fill ed with fresh bagels, 
baked twisted strands 
with centers the size of the bagels 
I buy on Hope Street. 

The rounds are perfect 
fruit of the earth in learung rows. 
A handsome farruly has come to sell 
where Jews are forbidden 
wha t Jews have no money to buy. 
A policeman 
is hiding behind a house ga te 
preparing to spring, 
grab a fi stful of bagels 
from the basket at the feet 
of the father, who's rubbing his knuckles, 
kick the rest out onto the sidewalk, 
wrench the basket from the dark mother's hand 
and spill its contents too. 
A dozen dozen golden rings will roll, 
topple into the gutter, 
bobble once or twice, then stop. 
The farruly will shout their dismay. 
The photographer will run 
with his hidden camera, his exposure, to his cache. 
The officer will begin to chew. 

____ _,/PMA\..__ ____ _ 
PERSONAL MANAGEMENT ASSOCIATES 

Home Accounting Services 

• Bill Paying 
Reduce Late Fees 

Improve Credit Rating 

• Medical Claims Review 
Reimbursement Tracking 

Assistance with Denial / Appeals 

Tel. 401-331-2374 
Personal Management Associates, LLC . Providence, RI 

Camp Camp Camp 

Tevya0 Pembroke 0TelNoar 
These leading New England Jewish resident camps 

anticipate the following openings for the 1996 season: 
I.~ 

Admf,tf s tratlr •e S taff: 

Head Counselor for Boys Area 
Oepartm e nl /l ea d s : 

Judaica, Music, Drama, Arts & Crafts, Walerfront, Athletics 
Olber Op enin gs : 

Counselors with expertise in the above camping activities, Nurses, Cooks 
Excellent salaries and working conditions 

FO M MOR F. I\ FO HM AT I U\ f .U\ TACT : 

EU and Bessie Cohen Foundation Camps 
30 Main Sired • Ashland, MA O 1721 

Call 1-800-375-8444 

'A Helping Hand' .for Caregivers 
A caregiver is.anyone who is 

providing physical, emotional 
or £inane/al assistance to an older 
person. As a caregiver you may 
feel overwhelmed, or not know 
where to turn. 

The Comprehensive Adult 
Day Center's caregivers support 
group will start the winter ses
sion on Jan. 9 at 5:30 p.m. at the 

center on 99 llillside Ave. 
The sup.port group is de

signed to assist families in 
caregiving, to provide ways to 
cope and handle situations and 
to provic;ie education about re
sources available in the com- 
muruty. 

If interested, call Sharon Rice 
at the center at 351-2440. 

Vote For Your Favorite Pizza 
Exercise your right to vote , .. 

for the best pizza in Rhode Is
land . Perspectives, the Rhode 
Island Jewish Young Adult 
Project, will hold a Charity Pizza 
Challenge on Jan. 13 at8 p.m. at 
the Johnson & Wales Culinary 
Museum, Narragansett Boule
vard, Cranston. 

The cost is $10. The price in
cludes pizza and two beverages. 
Half of the proceeds will benefit 
the Bureau of Jewish Education 
Israel Scholarship Fund. 

Those in attendance will have 
the opporturuty to vote for pizza 
from the following places: 
Adesso, Bertucci 's, Bob and 
Timmy' s_ Grilled Pizzeria , 
Caserta Pizzeria, Little Caesars, 
Papa Gino's, Pizza King, Pizza 
Pie-Er and Twins Pizza. 

All pizza will be vegetarian 
kosher-style. R.S.V.P. by Jan. 10 
by callir.g Marci Ingber at 521-

3541. Specify if a kosher pizza is 
required. 

Perspectives is open to adults 
in their mid 20s to mid 30s, ei
ther single or married. The 
group is committed to program
rrung in the areas of philan
thropy/ social action, sports/ 
social and religion/education. 

Recently, Perspectives held a 
trip to Foxwoods Casino, vis
ited the elderly for Chanukah 
and helped out at a local soup 
kitchen on Christmas. 

Some upcorrung events in
clude going to a Providence 
College-Georgetown basketball 
game, a ski trip and a comedy 
night. To get on Perspectives' 
mailing list, call 521-3541 . 

Perspectives is funded 
through a Continuity Grant from 
the Jewish Federation of Rhode 
Island. 

. hDiscover 
t eMeaning 
oiSummer 

Warmth 
4 & 8 Wk Sessions Electives Program 

Mature Slaff Judaic Culture 

Waler Sports Kosher Food 

Land Sports ACA Accredited 

Drama & Music Allordable Fees 

Arts & Cratts Scholarship Aid 

at the Eli and Bessie Cohen Foundation Camps 

lcAMP 
PEMBROKE 
LAKE OLDHAM 

Pembroke. MA 
Girls. Ages 7-16 
Apply now to: 
Pearl Lourie 

508 · 788·0161 

camp 
1iiji 

LAKE POTANIPO 
Brookline. NH 

Coed. Ages 8-16 
Apply now lo: 
David Kramer 

800·433 ·0901 
516 -476 ·3746 

Camp [a 
Tel Noar 

SUNS ET LAK E 
Hampstead , NH 

Coed . Ages 8· 16 
Apply now to: 
Marty w,adro 

508 ·443 ·3655 

For Further Information, Contact: 
The Eh and Bessie Cohen Foundal,on Camps. 

30 Main Street. Ashland. MA 01 721 (508) 88 1-1002 
T1 ad1l1onally lhe Cohen f oundation Camps hll qu,ckty We encouraoe you to call the o,reclor of each 

camp now lo inquire aboul your child s place tor lhe upcom1110 summer 
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MILESTONES 
Bracha Feinsod Steinberg 
Receives Scholarship at PC 

Bracha Feinsod Steinberg of 
Providence was honored re
cently as one of two recipients 
of a Textron Diversity Scholar
ship at the Textron Business 
Forum on Women and Minor
ity Issues, held a t Providence 
College on Oct. 26. 

The Textron Diversity Schol
a rships a re open to all women 
and minority students through
out the southern New England 
region. Recipients of theseschol
arshi ps are awarded an average 
of $2,200 annually to attend the 
Providence College School of 
Continuing Educa tion. 

Steinberg is pursuing a lib
eral arts baccalaureate with ad
d itional certifica tion in elemen
tary and special education. Born 
and raised in Israel, her goals 
;: re founded in Judaism and i ts 

traditions of fami ly, heritage, 
learning and teaching. 

She also directs an organiza-· 
tion for the prevention of slan
derous language, and volun
teers in a women's league to 
prepare and deliver meals for 
those unable to care for them
selves. Her Textron Diversity 
Scholarship will enable her to 
acceler-a te her course work and 
enter the teaching profession 
sooner than she had anticipated. 

The Textron Scholarships 
were mad e possible by the 
company's $1.1 million grant to 
Providence College in 1994 fo r 
the advancement of women and 
minorities. Thegrant is the larg
e~t corpora te contribution ever 
made in the history of the col
lege. 

She's There! She's Everywhere! 
Dr. Ruth Wes theimer presents a bicycle to a Rwandan child 

as part of an American Jewish Joint Distribu tion Committee 
project to facili ta te the provision of vital social and medical 
services in Rwanda, by the donation of 1,000 bicycles. 

Van Liew Trust Company 
Trust Services for the careful stewardship of your assets 

VL,.T is a locally owned and locally based fiduciary 

in busineSs for over a decade. 

·we arc in one business: 

The Trust Business: 

l m ·estment Mana1,:ement 

Li1•inf.: Trusts 

£ state Plannin,: and Settlement 

We offer 1hc services of seasoned professionals who average over 

20 years of experience in their specialties. This depth of accumulaicd 

experience, while unusual 1oday. is a ve ry necessary clemcn1 

in the de livery of higb quali1y Trusl Services. 

If you have manageable asscls of $250,000 or more to invec;I 

and would like to learn murc aboul us, please write or call 

Charles Calverley al Ex1ension 109 for more infomrntion. 

VAN LIEW TRUST COMPANY 
One Regency Plua. Sui1e One. Providence, Rhode Island 02901 

Office 401 -272-2510 Fax 401-272-6590 

Ten Washmg10n Square. Newport, Rhode Island 02840 401-846-5550 

-- -. 

100 Years Young 
Belle Goldstein 50 years ago, during her term as president of AMIT (then called the Mizrachi 

Women's Organiza tion of America), and at a recent luncheon celebrating her 100th birthday. 
AMIT is this country's largest religibus Zionist organization. 

Dr. Mel Yoken Receives 
Teacher of the Year Award------

Dr. Mel B. Yoken, professor 
of French at University of Mas
sachusetts Dartmouth, has been 
chosen as the 1995 recipient of 
the Leo Iv!. Sullivan Teacher of 
the Year Award. 

This award recognizes a col
league who has demonstra ted a 
particular ded ication to students 

through exceptionally merito
rious teaching and advising, and 
is selected by an elected com
mittee of faculty members. 

A UMass Dartmouth faculty 
member since 1966, Yoken pre
viously received La Medaillede 
Vermeil from the French Acad
emy in Paris for his contribu-

tions to the French language and 
cu I ture via his books. They were 
published in Quebec and en
compass a series about living 
French-Canadian authors. 

The banquet, honor ing 
Yoken, was held recently at the 
Hawthorne Country Club in 
North Dartmouth. 

Rabbi Grama Named Director ______ _ 
of Pirchei Agudath Israel 

Rabbi Shimon G ra ma of 
Brooklyn has been named the 
new na tional d irector for Pirchei 
Agudath Israel of America, the 
Orthodox Jewish boys' youth 
m ovem ent - a projec t o f 
Agudath Israel of America. 

Grama is a respected educa
tor who, over a long and distin

_guished history of involvement 
with Pirchei, played an instru
mental role in the successful pro
motion of the annual Pirchei 

~ t :'t:· . . ;,: 

,.tJ>:t>V) a-u:> 

"Mishnayos-Completion Cel
ebration" as well as in the pro
duction of Pirchei's popular re
cordings. 

He lived in Israel for 20 years, 
until 1989, during which time 
he studied at the Kole! Chazon 
!sh in Bnai Brak, w here he 
helped found several Torah in
sti tutions and programs. He 
later founded and served as 
principal of a girls' high school 
in Jerusalem. 

" ,, J'.'I)~ ~ . n,,m t,2:,, 
n.0,n~, 

0'-0~~ 
a,:m, 

CERTIFIE D MO H EL 

19 years of professional experience 

For a Dignified, Meaningful 
Religious Ceremony 

'Vwt as fu A.au~ rnl 
tM cooeMnl, .a too "'°>' he 

trdu k> tM Torah. to 
MO""-op aiad W lood dtttJf.. • 

\ 203-442-0418 (Work) 
203-443-0760 (Residence) 

His experience in both edu
ca tion and administration has 
well p repared Grama for the 
position he now occupies, a po
sition that was filled by Rabbi 
Joshua Silbermintz, the youth 
group's leader for nearly a half
century. 

Since Sibermintz's passing 
nearly two years ago, Agudath 
Israel's Daf Yomi Commission 
coord ina tor Rabbi Avrohom 
Nisan Perl has served as acting 
d irector of Pirchei. · ' 

BUDGET CONSTRUCTION 
Lie. #12851 

Cranston, Rhode Island 

VINYL REPLACEMENT W INDOWS 
Lifetime Warranty 

$149°0 includes normal installation 

up to IOI U.I. 

FREE ESTIMATES 

(40 I) 556-971 4 

HOME CARE 
A referral service for co111panio11s to the elderly since 1967. 

Please call for our free brochure! 

Telephone 401 421! 1213 
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Let Dr. Katz Tickle Your Funny Bone 

today' s hottest comedians. 

.,---. "' 
( , ( ) 

The Leventhal-Sidman Jew
ish Community Center in New
ton Centre, Mass., will present 
"Dr. Katz and Friends" on Jan. 
20 at 8 p.m. and Jan. 21 a t 2 p.m. 

Comedian Jonathan Katz is 
the star and co-creator of "Dr. 
Katz,_ Professional Therapist," 
Comedy Central's firs t a ni
mated .series that focuses on the 
life and sessions of psychiatrist 
Dr. Katz, w hose pa tientsareani
ma ted versions of some of 

Aside from Katz, comedians 
Lew Schneider and Scott 
Blakeman wL!l be performing. 
The program is part of the JCC' ~ 
Concerts on the Campus series. 

Bert Gallery 
Presents 

Two Shows 
A fine arts establishment 

founded to feature significant 
regional American artists, Bert 
Gallery will ·exhibit from Jan. 8 
to March 29, two show s, 
"Women Who Age Well: Early 
20th Century Painte rs" and 
"Paintings by Frank Gasbarro." 

Both shows, one in the front 
gallery and the other in the back, 
will be on view in the gallery's 
location at 540 South Water St. 
in Providence at Corliss Land

·ing. Hours are Monday through 
Sa turdaysll a.m. to5p.m.There 
is no charge for admission. 

"WomenWhoAgeWell:Early 
20th Century Painters" is an op
portunity to see some of the finest 
Rhode Island woman painters 
from the turn of the century. A 
publication on Rhode Is land 
women artists, The Myth of the 
Dilettante, is available for $6: 

Gasbarro has been painting 
in Providence for the last de
cade and is known for his ambi
tious large 6 ft. x 6 ft. canvases. 
These mixed media canvases, 
incorporating oil, pure pigment 
and black board sla te, assume a 
monumental physicality d e
manding theviewer'sa ttention. 
Gasbarronotonly demonstra tes 
a powerful command of color, 
his combination of forms is very 
a lluri ng. 

Auditions in 
Newport 

The Newport Playhouse and 
Cabaret Restaurant is holding 
o pen auditions for the Neil 
Simon comed y "The Ginger 
Bread Lady," on Jan. 9 a t 7 p.m . 
The comedy stars Niki Bruno 
a nd is direc ted by Arthur 
"Bucky" Walsh. 

The Playhouse is looking for 
three males ages 20 to 45 and 
two females ages 20 to SO. All 
actors are paid . For more infor
ma tion, call 848-l'LA Y. 

Announce your wedding 
or engagement 

N in the Herald! JI 
Call 724-0200 

to receive a form 

FRANK GASBARRO'S flux #2, oil on canvas, 28" x 44" 

r--------------------, 
{j) ~- I 

India Cafe & Grill : 
"We Have Arrived" 

FREE 
CHEF'S SPECIAL APPETIZER 

with purchase of any entree. 
Valid w/chis coupon, nor valid w/any other promotions 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

We add spice to your life I 
Hours: Sunday- T hursday 11 am-9 pm, Friday- Saturday 11 am- 10 pm I 

758 Hope Street, Providence ~ 
For take-out 421-2600. ~ L ____________________ J 

Country 
Breakfas 
Buffet 
Sundays 6:30 am - 1:00 pm 

Ticke~ are $16 general ad
mission and $14 for seniors and 
students. This show is filling up 
fast, so seating is limited. Call 
the JCC box office at (617) 965-
5226 for .tickets or more infor
mation. 

Start your Sunday with the all-you-can-eat Country 
Breakfast Buffet at AtJ.drey' sin the Johnson & Wales Inn. 
Our buffet includes: Fresh Fruit and Yogurt Bar, Freshly 
Baked Pastries, Scrambled Eggs, Eggs Rancheros, Break
fast Meats, Homefries, French Toast, Buttermilk Pan
cakes, Broccoli & Cheese Quiche, Juice, Coffee and more. 
Call 508-336-4636. 

Adults ... $7.95 Children Under 10 ... $3.95 

Rts. 114A & 44, Seekonk, MA 

Slwlvcnsmg America's prenner hotel and culmnry imiversittJ 

Experience M edit erra nea n Cuis ine 
At Its Mos t Imag inative 

Now Open 
Call Costanzo for Reservations 

125 north m a in s treet, providence 401.272.2 600 
Valet Pa rking Ava ilable 
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OBITUARIES 
MAX G. BENDER 

PROVIDENCE - Max G. 
Bender, 90,of 508Regency West, 
2 Jackson Walkway, an expe
diter for more than 50 years for 
several area jewelry firms died 
Dec. 28 at Miriam Hospital. He 
was the husband of the la te Dora 
(Make) Bender. 

Born in Russia, a son of the 
late David and Betsy Bender, he 
lived in Providence since 1939, 
previously residing in Detroit. 

He was a member of Temple 
Emanu-El and its Men's Club. 

He leaves a daughter, Carole 
H irschmann of Washing ton, 
D.C.; a son, David Bender of 
Dobbs Ferry, N.Y.; two sisters, 
Lee Koffman and Ida Koffman, 
both of Canada and three grand
children. 

The funeral service was held 
Dec. 31 at the Mount Sinai Me
morial Chapel, 825 Hope St., 
Providence. Burial was in Lin
coln Park Cemetery, Warwick. 

JULIUS COHEN 
FALLRJVER, Mass.-Julius 

Cohen, of Fall River, died Dec. 
29. He was the husband of Sadie 
(Rosput) Cohen. 

In addition to his wife, he is 
survived by two daughters, 
Judith Goodwin of Maryland 
and Marilyn VialeofBoca Raton, 
Fla.; two sisters, Sarah Kretman 
and Ruth Baker of Massachu
setts; three grandchi-ldren and 
two great-grandchildren. 

Graveside services were held 
Dec. 31 at Hebrew Cemetery, Fall 
Ri ver. Arrangements were by 
Max Sugarman Memorial 
Chapel,458HopeSt.,Providence. 

ERi COLE 
FALL RIVER - Eri Cole, 82, 

of 538 Robeson St., died Dec. 30 
at the Fall River Jewish H ome. 
She was the wife of William 
Cole. 

Born inGermany,a daughter 
of the late Sigmund and Leonie 
(Swa rtz) Kahn, she li ved in 
Mahwah, N.J., for 45 years be
fore moving to Fall River three 
weeks ago. 

She was a member of Con
gregation Adas Israel. She was 
a former member of Congrega
tion Sons of Israel in Suffern, 
N.Y. 

Besi des her husband she 
leaves two sons, Allan Cole of 
Boca Raton, Fla., and Lawrence 
Cole of Key Gardens, N.Y.; a 

daug!-,tc=f, Pauieite johnson of 
Somerset; seven grandchi ldren 
and ~ grea t-grandchild . 

A graveside service was held 
Dec. 31 at Hebrew Cemetery. 
Burial followed. Arrangements 
were by Max Sugarman Memo
rial Chapel, 458 Hope St., Provi
dence. 

GERTRUDE DIWINSKY 
BRONX, N.Y. - Gertrude 

Diwinsky, 78, o f 100 W. 
Kingsbridge Rd. , Bronx, N.Y., 
died Dec. 26 at the Montefiore 
Hospi tal in the Bronx. She was 
the wi fe of the late Jerome 
Diwinsky. 

Born in Montreal, a daughter 
of the late Oscar and Fannie 
(Tennenhouse) Cohen, she nad 
lived in Providence for most of 
her life before moving to New 
York three years ago. 

She had been a financial con
sultantand accountantinProvi
dence for many years. She was a 
member of Temple Ema nu-El· 
where she had taught Sunday 
school for many yea rs. She was 
a member ofHadasssah and the 
Pioneer Women. 

She leaves three daughters, 
Lynne Diwinsky of New York, 
Rhea Diwinsky in Israel and 
Faye Yemini of Los Angeles, 

Calif., and nine grandchildren. 
The funeral was held Dec. 29 

at Mount Sinai Memorial 
Chapel, 825 Hope St., Provi
dence. Burial was in Lincoln 
Park Cemetery in Warwick. 

BENJAMIN FACTOR 
CRANSTON - Benjamin 

Factor, 90, of the Scandinavian 
Home, 1811 Broad St., Cranston, 
for the past two-and-a-ha lf 
years, died Dec. 25 at the home. 
He was the husband of the late 
Jenny (Singer) Factor. 

Born in Russia, a son of the 
la te Abraham and Frances Fac
tor, he had lived in Providence 
for most of his life. 

He had been the founder and 
proprietor of the former Benny's 
Menswear Store for 51 years, 
retiring in 1978. He was a mem
ber of the Providence Fraternal 
Association and the Providence 
Free Loan Association. 

He leaves a daughter, Eleanor 
Marrocco; a son, Alfred Factor, 
a lawyer, both of Cranston; four 
grandchildren and five great
grandchildren. 

A private funeral service was 

held Dec. 27. Burial was in Lin
coln Park Cemetery, Warwick. 
Service was coordinated by 
Mount Sinai Memorial Chapel, 
825 Hope St. . Providence. 

STANLEY P. FLINK 
NATICK, Mass. -Stanley P. 

Flink, 65, of 24 Westlake Road, 
Na tick, a former resident of 
Providence, died Dec. 23 at 
Metrowest Medical Center in 
Na tick, Mass. He was the hus
band of Sondra Flink. 

He was born in Providence, a 
son of the la te Samuel and Dor
othy (Maker) Flink. 

He attended the University 
.ofMiami.For20yearshewasan 
industrial trade show special
ist, retiring 5 years ago. 

In addition to his wife, he is 
survived by a son, Henry Flink; 
four sis ters, Rita Zietz and 
Bernice Baker of Hollywood, 
Fla ., Joyce Zimble of Crans ton 
a nd Joa n Rosen of West 
Roxbury, Mass. He was the 
brother of the late Arthur Flink. 

A private funeral service took 
place Dec. 26. Burial was at Lin
coln Park Cemetery. The ser
vice was coordinated by Mount 
Sinai Memoria l Chapel, 825 
Hope St., Providence. 

MYRNA FINN 
PAWTUCKET - Myrna 

(Abramson) Finn, of Pawtucket, 
died on Dec. 28. She was the 
wife of the late Robert Finn. 

She is survived by a daugh
ter,-MarleneFinnGabrielofNew 
York City; two sisters'. Lillian 
Lipsel t of Brookline and Esther 
Fine of Natick, Mass. She also 
leaves nieces, nephewsand their 
families. · 

Services were held a t Levine 
Chapel in Broookline on Dec. 
29. 

ESTHER HARRIS 
WAR WICK - Esther Har

ris, 93, a resident of the Pawtuxet 
Village Nursing Home for the 
last two years and formerly _of 
940 Namquid Drive, Warwick, 
died Dec. 28 at the home. 

Born in Attleboro, Mass., a 
daughter of the late Morris and 
Nellie (Livingston) Sholes, she 
lived in Warwick for more than 
40 years. She was a graduate of 
the former Bryant and Stratton 
Business College, now Bryant 
College. She had been an office 
manager for a wire manufactur
ing company in Boston and she 

For over 40 years, the owner of Mount Sinai Memorial Chapel... 
Mitchell ... has served Rhode Island Jewish families over "8,000 times ... 
as a professional Jewish funeral director ... as did his father and 
grandfather since the 1870s ... with honesty 
and integrity. 

One of the reasons why the majority of 
Rhode Island Jewish families call 

MOUNT SINAI 
MEMORIAL CHAPEL 

331-3337 
825 Hope at Fourth Streets 

Pre-need counseling with tax-free 
payment planning available. 

Please call for your 
New Year calendar. 

From out of state call: 
1-800-33 1-3337 

Only R.I. Jewish Funeral Home that is a member of the national Jewish 
Funeral Directors of America and certified by R.I. Board of Ra~bis. 

had been a plant manager for a 
silk mill in Pawtucket. She had 
been a m anager of Sholes 
Riverview Roller Rink in Boston. 

She was a former member of 
Temple Torat Yisrael of 
Cranston and a former member 
o f Temp le Am Da vid in 
Warwick. She was a member of 
Pioneer Women. She was a life 
member of the Women's Asso
ciation of the Jewish Home for 
the Aged. She was a member of 
the Cranston Senior Guild and a 
member of the Majestic Senior 
Guild. She was a member of the 
Warwicl<Social Seniors. She was 
an avid reader. 

She leaves a son, Elliot Har
ris,ofSan Diego, Calif.;a brother, 
Leonard J. Sholes, of Cranston; 
three sisters, Bessie Lipson of 
Warwick, Evelyn Kagan of 
Quincy, Ma ss., and Alyce 
Guthart of Newington, Conn.; 
two grandchildren and four 
grea t-grandchildren. She was 
the sister of the late Sampson 
Sholes and the late Bertha Aron. 

The funeral service was held 
Dec. 31 at Mount Sinai Memo
rial Chapel, 825 Hope St., Provi
dence. Burial was in Lincoln 
Park Cemetery in Warwick. 

WILLIAM RUBIN 
PROVIDENCE - William 

Rubin, 89, of 1166 North Main 
St., a salesman for the former 
Adams Drug Stores for IO years 
before retiring, died Dec. 28 at 
Miriam Hospital. He was the 
husband of Mabel (Beck) Rubin. 

A lifelong Providence resi 
dent, he was a son of the late 
Samuel a nd Lena (Henick) 
Rubin. 

He had been a self-employed 
poultry dealer for many-yea rs. 
He was a member of Congrega
tion Sons of Zion. 

Besides his wife, he leaves 
two brothers, Alexander Rubin 
of Cranston and Harold Rubin 
of Providence, and a sister, 
Rachel Webber of Providence. 
He was the brother of the late 
Irving and Abraham Rubin. 

A graveside service was held 
Dec.29at LincolnParkCemetery. 
Arrangements were by Max 
Sugarman Memorial Chapel, 458 
Hope St, Providence. 

ETTA JANE SCHAEFFER 
PROVIDENCE - Etta Jane 

Schaeffer, 68, of 135Sayles Ave., 
owner:of the Bargain Closet for 
24 years before retiring two 
years ago, died Dec. 20 at the 
Philip Hulitar Hospice Inpatient 
Center in Providence. She was 
the wife of Sidney H. Schaffer. 

Born in Provide11ce, she was 
a daughter of the late Barnett 
and Katherine (Sirk) Falcofsky. 

She was a graduate of the 
Wilson School in Boston. She 

was an X-ray technician at the 
former Charles Chapin Hospi
tal in Providence, and a volun
teer at Hasbro Children's Hos
pital. She was a member of 
Temple Emanu-El. She was a 
_!llember of Hadassah. 

Besides her husband, she 
leaves three daughters, Leslie 
Lynn Clark of Seekonk, Mass., 
Sandra H . Abrams of Warwick 
and Ellen B. Schaeffer of Foster; 
a sister, Roslyn Markoff of 
Pawtucket, and four grandchil
dren. 

The funeral washeldJan.1 at 
the Max Sugarman Memorial 
Chapel, 458 Hope St., Provi
dence. Burial was in Lincoln 
Park Cemetery in Warwick. 

GERTRUDE STEINHARDT 
PROVIDENCE - Gertrude 

Steinhardt, 78, of 104 Governor 
Bradford Dri ve, Barrington, 
died Dec. 25 at Rhode Island 
Hospital. She was the widow of 
Allan Steinhardt. 

Born in Brooklyn, N.Y., a 
daughterof the late Samuel ;md 
Sarah Brand , she lived in 
Barrington for 26 years. She pre
viously lived in New Rochelle, 
N.Y. 

She was a member of the 
League of Women Voters. 

She leaves two sons, Andrew 
Steinhardt of Sterling, Mass., 
and Kenne th Steinhardt of 
Milford, Mass.; two brothers, 
Leonard Brand of Englewood 
Cliffs, N .J ., George Brand.of Hol
lywood, Fla., and five grand-
children. · 

The funeral was held Dec. 29 
at the chapel of Swan Point Cem
etery in Providence. The service 
wascoordinated by MountSinai 
Memorial Chapel, 825 Hope St., 
Providence. 

SAMUEL Y. WEISER 
PROVIDENCE- Samuel Y. 

Weiser, 93, of 225 New London 
Ave., Cranston, an employee of 
Morton's Shoe Store in West 
Wai:.wick for 19 years before re
tiring in 1980, died Dec. 29 at 
Miriam Hospital. He was the 
husband 0f Josie (Horowitz) 
Weiser. · 

Born in Russia, a son of the late 
Louis and Nettie (Goverman) 
Weiser, he li ved in Providence 
before moving to Cranston in 
1966._ 

He also worked at Ann & 
Hope and the Gob Shop. He 
was a member of Temple Torat 
Yisrael, Congregation Shaare 
Zedek, the South Providence 
Hebrew Free Loan Association, 
and the Jewish Federation of 
Rhode Island. He was a mem
ber of the former Olneyville 
Hebrew Club and the Cranston 
Senior Guild. 

(Continued on Page 15) 

Max Sugarman 
Memorial Chapel 

<..,;\. Certified btJ the 
<i ~} R.I. Board of Rabbis 

Lewis J. Bosler 

Rhode Island's Oldest Jewish Funeral Home 
458 Hope Street, Providence 

(Comer of Doyle An,1111e) 

331-8094 
Out of State: 1-800-447-1267 

Call for our 110-mo11ey-daum, pre-need pla11s. 
Ask for your free 5756 (1995-1996) cale11dar. 
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He leave; his wife. 
A graveside service was held 

Dec. 31 a t Lincoln Park Cem
etery in Warwick. Arrange
ments were by Max Sugarman 
Memorial Chapel, 458 Hope St., 
Providence. 
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PPAC Announces Change of Show 
Eight performances of "An

drew Lloyd Webber's Music of 
the Night ," sta rring Co lm 
Wilkinson, will replace theorigi
na lly scheduled show, ''.The 
Music of Andrew Ll oyd 

Webber." The dates and times 
for "Music of the Night" are 
exactly the same as those for 
"The Music of Andrew Lloyd 
Webber," Feb. 13 to 18, 

CLASSIFIED 
ENTERTAINMENT 

STEVE YO KEN ENTERTAINMENT - Profes· 
sional master of ceremonies and disc jockey. 
Bar/bat ·mitzvah specialists. Candlelighting 
ceremony, contests and prizes included. 
Fall River (508) 679·1545. 5/2/96 

FOR SALE 

JOB WANTED 

ELDERLY CARE: compani~n. housekeeper. 
cooking, errands. References. Available 24 
hou rs. 942-2643. 1/11 /96 

PLEASANT, CLEAN, hard:working woman 
will do housework and other chores. Refer
ences. Call 751-2322: 1/ 11 /96 

NURSE'S AID desires private duty. Depend
able. References. 333-5807. If not home, 
leave message. 1/11/96 

AOL Releases Top Ten List-----
NORTH PROVIDENCE-lmmaculate3-bed- · 
room ranch. Ti le, oak and tormica kitchen' 
Brick wet bar. Alarmed! Newly painted exte
rior. $114,000 or best. 233-2424. 1/25/96 PERSONAL 

The Anti-Defamation League 
has released its list of the 1995 Top 
Ten Events. That list includes: 

• The assassination of Is
raeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin ·by right-wing Israeli 
extremist Yigal Amir. Rabin, 73, 
was shot as he departed a rally 
in support of the peace process 
that was attended by more than 
100,000 p eople in Tel Aviv. 
Amir, the self-confessed assas
sin and 25-year-o ld opponent of 
the peace process, was appre
hended immediately. 

• The militia-related terror
ist bombing of the Alfred P. 
Murrah Federal Building in 
Oklahoma City, Okla.; killed 
169 people and injured more 
than 500. The alleged perpetra
to rs, Timothy McVeigh and 
Terry Nichols, are a i:1ti-govern
ment ex tremists reportedly 
linked to the Michigan Militia. 

• The Million Man March 
of black men led by outspoken 
anti-'Semite and racist, Minis
ter Louis Farrakhan of the black 
separatist Nation of Islam. 
While AOL.expressed support 
for the African-An1erican com
munity to come together to ad
dresssevere problems plaguing 
their communi ty, it expressed 
concern tha t the march was 
tainted by the leadership of 
Farrakhan. 

• The continued progress of 
the Israel-Palestinian Libera
tion Organization peace pro
cess. On Sept. 28, 1995, at the 
White House Israeli Prime Min
ister Yitzhak Rabin and PLO 
leader Yasser Arafat signed the 
"Oslo II" agreement on extend
ing Palesti ni an autonomy 
through the West Bank and call
ing for Israeli withdrawa l from 
seven West Bank cities. In De
cember, Arafa t announced that 
elections for a Palestinian Coun
cil will be held on Jan. 22. Also 
in December, Peres developed a 
10-point plan for renewed ne
gotiations with Syria.· 

• The increase in racially 
motivated violence. Seven in
nocent people d ied in the ra
cia lly and religiously motivated 
Harlem massacre. Rowland J. 
Smith Jr. , a protester in a cam-

paign to drive the Jewish white- seminate and promote propa
owned Freddy's Fashion Mart ganda of religious and racia l 
~rom the community, walked divisiveness. 
into the store allegedly shout- . • The U.S. Supreme Court's 
ing racial and <! nti-Semitic epic landmark decisions oh affir
thets, opened fire and se t the mative action and on racially 
builc:ling ablaze. based electoral districts. The 

• Israel was hit hard by the court in Adarand Constructors v. 
continuationoflslamicextrem- Pena called into question the 
isl terror. Islamic extremist sui- consti tutionality of numerous 
cide-bombers killed 21 Israelis "affirmative action" set-aside 
and wounded more than 60 in programs. Noting tha t rac:e
Beit Lid in centra l Israel. In the based government actions jeop
Gaza Strip an Islamic Jihad su i- ardize individual equal protec-. 
cide bombing of an Israeli pub- tion rights guaranteed by the 
lie bus killed seven Israeli so l- Constitution, the Court ruled 
diers and Jewish-American s tu- that such set-asides must be nar
dent , Alisa Fla tow. A terrori st- rowly tai lored and serve a com
detona ted bomb on a bus in Tel pellings tate interest. In the tase 
Aviv killed seven Israelis and of Miller v. Johnson, the U.S. Su
injured more than 30. A Hamas premeCourtruled thatracecan
suicide bomber's detonation of not be used as the "predomi
an explosive on a -bus in Jerusa- nant factor" in drawing election 
!em, kill ed fiv e, including distri ct boundaries. 
American teac her, Joan · 
Davenny, and injured 100. · George Delury 

(Continued from Page 4) 

GUTTERS 

COMPLETE GUTTER CLEAN.ING and r,epair 
service, all size homes. Statewide. Call Mr. 
Gutter Clean & Repair. ( 401 ) 354-6725. Lie. 
#11-847. Insured . 3/14/96 

HELP WANTED 

COMPANION/LIVE IN for elderly woman, light 
housekeeping and cooking duties, room 
and board and meals in exchange for ser
vices . References required . Re]lly to Class 
Box No. 2. 1/4/96 . 

tor - or even the patient him
self - may fee l otherwise. 

The Delury diary reminds us 
that life and dea th decisions are 
often made in the stifling claus
trophobic atmosphere of per
sonal desperation and inter-per
sona l frustration. 

The danger that one's subjec
ti ve consid era tions will con
sciously or subconsciously in
fluence such decisions - "I 
don't want to bea burden on my 

• President Clinton's issue 
of an Executive Order freezing 
the assets in the United States 
of Middle East-based terrorist 
groups a!1d banning charitable 
contributions to them. Among 
th e groups affected we re 
Hamas, Hezbollah, a nd Islamic 
Jihad . 

from taking affirmative s teps to fami ly;" "I no longer have the 
erid life, but a lso to take affirma- streng th to care for this person"; 
tive steps to preserve li fe. "We won't be able to afford the 

This is admittedly an area of new care if we. pay for 24-hour 
consid erable complexity tha t nursingcare";"Wewon'tbeable 
does not lend it~elf to vague to met our day-school tuition 
generalities and requires care- payments if we pay for 24-hour 
fu l , case-by-case consulta tion nursing care'.'; etc. , etc. - is pal
wi th a competent halachic au- pable. 

• The conviction of Islamic 
extremists-for plotting "war of 
urban terrorism." A federa l jury 
convicted 10 Islamic militants 
on 48 of 50 seditious'conspira.cy 
charges stemming from a fai led 
plot to bomb the United Na
tions headquarters, Hudson 
River commuter crossings and 
other New York City landmarks. 

•• The serious exploitation 
of the Internet byneo-Nazi and 
other anti-Semites and racists. 
The Internet is being used to 
recruit new members and dis-

thori ty-whichiswhy Agudath "Aseh lecha Ra v," advised 
Israel of America developed its Chaza l, "Accept for yourself a 
"Halachic Li ving Will"_ but I teacher" - to teach objective 
think it fair to say that ha lacha's principles of halachi.c tight and 
emphasis is on the sanctity of wrong, obviously, but also to 

·hJman Ii fe as opposed to the save us from the dangers of our 
quality of human life; and that ownsubjectivelyfeverishcount-
halacha willofteninsistonmedi- · ~d_o_w_n_s. ________ ___, 
cal intervention to keep a per
son alive even in situa tions 
where a patient's fami ly or doc-. $5.60 

THAl'.'S A LL IT COST S TO 
REACH OUR READERS . 

CALL 724-0200 FOR MORE INFO 

LOOKING FOR THAT ROMANTIC SOMEONE! 
This single Jewish male :._ late 30's-seeks 
late 20's to mid 30's si"ngle Jewish female. 
She should be sincere. unpretentious, ~ar
ing , sen,sitive and loving. Good conversation 
and laughter due. Widespread interest. Look
ing for that special someone for life's com
mitment. Class Box No. 3 1/4/96 

REAL ESTATE 

FLORIDA REAL ESTATE. W.P.B. Lands of 
\he President. Golf. tennis. country club -
P.B. Mall. airport . theaters. restaurants. 1, 2 
& 3 bedrooms, from $40s and up. Call Fran 
Swartz (407) 689-9698 . .Realtor-associate. 
Cole Real Estate. 1/25/96 

SERVICES RENDERED 

COPPERFIELD'S PAINTING, paper hanging, 
carpentry, insulation. Reasonable rates. Since 
1983. Call David at 274-2348. 2/29/96 

CLASSBOX 
CORRESPONDENCE TO: 
ClassBox No. 
The R.I. Jewish Herald 
P.O. Box 6063 
Providence, R.I. 02940 

R.I. Jewish Herald classified ads cost $3 for 
15 words or less. Addi tional words cost 12 
cents each. Payment must be received by 
Monday at 4 p.m., prior to the Thursday 
when the ad is schedu led to appear. 

'This newspaper will not, knowingly, accept 
any advertising for real estate which is in 
violat ion of the R.I. Fair Housing Act and 
Section 804 (C) ofTitle VIII of the 1968 Civi l 
Rights Act. Our readers are hereby informed 
that all dwelling/housing accommodations 
advertised in th is newspaper are available 
on an equal opportun ity basis. 

, //41,;, .. rn < //. 0,cl,eco, [ll. C. 
Registered Electrolqgist 

· Day & Evening Appointments Available 
Disposable Probes 

1683 Fall River Ave. , Rt. 6 
Seekonk, MA 0277 I • (508) 336-5180 

BUDGET CONSTRUCTION 
Cranston, Rho.de Island 

JANE R. COHEN, FLUTIST 
Classical and religious flute 
performance with harp or 
guitar accompaniment. 
FOR YOUR SPECIAL OCCASION NEEDS. 

(401) 828-1067 

,-~ -----. ------- · ----7 
All Types of Home lmprovament 

Specializing in Kitchens & Baths 
Free Estimates • Lie. # i 2851 

(40 I) 556-9714 

PAULENE .111:WELERS 
fine and Estau; Jewelry Appraising 

274-9460 

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 

Amnl~•n 

eREDBALL ......,,,,,.,,...,.,, 
PLEASE CALI: FOR A FREE ESTIMATE 

eonnMEIIS' NOffll(i 
. 78S·Olt2 

Antique Refinishing 
PROFESSIONAL STRIPPING ii 

REGLUEING • REPAIRS 
CALLSHAF . 

434-0293 • 458-7306 
· Free Estimates • Pick-Up, Delivery 

'° GE1 ORGANIZED 
ORGANIZATIONAL 
SOLUTIONS FOR 
HOME&WORK 

Douglas R. Victor 
401-521-0546 

NEIL GREENFELD 
GENERAL CONTRACTOR 

783-0519 
Home !mprovements 
New Construction 
Taking Care Of All 

Your !luilding Needs 

~ Lie. #4200 

RHODE ISLAND JEWISH HERALD 

CLASSIFIEDS 
15 words for $3.00 • 12¢ each additional word 

Category 
Message 

Name 
Address 

Phone 
No. Words Date(s) Run ________ _ 

I 
I 
I 
I 
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I 
I 
I 

To Include a box number, send an additional $5.00. All responses I 
will be mailed to the Herald via box number, and forwarded to clas- I 
sffied advertiser. Payment MUST be received by Monday afternoon, PRIOR to 
U1e Thursday on which the ad 1s lo appear 10% discount given tor ads runrnng I 
cont,nuously !or one year 

Th k \( RHODE ISLAND JEWISH HERALD I an 100. P.O. BOX 6063, PROVIDENCE, R.I. 02940 I 
L-----------------~--~ 

1 



I 

/ 

• 

16- THE RHODE ISLAND JEWISH HERALD, THURSDAY, JANUARY 4, 1996 

Reform Jewish Women Combat 
Violence and Sex in the Media· 
The Women of Reform Juda

ism, representing more than 
600 Reform Jewish congre

ga tional sisterhoods throughout 
the United States and Canada, 
has urged ifs membership to join 
in organized efforts to protest · 
violence and sex in the media. 

In a resolution passed at its 
40th biennia l assembly in A t
la nta, the group was sharply 
critical of b6th print and televi
sion journalism. It charged that 
too m a n y pa p ers in North 
America tri via lize and editori
alize news and give front page 
coverage to violent and sensa
tional events while "burying im
portant informa tion" in the in
side pages. 

The resolution lashed out a t 
the transmission of unveri fi ed 
information and conjecture, cit
ing the "false, inflammatory at 0 

tribu tion of the O k.l_a homa Fed
e ra l Bu ildin g bo mbin g to 
Middle-Eastern terroris ts" as a 
case in point. 

g 

Some of the organization's 
sharpest criticism was reserved 
for television, which it accused · 
of broadcasnn·g "a deluge of 
crime and brutality in entertain
ment read ily available to chi!-. 
d ren" and ofusing "gratuitously 
sexual images." 

Judi th 0 . Rosenkra n z of 
Tampa, Fla., president of the 
Wom en of Reform Judaism, 
noted that "m edia execu tives 
argue tha t there is no proven 
causa tive relationship between 
TV violence and anti-social be
havior, they nevertheless try to 
convince their ad vertisers that 
TV ads do affect viewer behav
ior by boosting sa les." 

Rosenkranz was especially 
critical of "gangsta rap," which 
she described as "a particularly 
heinous form of rap music be
cause of its racist, pornograhic 
and brutal language and images." 

In its resolution, WRJ urged 
families to use recently devel
oped technology, such as the 

t 
r 

h 
e 

e 
a 

"V-Chip" to superv ise 
children's viewing habits and 
to "organize an ad vocacy cam
paign in theSisterhoodand con
gregation and join with com
m u nity coalitions to convey 
their d is tress w ith entertainment 
media to the highest corpora te _ 

.. levels and the communi ty_." 
The policy declara tion also 

ca lled for an expansion of me
dia efforts to develop industry
wide standards and announced 
support for "legisla tive and. ju
dicial measures regarding vio

_lence and pornography on TV 
and in other entertainment me
dia viewed or heard by chil
dren." Butit cautioned tha t such 
measures should not . infringe 
on constitutiona l or huma n 
rights. 

The resolution also urged all 
on-line systems to set standards 
or to provide parents w ith the 
means to limit their children's 
access to areas that the parents 
consider appropriate. 

t 
• • 1ma _g1n e 
SALE ' • STARTS 10 AM SATURDAY, JANUARY 6 

UP TO 505 OFF ALL FALL/WINTER 
SPORTSWEAR & PARTYWEAR 

• _imagine • a st_ore for preteen girls • 

• 618 Hammond Street• Chestnut Hill• (617) 731-1720 • 
• Tues. thru Fri. 11-5 • Sat. 10-6 • Sun. 1-5 

Chatting Over Latkes 
Hershey Rosen (right), president of the Jewish Fed era tion of 

Rhode Island, chats w ith participants a t the Chanukah party 
held a t the Jewish Family Service Kosher Mealsite in Cranston 
on Dec. 21 . Photo courtesy of Roberta Segal and Associates 

Rabbi Lieber 
(Continued from Page 1) 

rah "is every bit as good as the 
Christian Scripture." 

For example," Hertz wanted 
to prove that "an eye for an eye" 
sometimes cited by Christians . 
to show a lack of mercy in Juda
ism - was never meant to be 
taken litera lly. 

The chief rabbi was also try
ing to convince a younger, more 
educa ted generation ofJ ews that 
Torah was still relevant. 

"The younger Jews in En
gland," said Lieber, "felt the Bible 
represented an earlier age that 
was superseded by science." 

This led to passages such as 
one explaining that each day of 
crea tion was not actua lly 24 
hours. 

"With Hirn, a thousand years, 
nay a thousand thousand ages, 
are but as a day that is past," 
Hertz wrote. 

In a ddition, Lieber said , 
0Hertz' s remarks on a number of 
issues reflect the consciousness 

of am>ther age. 
He comments, for example, 

on the biblical ban on homo
sexual sex by labeling the act 
"this unnatural vice" and one of 
the "unna tural abominations." 

Hertz's views toward the laws 
of the "niddah;' or menstruating 
woman, laws that prohibit hus
bands and wives from having 
sex during menstruation,indude: 
"They have fostered racial sanity 
and well7being, and have proved 
asfavorable to hygieneas to mor
als. The overwhelming majority 
of Jewish women still live, thank 
G-d, under the 'yoke' of these 
laws- to theirown goodand the 
biologic good o f the Jewish 
people." 

Lieber cautioned that the new 
commentary obviously will not 
alter the Torah. He added that he 
does not know yet how the raJ; 
bis and scholars will deal with 
the now-controversial verses re
garding male homosexuality . . 

"We' re not going to change 
the biblical text," he said. "But 
we' ll try to reinterpret it in the 
light of what we know today." 

ANNOUNCE YOUR WEDDING OR ENGAGEMENT IN rnE HERALD 
CALL 724-0200 TO RECEIVE A FORM 

Areyouready 
for the future? 
Retirement, vacations, graduations are all happy times in 
our lives. 
But we also must be prepared for what comes next. 
Making sure that your family is taken care of is something 
that should not be taken for granted. 
At Halperin & Lax, ltd., we listen, research and observe all 
the needs and means you make available to us. 
We will establish a plan that will grant you peace of mind. 

Call for an appointment. 401-738-2350. 

I 
HALPERIN & LAX, ltd. 
A Complete Financial Service Company 

335 CENTERVILLE ROAD, WARWICK, RHODE ISLAND 02886 

LAWRENCE M. HALPERIN MARVIN WILLIAM LAX 
Securities offered through Homor, Townsend & Kent. Inc., Horsham, Pennsylvania 


