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Lubavitch Movement is in Turmoil 
by Debra Nussbaum Cohen 

NEW YORK ()TA) - Rabbi 
Shmuel Butman, the outspoken 
Lubavitch Chasid who has been 
leading the effort to convince 
people tJia t the late Menachem 
Mendel Schneerson is the Mes
siah, is said to have been fired 
from his job running the 
Lubavitch Youth Organiza tion. 

Contradictory messages are 
streaming in from leaders a nd 
spokesmen for various pro
grams within the Lubavitch 
movement. Each spokesman 
claims to have inherited an au
thoritative interpretation of the 
late rebbe's vision for his orga
nization, and each says tha t the 
rebbe charg~d him with carry· 
ing out his wishes. 

The disagreement, of which 
Butman's case is a sympton, 
is getting more bitter as it be
comes more public and reveals 
deep disagreements in the 
Lubavitch movement over 
whether Schneerson should be 
promoted as the Messia h. 

Schneerson died on June 12, 
1994, two years after he suffered 
a stroke that seemed to incapaci
tate him, though his fol!owers 

continued to go to him for ad
vice on a wide range of subjects . 

Many still seek their rebbe's 
heavenly intercession and go to 
the cemetery in New York where 
he is buried, to pray and to leave 
notes on his grave, asking for his 
help. 

Butman himself claims he has 
not been fired . His version of-the 
story is backed by one board 
member of the Lubavitch Youth 
Organization,anoutreachgroup 
sponsored by one of two· um
brella Lubavitch organizations. 

But another board member 
says that Butman was fired , and 
this opinion has been confirmed 
by Rabbi Yehuda Krinsky, who, 
as directorofMachne Israel, one 
of the umbrella groups, is tech
nica lly Butman's lioss. 

The board ofLubavitch Youth 
sent Butman a letter on Feb. 5 
saying that they were firing him 
because,despite repeated warn
ings, he failed to submit reports 
of income and expenses for the 
last two years. 

The letter, written in Hebrew, 
also gave as a reason for his dis· 
missa l the fact that he was using 
fax and phone lines of the 

Lubavitch YoutlTOrganization to 
promote his message that the 
rebbe is the Messfah .. 

This !)1essage is one that some 
within Lubavitch are deeply 
opposed to. 

Butman says the whole epi
sode was just a misunderstand
ing, and was ironed out in a 
meeting with board members. 
"I am not fired ," he said, from 
his home in Crown Heights. 

"We had a certain dispute, to 
straighten out some things of 
organiza tional matters. It's not 
a question of financial records. 
There's no dismissa l whatso· 
ever," he continued. "We drank 
'l'chaim.' We worked -it out 100 
percent." 

He sa id he promised to keep 
tht:_ work of the youth organiza
tion completely separate from 
the business of the International 
C~mpaign to Bring Moshiach. 

However, " ... I was not pre
cluded from working on both," 
Butman said. 

He described the work of the 
Lubavitch YouthOrganizationas 
" the outreach arm of the 
Lubaviti:h movement, which 

(Continued on Page 19) 

Dr. Rabbi Shalom Paul Coming · 
Temple Torat Yisrael will sponsor a three-day program on 

"Sparks Beneath the Surface," under the leadership of Dr. 

Here's One Mor.e Chance to be Heard · · P- aul_, inM-arc_h.S-eeJ_ewis-hC-omm-uru_·typ---=----'-age---'sfor~det-ails._ _ Photo co11rtesy of Temple Torat Yisrael 

There will bea meeting about 
the Jewish Home for the Aged 
on Feb. 29 at 5 p .m. in the audi
torium of the Ca nnon Bldg., 3 
Capi tol Hill , Providence. (The 
building is part of the Rhode 
Island Department of Hea lth .) 

This meeting is open to all 
those who wish to comment on 
theapplicationofHillside Health 

Center Associates (represented in 
negotiations heretofore by An· 
thony Giordano) to renova te the 
faci lity, specifica lly 236 beds. 

It is not clea r, from the tegal 
notice we read in the Feb. 20 
Providence Journal, how far-rang· 
ing these comments may be, but 
it seems clear to us that if y~u 
care about the future of the 

home, this is your chance to 
lea rn more, and say more. 

The building is handicapped 
accessible. Hearing impaired 
persons should ca ll 277-2788 by 
Feb.· 27 to receive interpreter 
assistance. 

For more information on the 
meeting or application, ca ll 277-
2788 . . 

AJSS "Campers" and Governor King of Maine Celebrate 
The American Jewish Society for Service selects three projec ts every summer as sites for Jewish 

teens to make a difference in someo ne's life. Las t summer, this group completed a projec t in the 
town of For t Fairfield, Maine, which had been devastated by floops.See jewish Community pages 
for details on applying for 1996 projects. P/1otoco11rtesyof A/55 

Religious, Arab. Voters 
Wooed in ·Israel 

by Gil Sedan . 
JERUSALEM ()TA) - In the 

three months leading up to 
Israel's nationa l elections, the 
Hebrew ·politica l lexicon will 
adop t some importan t new 
words. · 

More and morepoliticians
a nd not necessarily those who 
put on tefi llin every morning 
will make use of terms such as 
"be'ezra t haSh-m" (with G-<l's 
help) and "bli neder" (without 
making a formal vow) a nd 
sprinkle their speeches with bib· 
lica l references as they make 
appea ls for votes. 

Am~ng them will be Prime 
Minis ter Shimon Peres a nd 
Likud leader Benjamin Netan
yahu, who will be seeking to 
attract Israel's religious vo ters 
as they go head-to-head in the 
country's first direct vote for the 
premiership. 

The two candida tes ar~ in
vesting a lot of effort - and 
money - in tryi ng to woo the 
religious vo te, which has the 
potential to elect some 16 to J8 
Knesse t members. 

They are a lso lau nching a 
similar effort to attract the Is
raeli Arab vo te, which ca n fill 12 
Knesset sea ls. 

After meeting wit h Peres, 

Netanyahu to_ld reporters that 
May 28 seemed to be a date La
bor and Likud could ·agree on 
for hold ing early elections. The 
Knesse t was expected to pass 
legislation dissolving itself and 
setting the elections date soon. 

These elections will be differ· 
ent from all previous Israeli elec
tions in that there wi ll be two 
separate ballo ts - one for the 
premiership, the other for the 
Knesset. 

It is commonly accepted that 
wi th the di rect election of the 
prime minister, the elected can
didate will find it much easier to 
form a coa lition tha n in the past, 
when success often depend ed 
on the suppor t of individual 
Knesse t members. 

Asa result, the campaign wi ll 
focus more than ever before on 
the personAlities of the two can· 
didates for the premiership. 

Whether they are appealing 
for the religious vote or seeki ng 
the support of Israeli Arabs, 
Peres and Netanyahu will have 
to adjust thei r vocabulary for 
the cons tituencies whose sup· 
port they seek. 

In this vein, Netanyahu has 
reportedly refrained during the 
past year from <'ntcring d nv 11011· 

(Conlinut.'Ci on l'.,g"' 19) 
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INSIDE THE OCEAN STATE 

Rhode .Island to Hold 
Workout for Hope 

Raising Funds for HIV/ 
AIDS and Cancer Research 

Rhode Island will be hosting 
Workout for Hope-America's 
largest and most dynamic health 
and fitness event-from 11 a.m. 
to2 p .m.onApril21 at the New
port Marriott Hotel. 

Registrationbegi ns at10a.m. 
Leading the Rhode Island 

group's workout will be chair
person Lisa Waagenbach. 

Workbut for Hope, a united 
force supporting HIV/ AIDS 
and related cancer research a t 

. the City of Hope national medi
cal Center and Beckman Re
search Institute, began eight 
years ago in Sari Francisco. The 
event has grown to include more 
than 70 cities nationwide. 

Participantscollectdonations· 
in the weeks prior to the event 
and then work out from one to 
three hours on event day with 
the top fitness teams in their 
area. 

A minimumof$50isrequired 
to participate, and.MasterCard 
and Visa will be accepted for 
contributionsmadeattheevent. 

City of HoP.e began in 1913 
when volunteer raised two tents 
in the Southern California desert 
as a h;tven for those stricken 
with tuberrnlosis. 

Today, the City of Hope 
Medical Center and the 
Beckman Research Institute are 
internationally recognized insti
tutions which touch the lives of 

· millions of people everywhere. 
In fact, many of the procedures 
used in th~ medical centers 
throughout the world were pio
neered or perfected there. 

The event has something for 
everyone with a host of fitness 
activities including aerobics, cir
cuit training, weights, walking, 
running, in-line skating, step 

and slide. Many cities also are 
incorporating additional work
outssuchasaqua-aerobics,coutt 
sports, yoga, t'ai chi and a spe
cial "Workout for Kids" pro
gram. 

There are no endurance tests 
or records to beat, as everyone 
exercises at his or her own pace. 

"Workout for Hope offers 
exercise enthusiasts a way to 
stay fit, have fun and help oth
ers," said Cecilia Coopera, di
rector of City of Hope's Work
out for Hope campaign. 

The City of Hope National 
Medical Center and Beckman 
Research institute, located in 

Durate, 25 miles Northeast of 
downtown Los Angeles, is re
nowned for its treatment and 
research to combat leukemia 
and other forms of cancer, dia
betes, HIV/ AIDS and another 
life-threatening illnesses. The 
workconductedatCityofHope 
touches the lives of millions of 
individuals of all ages every
where, including Rhode Island. 
Many of the leading treatments 
used in local medical centers 
today were pioneered at City of 
Hope. By collaborating on 
projects with medical leaders in 
the Rhode Island area City of 
Hope physicians and scientists 
are able to find treatments and 
cures for major illnesses. · 

Sponsor forms can be picked 
up at all Bob's Stores locations. 

To find. out more about the 
City of Hope efforts o·r for.event 
information and registration 
forms, call (800) 454-0780. 

· SUBSCRIBE! 
Call 724-0200 for details 

Join thousands of readers 
who know what's going 
on in the Rhode Island 
Jewish Community, .. 

Subscribe to the 

HHODI 
ISlAND 
.JIWISH 

Timely features, local and social 
events, editorials and business 
profiles highlight every issue ... 
you also get special holiday and 
seasonal issues. 

Don't mi55 a 5in~lo ono! 
Return the fonn below to subscribe ... HIHAlD 
-------------------7 

1PLEASE BEGIN MY SUBSCRIPTION FOR.:. I 
: Rhode Island.Mailing• DI year$15 O2years$30 I 

Out-of-State Mailing O I year $20 0 2 years $40 I 
I Senior Citizen (62+), R.I. Mailing• 0 I ye,ar$12 O2years$24 
I Senior Citizen (62+ ), Out-of-State Mailing O I year$16 0 2 years $32 I 
I Name __________________ I 
I Address _________________ I 
1 _____________ 1 

I I Pho1111 _________________ I 

I Mail check to. R I. Jewish Herald, P.O. Box 6063, Providence, R I 02940-6063 I 
: *If you are a Rhode Islander and wish to have your subscription· fonvarded to an I 
1 out-of-state address for any pan of the year, you must pay the out-of-state rate:J 
L--------------- --

Women & Infants' Center Plans March Events 
A good massage can relieve 

the tension and stress of every
day life. Couples and pairs are 
invited to attend a Massage 
Therapy Workshop on Feb. 26 
from 7 to 9 p.m. at Women's &
Infants Fiospital. The fee is $15 
per person/$25 per couple or 
pairs. To register, call the cen
ter, 767-2344. 
· The center is also offering· a 
Yoga Class for Beginners on 
Friday evenings, starting on 
March 8 from 7 to 8:30 p.m. The 
cost is $60 for a six-week series. 

The regular Intermediate 
Yoga class will begin a newses
sion on March 4 from 7 to 8:30 
p.m. For more information, call 
the center. 

leadership of BeautiControl 
Image consultant Olga Hawwa, 
participants will learn skin and 
color analysis, and make-up 
application. Thecostis$15. Pre
registration is necessary as space 
is very limited.Call the center at 
767-2344 to sign up·. 
. A free lecture on March 5 

from 7 to 9 p.m·., will address the 
iss·ue of "Stress Headaches: 
WhatCanido Without Medica
tion?" 

Roseanne Lavergne and Jane 
Allard, certified massage thera
pists, present a discussion em
phasizing healthy circulation, 
diet and sleep patterns. Partici
pants wIII learn special breath
ing techniques, imagery and 
meditation to help overcome 
tension headaches. The fee is 
$10 per person. Call the center 

at 767-2344 to register. 
"Living with PMS: Don't Let 

it Control Yciur Life" is the topic 
of a free lecture on March 13 
from 7 to 9 p.m . Dr. Michelle 
Gange will address the emo
tional upheaval and medical 
facts associated with pre-men
strual syndrome. Pre-register by 
calling 767-2344 . .There is no fee 
for the lecture. 

"For Kids Only-CPR" ·an 
American Heart Association 
accident prevention and safety 
program, will be held at the cen
ter on two consecutive Friday 
evenings, March22and 29 from 
6 to 8:30 p.m. Participants will 
receive a certificate upon 
completion of course require
ments. The fee is $30. Contact 
the center at 767-2344 to regis
ter. 

There will be two Image Up
date Workshops on March 4 
from 7 to 9 p.m. and on March 7 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Under the 

Because 
You Gave 

'Life & Depth' is Subject for 
Miriam Women's Forum 

The Rho\:le Island Food Bank Providence performer Joe 
is r~nning low on essential Kogel brings "Life and Depth: 
foods. The bank needs our help. Very Funny Stories <1bout Very 

AlperinSchechterDaySchool Scary Things" to The Miriarµ 
is trying to help.' During the Hospital Women's Associ
week of Feb. 26, the school is ation's health education forum 
askingf9rdonationsofnon-per- · on March 11 at 12:30 p.m. in the 
ishable items like: canned tuna, hospital's Sopkin Auditorium. 
soup,fruitsand vegetables, rice, Kogel is a national award
pasta, cereals, peanut butter, winning wrHer whose life took 
macaroni a nd cheese, coffee , a dramatic turn whery he was 
cocoa and tea. (No baby focid , d iagnosed with cancer in 1981 
please.) at the age of 25. 

Foods should not be more "Life and Depth" consists of 
than six months old. stories - humorous and dra-

If you are not closely con- matic-whichdeal withKogel's 
nected to or a neighbor of experience with cancer, but 
Alperin Schechter, you might _ which are not about cancer. He 
bring your donations to the food is a master storyteller .who ere
bank directly. Call them at 826- ates a world in which the prob-
3073 for directions. They are at lem is not cancer but how one 
104 Hay St. in West Warwick. faces problems. 

This· has been a long, bitter Kogel's humorous presenta-
winter.. For the needy; every- tion helps people look at their 
thingimportanttolifeisinshort priorities in a new way, make 
supply. Make your Passover significantchangesintheirlives, 
meal even more holy with the tap their own uniqueness and 
knowledge that somewhere in strengths, and laugh about 
Rhode Island, another family is . · things that are not often easy to 
being nourished and comforted laugh at. 
because you gave. According to Bernie Siegel, 

physician, and author of Love, 

Forum for Health Care Professipnals 
"No Room to Breathe: Air, ers will be: Charles Sherman, 

Pollution and Health," a forum M.D., MPH, president, R.I. Tho
sponsored by several local or- racic Society; John D. Spengler, 
ganizatio'ns, will be held on Feb. Ph.D., Harvard School of Public 
27 from 7 to 9 p.m. at Days Ho- Health; Jeff Dickey, M.D., co
te!, 220 India St. in Providence. chair, Physicians for Soci.al 

This event is sponsored by Responsibility's HumanHealth 
the Rhode Island Thoracic Soci- & Environment Project; and Jo
ety in conjunction with Ameri- seph Tarpey, M.D. , physician 

A · ti f Rh d activist. 
can Lung ssooa on° O e For further informatior., ca ll 
Island and New Ei:igland P~ysi- . . 
cians for Social Responsibility's Molly Clark, American Lung 
Human Health and Environ- Association of Rhode Island, at 
ment Project. Featured speak- 421 -6487· 
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Medici11ea1.d Miracles, "Joe com
bines humor with pathos in a 
way that leads us all to become 
more aware of what life - and 
healing-are about." 

In Kogel's words, "If live 
gives you lemons, don't make 
lemonade. Make l.emon dijon 
chicken. Tliere's too much lem
onade as it is." 

Kogel has toured nationally 
since 1984 and made numerous 
appearances in the media in
cluding, NPR, NBC and CNN. 

Vice President Nancy 
Schottland, who coordinated the 
day's program, and Co-Presi
dents Harriet Samors, Joanne 
Summer and Rissy Zwetch
kenbaum invite women's asso
ciation members, their guests, 
and interested people in the 
community to join them at The 
Miriam's Sopkin Auditorium 
for the 12:30program, preceded 
by a petite luncheon at noon. 

There is no charge to the com
munity for this extraordinary 
program. 

For more information, call 
Tl:te Miriam Hospital Women's 
Association office at 331-8500, 
ext. 2520. 

Look Into the 
Crystal Ball 

MS After Dark invites you to 
attend the 8th annual MS Crys-
tal Ball. . 

This black tie affair will be 
held March 2 from 7 p.m. to 1 
a.m. a t the Westin Hotel in 
downtown Providence. The ball 
will benefit the Rhode Island 
Chapter National MultipleScle
rosis Society. 

Honorary chairpersons for 
the evening will be Meredith 
Vieira , ABC news correspon
dent anti Karen Adams , 
anchorwoman for WPRI-TV. 

At this year's ball there will 
be a surf and turf dinner, danc
ing to the sound of Brass AUack, 
participation in an extensive si
lent art auction and a chance to 
become eligible to w.in one. or 
more raffle pri zes, mcludmg 
gifts from Swarovski crysta l, a 
weekend for two at the Westin 
Hotel, fine dining and other gift 
certificates and more. 

For tickets, call 738-8383. 
Tickets are $50 per person, or 

$450 for tables of 10. 
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FEATURE 
Th-e Plume and the Poin-t las Vegas 

Then and Now 
by Mike Fink 

Herald Contributing Reporter 

Blame it on the wea ther fore
casters, or on the dog. I was just 
going to join the awards ban
quet for the New England Press 
Association a t the Boston 
Marriott . y,Je won second place 
for our bridal issue. I had writ
ten for that entry a portrai tof the 
mother of a bride and her ques t 
for the perfect dress. 

But things got out of hand. The 
dog hates the cold. By the time I 
had fed and walked her, I ran too 
late to catch the train. So I left the 
carat the busst~tionand grabbed 
a round-trip to South Station. 
Then you have to make your way 
via metro to Back Bay and the 
Copley Plaza. I hope I haven' t . 
lost you yet, dear reader. 

J'llcome to the dinner and the 
prizes, ,but all through the fes
tivities, l was haunted by doubts 
about the commute home. And 
ip fact, I missed the last bus and 
had to dash through corridors 
of chill wj nd over to the train 
tracks for Amtrak. But once safe 
at home a nd standing on that 
circular mosaicstationfloorwi th 
its printed praise to travel in
scribed in gi lded letters, I rea l
ized, the car sti ll waited in the 
Bonanza lo t. Where could I get a 
taxi at the sta rt of a blizzard? 

You are never dressed just 
right. Really, only kings and 
modern heads of s tat<;> ought to 
travel. An entourage of aides 
takes care of the minor cri ses, 
whi le you deal with grea taffairs 
of the world . The res t of us 

sl)ould stay by the hearth or 
read in bed. · • 

Now I'm ready to say a few 
words about the New England 
Press Association and its an
nual Boston convention. That 
artificial world near the Pru
dential Center holds a glittering 
mall, a grove of indoor trees, 
cafes f.illed with distinguished 
people and glamorous youth, 
an urban oasis in the cold at 
once utopian, anywhere, and 
also very Bostonian with a ghost 
of Bette Davis asking, should 
we wish for anything beyond 
this ga laxy? 

While fewer young people 
read the big dailies, which 
shrinkin sizeand scope,smaller 
weeklies are filling the void with 
loci!! stories. The grand ball
room of the Copley Marriott was 
crammed tocapacitywithsmall 
press journalists, publishers, ad
ver ti se rs, edi tors, and free
lancers. Whatagreatphrasethat 
is, "free-la nce." You tilt your 
sword-pen to fig ht under what
ever ideal pennant you can find. 

I asked the young lady seated 
next to me why everybody had 
come to the conventi on. 
"Mostly," said Marianne Cip
riano (once of Seekonk, and a 
fri end of David Howard,editor 
of the East Providence Post and the 
Seekonk Star) editor of the Con
necticut Branford Review, "to net
work." lt'sanenormous,butscat
tered,communityof wri ters who 
make do in a world where the 
metropolitan bulletinsare crum-

. bling like dinosaurs in "Fanta-

sia." And wheretheverypriceof 
paper is driving book manufac
turers into bankruptcy. "But here 

. yougetadviceabo11thowtowrite 
a column, to do an interview that 
plays fair, to coach reporters, to 
deal wit!) ethical grays in tone, to 
avoid libel suits, to land a.job, to 
make extra money while still a 
student." 

Despite rising costs of pro
duction, recycled newsprint 
keeps going on. You make your 
mark on the computer, your 
words come out in ink and 
spread round the town among 
thecafes. Somebody remembers 
a phrase, or frames a column. 
Mostly, your article fades and 
blurs, but you never know 
where a word will settle and 
build a nest. 

The literary life of a trade re
porter for a small press holds a 
certain low key appeal, if not the 
glamour of yesterday. There are 
things you can' t write about. 
You'll get in trouble with some
body you know. Thecoloniesare 
not Manhattan, where anything 
goes. On the other hand, you take 
partintherumbleand the ramble 
of your communi ty. The magni
tude of the enterprise through
out New England could be felt 
throughout the dining chambers 
oftheBostonMarriott.ln thebliz
zard the principal speaker never 
showed up, and the crowd stood 
to cheer his absence. Then we 
dined, milled abou t, took off with 
our plaques and hoped that 
maybe next yea r we'd come out 
firs t place. 

You can visit Las Vegas in 
the movies, without ri sking 
your savings or your luggage. 
"Leaving Las Vegas" won the 
esteem of critics for Nicholas 
Cage's portrayal of a script
wri ter who goes there to drink 
and then die in peace. 

It sure is -a dynamite perfor
mance. Vegas looks both glit
tery and gloomy. But if you re
ca ll Milland in "Lost Weekend" 
or Cagney in "Come Fill the 
Cup," or caught them on cable, 
you can compare different con
cepts of rea lism. 

"Leaving Las Vegas" fills the 
screen with an array of bottles of 
booze. Billy Wilder's picture of 
alcoholism lets you study just 
one bottle. Milland loses his lady; 
or rather lets her go, l;>ecause his 
world is shrinking. Cage finds 
true love along with bliss. 

In "Come Fill the Cup" 
Cagney's incredible, compact 
energy keeps you wondering 
what he will do or say to James 
Glea; on, his A.A. guardian an
gel: the interpretation is con
tained', implied. . 

by Mike Fink 
Herald Contributing 

Reporter 

outsider in "Get Shorty." Gene 
Hackman gets the role of a Jew
ish movie producer, in trouble 
with Las Vegas hoods. The bad 
guys beat up Hackman, who 
wears a Chai necklace, so badly it 
passes belief that he could sur
vive. John, a punk, copes too eas
ily with violence. It doesn' t make 
sense, because it has no balance. 

I think of Vegas as the place 
where Dietrjch sang her lovely 
songs in that si lver and sequin 
Jean Louis gown. My dad's last 
voyage was a friendly tour of 
Vegas with some business com
panions. I read, and taught, a 
book about a quail, a bob-white 
desert fowl I mean, that lives in 
Vegas. 

Then I myself once drove to 
-the fabulous strip, decades ago, 
and formed my own impression. 
Mostly, I recall retired folks at 
one-armed band its, looking for
lorn in t,heir forage for fortune. 

I've tried to ca tch all the fare 
at our winter theaters, but I find 
the Hollywood offerings over
done, harsh; and not in the same 
league with the poetic artistry 
of the generation gone by. 

Coffee, Tea and You 

Acting styles and audience . 
expectations demand exaggera
tion beyond believabili ty. I do 
appreciateCage. I rather like him 
too. But this current version of 
the fate of the alcoholic struck me 
finally as misguided. If you have 
seen this screen story, you recall 
that its anti-hero dies happy and 
fulfilled .-

I bet my students complain 
about my love of the.classics. I do 
goonaboutthesubtle beauties of 
the black and white studio prod
ucts of yesteryear. But be honest: 
weren't they closer to the truth 
than the blunt, obvious spectacles 
we now take for granted? 

I have heard there is a plan to 
open a number of cinemas 
downtown, to draw an evening 
crowd. They' ll have to come up 
with some good stories. I hope 
they're a bit more up-beat than 
the cynica l concept of Las Vegas 
as the heart of civi lized America. 

by Mike Fink 
Herald Contributing Reporter 
You can break your coffee 

fast under the bright portraits of 
Popeye and OliveOyl at Elliott's, 
at a window alcove with a cac
tus garden at the ·corners. You 
ca n pick a real brunch from the 
new glass case at_ the en trance. 

Check out Ca li fornia Cafe 
under new management. You 
can play chess under a painting 
of a handsome egret perched 
over a deep inlet, or a giant col
lage of the Mona Lisa, the lady 
wi th the mystic charms. Laven
der tulips·stand gentle guard at 
the cash register. A raised back 
room holds other pictures and 
games, a retrea t from your Hope 
Stree t highway to work. 

You can hear Russia in the 
voices or accents of the people 
who run the Dunkin Donuts 
across from the bakery. The place 
is small, even intimate, and of
fers the comforts of its munchkins 
and its pink and orange welcome 
on your way home. 

Miller's coffee room has the 
lovely perfume of pickles that 
waft you back to chi ldhood. 729 
Hope has other pleasant aro
mas, changes its ga llery dis
p lay, and moves its indoor trees 
so you rea lly take a stro ll among 
them with your coffee, greeting 
your fri ends who study their 
morning journals. 

I often ma)<.e my rendezvous 
at the Cafe La France, because 
it's ri ght between the Avon a nd 
the College Hill Bookstore. It' s 
hard to miss, with its yellow 
walls a nd large black and white 
checked til es. Sometimes the 

music has thedignityofbaroque 
or the lyrical charm of the ro
mantic. I hate it when servers 
just turn on a .m. rad io and let 
shrill soundsshriekat yciu whi le 
you are trying to entertain se
rene thoughts or summon up a 
memory. 

Sta rbucks is getting all geared 
up for an opening in the space 
beside the bus tunnel. How will 
it affect the rest of the commu
nity of cafes on the East Side? 

Beans and Bags on ·East at 
Wickenden will still offer its 
upholstered privacy and quiet. 

_ Coffee Exchange will hold on 
to its tradition of ga thering jour
nalists, poets, the up and com
ing and the down and out and 
everybody in between. Under a 
ceiling of fancy pots and pans 
and among burlap bins of cof
fee beans you sit and peruse a 
variety of alternati ve newslet
ters, listen to the Andrews Sis
ters, and touch base with people 
you know only by thei r first 
names, their style of greeti ng, 
their favorite table. 

Sti ll another bage l place 
promises to startup across from 
Exchange, w here other cafes 
have come aod gone in rapid 
succession. 

l' rri not leaving out a nybody 
on purpose. I mean, Zog uses 
glass cups, not cardboard, and 
a ttracts teachers and artists to 
its inner sanctum. 

I shop among the coffee
hou ses for the mu s ic that 
soothes, the chair that comforts, 
the view that intrigues. 

Mos tl y, I enjoy exploring a 
new acquaintance or maintain· 

ing au ld acquaintance, with ev
ery cuppa. 

Most recently, I sat with 
Adam. a hospitality student 
from J&W, who overheard me 
speaking of the Jewish Herald. 
He told me about the Jewish 
paper his parents subscribe to 
in another state. 

"My dad is opening a bakery 
. for dogs," he told me with a 
smile. Dogs have gone upscale 
across the country, and it's a 
good investment. But Adam is 
interested in Rhode Is land 's 
diner tradition, and hopes to 
host a convention of diner en
thusiasts and historians. 

"My ambition is to open a · 
fine restaurant," he told me. I 
could picture him as a gracious 
host. "Any kind of restaurant is 
a risk. They have a short life. 
But they appeal to me." 

Our meeting is brief. Adam 
is only on break from his post at 

The world of Hollywood 
which he has left behind justisn' t. 
worth a li fe. The script almost 
says, you're betteroffdrunk than 
sober. I find this not radical, but 
sentimenta l. 

John Travolta also plays an 

High School Election Predicts 
Labor/Peres Victory 

by Gil Sedan and 
Naomi Segal 

JERUSALEM QT A) - Right
wing Likud and Tsomet parties 
finished working on an agree
ment to run on a joint list in the 
forthcoming elections, as a mock 
vote at a high school that has 
accurately forecast Israeli politi
ca l races for the last 20 years indi
cated the defeat of that coalition. 

The mock election at Blich 
High School in the Tel Aviv sub
urb of Rama t Gan, gave a re-

sounding victory to the Labor 
Party and to Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres. 

Peres got 61 percent of the 
vote to Netanyahu's 39 percent. 

Ninety-seven percent of eli
gible voters in the 11th and 12th 
grade participated in the ballot. 

The mock vote is held every 
two years. In the past it pre
dicted treRds including the 1977 
victory of Menachem Begin's 
Likud over Peres' labor, and the 
return topowerofLabor in 1992. 

the bookstore.From behind that r- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -, 
raised counter, he takes note of I 
my browsings. Now I can keep 
tabs on his student progress. I 

The cafes have really taken · I 
their place and changed Provi- I 
dence from a lonely town to a I 
friendly town. 

There'sa low-keypartygoing I 
on from shortly after dawn all I 
the way to just before midnight. I 

In the old movies you went 
from one night club to another 
among the glittering neons. 

Here in our co llege commu
nity you move from one jolt of 
java toanother,sharpening your 
wi ts, sof tening your mood , 
translati ngand sweetening your 
solitud e. 

GRASSLEY ROOFING AND 
CONSTRUCTION, INC. 

RICHARD GRASSLEY 
Roofing • Siding • Gutters • Slate Repairs 

Complete Home Improvements 

ALL TYPES OF 
CARPENTRY 
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EDITORIAL 

What They Don'·t Know ... 
Leaves Us Wondering · 

by Alison Smith 
Herald Editor 

The following paragraph 
caught my eye as' I read Kids 
Lovelsrael, by Barbar Sofer. "Be
causeoflsrael'sdryclimate, fires 
start easily. Please take special 
care to_ put out your campfires. 
DespiteallofJ. N. F.'s (The Jew
ish National Fund's) work, fires 
destroy as many trees as are 
planted, each year." 

1 read that last sentence sev
eral 'times. If this was the case, · 
why did they (JNF) keep on 
planting expensive kindling? 
Shouldn'ttheorganizationdedi
cate SO percent of its tree-plant
ing income for a.year or two to 
solving this problem? Does this 
sound like a situation that, if 
ignored, will cure itself in time? 
Noway. 

If Sofer was right, in her book, 
we might just as well set fire to 
our $5 bills right here in Rhode 
Island, and save someone else 
the trouble of planting ·and re
placing and replacing trees. • 

Maybe JNF is planting the 
wrong varieties of trees, or spac
ing them incorrectly, or should 
improve its forest fire fighting 
set-up ~nd / or its meteorologi-. 
cal network. Possibly, trying to 
create forestland in Israel is like 
creating golf courses in Arizona, 
doomed to eventual failure 
when the realities of the rainfall 
~nd aquifer in the area force 
themselves upon the popula
tion.Farmland - yes. (Whoever 
heard of a forest fi re starting in 
a nd d evas ta ting an ora nge 
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grove, or a vinyard?) Forests, 
maybe no. 

I called JNF headquarters to 
get the figures on the losses due 
to fire each year before I wrote 
anything on. the subject. 

The young- woman who an
swered the call couldn't have 
been nicer. She was able to give 
me exact (to the tree) figures on 
how many were planted, by-the 
acre, every year. 

But when I_ askeq how many 
were los t to fire, s he wa s 
s tumped, and said that she 
didn' t know ... that those figures 
weren't available ... that last year 
had been a particularly bad 
year ... that JNF had done such 
great work turning the desert 
into productive farm land. 

Allofwhich- aboutthefarm-
. land - may be true. But I found 

it incredible - literally - that 
she could not tell me how many 
acres of trees, or how many trees, 
were lost to fire each year. 

Either she knew and could 
not say, or she didn' t know, and 
should have. 

The conversation left me feel
-i ng tha t this orga n!zation 

. needed to be a lot rnore open to 
public scrutiny. 

We were running some ar
ticles on interfaith marriages, a 
hot topic in every Jewish com
munity in this country, and on 
the effects of interfaith marriage 
on the children of those mar
riages. I had seen statistics on 
how many of those children 
eventually ended up as mem
bers of the Jewish religious com-

Candlelighting 
Feb.23,1996 

5:10 p.m. 

munity, but at this particular 
time I did not have the exact 
percentage - there is a com
monly used, commonly agreed 
upon figure. 

So, not wishing to state as fact 
something I was recalling from 
memory, I asked members of the 
staff at the Jewish Family Ser
vices office in Providence to tell 
me what figure they had on that. 

They didn' t have a figure. 
Again I was left with the feel

ing that this organization 
neel:led to become more open 
with itssupporters,of which we 
are one. 

What they aren't willing, or 
able, to tell us is very signifi
cant. People mature and intelli
gentr nough to make the money 
to support these institutions are 
mature and intelligent enough 
to handle the truth, and possj
_bly even help with solutions to 
the problems. 

It would be unfair to single . 
out the JFS and the JNF as too 
prone to give the anxious in
quirer the brush-off. 

When we asked a staff mem
ber at the Jewish Federation of 
Rhode Island how many males 
and females held positions of 
authority in the federation -
officers, board members, etc. -
wewerepolitelybutbrisklytold 
that that information was not 
(and apparently never would 
be) available. 

This, in spite of the fact that 
we initiated the conversation by 
stating, as was our conviction, 
that in gender authority issues, 
the local federation was acting 
in a more prog~ssive fashion 
than many of the other federa
tions we were reading about in 
other Jewish Weeklies. 

And when the dean of a local 
Hebrew day school left sud
denly, with no fanfare before
handorexplanationafterwards, 
and we tried tofindoutwhy,we 
were given a run-around which 
was not all that polite. 

Do you remember Ronald 
Reagan in the New Hampshire 
primaries grabbing arid hold
ing onto his microphone when 
someone tried to cut him off, 
and roaring, "I'm paying for this 
microphone!" 

The enthusiastic cheering of 
the American people for Reagan 
that evening lasted all the way 
to his election day. 

Well,youarepayingforthese 
institutions ... theJNF, theJFS, the 
Federa tion, and the Jewish 
schools. Perhaps it's time to re
mind everyone of that fact. 

Israelis Must Search 
for Common Ground 

by Abraham H. Foxman 
Since the assassination of 

Israel's prime minister, there has 
been much focus on the atti
tudes which created the a·tmo
sphere leading to the tragic act. 
To the credit of numbers of Or
thodox rabbinic leaders, both in 
Israel and in the United.States, a 
process of soul-searching has 
been undertaken. 

Rabbi Norman Lamm, presi
dent of Yeshiva University, has 
stressed thattheOrthodoxcom
munity examine what its insti
tutions a re teaching young 
people. And he indicated that 
his university would engage in . 
a process of tolerance training. 

Clearly, there are real issues that 
have to be addressed. Responsible 
leaders understand this, not out of 
co~cemaboutwhatotherswillsay, 
but reflecting that the Orthodox 
community required it for its own 
well-being. 

At the same time, a disturb
ing development has appeared 
in some circles outside the Or
thodox ·community which can 
only be labeled as "Orthodox
bashing." Rather than helping 
the Orthodox seriously address 
a real problem of extremism, 
some individuals have used the 
tragedy as an excuse to smear 
the entire Orthodox world. 

So it is said that Yigal Amir 
was no exception; that the rab
bis who espoused violence and 
articulated poisonous rhetoric 
were not exceptions, and that 
these manifestations of extrem
ism were a product of the essen
tial thinking of Orthodoxy. This 
can only be termed group libel 
and must be rejected. 

Severa l points need to be 
emphasized. First, there are sig
nificant · and legitimate differ
ences of opinion in Israel and 
the American Jewish commu
nity, not only with regard to 
political issues but also concern
ing the nature of Israeli society. 

The cultural differences tha t 
exist are real and legitima te and 
must be respected as intrinsic to 
a strong democracy. The fact 
that,many Orthodox Jews may 
hold views about the territories 
and the Jewish identity of the 
state which may be opposed to 
other perspectives is no reason 
to delegitimize or stereotype 
them, or to identify them with 
the extremists. 

In light of the red-hot a tmo
sphere genera ted as Is ra_el 
moves toward difficult political 
decisions, and as a response to 
the great tragedy of the assassi
nation, profound differences of 
perspective have come to the 
surface. It is necessary for all 

parties to I;,~gina process of con
versation which can lead to reso
lution and acceptance of com
mon ground for the Jewish state. 

In particular, there are those 
Israelis who see Isra'el as a soci
ety which provides normalcy to 
the Jewish people. Reca ll that 
Herzl himself turned to Zion
ism out of his sense of the ab
normal life of Jews in the di
aspora, leading to anti-Semitism 
and demoralization. This urge 
to be a normal nation like all 
others underlies both the sup
port for the peace process .and 
the drive for material comforts 
which all observers of the Is
raeli scene note. 

Other Israelis, many, but not 
only Orthodox, see lsraei ·in 
terms of their sense of the 
uniqueness of the Jewish people. 
These individuals stress the 
3,000-yearconnectionoftheJew
ish people to the la11d of Israel. 
To them , Zionism is meaning
less without this specia l charac
ter and it is not normalcy but 
uniqueness which lies at the core 
of Israel's identity. 

Thesetwovastlydifferentper
specti ves can have immense con
sequences on views concerning 
peace-making, relations with the 
world and priorities for society. 
Efforts must now be made not 
only to voice one's opposition to 
name-calling ,:ind stereotyping of 
any group in Israeli society, but 
to develop significant programs 
to help Israelis appreciate vary
ing views concerning the nature 
of Israeli society. 

Those who look for Israel's 
uniqueness must recognize the 
drive fo r normalcy which com
pels the silent majori ty, a long
ing for a stable, quiet and easier 
existence, psychologically. mili
tarily and financially. 

Those who focus on normalcy 
mus tunderstand the urgentand 
legi timate attachment by many 
to Israel's Jewishness which has 
held our people together for 
thousands of years, which ulti
mately was the basis for the de
velopment of political Zionism, 
and which remains the stron
gest legitimizer of Israel's mod
ern rebirth. 

Developing this common 
ground will not happen over
night. The rise of extreme rheto
ric and ultimately violence by 
some in the Orthodox commu
nity, followed by theOrthodox
bashing that has surfacC'd in too 
many circles demonstrates that 
there.is no time to lose in begin
ning the process. 

Abraham H. Foxman is national 
director of the Anti-Defamation 
League. · 
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B' nai B'rith Internationa l 
President Tommy P. Baer today 
sent the following letter to Rich
ard N. Smith, editor-in-chief and 
president, of Newsweek, in re
sponse to a headline in the 
magazine'sFeb.12issue: "A New 
Kind of Blood Libel." 

"Dear Mr. Smith, 
"Some malignant terms de

serve to die. Blood libel is one of 
them. 

"Newsweek's a ttempt to re
vive a two-week-old story on 
Ethiopian Jews also resuscita led 

one of history's greatest slurs, a 
charge which has led to the 
deaths of untold Jews through
out the ages. 

"Israel has acknowledged 
its error in its handling of 
blood dona tions from Ethio
pian Jews. We hope that this 
wi ll lead to better understand
ing between these immigrants 
and the government which has 
done so much to bring them 
from their diaspora and ab
so~b them into Israeli society. 
Nothing in this s tory, how-

ever, justifies the use of a time
worn, horrific canard . 

'T his summer will mark the 
50th anniversary of the massa
cre of 42 Holocaust survivors in 
the town of Kiek e, Poland, after 
they were charged with ritual 
murder. News1ceek's headline 
desecrates their memory and the 
memory of other Jewish mar
tyrs murdered because of this 
calumny. 

"l trust that you wi ll issue an 
explanation and an apology for 
this gross error of judgement." 
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FEATURE 

Rabbi Preaches_ Tolerance to American Jews 
by Cynthia Mann 

NEW YORK (JT A) - Rabbi 
Yehuda Arnita! was on a mis
sion recently when he met with 
the U.S. vice president, Jewish 
leaders and laypeople, rabbis, 
students and Christian clergy. 

It was the 71-year-old Ortho
dox rabbi's first visit to the United 
States since he was appointed to 
the Israeli Cabinet after theassas
sination of Yitzhak Rabin. 

To every audience, Arnita! 
preached tolerance and tried to· 
demons trate that Jewish law is 
not inconsistent with the peace 
process. 

Arnita! is unequivocal. about 
his view of Judaism's values: 
The primary value, which su
persedes all others, is for hu
man life, he said. Next in the 
hierarchy is Torah, and third 
comes land . 

Aini ta! explained his vie,,_; in 
separate meetings with the Con
ference of Presidents of Major 
American Jewish Organiza
tions; Catholic, Protestant and 
Russian· Orthodox religious 
leaders; New York archbishop 
Cardinal John O'Connor; hun
dreds of Jews of all religious 
persu,asions who came to hear 
him speak at an Orthodox syna
gogue iii Manhattan; and stu
dents and faculty at Yeshiva 
University. 

Arnita! told his listeners that 
'' the prime minister asked me tb 
be the minister for inspiration," 
and that is clearly how this min
ister without portfolio under
stands his role. 

The elderly rabbi repea tedly 
said he is not a politician, though 
his diplomatic finesse belies the 
disclaimer. 

By virtue of his "natural call
ing," he said, he is a teacher of 
Torah and head of Har Etzion, a 
yeshiva in the West Bank that he 
co-founded and thatwasthefirst 

Fiber Counts 
According to Florine Mark, 

president and CEO of the Weight 
WatchersGroup, Inc., "Limiting 
fat grams is an important key to 
weight reduction; however, do
ing only that may leave people 
short on nu hients. When you a !so 
focus on getting enough fiber, 
you' re on the way to enhanc_ing 
the qua li ty of your life, and im
proving your health." 

The average American adult 
consumes aboui 15 grams of fi
ber from grai n, fruit al)d veg
etable sources, while the recom
mended daily intake for fibe'r is 
20 to 25 grams. "Boosting your 
fiber intake wi th whole grains, 
fruits and vege tables also means 
you' ll be getti ng lots more vita
mins and rnirterals that are es
sentia l to good , hea lth," sa id 
Mark. Each 10-gqirn increase in 
fiber consumption could result 
in a 20 percent decrease in coro
nary risk. 

Fiber a lone cannot protect 
against heart disease, but fiber 
can be considered as a compo
nent for the prevention of heart 
disease provided that dietary 
fat is also considered . Fiber has 
the a bi lily to push more fat 
through the system so that it is 
not absorbed . 

Di etary fiber also reduces 
absorption of cholesterol in the 
diet and the ri skof co!Qn cancer. 

yeshiva to combine study with 
military service. 

He also founded Mei mad, the 
Movement for Religious Zion
ist Renewal , based on the prin
ciples of democracy and ope·n-
ness. · 

Arni ta!, a Holocaust survivor 
whose family p e ri shed .;it 
Auschwitz, said he was asked 
by J>rirne Minister Shimon Peres 
to try to help heal the wounds 
Rabin's killing inflicted on Is
rael and the Jewish people. 

He w'as asked, he said, to try 
to help narrow the biiter ideo
logical and religious differences 
that yawned and threatened to 
"destroy the :whole society." 

In the end, it was his "obliga
tion to represent Torah" that 
compelled him to serve, he said. 

But the questions remain. "I 
ask myself, am I worthy to rep
resent Torah?" Then, he an
swered: "I have no choice." 
Arnita! said he is serving, ulti
mately, to protest the "chillul 
haShern," or desecratiou of 
G-d's , name, that took place 
when Rabin was assassinated 
by another Jew. 

He is also seeking to protest 
the notion "that Torah means 
extremism, that Torah means you 
don' t support the peace process." 

In fact, " there is no contradic
tion between halachah and the 
peace process," · he said, refer
ring to Jewish law. "You 'may 
oppose the peace process, but 
don' t say it's a question of 
halachah." ' 

Arnita! seems eager to paint 
himself as a maverick, perhaps 
so he can win credibility asa fair_ 
arbiter in the midst of a conflict. 

"I don' t represent religious 
Jews because I wasn't sent" to 
tj-te government "by religious 
Jews and I suspect that some of 
the religious people are really 
unhappy I am there," he said 

withdeliberateunderstatement 
and a wry smile. 

Yet he.does not always agree 
with the government. 

He said he disagreed with 
the Israeli government's recent 
decision to ban Brooklyn Rabbi 
Abraham Hecht from entering 
the country because he alleg
edly poses a danger to the state. 

Hecht nad said Jewish law 
permits killing Israeli leaders 
who endanger Jewish lives by 
trading land for peace. 

"I don' t think he's danger
ous," said Arnita!, adding that 
the government action is "a way 
to turn him into a hero." 

"You cannot bring the 
American way'' of 

Judaism to Israel. ''You · 
must find the Israeli way. 

This is your main 
problem." 

Rabbi Yehuda Arnita/ 

Arnita! sa id he has no illu
sions that the Oslo accords, the 

• term used for the Israeli-Pales
tinian peace process, would lead 
to an ideal peace, only that itisa 
"way to prevent more blood
shed." 

Arni ta! also describes his min
is teri a I mandate as one of 
strengthening Jewish identity 
inside Israel as well as the rela
tionship between Israel and di
aspora Jews. 

Arni ta! said he was "moved" 
by how warmly "the secular 
community" in the United States 
received him, leading him to 
feel that this community be
lieves that "Torah still has a rel
evant message." 

This "gives me strength," he 
said. 

Dear Office Staff 
Acts of Random Kindness 

at Alperin Schechter 
Life at the Ruth and Max 

Alperin Schechter Day School 
recently has been sweetened by 
ac ts of randoJl1 kindness 
throughout the school. 

One such delightful project 
was conducted ih grade three, 
where students wrote notes to 
the office staff, thanking them 
for their helpfulness. Here are 
some of their thoughts: 
Dear Office Staff,, . 

Thank you. When someone 
is hurt you give them an ice 
pack or when someone is sick. 
You give us crackers when we 
forget our lunch and that is so 
nice of you. Thank you when 
you let us use the phone. I like it 
when you smile. 

Anna Siradze 
Thanks for having my medi

cine just in case I ea t peanuts. 
You always help anyone who 
needs something done for them. 
Knowing that you are there 
makes people feel sa fe. 

Mir1am Klein 

You help us when we need 
help. I love the way you're pa
tient. Thank you for your kind
ness. I remember when you let 
me use the telephone when I 
ne~ded to use the phone to get 
my lunch. Thank you for print
ing the Shavuon ! 

Hannah Bergman 
Thank you for being there 

when I forget my lunch and for 
letting me call my.mom. Thank 
you for helping me when I fa ll 
and hurtmyselforwhenl fa ll in 
mud and need a new pair of 
pants. You are always there for 
us arid in a grea t mood too. 

Mollie Goodwin 
Thank you for giving me dry 

pants the day I fell in a puddle. 
And I love when we get deli
cious pasta lunches. Thank you 
for always checking me in when 
I'm late. Every day you are an
swering questions, taking tem
pera tures and giving people 
crackers when they forget to 
bring lunch. How do you do it 
so pati ently? 

Hannah Pitt 

YOU'RE LEAVING? 
Take time to let us know. Whenever and wherever you go, we want you 
to tell us al>out it. Us. Not the Post Office, They don't tell us every-
thing, you know! Call us'at 724-0200; and keep in touch. · 

, In America, "even secular 
Jews believe that the Torah has a 
re lev;rnt message. _ The main 
problem in Israel today is Jew
ish identity, and Jewish identity 
rneans youhave todialoguewith 
Torah," he told several hundred 
Jews who gathered to hear him 
speakFeb.8atManhattan'sCon
gregation Oheb Zedek. 

Earlier that evening, about 
250 Jews studied rabbinic texts 
on debate and tolerance with 
Reform, Conservative and Or
thodox rabbis in the synagogue's 
basement - ironically the very 
same place where Hecht first 
announced that it was perrnis
sible, according to Jewish law, 
to assassinate a leader who en- · 
_dangered Jewish lives. 

The rabbis who led the Torah 
study session have participated 
in regular joint dialogue and 
study sessions for the past four 
years under the aegis of the Jew
ish Community Center on New 
York's Upper West Side. · 

But when news of their re
cent joint session became pub
lic, the Union of Orthodox Rab
bis of the United States and 
Canada appealed to the Ortho
dox rabbis not to participate. 

The 94-year-old organiza
tion, based on Manhatta n's 
Lower East Side, has "close to. 
500 members," sa id its direc
tor, Rabbi H ersh Ginsberg, 
among them the heads of some 
of the mos t prestigious fer
ven tly Orthodox yeshi vas in 
North America, as well as 
deans of Yeshiva University's 
rabbinica l school. 

The group's effort to get Or
thodox Jews to withdraw from 
participating was not rooted in 
opposition to Arnita!, Ginsberg 
said . 

"He's an Orthodox rabbi and 
a nice guy, so why not hear him 
speak?" said Ginsberg. 

Instead , the group tried to 
convince Orthodox rabbis that 
it is prohibited by Jewish law 
for them to participate with non
Orthodox rabbis in any type of 
religious event. 

But the effort seemed to have · 
little impact. 

The four New ·york Ortho
dox rabbis who usually partici
pate in the dialogue came to the 
Arnita! event, and the response 
by Jews from the Upper West 

.S)de was visibly enthusiastic. 
· At most of his stops the rabbi_ 

was asked about efforts to win 
legal legitimacy for non-Ortho
dox streams of Judaism inside 
Israel. · 

He listened intently, some
times to lengthy arguments · 
about civil rights. Then he dis
missed the idea, saying that the 
ba ttle for religious pluralism 
should not be fought in t)1e po
litica l rea lm, but among the 
people. 

"Corne to try to convince 
people to build . [Conservative 
and Reform] synagogues,'' he 
said. 

He said he supports the Con
servative-supported school sys
tem in Israel and is aga inst ban
ning Conserva ti ve and Reform 
representa tives. on local reli
gious councils. 

He a lso clearly has ernp,a
thy for those who would like 
Israel to officially embrace 
non-Orthodox Judaism as it 
does Orthodox. "I can under
stand, I can feel your frustra
tion," he said. 

Yet he warned his listeners 
that "you cannot bring the 
American way" of Judaism to 
Israel. "You must find the Is
raeli way. This is your main 
problem." 

(]TA staff writer Debra Nuss
baum Cohen contributed to this 
report,) 

Another Bridge· for 
Profoundly Deaf 

A cochlear implant isa surgi
ca lly implanted device that by
passes a damaged inner ear, al
lowing the recipient to under
stand speech and sound again. 
• Many severe-to-profoundly 
hearing-impaired people are not 

, aw11 re that there is an alterna
tive to deafness for those i,y ho 
j-tav~ difficulty understanding 
~onversa tions without lipread
ing, or who have trouble hear
ing speech on the telephone. 

The FDA has recently re
leased the Nucleus 22 to an ex
tended range of hea ring-im

. paired a<;lults. 
Thosewhoaresevere-to-pro

foirndly hearing-impaired with 
limited hearihg aid benefit can 

now take advantage of this tech-
. ndlogy. , 

More than 12,000 hearing
impaired adults and children 
worldwide have received the 
Nucleus 22 Channel Cochlear 
Implant already. 

If you, or someone you know, 
might benefi t from knowing 
more abou t Cochlear implants, 
ca ll the Cochlear hotline. It of
fers free background informa
tion about the device, eligibility 
-cri teria, and a list of medical 
centers in the United States, 
with qualified implant teams. 
The hotline number, 1-800-458-
4999 (Voice) 1-800-483-3123 
(TDD),operates weekdays from 
9 a .m. to 7 p.rn., Eas tern Time. 

JACK M. MINKIN dba/Tile-Set 

CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION AND REPAIRS 
Cleaning, Regrouting, Sealing - Leaks Fixed 

ALL AROUND HANDYMAN 
Small Appliances Fixed - Pickup and Delivery 

Legal Covering of Asbestos Pipes 
Carpentry • Electrical and Plumbing Repairs 

All High Quality Guaranteed Work 
"A TROUBLESHOOTER WITH IDEAS" 

INSURED• R,I. LICENSE NO. 4210 •REFERENCES• 724-3 114 

l 

• 
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THE JEWISH COMMUNITY 
Temple Torat Yisrael Announces 
1996 Scholar Weekend 

Temple Torat Yisrael has an
nounced that Rabbi Shalom 
Paul, professor of Bible at the 
t{ebrew University in Jerusa
lem, will be the 1_996 Siperstein 
Family Scholar!in-Residence 
from March 1 to 3.-

Paul' s topic will be "Sparks 
Beneath the Surface: The Bible 
and Us." 

The Bible is the central re
pository of Jewish wisdom a nd 
learning. But sometimes read
ers are unable to see the "trees 
for the forest." Too often, Paul 
believes, they see the Torah as a 
whole, as a sometimes indeci
pherable mass, and miss seeing 
and feeling the sparks t-hat lie 
just beneath the surface, which 
can illuminate and transform 
our lives. 

Paul. has spent his adult life 
unearthing these latent sparks 
and nelpingstudentsaround the 
world understand the Torah. 

In three presentations, Paul 

will discuss what the Bible S!1YS 
(using as sources familiar Torah 
stories) and lead his listeners to 
understand how much more 
there is to know. 

Paul's firs t presentation will 
be on March 1, during the 
congrega tion's 8 p.m. Shabbat 
service. 

Entitled "TheGenesisofGen
esis," it will seek to answer the 

. questions: How · did the Bible 
come into being? What aresome 
of its most s triking concepts? 
With Paul 's guidance the audi
ence. will explore the uri.ique
ness of biblica l thought in the 
light of the la test archaeologic?l 
findings. 

The second presentatic;m will 
follow a Shabbat Kiddush lun
cheon (reservations are re
quired), and will be titled "Re
sponse and Responsibility: A 
Stroll in the Garden." . 

Paul wili"shed new light on 
the story of Adam a nd Eve by 

1 O Years Before the Peace 
Corps or VISTA Began 

There was AJSS 
by Jean Herschaft 

There are organizations that 
continually hold what amount 
to pep rallies to keep their vol
unteers motivated , but the· 
American Jewish Society for 
Service isn't one of them. 

AJSS volunteers go to areas 
devastated by nature or by pov
erty and help the inhabitants 
repair and rebuild. 

Jewish high school juniors 
and seniors furnish the sweat 
and muscle and are mentored 
by couples during the seven
week summer camp sessions 
that resound with hammer and 
saw. 

AJSSco-founder Henry Kohn 
said, "Hammers, nails, paint 
brushes, cement trowels are the 
tools the campers use under the 
auspices of area social groups to 
build / repair housing, parks, 
and playgrounds for the disad
vantaged, of all colors, cree~s 
and nationalities. · 

"Each project is supervised 
by a couple, usua lly teachers, 
who have the summer free; a 
male and a female counselor, 
directing the 16 campers. 

"It's a sense of service, a mo
tivation, the campers apply to 
us for," he added, a true sense of 
what Judaism is all about, a ser
vice tKat is tikun olam. 

"Work camping started in 
1920, but -Judaism was losing 
vibrant young people to other 
faiths because Judaism in 
America was not offering a simi'
lar experience under Jewish aus
pices. 

"Thus, in 1949, in Indianapo
lis, three rabbis: Ferdinand M. 
Isserman, Arthur Lelyveld , 
Isadore Hoffman and myself 
met and formed yet another Jew

.ish organization - The Ameri
can Jewish Society for Service. It 
filled the vital missing gap. In 
1950 we held our initial meeting 
at Temple Emanu-El in New . 
York City." _ 

· Three of this year's crop of 

Howto 
kill a 
business 

1. Don't Advei1lse 
Just prete11d e1•eryo11e 
k11011·s 1l'l1at ;·011 bal'e to 
offer. 

2. Don't Advertise 
Just assume el'ery•body 
k11011•s 11'1,at you sell. 

3. Don't Advertise 
Forget //,at yo11 l,ai•e 
co111petitio11 tryi11g to 
e11tice 1·011r customers 
a11·a.riro111 JOII. 

You decide ... it's 
your business in 
good times or bad. 

in3ea5)' 
steps 

Call 724-0200 to 
advertise in the 
RlJmlelsltmd 
]ell'is/J llerttltl 
We're the only English
Jewish weekly in Rhode 
Island and Southeastern 
Massachusetts. 

showingthattheGarden_ofEden 
is really related to our own lives 
today. 

The third presentation will 
be given on March 3 a t a 9 a.m . 
breakfast. The subject will be: 
"Jerusa lem: Eternity in Space." 

As Jerusa lem celebrates its 
3,000th birthday, Pau l will ex
plain how and why Jerusalem 
became the heart and soul of 
Judaism. Looking at this extraor
dinary city through the prism of 
the Bible, we will better grasp 
its inspi ra tiona l origins. 

Attendance at the lectures is 
free. The lunch a nd breakfast 
meals require a prepaid reser
vation of $3 per mea l per per
son, or $5 for both meals, to be 
received at the Torat Yisrael of
fi~e at 330 Park Ave. in Cran
ston, no la ter than Feb. 26. Chil
dren 13 and under are free. 

For addi tional information, 
ca ll the templeofficea t785-l~00. 

campers gave, perhaps, the best 
definition of what AJSS work 
camp means to them. 

"We have given families new 
living conditions, and have, 
therefore, impacted upon their 
lives. In the hot, dry Ari zona 
desert we have given a commu
nity hope. We have set a new 
standard and outlook in which 
teenagers are viewed as more 
than unstable selfish adoles
cents. We have shown the world 
that ideals can be made into re
alities, gives people the oppor-
tunity to choose, and gives our
selves the opportunity to grow. 
And we have all acted upon that 
opportunity." 

Kohn, a successful corporate 
a ttorney who has served as 
president of the 92rid St. Y; an 
active Temple Emanu-El mem
ber announced that next year a 
project in Manhattan will be 
tackled. And he spoke with hope 
and confidence that by year 
2000, AJSS will have reached its 
$1 million fund-raising goal. 

In 1995, AJSS camp~rs 
worked in Maine, Arizona and 
Oklahoma. 

The camping fee for each ap
plicant accepted is$2,000;itcosts 
AJSS $4,000_ per camper, with 

- scholarships o ffered to the 
needy. 

There are several hundred 
applicants for the 48 posts, cov
ering three major projects each 
summer. In 1950, at its incep
tion, the fee was $10, cost $20 
per person, Kohn sa id . · 

The add ress for applica tion 
is 1029-15 East 26St., New York, 
N.Y. 10010. 

Kohn.described some whom 
AJSS has served : 

· "Some examples may hint a t 
the wide scope. We have served 
poor rural whites a nd blacks; 
indigent migra nt farm workers; 
interracial chi ldren's camps; d1s
ad va ntaged Chica nos; emotion
ally d isturbed Jewish chi ldren 
in a treatment center in New 
York; flood victims in Connecti
cut a nd tornado victims in O hio 
and the blind of Israel, at a see
ing-eye dog center. 

" I ha ve visited the 102 loca
tio n projects (a l hi s ow n ex
pense), in the past 45 years." 

Pamela Ross 
Plroto courtesy of tire Leventhal-Sidman /CC 

Leventhal-Sidman JCC 
Presents ~goodbye, harry' 

Pamela Ross, both an accom
plished actress and acclaimed 
concert pianist (Baldwin Piano 
Concert Artist), will present her 
o ne-wom a n memory play 
"goodbye, h-arry " at the 
Leventhal-Sidman Jewish Com" 
munity Center, 333 .!'lahanton 
St., Newton Centre, on Feb. 24 
at8p.m. and on Feb.25at2 p.m. 

In this heartfelt memory play, 
Ross gives a loving ·and joyous 
musical tribute to a most un
usual man: her father. 

Harry Ross, a.self-taught art
is t, musician who loved not only 
the classics, but jazz and con
temporary music as well, was a 
dentist by trade and a man with 
a quick mind who instilled in 
his daughter a delicious sense 
of comedy and a love for music 
and theatre. 

Combining theatre and clas
sica l, jazz _and contemporary 
music, this touching and often 
hilarious concert/play includes 
favorites by Rac hmaninoff, 
Chopin, Gershwin, Garner, Ber
lin and boogie woogie. 

Pamela Ross has performed 
with some of the greatest con
ductors of our time including 
Arthur Fiedler,Jorge Mester and 
Gustav Meier . A recording art
is t with two Chopin albums and 
a disc on the Connoisseur Soci
ety Label of piano music by Rob
ert Schumann, Ross is engaging 
as a recitalist and piano soloist 
throughout the country. 

Tickets are $16 general ad
mission; $14 seniors and stu
dents. Call the JCC box office at 
(508) 965-5226 for ticket reser
vati_ons and information. 

Weizmann Institute Hosts 
'Global Gathering' Weekend 

Leaders or" science, industry 
a nd philanthropy from all over 
the world will meet later this 
mo nth, in suppor t of the 
Weizmann Institute of Science, 
as the American Committee 
hosts a "Global Ga thering" in 
Palm Beach, Fla. 

The Global Gathering is a 
weekend conference, from Feb. 
29 to March 3, devoted to the 
environment. 

Opening with a twilight din
nercruise with noted Weizmann 
Ins titute paleoceanographer 
Professor Aldo Shemesh, the 
program includ~s a presenta
tion by Robert F. Kennedy, Jr ., 
Ken Wiwa - son of Ken Saro
Wiwa , the recently executed 
Nigeria n· writer and environ
mentali s t w ho received the 

Goldman Environmental Prize 
- and the United Sta tes astro
naut, Dr. Ellen Baker. 

Professor5 Avigdor Scherz 
and Yehuda Mazur of the 
Weizmann Institute, will discuss 
"Channelinr the Environment 
Towards Gr~ater Hea lth." 

The keynote address will be 
presented by the United States 
secretary of the interior, Bruce 
Babbitt at a ga la on March 2. 

The Weizmann Institute of 
Science, in Rehovot, Israel, is 
one of the world's foremost cen
ters of scien tific research and 
graduate stud y. Its 2A00 scien
tists, students, tech111c1ans and 
engineers pursue basic research 
in the quest of knowledge and 
the enhancement of the human 
condition. 
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Rabbi Leslie Gutterman 
Visits the Middle East· 

AJC Criticizes 'Irresponsible' 
Charge of Anti-Semitism 

A delegation of 55 Reform 
rabbis under the auspices of the 
Association of Reform Zionists 
of America, recenlly traveled to 
the Middle East to express their 
strong support for the peace pro
cess. Rhode Island was repre
sented by Rabbi Leslie Gutter
man ofTemple Beth-El in Provi
dence. 

The tour, which took the rab
bis to Israel, Egypt, Jordan and 
the areas under Palestinian au
tonomy, coincided with the Pal
estinian elections on Jan. 20. 

From Cairo, the rabbis con
tinued their trip with stops in 
Amipan, Tel Aviv, Jerusalem, 
the West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip. 

ARZA serves as the official 
representative in North 

America's Reform Jewish com
munity for all issues pertaining 
to Israel and Zionism, as well as 
the official voice for all matters 
related to Reform Judaism in 
Israel. 

While in Israel, they clarified 
to Prime Minister Peres, as well 
as the leader of the opposition, 
Benjamin Netanyahu, that their 
backing for the peace process 
would continue unabated, and 
irrespective of other issues . 
Nonetheless, they expressed 
their deep concern with wide
spread reports that the govern
ment h<1s already agreed to Or
thodox demands to overturn 
recent Su pre me Court decisions 
favorable to non-Orthodox 
movements, 

Raising Jewish Children 
to be Jewish 

The Metropolitan Region of 
the American Jewish Congress 
has labeled as "irresponsible" 
Councilman Noach Dear's 
charge that the Transit Author
ity and Transport Workers 
Union are anti-Semitic because 
of their alleged refusal to ac
commodate the Sabbath obser
vance of Orthodox Jewish bus 
drivP.rs. 

How to accommodate reli
gious workers in a seven-day a 
week 24-hour-a-day transit op
eration is a complex question, 
whose resolution is made more 
difficult by needlessly injecting 
the issue of anti-Semitism, the 
AJCongress said . 

"Whatever else may be said 
about the stubborn refusal of 
the New York City Transit Au
thority and theTranspprtWork
ers Union to make even the most 
nominal efforts to accommodate 
Sabbath observers of various 
faiths- a policy AJCongress is 
presently· challenging in the 
New York City Court of Ap
pealson behalfof a Seventh Day 
Adventist - that policy 'is not 
anti-Semitic," declared Howard 
Teich, president of the 

. AJCongress Metropolitan Re-
gion . 

"Councilman Noach Dear's 
charge that the policy is anti
Semi tic is irresponsible, and 
detracts from the real issues pre
sented by the TA and TWU's _ 
policy." 

"The charge of anti-Semitism 
is a powerful one," Teich said . 
" It will .retain that power on\y 
so long as its use is confined to 
real instances of unthinking ha
tred of Jews, and not used as a 
way of exploiting religious ten
sions." 

Theproblemarose,explained ' 
Teich, bec.ause "most operating 
jobs in the Transit Authority are 
parceled out on a strict seniority · 
basis. The Transit Worker 's 
Union refuses to allow employ
ees with seniority to swap shifts 
with less senior employees who 
need specific days off to observe 
their Sabbath. Although this is a 
doubtful interpretation of its 
contract with the TA," said 
Teich, "thatagencyhasnotchal
lenged the union's extreme and 
rigid interpretation of the con
tract, preferring to appease the . 
union rather than insist on a 

reading which would allow at 
least some accommodation 
while protecting employee se
niority." 

Seventh Day Adventists as . 
well as Jews are affected by this 
policy, Teich noted, and the 
AJCongress has taken a case in
volvingSeventh Day Adventists 
-Myersv. N.Y.C. TA-to the 
New York Court of Appeals. 

"One can regard the TA's 
position as unlawful and insen
sitive - as we do - without 
believing thatitis anti-Semi tic," 
declared Teich. 

"The charge of anti-Semitism 
generated headlines for Coun
cilman Dear, and no doubt will 
also add to the already too-high 
level of ethnic and religious con
flict in the city. It sheds no light 
whatever on the legitimate is
sues at stake in the TA's and 
TWU's position. 

The debasement of the coin 
of anti-Semitism for personal 
partisan advantage should con
cern all who are truly commit
ted to the well-being of Jews," 

Temple Beth-El, in conjunc
tion withJewishFamilyService, 
will host a discussion group to 
explore issues of intermarriage, 
and to provide support to par
ents in their quest to raise a Jew
ish child. 

. The group will consider what 
Jewish values are, and ways to 
inculcate them in Jewish chil
dren. The program will prob
ably include some lively discus
sion as groupinembers struggle 
to clarify their thoughts and feel
ings. It should be enlightening 
to share ideas and discover that 
one is not alone in his or her 
struggle. 

The program will be led by 
Julie Gutterman, MSW, CISW, 
LICSW, clinical director at Jew
ish Family Service. It will meet 
at Temple Beth-El from 7 to 8 
p.m. on five Wednesday eve
nings, beginning on Feb. 28. 

The program is open to -the 
community. There is a registra
tion fee of $10 per family. Regis
tration may be made by phone 
or mail, or on the night of the 
opening session. Advanced reg
istration is recommended as 
class size is limited . 

Temple Beth-El Mantle Exhibited 

For further information, call 
the temple office at 331-6070. 

In 1987, the Temple Beth-El 
Fine Arts Committee commis
sioned Ina Golub to create new 
Torah mantles and reading 
stand covers for the synagogue 
and the chapel. 

Golub also created a new ark 
curtain and valence for the syna
gogue at that time, using a tech
nique of applique and stitchery. 

Jewish Family Service Offers 
'Separation and Divorce' Series 

The Totah mantle designed 
for use in Temple Beth-El's 
chi'pel has been included in a 
retrospective exhibition of 
Golub's work at Yeshiva Uni
versity Museum in Manhattan . 
which will run until July 31. A free orientation session for 

a six-p_art workshop on Separa
tion and Divorce will be held on 
Feb. 29 at 6 p.m. at Jewish Fam
ily Service, 229 Waterman St., 
Providence. 

This support group is for 
people who have recently been 
separated or divorced and who 
wish to learn ways of coping 
with the experience of being 
single again. , 

Individuals will work 
through the many emotions that 

Temple Beth-El 
Presents 'The 
Megillah on 
Broadway' 

Temple Beth-El will present 
"The Megillah on Broadway," 
featuring familiar and favorite 
Broad way show tunes with rlew 
and improved lyrics suitable for 
Purim, on March 4 at 6:30 p.m., 
at the temple, 

Written by New York com
poser Norman Roth, this show 
tells the story of Esther in a to
tally new way. 

There will be the play, a 
Megillah reading, a costume 
parade, prizes and refresh
ments. This event is suitable fdr 
all ages, and is open to all. 

For further information, ca ll 
the temple at 331-6070. 

accompany the end of a mar
riage, and learn to hand le issues 
such as their children's reac
tions, dealing with the ex
spouse, and dating. 

The first session is a free ori
entation meeting where the 
group will have the opportu
nity to provide input on the is
sues they wish to explore and 
their Fref2rences for schedul
ing. 

There will bea $60 fee for the 
remaining six sessions. Those 
who need to make special finan
cial arrangements should call 
the agency, 

Pre-registration is required . . 
To register, or for more infor

mation,call Sandra Haas, at331-
1244. 

Place a classified in the 
Herald for only $3.00 

The exhibit, "The Work of 

Metro West 
Invites You 

There will be a program of 
entertainment, music, dancing, 
arts and crafts, work~hops, great 
food, Passover shopping and 
information about Jewish agen
ciesservingthe Metro West Jew
ish community, on March 17 at 
the Best Western Royal Plaza 
Hotel in Marlboro, Mass, This 
event will be fun for the whole 
family. Admission is $3 for 
adults; $2 for seniors and chil
dren under 12. 

For more information, call 
(508) 879-3300. 

The Metro West Jewish Com
munity Center, the sponsoring 
organization, is a service of the 
Jewish Community Centers of 

SHMUEL TAITELBAUM 
CERTIFIED MOHEL 

Providence-Based• Recommended by Local Physicians & Rabbis 
861-1403 

the Weaver in Colors," includes 
Torah mantles, wedding cano
pies, wall hangings, prayer 
shawls and ceremonial objects. 
The artist incorporated a vari
ety of techniques in her work, 
including tapestry, handweav
ing, applique, quilting, stitch
ery, beadworkand fabric paint
ing. 

The pieces are on loan from 
15 synagogues and 17 private 
collections from around the 
country and from the artist's 
own collection. 

Golub's designs are inspired 
by the varied forms of nature 
and the effect of light on shape 

Greater Bo~ton, a constituent 
agency of Combined Jewish 
Philanthropies. 

and form. The concept of light 
plays an important role in Juda
ism and in her work, and she 
attempts to capture this quality 
in her textiles by her juxtaposi
tion of color and texture. 

Temple Beth-El is grateful to 
all those who supported the 
temr,le's Fine Arts Fund, which 
made the temple's commission 
of Golub's work possible. 

Crafters Wanted 
Temple Torat Yisrael , 330 

Park Ave., in Cranston, will be 
holding an arts and crafts fair 
on May 5. 

Artisans who have wood
work, paintings, jewelry, de
signer clothing etc. to exhibit 
and sell are asked to call Bar
bara Dwares, at 943-1532 for 
more information. 

The Party Warehouse 
NEW PRICE STRUCTURE 

25% DISCOUNT 
On All Printed Pape~ Supplies Only!! 

Nor IN CoNJuNcr10N W1rH ANv O rHER SroRE D1scouNrs OR PRoi\1onoNs 

CHILDREN'S PARTY SUPPLIES 
• Madeline • Muppets Treasµre Island 

• Boys Toys • Cinderella 

• Martial Arts • Sesame Street 

• Winnie the Pooh • Pocahontas 

• Lion King • Toy Story 

ALWAYS DISCOUNT PRICES 

OPEN PRESIDENTS' DAY 9:30 AM~ PM 
310 EAST AVENUE, PAWTUCKET• 726-2491 • JEANNE STEIN 

MONDAY- THURSDAY 9:30 AM-(; PM, 
FRIDAY 9:30 AM-7 PM, SATURDAY 9:30 AM-5 PM 
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URI Hillel Is Jammin' and Hammin' 

From Feb. 27 to March 13, 
URI students are participating 
in Jewish Awareness Month 
(JAM), an international Hillel 
project designed to give cam
puses an opportunity to ce l
ebrate Jewish life through di
verse, dynamic s tudent activi
ties and events. 

Joining with 100 other cam
puses throughout North 
America in this celebration, URI 
Hillel is complementing JAM 
with Hillel Awareness Month 
(HAM) by planning a varie ty of 
activities titled to pl<:1y off the 
"trief" theme of the pig. 

TheHAMandJAMprograms 
are intermingled into an intense 
three-week period of events 
ranging from a s tudent-led 
PurimMegillah reading toa Pigs 
in a Blanket Night (all-night 
movie marathon), Haman
taschen Bake-ins in the residence 
halls to cooking and serving din
ner a t the Welcome House. 

Highlights of URl's JAM a nd 
HAM include: 

• Beah' Achon: Jewis h a 
capella; 

• Hamming it lJp: A night of 
comedy with Moshe Waldoks; 

• Purim JAM: Purim party; 
• Pig Out and Dance: Israeli 

rrhe \ight· 
wi\\ return. 
S\?ting wi\\ artive. 
-p\an to ce\ebrate 
no-W b)1 \earning to 
\o-ve something ne-W, 
and ma)1be meeting 
someone too~ 
sr\1.l'NG colJRS£S 
Bf.Gl'N \N J\\\D·J\\,\\lC\-\, 
.ll.l'R\L N'lD J\\i\'i • 

]\:lake your spring 
more fulfilling by 
joining us for one of 
our t 70 evening and 
weekend courses in: 

i,\tctatutc 
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buffet and dancing. 
"The purpose of HAM and 

JAM at the University of Rhode 
Island is to create different op
portunities for Jewish students 
to e xplore, discover a nd 
strengthen their Jewish identi
ties and enhance their connec
tion to o ther Jewish s tudents a t 
URI," said AileneGerhardt,staff 
coordinator of HAM and JAM 
'96 and the University of Rhode 
Island's Jewish Campus Service 
Corps Fellow. 

"JAM and HAM also aims to 
share the richness and diversity 
of the Jewish heritage w ith the 
e ntire ca mpus community. 

through campus-wide public 
events." 

UR! studentsorganizingJAM 
and HAM events are enthusias
tic about their upcoming pro
grams. 

"JAM a nd HAM wil l have a 
huge impact on our campus. I 
think students here will see URI 
Jewish life and URI H illel in a 
new and exciting way," said 
Leon Rosen, s tudent coordina
tor of HAM and JAM ' 96. 

For questions or more infor
mation on this month of pro
grams hitting the land of the 
Ram, call the HAM and JAM 
hotline a t 874-2740. 

Performing Arts Camp 
Offered at RIC This Summer 

Rhode Island College is of
fering a Performing Arts Camp 
this s ummer for a three-week 
period in July for grade-school 
s tudents ages 11 to 16 (grades 
seven to 11). 

The camp, in which pa rtici
pants will be immersed in all 
the pe~forming arts including 
theatre, music and da nce, will 
run ftom July 8 to 26 on the RIC 
campus. 

Daily sessions will be 9:30 
a .m . to 3:30 p .m . Mo nday 
through Friday, and will utilize 
such facilities as Roberts Little 
Theatre, Roberts Recital Hall, 
the d ance studios a nd class
rooms in the Recreatioo Center, 
Gaige Hall, and Roberts Hall 
auditoriums: the sites of profes
sional and RIC student perfor
mances during the acad emic 
year. 

Students must provide fo r 
their own brown-bag lunches 
ormay makeuseofthe Donovan 
Dining Center on ca mpus to 
purchase lunches. 

Tuition cost is $300, p lus a 
$20 non-refundable ap plica tion 
fee. Scholarships are available 
for needy and d eserving stu
dents, s~id theatre professor 

Edward A. Scheff, w ith particu
lar emphasis being placed on 
the need s of students in the 
metropolitan area. 

Scheff said the sponsors of 
the camp - the departments of 
theatre/ dance and music - are 
asking teachers to identify s tu
dents who would like to attend 
but can' t afford to. 

Accordingly, RIC is looking 
for sponsors from the business 
communi ty w ho will help de
serving students who could not 
a fford to attend wi thout finan
cial assistance. 

On the third Frid ay of camp, 
families, friends and scholarship 
sponsors of the campers will be 
invited toa performance inRob
erts Hall auditoriu m at which 
students will d isp lay their skills 
and ta lents. 

Enrollment is li'm1ted to 30 
students, so early application is 
encouraged. 

Those interested should con
tact Scheff for further informa-· 
tion and application materials 
by ca lling 456-8639 or w ri_ting to 
him at the Department of The
atre and Dance, Rhode Isla nd 
College, Providence, RI 02908. 

Emmy Award-Winning Actor to 
Recreate MLK Performance 

"MLK: We Are the Dream" 
wonAI Eaton an Emmyaward in 
.1986 for his portrayal on CBS of 
the slain Civil-Rights leader and 
four fictional characters who 
could have livecj during that 
watershed era in American his
tory. 

Now Eaton will reacreate that 
performance at the University of 
Massachusetts Dartmouth on 
Feb. 29 at 7 p.m. in the main audi
torium. Admission is ftee. 

The performance is part of 
the universi ty's celebration of 

Black History Month. For fur
ther informa tio n, te lepho ne 
(508) 999-8009. 

"MLK: We Are the Dream" is· 
a powerful a nd moving portrait 
of Dr. Martin Luther Ki ng Jr. 
and the historical impact of his 
non-violent activism on the Civil 
Rights Movement. Al Ea ton re
crea tes ma ny of King's most fa
mous speeches with s tunning 
accuracy a nd gives wha t has to 
be one of the most realis tic por
trayals of King ever. 

M.S. Essay Scholarships Available 
More than $16,000, in IO col

lege scholarships, is available to 
high school sop.homores, jun
iors and seniors through a na
tion wid e essay com petition 
sponsored by the Multiple Scle
rosis Association of America. 

Now in its third year, 
MSAA's "Project Learn MS™ 
'96" e ncourages s tudents to 
writeaS00- to l ,000-word essay 
on MS, its effects on the family, 

a nd how society can improve 
li fe for the p hysica lly cha l
lenged . All essays must includ e 
a n officia l regis tra tion form, 
$7.50 in prepaid sponsorship, 
and must be postmarked by May 
27. 

Information on the competi
tion is available through local 
high school guidance offi ces or 
by ca ll ing MSAA a t (800) 
LEARN-MS. • 

DARK IMAGERY - Judith K. Brodsky's exhibition offers a 
profound look at northern New Jersey's industrial landscape. 

Plroto courtesy of RISD 

Judith-K. Brodsky Exhibition 
Reveals Industrial Landscape 

A seriesof15 large-scalecolor 
lithographs w hich explore the 
landscape and ecology of north
ern New Jersey with p rofound 
historical insight and whimsy 
will be on view at the Museum 
of Art, Rhode Island School of 
Design from Feb. 23 through 
April 28. 

The e xh ibition, e ntit led 
"Judith K. Brodsky: The Mead
owlands Strike Back" isa narra
tive sequence using images from 
the northern New Jersey indus
trial wastelandsofoil refineries, 
highways, air and sea ports. 

Accordi ng to Judith K. 
Brodsky, this series "is the re
sult of her commuting on the 
New Jersey Turnpike for eight 
years." She wrote, "As I was 

d riving up and down the turn
pike, the imagery of the refiner
ies, the garbage mou ntains, and 
the ports impinged on my con
sciousness." 

In ''The Meadowlands Strike 
Back," Brodsky's images of the 
environment are metaphors for 
her view of life, decay, death, 
a nd potentia l sa lvatio n. Her 
works reflect complex cultural 

concerns by confronting the in
tellectual, social and political 

issues of our time. 
Museum visitors will have 

an opportunity to meet the art
ist d uring an open house sched
uled for Feb.25, from 2 to 4 p.m. 
in the Museum of Art, RISD's 
upper Farago Gal!ery. 

ORT Announces Young 
Leadership Mission to Israel 

Women'sAmericanORTwill 
be hosting a 10-day mission to 
Israel from April 25 to May 6 for 
young leaders (maximum age 
45), their families and friends. 

Heading this venture will be 
Suellen Kadis, of Cleveland, and 
Laurie R. SchacherofNew York 
City. 

The 1996 Young Leadership 
Mission will travel throughout 
Israel, touring sites of interest, 
experiencing the country's cu l
ture and heritage, and visiting 
ORT schools and facilities. Par
ticipants will have an opportu
nity to visit and speak with s tu
dents and faculty a t the various 
ORT institutions. 

Kadis has been president of 

Wom e n 's Ame rica n O RT's 
Cleveland Leadership Round 
Table since 1993. 

She is a member of the Cleve
land Jewish Community· Fed
eration women's cabinet and a 
graduate of the Mandel Leader
ship Symposium. 

Schacher has been president 
of the New_ York CitiWomen 
Chapter of Women's American 
ORT since 1993, and also serves 
on the organization's National 
Speakers Bureau. 

For further information on the 
1996 mission, contact Women's 
American ORT, 315 Park Ave. 
South, New York, N.Y. 10010, 
(212) 505-7700, ext. 24-l. 

'What's so Funny About Science?' 
Sid ney Harris, freela nce car

toonist whose work has ap
peared in such d iverse publica
tions as Barron's, The New Yorker, 
Discover, Science, a nd P1111c/, will 
visit the University of Rhod e 
Island on Feb. 28. 

The occasion is the annual 
dinner of the URI Chapter of 
Sigma" Xi, a na tional honor soci
ety for science stud ents. Harris 
wi ll be the featu red speaker. 
About 20 new members will be 
ind ucted into the society. 

Harr is ' ta lk is e ntitled· 
"Wha t's so fu nny about sci
ence?" No doubt participa nts 
wi ll quickly learn that the a n
swe r is Sid ney Harris . The 

cartoonis t' s li g hthear ted 
sketches have adorned bulletin 
boards and refrigerator doors 
around the world, includ ing the 
boards and doors of scientists a t 
URI. _ 

About a third of his 18 car
toon books have been about sci
ence. Since 1985, a traveling ex
hibit of his science cartoons and 
paintings has made the rounds 
of numerous museums through
out the country. 

The la test book by Harris, 
fi lled with cartoons about the 
environment, is due any day in 
loca I boo ks tores. It's ca lied Tire re 
Goes tire Neighbor/rood. 



JNF on Campus Sponsors 
-Eco-Zionism .Conference 

Gen~er Biases Profoundly 
Affect Academic Development 

Jewish college and graduate 
students who want to be envi
ronmentally active by fostering 
love for Israel and the impor
tanceofcaring for Ha' Aretz, The 
Land, can join their peers at the 
first ever Eco-Zionism Confer
ence in Tucson, Ariz., from 
March 22 through 24. 

The conference is sponsored 
by the Jewish National Fund's 
JNF on Campus division, which 
provides college students with 
information about "Eco-Zion
ism" and promotes Jewish en
vironmental awareness. Co
sponsors of the conference in- · 
elude the coalitiop on the Envi
ronment and Jewish Life, the 
International Arid Lands Con
sortium, The University of Ari
zona Hillel and Arizona State 
University Hillel. 

At the conference, students 
will "study Torah and flora 
while hiking in the mountains," 
said Aliza Kline, JNF on Cam
pus' national coordinator. 

"The program will feature 
talks by experts from the IALC 
on desert e_cology in Am_erica 
and Israel; a tour of the ac
claimed_ Biosphere 2; an "Eco-

shabbat" in the glorious Arizona 
landscape; a meeting with Na
tive Americans who share the 
same environmental ethics; a 
briefing on Israeli-Arab coop
erationon protecting the Middle 
Easternenvironment,and train
ing in JNF campus leadership 
skills. 

The cost of the Eco-Zionism 
Cor.ference, including all pro
grams, room a11d meals, is $75, 

Participapts will stay in cab, 
ins at the Triangle Y Ranch 
Camp, located in Oracle, Ariz., 
40 miles north of Tucson. At
tendees must bring t),eir own 
bedding (sleeping bags are sug
gested). All food will be vegan 
and strictly kosher. Free trans
portation will be provided from 
the Phoenix and Tucson airports 
·on Friday afternoon. 

. Travel to Arizona is not in
cluded in the fee. Subsidies may 
be av;iilable; consult the local 
Hillel professional or JNF of
fi ce. 

For applications, contact 
Aliza Kline, (212) 879-9300, ext. 
330, or send e-mail to jnfoncmps 
@aol.com. 

Seminary Students Celebrate 
Sabbath All Over North America 

AscandlesarelitacrossNorth fourth-year rabbinical student 
America on Feb. 23, a special from southern California. "JTS 
Shabbat will begin. is a special place where we 

Students from the Jewish daven, eat, study, and socialize 
Theological Seminary will have together. SeminaryShabbatpro
traveled all over the United vides an opportunity for syna
States and to Canada to join gogue communities to have a 
synagogue communities for tasteof thissupportiveenviron
Natipnal Seminary Shabbat, a mentandshate the loveoflearn
weekend of learning and eel- ing and day-to-day living -that 
ebration. More than 100 syn@- embody Conservative Juda
gogues are participating in this ism." 
unusual program linking JTS "SeminaryShabbatgivesstu
students with the Conservative · dents exposure to real life in 
Jewish community. real shuls, often in areas unfa-

"So many people are left out mi liar to the students. It is also 
of .the seminary experience," an eye-opener for synagogue 
remarked Michael Beals, a members, because they get ex-

BCC Hosts 
Exhibit 

Bristol Community College 
will hold an exhibit featuring 
paintings and drawings by Ron 
Lister, associate professor of art, 
and partner Marilyn Triangolo. 

posure to the kind of person 
whoattendstheseminarynow," 
noted Rebecca Jacobs, director 
of donor relations and coordi
nator of the program. 

In some areas, seminary 
Shabbatot are being held on 
other dates. 

by Kimberly Miller 
Brandeis University News Bureau 

Gender biases in J~wish day 
schools can profoundly affect 
the academic and personal de
velopmentof students and their 
involvement in Jewish life, ac
cording to participants at a first
of-its kind conference held Feb. 
13 at Brandeis University. 

"By age 3, children begin to 
play and react according to their 
stereotyped gender role," said 
Judy Avnery,aspecialistinedu
cational media and technology. 
"Teachers repeatedly challenge 
the boys, confirming their 
knowledge, while girls are be
ing awarded for their neatness, 
not content."" 

More than 200 women and 
men involved with Jewish edu
cational organizations gathered 
for the first time to address is
suesof genderinequalityinJew
ish day schools. 

Participants evaluated class
room teaching styles, and the 
use of language in biblical texts, 
to generate gender awareness. 
in Jewish education. Partici
pants at the conference, titled 
"ExploringlssuesofGenderand 
Jewish Day School Education 
(kindergarten to 8)," included 
experts in religious education, 
psychology, social work, Jew
ishstudies, philosophy and gen
der studies. 

"This conference is about 
tikkun olam (repairing the 
world) and derech eret (decent 
behavior)," said Aliza Aizt of 

The Dinosaurs 
Are Singing in 

Wayland Square 
Books on the Square will fea

ture a prograf!1 by Fishel Bresler, 
storyteller and musician, on Feb. 
25, from 2 to 3 p.m. 

This program is designed for 
children ages 3 to 8 and their 
families. Everyone will learn 
how to make dinosaur music. 
Children can bring their own 
musical instruments or use one 
of Bresler' s. The program i·s free 
and open to the public. 

Books on the Square is lo
cated at 471 Angell St. in 
Wayland Square, Providence. 
Call 331-9097 for more informa
tion. 

While they both have a simi
lar style, Triangoloenjoysdraw
ing and painting figures and 
landscapes. Lister describes 
himself as "a 20th-century artist 
who enjoys going from realist to 
contemporary." 

eAMPAVODA 

One part of the show will be 
Triangolo's more than 100 
pieces of full -size figure paint
ings. 

In another feature of the 
show, Lister and Triangolo will 
present interpretations of the 
same objects, as seen through 
Lheir own perspectives. 

Opening day is March 1 in 
the AIis Center and will extend 
until March 20. 

For any add itional informa
tion, contact Lister at (SOS) 578-
2811, ext. 2256. 

Annouce your child's birth 
ff!1 in the Herald ~ 

On B.eautiful Lake Tispaquin 
Middleboro, Massachusetts 02346 

Founded In 1927 for J ewish boys 7 to 15 years old 
entering grades 2 through IO 

'Toe Tradition Conµnues" 

Archery ~ Arts & CraflS • BaskctbaJI • Canoeing • fishing • Football 
funyaking • Hydrosliding • Kayaking• Kickball • Newcombe • Photography 

Ping Pong·• Radio • Rowing • Salllng • Soccer • Sdflball • Street Hockey • Swim 
Instruction • Tennis • Tubing• Volleyball • Watcrskiing • Weightlifting • Windsurfing 
Woodworking • WresU!ng • Weekly Flctd Trips • Inter- and Intra-Camp CompcUUon 

EXCELLENT KOSHER FOOD• RESIDENT R.N. 
• 3 ON-CALL PEDIATRICIANS 

8-week or two 4-week periods 
CALL OR WRITE: 

Paul G. Davis, Director 
CampAvoda 

11 Essex Street, Lynnfield, MA 01940 
(617) 334-6275 

(Fu:~ (617) 334-4~• '-=====-

the Solomon Schechter Day 
School. "It is our job to recog
nize the implications of gender, 
how it shapes our lives in such a 
critical way, and to fix what is 
broken in our world." 

The conference was orga
nized by the Women's Studies 
Program and community vol
unteers. It was structured into 
12 workshops where groups of 

"This conference is about 
tikkun olam (repairing 
the world) and derech 

eretz (decent behavior)." 
Alim Arzt 

15 to 20 people discussed topics 
nrnging from language apd 
prayer, dialogue between boys 
and girls, teaching gender sen
sitivity in the study of biblical 
texts, and how gender shapes 
our lives. 

Blu Greenberg from CLAL 
(The National Jewish Center for 
Learning and Leadership) and 
Harry Brod from the University 
of Delaware agreed that gender 
issues affect both men and 
women. "Adifficulttaskisbefore 
thecommunitv," Greenberg said, 

"wemustgenerategenderaware
ness while maintaining gender 
distinctiveness." 

Shulamit ReilUlilrz, professor 
of sociology and director of the 
Women's Studies Program at 
Brandeis, cited the unprec• 
edented nature of the conference's 
bringing together all branches of 
the Jewish community. 

"This is a celebration of our 
ability to work together as femi
nists; educators and members 
of the Jewish community," she 
said. "Gender awareness does 1 

not divide us; it brings us to
gether." 

The conference was held in 
memory of Sidney Ba um, a busi
nessman within Chicago's Jew
ishcommunity, who led a group 
of women in Torah study for 
almost 30 years. Members of 
Baum's group raised seed 
money to create the conference 
in his memory. A dozen other 
individuals and foundations 
helped sponsor the conference 
as well. 

A book reporting on all the 
issues discussed during the con
ference will be available soon. 
For further information, contact 

· Lisa Gay, (617) 736-3042. 

'So What Do You Think?' 
"So What Do You Think?" 

Give your opinion on some of 
the latest books at a book dis
cussiongroup for 1;,oysand girls 
in grades three through six at 
the William Hall Library, 1825 
Broad St. 

lively discussion and refresh
ments. The group will meet on 
Thursdays from 3 to 4 p.m., 
March 7 through April 11. 

Registration begins on Feb. 
26. Visitor call the library at781-
2450 for registration or addi
tional informatjon. 

A picturo it worth 1000 words: .. ~ 

"Camp JORI is better than 
Disneyland 

because you're 
there longer and 
have more fun!" 

-quote from a 1995 camper 

... s:omdimu. 
Al Camp JORI, your child will spend his or her summer 

vacation making friends and memories that will lost a lifetime. 
For over 50 yeors. boys and girls have participated in a lorge 
variety of activities and events, all led by a qualified staff, which 
focuses on building valuable skills and self-confidence. 

Localed on 13.5 acres in Narragansett, Camp JORI is the 
only Jewish overnight camp in Rhode Island and follows kosher 
dielory laws. Enrollment is open lo boys and girls ages 7 lo 13. 

$1150 per 4 week Trip 
Trip I June 30-July 28 

Trip II July 28-Augusl 25 

$ 700 tor special 2 week session 
tor new overnight campers only 

Trip I June 30-July 14 
Trip II July 28- August 11 

For information, call (401) 521 -2655. 
Campershlps avoUble for Rtlode lslonct.rs. • CAMPJORI 

229 Waterman Street 
Providence, RI 02906 
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IN ~UBA 
Long-Dormant Jewish Commu·nity Comes ·Back to Life 

. . . 

by Kenneth Bandier 
HAVANA (JTA) - Located 

barely 90 miles from tl;te United 
States, Cuba has for more than 
three decades been virtually cut 
off from the rest of the Jewish 
world. 

Before the 1959 revolution 
that brought Fidel Castro . to 
power, Cuba boasted a vibrant 
Jewish communi_ty of 15,000, 
with an array of Jewish institu
tions and Zionist organizations. 

In the community's heyday, 
there were fi ve Jewish elemen
tary schools, one Jewish high 
school and five syr agogues in 
the Cuban capitalofHavana 
theoldest a Sephardi synagogue 
dating from 1914. 

Today, the Cuban Jewish 
community-numbering some 
2,000 - is a mix of Sephardi 
Jews who came mainly from 
Turkey in the early part of this 
century and Ashkenazi Jews 
who mostly arrived as refugees 
from Europe before and during 
World War II. 

Support for Castro · was 
nearly universal among the Jews 
when he overthrew the dictator 
Fulgencio Batista. 

But within two years, after 
Castro declared Cuba an atheis-

tic state, nationali~ed businesses 
and other properties, and intro
duced communism, some 12,000 
Jews joined thousands of other 
Cubans fleeing the country. 

Mos t of the' Jews landed in 
southern Florida. Others went 
to Mexico and Venezuela. 

"Most Jews thought they can
not raise their children as Jews," 
said Adela Dwbrin, vice presi
dent of the Jewish community, in 
Havana. "They feared civil war. 
Living only 90 miles from the 
United States, they believed it 
was impossible for Cuba to sur
vive without the help of the U.S." 

Among the Jews who fled 
were mos t of the community's 
leaders, all its rabbis and teach
ers, and many who had lost busi
nesses. 

In Miami, the continuing ha
tred of Castro is just as strong 
among Jews from Cuba as itis in 
the general ex_ile community. 

"They believe that any Jew 
who stayed in Cuba was a so
cialist or communist," said 
Raquel Scheck,, a Cuban Jew 
from Miami who recently vis
ited Havana for the first time 
since leaving in 1961. 

That view explains why the 
remnant communityinCuba·re-

mains virtually cut off from Cu
bans living in the United States. 

"Very few Cuban Jews in 
Miami support Jews in Cuba," 
said Dr. J-ose Miller, the 
longstanding president of the 
Jewish community in Cuba. 

Among the Jews whosfayed, 
only a minority maintained any 
involvement with Judaism. 
Most of the community drifted 
away from religious life, and 
interm!lrriage was widespread. 

The Patronato could barely 
muster a minyan, though a num
ber of Jewish families contin
ued to observe Shabbat and 
major holidays in their own 
homes, even though candles, 
bread and other supplies were 
scarce. 

For Passover, Jews relied on 
packa_ges sent from abroad, par
ticularly from the_CanadianJew
ish Congress, which had access 
because Canada maintained ties 
with Cuba. 

Still, Jews in Cuba could get 
kosher meat, a fact many point 
to as a sign of the absence of 
anti-Semitism in Cuba. 

A visitor to Cuba today finds 
a long-dormantJewishcommu
nity corning back to life with 
vigor. 

SMILING FACES - These girls are part of a Jewish community in Cuba that is trying to revive 
itself. The picture was tak!'n at Patronato Synagogue. in Havana, Cuba. 

· · Photo by Roy Mittelman, ,courtesy of the /TA and JDC 

Argentine Rabbi Ignites Fervor 
in Dormant Cuba·n Communities 

by Kenneth Bandier 
HAVANA {JTA) -Strolling 

on Paseo Prado, one of the Cu
ban capital's main boulevards, 
Rabbi Shmuel Szteinhend ler, 
with eyes open ~ideand a broad 
smile, stops a group of school
children and enchants them to 
sing. 

The 20 children, a ll strangers 
to the rabbi, are gleefu l. 

Their young teacher steps 
forward and selects one to reci te 
a poem. As soon as she finishes, 
Szteinhendler lifts the young 
girl, gives her a loving hug and 
a kiss on the cheek, and thanks 
all the children ga thered . 

Once again, the cha rismatic 
Argentine-born rabbi has 
touched some individuals in a 
meaningful way. 

"Being a rabbi ha, to bea kind ------

of vocation-a passion- a mis
sion," said Sztei nhend ler, 49. 

His mission, he sa id, is "to 
give meanipg to being in this 
world ." 

For the Jews of Cuba, Sztein
hendler's periodic visits during 
the past fou r years have been 
central to the renaissanceof their 
communi ty. He has helped fill a 
void crea ted more than three 
decades ago when a ll the rabbis 
fl ed Cuba after the 1959 revolu
tion. 

Szteinhend ler began his com
munal career al the age of 15 in 
Buenos Aires, where he later 
was ordained as a Conservative 
rabbi . For the past 18 yea rs, he 
led a congregation in Guad
a lajara, Mexico. About 20 per
cent of tha t congrega tion came 
from C 1ba when lhous«nds of 

Jews fled Fidel'Castro's revolu
tion. He said his congregants 
led him to believe that there 
were no Jews left in Cuba, ex
cept for a few elderly ones. 

But, in Ja nuary 1992, 
Szteinhendler made his fi rst visit 
to Cuba at the behest of the 
American Jewish Joint Distri
bution Committee, which had 
entered Cuba a yea r before to 
provide community-develop
ment expertise in reinvigora t
ing a long-dormant Jewish com
muni ty. 

"I remember they told me, 
'Don' t forget us,' because other 
rabbis had come and gone," 
Szteinhendler reca lled of the 
Jews he met then. When he re
turned two months later with 
religious supplies, "they were 
shncked that I returned " 

The revival ofJewish commu
nal life stems in large part from a 
1991 law passed by the Cuban 
National Assembly that allows 
Cubans to be members of the 
Communist Party and to parqci
pate in religious associations. 

For more than 30 years, the 
daily minyan usually consisted 
of seven elderly men and three 
Torah scrolls placed in chairs in 
a small chapel, Miller said. 

Today, 60 percent of the 100 
people who come regularly on 
Shabbat to the main sanctuary 
are "youngsters," he said . 

When the American Jewish 
Joint Distribution Committee 
began to work with the Cuban 
Jewish community after the 1991 
law was passed, the Patronato 
sanctuary - not used for more 
than three decades - was in 
serious disrepair. 

Tqday, after JDC representa
tives led a clean-up effort, the 
large sanctuary is functional, 
though the many rows of indi
vidual cushioned seats are well
wornand numerous ceiling tiles 
are missing. Because of broken 
windows, a hat and sunglasses 
are in order during Shabbat 
morning services. 

Sti ll, the decorative pulpit 
and the congrega tion's gold
trimmed china set, with dinner 
p lates bearing "Patronato" in 
gold lettering, are reminiscent 
of a more glorious period in the 
history of this grand synagogue 
that had barely passed its bar 
mitzvah year when the revolu
tion occurred. 

But for Alberto Send erey, 
who initiated the JDC's Cuba 
program, the state of the build
ing is not the main concern. 

What is more important is 
" inves ting hea vily in the 
people," said Senderey . 

During the past four years, 
the JDC, which assists Jewish 
communities worldwide, has 
brought in rabbis, teachers and 
youth leaders from Argentina 
to help Cuban Jews rebuild their 
community. 

In December, an exuberant 
Jewish community celebrated 
the 40th anniversary of the 
Patronato. 

The Pa trona to, w hich re
mains thecenter ofJewish activ
ity in the Cuban capital, is in
deed bustling, 

Abq,ut i 50 students - rang
ing in age from 4 to 60 - attend 
Sunday school classes that, be-

cause of a lack of space, are held 
in the sanctuary's balcony. 

In the building's only class
room, 12 young boys are train
ing for their bar mitzvahs. Or
ganizatisrns that meet regularly 
include local affiliates of 
Hadassah and B' nai B' rith. 

All the teachers today are 
Cuban, and some of them a-re 
university students who com
pleted a seven-month "mad
rich,'' or leadership training, 
course in Cuba. 

At Havana's university, there 
are about 100 Jewish students, 
said Liver Maya, 21, who re
cently completed the leadership 
course. 

Most of the 40 students who 
participa te regularly in pro
grams became involved after a 

· core group went door-to-door, 
inviting them to youth-oriented 
events, he said. 

Rabbi ShmuelSzteinhendler, 
an Argentine who on periodic 
visits to Cuba in the past four 
years has helped spark the Jew
ish revival, credi ts the dramatic 
growth of "Jews corning out" 
simply to "word of mouth." 

The community has nearly 
tripled in size from the 700 Jews 
the JDC officials found in 1991. 

Part of the growth came from 
the outreach to Jewish commu
nities in smaller cities, but much 
of it was due to children of inter
faithcoupiesdecidingtoconvert. 

As a result, 60 percent of the 
community's2,000Jews arecon
verts, said Szteinhendler. 

In addition to the 50 conver
sions carried out in late Novem
ber, 30 circumcisions and 20 
weddings were performed by 
two Argentine rabbis and an 
Argentinemohel. TJ:ie three trav
eled by bus to three ci ties, carry
ing with them for the marriage 
cere.monies the only "chupah," 
or w eddin·g ca nopy, the 
Patronato owns. 

All ·conversions are done in 
stri ct accordance wi th Jewish 
law, said Szteinhendler, noting 
that Is rae l Ashkenazi Chief 
Rabbi Yisrael Meir Lau visited 
Cuba in 1994 and approved of 
the conversions. 

The conversions marked the 
end of a process for those seek
ing to reconnect with the Jewish 
people, but "most important, it 
was the beginning of Jewish 
fami lies," sa id Jorge Dinier, co
ordinator of the JDC programs 
in Cuba. 

A Peaceful Picture 
This child is putting the finishing touches on a picture he's 

created for an exhibi t al the J C in Havana, Cuba. See story on 
next page. Pl1otoro11rlcs.11 ofG1mt Hm•1m hl11nd11l1tm In( 
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Communities Reclaim Property as Needs Multiply 
by Kenneth Bandier 

HAVANA (JTA)- On a Sa t
urday morning in ea rly Decem
be r, a-bo ut a w ee k .before 
Chanukah, Sephardi Jews in 
Cuba gathered lo celebra te what 
they consider their own miracle. 

For the first time in ma ny 
years, Shabba t services are be
ing held at theSephardic Jewish 
Center. The event ma rks the 
culmination of two yea rs of ne
goti ations to regain possession 
of the building. 

Unable to maintain the build
ing after the mass exodus of 
thousands of Cuban Jews a fter 
the 1959 revolutibn, most of the 
building was rented to cultura l 
organizations. 

Sephardi Jews were left with 
only a small chapel and an office. 

"The situation was not easy, 
_but being Jewish we had the 
courage to go forth in a ny situa
tion," said Yosef Levy, presi
dent of the Sephardi center. 

Unlike the experiences ofJew
ish communities in European 
Communist countries, commu
nal property in Cuba was not 
seized by the gover_nment, Cu
ban Jewish leaders point out. 

And, theysay, thegovernment 
is supportive of efforts to reclaim 
property for communal use. 

Nonetheless, such efforts 
have run into diffi culties when 
the current users of the space 
a re reluctant to move or need 
tim~ to find a lternati ve quar
_ters. The recove ry o f the 
Sephard i center occurred room
by-room over two yea rs. 

Als0 las t year, in Santiago de 
Cuba, a fi ve-hour bus ride from 
Hava na, the munici pality re
turned the synagogue to the 100-
member Jewish community. 

The transfer relieved Rebecca 
Botton, president of the Santiago 
Jewish community, of the bur
den of hosting 50 people in her 
home every Shabba t for services. 

Encouraged by these success
ful efforts at property restitution, 
Jewish communities across the 
country are pursuing claims as 
well. 

Before the revolution, a large - ,--------------------------------------, 
building adjace nt to the 
Ashkenazi-d ominated Pa tro
na to, Hava na's mai n syna
gogue, housed a Jewish com
rnuni ty center and day school. It 
was rented to the Cuban Minis

. try of Culture in the 1960s and, 
in 1987, was sold . 

Now, with the communi ty 
fo rced to·use thesanctuary's bal
cony fo r renewed Sunday school 
classes, Cuba n Jews would like 
to see the synag0gue's annex 
returned. 

"I thought that before I die 
this part of the building will be 
recovered by the Jewish com
munity," sa id Adela Dworin, 
vice president of the Je~ish com
munity here. 

The rush to reclaim property 
is seen as a necessity as Jewish 
life is once again flouri shing. 

As the community, rebuilds 
its institutions, one of the pri
mary services functioning since 
1991 is a pha rma cy a t the 
Patrona to . 

Created with the assistance 
of the American Jewish Joint 
Dis tribution Committee, the 
pharmacy dispenses medicatiqn 
to Jews weekly. It also cooper
ates with a Ca tholic-run phar
macy to provide some medica
tions to non-Jews. 

As the communi!Y has ex
panded , the deepening of Jew
ish identity has led some Jews to 
choose aliyah. 

A fte r a rece nt Ka ba la t 
Shabbat servicea t the Pa tronato, 
two young Cubans asked an 
Ame ri ca n · vis itor ques ti o ns 
about life in Israel. They were 
preparing to leave wi thin.weeks. 

Emigra tion to Israel happens 
discreetl,y, and those who are 
famil ia r with Cuba n aliyah will 
not d iscuss precise numbers. 

However, one source esti
mated that as much as 20 per
cent of the communi ty probably 
would leave for Israelin the near 
future. 

"Leaving is a national prob
lem," she sa id, add ing that a 
sizable minority of th_e general 

MORNING TORAH SERVICES at Patronato Synagogue, Havana, Cuba. 
P/roto by Roy Mitte/nia11 , courtesy oft/r e ([JI a11d JDC 

Cuban popula tio n wants to 
emigrate. 

Economic hardship is one 
primary_ motivation. 

Cubans have the highest lit
eracy rate in Latin America,a nd 
in the Jewish population, pro
fessions such as doctors a nd 
engineers are, dominant. 

In a country where ev~n the 
mayor of the capital city admits 
that more than half of the build
ings are in urgent need of re
pair, where public transporta

. ti o n is s poradi c a nd o v e r
crow d ed , w he re foo d a nd 
household supplies are ra tioned 
and where the average monthly 
sa lary is about $12, the allure of 
the revolution's goa ls to rea li ze 
a better society has faded . 

For members of the Jewish 
·community, however, there is 
one distinct exception to the ra
tion lis t-access to kosher meat. 

This accommoda tion is ar
ranged byCastro'sgovernment, 

whose o ffi cia ls a ll o w the 
country's one kosher butclier to 
select the cows to use for the 
ritual slaughte_r, according to 
Jewish communal leaders. 

A short walk from the butcher 

The recovery of the 
Sephardi center occurred 

room-by-room over 
two years. 

is the country 's oldest syna
gogue, Chevet Achim. 
. Fou nded in 1914, Cheve t 
Ach.im was closed last summer 
because the roof lea ks when it 
rains and the· adjoining build
ing is in da nger of collapsing. 

Because most Jews do mi t live 
in this are'<l, the community has 
all but given up on the idea of 
restoring the building for d ai l'y 

use as a synagogue. 
But community leaders are 

eager to make sure that Chevet 
Achim, like o ther communa l 
properti es being reclaimed , is 
preserved forfuturegenerations. 

" Ins ide these wa lls the 
Sephard ic Jews lived the best 
years of their li ves," said Levy, 
expressing the hope that the 
build ing would be transformed 
into a museum of Jewish life in 
Cuba . 

Communi ty leaders, as well 
as JDC officia ls, are confident 
tha t the majority of Cuba n Jews 
wi ll remai n, and they are look
ing ah~ad to co1~ti nue the work 
of rebuildi ng a nd organi zing 
Cl!lban Jewry. "They s ta rted 
from scra tch a nd a re rea lly 
build ing up a society in every 
sense of the word," said Am
bassador Milton Wolf, president 
of the JDC, who is a fo rmer U.S. 
envoy to Austria . 

Arab-Jewish Children's Art for 
Peace on Exhibit in Havana 

Chi ldren's Art fo r Peace, a 
u niqu e Arab and Jew ish 
children's art exhibit, is now on 
disp lay at the Jewish Commu
nitY. Center in Havana, Cuba . 
Th.is first-time, non-governmen
tal Cuban venture was initialed 
by New York art dealer, curator 
and collector. Alex Rosenberg. 

"We have found tha t a rt is 
one o f the bes t mediums for 
brea king d ow n s te reofy pes 
and bringi ng Arab and Jewish 
childr e n to ge th e r," s aid 
Rosenberg, who is one of onl y 
th ree non-Cuba ns w ho has re
ceived Cuba's Ord e r o f Cu l
ture meda l. 

The Children's Art for Peace 
exhi bit has traveled throughout 
the United Sta tes, Canada a nd 
Brazi l. A projectofGiva t Ha viva, 
Israel's pri ncipa l confli ct resolu
tion and dia logue insti tu te, the 
Cuban venture evolved out of 
Rosenberg's ties to cu ltu ral and 
Jewish leaders in Cuba . An ex
change program will take place 
which will <'Xhibita rt from Cuba's 

child.renattheGiva tHavivacam
pus, near Haifa, Israel. 

The Jewish community of 
Cuba, while sma ll, is relatively 
active. While there are no more 
than 1,500 Jews li ving in Ha

the Jewish Community 

Center refl ects the vigor a nd vi
bra ncy of a once fl ouri shi ng 
com munity. T he bu il di ng 
houses a library, class rooms, 
p raye r _ a nd socia l ha ll. The 
children's art exhi bit is a major 
event fo r the center. 

THI S PICTURE OF A FLOWE R was created by a chil d fo r the 
"Art for Peace" exhibit in Cuba. 

Photo courtesy of Giunt fl nviva l o1111rlntio11 Inc. 

ARAB AND JEWISH child ren work on their posters for an art 
exhibit at th e JCC in Havana. 

f'lroto co 11 rtes 11 of GIVat / fot•n 1t1 I ormdn t,a,, foe. 



12-THE RHODE ISLAN D JEWISH H ERALD.THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 1996 

Lieberman-Cline Elected to the Basketball Hall of Fame 
by Neil Nachbar 

Herald Associate Editor N ancy Lieberman-Cline 
has been breaking ste

·reotypes and barriers 
all her life. 

Recently, she broke another 
barrier in her basketball career: 
becoming the first Jewish female 
player to be elected to the Bas
ketball Hall of Fame, located in 
Spring field, Mass. She will be 
one of six individua ls inducted 
this year on May 6. 

Although Lieberman-Cline is 
one of the all-time leading scor
ers in women's basketball his
tory with 2,430 points, she was 
still nervous w hen the induc
tion voting took place. 

"I was relieved when they 
told me that I was voted in," 
said the 37-ye<1.r-old, by phone. 
"It was very tenuous when I 
was si tting there waiting to 
hear." · 

Lieberman-Cline has broken 
many basketba ll records and has 
received many honors, but she 
feels that her induction is more 
significant than points scored 
or championships won. 

"My induction is not about 
stats, it's what it represents to 
women," said Lieberman-Cline, 
who still plays basketball every 
day. "I hope people see the 
importanceofTitle IX. Without a 

scholarship I wouldn't have been 
able to accomplish what I did ." 

Title IX ensures that women 
\ . . 

are fairly represented in colle
gia te athletics. 

Speaking about Jewish wo-

Nancy Lieberman-Cline 

men in particular, Lieberman
Cline hopes to· shatter the ste
reotype that Jewish women and 
athletics don' t mix. 

"I hope to break down the 
stereotype," she said . "Jewish 
women are taught that they can 
be taken care of. Tha t's a bad 
message. 

"Jewish women have the abil
ity to work. They have capabili
ti es," continued Lieberman
Cline. "It's vital thatyoung,Jew
ish girls realize that. 

" If I never play another bas
ketball game again, I know tha t 
I' ll be all right because I have 
accomplished certain things. I 
hope my success rubs off and 
helps others s trive fo r their 
goals," she said. 

The ha ll-of-famer remem
bers how playing baske tba ll 
as a child drew a negative re
action from some in the Jew
ish com·munity. 

."When I was 10yearsold and . 
playing in the schoolyards (of 
NewYorkCity)with all the black 
kids, my mom (elt a lot of peer 
pressure," sa id Lieberman
Cline. "But she a lways knew 
where to fi nd Nancy." 

* * * 
Lieberman-Cline's basketball 

resume is as impressive as it is 
lengthy: 

• As a member of the 1976 

Turning Back the Clock: R.I. Jewish Softball Champs of 1953 

United Sta tes Silver Med al 
Olympic team, she became the 
youngest basketball player in 
Olympic history to win a medal. 

• A three time All-America at 
Old Domi nion Uni vers ity, 
Lieberman-Cline led the Lady 
Monarchs to back-to-back 
AIAW Nationa l Champion
shi'psin1979and 1980. The team 
had a 72-2 record over those 
two seasons. 

• She was twice named as the 
WadeTrophywinner,symbolic 
of the women's national player
of-the-year, and is the only two
time winner in history. 

• A native of Far Rockaway, 
N.Y., Leiberman-Clineseta pre
cedent for all women by being 
named as the Broderick Cup 
winner twice (1979, 1980) as the 
nation's top female athlete . . 

• In 1986 and 1987 Lieber
man-Cline made history by be
coming the ryrst female to play 
in a men's professional league, 
signing wi th the Springfield 
Fame of the United States Bas
ketball League. 

• She joi ned the 1987-88 
Washi ng ton Genera ls on a 
world toiu with the Harlem 
Globetrotters. 

• On Sept. 21, 1993, she be
. came the first female ever in
ducted into the New York City 
Basketball Hall of Fame. 

The Rhode Island Jewish Softba ll Champions of September 1953 should bring back some memories fo r those who remember Sunday morning games a t fields 
such as Hopkins Park, Sessions Street Playgrou nd, Richardson Park, But'ld in Playground, Tim O'Neil Field and Davis Park. The crowds used to come out in large 
numbers to support their neighborhood team and to watch the fierce competition. Pictured is the 1953 Esquire Fo~mal W~ar Champions. Bottom row, from left: 
Herb Weintraub, Stan Lobel, Earl Tetraul t, Lowell Leonard and John Aiello. Top row, from left: Manager Jack l'la tk111, Ben11e Davidson, l: rry Lobel, Bill Houston, 
Seymour Golden, Lenny Rodma n and Abe Lobel, the coach. l'hotosuh11111tcdhyAIJ<?Lol>cl 
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MILESTONES 

Providence Hadassah Honors Millen Polish Jew Leaves 
UCLA $592,00_0 The Providence Group of the 

Rhode Island Chapter of Hadas
sah has selected Hannah Rita . 
Millen as the recipient of its 
Woman of the Year Award. 

The award will be presented 
to Millen at a reception on May 
5, a t the annual conference of 
the Western New England Re
gion on that date in Springfield , 
Mass. · 

Millen has been a member of 
Hadassah for a lmost 50 years. 
She comes from a n ac ti ve 
Hadassah family. Her aunt 
served as a chapter president. 
Over the years, she has been 
involved in virtually every as
pectofHadassah life,and is cur
rently the chairwoman of both 
Hadassah Israel Education Ser
vices and the Annua l Donor 
Event, which raises funds for 
the Hadassah Medical Organi
zation. 

Parness Earns 
Financial 
Planning 

Accreditation 
Larry 8. Parness, CPA, has 

been awarded the Personal Fi
nancial Specialist designation by 
the American Institute of Certi
fied Public Accountants. 

The designation recognizes 
CPAs with considerable profes
sional experience in financial 
planning. Currently, more than 
1,000 CPAs hold the PFS desig
nation. 

To earn the designation, 
Parness met six requirements 
including passing a technical 
exam covering the basic areas of 
personal financial planning: per
sonal income tax p lanning, risk 
management and insurance 
planning, investment planning, 
retirement planning and estate 
planning. 

He also accumulated at least 
250 hours of experience per year, 
for three yea rs. 

All PFS candida tes must also 
hold a valid CPA certificate and 
be an AICPA member in good 
standing. 

AOL's Well~s 
Honored 

The German government 
honored thedirectorof the Anti
Defamation League Task Force 
on Nazi War Crimi nals recently 
for his work in "the identifica
tion and bringing to trial of sus
pected Nazi criminals who man
aged to escape justice." 

Consul Gen. Dr. Erhard 
Holtermann presented the 
Officer's Cross of the Order of 
Merit of the Federal Republic of 
Germany to the AOL's Elliot 
Welles at a reception in New 
York City. 

In accepting, Wetles de
scribed how, as a 14-year-old 
boy from Vienna during the 
Nazi era, he s tood by helplessly 
as his mother "met her death in 
a mass grave in the suburbs of 
Riga, Latvia." After "subsequent 
years of hardship, degradation, 
and hunger and pain," includ
ing flight from a concentrati on 
camp, Welles said he has "tri ed 
to rebuild " and reaffirm "the 
very notion of moral principle, 
which was another victim of the 
Nazi regime. In that spirit I ac
cept your award." 

She is a life memb£r of 
Hadassahand themotheroftwo 
children, grandmothe~ to five . 

The conference's theme this 
year is, "Celebrating the Hadas
sah Mosaic: Hadassah's Place in 
History, Your Place in Hadas
sa h." Nationa lly know figures 
wi ll speak at sessions during 
the day, focus ing on one of four 
aspects of the theme. 

Ruth Cole, national vice 
president, will speak abou t the 
place o f Hebrew in the develop
ment of modern Zionism, and 
Hadassah's role in fu rthering 
the language. National Hadas
sah has commissioned a Hebrew 
la ngu age cu rricu lum ca lled 
"lvrit la Hadassah," which is in 
use across the country. 

Maxine Wolf, past president 
of the Boston chapter, will open 
the day with. a talk about the 
role Hadassah has played in the 

Weinstock 
Takes New 
Position 

Michael S. Weinstock, M.D., 
a national figure in emergency 
medical care, has been ap
pointed medical director of the 
Ba rri ngton Emergency Center. 

Chief of emergency and am
bulatory services at Memorial 
Hospital of Rhode Island since 
1994, Weinstock is also clinical 
associa te professor of surgery 
a t Brown University School of 
Medicine. 

Weinstock is a senior exam
iner of the American Board of 
Emergency Medicine. He was 
recently elected to his second 
term on the board of directors of 
the American College of Erner'. 
gency Physicians. He is secre
tary / treasurer of ACEP a nd 
editor of ACEP News, a national 
newsletter for emergency phy
sicians. 

PPAC Receives 
$1 Million Grant 

Joseph W. Walsh, chairman 
of the Providence Performing 
Arts Center's board of trus tees, 
has announced an unprec
edented award from the Eco
nomic Development Adminis
tration to Rhode Island's his
toric Providence Performing 
Arts Center. 

Sandy Bli tz, regional direc
tor of EDA, sa id that this is the 
first gran t the EDA has ever 
awarded to a Rhode Island the
atre. The $1 million grant to 
PP AC is earmarked to assist 
with renovations to the 3,200 
sea t theatre based in downtown 
Providence. 

ThePPAC openedinl928as 
a Loew's Theatre. It has sur
vived numerous name and own
ership changes. In 1978, it be
came a private, non-profit cor
poration and reopened as a 
Broadway touring house. 

A wide range of Broadway, 
chi ldren's, a nd contemporary 
programing is presented at the 
thea tre, w hich is incl uded on 
the National Register of Historic 
Places. 

A Herald subscription 
makes a great gift! 1'i1 

history of Zionism. 
Nancy Wiadro, a Hadassah 

national board member serving 
as conference ad visor, an expert 
in the area of leadership devel
opment, wi ll address the issue 
of the individual member's role 
in Hadassah. 

Special guest speaker for the 
day is consul to New England, 
Ofra Farhi. Farhi wi ll discuss 
the future of Zionism, given 
current developments in the 
peace process and in Israel. 

The cost of the conference is 
$29 per person, and includes all 
registration materials, a Baker's 
Breakfast, luncheon, and the af
ternoon reception. 

For information on attend
ing the conference, and the re
ception honoring Millen, call 
Muriel Leach a t 421-3405, or 
Carol Kaufman at (508) 753-
4488. 

Jacob 
Harris 

Kortick 

Michael and DeborahKortick 
of Columbia, Md ., announce 
the birth of Jacob Harris on Jan. 
24. His paternal grand parents 
are Carl and Janet Kortick of 
Cra nston, R.I. Jacob is named 
after his paternal great-grand
father Joseph Kortick and his 
maternal great-gra ndfather 
HymanOtlin. 

Goldstein Chairs 
World Symposium 

Sidney Goldstein, the George 
Hazard.Crooker University pro
fessor emeritus and professor 
emeri tus of sociology at Brown 
University, recently served, at 
the invitation of the United Na
tions Population Fund, as chair
man of the symposium on inter
nal migration and urbanization 
in d eveloping countries. 

The symposium at United 
Nations headquarters in New 
York, brought together experts 
from all over the world. They 
assessed research and knowl
edge about population redistri
bution, settlement patterns, and 
population problems in devel
oping countries. 

The resu lts of the meeting 
will provide material for pre
sentation of a global plan of ac
tion by delegates to Habitat 11, 
the United Nations Conference 
on Human Sett lements in 
Is tanbul this June, 

Goldstein, former director of 
Brown's Population Studies and 
Training Center, is a world ex
pert on migration and urban-

. ization. He is curren tly doing 
resea rch in Chi na and Vietnam 
on the effect of socia l and eco
nomic reforms on local popula
tion redistribu tion. ----' /.. __ _ 

A war, even the most 
victorious, is a national 

misfortune. 
HELMUTH VON MOLTKE 

1800- 1891 

by Tom Tugend .;;.~ 
LOS ANGELES (JTA) - A 

Polish-born Jewish woman, who 
worked as a librarian fo r 32 
years, has left an unexpected 
bequest of $592,000 to the Uni
versi ty of Ca li fornia at Los An
geles for Holocaust a nd Jewish 
studies. 

Antonina Babb, w ho died in 
1994at the age of 75, designated 
UCLA's chairman in Holocaust 
studies as the beneficiary of her 
estate, consisting largely of her 
house in Santa Monica, Cali f. 

The gift wi ll support not only 
UCLA's long-stand ing Holo
cauststudies program, initiated 
a nd endowed by the 1939 Club 
survivors' organization, b ut 
genera l Jewish studies at the uni
versi ty as well. 

The unexpectedness of the 
bequest is compounded by the 
scant detai ls avai lable on Babb, 
a privatepers~n who apparently 
had few friends and no known 
relatives. 

According to UCLA sources, 
she was born in Poland in 1919, 
fleeing the country with the Nazi 

invasion of 1939. Her departure 
marked the beginning of an od
yssey that included brief refuge 
in a Catholic-convent and that 
took her throug h Lithuania, 
Russia, Japan,Chinaand finally 
to the United States. 

After graduate studies, Babb 
joined the staff of the UCLA 
·library in 1955-a nd, until her 
retirement in 1987, devoted most 
of her efforts to the Germanic 
and Scandinavian book collec
tions. In addition to Polish, Ger
man and English, she spoke 
Hebrew, French and Russian. 

Babb described herself as a 
Holocaust survivor, but she ap
parently never attended lectures 
or other activities sponsored by 
UCLA's Center for Jewish Stud
ies or the 1939Club, said Samuel 
Goetz, the club's spokesman. 

Arnold Band, director of the 
Jewish Studies center,said some 
of the beques t would be used to 
present a number of free lec
tures, and possibly a film series, 
on 19th- and 20th-century Jew
ish life in Vienna, Warsaw and 
other European cities. 

Aryeh ·oavidson Named Dean 
of JTS's New Graduate School 

Ur. Aryeh Davidson, the 
chairman of the department of 
education at the Jewish -Theo
logical Seminary and acting di
rector of the Melton Research 
Center, has recently been named 
dean of the seminary's new 
William Davidson Gradua te 
Schoo l of Jewish Educa tion, 
which is scheduled to open in 
the fa ll of 1996. 

The Davidson school will be 
the largest and most compre
hensive gradua te institution of 
its kind, offering a fully accred
ited doctorate of education in 
addition to Ph.D. and M.A. pro
grams. All of these programs 
are designed to create an elite 
class of professional Jewish ed u-
ca tors. · 

The new school of education 
had its genesis in a 1989 plan
ning seminar to determine the 
future direction of Jewish edu
cation at the seminary. 

The yea rl ong study co n
cluded that the seminary ought 
toestablisha professional school 
commi tted to the preparation of 
re li gious educa tors, research 
and improving the quality of 
Jewish education. In the fa ll of 
1994, William Davidson (no re
lation to Aryeh Davidson), a 
Detroit businessman, es tab
lished a $15 million endowment 
in order to create such a school. 

Davidson brings a va ri ed and 
rich career as an educator lo his 
new role as dean. A graduate of 
the seminary's joint program 

with Coiumbia Univer~ity, he 
a lso earned his M.A. and Ph.D. 
from Columbia in special edu
cation a nd developmental psy
chology. 

An assistant professor at the 
seminary, he also served as prin
cipal of the seminary's Prozdor, 
a supplemental after-school pro
gram fo r high school students. 

The recipient of numerous 
awards, fellowships and grants, 
Davidson's area of scholastic 
expertise is specia l education 
a nd developmental psychology. 
In this capacity, he has written 
ex te nsively on assessmen t, 
teacher training and Jewish 
identi ty and development. 

Arafat Sworn in 
as President 

by Naomi Segal 
JERUSALEM (JTA)-Yasser 

Arafa t was sworn in as presi
dent of the Palestinian Council 
in a ce remony a t th~ new 
legislature's offices in Gaza three 
weeks after his landslide vic
tory in the first Palestinian elec
tions. He won 87.1 percent of 
the vote for president and his 
supporters captured 55 of the 
counci l's 88 seats. 

Undertheself-ruleaccord with 
Israel, Arafa t will head a l'alestin
iangovernmentduringaninterim 
period, until both sides agree on 
the fina l status of the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. Ta lks are sched
uled to begin in May. 

Cantor Sam Pessaroff 
CERTIFIED Mo1-1EL 

(508) 532-6068 
T,-ai11eJ at Bik,,,- Cholim Ho.111ital, Je,.,,.,a/em 
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WORLD AND NATIONAL NEWS 

The 'Third Way' Becomes a Party 
Will Run in Knesset 

Elections 
by Naomi Segal 

JERUSALEM(JT A)-Nearly 
two years after its inception, the 
Third Way movement has de
clared itself a political party to 
run in the upcoming Knesset 
elections. 

FoundedinJune1994,bytwo 
renegade Labor Knesset mem
bers who oppose the 
government's negotiatingstrat
egy with Syria, the Third Way 
supports relinquishing land to 
the Palestinians in return for 
peace, but opposes an Israeli 
withdrawal from all the territo
ries. 

The decision to transform the 
Third Way into a political par ty 

was approved by the move
ment's centra l committee Feb. 
13 at Ramal Efal in centra l Is
rael. 

The party, headed by Knes
set member and war hero 
Avigdor Kahalani , opposes a 
full territoria l withdrawal on the 
Golan. 

In a letter to party secretary 
general Nissim Zvili, Kahalani 
and Emanuel Zismann wr"ote 
that they cou ld no longer be
long to Labor, which they be
lieved had failed in its commit
ment to the electora te. · 

They said that the Third Way 
would take -up the principles 
they claimed the Labor party 
had abandoned - opposition 
to the establishment of an inde
pendent Palestinian state and to 

Foreign Miqister-Dampens 
High Expectations 

by Cynthia Mann 
NEW YORK (JT A) - Israeli 

Foreign Minister Ehud Barak is 
quashing any notions that a 
breakthrough is near in peace 
talks with Syria. 

The latest round of talks be
tween Israel and Syria went 
slowly but produced "moder
ate and measured advance
ment" at every meeting, Barak 
said at a br-iefing for the Jewish 
media. 

Private peace talks were seen 
asa prelude toa regional shuttle 
mission by U.S. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher slated 
this week. 

Barak said Israel would be 
"ready for full withdrawal from 
South Lebanon" if Lebanon sup
presses terrorist activity by the 
Islamic fundamentalist Hez~ 
bollah. He was hoping for direct 
negotiations between Israel and 
Lebanon, after a deal with$yria is 
reached. 

He said Israeli withdrawal 
would be contingent on the 

Water Rights Is 
Key Issue 

Lebanese government's treating 
the South Lebanon Army "the 
same as other militias" that have 
been disarmed in recent years. 
Soldiers should be allowed to 
"join the defense forces of the 
Lebanese army or go home. 

Barak stated that Syrian Presi
dent Ha fez Assad "clearly wants 
peace with the [United Sta tes] 
and has decided he can' t achieve 
it without peace with Israel." 

In all negotiations, Israel 
wishes to emphasize early nor
malization; a peace that is com
prehensive; and terrorism, wa
ter and security arrangements 
that reduce the incentive for both 
sides to launch a full-scale at
tack and make "a surprise at
tack against Israel practically im
possible," according to Barak. 

Only when these matters are 
addressed will Israel know "the 
depth of peace" Syria is seeki ng 
and the extent of withdrawal 
from th_e Golan Heights that is 
"commensurate" with that, he 
sa id . 

Amir Trial 
In Recess 

by Naomi Segal by Naomi Segal 
JERUSALEM ()TA) - A JERUSALEM (JTA) - The 

peace treaty with Syria will not Tel Aviv District Court agreed 
be achieved without a resolu- to a three-week recess in the 
tion of the issue· of water rights trial of Yigal Amir for the mur
on the Golan Heights, Prime der of Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Minister Shimon Peres said re- Rabin, last week. 
cently. · The recess was called to al-

"Without a so lution to the low the 25-year-old to undergo 
water problem we will not have additional psychiatricexamina
any agreement," he said, add- tions. 
ing that one solution might be Defenseattorneyshavesofar 
that"Syriawouldgetwaterfrom resisted an insanity plea, but 
Turkey and we would keep all Amir did agree to undergo an 
thewatersourcesthatareunder initial psychiatric evaluation at 
bur authority today." _ the court's request. 

The Golan Heights, which One of Amir's court-ap-
lsrael captured in 1967 and pointed attorneys, Shmuel 
which the Syrians have de- Fleishman, has said that the de
manded be fully returned to,. J.enseisconsideringarguingthat 
them, is a key water gathering Amir was not in emotional con
region in the Middle East. trol of himself during the assas-

Tributaries flowing from the sination. Such an argument 
Golan feed into the Sea of Gali- could reduce thechargesaga insl 
lee, which provides 30 percent him and bring a shorter sen
of Israel's water need s. The tence. 
Golanisalsothesiteofthehead- Under the Israeli crimina l 
waters of the Jordan River. code, a defendant convicted of 

Waler, along with security murder can get less than a life 
arrangements on the Golan and sentence if it is proven that he 
normalizationofties, havebeen suffered from emotional prob
at the center negotiations be- lems at the time of committing 
tween the two countries. the crime. 

a full Golan wi thdrawal. 
"The Labor government is 

ready to give up -all of the 
Go lan," Zismann said. The 
Third Way is interested in terri
torial compromise "in which 
Is rael maintains control over 
most of the Golan." The Third 
Way said it wou ld hold coali
tion ta lks with whoever wins 
the premiership race. 

"We see ourselves as an in
surance policy," Golan activist 
Yehuda Hare!, one of the 
founders of the Third Way, told 
Israel -Television. "We would 
prevent the Labor party from 
withdrawing from all of the 
Golan, and make sure the Likud 
continues peace negotiations 

· with Syria." 

The foreign minister added, 
"We're not going to have peace 
at any price. W ewant peace, but 
only if it can be achiev.ed with
out violating our sec(irity and 
vital interests." 

Prime Minister Shimon Peres 
is known to regard an agreement 
withSyriaasanassetattheballot 
box in the next national elections. 

However, Peres has ex
pressed a new caution about the 
complexity of military issues 
involved. 

In recent weeks, he has ad
mitted that it would be impos
sible to reach an agreement be· 
fore the elections unless the pace 
of the ta lks was accelerated. 

On the day of the Barak press 
conference, state department 
spokesman Nicholas Burns also 
cautioned against being too op· 
timistic. 

He said, "We'regoingtohave 
to work very hard and not build 
our expectations up too high. 
None of us should be under the 
misapprehension that somehow 
peace is just around the corner." 

Regarding the Palestinians, 
Barak said Israel is committed ' 
to living up to the peace agree
ment and expects Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat to live up 

, to it as well. 
Israel expects an effective 

fight aga inst terrorism and the 
cancellation of the -parts of the 
Palestinian covenant calling for 
Israel's destruction. 

"We don't describe it as a 
precondition, but we made it 
quite clear" to Arafat that Israel 
"cannot see ourselves entering" 
the permaneht-status talks with 
these issues unresolved, he said. 

The permanent-status talks 
are set to begin in May. 

Everything's 
Coming Up Roses 

by Naomi Segal 
JERUSALEM (JTA)- Israeli 

flower exports grew to new 
heights in the days preceding 
Valentine's Day, this year. 

Growers here said that Israel 
exported 75 million flowers, 
with a profit of $16 million, in 
the weeks before the romantic 
holiday. 

The flowers were shipped in 
23 Jumbo Jets to American and 
European markets . 

Survey of British Jews Shows 
Growing Rate of Intermarriage 

by Simon Rocker 
London Jewish Chronicle . 

LONDON (JTA) - Nearly 
half of British Jewish men 
younger than 40 who are mar
ried or in steady relationships 
have a non-Jewish partner, ac
cording to a new survey of Brit
ish Jewry. 

The report, conducted by the 
Institute of Jewish Affairs, also 
showed that one in three British 
Jews did not belong to a syna
gogue. 

And the survey indicated that 
British Jewish men intermarry 
more than women. 

The ·survey was based on 
questionnai res answered by 
more than 2,000 people. Its au
thors maintain that because of 
the size of the sample and the 
methodology used, the survey 
provides the most representa
tive picture yet obtained of 
Britain's Jewish community. 

For British Jewish men of all 
ages; 38 percent who are mar-

ried ,or in steady relationships 
have a non-Jewish partner, ac
cording to portions of the report 
that have been released. It wi II 
soon be released in full. 

Among British Jewish men 
younger than_ 40, the intermar
riage rate rises to 44 percent. 

For British Jewish women, the 
rate is estimated at between 20 
percent and 25 percept. 

In the United States, by com
parison, the average intermar
riage rate for Jewish men and 
women who have married dµr
ing the past 10 yea rs is 52 per
cent. 

Along with the finding that 
one in three British Jews do not 
belong to a synagogue, the sur
vey found that more than 25 
percent of the Jewish commu
nity had not attended syna
gogue during the previous year 
and that nearly half of the Jews 
younger than 35 were not mem
bers of a synagogue. 

Absorption Ministry Asks 
ADL for Tolerance Programs 

by Michele Chabin 
JERUSALEM (JTA) - In an 

attempt to address the country's 
troubled immigrants, the Israeli 
Ministry of Absorption has 
asked the Anti-Defamation 

• League to help it develop and 
implement a series of tolerance 
programs. 

The joint effort, which will 
begin with a program aimed at 
improving the integration of 
Ethiopian immigrants, the most 
pressing situation at the mo~ 
ment, will utilize the experience 
and techniques of the AOL's "A 
Wor-ld of Difference Program." 

This program, first launched 
in the United States more than a 
decade ago, has already been 
adapted foruse in Israeli schools 
by the Ministry of Education. 

The new program, coming 
on the heels of last month's vio
lent confrontation between 

thousands of Ethiopian imrni
grantsand Jerusalem police, will 
attempt to sensitize Israelis to 
the needs and legitimate de
mands of various immigrant 
populations. 

The first segment, to begin in 
March, will be introduced in 
communities with sizable Ethio· 
pian populations, and will be 
organized with the help of the 
United Ethiopian Jewish Orga
nization, an·umbrella group for 
immigrants. 

Harry Wall, director of the 
AOL's Israel office, expres·sed 
the hope that by working to
gether with the immigrants, 

· community leaders and the 
media, "we can help to address 
some of the concerns of the im
migrants to Israel and improve 
genera l awareness of their si tu
ation." 

Egypt Demands Investigation 
by Naomi Segal 

JERUSALEM ()TA) 
Egypt's ambassador to Israel 
was summoned recently to dis
cuss with Deputy Foreign Min-

. ister Eli Dayan the continuing 
appearance of accusations 
against Israel in the Egyptian 
media. 

Egyptian newspapers have 
been reporting since last sum
mer that Israeli soldiers killed 
Egyptian prisoners of war dur
ing the 1956Sinai Campaign and 
the 1967 Six-Day War. 

Recent newspaper reports 
allege that Israel used the POWs' 
body parts for transplants and 
medical experiments. 

Recently Ambassador Mo ham· 
med Basiounysaid tl,at Egypt was 
not trying to worsen lies with 
Israel. He added, however, that 
the matter must be inves tigated. 

"We would like to start an 
investigation to find out" where 
the truth is, Basiouny said after 
meeting with Dayan. 

. Dayan sa id the issue 
prompted Egypt not lo invite 

Israel to the International Book 
Fair in Cairo scheduled for next 
month. ' 

"Not only are we not invited 
to Cairo, we have learned that 
they will have a special day de
voted to the issue of Egyptian 
prisoners of war," he said. 

The issue first entered public 
debate after an Israeli reserve 
army general said last year in a 
newspaper interview that Israeli 
so ld iers had killed Egyptian 
POWs during the 1956 Sinai 
Campaign. 

Since then, Egypt has issued 
repeated demands that the mat
terbeinvestigatedand that those 
responsible be put on trial. 

Israeli officials have neither 
confirmed nor denied the alle
ga tions. 

But in an effort to ca lm the 
si tuation, Israel agreed to ap
point a reserve army genera l, 
former Tel Aviv Mayor Shlomo 
La hat, to investiga te the allega
\ions and report the results to 
Cairo. 
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WORLD AND NATIONAL NEWS 
Anne Frank Organizations 
Fight Over Trademark Rights 

by Henriette Boas 
AMSTERDAM (JT A)- Two 

European organiza tions, both 
established to preserve the 
memory of Anne Frank, have 
been entangled in a legal dis
pute over the use of the "trad e
mark "Anne Frank" name. 

The Anne Frank Fund , 
founded by Frank's father, Otto, 
in 1966 in Basel, Switzerland, is 
suing the Anne Frank Founda
tion, claiming commercial ex
ploitation of Anne Frank' s 
name. 

A district judge in Zurich 
decided that the two pa(ties 
must try to settle the suit out of 
court . . 

The Anne Frank Foundation 
was es tablished in 1957 in 

Amsterdam in order to prevent 
the demolition of the house· 
where Frank and her family hid 
for more than two years during 
the Holocaust. 

Today, the house attracts 
about 600,000 visitors a year. 

Plans are underway to reno
vate and expand the house, a 
project that could cost some $10 
million. The Swiss-based fund 
is expected to contribute 
$300,000 to the project; it cur
rently gives the foundati on 
some $25,000 annually. 

In a recent interview with the 
Germa·n weekly Der Spiegel , 
Vincent Frank-Steiner, who is 
the chairman of the Anne Frank 
Fund and who is not rela ted to 
the family , charged the fo unda-

ADL Audit Shows Decline 
in Anti-Semitic Incidents 

by Heather Camlot 
NEW YQRK (JTA) - Anti

Semitic incidents in the United 
States declined in 1995, a drop 
commensurate with the trend 
in crime rates across the coun
try, according to the Anti-Defa
mation League's annual audit . 
of anti-Semitism. 

The AOL recorded 1,843 in
cidents last year, a decrease of 
11 -percent from 1994, and the 

· fist decline in threE" yea rs. 
In 1995, 108 arres ts were 

made for anti-Semitic hate 
crimes, down from 14.1 in the 
previous year. Forty-seven 
states and the District of Co
lumbia have hate-crime statutes. 

Many of the acts, the AOL 
pointed out, are not crimes, such 
as the distribution of hate pro
paganda and racial slurs, both 
of which are protected by the 

First Amendment. 
The AOL audit revealed that 

the s tates with the largest Jew
ish populations also have the 
highest number of incidents. 

Fully 55 percent o f all re
ported acts occurred in New 
York(370),California(264), New 
Jersey (228) and Florida (152). 

Personalized attacks on Jews 
andJewishinstitutionscontinue 
to be the most common anti
Semitic incide'nts, totaling 1,116. 
These are described by the AOL 
as "in your face" intimidation 
and hostile acts. 

Vanda !ism accounted for 727 
of the reported anti-Semitic in
cidents, but the only category 
that showed an increase was 
cemetery desecrations, which 
rose from 18 to 22. 

College campuses saw their 
first decrease in anti-Semitic in-

Amnesty International .Warns 
Israel on Use of Torture · 

· by Naomi Segal 
JERUSALEM (JTA) - The 

head of the huma n rights group 
Amnes ty International has 
warned Israel about the legal
ization of what he described as 
torture used ·by Israeli security 
agents when interroga ting sus
pected terroris ts. 

Pierre Sane, Amnesty's sec-

retary general, brought his con
cerns before Justice Minister 
David Liba' i during a visit re
cently to Israel. 

Sane's i,varning comes as Is
rael plans to establish formal 
guidelines for interrogation pro
cedmes, carried out by the Shin 
Bet, Israel's domestic intelli
gence service. 

European Union, Palestinians 
to Negotiate Trade Agreement 

by Joseph Kopel 
BRUSSELS (JT A) - The Eu

ropean Union is willing to reach 
a trade agreement w ith the Pal
estinia n Authority,according to 
E.U. offi cia ls. 

A~ a recent meeting, the 15 
E. U. fo reign ministers asked the 
Eu ro pean Co mm iss ion, the 
union's executi ve body, to sta rt 
discussions w ith the Pa lestin
ian Authority abo ut the accord. 

Accord ing to dip loma tic 
sources, Pa les tinian leader 
Yasser Arafa t wi ll send a del
egation to Brus5eJs to begin ex
ploratory talks with the Euro
pean <::om mission about the ac
cord, which will open the door 
to regular diplomatic contacts 

between the two parti es. 
E.U. sources admitted that 

there are some lega l_ obstacles to 
reaching a,n E.U.-Pa les tini a n 
accord , the most notable being 
that no Palestir)i a n s ta te now 
exis ts. 

The two sid es will seek to 
reach an interim acco rd that wi ll 
not interfere with Israeli -Pales
tinia n nego ti a tions, whi ch are 
slated to resume in May, the 
sources sa id . 

The Palesti nians already ben
efi t fro m E.U. concessions that 
al low al l thei r indus trial prod
ucts and many farm goods in to 
the 15 E.U . member- na tio ns 
du ty-free. 

_ UMass Stops Holocaust Denier 
From, Using the Internet 

tion with trying to profit from 
the Anne Frank House through 
the sale of T-shirts, pens, jugs 
and other souvenirs. 

·But Hans Westro, director of 
the found a tion, d enied the 
charges, claiming that the trade
mark name "Anne Frank" was 
registered in Holla nd . a nd in 
Switzerland by his organiza tion 
in 1984, for the precise purpose 
of protecting it against commer
cial exploita tion. 

The fund , which a lread y 
owns the copyright to The Diary 
of Anne Frank -25 million cop
ies .have been sold in 60 lan
guages-and to film and thea t
rical produc_tions based on the 
diary, wants the right to the 
trademark. 

cidents in seven years, from the 
1994 high of 143 to 118, a decline 
of 17 percent. 

The number of skinhead-re
la ted incidents also decreased , 
from 24 to 17 in 1995. 

N EW YORK (JTA) - The 
University of Massachusetts has 

· taken steps to deny a prominent 
Holocaust d enier access to its 
World Wide Web site, accord
ing to the Simon Wiesenthal 
Center. . 

Ernst Zundel, 57, a German
born resident of Toronto, suc
ceeded in circumventing a Ger
man government effort to block 
access to Internet sites promot
ing racial hatred . 

Zundel countered ·the Ger
ma n government action this 
month by enli s ting the help of 
Internet activis ts at 10 pres ti
gious American universities. 
The acti vists said they cooper
ated mainly because they op
pose a ny effort to regulate ·and 
censor the Internet. 

The Wiesenthal Cenfer re
cently commended the Univer
sity of Massachusetts for order
ing the graduate student who 
pos ted the messages for Zundel 
on the uni versity's Web site to 
remove them. 

"The bottom lineisthat while 
bigo ts may have the right to put 

. their ideas in cyberspace, insti
tutions of higher learning sup
ported by taxpayers and public 

grants have no obligation to pro
vide them with access and le
gi timacy," said Rabbi Abraham 
Cooper, associate dean of the 
center. 

"The university was right to 
conclude that such activity con
stitutes inappropriate use of 
public resources," he said . . 

Germany, where Holocaust 
denial isa punishable crime, had 
sought to block access to Internet 
sites posting messages that pro
mote racial hatred . The QlOVe 
was aimed at preventing Zunqel 
from propagating his message 
that the Holocaust is a hoax. 

" It is our hope that other 
schools will follow the example 
set by the University of Massa
chusetts," Cooper said . 
· The ofher nine schools include 
fhe Massachusetts Ins ti tuteofT ech
nology, Stanford University, the 
University of Texas and fhe Uni
versity of Pennsylvania. 

The Simo n Wi ese nthal 
Center's Na tional Task Force 
Against Hate is now canvassing 
more than 2,000 American co l
leges and uni versities to find 
out their rules fo r the use of 
their on-line services. 

"lt's a statement about Ameri
can society," said Bernard Reis
man, Klutznik professor of Con
temporary America n Jewis h 
Studies at Brandeis University. 
"As people become more sophis
tica ted, theybecome inoreaccept
ing of one another." 

Chief Rabbi Meets Mandela 

But, Kenneth Stern, program 
specialis t on anti-Semitism and 
extremism at the American Jew
ish Committee, said the focus 
should be on long-term trends, 
rather than yearly records. 

" It would be dangerous to 
jump to conclusions based on 
statistics from one year to the 
next," Stern said . 

The proposed guidelines in
clude a clause allowing for the 
use of moderate physical pres
sure, including violent shaking, 
when Shin Bet agents interro
gate suspected terrori s ts. 

Sane's visit, which included 
a trip to Palestinian self-rule ar
eas, was aimed at ensuring that 
human rights are respected by 
both Israel and the Palestinians 
as the peace process ad vances. 

The non-partisan organiza
tion also called on Israel to s top 
the practice of administra ti ve 
d etention a nd to ensure that a ll 
tria ls are carried out fa irly. 

Amnesty ca lled on the Pales
tinian Authority to stop using 
wha t is said was torture during 
interroga tions, and to s top mak
ing what it described as arbi 
tra ry politi c<) I arres ts in the au
tonomous areas. 

by Suzanne Belling 
JOHANNESBURG (JT A) -

Israel's Ashkenazi Chief Rabbi 
Yisrael Meir Lau met recently 
with South African President 
Nelson Mandela at his Pretoria 
residence, where the two lead
ers compared notes on their pe
riods of imprisonment. 

Lau said in an interview that 
he and Mandela "found a com
mon language from the very fi~st 

-moment. 
"We were both prisoners, he 

for 27 years and I for only six -
between the ages of 2 and 8 in 
concentration camps during the 
Holocaust," said the rabbi, who 
wasona three-day visit to South 
Africa. · 

Mand e la's opposition to 
apartheid in South Africa was a 
major factor in his imprison
ment. 

Laualso said, "I told the presi
dent that the only difference 
was, as written in his book, Long 
Walk to Freedom, that while he 
hoped for a ·better tomorrow, 
we didn' t want to see the sun 
ri se on another day. 

"I also told him that now we 
could thank G-<i we both had 
survived and were able to lead 
our people, as in Exodus, people 
"'.' ho ;,ame from slavery to free
d om. 

Mandela said he was hopi ng 
to ·finali ze arrangements with 
the Israeli Embassy to visi t the 
jewish sta te in the near futu re, 

ALL ELAL FLIGHTS TO ISRAEL 

GREATLY. REDUCED! 
YOU CAN'T AFFORD TO STAY HOME! 
Call Dorothy Ann Wiener ... 272°6200 

'\v• Doiothy Ann ~~.~~~1'.ccf:8~~~".'~':,'i..Rs 
766 Hope StreP1 PO Box 6845 1 en er Providence, Rh odr I r. land 02940 

"YOUR TRAVEL AGENT, INC," 1401) 272-6200 

Lau sa id . 
"I promised him the red car

pet treatment when he comes," 
the rabbi added : 

Mandela has a great "warmth 
towards South Africa's Jewish 
community," Lau said . "He told 
me of the contribution Jews·had 
mad e in thi s country in a ll 
spheres." 

Deficit Soars 
by Naomi Segal 

JERUSALEM (JT A)-Israel' s 
trade deficit reached one of its 
highest levels ever in January, 
with imports exceeding exports 
by more than $1 billion, · 

The Central Bureau of Statis
tics said recently that imports 
last month to taled $2.6 billion 
and exports about $1.6 billion. 

The deficit was 10 percent 
higher than the same period a 
yea r ago. 

The 1995 trade deficit to taled 
a record $10.2 billion. 

, 
I 
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Barbershop Harmonies 
at the Orpheum Theatre 

Enjoy an evening of unfor
gettable music when Barber
shop Harmonies comes to the 
Orpheum Theatre in Foxboro. 

The New England Cho rd 
Commission, Street Corner Four 
a nd Jazz Reunion will perform 
the close ha rmo ny o f the 
uniquely American style of a 
capella music known as barber
shop fo r one nightp nly, Feb.- 24 
a t 8p.m. 

Since their fo rmation i-n 1993, 
New England Chord Commis
s io n has won a numbe r of 
awards, includ ing the Patriot 
Division Championship of the 
Barbershop Society's Northern 
Dis trict. Most recently, it was 
named fina list in the society's 

international preliminary con
te1;t. 

Street Corner, Four has been 
wowing audiences fo r years 
with an unforgettable mix of 
humor, memorable music and 
crowd-p leasing performances. 

The shared love bf the crisp, 
clean, ringing chords that pro
duces the exciting barbershop 
sound brings together the four 
women known as Jazz Reun.ion. 

Tickets are priced at $15.50, 
$12.50 for seniors a nd students. 
To purchase tickets or for fur
ther informa tion, contact the 
Foxborough Regional Center fo r 
the Performing Arts at (508) 543-
A RTS or (800) 810-ARTS. 

Boston's New Yiddish Music 
Shi rim, Boston's most inno

vative Yidd ish music band, wiU 
be performing a t Club Passim, 
47 Palmer St., Cambridge, on 
Feb. 28, a t 8 p .m. Tickets a re $8 
a t the door. 

Shi rim's latest work has been 
compared to everyo r~e from Gil 
Evans to the Gra te"ful Dead , in 
tribute to their exquisite orche_,;
tra tions a nd compositions as 

well as their transforming im
provisations. 

The band features some of 
Boston's finest musicians: Glerin 
Dickson, clarinets; Betty Silber
man, vocals; David Harris, lTOm
bone; Michael McLaughlin, pi
ano; Eric Rosenthal, d rums; and 
James Gray, tuba. 

For info rmation, call (617). 
492-7679. 

Paul Parker Exhibits at Upstairs Gallery 
"Argentomorphs," a photog

raphy exhibit by Pau l Edward 
Parker, w il l be on display from 
Ma rch 2 in the Upstairs Ga llery 
at East Greenwich Photo. 

There will be an opening re
ception on March 2 from 7 to 9 
p.m. The public i~ welcome. 

Ga llery hours are: Monday 

a nd Tuesday, 8 a.m. to 6 p .m.; 
Wednesday through Friday, 8 
a.m. to 9 p.m.; Saturday, 9 a.rn. 
to5 p.m.; and Sunday, noon to 5 
p.rn. 

The ga llery is loca ted at 63 1 
Main St. in East Greenwich.Ca ll 
8RHl220 for more details. 

'Planet Soup~ Is as 
Good as Chicken Soup 

by Alison Smith 
Herald Ed itor 

"Musicians have a way of 
reading the ti mes, maybe even 
a ug uri ng the future." ... the 
Pla11et Soup book. · 

Persona lly, I think that musi
ciaFrs like the ones fea tured on 
"Planet Soup" may even have a 
small impact on the future of 
the world . 

Fusion (the mixing of con
stituent elements together by, 
or as if by, melting: to blend) is 
what "Planet Soup" is about. It 
is a three-tape or d isk set of per
formances from a ll over the 
world , by 200 musicians from 
35 countries. They p lay with 
other musicia ns to whose sound 
they a re a ttracted, a nd they se
lect music that appeals to orreso
nates fo r both of them. Na tion
ality or their usual classification 
are not considera tions. Every 
number staTted out as a.n ex
periment or a desire to do some
thing a new way. 

On disk/ tape one, which is 
labeled "Gazpacho," you ca n 
hear Paul Pena, a Cape Verdean 
from San Francisco, singing and 
p laying "The Ba llad of Cher 
She mj re r," while Kongar-o l 
Ondor, a Tuvan Throat singer, 
accompa nies him, p rod ucing 

chords "low as a frog, high as a 
bird," simultaneously. 

This very unlikely combina
ti o n produces a bouncing, 
growling number that you ca n
not walk away from . 

With the set of tapes comes a 
48-page book that has, for in
stance, a picture of Pena a nd 
Ondor singing together with the 
Golden Ga te Bridge in the back
ground, bio sketches of both 
men, a brief analysis of their 
arrangement and ma terial, a nd 
a little history lesson on throa t 
singing, a ll very readable and 
entertaining. Also, if you are a 
musician yourself, very useful. 

On the same side, we hear 
Busta n Abraham (a group of Is
raeli Jews and Arabs) singing 
and piaying "Gypsy Soul. "' i,Vho 

needs El Al to get to the Midd le 
East? And then there's Gambian 
Ma la mini J oba rtech singing a nd 
playing a 21-str ing African harp 
in compa ny with some soulful 
a lto sax sounds, a nd tabla har
monies. 

You might be tempted to 
write this effort off as a "see 
what we can do" stunt. .. sort of 
like showing the fellows in the 
neighborhood bar that your dog 
can actually ta p dance, or pro
ducing a potato you grew that 

Susan Miller Presents 'My 
Left Breast' at Trinity 

Trinity Rep's new DownCity 
Trinity series, under the artistic 
d irection of Oskar Eustis, con
tinues with artist Susan Miller 
performing her au tobiographi
ca l m o no logue, "My Left 
Breast." 

"My Left Breast," Mi ller's 
intensely personal and candid 
narrative of .her struggle wi th 
breast cancer, is told from a 
uniquely humorous perspec-
tive. -

Mastectomy and the loss of 
her breas t is the focus of Miller's 
tale, but the loss is a lso a meta
phor for others she has experi
enced - the loss of a romantic ' 
relationship,a book contract, her 
young son to manhood. 

Far more important, how
ever, is Miller's courageous re
sponse to her experiences, her 
determination to end ure li fe's 
pain and make her way beyond 
it. 

Directed by Nela Wegma n, 
"My Left Breast" premiered to 
strong critical response in the 
1994 Huma n Festiva l of New 
American Plays at Actors The
<1 tre 0f Louisville. Audiences 
throughout the country have 
responded enthusiastically to 
tl)e work because of its emo
tional, uni versal subject ma tter; 
1.5 mi llion American women are 
living with breast cancer, and 
46,000 lose their li ves to the dis
ease each year. 

York, and the mark Taper ;',:;
rum in Los Angeles. 
' "My Left Breast" wil l be pre

sented in the Downstairs The
ater at Trini ty. Curtain times are 
8 p .m. on Feb. 23, 8 p .m. on Feb. 
24 and 2 p .m. on Feb. 25. 

Tjckets are ~24, with a : pecial 

looks just like George Burns 
smoking a ciga r. · 

Banish such thoughts. All of 
these artists are good in their 
own right, and have audiences 
in their own countries, and took 
this production seriously. This 
is not a basta rd , it is a hybrid, 
a nd sometimes - frequently 
the most interesting, colorful, 
d iseas~-resistant p lants_ or a ni
mals are hybrids. When hybrid
ization woFks, it's progress. This 
is progress in the world of mu
sic. 

Naturally, you will fi nd fa
vori tes in the collection, and 
some you could skip over, hav
ing he<;1rd them once. There are 
40 numbers- plenty to choose 
from. 

If you are a musicia n, or are 
raising one, or are a. music lover 
wi th a nice little tape or CD col
lection, check this set out. 

It was $29.95 for the set at 
Bread a nd Circus Food Market 
on the East Side. 

If you cannot fi nd a set lo
ca lly , contact Blepsis Arts, 20 
Lumber Road , Roslyn, N .Y. 
11576, or ca ll (516) 621-2727, Fax 
(516) 621 -2750, or E Mail: elliarts 
@aol. com. 

Since a lmost all of the artists 
on the tapes have other record
ings out, you can use "Planet 
Soup" asa sampler,or catalogue, 
to locate more musical delights. 

It's amazing how we can sing 
and p lay together, when we set 
our minds to it. 

$20 p rice for subscribers. Stu
dent rush tickets, priced at $10, 
may be purchased one hour be
fore per fo rma nee, based o n 
availabili ty. 

For tickets or further info r
mation,call theboxofficeat351-
4242. 

An Obie award -wi nni ng au
thor of "Nasty Rumors a nd Fi
na l Remarks," Mi ller has ap
peared in theaters throughou t 
the United States, amo ng them 
the Shakespeare Festi va l a nd 
Second Stage The~ tre in New 

Susan Mill er 
Pl,oto courtesy of Triuity Rep 

-
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Spend a Winter Afternoon 
in Baroque Europe 

The Providence Chamber 
Music Society, a performing or
ganization of the Music School, 
will present an intimate concert . 
of baroque music for small en
semble at the Gov. Henry Lippitt 
House Museum, 199 Hope St., 
Providence, on Feb. 25 at 4 p.m. 

Performing music of the 18th
century France, Germany, and 
Italy will be Sudie Marcuse
Bla tz , soprano, Margaret 
Cushing, recorder, Frederick 
Jodry, harpsichord, and l3en 
Peterson, cello. 

The common thread in tne 
program is a lighthearted mood 
designed to appeal to a Febru
ary audience weary of winter. 
Telemann's F Major triosonata 
for recorder and bass instrument 
is a lively and intricate conver
sation. Bach'ssoriata BWV 1031 
for flute and harpsichord (to be 
performed on recorder) is styl
-i~h and galant; i.n fact, it differs 
so much from Bach's other work 
for these instruments that some 
say he could not have written it. 

The vocal pieces to be per
formed are a rarely heard solo 

cantata by French composer 
Andre Campra entitled "O 
Dulcis Amor" and a cantata by 
Viva ld i with recorderobbligato 
entitled" All'ombra di sospetto." 
This last, despite its title·(mean
ing "In the shadow of suspi
cion"), is a ro llicking everit in 
the happy key of G Major. 

The one contrasting piece on 
the program is Bach's haunting 
D minor suite for solo cello. 

Marcuse-Blatz,aConnecticut 
resident, sings with Capella 
Alamire and is in increasing 
demand as a soloist. · 

The Gov. Henry Lippitt 
House Museum is the perfect 
location for a program like this; 
the setting recalls European sa
lons in which this music would 
have been frequently heard. The 
audience is invited to meet the 
performers after the concert ata 
Victorian tea in the house's din
ing room. 

Tickets are $9, $6 for students 
and seniors. Call 453-0688 for 
reservations. 

Haffenreffer Plans 
s·pring P~ograms 

The Haffenreffer Museum of 
Anthropology has scheduled 
the following events for the 
spring months. · · 

On ·Feb. 23, at 7 p.m. there 
will bean ethnographic film," A 
Kalahari Family," a t List Audi
torium at Brown University. 
Admission is $2. 

On Fep. _25, at 4 p.m., there will 
be a gallery talk, "New Lamps for 
Old ... ," an exploration of the influ
ences of the empires of Greece, 
Rome,Byzantiumandlslarnonthe 
ancient Nabataeans of the Middle 
East. This illustrated lecture will be 
given at the museum. 

On March 8, at 7:30 p.m., at a 
private home, there will be a 
fireside cha t with museum 
friends and anthropology fac
ulty. Professor Lina Fruzzetti 
will show her new documen
tary film, "Seed and Earth," 
about gender relationships in 
rural India. The program is lim
ited to the first 20 friends who 
sign up. The event will take place 
at the home of Sidney and Judi 
Braman. 

On March 17, at 4 p .m. a t the 
museum, there will be a gallery 
talk, "Death and Afterlife of the 
Ancient Maya: The Deification 
of Pakal the Great." Brown Uni·
versi ty student Joshua Bell will 
speak about his research on the 
macabre funerary cu lture of the 
ancient Maya. 

On April 13; from 9 a.m. to 
3:30 p.m., there wil~bea day trip 
by bus to Plimoth Plantations. 
See the exhibi t "Irreconcilable 
Differences," and experience a 
unique opportunity to talk with 
Linda Coombs, director of the 
Wampanoag Indian Program, 
who helped develop the exhibit. 
The price is$22.50, Friend of the 
museum;$25adults;$16.50chil
dren. An extra $2 charge wi ll be 
made for a visit to the May
flower . The bus leaves Provi
dence at 9 a. m. and the museum 

at 9:30 ·a.m: The bus leaves 
Plimoth at 3 p.m. 

Reservations must be made 
by Apri l l.Checksmustbemade 
payable to the Haffenreffer Mu
seum . . 

On April 21, at 4 p.m·., at the 
museum, there will- be an ex
hibit opening for "Africa n 
Worlds, African Art: The Will
iam W. Brill Collection." A 
Friends reception with African 
food and music is planned. 

On April 24, May 8 and May 
15, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m., at the 
museum, there will be a class, 
"African Worlds, African Art," 
for the Brown Learning Com-
munity. · 

The class will explore the arts 
and aesthetics of various regions 
in Africa. Sculpture, textiles and 
hody ornaments will be exam
ined in relation to African cos
mology, religious beliefs, and 
social values. To register, ca ll 
the Brown Learning Commu
nity at 863-3452. 

On May 5, from 11 a.m. to 5 
p.m., at the muse-Um, there will 
be a katsina doll carving dem
onstration. 

Hopi artist Manfred Susun
kewa will giveadaylongdemon
stration on this ancient art. 
Susunkewa carves katsina dolls . 
from cottonwood root and paints 
them with natural pigments. 

At 3 p .m., there will be a 
Friends annual meeting. 

At 4 p.m., Sunsunkewa wi ll 
speak and demonstrate._ 

The museum is loca ted on 
Tower Street, off Route 136 in 
Bristol. From Providence: take 
Route 195 East to MA Exit 2 
{Route 136 for Newport. RI); go 
south on Route 136 for7.5miles, 
turn left a t the Haffenreffer 
Museum sign onto Tower Street. 
The museum is 1.4 miles from 
Route 136. 

The telephone number is 253-
8388; the fa x is 253-1198. 

Galway Kinnell 
Contest Coming 

Up Again 
To recognize and reward ex

cellence in contemporary po
etry., the Arts Council, Pawt
ucket, is sponsoring its 13th an
nual Galway Kinnell poetry 
prize. 

All poets are invited·to sub
mit one original, unpublished 
work for consideration. First 
prize is $200, second prize is 
$150, and third prize is $100. 

The Arts Counci l is a lso 
pleased to announce the sev~ 
enthannual High School Poetry 
Competition for students in 
grades nine to 12. 

Entries may be submitted by 
students residing in Rhode Is
land or by students who are en
rolled in a Rhode Island school. 
This competition was estab
lished to recognize and reward 
excellence among young aspir
ing writers . 

Savings bonds are given as · 
prizes. First prize is $100, sec
ond prize is $75, and third prize 
is $50. 

SUDIE MARCUSE-BLATZ, soprano, will be singing with the 
Providence.Chamber Music Society on Feb, 25, at the Gov. Henry 
Lippitt House Museum. 

Poems must be submitted in 
English, be the author's original 
unpublished work, and may be . 
written in any style on any sub
ject. The 'poem with its ti tle and 
no further identification must 
be typed, double-spaced, must 
be no longer than two 8 1/2-
inch by 11-inch sheets of paper. 
The poet's name, address, tele
phone number, and poem title 
must be on a separate 8 1 /2-

UMass Dartmouth Presents 
17th Annual Jazz Festival 

The Greg.Abate Quintet will 
headlinethel7thannual UMass 
DartmouthJazz Festival which 
also features high school and 
college jazz bands. The festi11al 
starts Feb. 26 and runs through 
Feb. 29 with free admission to 
most concerts. 

College Jazz Night opens the 
festivaJ·at 7:30 p.m. on Feb. 26 in 
the main auditorium at 285 Old 
Westport Road, North Dart
mouth. Admission to the concert, 
featuring jazz by students at the 
Berklee College of Music, Uni
versity of Rhode Island, Brown 
University, Providence College 

.and UMass Dartmouth, is free. 

bui lding. 
For more information, tele

phone (508) 999-8568. 

inch sheet of paper. . 
For further information, con

tact the Arts Council at725-l 151. 

UMass Dartmouth facu lty in ~-------------------::::;;;;;;::---, 
the College of Visual and Per
forming Arts will perform a free . 
lunchtime concert at 12:30 p.m. 

·on Feb. 27 in the recital hall, 
.Room 153, of the CVPA build
ing. Admission is free . 

The High School Jazz En
semble Invitational will be hE"ld 
at 3 p.m. on.Feb: 27 ih the main 
auditorium. Adn:ussion is free. 

·The Greg Abate Quintet and 
the UMass Dartmouth Stage 
Band will perform on Fe.b. 28 at . 
8 p .m. in the main audi_torium. 
Admission is $7 to the general 
public (senior citizen discount), 
free to students with identifica
tion. 

On Feb. 29 the UMass Dart
mouth Contemporary Jazz En
semble and the New Bedford 
High Jazz Ensemble perform a 
free concert at 12:30p.m_. iri Room · 
104, Visual and Performing Arts 

Announce your 'fledding 
or engagement 

M in the Herald! M 
Call 724-0200 

to receive a form 

Country 
Breakfas 
·Buffet 

Sundays 6:30 am - 1:00 pm 
Start your Sunday with the all-you-can-eat Country 
Breakfast Buffet at Audrey's in the Johnson & Wales Inn. 
Our buffet includes: Fresh Fruit and Yogurt Bar, Freshly 

. Baked Pastries, Scrambled Eggs, Eggs Rancheros, Break
fast Meats, Homefries, French Toast, Buttermilk Pan-
cakes, Broccoli & Cheese Quiche, Juice, Coffee and more. 
Call 508-336-4636. 

Adults ... $7.95 Children Under 10 ... $3.95 

Rts. J14A & 44, Seekonk, MA 

,1,11 11 , ,,... ,,,-.: \11u ntrr', p r('l1r,rr 1,ot, I ,111,f , ul11111rtf 11111 i.'t'r,1t11 
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OBITUARIES 
MARION 'MARY' 

GODFREY 
PROVIDENCE - Ma ri on 

"Mary" Godfrey, 78, of 51 
Sinclai r Ave., Providence, a clerk 
for the Rhode Is land Hea lth 
Department for 15 yea rs, and a, 
fi eld supervisor for the food 
stamp program for 15 years be
fore retiring in 1978, died Feb. 14 
at the Philip f-Iulitar Hospice 
Inpatient Center. She was the· 
wife of Sydney Godfrey. 

1903. She was the mother of 
Sa ndra Weisman of Melbourne, 
Fla. and El sie Glassman of 
Woodmere, L.l. and the sister 
o f Abraham Orens tein o f 
Lawrence," L.l. She was the 
gra nd motherof seven and grea t
grand mother of 10. 

What a Woman· She· Was 

Born in Providence, she was 
a daughter of the late Leo and 
Lena (Chusmir) Stern. 

She was a member of the 
Crans ton-Warwick H adassah, 
the Friends Program Mental 
Health of Rhode Island, and the 
Jewish Home for the Aged As
sociation. She had been a volun
teer at Rhod e Island Hospita l. 
She was a member of the Cra n
ston Senior Guild . 

Besid es he r husband s he 
leaves two ' sisters, Gertrud e 
Stern of Providence a·nd Dor
othy Nulman of New London. 
She was the sis ter of the late Dr. 
Joseph Stern . 

The funera l was held Feb. 16 
at the Max Sugarman Memoria l 
Chapel, 458 Hope St., Provi- · 
dence. Burial was in Lincoln Park 
Cemetery in Warwick. 

BARBARA GOLDSTEIN 
BOCA RATON, Fla. - Bar

bara Goldstein, 76, of 6148 Vista 
LindaLane, Boca Raton,Fla., died 
Feb. 13 at West Boca Medical 
Center in Boca Raton. She was 
the widow of Aron Goldstein. 

Born in Providence, a daugh
ter of the late Samuel and Mar
garet (Shannon) Gershman, she 
had lived in Boca Raton fo r the 
past yea r, previously living in 
Cranston and Pawtucket. 

She leaves a son, Bruce M_. 
Goldstein ofNewYork;adaugh
ter, Carol Sil verma n .of Boca 
Raton; a bro ther, Leo Gershma n_ 
o f Ba rring ton, and a s is ter, 
Monica Nouman of Cra nston. 
She was the sister of the late 
Anna Jagolinzer. 

The funeral was held Feb. 15 
at the Max Sugarman Memorial 
Chapel, 458 Hope St., Prov i_
dence. Burial was in Lincoln Park 
Cemetery in Warwick. 

ESTHER GORMAN 
Esther Gorman has died in 

her 92nd year. She was born in 
Monkais, ·Hungary, on Aug. 4, 

Services and interment were 
held Feb. 18 at Lincoln Park 
Cemetery, Warwick, R.l. 

ALBERT M. KAPLAN 
MIAMI BEAC H , Fla . 

Albert · M. Kaplan, of Miami 
Beach, Fla., formerly of Pater
son, N .J., died on Feb. 13, in 
Mi ami Beach. He was the hus
ba nd of of Ka te Lipow itz 
Kaplan. 

He was the owner, with his 
late bro ther, Mortimer Kaplan, 
of Kaplan and Kaplan Authen
tic_ Fashions Men's Haberdash
ery in Paterson, N .J., for35years 
until ·retiring in 1966'. 

Besides his wife, he is su r
vived by three sons, Dr. Michael 
P. Kaplan, pr. Peter R. Kaplan 
and Daniel S. Kaplan, and a 
daughter, Paula K. Miller; and 
eight grandchild ren. 

ELAiNE REBA LEAND 
PALM BEAC H , Fl a . -

Elaine Reba Lea nd , 89, di ed in 
Pa lm Beach. Fla ., on Feb. 16. 
She was tfte wife o f the la te 
Milton Leand . Born in Nas'h
ville,_Tenn. , she was daughter 
of the la te Nathan and Anna · 
Fine and had resided in Prov i
d ence for many years. 

She was a graduate of the 
New England Conservato ry of 
Music and was a child prodigy, 
giving concerts from the time 
she was very young. As a·n adul t, 
she was a concert pianist and 
teacher in Rhode Isla nd fo r 
ma ny years. 

She was a member of Temple 
Beth-EI and its Sisterhood, of 
H adassah and the Chopin Club. 

She is survived by two sons, 
Edward C. Leand, ofBarrington, 
R. l., and Dr. Paul Leand of Ba l
timore, Md.; one sister, Macie 
Sil ver- of Provid ence, ·and a 
·brother, Milton Fine, of 
Ha tti esburg, Miss·., and fi ve 
grandchildren. 

A graveside funeral service 
took placeatTemple Beth-El cem
etery in Providence on Feb. 13. 
The service was coordinated by 
Mount Sinai Memorial Chapel, 
825 Hqpe St., Providence. 

The First Bat Mitzvah Dies 
by Debra Nussbaum Cohen 

NEW YORK QTA)- Judith 
Ka plan Eisenstein, the mother 
of the bat mitzva h and the 
daughter of one. of the 20th 
century's most influential theo
logians, died Feb. 14 of a heart 
attack at age 86. 

The oldest of theologian's 
Rabbi Mordecai Kaplan's four 
daughters, Kaplan Eisenstein 
was encouraged by her fa ther to 
question and challenge ortho
dox views. 

"When I was 11 , I told my 
fa ther that I d idn' t believe in 
G-d," she recalled during an 
interview in 1994. 'There was a 
sense of freedom and freedom 
to change. There was a constant 
opening up of possibilities and 
emichment" wi th his view of 
Judaism, she said. " It made my 
being Jewish a grea t joy fo r me 
ra ther than a burden." 

At the age of -12, and under 
her father's tutelage, she com
pleted the very fi rst bat rnitzva h 
at the newly fo unded Society 
fo r the Advancement of Juda
ism in Manl-@ ttan. 

He thought of the idea only a 
day befor_e. That nightr Kaplan 
Eisenstein practi ced reading the 
Torah portion wi th her fa ther. 

"l didn' t work on it the way 
kids work on it now, for a half 
year with lessons every week," 
she said in 1992. "All I did was 
read it through with him Friday 
night, ~nd Saturday morning I 
went into the synagogue and 
did it," she said. 

The ceremony proved to be a 
revolu tionary breakthrough. 

Today all bu t the most strin
gently Orthodox gi rls celebrate 
tnei r ba t mitzvah in some form. 
Refo rm , Conservative a nd 
Reconsrructionistgirlsarecalled 
to the Torah during synagogue 
services and genera lly· give a 
sermon as well. 

Many Orthodox girls mark 
the day by spea king to the 
women of the congregation 
about the Torah portion of the 
week. There often is a festive 
party, as wel l. 

Even more significant for . 
many is the fact that Kaplan 
Eisenstein's bat rnitzvah was the 

For over 40 years, the owner of Mount Sinai Memorial Chapel. .. 
Mitchell... has served Rhode Island Jewish families over 8,000 times ... 
as a professional Jewish funeral director ... as did his father and 
grandfather since the 1870s ... with honesty 
and integrity. 

One of the reasons why the majority of 
Rhode Island Jewish families call 

MOUNT. SINAI 
MEMORIAL CHAPEL 

331-3337 
825 Hope at Fourth Streets 

Pre-need counseling with tax- free 
payment planning available. 

Please ca ll fo r your 
New Year calendar. 

From out of state cal! : 
1-800-33 1-3337 

Only R.I . Jewish Funeral Home that is a member of the national Jewish 
Funeral Directors of America and certified by R.I. Board of Rabbis. 

fi rst time that a female had stood 
before the congregation as a 
leader. 

" It was an opening of oppor
tunities, ,dreams that suddenly 
become available," sa id Rabbi 
Shohama ·wiener, president of 
The Academy for Jewish Reli-

. gion, an independent rabbini
cal and cantorial senunary. 

"The whole opening of the 
fi eld o f the rabbinate a nd 
cantorate to women is a d irect 
result of her bat rnitzvah," she 
sa id . "That was the opening. We 
all owe her a grea t tribute." 
Kapl a n Eisens te in ea rned 
bachelor's and master's degrees 
in music from Columbia Uni
versity. 

'They brought in old 
lefties and musicians and 
artists who wouldn't be 

caught dead in a 
synagogue. They got this 
gro~p of Jews together 
and made a real chevra 

(group of friends) 
out of them." 

Rabbi Jonathan Kligler 

From 1929 to 1954,she taught 
music education and the his
tory of Jewish music at the Jew
ish Theological Seminary. She 
published a book of child ren's 
music, Gateway to Jewish Song, 
which quickly became a staple 
of teachers of Jewish nursery 
school. -

She began writing cantatas 
rooted in Judaism in 1942, and 
ulti ma te ly published seven, 
some in co llaboration wi th her 
husband. 

Whi le in her 50s, she earned a 
doctorate at the Hebrew Union 
Co ll ege-Jewis h Ins titute of 
Religion's School of Sacred 
Music. 

She published a book .on the 
history of Jewish music, Heri
tageof Jewish Music, which is still 
in. print and widely read. 

Kaplan Eisens tein taught 
music at that Reform movement 
seminary and at the Reconsrruc
ti oni s t Rabbinical Co llege, 
which was found ed by her hus
band, Ira Eisenstein, in Phila
delphia in 1968. 

Throughout her life she re
minded Reconstructionist Jews 

of the importance of music and 
the arts in living a life commit
ted to Jud a ism, sa id Rabbi 
Mordechai Liebling, executive 
direc to r o f the Jew ish 
Reconstructionist Pederation, 
which is based in Wyncote, Pa. 

"J1,1 dith was our conscience 
and our p rod in keeping our 
commitment to Jud aism as a 
civili zation and the impor
tance of the ;i rts in tha t," sa id 
Liebling. 

She and her husband were 
p opul a r teachers a t the 
Recons tructi oni s t Rabbinical 
College community until they 
retired full-time to Woodstock, 
N.Y., in 1980. 

In the house where for many 
yea rs they had spent week
ends, in 'a tow n w here there 
was no organized Jewish com
mun i ty, th ey s ta rted a 
havura h, a small pa rti cipa tory 
congrega tion. 

"They brought in old lefti es 
<1 nd musicians and artists who 
wouldn' t be caught dead in a· 
sy nagogue," sa id Jona tha n 
Kli g ler, a Reco ns tructi onis t 
rabbi and spiritual leader of 
Kehi ll a t Lev Sha lem-The 
Woodstock Jewish Congrega-

. tion, which was fo unded 10 
yea rs ago. 

"They go t this group of Jews 
together and made a real chevra 
(group of friends) out of them," 
said Kligler, who took over lead
ing the havurah when the couple 
moved to Silver Spring, Md., 
last September to be near one of 
their daughters. 

The 62-year-marriage of 
Kap lan Eisenstein a nd l ra 
Eisens tein, who is now 89, 
viewed by many w ho have 
known them as a grea t pairi ng 
of two powerful souls .. 

Liebli ng was a student at the 
Reconstructionist Rabbinica l 
College w hen Ira Eisens tein . 
invi ted Liebl ing and o ther 
students to his home for a recep
tion. 

"Their re la tio ns hip was 
bea utiful , gorgeo u s," sa id 
Li ebling. Their marriage "was 
a role model o f a lifelong com
mitted loving partnership fo r 
me and all of my peers. I was 
so impressed about the ca re 
and tenderness they had for 
each other." 

In addition to her husband, 
Kaplan Eisenstein is survived 
by two daughters, three sisters 
and a grandchild . 

Kaplan Eisenstein was bur
ied Feb. 16. 
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Lubavitch 
(Continued from Page 1) 

means that everything that has to 
do with outreach goes through the 
Lubavitch Youth Organiz.ation." 

Headded, ''Working with col
lege students, going to army 

Those who believe that the 
late rebbe-should be considered 
the Messiah are happy about 
the International Campaign to 
Bring Moshiach, which is pro
ducing a two-minute commer
cial and a 30-minuteinfomercial 
to be broadcast on television 

· bases, going out on the street to 
put on tefillin [on Jewish men], 
the menorah lightings, all this is 
the Lubavitch Youth Organiza
tion." 

. later this year. 

Rabbi Zalman Shmotkin, a 
spokesman for Luba vi tch World 
Headquarters and an aide to 
Krinsky,said Butman'sdescrip
tion of the work and responsi
bilities of Lubavitch Youth is 
"unbelievable, to put it mildly. 

"Rabbi Butman is not known 
in Lubavitch to have partici
pated or overseen any of those 
·activities other than his public
ity-garnering menorah lighting 
in Manh,Jttan." 

Referring to Butman's 
Moshiach campaign, Shmotkin 
said, "How dare he take credit 
for the very work that no one in 
the world did more to destroy 
than he. Shame on him." 

Religious 
(Continufd from Page 1) 

kosher restaurant, something 
believed to be a novelty for him. 

Peres, a veteran suitor of the 
religious community, will cer
tainly try to revive old relation-
ships. . 

Given that Arab voters his
torically · have favored Labor 
over Likud, PE,res is expected to 
be more successfu l · than 
Netanyahu in this community. 

Public opinion polls have 
shown that Israel's Arabs will 
overwhelmingly support him. 

Moreover, some 37 percent 
of the Arab vote is expect.ed to 
go to Labor's Knesset ca,1di
dates, despite the exis~ence of 
several Arab-based parties. 

Courting the haredi vote. wi ll 
present Peres ·with a more for
midable challenge. 

The Labor Party's governing 
coalition with the secularist 
Meretz Party, and its failure to 
prevent major court decisions · 
that chipped away at Ortho
doxy's virtua l ·monopoly on 
Israel's religious life, do not sit 
well with the fervently religious. 

Netanyahu's commitment to 
a Greater Israel is more appeal
ing to most religious voters than 
Peres' willingness to cede land 
for his vision of a new Middle 
East. 

But Netanyahu has to over
come his public confession three 
years ago that he had an extra
marital affair and his recent 
agreement to share party lists 
with the right-wing Tsomet 
Party'. whose p_latform calls for 
recn.i1hng yeshiva students into 
the army. 
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The campaign is also sponsor
ing the placement of billboards 
and newspaper advertisements 
promoting the rebbe as 
Moshiach, and recently orga
nized an international satellite· 
program, which hooked together 
Lubavitch-led c;ongregations in 
Israel, Europe, Australia and the 
United States to ·proclaim the 
rebbe as "king Messiah.'.' 

Those who disagree say that 
the rebbe's legacy is being be
trayed, and that the good work 
o~ Lubavitch is being under
mined because the promotional 
campaign scares Jews away 
from the movement's outreach 
work. · 

Spokesmen for each side 
claim that the other is small in 
number and marginal in influ
ence. 

The importance of the reli
gious vote has prompted Peres 
and Netanyahu to hire experts 
to help them gain that support. 

Likud has hired Mordechai 
Halperin, a former spokesman 
for the fervently Orthodox 
Agudat Yisrael who is now a 
candidate in the Likud prima
ries. Halperin spends most of 
his time arranging meetings 
between Netanyahu and fer
vently Orthodox rabbis. 

The Likud has also prepared 
its first campaign ad which con
tains a large picture of Peres 

. and Labor Knesset member Yael 
Dayan, who has infuriated the· 
haredi community with insinu
ations that biblical friends David 
and Jonathan were homosexu
als. Under the picture is the slo
gan: "The Haredim Don't Inter-
est Them!" ' 

Meanwhile, Labor has en
gaged David Silberschlag, 38, a 
Chasid who is one of the lead
ing advertising experts in the 
religious community. Three 
years ago, Silberschlag ran 
Likud candidate Ehud Olmert's 
campaign among the haredim, 
which contributed to Olmert's 
victory ov~r Teddy Kollek for 
mayor of Jerusalem. 

In a recent newspaper inter
view, Silberschlag indicated 
possible main pillars of Labor's 
election campaign among the 
hatedi: more housing, no pro
vocative archaeologica l excava
tions; the position regarding the 
religious status quo in Israel. 

One difficu lty in running an 
orderly campaign within the 
haredi community is the large
scale division thatalready splits 
the religious vote. 
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Meanwhile, Lubavitch Youth 
Organization board member 
Rabbi Hirsch Gansbourg con
firmed Butman's version of re
cent events. 'He's not fired at 
the moment. I hope it will be 
laid to rest." 

"The financial records are 
nobody's business," he said; 
when asked about the alleged 
irregularities. "It's wrong to dig 
into something like this." 

But another board member, 
Rabbi Mendel Shemtov,contra-' 
dieted that view, saying that the 
board's "decision was to fire 
Butman. He had two warnings 
in writing." "I have no idea why 
they think he hasn't been fired ," 
he said . ·"There were no other 
meetings [of the board I after this 
to discuss it. 

"If you fire someone he's go
ing to try to getitback. If he will, 
I don' t know." 

Krinsky, who described 
Butman's behavior as "simply 
an abuse of the office," said the 
decision to fire Butman was re
ported to him and that he has 
not been notified of any reversal 
of that decision by the board . 

!30th parties will need to map 
the competing factions within 
the haredi community in order 
to successfully get out the vote. 

The Arab electorate also is 
divided . 

Although they have the po
tential to elect 12 Knesset mem
bers, only seven Arabs and one 
Druse serve in the present 

. Knesset. · 
Attempts to draw up a uni

tary list have repeatedly failed. 
There are three major Arab blocs 
running for tµe Knesset: 
Hadash, a Communist group
ing of Jews and Arabs that cur
rently holds three Knesset seats, 
two of them Arab; the Arab 
Democratic Party, with two 
seats; and a newly formed bloc, 
headed by Dr. Ahmed Tibi, a 
do~tor who is an adviser to Presi
dent Ya?ser Arafat. 
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Israel's Labor Mov·ement Undergoes Ra-dical Su-rgery 
by Tom Tugend 

TEL A VIV (JT A) -----=The Israel 
of the bronzed pioneer in shorts 
a nd peaked cap, engraved on. 
the heart.of every old Zionist, is 
gone. 

The dream of a n egalitaria n, 
socialist society, with al l sharing 
equally in the fruits of thei r la
bor, has evaporated. 

These are not the pronounce
ments of right-wing ideologues 
or a nti-Israel propagandis ts, but 
the words of top leaders of the 
Histadrut, Israel's gia nt labor 
federation. 

Nothing illus tra tes the 
changes in Labor leadership as 
sharply as the changes in the 
Histadrut itself during the last 
two years ... a powerful appara
tus, a veritable sta te-within-a
state, has relinquished most of 
its power and offices, of its own 
volition. 

In its heyday, the Histadrut 
ran a social service network that 
encompassed 70 to 90 percent of 
the entire Israeli popula tion. It 
controlled 30 percent of the 
country's economy through its 
ownership of industrial con
glomera tes, construction com
panies, banks and housing co
operatives. It was a powerful 
political force through its close 
identifica tion with the Labor 
Party,and even had its own "for
eig n service" of e missaries 
posted to developing nations. 

Although Israelis acknowl
edged the Histadrut's vita l role 
in thecrea tion ofthesta teand in 
the immedia te post-indepen
dence decades, most of the pub
lic came to think of the federa-
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tion as a bloa ted, corrupt a nd 
incompetent bureaucracy. 

In 1994, a rebel faction led by 
the youthful and charismatic 
Ha im Ramon ousted the old 
guard of the orgi'nization. 

Ramon is now minister of the 
interior in the government of 
Prime Minister Shimon Peres. 

Ramon has s lashed Hista
drut' s billion-dollar debt by sell
ing off its industria l ent~rprises, 
firing more than half its em
ployees· and drastically reduc
ing support. to its social service 
network of hospitals, homes for 
the elderly, youth villages and 
schools. 

The most dramatic impact in 
the daily lives of Is raelis came 
with the Histadrut's separation 
from its Kupat Holim Clalit, the 
huge health insurance network 
covering most Israelis. 

Applicants for Kupat H9lim 
used to have to become mem
bers of the Histadrut first, but 
with the passage of a govern
ment-administe red na tio na l 
health service, a nyone could 
enroll in Kupat Holim without 
joining the Histadrut. 

Histadrul membership im
mediately dropped from 1.8 
million members to 200,000. 

Amir Peretz, a Ramon. lieu
tenant, was elected chairman of 
the Histadrut earlier this year. 

Peretz's close aide is Jacques 
Neriah, head of the Histad rut's 
international department. 

"We haven' t_yet faced our 
own sicknesses," Neriah has 
said, citing the growing dispari
ties within lsra·eli society. "We 
must narrow the chasm between 

avoRK. 

the rich and the poor. The best 
country to live in is where the 
differences between rich and 
poor are the smallest." 
. NeriahandhisHistadrutcol
leagues are deeply concerned 
about the growing importation 
of foreign workers, mainly to 
fill menial jobs. Immigrants now 
number 100,000, and represent 
7 percent of the labor force. They 
are often exploited and paid 
"wages of misery," Neriah said. 

Another concern, famil iar to 
American labor unions, is the 
reloca tion of industries to Jor
dan a nd Egypt to. take advan
tage of much lower wages in 
those countries. 

Looking to the future, the 
Histadrut signed a cooperntive 
agreement last year with Pales
tinian labor unions, and Neriah 
is now working on creating a 
Mediterranean Federation of 
Trade Unions that would in
clude unions in Israel and the 
Arab countries. 

"However, our single most 
important relationship remains 
with the AFL-CIO in America," 
he said . 

Peretz, Neriah and their col
leagues speak of an Israel evolv
ing into a true social democ
racy, but hardly in the ascetic 
style preached by Ben-Gurion 
and the early pioneers. 

"Poverty is not a virtue," ob
served one Histadrut official. 
"To be a socialist, one need not 
be poor. 

Zvi Artzi, the 70-something 
head of the residents council at 
the Home for the Elderly in 
Ramat Efa l, is worried . 
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Rumors that the Histadrut, 
which built and operated . the 
hoine, might sell it had reached 
him. 

How would that affect the 
1,000 residents, a quarter of them 
Holocaust survivors and most 
of them older than 80? 

Before there was a State of 
Israel, there was the Hi·stadrut, 
which from the 1920s on cre
ated the framework of the na
scent Jewish homeland. 

Among its crown jewels was 
- and in varying degrees con
tinues to be - a social service 
network resting on three main 
pillars: Mishan, Amal and Ku pat 
Holim Cla lit. 

Mishan, which means "sup
port," includes nine homes for 
the elderly wi th a total of 4,500 
residents, five children's and 
youth villages, and senior citi
zen centers scattered across the 
country. 

Amal is a national network of 
100schools with-50,000students, 
encompassing general and tech
nical high schools, apprentice
ship and industrial schools, jun
ior colleges, junior colleges and 
training centers for adults. 

Ku pat Holim Clalit, the mas
sive General Sick Fund, claims 
six 9f every 10 Israelis among i-ts 
members. It operates 14 hospi
tals, 1,200 clinics and 350 phar
macies. 

The Mishan and Amal net
worksarestill wholly owned by 
the Histadrut, though the labor 
federation has dras tica lly 
slashed its operating subsidies. 

The Histadrutdivested itself 
of Ku pat Holim last year. Ku pat 
Holim is now the largest of four 
HMO-like organiza tions oper
ating under a government-su
pervised national health service. 

The Israel Histadrut Foun
dation which is headquartered 
in New York, supports selected 
Mishan, Amal and Ku pat Holim 
projects. 

At the opposite end of the 
age spectrum from the home for 
e lderly in Ramat Efa l lies 
Mishan's MaxAppleChildren's 

Village in Gan Yavne, near the 
Mediterra nea n port city of 
Ashdod. 

The 170 children - from in
fants to -12-year-olds - come· 
mainly from problem families, 
where there is neglect, drug or 
sexu_al abuse, or the parents are 
in prison. . 

At the Amal school network's 
Pedagogica l-Technologica l 
Center in Tel Aviv, some 5,000 
Israeli teachers each year are 
learning to navigate the infor
mation _highway. 

The center's students and 
teacher trainees work with CD
ROM instead of textbooks, and 
a project for putting the history 
of Zionism on CD-ROM is in its 
final stages. 

I nan indication of the center's 
standing, both Saudi Arabia and 
Surina111 have tried to buy the 
entire computer lab for reassem
bly in their respective capitals, 
Salant said . 

Ku pat Holim, oftencri ticized 
for its bureaucracy and intermi
nable wai ts, is becoming leaner 
and more efficient now that"it 
must compete with three other 
health provider se~:vic'es. 

It remains the only HMO to 
establish clinics in immigrant 
centers, Arab towns and Jewish 
settlements in the territories. 

One example is the Bridge of 
Peace Child Health Center in 
the Israeli Arab town of Tai be. It -
serves three Arab communities, 
with SS,000 residents, in the cen
ter of Israel. 

Kupat Holim doctors ·and 
nurses face other problems in 
serving some 700 Ethiopian im
migrants at the · "caravan," or 
trailer park, in Be' erotaim. These 
include the transition of the im
migrant.s from a rural culture to 
living in a modern urban society, 
and helping them cope with a 
relatively high incidence of tu
berculosis, parasitic d iseases and 
sexually transmi tted diseases. 

(]TA correspo11de11t Tom 
Tugenp was in Israel recently 011 a 
media tour spo11sorej[ by the Israel 
Histadrut Fo1111datio11.) 
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