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Regional Chapters Question JNF 
by Cynthia Mann 

NEW YORK (JTA) - Re
gional leaders of the Jewish 
National Fund of America are 
watching and waiting to see 
whether plans to reform the or
ganization will be carried out 
and will be sufficient to restore 
confidence in its operation. 

The c_harity has been scram
bling to put its house in order 
after upheaval over its spend
ing and accounting practices. 

Al least one regional chap
ter, New England, has threat
ened to disband its board un
less the principals at the organi
za tion resign and other changes 
are implemented. 

I The New England chapter's 
president, Michael Lipof, 
charged that the organization's 
reform plans have so far been a 
"sham." 

Lipof said he had even 
"stopped people from contrib
uting" (o thecharitybest known 
for its tree-planting and land 
development projects in Israel. 

But other regional leaders say 
New England's "revolutionary" 
approach is not representative 
of the sentiment across the na
tion and that restructuring the · 

charity will take time. Such radi
calism is counterproductive, 
they say. 

For their part, national JNF 
officials also defend the reform 
effort, saying that it is far-reach
ing and moving as quickly as 
possible. 

"None of the steps can be 
taken ov,ernight," said Mark 
Cohen, JNF's spokesman. 

Regional lay leaders agreed 

"In charities with 
serious problems, the 

top people resign.'; 
Michael Lipof 

recently during a conference 
call to wai t until Jan. 20 before 
meeting to evaluate the progress 
of the reforms and to decide on 
the next s tep. They formed a 
committee to monitor the re
forms on behalf of the regional 
leadership. 

An internal problem of )NF 
led to disclosures in the fall that 
far less money than ex,pected -
at one estimate only 20 percent 

- actua ll y makes it to Israel 
annually for tree-planting and 
other land development 
projects. Historically, this has 
been JNF's central mission. 

The probe, which included an 
independent partial audit of the 
agency, found no fraud or mal
feasance, but said sloppy ac
counting procedures were rife. 

The revelations were a blow 
to the charity's public profile, 
apparently contributing to a 
slight drop in nationwide con
tributions. They led its lay lead
ership to undertake a host of 
measures desjgned to restore 
confidence inJNF. The measures 
were decided upon in mid-No
vember, at the time of the 
group's annual meeting. 

These measures included: 
• launching a sea rch to re

place Samuel Cohen, who has 
moved from executive vice 
president of the agency to the 
post of senior executiv~ vice 
president; 

• searching for a new chief 
financial officer and a major ac
counting firm to audit its 1996 
spending and overall account
ing procedures; 

• forming a new committee 

'I've Got it!' 
NoahMarwil, grade eight, grabs a rebound during the recent 

Alperin Schechter Day School faculty-student basketball game. 
See story on page 13. Plwto courtesy of ASDS 

to nominate new lay leaders; 
• forming a task force with 

subcommittees on program pri
ori ties, restructuring, fund rais
ing and increasing the flow of 
JNF money to Israel. 

But the New England regional 
chapter in late November for
mally rejected the plan,callingit 
"unacceptable." 

The board of directors unani
' (Continued on Page 19) 

Red Cross Documents Reveal Knowledge of Nazi Atrocities 
by Daniel Kurtzman 

W ASHlNGTON (JT A)-The 
International Committee of the 
Red Cross has released a collec
tion of World War II documents 
showing that the organization 
knew about the persecution of 
Jews in Nazi death camps, but 

felt powerless to speak out. 
One of the most startling rev

elations contained in the records 
is that the Nazis agreed to let 
Red Cross workers into German 
concentration camps in March 
1945 to try to ensure the prison
ers' safety. 

Relief workers took advan
tage of the disarray within the 
Nazi regime weeks before its 
defea t, pleading with concen
tration camp commanders to 
a llow them access to Jewish in
mates, according to the docu
ments, which were given to the 

ADDING TO THE COLLECTION - The International Committee of the Red Cross recently gave 
a collection of documents to the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum. From left: Georges 
Willemin, ICRC director of archives; and Walter Reich, USHMM director, sign a letter of 
agreement. Photo by Betlr Redlicl,, U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum 

U.S. Holocaust Memorial Mu
seum recently. 

But the arrangement pre
vented the Red Cross from re
moving prisoners. 

After 18 months of prodding 
from Holocaust museum offi
cials, the Red Cro:;s recently 
agreed to change-a long-stand
ing policy and open up its war
time records to the public. 

The25,000 microfilmed pages 
turned over to the museum con
tain Red Cross workers' firsthand 
accounts of Nazi a trod ties. 

Red Cross workers "are the 
most credible witnesses to these 
crimes," Miles Lerman, cha ir
man of the U.S. Holocaust Me
moria l Council, said at a cer
emony marking release of the 
documents. 

"Your representatives were 
permitted into the camps and you 
saw the unbelievable and re
corded it and keptitin your fi les." 

The Red Cross has long ac
knowl edged that it knew 
about the Nazi persecution of 
Jews. But the organization has 
maintained that if it had dis
closed that knowledge during 
World War II, its abi lity to 
monitor prisoner-of-war 
camps on both sides would 
have been compromised . 

"The International Commit
tee of the Red Cross has shared 
responsibility for the silence of 
the world community," said 

Georges Willem.in, the organi
zation's archivist. "Could we 
have gone further? Could we 
havedonemore?I don't know." 

Lerman said the documents 
would help answer that ques
tion, adding, "How can one be 
satisfied when a world perished 
while the other halfof the world. 
looked on?" 

When asked why it took the 
Red Cross more than 50 years to 
make the records available, 
Willem.in said, " It takes tii,1e to 
face your own history." 

He added that the decision to 
release the records "was an im
portant change for an organiza
tion that through its history has 
been inclined to protect the pri
vacyofits records so as not to run 
any risk of impairing its humani
tarian work and its reputation 
for impartiality and neutrality." 

Museum officials have so far 
only superficia lly examined the 
Red Cross records, which are 
expected to provide details on 
rescue missions, visits to con• 
centration camps and ghettos, 
deportation operations and Jew
ish emigration during and after 
the war. 

The documents will be avail
able at the Holocaust museum 
and on the World Wide Web 
early next year. Copies will a lso 
be keptatYad VasheminJerusa
lem and at the Center for Jewish 
Documentation in Paris. 
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INSIDE THE OCEAN STATE 
Landmark Laboratory 
is Accredited 

Landmark Medical Center's 
laboratory, withfacilitiesatboth 
the Woonsocket unit on Cass 
Avenue and the Fogarty unit on 
Eddie Dowling Highway in 
North Smithfield, has been 
awarded a two-year accredita
tion by the Commission on 
Laboratory Accreditation of the 
College of American Patholo
gists, based on the results of a 
recent on-site inspection. 

Dr. Augustine Colella, pa
thologist and director of 
Landmark's laboratory, was no
tified of this national recognition 
and co ngra tula ted for the "excel
lence of the services being pro-

vided." There are 5,000 CAP-ac
credited laboratories nationwide. 

The accreditation program, 
begun in the early 1960s, isrecog-· 
nized by the federal government 
as being equal to or more strin
gent than the government's own 
inspection. program. 

Inspectors examine the 
. recordsandqualitycontrolofthe 

laboratory for the preceding two 
years, as well as the education 
and qualifications of the total 
staff, the adequacy of the facili
ties, the equipment, laboratory 
safety, and laboratory manage
ment to determine how well the 
laboratory is serving the patient. 

Nursing Assistant Classes Starting 
Cranston Adult Education 

is planning its next nursing 
assistant class. Registration 
will take place at the Cranston 
Adult Learning Center, 41 
Heath Ave., from 8:30 a.m. to 
3:30 p .m., Jan. 21 through 24, 
and at the Cranston Career and 
Technical Center, 100 Metro
politan- Ave., from 6:30 to 8 

· p.m. on Jan. 21 and 22. 
All applicants will be given 

an appointment for an entrance 
screening. 

The class.will begin on Feb. 
11 and meet Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 6:30 to9:30 p.m. 
Eighty hours of classroom in
struction and 20 hours of clini
cal practice is required . 

Upon s uccessful course 
completion, each student must 
pass the Nursing Assistant Com
petency Evaluation given by the 
R.I. Department of Health to be
come certified. 

For further informatio·n, call 
785-8166. 

Compassionate Friends 
The next meeting of the Compassionate Friends (a self-help 

group for parents who have suffered the death of a child ) will be 
held onJan.13 at 7:30 p.m. at Hasbro Children's Hospital, Dudley 
Street, Providence. 

Use parking lot C. The meeting is in Room 151. 
For further information or directions, ca ll Carol Smith at 885-

2900. 
Besides being a genera l sharing meeting the topic" After Death 

Experiences" will be discussed. The public is invited. 
For more information, ca ll Murial Littman at 331-8260. 

Join thousands of readers 
who know what's going 
on in the Rhode Island 
Jewish Community .. . 

Timely features, local and social 
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seasonal issues. 

Don't miss a single one! 
Return the form below to subscribe ... 

Subscribe to the 

RHODl 
ISlAND 
JlWISH 
HlRAlD 

,-------------------7 
I PLEASE BEGIN MY SUBSCRIPTION FOR... I 
I Rhode Island Mailing• 0 I year$ I 5 0 2 years $30 I 
\ Out•of•State Mailing O I year $20 0 2 years $40 I 
I Senior Citizen (62+ ), R.I. Mailing• 0 I year$ 12 0 2 years $24 I 
I Senior Citizen (62+ ), Out-of-State Mailing O I year $16 0 2 years $32 I 
\ Name _________________ I 
I Address _ ___ _____ _________ I 
I _____________ I 
I· I I Phone ______________ _ ___ I 

I Mail check to: R.l. Jewish ller:!ld, 1(0. Box 6063, Providence, R.I. 02940-6063 I 
: *If you are a Rhode Islander and wish to have your subscription fonvarded to an : 
Lout-of-state address for any part of the year, y~u must pay the ,'.'.'.'.I-of-stale rale.:J 

Volunteers Needed 
for Children's 

Crusade 
The Rhode Island Children's 

Crusade for Higher Education 
isseekingcaringvolunteers who 
would like to be that "special 
·someone" who makes a differ
ence in the life of a local child 
through the end of the school 
year. Program sites are located 
throughout the state. 

The crusade is a non-profit 
organization working to expand 
educational opportunities for 
children and empower them to 
stay in school, and pursue a 
higher education. Crusaders' 
pledge to fini sh high school, stay 
off drugs and alcohol, obey the 
law, avoid early parenthood and 
be role models in their commu-
nity. 

In return, they receive many 
benefits including higher edu
cation scholarships if they are 
income eligible upon high 
school graduation. 

Under the guidance of pro
gram coordinators, vo lunteers 
encourage crusaders to do their 
best in school and help them 
obtain their educational goals 
by sha ring their knowledge and 
experiences. 

Training is provided . 
Interested candidates should 

be able to relate to children and 
parents in a helping and sup
portive manner and be able to 
communicate the value of aned u
cation. 

For more informa lion, call the 
crusade at 277-6907. , / 

Free Senior Mid
Morning Lecture 
The Senior Mid-Morning 

Health Break at the Women and 
Infants' Center, 2168 Diamond 
Hill Road , Woonsocket, will 
meetonJan.15, from 10 to 11:30 
a.m. The lecture will be Breast 
Health Care for the Mature 
Woman by Karen Kazin, R.N., 
an expert on breast health. She 
wi ll discuss various breast con
ditions, ~imple techniques for 
self-evaluation,and the changes 
that occur as women age. Call 
to register, 767-2344. 

Chi ldbirth classes, caring for 
you and your baby, breast-feed
ing and accident prevention and 
CPR are also available, at the 
center. 

Nature Stories 
Come to Life 

The Audubon Society of 
Rhode Island and Capron Park 
Zoo in Attleboro have teamed 
up to present a series of nature 
stories for pre-school age chil
dren. The story times will fea
ture popular nature s tories for 
young children, activities, and 
in many cases, a live animal. 
Space is limited and reserva
tions are required. 

All programs begin at 9:30 
a.m. Fees are $3 per cru ld (there 
is no fee for adult accompany
ing child ren). 

Programs will i_nclude "The 
Mitten" by Jan Brett on Feb. 5. 
To reserve space at Capron Park 
Zoo for this program, call (508) 
222-6202. 

Story presentations at the 
Audubon office in Smithfield 
will include "Owl Moon" on Jan. 
17, "The Tree" by Tim Yyneron 
Feb. 4 and "The Mitten" on Feb. 
21. Call the Audubon Society of 
Rhode Island's educa tion de
partment at 949-5454 to regis
ter, or for further information. 

All Survivors of 
Loss Due to 

Violence Invited 
to Event 

"Survivors Outreach Ser
vices," a support program for 
survivors of homicide victims, 
invites all those who have lost a 
loved one to violence, to a ttend 
mutual support sessions on Jan. 
16from7to8:30p.m.,onFeb. 11 
from 7 to8:30 p.m.;and on March 
12 from 7 to 8:30 p.m. 

All sessions will be held at the 
YMCA of Greater Rhode Island, 
1035 Branch Ave., Providence. 

For further information, ca ll 
DebbieChickat421-4100or Anne 
Marie D' Alessio at 831-9922. 

Free Meditation 
Class Offered 

Free meditation classes will 
be offered by the RI Sri Chinmoy 
Centre, on Jan. 11 from 1 to 3 
p.m. at the Rochambeau Library 
on Hope Street, Providence. This 
intensive session will include 
basic techniques and philoso
phy to integra te meditation into · 
daily living. 

There is a free six-week fol
low-up. Call to register, 751-5937. 

ATTENTION LANDLORDS AND HOMEOWNERS: 
SOLVE REPAIR PROBLEMS 

Carpentry • Pointing • Wallpapering • Small Household Repairs 

EAST SIDE PROPERTY SERVICES Coll 24 hours - 725-4405 
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Cahana and Fine . 
Tapped for 

Leadership Class 
Leadership Rhode Island re

cently announced the partici
pants of the 1997 Rho Class. 
Leadership Rhode Island's mis
sion is to improve the quality of 
life in Rhode Island by develop
ing well-informed, dedicated, 
existing and prospective lead
ers who are committed to creat
ing renewal from within. 

These individuals are chal
lenged to take on a more active 
role in their communities. The 
52 participants are made up of 
a diverse group representing a 
cross-section of the community 
who wi ll spend onedaya month 
for the next 10 months explor
ing, discussing, and debating 
complex issues facing Rhode 
Island. 

Once they are involved in the 
program, their interes t in mak
ing positive change for Rl1ode 
Island is reinforced by the inter
action of the diverse group, giv
ing input from every possible 
aspect, and forming a broad 
network of committed individu
als. 

These individuals serve as 
catalysts and sustainers in a 
movement towarcjs the growth 
of Rhode Island and the preser
vation of the communities that 
already exist. Among those cho
sen to participate in the pro
gram this year are Rabbi Michael 
Z. Cahana, assistant rabbi and 
director of education at Temple 
Beth-EI, and resident of Provi
dence; Keith H. Fine, associate 
at Tillinghast, Licht & Semonoff 
and resident of Rumford . 

For more information on the 
program, call 621-6110. 

You Can Nominate 
Attorney for 
Community 

Service Award 
Nominations are now open 

for candidates for the Rhode 
Island Bar Association 1997 
Dorothy Lohmann Community 
Service Award. 

The eighth annual Lohmann 
Awards will be given in May to 
attorneys who donate substan
tial time and work to non-profit 
Rhode Island organizations on 
a voluntary, non-paid basis. 

Anyone may nominate an 
attorney for consideration by 
the awards committee. Nomi
nation forms may be obtained 
by calling Beth Bailey at the 
Rhode Island Bar Association 
at 421-5740. The nomination 
deadline is Feb. 14. 

Copies of the Herald 
are available at ... 
In Cranston 

Barney"s. Oaklawn Ave. 
Borders Book Shop. Garden City Ctr. 
Brooks, Reservoir Ave. 
Rainbow Bakery, Reservoir Ave. 

Providence 
and Vicinity 

Barney"s, East Avenue. Pawtucket 
Books on the Square. Wayland Square 

Ion Angell) · · 
Hope Street Bagel. Hope St. 
East Side Prescription Center, Hope St. 
Swan Liquors, Hope St. 
Rhoda Judaica, Burlington St. 

·1 
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Political Pundit's Perspectives 
Tempered by Ethical Valu~s 

URI Trip To Holocaust 
Museum Sells Out 
by Emily Torgan return that night. 

b y Emily Torgan 
Jewish Community Reporter 
Whenever Providence Journal 

Bulletin political columnis t M . 
Charles Bakst prepares to meet 
a president of the United States, 
he remembers a lesson a rabbi 
taught him during his Fall Ri ver 
chi ldhood . 

" Rabbi Samuel Ruderman 
was stern," said Baks t in a Bul
letin conference room on Thurs
day morning. " It was a Satur
day morning service, and the 
kid s were s upposed to be 
dressed up." 

As Baks t and a fri end had 
dressed pro perl y, Ruderman 
had them s ta nd a t the front of 
the room, then asked the s tu
_dents how they would dress to 
meet the president. 

After they said they'd d ress 
to the teeth, Ruderman spoke. 

" Well, just remember, you 're 
meeting G-d every time you 
come to synagogue. Dress ac
cording ly." 

It's a lesson Baks t has never 
fo rgo tten. • 

"Whenever I meet a presi
dent, I think about tha t day," he 
said . 

Now 52, Ba ks t has in te r
viewed Clinton, Bush and scores 
of other politicia ns and pe rson
a lities at Rhode Island 's largest 
newspaper, where he has been 
employed for more tha n 30 
years. 

-Bakst's humor and interes t 
in personal detail frequently 
pervade his politica l pieces. His 
readers have lea rned about how 
Bush picked up his soup bowl 
to get a t the las t few d rops of his 
crea m of asparagus soup a t a 
White House luncheon, a nd 
how Clintpn recently stre tched 
his legs across the· presidentia l 
limo's jump sea t while discuss
ing hi s feelings about Republi
can efforts to d iscred i I him. 

A Barring ton resident w ho is 
marri ed with two grown da ugh
ters, Ba kst appears each week 
on "A Lively Experiment" on 
Channel 36 a nd "6 News on the 
Record" on Channel 6. But he is 
best known fo r hi s work at the 
Providence Journal Bulletin. 

" I have a tremendous luxury 
here," Baks t sa id . " Most report
ers a re expected to be objecti ve. 
It's unusual to be given a col
umn which gives you a certain 
visibility and tremendous free
dom." 

After starting as a summer 
intern in 1963, Baks t became a 
full-time staff member in 1968. 
In 1973, he started covering poli
ti cs and was made government 
a ffairs editor in 1987. 

But it was in 1995 tha t Baks t 
started the tri-weekly opinion 
columns tha t have mad e him 

one of the most visible and in
fluential journalists in the re
gion. 

" I don' t think about how 
200,000 people will read my col
umns when I write them," Baks t 
said . " I'd have stage fright." 

Baks t was exposed to the 
media early, for the late Walter 
Winchell, a world-famous syn
dicated columnis t, was a cousin 
once removed . 

"Winchell was my father's 
first cousin," he remembered . 
" A by-product of tha t relation
ship was tha t my father, a l
though a lawyer, had a d irect 
interest in newspapers." 

On Sundays, the fa mily ga th
ered to hear Winchell on the 
radio, and la ter they wa tched 
him on television. 

Although Ba kst beli eves tha t 
enviro nment helped determine 
his professiona l coUTse, he does 
no t s tri ve to be like Wi nchell. 

" Wi nchell had a gi ft fo r lan
guage and set a s tanda rd fo r 
accuracy, but I d o not consider 
him a role model in terms of his 
pe rsona li ty or va lues," Baks t 
sa id . " I do no t think he was a 
very nice man, and I wo uld not 
a pp ly the word 'mensch' to 
him." 

Ins tead , hi s role models were 
hi s la te parents. Bo th were ac
ti ve Conserva ti ve Jews. 

"My father, Lester, was p resi
d ent of Temple Beth El and my 
mother, Anna, was very active 
in Hadassah," Bakst said . "The 
inscription on my fa ther's grave 
says he was a believer in justice, 
a nd my mother'ssaysshewasa 
beli ever in cha ri ty." 

According to Baks t, these 
principles a re part of the Jewish 
heritage Iha tcolors his opinions. 

" I try to refl ect those values 
a t times in the things I write or 
how I write about them. Being 
Jewish is a pa rt of it. At times it 
shapes what I choose to write 
about or how I write about it." 

This perspecti ve shows in the 
many columns tha t do not have 
dis tinctly Jewish subjects. 

" If I write sympathetica lly 
about gay rights or immigra
tion issues, tha t is a refl ection of 
my unders tanding o f Judaism," 
Bakst sa id. 

At other times, Baks t selects 
topics of Jewish interest, and 
often laces them with anecdotes 
from his life. 

He has written about the as
sassina tion ofYitzhak Rabin, the 
bl ac k tasse led loa fe rs that 
p inched his feet a t his Miami 
bar rnitzvah, the way he tuned 
in to a radio station tha t played 
Hebrew songs when he drove 
to a camp reunion and more. 

"Sometimes I am sure that I 
pick topics because they are Jew-

OOPS! lf'S MONDAY! 
AND YOU NEED A HAIRDRESSER 

Sergeo is Available by Appointment 
at 

ALEXANDER'S COIFFURES, LTD. 
5 Lincoln Avenue, Providence 

Call: 421-5521 

ish, or because I am Jewish," 
Bakst said. 

Bakst did not receive his 
deeply ingrained Jewish-iden
tity from his parents alone. 

When his folks sent him off 
to Phillips Academy in 
Andover, Mass., Anna made 
sure he would complete his re
ligious studies. 

"She told me that the fact 
that I went away to school was 
no excuse," Baks t remembered. 

As a student a t Andover, 
where Jews comprised approxi
mately 10 percent of the stu
dent population, Bakst fi ni shed 
Sunday school via a correspon
dence course. 

Baks t also spent fi ve sum
mers a t Camp Tel Noar, a Jew
ish camp in New Hampshi re, 
and visited Israe l in his you th . 

"Growi ng up, you do not 
rea lize the impact these things 
have on you," Baks t said. 

Bakst's strong va lues help 
hi m handle the controversy his 
writing may inspire. 

" I' m not here to elect or de
fea t anyone," Bakst explained. 
"My fi rs t. responsibi lity is no t 
to any politician or subject, but 
to the reader and the truth as I 
can fi nd or guess at it. If tha t 
offends a politician or another 
figure, tha t's not my problem 
or my mission." 

Accordi ng to Bakst, his long 
yea rs of coveri ng Rhode Island 
politi cs have not made, hi m 
completely cynica l. 

" I should be a little cynica l, 
but I find a lot of decent people 
in politics," he said . " I think it's 
important not to expec t perfec
tion. Every politician has fl aws, 
and you have to take people as 
they come. Over the long haul, 
it's best to judge them on their 
tota li ty and balance." 

H. Scott Shore 
Financial Consultant 

Jewish Community Reporter 
On Ja nuary 26, a pproxi

mately 40 young adults affili
ated with the Univers ity of 
Rhode Island Hillel and Perspec
tives, Rhode Is land 's Jewish 
young adult p roject, will em
bark on a weekend trip to tour 
the United Sta tes H olocaust 
Museum in Washington, D.C. 

Many more had hoped to go, 
but ti cke ts sold out quickly . 
Waiting lists have formed at 
bo th URJ Hillel and Perspec
ti ves. 

"Students have a lways been 
interested in lea rni ng about the 
Holocaus t," said Ai lene Ger
ha rdt, a Jewish Campus Service 
Corps Fellow a t URJ Hillel. " I 
decided to put a trip together as 
cheaply as possible." 

For $60, you ng adults wi ll fl y 
from Rhode Is land 's Green Air
port to Ba ltimore on Southwest 
Airlines. After spending Satur
day night a t the Red Roof Inn in 
Balti more, the group will spend 
Sundaya tthe museum,and will 

The trip has been subsidized 
by the URI Student Senate and 
the Jewish Federation of Rhode 
Island. 

According to Gerhard t, the 
trip was originally made avail
able to Perspectives members in 
case of vacancies. But because 
of the high demand for places, 
only three spots were available 
for Perspectives members. 

" We offered a trip last year, 
but the transportation was by 
bus," Gerhardt explained." An 
eight-hour bus ride is a lot for 
college students." 

Still , both Gerhardt and Per
spectives ChairmanAlisonLink 
have been surprised by the very 
strong response to the trip. 

"This genera tion is very in
te res ted in educa ting them
selves," Gerha rdt sa id . " They 
know they a re the las t genera
ti on to be able to speak to sur
vivo rs. Their children w ill not 
have tha t opportun ity, a nd 
they wa nt to be able to teach 
them ." 

JORI to Hold Reunion, Jan. 12 
All campers and counselors 

who have shared thei r sum mers 
together atCamp JORI wi ll have 
the opportuni ty to renew old 
fri endships and make some new 
ones when the camp holds its 
annual reunion from 2 to 5 p.m. 
onJan. 12at theJewishCommu
nity Center of Rhode Island , lo- , 
ca ted a t 401 Elmgrove Ave. in 
Providence. 

A ll past and present mem
bers of the JORI fami ly are in
vited to come and to bring a 
fri end . Everyone is encouraged 
to bring their bathing su its and 
towels for a swim in the pool. A 
snack of pizza will be served . 

Camp JORI, the only Jewish 
overnight camp in RhodeJsland, 
offers a complete camping ex
peri ence including sports, arts 
a nd cra fts, and Jewish culture 
as well as ka rate, photography 
and computer know-how. The 
camp is loca ted on 13.5 acres in 
the heart of the state's beach 
a rea in Narragansett. 

Es tablished in 1937, Camp 
JORI recently established an as
sociation for its many alumni 
who treasure fond memories of 
their shared summertime expe
riences. 

For more information, call 
Camp JORJ at 521-2655. 

~ Merrill Lynch 
Private Client Group 

One Citizens Plaza 
Suite 1000 
Providence, Rhode Island 02903 
401863 8772 
800 528 3619 
FAX 401 831 0455 

All of us in the Jewish community are keenly aware of the special needs 
and challenges in meeting our pbligations and goals for our children, our 
schools, our community, our elderly parents and ourselves. 

Have we saved for weddings and major simchas? 

Have we prepared to support a young couple who wish to build a famil y 
while continuing either religious or secular education? 

Have we an investment plan to finance our children's Jewish education, 
or are we hoping for the availability of scholarship funds? 

Have we or our children considered a financia l plan to help make living 
in Israel a realistic option? 

Let me work with you to make these decisions a little easier. 
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EDITORIAL 

Gilman and Helms 
Support Netanyahu 
Congressman Benjamin A. 

Gilman(20th-NY),chairman 
of the House International 

RelationsCommittee,hasjoined 
with Sen. Jesse Helms, chair
man of the Senate Foreign Rela
tions Committee, in expressing 
support for Israeli Prime Minis
terBenjaminNetanyahu's peace 
efforts. 

Following is the text of a let
ter the two foreign affairs com
mittee chairmen sent to the 
prime minister on Dec. 17: 

Dea r Mr. Prime Minister: 
There has been some excited 

discussion in the United States 
about Israel and its commitment 
to the peace process in the 
Middle East. As a new year, and 
as a new U.S. Cong ress begins, 
we believe it important tha t you 
be aware of our views. 

The State of Israel is a politi
ca l, s trategic and mora l ally of 
the United States in the Middle 
East. In a region where s tate 
sponsorship of te rrorism is rife, 
elections are few and far be
tween and anti-Americanism is 
a byword, you are a cons tant 
and trus ted fri end . Those facts 
are immutable, and cannot be 
altered by ~hanges in govern
ment, either in Washington or 
Jerusa lem. 

The peace process is indeed 
very important, and U.S. com
mitment to it mus t be unwaver
ing. A just and fair settlement of 
the conflic t between nations and 
between peoples is a worthy 
goa l towards w hich we must a ll 
conti nue to strive. Your contin-
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ued negotiations on the ques
tion of Hebron are a testament 
to Israel's willingness to work 
toward s a viable agreement 
with the Pales tinians, particu
larly in light of exhortations to 
terrorism against Israel from 
Gaza and Damascus. 

There are voices who insist 
that it is incumbent upon the 
State of Israel to make all the 
sac rifi ces for peace. Do ·not 
count us among such people. 
All parties to the peace process 
must act in good faith; no one 
can credibly pretend that the 
peace will hold or fail on the 
actions of one party alone. 

We would not presum e to 
advise you on specific steps to 
take, or to refra in from taking, 
in your pursuit of a just and 
lasting peace. We do, however, 
support your effo rts to ensure 
the securi ty of Is rael's people 
a nd its borders. Security is the 
foundation upon which the 
peace process has been built, 
and withou t w hich nei ther Is
rael, nor the United Sta tes, can 
be confiden t of a las ti_ng so lu
ti o n to the confli ct in the Middle 
East. 

Rest assured, Mr. Prime Min
is ter, tha t we w ill con tinue to 
do a ll we ca n to suppor t peace 
in the Middle East, as well as 
the security of the State of Israe l 
and all its people. We will do so 
not out of a ltruism, but because 
we recognize that strong ti es 
between our nations and our 
democratic governments ben
efit a ll of us. 

Candlelighting 
January 10, 1997 

4:16 p.m. 

- -- -
Notice: The opinions presented on this 
page do not necessarily represent the 
opinions of this establishment. 

The Christian Pundits Miss the 
Plight of the Palestinians 

by Norman E. Mann 
There was a full-page ad in 

the Dec. 12 edition of the New 
York Times which read "Chris
tians call for a shared Jerusa
lem." It was paid for by a multi
tude of Christian individuals 
and a multitude of fragmented 
Christian churches and sects. 

It is obvious to me that 
many of the signers or their 
rep resentati ves ha ve never 
visi ted Jerusalem since the city 
was reunited . If they had vis
ited the city prior to its reuni
fi cation they could have expe
ri enced a di vid ed city. 

Since Israel has taken over 
the administration of the city of 
David, one ca n observe tha t the 
trad itions of a ll sects, religions 
and beliefs are respected and 
honored. They have never had 
it so good and any thought of 
turning the city into a munici-

pality of "shared" responsibil
ity would see an imposition of a 
nightmarish situation with each 
and every one of the signers of 
today's ad individually pulling 
for their specific rights and 
pieces of the Holy City. 

It is a d elicate matter of the 
polity of religious apportion
m ent as one ca n see how the 
Is raeli s main tain the delica te 
balance between the Arme
ni an, Greek Orthodox, Roman 
Catholic, Muslim and Jewish 
quarter religious s ites. They 
are doing just fine. The "H eri
tage, Hope a nd the Home of 
two peoples a nd three Reli
gio ns" a re we ll preserved un
der the Israelis. 

ow if all these do-gooders 
want to reall y accomplish some 
humanitarian purpose, let them 
start a campaign to encourage 
the export of Pa lesti nia n prod-

ucts from the Authority territo
ries which have achieved some 
semblance of au tonomy. 

What's needed are jobs and 
currency. Time spent in secur
ing the signatures for the ad 
would have been better spen t in 
advocating "Buy Pa lestinian" 
products for the holiday season 
ins tead of the good Christians 
scampering around and madly 
gobbling up a p lethora of Chris
tian look alike products "Made 
in China." 

It's not too late to begi'n such 
a campaign. Let's see. if their 
interest is into the human issues 
or jus t the political issu~s. Giv
ing Palestinian jobs now is what 
is needed . 

Thei r religions have only of-
fered his torically turmoil and 
suffering . Le t's put the Pales tin
ians to work with jobs to fill 
their pockets. 

Fre·da and Abe Landau Honored 
by Their Granddaughter 

The followi11g article is re
pri11ted, with permissio11, from the 
Tifereth lsraelight, the temple 
bulleti11 of Tifereth Israel Congre
ga tion in New Bedford. 

Today I am honoring my 
grandparents, Freda and Abe 
Landau, who are celebra ting 
their 50th weddinganniversary. 
They a re two very important 
and special people who are a 
part of my life. 

Through the yea rs you have 
watched m e grow from a shy 
little girl into a very self-as
sured young lady. You both 
have taught me the importance 
of my Jewish fai th, the Yid
dish language, and a lo t about 
you r experiences in the Holo
caust. 

I apprecia te and thank you 
for everything that you both 
have taught and will conti nue 
to teach me. Even though I do 
not live that close to you, I al
ways treasure our quali ty_ time 
together during our visits. 

Grandma, I love w hen we 
take wa lks, dance, talk about 

boys, and prepare dinner to
gether. Grandpa, I love when 
we sing songs, work in you r 
garden, and go to temple to
gether. 

Most of all, I love w hen the 
three of us joke around and give 
each o the r many kisses and 
hugs. 

Grandma, Grandpa, you are 
like a single rose made up of 
two colors, red and yellow, 
which stands perfectly straight 
in a vase made of go ld. 

The red part of the rose rep
resents the deep love yo u have 
for one another. The yellow part 
of the rose represents the in
credible friend ship you share 
because you never stop giving 
to one another. 

The stem of the rose repre
sents your strength to overcome 
any ha rdships that you endure. 
The vase made of gold repre
sents your solid marri age tha t 
you sha re and will always con
tinue to share. 

I have written a short poem 
for you, Grandmieand Grand pie. 

Fifty roses, all in a row. 
My gra11dparents' love for one 

another sure does always show. 
Kisses from them I can'tdowith

out. 
I love them, tha t there is no doubt. 
They are so cute I always pinch 

their cheeks 
Over the phone I blow them 

kisses every week. 
Taking walks with them is al

ways a ball of fun. 
I drown them with my kisses 

before our visit is done. 
Over the years happiness is what 

they certainly have won. 
No matter what we do together 

the three of us always have fun! 
No words can describe how 

much I love you ! H appy anni
versary, Grandma and Grand
pa! Maze] Tov! 

Love, your granddaug hter, 
Lauren Joy Kantor. 

Freda and Abe Landau arewe/1-
known members of the Jewish com
munity in New Bedford. Their sto
ries of the Holocaust have been vid
eotaped by the Spielberg Founda
tion. 

Suddenly, Completely Free! 
A. fascinating aspect of the former slaves emerge from sla- The instructionsand teachings 

liberationoftheJews from Egypt very as free men, bold and dig- ofthe Torah a.nd theCommand
(the prelude to which is the nified, "with an outstretched ments are infinite and eternal. 
subject of this week's Torah por- a rm" and "grea t wealth" as the Each chapter is valid for all times 
tion, Va'eira) is the Torah narrative describes 1t. and places, 

thrilling and dra-~ ~ and can beap-
matic:: wa y in plied to daily 

~~n~he~h; u ~dee~ I TO RAH TODAY ~~~i~: i~r~~ 
a nd comple te '--.!-----· ----------- ------1-•"" co n cer ning 
transformation in ~ the exodus 
both the physical fro m Egypt, 
and the spiritua l rea lms. Their spiritua l liberation was an event which we 

In the phys ica l a rea the no less sudden and drama tic: are ordered (by the Torah) to re
changewasextremely dramatic. After having sunk to the lowest member every day. 
Imagi ne the bitterness of the degree of unholiness, to the point The message to us all, which 
Jews' slavery: ens laved in a of pagan idol worship, they sud- sta nds out in bold relief from 
cou ntry from wh ich even a denly (a t the time of crossing the the events of the exodus, is that 
simple s lave cannot escape; Red Sea) perceive G-d, revealed a Jew has the inner capacity and 
completely in the power of a in His full glory. A few weeks actual ability to transform him
Pharaoh who bathes in the blood later they all stand at the foot of self, in a short time, from one 
of Jewish chi ldren; in utmost MountSinai ,on the highest level extreme to the opposite. 
destitution; broken in body and of holiness and prophecy; G-d From "A Tltoughtfortlte Week," 
spirit by the meanest kind of speaks to each one of them indi- Detroit. Adapted from tlte works of 
forced labor. Sudden ly!... vidually, without any go-be- the Lubavitcher Rebbe. S11b111itted 
Pharaoh's power is broken; the tween (not even Moses) and de- by Rabb , Yeltosltua Laufer of 
entire people is liberated; the dares: "I am G-d, your G-cl'" Cltabad /-Jo11se. 
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Abramowitz Demands JNF Reform 
by Yosef I. Abramowitz The Jewish Nationa l Fund 
marked its95thanniversary 
recently. It is a wonderful 

opportunity to look back on its 
glorious history, as their public 
relations department is encour
aging donors to do .... 

Soon, Israeli children will 
spread out over the land, dig 
holes and plant saplings to cel
ebrate Tu B'5hva t, the Jewish 
new year for the trees. In the 
United States, JNF traditionally 
raises about $1 million from 
school children on Tu B'Shvat. 

Recent media reports, and a 
partial audit of JNF books, re
vealed that less than a nickel of 
every dollar raised by JNF in 
America actually makes its way 
to Israel. Donors were up in 
arms, resig nations were an
nounced, changes were prom
ised ... 

Here are the basic facts. 
1) At least $50 million is un

accounted for over the pas t de
cade, but it is probably much 
higher. No one is looking for the 
missing millions. Nothing has 
changed . 

2) Jack Grunspan, the comp
troller, was forced to resign amid 
the disclosures of financial mis
management. Yet today he still 
runs all JNF financial business, 
but as an independent consult
ant. Nothing has changed. 

3) Following JNF's Novem
ber board meeting, it was an
nounced that Cohen .. would 

be relieved of his duties. He is 
sti ll contro llingJNFwitha tight 
fist. No crisis manager has been 
brought in. Nothing has 
changed. 

4) The nomina ting commit
tees to appoint a new slate of 
officers, a new executive vice 
president and a new president 
were all constituted by Cohen, 
and are a ll filled with loya lis ts . 
... Nothing has changed. 

5) Keren Kayemet L'Yisrael, 
has openly lied to )NF donors 
about how much money actu
ally arrives in Israel and has 
actively tried to hide the truth. 
KKL has not produced an ex
planation for thi s deception nor 
an accounting of the money 
transfers. Nothing has changed. 

On Dec. 18, the presidents of 
the 24 regions of JNF met by con
ference call. They overwhelm
ingly want the current national 
leadersof}NFto stepdown.New 
Englanc;I, New York, Philadel
phia, Los Angeles and others are 
threatening to close their JNF re
gional offices and cease their 
fund-rai sing if Cohen and )NF 
president, Milton Shapiro, don' t 
step down immediately. 

But Cohen and Shapiro .. . 
continue to cling onto power at 
the expense of Israe l. · 

Since a sacred covenant has 
been broken between the aver
age Jew and the land of Israel, 
we must reclaim Tu B'Shva t 
from the manipulators a t )NF. 

Call their toll-free number 

(800) 542-8733, on Tu B'Shvat 
(Jan. 23) and demand a clean 
house. 

Give to alternative Israeli or 
Jewish na ture organizations, 
like Shomrei Adama (212) 807-
6376. 

Conduct a Tu B'Shva t fruit 
seder in your homes. 

JNF has done much to help 
transform Israel. But more than 
99.5 percent of their budge t 
comes from Israeli taxpayers 
and donors outside of the United 
States. 

. .. Only when JNF has truly 
cleaned house will they merit 
our dollars, trust and affection. 

Yosef I. Abramowitz, an award
winning investigative journalist 
who broke the ]NF financial story 
in September, is the editor of 

' www.jewishfamily.com 
The Editors Comment: 
The Jewish Na tional Fund is an 

old and beloved part of Jewish cel
ebra tion of Tu B'Shvat. But it is an 
institution created by humans and 
run by humans, and "to err is hu
man ... to forgive, divine." 

Abramowitzdeservesourtha11ks 
for calling attention to alleged 
abuses of our trust and ]NF power. 
Someti111es, in his zeal and choice of 
words, even Abramowitz errs. But 
his research has been thorough. 

So, now we wait, and see if pub
lic pressure and 111edia attention 
will result in ]NF taking appropri
ate action - now. 

So far, the ]NF response has not 
been appropriate. 

Jennings' Jerusalem Jihad .. 
by Andrea Levin 

Say this for Peter Jennings
he's unabashed in placi ng ABC 
at the di s posal of the Arab 
agenda. Though the network 
has been embarrassed in the last 
year by the need for repea ted 
on-air corrections of reckless in
accuracies about Israel, a recent 
program, "Jerusalem Stories" 
(Dec. 19), is testimony that the 
anchorman's animus toward Is
rael is undiminished. 

The hour-long program of
fered a propagandis t's view of 
Jerusalem in which aggressive, 
exclusivist, and apparently fa
natical newcomer Jews dispos
sess moderate and humane Ar
abs on their property and heri
tage. 

However crude, the segment 
undoubtedly persuaded many 
viewers that the Jews are an 
unrea~onable lot and Arabs the 
victims in this dispute. 

The choice of interviewees 
and Jennings' manner of relat
ing to them were central to the 
jaundiced message. Thus, un
derscori ng the theme of Jewish 
intrusion, ABC notably pre
sented only foreign-born Jews 
to embody the views of i nha bit
ants of the ancient Jewish Quar
ter of Jerusa lem, while viewers 
were repeatedly reminded of 
the long lineage of the Arabs. 

This was the case even 
though Jews have lived a lmost 
continuously in the city for mil
lennia·, and Jerusa lem has had a 
Jewish majority for more than a 
century. Jewish Jerusa lemites 
with long family ti es to the city 
were rendered invisible a nd 
population figures underscor
ing the Jews' historic numerical 
preeminence were omitted. 

Who spoke for the Jews? An 
American rabbi "origi na lly from 
Brooklyn" described waiting for 
the Messiah, to which Jennings· 
sa id: "Do you rea ll y believe in 
the Mess iah? " (For Father 
Jero me Murphy O 'Co nnor, 
whose foreign origins were ob
vious but unmentioned, there 
were no theologica l challenges. 
Only respec tful affirmations: 
"You ' re right, Father," and, 
"This must be an astonishingly 
moving experience for a devout 
Christian.") 

A European-born Jew de
scribed his feelings of solemn 
connection to the Jewish people 
and to Jewish history, explain
ing the archeological project 
he'd undertaken. Though his 
story is inherently touching 
Jennings' responses are perfunc
tory, and, in a nasty bit of edit
ing, the ABC anchorman returns 

·to the man's home near the close 
of the program. 

A partygoer there, appar
ently an affluent American Jew, 
is heard declaring that Arabs 
ought to feel "lucky" that now, · 
under Jewish sovereignty, they 
have "respectable health care" 
and get their "garbage cleaned 
up." The man's point, that Ar
abs enjoy a much higher stan
dard of living than previously 
thanks to the Israeli administra
tion, is valid and important and 
totally ignored in the program, 
but Jennings has turned the mo
ment into ,an ugly and fal se 
carica ture of Jewish highhand
ed ness. 
· Again, in contrast, Arabs are 
shown in su ch modes t a nd 
friendly activities as making 
Easter cookies and serving cof
fee. They weep on ca mera when 

they recount thei r dread of Jew
ish encroachment in their neigh
borhoods and of neighbors al
leged ly being forced to leave 
Je rusa lem . Je nnings spea ks 
somberly of "what the Muslims 
fea r. " 

Jennings turns truth exactly 
on its head . In fact, since Israel 
gained full control of Jerusalem 
in 1967, the Arab population of 
the city has grown at a greater 
rate than the Jewish population. 

It is the Arabs who have his
torically sought to drive out the 
Jewish presence and the Jews 
who have opened the city to all 
religions. Indeed, for centuries 
the Muslim domination of the 
region had meant inferior sta
tus for Jews and Christians, 
"Dhimmi" people subject to 
harsh, discriminatory laws and 
daily humiliations .. 

... The most jarring scenes in 
Jennings' propaganda piece are 
those in which he was loudly 
accos ted on the street by Ortho
dox, American Jews evidently 
suspicious of his intentions. 
Appearing to relish the ex
changes, Jennings took the part 
of ally, friend , and champion of 
the Arabs. He goaded the Jews: 

"You see the guy up there in 
the dark suit," said Jennings, 
"the guy in the dark suit with 
the blue tie on? His name is Ali 
Kleibo and he's a Palestinian. 
Hehappensto bea Muslim. His 
grandparents came here with 
theCaliph-hisancestorscame 
here with the Caliph Omar of 
the Byzantines [sic] . What do 
you think his rights are here?" 
(The anchorman got hi s facts 
wrong again. The Byzantines 
were the Christian rulers whom 

(Continued o n Page 19) 

EDITORIAL 
Time for Jewish 
Peace in Israel 

by Rabbi Avi Shafran 
Director of Public Affairs, 
Agudath Is rael of America 

Did you know that .. 
... non-Orthodox Jewish reli

gious movements are illegal in 
Israel? 

... Orthod oxy's autho rity 
over Jewish personal status is
sues in Is rae l is agains t the 
wishes of most Israelis? 

... There is a groundswell of 
Israeli support for the promo
tion of non-Orthodox Jewish 
forms of worship and lifestyle? 

. .. if the Israeli Orthodox have 
their- way, Reform and Conser
vati ve converts will be U{lable 
to become Israeli citizens? 

... Orthodox rabbis consider 
Reform and Conservative Jews 
to be "less Jewish" than those of 
their own movement? 

If yo u are like many observ
ers of the contemporary Jewish 
scene, the above s tatements 
might seem almost common 
knowledge. 

Though not a single one of 
them is true. 

Israeli Jews face no impedi
ments on the path of affi lia ting 
with Reform oc Conserva tive 
congregations, a number of 
which have been established in 
recent years. 

A clear majori ty of Israelis, 
which by definition includes a 
large number of Jews who a re 
not Haredim (or "ultra-Ortho
dox," the pejorative, mislead
ing term preferred by some), 
favor the maintenance o f Or
thodox standards in matters of 
personal status. 

In spi te of the investment of 
great amounts of money and 
effort to pique native Israelis' 
interest in non-Orthodox fo rms 
of Jewish expression, the ven
ture has not met with much suc
cess. 

Anyone can apply for Israeli 
citizenship. At the crux of re
cent controversy is the "Law of 
Return" alone, which confer~ 
automatic, immediate citizen
shiponJews, yet does not clearly 
define the word "convert." 

Orthodoxauthoritiesconsider 
non-Orthodox Jews to be every 
bit as Jewish as themselves. Pe
riod . It is only when non-Jews 
wish to become Jews or Jews 
marry non-Jews that the ques
tion of standards comes, as it 
must, into play-and the Ortho
dox, by the very definition of their 
belief, consider the standards of 
halacha, or Jewish religious law, 
to be non-negotiable. 

The wealth of subtle and bla
tant misinformation circulating 
of late is the result of a de ter
mined and unconcealed effort 
to discredit Orthopoxy in gen
eral and the Israeli Orthodox in 
particular. 

And the tirade of intemper
ance did not begin with Union 
of American Hebrew Congre
gations President Rabbi Eric 
Yoffie's recent accusa tion that 
"the ultra-Orthodox" have 
"caused an entire generation of 
Israelis to view Judaism with 
contempt" and "abused Torah 
for their own selfish purposes 
and brought it into disrepute." 

This pas t summer, for one 
example, Central Conference of 
American Rabbi s Pres id e nt 
Rabbi Simeon Maslin, in an a r-

ticle in Reform Judaism entitled 
"WhoAre theAuthenticJews?", 
concluded that Jewish Ortho
doxy is counterfeit. 

And several months earlier 
in The Forward, Leonard Fein, 
the present director of the 
UAHC's Commission on Social 
Action, described Judaism de
voted to ancient Jewish religious 
law as "cul tic" and "offensive." 

Were similar misinformation 
and invecti ve to be directed at, 
say,blacksratherfhantheblack- . 
hatted, the perpetrators would 
ri ghtfully be called racist. Were 
it targeting Jews or Judaism in 
general, it would accurately be 
labeled anti-Semitism. 

But since the aim of the ani
mus is only the halacha-obser
vantJewish population, the dis
tortion and ill-will are, it seems, 
tolerated by otherwise liberal
minded folk . It is time for non
OrthodoxJews of good will and 
open mind to speak up. 

... Time for them to tell their 
leaders that calls for tolerance 
and unity ring hollow when ac
companied by the vi lification of 
other Jews for their beliefs, and 
the condemnation of an entire 
community for the sporadic 
misdeeds of some of its indi
vidual members. 

... Time to inform those lead
ers that the Orthodox, whether 
in Israel or elsewhere, will not 
abandon their fealty to Jewish 
law, nor should they be expected 
to. 

... Time to tell those leaders, 
too, that they make a mockery 
of their own professed concern 
for Jewish "continuity" when 
they malign the unarguable en
g ine of Jew is h endurance 
throughout his tory. 

... Time to apprise them of 
the uncomfortable but uncon
testable fact that maintenance 
of a single universally recog
nized Jewish religious standard 
in Israel - that of traditional 
Jewish law - is the best bet, 
whatever one's personal belief, 
for preserving the unity of the 
Jewish people there. 

... Time to remind them that, 
aside from the approximately 
25 percent of Israel's popula
tion that is practicing Ortho
dox, 54 percent of the country's 
Jews (according to a 1993 sur
vey conducted by the respected 
Guttman Institute for Applied 
Social Research) define them
selves as "traditional," profess
ing belief in the Torah's revela
tion to their ancestors at Sinai, 
the defining belief of Orthodox 
Judaism. 

... Time to get them to face 
the fact that even most self-de
scribed "secula r" Is raelis have 
no qualms about expressing 
their Jewishness. It has been es
timated that only 5 percent of 
Israeli "secular" Jews a re truly 
secular in the American sense, 
limiting their observa nce to 
things like circumcision and a 
Pesach seder. 

It is time, in other words, for 
thoughtful, objective and truly 
tolera nt Reform and Conserva
tive Jews to expose their lead
ers' lates t push for the import of 
American-style "Jewish reli
gious pluralism" to Israel for 
what it is: an attacl< on Orthodox 

(Continued on Page 19) 

-
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THE ·JEWISH COMMUNITY 
Ex-Christian Minister 
Tells Her Story at Chabad 

At the age o f 16, Tonica 
Marlow, daughter of a Protes
tant minister and an Egyptian 
Jewish m other, was accepted as 
the youngest s tudent at a no ted 
Christian theo logical college, 
and within four year she had 
become an ordained minister. 

Yet with all of her successful 
activities within the church, she 
could no t explain the deep void 
she felt inside. She asked ques

, ti ons, but the answers she re
ceived did no t satisfy her. 

Mordechai. She resides in Sa fed, 
Israel, with her husband and 
three so ns. Mordechai has 
authored an a utobi ograph y 
titled , Playing with Fire. 

On Jan. 15, the West Bay Jew
ish Forum, a project of C ha bad 
of West Bay Chai Center will 
hos t this remarkable woman as 
she retells the story of her amaz
ing odyssey. 

13()\1 )~ 

• 
• 

Therefore, she began a remark
able quest for her true heritage, 

Tonica Marlow is now Tova 

This event, w hich is open to 
the public, will be held at the 
Chai Center, 15Centervi lle Road 
in Warwick at 7:30 p.m. Admis
sion is $5, For more informa
tion, ca ll 884-4071. Post Honored in Israel 

Congregation Beth Sholom 
Offers Course on Prayer 

Congregation Beth Sholom, 
atCampStreetand Rochambeau 
Avenue in ·Providence, is offer
ing an adult education course 
on prayer, starting Jan. 19 from 
7 to 8 p.m. 

Why do we need a syna
gogue? · 

Marlene Post, national president of Hadassah and a Jerusa lem 3000 honoree, recently 
returned from a 10-day trip to Prague and Israel. She is shown at the honors ceremony in 
Jerusalem, From the left are: Susan Weikers-Volchok, Israel Bonds international campaign 
chairman; Ehud Olmert, mayor of Jerusalem; Pos t; and Vicki Erlbaum, Israel Bonds National 
Women's Division and Delegation cha irwoman, 

These related issues wi II be 
partofa newongoingadul ledu
cation s tudy of the fourth pirek 
of Brachot. This program is in
tended for the whole family,and 
supervised entertainment will 
be provided for the chi ldren. 

Freedom 'Sing' to be held at Temple Emano-El 
Rabbi Mitchell Levine will 

lead a weekly study session on 
prayer which will consider: 

Does Jewish prayer work? 
Whal does prayer seek to ac

complish? 

If you have any questions, 
contact Howie Mintz (751-1251) 
or Esta Yavner (274-6219). 

Zamir Chorale Auditions 
The Zamir Chora le of Boston, Joshua Jacobson, music di rec tor, 

announces limited openings for sopranos and tenors. 
Sight-reading and previous choral experience are required. 

Candidates must be willing to learn fa ll repertoire individually, 
Auditions will be held by appointment only on Tuesday eve

nings at H ebrew College, 43 Hawes St., Brookline. Qualified 
singers should call (617) 492-36ll for more information. Reper
toire includes music from a va ri ety of Jewish traditions, 

FEBRUARY 13, 1997 

"Songs of Freedom, Words 
of Hope" is the theme of the 
second annual community sing 
to be held on the Marlin Luther 
King, Jr. holiday weekend. 

Thesing is scheduled for Jan, 
18 at 7 p.m. at Temple Ema nu
El, 99 Taft Ave. in Providence. 

The program is sponsored by 
the Rhode Island Committee for 
Non-Violence Initiatives and the 
Social Action Comm ittee of 
Temple Emanu-EL It is open to 
the public, A freewill donation of 
$5 adults, $3 students and senior 
citizens, is suggested. Proceeds 
will benefit youth training in Dr. 
King's philosophy non-violence, 

Song leaders will include Bill 

e are currently preparing for our annual Bridal Issue, to be published on February 13, 

1997, This year, as in the past, we are encouraging our advertisers to s~bmit display 
ads, photos and editorial copy for this special issue. 

You may not know that our 1994 Bridal Issue was awarded First Place for an Advertising Supplement 

in the New England Press Association's "Better Newspaper" contest, and that our 1995 Bridal Issue 
received Second Place honors in the same contest These contests have included entries from 200 
small newspapers from New England and the Canadian Mari times. With your participation, 
perhaps we can make this year's another First Place contender. 

Let us know if you are interested in advertising in the Rhode-Island Jewish Herald 1997 Bridal Issue, 

We'd be happy to design yo_ur ad for you - free of charge. All you pay for is the ad space. And 
remember, we welcome any copy or photos you'd like to submit for inclusion in the editorial 
portion of this issue. The deadline for both advertising and editorial is Friday, January 3 I, 1997. 

CALL DIANA FLORIO AT 724-0200 FOR SPACE RESERVATIONS<&'INFORMATION 

114 PRGE 16'\v x6"ul: $100.80 • 1/2 PRGE {IO'\v x7"HJ: $Jg6,00 • FULL PRGE {10'\v X l4"HJ: mtoo 
Second (spot) color ads are available for an additional charge of $25.00 per ad, Full color ads are an 

additional $200 per ad (this includes the 4-color separation), Please reserve your space early, as color pages 
are limited. Any size ad is accepted. Our rate is $5.60 per column inch. A single column is 17/4 " wide; 
2 coltmms are 4" wide; 3 columns are 6" wide; 4 columns are 8" wide and 5 columns are JO" wide. 

Harley, producerof an album of 
fre edom so ngs ca lled " I' m 
Gonna Let ll Shine: A Gathering 
of Voices for Freedom"; Leroy 
Thomas Isom, director of the 
Diocesan Gosp el Choir; Dr. 
Mamie Oliver of Olney Street 
Baptist Church; Lau ra Berkson, 
a well-known vocalist and mem
ber of Temple Ema nu-EI; and 
members of the Rhode Is land 
Feminist Chorus, Michael Will
iams, director of the Prism of 
Praise choir, has also been in
vited to participate. 

This year's community sing 
will combine songs of the civil 
rights movement with selected 
readings by Bernadette Pitts
yViley from Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr, Pitts-Wiley is a drama
ti s t and director of the 
Multicultu ral Center at Johnson 
and Wales Universi ty. The read
ings will challenge those in at
tenda nee to re-comrni t to the un-

finished agenda of King - the 
establishment of a "wo rld 
house" builton the principles of 
non-violence in which the triple 
evi ls of militarism/violence, 
materia lism / poverty, and rac
ism have been eradicated , 

The si ng, a fami ly event, be
gan in 1996 wi th the visit to 
Rhode Island of Dorothy Cot
ton, education director of the 
Southern Christi an Leadership 
Conference under King. 

As Cotto n has written, "Mu
sic - singi ng -- carried the 
civi l ri g hts movement. Sing
ing.out of sorrow, with others 
of the sa m e pr edicament , 
caused a bonding that gave 
s treng th to the burgeoning re
solve to do something about 
our plight." 

For information, call the R.L 
Committee for Non-Violence 
Initiatives at (508) 336-5457, or 
Barney Heath al 726-1146. 

The Camera VVerks 
764 Hope Street, Providence, RI 02906 

(40 I ) 273-5367 (273-LENS) 

FILM DEVELOPING 

FREE! 
2nd Set of 

Color Prints * 

or 

35mmlii 110 ' 

i:c ' , -

FREE'! 
Roll of Fuji 

24 exp. Film* 

110 
35mm 
only 

1 2 EXP. $ 2 .99 
24 E X P. $ 6 .89 
36 EXP. $8.99 

2 Sets of 3" Glossy Prints or l set of 3" 
Prints and 1 roll of ISO 100 24 exp. Fuji Film 

See store for details ·c-4 i Only 
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JEWISH COMMUNITY 
Jerusalem is Subj.eel in Exhibition 

The land oflsrael and its capi
tal city, Jerusalem, boasts the 
longest unbroken succession of 
maps of any country in the 
world, holding a special place 
in the world of cartography. 

Anexhibitionofancientmaps 
of the city which King David 
establ ished as his capital 3,000 
years ago is now on display at 
the Providence Public Library. 

Produced by the Public Af
fairs Division of the Israel Min
istry of Foreign Affairs, the ex
hibition comprises maps · and 
views of both the city itself and 
the land of which it constitutes 
the heart and soul. 

Although the most ancient 
schematic maps known origi
nated in Mesopotai:nia, the old
est detailed map in existence is 
theMadaba mosaic dating from 
the 6th century C.E. 

Its representation of "The 
Holy City of Jerusa lem" is the 
earliest clean and detailed city 
map ever found - not surpris
ingly - as Jerusa lem was al
ready then sacred to both Juda
ism and Christianity. Islam, too, 
was later to recognize the sanc
tity of Jerusalem. 

However, the holiness of both 
country and city is reflected in 
these early maps of the first two 
religions only. Indeed, it was 
the mediaeval Christian map 
makers who introduced the 
theme of the Holy Land and the 
HolyCityintotheirmaps,many 
of which were more symbolic 
and ideological than geographi
cal in character. 

Most of the early maps of the 
Holy Land and Jerusalem were 
produced by cartographers who 
never visited the country, 

mainly for religious purposes, 
often portraying such incongru
ous details as European-style 
architecture, with imagination 
playing an important part. 

Visitors are encouraged to not 
only view each map as a whole, 
buttodeciphersomeoftheplace 
names recorded. The exhibition 
provides an interesting insight 
into the cartographer's subjec
tive attitude toward and knowl
edge of the area, as well as sup
plying objective information of 
the geography, culture and his
tory of the region. 

The exhibition is on display 
in the Barnard Room, third floor, 
of the Central Library, 225 Wash
ington St., now until Feb. 8. 

Viewing hours are Monday 
to Thursday, 9 a.m. to 8 p.m., 
Friday and Saturday, 9 a.m. to 
5:30 p.m. and Sunday 1 to 5 p.m. 

Wintertime Assistance for the Elderly 
Wintertime in New England 

evokes visions of snowflakes 
and icicles glistening in the 
morning sun. 

Then there's the flip side -
the frost, ga les, ~leet, and shiv
ering chill of winter storms, 
grimy snow and slippery ice
covered walks and roads. 

If you are elderly, winters 
can be especially hazardous. 
Winter can be a lonely time, 
too . If you are housebound, or 
simply unwilling to face the 
cold outdoors, your opportu
nities for companionship are 
diminished. 

If you have an elderly rela
tive or friend, now is the time to 
visit with your children, offer to 
help with the grocery shopping, 
arrange for shoveling snow, or 
suggest a trip to the mall or to a 
restaurant for a meal. Or per-

haps you could help an elderly 
person to entertain a few friends 
for coffee or tea at home. ' 

The elderly services offered 
by Jewish Family Services of 
Rhode Island can provide op
portunities to beat the hardships 
of winter. 

Depending on a person's 
needs, a continuum of services 
for the elderl y and their 
caregivers are available with op
tions including home care ser
vices, homemakers, counseling 
for the elderly, counseling for 
families and caregivers, out
reach for the elderly, outreach 
for adult chi ldren who live out 
of town, a registered nurse con
sultant, Lifeline RI personal 
emergency response system, JFS 
kosher mealsite in Cranston, Ko
sher Meals on Wheels, Jewish 
EldercareofRhode Island, Fam-

ily Life Education courses on 
issues of aging and informa
tion / referral services. 

The goal of JFS is to offer 
support systems that will en
able people to maintain their 
quality of life and sense of inde
pendence. Professional assess
ments can be made to deter
mine what services are needed. 

Fees for service are on a slid
ing scale, based on ability to 
pay. If the agency cannot meet a 
client's needs, other community 
resources that may be helpful 
are suggested. 

For more details, contact the 
agency at 331-1244. 

Leisure Club 
to Meet 

Parcell's Good Luck Charm 
The Temple Emanu-El Leisure 

Club will meet on Jan.12 at 2 p.m. 
in the temp le vestry. The speaker 
will be raconteur Dr. Burton 
Fischman, whose topic will be 
"Laughter is Good for You." by Neil Nachbar 

Herald Associate Editor 
Prior to last Sunday's game 

against the Pittsburgh Steelers, 
New England Patriots' owner, 
Bob Kraft, met with head coach 
Bill Parcells. The coach reached 
into his locker and pulled some
thing out to show Kraft. 

"I have something you'd like 
to see," said Parcells. 

The coach revealed a button 
with the Hebrew word "chai" 
on it. The coach received the 
button from a Jewish friend, but 
didn'tknowwhatitmeant.Since 
Kraft is Jewish, he was able to 
read the button and told Parcells 

that it meant "li fe" or "good 
luck." 

However, Parcells ended up 
weari ng the button backwards. 

"He had it on left to right, I 
had to show him that it goes 
right to left," stated Kraft. 

In a press conference the day 
after the game, Parcells, who is 
one of the most superstitious 
coaches around, said he was 
goingtocontinuetowearitback
wards since the Patriots won. 

FOR AD RA TES, 
9 CALL 724-0200 

Refreshments and a social 
hour will follow the program. 

The right lawyer 
makes the difference 

Sam«et.A~~ 
A~aL,uq. 

831-7S55 

OYCE M MARTIN Chiropractic Physician & DR, J , Certified Clinical Nutritionist 

Specializing in pain, nutritional weight loss, rehabilitation & holistic wellness 

• Weight Loss • Headache • Rehabilitation 

• Back Pain • Work Injuries • Arm & Leg Pain 

• Neck Pain • Auto Injuries • Homeopathy 

• Same Day New Patien\ or Emergency Appointment Available 

708 Reservoir Avenue 942· 0600 
Cranston, Rhode Island • 

Most Major Insurances Accepted i.e. Medicare, Blue Cross, Healthmate 2000 
Diplomate American Board of Chiropractic Nutrition 

Board Eligible Certified Chiropractic Rehabilitation Doctor 

Good Sportsmanship 
Teachers and students exchanged "high fives" after the 

recent ASDS faculty-student basketball game. 
Photo courtesy of ASDS 

Feel Healed 
OnJan.19 a t4p.m., Temple Beth-El in Providence will continue 

its series of special "Services of Healing for the Soul." 
This prayer service is designed for those struggling with loss, 

grief, illness, disabil ity, or anyone in need of spiritual sustenance. 
The liturgy is intended to help those who are in pain, or to offer 
support to those who help others with thei r pain. 

Services will be held once a month in the temple's chapel. All in 
need of spiritual renewal are invited. 

For more information, call Rabbi Michael Cahana at 331-6070. 
Temple Beth-El is located at 70 Orchard Ave. 

ORDAINED JEWISH 
CLERGY FOR ALL 

YOUR FAMILY NEEDS 
We educate and officiate 

in any location. 
• Bar/Bal Mitzvah for every child 

including special needs 

• Adult Bar/Bat Mitzvah 

• Weddings 

• Funerals & Unveilings 

FREE CONSULTATION . Babynamings 

TOLL FREE 1-888-4 MITZVAH , Learn to participate in the service 

1-888-464-8982 • Learn to read Hebrew 

• Private tutoring & classes available 

o you have any fad~ photographs that 

you'd like to share? We're looking for old 

wedding photos to be published in our 1997 

Bridal Issue. Of particular interest to us are photos from 

twenty years or 1nore a~. 

If you'd lihe us to include your wedding photos, please 

send or deliver your photos to the Rhode Island Jewish 

Herald at 99 Webster Street, Pawtucket, R.J. 02861. \Ve 

promise your photographs will be handled with tJ,.e care 

they deserve and will be returned prompt]y after the 

publication of this issue on February 13, 1997. 

e'd also like to pul,Ji.h small recollections 

our courtship or wedding. Do you 

an amusing story to tell? If S-O, please 

mail a brief description to the address above, or fax it to 

(401) 726-5820. 

The deadline for both items is January 31, 1997. 

FROM l'HE RHODE ISLAND JEWISH tii::AALO, 1946: BERNICE (MARKOFF) A~D 
ALBERT GEFFNER PREPARE TO LEAVE FOR THEIR WEDDING T~,,.,.-
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9 SCHOOLBEAT 
Applications Available for 
Yozma' Fellowship Program 

The Bronfman Youth Fellow
ships is now accepting applica
tions from Jewish organizations 
who are interested in hosting a 
Yozma fellow for 11 months, 
beginning in the fa ll of 1997. 

Since its inception in 1987, the 
Bronfrnan Youth Fellowships in 
Israel program has sought to en
rich the li ves of young people 
and through them, the Jewish 
people as a whole. 

The creation of ongoing op
portunities for engagement and 
leadership in the Jewish commu
nity has been a primary goal of 
the Bron&nan YouthFeUowships. 

In 1995, the program 
launched Yozma (Hebrew for 
Resourceful Initiative), which 
fund s eight full-time, 10-month 

fellowship positions within the 
Jewish community. 

Yozma fellows are placed 
with selected innovative and dy
namic Jewish organizations in 
North America and Israel that 
share the Bronfman Youth Fel
lowships' values of pluralism, 
Jewish learning,and attachment 
to Judaism. 

The organizations must gen
erate and implement creative 
ideas for Jewish engagement 
and continuity and must com
mit to involving the Yozma fel
low in significant work. 

In turn, the organi za tions 
benefit from talents and ener
gi es of this highly gifted and 
moti vated group of young Jew
ish lead ers. 

Program Offers Help for Teachers 
The Bra dl ey School of 

Middletown will offer a program 
for teachers on s trategies to help 
children with ADD/ ADHD in 
their classroom. This will be part 
of the ongoing Speaking of Kids 
Educator's Series. The program 
will be held onJan.16, beginning 
at 6 p .m. at the Middletown cam-

Wintry White 
OnJan.17, between 9:40a.m. 

and 1:30 p.m., the Chi ldren's 
Museum of Rhode Island en
courages chi ldren ages 3 to 5 to 
discoverdelightinwintrywhite. 

They wi ll listen to "One Snowy 
Day" by Ezra Jack Keats. 1 

Preschoolers create pa per snow 
person friends, print snowy 
scenes to take home, and taste 
cool snow mound cookies. Same
day registration. Call 726-2591 
beginning at 8:30 a.m. to register. 
Thereisanadditional feeof$1.50 
per chi ld beyond the price of ad
mission. 

pus o f the Bradley School (be
hind St. Lucy's Church at 915 
West Main Road). 

Robert M. Hayden, Ph.D., 
director of the ADD and the 
school problems program, will 
recommend classroom i nterven
tions for children wit!;, ADHD. 

Hayden, ass istant clini cal 
professoratBrown University' s 
school of medicine, will suggest 
techniques that can be imple
mented in mainstream as well 
as special education classrooms 
in order to address the kinds of 
difficulties many ADHD chil
dren often display. 

The program is free and open 
to educators and interested 
members of the community . 
Professional development cred
its are offered for teachers. Reg
ister in advance by calling 444-
4800 or (800) 927-1230. You may 
request a sign language inter
preter by calling Health Con
nection through the Rhode ls
land Relay: (800) 745-5555. 

HENRY BARNARD LABORATORY SCHOOL 
APPLICATIONS FOR KINDERGARTEN ENROLLMENT 

The Henry Barnard School is accepting applications for admission in 
September 1997. 

The school is a culturally diverse elementary school, kindergarten 
through grade 6, and a child care program for children age 3 and 4. 
The school is located on the campus of Rhode Island College and is 
run under the auspices of Rhode Island College. It is dedicated to 
excellence in education for children and provides a learning environ
ment for Rhode Island College students. 

Applicants for the kindergarten are chosen by lottery. Children apply
ing for kindergarten must be five (5) years of age by September 1, 
] 997. Kindergarten applications must be received by Friday, January 
31, 1997, to be included in the lottery. 

There will be a Kindergarten Open House/Infonnational Meeting on 
Tuesday, January 21 at 7 p.m. This meeting will provide the opportu
nity to learn more about the Henry Barnard School and its programs, 
as well as the kind¢!:rgarten admissions procedures. 

Culturally diverse students are encouraged to apply. 

Applicants from the city of Providence, who apply for kindergarten in 
accordance with current desegregation guidelines, may be eligible for 
financial aid through the Providence Barnard Plan. More information 
may be obtained by call ing the Office of Equa l Educational 
Opportunity of the Providence School Department at 401-456-9289. 

Al1 children attending Henry Barnard School, who are Providence res
idents, are eligible for free bus transportation to and from school. 

Some openings are anticipated in other grades, especially grades 4-6. 
For additional information and an application, call the 
school at 401-456-8127. , · 

The Henry Barnard School is committed to equal opportunity and 
affinnative action . Persons needing reasonable accommodations for 
tht muting on January 21, should call the school 48 hours in 
advance. 

Fellowship positions are 
available to Israeli alumni and 
finalists who have completed 
their undergraduate studies, 
and have demonstrated a desire 
to apply their abilities and en
thusiasm within the Jewish com
munity. 

During the term of their fel
lowship, the Yozma fellows will 
continue to study and partici
pate in enrichment programs, 
through networking and col
laboration among the fellows 
themselves and meetings with 
members of the Bronfman fac
ulty. 

All Yozma fellowships are 
competiti ve and merit-based , 
with fina l selection made by the 
BYFI selection committee in con
sultation with pa rti cipating host 
organi zations. 

The Bronfman Youth Fellow
ships is a program of the Sam
uel Bro nfman Foundation. 

For applications: The Bronf
man Youth Fellowships in Israel, 
Yozma Fellowship Program, 17 
Wilbur St., Albany, N.Y. 12202-
1716; fax: (518) 432-8984, e-mail : 
achame@albany. net. 

URl's Learning 
Landscape Offers 
an April Vacation 

Program 
Scouts, campers/and groups 

up to 50 children in grades kin
dergarten through six will have 
an opportunity to see nature up 
close and personal during the 
school vacation this April. 

URI's Leaning Land sca pe 
Environmental Education Pro
gram has openings on April 15 
and 17. 

Young environmentalists can 
explore the soils, water, plants, 
and wildlife of Rhode Island in 
URJ's four acres of gardens and 
greenhouses. 

Offered in the spring and the 
fa ll , this two-hour, hands-on 
program is normally open only 
to school groups. However, dur
ing the April vacation week, the 
program opens to other inter
ested groups. 

There is a $5 fee per child. For 
more information or to register 
your group, call 874-5706 or 874-
2900. 

SA.AB 
f;..,) ~our OW'\ road~-

June In January "Sale" 
"96 900S conv. 5 speed .. .. ......... $28,985 
'96 900SE T 5 Beige .. . .. ..... $24,985 
'96 9000CS A green .. . ... $26,885 
'95 900S conv. Ruby .. . ..... $25,585 
'95 900SE Sedan A Black .. . ... $23,385 
'95 900SE Turbo M Black .. . .. $22,985 
'95 9000CSE Turbo A Ruby ... . .. ..... $25,985 
'95 900S Sedan M Green .................. $18,885 
'94 900 Turbo conv. M Ruby ............... $25,985 
'93 9000CSE A Green . ..................... $19,785 
·93 900 3-Door A Black ................... $14,585 
·93 900 4-Door M Green .. . ..... $13,585 
'92 9000S A Green .. . .... $10,985 
'92 9000S A White .. . ........ $15,885 
'89 9000 Turbo A Blue .. . .... $8,895 

OTHERS 
'94 Ctrerokee LTD VS Black .. .. .,. $22,885 
'93 Volvo 940 Wagon G,ey ............. $16,885 
'93 Volvo 940S 4-Door White ............. $16,885 
·92 Volvo 960 Wagon Black ................ $16,985 
'92 Acura lntegra LS Coupe .............. $10,585 
'92 Ford F150 Maroon .. . ... $10,885 

WIGWAM 
915 CHARLES STREET 

NORTH PROVIDENCE, RI 
(401) 353-1260 

Adopt a Bit of the Wild West 
Since 1971, the U.S. Depart

ment of the Interior, Bureau of 
Land Management, has had re
sponsibility for the wild horses 
and burros that roam free ly on 
the nation' s western public 
rangelands. 

To maintain the health of the 
land and to protect these "living 
legends," BLM periodica lly 
gathers excess animals and of
fers them to individuals for 
adoption. 

BLM will be gathering almost 
3,000 horses and burros in the 
next few months because 
drought conditions in the West 
have severely d epleted their 

Where Are 
You Headed? 

The American Mensa Educa
tion and Resea rch Founda tion 
announces its annual Scholar
ship Essay Contes t. Awards a re 
made on the basis of an essay of 
fewer than 550 words describ
ing the applica nt's academic or 
ca reer goa l. 

Eligibility requirements are 
that the app li ca nt must be en
roll ed in an accredited Ameri
can ins titution of post-second
ary education fo r the 1997 fall / 
winter term and bea U.S.citizen 
or permanent resident. 

The genera l awards a re un
res tricted as to age, sex, gender, 
level of educa tion or financial 
need . 

All requests for applications 
must include a se lf-addressed, 
stamped envelope and be post
marked no later than Feb. 5. All 
submi ssions mus t be post
marked no later than Feb. 28. 

For appli ca tion forms, con
tact: Barbara B. Blackburn, 8 
Shadow Brook Lane, #B, 
Smithfield, R.l. 02917. 

Cookie Time 
Rhode Island Girl Scouts will 

be taking cookie orders starting 
Jan. 18. 

There are eight Gi rl Scout 
Cookie varieties, including three 
new items: reduced-fat iced Gin
ger Daisies, Five World Cinna
mons and reduced-fat Lemon 
Pastry Cremes. They join the 
line-up of p~ennial favorites. 

Each box costs $3. 
People not contacted by a Girl 

Scout who wish to order cook
ies may call the Girl Scouts of 
Rhode Island, Inc., Council at 
331-4550, ext. 0. _These orders 
are credited to the local troop 
thaflnakes the delivery. 

A nnouncing the 1997 U.S $a\'ings 
Bonds National Smdem Po<;lcr Conte<;\ -
the perfec t opportu nity for 4 th. 5th, and 
6th grade ~,udcnl, to de rnon,trnte their 
arti stic talent~ .tnd win prize, including 
U.S. Sav ing:, Bond, and a trip to 
Washington. D .C. The Contc, t 
deadline is February 7. 1997 

For conte,t information contact your 
,chool or write: 

Nati onal Student Poster Contes; 
Saving, Bond, Marketing Office 
Room 33 1 
Department of the Trca,ury 
Wa~hinglon, D.C. 20226 

\,, 
,.,. ...... r rs S4VINGS 
~.~.;-cl,, ,BONDS ~ . . 

.. , •• , J 

A public , crvicc of thi , publication . 

water and food sources, particu
larly in southern Nevada, where 
the largest herds of wi ld horses 
and burros exist. 

The gathered animals will be 
offered for adoption after recu
peration at BLM's resting facili
ties. Interested individuals may 
obtainan inforrnation packet list
ing adoption requirements and 
sites by ca lling the BLM toll-free 
at (800) 417-9647. The bureau is 
always looking for caring people 
to adopt wi ld horses; but with 
having to gather additional 
horses because of the drought, it . 
needs more people to provide 
good homes for these animals. 

CCRI Offers 
Windows 95 

and Microsoft 
Office Courses 
The Community College of 

Rhode Is land 's department of 
computer studies and informa
tion processing is offering mi
cro-computer software courses 
for personal computer users 
developed around Windows 95 
and Microsoft Office. The five
week classes begin the week of 
Jan. 21. All courses are one credit. 
Tuition is $73 plus other appli
cable fees. 

For dates, times and registra
tion information, call C,CRI's 
department of computer stud
ies and information processing 
at 825-2155. 

Blast Off! 
On Jan. 15, between 3 and 5 

p.m., the Children's Museum of 
Rhode Island invites chi ldren 
ages 5 and o lder to learn why 
friction is a drag and why grav
ity is such a downer as they 
investigate the power of air. 

Young scientists explore air 
pressure and the theory behind 
jet propulsion. Harnessing the 
power of their own breath, kids 
launch balloon rockets of their 
own design. 

Same-day registration. Call 
726-2591 beginning at 9 a .m. to 
register. There is no additional 
fee beyond the price of admis
sion. 

'Physics Days' for 
NEAT Students 

You don't have to be an 
Einstein to know that each year 
the University of Rhode Island's 
physics department hosts phys
ics days. 

This year, more than 700 high 
school physics students from 
around the state are expected to 
travel to URl's Kingston cam
pus during the four-day event, 
scheduled Jan. 7thro;1gh 10 from 
9:30 a.m. to noon in East Hall. 

One of the 17 schools that 
will be represented is New En
gland Academy of Torah. Eight 
students from NEAT will par
ticipate on Jan. 10. 

Students will get to see phys
ics up close and personal through 
six different sessions. They can 
participate in a competition in
volving a scattering of light with 
lasers, look through the power
ful Atomic Force microscope, 
take part in a hands-on acoustics 
project, build a bridge, get the 
picture on holography, and at
tend an Internet workshop. 
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Maxine made her annual sen
timental journey home from the 
London flat she's had for her 30 
expatriate years. She took the 
New London Connecticut 
Amtrak just to·have lunch with 
us. Her visit was a birthday and 
New Year gift to me. 

Maxine Howe is a Jewish 
American Connecticut Yankee 
in Queen Elizabeth's Court. 
Born in New Haven, she has 
actor's English equity status, but 
a New England accent, holding 
out in a rent-controlled condo 
inDolphinSquare,Pimlico. She 
lived for five years in Provi
dence, working as secretary to 
the applied math and physics 
departments in the former 
Richardson Hall on east Thayer 
Street of the Brown campus. 
Levellers and wreckers have 
erased the site of her desk. The 
noble Hillhouse clothiers is dos-

Maxine Howe 

Maxine's 
Message 

by Mike Fink 
Herald Contributing 

Report 

Maxine notes. Sure enough, she 
never fails to send me cards and 
messages and often invitations 
as well, from her vacations in 
North Africa, the islands of the 
globe, and Club Meds, glamour 
resorts scattered among the con
tinents. She scrawls in purple 
ink with cheerful left-handed 
letters crammed into each cor
ner of the page. She makes fun 
of her figure and her fate as a 
waridering minstrel, an actress 
forever in search of a role. 

"l stillhavemysingingvoice, 
and I would like to do more 
musicals, but I havetodoacrash 
diet first," she complains good
heartedjy. Most recently, she 
joined the crew of a radio soap 
opera that started just after the 
war. "Most of my colleagues 
were into their 80s. I was the 
youngster among them," she 
brags with a grin. She has done 

restaurant the
a ter, and rented 
rooms in . her 
Pimlico flat, 
filled in at book
stores, and run 
travel groups to 
make ends meet 
while awaiting 
auditions. 

turning to the world of Jewish 
ritual and Sabbath observance. 
Her fiance cares and practices. 
Go figure. 

Our guest from abroad, 
Maxine Howe of stage, screen, 
radio and television, sits and 
holds forth at our dining room 
table,lunchinguponcaviar,soup 
and salmon, cider and wine, 
mousse and tea. She makes us 
laugh and think. "My daughter 
Robin makes me pledge and 
promise to act normal, but it's 
not in my nature.. . I say what 
comes to mind in my mono
logues!" She gossips about the 
Royals, knowing my fascination 
with their glorious past. 

'The Princess Royal, Anne, 
actually was my neighbor. She 
had a flat a few doors down from 
mine. I ran into her one morning. 
I was wrapped in a housecoat. 
She was all in orange satin, the 
kind of thing only a Windsor 
would wear. I curtsied! She gave 
me a regal look of disdain. The 
truth is, chinless as she is, she's 
still impressive and glittering, 
with her bodyguards behind 
her." More down and dirty tales 
of the court she spares us, from 
concern for the sensibilities of 
our kids at table. But Maxine al
ways makes us giggle and roar, 
from her self-mocking, spirited 
fountain of anecdotes. 

With her pretty face, shining 
eyes, shapely, pouting lips, and 
temperamental warmth,shecan 
set any table afire. 

Herald photo by Mike Fink 

My friend 
Maxinehasage
nius for friend
ship. She keeps 
in touch with a 
refugeecontem
porarywhosur
vived the Holo
caust by hiding 

There is melancholy as well 
in any winter reunion when 
days are short. We took Maxine 
for an afternoon coffee on 
Wickend,en before returning her 
to the train station.Our little dog 
stayed with us the whole time, 
seeking warmth among our 
laps. Maxine brought us cakes 
and books. I gave her.in parting 
a few tokens to take away as 
well, a little stationery, a few 
photos and trinkets. 

ing dowrt. Her husband was 
pursuing a Ph.D. in the mid
'S0s, when the street was flour
ishing. The Elbaums had just 
arrived to teach there, out of 
their Holocaust history in Bel
gium and in Japan. Brown's Fri
day group and wine-tasting 
clubs had just begun. Maxine 
played hostess to this fresh start 
of a new world. 

The train station at which her 
coach arrives is quite new: It 
faces our gorgeous State House, 
gleaming like the Taj Mahal 
against a turquoise winter sky. 
Varieties of city centers vie for 
focus now that the old down
town lies half forgotten. I try to 
explain to my friend our guest 
the changes since her sojourn 
here. We cross Waterfront Park. 
We motor through Thayer Street 
and cruise along Wickenden 
among the coffeehouses. 

"Thayer used to be so sleepy, 
you hunted for a film to see, a 
cup of tea to sip," she noted, 
adding, "It looks now like Lon
don a generation ago, when 
punks just started to take over 
Carnaby Street." 

This is not really a nostalgic 
tour however. Although she 
made lasting, lifelong friends 
here, Maxine's life took off after 
she left our state. Her only 
daughter, Robin, was born be
yond our borders. Maxine lived 
in D.C., in Texas, California, the 
Hague, and then royal Britain. 
"Americans don't travel and 
holiday like Europeans," 

among Christians, and another 
chum who was sent from Lon
don into the country among 
farmers to escape bombings. Her 
daughter, aptly named Robin, 
the English bird of song and 
legend, went back to the states, 

. with a cockney accent, to study 
fashion design at Parson's. She 
found out she had grit, tomboy 
verve, drive and chic, and be
came the top designer at Jones 
of New York. 

Some of us worry about hav
ing to support our children 
through their hard times, till they 
can stand on their own. For 
Maxine and her ex, the opposite 
came true. Will they ever be able 
to retire and cope with comfort 
and dignity without the help and 
support of !:he daughter they love, 
their hugely successful Robin? 

Robin is engaged to be mar
ried, to a colleague in the world 
ofappareldesign. WhenMaxine, 
flew to Europe, she took up non
Jewish cultural ways, but by a 
migration of magic, Robin is re-

"I had to come. Time is short." 
She kisses me good bye from the 
train compartment. Our daugh
ter is taking the same train, 
through Connecticut. We have 
a very simple station these days, 
just two tracks face to face. 
Maxine stays in Stamford with 
her only brother, who has no 
children, who plays piano in 
night clubs and cafes. Robin 
doesn' t have much of an ex
tended family. The hope for to
morrow rests within the nest 
she is putting together. 

Somehow !feel that Maxine's 
name suits her, big in soul but 
fragile as well. Like all of us. I 
translate my dear friend, and 
her rendezvous with my brood, 
into a metaphor for our chapter 
in local history. I feel as though 
I know her story as well as any
one. She has passed iton, among 
the rails, to my daughter, and 
left in Providence, Rhode Island, 
a blessing, begun more than 30 
years ago, and renewed at the 
start of the winter of '97. 

NATIONAL 
AUTO 

TRANSPORTERS, Inc. 

TRUCK AND DRIVEWAY 
TRANSPORTATION SERVICES 

We Deliver Anywhere 
"One Call - Doet> ft All" 

(508) 761-9044 - ASK FOR BOB 
1077 Washington St., (Rt. 1) South Attleboro, MA 02703 

(on Rt. 1, 100 yards from Pawtucket, RI) 

FEATURE 
A Friend Named Fred 

by Mike Fink 
Herald Contributing Reporter 
"Don't you dare let anybody 

help you pick up something you 
drop, or turn the key in the lock .. 
only to cross a busy street!" Fred 
Glassman was quoting the 
wordsof the Insight representa
tive who came to help him ad
just to losing his vision. She gave 
out her advice even before tak
ing off her coat. "I want you to 
remember what I say, so you 
will stay independent." 

You may have heard of 
Glassman. He's done everything 
in this state, from his headquar
ters in Pawtucket through the 
seats of political power and cen
ters of education. He has man
aged chambers of commerce and 
political campaigns, served on 
college boards and counseled 
political hopefuls. In World War 
II as a 21-year-old chief of rubber 
conservation,he saved lives and 
equipment through the thor
oughness of his determined 
leadership. Current recycling 
began with Glassman at the 
helm. Certificates on the walls 
of his study attest to it. 

Even before this, he brought 
boxing to the public with his 
Ring magazine. Glassman took 
part in every facet of commu
nity life. If he has lost his physi
cal vision, he never lost the wider 
vision of imagination. "My fa
ther lost his eyesight at 11, and 
lived a full life. I have one pros
thetic eye, and the other left me 
one day, but through the won
ders of technology, I can still 
read the letters a nd articles 
people send me." He shows me 
how, with the magnifying power 
of a video-like screen device. 

Glassman asked me to visit 
his condominium home, now in 
North Providence, and met me 
at the front door, all dressed up 
with a white shirt, necktie, and 
suspenders."' At first I neglected 
myself, but then I decided to 
spruce up every day and make 
the best of my time. At 85 there 
isn' t much, so I have to squeeze 
the sweet juice of every mo
ment." Although his wife now 
lives ·at Hallwor th House, 
Glassman manages to cook for 
himself, and keeps in touch often 
with his Toronto-based psycholo
gist son, who ha~ written a re
nowned textbook on the history 
of the science, and his daughter. 
He hopes to review his career in a 
book, to share his insights and 
adventures with his grandchil
dren. "Nobody has had a fuller 
life than I have," he claims, in 
gratitude rather than as boast. . 

The words he declares as 
counsel to his grown children 

bear repeating. ;,Don't live my _ 
life, find your own." "Be honest 
and people will trust you." 
"Love and respect go together." 
They may sound tr.ite, but think 
of the alternatives we have all 
tried out iri our cu)ture, and they 
shine like beacons. 

Glassman peppers his con
versation with the names of the 
great elected and appointed fig
ures of our time. He seems to be 
the Jewish oracle of legend 

Fred Glassman 
Herald Photo by Mike Fink 

among them, who could man
age and guide anybody from 
college president to state gover
nor. He tries to talk tough and 
badmouth the leaders who blun
dered, but behind that facade 
you can make out the profile of 
a fellow who likes to help, to 
serve, to take part, to touch and 
be touched by roads and build
ings, programs and event$. 

But now, his scope narrowed 
by time passing and light fad
ing, he has to design each day 
like a kingly artist. "I created 
what I call my sucker's club. I 
treat a friend to brunch, lunch 
or dinner, if he or she will come 
by, pick me up, and drive. We 
go to the Cock 'n' Kettle where 
everybody knows me." 

The neat, orderly, cozy 
Glassman home bears upon its 
walls many photographs of its 
distinguished host posing with 

. the captains of Rhode Island 
destiny, well-known faces smil
ing around the Glassman grin. 

There is a boyish charm that 
stays throughout the decades. As 
Idrivehomeandspend the hours 
of my afternoon, words, images 
and thoughts come back to me. 
Modem gadgetry connects us to 
the passing world through tele
phones, computers and other 
marvelous inventions. Maybe 
Glassman can tell his tales to a 
tapemachineand leavehismem
oirs to the future. 

GRANO REOPENING GRANO REOPENING 

REGAL AUTO 
382 Pawtucket Avenue, Pawtucket, RI 02860 

CD Hours: M-F 8-5, Sat 8-12 • 722-9200 CICIE 
JANUARY SPECIAL 

Lube, Oil and Filter $1895 
(up to 5 qt1.1 

We Pick-Up and Deliver on 

the &t Side of Providence 
and Pawtucket 

CarCareCenter 
1h lltxt GMfmlH .. , A.,_,tlrt $,met 
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i~y HEALTHWISES?~i 
Jewish AIDS Patients Look to Doctor-Assisted Suicide 

by Teresa Strasser 
Jewish Bulletin of 

Northern California 
SAN FRANCISCO (JTA) -

Thenoteonthedoorsaid, "Don' t 
come in alone." 

Inside, police and coroners 
found a lifeless body ravaged 
with AIDS and suffocated with 
a plastic bag. There was a bottle 
of Seconal and a handwritten 
note carefully explaining that 
this was not an assisted suicide. 
Stephen, a close friend of the 
victim, knew otherwise. 

He said his suicidal friend 
had "discussed it with me but I 
wouldn' t help him. I have noth
ing against the guy who helped 
him, but it doesn't feel right to 
me. I believe life is sacred and 
taking life isn't." 

Stephen, a committed Jew 
who is HN positive, who pre
fers that his real name not be 
used, speaks of a suicide under
ground that has been operating 
in the San Francisco area for a 
decade. It is an underground 
with careful rules and an argot 
all its own. 

"There's a code," Stephen 
explained, "when a doctor says, 
'Let's make him really, really 
comfortable.' The more 'reallys,' 
the more morphine." 

Another code: Ask for sleep
ing pills of increasing strength 
until the prescription is for 
Seconal, the brute-strength bar
biturate commonly used by 
AIDS patients to end their own 
lives. 

"There is a lot of this going 
on," Stephen said. "A Jot." 

The groups exist to help their 
members with living, not dy
ing, she said. 

Her clients talk about how to 
survive with pain and uncer
tainty, how to live with the 
ghosts of lost friends and lov
ers. 

·Reiss, however, knows that · 
information and assistance with 
the particulars of dying are not 
hard to find. 

"Anybody knows where to 
go for that, frankly. A lot of doc
tors are very helpful. Basically, 
they're not gonna say, 'Here's a 
lethal dose.' But there are ways 
of making sure a patient gets 
what he needs," she said. 

As long as physician-assisted 
suicide is illegal in California, 
Reiss, a clinical social worker, is 
supposed to intervene if she 
knows a patient is suicidal. 

It is "a very, very gray area 
clinically," she said, adding that 
this is only one of many delicate 
areas in a wrenching national 
debate on assisted suicide. 

''There's a code," 
Stephen explained, 

"when a doctor says, 
'Let's make him really, 

really comfortable.' 
The more 'reallys,' the 

more morphine." 

of life. And sometimes, he still 
asks, "How could you?" 

Jewish Jaw forbids suicide, 
and there are bui It-ind eterren ts: 
A Jew who has committed sui
cide can be buried only on the 
perimeter of a Jewish cemetery 
and noeulogymayberead. Like 
most deterrents, said Rabbi 
Allen Bennett of Temple Israel 
in Alameda, those do not work. 

One of a handful of openly 
gay rabbis in the San Francisco 
area, Bennett has often been 
called upon to minister to those 
dying of AIDS. They ask about 
Judaism and suicide. They ask 
what will happen to them after 
they die. 

"I tell them it's a simple, prag
matic, time-tested process. The 
body returns to the elements that 
originally comprised it. The 
body returns to dust, and the 
soulreturnstotheG-d who gave 
it," Bennett said. 

He reminds them that "Juda
ism is unalterably opposed to 
the ending of one's own life." 

But the rabbi also said, "If 
one is incapacitated, miserable, 
with no hope of improvement, 
if an individual chooses to s top 
living, I believe they should be 
entitled to that moral choice." 

Bennett admitted that he has 
been asked to attend suicides, 
but will not comment further. 

Legal, moral, insurance-re
lated and patient-client confi
dentiality issues all 'Wrap as
sisted suicide in a veil of se
crecy. 

Rabbi Eric Weiss, who min-

isters to AIDS patients through 
Ruach Arni, the Jewish Healing 
Center,said, "I uphold the sanc
tity of life, through prayer, lis
tening and helping someone to 
identify where they have mo
ments where life has some kind 
of sweetness." 

In fact, the Union of Ameri
canHebrewCongregations, the 
umbrella for Reform syna
gogues, is still debating the is
sue, and to date has no official 
stance: 

Daniel Chesir, a lawyer for 
Kaiser Permanente in Oakland 
and member of UAHC's bioet
hics committee, said, "The 
committee's general thrust is to 
emphasize the need for ad
equate care at the end of Ii fe, to 
alleviate pain and provide emo
tional support." 

Many in the Orthodox move
ment are taking a harder line. 

"You open the door to as
sisted suicide, you'll wreak 
havoc on society," said New Jer
sey Rabbi Maurice Lamm. 

Lamm, president of the Na
tional Institute for Jewish Hos
pice and author of The Jewish 
Way in Death and Mourning, said 
that if this door is opened, then 
not only will some physicians 
lose their credibility, but Jews in 
particular will also give up the 
power of retaining hope 
through suffering- a skill that 
has time and again proven cru
cial to Jewish survival. 

Lamm used the Holocaust as 
an example. 

Jews "were singing i~ the 

cattle cars, 1 believe the Mes
siah is going to come,' as they 
looked at smokestacks. They 
didn't commit suicide. Three 
years later, you have Israel. The 
national anthem is 'Hatikvah,' 
hope. 

Jews "were singing in the 
cattle cars, 'I believe the 

Messiah is going to 
come,' as they looked at 

smokestacks. They 
didn't commit suicide." 

Rabbi Maurice Lilmm 

"This doesn' t mean I don't 
understand the anguis h of 
AIDS patients. I do. I have . 
deep compassion. I believe 
people with AIDS should have 
hospices, guarantees to re?tice 
their pa in." 

Sometimes, though, there is 
no guarantee. Even with prom
ising new drug therapies, lives 
may be longer and healthier, 
but some deaths will always be 
excruciating. 

Even Lamm, who staunchly 
opposes legalizing suicide, con
ceded t hat there is a very small 
percentage of AIDS patients 
whose suffering cannot be mi ti
gated by drugs or counseling. 

"That's one hell of a life. I 
wouldn' t choose it either." 

The U.S. Supreme Court re
cently agreed todecidewhether 
states could prohibit doctor-as
sisted suicides. Although a rul
ing on the issue probably will 
11ot come before June, Jews in 
San Francisco already are grap
pling with the spiritual implica
tions of choosing to die. 

Although the upcoming Su
preme Court decisions may 
clarify such protocols, there are 
deeper issues, she said . 

Reiss admits that, sometimes, 
planning a "rational suicide" 
gives patients a sense of control 
over their own deaths. But she 
worries that it makes life more 
difficult for those left behind. 

Take Care of Your 
Hardworking Skin 

He also said, "I'll turn my 
eyes away from their asking the 
right doctors the right ques
tions." 

That is where Lamm parts 
company from Jess moderate 
Orthodox leaders, most of 
whom denounce even end-of
life hospice care as a means of 
curtailing life. 

Each year, Jewish Family & 
Children's Services works with 
some 100 people with AIDS. In 
support groups, the topic of sui
cide almost always comes up, 
said Jody Reiss, coordinator of 
JFCS's AIDS Project. 

"Loved ones go along with 
the plans, but after the fact, I've 
always sensed it's very damag
ing for survivors," she said. 

When no one is listening, 
Stephen still talks to his dead 
friend, filling him on the details 

SHMUEL TAITELBAUM 
CERTIFIED MOHEL 

Providence-Based• Recommended by Local Physicians & Rabbis 
B61•1403 

Did you know that your skin 
is the largest organ in the hu
man body, covering up to 20 
square feet? 

·•Skin works hard at protect
ing the body, preventing bacte
ria and chemicals from entering 
it and keeping vital fluids in. 

• The skin's outer layer is 
epidermis, which is about as 
thick as a sheet of paper on most 
parts of the body. 

• Dry skin is due to a lack of 
water in the skin's outer layer. 
Normally, oils or lipids in the 
skin help trap water in the skin 
and prevent it from evaporating. 

• Causes of dry skin include 

Check your 
dosage first 

before taking 
your medicine. 

The Highland Community 
Highland Court 

"Gracious Assisted Living" 

The Pavilion 
"Enhanced Assisted Living" 

On Providence's Historic East Side -Telephone (401) 273-2220 

low relative humidity levels 
from indoor heat, cold winter 
air or even air conditioning, ex
cessfve sun or wind exposure, 
excessivecontactwithsoapsand 
detergents, heredity, agingr 
medically related conditions 
such as eczema, psoriasis, dia
betes and contact dermatitis. 

• To avoid dry skin, shower 
and bathe in warm not hot wa
ter. Use a mild cleanser. 

• Ifyouhavedryskin,imme
diately after showering or bath
ing, dermatologists recommend 
that you pat skin dry and apply 
a moisturizer. 

• Otherways tohelphealdry 
skin include drinking several 
glasses of water a-day, using 
gloves or protective clothing 
while doing housework or 
household improvements, and 
applying a moisturizing sun 
screen before you spend any 
extensive time outdoors. 

TheConservativemovement, 
however, was quick to accept 
the hospice concept, said Rabbi 
Alan Lew, spiritual leader of 
Congregation Beth Sholom in 
San Francisco and president of 
the Northern California Board 
of Rabbis. 

Like Lamm, he said there is 
not much flexibility in Jewish 
Jaw on the subject. "Life isn't 
something that belongs to us, 
we aren't free to dispose of it as 
we see fit." 

Despite the clear-cut man
date, Lew would also condone 
"a little creative hypocrisy," 
for the case of unbearable suf
fering . "I wouldn't waste too 
much time condemning some
one in hideous pain who 
couldn't go on living. I've been 
with too ma ny people like 
that." 

Cantor Sam Pessaroff 
CERTrFIED MOREL 

(508) 532-6068 
Trained at Biku.r Cbolini Ho.Jpital, JertUalem 
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1~~HEALTHWISEY~1 
Jewish Spirituality 

On Pluralism 

by Velvel "Wally" Spiegler I took a p<eatdeal of interest in 
an article that appeared in 
the November 1996 edition 

of the Federation Voice. 
It was a transcription of a 

panel discussion among several 
local rabbis, ranging from Re
form to Orthodox. The topic was 
on plura li ty in Judaism or how 
can the various denominations 
coexist. 

The controversy seemed to 
be between the Orthodox rab
bis and the others, and what it 
boiled down to was that Ortho
doxy couldn't agree with the 
other three in matters of 
halachah (Jewish law). The ar
ticle ended in a deadlock and 
each group went on their way 
with no agreements reached . 

This and other such s tories 
va lidate the obvious split or 
duality which exists among 
today's Jews. This issue takes 
place in America as well as in 
Israel. It's as if we are at least 
five or more different people 
(Orthodox, Conservative, Re
form, Reconstructionist and 
secular). It sounds like the mak
ings of a split personality. 

This problem not only exists 
among us as a culture, it exists 
within ourselves personally. On 
a personal level it's called a li en
ation and by Jewish criteria it's 
called exile. Regardless of what 
you call it, it means a separation 
from others, from yourself or 
from G-d. 

The root of all mental illness 
lies in aHenation from yourself. 

Just think of the consequences 
when people are alienated from 
each other-anarchy, war, ulti
mate extinction. This is not what 
the Torah means when it speaks 
of unity (echad). 

Not only shouldn' t it be this 
way, but it doesn' t have to be 
this way. In the past few years I 
have been involved with a Bos
ton-based group called the Jew
ish Healing Center of New En
gland . The group consists of a 
number of spiritua lly minded 
people interested in exploring 
and promoting Jewish hea ling 
and who a lso represent differ
ent Jewish denominations. 

I ·can think of no 
better way of entering 

the province of spiritual 
Judaism than by 

a program of Jewish 
meditation. 

At our very first meeting we 
decided to honor each other's 
halachic level regardless what it 
took. Those, for example, who 
ordinarily resisted lis tening to 
women singing, managed to 
accept the sound of women sing
ing. We could overcome differ
ences if we really want to. 

The one and only route to 
overcoming these differences is 
by taking a spiritual stance to
wards Judaism . This means 
learning to contact the spiritual 

Coming Soon Better CPR 
From Technion Research 

Cardio-pulmonary resuscitation has saved countless lives. With 
electronic delivery, it could save many more. CPR is effective if the 
right amount of pressure is applied at appropriate intervals. Both 
the pressure and the timing depend on the person or device 
delivering the treatment. An electronically controlled vest devel
oped at the Technion-Israel Institute of Technology applies the 
optimal pressure at the optimal rate. 

Developed by Professors Uri Dinar and Rafael Beyar of the 
department of biomedical engineering, the vest senses a signal 
from an electrocardiograph and adjusts the duration and fre
quency of pressure accordingly. With this optimal delivery, the 
vest has been shown to increase blood flow by more than 20 
percent. It is also non-invasive and can be quickly applied by non-

realm. 
ThisiswhatG-d meant when 

He said over and over again, 'I 
will bring you to the land ." The 
land being a metaphor for the 
spiritual domain, a place where 
loving kindness (chesed), non
judgment and forgiveness rule. 
It is here where differences dis
appear. 

_For the sake of th~continui ty 
of Judaism, it is urgent that we 
partake in our spiritua l heri
tage and start to take specific 
steps in living a Jewish spiritua l 
life. 

I can think of no better way 
of entering the provinceofspiri
tual Judaism than by a program 
of Jewish meditation. Our long 
history of meditation was nearly 
lost partly due to the Holocaust. 
Today, itisaliveand well again 
and it's truly the ro ute to living 
a life of love, acceptance and 
forgiveness . 

If you would like to experi
ence Jewish meditation for 
yourself, there is a group meet
ing every Wednesday evening 
in Providence devoted to medi
tation and Torah teachings 
around the meditations. Every
one is welcome; for more i nfor
mation, call the phone number 
below. 

As a further development of 
its spiritual pursuit, the medi
tation group will include a heal
ing period at each meeting. 
Meditatjon for the healirg of 
mind, body and spirit for the 
entire Jewish community will 
be included each week. 

For further information, 
comments or questions, you can 
reach Velvel "Wally" Spiegler 
by calling (508) 252-4302 or E
mail to DSpieg5411@aol.com. 

Velvel "Wally" Spiegler is acer
tified polarity therapist, registered 
with advanced standing in the 
American Polarity Therapy Asso
ciation, a student and teacher of 
Jewish mysticism whose primary 
interest is in Jewish approaches to 
the healing of mind, body,and spirit. 

JUDITH JAFFE 
BENHARRIS, M.S. 

medical staff. Weight Management Counselor 

, - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - _ 7 ,•: • HEART HEALTHY DIET ,': 
I B d M. d p • NATURALFOODS 
I o y 1n rograms 1 • INDIVIDUAL couNsELING 

- - • SOUND NUTRITION 

I . I By'Appointment Only 

1 a> Yoga Yoga Classes 1 (401) 942-1039 

Chinese Herb May Act 
as Alzheimer Drug 

A new Weizmann Institute 
study shows exactly how a sub
stance derived from a moss long 
used in Chinese folk medicine 
blocks a brain enzyme that may 
be involved in Alzheimer dis
ease. 

In the study, reported in the 
January issue of Nature Struc
tural Biology, the scient ists 
solved the 3-D structure of a 
complex made upof the natural 
substance Huperzine A - ex
tracted from the Huperzia 
serra ta moss used in China for 
centuries as a medicine ca lled 
Qian Ceng Ta - and the brain 
enzyme acetylcholinesterase. 

The determination of the 
structure revealed a s trikingly 
good fit between HupA and the 
enzyme and may provide a pos
sible starting point for design
ing a new generation of 
Alzheimer drugs with im
proved properties. 

"It is a·s if this natural sub
s tance were ingeniously de
signed to fit into the exact spot 
in AChE where it will do the 
most good," said crystallogra
pher Professor Joel Sussman, 
one of the authors of the study. 

The research was performed 
by graduate student Mia Raves 
together with crystallographer 
Dr. Michal Hare! and Profes
sors Sussmanand Israel Silman, 
all of the Weizmann Institute. 

According to one theory, 
memory loss and other cogni
tive deficits in Alzheimer pa
tients result from 'degeneration 
of nerve cells which release the 
message-carrying chemical ace
ty Icholi ne. The acetylcholine 
shortage that ensues is com
pounded by the action of AChE, 
the enzyme that breaks down 
acetylcholine in the body. 

Two Alzheimer drugs ap
proved by the U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration, tacrine 
(COGNEX) and E2020 
(ARICEPT), ~ork by inhibiting 

AChE. HupA, which differs 
from these drugs in chemical 
structure but also inhibits AChE, 
is currently under investiga tion 
in China and elsewhere as a 
possible Alzheimer's drug. 

The new study- performed 
by X-ray crystallography- re
vealed exactly how the block
ing of the enzyme by HupA 
takes place: HupA slides 
smoothly into the active site of 
AChE where acetylcholine is 
broken down, and latches onto 
this site via a very I~rge number 
of subtle chemical links. This 
binding closes off the enzyme's 
"cutting" machinery and keeps 
acetylcholine out of danger. 

According to neurochemist 
Silman, "such specific binding 
means that the HupA could be a 
potent drug even when used in 
small quantities, so that the risk 
of side effects would be mini
mal." 

These risks are relatively 
small to begin with because 
HupA is believed to possess 
very low toxicity. 

Get Your 
Personal 
Lifeguard 

Good news for those who 
don't trust their swimming abili
ties but don't want to wear ob
trusive lifesavers: a novel inflat
able airb~g that can be worn on 
the wrist like a watch and in
flated only when needed. The 
Ii vesaver consists of a small can
ister of compressed gas and an 
air bag that inflates rapidly ei
ther automatically or manually, 
depending on the model. A spe
cial child's lifesaver, worn 
around the waist, inflates auto
matically. The lifesaver has been 
patented in the United States. 
Worldwide patent is pending. 

Stephen f. Schiff, _M. 0., f ACS 
Board Certified Urologist 

MOHEL--
Certified by the Jewish Theological Seminary and the Rabbinical Assembly 

( 401 l 274-6565 I for Self Exploration and Healing O I . PERSONALIZED MENUS 

I i= Studio 25 years teaching experience I l!c==---""-EEl!l>_<!a_3"'"_~~ 
First Class Free wtth tJ11s Coupon .--------------------------------------, 

I Drop-in Yoga• Beginners• Intermediate-Advanced• Meditation I 
: Meditative Psychotherapy : 
I Individuals - Chronic Pain - Most Insurances Accepted I 
L Convenient Location & Parking• Call for Brochure• 941-0032 _J 

FALL RIVER JEWISH HOME 
538 Robeson Street, P.O. Box 3227 
Fall River, Massachusetts 02722 

A Kosher Skilled Nursing Facility providing complete 
rehabilitative services and spiritual support. 

FOR MORE INFORMArlON, CA.LL (508) 679-6172 
Easy highway access and only 20 minutes from Providence 

HOME CARE 
A referral service for companions to the elderly since 1967. 

Please call for our free brochure! 

Telephone 401 421-1213 

I 
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MILESTONES 

Resolve To Be Healthier In 1997 
Lifespan Health Connection 

has several free seminars and 
lectures scheduled in Janu

ary which may help people keep 
their New Year resolutions. 

The programs focus on los
ing weight, managing time, 
managing stress, and quitting 
smoking. There also will be a 
series of lectures on common 
vision problems and the latest 
treatments because January is 
National Eye Care Month. 

Inaddition,seminarsonman
aging diabetes for senior citi
zens and severa l support groups 
are gearing up. 

Jan. 14 - "Diabetic Eye Dis
ease" by J. Ducharme, M.D. 
George Auditorium, Rhode ls
land Hospital, 7 to 8 p.m. 

Jan . 16- "Classroom Strate
gies for Children with ADD/ 
ADHD" by Robert Hayden, 
Ph.D., Bradley School of 
Middletown, 6 to 8 p.m. 

Jan .17- "Narrative Therapy 
and Readiness to Change" by 
Robert Cohen, M.S.W., Ph.D., 
Bradley Hospital, Pine Room, 
East Providence, Noon to 1 :30 
p.m. CEU credits offered. $5 fee 
payableatdoor. Pre-registration 
not required. 

Jan. 21 - "Macular Degen
eration: Progressive Loss of 
Sight" by J. Ducharme, M.D., 
George Auditorium, Rhode ls
land Hospital , 7 to 8 p.m. 

Diabetes Education for Se
niors - In this six-week series, 
diabetes educators, nurses and 

Wassers Celebrate 50 Years 
Raymond and Shirley WasserofBelvedere Drive, Cranston, R.I. , 

recently celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary at a family 
luncheon at the Cocke'n Kettle in Uxbridge, Mass. 

The couple were married in Providence on Oct. 27, 1946, in a 
double ceremony with the bride's sister, Ethel, and her husband, 
Leo Davis. 

They are the parents of Howard Wasser of Cranston, Helene Pell 
of Ashlalld, Mass., Sandra Wallis of Holyoke, Mass., and Julie 
Parker of Bellingham, Mass. They also have three grandchildren. 

Raymond Wasser is the former owner of Roya! Crown Bottling 
Co. of R.I. and is still employed in the bottling industry. Shirley 
Wasser is the former Shirley Espstein of Providence, R.I. 

Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Was~er 

-Instant 
Gratification .. 

Passport photos $8.95 

The Camera Werks 

764 Hope Street Providence, RI 02906 
273-LENS 

dietitians from the Visiting 
Nurses Association of R.I. and 
The Miriam Hospital will help 
you better manage the various 
aspects of diabetes, such as diet, 
weight, medication, and your 
lifestyle. There is no fee, but 
Medicare information is re
quired. 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. Tues
days, beginningJan. 21. Confer
ence Room C, Third Floor of 
Fain Heal th Centers, The Miriam 

, Hospital. 
Jan. 22..:... "Losing Weight and 

Keeping ltOff" by V. Pera,M.D., 
SopkinAuditorium, The Miriam 
Hospital, 7 to 8 p.m. 

Jan. 23- " If I Only Had Two 
More Hours Each Day ... : Man
age Your Time to Manage Your 
Stress" by S. Jacobs, M. Ed.; 
Laura Linnan, M.S.Ed ., and S. 
Moriarty, M.S.W., Sopkin Au
ditorium, The Miriam Hospital, 
7 to 8 p.m. 

Jan. 28- "Glaucoma: Sneak 
ThiefofSight" byS. D. Murphy, 
M.D., 7 to 8 p.m. 

Jan. 30- "Quitting Smoking 
is Hard" by William Shade!, 
Ph.D. Learn about the most ef
fective tools and techniques that 
can help you stop smoking. 
SopkinAuditorium, The Miriam 
Hospital, 7 to 8 p.m. 

Cancer Support Group -
On the firs t and third Wednes
day of each month, Rhode ls
land Hospital sponsors a FREE 
support group to help cancer 
patients and their fami li es 
cope with the emotional, 
physical, and socia l effec ts of 
cancer. Cooperative Ca re Cen
ter, Room 117, Rhod e Is land 
Hospital 

Man to Man - On the first 
Tuesday of each month, Rhode 
Island Hospital and the Ameri
can Cancer Society co-sponsor a 
support group for men with 
prostate cancer and their fami
lies. 7p.m.,George Auditorium, 
Rhode Island Hospital 

Diabetes Support Group -
On the second Tuesday of each 
month, Rhode Island Hospital 
provides a support group for 
individuals with diabetes. On 
Jan. 14," there will be a special 
presen tation, "Food for 
Thought: An open discussion 
with a Registered Dietitian." 6:30 
to8p.m.,CooperativeCareCon
ference Room, Rhode Island 
Hospital 

Seating to programs is lim
ited. Pre-registration is required 
unless otherwise indicated. For 
more information or to register 
for a program, call 444-4800. 
Toll-free longdistance,ca ll (800) 
92Jr-1230. 

• 
FLYING SHUTTLES 

Speclal!!~r~ ~~dwoven 
rugs and ortgfnol art 

782 Hope Street Cards Now Available 
Providence. RI Tues.-Frldoy 9 om-2:30 pm 
(401) 273-1220 Saturday IOom-3 pm 

JNF Awards Trump, Again 
Leaders of the Jewish National Fund recently made an 

encore presentation of the organization's Tree· of Life Award , 
JNF's highest honor, to Donald J. Trump. The award, originally 
presented to Trump in 1983, was lost during shipment to his 
Palm Beach estate. From left are Malcolm Thomson, JNF New 
York Region board member; Milton S. Shapiro, JNF nationa l 
president; Moshe Rivlin, JNF world chairman; Trump; James 
A. Lebenthal,JNFNewYorkRegion board member; Bertram L. 
Podell,JNF New York Region president;and Alan E.Friedberg, 
JNF New York Region executive director. Photo courtesy of /NF 

MAZON Awards Grant in Rwanda 
MAZON: A Jewish Response 

to Hunger recently announced a 
$25,000 grant to support emer
gency feeding efforts in Rwanda. 

MAZON's $25,000 grant to 
Washington, D.C.-based Afri
care will fund the distribution 
of food and wa ter to orphans 
and unaccompanied children in 
a Kigali orphanage and provide 
seeds, tools and firewood to 
farmers to assist in production 
of food. 

"Beyond addressing imme
diate food needs, the larger goal 
is to help returning Rwandan 
refugee families by providing 
them with the food, seeds and 
tools they wi ll need to resettle 
and resume normal lives," 
MAZON executive director Irv
ing Cramer sa id in announcing 
the grant. 

"While the return of Rwan
dan refugees to their homeland 
marks the end of one crisis, it is 
the beginning of an extremely 
critical period as people begin 
to reintegrate into their towns 

and villages," Cramer said. 
In November, more than 

500,000 Rwandan refugees be
gan returning en masse to their 
homeland following the out
break of civil war in Zaire. Re
cently, hundreds of thousands 
of add, tional Rwandan refugees 
have begun returning from Tan
zania. 

MAZON board chairman 
Mark Levy stressed that, despite 
occasional grants in response to 
desperate conditions elsewhere 
in the world, MAZON's princi
pal mandate remains confront
ing hunger in the United States. 

"Hunger continues to plague 
poor Americans. The U.S. has 
more poor chi ldren per capita 
than any o ther industrialized 
country," Levy said. 

For further informa ti·on about 
MAZON,ortocontribute to the 
organization, call or write: 
MAZON: A Jewish Response to 
Hunger, 12401 Wilshire Boule
vard, Sui te 303, Los Angeles, 
CA 90025; tel. (310) 442-0020. 

Reuben Beiser Engaged to 
Tehilla Achituv 

Grace and Ed Beiserof Provi
dence, R.I., announce the en
gagement of their son Reuben 
of Jerusa lem, Israel, to Tehilla 
Achituv. Tehilla is the daughter 
of Esther and Natan Achituv of 
Jerusalem. 

He is a graduate of the Provi
dence Hebrew Day School and 
Brown University, and is com-

A subscription to the 
Herald makes a great gift. 

Call 724-0200 for 
more information. 

pleting a degree in architecture 
at Bezalel Art IAstitute. His 
fiancee is a candidate for a de
gree in pharmacy at Hebrew 
University. Their wedding is 
planned for March 26, in Israel. 

David 
William 

Goldstein 

CONCANNON APPRAISAL SERVICES, INC. 

Mr. and Mrs. Steven Gold
stei n announce the birth of their 
son, David William, on Dec. 11. 

Maternal grandparents are 
Dan Earlie of Phoenix, Az., and 
Ellen Myer of San Diego, Calif. For: Superior Quality 

Custom Made Jewelry As Well A 
Complete Jewelry Appraisal Service 

"When You Can Have It your Own Way, Why Settle For Less?" 

r, ·,• j 

Paternal grandmother is 
Esther Goldstein of Cranston. 
David is named in memory of 
his grandfather. 

Maternal great-grand parents 
are Mr. and Mrs. K. Gregory of 
Sun City, Az. Paternal great
grandparents are the late Mr. 
and Mrs . Harry Kaminsky. 
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Hockey Goalie Proves Herself Every Day 
by Neil Nachbar 

Herald Associate Editor Sara DeCosta of Warwick has 
had to prove he rse lf her 
whole life. 
Growing up, she played ice 

hockey with and against boys. 
With all eyes on her, she had to 
prove that she belonged and de
served respect. 

Currently, as a freshman on 
theProvidenceCollegewomen's 
hockey team, she has to prove 
every day in practice that she 
deserves to be the starting goa lie 
of one of the best teams in the 
country. 

Over the next year, DeCosta 
hopes to prove that she deserves 
to be on the first women's ice 
hockey team to represent the 
United Sta tes in the Olympics. 

To have such high expecta-

Sara DeCosta 
Herald photo by Neil Nncl,bar 

tions of herself might seem like 
a lo t of pressure, but DeCosta 
has been playi ng hockey since 
she was 5 yea rs old and she 
doesn' t get ra ttled too easily. 

"When l firs t s larted playing, 
for a couple of y.ea rs, people 
thought it was a joke, but I 
ga ined respect quickly," said 
DeCosta . "By the time I got to 
high school, it was easy because 
I had played with a ll my team
mates growing up and l played 
with the guys from other teams 
in all-star games." 

Paul Cavanaugh, who played 
hockey with DeCosta since_ age 
8 and was a teammate at Toll 
Gate High School, was glad he 
played with her, rather than 
against her. 

"I remember we'd go to tour
naments and the other teams 
would laugh at us because we 
had a gi rl goalie," sa id Cavan
augh in a Providence Journal-Bul
letin article las t year. "Then we'd 
beat them because of her." 

If any players tried to intimi
date DeCosta or take a cheap 
shot, her brothers would take 
ca re of the matter. 

"I played with my two broth
ers - Matt a nd Frank," said the 
goa lie. "If anyone hit me, they 
were right there." 

ltwasatTollGale thatDeCosta 
gai ned statewide recognition and 
respect for the first time. 

In her junior year, she ea rned 
the position as the Titans' s tarl 
ing goa li e. In doing so, she be
came the first female to play in 
the Championship Division. 

She would later be
come the first female 
to ea rn All-State 
hockey honors, the 
first female goa li e to 
s tart in the New En
g land Hi g h School 
Championships and 
the first female 
goa I te nd e r -to beat 
MountSt.Charlesdur
ing the regu lar season. 

DeCosta has p layed 
in many important 
hockey games in her 
ca reer, but none were 
bigger than when she 
faced Mount in the lille 
series last year. 

The Mounties en
tered the se ri es with 
an 18-year re ig n as 
s tate champions, the 

longest winning streak in Ameri
can interscholastic sports history. 
They also fini shed the regular 
season 17-0-0, compared to Toll 
Ga te's 10-9-0 record. 

Toll Ga te was the first public 
school to reach the finals of the 
state's top di vision since Cran
s ton East in 1984. No public 
school had won the title since 
East Providence in 1975. 

Although the Titans were 
huge underdogs, they had at 
least one thing going for them -
they believed in themselves. 

In the first game of the best of 
three series, Mount St. Charles 
won in overtime, 4-3. In the sec
ond game, DeCosta made his
tory. She shut out the Mounties, 
the bes t team in New England, 

TAKE YOUR BEST SHOT - Sara DeCosta guards the net 
during a recent practice. The goalie is currently ranked fourth in 
the Eastern College Athletic Conference in goals against average 
(1.70) and second in save percentage (.946). 

Hera ld plroto by Neil Naclrbar 

3-0. It was the first time in 18 
yea.rs that Mount St. Charles 
was shut out in the finals. 

"The whole tea m got the 
s hutout," recalled DeCos ta 
modestly. "It was gratifying 
because we didn' t have that 
great a season." 

DeCosta remembers the ex
citement leadi ng up to the third 
game of the series. 

"The fina l game was unrea l. 
It was chaotic," stated DeCosta. 
"Each person was only a llowed 
to buy one ticket. We had so 
much support throughout the 
state. Everyone wanted us to 
win. It's something I'll always 
remember." 

Through the first two peri
ods, Toll Ga le kept Mount off 
the scoreboard. DeCosta made 
30 saves, many of them in spec
tacular fashion. 

The Mounties poured il on 
in the third period, however, 
and won 5-2. But after every 
save, and even after the game, 
the crowd chanted, "Sa-ra! Sa
ra!" 

Because of her spectacular 
performance, and the media at
tention it a ttracted , DeCosta 
became a loca l celebri ty . She's 
been the marshal of a parade, 
she's given talks to 11 different 
elementary school classes and 
Girl Scout troops, and to thi s 
day, kids (especia lly girls) ask 
her for her autograph. 

" It's fun when kids come up 
lo you a.nd want to meet you or 
ge t yo ur autograph," said 
DeCosta . "l try to give them a 
lot of a ttention. I'll do anything 
for them, especia lly since they 
supported me." 

DeCosta'sstellar play in high 
school enabled her to receive a 
full athletic scholarship in co l
lege. In fact, she was in the po
sition to choose which school 
she would like to attend . 

She picked PC over the Uni
versity of New Hampshire, Bos
ton College and Northeastern 
University. 

"I felt tha t PC would give me 
the best chance to improve aca
demically and as a hockey 
player," said DeCosta . "Also, 
PC is known for its hustle and 
tradition." 

Jackie Barto, PC's head 
coach, first heard about DeCosta 
four or five years ago. She saw 
the goalie play for the firs t time 
two years ago. 

"Sara is a grea t kid ," said 
Barto. "She works very hard on 
the ice and in the classroom. PC 
was a good match for her." 

DeCosta, whose mother is 
Jewish, plans to take at least 
one class in Judaic studies at 
PC. Although she didn' t grow 
up in a religious household , she 
does attend High Holy Day ser
vices at Temple Sinai in Cran
ston with her family . 

Her parents, Frank and 
Nancy, havebeenverysupport
ive of he r involvement in 
hockey. 

"My parents never miss a 
game," said DeCosta. "I feel like 
tha t gives me an advantage." 

DeCosta has made an imme
d iate impacta t PC. She'searned 
a s tar ti ng position through her 
hard work in p racti ce. 

"She's a gamer," said Barto. 
"I was hoping she'd make an 
impact right away. She's quick, 

TIME OUT - Sara DeCosta briefly takes a seat near the bench 
during a recent practice. She doesn 't sit much during the games, 
as the freshman has started almost every con test for Providence 
College. Herald plroto by Neil Naclrbar 

she's a good skater and she has 
a great presence in the net." 

Prov idence has won six 
championships in the Eastern 
College Athletic Co nference, 
including four in a row from 
1991-95. Last yea r, PC lost in the 
finals to UNH in a record five 
overtime periods. 

With DeCosta in net, the Lady 
Fria rs are sure to get back to the 
finals soon. The rookie is ranked 
fourth in the conference in goa ls 
allowed per game (1.70) and 
second in save percentage (.946). 
At the time of this interview, PC 
was 6-0-0. 

While she's focused on her 

role at PC, she can't help but 
think about the possibility of 
p layingintheOlympicsin.1998. 

"Right now, I'm concentrat
ing on PC, but my dream is to 
play in the Olympics; that's 
what I'm working toward ," said 
DeCosta. 

According to Barto, DeCosta, 
who has played briefly with the 
national team, is a strong candi
date for the Olympic team. 

Considering the fact that 
DeCosta improves every time she 
steps on the ice, and that she's 
relentless in pursuit of her goals, 
you should probably watch for 
her in•next winter's Olympiad. 

Upcoming PC Games 
Jan. 17 Northeastern* 5 p.m. 
Jan. 18 Concordia* 4 p.m. 
Jan. 19 New Hampshire* 3 p .m. 
Jan. 25 at Brown 4 p.m. 

*Home game-played at Schneider Arena on the PC campus. 

ASDS Faculty and Students Tip Off 
The second annual faculty

student basketball game, held 
recently at the Ruth and Max 
Alperin Schechter Day School, 
was a rousing success. 

The faculty team, made up of 
more than 15 teachers and ad
ministra tors, was an energetic 
and willing group who gave 
their all to the game. 

These dedicated profession
als were well matched by the 
skill, determination and speed 
of the student team made up of 
those who had p layed in intra
mural basketball games this sea
son. 

Coaching their team was Ju
daic s tudies teacher, Steven 
Jab low. Referees were Alex 
Groag (grade six) and Harry 
Matusow, Schechter parent. 

The score was very close for 

much of the game, with the teach
ers leading in the first period, 
the students in the second pe
riod and the score a tie, 30-30 at 
the end of the game. 

In a 30-second overtime, stu
dents gave their all in an effort to 
overpower the teachers, but it 
was to no avail. The teachers won 
by two points. The final score: 32-
30 in favor of the teachers. 

As part of its ongoing com
munity service program, the 
"price of admission" was one 
non-perishable food item per 
person. Thanks to this effort, 
ASDS collected more than five 
crates of food todonatetoashel
ter. 

"Fabulous!" "Tremendous!" 
"Exhi larating!" said parents and 
teachers. "Rematch!" said the 
students. Same time next year! 

■ 
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A FAMILY OF LA TINO JEWS, the subject of "La Plaza" airing soon. Photo courtesy of Isaac Bore11stein 

Latino Jews: Journey to the Americas 
Explores Their History, Culture, Identity 
From the late 1800s through 

World War II, Eastern Euro
pean Jews fled from the per

secution and violence of their 
homelands to the safe shores of 
America. Many of them found 
refuge in Latin America. 

"La Plaza," a two-part Chan
nel 2 presentation, explores the 
assimilation process of Jews in 
Latin America and of Latin 
American Jews in the United 
States. It will air on 'GBH/2 on 
Jan. 11 at 6:30 p.m. (Part 1) and 
Jan.18 at6:30 p .m. (Part JI). (Part 
I repeats on'GBH/44onJan.15 
at 10:30 p .m.; Part II repeats on 
'GBH/44onJan.22at10:30p.m.) 

Jewish immigration to Latin 
America -primarily to Argen
tina, Cuba, and Mexico - was 
sometimes accidental and some
times the result of being turned 
away by the United States. 

Through personal anecdotes 
and family histories of Latin 
American Jews now living in 
Massachusetts, Part I of ''Latino 
Jews" looks at the experiences 
of several Jewish families as they 
adjusted to life in primarily 
Catholic Latin America. 

Isaac Borenstein, whose fam
ily left Cuba for Boston when 
Castro came to power, recalls 
Cuba as being very welcoming 
of Jews. 

For Jaime Gerson's family, 
who escaped the pogroms of 
Russia in the early 1900s, Mexico 
was paradise. He tells of his 
family's success in education 

and business, and of his 
grandfather's transition "from 
vodka to tequila ." 

Jaime Wursell, the son of 
Holocaust survivors, remem
bers more suspicion in Argen
tina: He tells of being baptized 
when he first arrived there, so 
he could pass as Catholic. 

The United States did not 
accept many Jews from 
1935 to 1945, so many ... 

Jews fleeing the 
Holocaust went to 
Latin America ... 

Jewish men and women who 
opposed the military junta in 
the 1970s were more severely 
punished than non-Jews, and 
recent bombings of Amia build
ings,Jewishcommunitycenters, 
remind Argentinean Jews like 
Alberto Limonic that anti
Semitism thrives in his home
land. Argentina has the largest 
Jewish community in Latin 
America. 

Part II of "Latino Jews" looks 
at the experiences of Latino Jews 
now living in the U.S. While in 
Latin America, most people of 
Jewish descent were identified 
as Jews first and foremost. Upon 
arriving in the United States, 
however, they are often consid-
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ered Latinos first, Jews second. 
"La Plaza" speaks with sev

eral Boston-area Latino Jews 
about their dual - or triple -
identity. Rosita Fine, who left 
Chile when Salvador Allende 
came to power, has assimilated 
to the American Jewish com
munity and is happy to be Jew
ish without reservation. 

In contrast, Sandra Mayo, an · 
Argentinean Jew who passed 
as Catholic in her homeland, 
has found a place in the Latino 
community. 

Lucia Mayerson-David, from 
Chile, notes that Latino Jews 
often have a different perspec
tive than American Jews be
cause they or their families are 
more likely to have J ived 
through the Holocaust. 

The United States did not 
accept many Jews from 1935 to 
1945,so manyEasternEuropean 
Jews fleeing the Holocaust went 
to Latin America instead. 

For this reason, said May
erson-David, Latino Jews have a 
stronger sense of having been 
persecuted than their American 
counterparts. Likewise, Ester 
Shapiro from Cuba identifies 
more with Latinos and other 
people of color than with Ameri
can Jews, who she thinks iden
tify themselves with White 
America. 

Jennifer Nieman, a young 
Puerto Rican Jewish woman 
representative of a new genera
tion of Latino Jews, sees herself 
as a "mutt": She considers her
self Cuban Jewish, although 
she'sneverlivedinCubaorbeen 
to Israel. She embraces her 
blended identity and her 
"differentness," and feels that 
she is better off for it. 
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Conference Will Ponder Genetic 
Testing for Breast Cancer 

To raise consciousness about 
the complexities surrounding 
gene testing for breast cancer 
predisposi tion, the Jewish 
Women's Coalition on Breast 

. Cancer will present "The Breast 
Cancer Epidemic and the Pit
falls ofGeneticTesting," on Jan. 
15 in Brookline, Mass. 

The purpose of such testing is 
to identify genealterations which 
may indicate an increased likeli
hood of developing breast can
cer. For now, this information is 
only significant for women with 
a strong family history of the dis
ease; testing is not applicable to 
the general population. 

Potentially negative 
consequences, such as 
job discrimination and 

soaring health insurance 
costs for women who 
test positive for gene 

alterations, are 
dynamic issues. 

The presence of an alteration 
does not mean that a woman 
will actually get breast cancer, 
and in the same regard, a nega
tive test does not mean that a 
woman will not develop the dis
ease. 

Unfortunately, this fact has 
been obscured in the literature 
disseminated by companies 
now marketing the tests. 

Potentially negative conse
quences, such as job discrimina
tion and soaring health insur
ance costs for women who test 
positive for gene alterations, are 
dynamic issues. 

And even if such alterations 
are detected, there are few op
tions for the prevention of breast 
cancer. 

According to Cathie Ragovin, 
M.D., a board member of the 
Massachusetts Breast Cancer 
Coalition, "Advances in scien
tific research and biotechnology 
have now made genetic testing 

available to the general public. 
Unfortunately, the ability of 
medicinetomakepracticaluseof 
this genetic information is not 
advancing at the same rate. 

"Until there are effective pre
vention strategies and really early 
detection-earlier than mammo
graphy currently offers - ge
netic te~ting may benefit only-a 
very few individuals and may 
actually put many others at seri
ous risk for discrimination." 

Former U.S. Congresswoman 
Bella Abzug will be keynote 
speaker of the event. Abzug, a 
women's rights proponent, civil 
rights lawyer, public speaker 
and writer, is also the founder 
and president of the Women's 
Environment and Development 
Organization, an international 
network that works to help save 
the planet from worsening en
vironmental threats, pollution 
and poverty. 

Amy Caplan, women's rights 
advocate, says, 'What has grati
fied and impressed me is the in
credible support so eagerly of
fered by our extended commu
nity - there are extraordinary 
women committed to this effort. 
To have Bella Abzug at the event 
only increases its significance." 

As women, we must advo
cate for measures that will pre
vent and someday cure breast 
cancer. We must learn more 
about this disease- the causes 
and risks, the facts and myths." 

The Breast Cancer Epidemic 
and the Pitfalls of Genetic Test
ing begins at 7 p .'m. at the 
Veronique Ballroom in Brook
line (20 Chapel St., at the corner 
of Longwood Avenue and 
Chapel Street, across from the 
Longwood Green Line "D" T 
stop). 

Cost to attend the program is 
$10; dessert and coffee will be 
served. 

Space is limited. Register by 
calling (617) 457-8572. For more 
information about genetic test
ing for breast cancer, call Jane 
Ma tla w, director of Community 
Relations at Beth Israel Deacon
ess Medical Center, at (617) 667-
4524. 

Bella Abzug 
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ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT ~ 

Starr Gallery Hosts 
'The Unique ·Print' 

The Starr Gallery at the 
Leventha I-Sidman Jewish Com
munity Center will present ''The 
Unique Print: Six Innovative 
Approaches to the Monotype" 
from Jan. 16 to March 9. 

"The Unique Print" brings 
together a select group of im
portant artists who employ un
conventional, creative methods 
and modern applications within 
the monotype medium. 

Traditionally, printmaking 
techniques such as lithography, 
etching ·and si lk screeni ng have_ 
enabled artists to reproduce 
multiple images to cr!'ate an 
edition of prints with predict
able, continuous characteristics. 

The mono type, however, is a 
unique, single print which can 
only be produced once. 

Participa ting artists include: 
Roselyn Karol Ablow, Meryl 
Brater, Aaron Fink, Richard 
Jacobs, Michae!Mazur and Matt 
Phillips. 

Phillips was one of the first 
20th-century artists lo explore the 
monotype process ex tensively 
beginningsome40yea rsago.His 
collaged figurativ e work is 
brightly colored, executed with a 
loose, painterly hand. 

Fink's specia lty is counter 
proofs, works crea ted by print
ing from a painting made on 
canvas, not on a plate. After he 
has pulled a print, he often re-

works the surface, creating an 
image which has been altered 
from the original painting. 

The monotype is also a flex
ible medium in terms of the 
material onto which the image 
can be printed. Mazur's deli
cate, ethereal images inspired 
by nature are printed on silk 
which lends the work a sense of 
luxury and fluidity. 

Ablow prints her abstracted 
landscapes by hand, without a 
press, integrating collage and 
reworking the surface after the 
print has been made. 

Bookmaking techniques are 
employed by Brater in the cre
ation of her free-standing, ac
cord ion sty le pieces with 
monotyped surfaces. 

Jacobs integrates interna
tional patterns via carved wood 
block and fabric s tamps which 
he adds to his prin ts after they 
have been pulled. 

Starr Gallery hours are Mon
day through Thursday 10 a.m. 
to 4 p. m., Friday 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m., Sunday 11 a. m. lo 4 p.m., 
Tuesday and Wednesday eve
nings 6 to 9 p.m. 

Most of the work in the exhi
bition is available for sa le. For 
more information, call Almitra 
Stanley at (617) 558-6484. 

The Starr Gallery is located at 
333 Nahanton St., Newton Cen
tre, Mass . 

ROSELYN KAROL ABLOW'S "Trees Into Collage 11" (Diptych), 1996, monotype, collage, pastel, 
is an example of the artwork that will be on display at the Starr Gallery. P/10toco11rtesyoftlieStarrGallery 

Have Winter Fun in Blackstone Corridor 
The Blackstone River Valley 

Nationa l Heritage Corridor is 
always sponsori ng events of 
interest to famil ies with chil
dren. Winter is no exception. 

The beautiful and rustic 
Chase Farm, located in Lincoln 
in the Grea t Road His toric Dis
tri ct, is the setting for free horse
drawn rides on Jan. 11, from 
noon to 3 p.m. 

If there is snow, there will be 
sleigh rides. If there is no snow, 
enjoy hayrides around this sce
nic farm, with its gently rolling 

,✓. 

hills and picturesque setting. 
For details, ca ll the Lincoln 

Town Hall at 333-1100. 
On Jan. 12, celebra te 

Founders Day a t the Higgi ns 
Armory Museum, 100 Barber 
Ave., Worcester, Mass. 

The museum, which turns 60 
yea rs old this year, has the larg
est on-display collection of me
dieval and Renaissance armor 
in the Western Hemisphere, set 
in a Gothic castle setting. 

For information on activities, 
ca ll (508) 853-6015. 

art and design schools, Rhode 
Island School of Design, loca ted 
in the National Heritage Corri
dor, on Providence's his toric 
College Hill, offers two programs 
for teen-agers and their families. 

FromJan.11 throughFeb.15, 
Young Adult Workshops for 
ages 12 to 17 are being held in 
sculpture, computeranimation, 
cartooning and fine arts. 

And, from Jan. 12 through 
26, a series of Family Art Work
shops will be held on the art of 
the circus. 

Bookstore to Host Programs ~ 
Art Activities 

One of the world's foremost 

To register for workshops, 
and for times and workshop lo
cations, call RISD at 454-6100. 

Books on the Square, 471 
Angell St. in Wayland Square, 
Providence, has several upcom
ing programs, including: 

• Local author Ilse Kramer 
will be present for a booksigning 
on Jan. 11 at2 p.m. TheGerman
born Kramer is the au thor of 
Pimpinella (Commonwealth 
$4.99), a new. novel in which the 
letters from 10 different suitors 
over four decades to the bewitch
ing and elusive heroine of the 
title form the basis of the tale. 
Meet Kramer and get a signed 
copy of her romantic new novel. 

• Lazy Sunday Story Hours 
will continue on Jan. 12 from 2 
to 3 p.m. with guest storyteller, 
Brian Mulvey. Mulvey will ap
pear as The Fabulous Aesop in 
an audience-participation pre
sentation featuring the fables of 
Aesop and Mulvey himself as 
the 2,000-year-old Greek story
tell er. 

• The Second Monday Book 
Club will be held on Jan. 13 at 
7:30 p.m. Slated is a discussion 
of Kenzaburo Oe's book, the 
winner of the 1994 Nobel Prize 
for Literature, Nip the Buds! Shoot 

The Magic of Disney 
by Neil Nachbar 

Herald Associate Editor 
Asa child, and asan adult, I've 

been a big Disney fan. I've read 
the books and I've watched the 
movies, but I've never seen a live 
performance ofone of the Disney 
stories, until last weekend. 

The Walt Disney's World On 
Ice version of "Snow White and 
the Seven Dwarfs" came to the 
Providence Civic Center. While 
the entire audience seemed to 
enjoy the show, it was interesting 
to note the differences in the reac
tions of the children and adults. 

The adults app lauded po
litely whenever a skater per
formed a difficult maneuver. The 
kids seemed to care less about 
the ice ska ting; they just wanted 
to see thei£ favorite Disney char
acters. 

This was evident when the 
show's narrator, Mickey Mouse, 
appeared a t the start of the pro
duction - the children practi
cally jumped outoftheirseatsas 
they screamed "Mickey!" 

Following the famous mouse, 

several other popular Disney 
characters made their entrance, 
including Donald Duck, Goofy, 
Belle from "Beauty and the 
Beast," as well as the stars of 
"The Jungle Book," "The Little 
Mermaid," "The Lion King," 
and other stories. 

The "Snow White" charac
ters skated well to the story and 
the music. They didn't perform 
too many "difficult" moves, but 
that was understandable con
sidering the show ·lasts more 
than two hours. 

The costumes, -voices and 
props closely resembled those 
in the movie. One noticeable 
difference in the show was the 
size of the Seven Dwarfs, who 
were larger than Snow White. 

The special effects, which in
cluded pyrotechnics and dry ice, 
added a level of excitement. 

During the playing of "Hi 
Ho! Hi Ho! ... " you couldn't tell 
the adults in the audience from 
the kids - everyone got swept 
up in the music (and the magic 
of Disney). 

the Kids, an uplifting but ulti
mately tragic tale of 15 reforma
tory boys caught in wartime. 

• Author Ann Harleman and 
her new novel, Bitter Lake(South
ern Methodist Press, $22.50 
hardcover, $12.95 paperback), 
will be featured on Jan. 13 at 
7:30 p.m. Harleman will lead a 
discussion and sign copies of 
her book. Told from the alter
nating points-of-view of a strong 
and resolute 14-year-old girl, 
and her confused mother, Bitter 
Lake is the story of their struggles 
with a wayward and mostly 
absent father/husband, and a 
chronicle of the growth of the 
daughter and her determination 
to bring her father to account. 

Whaling Museum 
Presents Quintet 

• The bookstore will sponsor 
its first Local Author Sympo
sium on March 15 from 2 to 4 
p.m. The bookstore is looking 
for authors from the area who 
would be willing to read from 
their work as well as discuss 
writing and getting published 
withotherarea writers and read
ers. All interested in attending 
should contact Sarah Zacks at 
the store by Jan. 15. 

All of these events are free 
and open to the public. For more 
information, call 331-9097. 

On Jan. 12 and April 6, the 
Fanfare Brass Quintet will be 
performing in the museum the
ater of the New Bedford Whal
ing Museum from 3 to 4:30 p.m. 

The Jan. 12 concert will fea
ture "Winter Classics" with the 
Fanfare Brass performing in con
cert favorite classical pieces writ
ten for brass as well as great 
works from the choral, chamber 
and orchestral music traditions. 

To round ou t the perfor
mance, the quintet will perform 
some modern classics not usu
a lly hea rd in the concert hall. 
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The April 6concertisa spring 
concert where the quintet will 
demonstra te thediversity of their 
repertoire. The concert will fea
ture a broad spectrum of musical 
styles from Dixieland to Broad
way in a concert that wi ll include 
something for everyone. 

Each concert is $5 per person 
at the theater entrance on the 
corner of Johnny Cake Hill and 
Williams Street. 

For more information, call the 
museum at (508) 997-0046. 
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WORLD AND NATIONAL NEWS 
Bardot Faces Charges of Promoting Racism 

by Lee Yanowitch 
PARIS (JTA) - Brigitte 

Bardot, France's former screen 
icon who now devotes her life 
to animals' rights, is faci!)g 
charges in court of inciting ra
cial hatred forwritingthat Mus
lim immigrants are polluting 
French society. 

In an opinion piece in the 
daily Le Figaro last A prilin which 
she harshly condemned the 
ritual slaughter of sheep for the 
Muslim festival of Id al-Khebir, 
Bardot wrote that the French 
were being forced to "submit 
against our will to a Muslim 
overflow." 

In a rare public appearance, 
the 62-year-old ·former actress 
was in court recently to deny 
the accusations leveled by three 
anti-racist groups. 

She told the court that her 
editorial, "My Cry of Anger," 
was an attempt to convince 
French authorities to bring a 
halt to the "barbarity of this 
bloody festival." 

On Id al-Khebir, which falls 
in the spring, the head of each 
Muslim family slits the jugular 
of a sheep and bleeds it to death 
to celebrate A bra ham's sacrifice 
of a sheep, rather than ):tis son, 
to honor G-d. 

New Director General of ORT Israel 
Haim Ben-A~ has been named director general of ORT 

Israel, to succeed Israel Goralnik who has held the post since 
1983. 

Study Estimates World 
Jewry at 13 IVlillion 

A study conducted by Hebrew University Professor Sergio 
DellaPergola estimates the population of world Jewry at 13 mil
lion, Yediot Aharonot reported. 

Accordjng to DellaPergola's findings, 35 percent of Jews reside 
in Israel and 47 percent live in the United States and Canada. In 
addition, half of Jews live in metropolitan centers such as Jerusa
lem, Tel Aviv, New York, Los Angeles and Paris. 

The study also concluded that 70 percent of Jews have received 
some form ofJewish education. 
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"I've watched from afar. I 
even cried in front of [Muslims] 
and begged them to knock the 
animals unconscious first so that 
it will be more humane," said 
Bardot, who retired from acting 
in 1972 to become France's most 
outspoken animal rights cam
paigner. 

She was accompanied in 
court by her husband Bernard 
d 'Ormale, a member of the Na
tional Front party, which advo
cated expelling France's 4 mil
lion immigrants, most of whom 
come from its former colonies in 
North Africa. 

She also told the court that 
kosher slaughtering entai led 
suffering for animals. 

Although Bardot denied she 
was racist, her language in court 
was similar to that used in the 
column, and at times resembled 
the anti-immigrant rhetoric of 
National Front leader Jean
Marie Le Pen. 

''There are more and more 
Muslimsin France.Thesepeople 
come to live here and they don' t 
respect our laws," she said. "I 
am only saying ou t loud what 
every one thinks quietly." 

Israel Bonds Scoops CNN 
Le Pen, who frequently makes 

anti-Semitic statements in pub
lic, won 15 percent of the vote in 
last year's presidential election. 

Linda Scherzer of Israel Bonds is the new director of the 
North American New Leadership Division. She is a former 
CNN correspondent. Photo courtesy of David Karp 

Philippe Coen, a lawyer for 
one of the plaintiffs, the League 
Against Racism and Anti
Semitism,said Bardotwas "surf
ing on the wave of intolerance 
that,fs sweeping across our soci-

Ordeal Ends for Jewish 
Hostage in Lima 

ety. ,, 
If found guilty, she faces up 

to one year in prison and a 
$60,000 fine. 

Strike Disrupts 
Ben-Gurion 

Airport 
by Naomi Segal 

JERUSALEM QTA)- Hun
dreds of travelers were stranded 
at Israel's Ben-Gurion Airport 
on Dec. 26 after airport workers 
staged a strike. 

All services for outgoing and 
incoming flights were sus
pended. Most travelers spent the 
h9urs wandering the duty-free 
shops and snack bars. 

The airport strike was one of 
a series of actions planned by 
the Histadrut trade federation 
to protest proposed government 
budget cuts and privatization 
plans. 

The Histadrutmaintains that 
the government is reneging on 
wage agreements and has not 
included employees in plans for 
privatizing state companies. 

Telephone, port and rail ser
vices were also disrupted by the 
strike. 

Organizers said they were 
planning to hold strikes at ho
tels and banks in January. 

LNS - Among the hostages 
captured in Lima's Japanese 
embassy recently was a Jewish 
couple, Samuel and Evelyn 
Gleiser. Gleiser, a prominent 
member of the Jewish commu
nity, presides over Peru's Asso
ciation of Industrialists. 

Israel's ambassador to Peru, 
Yoel Salpac, was also among 
the guests at the Japanese recep
tion, but left the embassy mo
ments before the takeover. 

On Dec. 20, the rebels released 
a group of hostages which in
cluded mostly women, among 
them Evelyn Gleiser. Shortly 
after her release she knocked on 
the door of Lima's Chabad
Lubavitch center, located a few 
short blocks from the Japanese 
embjlSsy. A prominent Ashken
azic synagogue stands on the 
same block as the embassy. 

Rabbi Shneur Zalman and 
Shterna Blumenfeld, the 
Chabad-Lubavitch representa
tives in Peru, had been closely 
following the events at the em
bassy. They invited Evelyn 
Gleiser and her family to join 
them for the Shabbat meal. 

The next day, Samuel Gleiser 
was among another group of 
hostages released from captiv
ity. 

"Years ago the Rebbe told us 
that many miracles would take 

JACK M. MINKIN dba/file-Set 
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place in Peru," Rabbi 
Blumenfeld confided . "We were 
fortunate to see one of them 
unfold right before our eyes." 

Blumenfeld reported that 
"just when the hostage crisis 
started a large meeting was tak
ing place [a block away from the 
Japanese embassy] at the syna
gogue. The police helped the 
participants leave unharmed." 

During the on-going crisis, 
Blumenfeld said, ''Lubavitchhas 
been providing the large num
ber of Jews among the interna
tional media with challah and 
candles for Shabbat. And the 
synagogue is running nor
mally." 

Of Peru's population of 23 
million, only abou t 3,000 are 
Jews, most of whom reside in 
Lima . Jews first entered the 
country during the Spanish in
vasion, in 1532. 

With the start of the Inquisi
tion, many were subjected to 
persecution and coi;iverted to 
Christianity. Many others re
fused and were executed, some 
of them burned at the stake. 

Modern Jewish immigra
tion began around 1870, with 
waves of immigration follow
ing each of the World Wars, 
until the community reached 
its peak of 6,000 after World 
War II. More than 1,100 Peru
vian Jews have emigrated to 
Israel since 1948. 

Lima's Jewish community 
boasts a Sephardic and an 
Ashkenazic synagogue, a school 
with some 400 children from 
nursery-age through high 
school,a mikvah built by Lubav
itch and a Jewish sports club. 
Some of the Jewish children re
ceive their schooling at the 
American School and supple
ment their education with Jew
ish study classes provided by 
Lubavitch. 

l '• 
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FEATURE 
Grad Student Uncovers Jews Who Fought for Adolf Hitler· 

by Tom Tugend 
LOS ANGELES (JT A) 

Thousands of soldiers and of
ficers of Jewish descent fought 
in Hitler's armies, with his full 
approval, while their relatives 
were transported to extermina
tion camps. 

In one instance, Hitler per
sonally suspended his Nurem
berg racial laws to designate a 
list of 77 high-ranking Wehrm-. 
acht officers of "mixed Jewish 
race or married to a Jew" as. 

· pure, German-blooded Aryans. 
The list included 15 generals. 

Goering falsified Milch's 
birth record and then 
said, "I decide who 
is a Jew and who is 

an Aryan." 

These incredible tales were 
unearthed by Bryan Rigg, a 25-
year-old Yale University gradu
ate. Rigg has spent four years 
scouring German army records 
and interviewing more than300 
Jewish or partly Jewish people 
who fought under the swastika 
in World War II . 

The Texas-born Rigg is now a 
graduate history student a tCam
bridge University in England, 
where he was interviewed by 
the Londoncorrespondentof the 
I..ns Angeles Times. 

His research has impressed 
historians. 

Jonathan Steinberg, a profes
soratCambridge, said, "When I 
saw Bryan's archive, I couldn't 
believe it. He's like the sorcerer's 
apprentice, calling these sources 
up from the depths." 

Rigg said he had documented 
the Jewish ancestry of 1,200 of 
Hitler's soldiers, among them 
two field marshals. Twenty of 
these men were awarded the 
Knight's Cross, Germany's high
est military decoration. 

One of the field marshals was 
Erhard Milch, deputy to 
Luftwaffe Chief and Gestapo 
founder Hermann Goering. Ru
mors of Milch's Jewishness -

' his father was Jewish - circu
lated widely in Germany in the 
1930s. 

In one of the most famous 
anecdotes of the time, Goering 
falsified Milch's birth record and 
then said , "I decide who isa Jew 
and who is an Aryan." 

From •his interviews, Rigg 
culled stories that defy belief. 
One was about a German of
ficer, in full uniform, who vis
ited the Sachsenhausen concen
tration camp in 1942 to see his 
Jewish father, one of the inmates. 

Another story was about a 
Knight's Cross holder who,as a 
prisoner of war in England, was 
reunited with his Jewish father, 
who had earlier fled Germany. 

Many of the veterans Rigg 
met indicated that they had 
hoped through their military 
service to save the lives of rela
tives classified as Jews. 

But in analyzing one group 
of 1,000 such soldiers, Rigg 

'These Are The Names' 
by Peter S. Knobel 

The first five chapters of the 
Book of Exodus commence the 
account of our enslavement in 
Egypt and the steps required to 
liberate us. Exodus begins with 
the words Ve'eleh Shemot, 
"These are the names." 

What names are listed? Only 
the names of Jacob and his sons. 
Their wives and children are 
unlisted. Jacob and his sons and 
their families totaled a mere 70 
souls who, in a relatively brief 
span, multiplied and prospered 
until the new Pharaoh "who 
knew not Joseph," fearing that 
the Israelites will become a fifth 
column in war, issues ai geno
cidal decree to kill all newly born 
males. 

In this atmosphere, Moses is 
born and set afloat in the Nile, 
watched over by his sister, 
Miriam, rescued by Pharoah's 
daughter, and nursed by his 
own mother, Yocheved. 

Raised as a prince of Egypt, 
Moses rediscovers his Jewish 
identity when his compassion 
for the slave overwhelms his 
(sense of his) own security, and, 
in an act of rage, he slays the 
Egyptian taskmaster. 

In fear, he flees; he marries, 
becomes a shepherd, and is 
called by G-d at "the bush that 
burned and was not consumed" 
to be the shepherd of Israel. 

The text also details Moses' 
reluctance to accept leadership, 
and the commissioning of his 
brother, Aaron, to be his aide. 

The parasha concludes with 
a description of the Jewish 
people's own res is tance to 

G-d's offer of freedom and 
Moses' first fruitless encounter 
with the hard-hearted Pharaoh. 

Moses is the hero of the nar
rative. His presence looms large 
from the moment of his birth to 
his death at the end of 
Deuteronomy. He gets credit, 
along with G-d, for the Exodus 
from Egypt, and well he should. 

But there are other heroes 
uncommissioned by any specific 
divine call whose insight and 
bravery made possible our con
tinued existence and liberation. 

Shifrah and Puah come to 
mind. They were the midwives 
who refused to carry out 
Pharaoh's murderous demand 
to kill all male babies. 

Were they Jewish women or 
were they Egyptian women? 
The text is unclear. Yet without 
them, would there have been a 
Jewish future at all? 

Next there was Pharaoh's 
daughter who defied her father's 
decree, drew Moses out of the 
Nile, and raised him as her own. 
We do not even know her name. 
The hearts of these Egyptian 
women had not been hardened. 

Then there is Yocheved, 
Moses's mother, identified here 
,only as a Levite woman, who 
bore him in defiance of the 
deadlydecree.Shedid'notagree, 
tradition tells us, with her hus
band, Arnram, who convinced 
all the Jewish males to divorce 
their wives and cease bearing 
chi ldren so as not to provide 
Pharaoh with further victims. 

With stealth and in faith, she 
casts Moses upon the waters in 

(Continued on Page 19) 

found that nearly 2,300 of their 
relatives were killed in the Ho
locaust. 

Rigg's research also shed 
light on stories surrounding the 
rescue by German soldiers of 
the Lubavitcher Rebbe of that 
time, who was trapped in War
sawwhenwarbrokeoutin 1939. 

Joseph Isaac Schneerson was 
spirited to safety after an appeal 
to Germany from the then-neu
tral United States. Tradition has 
it that Schneerson was rescued 
by a German Jew. Rigg has iden
tified the man as a highly deco
rated professional soldier, Maj. 
Ernst Bloch, whose father was a 
Jew. 

Rigg started his quest at Yale 
while digging into his own 
family's German roots. His first 
discovery was that his great
grand parents, who arrived in the 
United States as Protestants, had 
been born in Germany as Jews. 

Next, he happened to see the 
film, "Europa, Europa," the true 
story of a Jewish teen-ager who 
saved his life by posing as an 
ethnic German and serving in 

the Nazi army. Afterward, Rigg 
struck up a chance conversation 
with an elderly German Jew, 
who spoke about his own ser
vice in the Wehrmacht, and Rigg 
was hooked . 

With hardly any financial re
sources, Rigg conducted his in
terviews by crisscrossing Ger
many, often by bicycle, carrying 
his clothes, computer and docu-

These soldiers "didn't 
think they were Jewish 
and wanted to prove 

they weren't Jewish by 
fighting for the Fuhrer." 

David Cesarani 

ments in a bulging knapsack. 
He has 400 more interviews 

to go on his current check list. 
"The thing is, I don't give up," 
Rigg told the I..ns Angeles Times. 
" If I have to carry 60 pounds on 
myback,Idoit. IfI have to s leep 

in train stations, I do it. I do it to 
get to these people." 

The initial reports on Riggs 
findings in the British media ·, 
have provoked debates among 
historians. 

Most agree that while the fact 
that Jews served in the 
Wehrmacht has been known for 
some time, the story has never 
before been documented in such 
intimate detail. 

There has also been criticism. 
David Cesarani, a professor 

ofmodernEuropeanJewishhis
tory at Southampton University, 
said it is fundamentally incor
rect to describe the soldiers stud
ied by Rigg as Jews. 

These soldiers "didn't think 
they were Jewish and wanted to 
prove they weren't Jewish by 
fighting for the Fuhrer," 
Cesarani claimed. 

"Posthumously declaring 
them Jews is denying the way in 
which they defined themselves 
and conceding the way the Na
zis defined them," he said. "It 
was their tragedy, but not the 
tragedy of the Jews." 

The Jewish Garden 
by Michael Brown 

As you look outside at the 
cold bleak landscape, it's hard 
to imagine that Tu B'shvat is 
just around the corner. We as
sociate this holiday with plant- • 
ing trees in Israel, and indeed , 
in Israel the holiday falls dur
ing an ideal planting time. In 
New Jersey Tu B'shvat comes 
at the perfect time for planning 
your own Jewish garden. 

A Jewish garden is more than 
just plants. It includes plants 
that add something to your life. 
Some will help transport you to 
different times or places, all will 
enable you to experience a more 
personal involvement with G
d and with Judaism. They can 
be trees, herbs, vegetables or 
even flowers . You can use them 
in celebrating the holidays and 
in your everyday Jewish life. 

If you haven't had a garden 
until now, this is the time to do 
it. Youdon'tneedalargeplotof 
land. For many plants, even a 
small patio or balcony will do. 
All you need is the desire to 
deepen your awe of G-d's cre
ation _and the curiosity to see 
how gardening can add to your 
life. 

Following are some sugges
tions as to what you can include 
in your Jewish garden: 

Parsley. One of the easiest 
plants to grow, they can be pur
chased at any garden center. 
Put them in pots or in the 
ground in early spring. Parsley 
is great as greens on the seder 
plate during Passover. 

Horseradish. Another easy 

Rhode Island's Oldest 
Stamp/Coin Dealer 

Check Out Our 
Tremendous Stamp 

Inventory! 
WARWICK COIN 

613 Warwick Ave. 
Warwick, RI 02888 

(401) 467-4450 

plant to grow. You sta rt this 
plant from root cuttings. Either 
order from a catalog, find a 
friend who can give you a cut
ting, or plant the roots you find 
in the supermarket. Store- · 
bought horseradish is a pale 
imitation of the home grown 
thing. 

Wheat. You don' t need 100 
acres in Kansas to grow wheat. 
Winter wheat grows easily in 
New Jersey. Plant it in early Oc
tober and harvest in late June or 
early July. From the wheat you 
can make flour to use in your 
challah, and tie yourself into the 
cycle of harvest holidays. 

Figs. Yes, you can grow figs 
in New Jersey. (You can grow 
figs in a protected spot in Rhode 
Island or Southeastern Massa
chusetts, too. We checked with 
the horticulturalist at Weston 
Nurseries, Route 135, in 
Hopkinton, Mass., (508) 435-
3414, and he said that while 
"Turkey figs" are most often 
grown here, other types survive 
as well. They must be wrapped 
during the winter, or laid in •a 
trench and covered, till spring. 
Cu~ng off much of the root 
_ system on the upper side of the 
trunk is suggested.) They're one 
of the seven fruits (Shiva t 
HaMinim) with which Israel is 
blessed. You can sit under your 
own tree and experience the 

subtle aroma of the tree. Besides 
having to protect them in the 
winter (no big deal), they re
quire very little work. They can 
be grown in pots. The trees are 
beautiful and the fruit is deli
cious and healthy. 

Com. Doesn't sound Jewish, 
but it's part of our Jewish gar
den. Corn is great for decorat
ing your sukkah. It beats buy
ing corn stalks at the local gar
den center. 

Grapes. If you have a bit more 
room, consider grapes. Few 
things are more mearlingful than 
using your own grape juice for 
the kiddush on Friday night. 

So, this is the beginning of 
your Jewish garden.Around this 
time of year the seed companies 

· startmailingtheircatalogs.Send 
for a few (most are free) and 
1:/rowse through them. Think of 
ways you can incorporate your 
garden into your Jewish obser
vance. Perhaps you'll grow 
some flowers to press for Rosh 
Hashanah cards, or grow gourds 
along that back fence to deco
rate the sukkah. We use chives 
every year as greens for ,theseder 
plate. 

Whatever you do you'll be 
outside in the fresh air, eating 
healthier and getting an added 
bonus by having a more mean
ingful relationship with G-d and 
Judaism. Enjoy! 

Bellissimo Salon 
Hair • Skin • Nails • Body 

Latest European Skin Technique 
(Mini Lift Treatment) 
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Come in for a Free Skin Analysis 

727 East Ave., Pawtucket, RI • 724-3339 

Ij it's not beautiful, it's not Bellissimo! 

-----------------------------L J 



18 - THE RHODE ISLAND JEWISH HERALD, THURSDAY, JANUARY 9, 1997 

OBITUARIES 
ROSE BELLIN 

PROVIDENCE-Rose Bellin, 
100, of the Oak Hill Nursing 
Home, Pawtucket, co-owner of 
the former Met Photo of Provi
dencebeforeretiring25yearsago, 
died Jan. 4 at Miriam Hospital. 

Born in Romania, a daughter 
of the la te Asher and Gi ttel 
(Manness) Adler, she lived most 
of her li fe in Cranston: 

She was a member of the 
Miriam Hospi tal Women's As
sociation, the Pioneer Women, 
and Temple Tora t Yisrael and 
its Sis terhood . She was a mem
ber of Hadassah and ORT. 

She leaves two sons, Arthur 
S. Belli n in Florida, and Albert 
N. Bellin of Cranston; a daugh
ter, Trudy Katz of Cranston; six 
grandchildren and three great
grandchildren. -

The funeral service was held 
Jan. 7 at the Max Sugarman · 
Memorial Chapel, 458 Hope St., 
Providence. Buria l was in Lin
coln Park Cemetery, Post Road, 
Warwick. 

ROSAGULMAN 
PROVIDENCE - Rosa 

Gulman, 64, of 73 Roger Will
iams Green, Providence, ad ieti
tian in Russia before moving to 
Rhode ls.Iand four years ago, 
died Jan. 1 at Miriam Hospita l. 

Born in Russia , she was a 
ilaughter of the late Rosa B. 
Gu Iman of Providence, and the 
late Samuel Gulman. 

Besides her mother, s he 
leaves a brother, Leona rd 
Gulman in Israel; and a sister, 
Elena Lisckovich of Providence. 

A graveside service was held 
Jan. 2at Lincoln Park Cemetery, 

Post Road, Warwick. Arrange
ments were by the Max Sugar
man Memoria l Chapel, 458 
Hope St., Providence. 

EDYTHE S. KA YE 
WARWICK - Edythe S. 

Kaye, 79, of 1139 Main Ave., 
formerly of Providence, died 
Jan. 2 in the Greenwood Rouse 
Nursing Home, Warwick. She 
was the widow of Daniel Kaye. 

A lifelong resident of Provi
dence, sl:-ie was a daughter of the 
late William and Frances (Flink) 
Israel. 

She was a graduate ofBryant 
College, and a member of 
Temple Beth-El and its Sister
hood. 

She leaves two daughters, 
Marty Hurley of Stow, Mass., 
and Judy Benson of Hingham, 
Mass. She was the sister of the 
late Elaine Torman. 

A graveside service was held 
Jan. 5 in Lincoln Park Cemetery, 
Warwick. 

BEULAH LEVENSON 
PROVIDENCE - Beulah 

Levenson, 75, of 44 Chatham 
Road , Cranston, died Jan. 5 at 
Miriam Hospital after a four
year illness. She was the wife of 
Ronald Levenson. 

Born in Bridgeport, Conn ., a 
daughter of the la te Judge Sam
uel Mellitz and Sadie 
(Silverman) Mellitz, she li ved in 
North Dartmouth, Mass., and 
Fairfield, Conn., before moving 
to Cranston in 1970. 

She was a member of Had as
. sah and ORT. 

Besides her husband, she 
leaves three sons, Joel Framson 

of Encino, Calif. , Martin 
Framson of Bangkok, Thai land, 
and Jay Framson of Los Ange
les; a sister, Barbara Krentzman 
of Natick, Mass. ; and three 
grandchildren. She was a sister 
of the late Jack Mellitz. 

The funeral service was held 
Jan. 8 at the Max Sugarman Me
morial Chapel, 458 Hope St., 
Providence. Burial was in Bikur 
Cholim Cemetery in Bridgeport, 
Conn. 

SHIRLEY R. LEVINE 
FAIRFIELD,Conn.-Shirley 

R. (Weber) Levine died at her 
residence in Fairfield . She was 
the wife of the late Arnold 
Levine. 

She is survi ved by her daugh
ter, Jacqueline Gillett and four 
grandchildren. She was the 
mother of the late Richard 
Levine. 

Funeral services were held 
Jan. 6 at Tifereth Israel Congre
ga tion, New Bedford, Mass. 
Arrangements were by Max 
Sugarman Memorial Chapel, 
458 Hope St., Providence. 

DAVID SACHS 
NEW BEDFORD, Mass. 

David Sachs died Jan. 5 at 
Hathaway Manor, New Bed
ford. 

He is survived by two sons, 
StuartSachsofMaineand Barry 
Sachs of North Dartmouth; two 
brothers, James Sachs of New 
Bedford and William Sachs of 
Georgia; a sister, Ann Preblub 
of Wisconsin. He was the father 
of the late Irma Sachs Samet. 

Graveside services were held 
Jan. 6 at Plainville Cemetery, 
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New Bedford. Arrangements 
were by Max Sugarman Memo
rial Chapel, 458 Hope St., Provi
dence. 

CORA SCHENCK 
WARWICK-Cora Schenck, 

86, of the West Bay Manor, a 
secretary for Hercules Inc. in 
New York for many years, died 
Jan. 1 at Kent County Memorial 
Hospi ta!. She was the widow of 
Leonard Schenck. 

Born in Providence, a daugh
ter of the late Samuel and Annie 
(Maker) Kotler, she lived in New 
York City most of her life before 

moving to Warwick four years 
ago. 

She leaves a daughter, Naomi 
Duchin of Sarasota, Fla.;a sister, 
Zelda Hanson of East Provi
dence; four grandchildren; nine 
great-grandchildren and a great
great-grandchi ld. She was sis
ter of the la te Max and Albert 
Kotler, Irene Cokely, Faye Paull 
and Mollie Kotler. 

The funera l service was held 
Jan. 3 a t the Max Sugarma n 
Memoria l Chapel, 458 Hope St., 
Providence. Buria l was in Li n
coln Park Cemetery, Post Road , 
Warwick. 

Harry Kemelman, 
Jewish Sleuth, Dies 
by Fredda Sacharow 

Jewish Exponent 
PHILADELPHIA (}TA) 

Truth be told, Harry Kemelman 
did not like David Small very 
much. 

Admired him, yes. Respected 
his scholarship and his human
ity, sure. But like him? 

"He's not a very likable per
son," Kemelman sa id of the fic
tional rabbi who, from his first 
appearance in Friday, The Rabbi 
Slept Late, catapu lted theauthor 
to fame more than 30 years ago 
and who - like his creator -
grew older and more curmudg
eonly as the yea rs went on. 

Kemelman died Dec. 15 at 
the age of 88, leavi ng a legacy 
for a whole new generation of 
whodunit writers: mystery nov
elists for whom being Jewish is 
more than just a turn of the plot. 

Many of the authors turning 
out Jewish s leuth fiction today 
say they learned their craft at 
the feet of such masters as 
Raymond Cha ndler, Ross 
McDona ld and Dashiell 
Hammett, but that they took 
their "permission" to create Jew
ish characters from Kemelman. 

Faye Kellerman,authorof the 
popular Rina Laza rus-Peter 
Decker series, is one such spiri
tual heir. 

She calls the late Massachu
setts author "the granddaddy 
of us a ll." Under his tutelage, 
she said, American Jewish au
thors gradually became more 
comfortable turning out heroes 
who are proudly, visibly Jew-
ish. ' 

Kemelman professed to be 
bemused by his reputation -
" A role model? Good L-rd, no!" 
he said upon hearing Fay 
Kellerman's assessment - but 
he never wore the mantle lightly. 

Through all 11 of the Rabbi 
Small books, he continued to 
fine-tune his fictional hero, in
fusing him with compassion, 
intelligence and righteous
ness. 

"He's a traditional rabbi , suf
ficiently learned in the law to be 
able to si t in judgment," 
Kemelman said two years ago 
while he was deep into the writ
ing of what would be the last 
Rabbi Small volume, That Day 
the Rabbi-Left Town. 

He's a teacher, not in the sense 
of a melamed, a teacher of chil
dren, but in the sense of some
one who steers his community 
in the right direction." 

Kemelman's editor, Leona 
Nevler, speculated in The New 
York Times after the author's 
death that wha t made the books 

work so well was partly the 
Kemelman's depiction of "the 
character of the rabbi; who was 
a kind of younger version of 
Harry himself." 

Kemelman had a love-hate 
relationship with his alter ego 
right up to the end. 

"No congregation would tol
erate him," the author said of 
his unbending, inflexible cleric. 
Jewish residents of the fictitious 
Barnard's Crossing often went 
head to head with their uncom
promising rabbi over matters of 
religious policy and law. 

" l wish there were more rab
bis like him," Kemelman said 
wistfully. 

That easy-to-read style read
ers so appreciated was hard 
won. 

For instance, for every char
acter he introduced - even the 
most minor of cameos - the 
author would prepare a full bi
ography. Ten pages, single 
spaced. 

"So I know each character 
intimately even before he says 
one line," Kemelman said. 

It never just flowed for this 
best-selling author. Every word 
was a struggle. When he would 
sif down at the typewriter his 
mind would send out the mes
sage: "Get me outta here." 

ThatisonereasonKemelman 
used to get more work done in 
Jerusalem, where he and his 
wife, Anne, spent five months 
of every year. Back home in 
Marblehead, he had perfected 
the art of avoidance. He would 
decide to get a cup of coffee, 
drive to the neares t McDonald 's 
and s top at the library to 
schmooze with the librarian. 

"I can kill about three hours," 
Kemelman would admit. "But 
in Jerusa lem, I can't do that, so I 
reheat the morning's coffee and 
proceed to write." 

Millions <;>f readers are pro
foundly gra teful that he did. 

Both Jews and non-Jews ad
mire the talmudic wisdom of 
the Rabbi Small series and soak 
up the learning Kcmelman 
would so skillfully weave in. 
The author frequently said he 
was amazed that his books sold 
well in Japan, hardly a nation 
with a large Jewish population. 

New legions of readers will 
likely stumble on one of the 7 
million copies of Kemelman's 
books in existence. · 

As Fay Kellerman did , they 
likely will fa ll inlovewithRabbi 
Small's shtetl-born logic, his ce
rebral approach to mystery
solving and his ornery impa
tience with lesser mortals. 



The Names 
(Continued from Page 17) 

an ark of bulrushes reminiscent 
of Noah's life boat. 

We also have Miriam (here 
identified only as Moses' sis
ter), whose wa tchful and prn
phetic eye protects her brother, 
knowing he will be a great 
leader. 

Finally, there is Zipporah, 
Moses' Midianitewife, who, like 
Rebecca and Rachel, meets her 
intended at a well. Then there is 
the s trange, terrifying bloody 
incidentwhenMoses isa ttacked 
at night by a demon or perhaps, 
byG-d. Zipporah saves her hus
band by circumcising her son, 
Gershom (whose name mea ns 
"I am a stranger in a s trange 
land "), and touches e ithe r 
Gershom's o r Moses' thighs 
w ith the blood of the covenant. 

What's in a nam e? We are 
our names. Too often our sacred 
tex ts reca ll only p atri a rchal 
names and patria rchal sto ri es . 
We readers have been trained to 
pay grea tes t attention to the 
male characters. 

While, in the pas t, the voices 
of women m ay have been 
drowned in the verbiage of male 
storytellers, it is clear that. we 
would not exis t a t all were it not 
for the women, Jewish and non
Jewish, whose bravery, insight, 
and faith protected , directed, 
and inspired us along the way. 

It is a blessing to live at a 
time when thei r sto"ries and 
voices are bei ng reclaimed . 
HERstory joins H!Sstory to 
make our s to ry . 

For further reading: The Five 
Books of Miriam, Ellen Frankel 
(New York: Gosset/Pu tnam, 
1996) 

Peter S. Knobel is the senior 
rabbi at Beth Emel The Free Syna
gog ue, Evanston, lll . 

Time for Jewish 
(Continued from Page 5) 

Judaism itself. Time, too, to point 
outtheabsurdityofRabbi Yoffie's 
as-yet unformulated plan to use 
a system that has effectively sanc
tioned intermarriage in America 
to "draw Jsraehs with irresistible 
force to a renewal of practice and 
beli ef." A spira ling rate of inter
marriage between Israeli Jews 
and Arabs is the very last thing 
the Jewish people needs. 

It is time, high time, for all 
Jews to become d eeply con
cerned about preserving the 
Jewish peace in Israel. When 
American non-Orthodox lead
ers vi llainize the Orthodox, they 
appalling ly violate that peace, 
no less than when individual 
Orthodox hothead youths throw 
stones a t cars on the Sabbath. 

·A nd our desire to preserve 
that peace should lead us all to 
face the fact that the only practi
cable way to assure future Jew
ish unity in the Jewish State is 
bymai ntaininga singleand high 
s tandard for religious issues of 
Jewish personal s tatus. 

Even as we Jews differ, even 
at times fundamenta lly, with 
one another, we can still act to 
preserve whal is left o f our es
senti a l o ne-ness. Our people
hood has suffered g ri evous! y on 
these shores as the result o f a 
multiplicity o f Jewish religious 
s tanda rds and policies tha t en
cou rage intermarri age. 

We can sti ll - if we lru lyca re 
lo - prevent the same from 
happening o n holy Jpwish soil. 

Regional 
(Continued from page 1) 

mously ca lled for the immedi
ate resignation of JNF's national 
senior officials - lay and pro
fessional - and called for the 
a ppoi ntrnent of a crisis manager 
to guide the restructuring ef
fort. 

" In charities with serious 
problems, the top people re
sign," said Lipof. He said it was 
inappropriate tha t Cohen con
tinue to have hands-on respon
sibili-ty for the management of 
JNF's day-to-day operations. 

He cited as "unconscionable" 
a recent memo from Samuel 
Cohen to national and regional 
executi ve s taffs . The memo, 
which was obta ined by the Jew
ish Telegraphic Agency, shows 
his conti nued control over JNF. 

"The business of shipping out 
a rticl es and minutes across the 
country, especia lly those that 
relate to our recent problems, 
exacerba le the si tua lion and cer
tai nly don' t help," the memo 
said. 

"From now on," the Cohen 
memo read, "until notified oth
erwise, before any of our re
giona l directors or national de
partments send out memos, re
ports, a rti cles or whatever, 
across the board throughout the 
country, I wa nt to see a nd ap
prove them beforeha nd." 

But Alan Blumenfeld , presi
dent of the New Jersey region 
and a member of the new moni
toring committee, d efend ed 
Cohen and the reform plans. 

"We decided some thing in 
November and we should at 
least see it through before we 

Jennings 
(Continued from Page 5) 

the Caliph Omar overthrew.) 
The agitated Jew, a nursery 

school teacher, finallysaid what 
Jennings wanted to record . H e 
blurted that Arabs "have no 
rights here anymore." 

In this despicable display of 
manipulation, selecti vely em
phas izi ng a m arg inal view, 
Jennings fa lsi fi ed prese nt and 
past. Censored for millions of 
viewers is not only the long his
tory of Jewish persecution at 
the hands of the Arabs, but also 
Israel 's very different policies 
toward its former enemies ... 

... Further, there were no 
Arab militants, no terrorists, 
among Jennings' "Jerusa lem 
Stories," even in a year of un
precedented murder of Jews in 
the s treets of Je ru sa lem. 
Jennings' passing reference to 
the terrorism Iha t rocked the 
city ea rly las t spring is perhaps 
the rea l measure of his animus 
toward Jews. It is buried in a 
passage repeated ly emphasiz
ing the inconvenience "Israeli 
military roadblocks" cause the 
Palestinians. 

Once again, the program is 
devoted to the supposed ly dire 
threat Arabs face at the hands 
of the Jews - a threat manifest 
in the display o f Israeli fl ags, 
noi sy re li gious processions, 
Jews singing within ea rshot of 
Ara bs, and rude comments to 
newsmen. 

Censored oul is the peril and 
suffering Jews face. 

The same prejud ice a pplied 
in Jennings' sympa the ti c ren
dering o f Arab racis m. A li 
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say it's not working," he said. 
The problems developed at 

JNF " not through fr aud or 
fa ult," but through "enormous 
growth in a short period of 
time." 

Blumenfeld said of Cohen: 
"There is nothing Sam did in
tentionally to harm the organi
zation. 

"The business angle got be
yo nd him and everyo ne' s an
noyed about it and rightfully 
so," Blumenfeld sa id . But 
Cohen "won't be hands-off un
til they fill the position" he oc
cupied. 

"There's nobody in the 'Vings 
and the organiza tion can' t run 
itself," Blumenfeld added . 

For hi s part, Cohen dis
missed the detractors as "dissi
dents. " He said his mandate 
"comes from the duly elected 
leadership of the Jewish Na
tional Fund a nd· they have 
asked me to be helpfu l in the 
process of instituting the 
changes as quickly as possible." 

Cohen said the sea rch and 
interview process for the top 
pos itions are under way, not
ing that he is involved in some 
preliminary screening of can
didates. 

He a lso said the task force 
committees o n restructuring 
and other matters are at wo rk. 
Officia ls said they are sla ted to 
meet starting Jan. 9. 

Leonard Klei nman, who 
lives in Tampa, Fla., and chai rs 
the subcommittee on restruc
turing, said he has confidence 
in the reform effort. 

"Some people appear to be 
reactive and impatient but if 
you make moves on that level, 

Kleibo, a Muslim the anchor
man interviewed, lamented the 
presence of Jews in his neigh
borhood. He disliked that "it 
will not be the people we love" ... 
"not the faces we know." In 
America those sentiments are 
ca lled bigoted , but in Jerusa lem 
ABC confers pity and under
standing on the intolerance. 

In fact, none of the quarters 
of the O ld City are rigidly segre
gated . Muslims have moved 
heavily into the Christian Quar
ter and Arabs live withou t inci
dent in the Jewish Quarter. 
Needless to say, Jews a re not 
wringingtheir hands and weep
ing on American television at 
Arabs m oving next door to 
them. If they were, Jennings 
would be the first to lecture them 
cin national television. 

"Jerusalem Sto ries" is an 
abuse of power. It is an effort to 
denigrate Jewish attachment to 
Jerusalem, to paint Jews even as 
unworthy of sovereignty, to ca ri
ca ture and demean them. It does 
so by di s tortion , innuendo, 
omission, and sneer; this from 
the supposedly responsible lead 
newscaster of a supposedly re
sponsible network. 

Concerned viewers can con
tact Roane Arledge, President 
of ABC News, 47 West 66th St., 
New York, N.Y. 10023, tele
phone (212) 456-4000. 

Andrea Levin is national presi
dent of CAMERA, tile Co111111i,ttee 
for Acw racy in Middle East Re
porting in A111erica - P.O. Box 
42/r, Bos ton, MA 02258-0428, 
(617) 789-3672. 

CLASSIFIED 
you're bound \o make mistakes. 

"Nobody has imposed limi
tations" on his restructuring ini
tiative, he added . 

For his part, Lipof agreed to 
wait until the task force sub
committees meet next month 
before rendering final judgment. 

As for the impact o n fund
raisingefforts, Blumenfeld, who 
also serves as JNF's national 
community campaign chair
man, said contributions across 
the nation appear to be down 
"slightly," though "s tronger 
regions are doing well," includ
ing his own New Jersey. 
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Personal Residence Trust Q & A Joy of Cooking Recipe 
Leaves Bad Taste in the 

Mouths of Conservationists 
This is another article in the 

series highlighting estate planning 
sales concepts. 

Q : Why is a Personal Resi
dence Trust useful inestateplan
ning? 

A: A PRT is the only type of 
Grantor Retained Income Trust 
that still is available for reduc
ing gift taxes on transfers. It en
ables you to transfer your per
sonal residence to a trust with
out paying gift tax on the full 
va lue of the home. 

During the term of the PRT, 
you may remain in the home. 
After the term expires, the own
ership passes to the remain
derman, but you may still li ve 
there if you pay a fair rent. 

This rental fee would help to 
further reduce the level of as
sets subject to estate tax. 

Example: You are a widow 
with a $400,000 home that you 
wish to pass on to your only 
child. Instead of an outright 
transfer of ownership, which 
would cause you to use up two
thirdsofyourunified credit, you 
decide to establish a PRT with a 
15-year term so that the gift-tax 
value is only $157,738. 

Not only have you greatly 
reduced the amount of giff tax 
but you have also eliminated a 
$400,000 asset and a ll its future 
appreciation from your estate 
(assuming you live beyond the 
15-year term) . 

Ifthevalueofthe home grows 
at 5 percent per year it will be 
wor th $831,571 in 15 years, 

which would cost $276, 272 in 
estate taxes in a 41 percent es
tate tax bracket. 

Even if you died during the 
15-year term and the date of 
death va lue of the home is in
cluded in your estate, you still 
avoid the probate costs because 
title to the home passes auto
matically without probate. 

Q: What are the requirements 
of a PRT? 

A: To have a value for the 
retained interes t so that the gift 
has a lower value for gift tax 
purposes, the PRT must meet 
the following conditions: 

1. It is an irrevocable trust. 
2. Only you, your spouse, or 

dependent may be a resident of 
the home. 

3. After the term of the PRT 
expires, a written lease should 
be executed and rent payments 
made. 

4. The house may not be used 
for anything other than residen
tial purposes and may not be 
sold during the term of the PRT. 

5. The PRT does not include 
any furnishings or other per
sonal property. 

6. There is an unrelated inde
pendent trus\ee. 

7. The transfer is a future in
terest gift so the annual $10,000 
gift-tax exclusion is not avail
able. 

8. The remainderman re
ceives a fraction of your basis 
(there is no step-up in basis be
cause the property was not in 
your estate at your death)- the 
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fraction equals the value of the 
gift divided by the total value 
of the property. 

Example: In the first example, 
assume your basis is $100,000. 
Since your gift is 39.43 percent 
of the value of the home 
($157,738/$400,000), your 
donee's basis will be $39,430 
(39.43 percent of $100,000). 

Fortunately, the income tax 
on the gain is usually far less 
than the gift or estate tax rate 
the transfer of the home would 
have been subject to if it were 
not for the PRT. 

Q: Who pays the life insur
a nee pre mi um? 

A: The trustee of your irre
vocable life insurance trust 
should be the premium payor 
as well as the applicant, owner, 
and beneficiary. The gift tax 
dollars you save will cover the 
pre mi um for your new i nsu r
a nce. 

Since it would be logical to 
leave a home to only one per
son, you may want to have the 
trust purchase insurance to pro
vide an equitable bequest for 
your other children. 

An entry in the famous book 
Joy of Cooking that includes sug
gestions for cooking and eating 
endangered green sea turtles has 
left a bad taste in the mouths of 
conservationists. 

Listed under the heading 
Turtles and Terrapin, the entry 
tells readers that because "han
dling and cooking these mon
sters," is not a usual household 
procedure "most of us are con
tent to enjoy their highly prized, 
highly priced gelatinous meat 
ready-diced and in cans." 

All species of sea turtles are 
listed as either endangered or 
threatened a nd protected by 
laws in the United States and 
mariy other cou ntries, as well as 
international treaties . Green 
turtles, hunted almost to extinc
tion over the last few centuries 
for their meat a nd eggs, are fed
erally listed as an endangered 
species. Importing green turtle 
products or those of any other 
sea turtl e species is illegal. 

Ironically, the book mentions 
Dr. Archie Carr's classic book 
The Windward Road as a source 
of information about green 
turtles. Carr is known world
wide for drawing attention to 

the p light of endangered sea 
turtles and calling for conserva
tion of the reptiles. The Wind
ward Road told the world about 
imperiled green turtles and was 
the catalyst behind the found
ing of the nonprofit Caribbean 
Conservation Corporation and 
its Sea Turtle Survival League 
program. 

"For Joy of Cooking to use Dr. 
Carr's book in this context is in 
very poor taste," said Sue Ellen 
Smith, of the Sea Turtle Sur
viva l League. "His life's work 
was based on saving sea turtles 
and their habitats. Without his 
calls to conservation it's very 
likely there would be no green 
turtles left today." 

Smith said she sent a letter to 
Joy of Cooking publishers Pen
guin Books, USA, asking them 
to remove all references to cook
ing sea turtles from the book. 
She has not received a response. 

To learn more about endan
gered sea turtles or Sea Turtle 
Survival League, call (800) 678-
7853 or visit STSL' s web site at 
http:/ / www.cccturtle.org. Sea 
Turtle Survival League is a pro
gram of the nonprofit Caribbean 
Conservation Corporation. 

Example: You have three 
children: two daughters who 
are married and liveoutoftown 
and a single son who still lives 
at home. You establish a PRT 
with a 10-year term, transfer 
your $300,000 residence to it, 
and designate your son to re
ceive the remainder interest. 

Tobe fair to yourtwodaugh
ters, you make a gift of $20,000 
each year to your irrevocable 
life insurance trust which pur
chases a $600,000 LFPlO0 con
tract (assume Ma le 54 'Pre
ferred) on your life. 

CCRI Plans Busy Spring 

At your death, your son will 
have the home and your daugh
ters will each have $300,000 in 
cash. 

Mel & Me Hosts 
Trunk Show 

On Jan. 13, Mel & Me in Gar
den City, Cranston, will be host
ing a trunk show of Pamela Den
nis fashions. 

Mel Baker of Cranston and 
Brenda Bed rick have planned a 
day of informal modeling, and a 
representative from the designer 
will be on hand from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. to help customers make 
their selections and place spe
cial orders. 

The public is welcome. 

Community Co llege of 
Rhode Island will offer more 
than 300 credit a nd non-credit 
courses this fall at its campuses 
in Warwick, Lincoln and Provi
dence and at off-campus· loca
tions in East Providence, 
Middletown, Newport and 
Westerly. 

Classes begin Jan. 21. 
CCRl will offercreditcourses 

in accounting, art, astronomy, 
biology, business administra
tion, chemistry, chemical tech
nology, computer studies and 
information processing, dental 
hygiene, economics, electronic 
engineering technology, e lec
tronics, engineering, engineer
ing technology, English, fire sci
ence, French, geology, German, 
health, history, human services, 
Italian, law, liberal arts, machine 
design, manufacturing technol
ogy, manufacturing, mathemat
ics, mechanical engineering 
technology,Jnedical laboratory 
technology, music, nursing, oc-
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cupational therapy assistant, 
oceanography, office adminis
tration, philosophy, physical 
education, physical therapist 
assistant, physics, politica l sci
ence, Portuguese, process con
trol technology, psychology, 
radiography, retail manage
ment, sociology, Spanish, 
speech, and theater. 

Also non-credit courses in 
appliance repair, assertiveness 
training, ballroom dancing, 
money management, self-de
fense, and more. For details on 
non-credit courses, call 333-7070 
in Lincoln or 825-2000 in War
wick. 

For more information on 
credit courses, call CCR.l's of
ficeofenrollmentservicesat825-
2125 in Warwick, 333-7097 in 
Lincoln or 455-6017 in Provi
dence. 

Scleroderma 
Group Meets 

A Scleroderma Support 
Group meeting is planned on 
Jan. 22 at 7 p.m. 

LeonardMartin&Associates 
will be in charge of the pro
gram. 

The meeting will be held -at 
Roger Williams Hospital , 
Chalkstone Avenue, in Provi
dencein the firstfloor,day-treat
ment room. 

For more information, call 
Gail at (508) 695-1058. 

YOU'RE 
LEAVING? 

Take time to let us know. 
Whenever and wherever you 
go, we want you to tell us 
al>out it. Us. Not the Post 
Office. They don't tell us ev
erything, you know! Call us 
at 724-0200, and keep in 
touch. 


