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Students Dedicate 
Seder to Tibet 

by Sara Wise 
Herald Editor Students from Brown and 

RISO celebrated the final 
night of Passover with an 

interfaithsederthatrecalled not 
just the afflictions of Jews in 
Egypt, but those s hared by 
people in Tibet today. 

The Seder for a Free Tibet, a 
joint project of Brown-RISO 
Hillel and Students for a Free 
Tibet,explored the commonalty 
between J.ews and Tibetans in 
theirstTuggles for freedom from 
oppression. In an intimate gath
ering of about 30 people from 
the universi ty community, par
ticipants discussed the plight of 
the Tibetan people within the 
framework of the seder ritual. 

The sed er was part of a na
tional event organized by 
Rodger Kamenetz,authorofThe 
Jew in the Lotus: A Poet's Redis
covery of Jewish Identity in Bud
dhist India . Similar seders took 
place across the country, includ
ing one in Washington, D.C., 
that was a ttended by the Dalai 
Lama, the spi ritual leader of Ti
bet who has been in exile since 
1959. 

Sara Shneiderman, a mem
ber of Students for a Free Tibet 
and an organizer of the event, 
opened the service by explain
ing how the Dalai Lama fled 
Tibet after the Chinese invaded 
his country in 1959. He was fol
lowed by 100,000 other Tibet-

ans who now li ve in exi le to 
escape the repressive Chinese 
occupation forces tha t have 
killed 1.2 million people and 
imprisoned thousands. China 
has consis tentl y been cited by 
Amnesty Inte rnationa l and 
other organizations for its hu
manrightsabuses in Tibet. 'This 
is w hy we want to honor the 
Tibetan people in our Seder," 
said Shneiderman. 

Claude Platton, another or
ganizer of the even t, further ex
plained why it is appropria te to 
link the s tories of the two cul
tures. 'This is a way of linking 
our story of liberation to their 
struggle for liberation. It's a way 
to connect to t-he Tibetans who 
share with Jews a simi lar his
tory of political and cultural 
oppression," said Platton. 

The evening's haggadah in
cluded an officia l s tatement 
from the Dalai Lama thanking 
Jews for including the Tibetan 
people in their seder, "In our 
dialogue with Rabbis and Jew
ish scholars, the Tibetan people 
have learned the secrets of Jew
ish spiritua l survival in exile; 
one secret is the Passover Seder. 
We are grateful to our Jewish 
brothers and si_sters for adding 
to their celebration of freedom 
the thought of freedom for the 
Tibetan people." · 

Bhakdo, a Tibetan monk liv
ing in Dharamsala, India, and a 
special guest of honor at the 

Blue Skies 

Sirens Sound in Jerusalem 
Every year on Yorn HaShoah, Israel's national alarm sys tem goes off for two minutes at 10 a.m. 

in remembrance of those who died in the Holocaust. At this time, Israelis cease their activities to 
pay their respects to the dead . When the alarms sound, street traffic s tops, and people leave their 
vehicles to bow thei r heads and remember. While these Israelis stopped when they heard the 
si rens on Jaffa Road, similar scenes occurred in countless locations across the country. 

seder, chanted a traditional Ti
betan blessing before the read
ing of the haggadah. 

Bhakdo is visiting the United 
States on a two-month speaking 
tour and was accompanied at 
the seder by his sponsor, Lyra 
Marble. Marble met Bhakdo 
while traveling in India last year. 
After hearing his s tory of being 
tortured and imprisoned by the 
Chinese for practicing his reli
gion, Marble decided to help 

(Continued on Page 19) 
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Hundreds of Jews Attend 
Communal Seders in Poland 

by Ruth E. Gruber 
ROME ()TA)- Hundreds of 

Jews attended communalseders 
in Warsaw and ot~r Polish ci t
ies this year, and many others 
hos ted the Passover meal in their 
own homes. 

On the fi rst night of Pass
over, more than 300 people at
tended a seder organized at 
Warsaw's Forum Hotel by the 
Ronald S. Lauder Foundation, a 
New York-based foundation 
that ru ns Jewish youth and edu
ca tion programs. 
More than 160 

seders could run concurrently. 
One was led bySchudrich for 

about 200 people, including the 
U.S. ambassador. The other was 
led by Helise Lieberman, the 
directo r of Warsaw's Jewish day 
school, for about 100 mainly 
school-age children and their 
families. 

Schudrich said Warsaw's 
mayor attended the second 
nig ht Lauder Foundation 
seder. 

Significantly, more people 
held seders in 
theirown homes, 
Schudrich said. people came on 

the second night. 
At the same 

time, about 90 
peop le partici
pated in a seder 
organized by the 
Jewish Forum, 
an association of 
Jewish business 

"We each tried to "People who 
came to our joint 
sederfourorfive 
years ago now 
make seders at 
home," he said. 
"Yet we still had 
such a large a t-

provide a service to 
different parts of the 
Jewish community." 
Rabbi Michael Schudrich 

and professional 
people, and some 50 others at
tended a sederorganized by the 
Jewish religious community. 

"There was a form of coor
d i na tion," Ra bbi Michae l 
Schudrich, th e Lauder 
Foundation's Poland director, 
said in a te lephone interview. 
"We each tri ed to provide a 
servi ce to different parts of the 
Jewis h community ." 

tendance. This 
means that we 

a re really growing-and more." 
Schudrich said that the 

La ud er Foundation and the 
American Jewish Joint Distri
bution Committee SE\nt matzah 
and other Passover suppli es to 
Jewish communities across Po
land . 

Specta tors enjoy bands and speakers a t a festival celebra ting diversity and community servi ce 
April 27atRoger Williams Park. The event wassp?nsored by Alan Shawn Feinstein and the Lalin 
American Stud en t Organization at Rhode Island College. Herald plioto hy Sara Wise 

Schudrich sa id that so many 
people a ttend ed the Lauder 
Foundation's first ni g ht sed er 
that the banqu e t hall had 
to be divided so that two 

Communilysedersalsowcre 
held in about a dozen cities out
s id e Warsaw , including 
Szeczeci n, Gda nsk, Lodz, Wro
c la w, Legnica , Walbrzych, 
Katowice, Bytom, Krakow, 
Czestochowa and Lublin, he 
sai°d . 



HAPPENINGS 
Search for Woman of the Year 

The Rhode Is land Commis
sion on Women is seeking nomi
nations for the annua l "Woman 
of the Year" award. The nomi
nee must have a history of 
achievement and/or contribu
tions which reflects the mission 
of the RJCW and be a Rhode 
Island resident (current and 
honorary ·commissioners are 
ineligible for consideration). 

The pu·rpose of the commis
sion is to advance women to
ward full equity in all areas of 
life and to promote rights and 
opportunities for al l women. 
The commission sha ll study, 
make recommendations and 
promote constructi ve action on 
issues related to women which 
include, but are not li mited to, 
the following: economic devel
opment, ed u ca tion, employ
ment, health, legal rights, po
litical participation and the qual
ity of individua l a nd family life . 

The celebration honoring the 
recipient will be held on Oct. 
24. This even tis the major fund
raiser for the scholarship funa ' 
established by the commission 
to afford women educa tional 
access and opportunity. 

Additional nomination 
forms are available at the fol
lowing locations: 

Rhode Is land Commission 
on Women, 260 West Exchange 
St., Suite 4, Providence 

AliceStanelun,co-chairman, 
Woman of the Year Committee, 
732-3100, ext. 219 

Jo Eva Gaines, co-chairman, 
Woman of the Year Committee, 
846-7222 

All public libraries in the state. 
Comp le ted nomination 

forms s hould be returned by 
June 2 to: Woman of the Year 
Committee,c/oAliceStanelun, 
81 Burnett Road , Warwick, R.I. 
02889. 

CLASSIC CLIPS PETS SALON 
AT WAYLAND SQUARE 

WELCOMING NEW CUSTOMERS - APPOINTMENTS APPRECIATED 

We want to thank all our customers 
for a successful first year, 

• Expect courteous 
quality service 

• Expect 
convenient hours 

• Expect fair prices 

17 South Angell Street 
Hours: M-F 7:30-5:00, Sat. 8-3 

351-3310 Call Now For Appointment 

"CLASSIC CLIPS, .. A CUT ABOVE THE R EST" 

Join thousands of readers 
who know what's going 
on in the Rhode Island 
Jewish Community ... 

Timely features, local and social 
events, editorials and business 
profiles highlight every issue ... 
you also get special holiday and 
seasonal issues. 

Don't miss a single one! 
Return the form below t o subscribe ... 
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, Calendar of Events For May 1-10 
1 "Women of Wit," May 1 and 2, performed at Blackfriars Theatre, Providence. Ca ll 865-2084. 

Ninth annual Student Sculpture Exhibit at UMass Dartmouth, until mid-May. Call (508) 
999-8965. 

2 Roland Gutierrez exhibits his photos of R.I. historical cemeteries at Cranston Public 
Library, May 2 to May 24. Call 943-9080. 

RI College Wind Ensemble dedicates 16th annual College Concert to the late Francis M. 
Marciniak, former director, 8:15 p.m. in Roberts Hall Auditorium. Call 456-8244. 

3 Spring '97 Screenwriters Symposium, examining current trends in e nterta inment indus
try, produced by the Mass Media Alliance, from 10 a.m. to 3 p .m. in lower theater ofTrinity 
Repertory Co., Providence. Call 421-3482. ' 

4 Arthritis Foundation holds 46th annual meeting and volunteer recognition at Metacomet 
Country Club, E. Providence a t 10 a.m. Ca ll 434-5792. 

Indoor Soccer at Jewish Community Center of Rhode Island begins. lncludes weekly games 
and ski ll development. Call 861-8800, ext. 149. 

Opening exhibit at Haffenreffer Museum, "Exploring Tourist Art," in Bris tol at 4 p .m. Ca ll 
253-8388. 

National Herb Gardening Week. Call Blackstone Valley for information. Call 724-2200. 

"A Time to Remember," tales of freedom and tolera nce, sponsored by the Interfai th 
Counseling Center and Swinburne School, 4 p .m . a t Swinburne School, Newport. $5 per 
person. Call 683-0017. 

5 "A Night in Old Vienna," 19th annual Rita V. Bicho Memorial Scholarship Concert a t R.l·. 
College, 8:15 p.m. Ca ll 456-8244. 

Adoption Options, informational meeting for exploring adoption choices, 6 p.m. at Jewish 
Family Service, 229 Waterman St. Call 331-5437. 

6 American Cancer Society, R.I. division, offers "Freshstart," series of fives~okingcessation 
classes, May 6, 8, 13, 15 and 20 from 6 to 7 p .m ., in Pawtucket. $25 for five classes. Ca ll (800) 
ACS-2345. 

Caregivers support group to assist families in caring for an older relative. Meets Tuesdays, 
6 p .m . until May 27 at the Adult Day Care Center, 99 Hillside Ave. Ca ll 351-2440. 

The Atlantic Brass Quintet will play at8 p.m. at Sayles Hall at Brown, Providence. Ca ll 434-
6054. 

7 Interfaith Counseling Center begins a six-week group to help men cope with s tresses of 
jobs, family, pa rtners and a nger. Fee is$90. Group is to meetat33 Ches tnut St. in Providence. 
Call 831-0580. 

"Healthy Ways to Prepare Beef" at R.I. Weight Watchers Center in N. Smithfield, 7 to 8:30 
p.m. Ca ll (800) 651-6000. 

"Shekels & Sense," a discussion on financial planning in Jsrael at Hebrew College in 
Brookline, Mass., at 7 p.m. Ca ll (617) 457-8750. 

The Abraham & Frances Katz Film Forum at Hebrew Col lege, Brookline, Mass., 6 to 7 p .m. 
Fee $20. Ca ll (617) 278-4939. 

8 Seminar on Legal & Ethical Issues in Trauma Care a t R.I. Hospital 's George Auditorium, 
8 a.m. to 3:30 p .m. $35 for public. Ca ll 444-4778. 

45th National Conference Humanitarian Award Dinner at6 p.m.; R.I. Convention Center. 
Chairman wi ll be Mark J. Formica at Citi zens Financial Group. Call 351-5120. 

Ada Jill Schneider will read a selection of poems from The Museum of My Mother, at the 
Barrington Public Library a t 7:30 p .m. · 

NCJW, RI section, community service award luncheon, 12 noon at Ledgemont Country 
Club, Honoree for 1997 Herta Hoffman. Call 725-5951. 

9 "Squabbles," May 9, at City Nights Dinner T-heatre in Pawtucket, produced by David 
Jepson. The show will run throug h June l. Tickets for dinner and show are $22. Call 723-
6060. 
Nantucket's First Wine Festival, May 9·to 11. World-class cui sine and superb wines in an 
event-packed weekend. Call (508) 228-1128. 

"The Art of Prayer," an educational-musica l weekend of lectures, concerts, discussion and 
more at Temple Emanu-El, May 9 to 11. For a full schedule of events, ca ll 331-1616. 

Viva Violets! Children's Museum; Pawtucke t, invites children 3 to 5 to investi gate violets 
in honor of its 100th anniversary as the state flower. Call 726-2591. 

Cardoza's Wine & Spirits, eighth annual American Wi ne Fes tiva l a t Rotch-Junes-Duff 
House in New Bedford from 5:30 to 8 p.m. Ca ll (508) 994-2900. 

10 Children 8 to 17 are invited to participate in free sports tips clinic offered by the Wheeler 
School Summer Programs, 1 to 4 p .m . at the Wheeler Farm, Seekonk, Mass. Call 528-2100. 

Barbara Hail, director a nd curator of Haffenreffer Museum, teaches Brown Learning 
Community Class "Gifts of Pride and Love: The Cultural Significance of Kiowa and 
Comanche Lattice Cradles," from 10 a.m. to noon. Call 863-3452. 

Harvard Pilgrim American Heart Walk,ColtState Park, Bris to l, 8:30 a.m. check-in, 9:30 a.m. 
s tart. Call 728-5300. 
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THE JEWISH COMMUNITY 
Brown/RISO Hillel Takes 
To Trai I on Spring Break 

by Emily Torgan 
Jewish Community Reporter 
Nine students from Brown. 

University and the Rhode Is
land School of Design headed" 
in.to the hills a nd Hillel history 
in. March. 

As participants in. Brown.
RlSDHillel's '1ewish Backpack
ing Adventure," the first week
lon.ghikin.gexpedition.Hillel has 
everoffered over a spring break, 
the hikers travelled both 
Virginia's historic Appalachian 
Trail and new ground. 

"The trip had a really good 
balance of religion. and the out
doors," said Brown sophomore 
Saul Nadler. 

"I was goi ng to go to New 
York with some friends, but this 
was the best spring break I ever 
had," sa id Brown. senior Amy 
Cook. " I liked the idea of con
necting the outdoors with Juda
ism." 

Jewish Campus Service 
CorpsFellowJenniferGoldman 
decided to organize the hike 
when. she began her position 
last fall. 

Goldman began by founding 
TEVA, a hiking club under 
Hillel's direction.. 

" I thought some students 
might be interested in. doing 
something Jewish in a non-tradi
tional Jewish se tting," said 
Goldman. "I am always at my 
most spiritual when I am out
side. There are many connections 
between nature and Judaism." 

As TEV I':. took off, Goldman 
and others began to plan. the 
"Jewish Backpacking Adven
ture." 

With the help of Hillel orga
nizers and s tudents, TEVA 
members secured grants from 
the Hillel Student Initiatives 
Committee and the Jewish Na
tion.al Fund. 

·J'!'.J!;J,,··\ 

After many meetings, the trip 
took shape. 

On March 24, two Rhode ls
land School of Design. students, 
seven. Brown. University stu
dents and Goldman drove from 
Providence to Paris, Virginia. 
Picking up the backpacks that 
contained a week's supply of 
kosher vegetarian. foods, they 
departed from Ashby Gap to 
spend fivedayshikinga30-mile 
portion.of the Appalachian. Trail 
that ended at the en.trance to 
Shenandoah National Park. 

" It was65degreesand sunny 
every single day," Goldman 
sa id . "The trail was absolutely 
gorgeous." 

The group averaged seven 
miles each day, meeting only 
three other hikers along the way. 

On the sixth day, Shabbat, 
members rested and held an 
Eco-Shabbat service. 

Judaism was not just ex
plored on Shabbat, for group 
members spent 40 minutes ev
ery morning discussing Jewish 
ideas and text. 

The differences in partici
pants' Jewish backgrounds 
made for interes ting di scus
sions. 

"Some of the group mem
bers were Orthodox, while oth
ers had had much less contact 
with Judaism," Goldman said . 

Group members discussed 
Torah, Talmud a nd Midrash as 
they explored the meanings of 
community and teamwork. 

When one student put on 
tefillin, others had an opportu
nity to observe and ask ques
tions. 

" I liked the people best," re
membered Brown student Amy 
Cook. "They all had personal
ity, and that created a fun and 
open atmosphere that you can't 
get in many environments." 

t ,:<: 
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RISO s tudents Brad Silverstein and Chanta l Loomis hiking on 
the Appalachian Trail as members of the TEVA backpacking 
adventure. Pl1oto courtesy of Brown-RISO Hillel 

Organizations and Doctors Counter 
Breast Cancer Scare With Information 

by Emily Torgan 
Jewish Community Reporter 
The initial studies have been. 

completed, but the panic they 
have generated is far from over. 

In 1994 and 1995, medical 
researchers found that two 
gen.es linked to breast and ova
rian cancer occur more fre
quently in Ashkenazi Jewish 
women. than. they do in. the gen
eral population. 

Fear and misinformation. 
spread a long with the news of 
the studies, leavingdoctors, Jew
ish groups and medical organi
zations anxious to inform the 
population about the real risks. 

"The media ate the story up," 
sa id Amy Rutkin, director of 
Hadassah's National American 
Affairs/Domestic Policy De
partrnen.tonApril 25. "They sent 
the news back in. a very scary 
way. Some articles were inaccu
rate, and now there is a percep
tion out there that breast cancer 
is a Jewish disease." 

As part of an ongoing effort 
to allay panic and present fac
tual information, las t week Ha
dassah and the American Jew
ish Congress produced a 13-
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page in.formation.a l brochure 
about Jewish women and breast 
cancer. 

Organized in. aquestion-and
answer format, the complimen
tary brochure takes readers 
through the most commonly 
asked questions. 

Breast cancer, it says, is the 
most common. type of ca ncer 
among American women and 
the second leading cause of can
cer deaths. In. 1995, approxi
mately 182,000 _new cases were • 
diagnosed in the United States. 
About 5 to 10 percent of these 
cases may be linked to genetic 
predisposition.. 

Most estimates of such risks 
involve resea rch based on indi
viduals with strong family his
tories of specific cancers. 

Alterations in two genes, 
called BRCA1 and BRCA2, may 
account for as many as 60 to 90 
percent of these inherited breast 
ca ncers and 10 to 20 percent of 
inherited ovarian. cancers. 

Scientists estimate that one 
in 40 to 50 Ashkenazi women 
carry one of these particular al
tera tions, while the rate of these 
BRCA alterations is believed to 

bel in.300amon.gstmembers of 
the general population. 

However, says the brochure, 
as most cases· of breast cancer 
are not inherited, there is only a 
slight in.crease in lifetime risk (1 
to 2 percent) among a ll 
Ashken.azi women due to the 
higher frequency of these a lter
ations. 

"In. termsofoverall risk, Jew
ish women. only face a 1 percent 
lifetime increase," Rutkin em
phasized. "Hereditary factors 
only account for 5 to 10 percent 
of the cases." 

But after the studies were 
published, many Jewish women 
rushed to genetic testing labo
ratories to undergo costly tests 
that left some even. more con
fused and frightened. 

" What will they do once they 
have the results?" Rutkin asked. 
" By having the tests, they may 
be exposing themselves to po
tential discrimination by health 
insurers and employers. Like a ll 
of our chapters, our Rhode Is
land office is helping us get this 
type of in.fo rmation. out." 

In Providence, Dr. Arnold 
(Continued on Page 19) 
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OPINION 

Pesach is Not Over Yet 
by Velvel "Wally" Spiegler 

If you think that since you 
already went through theseder, 
drank four cups of wine and 
consumed a sumptuous dinner 
that you did Passover, you're 
wrong! There's much more to it 
than that. 

This holiday and its linkage 
to Shabbat and Rosh Hashanah 
is truly a mystic journey. The 
excursion begins, as in a ll spiri
tual travels, in a s tate of bond
age; a circumstance by which 
one is enslaved to a number of 
conscious thoughts, desires, and 
emotions. If we focus on the 
bondage of, let's say, the Jews in 
the Soviet Union, the Jews of 
Ethiopia, the blacks in America, 
the rights of women a nd mi
norities, then we pay homage 
only to the outer value of these 
issues. 

Spiritual work dictates that 
we concern ourselves with the 
inner values. One ca n be a sa lve 
to desires such as money, pos
sessions, relationships, and the 
lack of which tends to generate 
emotional issues. We ca n be 
enslaved to our thoughts or be
li efs as, say, one whose political 
affi liations or scientific theories 
become hi s master. 

We go through the first s tep 

of the process at P-assover with 
the attentive reading of the story, 
and the focus upon the Pascal 
sacrifice. 

The Jewish sacrificial laws are 
aninstrumentofspiritualgrowth, 
personalchangeand transforma
tion. On Passover, it's the sacri
fice of the Pascal lamb, repre
sented by the matzo and the 

What in your life 
isn't working and what 

holds you back from 
living life to its fullest? 

toasted lamb shank that's sym
bolized in our imagination as the 
redemptive sacrifice. 

The work that began at the 
Passover seder needs to be com
pleted during the rest of the fes
tival year. In the Shabbat 
evening kiddush we encounter 
the reference to "reca lling the 
Exodus from Egypt" and a "re
membrance of the work of cre
a tion." Shabbat links Pesach (the 
Exodus from Egypt) and Rosh 
Hashanah (creation) together. 
Interestingly, the haggadah ex
plains that the Exodus is to be 
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remembered notonlyonPesach, 
but twice every day, as well. On 
Shabbat we are freed of our ev
eryday activities to experience 
the freedom of redemption and 
to the primordial experience of 
the Garden of Eden. 

That period between Rosh 
Hashanah and Yorn Kippur is 
commonly referred to as the Ten 
DaysofRepentance (T'shuvah). 
As we are bound to begin re
demption on Pesach, we now 
continue the work of repentance 
which culminates on the High 
Holy days. 

The question ofT'shuvah or 
coming out of Egypt centers on 
what's going wrong in our lives. 
Traditional sources regarding 
T'shuvah seem to oversimplify 
the matter. They suggest that all 
that is necessary is to recognize 
the offending behaviorand vow 
not to repeat it. 

The problem really is that we 
don' t see our own failings, but 
others observe them clearly. To 
identifywithwhat'sgoingwrong 
in our lives is to detect where our 
lives are not working. Take, for 
example, a person who just got 
married for the third time. He 
believes his previous mates were 
a t fault, not seei ng how he con
tributed to the failed marriages. 
Other self-defeating behaviors 
are often a result of some kind of 
fear. This would be like a person 
who has to please everyone for 
fear he wouldn't be liked or ac
cepted. What in your life isn' t 
working and what holds you 
back from living life to its fullest? 
The answer to these questions is 
the next step in completing the 
Passover process. 

Velvel "Wally" Spiegler is acer
tified polarity therapist, a student 
and teacher of Jewish mysticism 
whose primary interest is in Jewish 
approaches to the healing of mind, 
body, and spirit. He can be reached 
at (508) 252-4302. 

The Vatican Should 
Open Its Archives 

by Seymour D, Reich 
Switzerland's decision to 

compensate Holocaust survi
vors and their heirs for funds 
deposited in its banks during 
the World War II era has set off 
an e/(traordi nary chain of events. 
After 50 years of concealment, 
the Swiss at last have agreed to 
open their account books and 
review classified documents 
that expose the dark side of their 
nation's "neutrality" in the con
flict. 

Other countries are now fol
lowing suit. A number have em
barked on the long-delayed pro
cess of confronting their own 
actions-or inaction-during 
a tragic period . Long-hidden 
records are being scrutinized in 
an effort to trace the origins and 
convolu ted routes of property 
stolen by the Nazis from Jews 
and other victims half a century 
ago. Whether restitution is pos
sible in a ll cases remains an open 
question . But the effo~t itself is 
needed to enable today's young 
people and future genera tions 
tounderstandandcometo terms 
with the events of the past, so 
that the massive horrors of the 

azi era will never again be al
lowed to recur. 

Amid the renewed interest in 
exposing the past to historical 
examination, a major void re
mains: the story of the Vatican's 
actionsduringtheHolocaust. The 
picture is clouded and obscure, 
due primarily to the church's re
luctance to lay bare its role in 
World War II. 

Since the end of the war, the 
Vatican's officials have declined 
to open its archives to outside 
researchers. The result has been· 
a long-standing controversy. A 
number of historians have ac
cused the wartime pope, Pius 
XII, of being a virtual Nazi co l-

laborator who a llowed Vatican 
priests to operate a so-called "rat 
line" that helped smuggle Nazi 
officia ls ou t of Europe after the 
defeat of Germany. In his book, 
Vatican Diplomacy and the Jews 
During the Holocaust (1939-
1943), Father John F. Morley, a 
Roman Catholic priest in New
ark, N.J., sharply attacked Pope 
Pius XII and the Va ti can 
heirarchy for th"eir apparent in
difference to Jewish suffering in 
the Holocaust. But church de
fenders like the la te Father Rob
ert A. Graham, associate editor 
of the Catholic magazine 
America, haveargued that while 
the pope did not speak out 
against the persecution of the 
Jews, he rescued many before 
they were sent to death camps. 

It may be that one or the other 
version of the Vatican's role in 
tha t period is accurate. Ironi
ca lly, it is a lso possible that both 
may be true. It is not unusual for 
competing factions in a com
plex bureaucracy to pursue com
peting agendas. But in the case 
if the Vatican, we wi ll never 
know, until and unless files are 
unlocked and light is a llowed to 
illuminate the secrets of the past. 

Another dilemma faced by 
church officials has to do with 
the fact that the Vatican library 
continues to hold more than800 
priceless Judaic documents and 
religious artifacts seized from 
synagogues and Jewish institu
tions and individuals by Euro
peanrulersand noblemendown 
through the centuri es. These 
manuscripts and other items 
were presented by the looters to 
the popes as gifts. Many feel 
that theyconstitutestolen prop
erty that is being held illega lly 
and should be returned to Jew
ish sources by the Vatican. 

(Continued on Page 18) 

A Kingdom of Priests 
by Lori Levy Abramson that is dashed and sprinkled, take responsibility, not only for 
In the Book of Exodus, just the goat that carries away the our own process of repentance 

beforetheisraeiitesreceived the community's sins - the High and a tonement, but also for the 
Ten Commandments, G-d con- Priest engages in the service with Jewish community's. Weare re
veys to the Israelites, "You shall · a ll of his senses. minded that G-d can forgive 
be to Me a kingdom of priests The Israelites' absence is the only us for sins <lgainst G-d but 
(kohanim) and a holy nation" second notable difference from not until we have asked forgive
(Exod. 19:6).Juxtaposedagainst today's Yorn Kippur service. It ness from the people we have 
this week's Torah portion, we is surprising that the role of the wronged. (Sifra, Yoma 85b) As 
can glean fascinating insights people is prescribed in just three we confess our sins, we recite 
into what being a kingdom of verses at the end of the chapter the a l chet, listing the wrongs 
priests means to us today. (Lev. 16:29-31). Here, the com- we have personally committed, 

Parasha t Ac hare Mot, in mandment to afflict ourselves as well as those our people have 
Leviticus16,describesinexact- and to do no work is given committed. 
ing detail the rituals of the Yorn lechukat olam, as an eternal de- How can you makeyourown 
Kippurservice.Aaron, theHigh cree, so that we will all be personal observance of Yorn 
Priest, conducts the entire ser- cleansed of all our sins before Kippur more concrete? 
vice alone with painstaking G-d. Even so, the text goes on to How else are we called 

care, les t he .,____________________ upon to be a 
make a mistake ~ ~ "kingdom of 
before G-d and I priests " on 
die. Readverses TORAH TOD Jl.'1'. YomK~ppur? 
lto29.Whatare -'"'.I · Whatkindsof 
the steps in- .__,_ ___________________ _._. responsib,h-
volved ,n the ties are con-
service? ferred upon 

Aclosereadingofthischap- saythatitistheHighPriestwho us?To be a priest is to under
ter revea ls two fascinating dif- will provide atonement. take enormous responsibility 
ferences between the original How havewebecomea king- for ourselves and our commu
Yom Kippur service and the dom of priests? The Yorn Kip- nity . How can we bring this 
one we observe today. First, the purserviceof today has become sense of responsibility forour
ancient service contains tan- one in which we are more like selves as Jews and for the Jew
gible elements that would pre- the High Priest than the ancient ish community into the rest of 
sumably make it easier for a Israelite.Althoughweare ledin our year? 
person to grasp the process of worship by a rabbi or shaliach Lori Levy Abramson is director 
atonement. The bull and goat tzibbur, wehaveamuch greater of education at Temple Sinai i11 
sacrificed on the altar, the blood role today. We are compelled to Oakland, California. 



"I bring the kaddish candle 
and light it here for the victims 
of the Nazis." Mr. Adler begins 
his account of wartorn Budapest 
with the familiar gesture, out of 
context in a R.l.S.D. classroom. 
In back of the crowded studio 
space a tall boy eagerly leans 
forward to listen. Sean Foley, a 
painter whose signature on 
bluebook exams is as open and 
freestanding as his person, had 
s truck meas a carefree Iri sh fel
low, goodnatured a nd un
troubled. Yet he raised hi s hand 
and asked searching ques tions. 
"Ca n you forgive your en
emies?" he asked-a Catholi c 
concern, it seemed to me. "Yes, 
fbr your own sa ke," answered 
the secretary and spokesman of 
Holocaus t Survivors of R.l. 

You mus t know that art s tu-

Jewish 
Narratives 

by Mike Fink 
Herald Contributing 

Reporter 

our curriculum, but my sma ll 
course alone makes up a Judaic 
Studies program pressed into a 
few short weeks. 

Our marvelous artist-dis
ciples fill in all the gaps and 
more . 

Lisa Sklar brought me an ac
count ofher grandmother's time 
in postwar Hungary. "There 
was nothing left in Budapest, 
o nly corpses, hea d s, limbs 
st rewn over the streets. No 
bread, only ruins. In the market 
the gentiles were selling every
thing they had taken out from 
the Jewish homes. Slowly, 
people s tarted to come from the 
ca mps. The Jewish hospital was 
rebuilt. My daughter Livia was 
the firs t chi ld born in this new 
Lying Inn. People were trying 
to put their li ves back together." 
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They Also Serve 
by Mike Fink 

Herald Contributing Reporter 

At the crossroad of my world, 
a pool, a counter, a spot to post a 
message or make a new friend for 
the day stand among my rou
tines. I leave my classroom lec
tern and head for the newspaper 
desk. I stop for a swim, a cup of 
soup or leafoflettuce,and a pleas
ant chat. Eric Schwartz in formal 
atti re keeps amiable watch over 
the lunch crowd. "I'm a doctor's 
son, buttheserviceindustrysuits 
me," he says, and the other serv
ers agree. The staff smile not only 
at me but a teach other. There's a 
grapevineofgoodwill that grows 
at ground level. On Fridays An
drew greets me with a grin: his 
mother created the giftshop at 
Temple Beth- El. Andrew serves 
me my water or my wine, "my 
daily medicine," and lays out 
plans for another service concept. 
He and Glenn, his cohort at the 
counter, hope to putout an urban 
guide to Rhode Island culture 
and nightlife. "Servers know each 
other around town and get along. 
They could pass the word about 
our publica tion. We think it 
promises a good future if we can 
pull it all together." Andrew's 
visual and computer graphic 
skills are impressive. Glen has 
the glad hand and thegiftofgab. 

lawyers who get in trouble. 
Nobody' s immune, and some
times yo u must know that a 
server may serve himself. One of 
the waitstaff narrates his route to 
get to work. "I hitch here when 
my truck is out of commission in 
the ga rage. I wa lk home. If I s top 
fora drink I lose the straight path 
and by the time I get to bed I'm 
pretty tired . I wake up weary but 

I I 

(, I 
I 

/ 

counter at night. This is my sun
shine not my moonlight oasis. 
But there's always an adven
ture, a lways agreeable and re
warding. These people have a 
skill in a world where travelers 
and familiar folk meet on the 
carpets among the tables, an 
America where the future is 
uncertain. Your fatheror mother 
may practice a profession no 

Eric Schwartz 
Herald photo by Mike Fink 

I get to my post on the mark no 
matter what." He also shows 
how you mix a proper cocktail, 
and it's an art form . 

I never go to my pool or my 

more certain than the weather. 
They also serve who serve with 
a twist of lime or lemon and a 
word of kindly concern for your 
comfort in passing through. 

Mr. Alder 
Herald photo by Mike Fink 

I ha ve learned so much from 
my visits between jobs and 
home a t th.is "quiet bar." From 
Laura , the hostess, to Derek, the 
stewa rd , I ha ve gleaned some 
fascinating tips on human na
turea nd the nature of the hospi
tality business. Las t week a 
fancy dude with the accent of a 
Brit stood beside me and talked 
about the costume jewelry in
dustry that brings him on busi
ness from Sou th Africa to Provi
dence. "My parents were Pol
ish," he says, and after a mo
mentthewholetruthcomesout. 
"They escaped firing squads. 
They survived Hitler's Holo
caust. They found refuge and 

success in South Africa. Now 
we live between Helen Suzman 
and Nelson Mandela." In a mo
ment this mysterious stranger 
takes off, after a warm ha nd- ✓ 

dents hate to get upin the morn
ing. They like all-night mara
thons at the canvas or drawing 
table, · not early appointments. 
Butnexta.m. waiting at my door 
I found Sean Foley. I took off my 
hat and coat, put down my pa
pers, removed stacks of books 
from a chair, and asked him to 
sit and talk till my first class 
begins at 8 a.m. 

"I spent vacation week in Rio, 
in Brazil, visiting my grand
mother. She won't tell the whole 
story, but she survived 
Auschwitz." I, in turn, visited 
Sean's studio and s tudied his 
huge paintings, impressions of 
Rio and dreams of peace. The 
chi ldren of survivors hide ev
erywhere, under every name 
and in every land, a new gen
eration of secret Jews. 

My e lective course, called 
simply "The Jewish Narrative," 
attracts a broad spectrum of 
majors froi;n architecture to pho
tography, and they come from 
Asia, Africa, South America, or 
the is lands of the wide world. I 
use Chaim Potok's "Wander
ings," Spiegelman's "Maus" 
comic book series, and of course 
Wei sel and Singer. Art 
Spiegelman is sched uled to visit 
the R.J.S.D. campus next Sep· 
tember- 1 serve on the lecture 
commillee. Hillel does the best 
it can to bring Jewish cu lture to 

Andrew 
Herald photo by Mike Fink 

Lisa's story closes with a note 
on her great-grandparents. 
"Theywereki lledfoAuschwitz. 
They were put in ovens. Then 
baked. They weren' t old." 

Then there's Esther Thiele, 
with one Jewish grandmother, 
and, on her other side, German 
so ldiers. She is reconverting 
through the help of Mr. Adler, 
my classroom guest and star. 
She served hamantaschen to her 
fe llow students. A group of Jew
ish, Korean and Japanese pupils 
planned and put together a 
seder-brunch. We move from 
Purim to Pesach, with music, 
food, art as well as our books. 

shake and mutual,secretJewish -------------------------

Teaching at a school of de
sign feeds you back in wondrous 
ways. All you have to do is give 
your semester a title, a nd these 
genii will create beyond your 
fondest dreams. 

understanding. 
Eric the supervisor also takes 

a stoo l beside me and fills me in 
on his career. "I drove across the 
country with Alan Stern, who 
used to work in this room. We 
took our journey in a Van, and 
he stayed whi le I came back to 
build my vocation." I have the 
feeling-my ancestors in east Eu
rope also ran inns at their own 
crossroads and told tales and 
picked up some yarns. It hap
pens right here every noontime 
among my errands and meet
ings. 

You hear about hypochondriac 
doctors, neurotic psychiatrists, 

CONCANNON APPRAISAL SERVICES, INC 
Concannon Appraisa l Services Is Your Full 
• Service Custom Jeweler Fo r: Diamonds, 

Gold and Colored Stone Jewelry 
" When You Can Have It Your Own Way, 

Why Settle For Less?" 

Call Today (401) 722-0111 
By Appo intment 
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A Personal Victory Over Hitler 
by Morris Gastfreund 

\ 
few weeks after the libera

tion of the Theresienstadt 
L concentration camp on May 
8, 1945, a rumor circulated that 
shortly survivors would be able 
to go to Palestine; those who 
were interested should register 
at a certain place in the camp. 

I turned to my wife and 
said, "This is our 

personal victory over 
Hitler, who planned 

our destruction." 

Mybrother, Kalman,and I, hav: 
ing belonged to a Zionist orga
nization before the war, were 
among the first to register. 

Everything was done in se
crecy. By the middle of July, all 
those who registered were qui
etly told to assemble at 10 p.m. 
with our belongings (we did not 
have any) at a specific p lace to 
begin our journey. The leaders 
of thi s undertaking were two 
young Jews from Palestine who 
belonged to an organization 
ca lled Bricha. The group's mis
sion was to bring camp survi
vors to Palestine illegally, be
cause of the British ban on Jew
ish immigration there. 

In the darkness of the night, 

we boarded several trucks and 
were on our way to our destina
tion by an unknown path, be
cause the entire operation was 
highly secretive. The next morn
ing, we found ourselves in Linz, 
Austria. We were set up in a 
modest hotel and told that we 
must wait a few days to con
tinue our journey. 

We walked around Linz and 
admired the city, especially the 
landscape. After three days 
there, we again boarded trucks 
for a journey that brought us to 
a former German mi Ii tary camp 

Dr. S. Gringaus, an intellectual 
whose ability and efforts 
generated a voluntary commu
nity leadership, of which I be
came a member. 

With the help of the U.S. 
Army occupation forces, the 
United Nation War Refugee 
Administration and the Joint 
Distribution Committee, Lands
berg became a model of a func-

in the Bavarian city of Lands
berg. There we were told that 
our travel to Palestine was be- • 
inginterrupted temporarily, be
cause difficulties arose in cross
ing borders. As a result, we were 
brought to a displaced person's 
camp to wait for our next op
portunity to continue our 
journey. As it turned out, the 
wait was much longer than we tioning Jewish community. 

In its peak, it was the temporary 
home of more than 5,000 camp 
survivors. Meals were served in 
special dining halls. Clothes and 
blankets, supplied by UNWRA 
and JDC, were distributed. An 
entire block was designated as a 
hospital, which was run by sur
vivors who were physicians. 
Cultural events were organized; 
even a newspaper was pub
lished; the first Yiddish weekly 
newspaper in post-war Ger-

anticipated. 
The Landsberg army camp 

was a very large facility with 
many four-story cement blocks; 
now empty of German soldiers, 
it was designated by the U.S. 
Army occupation forces as the 
first displaced persons center 
for concentration camp survi
vors. When our group arrived, 
there already were some survi
vo rs there from the Dachau 
death camp. Among them was 

Living The Lessons of Friendship 
by Tara V. Lisciandro 

Herald Editor 
It was officially spring. There 

was finally no need for a heavy 
jacket. You could open the car 
windows and drive freely, com
fortably. Tj"lere were still traces 
of snow on the ground which 
weremeltingawayquickly. That 
April Fool's blizza rd from 
Mother Nature had surely made 
its mark. 

I wasdrivingthrougha lovely 
area in Rhode Island that day. 
The houses were so distinct and 
stood proudly on their finely 
combed beds of green grass. The 
sun was shining brightly. I re
member feeling excited. Excited 
about the warm weather and 
excited about going to meet a 
lovely new person. 

For personal reasons we'll call 
this person "R." R is just a per
son like you and I.Risa special 
person as well. R is ·male and 
female, R represents many. 

It hadn't been the first time I 
met a survivor of the Holocaust, 
but this time was different, par
ticular. The minute I met R, I felt 
a special bond. R took me into 
their house, welcomed me 
openly and started chatting as if 
we knew each other for years. 
Wesatdown at the kitchen table 
and spoke. We spoke about a 
variety of things. Shopping, 
food, the war, Rhode Island, art, 
Germany and countless other 
things. We were like long-lost 
friends who hadn't spoken to 
each other for years. 

As the constant chattering 
continued I couldn't help but 
notice the bright yellow star 
which clung to R's wall. It sat 

there, right above R's shoulder. 
It sat there, in a frame, everyday 
since R returned from the war. I 
felt my eyes begin to feel warm, 
a tear wanted to come out. I 
s topped myself, I was happy. I 
was happy to see this person, so 
sweet, so kind , gentle and cou
rageous. R had survived one of 
the most horrid traumasofman
kind, the Holocaust, and I was 
sitting alongside them, speak
ing, learning and listening. 

Some years ago, before I left 
for Italy, I worked on a project 
involving Holocaust survivors, 
in New Jersey. One of them was 
even on Schindler's List. It was 
an amazing opportunity for me. 
I got to know some so well. Oth
ers did not want to talk, and I 
respected that. The experience 
proved that not everything is 
learned in school. (But let's not 
take that ·too far, without school 
I wouldn't have known these 
extraordinary people were out 
there!) 

Like R, the other survivors 
enjoyed chatting about current: 
day issues, not about their 
trauma, or the war. But who 
wants to constantly dwell on 
such horrid traumas that hap
pened years ago? R, and all sur
vivors are people-gallant, he
roic people. 

We all can say, too easily, "oh, 
swe, I understand " but never in 
my life would I make such a 
mistake again and repeat those 
words in the company of a sur
vivor. The fact is, I don't under
stand, no matter how many 
years I have concentrated on 
Holocaust survivors, read about 
them, spoke with them, studied 

them, I can't say, "I know. I un
derstand." The fact is, those of 
us who weren't there can say 
that. We weren't there, we didn't 
suffer what they suffered. We 
never felt the hunger, the heat 
or the bitter cold devouring us. 
And we never passed through 
the ghettos, were tortured by 
Nazis or de-humanized . 

From speaking with these el
egant people and learning so 
much in the past years, I have 
come to the conclusion that we 
are living with history that will 
no longer be with us one day. I 
believe people are becoming 
more aware of this. After all, the 
Holocaust Museum in Washing
ton D.C., was only constructed 
a few yea rs ago, not directly 
after the war. When my chi l
drenare born and old enough to 
lea rn about the world, they 
won' t be able to speak to the 
people like R. They' ll have books 
and tapes and memories left 
behind. 

R shared many fascinating 
things with me and we continue 
to speak and share many inter
esting moments together. I trea
sure R's friendship like no other. 
Now, with the arrival of The 
Holocaust Memorial Day, we 
should remember all Rs, as we 
should remember them every 
day after. Risa person, like all 
of us. R doesn' t want to be con
sidered special, or pa rticular. I 
certainly don't look at R, or any 
survivor, as instruments and 
learning tools, although they are 
some of the best teachers and 
scholars we have with us today. 
I look at them as the most coura
geous people I know. 

many was called The Landsberger 
Yiddishe Zeitung, to which I was 
a frequent contributor. While 
printed in Latin alphabet, the 
paper dealt with all aspects of 
Jewish life and struggles under 
the Nazis and after liberation. 

The focal point of the survi
vors was the struggle of the 
Yishuv in Palestine against the 
British occupation and its clo
sure of gates to Jewish immi
grants. We had many distin
guished visitors to our D.P. 
camp, among them David Ben 
Gurion, Dr. Nachum Goldman, 
the president of the World Zi
onist Organization, and Izhak 
Grinbaum, the pre-war Zionist 
leader of Polish Jewry. In meet
ings with these eminent Jewish 
leaders, we forged a united front 
to pressure the British Manda
tory Power into opening immi
gration for camp survivo rs. 

We organized many mass 
demonstrations; in some, I was 
the keynote speaker, condemn
ing the British occupation and 
demanding that survivo rs be 
allowed to immigrate to Pales
tine. In fact, we became a sec
ond front in the struggle. Illegal 
ships,suchas the Exodus, which 
carried survivors to the shores 
of Palestine, and others, which 
the British blockade forced back 
to new concentration ca mps in 
Cyprus, brought world sympa
thy for our struggle. The Yishuv 
revolt against the British occu
pation and world pressure fi
nally forced the British to relin
quish the mandate over Pales
tine, which they turned over to 
the United N<!_tions. 

Nov. 29, 1947, was the date 
set for member s tates of the 
United Nations to vote on a reso
lution to establish a Jewish na
tional home in Palestine. The 
Landsberg D.P. Camp, whose 
survivors were at the forefront 
of the struggle to free immigra
tion and establish a Jewish state 
in Palestine, planned a mass 
demonstration for Nov. 28. I was 
active in organizing support for 
a pro-Jewish resolution by the 
United Nations. 

My wife, Sally, Z"L, gave 
birth to my son, whom we 
named Israel, on Nov. 27 at 10 
p.m. The next day, I visited my 
wife in the hospital, but was not 
able to see my newborn child at 
that time. On the afternoon of 

... he was the 
continuation of my 
family tree that was 

almost totally uprooted 
by the Nazis. 

the 28th, we held a mass dem
onstration that attracted thou
sands of participants who called 
fora U.N . voteforaJewishstate 
in Pa lestine. 

The next day, I hurried to the 
hospital to be with my wife and 
anxioustoseemyson. The nurse 
granted my request to see my 
son, and handed me this pre
cious bundle. For the first time, 
I was holding in my arms my 
newborn son, who stared at me 

(Continued on Page 7) 

In Remembrance 
by Lenka Rose 

Survivor, Auschwitz-Birkenau, Bergen-Belzen 

Let us remember and NEVER forget the SIX MILLION 
Jewish men, women and children who perished by tJte 
evil Nazis in Germany during the Holoi:aust. 

Cattle cars rushed precious human cargo, destination 
unknown. 

·Barreµ of food or water. No matter. What di4 ptatter to the 
SS? Getting hold of their jewelry at hand before the fateful 
journey's end. · 

Achtung! Leave all your yaluables right on the spot. It 
better be all of it; if you value yow: lives. 

The same scenario next to the last stop. 

Still no food or water. 

Thus began endless frightening intimidation, humiliation 
to the highest degree; upon an unarmed helpless people. 

Bigotry, greed, combined with deadly effect; Jewish life 
in Europe came to an abrupt end. 
Thrown into a snake pit, electrified wires, an inferno. 
Pestilence, hunger, cold, fear omnipresent: 

Daily selections to fuel the fires; co-existing friendship 
became a most important desire. Helping, caring for 
one another. 
Loss of family, loneliness, sheer enormity of suffering, 
a surviving victim became a kin. 
Nonintervention; mankind's darkest hour; not to rescue 
a defenseless people's plight, stained the world's nations 
forever and ever. Nowhere, but nowhere, were they in 
sight. 
Centuries old contempt for Jewish people, brought untold 
misery, bore poisonous fruit of the Holocaust. May their 
memory serve as a guardian "Angel" against injustice and 
intolerance. 

Forget them not, NOT EVER. 

REMEMBER 



ADL Book Helps 
Teach Holocaust 

More than 50 years after the 
Holocaust, the Anti-Defamation 
League is working to strengthen 
Holocaust education. A new 
Holocaust Mini-Catalog: Rescue 
and Resistance, Tools for Teachers 
is a resource for educators to . 
help them more effectively teach 
the history and significance of 
the Holocaust. 

"Ina nearly silent world, mil
lions of Jews were systemati
cally murdered during the Ho
locaust. We are obligated to 

-t;'112!, HOLOCAUST 
MINL·CA'D\LOG 

know, to teach and to never for
get that painful truth. Empha
sis, however, must not only be 
on the massive destruction and 
victimization but also on resis
tance and the extraordinary ex
amples of rescue," said Martin 
J. Fein, AOL Braun Institute 
chairman. 

"Those who survived, as well 
as those who fought back, rep
resent the best of what we rec
ognizein the human spirit," said 
Harvey Sarner, Jewish Founda
tion for Christian Rescuers/ 
AOL chairman. "To rescue Jews· 
meant risking one's ovyn life and 
possibly one's entire family." 

The catalog includes a guide 
for educators with suggestions 

Personal 
(Continued from Page 6) 

with his wide eyes. My joy was 
overwhelming. I turned to my 
wife and said, "This is our per-

. sonal victory over Hitler, who 
planned our destruction." I no
ticed tears of joy in Sally's eyes. 

It was late in the afternoon 
when I returned to our one-room 
apartment on the third floor. I 
turned on the radio, and the 
United Nations was in session, 
about to vote on the resolution 
to establish a Jewish national 
home in Palestine. On the s treets 
of the Landsberg D.P. camp, 
people ga thered nea r seve ral 
lo udspeakers broadcas ting the 
U.N. assembly's vote. Emotions 
ran high among those survivors. 

Finally, the news broke around 
9 p .m . that a majority of the U.N. 
member sta tes voted to establi sh 
a Jewish national home in Pa les
tine. The crowd ran wild with 
excitement. Eve ryone began 
dancing and sang, " Am Israel 
Chai, Chai Vikayam," the Jewish 
people live and will live forever . 

for dividing Holocaust educa
tion into appropriate themes. 
Each theme includes interactive 
writing exercises, suggested 
books, videos, posters and op
tions for helping students to de
fine the relevance of the Holo
caust by examining prejudice 
and bigotry today. 

Other sections of the catalog 
recommend books for children 
written by children, videos and 
publications on Holocaust re
sistance and Holocaust rescue, 
and a textbook that contains a 
chapter that fulfills the mandate 
for teaching the Holocaust in 
several states including New 
York and Florid<\. 

Throughout the entire cata
log is a time line listing impor
tant historica l dates as well as 
maps and photos tha t serve as 
excellent documenta ry re
sources. 

"The AOL Braun Holocaust 
Institute provides informa tion 
and resources to help sensiti ze 
individuals and communities to 
issues re lating to the Holo
caus t," said Abra ha m H . 
Foxman, AOL na tional director 
and Holocaus t survivor. "From 
elementary school through col
lege we have provided tools to 
help teach tomorrow's leaders 
wha_t hatred and silence can do; 
wha t hope and fi erce commit
ment can bring. These lessons 
they will take with them for the 
rest of their lives, never forget
ting the horrors that come from 
bigotry and the possibilities that 
CO!Jle from humanity." 

To receive a copy of the Holo
caust Mini-Catalog, educators 
can call the AOL Material Re
source Center at (800) 343-5540 
or fax a request to (201) 652-
1973. 

The Anti-Defamation Lea
gue, founded in 1913, is the 
world's leading organization 
fighting anti-Semitism through 
programs and services that 
counteract hatred, prejudice and 
bigotry. 

At this point, my thoughts 
concentrated on my personal 
joy, my son's birth-how today 
I was holding him for the first 
time and how he was the con
tinuation of my family tree that 
was a lmost totally uprooted by 
the Nazis. And, I was blessed to 
survive and experience this 
momentinJewishhistory, when 
after 2,000 years, a reborn Jew
ish state was established. 

I ~aw clearly the connection of 
the two events- my son's birth 
and the birth of a Jewish state -
as a symbol, as "Am Israel Chai, 
Chai Vekayam"_ reverberated 
through the streets. Tears began 
to stream from my eyes. I recited 
the blessing of "Shehechyanu 
Vekimanu Vehigianu Lazman 
Hazeh," blessed,G-d,Kingofthe 
universe, who preserved and sus
tained me to reach this happy 
day. 

Yes, it was one of the happi
est days of my life. So began my 
personal victory over Hitler, al
though I paid a heavy price for 
that victory - the loss of almost 
my entire family . 
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Honoring Survivors Deepens 
Understanding-of Risks Taken 
by Irving Greenberg 

NEW YORK (JT A) - How 
shall we focu_s the commemora
tion of Yorn HaShoah? In the 
light of the Albright affair and 
the Swiss banking revelations, 
it is time to focus on the heroism 
of the survivors and the cour
age that their fellow Jews 
showed with them in deciding 
to continue living as Jews. 

There has been a remarkable 
turnaround in Jewish fate in the 
past SO years. Being Jewish has 
become a ticket to asylum from 
persecution. 

In America, being Jewish is 
perceived as honorific - a 
marker of elite creativity and 
brains and mos t-likely-to-suc
ceed. It is hard , therefore, to re
capture the tragic reality of the 
1920s and 1940s. 

Then,Jewish status- oreven 
associa tion with it - was a 
badge of vulnerability. Wher
ever Nazism came to power -
and often, where other di cta tor
ships reig ned-Jewish identity 
targeted a person for death or 
destruction. 

To none was thi s fate more 
cruel, more arbitrary, more in
explicable than to assimilated 
Jews or gentiles who were, of
ten unwittingly, d escend ed 
from Jews. 

The Ta lmud says: Do no t 
judge your fellow human being 
until you come to his/ her place. 

Try to suspend judgment for 
a moment and imagine what it 
fe lt like to someone who had 
never li ved as a Jew . Imagi ne 
having never studied or under
stood a word of classic Je·,vish 
culture. Imagine having never 
experienced a moment of joy of 
Exodus or of celebration of 
Shabbat orofbeingcared for by 
a community of solidarity. 

And imagine suddenly being 
exposed to a murderous fury or 
having your life and career torn 
up for the crime of being Jewish. 

In Jakob Presser's classic novel 
of the. destruction of Dutch Je
wry, Breaking Point,a young man 
has been befriended and kept 
alive by Jeremiah Hirsch, his 
neighbor in Westerbork camp. 

Hirsch was a Hebrew studies 
teacher back home. The young 
man's name is called for the 
week,Jy transport to Auschwitz. 
He lashes out hatefully a t 
Jeremiah. Hirsch, bewildered, 
asks him, "Why explode at me?" 

The lad responds: "When 
they call out your name, you 
will have had a lifetime of com
munity, of joy, and learning, of 
meaningful reward for being 
Jewish. For me, there was noth
ing. You know why you suffer. 
For me, it came for no reason. I 
rage that my life will be de
stroyed meaninglessly." 

Small wonder, then, that af
ter the war tens of thousands of 
assimilated Jews, who had 
barely survived , were furious at 
their meaningless suffering and 
determined to escape this fate 
once and for all, hid their iden
tities and passed as gentiles . 

Every survivor- even those 
who had lived rich Jewish lives 
before the war-had to answer 
questions to themselves. Shall I 
continue? Is it worth it? Shall I 

inflict this possible fate on my 
future children and grandchil
dren? 

Those who lost families, those 
who had seen loved one, their 
own flesh and blood , and count
less others killed , tormented, 
abandoned, had to decide where 
to go and what to be. 

The survivors found a world 
that was unrepentant, a world 
in .which most Nazis escaped 
punishment, in w hich Britain 
kept the doors of Palestine 
locked and set up ca mps in 
Cyprus where displaced per
sons who tried to make aliyah 
were interned . 

They found ba nks which 
seized their families' accounts 
a nd stonewalled their requests 
for reimbursement. 

They found Jewish.commu-

The incredible heroism 
of every survivor who 
decided to go on living 

as a Jew should be 
appreciated. 

niti es that did not want to hea r 
atrocity s tori es or expressed 
shame a t the victims "passiv
ity" rather than at thei r own 
colossal wartime indifference. 

Even survivors who were 
deeply committed and well re
ceived were up ro oted and 
needed to move to new coun
tries to s tart new li ves. It was a 
chance to escape Jewish fate, a 
temptation to make a clean break 
with Jewish faith . 

In 1968, an extraordinary 
French Catholic young wpman 
served asanau pairinour home. 
She told us that she was driven 
from France by her mother's 
unrelenting opposition to her 
proposed marriage to a Jew. 

Her mother had passed by the 
infamous Draney railroad station 
and heard thousands ofrounded 
up Jewish chi ldren - some with 
family, some torn from their par
enfs - crying and screaming as 
they awaited transfer to trains to 
Auschwitz. Her mother swore 
that no grandchild of hers would 
ever be exposed to such a fate. 

Try to understand the deci
sion of Secretary of State 

Madeleine Albright' s parents. 
The Korbels escaped the worst 
by being abroad during the Ho
locaust but their fami ly did not. 

Think of Madeleine Albright 
rushing through life as her 
cousin, Magda, and others called 
out to her. 

Another heart-stopping Ho
locaust scene comes to mind. 

A Jewess, passing as a gen
tile, is walking hastily toward 
her destination when a 
"schmalzownik" - a gentile 
who preyed on hidden Jews by 
threatening to expose them -
calls out to her. 

Her heart is beating wildly 
but she keeps a straight face. 
She mus t not let on or all is lost. 
If she stops, she is trapped in 
Jewish fate. If she turns around, 
all her incredible hiding effort is 
for nothing. She presses forward 
as if she does not hear. 

On Yorn HaShoah, judgment 
should not be passed on the 
Korbels. The incredible hero
ism of every survi vor who de
cided to go on li ving as a Jew 
should be appreciated. 

What a willingness to un
dergo Kiddush Hasham (mar
tyrdom), what unquenchable 
faith in the possibility of tikkun 
olam (repairing the world), these 
survivors expressed. 

Yorn H aShoah is the day to 
unconditionally sing the praises 
of every Jew who did not- and 
of all Jews who do not - flee 
their identity. A second moment 
of silent homage, honoring the 
bravery of survivors, should be 
added to this day. 

OnYomHaShoah,G-dshould 
put on two pairs of tefillin in 
which it is written "who is like 
you people, Israel? A unique na
tion in the whole world!" 

For one day, let's stop under
estimating the daily courage of 
survivors and all Jews alike. If it 
happened once, it can happy 
again - however unlikely that 
fate seems all yearlong in 
America. 

On Yorn HaShoah, let's take 
one more pledge: I will learn, I 
will live, I will celebrate - my
self, with my family, my friends. 

Never again should any Jew
ish child or adult be so deprived 
of their birthright of Jewish joy, 
distinction and meaning that 
they would question whether it 
was worth the risk. 

A Silent Prayer 
A Jerusalem taxi driver bows his head in remembrance as 

traffi c stops for two minutes in Israel each year to honor those 
who died in the Holocaust. Herald photo by Emily Torgm, 
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Lessons In Print 
by Tara V. Lisciandro 

Herald Ed itor 
Recently a wide selection of 

new books, dealing with various 
aspectsofJudaismand Holocaust 
survivors has been released. 
Many are by local authors of the 
Rhode Island and Massachusetts 
area. Part of educating for a 
brighter future is unders tanding 
the past and present. 

Written in Memory, Portraits of 
the Holocaust, photos by Jeffrey 
A. Wolin, Chronicle Books. A 
collection of personal and CO!l)

pelling snapshots of survivors. 
Each page is uniquely decorated 
with the words of every witness. 

The Journey Home , Jewish 
Women and The American Cen
tury, by Joyce Antler, The Free 

Press. Jewish women's contri
butions to American life. The 
author is a professor a t Brandeis 
University. 

Castles Burning, A Child's Life 
in War , by Magda Denes, 
Norton. A survivor recounts her 
s tory as a child in wa rtime 
Budapest. 

The Boys. Story of 732 young 
concentration camp survivors by 
MartinGilbert,HenryHolt& Co. 
The true story of 732 young boys 
foundaftercamp liberation. They 
were flown to England and have 
kept in touch ever si nee. 

The Man in the Box, a novel by 
Thomas Moran, Riverhead 
Books. Story of a Jewish doctor 
who saves a you ng girl in an 
Austrian vi ll<t9e. Once the war 

begins, the doctor asks the girl 's 
family to return the favor by 
hiding him. 

In the Footsteps , by Rabbi 
Norbert Weinberg, Block Pub
lishing. A collection of lectures 
on contemporary Judai sm . 
Weinberg is from Congrega lion 
Adas lsrael, Fall Ri ver, Mass. 

Call of the Shofar, by H. Daniel 
Hasse nfeld , lmagigra phics . 
Various issues of Judaism dis
cussed through lectures given 
a tCongregationShaarei Tefillah 
in Newton, Mass. · 

Misha , by Misha Defonseca, 
Mt. Ivy Press. The truestoryof a 
young girl's escape through the 
forests of Nazi-occupied Eu
rope, in search of her parents 
and befriended by wolves. 

Nationwide Ceremonies Remember Holocaust Victims 
"The black smoke became thicker 

and darker and choking, bringing 
with it the smell of burning fat and 
bone and hair. As evening came the 
whole sky was red. Smoke and flames 
were pouring out ofa/1 thechimnei;s 
now. None of us slepi-that night . It 
was no longer possible to pretend 
even to yourself that the stories were 
really not true. All that we had heard 
and guessed was now before our 
eyes . Here were the death factories ." 
- Kitty, age 14 

On Holocaust Remembrance 
Day (or Yorn HaShoah) on May 
4, the Jewish victims of the Ho
locaust will be remembered in 
so lemn ceremonies world wide. 
In the United States, the B'nai 
B' rith Center for Community 
Action is organizing the pro-

gram in 230 U.S. communities. 
Each participating community 
will reci te the names of the vic
tims, their ages, places of birth 
a nd death. Some will read the 
victims' names non-stop for 24 
hours; others will read poems 
and have first-person accounts 
of the concentration camps by 
Holocaust survivors. 

Each community will focus 
attention on remembering the 
chi ld victi ms whose bright fu
tures and dreams were extin
guished during the H olocaus t. 
Since they could notbeexploited 
as slave labor, the children were 
dispensable to the Nazis and 
were the first victims to be trans
ported to the death camps and 
exterminated. 

"Unto Every Person There is 
a ame" is a ceremony that gives 
back the names- real names
if only for a moment- to those 
who were robbed of thei r iden
tities a long wi th their lives," said 
Tommy P. Baer, international 
president of B'nai B' rith. 

Started eigh t years ago by 
Jerusalem's Yad Vashem Holo
caust Memorial Center, the pro
gram invo lves the participation 
of thousands of people through
out the world . Israel's speaker 
of the Knesset, Dan Tichon, is 
the sponsor of this year's pro
gram with Yad Vasjiem. 

One of the largest ceremo
nies, 1,000 people, will take place 
a t Faneuil Hall in Boston. For 
information, call (202) 857-6582. 

Fur~estyle 
Trunk Show 

Monday through Saturday, 
May Sth·thru 10th 

Choose from scores of styles of fur-lined and 

reversible coats and jackets, made to your 

specifications. For outside shell select poplin, leather, 

cashmere, wool, silk, Ultra-suede, or microfiber; then, 

use your old fur for the warm, luxurious lining. (We 

shear bu lk:y furs to make them flat.) 

Off season rates prevail. We accept trade-ins. 

Transform your out-of fashion fur into one of our 

fabu lous fur-lined fashions and earn up to 1500 

AAdvantage Incentive Miles. 

Fur Storage by Fur Experts 
821-6000 

for free bonded pick-up service. 

WA\..H.HARRIS 
New England's Largest Exclusive Furriers. 

Rotlle. 2 • Warwick • R.L · 'laity 10-6, Thursday 'til 9 • 821-6000 • Founded 1908 

Yom HaShoah Program Features 
Hawthorne String Quartet 

The music of Theresienstadt 
concentration camp, performed 
by the Hawthorne String Quar
tet, will honor those who per
ished in the Holocaust during 
this year's Yorn HaShoah (Ho
locaust Memorial Day) Com
memoration on May 4 from 4 to 
6 p.m. at Temple Emanu-El, 99 
Taft Ave. in Providence. 

Formed in 1986, the 
Hawthorne String Quartet is 
comprised of vio linists Roman 
Lefkowitz and Si-Jing Huang, 
and from the Boston Symphony 
Orchestra, violi nist Mark Ludwig 
and cellist Sa to Knudsen. The 
quartet will play selections writ
ten by composers who perished 
in the Theresienstadt concentra
tion camp with a narration by 
Mark Ludwig. 

The qua rtet's first recording, 
entitled "Chamber Music from 
Theresienstadt," has received in
ternational critica l acclaim and 
won the Preis der Schallplatten-

kritik in 1991. Their "Silenced 
Voices" CD once again pre
miered the music of composers 
persecuted during World War 
II. These two recordings were 
produced through the efforts of 
the Terezin Chamber Music 
Foundation, a non-profit orga
nization dedicated to assuring 
the permanence of the music 
written by composers who per
ished in the Holocaust. 

Following the program,a tra
ditional solemn candlelight pro
cession will make its way from 
the temple to the Garden of Re
membrance at the Rhode Island 
Holocaust Memorial Museum 
on Elmgrove A venue. 

If you would like the names 
of friends or relatives who were 
killed in- the Holocaust to be 
read during the memoria l or 
would like more information on 
the ceremo ni es, ca ll _ the 
museum's director of educa ti on, 
Beth Cohen, at 453-7860. 

Holocaust Memorial 
Herald photc by Emily Torga,r 

Interfaith Service Remembers 
Children of the Holocaust 

The 22nd annual Interfaith 
Community Wide Service of Re
membrance commemora ting 
Yorn HaShoah, the Day of the 
Holocaust, will take place on May 
4 at 1 p.m. in the main sanctuary 
of Temple Shalom in Middle
town. This event memorializes 
the 6 million Jews and 7 million 
other persons who perished d ur
ing this tragic period in world 
history. 

The theme of this year's obser
vance will be devoted to the chil
dren of the Holocaust. Statistics 
tell us that only 11 percent of the 
approximate 1.7 million chi ldren 

under the age of 16 alive in 1939 
survived the Second World War. 
" It is difficult to fathom," com
mented Rabbi MarcS.Jagolinzer, 
coordinator of this annual ser
vice, "that 1.5 miHion of them 
were killed in the Holocaust." 

According to the rabbi, this 
service wi ll honor the memories 
of those children who perished 
with special readings, prayers, 
poetry and music, which will be 
provided by violinist Emily An
thony. TI1e chi ldren of The Sam
uel Zi lman Bazarsky Religious 
School will participate . 

The service is open to all. 
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THE JEWISH COMMUNITY 

Touro Synagogue 
Guides Visitors 

The fourth annual Newport Religious 
Heritage Week, April 24 to May 4, com
memorates the diversified religious tra
dition of Newport County. Touro Syna
gogue, home to the oldest synagogue in 
the United States, participated by offer
ing a variety of interesting, historical 
open house tours. Touro also partici
pated in re li gious discussions he ld 
throughout the week. 

Herald photo by Tara V. Lisciandro 

Electric Companies Donate 
Site for R.I. Heritage Center 

R.I. Jewish Historical 
Association Joins as 
Founding Partner 

New England Electric Sys
tem and The Narragansett Elec
tric Company announced April 
14 that its decommissioned 
South Street Power Station, lo
cated on the waterfront in down
town Providence, will be home 
to Heritage Harbor , Rhode 
Island 's first statewide heritage 
center. The announcement was 
made by New England Electric 
System President & C.E.O. John 
Rowed uring a news conference 
held at the power station site. 

The Rhode Island Historical 
Society, more than 12 loca l his
torical societies, including the 
R.I. Jewish Historical Associa
tion, preservation groups, his
tory museums and allied orga
nizations are part of the Heri
tage Harbor consortium which 
has been working for at least 10 
years to make this heri tage cen
ter a rea lity. NEES and Nar
ragansett Electric have donated 
the building and the two-acre 
property it stands on, and have 
alrea-dy completed interior 
demolition to read y the build
ing for museum cons truction. 
Thecompany'sgi ft to the project 
totals several million dollars. 

"Within the wa lls of this beau
tifully designed building, we will 
see an innovative museum de
velop-a museum that tells sto
ri es of the people who founded 
Rhode Island over 350 years ago 
and those who ca me after them, 

who together have contributed 
to the rich ethnic and cultural 
fabric of life in Rhode Island," 
said Albert Klyberg, executive 
director of the Rl Historical Soci
ety and acting executive director 
of Heritage Harbor. 

The museum will bring to
gether the stories and treasures 
of 12Rhode Island historical and 
cultura l organizations. !t will fea
ture Native American, African 
American, Hispanic, Asian and 
·European immigrant groups, 
a long with organizations pro
moting Rhode Island's industrial, 
military, sports and maritime 
heritage. 

Unlike conventional muse
ums, Heritage Harbor will bring 
history to life through festivals, 
theater, art, interactiveexhibi try, 
children's play areas, boat rides, 
and unique restaurants, shops 
and ga lleries . The museum will 
be home to a working diner, the 
world's l~ngest model railroad, 

a life-size rep lica of a 15th-cen
tury caravel (a vessel which 
brought the first European ex
plorers to "the shores o f Rhode 
lsland);a workingCorlisss earn 
engine; unique holographic and 
interactive exhibits; and the 
nation's first high-definition 
heritage theater. 

Under the leadership of the 
Rhode Island Historical Society, 
Heritage Harbor founding part
ner members include: Rhode Is
land Jewish Historical Associa
tion; American Diner Museum; 
Italian American Historical Soci
ety of Rhode Island; Museum of 
Natural History, Roger Williams 
Park; Portuguese Cultural Foun
dation; Providence Jewelry Mu
seum; Rhode Island Black Heri
tage Society; Rhode Island Heri
tage Hall of Fame; Rhode Island 
Indian Counci l; Rhode Island 
Mi litary Collectio~; and the 
Steamship Historica l Society of 
America, Inc. 

If your bathtub, ceramic tiles or sink are worn, chipped, 
stained and hard to keep clean, call us, tl)e refinishing 

experts. Let Perma-Novations resurface them and make 
them look brand new. We offer a complete selection of 

colors including white. Ask about our li fetime guarantee. 

.UJ ;· , -.. - ::~~:OR FR;~;~;;:o 
Pawtucket 722-5056 
SPRING SPECIAL 
s100 OFF any bathtub refinishing 

PERMA-NOVATIONS offer expires 4 /30/97 

B'nai B'rith Launches 
Search for Best Jewish 
Communities in the U.S. 

What makes a grea t Jewish 
city? Is it the number of syna
gogues, delis qr Jewish comm u
ni ty centers? Is it a -place that is 
affordable or welcoming to new
comers? 

B' nai B' rith's Center for Jew
ish Identity is sea rching for the 
best small, medium and large 
cities for Jewish people in the 
United States contemplating 
moving to a new city who want 
to li ve a Jewish life. 

The center wi ll publish the 
results in a bookle t nex t yea r as 
a guide for people in va rious 
s tages of life, including si ng les, 
young married couples and par
en ts of young children. The 
guide will provide information 
on the avai labili ty of suchameni
ties as kosher res taurants, Jew
ish community centers, syna
gogues and day schools. · 

Dr. Rela Mintz Geffen, a pro
fessor of sociology at Gratz Col
lege in Philadelphia who re
cently spoke in Rhode Is land , 
will work with B'nai B'rith to 
collect and compile the data . 

B'nai B' rith is worki ng with 
Jewish federations and other 
agencies to ga ther the informa-

tion and is looking for the pub
lic to suggest a particular city 
for inclusion in the guide. To 
nominate a favorite city, fill out 
a questionnaire available from 
the center by calling (202) 857-
6577 or sending email to: 
CJl@bnaibrith.org. (Don't forget 
that Rhode Island is full of excit
ing Jewish communities that 
have a lot to offer!) 

"There is a wealth of general 
information available on differ
ent cities such as cost of living 
a nd average temperatures, but 
there is nothing available about 
li vi ng Jewishly," sa id Barbara 
Stollman, chairman of the Cen
ter for Jewish Identity. "For Jew
is h people contemplating a 
move, thi s guide will help them 
make a more educated deci
sion." 

The Center for Jewish Iden
tity promotes Jewish commu
nity and family life through a 
variety of educational programs 
and inter-generational activities. 

To lea rn more about the cen
te r or B' nai B' rith activities 
around the world from the In
ternet, see http: / /www. 
bnaibrith.org. 

Miriam Women's 
Association Turns 100 

T he Miri am Hospital 
Women's Association will cel
ebrate its 100th an niversary on 
May 14, with a birthday lun
cheon a t Ledgemont Country 
club. 

Lenore Leach is chairwoman 
of the even t, Sylvia Brown is 
treasurer, Patricia G. Cohen de
signed the invitations, Terry 
Lieberman is in charge o f pub
licity, Barbara Rosen isi ncharge 
of rese rva tions, a nd Lillian 
Zarum is in charge of deco ra
tions . Co-presidents o f The 
Miriam Hospital Women's As
soda tion are HarrietSamors and 
Morrisa Zwetchkenbaum. 

The featured speaker will be 
Charlotte Fedders, author of 
Sha ttered Dreams and an advo
ca te for victims of domestic vio
lence. 

In celebration of its centen
nial , The Miriam Hospita l 
Women's Associa tion has pub
lished a 64-page pictorial his
tory de tailing the 100 years from 
its incep tion as The Miriam 
Lodge in 1897. The book will be 
dis tributed at the luncheon as a 

· keepsake g ift to association 
members. For more information, 
call The Miriam Hospital 
Women's Association at 331-
8500, ext. 32520. 

PRE-KINDERGARTEN 
September I 99 7 to June I 9915 

OFFERS THREE- AN D FOUR-YEAR-OLD CHILDREN 
AN OPPORTUNITY TO LEARN AND PLAY TOGETHER 

An excellent Judaic and Secular curriculum combines 
all aspects of a quality early childhood experience• 

Certified Early Childhood Teacher 

Half or Full Day 8:30 to 12:00 or 8:30 to 3:30 
Schedule Available 

Please call the school for additional information 

33 1-5327 
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BAR MITZVAH • BAT MITZVAH • BIRTHDAY 

[J>,upwted meat.,, w get daiflJ ... 
f,oJt CUUf oaa,,.,um, 

RHODE ISLAND'S PREMIER 
KOSHER CATERER 

CATERING FOR ALL OCCASIONS 
JEFFRE'( INGBER • 80 BROWN STREET, PROVIDENCE• CALL FOR A MENU TODAY: 273-0210 

© UNDER THE STRICT SUPERVISION OF THE VAAD HAKASHRUTH OF RHDDE ISLAND 

A~ &oo~w.n LIMOUSINE 
GREEN • LOGAN • NEW YORK 

Wedding • Bar /Bat Mitzvahs • Corporate Specialists 

Call Eric Weiner and receive 15% off with this ad. Luxury Transportation 
Specialists Email: allocclimo@aol.com • 1-800-454-1380 • 454-1380 

Stationer~ and Invitations for 
ever~ occasion at discount prices 

~ 

L~nne Grant- (401) 947-2979 

5~ Appointment Onl~ 

Rhode Island } Premiere Wedding Speciali.sts 
950 North Quidnessett Road, North Kingstown• 884-1100 

Picture-Perfect Wedding 
Ceremonies & Elegant Receptiom. 
Particular care is taken in planning your very 
special day. Food is expertly prepared and offered 
with the finest of service. Our elegant private 
rooms accommo<latc from 50 co 500 guests. 

Let our experienced staff guide you 
through every detail from start to finish. 
Together we can plan the petfect wedding. 

, r ,v ll' )_ ' ,1, \ 

GIVE MOM AM 
ach year, people wrestle with wh 
Candy? Dioner at a fancy restau 
ideas. 

There is one way you can show mom you 
your siblings. 

Give her a cow - a symbol of motherly lov 

You can "give" your mom a cow throug 
rescue and protection program. Your mother 
the cow's "biography," a personalized adopti 
a wallet-size adoption card - all for the pric 

Your adoption gift provides nourishing fo 
and tender-loving care for your adopted cow. 

The cows up for adoption reside at Farm S 
tion for neglected farm animals. Since 1986, 
viding lifelong care for thousands of needy f 

During its field investigations, Farm Sane 
of cruelty and neglect, but law enforcement of 
tion, many states specifically exclude cows an 

The organization has led several campaig 
ing prosecuting cow abusers for cruelty an 
from practices such as dragging and abandoru 

A cow adoption gift is the perfect way toe 
you have a heart for animals too. The adoptio 
tion kit by calling Farm Sanctuary's Adopt-A ' 

To receive free information on Farm Sanctua 
Glen, N.Y. 14891. 

Serving 
Rhode Island's 

families and 
businesses 
since 1976 

The photography of people, private fur 



DO-YING GIFT 
t to buy mom for Mothe r 's Day: Flowers? 
·ant? But those a ren ' t exactly unique g ift 

¼ppreciation tha t won' t be duplica ted by 

i and d evotion . 

th e Adopt-A-Cow project, a unique cow 
!ill receive a color p ho tograph of he r cow, 
t certificate with xour m o ther 's nam e, and 
)fa little hay. 

I, ve terina ry care, clean straw -filled ba rns 

1ctuary, a shelter and protection organiza-
m Sanctua ry has been rescuing and pro

m a nimals. 

ary found tha t cows a re often the v ictims 
cia ls ra rely p rosecute the abusers. In addi
othe r farm animals fro m anti-cruelty law s. 

to stop the mistrea tment o f cows, includ-
assing s ta te legis la tion p rotecting cows 

nent. 

press your love to m om - and show tha t 
I fee is $15. You can o rde r your cow ad op
Cow toll-free ho tline, 888-SPONSOR. 

y campaigns, w rite to P.O . Box 150, Watkins 

EAST 
TD• GREENWICH 

PHOTO 
1sie Dittelman 
884-0220 • (800) 398-2087 
, anal Photographer Association of Rhode Island 

A historical 
document 
of who we 

were and how 
we lived .. . 

unctions. and corporate gatherings. 
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ENGAGEMENT • WEDDING • ANNIVERSARY 

MAX FORMAL CO. 
"America's #1 Name in Active Wear" 
Linens • Underwear • Work Clothes • Hosiery 

Established in 1953 
Staff Shirts • T-Shirts • Sweatshirts Etc. 

Max 
Formal 

Co. 
Custom Printed With Your Name and/or Custom Design 

Sp ecializing in Bar/Bat Mitzvahs and 
Corporate S creenprinting 
BEST PRICES • BEST QUALITY 

421-3268 • 1158-1164 North Main Street , Providence, R.I. 02904 

GRADUATION AND MEMORIAL DAY 
60% DISCOUNT ON SOME SELECTED GRADUATION 

AND ALL PURPOSE PAPJ:R SU PPtlES 
25% OFF All Printed Tableware, Cups, Plates, Napkins, Table Covers 

PARTY SUPPLIES FOR ALL OCCASIONS 

THE "ONLY'' PAR1YWAREHOUSE ~-
MONDAY-THURSDAY 9:30 AM---6 PM, FRIDAY 9:30 AM- 7 PM, SATURDAY 9:30 AM--5 PM, SUNDAY CLOSED 

310 EAST AVE., PAWTUCKET• 726-2491 • JEANNE STEIN• ALWAYS DISCOUNT PRICES 

Crestwood Country Club 
A n elegantly appoinied setting for your Wedding. 

Localed on a quiet pond reflecting the 
picturesque countryside . 

Rehearsal Dinners • Wedding Ceremonies 
Wedding Receptions • Bar/Bat Mitzvahs 

90 Wheeler Street, Rehoboth , MA 
(508) 336-7570 

Attention Business Owners 
Special Occasions happen all the time. In the next couple of months people will 

be celebrating, Mother's Day, Father's Day , graduations , weddings, anniversaries, 
family reunions and many more exciting events . Your ad in the Rhode Island Jewish 

Herald will bring the people shopping for these events to your business at a very 
reasonable price. Our ads start at just $5 . 60 

Call 724-0200 today to see what the Rhode Island Jewish Herald can do for you. 

l 
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THE JEWISH COMMUNITY 

JERI Brings Passover Joy to Elderly - Kennedy Aide Allays 
Senior Housing Fears by Bonnie Ryvicker 

The Jewish Eldercare of 
Rhode Island Program gears up 
at holiday times in an attempt to 
meet the spiritual needs of resi
dents. Nice stories are always a 
delight to share for they show 
that not only has JERI accepted 
the responsibility of meeting 
residents' spiritual needs but 
many of the nursing homes and 
the assisted living facilities have 
been educated by us to pay at
tention to the spiritual needs of 
their Jewish residents. 

Recently I received a phone 
call from the daughter of a resi
dent at the Cedar Crest Nursing 
Home in Cranston. She re
quested to borrow some Pass
over supplies from us: matza h, 
haggadot, wine, a seder plate, 
charoset,etc. We,ofcourse, were 
delighted to accommodate this 
request, but were curious to 
knowwhatwas planned .To my 
surprise, her family and friends 
were taking their family seder 
to Grandma and the other Jew
ish residents at Ceder Crest. 
Friends and fami ly were doing 
all thecookingandall those who 
could not get out to attend a 
seder at the homes of family 
members, were invi ted. Yasher 
Koach to the Dansicker family 
and to Ceder Crest for this inno
vative way of celebrating 

Pesach. 
A month ago, a call came into 

the JERI office from the Brown 
family in East Greenwich with 
an offer of an invitation to an 
elderly person in the East Green
wich area to attend their family 
seder. Given the difficulty of 
physically moving most of tne 
residents around, I suggested 
that she visit a specific lady that 
we knew in a Warwick nursing 
home, hoping that by establish
mg a relationship with her firs t, 
perhaps the resident would then 
feel comfortable about going to 
their home for Pesach. 

Around noon on the morn
ing of Pesach, Edmund Place, 
an East Providence nursing 
home, called us to see if they 
could borrow a seder plate. We 
just happened to have one and 
they did borrow it. They held a 
seder o n the third night of 
Pesach, conducted by one of 
their residents. We were thrilled 
they had the interest to do some
thing for the holiday. 

The Scallop Shell Nursing 
HomeinPeacedalehasoneJew
ish resident. Their dietitian 
called for Passover recipes so 
that he could please their resi
dent. 

This year, thanks to the 
Women's Association of the 
Jewish Home, we distributed 

. Your prayers l 
have been 
answered! 
Celebrate a weekend of 

Prayer, Women and Spirituality 

with special guests 

Rabbi Eliezer Diamond 
& 

Cantor Ida Rae Cabana 

Shabbat Services & Dinner, Friday, May 9 
Shabbat Services, Lecture & Saturday, May 10 

The Annual Benton A. Odessa Concert 
Saturday, May 10 at 9:00 p.m. 

Breakfast, Petting Zoo & Arts Show, Sunday, May 11 

Temple Emanu-EI 
A Conservative congregation that's anyth ing blfl. 

99 Taft Avenue• Providence• Rhode Island • 02906 • 331-1616 

matzah to all the nursing homes 
along with o"ur gift of holiday 
videos and prayerbooks. Thank 
you notes have been coming in 
every day, often elaborating on 
their plans to use the videos and 
to provide additional Jewish 
programming for their resi
dents. 

In mid-March a call was re
ceived in the JERJ office from a 
man wbo was a recent convert 
to Judaism. He offered to help at 
a seder. Although his family is 
not Jewish, he now felt th~ need 
to feel connected to "his new 
people." He joined JERI for \he 
firstseder at Rosewood. Clearly, 
he was trying to build memo
ries of Pesach for himself while 
helping others. 

The first night of Pesach was 
celebrated at Rosewood with a 
full seder. Meals were provided 
by Izzy's and sponsored by the 
Jewish Home Corporation. 
Rabbi Douglas conducted the 
seder with resident participa
tion. 

by Sara Wise 
Herald Ed itor 

Paula Bradley, constituent 
field aide for Congressman 
Patrick Kennedy, spoke to a 
large group of seniors at the Jew
ishCommunityCenterofRhode 
Island on April 24 in an attempt 
to calm fears and provide infor
mation about federal rental sub
sidies, commonly known as Sec
tion 8 housing. 

Bradley was invited to speak 
to the senioi' adult program by 
Wilham Bretanha, a socia l work 
intern at the JCCRJ, after Bretanha 
received numerous questions 
and requests for information from 
seniors in the program. 

Rumors about the expiration 
of contracts for the privately 
owned, federally subsidized 
housing complexes for the eld
erly have created fear and con
fusion in recent months. 

Many seniors would be di
rectly affected by cuts in Section 
8 funding, so it was a relief for 
them to hear from Bradley that 
next year's federal budget pro-

vides guaranteed funding to re
new all U.S. Department of 
Housingand UrbanAffairscon
tracts, and tha t authorization 
language for the money has been 
included for the next five_years. 

In her presentation, Bradley 
assured ·senior citizens that 
"they would not be thrown out 
on the streets." She explained 
that while there ina y be changes 
inSection8 in the future, no one 
will lose their homes. 

Bradley also emphasized the 
voting power of Rhode Island's 
elderly population and the im
pact it can have. Rhode Island 
has the fourth highest popula
tion of senior citizens per capita 
in the United States (behind 
Florida, California and Arizona). 

The presentation was trans
lated into Russian and was fol
lowed by a question and answer 
period where Bradley addressed 
concerns of particular residents. 

If you have questions about 
the Section 8 p.rogram, call 
Mariana Lapidus, Russian in
terpreter for JCCRI, at861-8800. 

During the week of Pesach 
programs about Passover were 
presented in many facilities 
along with many model seders. 
For most of our residents, the 
highlight of the seder is often 
the chanting of the four ques
ti ons a nd the singing of 
"Dayenu." Memories are re
kindled of family ga therings. 
One can ' t help consider 
thoughtsoftimegoneby.Pesach 
is a beautiful holiday bringing 
with it memories which are both 
bitter and sweet. But with JERI , 
the memories are there for re
kindling. 

Kosher Mealsite Hopes to 
Open on Aquidneck Island 

Aquidneck Island senior citi
zens who want to attend a 
mealsite program with kosher 
meals are invited to respond to 
Jewish Family Service. 

The agency is exploring the 
possibility of opening a kosher 
mealsite on the island three days 
a week. One of those days would 
be Friday, so that seniors who 

NEil GREENFELD 
GENERAL CONTRACTOR 

KITCHEN 
REMODELING 
INTERIOR PAINTING/ 
WALLPAPERING/TILE 

TAKING CARE OF ALL 
YOUR BUILDING NEEDS 

783-0519 Lie. #4200 

Allstate· 
You're in good hands. 

Your house. Your Car. 
Your business. You. 
Michael D. Hagerty 

Allstate Insurance Company 
Blackstone Place 
727 East A venue 
Pawtucket, RI 02860 

Bus (401) 729-1911 
FAX (401) 729-1851 

For your insurance needs-
Being in good hands is the only place to be. 

()1996 Allst;1tc lnsur.mce Comp;iny and Allst.ite Life lnsur,1na:- Comp,1ny, Northbroo~, lltinoi~ 
Subject 10 loc,11 ;wai lability ,1nd qu,1lifk,1tions. Ollwr lcrms, conditions ,md l'Xdusions UM)' ,1pply 

live alone or who need help with 
meal preparation would be able 
to enjoy a traditional .Shabbat 
meal and the company of others, 
alongwithdiscussiongroupsand 
other activities. 

Those who would like to par
ticipate should call Jewish Fam
ily Service at 331-1244 or write 
the agency at 229 Waterman St., 
Providence, RJ 02906. 

Jewish Family Service cur
rently runs the popular JFS Ko
sherMealsiteinCranston, which 
serves more than 100 senior citi
zens in the Cranston/Warwick 
area. 

Jewish Singles 
Vacations 

Jewish Singles Vacations, a 
group tour organizer for Jewish 
singles from across North 
America, has announced the itin
eraries for its summer vacation 
packages. The trips will visit 
America's national parks. The 
first itinerary, July 27 to Aug. 3, 
will feature the Grand Canyon, 
Bryce National Park, Zion Na
tional Park, Monument Valley 
and Lake Powell. Highlights of 
the second trip, Aug. 2 to 10, will 
include Yellowstone National 
Park, the Grand Tetons, Mt. 

· Rushmore and the Black Hills. 
All trips are for Jewish 

singles, aged 30 to 49. 
For information, contact: Jew

ish Singles Vacations, P.O. Box 
211, Brookline, Mass. 02146, Tel. 
(617) 782-3396. 

The right lawyer 
makes the difference 

SaHU«trl~OU
rt~·aeL-, 

831-7855 
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Textron School Hosts 'Shalom Israel' 

by Tara V. Lisciandro 
Herald Edi tor Inside of Mr. Jarrid's history 

classroom of the Textron 
Chamberof Commerce Acad

emy in Providence, a group of 
almost fifty high schools stu
dents sat attentively. The new 
school opened one year ago and 
serves about 180 students who 
are at risk of dropping out. The 
Textron school assists the stu
dents with a "Study to Work" 
program which gives stud_ents 

gram encouraged and taught 
about Israeli culture and tradi
tion. Erma Gross and Gertrude 
Max headed the program, which 
has been put on throughout RI 
public schools for almost eight 
years. Judge Howard I. Lipsey, 
of the RI Family Court, was the 
gu~st speaker. Lipsey served in 
the volunteer Israeli Army in 
1984. "I got more out of it that I 
gave,"said Lipsey. He served in 
the army with not only Ameri
cans but Europeans and lsrae-

an unforgettable experience for 
everyone. 

The goal of the presentation 
was to encourage students and 
promote a multi-ethnic under
standing of the country of Is
rael. "These kids look just like 
the Israeli kids do," said Gross. 
She and Max emphasized the 
similarities between the two 
countries. They also made stu
dents aware of the differences 
between one another's cultures. 
The school system and career 
goals, for example, were inter
esting comparisons for the high 
school students. When asked 
what the students would do 
after high school, most re
sponded with "go to college" 
or "start working." Therefore 
the mandatory service for the 
Israeli army, for 18-year-old 
women and men, was one of 
the most surprising differences 
between the two cultures tha t 
made students' eyes open. 

CURIOUS STUDENTS at the Textron Chamber of Commerce 
Academy carefu lly look at the tab le decorated with objects from 
Israel. Herald pltoto by Tara V. Lisciamfro 

The presentation a lso in
cluded a short video about an 
average Israeli family as well as 
a table decorated with various 
objects from Israel. Dresses, 
shawls, hats, jewelry, foods, 
statues and other items were 
placed upon a long table for the 
students to pick up, look at and 
try on. 

responsibilities and helps them 
prepare for their future. 

"Shalom Israel" was pre
sented for these students by the 
RI section of the National Coun
ci l of Jewish Women. The edu
cational program was not a po
litical discussion about current 
issues in Israel, instead the pro-

lis. "The relationships between 
the various Jews was interest
ing," he added . The judge also 
stated that it was a positive ex
perience not only for himself 
but for the Israe lis as well. Israel 
is used to seeing monetary do
nations but seeing hardworking 
foreign Jews in their country was 

"Shalom Israel" was a suc
cessful presentation at the 
Textron School. "The more they 
learn, the more personal deci
sions they can make on their 
own," said Lipsey. Programs 
such as the one offered by the 
National Council of Jewish 
Women add greatly to the edu
cation of our future leaders. 

Rescuer Tells Her Story 
Marion P. Pritchard, a native 

of the Netherlands who between 
1942 and 1945 was responsible 
for saving the lives of more than 
100 Jewish children and adults 
who would have been killed by 
the Nazis, will be speak at Con
gregation Agudath Achim, 36 
Winthrop St., Taunton,Mass., at 
the Sabbath evening service May 
9 at 8 p.m. 

Rabbi Maurice Weisenberg 
extends an invitation to the gen
eral community to come to listen 
to the story of a woman who 
defied the Nazi regime to be
come a rescuer. Pritchard has 
been honored by Yad Vashem, 

the Holocaust Museum in Israel, 
with the Medal for the Righteous 
Gentile. She has also had a tree 
planted in her name in the Av
enue of Righteous Gentiles in 
Jerusalem. This pastyearshe was 
awarded the Raoul Wallenberg 
Medal. Pritchard is also the re
cipient of the "Courage to Care" 
award, by the Anti Defamation 
League, and the Myrtle Wreath 
given by Hadassah. 

As important and interest
ing as it is to hear the story of 
those who experienced the 
horrors of the Holocaust and 
survived to testify for the his
torical record, it is a lso impor-

tant that we learn about those 
who were themselves not Jew
ish, but who put their own 
Ii ves at risk to save Jews by 
enabling them to escape de
portation to death camps or 
by providing them with food 
or a place to hid. While most 
people turned their backs on 
those who were being victim
•ized, a small number of people 
were willing to put their · 
own lives in danger in 
order to save others from 
persecution. 

For information, call 
(508) 822-3230, or (508) 824-
2899. 

JWI Holds Conference in Newport 
Jewish Women International 

(formerly B'nai B'rith Women) 
will hold itsregional springcon
ference in Newport May 2 to 4. 

ebrate the100th anniversary of 
Jewish Women International. 
T.here will also be a Yorn 
HaShoah commemoration at 
Touro Synagogue. 

Jewish Women International, 
founded as B'nai B'rith Women 
in 1897, works loca lly, nation-

a lly, and internationally to 
champion the righ'ts of 
women, safeguard the 
emotional we ll -being of 
children, and perpetuate 
Jewish life and va lues. 

Fo"r more information, 
ca ll (800) 232-2624. 

The conference at the Marriott 
Hotel offers a weekend of lec
tures, workshops on leadership, 
idea sharing and a chance to 
explore the city as Jewish 
women from the North At
lantic Region gather to eel- Is Your Wedding Insured? 

YOU'RE LEAVING? 
Take time to let us know. 

Whenever and wherever you 
go, we want you to tell ue 
a~out it. Us. Not the Post 
Office. They don't tell us ev
erything.you know! Call uaat 

724-0200, and keep in 
touch. 

(The average nonrefundable deposit is $18,000!) 

Call 800-735-LQSS or 401-274-0303 ~ 
- ask for Roy, he' ll tell you how you 
can make sure your wedding goes 
just as p lanned! 

Abedon & Finkelman Wedding Insurance 
81 Soulh Angell Street, Providence, RI 02906 http://www.finkelman .com 

NCJW Honors Hoffman 
The Rhode Island Section of 

the National Council of Jewish 
Women will hold a Community 
Service Award luncheon on May 
8 at noon at the Ledgemont 
Country Club. 

The luncheon, a benefit for 
NCJWCommunityServicesand 
the scholarship program, will 
honor1997CommunityService 
Award winner Herta Hoffman 

At the Council 's Volunteer 
Recognition Da y in 1987, 
Hoffman, theunanimouschoice 
of the selection committee, was · 
the first R.I. section recipient of 
the celebrated Hannah G. 
Solomon Award, the highest na
tional award that NCJW can 
bestow. Her good deeds are leg
endary and have been an ex
traordinary source of assistance 
and comfort to many. Withchar
acteristic humility, Hoffman is 
incredulous of the extensive 
honors she has received for work 
she loves to do . 

In 1939, at the outbreak of 
World War II in Europe, 
Hoffman, with her husband 
Bruno, fled Vienna ai:id came to 
Providence. Shortly after arriv
ing, they founded the Rhode ls
land Self Help Program for 
Emigres, a social and support 
group for Jewish people adjust
ing to their new lifestyles. After 
joining the Council in the early 
1950s, Hoffman became in
volved in and soon assumed the 
chairmanship of the Council's 
Service to the Foreign Born, 
helping to resettle and find jobs 
for hundreds of Jewish refugees 
from many countries, including 
vast numbers from the Soviet 
Union after a change in their 

emigration policy. Hoffman 
opened her heart to them all, 
warmly welcoming as many as 
possible to her home for Sab
bath dinner and assisting them 
in countless other ways. 

Also a business woman, 
Hoffman found time to serve as 
presidentofHadassah Business 
and Professionals as well as to 
do significant resettlement work 
for Jewish Family Service and 
HIAS. She has been .an active 
participant in kosher Meals on 
Wheels, Jewish Federation, 
Temple Emanu-El, the Jewish 
Community Center and other 
human service organiza tions in 
Rhode Island. 

In 1983, the Jewish Commu
nity Center recognized her with 
its Outstanding Volunteer 
Award. In 1989, she received the 
OutstandingCitizenAwardfrom 
the International Institute of 
Rhodelsland , lnc., a United Way 
partner agency whose mission is 
to help immigrant and refugee 
populations s tart a new life in the 
United States. There have been 
numerous government citations 
and proclamations. 

With each honor, Hoffman 
has emphasi-zed that she feels 
privileged to perform whatever 
tasks she can for the commu
nity. She gratefully pays tribute 
to her late husband "for his in
valuable help, understanding 
and sharing" of her activities 
and to her parents, who per
ished in Auschwitz, for instill
ing in their children the impor
tance of goodness and concern 
for others. 

For information on the lun
cheon, call 725-5951. 

JACK M. MINKIN dba/Ti le-Set 

CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION AND REPAIRS 
Cleaning, Regrouting, Sealing - Leaks Fixed 

AL L AROUND HANDYMAN 
LEGAL COVERIN G OF ASBESTOS PIPES 

All High Quality Guaranteed Work 

"A TROUBL:ESHOOTER WITH IDEAS" PAG ER # 763-6611 

INSURED • R.I. LICENSE NO, 4210 • REFERENCES • 789-2322 

c@@l. .. 
free gift wrapping 

stone blossom 
ACCENTS FOR THE HOME & GARDEN 

I Alfred Stone Road· Pawtucket, RI· (401) 727- 4844 
ope11 tuesday - saturday 1 Oam -6/)111 · sunday I 2 110011 -4/}m 



----------- ---

~ •14 ---=ll'HE RHODE l:SLANE> JEWISH HER.M.:D;a1HURSDA Y,;,MA¥ i•;1~7 

FEATURE 
Cape Verde Comes To Rhode Island 

by Tara V. Lisciandro 
Herald Editor 

Three hundred miles off the 
coast of Senegal in West Africa, 
lie the remote islands of Cape 
Verde. The archipelago is made 
up of 10 small islands, each with 
their individual treasures and 
history. 

The former Portuguese 
colony served as a refuge for 
diaspora Jews. From the time of 

though many had converted to 
Christianity because of the In
quisition, families attempted to 
keep and remember their Judaic 
faith in Cape Verde. 

However, generations later, 
many are unaware of their true 
heritage and religious back
ground. If Portuguese families 
in the Rhode Island and south
easternMassachusettsarea were 
to look back at their genealogy, 

Cape Verdian artwork is on display at their cultural center in 
Pawtucket. Herald photo by Tara V. Liscia11dro 

the Inquisition until the end of 
the 19th century, many Jews 
found a safe haven in Cape 
Verde. Evidence of their exist
ence is revealed by the tomb
stones that are still scattered 
throughout the islands. Al-

many would, most likely, find a 
trace of Jewish identity. 

Ismael DaSilva,a native Cape 
Verdean, is just one of many to 
have done so. He has discov
ered Jewish heritage in his gene
a Iogy. For eight years DaSilva 

-------------------~ 
M•\iJMUiNUiflUMUI Coll 24 hours ~ 72S-440Si f THIS COUPON IS WORTH 5% OFF ANY WORK 1 
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worked at the Jewish Commu
nity Center in Providence as of
ficer manager. DaSilva is now 
the president of the new Cape 
VerdeanAmericanCommunity 
Development center, in Paw
tucket. The CACD center is a 
non-profitorganization promot
ing and helping to explore the 
Cape Verdean history and tra
ditions. The entrance of the cen
ter is brightly decorated with 
various pieces of Cape Verdean 
art, such as paintings, baskets 
and ceramics. There is also a 
display of Cape Verdean litera
ture and music. "The goal is to 
have a museum to bring out the 
culture of Cape Verde," said 
DaSilva. "There are about 
15,000 Cape Verdeans in Paw
tucket, 50,000 in Rhode Island 
and 500,000 in the United 
States," he added. 

up so that "kids are well pre
pared for the year 2000," stated 
DaSilva. Currently the center is 
looking for volunteer computer 
teachers and tutors. 

Future plans for the center 
include a day care center, library, 
gift shop, additional classrooms 
conference rooms and new of
fices. "We are also looking for 
volunteers and mentors to help 
us provide more services to the 

By learning more about 
Cape Verdean culture 

and history, we may be 
able to learn and 

discover more about 
our backgrounds and 
ourselves. Thanks to 
CACD that has now 

become even easier to do. 

community and we accept do
nations. We are administered 
by a group of volunteers. There
fore 100 percent of the money is 
used to provide services to the 
community" sa id DaSilva. 

In order to assist the CACD 
center, the organization will be 
celebrating its third anniversary 

with a gala Cape Verdean Music 
and Culturar Award Show on 
May 24 at the RI Convention 
Center. "It's expected to bea·sqld
out event with more than 2,400 
people. The theme will be 'Cel
ebrating Cape Verde Music'," 
said DaSilva. Other than great 
Cape Ver?eanmusic talents there 
will be many government repre
sentatives such as the prime min
ister and ambassador of Cape 
Verde. "Also,adelegationofnew 
media from Cape Verde will be 
here to report the event to Cape 
Verde," added DaSilva. 

Their efforts to spread their 
culture and help the commu
nity aregreatones."CACDaims 
to develop and enrich human 
personality through educational 
programs, group association, 
fundamental tradition of Cape 
Verdean culture, and function 
as amedium•for effective inter
cultural relations with other 
groups in the community," 
stated DaSilva. 

By learning moreaboutCape 
Verdeancultureand history, we 
may be able to learn and dis
cover more about our back
grounds and ourselves. Thanks 
to CACD that has now become 
even easier to do. 

For CACD ticket reservations, 
donationsorvolunteer information 
call 726-8729. 

A combination of volunteers 
and donations have helped the 
CACD center to grow. They are 
now able to help the entire com
munity, "everybody needs 
help" said DaSilva. In fact many 
have been coming to the CA CD 
center for free classes and ser
vices such as GED, ESL, after
school and citizenship classes, 
immigration services, and a 
food distribution program. This 
summer, the CACD center will 
even launch Creole language 
courses, to help keep the Cape 
Verdean tradition and culture 

alive. 
CACDisamemberofUnited 

Way and the Food Bank. "We 
currently have about 150 fami
lies for our food distribution 
program. Hunger does not have 
a nationality. Therefore,anyone 
that needs help is welcome un
der our food program" said 
DaSilva. Families visit each 
week and are given a large box 
of various foods and vegetables 
which should last each family 
for a week. "We are now using 
about 1,500 pounds of food for 
the families," added DaSilva. 

State Observes May as 
Older Americ~ns Month 

Barbara C. Ruffino, director 
of the Rhode Island Department 
of Elderly Affairs announced 
at a recent reception that the 
state will observe May as Older 
Americans Month. 

The spacious two-story cen
ter also houses a computer room 
that will be open for classes soon. 
The computer room is being set 

The state DEA is also launch
ing a campaign to recruit new 
Senior Companions to work 
with Rhode Island's home
bound elders. Volunteers are 
particularly needed for the ar
eas of Central Falls, Cranston, 
North Providence, Pawtucket, 
Warwick, Wester ly, North 
Kingstown and in other South 
County areas, in addition to the 
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Visiting Nurse . Association of 
Rhode Island, and the Veterans 
Administration Medical Center. 

According to Ruffino, "The 
Senior Companions have a 23-
year history of one-to-one sup
port services for elders in the 
elders' homes, adult day ser
vices centers, and the Eleanor 
Slater General Hospital. During 
this time, elder volunteers have 
dedicated nearly 1.3 million 
hours of service to their peers." 

Limited income seniors in 
good health age 60 and older 
are eligible to join the Senior 
Companion Program. Volun
teers receiving training, a tax
free stipend and othet' benefits 
while serving 20 hours each 
week. Senior Companion vol
unteers serve clients by read
ing, sharing a meal, going for a 
walk, shopping, or just being a 
friend to frail , isolated seniors. 

Currently, thereareapproxi
mately 80 Senior Companion 
volunteers in the state. The Se
nior Companion Program is 
funded by the Corporation for 
National Service and is spon
sored in Rhode Island by the 
DEA. For information on be
coming a Senior Companion 
volunteer or for a full schedule 
of Older Americans Month 
events, call 277-2858. 
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Spedalizlng in 
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FEATURE 
Remember the Armenians 

by Tara V. Lisciandro 
Herald Editor 

At the beginning of World War 
II, Hitler stated, "Who re
members the Armenians?" 

In June of 1915 there were a 
million and a half Armenians 
massacred by Turkish troops 
invadingArmenia.TheU.S.Am
bassadortoTurkeyduringWorld 
War II said, "The grea t massa
cres and persecutions of the past 
seem almost insignificant when 
compared to the sufferings of the 
Armenian race in 1915." 

The Armenian genocide was 
a "Final Solution," one that we 
seem to be less informed abou t, 

the United States, April 24, the 
remembrance day of the Arme
nian genocide, is well thought 
of. Between 500 to 600 people 
from the Rhode Is land and 
southeas tern Massachusetts 
area arrived at the 20th Anni-

-versary of the Dedication of the 
Martyrs' Monument, held this 
past weekend at the North Burial 
Ground in Providence. The Ar
menian Martyrs' Memorial 
Committee of RI was respon
sible for the activities held this 
past weekend to help remem
ber the 82nd anniversa ry of the 
Armenian genocide. The dedi
ca lion ceremony, with greetings 

THE ARMENIAN MARTYRS' MONUMENT, in Providence, 
celebrated its 20th anniversary. Herald Plioto by Tara V. Liscia11dro 

one that seems to be less re
membered. "History has con
tinued · to repeat itself many 
times over, in 1988 when the 
Azeri Turks committed atroci
ties in Sumgait, then in 1989 in 
Karabagh and later in 1990 and 
1991 in Baku. Many deaths have 
occurred, and as of today, tens 
ofthousandsofArmenianshave 
been uprooted from their birth
places," sta ted the Armenian 
Martyrs' Memorial Committee. 

Luckily, in thes,tateofRhode 
Island and many other parts of 

by Providence Mayor Vincent 
A. Cianci, Jr., was followed by 
an anniversary dinner at the 
Egavian Cultural Center. 

On a beautiful day, full of 
sunshine and a blue sky with a 
few puffy white clouds, hun
dreds of people gathered to re
member family and friends,'in
nocently murdered years ago. 
Twenty years ago, a monument 
was constructed and placed in 
the North Burial ground for all 
of the Armenians. Now, the 
monument w ill have an 

Instant 
Gratification. 

Passport photos $8.95 

The Camera Werks 

764 Hope Street Providence, RI 02906 
273-LENS 

addition." A wall will be created 
with 36 slates to represent the 
letters of the Armenian alpha
bet," said Ramon Zorabedian, 
co-chairman of the RI commit
tee. "The monument will also 
have an apron surrounding the 
front of it as well as places to 
pray and con template for 
passers-by. Gray granite will 
decorate the bottom of the apron 
and include a ca rving of a phoe
nix, a Greek symbol which rep
resents resurrection from the 
ashes," he added.Also engraved 
in the apron will be various his
torical facts, to help better un
derstand the Armenian culture. 

The monument and the an
nual dedication ceremony are 
very important for the Arme
nian community. "Many Arme
nianshavebeen buried here since 
the late 1800s," said Zorabedian. 
Their tradition and culture are 

abletosurvivethankstothecom
mittee and their efforts. In fact, 
the 20th anniversary dedication 
served also "as a kick-off for do
nations for the new addition," 
stated Zorabedian. The commit
tee hopes to create the addition 
this summer and hold the dedi
cation ce~emony this time next 
year. 

In addition to the important 
monument, the Armenian Mar
tyrs' Memorial Committee also 

All human beings, are 
born free and equal in 

dignity and rights. 

takes responsibility for teach
ing about the Armenian geno
cide in RI public schools. Al
though their focus is the new 

addition to the monument this 
year, they will continue to teach 
as much as they can. Unlike 
other states, Holocaust a nd 
genocide education has unfor
tunately not been made manda
tory in the state of RI and so the 
committee has taken it upon 
themselves to make students 
more aware. The need to edu
cate about the Holocaust and 
genocide can only help to pre
vent other tragedies from re
peating themselves. 

Let us a ll remember, Article 1 
of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights from the Gen
era l Assembly of the United 
Nations on December 10, 1948 
states: "All human beings, are 
born free and equal in dignity 
and rights. They are endowed 
with reason and conscience and 
should act towards one another 
in a spirit of brotherhood." 
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FEATURE 

Local Scholar Publishes· Book on Slater Mill 
by Sara Wise 
1:ferald Editor First-time a utho r Sa rah 

Leavitt spea ks modestly 
about her own accomplish

ments, but get her ta lking about 
her book's topic, the history of 
the Slater Mill in Paw tucket, a nd 
she expounds with the confi
d ence of a seasoned his toria n. 

H er book, a pictorial history 
of Slater Mill due ou t this week, 
represe nts ma ny long hours she 
spent last summer searching 
th rough hundreds of photo
graphs for those that wou Id he! p 
her tell the story o f a remarkable 
part of Rhode Is land history. 

Slater Mill is part of the Im
ages of Ameri ca se ri es by 
Arcadia Publishing, a small pub
lishing company based in New 

rently working on her Ph.D. in 
American Civi liza tion at Brown 
and hopes to pursue a ca reer in 
museum studies. Her involve
ment wi th Sia ter Mi II began fi ve 
years ago when she was re
qui red to do a summer intern
ship a t a museum as part of her 
master's program in museum 
s tudies. 

Si nce that internship, Leavitt 
has performed various func
tions at the museum. She has 
guided tours,answered phones, 
stuffed envelopes, and when the 
curator went on leave for a 
while , s he assisted in the 
curator's functions. "I've done 
a littl e bit of every thing," said 
Leavitt of her experience at 
Slater Mi ll. 

When it came time to write 

modestly about being chosen to 
write the book. · 

Slater Mill was origi nally in
tended to be published in-house 
for the gift shop, since there was 
nothing on the history of the 
Mill for visi tors, but at the mu
seum director 's suggestion, 
Leavitt approached Arcadia 
Publishing to see if they would 
be interested in the book. "I was 
skeptical because they generally 
do books about cities or towns, 
(there are a lready two Arcadia 
books on Pawtucket), I didn't 
think they'd really be interested 
in it because it's only one build
ing, but I wrote them a le tter 
and sure enough they said yes." 

According to Leavitt, people 
come in to the museum a ll the 
time and ask what the building 
was used for. Few people know 
that it was actually only used by 
Slater for a short period of time 
and then it had other functions, 
so the book will serve as an 
exce llent visi tor's gu ide. 

"It's a biography of a build
ing that has gone through so 
much in 200 years. It has a really 
fascinating history. I• went 
through so many photographs 
trying to put the book together. 
They,,show the changes in the 
area 

The part of Pawtucket sur
rounding Slater Mi ll has 
changed dramatica ll y, from an 
industrial center to an area de
molished under the mantle of 
urban renewal.Only a few mills 
were saved because they were 
part of this museum. Slater Mill 
was saved by the Old Slater 
Mi ll Association in 1921. The 
Wilkinson Mill, was also saved 
and becamepartofthemuseum 
in '70s. 

Sarah Leavitt, author 
Herald photo by Sara Wise 

"All the buildings around it 
a re parking lo ts, so it's a great 
story tha t these were saved. 
Pawtucket was one of the show
cases of urban renewal, they 
were rea lly proud of it a nd lots 
of federal funding to tea r things 
down. It's easy to criticize with 
hindsight," said Leavitt. 

Hampshire that specializes in 
picture books on his tori c cities 
a nd towns. Arcadia finds loca l 
his torians to write the books to 
give them a loca l feel. 

Leavitt, a Wisconsin nati ve 
who came eas t to attend 
Wesleya n University, is cur-
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the book on Slater Mill, Leavitt 
was an obvious choice because 
she was so familiar with the ar
chives. A few summers ago she 
worked on a 200th a nniversa ry 
exhibit on the history of the mill, 
a nd then las t summer she went 
throug h the archives again for 
an exhibit for the 75th anniver
sa ry of the museum. "I was 
therea t the right time," she said 

Her favorite part of the mill 's 
his tory is the late 19th century . 
"At that time the building was 
used by about 50 different busi
nesses, on a nd off. It had a ll 
sorts of uses, there was a bicycle 
shop there in the 1890s with a 
bicycle rink where they would 
tes t out the bikes." 

WINNER OF THE 

86 
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A lot of the other businesses 
related to the textile industry 

"It's a biography 
of a building that has 

gone through so much 
in 200 years. " 

set up shop in the Old Sia ter 
Mill, like braiding and horse
hair weaving. "It was a rea l site 
of innova ti on because it was a 
small place and it probably 
wasn' t that expensive to rent 
space there," sa id Leavi tt. 

The building was active until 
1920 when the owner of the 
buildingdiedand the Pawtucket 
Businessmen's Association 
(now the Chamber of Com
merce) bought it. They saw it as 
Jhe birthplace of the textile in
dustry and realized it was worth 
saving as a shrine to their indus
try, but they had difficulty rais
ing money to save it since many 
people at tha t time saw Paw
tucket as the "cemetery of the 
textil e indus try." 

With the help of other orga
ni za tions, they cleaned it out, 

restored it and made it look 
more colonia l and bucolic and 
less industrial. They took down 
a lot of the additions because 
they wanted it to look more 
original, more like a traditional 
birthplace. In 1955, the museum 
opened to the public. 

Leavitt, who has a poster of 
Sla ter Mill · hanging in her li v
ing room, said she enjoyed 
writing the book, " It was fun, it 
was an interesting experi ence 
trying to write a story with pho
tographs, because I didn' t have 
that much room to write text, 
and I actually wrote a lot more 
text than mos t of the books in 
the series." 

Although Slater Mill is some
what outside her field of aca
demic study, writing tne book 
fits in well with her larger goals 
of working in a museum a nd 
making history more accessible 
for people. "I've always loved 
museums, they have such a po
tential to teach things. One of the 
things that I want to do is write 
history that is interesting, that 
people can actually read and 
understand and learn from." 

Slater Mill will be available at 
local bookstores and at the Slater 
Mill gift shop this week. 
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ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT 
'Ambition' Pays Off For Trinity Rep City Nights Theatre 

Presents 'Squabbles' by Sara Wise 
Herald Editor The world premiere of 37-

, year-old playwright An 
thony Clarvoe's "Ambition 

Facing West" a t Trinity Reper
tory Compa ny explores the is
sues of migration and fami ly 
relationships over time and dis
tance in an interesting and en
gagi ng fashion. 

"Ambition Facing Wes t" 
chronicles the westward jour
ney of a Croatian fami ly over 
three generations from Croatia 
to Wyoming, and then further 
west to Japa n (by way of Ca li 
fornia). C larvoe, who grew up 
in San Francisco, shares a com
mon ances try with hi s charac
ters. 

The story is told throug h 
s h ort nonlin ea r v ignettes 
which are at fir s t a bit difficult 
to follow unti l you get to know 
the charac ters a nd how they 
fit into the larger frame. By the 
end of the first act, however, 
the d evice of s kipping back 
and fo rth between generations 
comes together and the sec
ond ac t is much stronger and 
more fluid as it further devel
ops the themes of cu ltu ra l 
id entity and what it means to 
be from a certain place. 

Near ly a ll the actors play two 
(or eve□ three) different charac
ters. Because of the play's struc
ture, the performers are con
stantlyswitching between roles. 
Through ,clever writing and 
so lid casting, each actor p lays 
dual roles that are compatible 
and that grapple with similar 
issues. Thecostumechangesand 
superb lighting help make the 
transforma tions and transitions 
more distinct and believable. 

While the play recounts an 
immigra nt family's s truggle, it 
a lso deals more genera lly with 
issues of family and explores 
uni versa l rela tionships between 
parents and children and how 
their goa ls and ideals for them
selves often confli ct. 

AnneScurria is spectacularly 
funny and touching in both her 
roles asan overbearingCroatia n 
peasant mother, unimpressed 
by the a llure of the West and 
fearful of her son's imminent 
departure for America, and a 
cliic corporate mother living in 
Japan and struggling to under
stand her son's interest in Zen 
Buddhism and his desire to s tay 
put after their family's constant 
movement. 

Mauro Hantman plays both 
sons in a hea rtfelt performance 
of two youths seeking to find 
their place in the world . 

The portrayal of the wartime 
anxieties of immigrants, ex
pressed through an Ita li an/ 
Croa tian couple li ving in Wyo
ming, are particularly relevant, 
given the current climate of fear 
among immigrants due to re-
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cent anti-immigration legis la
tion . The Italian mother (played 
by Phylli s Kay), a fraid of being 
sent to an internment camp like 
the Japanese, says, in a telling 
comment, "They changed the 
laws one time, they can change 
them again." 

The cyclica l nature of the play 
draws out many contrasts and 
ironies as the same issues are 
played ou t aga in and again in 
succeeding generations. 

At times the characte rs in 
"Ambition" have a tendency to 
s lip into cliche portrayals and to 
launch into platitudes. The over
bearing immigrant father who 
drives his child to succeed and 
theoverglorificationof America 
as the promised land , for ex
ample, might have been more 
subtl y expressed. This may, 
however, be a fau lt of trying to 
tackle too many complex issues 

within a p lay that is already full 
of personal struggles. 

The sparse set by Christine 
Jones of gravel and dust crossed 
by two wooden planks and a 
surrounding moat works well 
fora II three locations. The water 
serves as an appropriate bound
ary for a play that constantly 
addresses the permeabi li ty of 
borders. At one point, one char
acter says, " In Europe, the 
people stay put and the coun
tries move around." 

Parts of the play are very 
funny (An immigrant mother's 
observation of American pic
nics: "Only in America can they 
take a holiday to be refugees"). 
The triumph of "Ambition Fac
ing West" is that Clarvoe man
ages to infuse heavy issues of 
fa mily struggle with humor in a 
way that bo th instructs and en
tertains. 

ANNE SCURRIA as Alma and Mauro Hantman as Joey in the 
world premiere of Anthony Clarvoe's "Ambition Facing Wesi" 
at Trinity Repertory Company. This sweeping drama of three 
generations of a Croatian family in pursuit of their dreams is 
directed by Oskar Eustis. 

HICKEY-FREEMAN 

Hart Schaffner & Morx 

Photo by T. Charles Erickson 

We have one of the finest suit 
selections to be found ... 

Hart Schaffner & Marx • Hickey Freeman 
Palm Beach • and other fine names. 

Co11fide11ce begins on the inside 
and it is reflected 011 the outside. 
CLC Menswear can help 
you select tlte wardrobe Iha/ 
will reflect lire confidence and 
ability that are uniquely yours. 
Allow our professionals to 
assist you in creating your own look. 

For 2 Weeks, CLC is 
featuring a Palm Beach 
Sportcoat and 2 Slacks 
on sale for ...... 5199 
Alterations Included. 

642 East Ave., Warwick - 827-7848 
Charlie Tsonos Santo LaFazia 

Fred Dyer John Cipalone John Quirk 
Manny Ferreira, Tailor 
George Paesano, Tailor 

City Nights Dinner Theatre 
announces production of the 
comedy "Squabbles." The show 
is produced by David Jepson. It 
opens May 9 and runs every Fri
da y and Saturday evening 
through June 1. In addition, there 
wi ll be a Thursday evening per
fo rmance on May 29 and Sunday 
matinees on May 18 and June 1: 

The show is directed by 
Patricia Glad and s tars Ell iot 
Co han, Bet ty Nolan, Nei l 
Santoro, Hilary Rogers, Tommy 
Trenn and Mary Mattos. 

Jerry is a successful writer of 
jingles, married to Alice, an 
equally successfu l lawyer. Liv
ing with the happy couple (s the 
not-so-happy Abe Dreyfus, 
Alice's curmudgeon of a father. 
Abe is a pretty funny guy, bu t 
not to Jerry's mother, Mildred, 

who a lso moves in when her 
house burns down. Of course 
Abe and Mildred can't stand 
each other and engage in one 
squabble after another, leading 
to an unusual finale . 

Tickets for the dinner and 
show a re $22 per person. The 
mea l is a complete roast chicken 
dinner w ith tossed sa lad 
through dessert and coffee and 
is served family s tyle. 

Seati ng is from 6 to 7 p.m. 
with dinner served a t 7 p.m. 
Sunday matinee seating is from 
noon until 1 p.m. with dinner 
served at 1 p.m. Curtain is ap
proximately an hour after serv
ing time. Cockta ils a nd soft 
drinks are available at the bar. 

For reservations or other in
formation, ca ll the box o ffi ce a t 
723-6060. 

Jewish Quiz Corner 
by Tara V. Lisciandro and Sara Wise 
Find the following Jewish holidays: 

Shavuot Shabba t 
Rosh Hashanah Chanukah 
Simchat Torah Passover 

Yorn Kippur Purim 
Tishah B'av Sukkot 

G s F G J y y D w s F L w N 
R y s L F N 0 G R D M F H 0 
A s H B X L M C V I B s H A 
H H A B s B K T R D T R K E 
0 A B s F B I u X R z C A B 
N V B B u B p J D E F H V N 
X u A y D C p y D V M A A p 

G 0 T 0 K K u s L 0 E N B Q 
N T A I L X R D F s C u H I 
C B E B J F N s H s T K A T 
G R 0 s H H A s H A N A H s 
B N H C A T G L 0 p w H s I 
z X H A R 0 T T A H C M I s 
N N s V A M N B V T p s T C 

DoN'T YOU THINK YOUR KIDS SHOULD INHERIT 

MORE THAN JUST YOUR GOOD LOOKS? 

You want m build among future for your children. However, !King ablc- tO riukc
thc most of your a.sms m today's vol.atilc- invc.nmem climate, much lcu tomorrow's, 
is becoming incrwingly complex. Choosing from lhe thoUWlds of investment 
opportunitic-s ro meet your financial goals and those of your children can be time 
consuming and challenging. Fonunarcly, there's someone who can offer the assist• 
ance you need. An invenmcnr advisor from Van Li~ Capnal. 

Van Liew Capital will help you. 
By working wilh one of our invcstmcnr advuors at Van Liew Capital you'U receive the personal mention 
you deserve. And these other advantages as wdl: 

■ M•rlttt '""'1wkdgr lffl4 apmnlrt. We hne the capabilities to evaluate trends IDd opponunicies fur ~u. 

• /nvatmmt fhoicr. We can offer many invt"scmenu - from stocks and bond.I, 10 munal fu nd.I. 

■ Objuriw .dvi«. We arc nm a.fli.liafcd with Ul}' panicula.r company or fund group. 

■ Ptllll of mind. Our lt'CS arc b:ucd on :wcu under management, no, on how many mdes we make. 

Let's face it. A w;nning ,mile wiU only get your children so Dr in Hf'c. Lei us assist you in planning fur 
their financial Kcurity. To lnrn more abou, the benefits of working with an invonncnt advuor a1 

Van Liew Capital, ca.1J April Wtlliarru a1 1-800-VAN.LJEW today. 

VAN LIEW Ci\rlTA L 

OH£ flEGENCY Pl.AV.. IUITE ON£. PROVIDENCE. RI ut0J 

1-800-VAN-LIEW 



OBITUARIES 
VIOLA BIRNBAUM 

PROVIDENCE - Viola 
(Schlesinger) Birnbaum, 86, of 
97 Dexterdale Road, Providence, 
died April 24 at The Miriam 
Hospital. She was born in Brook
lyn, N.Y., a daughter of the late 
Joseph and Irene (Stern) 
Schlesinger. She had lived in 
Providence since 1961. 

She was ~ manager for the 
Pawtucket Dress Corporation 
for 25 years before retiring in 
1985. 

She is survived by two sons, 
Joel Birnbaum of Oceanport, 
N .J., and Jay Birnbaum of Provi
dence, R.I.; a daughter, Sandy 
Silverstein of Long Island, N. Y.; 
a sister, Rosalind Novsam of 
Bridgeport, Conn., and five 
grandchildren. 

A graveside funeral service 
was held April 27 at Beth-El 
Cemetery in Paramus, N.J. 

SYLVIA BRENNER 
MIDDLETOWN , R.l. 

Sylvia (Pullman) Brenner, 90, 
died April 18 at the Grand ls
lander in Middletown. She was 
the widow of Morris Brenner, 
who died Oct. 28, 1985. 

Born March 1, 1907, in Rus- -
sia, a daughter of the late Rubin 
and Sarah Leah (Kalikow) Pull
man, she came to the United 
States in 1923 and settled with 
her family in Brooklyn, N.Y. She 
married Morris Brenner on Nov. 
1, 1925, and moved to 
Woonsocket where she resided 
until 1993 before moving to The 
Grand Islander. 

She worked as a cashier at 
the business she and her hus-

band owned, the former 
Woonsocket Auto Parts Co. in 
Woonsocket.She retired in 1968. 

She was a member of Con
gregation B' nai Israel, a life 
member of its Sisterhood and of 
Hadassah. 

She leaves two sons, Henry 
Z. Brenner of Devil's Lake,N.D., 
and Gerald M . Brenner of 
Woonsocket; one daughter, Zita 
Kaplan of Delray Beach, Fla., 
nine grandchildren, and eight 
great-grandchildren. She was 
also the sisterof the late George, 
Irving,Nathan,andSidneyPull
man and Mollie Spasser. 

Her funeral was held on April 
20 at Congregation B'nai Israel, 
Woonsocket, with the Chevra 
Kaddisha and the Holt Funeral 
Home in charge of arrange
ments . Burial was in B' nai Israel 
Cemetery, Woonsocket. 

SUZANNE 'SUZY' 
HOROWITZ 

PROVIDENCE - Suzanne 
"Suzy" Horowitz, 75, of 789 
Williamsburg Circle, Wethers
field Common, died April 26 at 
The Miriam Hospital. She was 
the wife of Jerome E. Horowitz. 

Born in Manila, Philippine 
Islands, a daughter of the late 
Sa lomon and Fortunee (Safarti) 
Sal ti , she ]jved in Warwick for 
10 years, previously living in 
Cranston and Providence for 
many years. 

She was a memberofTemple 
Torat Yisrael and its Sisterhood, 
Hadassah, the Multiple Sclero
sis Society and Temple Emanu
El Leisure Cl ub. 

Besides her husband , she 

leaves a daughter, Betty Leef of 
Sharon, Mass.; a son, Nathan 
Horowitz of Woburn, Mass.; 
and three grandchildren. She 
was the motherof the late Roch
elle Horowitz. 

The funeral was held April 
27 at Temple Torat Yisrael, Park 
Avenue, Cranston. Burial was 
in Lincoln Park Cemetery. Ser
vice was coordinated by Mount 
Sinai Memorial Chapel, 825 
Hope St., Providence. 

MAURICE LEVY 
NORTH SMITHFIELD 

Maurice Levy, 82, of the Wood
land Convalescent Home, an 
employee in the maintenance 
department at The Miriam Hos
pital for 10 years, died April 14 
at the home. He was the hus
band of the late Suzanne 
(Massuda) Levy. 

Born in Egypt, a son of the 
late Yaacov and Labiba 
(Soliman) Levy, he had lived in 
North Smithfield si nce 1988, 
previously living in Providence. 

He leaves a brother, Dr. Zaki 
Levy of Newton, Mass.; two sis
ters, Rachel Saleh of Brookline, 
Mass., and Claire Tawil in Swit
zerland. He was the brother of 
the late Claire and Vivian Levy. 

A graveside funeral service 
was held April 17 in Lincoln 
ParkCemetery, PostRoad, War
wick. Service was coordinated 
by Mount Sinai Memorial 
Chapel, 825 Hope St., Provi
dence. 

MILDRED RUBIN 
PAWTUCKET - Mildred 

Rubin, 90, of Oak Hill Nursing 

MAx SUGARMAN MEMORIAL CHAPEL 
Over 100 years of professional, dignified and caring service to the Jewish 

community of Rhode Island _and Southeastern Massachusetts 

.,,, . .,, 
. -•"":::,_ Certified by the 
2 =r} R.I. Board of Rabbis 

/A\ Member of the Jewish 
\.~ .J Funeral Directors of America 

o.,•u••~• 

· 458 Hope Street, Providence 
(Comer of Doyle Apenue) 

Please call for your 5757 New Year calendar. 
Call for our no-money-d=n, pre-need plans. 

331-8094 
1-800-447-1267 Lewis J. Bosler 

For over 40 years, the owner of Mount Sinai Memorial Chapel... 
Mitchell... has served Rhode Island Jewish families over 8,000 times ... 
as a professional Jewish funeral director ... as did _ his father and 
grandfather since the 1870s ... with honesty 
and integrity. 

One of the reasons why the majority of 
Rhode Island Jewish families call 

MOUNT SINAI 
MEMORIAL CHAPEL 

331-3337 
825 Hope at Fourth Streets 

Pre-need counseling with tax-free 
payment planning avai lable. 

Please call for you r 
5757 New Year calendar. 

From out of state call : 
1-800-33 1-3337 

Member of Jewish Funeral Directors of America 
Certified by R.I. Board of Rabbis 

and RehabilitationCenter,Paw
tucket, an office manager and 
coordinator of the first-aid ser
vices at the former B.B. 
Greenberg Co., Providence, be
fore retiring in the early '70s, 
died April 24 at the center. She 
was the wife of the late Louis 
Rubin. 

Born in Russia, a daughter of 
the late Nathan and Mary 
(Frayman) Seidel, she lived in 
the Shalom Apartments for 
many years, previously living 
in Providence.Duri ng WWII she 
was a volunteer air raid drill 
warden for her neighborhood. 

She had been an officer of 
the Shalom Tenants Associa
tion. She was a member of the 
First Odessa Beneficial Asso
ciation. 

She leaves a daughter, Eunice 
Abeshaus of Cranston; a sister, 
Rebecca Wood in Florida; and 
two grandchildren, Debra and 
Marc. She was the sister of the 
late Dora Howard and Lillian 
Pressman. 

A graveside service was held 
April 25 at Lincoln Park Cem
etery, Post Road. Service was 
coordinated by Mount Sinai 
Memorial Chapel, 825 Hope St., 
Providence. 

FLORENCE SORGMAN 
PROVIDENCE - Florence 

Sorgman, 94, of 111 South An
gell St., died Apri l 26 at the 
Bethany Home. She was the 
widow of Julius Sorgman. 

Born in Boston, a daughter of 
thelateJosephand Katie(Simon) 
Fluster, she lived in Providence 
for 71 years. 

She had been a member of 

Vatican 
(Continued from Page 4) 

In 1990, while servi ng as 
chai rman of the International 
Jewish Committee on lnterre
ligious Consultations, I and 
other Jewish leaders met in 
Prague with high-level offi
cials of the Vatican Commis
sion on Religious Relations 
With the Jews. Among the is
sues touched upon in our dis
cussions was the unlocking of 
the archives. Earlier, in 1987, 
the Vatican had announced its 
intention to make avai lable its 
wartime records to outside 
scholars. Two years later, at 
the 14th annual meeting in 

Anniversary 
Notices 

. In the future the Jewish 
Herald will publish 

memorial ads 
1 col. x 4" for $10. 

Larger ads will be 
priced at the same rate 
- $10 per 4" column. 
Notices may include a 
poem, date of death, 
quotation, or a s mall 

picture o[ the deceased. 

Payment and wording 
must be mailed or 
brought in to the 
RI. Jewish Herald 
99 Webster Streyt 

Pawtucket, RI 02861 

Temple Beth-El and its Sister
hood. She was a member of the 
Women's Association of Miriam 
Hospital and of the Jewish 
Home for the Aged. 

She leaves a daughter, Jetta 
Brenner of Providence; two 
grandchi ldren and three great
grandchildren. 

A private funeral service was 
coordinated April 27 byMount 
Sinai Memorial Chapel, Provi
dence. Burial was in Temple 
Beth-El Cemetery, Reservoir 
Avenue, Cranston. 

EVELYN VIN ACCO 
CRANSTON ..!....- Evelyn 

Vinacco, 82, of 71 Hope Road, 
Cranston, a former saleswoman 
and longtime Warwick resident, 
died April 23 at the Cedar Crest 
Nursing Centre. She was the 
wife of the late Joseph Vinacco. 

She was born in New York 
City,a daughterof the late Louis 
and Margaret (Lieberman) 
Fried. She lived in Cranston for 
the last year and lived in War
wick since 1960, previously re
siding in Providence. 

She had been a saleswoman 
at Apex for 10 years, retiring 20 
years ago. 

She leaves three sons, David 
and Michael Vinacco, both of 
Warwick, and Bruce Vinacco of 
Cransto n; a sister , Sylvia 
Cooperma n of Sunrise, Fla .. ; five 
grandchildren and three grea t
grandchildren. She was the sis
ter of the late Ruth Berkon. 

The funeral was held April 25 
at Mow1tSinai Memorial Chapel, 
825 Hope St., Providence. Burial 
was in Lincoln Park Cemetery, 
Post Road, Warwick. 

Bal timore between IJCIC and 
the Vatican Commission on 
Religious Relations With the 
Jews, the Vatican representa
tivesonceagainagreed to open 
the archives. It is now 10 years 
later, and this promise has yet 
to be fulfilled. The church's 
records and documents of the 
World War II era remain as 
closed as ever to independent 
scholars. 

The pact between the 
church and Israel instituting 
long-d elayed formal diplo
matic relations between the 
two makes it more urgentthan 
ever that remaining barriers 
of misunderstanding and sus
picion be removed. A key step 
in that direction would be the 
opening of the Vatican ar
chives and a policy of restor
ing the church's Judaic hold
ings to Israel and other insti
tutions within the worldwid e 
Jewish community. 

Suchan action by Pope John 
Paul II would resolve once and 
for all the controversy that con
tinues to surround the Vatican's 
role during the Holocaust. It 
would also represent an impor
tant s tep in further cementing 
relations between the church 
ar,d the worldwide Jewish com
munity. 

Sey111011r 0. Reich ,m1 attorney, 
is i111111ediate past preside11t of tlze 
A111erica11 Zio11ist Move111e11t a11d 
a for111er clzaim1a11 of tlze Co11fe,·
encc of Preside11ts of Major A111eri
ca 11 Jewish Orga11izatio11s. 

This opi11io11 appeared i11 tlze 
April 25 issue of New York Jew
ish Week. 



Passover for Jewish Military Personnel 
More than 3,000 Passover items have been shipped by the Jewish Welfare Board's Jewish 

Chaplains Counci l to Jewish milita ry personnel in the U.S. Armed Forces, their families and 
patients in VA hospita ls. Photo by /CC Associatio11 

breast cancer 
(Continued from Page 3) 

Herman, the breast hea lth di- of its pi tfalls, said Herman. 
rector of the East Side Surgical " It puts us in an awful di
Group, said that a lthough in- lemma," he said. "What can we 
herited breast cancers compri se offer a 25-year-o ld who has 
only 7 percent of the cases diag- tes ted positive? Even if we do a 
nosed eachyea r,Jewish women bi latera l masectomy, we ca n 
should not disregard the new only offer her a 91 percent guar
information. antee that she wi ll not get the 

"The studies are absolutely disease. I've seen fa milies bro
true," Herman said on April 25. ken up because two members 
"Ashkenazi jewish women have have been positive and two have 
an 8 times higher ri sk of having been negative. There's frustra
a posi ti ve breast cancer gene ti on and resen tment." 
tha n the general population According to Herman, Jew
does. Breastcancer strikesabout ish women should fi ght the dis-
10 percent of American women. ease by li ving hea lthy lifestyles 
The 1 to 2 percent of 'increased that include breast cancer de
lifetime risk' is a result of ex- tection methods. 
trapola ting numbers." "The risk is not so high that 

According to Herman, about people should panic," Herman 
S0percentcifthosewiththegene - said. " Women shou ld perform 
alterations develop breasf can- breast self-exams, get clinical 
cer by age 50, and about 80 per- exams twice a year, and have 
cent experience the disease by yearlymammogramsstartingat 
age 80. age 40 or younger. All we can 

But those who elect to go for offer is ,early detection ra ther 
genetic testing should be aware than prevention." 

R.I. Helps Flood Victims 
An unprecedented critical re

lief and recovery operation has 
stretched The Salvation Army 
resources in North Dakota and 
Minnesota and has resulted in 
the call upofTheSa lvationArmy 
disaster services personnel from 
the northeastern United States. 

On April 24, The Rhode _ls
land Salvation Army in a joint 
effort with WJAR 10, North 
American Van Lines and Rhode 
Island Mall fi lled three trai lers 
with donated critically needed 
items such as toilet paper, d ia
pers and toiletries. Volunteers 
from all ayer the state gave of 
themselves and the outpouring 
of commynity spirit was over
whelming. The trucks left Rhode 
Island on April 25. 

Through the cooperative ef
forts of individuals and corpo
rations, 2,744 officersofTheSa l
vation Army and vo lunteers 
have assisted 192,161 people 
with supplies, shelter, meals, 
sandwiches, drinks, snacks and 
other forms of tangible, emo
tional and spiritual support. 

Twenty-two mobile canteen 
units are deployed along the Red 
River Valley to provide hot 
meals an.ct beverages to victims 
and disaster workers. 

The Salvation Army is oper
ating three shelters at the Grand 
Forks, N.D., Air .Force Base for 
more than 1,300 evacuees while 
across the raging Red River of 
the North, food is being pro
vided from a temporary Emer
gency Operations Center near 
East Grand Forks. 

As The Salvation Army's 
North Dakota/Minnesota flood 
response program moves into the 
recovery and restoration phase, 
telephone inquiries have in
creased dramatica lly with offers 
of financial and donated goods 
support. The (800) SAL-ARMY 
disas ter ho tline is current ly 
served by 120 telephone lines 
sta ffed byofficersand volunteers. 

Send contributions marked 
"North Dakota/Minnesota 
Flood Relief," to The Salva tion 
Army, State Offi~e, 386 Broad 
SL, Providence, RI 02907. 

Students 
(Continued from Page 1) 

him come to the United Sta tes to 
share his s tory with a wider 
audience. 

During the discussion section 
of the seder, Bhakdo told how 
he was first introduced to Juda
ism a few years ago in France 
when Madame Mitterahd (wife 
of fo rmer French Prime Minis
ter Fran~oisMitterand) brought 
him to a hospital to be treated 
for injuries he suffered under 
Chinese torturers. The hospital 
was set up after WW II to trea t 
concentration camp survivors 
and as Bhakdo learned about 
Jews and the Holocaust for the 
first time, he saw similarities 
between what the Jews experi
enced and the oppression of the 
Tibetan people under Chinese 
occupation. 

Bhakdo, who has recentl y 
written a book about his life in 
exile, also sponsored by Ma
dame Mitterand, said that he 
was honored to attend his first 
seder. 

Although Bhakdo was the 
only Tibetan present, other 
guests talked about their con
nections to Tibet. One women 
said , "I visited Tibet and I wept 
for the destruction the Chinese 
have brought upon the Tibetan 
people." 

Another guest mentioned the 
environmenta l destruction the 
Chinese have caused in Tibet by 
excessive logging and uranium 
mining. · 

Throughout the evening, con
versa tion centered around the 
themesofexile, slaveryand free
dom in a service ded icated to· 
the eventual liberation of the 
Tibetan people. 

Seders with special themes 
havebecomeincreasinglypopu
lar in recent years, especia lly for 
the las t night of Passover. Many 
see these seders as a way to con
nect the story of the liberation of 
the Jews to the plight of other 
suffering groups and to sym
bolically work towards freedom 
for all peopl!;!s. 

SUPPORT OUR 
ADVERTISERS 

CLASSIFIED 
ENTERTAINMENT 

STEVE YO KEN ENTERTAINMENT -Profes
sional disc jockey. Weddings our specialty. 
Package includes elegant string quartet for 
cocktail hour. (508) 679-1545. 5/22/97 

FOR RENT 

CHATEAUX APARTMENTS: Affordable, luxu
rious rentals. Spacioos 1 & 2 bedroom apart
ments including walk-in closets, tile baths, 
elevator, 24-hour superintendent. Heat and 
hot water included, located at 1401-1403 
Warwick Avenue. Call 274-2268 for a show
ing at Les Chateaux, Warwick. 5/1/97 

GUTTERS 

INSTALLATION, REPAIRS ANO CLEANING 
-30 Years experience. Call Mr. Gutter 354-
6725, Providence, 884-0714. 2/28/98 

DOES YOUR 
BUSINESS PROVIDE 

OUTSTANDING 
OR UNIQUE 

SERVICES TO 
THE COMMUNITY 

Why not let our 
readers know 

about it ? 

FOR MORE 
INFORMATION 

CALL 724-0200 

Antique Refinishing 
PROFESSIONAL STRIPPING (I', 

REGLUEING • REPAIRS 
CALL SHAF • 

434-0293, 458-7306 
Free Estimates· Pid<•Up, De!wery 

~ w 
-We wi ll Buy or 
Consign One Item 
or a Full House 

fJJlre ~ i(Jnment 
:JJwm 

394 FALL RIVER AVENUE 
SEEKONK, MASSACHUSETTS 02771 

Nancy Rasmussen • (508) 336-3228 
DAILY IO TO 5, SUNDAY 12 TO 5 

Send Classbox Correspondence To: 
ClassBox No. 
The A.I. Jewish Herald 
P.O. Box 6063 
Providence, R.I. 02940 

R.I. Jewish Herald classified ads cost $3 for 15 
words or less. Additional words cost 12 cents each. 
Payment must be received by Monday at 4 p.m. 
prior to the Thursday when the ad is scheduled to 
appear. This newspaper will not, knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate which is in violation 
of the RI. Fair Housing Act and Section 804 (C) of 
Title VIII of the 1968 Civil Rights Act. Our readers 
are hereby informed that all dwelling/housing ac
commodations advertised in this newspaper are 
available on an equal opportunity basis. 

i5.6~ 
That 's all 
it co.sts to 
reach our 
readers. 

Call 
724-0200 

Getting Engaged? 
Beautiful estate 

diamond rings available 
Call Paulene Jewelers 

-274-9460 

A referral service for 
companions to the 
elderly, since 1967 

401 -421-1213 

Call for Rates! 
724-0200 

Copies of the Herald 
are availa.ble at. .. 
In Cranston 

Barney's, Oaklawn Ave. 
Borders Book Shop, Garden City Ctr. 
Brooks, Reservoir Ave. 
Cameron's Pawtuxet Pharmacy, 

Broad Street 
Ra inbow Bakery, Reservoir Ave. 

Barney's, East Avenue, Pawtucket 
Books on the Square, Wayland Square 

(on Angelll 
Hope Street Bagel, Hope St. 
East Side Prescription Center, Hope St. 
Swan Liquors, Hope St. 
Rhoda Judaica, Burlington Ave. 
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Discover Local Jewelry Treasures 
by Tara V. Lisciandro making," sa id Yepremian. 

Herald Edi tor Having learned the highest 
There's a tiny shop on a big, quality of jewelry making of the 

fast-paced street, Reservoir Av- Mideast, Yepremian opened his 
enue in Cranston, called own shop in 1959 in Beirut. All 
Yepremian's Jewelers. How- of his jewelry was hand
ever, thi s littlejewelry ~A I - made, including 
shop becomes a magi- ~ _: :-V rings, bracelets and 
cal worldofdaizling f!j, .,&,;;,:==~ () necklaces. Andhe 
gems and brilliant 9· ,,: 11111!. continues to use 
gold upon entering ,:,USlll _ r" the same fine 
it. Showcases are u " , . e:,S craftsmanship to-
filled with bangles, \) Prof~s day in his Cran-
nngs, necklaces, _. // . s ton shop. Many of 
charms and more. ~ ...,,__,,,,,. his pieces are made 

The Yepremian fam- by hand and there-

manufacturer where he made 
tools a11d models. ·only four 
years la ter he opened his own 
shop on Union Street. Then, a 
year later, moved to his current 
shop in Cranston. 

ily has run their jewelry estab- fore, quite original. 
lishment since 1981. Yepremian also continues to use 

Sarkis Yepremian bega n in the samehighqualitypla tinum, 
the jewelry business when he white gold and 24 karat gold to 
was 15 in Beirut. He entered the create specia l jewelry. 

Yepremian's specializes in 
precious metals, diamonds and 
other brilliant gems. They also 
offer high quality repairs, re
modeling, engraving and 
watch repairs, aU done on the 
premises. Anyone wanting a 
special engagement ring and 
matching wedding band can 
easily fulfill their needs at 
Yepremian's. 

'Wetakecareo"fthecustomer 
in the best way we can," said 
Yepremian's so n, Sebouh. 
Sebouh has acquired his father's 
fine Mideast skills fo r jewelry 
making. But he has also earned 
his degree from theGe,mological 
Institute of America. 

MR. YEPREMIAM PROUDLY shows off an orig inal diamond 
ring as his son, Sebouh, looks on. 

trade learning jewelry as an art, In 1976 the Yepremian fam
adapting a classic French style ily came to the United Sta tes. 
to va rious creations. "Religion Yepremian began to work in 
also played a part in jewelry Rhode Island wi th a jewelry 

The Yepremian family is 
very knowledgeable about fine 
quality jewelry a nd is a lways 
ready to help th<;! i r cus tomers . 

Crummey Powers Q & A 
This is another article in the 

series highlighting estate planning 
concepts. 

Q: Why are Crummey pow
ers useful in estate planning? 

A: Crummey powers reduce 
gift taxes on transfers to a trust. 
Also, since gift taxes and esta te 
taxes a re both calcula ted by tak
ing into account a ll prior tax
able gifts, a current reduction in 
the <1mount of property subject 
to gift tax can help reduce the 
tax bracket for your gi tts or your 
estate in years to come. 

Q: What are Crummey pow
ers? 

A: Named after general pow
ers given to irrevocable trust 
beneficiaries in the 1968 N inth 
Circuit case, Crummey v. Com
missio ner, Crummey powers 
are rights of withdrawal. Sub
section 2503(b) of the Internal 
Revenue Code excludes from 
gift tax the firs t $10,000 of gifts, 
other than future interes ts in 

property, for each beneficiary. 
A future interes t gift is one that 
cannot be currently used or en
joyed, because it is in a trusror 
has some other restriction. Since 
the Crummey powers enable the 
trus t beneficiaries to currently 
exercise a right of withd rawal, a 
transfer to the trus t is a present 
interest gift instead of a future 
interestgi ft,a nd the$10,000gift 
tax exclusion per beneficiary 
a_pplies. There must be actual 
notice to the beneficiary of the 
ri ght of withdrawal, and the 
po':"er must extend for a rea
so,1able period sucb as 30 days. 
~ Example: You thol)ght you 
would save some money and 
draft yo ur own trust without 
the use of legal counsel. You 
transferred $50,000 to the trust 
($10,000 for the benefit of each 
of fi ve trust beneficiaries), think
ing that no gift tax would be 
paid beca use of the annual 
$10,000 gift tax exclusion. As-

One of the most important 
decisions you will _ 

ever make in your life ... 
In the years ahead, you want the best for you and your family. Choosing the right 
financial advisor can mean the difference between whether or not your most cherished 
hopes come true. Here are some important things to look for: 

■ Recommendations based on a formal analysis of your needs 

■ Will work closely with your important advisors (CPA. lawyer, banker) 

■ Stays on top of all the latest financial regulations, products and trends. 

■ Ability to construct a balanced program from a range of financial products including 
life & disability insurance, mutual funds, bond funds, trust plans, real estate and 
investment trusts. 

■ Acts as a broker so that he can shop for the best financial products at the lowest cost 

■ Can serve as both personal and business financial advisor. 

■ Professionals with years of financial planning experience. 

■ Conservative but effective. Puts your best interest first. 

If you have a financial advisor who meets these qualifications, consider yourself fortunate. 
Listen carefully to his recommendations. If you don't, contact Halperin & Lax, ltd. 

Call for an appointment. 401-738-2350. 

I 
HALPERIN & LAX, ltd. 

A Complete Financial Service Company 
335 CENTERVILLE ROAD, WARWICK, RHODE ISLAND 02886 

MARVIN WILLIAM LAX LAWRENCE M. HALPERIN 
SecunUes ottered and sold \tlrouor, 

Cadarel, Graol 5 Co, toe. 
Memt>er NASO 5 SIPC, Syracuse, New vcn 

StlCu11!ies ol!ered aod sold lhroogh 
HoroOI". Townsend 5 K81'lt , loc. 

Member NASO 5 SIPC, HorSl'lam, PA 

suming you are in a 55 percen t 
gift tax bracket, not using 
Crummey powers cos ts yo u 
$27,500. 

Q: Who pays the life insur
ance premium? 

A : The trustee of your irrevo
cable life insurance trust should 
be the premium payor as well as 
theappli cant,owner,and benefi
ciary. Although the trust benefi
ciaries have the Crummey with
drawal rights, it is expected that 
these rights will not be exercised 
and, therefore, the funds will be 
available for premiums. Thanks 
to the Crummey powers, cash to 
cover the premiums is transferred 
to the trust gift tax free. 

Example: You establish an ir
revocable life insurance trust 
which purchases a $1,000,000 
Survi vor ULcon tracton you and 
your spouse. To cover the pre
mium, yo u transfer $40,000 per 
yea r to the trust and use split
gifts (your spouse is trea ted as 
making half of the gift) and 
Crummey powers for each of 
your two children, Carl and 
John, Carl has a right to with: 
draw the $10,000.gift from you 
and the $10,000 from your 
spouse, and John can withdraw 
similar amounts of present in
terest gifts, so no gift tax is paid. 

Q: Is there a dollar li mitation 
to the value of the Crummey 
powers? 

A: There is no limit for gift 
tax purposes if there is on! y one 

beneficiary of the trust. If there 
is more than one trust benefi
ciary, then the lapse (non-exer
cise) of a Crummey power could 
be considered a fu ture interes t 
gift from the power holder to 
the other beneficiaries of any 
amount over $5,000 or five per
cent of the total value of the trust 
(five or five limit). In addition, 
the lapsed amount over the five 
or five limit may be in the estate 
of the power holder because the 
power holder has made a trans
fer wi th a retained life insurance 
in the trust. 

Example: You make a $10,000 
gift in trust for each of your two 
daughters, Ariana and N icole. 
Neither child exerc ises her 
Crummey power, so Ariana is 
trea ted as making a $5,000 fu
ture interest gift to Nico le and 
vice versa. To avoid this prob
lem, the trust could be drafted to 
not allow the Crummey power 
to lapse for any amount grea ter 
than the five or five limit, or to 
allow the lapse but keep at least 
a limited powerover this amount 
so that the gift is not complete. 
Either approach would cause the 
excess over the fi ve or five limit 
($5,000) to be included in each 
girl's estate. 

However, as long as you ar
range for the entire trust to be 
distributed during the lifetime 
of Ariana and Nicole, there 
would be nothing included in 
their estates. Another method is 

1 1 Your loca l source fo r everything Jewish is ... I* 'il::~4- fl~ * 
1 0 Religious items, books, gifts 

I C 

CDs, cassettes, artwork, toys 
Bar/Bat Mitzvah items: 

tallit, kiddush cups. 
Baby Naming Certificates 

Special Order Kipot 
Specia l Orders Are Our Specialty 

77 Burlingto;, Street - off Hope Street, Providence 

454-4775 
Mon.-Thurs. 10-5:30, Fri. 9:30-3, Sun. 10-2 

Herald photo by Tara V. Lisciandro 

Their many, years of experi
ence shines through in their 
s hop, full of unique jewelry 
treasures. 

to use "hangi ng powers." This 
technique le ts the power hang 
around until it can be lapsed 
without exceeding the fi ve or 
five limit. If you do no t make a 
gift in trustfocAriana and Nicole 
in the seco nd year, then the 
$5,000 power that was left hang
ing in the firs t year could be 
lapsed in the second yea r with
out any tax. To assist your attor
ney, you provide them with 
the Advanced Underwriting 
Division's sample irrevocable 
life insurance trus t, complete 
with Crummey powers and a 
discussion of hanging powers. 

Submitted by Lawrence M . 
Halperin and Marvin William Lax 
of Halperin & Lax. In their monthly 
column they will answer questions 
about life and disability insurance 
and investments. Mail questions 
to: 335 Centerville Road, Warwick, 
RI 02886-9990 or call 738-2350. 

Check Your 
Medicines at 

Brown Bag Day 
Are you takingmorethanone 

pill daily? Do you need to know 
how your medications interact 
with each other? If so, plan to 
attend Comprehensive Adult 
Day Care Center's Brown Bag 
Day with pharmacists from the 
University of Rhode Island on 
May 7, from 10 a.m. to noon. 

The goal of Brown Bag Day is 
to make certain people are tak
ing medications properly and 
are not suffering from side ef
fects or drug interactions. 

Brown Bag Day was started 
around 1982, by Dr. Al Taub
man, an associate director of 
pharmacy administration at 
URI. At the first Brown Bag Day 
a client brought in his four medi
ca tions - a ll in the same con
tainer. Three of these medica
tions were being taken for the . 
same reason! 

At the Brown Bag clinic a 
pharmacist w ill check your 
medica tions for possible drug 
interactions, inappropriate dos
ages and proper times for tak
ing your medications. A private 
area will be set up for you and 
the pharmacist to discuss your 
medica tions. 

The center is located at 99 
Hillside Ave., Providence. Ca ll 
351-2440 for an appointment. 


