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Madeleine Albright 
Confronts The Past 
In Visit To Prague 

by Randi Druzin 
PRAGUE ()TA) - For U.S. 

Secre tary of State Madeleine 
Albright, all doubt has disap-
peared. · 

Like the names of her grand
parents w ho perished in the 
Holocaust, h er"jewish roots are 
carved in stone. 

And a t least for the Czech 
Jews who accompa nied her on 
her historic visi t here this week, 
any doubts that she knew about 
her Jewish background prior to 
thei r revelations in the med ia 
ea rlier thi s year have been 
erased. 

Tomas Kraus, execu ti ve di
rector of the Federation of Jew
ish Communities in the Czech 
Republic, said Albright's emo
tion was genuine during their 
tour of the historic Jewish Quar
ter. 

She seemed on the verge of 
tears many times as she toured 
the Old Jewish Cemetery and 
the adjacent Pinkas Synagogue 
- which has inscribed on its 
walls the names of more than 
77,000 Czech and Slovak Holo
caust victims, Kraus said in an 
interview. 

She seemed on the verge 
of tears many times as 

she toured the Old 
Jewish Cemetery 

It was among those thou
sands of victims that Albright 
found the names of her paternal 
grandparents, Olga and Arnost 
Korbel. 

Her encounter with her Jew
ish pastwas firston the secretary's 
agenda as she arrived in Prague 
as partofa tour devoted to NA TO 
and its expansion to Eastern and 
Central Europe. 

Krau s said that during 
Albright's Jewish tour, which 
was closed to reporters, it was 
apparent that she had developed 
"very s trong feelings about her 
Jewis h roots" s ince learning 
about them earlier this year. 

Standing in front of the 16th
century Jewish Town Hall a t the 
end of her tour, Albright said 
that when she visited the syna
gogue las t year with First Lady 
Hillary Rodham Clinton, she 
didn't look for the names of her 
grandpa rents or other family 
members. 

"I did not know my own fam-

ily s tory then," she expla ined , 
her vo ice cracking. 

"Tonight, I knew to look for 
those names. And their image 
will forever be sea red into my 
heart. 

"To the many va lues and 
many facets that make up who I 
am, I now add the knowledge 
tha t my grandparentsand mem
bers of m y fa mily perished in 
the wors t catastrophe in human 
his tory. 

"So I leave here tonight with 
the certainty that th.is new part 
of my identity adds something 
stronger, sadder and richer to 
my life," she sa id . 

Leo Pavlat, the direc tor of 
Prague's Jewish Museum who 
also accompanied the secretary 
of s tate, said he understood 
Albright's reaction. 

"She is not here for the first 
time, but it is the first time she 
came with the aim to look a t the 
names,", he said. 

In addition to locating the 
names of her two paternal 

. grand parents on the synagogue 
walls, Albright was also shown 
file cards describing their tragic 
fate: her grandfather died in 
Theresienstadt in 1942, her 
grandmother at Auschwitz in 
1944. 

Her maternal grandfather 
died before the war. The fate of 
her maternal grandmother is un
known. 

What Kraus saw with 
Albright, he has seen before: "It 
is common for Jews from this 
part of the world to be ignorant 
of their Jewish roots. A substan
tial number of Czech Jews have 
only recently discovered their 
ancestry. Both during and after 
World War 11 , many European 
Jews shed their religion and their 
Jewish identity to break with 
their painful past and to ensure 
better lives for their children. 

Albright was born here and 
fled twice as a child. Herfather, 
a diplomat, took his family with 
him when he left Czechoslova
kia in March 1939, days after 
Nazi forces occupied the coun
try . 

Albright said she reflected on 
her parents' choi ces as she 
looked at her g ra ndparents' 
names on the synagogue wall. 

"I felt not only grief for those 
members of my family that were 
inscribed there, but I also 
thought abou t my parents. l 
thought about the choice they 
made." 

(Continued on Page 19) 
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Fun in the Sun! 
Jewish Community Center of Rhode Is land and JORI campers gathered together in Providence 

during Israel Week. See pages 10 and 11. Herald photo by Tara V. Lisciandro. 

NATO Expansion Seen as Positive 
Move For Former Soviet-bloc Jews 

by Ruth E. Gruber 
STRASBOURG, France (JT A) 

- Is there a Jewish stake in the 
expansion of NATO? 

Jewish leaders from Eastern 
and .Central Europe see the ex
pansion as a way of anchoring 
their countries within the West, 
strengthening overall demo
cratic development and provid
ing a more secure base for a 

. viable Jewish future. 
"WithmembershipinNATO 

and especially with [eventual] 
membership in the European 
Union, people will be able to 
migrate freely, and I think Jews 
would settle here,and our popu
lation would grow," Tomas 
Kraus, executive director of the 
Federation of Jewish Commu
nities in the Czech Republic, said 
in an interview. 

"We expect that after the en
largement of NA TO, we will get 
new immigration from the 
former Soviet Union," he said . 

Those Jews "are seeki ng not 
only political refuge, but higher 
economic s tandards," Kraus 
said. "They' ll settlein ourcoun
try, knowing that it is militarily 
secure from the Russians and 
economica lly stable." 

Meeting in Madrid recently, 
leaders of the North American 

Treaty Organization countri es 
officially invited the Czech Re
public, Hungary and Poland to 
become the first wave of former 
Soviet bloc s tates to join the 
western defense alliance. 

Some 4,000 Jews live in the 
Czech Republic, as many as 
100,000 Jews live in Hungary 
and 10,000 or more li ve in Po
land. 

The expansion formally 
erases the Cold War's 

East-West divide. 

Further eastern expansion of 
NA TO is expected. 

The expansion, less than a 
decade after the collapse of com
munism, formally erases the 
Cold War's East-West divide. 

It crea tes a broader, more 
seamless, European la ndscape 
and verifies former Eastern-bloc 
sta tes as members of the Euro
pean political mainstream. 

"It's a sort of confirma tion of 
our identity, of being a part of 
what we always felt a part of, 
and were rarely recognized as," 
Michael Zantovsky, a leading 
Czech political figure who is of 

Jewish background, told the 
Associated Press. 

The move has parallel rami
fications fo~ Jews. 

Since the collapse of commu
nism, a renaissance of Jewish 
life has taken root in countries 
throughout the former Soviet 
bloc s tates. 

No longer "captive Jews" 
behind the Iron Curtain, these 
Jewish communities now are 
demonstrating a growing self
confidence in their identity and 
are demanding recognition as 
full-fledged members of the Jew
ish world . 

"Of course we need and ap
preciatecooperation with all the 
international Jewish organiza
tions," Warsaw Jewish repre
sentative Stanislaw Krajewski 
told attendees at a recent con
ference in Strasbourg on 
"Strenghtening Jewish Life in 
Europe." 

"But being partners means 
we should not be ignored ." 

Poland 's Jewish leadership 
was particularly blunt on the 
issue last month. 

Jerzy Kiebler , the newl y 
elected 49-year-old president of 
the Union of Jewish Communi
ties in Poland , issued a state-

(Continued on Page 19) 



Saddle Up For Summer 
Ifyouhavealwayswantedto Slots are also available at 

learn to ride horses, there's no classes offered at the Sakonnet 
time like this summer to saddle Equestrian Center in Tiverton, 
up. Bristol Community College R.I. The two-hour classes in
has teamed up with two local cludeEnglishridinglessonsand 
stables to offer riding lessons classroom instruction on horse 
throughitsCommunityServices management, tacking and 
office. untacking, grooming and car-

Classes at Emerald Eques- ing for horses. 
trian Center will teach horse- There are several sections 
back riding as well available: Thursdays 
asthecareandman- - rom 7 to 9 p .m. , 
agement· of horses starting July 17; 
and the stable. Par- Friday from 7 to 9 
ticipants will learn to p .m., starting July 
groom, bridle, and 25; and Saturdays 
saddle horses, and be in- from noon to 2p.m ., 
troduced to the basics of feed- starting July 19. All classes run 
ing·, stable maintenance, tack for four weeks. 
cleaning and care, saddle types For further information or 

· and sty les of riding. to register for riding lessons at 
Classes begin on July 31 and either Emerald Equestrian 

run for four weeks at the CenterorSakonnetEquestrian 
stables in Middleborough from Center, call (508) 678-2811, 
6 to 8 p.m. ext. 2270. 

Help Out a Good Cause 
The Rhode Island Chapter of 

the Leukemia Society of America 
needs volunteers for its Charles
town Challenge- Run, Walk & 
Skate event set for Aug. 9 at 
Ninigret Park in Charlestown. 
Planned for that day are a 5k 
run/walk, then an inline skating 
event where participants will 
learnaboutthesport,seedemon
strations and have the opportu
nity to test out a pair of skates. 
Races for all ages and levels of 
skaters are planned. A barbecue 
will follow. 

Volunteers are needed to per
form a .variety of tasks includ
ing pre-event set-up on Aug. 8, 
an_d helping with registration, 

set-up, water stops, safety, bar
becue and clean-up on Aug. 9. 

The Charlestown Challenge 
starts with registration at 8 a.m. 
The run / walk begins at 9 a.m., 
followed by skating races at 
10:30 a.m., then the barbecue. 
The entry fee is $18 or free with 
$50 in donations to the Leuke
mia Society of America. Pro
ceeds will benefit the Rhode ls
land Chapter's patient financial 
assistance and research pro
grams. 

For more information about 
volunteering or participating in 
the Charlestown Challenge -
Run, Walk & Skate call the Leu
kemia Society at 943-8888. 

Join thousands of readers 
who know what's going 
on in the Rhode Island 
Jewish Community ... 

Subscribe to the 

RHODl 
ISlAND 
JlWISH 
HlRAlD 

Timely features ,. local and social 
events, editorials and business 
profiles highlight every issue ... 
you also get special holiday and 
seasonal issues. · 

Don't miss a single one! 
Return the form below to subscribe . .. 

,-------------------7 
I PLEASE BEGIN MY SUBSCRIPTION FOR ... 

I Rhode Island Mailing• 0 I year$ I 5 0 2 years $30 

I Out•of-State Mailing O I year $20 0 2 years $40 
I 
I 
I 

Senior Citizen (62+), R.l. Mailing* 

Senior Citizen (62+ ), Out-of-State Mailing 

. 0 I year$12 0 2 years $24 

0 I year $16 0 2 years $32 
\ Name __________________ _ 

I Address _________________ _ 

I 
I I Phone __________________ _ 

I Mail check to: R.l. Jewish Herald, P.O. Box 6063, Providence, R.l. 02940-6063 

I *If you are a·Rlrode· Islander and ~sh to have your subscription forwarded to an 
I out-of-state address for any part of the year, you must pay the out•of-state rate. 
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Calendar of Events for July 17 thru 26 
17 Rhode Island State Games and Sports Festival begins. Daily events July 17 to 27 in Central 

Falls. Call 727-7474 for schedule of events. 

19 Annual book sale 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Cross Mills Public Library, Charlestown. Call 364-6211. 

Woonasquaatucket River Paddle, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Kayak the river from Water Place Park, 
Providence. Call 453-1633. 

20 2nd annual Jazz on the Blackstone,2 p.m. at Ri ver Island Park, Woonsocket. Call 762-6400. 

3rd annual Build Your Boat Contest, 1 p.m. Participants build their own boats on premise 
to prepare for- a race in East Greenwich Cove at 3:30 p.m. Call 884-6363. 

21 Grow of Rhode Island hosts 12-Step Mental Health Group, Pawtucket, 6:30 p.m. Call 464-
3137. 

22 Fast Day of the 17th of Tammuz. 

23 Grow of Rhode Island Hosts 12-Step Mental Health Group, 10 a.m., N. Kingstown; 7 p.m. 
Cranston; 7 p .m. Warwick. Call 464-3137 for directions. 

Pajama Party for children. Children wi ll be treated to s tories, games and songs at Books on 
the Square, Providence. Free and open to public. Call 331-9097. 

24 Summer evening under the stars with Perspectives Young Jewish AdultGroup Meet at the 
Margaret Jacoby Observatory at Community College of Rhode Island to stargaze with host 
Sandi Brenner, 9 p.m. Call to R.S.V.P., 863-9357. · 

Grow of Rhode Island, 12-Step Mental Health Group, 7 p.fTI., Coventry. Call 464-3137. 

26 Antique and Classic Boat Rendezvous at Mystic Seaport, Conn., July 26 to 27. Approxi
mately 50 boats will appear at the seaport. Three-mile down River Parade through the town 
of Mystic on Sunday. Call (860) 572-5315. 

Enjoy a safari-cruise in a combination tour of Southwick Zoo and riverboat tour of 
Blackstone River, 10 a.m., Blackstone, Mass. Call to register. 724-2200. 

Dino Doctor Day at Roger Williams Park Zoo, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Visitors will get a behind
the-scenes peek at how 19 robotic creatures of the dinosaur exhibit work. Children who 
complete the field study course receive a certificate of dinosaur medicine. 

Providence County Kennel Club hosts All Breed Dog Show at East Providence High 
School, 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Show features more than 130 va rieties of purebred dogs. Call 831- . 
2186. 

Visit the Red Baron 
Red Baron Frozen Pizza pre

sents a special appearance of the 
Red Baron Biplanes. Flying en
thusiasts and the community are 
invited to come see the two bi
planes on display, July 19 from 
10:30a.m. to5:15p.m.andjuly20 
from 9 a.m. to 5:15 p.m. at 
HawthorneAviationattheNorth 
Central State Airport, located at 
380 Jenckes Hill Road in Lincoln. 

The red and white, smoke 
trailing, super Stearman are 
original open-air cockpit bi
planes reminiscent of aviation's 
earlier days. The tourisaneffort 
to keep the lost artofbarnstorm
ing alive. 

The Red Baron Stearma n 
Squadron appearance in the 
Providence area wiIJ benefit mus
cular dystrophy. In support of 
muscular dystrophy, Red Baron 
will donate a percentage from 
products sold in the community 
from July 6 to 19, to benefit its 
·worthwhilecauseand programs. 

Come meet and visit with the 
pilots of the Red Baron Stearman 
Squadron, enjoy a sampling of 
free Red Baron Frozen Pizza, 
see the magnificent biplanes on 
display near the hanger and 
watch as they take off from the 
ground. 

Admission is free. 

Ice Cream For All! 
Come and enjoy an old-fash- ciety , dressed in period cos-

ioned ice cream social served tumes. 
on the grounds of the 300- f: The cost is $3 per per-
year-old Smith-Appleby son. Tours of the house 
House, 220 Stillwater Road, will be available for $1. 
Smithfield, on July 20, from Reservations are not 
1 to 4 p.m. , needed. 

Homemade ice cream • Call 231-7363 for informa-
with a variety of homemade tion. Directions: Route 295, exit 
toppings will be served by 88, left at first light, left on 
members of the historical so- Stillwater Road . 
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Storyteller at 
the Barrington 
Public Library 

Storyteller Don Kirk will 
present "Reaching for the Stars" 
at the Barrington Public Library 
on July 23 at 6:30 p.m. His per
formance is part of the 1997Sum
mer Reading Club "Reach for 
the Stars- Read" sponsored by 
the Office of the Library and 
Information Services, Rhode ls
land McDonald 's Restaurants, 
and the Friends of the Barrington 
Public Library. 

Kirk has entertained children 
throughout the area and 
touched hearts with his sensi
tive and va lue-oriented tales. 
The stories in this program fea
ture stars in the sky, starfish 
from the sea, the s tar that serves 
as a badge, and a movie star. 

For children entering grades 
one and older, the program lasts 
45 minutes. This is a free pro
gram. No registration is re
quired. Call 247-1920 for infor
mation. 

Support Our 
Advertisers 

Copies of the Herald 
are available at. .. 

Barney·s, Oaklawn Ave. 
Borders Book Shop. Garden City Ctr. 
Brooks. Reservoir Ave. 
Rainbow Bakery, Reservoir Ave. 

Providence 
and Vicinity 

Barney's. East Avenue, Pawtucket 
Books on the Square, Wayland Square 

(on Angell) 
Hope Street Bagel, Hope St. 
East Side Prescription Center, Hope St. 
Swan Liquors, Hope St. 
Rhod a's Judaica, Burlington St 
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THE JEWISH COMMUNITY 
Hair Today, Gone Tomorrow: An 
Orthodox Boy's Rite of Passage 

by Emily Torgan 

F,ewish Community Reporter 
or little Menachem Mendel 
Levy, July 13 was a very 
specia l day. . 

The hot summer Sunday was 
his third birthday, and because 
his family is Orthodox, they 
welcomed his third year with 
more than the requisite party 
and birthday cake. 

According to Jewish tradi
tion, a boy's third birthday is 

also the da te of his upsherenish, 
a traditional haircutting cer
emony. 

Mendel's father, Lubavitcher 
Rabbi Eliezer Levy, explained 
that an upsherenish serves as 
both the child's firs t haircut and 
his forma l introduction to Jew
ish learning. 

At the Warwick simcha, rela
tives dressed in Chasidic garb 
mingled with neighborhood 
residents as some 150 guests 

poured into a backyard filled 
with round tables and a buffet 
of fruit, ca Res and candies. Glit
ter glinted on the tables, and 
balloons swayed in the breeze. 

At about 4 p.m., Rabbi Levy 
interrupted the festivities to start 
the ceremony. "The Rebbe sen t 
a blessing to all upsherenishes," 
Levy began, paying tribute to 
the late Menachem Mendel 
Schneerson, the Lubavitcher 
spiritual leader who left the 
world on June 12, 1994, only 
days before Levy's young son 
had entered it. 

After a reading of the bless
ing, Levy discussed the mean
ing of the haircutting, "Cutting 
the child's hair is considered a 
matter of great importance," he 
said. " It teaches the [male] child 
to wear pevo t [earlocks.]" 

Pevot, Rabbi Levy explained 
later, are kept longer than the 
rest of the hair because the To
rah states that hair should not 
be cut in a full circle. 

"At that time, idol worship
ers cut thei r hair that way as 
part of their religious practice," 
he sa id. 

The upsherenish, an ancient 
Kabbalistic custom that is per
formed in most Orthodox move-

Rabbis Lipson, Gibber and Levy confer before the ceremony. men ts, was first recorded by the 
HeraldphotobyEmilyTorga11 students of Rabbi Ari, who re-

A Letter to Mendel From Mom 
(Chanie Levy wrote a letter to 

her 3-year-old son to be read at his 
upsherenish, or haircutting cer
emony. Thefollowingexcerptsfrom 
the letter have been reprinted by the 
Herald with permission from Mrs . 
Levy.) 
Dear Mendel, 

What a joy it is to join today 
with friends and family to cel
ebrate your third birthday, your 
upsherenish, your formal intro
duction to Jewished ucation and 
practice. At this momentous 
occasion, I'd like to share some 
of my thoughts with you. 

My dear little "big" three
year-old son, the day I first laid 
eyes on your beautiful face feels 
like only yesterday. Let me tell 
you a bit about the emotional 
circums tances surroundi ng 
your blessed entrance into our 
lives. 

It was June 12, 1994, the third 
of Tamuz, and I was hot and 
overdue, eager to finally wel
cdme the baby I was carrying. 
But on that fateful Motzai 
Shabbos (Saturday eveni ng), as 
I lay awake at 2 a.m., feeling 
your friendly kicks in my ribs 
and picturing w hat you might 
look like, my blissful thoughts 
were sha ttered by an ominous 
telephone call. I heard Totty cry
ing and I refused to believe the 
terrible news he broke to me. 
Our beloved Rebbe, the revered 
spi ritual guide of our genera
tion, was no longer physically 
with us. The next few days, I 
walked around heartbroken and 
in shock,and thosenights l spent 
tossing and turning in bed, un
able to sleep, unable to ease the 
anguish I felt in my soul, unable 
to be consoled . 

Finally, four days into the 
week of shiva, I knew it was 

ll 
Mendel's mother, Chanie, holds his early childhood's Jong hair. 

time for you to make your long
awaited entrance. Let me tell 
you, Mendel, you sure took your 
time! 

On the morning of the 8th of 
Tamuz, Hashem granted me the 
strength I needed to help you 
join us, and at 11:30 a.m., your 
piercing cry could finally be 
heard . Mendel, how can I put 
into words the feeling that over
came me as I felt your warm 
body against mine and peered 
at your tiny face? How can I 
describe the immense happiness 
that enveloped me as I felt your 
downy hair and counted your 
10 fingers and toes? How can I 
tell you the pride I felt as I 
watched your adoring father 
cradle you in his s trong arms? 
How can I make you under
stand wha t sharp grief and in
tense joy feel like back to back? 
The deep pain in our heart was 

Herald p/1010 by Emily Torga11 

momentarily soo thed as we 
welcomed this precious new life, 
and we thanked Hashem. 

Mendel , darling, do you 
know whose name you carry? 
You bear the holy name of our 
cherished Rebbe. 

My dear Mendeleh, you may 
be just a little boy, but you stand 
on theshouldersofa giant. With 
gratitude to the A-mighty, your 
Totty and I pledge to do all we 
can to raise you to follow in the 
footsteps of your namesake. 

May you and your siblings 
grow up to be a true source of 
pride and nachas, to the Rebbe, 
your family, and the entire Jew
ish nation. And may we meri t 
soon the true consolation, when 
we will be reunited with our 
Rebbe, with the coming of 
Moshiach. 

Lots of love, 
Mommy 

Mendel gets a trim. 

sided in Israel during the 15th 
century, Levy said. 

Decked out in his Shabbas 
clothes, Rabbi Levy explained 
why the haircut takes place on 
the child 's third birthday. 

"Jewish law teaches us that 
children should begin their Jew
ish education at 3," he said . "A 
sage said that a person is like a 
tree. For the firs t three yea rs, we 
do not eat the tree's fruit . On a 
chi ld 's third birthday, we give 
him the mitzvah of a haircu t
ting. Like a tree, a child begins 
as a seedling. One day, he wi ll 
blossom and bear fruit. " 

The crowd fell silent as Levy 
read a letter his wife, Chanie, 
had written to their son abou t 
the joy of his birth during the 
terrible time of the Rebbe's 
shiva. Shortly thereafter, family 
and g ues ts watched young 
Mendel totter onto a chair wi th 
his long hair in a braid . 

While klezmer music p layed, 
his mother carefully snipped off 
the braid and saved it. 

WhilelittleMendelrequested 
sodas a nd quietly munched 

Herald photo by Emily Torgau 

candy, relatives and fri ends 
moved toward the chair to ac
cept the honor of taking small 
snips. Witheachsnip, those who 
cut gave Mendel a coin or a bill 
to deposi t in a small bank. 

"That's tzedakah," he said, 
pointing to the bank with a 
chubby finger . 

The music played and 
played, and the guests cu t and 
cut. 

Levy explained that after the 
ceremony, Mendel would be 
expected to uphold religious 
customs more carefully. 

"We started training him ear
lier, but now, he will be expected 
to wear his kippah, to say the 
right prayers in the morningand 
at night, and to pray before a_nd 
after eating. Now, he wi ll also 
put on his tzi tzit [a fringed gar
ment required by the Torah.] 

Levy offered a final piece of 
information. 

"Mendel's hair doesn' t look 
chopped up anymore," he said 
the fo llowing day. "After the 
guests left, we made sure he got 
a decent shaping." 

BRAND NEW BALLROOM 
Marriott has always been known 
for creating exquisite events with 
an unsurpassed tradition of service 
and quality. But perhaps you 
didn't know that the Providence 
Marriott is also an 
excellent value . 

Imagine your affair 
at our new Marquis 

Ballroom, an intimate place that 
tastefully combines traditional 
decor with a fresh ambiance. 

Our seasoned Catering Director, 
Donna DiOrio, will ensure the 

imponant times of 
your life remain 
memories to last 
a lifetime. 

For additional information please contact our 
Catering Department at (401) 272-2400 

PROVIDENC~arflOft. 
One Omu Stre<t • Providcntt, RI 02901 
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OPINION 
If Only Everybody Who Was Born 
Jewish Could be so Righteous ... 

Mystery Solved 
To the Editors: 

by Cary Eich enbau m This delightful, tall woman 
has a Jewish name, Esther. 
The biblical Esther was the 

heroine of the Purim story, sav
ing the Jews from certain de
struction from the evil Haman. 
This modern Esther says she 
does not know how she got her 
name, only mentioning that her 
maternal grandfather (who was 
Jewish) might have had some
thing to do with it. 

She comes from Germany, a 
land that was the home base for 
the evil Nazi empire that tried 
to eradicate the Jewish people a 
mere 55 years ago. She comes 
from a land where neo-Nazis 
are still powerful, yet she repre
sents a beautiful vision of what 
this world's future might hold . 

One of the last times she was 
in Germany, in her hometown 
ofHamburg,sheworshipped in 
a synagogue (the city's lone), 
which was guarded by troops 
with machine guns and metal 
detectors, a not-alfogether un
common sight in Europe today. 

She was not born Jewish, yet 
she was born on Rosh Hashanah, 
and she will beJewish,G-d will
ing, in a year or two, and the 
Jewish community of.Rhode Is
land, should li st nothing as a 
pro.uder moment when that 
happens.Andsheinsists oncon
ver ting Orthodox, through a 
rabbi in Sharon, Mass., and is 
already . keeping many com
mandments, like Shabbat and 
kashrutobservation. This makes 
Esther, in my opinion, already 
as good a Jew as many people 
who were born Jewish. 

She is as precocious as any 
beautiful princess, with her 
youthfu l (Esther is 20) de-
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meanor, her nearly 6-foot build, 
her adorable puppy dog eyes 
and her smile that would light 
up any room, yet she is mature 
beyond heryears,and itis when 
Esther speaks that she distin
guishes herself from others. 

As Esther sits on the top floor 
of her presidential Providence 
apartment and smokes like a 
chimney, she speaks of her love 
of all things Jewish, Mr. Adler 
of Temple Emanu-El across the 
street and a better life for the 
world's future inhabitants. 

She speaks of having many 
children, including one son 
named Moshe (for her love for 
that name), for that is what she 
believes she was put on this 
earth for:" After all," Estheronce 
told me, "what is my purpose 

. onthisworldifnottobefruitful 
and multiply?" 

Esther speaks of her 
desires to be Jewish, her 

wishes that' she could 
have been born Jewish,,, 

And although Esther wasn' t 
raised Jewishly, you can be sure 
that her chi ldren will be raised 
with all the proper cultural and 
societal values, Jewish or other
wise. They will be respectful of 
not only their German roots, but 
also their Jewish ones and they 
wi ll be beautiful neshumahs in 
life, just like their mother. 

Esther speaks of what is go
ing on in her homeland today 
and is quite shocked by her 
people's actions. She speaks of 
Turkish, Tunisian and Moroc-

* Candlelighting 
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Notice: The opinions presented on this 
page do not necessarily represent the 
opinions of this establishment. 

can immigrants (to Germany) 
having to wait in long lines out
doors (in the rain, cold and 
snow) for their visas to stay in 
Germany - a new law in Ger
rnany.Sherecoilsin horrorwhen 
she imagines her ancestors mak
ing 16-year-old immigrants wait 
in lines forup toa wee!$ without 
toilets or showers: "I know it's 
my country and I was born there, 
bu! it's still horrible." I don't 
know about you, but the fact 
that a 20-year-old German girl 
feels conscientious (and sick) 
over Turkish immigrants wait
inginlonglinesoutsidefor their 
visas, leaves with me true inspi
ration for the future. 

Esther speaks of her desires 
to be Jewish, her wishes that she 
could have been born Jewish, 
and emphasizes her doubt that 
any man who was born Jewish 
would want to marry her. Let 
me assure you, Esther, there are 
many religious converts living 
amongst us who are great people 
and adhere s trictly to the laws 
of Judaism. They are more ob
servant, more religious and 
therefore, in my opinion, al
ready more Jewish than many 
people who were born Jewish. 
Once you take on the covena nt 
of a Jew, you are a Jew, and I 
assure you, any man who was 
born Jewish would be elated to 
have you for his Jewish wife. 

The future for Esther is not 
crystal clear, since she is not a 
U.S. citizen and may have to go 
back to Germany once herschool
ing at the Rhode Island School of 
Design is over two years from 
now. And despite all the ad
vances this world has purported 
to make in the last half-century, 
to be Jewish in Germany is still 
somewhat less than ideal. But 
whatever the future might hold 
for you, Esther, I hopeG-d blesses 
you with an equal (if not more) 
amount of blessings than you 
have blessed the people of Rhode 
Island with. 

For the July 10 issue of the Herald, we submitted a photo
graph for possible identification by the Herald readers. And 
did we ever goof! Anne Sherman and I are probably the only 
two individuals in the local Jewish community who did not 
recognize the handsome Army officer whose photograph we 
submitted. 

The first of many telephone calls was from Mina Rosen, 
who was able to verify her identification from the clue that it 
came from a collection of photographs donated by the late 
Aaron Roitman. 

The officer is CHARLES MILLER, brother to Aaron 
Roitman's wife, the late Rose Miller Roitman. 

And in addition I was corrected by James Goldsmi th (among 
others) who pointed out that I had downgn:ded Charles 
Miller's rank. He is definitely wearing Captain's bars. I apolo
gize to Mr. Miller. 

_We look forward tosubmittingotherphotos which we hope 
will create as much interest as this "unidentified" photograph 
has produced. 

Eleanor F, Horvitz 
Rhode Island Jewish Historical Association 

The Enemy Within 
by Velvel "Wally" Spiegler 

American Jews today are en
joying unprecedented success in 
all areas of endeavor. We excel 
in the arts, sciences, law, medi
cine,and business. We have con
tributed more to those areas than 
any other people in recorded 
history. We no longer li ve with 
threats of discrimination a.1d 
persecution; no more ghettos, 
no more pogroms, even anti
Semitism has reached anal! time 
low. Yet many writers, includ
ing Alan Dershowitz in his cur
rent book, The Vanishing Ameri
can Jew, and David Vital, a lead
ing historian at Tel Aviv Uni
versity in his book, The Fu ture of 
the Jews, predict the demise of 
American Jewry in this forth
coming century. The probabil
ity of each one of us having Jew
ish great-grandchildren, they 
say, is extremely slim due to 
intermarriage, low birth rate and 
assimilation into the greater 
American culture. Dershowitz 
elaborates on the ignorance of 
our knowledge of Jewish tradi-

tion due to the poor quality of 
Jewish education as another 
cause of this dilemma. Through
out Jewish history we have faced 
threats to our survival from ex
ternal enemies, now the prob
lem is truly from within. 

Our ancestors have lived and 
died defending our heritage. 
They endured the hardships of 
exi le, forced conversions, po
groms and so many forms of 
insidious persecutions all for the 
survival of Judaism, Our forefa
thers built a Jewish civilization 
that has enabled us to survive 
when all theothergreatciviliza
tionsoftheworld-theRoman, 
the Greek, the Egyptian- have 
become extinct. 

The effect of constructing and 
perpetuating a great Jewish cul
ture carried with it a great em
phasis on lea rning and scholar
ship that became inherent in our 
very consciousness. Our achieve
ments and contributions to the 
world's culture are directly re
lated to our heritage and history 

(Conlinued on Page 19) 

The Lord Is My Adversary? 
by Barry Diamond two partners agree. Torah re- block the donkey's way. Notice 

I often si t in my office wi th minds us that an adversary that the word satan does not 
students who praise or criticize works like the rudder of a ship, have the meaning of a fallen 
their teachers. I ask,, "Who are fighting against the flowing angel or some external force of 
your best teachers? What makes water and slowly changing our evil. In fact, G-d has direct con
them so good?" The students' direction. And what is true for trol over the satan, the "adver
answers usually imply: Like rudders and ships is true for sary," who comes to challenge 
good movies, good teachers en- prophets and donkeys. Balaam for the purpose of teach
tertain and challenge. Our soci- Our Torah portion places a ing him. Only after repeated en
ety focuses on entertainment, sharper point on the matter. counters with the adversary 
but our Torah portion flashes its Balaam categorically refuses to does Balaam finally learn the 
light on challenge. In the Torah accompany the princes of Moab purpose of his donkey's erratic 
portion Balak, we see G-d as and curse Israel. However, behavior.Bythen,heis readyto 
challenger,G-dasadver- Balaamtellstheprincestostay learn the lesso n G-d 

sacy. ~ ~ -- wishes to teach. By his si-
From the time of ere- · lence, Balaam misleads 

ation, relationships be- l"f'! h ,._.,1- the princes of Moab as to 
tween spouses have at .ora Toua G-d 's inte ntions, and 
Smes beea ad•e=,;aLJo J Y I wS~•ec m;sl~d, o'1,cs 
Genesis 2;18, G-d calls · '-llllp,1---------------" in G-d's name will him-
woman an ezer ke11egdo, a · self be misled . 
"helper against him." The great the night so he can receiveG-d 's Our challenge is to hear like 
commentator Rashi takes the word in his sleep. G-d tells Balaam. However, like my stu
term litera lly to make a won- Balaam that he may go but only dents' great teachers, Salaam's 
derful point: " If he [Adam] is to repeat the words G-d tells teacher was tough. Liketheship's 
worthy, [she will be] a help him. The next morning, Balaam rudder, G-d steered Balaam off 
[ezer]. ff he is not worthy, [she leaves with the princes without the road but back on the right 
will be] aga inst him [ke11egdo] telling them of this restri ction. course. Our task is to learn to 
for st-rife." Putting aside the is- ls he giving the impression that recognize when off course is on 
sues of gender, we see that once G-d will allow him to pronounce course and when our adversar-
again Torah forces us to reex- a curse on Israel? ies are our teachers. 
amine how we understand our As Balaam rides a long on his Rabbi Barry Diamond, Rf£, is 
relationships. We may think re• donkey, G-d sends a messenger tile director of education at Temple 
lationships are good only when as a sata11 , "a n adversary," to £ma11u £/ , Dallas, Texas. 



The K_indness 
of Strangers 

by Mike Fink 
Herald Contributing Reporter 

Applying for a job or to a 
school? Better not ask a family 
member. The people who think 
the most of you don' t live close 
by, in the next doorway. Tbey 
just happen along. 

eldest brother would recall how 
I whined about the discomforts 
of vacation times, the dog days, 
the sunburns. Or how he did the 
heavy chores while I would sit 
and read in the Barcalounger. 

"The friends I seek are seeki~g me" (at the corner cafe). 
Herald plroto by Mike Fink 

My dad would bear in mind 
my careless parking. My mom 
would worry about how littl~ I 
ea t, how easily I get lost. My 

My college daughters despise 
my ti e-dyed acid-washed Ber
mudas. My wife gets mad if I go 
on an errand and take too long. 

Our son makes me keep every 
promise, no matter how fool
ishly made. 

You don' t stand in with your 
families, the one you' re born into 
or the one you make and shape. 
You do best with folks you have 
your breakfast with out on the 
town. I bike to the Middlebridge 
Cafe, where other old guys on 
bicydes thathaveseenbetterdays 
settle in for their coffee. They've 
got stories to share. If you listen, 
you've made a friend for the day. 
Even the small-fry on fancier two
wheelers join in and make you 
feel good about yourself. 

I fill my bird feeders with seed 
in return for the whirring and 
chirping that cheer up my holi
days. I let the waitstaff fill my 
coffee for the chatting and mur
muring that lift my spirits. As I 
pedal my short way home to 
face the day, I praise the Lord 
for the sky an~ the street, the 
white butterfly and the road
side wildflower. 

My wife said something the 
other day, "Monarch butterflies 
are the souls of the dead return
ing." What a delightful thought. 
One summer a monarch flut
tered around meas I swam fairly 
deep out beyond the surf. Who 
was it? That hummingbird that 
comes to our willing beebalm, 
is she too a yiddishe neshama? 
A friend who has passed, leav
ing a kind barucha? 

I fill my heart with the jewels 
of good words and fine meta
phors among the strawberries 
and the plums. 

Hollywood Heroes 
by Mike Fink 

Herald Contributing Reporter 
"Air-kul" - I like to pro

nounce "Hercules" the French 
way. In July I take my 12-year
old to the lates t fare among 
flicks. "H e rcul es" 
bears the s tamp of He
brew Hollywood . The 
Olympia ns go, "Oy 
Vay!" and call their ri
va ls "shnooks." A few 
good visual gags li ven 
up the Disney design. 
H erc ul es is s u ch a 
klutz, his s trength like 
a golem makes him 
awkward. Kids tease 
him with "Jerk-you
leeze." He skipsstones 
so hard in the classic 
pool, he knocks the 
s tone arms from the , 
fountain goddess. 
"The Venus de Milo 
looks better this way," 
an admirer of his pees 
declares. 

My son chose as his 
favorite scene in the 
mov ie-and it was mine as 
well- the part where the infant 
hero snuggles in his crad le with 
the baby newborn winged horse 
Pegasus. Like any little kid with 
a s tuffed toy. 

Don't go too deep into this 
film though. It overdoes fea ts of 
mayhem and acts of rivalry, 
leaving out great gobs of Greek 
storytelling. Hercu les disposes 
of Death, or Hades, and wa lks 
off with hi s morta l girlfriend 
Meg into Happily Ever After. 
We lose the poin t along the way. 

Keep your eyes wide open 
though. The Fates s nip the 
thread of life with their shears 

in superb close-ups. The whirl
pool of dead souls is nicely ren
dered . Instead of the furious 
Hera who drives her stepson 
Hercules to murder and mad
ness, the Venus-type wife of fa-

My son the movie maven. 
Herald plroto by Mike Fink 

therly Zeus looks luscious and 
sparkles lightly, in the Holly
wood Hills Elysian Fields. 

My boy and I sa t quite alone 
at the Campus Ci nema in 
Wakefield. Later, we checked 
out the myth in a nearby book
store, happi ly sipping lemon
ade and iced tea. 

We spent a couple of days by 
ourselves wa iting for the res t of 
the clan to show up and tri ed 
"Batrnanand Robin" a t next~un
se t. A bri e f report. Arnold 
Schwa rzenegger looks terri fie in 
silver-white makeup, a freeze
dry monster quite cooling to 
behold on a hot evening. Uma 

Thurman borrows a ncie nt 
Dietrich "Blonde Venus" rou
tines to sing siren songs about 
the value of vegetables as the 
strange feminist villain. It's sad 
that ecology and villainy come 

togethe r in this 
oddball co micbook 
tale, overblown and 
yet also· alluring. Ali
cia Silvers tone, our 
Jewish actress from 
"Clueless," is over
shadowed by the ac
tions and presences 
that surround her 
quiet whimsy. 

My movie compan
ion and I di scussed the 
yarn in the morning. I 
pretend I am like the 
ailing valet who 
watches over Batman. 
I don' t do as good a 
job. There's a death
bed scene, followed by 
a rebirth, that's quite 
endearing. In the late 
'90s there are no real 
bad guys, only the 

misund e rstood. "Batman" 
loses the charm of the long
go ne comic book, with its 
gaud y, cheap paper and free
fl owing fantasy . It's too much, 
too late. There's also too much 
ca ndy involved. I need a brea k 
from today's shows. I dig out 
a few foreign videos and make 
some time to watch them on 
the old black a nd white TV 
a nd restore my brain ce ll s. 

"Dad, why do you think your 
taste is better than mine?" "I'm 
sorry." 

"Dad, thanks for the trea ts 
and the movies." 

"It was fun for me too ." 

FEATURE 
Close at Hand and .Land: 

by Mike Fink 
Herald Contributing Reporter 
On a long hot day in mid July 

I feast my eyes and ears on the 
obvious. The number above my 
front door reads 12. That's also 
the number of my city house. I 
was born on the 12th day of the 
12th month. I remember being 
12 years old and brooding on the 
mystique of my lucky dozen, 
the tribes of Israel, the flock of 
enchanted swans. Well, thissum
mer my ·son Reuben is 12, and 
we spend hours looking for fun 
and action here in South County. 
We even stop at the Raven's Nest 
bookstore cafe to research the 
cabalistic mea ning of our spe
cial number, a lemonade break 
from the beaming sun. You can 
divide by 3, and it has some
thing to do with unity 
of mind , spirit a nd 
body. 

The firs t few sea
sons a t Narrow 
River, we didn' t have 
a phone. My folks 
never did down here. 
Part of the resistance to 
the hot receiver goes 
back to wartime, when 
you shared a party line 
and felt patriotic to do without, 
to keep it simple. Around the 
Fourth of July, mind your own 
busi ness. Leave your work at 
your desk and get away to the 
sweet silence. But then we gave 
in and got the last rotary phone 
in town,a pretty robin's egg blue 
thing that sits on a tiny white 
altar in the center of the parlor. 
You have to make a dive for it. 
Only lazypeopleputinmorethan 
one phone in a small house. By 
now I admit, I enjoy getting a call. 
It's wonderful to have a rotary. 
No voice mail, no rude call wait
ing. If you get a busy signal or a 
long ringing, just call back later. 

Reb Yosef Gottlieb rang in, 
asked after my rebbetsin, used a 
few easygoing Yiddishisms in 
his youthful voice, and filled me 
in on his wanderings. He's head
ing for the Dakotas to seek out 
lost "8ouls. 

Myron Waldman dialed to 
ask Reuben and me to join him 

on a quiet.canoe, p~wered-by.a 
mute ba ttery motor. David 
Hochman tuned in to discuss 
paternal problems of paying for 
fancy tuitions when you have 
several children. If you save, you 
have to spend yourself flat be
fore the youngest. If your kid 
gets a loan, the degree is a debt. 
The Jewish way has failed in the 
age of inflation and affirmative 
action. 

The bartender at the Pier 
House Inn, a Bulgarian New 
American named Deyan, calls 
when his service is dor1e to stop 
by and tell us his odyssey. He's 
a big guy with a deep voice. 
"The inn has a bootleg past, with 
underground passageways and 
hidden closets. But my life in 

Bulga ria a lso had se
crets. I kept running 
away, from home, 
from countries. I 

landed in Warwick,got 
lost in Pawtucket, and 
a m s till seeking my 
way." 

The tunes and lyrics 
cracking out from my 

robin's egg of a telephone keep 
me lively. I can't s tore these 
words on wires the way I hoard 
letters or autographs. Only in 
mymemoryofa torrid Tammuz. 

Dozing after sunset, I was 
awakened by Reuben. "Dad, 
how about some fireworks?" 
Foolishly I headed out, only to 
get stuck in a jam of red tail
lights. We got back to our cabin 
and our dead-end street after a 
strenuous hour of bumper-to
bumper. But I walked the dog 
and saw the delightful fireworks 
of the glow worms atone end of 
the street.Above, thedivinedis
play of the stars, the big bear 
and the little bear, the dipper 
and the shooting comets. Down 
the road to the river, a bit of 
phosphorescence in the skinny 
stream. The peaceful patriotism 
of the still of the night, right 
here underfoot and overhead. 

I cover the waterfront . I 
search for the small pleasures 
from dawn to midnight, the 12 
hours of the day, the messages, 
the sparkles close at hand . 
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BBYO Gives Families a Night Out 
The B'nai B'rith Youth Or

ganization has teamed up 
with the Cactus Grille res 
taurant of Providence to 

provide parentsoflong-term pa
tients staying at the Ronald 
McDonald House a night out at 
the Cactus Gri lle. 

For every five hours of com
munityservicethat BBYOmem
bers perform, the Cactus Grille, 
loca tedat370RichmondSt. , will 
donate one $25 gift certificate to 
a family at the Ronald 
McDonald House which pro
vides parents with seriously ill 
children a place to stay. 

Cactus Grille owners Jason 
and Beth Brown worked with 
Rhode Island BBYO Coordina
tor David Hochman to get the 
program running and on July 12, 
10 gift certificates will be pre
sented to Bobbi Wexler,assistant 
directorof the Ronald McDonald 
House. Wexler said that she wel
comes the idea. "The everyday 
stress of parents with sick chil
dren can be very demanding." 

The meals will allow the parents 
to relax and enjoy themselves, if 
on! y for a few hours. 

To earn the gift certificates, 
BBYO members have partici
pated in a variety of community 
service projects throughout the 
year. They have helped out at 
the Rhode Island Food Bank, 
wrapped flowers for the Ameri
canCancerSociety,served meals 
to homeless peop le at St. 
Patrick's Church and Amos 
House, visited nursing homes, 
marched in the Boston Hunger 
March, cleaned up around 
Temple Torat Yisrael ahd the 
Ronald McDonald House and 
held a party for chi ldren at the 
Mount Hope Day Care Center. 
Members also attended a BBYO 
convention in Worcester, Mass., 
this winter where they volun
teered at the local Jewish Home, 
cleaned a soup kitchen, and 
helped out at a Boy's Club while 
they were there. Hochman feels 
that it is extremely important 
for young people to be involved 

in community service and has 
done an impressive job organiz
ing a variety of service activities 
for BBYO members. 

BBYO's local connection to 
the Rhode Island Ronald 
McDonald House is part of a 
three-year contract for BBYO 
chapters to provide community 
service to Ronald McDonald 
Houses throughout the United 
States. The contract was signed 
last summer at an international 
BBYO convention. In addition 
to providing the gift certifi ca tes, 
local members have also visited 
the house on several occasions 
and plan to treat the families to 
chicken soup and matzoh balls 
in the fall. 

BBYO, the o ld est Jewi sh 
youth organization in the world, 
has more than 150 members in 
the Rhode Island area, which 
includes Attleboro, Taunton and 
a soon-to-be-opened chapter in 
Milford, Mass. For more infor
mation on BBYO, call David 
Hochman, 467-2296. 

INSIDE the Ronald McDonald House BBYO members fold flyers for a Walk-a-Thon to raise 
money for the house. Photos by Dauid Hochman 

The Three Weeks 
Beginning with the 17th of 

Tammuz, July 22, and culminat
ing with the 9th of Av, Aug. 12, 
world Jewry observes a period of 
21 days of mourning and reflec
tion for the destruction of the two 
Temples in Jerusalem and the 
end of the independent Jewish 

state. This period of time is re
ferred to as "The Three Weeks." 

The five tragedies which oc
curred on the 17th of Tammuz 
were: 

A-Moses broke the Tablets 
on which were inscribed the Ten 
Commandments after the Jews 
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built and· wors hipped the 
golden ca lf in the desert. 

B - The two daily sacrifices 
were suspended prior to the 
destruction of the first Temple 
on the 9th of Av, three weeks 
later. 

C - The Roman army pen
etra ted the walls of Jerusalem 
prior to the destruction of the 
second Temple. 

D-The wicked Apostemas 
burned a Torah. 

E :_ An idol was erected in 
the Temple. 

To recall and reflect on these 
tragedies, a public fast day is 
observed on the 17th ofTammuz 
which occurs on July 22. For 
those who are able to fas t the 
entire day, the fast begins at 4 
a.m. and ends at 9:02 p .m. 

Traditionally, during the 
"three week period of nationa l 
mourning," weddings are not 
permitted nor are any other cel
ebrations and festive gatherings, 
particularly if accompanied by 
music,and haircutsarenottaken 
during this ~eriod . 

BBYO MEMBERS in fro nt-of the Ronald McDonald House in 
Providence. 

BBYO MEMBERS CLEAN UP storm debris at Temple Torat 
Yisrael in Cranston. 

JFS Counsels Older People 
by Julie Gutterman 

"Hello, can you help me? I'm 
having a lot of anxiety, but I'm 
71 and I don' t think I' ll ever 
change." Julie Gutterman, Jew
ish Fami ly Service director of 
professional services, has heard 
this more than once from pro
spective clients callingJFS. And 
for everyone who calls, there 
must be dozens more older 
peopleouttherewho think there 
is no hope. But anyone who 
thinks that change in later life is 
impossible is wrong. Seniors can 
improve their relationships, 
cope better with losses and deal 
with disorders such as depres
sion and anxiety. 

General counseling for the 
elderly concerns life issues such 
as retirement, couple adjust
ment, ill health, losses through 
death, and problems with adult 
children. Why don't more older 
people come for counseling? 
Why do some people wait so 
long? There are two possible 
reasons: attitudes and expecta
tions, and physical or financial 
barriers. Remember, you do not 
need to suffer from a serious 
disorder to benefit from psy
chotherapy. 

Too often older people ex
pect too little; they may not be
lieve that they can feel better or 
do better. They may expect to 
feel sad or angry or frustrated 
much of the time. 

Barriers to counseling could 

includ e physical limitations, 
transportation or finances. JFS 
is wheelchair accessible. There 
have been clients with hearing 
as well as vision problems. For 
homebound seniors, the Jewish 
Federation of Rhode Island 
funds JFS for counseling in se
niors' homes. 

JFS also informs elderly cli
ents about senior vans and ride 
programs available to them. And 
for some older people who use 
public transportation, JFS is on a 
bus line with a stop right outside. 

As far as the financial area 
goes, most older people have 
Medicare, and all JFS clinical 
social workers are accepted by 
Medicare as well as Blue Cross. 
There is also a sliding scale so 
that lack of money should not 
be a barrier. 

Lastly, JFS has the expertise 
in the area of elderly counsel
ing. An elderly specialist, psy
chiatrist and psychological con
sultant keep JFS informed of 
growth in elder services. In-ser
vice training is planned by ex
perts in areas such as grief and 
mourning as well as psycho
socia l changes in aging. JFS is 
trained and experienced in help
ing older people to build on their 
strengths, at the same time pro
viding a listening and support
ive ear. 

For information on the coun
seling services offered at JFS, 
call 331-1244. 
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JCC Campers Send Gifts to Israel 

b y Sara Wise 
Herald Editor 

Campers at the Jewish Com
muni tyCenter ofRhode Island's 
day camp have been collecting 
books to send to students s tudy
ing English in Israel. 

On July 10, they presented 
the books, along with other as
sorted gifts, to Eric Stillman, 
campaign director at the Jewish 
FederalionofRhode Island, who 
will be traveling to Israel · this 
month with 12 Federa tion vol
unteers. The group will visit the 
city of Afu la, a "sister city" to 
the Rhode Island Jewish com
munity where the gifts will be 
distributed. 

The s tudents in Afu la were 
particularly interested in books 
from the Goosebumps series, so 
campers brought in two bagfu ls 
of books to send. They also pre
pared a "Shalom" book of sea
side drawings from you nger 
campers,JCCT-shirtssigned by 
the older campers and painted 
maps of Rhode Island. 

Through a Federation part
nership, several areas in South
ern New England have been 
paired with the Afula /Gilboa 

Dana Zucker, cultural arts director at the Jewish Community 
Center of Rhode Is land, and campers present Jewish Federation 
Campaign Director Eric Stillman with gifts to bring to Afula, 
Israel. Hera ld photo by Tara V. Lisciandro 

region in north central Israel to 
strengthen ties between Di
aspora and Israeli Jews. 

Stillman thanked the camp
ers for their gifts and promised 
to bring back photos of the s tu
dents in Afula to further the 

partnership between the two 
areas. The presentation of the 
gifts was part of Israel Week, a 
weeklong study of Israel at the 
JCC camp that included an Is
rael carnival and a sampling of 
Israeli cuisine. 

JCCRI Reaches Out To The Community 
In the !Tue spirit of commu

nity service, a unique relation
ship recently began between the 
Kibbutz Camp at the Jewish 
Communily Center of Rhode 
Island and Amos House, a non
denominational house of hospi
tality that operates as a soup 
kitchen and overnight shelter 
for the homeless. 

Organized by Ailene S. 
Gerhardt, the Jewish culture 
specialist at the JCCRI , the 
center's community service out
reach program chose Amos 
House as a site for severa l rea
sons. Gerhardt e~plains that the 
concept of tikkwn ola m ("repair
ing the world"), which is a fun
damenta l part of Jewish tradi 
tion, includes both Jewish and 
non-Jewish issues. Because 
Amos House, founded in 1976 
by Sister Ei leen Murphy, is a 
recipient of funds from 
MAZON: A Jewish Response to 
Hunger, a natural relationship 
between the two al ready existed . 
MAZON, the Hebrew word for 
food, recalls the charge of the 
prophet Isaia h, who urged ev
eryone to feed the hungry. 
Gerha rdt, who knew that the 
college students who usually 

volunteer at Amos House are 
on summer break, saw this asan 
opportunity to demonstrate to 
the JCC's youth the meaning of 
tikkum ola111 and to illustrate the 
importance of volunteerism. 

On July 8, the youngsters 
from Kibbutz Camp all boarded 
a van, which was generously 
donated by the Feinstein Foun
dation at Johnson & Wales, and 
traveled to Amos House. Once 
there, they broke up into groups, 
some organizing the shelter's 
basement stock room while oth
ers prepared and served lunch 
in the kitchen. More than 600 
meals are served at Amos House 
each day, including breakfast 
and lunch, and more than 400 
homeless people are provided 
with shelter each yea r. Although 
the Kibbutz campers were all 
familiar with the issues of.hun
ger and homelessness, for most 
of them this was their first per
sona l encounter. Role play exer
cises a re planned to further ex
plore theseissues with thecamp
ers whi le they are on an upcom
ing overnight trip. 

The Kibbutz kids will be re
turning to Amos House on vari
ous dates throughout the sum-

AILENE GERHARDT ~nd Ki bbutz campers prepare the day's 
mea l. Photo by Liz Prager 

mer. In addition, Gerhardt has 
so licited donations from Shaw's 
on North Main Street and Stop 
&Shop on Branch Avenue. Each 
store has committed to donat
ing gift certificates so that the 
)CCR! day camp can buy food 
for the Kibbut,z kids to make 
sandwiches for Amos House. 

The')CCRl's community ser
vice outreach plans for this sum
mer also include some work 
with Jewish Eldercare of Rhode 
Island. One of the central senti
ments of tikkum o/am is to give 
back to the world . With that in 
mind, there is currently a toi
letry drive, collecting such ba
sics as toothpaste, soap, sham
poo, towels, and linens, with 
which Kibbutz campers can 
make welcome baskets for new 
residents of nursing homes. 
These baskets are intended to 
teach the tradition of shaloch 
manot, or sending gifts, while 
also providing a usefu l service. 
Other recipients of the toiletry 
drive include Amos House and 
the Women's Center of Provi
dence. 

The toi letry drive is on-going 
and collection boxes are located 
throughout theJCC. Among the 
items desired are the actua l bas
kets with which the co llected 
toiletries and linens can be as
sembled and delivered. 

Two additiona l components 
of the JCCRl's summer commu
nity service plans involve the 
youngestcampers. During week 
six of camp, which features a 

STAFF SHIRTS • T-SHIIIT~ 
SWEATSHIRTS 

CUSTOM PRINTED WITH 
YOUR NAME AND/OR 

CUSTOM DESIGN 
SPECIALIZING IN 

BAR/BAT MITZVAHS & 
CORPORATE SCREENING 

421-3268 
1158-1164 NORTH MAIN ST. 

PROVIDENCE_, RI 02904 

Society of Friends 
Celebrates Founders Day 

The Society of Friends of 
Touro Synagogue wi ll celebrate 
Founders Day on July 20 at 7 
p.m. in Touro Synagogue. 

The program will feature a 
lecture by Sandra Cu mings 
Ma lamed on "The Colonia l Jew
ish Experience, 1654-1815." Be
ginning with the flight of the Jews 
from the Iberian Peninsula dur
ing the Inquisi tion, the lecture 
traces Jewish settlement in the 
British and Dutch ew World 
colonies. Ma lamed examines the 
livelihoods, dwellings, decora
tive arts, education, synagogues 
and cultural participation of the 
Jewish settlers. She also discusses 
anti-Semitism and the involve
ment of Jews in the fight for 
American independence. Her 
presentation includes slides and 
will be followed by a question 
and answer period . 

Ma lamed, an independent 
curator, historian and lecturer, 
is a graduate of the University 
of Ca Ii fornia at Los Angeles. She 

· serves as a consulting curator at 
the Skirball Museum at Hebrew 
Union College in Los Angeles 
and as a visiting curator a t the 
American Jewish Historical So
ciety in Waltham, Mass. 

The highlight of the evening 
will be the presentation of the 
society's Distinguished Member
of-the Year Award to Seebert J. 
Goldowsky, M.D. Goldowsky, a 
member of the society from its 
founding in 1948, has served the 
society as president and a mem
ber of the board of trustees. His 
thoughtful and dynamic leader
ship as president guided the so
ciety through the completion of 
Patriots Park, just in front of the 
synagogue, which is dedica ted 
to colonial Jewish patriots, the 
retirement of a $60,000 debt in
curred by the society in construct
ing the park and the revision of 
the organization's charter to per
mi t the society to help maintain 
and support the colonial cem
etery, Patriots Park and the Levi 
Gale House, in addition to the 
synagogue. Still active in society 
affairsattheageof90,Goldowsky 
attends board meetings regularly 
and is currently serving on the 
nominating committee. 

The public is invi ted to join 
the society in ce lebrating 
Founders Day and honoring 
Goldowsky. Reservations are 
requested. Call the synagogue 
at 847-4794. 

KIBBUTZ CAMPERS help serve lunch at Amos House. 

carnival theme, the you nger 
children (grade four and under), 
will be creating cards related to 
festivals such as Purim. These 
cards will also be donated to 
JERI recipients. In addition, on 
Fridays the JCCRI maintains a 
tradition of observing Shabbat 
with seniors and chi ldren to-

Pltoto by Liz Prager 

gether, singing songs and en
joyinga positivecontactforboth 
groups. There are many Rus
sians who participate in JERI 
programs as well as the 
children's camp and these 
Shabbat celebrations provide 
them with a unique opportu
nity to interact. 

Boston Harbor Sunset Cruise 
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Familiar Friends and Words 
by Tara V. Lisciandro 

Herald Editor Throughout the years there 
have been changes in just 
about every lifestyle, change 

is a part of life. But there are a 
few old treasures that linger 
from the past and continue to 
stay with us. One of those unique 
treasures was recently shared 
amongst friends at the Break
fast and Books Yiddishcamp at 
theJCCRI. Yiddish, the lost lan
guageoftheJews,madeforcom
mon ground for almost60 guests 
who came from all over Rhode 
Island and some from south
eastern Massachusetts. The se
nior lounge slowly filled with 
anxious guests and curious and 
familiar faces. The chatter grew 
louder while guests and friends 
continued to fill the room. A 
long table of fresh bagels, breads, 
muffins, teas, juices and coffees 
was prepared by the Bureau of 
Jewish Education, who was re
sponsible for the three-session 
program. For the past five years 
the program has been a great 
successatthe BJE,and "although 
this year a small fee was charged 
for the Yiddishcamp, many 
came just the same," said Toby 
Rossner, director of Media Ser
vices of the BJE. "It's a wonder
ful thing for the community," 
said Caroline Gereboff, a long
timeand dedica ted member. As 
part of the program's commit
tee, Gereboff assisted with the 
preparations. "Before this there 
was Eldercamp, but we didn't 
go anywhere like the kids do," 
said Gereboff with a gentle 
smile, "we did things here and 

talked, it was nice." Ten years 
later, thegroupfound what they 
shared in common, Yiddish. 
Many still spoke the language 
and although it has been altered 
through the years and "Ameri
canized," a large group of curi
ous and brilliant people in the 
community found they came 
together to be brought back to 
their cultural past. 

The first week of Yiddish
cam p, which runs every 
Wednesday morning until July 
23rd, included a discussion on 
women authors of Yiddish lit
erature. SusanneShavelson, fac
ulty coordinator for continuing 
education for the Hornstein Pro
gram at Brandeis University, 
presented American Women Yid
dish authors, An Historical Retro
spective. Penney Stein, director 
for admissions and resource co
ordinator at the Alperin 
Schechter Day School, presented 
Stories by Yiddish Women Authors. 

"The late 19th century is when 
women Yiddish writers began," 
said Shavelson, "because there 
were influences of socialism and 
reform movements which made 
Jewish life more restrictive." 
Shavelson went on to talk about 
the journey that thousands of Jew
ish families underwent in order 
to escape persecution and enter 
the landof liberty,America. "Un
dreamed freedoms were in their 
grasp now," saidShavelsonabout 
women who came to America. 

After the death of Czar 
Alexander, circa 1881, the qual
ity of Jewish life was almost 
destroyed.Jews were forced into 
the army, persecuted, pogroms 

A Young Musician 
Steven Pelcovits gives a grand performance on the cello for 

his first-grade class at Alperin Schechter Day School. Students 
were able lo singalongasSteven played many fami liar Jewish 
melodies. ASDS looks forward to more performances by this 
very talented musician. Photo courtesy of ASDS 

occurred and fear spread 
throughout the Jewish commu
nity in Russia. The flight of the 
Jews to the United States oc
curred rapidly, thousands im
migrated. Although they often 
used Yiddish to communicate 
with one another, it was when 
immigration to America took 
place that their eclectic and tra
ditional language would change 
and decline the most. "There 
was an enormous absorption of 
English into Yiddish," stated 
Shavelson, "it drastically 
changed the language for the 
first lime." Great American in
fluencesand vocabulary created 
new words and phrases that 
became intertwined in the Yid
dish language. "Within only two 
generations," said Schavelson, 
"the language of the new Ameri
can Jews was English." 

Ten years later, the group 
found what they shared 

in common, Yiddish. 

Shavelson read excerpts from 
three autobiographies of Yid
dish women authors describing 
the historical changes during 
their lives. The pieces were first 
read in Yiddish, to which the 
audience responded with famil
iar laughs and smiles, then the 
texts were translated into En-

SUSANNE SHA VELSON holds the audience's attention during 
Yiddishcamp. Herald photo by Tara V. Liscia11dro 

glish. Fanny Edelman, a 19th 
century Yiddish writer, received 
the most response as she used a 
great deal of "American slang" 
in her writing which created a 
new and creative form of Yid
dish. The audience laughed, al
most as if they recalled their 
families speaking in the same, 

, familiar manner. 
Although women and their 

families now resided in a more 
peaceful and promising land, 
they were still discriminated 
against. "Women writers faired 
less well," said Shavelson. 
Women could write for various 
Yiddish newspapers but could 
never be part of a permanent 
staff. They were forced to write 
only about "women's issues" 
which included the home, fam
ily life and cooking. Political and 
social issues could not be cov
ered by women writers. At 
home, women were to tend to 

theirchildren, teach their daugh
ters some Hebrew and more 
importantly, teach them how to 
run a household. "Their so le 
responsibi lity was the home," 
said Shavelson about Jewish 
women in the 19th century. 
Husbands were involved with 
educating their children, espe
cially their sons. 

After listening to the interest
ing and familiar historical back
groundsof many Yiddish women 
authors,discussed byShavelson, 
and their stories'. told by Stein, 
the audience was prepared with 
questions. During a short break 
and at the program's end, friends 
spoke to one another and com
mented on the program, some 
even did so in their old fami liar 
language, Yiddish. 

The last session of Yiddishcamp, 
Yiddish Poetry Then and Now, will 
be held on luly 23, 9 to noon. Call 
331-09S6 to register. 

In The Wake of Tragedy The 
Maccabiah Will Go On 

TEL AVIV, ISRAEL -
Maccabiah Games competition 
was suspended for 24 hours 
during which lime the Austra
lianMaccabi.ahdelegalionvoted 
to remain in Israel and compete 
in the 15th Maccabiah. 

It was only 24 hours before 
that more than 50 delegations 
were anticipating the gala open
ing of the 15th Games when a 
newly constructed bridge, de
signed to move the athletes into 
theRamatGanStadiuminamore 
orderly and safe manner, col
lapsed sending the Australian 
delegation into the ri"ver below. 

Three of the Australian ath
letes lost their lives, six remain 
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in critical condition and 18 re
main in the hospital. Maccabi 
World Union scheduled a spe
cial memorial service for all of 
the athletes July 15at Maccabim. 

A revised schedule of com
petition was issued for July 16. 
In an official statement, the Aus
tralian team "app;eciates the 
decision of the OrganizingCom
m i ttee and International 
Maccabiah Committee to post
pone the Games for 24 hours 
and declare July 15, 1997, as a 
day of mourning." 

In addition, gala activities 
and celebrations planned for the 
American missions delegation, 
as well as for the international 
VIPs have been postponed or 
canceled . . 

According to Jeffrey Laikind, 
U.S. general chairman, "Our 
hearts go out to our friends and 

family within the Australian 
Maccabiahdelegation. We share 
in their loss and respect their 
wish to continue with the com
petition. We will do everything 
we can to ensure that the Games 
will continue in the manner and 
spirit of the Maccabi fami ly and 
offer our support and love to all 
of the participants." 

The decision to go on with 
the Games was met with sup
port from delegation heads 
who wereinagreement to sup
port the Australians. In a show 
of solidarity, American ath
letes will wear black arm 
bands for the remainder of the 
competition. The Australian 
leadership has asked each of 
the other delegations to allow 
for time for their athletes to 
intermingle and spend addi
tional time together. 

iGilMU;J•JUiilftMUI Coll 24 hours~ 725-440Si f THIS COUPON IS WORTH 5% OFF ANY WORK 1 
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Rabbis Confront Challenges Adjusting to Post-Pulpit Life 
by Michael Gelbwasser 

The Jewish Advocate 
BOSTON (JTA) - "l don't 

think that in the 26 years I've 
been in Boston, I've taken in 
Boston," said Rabbi Robert 
Miller. 

Becoming spiritual leader of 
Temple Beth Avodah cost Miller 
his identity. He became synony
mous with his Newton, Mass., 
congregation, which relentlessly 
called on him for its bar 
mitzvahs, weddings, funerals, 
wisdom and Jewish education. 

Personal matters - even life 
cycle events like his child's gradu
ation - were always secondary 
to the congregation's needs. 

On June 30, 39 years after 
receiving his ordination from 
Hebrew Union College-Jewish 
Institute of Religion, Miller re
claimed control of his life when 
he retired from his pulpit. 

Miller, 65, had awaited that 
day for five years. And as much 
as he has enjoyed his work, he is 
more eager to rediscover him
self. 

"The rabbinate is a very tax
ing and demanding calling," 
said Miller. "It leaves little room 
for one's personal interests, hob
bies and vocations." 

Everysummer,dozensofrab
bis worldwide leave their pul
pits to enter retirement. The 

move brings the rabbis a new, 
yet perhaps their toughest, chal
lenge. They must break their 
decades-old routine of conduct
ing services and preparing ser
mons every Shabbat and holi
day, developing plans for the 
congregation, grading papers 
for the classes they teach, and, 
most importantly, living each 
moment awaiting the next syna
gogue crisis. 

Although some rabbinical 
organizations offer guidelines 
on preparing for retirement, rab
bis rarely discuss the issue until 
absolutely necessary. Many seek 
guidance from peers, friends 
and family before finalizing 
their decision. 

Ultimately, each rabbi 
handles the matter differently . 

"I don' tusetheword 'retire,"' 
said Rabbi Bernard Glassman, 
rabbi emeritus ofTifereth Israel 
Congregation in New Bedford, 
Mass., since July 1995. " I don't 
like to talk about changing di
rections in the rabbinate, be
cause I'm still a rabbi." 

However, he is no longer a 
pulpit rabbi. 

To help both himself and his 
former congregation get com
fortable with his changed sta
tus, Glassman and his wife 
moved to Cambridge, Mass., 
and rarely interact with Tifereth 

Israel. 
Staying away from the pul

pit, Glassman and many of his 
local colleagues say, is the hard
est, non-negotiable challenge . 
that rabbis must triumph over 
upon retiring. Retired rabbis 
who do not stay away from their 

Without the burden of 
being at a congregation's 

beck and call, rabbis 
may develop a broad 

range of interests. 
Rabbi Robert Miller 

synagogue are often miserable, 
and just their presence there may 
call the congregation's spiritual 
leadership into question. 

"The saddest retired rabbis 
are those who seem to want to 
hang onto the past, to hang onto 
their congregation," sa id Rabbi 
Samuel Chiel, rabbi emeritus at 
Temple Emanuel in Newton, 
who retired two years ago. 

Proper planning, however, 
can prevent the pos t-pulpit 
blues. Many rabbis begin the 
process, either privately or for
mally, a few years before leav-

The Ultimate Jewish c ·alendar 
and Reference Guide 5758 

Edited and compiled by Alan 
Grossman. Thirty-eight pages/price 
through mail order $12.95 (includes 
shipping and handling). 

For the fi rst time, a 16-month 
Jewish calendar has been com
bined wi thacomprehensiveref
erence guide of Jewish sources 
and resources. Entitled The Ulti
mate Jewish Calendar and Refer
ence Guide 5758, this publication 
provides 101 ways the Jewish 
communitycanhelppeopleand 
their families. 

Edited and compiled by Alan 
J. Grossman, director of com
munications for the UJA Fed
eration of Bergen County & 
North Hudson in New Jersey, 
this publication gives people 
their own personal guide to 
more than 400 Jewish institu
tions-including telephone list
ings of UJA Federations and 
major Jewish periodicals nation
wide. 

This easy-to-use reference 
guide provides money saving 
tips, including where people can 

apply for scholarships and 
awards. There is a section de
vo ted to the Jewish Internet, 
where more than 60 websites 
are listed. 

The section on travel tips tells 
readers which popular destina
tions now offer kosher food, how 
to affordably see Israel, and 
more. A section on Support for 
Parents and Families has infor
mation abou t the Domesti c 
Abuse Hotline, dispute resolu
tions services, how to get a get, 
Jewish outreach to interfai th 
couples and Jews by choice, and 
assisting people w ho are unem
ployed . 

The "When Health Is An Is
sue" section provides informa
tion on Tay-Sachs, Jewish hos
pice and living wills, assistance 
fo r the blind, aid to children 
with learning disabilities, help 
for people with Dysau tonomia, 
Gaucher Disease, Leukemia and 
AIDS. 

There is also helpfu l infor
mation on how to trace your 
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Jewish genealogy and family 
history, as well as where to turn 
if you are facing anti-Semitism 
or discrimination. The Judaica 
and more section provides in
formation fo r Judaica stamp 
coll~ctors, resources for Yiddish 
books, and Jewish fi lms avail
able for the hearing impaired. 

This pub lication is only 
available through mail-order. 
To obtain a copy, send $12.95 
(includes shipping and han
d ling) to Hi lmax Productions, 
4 North Koewing Place, Wes t 
Orange, N.J. 07052. People 
who pay in advance will re
ceive a free five-year Jewish 
holiday calendar. 

This ca lendar and resource 
guide can also be obtained by 
calling (800) 856-3392 or faxing 
your order to (516) 678-7257. 

HOPE 
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ing their congregations. 
Chiel, for example, notified 

Temple Emanuel of his inten
tion to retire three years ahead 
of time. He also discussed the 
topic with family, friends and 
community leaders. Shortly af
ter retiring, Chiel went to Israel 
for several months, partly to give 
Rabbi Andrew Warmflash, his 
successor, a chance to develop a 
relationship with the congrega
tion. 

Now, Chiel spends his time 
doing research and studying. He 
isactivein Temple Emanuel and 
local Jewish organizations, and 
earlier this year, he taught part 
of the Genesis Forum, a study 
session held regularly by Com
bined Jewish Philanthropies of 
Greater Boston and Hebrew 
College. 

"The study of Torah is some
thing the rabbis felt keeps you 
eternally young," Chiel said. 

Miller started planning for 
his retirement five years ago. 
He said the decision "wasn't 
difficult" because he knew he 
wanted to retire at 65. 

Without the burden of being 
at a congregation's beck and call, 
rabbis may develop a broad 
range of interests. Miller plans 
to get more active in Boston's 
Combined Jewish Philanthro-

, pies and the Rashi School in 
Needham, Mass., broaden his 
awareness of Judaic s tudy on 
the Internet, and find a warm, 
winter home. 

Rabbi H. Bruce Ehrmann, for
merly of Temple Isra el in 
Brockton, Mass., reads and trav
els when possible. In addition, he 
has joined his local Democratic 
Town Committee and recently 
attended a town meeting. 

As a rabbi, he said, "I could 
never identify with politics." 

''I'm still waiting to clean up 
my basement," said Ehrmann, 

who attends Brockton interfaith 
clergy meetings and is a chap
lain at many local nursing 
homes. 

Meanwhile, Glassman is pur
suing his first love, Judaic stud
ies, as a student at Harvard 
University. He takes the classes 
through Harvard's divinity 
school. 

The Glassmans attend a wor
ship study minyan every Satur
day morning and holidays at 
Harvard Hillel. The lifestyle 
change makes Glassman feel "35 
years younger." 

"I don't have the pressure of 
grades," he said. "I can tell a 
professor what I really think 
and feel." 

Apart from finding'activities 
to stimulate their minds, rabbis 
must evaluate their financial 
security when planning for re
tirement. 

Reform rabbis find that easier 
today than they oncedid,Miller 
said. In the past, the rabbi's last 
congregation funded his or her 
pension, so elderly rabbis with 
small pulpits received small 
pensions. Now, the rabbi and 
each congregation he or she 
serves contribute to the pension. 

Overall, the rabbi gets about 
60 percent of their salary plus 
Social Security and income from 
personal investments, Miller 
sa id. 

"You ought to know that your 
finances are reasonably in or
der," Ehrmann said. "To retire 
too soon without the proper fi
nances risks disaster." 

With this and a lust to ex
plore new interests, rabbis may 
find life after the pulpit as, if not 
more, fulfilling as leading a con
gregation. 

"I've discovered that I have a 
first name, which I never knew 
before," Glassman said. "I'm not 
reflecting a congregation." 

- CHILD S EARCH, INC. -
A Registered Agent of CHILD SHIELD, U.SA. TM 

"The Ultimate in Protection for Your Child" 

PROTECT YOUR CHILDREN 
Order your Video Registration and Prevention Kit. Call for more 

info or send check or money order for $25.99 to 

CHILD S EARCH, INC., 
30 Russell Drive, Johnston, R.I. 02919 (401) 934-3399 

GUYS ... IF Y.OU ARE GOING TO GET 

"THE LOOK" 
MAKE IT TH I S ONE. 

lli,C oncannonl 
Jewe[ers 

2190 BROAD STREET, CRANSTON, R,I. 02905 • TEL. 467-4727 
MONDAY- THURSDAY I0-6, FRIDAY I0 -8, SATURDAY I0- 4 
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Campers Celebc 

Above: Campers enjoyed 
the great outdoors all day. 

Right: 11 - year-ol d 
Adam Davi d Bram (at right) 

ass i sted pl ayers at the 
Gates -of - Israel game whi ch 

he des i gned f or the 
Israel Week Carni val. 

Below: Campers at 
atten t ion - - prepared t o 

march t o the carnival. 

Campers j oin t ogether i n a s oc i abl e s occer game. 

ach week the Jewish Commu11 
are involved in various acti, 
guest, event, or field trip. Rec, 
together during Israel week. 
was set up at the JCCRI whe1 
cities in Israel. Througho1 

passports were stamped with s 

through the carnival, campers were 
a series of activitie5, including swi 
were organized to complete the sp1 

Lee Moretti and 
Anna Siradze 

were responsible 
for fine Israel i 

cui s i ne during 
the carni val. 

HERJlLD PHOTOS Bl 



,ity Center of Rhode Island campers 
,ities, always highlighting a special 
ently, JCCRI and JORI campers joined 
A unique, fun-filled Israeli carnival 

'e campers traveled through various 
1t their voyage, campers' official 

immering stars. After traveling 
treated to Israeli cuisine and finally, 
mming, soccer, baseball and T-ball, 
cial day. 

TI\RA V. LISCII\NDRO 
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Above: Dana Zucker ex lains the 
day's activities to eager campers. 
Right: Older campers were busy 
helping youngsters dur ing the 
carnival . 
Below: Camp 
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Earnshaw Drug has been a Wickford institution for 60 years. 
Herald photo by Diana Florio 

Annalee Dolls 
Enesco 

Precious Moments 
Collectibles 

R.I. Souvenirs & Gifts 
Crystal 

Children' s Toys 
Party Goods 
Prescriptions 

Estee Lauder • Polo 
Calvin Klein • Chanel 
Dept. 56 • Snowbabies 

~,:r✓. 

'.~ ™ £now6a6ies ~ 
"COLLECTOR'S CLUB 

EARNSHAW DRUG, INC. 
CARD & GIFT SHOP 

63 Brown Street, Wickford • 294-3662 
Summer Hours 

Monday- Friday 8- 8, Saturday 8-7, Sunday 8- 5 

25%to40% 
summerwear 

SALE 
while there's p}enty 

of summer left 

An Enjoyable Way to Shop 
Clothing f~)T Men and Women 

35 Brown Street, Wickford, R.l. • 294-9514/884-8090 
Open Mo11day-Sal11rday 9- 6, Friday 9- 8, Sunday 12- 5 

F irst-tirne visitors to this 
charming seaside vil
lage a re ta ken aback 
by its simple beauty, 

w hite p icke t fences, church 
spires and gardens. 

Nestled along picturesque 
Wickford Harbor, Wick-
ford has been called one 
of "America's Ten 
Best Main Streets." 
There a re shad y 
tree- lined la nes, 
wa terviews every
where, handsomely 
preserved 18th- and 
19th-century homes, 
benches for sitting and 
free parking. 

This sma ll village boasts 
more than 50 owner-operated 
businesses fea turing art galler
ies, cafes, bed and breakfasts, 
gourmet foods, toys, clothing, 
jewelry, antiques, clocks, and 
the "unique" in accessories for 
the home. 

The village of Wickford is one 
of the special delights of Rhode 
Island. Its history stretches back 
to 1663 when Richard Smith and 
Roger Williams chose the name 
Wickford to honor Elizabeth 
Winthrop, wife of the governor 
of Connecticu t, whose birthplace 
was Wickford, England . In 1707, 
Lodowick Updike laid out the 
first streets and sold lots in the 
village he renamed "Updike's 

RETHINKING 
THE HOME 

A storeful of 
affordable accessories fo r 
resourceful decorating. 

Smart Money 
Decorating 

Askham & Telham, Inc. , 
12 Main Sm:c1 - Wick.ford , Rl - 295 -0891 

Newtown." The village endured, 
the nameclid not. The streets were 
laid out about as they are today, 
although they were not officialJy 
named until 1856. 

Wickford has always been a 
true working village, not a re
crea tion. It has a pleasant mix of 
residential, commercial, civic, 
and religious architecture. Ex
plore, but please remind your-

self that this is not a museum. 
Paul Wilson, owner of 
Wilson's clothing store 

in Wickford, has seen 
a lo t of changes in 
·the area since his fa
the r o pened th e 
store in 1944. "We 
have quite a variety 

of stores, whether it's 
gifts or cloth ing or 

shoes, whatever people 
need," said Wilson. "Some 

of the stores have been here a 
long time, like Earnshaw Drug, 
which has been here over 60 
years. People really trust them, 
they know they get taken care of 
and get good service, and tha I' s 
w ha t I th ink has helped 
Wickford, the fact that it's a vil
lage of service." 

By land or by sea, Wickford 
Village is a year-round destina
tion for boaters, or those who 
just want a harbor tour. 

(Continued on Next Page) 

Pet Peeves (at left) has some
thing for every family pet, 
even a "Puppy Pub" outside 
for window-shopping dogs. 
Herald photo by Tara V. Lisciandro 

Media Show and Sale at 
Wickford Art Association Gallery 

Wickford Art Association's annual Member Other-Media Show 
and Sale is scheduled to run July 18 through31 at the Wickford Art 
Association Gallery. The show includes drawings, collages, sculp
ture, pastel, mixed media and graphics. All Wickford Art Associa
tion members are invited to enter one work each. Liz Leuthner of 
the RISD Museum will judge the event. The opening reception for 
the show is July 18, 7 to 9 p.m. The public is invited to attend and 
meet the artists. The Wickford Art Association Gallery is located at 
36 Beach St., Wickford. Gallery hours are 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Tuesday 
through Saturday and noon to 3 p .m. Sunday. The gallery is 
wheelchair accessible; shows are free and open to the public. 

PET PEEVES 
Gifts For Pets and 

Their People 
3 Main Street 

Wickford, R.I. 02852 

(401) 295-5035 
Fran Granger 

»ROWND&COMPANY 
FIN E J E W E L E R S O F WJ CKF O RD 

CUSTOM DESIGNS 
REMOUNTS • UNIQUE PIECES 

DIAMOND S • COLORE D S TON ES 

1 4 MAIN STR EET, WI CKF ORD , RHOD E I SLAND _J 
2 95- 2 4 2 0 ~ =---
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WICKFORD 

A BRIDAL SHOWCASE EVERYDAY! Cathalene's of Wickford 
has expanded to its new 1000-square-foot studio, same location. 

Wickford 
(401) 295-0282 

Photo courtesy of Cathlene's 

Temptations Inspirations 
Topiaries Grace 
Frames Focus 
Ivies Harmony 
Perennials Vision 
Wreaths Promise 
Blooms Beauty 
Tips Laughter-

• BITTER 
ISWEET 

( A Gardening Gift Shop 
\ 30 West Main Street 

Wickford, R.I. 02852 
(401) 294-6990 

Monday-Saturday 10-5, Sunday 12- 5 

Teddy ,I 
Bearskins 

A Unique& 
Exciting Children s 

C/,othing Store 
BOYS AND GIRLS 
INFANTS THRU 

PRETEENS 

j\11pfo4Jes 
2(J!o Off 

Barrington 
(401) 245-8703 

all year-round 

Mystic 
(203) 536-0902 

VisitWickford in July for Hid
den Garden Tours, in October 
for the Harvest Festival, and in 
December for the Festival of 
Lights. Located at the intersec
tion of scenic Route 1A and 
Route 102 in South County, 
Wickford Village is easy to reach 
from I-95. 

For more information on 
Wickford Village, con tact South 
County Tourism at 789-4422. 

Historic Wickford, Inc., in
vites the public to a ttend the 
Hidden Gardens of Wickford 
on July 27 from 1 to 6 p.m. (rain 
date Aug. 3). Explore the di
verse ga rdens and backyards of 
Wickford. Iced tea will be served 
at the Wickford House, 68 Main 
St. Maps and tickets are avail
able at the Wickford House at 1 
p.m.; donations$5,children free. 

Tickets a re on sale in 
Wickford at Merry Meadow 
Farm, The Bookstore in 
Wickford, Askham & Telham, 
lnc., and The World Store. For 
info rmation, call 294-9639. 

Hats are always in style at Hatworks. 
Herald photo by Diana Florio 

/vtf!'/ the st(Jre with a view! 

Hatworlrci 
... _OF W_JCKFO_R{Q) 

HEN • LADIES • ClllLDREN 
Creative & Functional ... Huge Selection! 

83 Brown Street, Wickforcl , R. I. • 294-9268 

HD Randall -•Better [!:B _,au••-H"«I , 1•~ Homes •~no~ MLS 
REALTORS 1-- and Gardens® .,,,,...._ 

23 Brown Street, Wickford , RI 02852 (401) 294-4000 - (401) 885-7355 § 
E-mail address: wickford@hdrandall.com 

DuutookingWickfo1dNa1bou1. lu!bentic178.Sctnler chimneqColonialwitb11100msand 
5 w01kinq fireplaces. lliew ~0111 mooring from a sunrise breakfUI room. mtOOO. 

lllickford, the Hllagno~a House~ 1805 Colonial canuerted to lwo sp,acious apartmenls . 
11RQOO 

CCl.thitltntJ of ,Wi cJifor£ 

11 n,vitaticws 
<Ptn£111cw.z.cd Jtrvict ~n /.U1. f~ant q ){ ctor-i.t1r1 Jtudw 

in hutorLc wlc~)°rd . 

.J1 <Wot aAain jtrttt 
wlcl::ford <'Q.hodt- JJLa11do1s'52 

Cath!j '13row11 
(-4--0fl zq-4-. 722'2..., 

7 
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Project Judaica Produces Devoted Young Russian Jews 
by Ab igail Pickus 

JUFNews 
CHICAGO (JTA) - Jews 

choosing to live in Russia? Who 
would have thoughtthata coun
try once associated with Jewish 
oppression is now the home to a 
burgeoningJewishcommunity? 

Since the fall of communism 
in 1989, many young Jews in the 
former Soviet Union have been 
planting the seeds for a commit
ted Jewish community. 

"We're the generation of the 
Jewish future," said Muscovite 
Anya Neustadt, 21, during a re
cent visit to Chicago. 

Neustadt and two other 
young Russian Jews, Anya 
Levitova and Lev Krichevsky, 
spoke about Jewish life in the 
former Soviet Union at a recent 
meeting here of the American 
Jewish Joint Distribution Com
mi ttee. 

While large numbers of Jews 
have left the fo rmer Soviet 
Union over the past eight years, 
among the estimated 1 million 
Jews remaining is a growing 
core of young professionals, in
tellectuals, and entrepreneurs 
who intend to remain in their 
country and build up the com
munity they never had. 

Moscow in particular, with 
its explosion in commerce, 
wealth, and opportunities, is 
fertile ground for people such 
as Neustadt, Levitova and 
Krichevsky, who epitomize this 
educated and ambitious breed 
of new Russians. 

All three are products of a 
new Jewish studies program 
called Project J udaica at the Rus-

sian State University for the 
Humanities in Moscow, which 
is a joint program of the Russian 
University, the Jewish Theologi
cal Seminary of America and 
the YIVO Institute for Jewish 
Research. 

After five years of intensive 
study, which includes Jewish 
history and literature, Bible, Yid
dish and Hebrew, students re
ceive a· master's degree in Jew
ish studies. 

"One of the goals of Project 
J udaica is for there to be Jewish 
scholars and educated Jewish 
lay people in Russia," said David 
Fishman, an associate professor 
of Jewish history at JTS and the 
initiator of Project Judaica. 

For 23-year-old Levitova, re
maining in Russia is a priority. 

In fact, when her family emi
grated to Texas in 1991,shechose 
to return to Moscow to attend 
the newly launched Project 
Judaica and then decided to re
main there. 

"I decided to return to Rus
sia, a democratic republic where 
we are free to express ourselves 
and to lead our lives as Jews," 
she said. 

While she is currently a part
nerina real estate firm, Levitova, 
who is married to Krichevsky, 
anticipates one day working 
with the Jewish community in 
Russia, an aspiration she attrib
uted to her Jewish education. 

"Project Judaica reall y 
changed my outlook," she said . 
"Now being Jewish defines all 
of my life." 

Levitova 's generation-one 
that came of age as the walls 

Celebrating Jerusalem's Unity 
Israeli Ambassador Eliahu Ben-Elissar (right) and Robert A. 
Chertock, director of the Jewish National Fund's Washington, 
D.C. region, planted a tree on U.S.Capitol grounds to commemo
rate the 30th anniversary of the reunification of Jerusalem. 

Plwlo courlesy of /NF 

came down...,.... starkly contrasts 
with its parents' generation, for 
whom living openly as a Jew 
was dangerous. 

"Like 99.9 percent of Russian 
Jews, I was born to highly as
similated Jewish parents," said 
Krichevsky, 29,a correspondent 
for the Jewish Telegraphic 
Agency. 

Similarly, asa child Neustadt 
associated being Jewish with no 
more than having "Jew" 
stamped on her passport. 

"As we adopt democratic 
values, such as freedom 
of speech and religion, 
tolerance will grow." 

Anya Levitova 

But through the influence of 
her sister and brother-in-law, 
both ardent Zionists and 
refuseniks who have si nee emi
grated to Israel , she began to 
study Hebrew in secret and at
tended a Jewish sun:imer camp. 

"For the first time in my life I 
saw Jewish young people who 
were celebrating Jewish holi
days together," she said . " I 

I 

didn' t know the language or the 
tradition, but I was eager to 
learn." 

NeustadtisastudentatProject 
Judaica and also has her own 
program on Moscow radio. 

Krichevsky began to question 
his Jewish roots when he real
ized that the cryptic language 
his grand mother used when she 
did not want the children to 
understand was Yiddish. He 
began to ask her about her child
hood in a shtetl in Belarus and 
to visit the Moscow synagogue. 

After Krichevs ky was ac
cepted into the history depart
ment at Moscow State Univer
sity in 1984-one of the mere 2 
percent of Jews accepted into 
that department - he began to 
take private Hebrew lessons and 
would boldly read Hebrew. 
books during his history lec
tures. 

Expelled from the university 
for such an open display of Jew
ish study, Krichevsky eventu
ally studied Judaism at Project 
Judaica. 

Anti-Semitism such as that 
experienced by Krichevsky is 
apparently declining in the 
former Soviet Union. 

According to Levitova, while 
anti-Semitism in Communist 
Russia was propagated by the 

state in the fo;ms of prohibiting 
Jewish study and setting quotas 
in universities, occupations and 
emigration, today's anti-Semit

. ism in some ways is countered 
by the state. 

"As Russia develops as a de
mocracy, things are getting bet
ter, not worse," she said." As we 
adopt democratic values, such 
as freedom of speech and reli
gion, tolerance will grow." 

For Krichevsky and Levitova, 
who have a 3-year-old son, re
maininginMoscowis proof that 
they believe in their future there. 

"We don't feel any rea l haz
ard for our little son to be in 
Russia ," Krichevsky said. "I 
don't know what wi ll h11ppenin 
10 years, but judging from Rus
sian society now, I have great 
hope and expectations for our 
country moving toward a nor
mal Western soci ty." 

But Levitova is quick to poi nt 
out that their optimism rests 
heavily upon their good fortune. 

"Don't think every day in 
Russia is sunny. Life is hard fo r 
many people,and there are Jews 
leaving the former Soviet 
Union," she said. "But forus it is 
a land of opportunity. We live 
in a big city, we know four lan
guages and we have a positive 
world view." · 

Shoah Video Archive Project 
Behind Schedule On Interviews 

by Tom Tugend 
LOS ANGELES (JTA) 

Steven Spielberg's massive Ho
locaust video archive project is 
falling short of its goal to as
semble 50,000 interviews with 
survivors by the year's end. 

Michael Berenbaum, who 
heads the project, accepts re
sponsibility for the shortfall and 
says it is a result of changes in 
interviewing techniques and in 
expanding the types of survi
vors being questioned. 

"We have retrained our in
terviewers," says Berenbaum, 
citing an example in which a 
slight change in approach can 
yield surprising results. 

"We are currently interview
ingpeoplein their60s, who were 
children during the Holocaust," 
he says. "In talking to one 
woman, we might have asked, 
'What was your family life likf 
before the war, when you were 
a 7-year-old girl?' 

"We would have gotten an 
answer, but it would have been 
from the perspective of a ma
ture adult looking back on her 
chi ldhood." 

Instead, the interviewer 
shifted the perspective by re
questing, "Take me around the 
family table during a Shabbat 
dinner. Where did your father 
sit? Where did your mother sit?" 

Suddenly, Berenbaum recalls, 
the woman's face took on the 
radianceofShabbat.Shesounded 
like a 7-year-old as she relived 
the actual setting and experience. 

The Survivors of the Shoah 
Visual History Foundation has 
conducted close to 32,000 inter
views i:i 29 languages and 44 
countries. 

Some 400 new interviews are 
being added each week. 

The foundation was estab
lished three years ago by film
makerSteven$pielberg, follow
ing his life-changing experience 
in directing "Schindler's List," 
to videotape eyewitness ac
countsof theHolocaustand cre
ate the largest multim edia 
archive of survivor testimonies 
ever assembled. 

Berenbaum, who was named 
chief executive officer of the 
foundation in January, also has 
shifted the project to seek out 
interviews among survivor 
groups that until now have been 
reluctant to participate, such as 
fervently Orthodox Jews. 

"They are deepl y suspi
cious," says Berenbaum, "They 
don't know who Spielberg is, 
they distrust Hollywood." 

Berenbaum managed to per
suade one of the "greatChasidic 
masters" to talk to him during a 
recent visit to New York, and 
their first session lasted more 
than five hours. 

"The most painful thing for 
him to talk about was the first 
time he had to violate theShabbat 
by being on a train taking him to 
Auschwitz," says Berenbaum. 

"But he also spoke with great 
warmth about a Reform Jew, a 
Hungarian and fellow inmate, 
who managed to make potato 
soup for him each day so that he 
could keep kosher ." 

Berenbaum is also turning to 
other groups of Holocaust vic
tims, in what he calls his "ex
pansion category," such as 
Jehovah's Witnesses, Gypsies 
and homosexuals . 

"Through these witnesses, 
we can learn what was singular 
to the Jewish experience and 
what we shared in common with 
others," he says. 

The project' s staff of more 
than 200, modestly housed in 
converted trailers on the Uni
versal Studios lot, expects to 
have 42,000 interviews com
pleted by the end of the year, 
with the remaining 8,000sched
uled for 1998. 

What will happen next will 
be decided by the foundation's 
board of directors in the fall. 

"I think there Will bea tempta
tion to keep the interviews going 
until we have reached the last 
living survivor, but that decision 
will also depend on funding and 
other factors," said Berenbaum. 

After raising $45 million, the 
foundation is now launching a 
$50millionfunddrive. "To reach 
the goa I, we have two enormous 
assets and one enormous liabil
ity," said Berenbaum. 

"The first asset is the pa th
breaking nature of our work, 
and the second is the name and 
standing of Steven Spielberg," 
he added . "Our liability is also 
Spielberg, with people asking 
why they need to contribute if 
he is around." 

Berenbaum's answer is that 
the Shoah Foundation must 
have broad-based support to 
retain its credibility. All of 
Spielberg' s personal profits 
from "Schindler's List" are go
ing to another project he estab
lished, called the Righteous Per
sons Foundation. 

However, Spielberg has put 
both his private resources, and 
a great deal of time and energy, 
into the Shoah Foundation. 

"This year, Steven is busy 
with three feature films," says 
Berenbaum. "Next year, he has 
promised to dedicate his time to 
his family and the Shoah Foun
dation." 
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A Congregation by the Sea 
Nantucket Jews Form 

Unique Island Community 
by Sara Wise 
Herald Editor They meet in the basement 

meeting house of the Uni
tarian Church, one of the 

oldest churches on the island 
just a block off the cobblestoned 
street that runs through the cen
terof town. Its tall white steeple 
is a beacon for incoming ships, 
bu ton Friday summer eveni ngs 
and High Holidays, its pews are 

a few other friends, put up flyers 
and placed an ad in the newspa
per. Hardlyexpectingtofi lla few 
rows, they were stunned when 
150 people showed up. Later in 
the summer, 200 people came for 
High Holy days. 

The impressive turnouts 
showed that there was a definite 
interest and set things in motion 
for the now 14-year-old congre
gation that has also established a 
HebrewschoolandaJewishcem
etery. Whileanestimated 40to50 
Jews live on Nantucket year-

TO ISLANDERS, Nantucket is the center of the universe. 

filled with Jews from across the 
country who gather to worship 
with this unique congregation. 

Like everything on the island, 
the Jewish community on Nan
tucket, located 30 miles off the 
coast of Cape Cod, fluctuates 
with the seasons. A Friday night 
service in July can draw in more 
than 100 people, while finding a 
minyan in the cold winter 
months can be a challenge. De
spite the seasonal ups and 
downsinnumbers(Nantucket's 
population shifts from 7,000 in 
winter, to more than 30,000 in 
the summer) the community 
remains strong and active. 

Started in 1983 by a handful 
of families interested in connect
ing with other Jews in the area, 
Congregation Shi rat Ha Yam, or 
"Song of the Sea," is the island's 
first congregation. Before then, 
there had been no Jewish syna
gogue since Nantucket was 
founded more than 300 years 
ago. "This was not a resurgence 
or rebirth," said one founding 
congregant, "this was the first 
time there had been anything 
Jewish at all on Nantucket." 

Accardi ng to a 1983 New York 
Times article, ther_e were no Jews 
on Nantucket until the 1920s. 
The whaling industry that had 
thrived on the remote island 
during the early 1800s had dried 
up by mid-century and the de
pressed economy offered few 
business or professional oppor
tunities for Jewish businessmen 
or newly arrived immigrants. 
The few Jews that were on the 
island after 1920 ei ther observed 
privately in their homes or were 
assimilated into the prevailing 
Christian culture. 

It wasn't unti1July1983, when 
a small group rented the Grange 
Hall for the island's firstShabbat 
service, that many residents 
found out that their neighbors 
were Jewish. Island residents 
Morgan and Sarah Levine, with 

Herald photos by Sara Wise 

round, 400 people attended ser
vices at Rosh Hoshana. 'The fur
ther the holiday falls from Labor 
Day, the fewer people we have," 
sa id board member Nancy 
Waldman. 

·An Eclectic Service 

Part of what makes the con
gregation so unique is its self
described "pluralistic" service 
that draws a varied crowd. 
Many congregantsare "summer 
regulars" who belong to other 
synagogues at home, while 

A 16TH-CENTURYTORAH is 
on permanent display in the 
downstairs chapel of the 
Unitarian Church where 
Shabbat services are held. 

some summer visitors only be
long to Shirat HaYam. Others 
stumble upon it when they're 
out s trolling around and, 
charmed by the spirit of the 
place, join to support the local 
community. On summer nights 
the meeting house is filled with 
this mix of summer regulars, 
weekend tourists, "boat people" 
who step off thei r yachts for the 
evening, and a sprinkling of 

year-rounders. There are cur
rently 192 families that belong 
to Shirat Ha Yam. 

Not affiliated with any par
ticular branch of Judaism, the 
congregation follows no firm 
rules in their service and inno
vates freely to cater to their 
unique dynamic. While they do 
incorporate the standard bless
ings, Friday nights are often 
filled with guest speakers, sing
ing and interactive discussion. 
Special attention is paid to mari
time and island references in 
the siddur ("The L-rd is King; 
let the ea rth rejoice; let many 
islands be glad ... " (Psalm 97). 

The intimate feel to the ser
vice is very welcoming to new
comers, many of whom join af
ter just one visit. Services are led 
by different members, though 
on High Holidays they invite a 
rabbi to perform the service and 
bring out a locally crafted 
cherrywood ark. This year Rabbi 
Rachel Sabath is scheduled to 
visj t twice before Rosh Hoshana, 
and a ta recent service she taught 
the congregation an Is raeli 
niggun to sing and led a discus
sion on the changing interpreta
tion of the Hebrew term 
"avodah." The audience joined 
in enthusiastically, many wear-

Many wear the signature 
Nantucket red yarmulkes 

with embroidered 
navy blue whales. 

ing the signature Nan_tucket red 
yarmulkes with embroidered 
navy blue whales that the con
gregation sells for $10. (They 
also offer beautiful handmade 
scrimshaw mezzuzot made by 
an island artist.) 

The congregation shares close 
ties with the island's Interfaith 
Council. They work with local 
churches on charity and educa
tional activities. In addition to 
offering a place to worship, the 
Unitarian Church gives the con
gregation permanent space to 
display their 16th-century To
rah in a glass case. One year the 
local reverend, who had recently 
returned from Israel, even lent 
the congregation a shofar for 
Rosh Hoshana. 

Hebrew School 

Year-round resident Nancy 
Waldman has lived on Nan
tucket for 9 years. Although the 
congregation was already 10 
years old when she arrived, 
there was no active Hebrew 
School. More than three years 
ago, when her two children were 
4and6yearsold, Waldman con
tacted Tifereth Israel Congrega
tion in New Bed ford (her home
town) to see if there was anyone 
interested in coming out to the 
island to help with the Hebrew 
School. Avi Teken, the Hebrew 
School principal at Tifereth Is
rael, agreed to give lessons to 
the seven youngJewishchildren 
on the island. "He would fly 
over, teach the kids and then fly 
back," said Waldman. "He was 
wonderful, very spirited, and 
worked well with the kids." 

Now there are eight students 
in the program and Teken no 

A TINY 9-SEA T PLANE shuttled the first Hebrew school teacher 
from New Bedford to the island of Nantucket. 

longer flies over to teach them. 
Waldman has been able to se
cure" on-island" teachers for the 
past two years and a new teacher 
will be starti ng in September. 

The yearlong curriculum in
cludes 12 lessons and six "com
munity events" which Wald
man says are to give the kids a 
sense of celebrating holidays as 
a Jewish community. All com
munity members are invited to 
the holiday parties and Shabbat 
service that the children lead . 

"!twas a challenging job to get 
it going," said Waldman, who 
belonged to an Orthodox temple 
growingup. "My Hebrew school 
teacher was the cantor, so we 
sang all the time and I think it's 
very important to learn the songs; 
music is so special. We hope to 
incorporate more music into the 
program nextyear." Shesaid that 
the synagogue is very support
ive of the Hebrew school. Mem
bers of the congregation have 
called her and offered money for 
materials and have donated 
books for the students. 

Last weekend her children, 
Ariel and Ben, got a chance to 
meet a real rabbi when Rachel 
Sabath visited the island and 
spent Saturday morning at a 

nearby park with them: "They 
learn about rabbis and cantors in 
Hebrew school, but it's not often 
they get to actually meet one. It's 
great that Rachel's made herself 
available to the kids." Ariel had 
questions about the service she 
attended the night before. "What 
was thatshawl you put over your 
head for?" she asked the rabbi 
who then explained why she 
donned her tallit. Rabbi Sabath 
taught the kids a Shabbat song 
and a few Hebrew words before 
challenging them to an energetic 
game of soccer. 

Waldman celebratesShabbat 
in her home and observes holi
days so_ that her children will 
grow up with a sen!,e of what 
Judaism is about, even though 
they belong to such a small mi
nority. "It's important for them 
to see what everybody else does, 
but at the same time they need 
to learnaboutand celebrate their 
heritage too. They don't have 
Judaism at their fingertips like 
kids in a larger community, soit 
takes more of an effort." 

For a small synagogue with 
no building of its own and no 
rabbi, theirupbringingin the con
gregation by the sea will likely 
have a large spiritual impact. 

BEN AND ARIEL . WALDMAN attend Hebrew school on 
Nantucket. 

'Tfi.e 'Finest In 
.'Assisted 'Retirement Living! 
Call today for information or a tour. 946-5522 
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ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT 

UMass Dartmouth Presents 'Brigadoon' In Good Company 
Performs on Goat Island The University of Massachu

setts Dartmouth Summer 
Theatre's 24th season will con
clude with an outdoor presen
tation of "Brigadoon," August 
21 to 24 in the university's am
phitheater. 

The shows will s tart at 8:30 
p.m. each evening. Admission 
is free. 

According to Director Angus 
Bailey, '"Brigadoon' is one of 
the legendary hits of the Broad
way musical theater. The ap
peal of 'Brigadoon' lies in the 
combination of its engaging plot 

with the ever-memorable songs 
and dances Lerner and Loewe 
created to bring that plot to en
during life." 

Among the great melodies 
in "Brigadoon" are the peren
nial favorites, "The Heather 
on the Hill" and "Almost Like 
Being in Love." Bailey contin
ues, "all those who have ever 
seen it have treasured 
'Brigadoon.' It remain~ one of 
the enduring masterpieces of 
the American musical theater 
at its height ." 

Along with "Brigadoon,"·the 

university's Summer Cabaret 
Theatre season features Agatha 
Christie's "The Hollow" which 
runs July 17 to 20, and "Broad
way in the90's" which runs July 
24 to 27 and 30 and August 1 to 
3. The shows begin at 8:30 each 
evening in the campus center. 
Tickets for the summer theatre 
are $8 for general admission, $7 
for students and seniors. Sub
scription rates are available and 
holders are eligible for VIP seat-
ing to "Brigadoon." _ 

For ticket information, call 
(508) 999-8136. 

Mary Barnett's In Good Com
pany will be the third dance 
company presented in the ls
land Moving·Co.'s series, Dance 
on Goat Island. The company of 
dancers and musicians from 
New Haven, Conn., _will per
form at 6:30 p .m. on July 22 at 
the Goat Island Pavilion in New
port HaFbor. Tickets for all seats 
are $6 and will be available at 
the door and at the Newport 
Gateway Center. 

changes between movement, 
word, music, thea ter, and vi
sual artists. The New Haven Ad
vocate called Barnett a "ringrnas
teroflow-brow high-culture, the 
auteur of some of the funniest 
and.most emotionally wresting 
a nd friend liest dance concerts 
you'll see." 

Happy Birthday Herman Melville 

Dancer Mary R. Barnett 
founded In Good Company to 
secure a dynamic and nurtur
ing home for her own choreog
raphy and for the work of other 
innovative performing artists in 
the New Haven area. Seeking to 
bridge arbitrary distinctions 
between disciplines and to en
gage audiences in exciting and 
entertaining experiences, In 
Good Company cultivates ex-

For the Ju ly 22 concert, 
Barnett brings a company of 
dancers and musicians and a 
program including choreo
graphed and improvisational 
works. Dance on Goat Island 
concludes on July 29 with a per
formance by Providence's 
Groundwerx Dance Theatre. 
Dance on Goat Island is spon
sored by Newport Life magazine, 
the Doubletree Islander Hotel 
and Island Development Corp. 
For information or to charge 
your tickets by phone, call 847-
4470. 

In honor of Herma n Mel
vi lle's 178th birthday, Mystic 
Seaport will host its 12th annual 
marathon reading of Melville's 
classic, Moby Dick. The reading 
ofall 135chapters begins at noon 
on July 31, and continues 
through the night. 

Amid the tall ships and 
his toric bui lding of this 
world-famous indoor and 
outdoor museum, Mystic 
Seaport visitors and staff 
read aloud on deck and in 
the forecastle of the Charles 
W. Morgan , the last wooden 
whaler in the world . Chantey 
singing and costumed role play
ers add to the au thenticity of 
tlus unique literary event. 

Jack Putnam of Manhattan's 
South Street Seaport Museum 

will appear at this yea r's mara
thon. Putnam has memorized 
several chapters of the book, in
cluding the fir s t chapter 
Loomings, which he will recite in 
the voice and character of 
Herman Melville. 

Copies of the novel will be 

available to visitors who want 
to follow the reading. The pub
lic can join the reading until the 
museum closes at 6 p.m. on 
Thursday evening and again on 
Friday morning when Mystic 
Seaport opens its gates at 9 a.m. 

Jazz/Rock/Blues Camp Returns 
You want to play jazz, blues 

and rock 'n' roll? There are cer
tain feelings that those sounds 
evoke in people, and certain 
poses that only jazz, rock and 
blues players can strike. Maybe 
that's the key to the music. 
Maybe you need to break some 
hearts. Maybe you need to get 
your band on the road, crack up 
a hotel room or two. Maybe you 
need to stay out unti l dawn. 
Maybe you need to drink your 
whiskey neat. 

Of course, if you're in middle 
school or high school, you can't 
do any of that stuff. 

So maybe you just need more 
music lessons. The Music School 
is offering a return engagement 
of its intensive Jazz / Rock / Blues 

camp. For two weeks, you'll learn 
about music theory, technique 
development, and improvisa
tion. And you'll play music. Con
star,tly. Some of Rhode Island's 
~st performers will be on hand 
to give you insight and instruc
tions. By the end of camp, you' ll 
be part of a real ensemble, and 
you will jam. Literally. 

Camp will run Monday 
through Thursday from Aug. 
4 to 7 and Aug.11 to 14, lOa.m. 
to 3 p .m. Students are wel
come for one week or two. 
Adults who are young at heart 
are also welcome. You will be 
placed according to your level 
of experience and your par
ticular area of interest. Call 
272-9877 for more details. 

JOIN US AS THE NIGHT AIR TAKES US TO TROPICAL PORTS, 
EXOTIC DESTINATIONS AND WAVES OF FUN! 

ARE YOU NEW TO THE NEIGHBORHOOD OR NEW TO CRUISING? 
SAIL DOWN TO OUR OFFICE AND ALLOW OUR TRAVEL 

PROFESSIONALS TO INTRODUCE THEMSELVES TO YOU .• . 
WE'D LIKE TO BE "YOUR TRAVEL AGENT" TOO! 

DATE: 
AUGUST 6, 1997 
6 P.M.-8 P.M. 

WIENER - YOUR TRAVEL AGENT, INC. 

766 HOPE STREET, PROVIDENCE, RI 02906 401 -272-6200 

At noon, a great, white birthday 
cake appears, marking the end 
of the marathon. 

Participation in the Melville 
reading is included in the admis
sion to Mystic seaQ_ort. Mystic 
Seaport, The Museum of America 
and the Sea, was founded in 1929 
and is the nation's leading mari
time museum housing the larg
est collectionofboatsand mari-
timephotographyintheworld. 
Summer hours are 9 a.m. to 6 
p .m.MysticSeaport islocated 
one mi le south of 1-95, exit 90, 

in Mystic, Conn. Shopping, res
taurants and free parl<lng are 
available. 

Call (860) 572-5315 fo r infor
mation or visit Mystic Seaport's 
award-winning website at 
www.mysticseaport.org. 

Newport Children's 
Theatre Presents 

'William's Window' 
The NewportChildren's The

atre Summer Theatre Work
shops program wi ll present 
"William's Window," an engag
ing collection of Shakespeare's 
funniest and best-knownscenes. 
The performances will be held 
at St. Michael's Country Day 
School in Newport on Aug. 1 at 
7p.m., and on Aug. 2and 3, at4 
p.m. Genera l admission tickets 
are $5 and are available in ad
vance or at the door. 

The presentation of "Will
iam's Window" is the culmina
tion of the NCT's 16th Summer 
Theatre Workshop series. The 
show is directed by Christy 
Johnston and choreographed by 
Debbie Dennis. Under the guid
ance of the faculty, the NCT 
workshop students, ages 7 to 
18, produce the play. They work 
for two weeks auditioning, re
hearsing, learning dances, and 
creating the sets, costumes and 
props for the show. 

For further information, con
tact the Newport Children's 
Theatre at 848-0266. 

Call for Auditions 
The Community Players will hold auditions for their first 

annual one-act play / director's workshop on Ju ly 27 and July 28 at 
7:30 p.m. at Jenks Junior High School, Division Street, Pawtucket 
(across from McCoy Stadium). Auditioners will be performing 
cold readings from the following plays: 

"Sorry, Wrong Number," directed by Carol Varden. Needed 
are: three women, 20 to 60 years old; three men, 25 to 50 years old; 
one male or female, 16 to 20 years old. 

"Graceland," directed by Vincent Lupino. Needed are: two 
women, 20 to 50 years old. 

"The Universal Language," directed by Kevin Costa. Needed 
are: one man and one woman, age 20s to 30s. 

All roles are open. For more information, ca ll 724-7735. 

Prehistoric-Slumber Party 
at Roger Williams Park Z()o 

Five Lucky Winners Will 
Spend a Night with T Rex 
and Friends in "Dinosaur 

in the Dark" Drawing 
Fleet and Roger Williams 

Park Zoo are sponsoring a draw
ing to win an exclusive sleep
over with dinosaurs at the zoo 
the night of Aug. 23. 

G~and-prize winners of 
this special drawing 
can inviteup to four 
guests to experi
ence Fleet Jurassic 
Journey u p close 
and under the stars. 
Zoo <lino-guides and 
staff are planning an 
eveni ng full of adventure and 
surprises. Winners need not 
bring anything but a sleeping 
bag-d inner and breakfast are 
included. 

All Rhode Islanders are en
couraged to enter at any of the 
53 Fleet Bank branches located 
statewide. There is no purchase 
necessa ry to enter. All children 

attending the overnight adven
ture must be between the ages 
of 6 to 14 years old and be ac
companied by one supervising 
adult. All entries must be re
ceived by noon on July 30 to be 
eligible for the random drawing 
on Aug. 4. Winners will be noti
fied by phone. 

Fleet is the sponsor of Juras
sic Journey at Roger Williams 
Park Zoo, a spectacular exhibit 
featuring 19 full-size, large-as
life dinosaurs in an authentic 

two-acre pre
historic land
sea pe. Fleet 

Jurassic Journey 
is appearing through 

Labor Day. Admission to 
the zoo itself is $5 for adults 

and $2.50 for children (3 to 12) 
and seniors. Admission to Fleet 
Jurassic Journey is in addition 
to regular zoo admission. Com
bination ticketsare$8 for adults 
and $5 for children. Children 
under 3 are free. 

For information, ca ll the zoo 
at 785-3510. 

JACK M. MINKIN dba/Ti le-Set 

CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION AND REPAIRS 
Cleaning, Regrouting, Sealing - Leaks Fi xed 

ALL AROUND HANDYMAN 

IN CHEPACHET SINCE 1929 

Fine Dining in a Relaxed 
Country Atmosphere 

LEGAL COVERING OF ASBESTOS PIPES 

All High Quality Guaranteed Work 

"A TROUB LESHOOTER WITH IDEAS" 

INSURED • R.I. LI CENSE NO. 4210 • REFERENCES • 789-2322 

I YOUR HOSTS, 
THE LAVOIE'S 

Chepachet Village, R.I. 
(401) 568-7161 

AT THE JUNCTION OF 
RTES. 44, 100. 102 
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B'nai B'rith Appoints 
New England Regional Director 
B'nai B' rith New England, 

with headquarters at34 Wash
ington St. in Brighton, Mass., 
announces the a ppoi n tmen t of 
a New England regional di
rector, Peggy Sunshine. Sun
s hine will oversee a ll B' nai 

, B'rith activities in New En
g land which encompasses 
Massachusetts, New Hamp
shire, Vermont, Rhode Island 
and Maine. " It is an exciting 
period in the organization's 
history, a time of ex tensive 
outreach and vigorous change. 
We are pleased to have a per
son wjth Peg gy's a cad emi c 
and Judaic background; in
spiring board and volunteer 
lead e rship ; creati v-ity a nd 
savvy in special event and pro
gram p lanning; and ex te nsive 
development experti se at the 
helm in New England. The firs t 
specia l event under Peggy's 
charge, a Rea lty Unit Dinner 

Peggy Sunshine 
Photo courtesy of B'nai B'rith 

honoring Jonathan G . Davis, 
was a record success. We a re 
confident that thi s momentous 
beginning portends a d ynamic 
future for the New Engla nd 
Regio n o f B' na i B' rith," s ta ted 

Tate Elected Vice President 
of R.I. Bar Association 

Deborah M. Tate, Esq ., was 
recently elec ted vice president 
of the Rhode Island Bar Asso
ciation. Her one-year term be
gan July 1. 

Deborah M. Tate, R.L 
Photo by Co 11s ta11 ce Brown 

Tate is a partner of the Prov i
d e nce law firm o f Skolnik, 
McIntyre & Ta te Esquires, Ltd . 
where she practices fami ly law. 
She ea rned a bachelor o f science 

degree in business administra 
tion from the Uni versity of Mas
sachusetts, a J .D. from New En
gland School of Law, and an 
L.L.M. in taxa tion from Boston 
University. She is admitted to 
practice law in Massachusetts 
and Florida, and is a memberof 
the America n Bar Associa tion. 

She has been acti ve in the 
Rhode Island Ba r Associa tion's 
house of delega tes and execu
ti ve committee a nd has served 
as chairperson of the meetings 
co mmittee. She is an ac ti ve 
member of the Fa mily Court 
bench / bar committee and a fel
low of the Bar Fou ndation. 

Ta te is a fellow of the Ameri
ca n Academy of Matrimonial 
Lawyers; and secretary / trea 
surer of the Ed ward P. Ga llogly 
Family Law Inn of Court. She 
serves on the Rhode Island Com
mission fo r Judicial Tenure & 
Discipline, theSupremeCourt's 
Ad viso ry Co mmi ssio n o n 
Women in the Courts, and the 
R.I. Supreme Court's Ethics 
Ad visory Panel. 

Tate li ves in Providence with 
her husba nd , a ttorney Alan 
Tate, and their two daughters. 

Mazel Tov 
Rabbi Baruch Korff Memorial Scholarship Winners 
Zami ra Korff, daughter of the la te Rabbi Baruch Ko rff, 

congra tulates Shayna Schneider and Sa m Stein, eighth-grade 
students a l the Alperin Schechter Day School, who were 
presen ted with the Rabbi Baruch Ko rff Memorial Scholarship 
for Hebrew studi es and mi tzvo l. P/,otoco11rtesyofASDS 

Walter La Raus, executive vice 
president of B' nai B' rith Inter
national. 

Sunshine comes to B' nai 
B' rith with impressive creden
tials including having served 
most recently as the director of 
development and community 
relations for the Foundation for 
Jewish Elder! y of Eastern Penn
sylvania. She also served as a 
curator of education for Yeshi va 
University Museum in New 
York and director of education 
and corporate development of 
the DenverChildren's Museum. 
Sunshine was also director of 
education and d evelopment for 
the Mize! Museum of J udaica in 
Denver, Colo. 

Erica 
Paige 

Waldman 

Mr. and Mrs. Gary B. Wald
man of Bridgewater, N.J., an
nounce the birth of a daughter, 
Erica Paige Waldman, onJune 28. 

Pa ternal gra nd pa rents are 
Pau la and Martin Waldman of 
Prov id e nce. Pa te rna l grea t
grandparents are Rae Pickar of 
Providence and the late Sidney 
Pickar and the late Doro thy and 
Morris Waldman. 

Maternal gra nd parents are 
Cindy a nd Ala n Bli tzer of 
Bridgewater, N.j. Maternal grea t
grand parents are Bill Holland of 
Hallendale, Fla.,and the late Ethel 
Holland and the late Shirley and 
Theodore Blitzer of New Je_rsey. 

Joseph 
Max 

Markel 

Morri s William and Fi ona 
Markel, of New York City, a n
nounce the birth of their son, 
Joseph Max Markel, on June 18. 

Grandparents are Molly and 
Alfred Pasternak of Bethesda, 
Md. , and the late Joseph Marke l 
of Providence. Grea t-grand par
ents are the late Bea and Max 
Greenbaum of Providence and 
Helen and Morri s Markel of 
West Warwick. 

Bergel Graduates 
Law School 

Rhond~ L. Berge! received a 
J.D. from Suffolk Law School 
during their commencement 
exercises on May 25 at the Flee t 
Center in Boston, Mass. 

Berge!, who graduated cum 
laude, is the daughter of Arthur 
and Judy Berge I of Providence. 
She is a graduate of the Univer
sity of Wisconsin at Madison 
a nd also a graduate.of Classica l 
High School in Prov idence. 

A party was held in her honor 
a t the Spanish Tavern Restau
rant in Narraga nsett, R.l. , on 
June 14. Gues ts were fro m 
Washington, D.C., Florida, Con
nec ti cu t and New York. 

She is the granddaughter of 
th e la te Arthur a nd Sa ll y 
Sa ltzman and Isadore and Anna 
Berge! of Providence. 

MILESTONES 
Leslie I. Rosen Weds 

Andrew M. Stern 
Leslie Iris.Rosen and Andrew 

Mark Stern were married on 
June 1 by Rabbi Wayne Franklin 
and Rabbi Bradley Tecktiel a t 
Temple Emanu-El in Pro vi
dence. 

The bride is the daughter of 
Dr. and Mrs. Richard A. Rosen 
of Providence. The bridegroom 
is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Harold 
J. Stern of Highland Park, Ill. 

Toby Rosen, sis ter of the 
bride, was the honor a ttendant. 
Bridal atte ndants were Jud i 
Podrat, Carolyn Winston, Julie 
Galler, Hannah Brenner, and 
Roxanne Cohen. Family mem
bers in the bridal party were 
Beily Rosen and Sharon Stern, 
sis ters-in-law, and Pamela Stern 
Braun, sis ter of the bridegroom. 

The best man was Mitchel 
Malkus. The ushers were Brad
ley Tecktiel, Daniel Shields, Lee 
Ja nger, Yuri Shosha n, Nei l 
Rothstein, and Ezra Ga ller. Fam-

ily members in the groom's 
party were Leon Rosen and 
Russell Rosen, brothers of the 
bride, Howard Braun, brother
in-law,and DavidStern,brother 
of the bridegroom. 

The bride graduated from 
Classical High School and Clark 
University in Worcester, Mass. 
She received a master's in social 
work from Columbia Univer
sity and a master's in Judaic 
studies from the Jewish Theo
logical Seminary. She is a pro
gramcoordinator for Jewish Life 
Network in New York. 

The bridegroom graduated 
from Ida Crown Academy and 
Brandeis Univers ity in 
Waltham, Mass. He received a 
master's in real estate develop
ment a t Columbia University 
a nd is a project manager for Toll 
Brothers, Inc. The couple have 
made their home in New York 
City. 

Mr. and Mrs. Andrew M . Stern 

Rhode Island Residents Receive 
Diplomas From Yeshiva University 

Three Rhode Island residents 
weream ng the more than 2,000 
members of the Class of 1997 
receiving degrees a t Yeshiva 
Universi ty's 66th annual com
mencement, held May 22, in The 
Thea ter, Madison Square Gar
den, New York City. 

Degrees were confe rred by 
Yes hiva Uni versity President 
No rman Lamm u pp n grad u
ates of the university's u nder
graduate a nd graduate schools. 
Bachelor's and associate's de
grees were awarded to gradu
a tes of Yes hi va College (YC), 
Ste rn Co ll ege fo r Wo m e n 
(SCW), Sy SymsSchool of Busi
ness (SSS B), Ja m es Stri a r 
Schoo l of Genera I Jewish Stud 
ies (J SS), a nd Isaac Breuer Co l-

lege o f Hebra ic Studies (!BC). 
Master's and doctoral degrees 

were awarded to graduates of 
Azrieli Gradua te School of Jew
ish Educa ti on (AG), Bernard 
Revel Graduate School (BRGS), 
Ferkauf Graduate School of Psy
chology (FP), and Wurzweiler 
School of Social Work (WSSW). 

Following is a list of degree 
recipien ts, their degrees, and 
schools: 

Paw tu cket: Meyer Elijah 
Brown, B.S., SSSB; and Miriam 
C. Kessler, B.A./ A.A., SCW. 

Providence: Elyse Richelle 
Pa rk, Ph.D., FP. 

Yeshiva Universi ty, Amer
ica's oldest and largest univer
sity under Jewish auspices, is in 
its 111th year. 

Know <1011uone getting marrieiJ l 
Tell u., their name and acldl'c'.,., and II'<-' '/I ,1e1u) them a one-year 

cm11pli111mla ry ,,ii/1.1<·1·ipti,111 lo the Rhode /,,/,111,I Jt'l1'1:,h Hemlrl. 



OBITUARIES 
SHIRLEY PARNESS 

PROVIDENCE - Shirley 
Parness, 72, of 17 Eagle Run, 
died July 7 at Philip Hulitar 
Hospice Inpatient Center in 
Providence. She was the wife of 
Charles Parness. 

MARILYN SILVERMAN 
PITTSFIELD, Ma ss . 

Marilyn "Lynn" Silverman, 65, 
of 181 Belvedere Drive, Cran
ston, RI., died July 11 a t Berk
shire Medical Cente r in 
Pittsfield, Mass., where she was 
taken July IO after being pulled 
from the waterof Ashmere Lake 
in Hinsdale in BerkshireCounty, 
Mass. She was the wife of Irving 
Si lverman. 

Healer Blends Jewish Practice 
With Chinese Medical Teachings 

Born in Providence, a daugh
ter of the la te Benjamin and 
Emma (Bederman) Glantz, she 
lived in Cranston befo re mov
ing to East Greenwich 14 years 
ago. · 

She was a member of Temple 
Tora t Yisrael, Cranston. She was 
a life member of the Women's 
Association of the Jewish Home 
for the Aged and Miriam Hos
pital. She was a member of Pio
neer Women. 

Besides her husband , s he 
leaves a d aughter, Tina Fain of 
Cranston; a son, Floyd Parness 
of Northford, Conn.; a sister, 
Arlene Calderon of Cranston; 
and four grandchildren. 

A graveside funeral service 
was held July 9 a t Lincoln Park 
Cemetery, Post Road, Warwick. 
The service was coordinated by 
Mount Sinai Memorial Chapel, 
825 Hope St. , Providence. 

Keep in mind 
that the essence 
of your prayers 
is the faith you 
have in them 
that they will 
be answered. 

(LM 1:7) 

"ltappearsshe wasoutswim
ming and had a heart a ttack," a . 
member of the family said . 

The family was on vaca tion 
and Mrs. Silverman, w horn they 
d escribed as a s trong swimmer, 
went into the water at around 
7:30 a.m. A cousin fo urid her 
floa ting in the wa ter. 

Born in Newport, she was 
the wifeoflr vi ngSilverman and 
the daughter of the la te George 
a nd Dora (Kaufma n) David.She 
had lived in Cranston fo r many 
yea rs. 

She was a 1951 grad ua te of 
Bryant College, a member of 
Temple Sinai and its Sisterhood 
and a life member of Hadassah. 

Besides her husba nd, she 
leaves two so ns, George 
Silve rman of Phoenix, Ariz., 
a nd Da ni e l Sil ve rm a n o f 
Ma nches ter, Conn.; a da ug h
te r , Donna S te rnbac h o f 
M a rlboro, N.J .; a nd three 
grand children. She was the 
sis ter o f the la te Melvin David . 

The funeral was held July 13 
at the Max Sugarman Memorial 
Chapel, 458 Hope St., Provi
d ence. Burial was in Lincoln 
Park Cemetery, Warwick. 

by Lori Eppstein 
Jewish Bulletin of 

Northern California 
SAN FRANCISCO (JT A) -

Jewish mothers have long be
lieved that the best medicine for 
a head cold is rest, flu ids and 
steaming hot chicken soup. 

But w hen it comes to pre
menstrual syndrome, chronic 
fatigue and HIV-related diar
rhea and anemia, Jewish folk 
med icine stops where Chinese 
medicine has ba r-ely begun, said 
hea ler Misha Cohen o f Sa n 
Francisco's Chicken Soup Chi
nese Medicine clinic. 

The practiceofChinesemedi 
ci ne includes acupuncture, mas
sage, proper nutrition, medita
tion, herb therapy and o ther 
Eastern practi ces that can im
prove vi tality and ward off d is
ease. 

That may explain why Cohen 
parted ways wi th her Jewish 
upbri ngi ng - at least when it 
ca me to medicine-while seek
ing a cure fo r her own mystery 
disease more than 25 years ago. 

It was 1969, and Cohen was 
caught up in the turmoil of civil 
ri ghts protests and sleepless 
nights of_study at Oberlin Col
lege. Her diet was typica l of most 
college students-sweets, pizza 
and dorm food. 

These new habits did not last 
long before Cohen had a break
down. The doctors thought it 
was mononucleosis, then ap
pendici tis. They opera ted and 

MAx SUGARMAN MEMORIAL CHAPEL 
Over 100 years of professional, dignified and caring service to the Jewish 

community of Rhode Island and Southeastern Massachusetts 

.i!'.~-Certified l7y the 
2 •!;.} R.I . Board of Rabbis 

' 

/A\ Member of the Jewish 
~-.-~ -) Funeral Directors of America 

01 . .. . . ,~· 

458 Hope Street, Providence 

Please call fo r your 5757 New Year calendar. 
Call for our no-money-dc,wn, pre-need plans. 

· (Comer of Doyle Avem,e) 

331-8094 
1-800-447-1267 Lewis J. Bosler 

For over 40 years, the owner of Mount Sinai Memorial Chapel. .. 
Mitchell ... has served Rhode Island Jewish families over 8,000 times ... 
as a professional Jewish funeral director .. . as did his father and 
grandfather since the 1870s ... with honesty 
and integrity. 

One of the reasons why the majority of 
Rhode Island Jewish families call 

MOUNT SINAI 
MEMORIAL CHAPEL 

331-3337 
825 Hope at Fourth Streets 

Pre-need counseling with tax-free 
payment planning avai lable. 

Please call for your 
5757 New Year calendar. 

From out of state call : 
1-800-33 1-3337 

Member of Jewish Funeral Directors of America 
Certified by R.I. Board of Rabbis 

fo und it was definitely mono, 
after all. 

Cohen later learned that it 
was chronic fatigue syndrome, 
though it did not have a name 
until the 1980s. 

No t wishing to repeat the 
experi ence, the biopsychology 
studentbecamea vegetarianand 
began to learn abou t herbs and 
natural food therapy. 

The seed for a more whole
some lifes ty le actually was 
planted ea rlier by her Jewish 
grandmother - a practi ci ng 
Jew, proponent of fruitand yoga 

· teacher. Cohen fondly recaUs the 
soaked black mission figs a nd 
dried millet breakfasts, though 
the sorghum was less than a hit. 

The yea rs fo llowing her d e
cision to lead a healthier lifesty le 
lured Cohen into the politics of 
hea lth ca re . She s ta rted a 
women's hea lth newspaper in 
1970 and, subsequently, discov
ered inroads to natural healing. 

By the ti me she enrolled in 
her fi rs t Chinese medicine class, 
w here teachers engaged stu
dents in a talmudic-sty le d is
course of medical texts, she re
alized, "This is where I'm sup
posed to be." 

Cohen, who holds a di)ctor
ate in Oriental medicine and is a 
s ta te-certifi ed acupunc turi s t, 
has si nce d iscovered further 
simila riti es between Jewis h 
practi ce and Chinese medicine. 

"When I go to China and I tell 
them I'm Jewish, they get very 
excited and say we have a lot in 
common," said Cohen, referring 
to a shared quest for ed uca tion 
and knowledge. 

The biggest connectio n is 
their mutual understandi ng of 
an antiviral agent ca lled chicken 
soup, but both have long relied 
on special prepara tion of many 
other foods to avoid illness, 

Cohen sa id . 
Indeed, whi le Europe choked 

on waves of p lagues, Jews and 
Chinese· for thousands of years 
have known how to prevent 
epidemics through sani tation. 

The Jews shunned pork and 
ritually slaughtered meat,drain
ing the blood and salting it. They 
ate only domesticated animals, 
shunning meat from diseased 
animals, wild beasts or birds of 
prey. 

The Chinese added ginger 
and o ther diges ti ve herbs to 
foods to eliminate parasites. 

The two cultures diverge, 
however, when it comes to what 
they seek in their practi ces, 
Cohen sa id. Jews seek higher 
knowledge to get close to G-d, 
w hile theChinese questionhow 
thei r bodies rela te to the earth. 

"Their spiritual web has no 
weaver," said Cohen, who re
leased her fi rs t book, The Chi
nese Way to Healing, last fa ll. 

When it comes to earth-based 
medicine, C hinese medicine 
leaves Jewish fo lk medicine in 
the dust, so to speak. Chinese 
fa rmers pla nted the same land 
for genera tions and charted lu
nar patterns for the best times to 
harvest herbs while Jews wan
dered the Diaspora. 

But Jews and Western doc
tors of today are making up for 
lost time. More so now than ever, 
they are incorporating- Eastern 
philosophy into their practices. 

Some mainstream health pro
fessionals now recognize that 
Chinesemedicinecanhelpwhere 
Western trea tment fa lls short. 

At her clini c, Cohen has 
treated up to IO percent more 
referrals from medical doctors 
last year than in 1995. Many of 
her new clients are doctors and 
nurses with aches and pains of 
thei r own. 

Vatican Offers to Host Talks 
Between Israelis, Palestinians 

by Ruth E. Gruber 
ROME (JTA) - Pope John 

Paul II has sent letters to Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Net
anyahu and Palestinian Author
ity chairman Yasser Arafat ex
pressing his "deep worry" over 
the deadlock in the peace pro
cess. 

The letters, urging the two 
leaders to overcome obstacles 
and resume dialogue, were sent 
in June, but the Vatican released 
their text later. 

In them, the pope expressed 
his concern at the standstill in 
negotiations and said tha t the 
Va tican would be willing to host 
Israeli and Palestinian delega
tions to resume the talks "wi th 
good wi ll. " . 

Israeli-Palestinian negotia
tions were suspended in March, . 
after Israel began building a new 
Jewish neighborhood in south
eastern Jerusa lem and a Pales
tinian suicide bomber ki lled 
three Israelis at a Tel Aviv cafe. 

Chief Va tica n spokesman 
Joaquin Navarro-Valls to ld re
porters that the pope "wanted 
to stimulate the leaders to make 
a serious effort to get the pro
cess going again." 

In his letter to Netanyahu, 

the pope said , "The Israeli and 
Palestinian peop les are already 
shouldering a burden of suffer
ing which is too heavy. This 
burden must not be increased; 
instead it deserves the utmost 
commi tment to finding the 
pa ths of necessary and coura
geous compromises." 

Find ing these pa ths would 
earn Netanyahu humani ty's 
gratitude, he wrote. 

In his letter to Arafat, the pope 
described a "de facto interrup
tion of dialogue." 

"My fear is that if this situa
tion continues it will become 
increasi ngly difficult to revive 
the quest for the trust that is 
essential to every negotiation," 
he wrote. 

He said the painful lessons of 
the past must not prove "vain 
and useless." 

In nei ther of the letters did 
the pope refer to current causes 
of the s talemate in the peace 
negotia tions. 

He also did not mention his 
often-sta ted desire to visit the 
Holy Land before theyear2000. 

But he did stress that peace in 
the region was particularly im
portant now as millions of faith

(Continued on Page 19) 



Albright 
(Continued from Page 1) 

"They clearly confronted the 
most excruciating decision a 
human being can face when they 
left members of their family be
hind even as they saved me from 
certain death. 

"I will always love and honor 
my parents and will a lways re
spect their decision, for that most 
painful of choices gave me life a 
second time." 

The family returned, but left 
aga in after the Communists 
seized power in 1948 and settled 
in the United States. 

Raised as a Roman Catholic 
-sheisnowanEpiscopalian
Albright expressed surprise 
when it was revealed in a Feb
ruary story in The Washington 
Post that at least three of her 
grandparents were Jewish and 
that they, along with more than 
a dozen other relatives, died in 
the Holocaust. 

"The only thing I have to go 
by is what my mother and fa
ther told me, how I was brought 
up," she said at the time. 

But the question of whether 
she had known about her past 

Enemy Within 
(Continued from Page 4) 

of erudition. Wecannotminimize 
the effect of our tradition on our 
ownindividualsuccesses. Weare 
better doctors, lawyers, teachers 
and businessmen as a result of 
our Jewish culture. How can we 
turn our backs and keep further 
diluting ourselves into main
_stream America? We owe our 
founding fathers a debt of grati
tude. We can repay that debt by 
keeping the culture alive. 

We need to develop a specia l 
kind of Jewish education for the 
20th century. A system that will 
focus on the spiritual aspects of 
Judaism to make it exciting, in
teresting and stimulating. We 
have lost too many Jews already 
to the spiritual conc~rns of the 
Eastern religions, butwhatthese 
people never learned is that we 
have all the tools within Jl!da
ism to provide a viable spiritual 
reality. We are fortunate today 
to have not only competent 
teaching rabbis but a lso capable 
lay teachers who can bring new 
dimensions to Jewish learning. 

We must begin right now. 
The first thing that comes to 
mind is to return to the fold and 
begin to add some Jewish ritu
als into our lives again. In the 
beginning simple tasks will do, 
but would include a little more 
than just showing up for Yorn 
Kippur or to a Passover seder. 
We can celebrate some aspect of 
Shabbat, even if just a Friday 
evening dinner with the light
ing of the candles and the recit
ing of the blessings. We can get 
to know the dates of each holi-

Vatican 
(Continued from Page 18) 

ful from the three monotheistic 
religions that hold Jerusalem as 
a holy city - Judaism, Chris
tianity and Islam-would want 
to visit the region in the years 
leading up to the millennium. 

Especially for this reason 
there should be peace, so that 
the meaning of the approaching 
Great Jubilee of the year 2000 
may be complete," he said in his 
letter to Arafat. 

surfaced after reports suggest
ing that the mayor of the Czech 
town of Letohrad, where her 
paternal grandfather once lived, 
sent her a letter three years ago 
about her Jewish roots. 

Albright's tour of the Jewish · 
Quarter came on the eve of her 
one-day state visit to Prague. 

She met with Czech Foreign 
Minister Josef Zieleniec to dis
cuss NATO's recent invitation 
to the Czech Republic to join the 
alliance. She a lso had dinner 
with Czech President Vaclav 
Havel. 

In a speech before throngs of 
cheering Czechs, she spoke of 
her ties to the Czech republic 
and her chi ldhood in Prague, 
but she made no reference to 
her Jewish roots. 

Kraus said he and Albright 
spoke in Czech, and that they 
did not have in-depth discus
sions about the restitution of 
property looted by the Nazis or 
any of the other issues facing 
the Czech Jewish community. 

"It wasn't a political visit," 
he sa id . "It was personal." 

day and celebrate a few more 
each year in the synagogue. The 
important part is for our chil
drenand grandchi ldren to learn 
about these sacred occasions, 
and they will surely learn by 
observing our actions and com
mitment. 

Another step would be to 
connect wi th a Jewish commu
nity: a synagogue or a havurah. 
Judaism depends on people 
with like-minded objectives 
sharing and participating in 
communal interest and fe llow
ship. Community then func
tions as a support system de
signed to further Jewish wel
fare on the physical, mental, 
emotional and spiritua l levels. 
Communities also further Jew
ish learning w hich·encompasses 

· a vast treasure of wisdom that 
has been compiled through the 
centuries. This wisdom is what 
has enabled us toendureagainst 
overwhelming odds and what 
has empowered our tradition 
to produce such talent in every 
field of endeavor. This is some
thing for which we can all be 
truly proud. Your commitment 
to a Jewish life is a vote to keep 
Judaism alive. Yourvotecounts. 

Velvel "Wally" Spiegler is acer
tified polarity therapist and a stu
dent and teacher of Jewish mysti
cism. 

Honor Guests 
With 'Gift of Life' 

One of the newest programs 
offered by the Jimmy Fund is 
the "Gift for Life" program. It's 
an a lternate way to say "thank 
you" to guests at a special occa
sion, such as - a wedding, bar 
or bat mitzvah, retirement or 
going away party. For an aver
age of $1 per guest, the Jimmy 
Fund will provide tasteful table 
cards or scro lls. (loth tactfully 
notify guests that a donation has 
been made in their honor to help 
find a cure for cancer. 

For more information on how 
to participate in this new pro
gram, ca ll the Jimmy Fund toll
free at (888) 546-6938. 

NATO 
(Continued from Page 1) 

ment backing Poland's entry 
into NATO. 

In doing so, he categorically 
rejected attempts by the World 
Jewish Restitution Organization 
to linkNATOentryto Warsaw's 
handling of the restitution of 
Jewish property. 

Polish officials fear that such 
opposition could harm the 
chances of securing the U.S. con
gressional approval needed to 
ratify the admission of new 
members to NA TO. 

"We believe that Poland's 
entry to NATO serves the inter
ests of our country and of all its 
citizens, including Polish Jews," 
Kichler's statement said . "It can 
only improve the situation of 
Jews in Poland." 

Half a century after 3 million 
Polish Jews were murdered in 
the Holocaust, the Polish Jew
ish communi ty, though num
bering only in the thousands, is 
trying to reestablish a viable 
presence as an integrated part 
of Polish society. 

Kichler's election in May put 
community leadership firmly in 
the hands of a post-Holocaust 
generation. 

This generation's aim is to 
create a Jewish life that fits the 
nature of present-day Polish 
Jews - Jews who, as one com
munity member put it, are "as 
Polish as French Jews are 
French." 

Kichler's statement backing 
NATO membership demon
strated the community's grow
ingdesire to make its voice heard 
- and heeded - on issues re
lating to the future of both the 
community and Poland. 

AttheStrasbourgconference, 
Krajewski called a threat by the 
WJRO vice chairman, Naphtali 
La vie, to lobby against Poland's 
entry into NATO as a means of 
pressing the Polish government 
on the restitution issue a "slap 
in the face" to Poland's Jewish 
leaders. 

But according to Israel Singer, 
secretary general of the Wo_rld 
Jewish Congress and chairman 
of the WJRO execu ti ve, the 
WJRO has not taken a position 
on the issue. 

"There was discussion, but it 
never came to any vote," he said. 

Singer added that while 
Poland's position on restitution 
is not "an issue to keep them out 
of NA TO," it should be "en
couraged to behave like other 
countries," such as Hungary, 
which have moved faster to ad
dress restitution ofJewish prop
erty. 

Meanwhile, the American 
Jewish Committee's board of 
governors,meetingin NewYork 
last month-, also passed a reso
lution supporting Poland's en
try into NATO. 

"We have expressly pointed 
out that it is wrong to couple" 
the "issue of restitution and the 
issue of support for Poland's 
entrance into NATO," Jeffrey 
Weintraub, director of the 
AJCommittee-linked Center for 
American Pluralism, sa id dur
ing a recent fact-finding trip to 
Poland. 

FOR AD RATES, 
a CALL 724-0200 

CLASSIFIED 
GUTTERS 

INSTALLATION, REPAIRS ANO CLEANING 
-30 years experience. Call Mr. Gutter 354· 
6725, Providence, 884-0714. 2/28/98 

Send Classbox Correspon'dence To: 
ClassBox No. 
The A.I. Jewish Herald 
P.O. Box 6063 
Providence, A.I. 02940 

HELP WANTED 

PAINTING - Deck refinishing, carpentry, 
repairs. Copperfields. Est. 1984. Call David at 
(800) 390·2050. Member P.D.C.A. 10/9/97 

REAL ESTATE 

R.I. Jewish Herafd classified ads cost $3 for 15 
words or less. Additional words cost 12 cents each. 
Payment must be received by Monday at 4 p.m. 
prior lo the Thursday when the ad is scheduled to 
appear. This newspaper will not, knowingly accept 
any advertising for rear estate which is in violation 
of the R.L Fair Housing Act and Section 804 (C) of 
Title vm of the 1968 Civil Rights Act. Our readers 
are hereby informed that all dwelling/housing ac· 
commodations advertised in this newspaper are 
available on an equal opportunity basis. 

EASTSIOE -4-bedroom Colonial , 1.5 baths, 
fireplace , sunroom, deck, hardwoods, eat-in 
kitchen, stained glass, walk to synagogues. 
Reduced to $138k, by owner, 751-9271 . 
Open house Sunday 11·2, 113 Burlington 
(near Lorimer). 7/17/97 

GOV'T FORECLOSED HOMES FROM pen· 
nies on $1 . Delinquent Tax. Repo 's. REO's. 
Your area. Toll-Free (1) 800-218·9000 ext. 
H-5308 for current listings. 8/14/97 

SERVICES RENDERED 

AUTO REPAIR at your home. Foreign and 
domestic autos and trucks. Certified me· 
chanic, reasonable rates. Call 433·0651 . 

8nt97 

Internships at 
the Consulate 

College students with a back
ground in history, international 
relations, Middle Eastern stud
ies, or Hebrew and Israel expe
rienceare eligible for internships 
with the cons.ulate general of 
Israel to New England . 

Formoreinformation,call the 
internship coordinator, Michele 
Karpf,at(617)542-0041,ext. 135. 

That 's all 
it costs to 
reach our 
readers. 

Call 
724-0200 

Getting Engaged? 
Beautiful estate 

diamond rings available 
Call Paulene Jewelers 

274-9460 

~ WESIT Arelerralservicelor 
:: ,:..;· companions to the 
, = elderly, since 1967 

6;...;R 401-421-1213 

ADVERTISE WITH 
THE HERALD AND 

GET RESULTS! 

Copies of the Herald are available at. .. 
Barney's, Oaklawn Avenue 
Borders Book Shop, Garden City Center 
Brooks, Reservoir Avenue 
Cameron 's Pawtuxet Pharmacy, Broad Street 
Rainbow Bakery, Re servoir Ave . 

Barney's, East Avenue, Pawtucket 
Books on the Square, Wayland Square (on Angell) 
Hope Street Bagel, Hope Street 
East Side Prescription Center, Hope Street 
Swan Liquors, Hope Street 
Rhoda 's Judaica, Burlington Avenue 
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~ AH OPf H Lf Tlf D JO ·JHf Pf OPLf Of DHOOf ISLAND ~ 
We have set out in an attempt to make Rhode Island the first hunger-free state in the nation. 

Our task will not be an easy one. But if we can succeed - if we can achieve our goal of 
becoming the first hunger-free state - it will be an achievement worthy of every effort. 

We ask you to join us in this quest. .. Asking that, you deserve to know what's happening 
every step of the way. So, the first Thursday of every month, we will chronicle for you in this 
newspaper what is happening in our quest - the progress we are making and what lies 
ahead. 

Here are our immediate goals: 
1. To connect all emergency food pantries in our state to a central registration to 

insure that those in need can be quickly referred to the pantry nearest them. 

2. To alert all Rhode Island residents to the availability of emergency food 
assistance for anyone in need. (For emergency food assistance call 1-800-
HUNGRY-2.) 

3. To convince those who are in need but too proud to come forward for help that 
there is no shame in being hungry. The only shame in hunger is knowing there 
are hungry people and not doing anything about it. 

4. To increase the number of volunteers at the R.I. Community Food Bank and 
its 130 food pantries and community meal sites. 

5. To expand, in partnership with area Rotary Clubs, the R.I. Community Food 
Bank's Prepared Food Program and to increase donations to the food bank. 

6. To provide guidance to emergency food recipients in planning their monthly 
food resources to last for the full month and meet their nutritional needs. 

7. To encourage th~ full utilization of all existing government-sponsored nutri
tion programs for all those, and only those, who are deserving of them. 

8. To organize local anti-hunger teams who will meet regularly to plan and carry 
out activities to fight hunger. 

Once we can guarantee that anyone facing hunger can get the help they need, we 
can then focus on education, training and employment opportunities, to 
reduce the cycle of poverty which is ~he breeding ground of hunger. 

Our journey is a challenging one. But this is the road we know we must travel. 
We hope you will travel it with us ... 

The first Thursday of next month - August 7- our journey begins ... 

Alan Shawn Feinstein, Chairman 
Rhode Islanders for a Hunger-Free State 


