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URI Student Reflects on 
Visit With Elie Wiesel 

by Amy Lefkowitz 

A few weeks ago, I rece ived a 
telephone ca ll from Ailene 
Gerhardt, URI Hillel's Jew

ish Campus Serv ice Corps Fel
low, asking me to write an a r
ticle about Elie Wiesel's recent 
commencement speech a t URI. 

I was a bitshocked .Me? Write 
for the Herald? At the same time 
I was also excited and nervous 
about the prospect of covering 
this story. When I conveyed my 
thoughts to Ailene, she assured 
me tha t she would come with 
me to commencement and pro
vide me with any additional 
help I would need , for w hich I 
am very gra teful. Wi th tha t re
assurance, I immedia tely ac
cepted the offer. 

After I hung up the phone, I 
thought for a moment.. .. Elie 
Wiesel. This is a man who has 
suffered so and yet has accom
plished so much. H e is from 
Sighet, Transylvania (Romania), 
but he and his family were de
ported by the Nazis when he 

inmate intheNazideath camps. 
Si nee that time, he has published 
more than 35 books which have 
won many awards, and he has 
become known world wide as 
" the voice that has risen from 
the ashes o f the H olocaust. " In 
1986, he was awarded the Nobel 
Peace Prize, an award which he 
greatly deserved for all of his 
effo rts as an author a nd a 
teach er , d e fending huma n 
rights and peace throughout the 
world. Today, Wiesel continues 
to educate, serving as And rew 
Mellon Professor in the Humani
ties a t Bos ton University . 

As I thought about all tha t he 
has accomplished, I realized that 
writing this story would be an 
honor and an experience I would 
benefit from . After much antici
pation, May 18 finally arrived . I 
left m y house that morning, 
clutching a ll the important items 
I would need - most impor
ta ntly, my press pass! I had 
jumbl ed thou g hts ru nning 
through my head. Would Ailene 
and I get to meet Dr. Wiesel? 
What words of wisdom would 
he offer the 2,012 URI gradu
a tes? 

sa t down jus t to my left. As he 
was sitting next to me, I com
posed myself to ask questions. 
As we began to converse, I found 
myself feeling a t ease. 

Al though the conference was 
short, 1 was able to ask Dr. Wiesel 
a question that was important 
tome:Whatadvicedoes hehave 
fo r the Jewish college s tudents 
of today? His answer was im
media te: "Continue wi th your 
educa tion, especia lly with your 
Jewish education. This is how 
you will know your back
ground, where you come from. 
I will tell any s tudent that con
tinu ing to s tudy, especia lly 
about your history, is of the ut
most importance." 

After a brief photo session, 
Ailene and I regained our com
posure and went out to where 
the graduation ceremony was 
beginning. As I thought back to 
just moments before, it was hard 
to believe that we had just been 
conversing with Elie Wiesel, a 
man who for so long has been 
such an integral part of our hi s
tory, someone whom we have 
admired and respected and 
looked up to, as an educator 
and fellow Jew. 

Just before Dr. Wiesel took 
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Amy Lefkowitz and Ailene Gerhardt meet w ith Elie Wiesel 
before the URI commencement ceremony. Photo courtesy of URI Hillel 

the podium to address the 
graduates, he was awarded the 
honorary degree of Doctor of 
Humane Letters for his work to 
defend human rights and pro
mote peace. Upon receiving this 
degree, Dr. Wiese l then spoke. 
With a bi tof humor in his words, 
he borrowed a line from another 
speaker. " It is not your unpaid 
parking tickets," he told them, 
that was keeping them fro m re
ceiving their dipl omas, but 
rather what he had to say. Wiesel · 
proceeded to ta lk to the crowd 
about subjects we have become 
all too familiar with: violence 
and ha tred . 

Wiese l said tha t h e has 
worked hard a ll of his life to try 
to understand hatred, but that 
he sti ll doesn' t have any an
swers. All he knows is that once 
hatred exists, it is too late. "We 
must immunize you. We rr\ust 
immunize society against the 
danger, the peril of inhuman 
solutions to human problems," 
Wiesel warned . 

He urged the graduates to 
guard against fa naticism or any
one who perpetrates violence, 
pointing out somberly tha t as 
they w ere celebrating their 
graduation, child ren elsewhere 

(Continued on Page 15) 

• was just 15 years old . H is mother 
and younger sis ter di ed in the 
Auschwitz death camp, a nd 
later he and his father were 
transported to Buchenwald, an
o ther concentra tion camp . 
Amazingly, Elie survived the 
camps and after the war he 
moved to Paris where he later 
became a journalist. 

Luckily, when Ai lene and I 
arrived at URI, we discovered 
that Dr. Wiesel would be hold
ing a small press conference just 
before the graduation. Here was 
the grand opportunity to meet 
and converse with Elie Wiesel, 
an even t tha t I never thought 
would be part of my life. Stra te
gically Ai lene and I sat down in 
the conference room so that we 
would be able to face Dr. Wiesel 
when he sat down at the head of 
the table. Quite unexpectedly, 
when he entered the room, he 

Slogans, Ballots and Intrigue: 
Although enco u raged by 

some people, Elie Wiesel was 
then reluctant to share his tragic 
experiences with many. H ow
ever, the French writer Fran~ois 
Mauriac persuad ed him to end 
his silence. In 1958 Wiesel pub, 
lished La N uit (Night), a per
sonal account of his trials as an 

Honoring the Fallen 
Rhode Islanders observed Memoria l Day wi th a long holi

dayweekend . Memorial services were held at cemeteries around 
the s tate. Herald photo by Sara Wise 

Time for Another Zionist Congress 
by Cynthia Mann 

NEW YORK (JTA)- "In one 
very important election concern
ing Israel, only Americans can 
vote," blares the blue-and-white 
form in bold black letters. "Send 
for your ballot today." 

The race is on. 
All across the country, rabbis 

are calling on their congregants 
to vote in the upcoming election 
of representatives to the 33rd 
World Zionist Congress. 

In Ne w Bedford, Rabbi 
Moshe Ulmer sent out a mass 
mailing to congregants asking 
them to regis ter to vote. Various 
Rhode Island synagogues have 
a lso informed their members 
about the upcoming elections. 

But what's at stake depends 
on whom you talk to. 

If the Zionist arms of the Re
form and Conservative move
ments have their way, the Zion
ist Congress election wi ll be a 
referendum on religious plural
ism in Israel. 

Whether they succeed , how
ever, will depend on the strength 
of a recently mobilized opposi
tion, including the American 
affi lia te of Israel's Likud Party 

and the Orthodox Zionist orga
nizations. 

They argue that religious p lu
ralism has no place at the table 
of the congress of the World 
Zionist Organization. Whi le 
some want to adva nce a n 
agenda tied to the peace pro
cess, others want to see a more 
traditional focus on aliyah and 
Jewish identity. 

The politica l intrigue sur
rounding the elections exploded 
in the wake of a recent uncon
firmed Israeli newspaper report 
that Likud was seeking a secret 
deal to garner support fro m the 
non-Zionist Lubavitch move
ment in its efforts to p revent a 
Reform and Conserva tive land
slide in the U.S. elections. 

In the last election 10 years 
ago, the Reform and Conserva
ti ve organizations came in sec
ond and third , edged out only 
by Hadassah, the women's Zi
onist organization of America, 
which has taken itself out of the 
running this year. 

One hundred years ago, 
Theod o r H erzl, Zio nis m ' s 
founder, convened the firs t Zi
onist Congress in Basel, Swit-

zerland. It was hailed as the firs t 
interna tional parliament of the 
Jewish people. The Sta te of Is
rael was only a dream and the 
hall was fill ed with memorable 
and passiona te debate on Jew
ish destiny. 

Today, with Israel a fait 
accompli, the task of rousing 
masses of Jews to participate in 
that debate is a daunting cha l
lenge. 

Most American Jews have 
little unders tanding of the role 
or the ,worki ngs of the WZO, 
and even if they do understand 
it, many believe it is irrelevant 
to contemporary Jewish life. 

But that has not stymied the 
Reform movement's Associa
tion of Reform Z io ni s ts o f 
America or the Conserva tive 
movement's Mercaz. 

Both are using the elections 
as a battlegrou nd on which to 
wage their fight against the offi
cial Orthodox monopoly of reli
gious life in the Jewish sta te. 

These organizations say the 
election provides a chance to 
sea tpeoplein positions of power 
who will allocate more of world 

(Continued on Page 15) 
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HAPPENINGS 
Boston Celebrates 
Jerusalem Day 

Boston's Jerusalem Day cel
ebration, commemorating the 
anniversary of the reunification 
ofJerusalem, will be held June3 
at 7:15 p:m. at the Boston Public 
Library in Cop ley Square. 
A presentation, Jerusalem 
Through Art, will be conducted 
by Dr. Shalom Sabar, professor 
of art history a t Hebrew Univer
sity, Jeru.salem. Greetings will 

be by Dan Kyram, consul gen
eral of Israel to New England, 
members of the clergy and Sons 
of Jerusalem by Issi Rozen Jazz 
Quartet. 

The exhibition, "Postcards 
from Jerusalem," will be on dis
play in the Boston Room, June 3 
to 30. The event is free and open 
to the public. For information, 
call (617) 267-3600. 

Fighting AIDS, One 
Step At A Time 

Be a part of the solution, and 
join your friends and neighbors 
to walk, jog, bike or wheel your 
way through the streets of Provi
dence. The 10th annual Walk 
for Life takes place on June 1, 
beginning at 10:00 a.m. 

The Walk for Life begins and 
ends at India Point Park, with 
registration and pre-walk fes
tivities s tarting at 7:30 a.m. The 
1997 Walk for Life honorary 
chairman, Mayor Vincent A. 
Cianci Jr., and event emcee, TV 
12's Karen Adams, wi ll be on 
hand to ra lly the anticipa ted 
6,000 walkers who last year 
raised over $260,000. 

This year,specia l attention has 
been given to food which will be 
served throughout the day. Walk
ers will enjoy snacks along the 
route and a boxed lunch upon 
returning to the park for a post
walk celebration. All in atten-

dance will be treated to the cel
ebration picnic, including the 
musicofHurricaneand the Ellyn 
Fleming Band. Many local per
formers, including Providence's 
own dancing cop, Tony Lepore, 
will also be stationed along the 
decorated IO-kilometer route to 
entertain walkers. "We want 
everyone participating to enjoy 
themselves and the event," said 
Frank Pafume, walk coordinator. 

Proceeds from the 1997 Walk 
for Life will benefit the client 
services, prevention, education 
and wellness efforts of Rhode 
Island Project/ AIDS. For the 
second year, the project will also 
di stribute a portion of the pro
ceeds to other organizations on 
the front lines in the battle 
against HIV and AIDS. 

To register, form a team or to 
volunteer, phone the Walkline 
at 831-5595. 

Get Together With The Jewish 49ers 
On June 8, theJewish49ers will sponsor a Sunday Dessert Social 

a t Temple Beth Avodah, Puddingstone Lane, Newton. Music will 
be provided by popular disc jockey, Lennie Souza. The hours will 
be from 7:30 p.m. to 10:30, p.m. Cost: $5 for members, $8 non
members. All beverages will be provided, 

Call Jim at (508) 872-6533 or (508) 877-0636 for information. 

Join thousands of readers 
who know what's going 
on in the Rhode Island 
Jewish Community ... 

Timely features, local and social 
events, editorials and business 
profiles highlight every issue_._ 
you also get special holiday and 
seasonal issues. 

Don't miss a sin~le one! 
Return the fonn below to subscribe .. . 
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Calendar of Events For May 30-June 7 
30 Jewish War Veterans State Convention at the Cape Codd er Hotel in Hyannis. Call (508) 993-

7594_ -

URI Alumni Weekend May 30 to June 7. Call 874-2242 for a list of activities, 
31 "The Soul of a People," a song recital in Yiddish with Cantor Ida Rae Cahana, 8 p.m,, Temple 

Beth-El. -

"Night Out in Newport," with Perspectives Young Adult group. Meet at the Pelham in 
Newport, 9:30 p.m. Call 863-9537. 
Bristol Community College celebrates 30th commencement ceremony at 11 a.m. Call (508) 
676-0334. 
Sandy Dollar Soiree, dinner and auction to benefit Meadowbrook Waldorf School, at 
Easton's Beach l<otunda, Newport. Tickets $35, Ca ll 782-1312, 
Women's Wilderness Weekend at W, Alton Jones Campus, W, Greenwich, May 31 to June 
L Fee is $140, which covers classes, meals and lodging. Call 397-3304, ext. 6043, 
Friends of the Blackstone River Race at 10a,m. at River Island Park in Woonsocket. Call 762-
0440 or 334-2153. 
Classic Car Show at Ann & Hope parking lot, Cumberland, from 8 a,m_ to noon. Call 722-
1000, ext. 329. 
Providence Black Rep, Co, presents ''For Colored Girls Who have Considered Suicide When 
the Rainbow is Enuf," at 8 p,m. and June l , 4 p,m. Call 598-5422-

June 
1 MA TIV presents June FestatChardonnay's Restaurant, Seekonk, Mass. $15 per person. Call 

273-6643. 
Application deadline for Rhode Island College summer camp in the performing arts, 
Applicants must be 12 to 17 yea rs old and currently in grades seven and 11. Call 456-6839, 
Children's Museum of RJ, invites children and families to link themselves to the history of 
the museum, creating the longest paperchain ever, June 1 to June 15. Call 726-2591. 
Pt Judith , Galilee and the Great Salt Pond Harbour Tours, June 1 to 30, Sa turday and 
Sunday, 1 to 3 p.m, Excursions aboard the "Southland." Ca ll 783-2954. 
Naturalization Workshop for New Americans applying for U.S. citizenship, noon to 4:30 
p,m. at Jewish Community Center of Rhode Island. Ca ll 331-1244. 
Touro Congregation meeting, 10 a.m. at the Touro Community Center, Newport. Call 847-
4794. 

2 Rhode Island Hadassah installation, 7 p.m. Temple Emanu-El, Providence. Call 463-3636, 
Contemporary Furniture Show, June 2 to June 29 at Oop!, 297 Thayer St. Call-455-0844-
Gigantic Book Give.11way at Cranston Public Library, 1 to 6 p.m. First come, first serve. Call 
781 -2450, 

3 R.L Philharmonic Youth Orchestra string auditions, June 3, 4, 16 at RIC in Roberts Hall, 
Room 138. Call 831-3123. 
Alperin Schechter Day School annual picnic, 4 to 8 p.m. at Highridge Swim Club. Call for 
reservations, 751-2470. · 
"Swanhurst," designer show house and gardens, proceeds go to Women's Resource Center 
& Lucy's Hearth, local Newport organizations, June 3 to June 29. Call 841-9375. 
Freshstart, series of five smoki ng cessation classes, 6 to 7 p,m. at the American Cancer 
Society, Pawtucket. Call (800) ACS-2345. 
Friends of Rochambeau annual meeting at 7 p,m., Providence. Call 455-8110. 

4 Yorn Yerushalayim/Jerusalem Day. The date marks the 29th anniversary of the reunifica
tion of Jerusalem under Israeli rule which occurred in 1967. King David, 3,000 years ago, 
established Jerusalem as the eternal capital of Israel. 
Cranston Senior Guild annual installation luncheon, noon at Venus di Milo, Swansea,Mass. 
Call 723-8580. 

5 Fourth session of the Independent World Commission on the Oceans (IWCO) in Newport, 
JuneS to9.10a.m.,ceremonyatOchreCourtatSalveRegina is open to public. Call 729-5600. 

6 Vestry dedication for Cantor William Cransman, 8 p.m., United Brothers Synagogue, 
Bristol. 
Doggone Storytelling Festival in Chester, Conn., June 6, 7 and 8 at the fairgrounds. Call (860) 
526-4644. 
South County, 100 years ago art exhibit at Annex Gallery, W. Kingston. Call 782-1018. 
1st annual Newport Spring Optimist Challenge Regatta at N.Y. Yacht Club, 8:30 a.m,, 
Newport, Call 848-5941. 

7 UM ass Dartmouth celebrates 97th commencement, June 7, 8, 9. Public is invited. Call (508) 
999-8760. 
Warren on Wheels Festival (WOW) 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Railroad Ave. in Warren. Free and 
open to the public. Ca ll 437-2411. 
South County Museum's annual Chi ldren's Festival, 11 a,m. to 4 p.m., free admission. Call 
783-5400. 
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THE JEWISH COMMUNITY 

Singer-Berk Starts as JCCRI Assistant Director 
by Em ily Torgan 

Jewish Community Reporter Jewish Community Center of 
Rhode Is land. Assistant Di
rector Linda Si nger-Berk be

gan her fourth week on the job 
by sifting through a mound of 
lega l pads and manila folders. 

"My first pile," she laughed 
on May 27. 

Singer-Berk, w ho has worked 
inJewishcommunityservicefor 
17 years, knows there are many 
piles ahead. 

But she's not worried. 
"A lot of people go into th.is 

type of work because they want 
to give back," explained Singer
Berk, who resid es in Sharon, 
M ass., with he r hu sba nd, 
Alexander, and their three chil
dren. " It's more than jus t a job 
or even a career. There a re re
wards tha t you wouldn't get 
elsewhere." 

Now 42, Si nger-Berk's inter
est in the Jewish communi ty 
began during her co llege years 
at the University of Ca lifornia 
in Los Angeles. 

" I grew up in a very secular 
household ," she sa id . " My par
ents, who are both German J-lo
locaus t survivors, a re not very 
religious." 

Then a somewhat unfocused 
sociology major, Singer-Berk 
joined an Israeli folk dancing 
group. Her involvement soon 
brought her to the campus Hi lie!, 
where her interest in the Jewish 
community blossomed. 

. " Hillel was a grea t experi
ence for me," she sa id. " I go t 
into the s tudent leadership, and 
I led a s tudent missio n. I go t 
close to the rabbi s a nd profes
sionals there ." 

A California native, Singer
Berk remained in Los Angeles 
after college and worked in so
cia l service. 

Shortly thereafter, she ob
tained a joint mas ter of arts de
gree in social work and Jewish 
community service from the 
Hebrew Union College Jewish 
Institute of Re ligion and the 
University of Southern Califor
nia in Los Angeles. 

Singer-Berk's new qualifica
tions helped her secure a pos i
tion at the University of North 
Carolina 's Hille l Foundation 
that developed her interes t in 
Jewish ins titutions even further. 

"Both religiously and cultur
ally, Jewish organizations can 
really touch people," she said. 
"They affect a lot of li ves." 

Three years later, Singer-Berk 
moved to Baltimore where she 
worked fortheJewishCommu
ni ty Center of Greater Baltimore 
as the director of college ser
vices. 

After relocating to Boston 
wi th her husband to· serve as 
director of the Jewish Young 
Adult Center, Singer-Berk de
cided to remain in the area. 

" We've been in the Bos ton 
area for 11 years," she said. 

There, Singer-Berk and her 
husband, A lexander, an atmo
spheric scienti st at Spectral Sci
ences Inc. in Burlington, Mass., 
joined theConserva tiveTemple 
Is rael and rai sed theirthreechil
dren. 

Pictures of their 4-year-o ld 
twins, Lila and Morie!, adorn 
her desk. 

"No, they are not identical," 
sa id Singer-Berk, pointing out 
thei r different coloring and si mi
la r but dis tinct facial features. 

There are also images of 3-
year-o ld Adam wearing a huge 
grin and long curls. 

" We had a hair cutting cer
emony for him this weekend," 
said Singer-Berk. " It was sup
posed ro be a picnic, butitrained. 
It was fun anyway." 

Before replacing former As
sis tant Director Marvin Slark, 
Singer-Berk spent abo ut four 
yea rs as executive director of 
the Striar Jewish Community 
Center in Stoughton, Mass. 

"JCCs have a place for people 
who are searching," she said. 
"Though synagogues provide a 
wonderful sense of community, 
a center is a place where anyone 
can come and test out thei r Jew
ishness as gingerly as they want 
to. They a ttract people who are 
very well-versed as well, so that 
people from very different back
grounds ca n come together. 
That's a unique and important 
role." 

Although Singer-Berk's pre
vious job was too time-consum
ing for her family's needs, she 
wanted to remain in a center 
environment. 

Accardi ng to Singer-Berk, she 
will need more time in her new 
position to determine exactly 

Perspectives Receives 
Funding For A Third Year 

by Emily Torgan 
Jewish Community Reporter 
Perspectives, Rhode Island's 

Jewish young adult project, has 
secured funding for a third year, 
and its leaders, members and 
supporters are thrilled. 

On May 1, the Continuity 
Commission of the Jewish Fed
eration of Rhode Is land, led by 
Maurice Glicksman, voted to 
allot the group a third yearlong 
grant that will take it through 
1997-1998. 

The sum, which JFRI Execu
tive Director Steven Rakitt de
clined to disclose, was supple
mented by the Jewish Commu
nity Center of Rhode Is land for 
the first time. 

" We' re veryexci ted about the 
program," sa id Rakitt on May 
26. "Perspectives offers excel
lent programming that meets 

the clear needs of the young 
adult Jewish population in our 
community." 

JCCRI Executive Director 
Vivian Weisman also said Per
spectives merited some finan
cial support. 

"We have always let Perspec
tives use our facilities and sup
ported the group verbally," 
Weisman sa id . "Wedo not have 
a young adult worker, and we 
see a responsibility to that age 
group. Perspectives is helping 
to meet the recrea tional and so
cial needsofmanyyoungadults, 
not jus t those involved with a 
synagogue or Hillel or the cen
ter. It really makes sense to do 
this on a community-wide ba
sis, and the community needs to 
support the group." 

(Continued on Page 15) 

where she will concentrate her 
energies. 

Still, she is enthusiastic about 
the many possibilities she sees. 

"This is a very good center 
and a strong, cohesive commu
nity," she said. "Sti ll, itisgrow
ingolder, and in someways, itis 
not replacing itself. We have to 
grapplewiththatwhilecontinu
ing to provide qua Ii ty services." 

Singer-Berk hopes to 
strengthen the center's ties with 
other local institutions, and to 
look into developing resources 
that will serve Rhode Islanders 
beyond the Providence area. 

" I also want to upgrade and 
modernize the building itself," 
she said. 'Tm looking forward 
to working closely with the staff. 
I want to support [Executive 
Director] Vivian [Weisman], 
and I want to help her develop 
new leadership for this commu
nity." 

AMEN ITIES: 

Linda Singer-Berk 
Herald photo by Emily Torgan 

What's new at the 
Regency Plaza? 
One of a kind, spectacular 
penthouse is now available for 
the discerning resident. 

• New kitchen & breakfast room • Large formal dining room • Laundry room 

• Master bedroom suite • Walk-in closets • Marble floors 

SAMPLE FLOOR PLAN 
2,169 SQ.FT. 

r~ 
! 

24-Hour Co11cierge • Prfoate Access Parkirig • Health Club • Cen tral A/C and Utilities Included• Swimmir1g Pool 
Aclivilies • Catered Meals• hmctio11 & Meeting Rooms • Business Center • Co11ve11ie11ce Store & Hair Salons 

Walking Dis tance to Trinity, !'PAC, the New Mall and Library • Convenient to Ries. 95,195, 146 

STUDIO, ONE, TWO & THREE BEDROOM RESIDENCES ALSO AVAILABLE 

REGENCY PLAZA 
"The Heart of Providence" 

One Regency Plaza, Providence, Rhode Island 02903 • 861-0400 
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OP.INION 

Jewish Singles Blues Expand Summer 
Food Program by Cary Eichenbaum I am Ike the Jewish Gigolo. I 

have been single for a long 
time now - my entire life -

and I envision myself being un
married for 50 more lifetimes. 
While I admit there are prob
ably a few people (like 1 or 2) 
older than I who have never 
been married (or never have a 
chance to be, any time in the 
near future, either), I cannot 
imagine anyone on this planet 
or anywhere else experiencing 
the frustrating and schizo
phrenic ordeals of the Jewish 
Singles Scene as much as myself 
and my loser (but undyingly 
faithful) friends. And we have 
lived to tell and write about it. 

I have been to every Jewish 
Singles event imaginable in the 
last three years. I have been to 
Boston, Waltham, Stoneham, 
Ware ham, Framingham, 
Worcester, the Catski lls, N.Y., 
Providence, Sharon, Rome, 
Milan and Japan over that time. 

I have been to 
every Jewish Singles 
event imaginable in 
the last three years. 

I have been to the Concord 
Hotel Meat Market (which 
doubles as a ·singles escape 
weekend) where I have gotten 
close enough to touch alluring, 
wearing-next-to-nothing, eye
catching black jumpsuit seduc
tressesand I have been to Young 
Israel of Brookline Singles 
Shabbatons (which double as a 
weekend at Yeshiva, but with 
women), where the only females 
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you are allowed to kiss and 
touch are the hosts' cats and the 
shul's mezzuzahs. 

· I have had a round number 
of dates - 0- in 1997 and can 
only envision this number tri
plingorquadruplingas 
the year gets older. 

I have danced 
with Russian girls, 
Italian girls, Cana
dian girls, French 
girls, Israeli girls, 
even gir ls with 
chicken pox . I 
have danced the 
Electric Slide, the 
Macarena , the 
YMCA, the Mombo, the Dadbo, 
and even a funky hip-hop 
danced called the "Cowfunk," 
which was taught to me at the 
Concord by a fami ly of African
American women (at a Jewish 
hotel!). 

I have spoken to women old 
enough to be my mother and 
girls young enough to be my 
daughter; I have gotten together 
with women with throaty Bette 
Davis voices, and in the next 
minute talked toa femmewitha 
high-pitched, day-after-her-bat
mi tzvah wheeze. 

1 have spoken to girls who 
look like they are going to dive 
after a fumble for the Patriots
and women who look like they 
haven't eaten in a week; I have 
met girls with sparkling brown 
eyes, flowing blond hair, bub
bly personalities, thick glasses, 
big hearts, big hair, big brains, 
big hips and bigderrieres. I have 
met girls who have never been 
married, women who have been 
married at leas t once (if not 
more). 1 have met widows and 1 
have met w~men who are sepa
rated but still married to their 
husbands. 

Candlelighting 
May 30, 1997 

7:55 p.m. 

- -- -
Notice:The opinions presented on this 
page do not necessarily represent lhe 
opinions ol lhis establishment. 

But most of all, I have met 
someone whom I don't particu
larly like at all at these singles 
events - myself, Ike the Jewish 
Gigolo. For Ike gets all nervous, 
his heart skips beats, his breath

ing gets irregular 
andhedoesnot 
act like him
self when he 

goes to all these 
s ingles events. 

And he sometimes 
makes a fool out of 

hirnselfand ruins what 
might have been a prom

ising evening, and future. 
But first and foremost, I am 

here to dispel any rumors or 
questions about the singles ad
ventures. I have met many beau
tiful and intelligent and sweet 
people since I started going to 
these events. Some of the women 
that I have met will be, by the 
grace of G-d, lifelong friends 
with whom I can share heartfelt 
memories and stories. As the 
great Jackie Robinson said: "A 
life is only important if it im
pacts another life," and these 
women (as well as some men 1 
have met at these encounters) 
will affect my life until my dy
ing day on this earth. 

I also hope I haven' t scared off 
too many perspective singles
event goers. For although some 
of my experiences might have 
been less than Utopian, they are 
my experiences; and everyone 
who goes out there will have dif
fereht experiences. 

1 also hope that everyone re
a li zes that, just because he or 
she has not met that special 
someone yet, that he or she is 
not very special indeed. The 
thing is to be decisive, get off 
your easy chair and getoutthere; 
be friendly and, above all, be 
yourself. Because all of G-d's 
creatures are special. 

To the Editors: 
George Wi ley Center 

strongly urges the 25 cities and 
townsinRhodelsland who have 
not yet signed up to offer the 
summer meals program to heed 
Gov. Lincoln Almond's March 
14 letter and apply to the State 
DepartrnentofEducationso that 
the children of those 25 commu
nities will have access to nutri
tious meals. 

This summer, more than any 
other in recent memory, should 
see every city and town in Rhode 
Island offering the federa l pro
gramof lunchand breakfast and 
snacks if the interest is there. 
Thousands of Rhode Islanders 
are threatened with total loss or 
partial loss of their food stamps. 
Currently only about a third of 
the R.I. communities offer the 
summer meals programs. This 
is a disgrace and a slap in the 
face to all R.I. chi ldren who will 
be hungry this summer. We 
cha llenge our government offi
cials, our clergy, our business 
leaders and community organi
zation leaders to commit them
selves to working together to 
see that 39 R.l. cities and towns 

all .offer the sumni.er feeding 
program. 

Thestatewideinitiativeofthe 
R.J. Food Bank and Alan Shawn 
Feinstein to lead Rhode Island 
to become the first hunger-free 
state in the nation would be 
weakened if the 25 R.I. cities 
and towns w ho are not yet 
signed up to offer the summer 
feedi ng program don't step for
ward and initiate the program. 

Some of the cities that have 
not yet stepped forward to offer 
either summer feeding or the 
school-based breakfast program 
are Lincoln, North Providence, 
and Middletown, .among oth
ers. 

All taxpayers in Rhode Is
land pay for the federal summer 
food program, yet the children 
in25 R.I. cities and towns do not 
benefit from the taxes of their 
parents and suffer nutritionally 
because of the inaction of the 
political leadership in those 25 
communities. 

Henry J. Shelton 
Wiley Coordinator for 

the Campaign to 
Eliminate Poverty Among 

Rhode Island Children 

H AVE AN O _PINION? 
If, you have an opinion about 

something in the Jewish community., why 
not express your opinion in the Herald? 

Send your letter to: 

Rhode Island J~Wish Herald 
P.O. Box 6063 

Providence, RI 02940 
'; 

Do The Right Thing - Or Else 
by Rabbi Janet Marder Ina visceral sort of way, most blamed the Holocaust on Re-

Even the toughest pieces of of us believe in this reward and form and secular Jews who 
Torah can be rewarding if you punishment theology. We "abandoned G-d's laws." 
chew on them long enough to wouldn'tworryabout"whybad Sowhatmeaningcanweex
suck out some meaning. Sink things happen to good people" tract from chewing on this por
your teeth into Parashat if we didn't, on some level, ex- tion, with its promise that G-d 
Bechukotai, for instance, and it's pect the universe to be fair. But blesses those who follow the 
hardly "love at first bite." We the promises set forth in our mitzvot and curses those who 
encounter a theology that many portion can also make us angry, turn away from Torah? Maybe 
would find unpalatable. We're foragainandagainourexpecta- it's as simple as this: The mitz
presented withaG-d whooper- tionsoffairnessarethwartedby vot teach us to recognize and 
ates according to principles of real-life experiences. appreciate life's blessings, cul
logic and justice: Those who fol- Some commentators have tivating in us an attitude of sen
low the mitzvot are rewarded argued that this theology of sitivity and gratitude. 
with blessings, while those who reward and punishment ap- Jews who structure their lives 

1:t;:wfr~;: t ~ ~~ot~ ~~~ 
cursed with ,-.-------------,----------1 pause to sane-
tern ble pun- I · tify the act of 

ish~~nt~ou TO RAH TODAY :~~~~o~~u~~ 
faithfully ob- l.---.1-------------------"""l!I"" ting on new 
serve My com- clothes, of see-
ma nd ments," mg a rambow 
C-d says, "I will gran t your rams phes not to mdiv1d uals .but to or. a great scholar~ Je.ws hke 
in their season .... I will grant the Jewish people as a whole. this learn to percetve life as a 
peace in the land .... 1 will make But that doesn ' t solve our wondrous gift. Toseparnteon~-
you fertile and ... 1 will be ever problems. We're sti ll left with self fro?"' Torah and nutzvot 1s 
presentinyourmidst."(Lev.26:3- a "blame the victim" way of to _dow1thounh~seconstantre-
12) But "If you reject My laws regarding our people's mis- mmders of life s beauty and 
andspurnMyrules ... will wreak fortunes, in which Jews who mearun~and p_urpose. Perhaps 
misery upon you." (Lev. 26:15- suffer must deserve whatever o~rporhon1snghtafterall:The 
16) llis threat is elaborated in a they're getting. For example, nutzvot are 111deed a pathway 
vivid ca talogue of misfortunes: some ex tremists in the tradi- to blessing. . 
disease, famine, war, conquest tional community, struggling . Rabb,. Janet Marder rs tire re
by foreigners, exile, and utter to explain how G-d would al- g1011a/ dr,·ector of the UAHC Pa-
desolation of the land. low the 6 million to perish, cifrc Southwest Councrl. 



Who Can 
Make A Tree? 

by Mike Fink 
Herald Contributing Reporter 

Jud ith Schrier put together a 
charming program booklet fea
turi ng trees and daffodi ls, to an
no u nce A rbor Day at the 
Rochambea u Library . The Arbor 
Day Committee crea ted the cer
emony on the date of the plant
ing of two linden trees on the 
lawn beside the benches that sur
round the portals o f the east side 
branch of the downtown public 
institution. Marga ret Brookner 
prepa red the soi l w ith the enthu
siastic help o f custodian Curlis 
Bradley. Ca role Olshansky took 
charge of refreshments, which 

Judith Schrier 

included cookies in the shape and 
color of leaves, and cider and 
apple juice, to suit the va rious 
gi fts of trees in symbol and fact. 

The event included poetry 
recita ti o ns, ma nd o lin music, 
cos tumes and speeches. Am y 
H ouse read a lyric by Langston 
Hug hes, and Je ffrey Duja rdin 
had memori zed passages on the 
specia l s ta tusofappletrees. Paul 
Klinkman s trummed so ngs 
about the blessings of trees. Pro
g ra m cha ir wo m a n Jea nn e 
Sjova ll wore ga rl ands of wist
a ri a. It was a grea t day! 

Hera ld photo by M ike Fink 

Midrasha, Oz, lyar, 5797 
by Mi ke Fink 

Herald Contributing Reporter 
The class of 5757 o f the H a rry 

Elkin Mid ras ha Com m unity 
High School took p lace on May 
18 a t Temple Am David in War
w ick. A lit tle busload o f chorus 

Esther Elkin 
Hera.l<I photo by M ike Fink 

a nd cantor fo llowed or led the 
ca rava n of pa rents heading to
ward the secl uded synagogue 
around the corner from the old 
deco airport. This H EM grou p 
sang "Adon Olam" and a Teva 
med ley. Res ni k Scho la r Ari 
Alexander summed up the fac
ul ty in a speech o f goodwi ll and 
pra ise. "They were my guides 
and role mod els," he declared . 

Robin Damsky reported on the 
achievements and aims of each 
gradua te of the class of 18-a 
mys tica l number. The diplomas 
were ha nded by Selma Stanzler. 
Rabbi Necham a Goldberg led 
sheheheyanu. 

Jay Brenner won the Rabbi 
and Mrs. Israel S. Rubinstein 
Memoria l Award for excellence 
in Contemporary Jewish Stud
ies. Samantha Witman ea rned 
the H a rry Elkin Award for com
mitment to the s ta te of Israel. 
Benjamin Olinksy accep ted the 
Al and Tina Simons Award for 
achievement in ra bbinics. Lil y 
Fink took home the Eliezer Ben 
Yehuda Award for s tud ying 
Hebrew, "necessa ry for the re
birth o f the na ti on." And, of 
co u rse, A ri A lexa nd e r was 
named Resni k Scholar "for par
ti cipa tio n in school, synagogue 
a nd communal acti vities ." 

Cover art, a lively and stylish 
logo of the Midrasha mission, an 
eye, a sta r, and a lifeline, was 
crea ted by Ma tthew P eise r, 
whose dad, Dr.Steve, went round 
w ith his camera snapping por
tra its of fami lies sharing a cheer
ful picnic of sa lads and bagels, 
symbols of continuity . 

Kind words and ges tures 
wove a May tim e gar la nd . 
Es ther Elkin s tood for a rou nd 
o f gra teful appla use, a nd then 
headed fo r Lond o n to s tud y 
the gardens o f Brita in-a va
ca ti o n g ift fro m he r Is rae li 
da ug hte r Abby. H appy voy
ages to o ne and a ll. 
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Hear Ye! 
by Mike Fink 

Herald Contributing Reporter 
"I move tha t, upon sa tisfac

tory completion of all departrnen
ta I and college requirements, the 
students noted on the gradua
tion list will be eligible to receive 
their degrees." They need me at 
Rhode Island School of Design. 
The diplomas won' t be handed 
out without my fancy statement 
at the final faculty meeting. The 
first flourish of pomp and splen
dor has fallen to me each spring
time. 

I started out as the youngest 
teacher on sta ff. Now I'm the 
reigning elder in leng th of ser
vice. The maroon and grey have 
become my masco t colors. The 
landscape of fire escapes, secret 
passageways and all eys, narrow 
s ta irways a nd labyrinth ine 
bridges tha t twist amo ng the 
bui ldings tells the s tory o f my 
schoolday routines. This season 
our campus is changi ng. 

A couple of seniors working 
w ith the buildings and grounds 
folks from physica l p lant have 
ins ta lled some solid concrete 
p lanters with perennia l vines on 
the cement landings above the 
parking lot. I recommended jus t 
such a project years ago, and 
wro te letters to adminis tra tors 
and to co llege newsletters abou t 
it. It jus t happened o n its own 
thi s month. And then, the river 
project, w hich! tri ed to create as 
a one-p ro fessor ges ture a gen
era ti on ago, has come to pass on 
a fa r grander sca le than I could 
have imagined. All I d id was 
put in a canoe and a silly rubber 
li fe-ra ft down the circu laropen
ing into the hidden sewer, like a 
phantom in Paris, cl imb down 
the ladder w ith some s tudents, 
padd le about, and snap some 
shots o f the perspective you ge t. 
I had no idea the w hole college 
would get into the act. 

I guess by now Rhode Island 
School of Design and I fi t each 
o ther. But commencements and 
gradua tions are like fami ly ga th
eri ngs, especia lly Rhode Island 
wedd ings. Any thing can hap
pen and often does. It's seldom 
smooth sailing in open water. 

I ca n' t w rite of courses and 
prog rams like a dean, up-beat 
and inspiring . You lose you r 
way in a classroom, and mean
der down a different pa th from 
the one you thought was yours 
to choose. I figured I'd go to law 
school and fight for justi ce. The 
Sorbonne lured me instead into 
the charms of French culture. 
Ya le ya nked me back to English 
poetry. I went to H arvard to 
studyeducation asan art form
partly because it was a one-year 
program that paid for itself and 
offered instant w ork and pay. 
When I taught a writing and 
reading seminar a t Rhode ls
land School of Design I worked 
for a master's degree uphill be-

CUSTOM PRINTED WITH 
YOUR NAME AND/OR 

CUSTOM DESIGN 
Specializing in 

Bar /Bat Mitzvahs & 
Corporate Screening 

471 -3768 
1158-1164 N. Moin St. 
Providence, RI 07904 

FEATURE 

A campus in concrete. 

yond the Va n Wickle gates. I now 
gel gorgeous a lwnni magazines 
fro m the fanciest w-tiversities in 
the world, but actua lly I blun
dered and bwnped about li ke a 
trapped bird among the noble 
towers of learning. My best stu
dent days really were the boy
hood days among the Providence 

I guess by now Rhode 
Island School of Design 

and I fit each other. , 

public schools! I was at my best 
in spelli ng and reciti ng. 

Emerson said, the yea rs know 
something that the days miss. 
M y legacy has helped my 
da ug hte rs wi th their college 
applications. Within the com
puter a t least, l am an honorab le 
gradua te. Only I alone recall the 
tro ubles I knew amo ng my 
teac hers. I passed . I moved 
a long. O ne thing led to another. 

Herald photo by Mike Fink 

ljudgea classroom in pa rt by 
its a rchitecture or its landscape. 
Brown has copper beeches, su
perb forsy thia, charming stone 
benches, romantic turrets. Your 
feelings get hu rt by curt com
mentsor bluntgrades. Stoneand 
marble comfort you for hard 
words. 

When you hea r the d igni fied 
s tra ins o f the marching band, 
watch the parade of proud se
niors w ith their tassels and their 
gaudy shawls and co llars, and 
snap the g limpses of grins and 
shi ni ng eyes, remember these
crets held back, the fears and 
hopes, the s teppingstones lead
ing somehow by accident or 
d es ig n th ro ug h the private 
woodland of youth. 

I'm glad it's up to me to make 
the motion to confer the fine arts 
honors upon the brilliant young 
men and women of Rhode ls
land School of Design. I have 
watched them grope among the 
lonely studio stalls and spaces. I 
was born to s tand up and read 
tha t proclama tion. 

BRAND NEW BALLROOM 
Marriott has always been known 
for creating exquisite events with 

an unsu'l)alSe<l tradition of service 
and quality. But perhaps you 

didn't know that the Providence 

Marrion is also an 
exce llent va lue. 

Imagine your affair 

at our new Marquis 

Ballroom, an intimate -place that 

tastefully combines traditional 

decor with a fresh ambiance. 

Our seasoned Catering Director, 

Donna DiOrio, will ensure the 

important times of 

your life remain 

memories to las t 
a lifetime. 

For additional information please contact ou.r 
Catering Department at (401) 272,2400 

PROVIDENC~afflOff. 
One Onru Street • ProYidence, RI 02904 

., 
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THE JEWISH COMMUNITY 
Gil Mann Asks 'Why Be Jewish?' Happy Jerusalem Day 

by Sara Wise 
Herald Ed itor What could be more Jewish 

than a crowd of more than 
200 people gathering to 

hear the complaints and argu
ments of other Jews? 

Author Gil Mann, the fea 
tured speaker at the Rabbi Ber
nard H. and Minna Ziskind 
Memorial ·Lecture at Tefereth 
Israel Synagogue in New 
Bedford, told stories, drew dia
grams, and chal lenged the au
dience members to come up 
with their own definition of 
Judaism in his presentation, 
"Five Complaints Jews Have 
About Judaism and What Can 
Be Done About Them." 

Mann's com)llents we re 
based on the findings published 
in his recen t book, How to Get 
More Out of Bei11g Jewish Even if: 
You're Not Sure You Believe in G
d, You Think Going to Synagogue 
is a Waste of Time, You Think 
Keeping Kosher is Stupid, You 
Hated Hebrew School, or All of the 
Above! 

Although the awkward title 
sounds like a Jewish comedy 
schtick, the subjec t matter is 

quite serious. Bothered by the 
overwhelming defec tions of 
Jews from mainstream Judaism, 
Mann set out to learn why inter
est in Judaism is flagging. Using 
a standard market research ap
proach, Mann traveled around 
the country and conducted fo
cus groups with Jews to find out 
straight from the consumer what 
was wrong with the product. 

In his presentation, Mann 
shared with the audience his six 
conclusions based on the five 
major complaints he discovered 
and then provided a few pro
scriptions for how to fix them. 

One of his most powerful con
clusions was thatthe average Jew 
could not define Judaism. When 
he asked peoplewhatJudaismis, 
he received various responses: 
"a faith," "a culture," "a religion," 
"a nationality," "an identity," "a 
kind of food," "a race" ( a widely 
held misconception which he said 
our enemies love; "If we were a 
race, how could you convert to 
Judaism? You can't convert to be 
Caucasian, or convert to being 
black") 

Mann offered his own defini
tion of Judaism as "an all en-

LECTURE SPONSORS Shulamith and Sheldon Fr iedland 
congratulate author Gil Mann after the Rabbi Bernard H. and. 
Minna Zisk ind Memorial lecture. From left: Gi l Mann, Shulamith 
and Sheldon Friedland. Herald photo by Sara Wise 
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compassing way of life that con
sists.of three things: efhics,spiri
tuality and peoplehood." 

He arranged th~e three com
ponents into three intersecting 
circles. "People have a problem 
because you can live your life 
Jewishly in one circle without 
ever touching the other two. 
Most Jews live in the "people
hood" circle. Even the most un
affiliated Jew finds himself there 
when an anti-Semitic remark is 
made, it's an affront against 'my 
people."' Mann noted that the 
UJA capi talizes well on the no
tion of living within the 
peoplehood circle by pointing 
out Jewish people in peril in 
Russia and Ethiopia. 

Other complaints had to do 
with spirituality. Mann found 
that many people had troubles 
with Judaism because they were 
not sure they believed in G-d. 
He called this misconception the 
"Christianization of Judaism," 
because in Christianity, a belief 
in Christ is essential to being a 
Christian. He assured the audi
ence that it is in fact very Jewish 
to wrestle with your questions 
and doubts about G-d. "Don't 
worry, those questions are ko
sher," said Mann. 

Mann also criticized the way 
we access our spirituality. He 
said that we "spend too much 
time teaching our children how 
to be Jewish, and not enough 
time teaching them why to be 
Jewish." This is a major reason 
for what he called ''bar mitzvah 
dropout," the trend for Jews to 
show an interest in Judaism only 
up unti l their bar mitzvah. To 
reverse this trend, he suggested 
that we spend more time with 
adults and show them how Ju
daism is relevant to the things 
they grapple with like medica l 
issues and business di lemmas. 

He also suggested including 
parents in their chi ldren's Jew
ish educationandreshapingthat 
education to take the focus off 
rote Hebrew study and concen
trate more on the untranslat
able meanings behind many of 
the words. "You could really go 
in depth and study a concept 
like tzedakah or tikkun olam," said 
Mann . 

Most importantly, we each 
need to have a valid answer to 
the question ''Why be Jewish?" 
"Most people can' t articulate a 
good answer to w hy they're 
proud to be Jewish, but each 
person needs to have an answer 
to rise to the crisis, and it's fun 
learning to formulate those an
swers," said Mann. 

June 4 Marks the 29th Anniversary of the 
Reunification of Jerusalem Under Israeli Rule. 

A Prayer in Honor of Yorn )'.erushalayim -
The Reunification of Jerusalem 

The late afternoon sun casts its glint over the s tone of Jerusa
lem. 

The City of Peace has become golden once more. . 
The cry of the muezzin echoes in the distance. Church bells 

tinkle softly. 
At the Kotel, voices in prayer transcend time and history. 
Jerusalem! Sacred to three faiths, but utterly unique to us, to 

the Jewish people. 
Here, 3,000 years ago, David, King of Israel, established his 

capital. Here, Solomon built a Temple to the Lord . 
Here, Isaiah declared: "The Torah will come forth from Zion 

and the word of G-d from Jerusa lem." 
Here, Babylonians, Greeks, Romans, Persians, Byzanti nes, 

Moslems,Crusaders,Ottomansand British all triumphed. 
But only the Jewish people remained in Jerusalem, always 

keeping it in mind and soul. 
Wherever we went, Jerusalem followed us. Our synagogues 

faced Jerusa lem. Under the wedding canopy, we remem
bered Jerusa lem. 

At the end of the seder and at the end of Yorn Kippur, we 
hoped: "Next year in Jerusa lem." 

In June 1967, on the 28th day of lyar, 5727, divided Jerusa lem 
became one again. As the barbed wire and barriers disap
peared, wholenes~ returned to Jerusa lem. 

How can we ever forget that image of hardened soldiers 
weeping unrestrained at the Kotel? 

This year, as we mark Yorn Yerushalayim, we celebrate the 
ongoing renewal and vitality of Jerusalem. 

We welcome a ll those from the four corners of the globe who 
are finding in Jerusa lem a refuge from oppression and 
hate. 

As friends of Jerusa lem, we recommit ourselves to work fo r 
its progress and well being. 

Now, more than ever, may Jerusa lem, the City of Peace, 
become the model for living in mutual harmony and 
respect. 

At the Kotel, it is getting darker, the shadows lengthen, and 
colors deepen. Our tradition put it well : "There is no 
beauty like the beauty of Jerusalem." 

On Yorn Yerushalayim and always, let ours be the privilege 
of rejoicing with Jerusalem at peace. 
Prepared by the United Jewish Appeal Rabbinic Cabinet 

Agudas Achim Welcomes 
Prospective Members 

A special service to welcome 
prospective members wi ll be 
held at 7:30 p.m. on June 6, at 
Congregation Agudas Achim, 
901 N. Main St., Attleboro. The 
synagogue, located just off 
Route 95 on the Attleboro/ 
North Attleboro line, is home to 
the area's only Reconstructionist 
Congregation. The Jewish 
Reconstructionist Movement is 
rapidly growing in America, 
combining contemporary val-

ues with a respect for the Jewish 
tradition. 

Congregation Agudas Achim 
holds weekly Friday night and 
Saturdaymorningservices, and 
provides religious school for 
children in kindergarten 
through seventh grades. Pre
school and teen programs are 
also held at the synagogue. 

NEil GREENFELD 

Founded in 1911, Agudas 
Achim includes families and 
individuals of diverse back
grounds and lev~ls of obser
vance. The congregation wel
comes families with young chil
dren, unaffiliated Jews, and in
terfaithcouples. The synagogue 
building is wheelchair acces
sible. 

GENERAL CONTRACTOR 
KITCHEN 
REMODELING 
INTERIOR PAINTING/ 
WALLPAPERING/TILE 

TAKING CARE OF ALL 
YOUR BUILDING NEEDS 

783-0519 Lie. #4200 

All are welcome to attend the 
service for prospective members 
on June 6. For further informa
tionaboutcongregationAgudas 
Achim or the service, contact 
the synagogue officeat(508) 222-
2243. 

Let our advertisers 
know you saw 

their ads in 
The Rhode Island 

Jewish Herald. 
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Temple Torat Yisrael Hosts 

Annual Meeting 
by Harold Winthrop and 

Edmund Beck 
Lieutenant Gov . Bernard 

Jackvony and Philip West were 
guest speakers at the recent Men's 
Club program held May 18. Their 
presentation was well received. 

West enlightened us about 

the outrageous spending of fed
eral and state candidates run
ning for office. He collected sig
natures on his petition to cor
rect the situation. 

Adie Luber, former director 
of D.E.A., introduced the lieu
tenant governor. He discussed 

his experience as presiding presi
dent of the state legislated sen
ate. He commended Gov. Lin
coln Almond for success in accu
mulating a surplus in the budget. 
He complimented Almond for 
bringing new enterprises into the 
state of Rhode Island. 

From left, Edmund Beck, Frank Prosnitz, David Klatzner, Philip West, Lt. Gov. Bernard J ackvony, 
and Adie Luber. Photo by Harold Winthrop 

Brown University Students Share 
Interfaith Leadership Award 

Jennifer Sherling, '97 and 
Erica Kimberly Taylor, '97, co
founders and coordinators of 
Ujarnrnah-Yachad, a Jewish 
and Africa11-American dia
logue group, will s hare this 
year's Gladys and Sherwin 
Kapstein Foundation Inter
faith Leadership Award. The 
Interfaith Leadership Award 
is presented by the chaplains' 
office, in honor of Charles 
Baldwin, university chaplain, 
emeritus, to a graduating se
nior who has made a signifi
cant contribution to inter-reli
gious community building 
and programming. 

Ujammah-Yachad (the words 
mean "together," in Swahili and 

Hebrew respectively) grew out 
of Sherling's and Taylor's de
sire to work on alliances across 
differences. Sherling, who is ac
tive in the Jewish community, 
and Taylor, who is both active 
in the African-American com
munity and a practicing Chris
tian, decided to turn their ef
forts toward dialogue, bridge 
building and mutual under
standing between Jewish and 
African-American students at 
Brown University. A highlight 
of the group's life was a four
day trip to Washington, D.C., in 
October of 1995, during which 
students visited museums, at
tended worship services in both 
traditions and met with Jewish 

Board Installation at Temple Shalom 
The 36th annual meeting of 

the Congregation of Temple 
Shalom, the Conservative Con
gregation of Newport County, 
recently took place. Rabbi Marc 
S. Jagolinzer,spiritual leader for 
the past 22 years, delivered his 

Sharansky to Take 
on Deep Blue 

by Naomi Segal 

annual State of the Congrega
tion address. 

The installation of the new 
board members will take place 
on June 10 at 7 p.m. A wine and 
cheese reception will be followed 
by a Shavuot Festival Service 
during which Rabbi Jagolinzer 
will install the newly elected offi
cials and an Oneg Yorn Tov will 
conclude the evening, graciously 
sponsored by Joseph and Karen 
Dann.in. All are welcome to at
tend. 

and African-American leaders 
and scholars. 

According to students' testi
monies, even more important 
were the many hours of infor
mal conversations during the 
weekend. Sherling and Taylor 
also presented a workshop at 
the Na tional"Conference on Race 
and Ethnicity in Higher Educa
tion, as well as organized nu
merous programs on campus, 
including a jointly written Pass
over seder for freedom and a 
Group Independent Study 
Project on Black-Jewish rela
tions. 

The award was presented at 
the baccalaureate brunch dur
ing commencement weekend. 

Jewish War 
Veterans Host 

52nd Convention 
The Jewish War Veterans of 

the U.S.A., department of Rhode 
Island, will hold its 52nd annual 
department convention, June 8, 
at 9 a.rn. at Temple Arn David, 
40GardinerSt., Warwick. Break
fast will be served. 

Memorial services for our 
departed comrades will be held 
at 11 a.rn. All members are in
vited. 

The Art of Marriage on 
Display in New York 

A riveting exhibition of 240 
decorated ketubbot, Jewish 
marital contracts, from the 17th 
to 20th centuries will be on dis
play at the Library of the Jewish 
Theological Seminary from May 
15 through Labor Day. 

The exhibition, "Courtship 
and Contract: Decorated 
Ketubbot From Europe and the 
Orient," is an impressive assem
blage of some of the world's 
most glorious marital contracts, 
culled from the Zucker Family 
Collection of Oriental and Eu
ropean ketubbot. 

The manuscripts in the 
Zucker Family Collection ema
nate from a variety of commu
nities worldwide. Among the 
highlights are examples from 
the Meshed community ofPer
sia, written in Persian and 
richly illuminated; a gold
leafed contract dated 1881 
from Bombay; a ketubbah 
from Calcutta, 1858, with a flo
ra l border filled with exotic 
birds and animals. 

Also included in the exhibi
tion is a large selection of docu-

rnents from Ancona, Italy, a pro
lific center of ketubbah produc
tion. The majority of these fol
low the archetypical Ancona for
mat, with arched tops, floral 
borders, birds and wreaths. Im
pressive borders from other Ital
ian towns are exemplified by a 
contract from Mondovi, 1884, 
with its delicate micrography, 
and a ketubbah from Rome, 
1771, which bears a coat of arms 
and biblical scenes inspired by 
the bridal couples' names. 

"Courtship and Contract" is 
curated by Sharon Lieberman 
Mintz and Elka Deitsch with Dr. 
Shalom Sa bar, a visiting profes
sor at the seminary and the 
world's leading expert in 
ketubbot. 

The Jewish Theo logica I Semi
nary is located on Broadway and 
122nd Street on Manhattan's 
Upper West Side. The hours of 
the exhibition are Sunday, 9:30 
a.m. to lOp.rn.; Monday through 
Thursday, 8 a.m. to 10 p.m. and 
Fridays, 8 a.rn. to 5 p.m. For 
information, call the library at 
(212) 678-8975. 

Touro Fraternal Assn. 
Installs Officers 

Touro Fraternal Association, 
the east's largest independent 
Jewish fraternal order, launched 
its 80th year on May 28 with its 
annual installation of officers 
and board members. 

The installation ceremonies 
were held during the assoc
iation's annual dinner meeting 
at its headquarters at 45 Rolfe 
Square. The installing offi cer 
was Dr. Burton Fischman, mas
ter of ceremonies was Morton 
Co ken. Both are past presidents 
of the association. 

One-third of the association's 
board of directors were installed 
for three-year terms which ex
pire in the year 2000. They are 
Andrew Lamchick of West War
wick; Nathan Lury,Robert Miller 
and Bruce Weisman of Warwick; 
and Peter Traugott and Irving 
Wolpert of Providence. 

Lodge officers installed for 

one year were: 
Harmony Lodge - Alan 

Lury, Pawtucket, president; Dr. 
Aaron Sherman, Warwick, vice 
president; Richard Glucksman, 
Cranston, secretary; and Peter 
Hodosh, also of Cranston, trea
surer. 

Friendship Lodge - Stevan 
Labush, Warwick, president; 
Andrew Gilstein, Warwick, vice 

.president;JeffreyGoldberg, West 
Warwick, secretary, and David 
Fieser, Warwick, treasurer. 

On June 4 the association's 
board of directors will hold its 
annual organizational meeting 
to elect its leadership. 

Since its founding in 1918, 
the association (not affiliated 
with Touro synagogue) has built 
an enviable reputation for ser
vice to its members, course, and 
equally important, to the corn
rnuni ty at large. 

JERUSALEM (JTA)- Na tan 
Sharansky is going to try his 
luck next month against Deep 
Blue, the IBM computer that de
feated world chess champion 
Gary Kasparov, in a six-game 
match earlier this month. 

PICK A SIZE. ANY SIZE. ONLY 79C. Any size ice cold, 

thirst quenching, 

refreshing Pepsi After Sharansky, Is rael's 
trade and industry minister, 
expressed interest in taking on 
the supercomputer, IBM invited 
him to play during an official 
business trip to the United States 
slated for next month. 

Though no grandmaster, 
Sharansky perfected his chess 
game during the nine years he 
spent in a Soviet jail as a political 
dissident before corning to Israel 
in 1986. Lastyear,Sharanskywon 
a game against Kasparov, who 
was playing 25 games simulta
neously at the time. 

For his part, Kasparov, who 
is currently in Israel to inaugu
rate the opening of a new chess 
center, said he wanted to take 
the computer on again. 

fountain drink is only 

79¢ at participating 

APlus mini markets 

and Aplus Express 

stores. Visit your 

neighborhood 

APlus today. ..,... ~ 
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B'nai Mitzvah Students Become Friends and Family 

by Tara V. Lisciandro 
Herald Editor It all began with a crash course 

in Hebrew three years ago. 
Forty-eight curious members 

of Temple Am David in War
wick gathered together to learn 
fromRabbiNechamaGoldberg. 
The class ran for six weeks and 
all 48 adult students learned to 
read Hebrew successfully. Rabbi 
Goldberg's class was a great 
success, and so was she. Con
gregation members admired her 
immediately. Her teaching 
methods and materials were of 
great interest to the congrega
tion. Rabbi Goldberg then of
fered a Jewish studies course at 
her temple. The course could be 
taken by any member, but for 
those who wereseriousenough, 
the course would open doors to 
an enlightening challenge. Six 
enthusiastic adults (out of the 
original 48) quickly formed a 
unique two-year study group, 
their goal being a bar/bat mitz
vah. 

Seated in a close-knit circle, 
each member shared their un
forgettable experience of the 
course that has reshaped.their 
Ii ves. The course was more than 
just a preparation for the b'nai 
mitzvah, which will take place 
June 21. The study group in
volved aseriesofciassesonJew
ish movies, literature and cook
ing as well as holidays. "It was a 
fun series," said Alice Goldstein, 
a teacher and member of the· 
study group. Goldstein was first 
convinced seven years ago by a 
cantor to recite a haftarah, 
"gradually I learned how to lead 
services." As Adult Education 
chairwoman for the congrega
tion, Goldstein taught many of 

the classes for her fellow com
panions. "I always learn a great 
deal when I teach," stated 
Goldstein. 

Each member came from a 
different Judaic background. 
Some had been brought up Or
thodox, others, Conservative. 
But no one had previously given 
their Judaic faith any serious 
concern. "I was looking for a 
place to feel comfortable," said 
Jane Levenison, a new mom, 
"the rabbi has been so support
ive and great." As Levenison 
took on the responsibilities of 
being a mother she also took on 
a teaching role. Rabbi Goldberg 
gave audio-cassettes of the ser
vice to her faithful students. 
Levenison noticed one day that 
her9-month-old baby boy, Zack, 
was very attentive to the rabbi's 
voice and began to sing along 
with her on the tape! 

"My wife dragged me to an 
Orthodox synagogue, I didn't 
understand anything there. So 
we went toa Reform synagogue 
and I understood something. 
Then we came here and I fell in 
love with the rabbi," said Bob 
Hodosh, with a little chuckle. 
Slowly he began to read He
brew and understand it. 
"There's so much to learn. I'm 
very impressed with myself," 
stated Hodosh proudly. 
Hodosh, the only male in the 
group, had the support not only 
of his fellow companions and 
Rabbi Goldberg, but his "1ife 
also aided him throughout the 
course. 

All of the study group mem
bers found a new home at 
Temple Am David, and they 
found a new, extended family 
as well. "This is my life, my 

p££1.\tlG ,u,,10 
BIM\tll> 'fOUtl 
l'fiGI.ASSIS 
Otlt011At1 
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Attend a Free Informational Seminar 
on Excimer Laser Surgery for 
Treatment of Nearsightedness 

Presented by EZRA L. GALLER, M.D. 
Rhode Island 's Most Experienced Excimer Laser Surgeon 

Wednesday, June 4, 1997 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
Sheraton Tara Airport Hotel, 1850 Post Road, Warwick, RI 

• Dr. Galler is fellowship-trained in laser vision 
correction and he was the first to use the 
Excimer Laser in Rhode Island. 

• Free evaluation with Dr. Gal le r for 

all who attend seminar. 

For more information 
or to make reservations 
for this or future 
seminars, ca ll 
738-4800 or 
1-800-KOCH EYE. 

second home. I leave my glasses 
here, my shoes, everything, 
here," said Bay la Sklaroff. Cur
rently Sklaroff is changing her 
name legally to Bayla, Hebrew 
for Beverly. Sklaroff has been 
called the"puppy" of the group, 
as she is known to have fol
lowed the rabbi faithfully, con-

attended every course offered. 
"I joined and it was the best 
thingleverdid," said Bojarwith 
an adorable smile. Bojar grew 
up ata Reform temple and never 
learned Hebrew. ''My mother 
lived her religion," said Bojar. 
And now she follows in her 
mother's footsteps, years later. 

teach everyone," said Sklaroff. 
Rabbi Goldberg is originally 
from New York and attended 
The Jewish Theological Semi
nar in New York. Only four 
years ago she became a rabbi. 

Rabbi Goldberg was very 
impressed with the results of 
her course. "I am so proud of 

THE B'NAI MITZVAH CLASS of Temple Am David. From left, Fanny Bojar, Jane Levenison, 
Alice Goldstein, Bob Hodosh, Bayla Sklaroff, Toby Horowitz and Rabbi Nechama Goldberg. 

stantly asking questions and 
dwelling on answers. "When I 
saw the rabbi I thought, if a 
woman can do this, so could I." 
Hersweeteyesclearlyexpressed 
the group's impact on her life, 
and her gentle smile was worn 
with pride as she satin the com
pany of her dear friends. 

Toby Horowitz spoke with 
certainty, "This was something 
I always wanted to do." She 
grew up in an Orthodox family 
and therefore didn't study. It 
was only when her own chil
dren began to study Hebrew 
that her own curiosity grew 
stronger. "The learning was 
great," she stated. "The best part 
during the course was the dia
logue. They've tried todo things 
like this here before but never 
followed through with them like 
Rabbi Goldberg." Horowitz has 
been active with the temple for 
years, holding many positions 
to assist the congregation. 

After hearing Rabbi Goldberg 
sing the Kaddish, Fanny Bojar 

Bojar is a dedicated and excited 
student, who's expecta tions 
never stretched this far. "The 
more I got into it the more I 
wanted to know," stated Bojar. 
"Everyone had such enthusiasm 
teaching the course. It's been 
one of the most memorable pe
riods of my life, maybe the most 
memorable." 

The six dedicated adults are 
almost ready for their well-mer
ited and special celebration. 
They spoke with excitement and 
a bit of nervousness, well, a lot 
of nervousness. "We care, that's 
why we're nervous," stated 
Goldstein. But they spoke as a 
family, a group of friends that 
have known ea·ch other for years. 
Their child-like nervousness 
could be easily tamed from the 
words of one another. Their 
closeness was one to be admired. 
Every member was thankful to 
Rabbi Goldberg who has taught 
and supported them 100 per
cent." No one else has inspired 
us like her. She finds ways to 

I 
I 
I 
I 
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Herald photo by Tara V. Lisciandro 

them," said Rabbi Goldberg, 
"You have to hear them sing on 
Friday night, there is so much 
warmth. This is every rabbi's 
dream. You don't have to twist 
arms. They wanted to do this. 
I'm the enabler, they pushed 
themselves. This is going to be 
the best bar /bat mitzvah of the 
year." 

Beautiful Hebrew letters in 
gold decorate the noble invita
tions to the b'nai mitzvah cel
ebration in June. Rabbi Gold
berg created the invitations for 
her students, she also coordi
nated a luncheon, "with a big 
chocolate cake," exclaimed 
Bojar, for afterwards. Three hun
dred invitations were sent out 
to family and friends of the faith
ful study group and most are 
planning to attend . 

But not every story has a 
happy ending. After the b'nai 
mitzvah, Rabbi Goldberg will 
be leaving Temple Am David. 
"It's almost like a good book 
you hate to see end," said Bojar. 
AllofRabbiGoldberg'sdevoted 
students spoke fondly of her. 
They will feel the loss of her 
presence and Rabbi Goldberg 
will feel the same. "I just wanted 
to open the door," said Rabbi 
Goldberg, "I have the image of 
the Pied Piper. Judaism is the 
beautiful melody that I get to 
play, it turns people on and they 
follow. They just keep singing." 

The study group members 
hope to carry on the inspiring 
lessons that Rabbi Goldberg has 
left them with. TI1ey have ideas 
and plans of their own that they 
would like lo implement. But they 
would also like to continue their 
studies and increase their knowl
edge. As Sklaroff said, "I look at 
tl'lis as my stepping stone." 
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Bristol Synagogue Dedicates Vestry to Innovative Cantor 
A Tiny Temple With Deep 
Ecumenical Roots Thrives 
Under Unique Leadership 

by Sara Wise 
Herald Editor The United Brothers Syna

goguesi ts quietly nes tled be
tween prim colonial resi

dences on historic High Street 
in downtown Bris tol. A large 
wooden Mogen David in the 
second floor window is the only 
indicaliontha tthegrayshing led 
building is a ny different from 
the res t of the houses on the 
street.The second oldest Rhode 
Island temple a fter Touro, the 
United Brothers Synagogue has 
a long ecumenical hi s tory of re
ligious flexibility a nd tolerance. 
Visitors immed ia te ly fee l the 
warmth and charm of the inti
mate haven that has welcomed 
guests of different faiths to ex
perience its unique servi ces. 

The precious synagogue has 
been kept a live la rge ly through 
the dedica tion of Dr. William 
Crausman, an ordained ca ntor 
who has volunteered his ser
vices for the past 23 yea rs. 

"Bristol has always had 
an ecumenical spirit and 
has welcomed the Jewish 
synagogue in its midst." 

Cantor William Crausmnn 

In a fitting tribute to a man 
who has he lped transform both 
the synagogue itself and its ser
vice, thecongrega lion will honor 
Crausma n by d ed ica ting its 
main vestry to him during the 
Friday night service on June 6. 
He will be presented wi th a 
bronze plaque that wi II hang on 
the hi storic wa ll of lhe vestry. 

In keeping with its ricli ecu
menical tradition, lhe syna
gogue'sownchoir wi ll be joined 
by Our Lady of Mt. Carmel 
Choir under the d irection of 
Raymond Buttero, a music pro
fessor at URI who had served as 
the synagogue's vo lun teer or
ganist and choir director for the 
past15 years. Buttero has taught 
the church choir par ts of the 
Jewish service which they wi ll 
sing at the dedication service. 

Crausman played an impor
tant role in reviving the unused 
synagogue in 1975, and also in 
developing a serv ice that ap
peals to a wide audience. He 
has never accepted any pay for 
hi s work. "I always felt I got 
more from being'lhecantor than 
I could ever give back. I feel tha t 
G-d has been very good to me. I 
felt I had a gift that was going to 
be wasted until I found out about 
the efforts to revive lhe syna
gogue in Bris tol." 

A Synagogue Reborn 

In 1975, Al Brody, a relative 
newcomer to Bris tol , s pear
headed an effort to restore the 
dilapid a ted synagogue tha t had 
been dormant s ince the 1960s. 
"The place was falling apart, it 
was in tota l disrepair, barren 
inside; it brought tea rs lo my 
eyes," said Crausma n who, with 
a ha ndful o f families, he lped 
refu rbish the temple, obtained 

historica l status and volun
teered to conduct services "as 
long as they need me." Young
sters from the Barrington Jew
ish Center and a local Girl Scout 
troop, many of whom were not 
Jewish, spent months plaster
ing, painting, floor sanding and 
puttying windows. Brody de
scribes the work as a labor of 
love. "We all worked very hard 
to get that synagogue back to
gether. " 

After six months of hard 
work, during which lime the 
scrolls were rechecked, new cov
erings were dona ted , and the 
original re li gious ornaments 
were tracked down, the syna
gogue finally opened its doors 
for business again. 

Twenty-three yea rs later, 
Cra usman is s till conducti ng 
services in Bris tol on the first 
Friday night of each month. "We 
wanted to have so me thing 
people wou ld remember. If a 
holiday falls close to the first 
Friday, we celebra te it on tha t 
night. By ha vi ng services the 
first Friday, no matter where 
people go or how long they've 
been away, they a lways know 
w hen we'll be there." The only 
exception is for the High Holy 
Days which are observed on 
their ac tua l da te. 

BrodycreditsCrausman with 
keeping the synagogue going. 
" It was a lways a labor of love; 
Bill has donea fantastic job, with
out him, we would have no con
gregation. G-d's go t to look 
down on that place and be hys
teri ca l with the cast of charac
ters we have there!" 

Since the red edi ca tion in 
1975, membership has grown 
and includ es many out-of
s ta te rs from as far away as New 
York and Florida. One out-of 
towner sa id , "I was jus t travel
ing through, a ttended a service 
and was spoiled forever, I have 
never been so moved by a syna
gogue serv ice." Many o ther 
members feel that way too;some 
li ve in Providence, Warwick, 
and other towns in Rhode ls
land and gu ile a few classify 
themselves a t "non-synagogue" 
types, bu t find the Bristol syna
gogue to be an exception. 

Crausman says it's the ser
vice that makes people wa nt lo 
join. "They' re taken in by the 
warmth, the ambiance, the mu
sic. Some jus t want to be part of 
a his toric synagogue so they sign 
up and come a few times a year, 
we've become inter-s tate now." 

Harriet Pries t, who li ves in 
Providence and has been a mem
ber of United Brothers Syna
gogue for nearly three years, 
sa id that Crausman leads an 
impressive service. "He does a 
g rea t job making the service in
teresting; the music is won
d erful a nd it's not a s tiff type of 
service, he jokes a little here and 
there. At Purim he passed out 
song sheets that brought back 
memories of Hebrew school." 

Priest says tha t the other 
members a lso make it worth the 
trip. "You feel very comfortable 
there, yo u're not just a number 
like at some other synagogues. 
It's a very warm place." 

Crausman, who gave up be
ing a professional cantor to be 
both a doctor and a lawyer, said 
sarasli ca lly, "Being a ca ntor was 

THE UNITED BROTHERS Synogogue in Bristol. Plzoto courtesy of RI Jewish Historical Association 

no profession for a nice Jewish 
boy. 1 now enjoy the best of both 
worlds. Ihavenoexecutiveboard 
to jump to, and no rabbi to look 
over my shoulder. I can use the 
giftthatG-d gave me to innovate 
with complete freedom." 

One exa mple of that innova
tion was bring ing an orchestra 
into the synagogue. When other 
temples were deba ting the role 
of ins trumentation in the syna
gogue service, Crausman orga
ni zed a full orchestra in 1982 to 
conduct what he called "a land
mark service reminiscent of the 
early temple in Jerusa lem 2,000 
yea rs ago." The service was vid
eotaped and shown on a loca l 
television station. 

Jewish famili esasanoutgrowth 
of the Young Men's H ebrew 
Association that had existed as 
ea rly as 1895. Services were held 
in people's homes until the 
present building was erected in 
1916. 

During the early part of the 
century, it provid ed for the spiri
tual needs of a relatively large 
Jewish community, many of 
whom had come to the area to 
work in the loca l rubber plant. 

The congrega tion never had 
a rabbi. Ea rly congregants led 
theirown servicesand arranged 
for a semi nari an to officiate on 
the High Holy Days. 

Before the current building 
was erected, Dr. George Lyman 
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UNITED BROTHERS SYNAGOGUE 
IN BRISTOL 

Is having their annual membenhip drive 
_We wish you would join •us in our quaint, historical synagogue 

founded in 1900 
CANTOR WILLIAM CRAUSMAN 

will conduct the High Holiday Services accompanied by a choir 
Our dues are $100 per family and no building fund. Our ser
vices are held the first Friday of every month 

Please can tact our President, 
STEVEN ROTH, at 253-6905 

if you are interested 

In 1992, he was chosen by 
Bristol's Fourtj"l of July Com
mittee to conduct the first Jew
ish Ecumenical Service in 200 
years, as part of Bristol's tradi
tional holiday celebration. 

Crausmanexplained that the 
ecumenical nature of the place 
reaches much farther back than 
his recent innovations. "Bri sto l 
has always had an ecumenical 
spirit and has welcomed the 
Jewish synagogue in its midst." 

A History of Interfaith 
Cooperation 

The United Brothers Syna
gogue in Bris tol was chartered 
in 1900 by a small number of 

Locke, the pastorofSt. Michael 's 
Episcopal Church, taught He
brew and helped find a perma
nent home for the congregation. 
St. Michael 's Church also gave 
severa l reading stands and lec
terns to the fledgling synagogue. 
St. Mary's Catholic Church do
nated the dark wo·oden pews 
that are s till in use today. 

Because the community was 
small, unlike larger metropoli
tan areas, Jews couldn' t isolate 
themselves within a Jewish en
clave because there just weren' t 
enough people. This may have 
con tributed to the receptive 
behavior of the rest of the Bris
tol community. 

By the early 1950s, many of 
the Jews had moved away and 
the synagogue closed its doors. 
The scro lls, candelabras and 
other religious items were dis
tributed to former members for 
safekeeping and the little build
ing remained in disrepair for 
over two decades until it was 
rededicated in 1975. 

"This synagogue has always 
been at the cutting edge of inter
faith brotherhood," said Craus
man, citing the donated pews, 
lecterns, and the Christian He
brew school teacher as early 
evidence. A electronic pipe or
gan was later donated by a 
church in Jamestown. 

Even the walls offer messages 
of peaceful brotherhood be
tween religions. Two s tained 
g lass windows on either side of 
the bimah, donated by syna
gogu e members Marvin and 
Joan Glickman, show Moses on 
one side, and Naomi and Ruth 
ontheother.Crausmansaid that 
the women symbolize fri end
ship, devotion and positive in
terfaith relations and also un
derscore the notion of equality 
for women. 

Early on Crausman fashioned 
the synagogues services for full 
participation of women and 
worked to accommodate the 
spiritual needs of a growing 
community of interfaith fami
lies. 

"I wanted a service that was 
comfortable for everyone. After 
a few years I looked out into the 
congregation and saw a lot of 
interfaith couples, some with 
spouses who had converted , 
others with a non-Jewish 
spouse, so I fashioned the ser
vice so that people who identify 
with other faiths can be touched 
and moved by our service too . 
But it's sti ll a Jewish service." 

The U11ited Brothers Sy11a
gogue is located at 205 High Street 
i11 Bristol. The Ju11e 6 service will 
begi11 at 8 p.111 . a11d is open to the 
public. 
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ARTS AND ENTER-TAINMENT 
Anniversary Party 
Celebrates Cape 

Verdean Community 
by Tara V. Lisciandro 

Herald Editor There were almost 1,000 
guests at the celebration of 
the third anniversary of the 

Cape Verdean American Com
munity Development Center 
just ti-tis past weekend. A rain
bow of beautiful evening gowns, 
paired with handsome tuxedoes 
and suits, decorated the Provi
denceConvention Center. While 
traditional Cape Verdean mu
sic was softly played a mix of 
languages could be heard as 
guests mingled. Creole was used 
most often, while others pre
ferred English and some, Portu
guese. Guests and performers 
werebusychattingwhilelsmael 
DaSilva, CACD president and 
event coordinator, was busy 
making sure everything was 
ready for the special evening. 
Special lighting, smoke effects 
and two large video screens 
were just some of the special 
technical props used for the 
CACD party. It was an elegant 
affair where so many had gath
ered for the third year in a row 
to help support and create a 
stronger Cape Verdeancommu
nity in America. 

"Celebrating Cape Verdean 
Music" was this year's theme. A 
long list of musical guests were 
invited to perform at the 
evening's gala event. Fifteen 
bands played a variety of typi
cal Cape Verdean music which 
was familiar to so many guests 
and dancers performed to rhyth
mic beats. DaSilva s tated that 
the Cape Verdean community 
could been seen and understood 
best through its music. Many 
guests came from the islands of 
Cape Verde, others from France, 
Portugal and Holland. Ben
vindo Cabral was the lively 
CACD spokesman. 

Throughout the evening vari
ous awards were given such as 
the Cape Verdean Partnership 

award, the Volunteer of the Year 
award,AthleteoftheYear,Cape 
Verdean Leadership award and 
the Cape Verdean News a ward. 
Whiledinnerwasserved,Cabral 
introduced Senator Jack Reed, 
state Senator Thomas Coderre, 
Dr. Richard Lobban and other 
supporters of the CACD. With 
the supporters' help and that of 
the community the CACD has 
been able to grow and provide 
services to those in need. The 
CACD is a non-profit organiza
tion which offers a variety of 
free classes such as ESL, GED 
and citizenship, as well as a 
food distribution program. The 
center is open not only to Cape 
Verdean families but other fami
lies in need as well. The CACD 
center is located in Pawtucket 
and hopes to eventually create a 
museum, library and resource 
center which will help increase 
awareness and knowledge 
about the Cape Verdean com
munity. 

After the Inquisition, many 
Jews, now Marranos, fled to the 
Cape Verde islands. The roles of 
the secret Jews in Cape Verde 
varied. Some were fortunate and 
gained ,wealth. Unfortunately, 
some became slaves, others were 
slave owners. But for the most 
part, their Jewish identity was 
kept hidden. Some practiced 
their faith in secret, while others 
practiced no religion. After 
many years, families were no 
longer aware of their religious 
heritage. Today, genealogical 
studies have discovered Jewish 
backgrounds in many Cape 
Verdean families. 

With the development of the 
CACD center in Rhode Island 
many families may be able to 
become more familiar with their 
religious backgrounds. Cape 
Verdeans may also be able to 
discover and spread their his
tory and culture with the help of 
the new CACD center. 

i1t Barnsider's 
A. Mile (6 A Ou_arter 

COMPLIMENTARY ENTREES FOR THE BRIDE & GROOM WHEN 
YOU HAVE A REHEARSAL DINNER OF 15 OR MORE PEOPLE 

BANQUET MENU PIANS 
ALL SERVED WITH SOUP AND A GARDEN SALAD, 

BAKED POTATO OR RICE PILAF 

OPTION t • $17.95* PER PERSON 

Choice o/ C hicken Teriyab:i, Baked Boelon Scrod or Petite Top Sirloin 
Coffee or Tea/lee Cream or Sherlx?t 

OPTION 2 • $19.95* PER PERSON 
C1,,,;,,,, o/Top Si,loin, Baked Stuffed Shrimp, Baked ScaUop, 

Coffee or Tea/lee Cream or Sherbet 

OPTION 3 • $21.95* PER PERSON 

Choice of Petite Prime Rib, Petite New York Si rloin, 
Baked Stuf(ed Shrimp & Si,loin, Baked ScaUo~• & Si,loin, 

Shrimp Scampi & Sirloin, Scrod & Sirloin 
Cof/ee or Tea/lee Cream or She,.lx,t 

OPTION 4 • $23,95* PER PERSON 
Choice o/ New York Sirloin , Prime Rih, 

Baked Scallop, & Prime Rih, Shrimp Scampi & Prime Rih, 
Baked Shrimp & Prime Rih, Scrod & Prime Rib 

Coffee or Tea/lee Cream or Sherbet 
"TA.X A.ND GRATUITY NOT INCLUDED 

37!5 SOUTH MAIN STREET, PROVIDENCE• 401·3!51•7300 

'Grease' Hits Providence 
For the Weekend at PPAC 

One of the most successful 
musicals in Broadway history, 
"Grease!" takes audiences back 
to high school in the 1950s dur
ing five performances, May 30 
through June 1 at the Providence 

Performing Arts Center. 
Written by Jim Jacobs and 

Warren Casey, "Grease!"blends 
the fashion, music, and dances 
from the early era of rock ' n' roll 
into a story about a romance 

TAKE A TRIP down rock 'n' roll memory lane and relive those 
high school "happy days" when "Grease!" pulls into the 
Providence Performing Arts Center May 30 through June 1. 

Photo by foan Marcus, The Troika Organization 

that develops between an un
likely pair of teen-agers. Songs 
including "We Go Together," 
"Summer Nights," "Shakin' at 
the High School Hop," and 
many others in the show cap
ture the essence of growing up 
in the late 1950s. 

"Grease!" is ranked as the 
fifth-longest-running musical in 
Broadway history. After open
ing on Broadway in 1972, 
"Grease!" was nominated for 
seven Tony Awards, including 
Best Musical. "Grease!" ran for 
almost eight years on Broad
way and had the distinction of 
being the longest-runrting mu
sical on Broa~way when it 
closed in 1980. 

The popularity of "Grease!" 
had not been confined to Broad
way. Since 1972, there have been 
five national touring companies 
of the show that have played 
throughout the Urtited States. 
The original London production 
ran for two years, and "Grease!" 
was a huge hit in Mexico City 
where it was called "Vaselino!" 
The show has gone on to play in 
a host of foreign countries 
throughout Europe and Austra
lia . 

Tickets for "Grease!" are 
available by calling 421-ARTS. 
Box office hours are Monday to 
Friday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and 
Saturday, noon to 5 p.m. 

Ticket prices are $41, $39, $37, 
$29 and $27, including a $1.50 
renovation fee. Discounts for 
groups of 20 or more are avail
able. Tickets are also available 
through Ticketrnaster locations 
or by calling 331-2211. 

Renowned Gardener Elsa 
Bakaler Speaks at Swanhurst 

Elsa Bakalar, a well-known 
gardener, will speak and host a 
book signing at McAuley Hall 
at Salve Regina University on 
June 10 at 10:30 a.m. as a part of 
the Swanhurst Showhouse fes
tivities. The focus of her lecture, 
entitled "A Garden of One's 
Own," is to educate gardeners 
and non-gardeners alike how to 
create and tend to a garden. 

Bakalar's work has been fea
tured in Horticulture Magazine as 
well as the Boston Globe and 
Nwsday. Her lectures and work
shops have been offered under 
the auspices of Harvard 
University's Arnold Arboretum, 
the New England Wildflower 
Society, the New York Botanical 
Garden and numerous garden 
clubs and professional organiza
tions across the country. The Bos
ton Globe was quoted as saying 
"Bakalar'ssuccesshas been abet-

IN (Hf PACH( T \INCf 1\J}q 

Fine Dining in a Relaxed 
Country Atmosphere 

YOUR HOSTS, 
THE LAVOIE'S 

Chepachet Village, R.I 
(401) 568 7161 

AT THE JUNCTION OF 
RTES 44, 100, 102 

ted by her charming wit, her skill 
as a teacher and a talent for relat
ing to people as well as plants." 

Newport Show house Guild is 
an organization of volunteers 
who dedicate time to raise funds 
for local charities and plan de
signer show houses every two to 
three years. Tickets for Bakalar' s 
lecture and book signing are $35 
and include a tour of the 
SwanhurstShowhouse. Proceeds 
from ticket sales will benefit 
Lucy's Hearth and the Women's 
Resource Center, two Newport 
area non-profitorganizations that 
support and care for women and 
children in crisis. Additional 
funds raised through related 
special events during the 
monthlong showini,; will also be 

donated to those organizations. 
The Swanhurst Showhouse 

willbeopenfromJune3through 
June 29. Hours are Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday and Sat
urday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Friday 
10 a.m. to 7 p.m. and Sunday 1 to 
4 p.m. Wednesdays are "Design
ers' Day" when the designers of 
each area will beat the house to 
share their ideas with visitors. 
The Showhouse will be closed 
on Mondays. Tickets will cost 
$15.00 A gift boutique will be 
open during Show house hours 
and will be filled with decora
tive accessories and gifts. Light 
lunches and refreshments will 
be served in the Tea · Room 
through the day. For more in
formation, call 841-9375. 

All Children's Theatre 
Holds Open Audition 

The award-winning All 
Children's Theatre Ensemble 
announces this year's open teen 
auditions. These auditions will 
be held on June 10 and 11 from 4 
p.m. to 7 p .m. at the Fox Point 
Elementary School theatre lo
cated at 455 Wickenden St., en
trance on East St., in Providence. 

ACT's Teen Auditions are 
open to all young people (no geo
graphic limitations) aged 13 to 
17. Interested teens should come 

prepared with two, one-minute, 
contrasting monologues and a 
song. 

Qualifying to become a part of 
the ACT Ensemble gives young 
people the opportunity to study 
all facets of the dramatic arts with 
some of the best theatre profes
sionals in the state and to per
form in not only the most popu
lar of children's plays but in ex
perimental pieces as well. 

For information,call331-7174. 
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The Vatican's Secret Kidnapping 
by Tara V. Lisciandro 

Herald Editor 

While touring the piazza of 
St. Peter and wa lking into the 
ancient world of the Vatican, 1 
couldn' t help but feel as if I were 
in another world, Italy was 
somewhere in the background . 
Maybe for one who fights with 
her own re li g ious faith, the 
Vatican becomes a strong point 
for reflec tion . Wandering 
through the private city's vari
ous constructions for the first 
time, their corrid ors e laborately 
decorated with traces of go ld 
and enormous paintings from 
ceiling to floor, I had imagined 
Vatican City to be different. It 
was a magical world instead; 
the riches, the wealth, the art, 
the beauty. There wasn't a chair, 
nor ti le that wasn't ornate, it 
was amazing. The grand Pieta 
was encased in g lass so no one 
could d eface it, as there had been 
attempts. Thecircularstaircases 
were balanced with beautiful 
golden hand rails that led to the 
tombs that li e under the main 
church. But even there, with the 
scent of old ai r and cold wind s 
that came from ancient marble 
and rock, there was beauty. 
Paintings that were hung above 
tombs, gold cha li ces and other 
precious objects all were dis
played with g lory a nd honor. 
This was the Vatican, a place I 
would visit hesitantly, four more 
times. 

Si nee then I have ta ken great 
interest in the Vatican and its 
mystery, its secrets. Tl1eir inten
tion to open their archi ves is also 
of great interest. In 1987 they an
nounced that they would make 
wartime records available to re
searchers and have not done so. 
Opening their archives would 
possibly be one s tep forward to 
helping understand the Vatican 
and their history better. But for 
now we must suffice with what 
is available from outside sources 
and publications released by the 
Vatican and its resea rchers. 

One of the newest sources of 
Vatican his tory is the release of 
The Kidnapping of Edgardo 
Mortara (Knopf publishers) by 
Brown University professor and 
author, David Kertzer. 

Kertzer's book is a document 
that portrays a detailed insight 

to the core of papal reign and 
the Vatican w hile telling the true 
story of Edgardo Mortara, a 6-
year-old Jewish boy who is kid
napped in northern Italy, by 
Catholic Inquisitors during the 
mid-l800s. Kertzer ha s re
searched a marvelous mixture 
of 19th-century Ita lian history 
and tragic human conflict. He 
first heard about Hie Mortara 
case 10 years ago from a fellow 
friend and colleague. Then the 
case "became my hobby," stated 
Kertzer. The book also has a 
personal aspect to it as well. 
Kertzer's father was a Jewish 
chaplain with the American 
army. His division was respon
sible for the liberation of Rome 

Kertzer has researched 
a marvelous mixture 

of 19th-century Italian 
history and tragic 
human conflict. 

during 1944. Together with the 
rabbi of the synagogue in Rome, 
Kertzer's fathe r presided over 
the first service held at the syna
gogue. 

While acting as a faculty 
member at the Universita di 
Bologna and ga thering research 
for severa l years inltaly,Kertzer 
was able to get hold of a 700-
page document in Bologna 
about the Mortara case. "lt was 
compe llin g reading," said 
Kertzer. The notes from the In
quisi tors and the trials that were 
held were a ll part of the detailed 
research that Kertzer was able 
to find in various a rchi ves 
throughout Ita ly. Kertzer's re
sea rch crea tes an outstanding 
outline of history while telling 
the hea rt-wrenching s tory of 
little Edgardo. A knock at the 
door in 1858 opens the Mortara 
case and within 24 hours 
Edgardo is taken away, from 
his nine brothers and sisters and 
parents, by the Inquisi tors. His 
mother is left in tea rs and his 
father flees quickly to find help. 
The news spreads in Ita ly, and 
abroad, about the kidnapping. 

The Mortara fami ly finds sup
porters, such as Moses 
Montefiore, who go to Rome to 
beg for the child's release. But 
the Inquisitors and church offi
cials state that the boy has been 
made a Catholic and is no longer 
permitted to live with a Jewish 
family. 

When Edga rdo was even 
younger he was found ill. His 
illiterate, Catholic servant, Anna 
Morisi, privately baptized him 
believing it would cure the boy. 
This simple service was made 
known to the Inquisitors who 
then, by their standards, could 
legally take the boy from his 
family. Throughout the various 
trials that are held, 19th-century 
Italy and the Catholic Church 
are revea led. What constituted 
a true baptismal service? Were a 
few drops of water and the 
words of a Ca tholic enough? 

However, the true contro
versy involved the pope and his 
orders. Did they come directly 
from him? How strong was pa
pal authority? Obviously it was 
the strongest existing force. 
Edgardo is kept behind the 
doors of the Vatican and learns 
to live according to their rules. 

Twenty years later Edgardo 
sees his mother, a final scene 
which is touching and tragic. 

Kertzer has a !ready been rec
ognized for "the extraordinary 
story of how the Vatican's im
prisonment of a 6-year-old Jew
ish boy helped bring about the 
collapse of the popes' worldly 
power in Italy" (Knopf publish
ers) . However, the story of the 
Mortara family also highlights 
thestoryoftheJewsinltaly. ''The 
book bringsoutthingsabout Ital
ian history that haven't been said 
before," sa id Kertzer. In fact, as 
Kertzer points out frequently in 
hi s resea rch, the idea of 
ghettoization and separating the 
Jews wasn't new during the Ho
locaust. During the 1500s there 
were ghettos for the Jews of Italy 
and in the 1800s the Inquisitors 
set the rules for the Jewish com
munity to live by. Jews were 
made to identify themselves in 
public by wearing armbands, just 
as they were made to do 
during World War II. 

"My focus wasn't anti
Semitism," said Kertzer. In-

David Kertzer 
Herald photo by Tara V. Lisciandro 

stead , the author hoped to make 
his audience realize that there 
wasnothingnewaboutwhatwas 
done to the Jews in Italy and 
elsewhere. 

One of the most interesting 
reviews comes from the 
Avvenire, an Italian periodica l 
from the Vatican. Their view 
("Rapito da Pio IX"; Kidnapped 
by Pope Pius IX) is a positive 
one which supports Kertzer's 
book and documentation. The 
review s tates that the Vatican 
has done a great deal since the 
Mortara case to ease relations 
between Christians and Jews. 
Avveriresays thatKertzer's book 
can only help to create a better 
understanding of Christian and 

Jewish relations. 
The Mortara case opens doors 

to a little-known and intriguing 
area of Italian history and poli
tics and gives a fascinating view 
into the secret depths of the 
Vatican. The author said he was 
able to "really understand both 
mental worlds." Kertzer is a 
great success at revealing his
torica l relations between the 
ruling Ca tholic and the Jewish 
community of northern Italy. 

'The beauty of the Vatican and 
its go lden treasures hides many 
unknown and riveting stories. 
Although the Va tican is not 
opening itsarchi ves, Kertzer has 
uncovered an incredible part of 
history. 

ArtTalk Summer Lecture 
Series Begin in June 

SPRING STORM 

The Arts Cou nci I, Pawtucket 
presents ArtTalk, an entire ly 
new series that will bring artists 
into communi ti es all across 
Rhode Island to share their work 
and experiences. The lectures 
begin in June and wi ll run 
through September. 

Painter Robert 
Dilworth star ts off 
theseriesonJune 
2 at 6 p.m. at 
the Blackstone 
Valley Tour
ism Counci l in 
Pawtucket. On June 26 
at 5:30 p.m., Umberto Crenca 
and the Hi s Panic Band wi ll per
form al the I Judson Street Mar
ket in Providence's West End. 
Flippers and Hip Hop Dancers 
from the Carriage House wi ll 
perform Healthy llabits at 

Johns ton Memorial ParkonJuly 
11 at 10 a.m. 

On July 17 at 6 p.m., scu lptor 
Tony Ascrizzi will be at the 
Blackstone River Theatre in 
Cumberland . Painter Marcos 
An tonio will lecture at the Mar

tin Luther King Cen-
ter in Newport 

C, on Aug. 16 at 2 
p.m. And on 
Sep t. 8, quilter 

Nonnie O'Brien wi ll 
share her work and experi

ences at Down City Diner, 
downtown Providence. 

The program, funded by 
Rhode Island Sta le Council on 
the Arts, was designed by The 
Arts Counci l, Pawtucket, to 
place a full spec trum of arl and 
artistic media in varyi ng com
munities throughout the stale. 

Artists are able to share 
their work without restric
tion to the public in areas 
where thei r work may not 
have been presented be
fore. 

Founded in 1975, The 
Arts Counci l, Pawtucket 
is a private non-profit 
agency that provides ac
cess to the arts to every
one in the Rhode Island 
community. The agency 
is guided by the belief that 
support of the arts in
vo lves embracing the 
communi ty as a whole in 
order to be accepted and 
cultivated by the local 
public. 

For information,ca ll The 
Arts Counci l, Pawtucket at 
725-1151. 

1997 900S COUPE · 

1997 900 S 
Black Sedan. Leather. 
Moomoof. 5 Speed. 9030 ML $25 285 
'10502E ' Del. 

Beige. 5 Speed. Moon Roof. Fully Equipped, ABS 
Brakes. Air Bags. Power W1n00WS & LOCks. Rear 
Spoiler. AM/FM Stereo. Weamer Band. Air Cond1t1on, 
Electric Heated Seats. Remote Alarm #10527 

$22,588 Del. 
LHH & Frnanc. Sf)«ltJI Does Not Apply. 

1996 900 SE Conv. 
Betge. V6. Leather. Auto. 
Full Power. CD. 9700 M<. 
#10248E 533,5880., 

OFFER ENDS 5131/97 

1997 SAAB 900S 
CONVERTIBLE 

.t10483.leattier. ABS Brakes. Air Bags. 
Remote Alarm. Power Wmdows. Elec1ric 
Heated Seats. More. Red Beauty 

$399PerMo. 
39 Mos. 

S398.85 ll 39 "' T.P ol S 15,555.15. S 1, 199 ca Sh or trade down. S450 bank fee. S400 secunty deposit TaKeS and 
reg,s1rat1on extra. 39,000 miles allowed. 15¢ e11:1ra per mile tor overage. Opt1on 10 buy a1 lease end 520,269.20 

·WIGWAM 
353-1260 915 CHARLES ST. 

All Paint & Glass * Repaired or * 
Repainted 

722-5700 
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FEATURE 
Adoption: Searching for Identity 

,, by Toby Zaitchik Why was I placed for adop
tion? " "What kind of 
people were my birth par

ents and their families?" "Are 
there any medical problems that 
could affect me?" "What are the 
strengths and talents tha ti might 
have inheri ted?" Non-adoptees 
take this information for 
granted, yet someone who has 
been adopted often wants to 
know a ll this and more as they 
grow to develop positive self
esteem and personal identity. 

Many adoptive parents under
stand the importance of explor
ing one's "roots." Jewish Family 
Service often assists adoptive 
parents and families in navigat
ingtheseissues.Frequently,aduJ t 
adoptees seek he lp from the 
agency in searching for and cop
ing with information about their 
birth parents. 

One young woman intensi
fied her search when her adop
tive father developed cancer. 
She realized that if she were his 
biologicalchild , she would be at 
risk for developing this kind of 
cancer. She began to wonder, 
what was the medical history of 
her birth paren ts? Her adoptive 
family supported her quest. 

She was able to obta in rion
identifying informationabout her 
birth parents. There was nothing 
worrisome in the medica l his
tory. She also found ou t tha t her 
artistic talents came from them, 
that they were young, creative 
and rebellious when she was 
born. She recognized traits she 
saw in herself. She was pleased 
to know tha t they even tua lly 
settled down, went to college, 
had goals and plans in their li ves. 
This, too, was reassuring. In her 
case, the ability to find out about 
her birth parents was a comfort 
and helped her feel good about 
herself. 

their child has registered. The 
registry does not notify people, 
they must check periodically. 

New legislation being con
sidered would promote an ac
tive registry which would no
tify people when their relatives 
were willing to be contacted. 
Therearequestionsaboutwhose 
rights supersede. For example, 
birth parents may not have told 
subsequent family members; a 
child might notwantcontact;an. 
adoptive family may feel in
truded upon. The involvement 
of a social service agency can be 
helpful, for they provide an ob
jective viewpoint. If there is trau
matic news to come, an agency 
can defuse thesituationand pro· 
vide support. 

Jewish Family Service re
ceived a call from a 40-some
thing man who was adopted as 

The involvement of a 
social service agency 

can be helpful, for they 
provide an objective 

viewpoint. 

an infant. He spoke of his good 
adoptive fami ly li fe, yet had al
ways been curious about the cir
cumstances of his birth. In his 
mid-20s, with the blessing of his 
adoptive family, he had engaged 
in a successful search for his 
birth mother. She had indicated 
wi llingness to be contacted. 
Throughout the process he had 
the support of a JFS counselor 
specializing in adoption issues. 

learned. This is where the sup
port of his JFS counselor has 
been especially helpful. 

Someday, if records are 
opened, he may again face the 
choice of seeking more infor
rnetion. Contact could be initi
ated, whether all involved par
ties agreed or not. Would the 
benefits outweigh the risks? 
What abou t his right to know? 
Would others engaged in the 
search process have access to 
the kind of supportive counsel
ing that has helped him to cope 
with difficult issues? 

Now that adoptions are avail
able with varyingdegreesofopen
ness between birth and adoptive 
families, search issues are likely 
to be much wider-ranging. Some 
adoptions are arranged with le
ga l understandingsthatallow for 
openness throughout the child's 
life. Others specify a certain age 
at which information is released 
to the chi ld. Every situation can 
be negotiated bythebirthandadop
tiveparentsas theymakea plan for 
each child. Trends toward legisla
tion that is more favorable toward 
openness may result in new con
cerns being raised. Agency assis
tance can help all parties as they 
identify their own levels of com
for t and plan together for the 
child's future. 

Issues around search and 
confidentiality have changed. 
Jewish Family Service now in
cludes preparation about these 
concerns d uring the home study 
process for prospective adop
tive parents. It has become a 
common expecta ti on that 
adopted children will eventu
a lly search for birth parents and 
acceptance of this trend has 
proven to be healthy. 

Through ita ll,anagency like 
Jewish Fami ly Service can pro
vide the necessa ry support and 
counseling to help individuals 
and families cope with both the 
questions and the answers. 

Toby Zaitchik is the adoption 
coordinator of Adoption Options,a 
Service of Jewish Family Service. 

Tense Days in the Congo. 
The following letter was received 

from the Lubavi tch News Service 
in response to their inquiry to Rabbi 
Shlomo Bentolila, Lubavitch emis
sary to Kinsbasa, the capital of the 
newly renamed Democratic Repub
lic of Congo. Rebel leader Laurent 
Kabila and his forces .overtook the 
capitol last week and ousted dicta
tor Mobuto Sese Seka. 

The synagogue served as an 
emergency center for the Jewish 
community as rebel forces were ad
vancing on the capitol . 

May 18, 1997 
... Thank G-d, everything is 

fine. 
To brief you on our situation 

of the past two days: 
The synagogue, one block 

away from the main street and 
just a couple thousand feet away 
from the river, was designated 
as the center for the entire Jew
ish community in case of crisis. 
We stocked food, medical sup
plies and s leeping cots. The place 
was equipped with multi-band 
radios and satellite phones. We 
also installed an elec tric genera
tor, in case the electricity would 
be cut. In addition, we arranged 
for intense security. 

Wi thin the last couple of 
weeks some 80 to 100 Jewish 
community members left, whi le 
60 of us stayed. 

On Friday night we peld ser
vices earlier than usua l, since 
there was a strong curfew im
posed during the week. People 
were a bit tense, because on Fri
day Presid ent Mobutu fl ed 
Kinshasa to his hometown in 
the north of the country. 

In the middle of the Friday 
nightShabbatmeal-forwhich 
we had close to a dozen people 
- we were told that some 
trouble had occurred on the 
ou tskirts of the city and that the 
Zairian Government Army was 
s tarting to loot. Sounds of heavy 
artillery and sporadic shoo ting 
were heard throughout the city. 
The foreign embassies immedi
ately-issued a warning to _their 

nationals not to move out of 
their homes, warning that any
one seen outside after curfew 
could be shot. 

We were told by the Ameri
cans that rebel troops were al
ready 10 kilometers from 
Kinshasa. Throughout the night 
we heard what sounded like 
bombs and constant shooting 
and we received word of loot
ing in remote places. 

Shabbat morning it was not 
clear whether the Zairian army 
would oppose the rebels, so 
people were afraid. 

Thank G-d, we were saved 
miraculously and what many 
expected to end in ca rnage and 
bloodshed turned out very well. 
The Zairian Army offered no 
resistance and the rebels entered 
Kinshasa and were greeted by 
the population with song and 
dance. Thexparaded peacefully, 
except on occasion when op
posed by a government so ldier. 
By Shabbat afternoon they 
passed by.our synagogue 

During the ordeal I fielded 
concerned ca lls from commu
nity members and spent the rest 
of my time checking up on the 
rest of them. Mostly people were 
afraid of wild loo ters, most of 
whom were government sol
diers, and appreciated hearing 
words of encouragement. Need
less to say, none of us slept much 
during those 48 hours. 

Thank G-d, as I write today, 
May 18, the liberators, as they 
are now referred to, are passing 
outside our shul, singing and 
cheering. And our place in world 
indexes will now change from 
"Z" for "Zaire" to "C" for 
"Congo, the Democratic Repub
lic of," with Laurent Kabila as 
the new president. .. 

May it be for the good of all 
humankind ... 

Rabbi Shlomo Bentolila 
- Kinsasha, Democratic 

Republic 
of Congo 

The next question for this 
young woman is whether it is 
enough to have the information, 
or whether she should take the 
next step and try for personal 
contact. Rhode Island has a pas
sive registry. Birth parents and 
adopted people are able to regis
ter by writing to Family Court 
and filling out some forms. There 
is a small fee. Only the adopted 
person, if over 21 years of age, 
mayinitiatecontact. Information 
cannot be given unless the 
adoptee has completed one hour 
of mandatory counsel ing. The 
birth parents must wait until an 
adoptee chooses to ca ll. They are . 
not given information about the 
child, but they can be told that 

He found that his birth mother 
had had a good life, married hap
pily and with children. She had 
been open with them about hav
ing a previous relationship and 
making an adoption plan for that 
son. The man was able to find 
answers to many of the ques
tions he had been forming: Why 
was he placed for adoption, what 
were the circumstances, what 
was the family history, the medi
cal history? Some of the answers 
were not easy, but he felt better 
knowing. 

However, there was a gap in 
w hat his birth mother would 
tell him. She did not want him 
to find or contact his birth fa
ther, who had a history ofabuse. 
His search has ended, for now. 
He has w restled wi th the disap
pointment of not being able to 
know more about his birth fa
ther, and of the anguish caused 
by some of the things he has 

Join Israel Bond·s New 
Leadership Delegation to Israel 

i------------------- ~ 
f.\ilMUiMUi[IUWtUI Call 24 hours - 725-4405 I f THIS COUPON IS WORTH S% OFF ANY WORK 1 

I ,1,,,\,,.. PERFORMED NOW THRU JANUARY 1998 mns,,, I 
LCarpentry • Painting • Wallpapering • Small Household Repair:J 

JACK M. MINKIN dba(Til e-Set 

CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION AND REPAIRS 
Cleani ng, Regrouting, Sealing - l eaks Fixed 

ALL AROUND HANDYMAN 
LEGAL COVERING OF ASBESTOS PIPES 

All High Quality Guaranteed Work 

"A TROUBLESHOOTER W ITH IDEAS" 
INSURED • R.t. LICENSE NO. 4210 • REFERENCES • 789-2322 

Each summer, young Jewish 
professionals, ages28 to 42, from 
across the conti nent join Israel 
bonds for a unique tra vel expe
rience- the annua I Israel Bonds 
North American New Leader
ship Delegation to Israel (July 6 
to 16). 

As a financial arm of the Is
raeli government, Israel Bonds 
is able to provide its delega tes 
with exceptional privileges, in
cluding VIP.access to areas nor
mally closed to visitors, trips to 
Israel Defense Force bases, and 
meetings with top government 
officials such as Prime Minis ter 
Benjamin Netanyahu and 
former Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres. 

Of course, it's not all serious 
business. The 1997 New Lead
ership tour also includes wine 
tasting in the Golan Heights, 
moonlit pool parties, dancing, 
and pampering at a Dead Sea 
spa. The delega tes will a lso at
tend the opening ceremonies of 
the MaccabiahGamesand have 
the option of a separate itiner
ary for repea t visitors. 

"This trip is not like every 
other organization's tour of Is
rael," said delegation chairman 
Bob Diener. "We don' t just visit 
the Golan Heights, the West 
Bank, IDF bases - we meet the 
people, Israeli and Palestinian, 
who live there and make the 
policies. After an Israel Bonds 
delegation, you haven' tjustseen 
Israel, you ha ve a better under
standing of it. We show you the 
real country, not just a tourist 
attraction." 

The price is $2,799, double 
occupancy,and includes round
trip airfare from New York, ac
commodations a t five-star ho
tels, most meals, touring via 
deluxe motorcoach with li
censed guides, arrival and de
parture arrangements, tips and 
gra tuities, transfers and taxes, 
entrance fees to a ll sights, por
tage at hotels, hosts throughout 
the tour and bottled wa ter on 
buses. 

The delegation also features 
optional pre-trips to the ancient 

,sitesofTurkeyor July 4th week
end in Eilat, and optional ex ten-

sions to Jerusa lem, Tel Aviv and 
Eilat. 

To register for the tour, or for 
further information, call the Is
rael Bonds Nor th American 
New Leadership Division at 
(212) 644-2663 or (800) 229-9650, 
ext. 500. 

State of Israel Bonds/Devel
opment Corporation for Israel 
is an international organization 
offering securi ties issued by the 
government of Israel. Since its 
inception in 1951, Israel Bonds 
has secured more than $17 bil
lion in investment capital for 
the development of every as
pectof Israel's economy, includ
ing agriculture, commerce and 
industry. Throughout its his
tory, Israel has maintained a per
fect record on the payment of 
principal and interest on these
curi ti es it has issued. Israel 
Bonds proceeds play a major 
role in absorbing Jews from the 
former Sovie t Union, Ethiopia 
and elsewhere, and in provid
ing crucial financial resources 
to Israel for a new era of prom
ise and opportunity. 
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Shalom Bayit Workshop Teaches Peace 
by Sara Wise 
Herald Editor 

Families with children in kin
dergarten and first grade at the 
Alperin Schechter Day School 
explored the theme of "shalom 
bayit" (peace in the home) at a 
workshop on May 21 . 

The students and their par
ents discussed and acted out 
peace and conflict resolution 
strategies through a variety of 
hands-on activities aimed to fos
ter the traditional Jewish ideal 
of seeking peace. 

The first part of the evening 
centered on the earnest discus
sions on the types of problems 
that cause conflicts between 
kids, adults, families and coun
tries. On large poster-sized 
sheets of paper, the parents and 
kids listed possible reasons why 
disputes occur. According to the 
kids, ''TV" seemed to be the big
gest cause of conflict in most 
households, followed by bed
timesand what's ford.inner. The 
families also filled in a "peace 
pie" with suggestions for mak
ing peace, and a "trouble cake" 
with suggestions for fighting. 

Workshop organizer Miriam 
Hymanalsoorganizedaskitand 
a series of role-playing activi
ties to teach ways to resolve con
flicts peacefully. Drawing from 
a story in the Talmud, the first 
skit depicted a personal dis
agreement that eventually led 
to the destruction of Jerusalem. 
The play was performed first 
with the traditional ending. Af
ter a brief discussion of how the 
conflict might have been 
averted, the skit was performed 
again with the intervention of 
two peacemakers who brought 
the feuding parties to the 
"shulhan shalom" (or peace 
table). 

Rabbi Andrea Gouze, who 
ran the workshop with Hyman, 
explained to the audience how 
inherent conflict is in our daily 
lives by pointing out the long 
history of interpersonal 
squabbles. "The Talmud is a 
book written about 2,000 years 
ago that shows you that these 
kinds of problems always oc
cur, they happened to people a 
long time ago." 

After a second improvisa
tional skit performed by two 
entertaining parents, each fam
ily went to work creating their 
ownshulhanshaloms. The only 

requirements were that each 
cloth peace table have the fam
ily name, a list of the 5 rules for 
peacemaking, and the word sha
lom written on it. Rabbi Gouze 
explained how to use the peace 
tables for peace conferences at 
home. "When there is a conflict, 

bringing this to the table will 
show that you want to have a 
serious discussion, whether it 
be over TV, bedtime or golf." 

The workshop was spon
sored by the Gesher v'Kesher, a 
family education project that 
aims to bring families together 
to learn, socialize and celebrate. 

How to Foster Peace in Your Home 
The following suggestions are from The Jewish Parent's Al

manac by Julie Hilton Danan. 
• Make you home into a warm, safe, loving place of peace by 

frequent positive interactions that involve touch, eye
contact, and focused attention. Bedtimes, wake-up times, 
homecomings, and other transitions of the day are key 
opportunities for loving interaction. Jewish holidays, es
pecially Shabbat, provide regular, reliable times for being 
together. 

• Encourage cooperation rather than competition among 
family members; avoid comparisons between siblings; 
strive to let each one know that she or he is valued as an 
individual. 

• Encourage peaceful, cooperative, life-affirming activities 
for children, such as caring for plants and animals, gently 
caring for younger siblings, parent-play with dolls for 
both sexes, creative art and music, and sports and active 
games that release energy in positive ways. 

• Discourage war play and don't buy toys that glorify 
violence. 

• Seek diversity in your family's social interactions and in 
your children's experiences as well. Tolerance cannot be 
learned from books alone. 

• Teach children how to acknowledge and express their 
feelings properly, rather than repress or act out their 
aggressive feelings. Teach them by example and explana
tion how to express angry feelings without hurting others. 

• Support peace education in your chi ldren's school and 
local school system. Peace education encompasses every
thing from teaching conflict resolution on the playground 
to learning about other countries, cultures, and different 
types of people, to artistic expressions about peace. 
Reprinted with permission of the publisher,Jason Aronson, Inc., 

Northvale, NJ ©1993. · 

Eighth Annual Religious 
Graduation Held in Middletown 

The eighth annual graduation and closing exercises of The 
Samuel Zilman Bazarsky Religious School were held recently. 
Rabbi Marc S. Jagolinzer, educational directorof the school, offici
ated and presented the address and diplomas to the following 
graduates: Evelyn Anthony, Jocelyn Anthony, Gabe Erhartic, 
Hannah Lichtenstein, David Reidy and Ben Snydacker. 

Tribute was also paid to the teachers of the school: Barbara 
Jagolinzer, Rena Shamah, Jennifer Lakoff, Esther Wolk Cohen, 
Sarah Jagolinzer and Jonathan Jagolinzer. Awards for excellence in 
academics, attendance and effort were presented by David 
Bazarsky. Receiving the Samuel Zilman and Beatrice Berman 
Bazarsky Awards were Davis Spohn, Helena Touhey, Sam Reiter, 

. David Reidy, Kevin Bartell and Sarah Romanelli. · 

Schechter Second-Graders 
Are Good Deeds Champs 

Second-grade students, with 
the help of their Judaic studies 
teacher Wendy Garf-Lipp, took 
on the project of collecting food 
as part of a Feinstein Founda
tion project. 

Students made signs, visited 
each classroom in the school, and 
exhorted their peers to contrib
ute non-perishable food items. 
They also worked with school 
administrators to arrange for the 
donation of extra milk and juice. 

Theresultsoftheireffortswere 
better than anyone could have 
expected. Cartons set aside for 
the food drive were filled, and in 
the end, students collected more 
than 500 pounds of food. 

Congratulations to the sec
ond grade! They are truly Good 
Deeds Champs! 

ASDS second-graders collect more than 500 pounds of food. 
Photo courtesy of ASDS 

SCHOOLBEAT 9 
Schechter Students 
Study Rhode Island 

Teacher Donna Sennett won
dered how to make her fourth
grade students enthusiastic 
about their curricular objective: 
to learn about the state of Rhode 
Island. She devised a grea t 
project, which enabled students 
to think creatively as well as to 
master a body of knowledge. 

"Your job," she told stu
dents, "is to introduce strang
ers and newcomers to what 
Rhode Island has to offer them, 
from tourism to recreation, to 
give them information about 

Rhode Island history, land
marks, resources, business op
portunities and so forth. You 
must find a way to communi
cate all your information and 
to interest your audience." It 
seemed like a tall order, but 
the students responded with 
energy and creativity. 

They displayed their work at 
a Rhode Island fair, including 
posters, maps, brochures and 
information booklets. 

Students agreed, "It's a small 
state, but it's really great!" 

SCHECHTER STUDENTS say, "R.I. is a small state, but it's 
really great." Photo courtesy of ASDS 

Rabin Book Wins 
Children's Award 

The Sydney Taylor Awards 
Committee of the Association 
of Jewish Libraries is pleased to 
announce the winners of the 
1996 Sydney Taylor Awards. 
Chosen as the best Jewish boo ks 
for children published in 1996, 
theyarebothemo-
tionally charged 
works that teach 
about Israel. 

The winning 
book for young 
children is Shalom, 
Hqver: Goodbye, 
Friend written by 
Barbara Sofer 
(published by Kar-Ben Copies, 
Inc., Rockville, Md.). This elo
quent photo essay is a moving 
tribute to slain Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin. 

Inspiring photographs, 
many borrowed from the pri
vate albums of Rabin's sister, 
combine with poignant prose 
in Hebrew and English to cre
ate a fine testimonial to the 
power and importance of 
friendship. 

For the older child, the com
mittee has selected When I Left 
My Village by Maxine Rose 
Schur, illustrated by Brian 
Pinkney (published by Dial 
Books for Young Readers, 
New York). The sequel to Day 

of Delight, it follows 
Menelik, a young 
Ethiopian boy, and 
his family on their 
treacherous jour
ney to new lives 
as Beta Israel. 
Pinkney's unique 
scra tchboard art 
enhances the mood 

of this sensitive story. 
The runner-up for the 

award for young children is 
Dybbuk: A Story Made in Heaven 
by Francine Prose, illustrated 
by Mark Podwal (published 
by Green-willow Books, New 
York). For the older child , the 
runner-up is Esther 's Story 
written by Diane Wolkstein, 
illustrated by Juan Wijngaard 
(published by Morrow Junior 
Books, New York). 



OBITUARIES 
LAURA BERNSTEIN 

FORT LAUDERDALE 
Laura Bernstein, 77, of 6901 
Environ Blvd ., Lauderhill, Fla., 
diedMay18attheFloridaMedi
cal Center in Fort Lauderdale. 
She was the wife of Sidney 
Bernstein. 

Born in Providence, a daugh
ter of the late Hyman and Esther 
(Zuckerman) Dressler, she had 
lived in Florida for the last 20 
years, previously residing in 
Quincy, Mass. 

She had worked in the Social 
Services Department at Quincy 
City Hospi tal, retiring 20 years 
ago. 

She was a member of Hadas
sah, the Brandeis Women's As
sociation, and a former member 
of Temple Beth El in Quincy. 

Sheleavesason,RabbiMorris 
Bernstein of Plainview, N.Y.; a 
daughter, Gail Olars of 
Hackettstown, N .J.; a brother, 
Max Dressler of Warwick; a sis
ter Ileane Hamer of Pawtucket, 
and five grandchildren. She was 
a sister of the late Earl Dressler, 
Naomi Keller and Priscilla 
Baker. 

The funeral was held May 21. 
Burial was in Lincoln Park Cem
etery, Warwick. The family was 
assisted with the arrangements 
by Max Sugarman Memorial 
Chapel,458HopeSt.,Providence. 

MAEFERDMAN 
PROVIDENCE Mae 

Ferdrnan, 84, of 41 Unity St., 
Pawtucket,co-founderand part
ner with her late husband of the 
former Ferdrnan Upholstering 
Co. for many years, died May 21 
at Miriam Hospital. She was the 

wife of the late Benjamin Ferd
rnan. 

Born inProvidence,a daugh
ter of the late Morris and Fannie 
(Goodman) Levy, she lived in 
Pawtucket since 1939. 

She was a member of Con
gregation Ohawe Shalam, the 
Pawtucket Hadassah and the 
Women's Auxiliary of tb.e Jew
ish War Veterans of America. 

She leaves three sons, Gary 
Ferdman of New York City, 
Michael Ferdrnan of Buffalo, 
N.Y., and Harvey Ferdman of 
St. Louis, Mo.; a daughter, Su
sanAndersonofLansing,Mich.; 
two sis ters, Rose Hirsch of Cran
ston and Lillian Levy of Paw
tucket; and seven gra ndchi 1-
dren. She was sister of the late 
Samuel and Louis Levy and the 
late Ruth Bader. 

The funeral was held May 23 
at MountSinai Memorial Chapel, 
825 Hope St., Providence. Burial 
was in Lincoln Park Cemetery, 
Post Road, Warwick. 

FLORA F. KRONICK 
NORTH MIAMI BEACH -

Flora F. Kronick, 99, of North 
Miami Beach, Fla., died May 9 
at Aventura Hospital and Medi
cal Center in North Miami 
Beach. She was the wife of the 
late Charles E. Kronick. 

Born Jan . 3, 1898, in 
Woonsocket,daughterof the late 
Samuel and Lena (Brenner) 
Schlansky, she li ved in North 
Miami Beach for the past21 years. 
She moved to Florida from North 
Adams, Mass., in 1976. 

She was a former office man
ager at Woonsocket Falls Mill. 

She was active in socia l and 

organizational work in North 
Adams, and was president of 
Congregation Beth Israel Sister
hood for two years and a mem
ber of Hadassah for 27 years. 

She was also a member of the 
North Adams Women's Chap
ter ofB'nai B'rith Western Divi
sion. 

She received .the Woman of 
Year Award in 1971 from the 
North Adams Congregation 
Beth Israel Sisterhood, and was 
a gift shop volunteer at North 
Adams Hospital. 

She is survived by a stepson, 
Lewis Kronick of North Miami, 
Fla.; a niece, Ethel Mendeloff of 
Norwood, Mass.; two grandchil
dren and one step-great-grand
chi ld . She was the sister of the 
late Anna Kondy, Rose Berger, 
Esther Russian, Avery Shallen, 
and Louis Schlansky. 

Her funeral was held May 11 
atCongregation B' nai lsrael, 224 
Prospect St., Woonsocket. Burial 
was in B'nai Israel Cemetery. 

BARBARA M. LEVIN 
BOSTON - Barbara M . 

(Loeber) Levin, 72, of Boston, 
died on May 19 at the Deacon
ess Hospital, Boston. She was 
the wife of Sumner Levin. 

Born in Providence, she 
graduated from Hope High 
School and Bryant College. She 
was a member of the board of 
directors of the Friends of the 
Deaconess Hospital. 

Besides her husband, she is 
survived by two sons, Lawrence 
D. Levin and his wife Susie of 
Nanuet, N.Y., Richard Levin of 
Harvard , Mass., a nd three 
grandchildren. 

MAx SUGARMAN MEMORIAL CHAPEL 
Over 100 years of professional, dignified and caring service to the Jewish 

community of Rhode Island and Southeastern Massachusetts 

.,.,.,.. .,~ 
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2~''i' R.I. Board of Rabbis 

/A\ Member of the Jewish 
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458 Hope Street, Providence 
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Call for our no-monei;-dawn, pre-need plans. 

331-8094 
1-800-447-1267 Lewis J. Bosler 

For over 40 years, the owner of Mount Sinai Memorial Chapel... 
Mitchell... has served Rhode Island Jewish fami lies over 8,000 times ... 
as a professional Jewish funeral director... as did his father and 
grandfather since the 1870s ... with honesty 
and integrity. 

0me of the reasons why the majority of 
Rhode Island Jewish families call 

MOUNT SINAI 
MEMORIAL CHAPEL 

331-3337 
825 Hope at Fourth Streets 

Pre-need counseling with tax-free 
payment planning available. 

Please ca ll for your 
· 5757 New Year calendar. 

From out of state call : 
l -800-33 1-3337 

Member of Jewish Funeral Directors of America 
Certified by R.I. Board of Rabbis 

Graveside services under the 
direction of Brezniak-Rodman 
Funeral Directors, WestNewton, 
were held May 22 at the Temple 
Beth El Cemetery, Fall River. 

KHANA NAYDICH 
PROVIDENCE - Khana 

Naydich, 75,of Providence died 
April 23 at the Philip Hulitar 
Center in Providence. She was 
the wife of the late Boris 
Naydich. She had lived in the 
Ukraine prior to moving to 
Providence eight years ago. 

She is survived by her sister, 
Kranya Gabovich of Pawtucket. 

Funeral services were held on 
April 24 and burial was in the 
Lincoln Park Cemetery, War
wick. The family was assisted 
with the arrangements by Max 
SugarrnanMernorialChapel,458 
Hope St., Providence. 

ROSE ROSENFIELD 
PROVIDENCE - - Rose 

Rosenfield, 87, of 18 Burnside 
St., Cranston, died May 19, a t 
the Philip Hu Ii tar Hospice Cen
ter. She was the wife of Philip 
Rosenfield . 

Born in Providence, a daugh
ter of the la te Samuel and Dora 
(Gers tenblatt) Port, s he had 
lived in Cranston for 32 years, 
previously living in Providence. 

She was a member of Con
grega tion Shaare Zedek. She 
was a member of the Majestic 
Senior Guild, The Miriam Hos
pital Women's Association,and 
the Jewish Horne for The Aged 
Women's Association. She was 
president of the Jewish War Vet
erans Auxiliary No. 23 and a 
past president of the Rhode Is
land Department of the Jewish 
War Veterans. 

Besides her husband s he 
leaves two brothers, Seymour 
Port of Cranston, and Hyman 
Port of Providence. 

The funeral was held May 22. 
Burial was in Lincoln Park Cem
etery, Warwick. The family was 
assisted with the arrangements 
by Max Sugarman Memorial 
Chapel,458HopeSt., Providence. 

AIDA SEMANSKY 
NEW BEDFORD - Aida 

Sernansky, 100, of 435 West 
Clinton St., New Bedford, died 
May 19 at St. Luke's Hospital. 
She was the widow of Harry 
Sernansky. 

She was born in Fall River, a 
daughter of the late Jacob and 
Fannie (Cutler) Epstein, but 
lived in New Bedford for the 
past 70 years. 

She was a member of the Sis
ter hood of Congregation 
Ahavath Achim, Hadassah, the 
Hebrew Ladies Helping Hand, 
the Hebrew Free Loan, and the 
VFW Auxiliary. 

Survivors include a daugh
ter, Ann Lee Siegel of West Hart
ford , Conn.; a sister, Irene 
Feinberg,a lsoofWestHartford; 
five grandchildren and six great
grandchildren. 

She was the mother of the 
late Jackie Greenberg. 

The funeral was held May 21 
atCongregationAhavathAchim, 
385 County St., New Bedford. 
The family was assisted with the 
arrangements by Max Sugarman 
Memorial Chapel, 458 Hope St., 
Providence. 

DORIS MARION 
SOLOMON 

MESA, Ariz. - Doris Marion 
(Miller) Solomon, 60, died April 
30 in a hospital in Mesa, Ariz. 
She was thewifeof the late Alvin 
Solomon. 

She ljved in Providence and 
moved to Arizona in 1969. 

She is survived by two sons, 
JoelSolomonofSimi Valley,Ca
lif. , and Mark Solomon, of 
Wynnewood, Pa.; a brother, 
Seymour Miller of Scottsdale, 
Ariz., and mother-in-law, Cecile 
Roth, of Warwick, R.I.; a grand
daughter, Sarah, and grandson, 
Avraharn. Donations can be 
made to the American Cancer 
Society. 

SELMA K. WE ISER 
NORTON,Mass.-SelrnaK. 

Weiser, 87, of the Country Ha
ven Nursing Home in Norton, 
formerly of Warwick, a teacher 
for 30 years at Central High 
School and Rhode Island School 
of Design, died May 24at home. 
She was the wife of the late Isaac 
"Buddy" Weiser. 

Born in Providence, a daugh
ter of the late Harry and Etta 
(Lister) Katz, she lived in Norton 
since 1990, previously living in 
Warwick. 

She was agraduate of RISO. 
She was a member of the Jewish 
Horne for the Aged and a former 
member of Temple Beth-Bl. 

She leaves a stepson, Burton 
Weiser of Norton, Mass.; a sis
ter, Pauline Adler of Cranston; 
and three grandchildren. 

A graveside service was held 
May 26 at Lincoln Park Cem
etery. The family was assisted 
with the arrangements by Max 
Sugarman Memorial Chapel,458 
Hope St., Providence. 

Jerusalem Population 
Statistics Released 

ISRAEL LINE- The overall 
growth ra\e ofJerusalern's Jew
ish population is decreasi ng 
every year, The Jerusalem Post 
recently reported. 

At the end of 1996, the over
·a ll population of Jerusalem was 
603,000, of which 422,300, or 70 
percent, were Jews. The total 
population grew 139 percent 
since the Six Day War, with Jew
ish population growing by 114 
percentandArabpopulationby 
163 percent. The average Jewish 
household has3.6 people, while 
theaverage Arabhousehoid has 
5.4 people. 

These figures were released 
this week by the Jerusalem In
stitute for Israeli Studies, in its 
annua l Statistical Yearbook. 

Projections for the year 2010 
predict a populationof817,500 , 
with 251,000 Arabs and 214,000 
ultra-Orthodox Jews. The ultra
Orthodox wiU comprise 38 per
cent of the Jewish population 
and 26 percent of the overall 
population. 

Since the city was reunified 
in 1967, the Jewish population 
decreased from 74.2 percent to 
70.5 percent as of 1995. At that 
time, 55 percent of the city popu
lation lived in areas that were 
added to Jerusalem after the Six 
Day War, and of this group 48 
percent are Jews. 

Only 5.9 percent of immi
grants arriving in Israel in 1995 
chose to live in Jerusalem, com
pared with 8 percent in 1991. 



Slogans 
(Continued from Page 1) 

Jewry's resources to Conserva
tive and Reform institutions and 
programs in Israel. 

Probably the biggest boost to 
their campaign to date was the 
Israeli Knesset's recent prelimi
nary passage of legislation to 
codify exclusive Orthodox con
trol over conversions performed 
in Israel. 

The Knesset initiative has hit 
a nerve among non-Orthodox 
Jews throughout the country
and som e are responding 
through the election process. 

Registrations forms are 
streaming_ into a Westwood, 
N.J., post office box at a rate of 
about 15,000 a week now. From 
there, a computer service is cre
ating a central registry of voters 
in the election, which is being 
administered by the American 
Zionist Movement, a federation 
of about 20 organizations. 

AnyJewover18 who says he 
or she believes in basic Zionist 
principles, such as the central
ity of Israel in Jewish life, is eli
gible to register, receive a ballot 
<)nd cast a vote by mail in the 
fall. It costs $2. 

But unless the current regis
tration deadline of June 1 is ex
tended, the total is unlikely to 
top 75,000. 

One person campaigning 
hard under the pluralism ban
ner is Rabbi Amy Mernis, of the 
Reform Congregation B'nai 
Jehoshua Beth Elohim, in 
Glenview, Ill., which sent out 
mailings to all of its roughly 
1,000 member-households. 

Mernis, a member of the na
tional ARZA board, said many 
of her congregants see the elec
tion as a chance to respond to 
the conversion legislation, 
which would formally de legiti
mize Reform and Conservative 

Perspectives 
(Continued from Page 3) 

Perspectives, a project of the 
Brown-RISO and the URI Hillel 
Foundations, was created two 
years ago to provide program
ming and communal coordina
tion of services for Rhode 
Island's formerly underserved 
young adult population. 

At present, Perspectives is 
available for Jewish young pro
fessionals and graduate stu
dents, married or single, in their 
early 20s to rnid-30s. 

Under the leadership of Di
rector Alison Link,Perspectives 
provides them with social, reli
gious, cultural, educational and 
athletic programming. In addi
tion to planning its own events, 
Perspectives publishes a 
monthly calendar describing 
regional resources and happen
ings of interest to its members. 

Link, who will be leading the 
organization on a full-time, 
rather than a part-time, basis· 
this year, wants to do as much 
outreach as possible. 

"I really need to keep meeting 
more and more people," said the 
vivacious Link, who has brought 
the Perspectives mailing list up 
to 650. "If! am going to be able to 
attend all the events and spend 
as much time as I need to on 
college campuses, I need to be 
here on a full-time basis." 

Link,GuyBermelofURIHillel 
and Alisa Kotler-Berkowitz of 
Brown-RISO Hillel wrote and 

conversions in Israel. 
"There is a sense that we need 

our voices heard," she said. Her 
congregants believe this is an 
opportunity to say, "Yes, we are 
Jews." 

The pluralism message also 
has galvanized three genera
tions of a Massachusetts family. 

· Amy Sands is a Jewish family 
educator at Temple Israel, a Con
servative synagogue in Natick, 
Mass., which sent out 700 elec
tion mailings to its members. 

At Sands urging, her business
man father, Morton Grossman, 
sent out 350 additional mailings. 

"This is a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity to demonstrate 
what we believe in for Israel," 
pleaded Grossman in a personal 
note accompanying the mailing. 
"Vote as if it is your vote and it 
is your country." 

The WZO, said Sands, pro
vides "an opportunity for.Jews 
all over the world to have a say 
in worldwide decisions" about 
Jewish identity, Israel-diaspora 
relations and aliyah. 

"Without pluralistic repre
s~tation," she said, "this elec
tion will put a wedge between 
Israel and the diaspora. 

"With the vote," she added, 
"we're trying to make a state
ment that the Knesset will 
listen to." 

Sands' son, 23-year-old 
Joshua Narva, described him
self as intensely invested in the 
election as a Conservative Jew. 

"This is an issue that strikes 
at the core of how a Jew is de
fined," he said. 

The Zionist Congress, sched
uled for December in Jerusa
lem, will select the leadership of 
the WZO and will help set its 
policies and priorities. 

The WZO has the power to 
implement those priorities with 
its joint authority over the $400 
million budget of its partner, 

submitted the new grant. 
"Vivian [Weisman] added a 

new JCC component," Link said. 
" I think it's great that the JCC 
thinks it's important to get in
volved. The community is get
ting on board." 

With new lay Co-Chairper
sons Marav Minkin and Lori 
Yontef Mathog, Link hopes to 
spread the word about the 
group's diversity. 

"We keep reiterating that this 
is not a singles' group," said Link. 
"It's for graduate students and 
young professionals, whether 
they are single or married. That's 
what creates such a friendly, 
stress-free environment." 

Many have been surprised 
and ver y pleased by the 
organization's ability to reach 
out to young adults, who are 
often considered a difficult 
group to seek out and bring to
gether. 

"Young adulthood is a very 
important age," Rakittsaid. " !t is 
an underserved age group, and a 
critical demographic group that 
must be helped in its quest for 
Jewish identity." 

In the corning year, Rakitt 
hopes to help Perspectives 
achieve a greater degree of inde
pendence. 

"We look forward to work
ing with Perspectives' volunteer 
and professional leadership to 
find ways to secure future fund
ing," he sa id. 
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the Jewish Agency for Israel. 
That $400 million is contrib

u ted by the central Jewish fund
raising establishments around 
the world. The lion's share is 
spent for the resettlement and 
absorption of immigrants.Much 
of the rest is spent for Jewish
Zionist education. 

About $1 million is allocated 
each to projects of the Conser
vative and Reform movements 
and about $500,000 to those of 
the modern Orthodox. 

However, proposals for 
sharply stepped-up funding 
have been discussed in recent 
weeks between the United Jew
ish Appeal and Conservative 
and Reform leaders. 

But despite the unusual op
portunity the election provides 
for democratic expression in the 
Jewish world, political infight
ing persists. 

Several of the Zionist organi
zations, most in opposition to 
ARZA and Mercaz, are pushing 
for an extension of the June 1 
registration deadline so they can 
have more time to rally their 
ranks. A decision is expected 
soon. 

To reques t a registration 
form, call (800) 598-8445. 

Wiesel 
(Continued from Page 1) 

in the world were suffering due 
to hunger and illness. "That 
scandal is our fault," he said. 
But on a brighter note, "With 
your help, perhaps we will van
quish death and hunger and 
disease," he stated. 

Before Wiesel concluded his 
address, he provided the gradu
ates with one final message, urg
ing them to have respect for all 
people. 'Toe opposite of intoler
ance is not tolerance. Tolerance is 
condescending. The opposite of 
intolerance is respect. I give you 
my deepest respect." With this, 
the audience responded with a 
standing ovation. 

After the commencement had 
ended, I had the opportunity to 
spend some time discussing the 
day's events with Ailene. We 
agreed that Elie Wiesel's speech 
had been powerful, but that 
meeting and spending time 
(brief as it may have been) with 
Dr. Wiesel had been the most 
rewarding part of the day for 
us. I cannot explain how grate
ful I am for having had this op
portunity. It is something that I 
will carry with me forever. 

Amy Lefkowitz is URI Hillel 
student president, Class of 1998. 

Correction 
In an engagement an

nouncementin the May 15th 
issue of the Herald, the par
ents of bridegroom-to-be, 
Steven Parenteau, were mis
takenly omitted. Steven is the 
son of Christine and Roger 
Parenteau of Coventry. The 
Herald regrets the error. 

Omission 
In an article on the Hadas

sa h communi ty service 
project that appeared in the 
May 15 issue of the Herald, 
co-chairwoman Stella Pol
lock was omitted. Pollock is 
an active Hadassah me,:p.ber. 

CLASSIFIED 
GUTTERS 

INSTALLATION, REPAIRS AND CLEANING 
- 30 years experience. Call Mr. Gutter 354-
6725, Providence, 884-0714. 2/28/98 

HELP WANTED 

AFTERNOON HEBREW SCHOOL seeking 
teachers. All levels. Excellent pay. Resume to 
Congregation B'nai Israel, 224 Prospect 
Street, Woonsocket, RI 02895 or call (401) 
762-3651 . 6/5/97 

JOBS WANTED 

CLEAN OUTS! ! attics, cellars, garages. Call 
785-3585 or 521-1495. Free estimates. 

6/19/97 

A referral service for 
companions to the 
elderly, since 1967 

401-421 -1 213 

DOES YOUR 
BUSINESS 
PROVIDE 

OUTSTANDING 
OR UNIQUE 

SERVICES TO 
THE COMMUNITY? 
Why not let our 

readers know about it? 

For a Closer Look 
Business Profile 

Call 724-0200 

Send Classbox Correspondence To: 
ClassBox No. 
The R.I. Jewish Herald 
P.O. Box 6063 
Providence, R.I. 02940 

R.I. Jewish Herald class~ied ads cost $3 for 15 
words or less. Additional words cost 12 cents each. 
Payment must be received by Monday at 4 p.m. 
prior to the Thursday when the ad is scheduled to 
appear. This newspaper will not, knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate which is in violation 
of the R.I . fair Housing Act and Section 804 (C) of 
ntle VIII of the 1968 Civil Rights Act . Our readers 
are hereby informed that all dwelling/housing ac
commodations advertised in this newspaper are 
available on an equal opportunity basis. 

5 60 That 's all 
1t costs to 
reach our 
readers. 

Call 
I n4-0200 

Getting Engaged? 
Beautiful estate 

diamond rings available 
Call Paulene Jewelers 

274-9460 

Antique Refinishing 
PROFESSIONAL STRIPPING ~ 

REGLUEING • REPAIRS 
CALL SHAF 

434-0293 • 458-7306 
Free Estimates• Pick-Up, Delivery 

Our advertisers 
support us. Please 
support them, and 

mention the Herald. 
Thank you. 

Copies of the Herald are available at. .. 
In Cranston 

Providence 
and Vicinity 

Barney's, Oaklawn Avenue 
Borders Book Shop, Garden City Center 
Brooks, Reservoir Avenue 
Cameron's Pawtuxet Pharmacy, Broad Street 
Ra inbow Bakery, Reservoir Ave. 

Barney's, East Avenue, Pawtucket 
Books on the Square, Wayland Square(onAngell) 
Hope Street Bagel , Hope Street 
East Side Prescription Center, Hope Street 
Swan liquors, Hope Street 
Rhoda Judaica, Burlington Avenue 

! CLASSiFiEDS 7 

I 
I 

15 words for $3.00 • 12¢ each additional word 

I Category 
I Message 

I 

Name 
Address 

Phone 

No. Words Date(s) Run ________ _ 

To Include a box number, send an additional $5.00. All responses 
wlll be malled to the Herald via box number, and forwarded to clas• 
allied advertlaer. Payment MUST be received by Monday afternoon, PRIOR to 
the Thursday on which the ad is to appear. 10% discount given for ads running 
continuously for one year. 

I 
I 
I 
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Olympic Club Convenes for Historic 70th Anniversary 
by Sara Wise 
Herald Editor 

Where somebody waits for me; 
sugar's sweet, so is she, Bye, Bye 
Blackbird ... 

Theysangsongsoftheiryouth 
around the piano, asked 
about rela tives, and gave 

enormous heartfelt hugs. They 
may walk a little slower,or lean 
a little closer to hea r each other's 
stories, but the spirit and cama
raderie that has he ld these men 
together over the yea rs shone 
through last weekend when "the 
Olympics" gathered in Provi
dence to celebrate their 70th 
anniversary. 

"It's a mos t unusual club," 
said Lou Yosinoff, a founding 
member and the first president 
of the boys club that was known 
for both its sports p rowess and 
its social and charitab le activi
ties. "You don' t see clubs like 
these today." 

With five of the eight fo und
ing mem bers of the William 
Cutler Ga tes Olympic Club in 
attendance, the event brought 
togetherold friends and , forou t
of-towners, showed off a city 
tha t had changed considerably 
si nce the eight 8- and 9-yea r-o ld 
boys marched up to the new 
Jewish Community Center on 
Benefit Stree t in 1927 to ask if 
they cou ld form a sports club. 

After a full da y of touring 
Provid e nce and reminisc ing 
with friends a t the new Jewish 
Community Center, the week
end culmina ted in a "blowout" 
luncheon a t the Marriott Hotel 
on Sunday a fternoon . Tables 
covered with scrapbooks a nd 
old photos he lped te ll the s tory 
of a unique organization tha t 
crea ted lifelong bonds. 

According to Yosinoff, the 
boys took the club very seri
ous ly. "We lea rned Robert's 
Rules of Order to conduct our 
meetings a nd had our finger
nails checked, jus t like the Boy 

Scouts. If you were a good boy 
Ii ke me, you earned certificates." 

In addition to sports, there 
were charity projects, social 
events and declamation con
tests, for which Yosinoff said 
the boys wou ld practice for 
weeks . One scrapbook con
tained anniversary cards that 
each married member received, 
a Mother's Day card for the boys' 
mothers, a 1927 li s t showi ng 
who had paid their lOcentdues, 
and a menu from a banquet in 
Taunton, Mass., priced a t $1.50. 

As former members and 
their wives pored over the old 
photos, eve nt programs, 
plaques a nd news clippings, it 
seemed hard for some of them 
to believe they were ever so 
yo ung. 

"We were all 
schoolmates, we didn't 
care about differences in 

those days, it was a 
fraternal thing." 

Johnny Miller 

"I was rea lly a skinny kid," 
said Bernice Cohen, whose firs t 
husba nd was an Olympic mem
ber, as she looked at the low-cut 
dresses she and her fri ends wore 
in a dinner-dance photo. "That 
was a d ay of no wrinkles. But 
hey, I tha nk G-d we' re here," 
added Sylvia Levin who ca me 
with her husband Hy Levin, 
who pointed out with amaze
ment the fact tha t out of 15 team 
members in a 1939 champion
ship basketball photo, a ll but 5 
or 6 in the photo were at the 
luncheon. 

Jos Presser, a nother fo und
ing member of the club, though t 
back on old fri ends as he went 
through the photos, "lt'sa lot of 

THE GREATER FALL RIVER HEBREW SCHOOL 
announces that 

Teaching Positions Are Now Available 
for the 1st, 2nd and 3rd grades 

on Sundays: 9:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m. 
Mondays and Wednesdays: 3:30 p.rn.-5:30 p.rn . 
Please R eply to Rabbi Fred Nebel, Education Director 

at (508 ) 679-3910 

Your local source for everything Jewish is ... 

'¢ 1!:~4-f/~¢ 
I 

• Religious and Ceremonial Items 
tUO 
~ • Gifts For All Occaeione 
i I 

• Children's Toye and Games 

~ 1 • Artwork and Jewelry 

• CDe, Caeeettee 

• Videos and Books 

77 Burlington Stree t - off Hope Street, Providence 

454-4775 
Mon.-Thurs. 10-5:30, Fri. 9:30-3, Sun. 10-2 

i I 

waterunder the bridge, you look 
a t the old photos and see all 
those who are no longer with 
us." 

During the '30s and '40s, 
Olympicclubmembershipgrew 
to a peak of 102 until the attack 
at Pearl Harbor drew the United 
States into the war and many of 
the group's members enlisted. 
The Olympics reorganized af
ter the war and were active for 
a nother six years, until they for
mally disbanded in 1952. Since 
then, the group has kept in re
markably close contact. Yosi noff 
says he has been corresponding 
monthly with one former mem
ber in Los Angel~s for the past 
25 yea rs. They also try to mee t 
for reunions every fi ve yea rs, 
a lthough many of the former 
members seemed surprised that 
the club had actua lly made it to 
their 70 th anni versary. "This is 
the fourth reunion s ince the big 
50th ann iversary," o rganizer 
Sid Green told the crowd, "Ca n 
you be lieve we' re a ll here?" 

Green mentioned thattheclub 
had earned congratu latory proc
lama tions from both Mayor 
Vi ncent Cianci and Governor Lin
coln Almond in honor of their 
70th anniversary reunion and 
tha t seven loca l publications car
ried stories about the reunion. 

Although a majo rity of the 
former members s till live in 
Rhode Is land (a t leas t part o f the 
yea r), there was an impressive 
showing from as far away as 
Tennessee, Wisconsin and Ari
zona. lsodor Fine, a retired Uni
versity of Wisconsin professor, 
combined the trip from Madi
son withhis55thcollegereunion 
at UR I. According to his wife, 
"There were more people at his 
Jewish boys club reunion, than 
a t his college reunion las t time." 

Leonard "Horse" Chernack, 
a s tudent of the Charles Atlas 

Roses Help 
Support MADD 
A Rose is a Rose is a Rose, but 

these beautiful creations in the 
form of a pin will not only de
light your loved ones, it may 
keep them safer. Tona, Inc. of 
Johns ton, RI, has donated pro
ceeds from the sale of the rose 
pin to Mothers Against Drunk 
Driving in Rhode Island. Re
member someone you love and 
he! p keep our roads safe at the 
same time. For more informa
tion, ca ll 1 (800) 242-MADD. 

EASTSIDE 
CHIROPRACTIC 

CENTER 
291 Waterman Street 

453-BACK (2225) 
Dr. Amy Westrick is 

welcoming new patients 
to her office located in the 

heart of the East Side. 

Initial Consultation Is 
Free With This Ad 

SYLVIA AND HY LEVIN reflect on a photo of the 1939 Olympic 
basketball team at the club' s 70th anniversary reunion. 

body-buildingprogram, was also 
there. A yellowed news article 
told how Chernack once fought 
1934NewEngland welterweight 
champion Russell "Red" Golden, 
w ith no boxing experi ence. 
Chernack,a retired busi nessman 
who sold American Tourister 15 
years ago, now wri tes poetry and 
helps out at children's hospitals 
which he enjoys immensely, "I 
get a k.ickoutof hearing them ca ll 
me 'Uncle Lenny'." 

Johnny Miller, who claimed 
to be the oldes t member at 80, 
was only 10 yea rs old w hen the 
club formed . He was a lso the 
only non-Jewish member, but 
said that he a lways felt a t home 
in the club. "We were a ll school
mates, we didn't ca re about dif
ferences in those days, it was a 
fraternal thing." 

Miller lived on Benefit Street 

Herald photo by Sara Wise 

near Lou Yosinoff and joined with 
the other neighborhood boys. 
"This isn' t like the Elks or other 
clubs that go on and on with 
younger members; it's just one 
club, after us there are no more." 

Yosinoff, theclub's firstpresi
dent who served for 11 years 
(from 1927 to 1938), addressed 
the group before lunch began. 
"Our cherished memories ofour 
youth remain clea r, we have so 
many lasting fri endships that 
have flouri shed over the years." 

Jack Jacobso n, who suc
ceeded Yosinoff as president, 
offered a special L'Chaim toast. 
"This L'Chaim toast is not just 
' to life,' but to everyone here for 
a long, enjoyable, sweet life." 

For these gentlemen, belong
ing to the Olympic Club clearly 
played a large part in making 
their lives so sweet. 

The Most Versatile 
Jewish Food 

When one thinks of Jewish 
foods, one thinks of blintzes, 
latkes, corned beef, and so on. 
But as far as versatility in Jew
ish food is concerned , 
most scholars agree 
that the bagel 
stands supreme. 
According to 
reco rds at the 
Hebrew Univer
sity in Jerusalem, 
bagels have been 
used for: 

• holding up a table 
during a meal in a sukka h 

• placing the handles of 
the holy Torah scrolls in, to 
steady the precious object in 
the Ark 

• a s kullcap, when no 
other was avai lable 

• a wedding ring, when 

the best man at the wedding 
of Larry Cornblum, of 
Toronto, forgot to bring one 
for the bride 

• felling the mighty 
Go liath, as reported in 

the Book of Samuel. 
"Had it been a fresh 
bagel that the young 
David threw at the 
giant Philistine, in
stead of a stale one," 

notes Yaacov Lup
kofsky of Bar Ilan Uni

versity in Israel, "Jewish his
tory might have turned out 
quite differently ." 

Rep,-i11ted with per111issio11 
fro 111 the Unorthodox Book of 
Jewish Records and Lis ts, by 
Allan Gould a11d Dan11y Siegel, 
Sa muel Wa ct 111a11 's So 11 s, 
©1997. 


