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Clinton Turns to 
Jewish Group For 
Child Care Plan 

by Daniel Kurtzman 
WASHINGTON (JTA) 

Twenty-five years after the Na
tional Council on Jewish 
Women issued a landmark 
study exposing the child-care 
crisis in. America, President 
Clinton recently turned to the 
group in his effort to build sup
port for his child care initiative 
and broader educational goa ls. 

In his first personal appear
ance before a Jewish convention 
since his second term began, 
C linton praised the group's 
work in promoting these issues. 

- issued its report, "Windows 
on Daycare." 

Many of the same findings 
apply today: an acute shortage 
of care, a high turnover among 
caregivers, poor training, inad
equa te licensing, low reimburse
ment rates in some states and an 
overa ll lack of quality. 

While decrying the pooredu
cational showing of America n 
high school students in math 
and science and the fai lu res of 
adults responsible fo r educa t
ing them, Clinton, in his speech, 
emphasized the importance of 
starting "with the basics" in ar
eas such as child care. 
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While many Jewish groups 
seek the president's presence, 
such appearances are rare. 

Clinton's decision to speak 
in front of the women's activist 
organization was seen at least in 
part as an effort to recognize the 
pioneering work the 90,000-
member NCJW has done in plac
ing the child care issue on the 
nation's radar. 

"There are sti ll too many kids 
that don't get off to the start 
they need," Clinton said at 
NCJW's Washington Insti tute, 
which the group holds for activ
is ts every three years. 

As part of their Jucaic studies progr.cd1, first-grade s tudents at the Ruth and 'Max Alperin 
Schechter Day School display the Mezuzot they made with teacher Rivka Escovitz. From left: 
Emma Sherer, Jonathan Goldin, Adam Maid man and Zachery Gold. Photo courtesy of ASDS 

In fact, not much has changed 
sinceNCJW-anadvocacy and 
educational group that focuses 
mostly on issues related to 
women, chi ldren and families 

Child care is one of the core 
issues on the group's agenda 
for the coming year. The more 
than 700 Jewish Activists from 
across the country were slated 
to fan out across Capitol Hill 
recently to urge lawmakers to 
support legislation a imed at 

improving the quality of child 
care. 

They also planned to lobby 
membersofCongresstooppose 
school voucher initiatives and 
support continued funding for 
international family planning 
programs - the group's two 

U.S. Presses Swiss Firms 
to Pay Insurance Policies 

by Fredy Rom 
ZURJCH (JT A) - American 

pressure is mounting on Swiss 
insurance companies to make 
good on unpaid policies from 
the Holocaust era. 

The row recently intensified 
after Swiss insurers argued that 
domestic laws bar them from 
opening up their books regard
ing the insurance policies taken 
out by Holocaust victims. 

U.S. insurance officials, in 
turn, have accused Swiss insur
ers of blocking access to their 
archives to cover up their be
havior during World War II. 

The Nationa l Association of 
Insurance Commissioners has 
been holding a series of hear
ings across the United States to 
seek out Holocaust survivors 
and the heirs of victims who 
have not received payouts from 
insurance policies held during 
World War II. . 

The offi cia ls are investi gating 
claims that European insurance 
firms blocked payments to the 
families of death camp victims. 

Deborah Senn, president of financia l ties to the Nazis and 
the commissioners group, hoarded the contents of long
threatened to send American dormant bankaccountsopened 

. inspectors to Switzerland. by Holocaust victims. 
"We see a legal basis for in- "We are setting up meetings 

vestigations in Switzerland be- with U.S. officials to discuss 
cause these companies also op- ways of solving this problem. 
erate in the U.S.," Senn said in We are trying to establish dia
an interview published here. logue," said a Swiss Foreign 

The efforts of her group are Ministry spokeswoman. 
significant for European insur- Last year, a group of Holo
ers because the American offi- caust victims and their fami lies 
cia ls have regu latory power · fi led a class-action lawsuit 
over the American affiliates · against seven European insur
and subsidiaries of the targeted ance companies, alleging they 
European insura nce compa- withheld, concea led or con
nies. verted the proceeds of policies 

In a reflection of how seri- sold before 1946. 
ously Swiss officials take the is- The experiences of many of 
sue, the Foreign Ministry will the claimants parallel those of 
soon be dispatching Ambassa- depositors tryi ng to collect on 
dor Thomas Borer to Washing- dormant Swiss bank accounts, 
ton for meetings with the U.S. but the sums at stake may be 
insurance officials. much larger. 

Borer, who has served as Lawyers for the survivors 
Switzerland's point man on is- estimate that the class-action 
sues re la ting to the country's lawsuit, now pending in New 
wartime activi ties, spent much York federal court, could affect 
of las t year dea ling with accusa- 10,000 claimants and involve 
tions tha t Swiss banks had close billions of dollars in damages. 

other priority issues this year. 
"We know child care is 

needed now more than ever and 
we remind those on Capi tol Hill 
who suggest that women should 
stay home that unfortunately 
many parents do not have that 
choice," said Nan Rich o f 
Westin, Fla., the national presi
dent of NCJW. 

"Most women work outside 
the home out of economic ne
cessity." 

In wide-ranging remarks that 
touched on Iraq and campaign 
financereform,Clintonalsohigh
lighted the success of an NCJW 
brainchild, a program called 
HIPPY - Home Instruction Pro
gram for Preschool Youngsters . 

Developed in 1969 by 
NCJW's research arm at the 
Hebrew University in Jerusa
lem; the program was designed 
to help parents with limited for
mal schooling provide educa
tion enrichment for their pre
school children. 

In 1986, Hillary Clinton in
vited Rich to Arkansas to ta lk to 
her and then-governor Clin ton 
about the program, and Arkan
sas soon became the first state to 
imple~ent it. 

It has since expanded to 26 
states, serving more than 13,000 
families. 

" If every chi ld could be in 
that kind of program, it would 
do as much to s trengthen fami
lies and the later success of chil
dren who are otherwise at risk 
~s anything we could do," 
Clinton said . 

Clinton also reitera ted the 
proposal he unveiled earlier this 
year for spending $21.7 billion 

on child care programs over five 
years to improve the afford- -
abi lity, accessibility and qu·ality 
of chi ld care. 

"It's a constant struggle to bal
ance doing what's right asa pro
fessional and making sure that 
you takecareofyourchild," said 
Amy Baker, director of NCJW's 
Center For The Child, which 
works to promote the well-being 
of children and families. 

"You can't warehouse a kid, 
a nd, optimally, kids shouldn' t 
be in child care 10 or 12 hours a 
day, but you don't always have 
that choice," said Debbie Greene 
of Dallas, Texas, a 42-year-old 
mother of two who teaches early 
childhood education. 

" If you're going to have chil
dren in care, it needs to be qual
ity care for their emotional, 
physical, social and intellectual 
well-being- it's imperative." 

In ap~aring before the Jew
ish women's organization, 
Clinton was reaching out to one 
of his core constituencies. If his 
support among women has 
waned a tall in the face of allega
tions about presidential pecca
dilloes, it was not apparent in 
this group. 

Clinton worked the rope 
lines for nearly 20 minutes, 
shaking hands with just about 
every eager-faced participant 
within reach, even hoisti ng up 
a baby. 

"We feel really honored that 
he thinks so highly about the 
National Council of Jewish 
Women, and we certainly feel 
the same way about him," said 
Helene Widmer of San Pablo, 
Calif. 

, 
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HAPPENINGS 
Cranston Public Schools 

Art Teachers' Exhibit 
The Cranston Public Schools Art Teachers will exhibit their art 

at the Cranston Public Library, 140Sockanosset Cross Road, from 
March 5 through 29. 

The exhibit and reception are free and open to the public. The 
library is accessible to people with physical handicaps. 

Center for Portuguese Studies 
Presents Lecture Series 

The Center for Portuguese Studies & Culture at University of 
Massachusetts Dartmouth presents a series of three lectures dur
ing the month of March. 

• "Immoral Behavior: Lusa-Brazilian Ideas about megality," 
presented by Dr. Ernst Pijning, Ph.D., John Hopkins University, 
takes place March 10, 8 p .m. in the center's Conference Room, 
Liberal Arts Building, Room 212 (Parking lot 3,4). 

• "Azorean Literature after Apri l 25, 1997," presented in Portu
guese by Luiz Antonio de Assis Brasil, takes place March 13 at 
noon, also in the Center's conference room. 

·For more information, contact the center at (508) 999-9270. 

Karate for Beginners Offered at YMCA 
The Pawtucket Family YMCA .will offer a beginner class in 

karate for ages 13 to adult, starting on March 25. 
The class will meet.every Wednesday for seven weeks, from 6 to 

7:30 p .m. The cost is $30 for full members and $45 for activity 
members. 

Participants will have a rigorous workout, while learning a 
traditional style of karate, Okinawan Goju Ryu. The class will 
initially focus on basic techniques, including punches, kicks, blocks, 
stances and movement. 

These techniques will be incorporated into more advanced 
techniques, including Kata, lppon Kumite (one step fighting) and 
kakie, or "pushing hands." 

The instructor, Karen Chandran, has more than 10 years of 
martial arts training. · 

For registration information, contact fitness director, Sue Jack, 
at the Pawtucket Family YMCA, 20 Summer St., Pawtucket, R.I., a t 
727-7900. 
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of readers who 
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Calendar: March 5 thru March 15 
5 Old Slater Mill Opening Day, 1 to 5 p .m., celebrate 1998 ·opening season, $1 off admission,

Pawtucket. Call 725-8638. 
Women's History Month at Brown University, join author Nancy Kricorian for reading and 
book signing of Zabelle, Brown Bookstore, Providence, 4 p.m. For full list of events, call 863-
2189. 
"Ma & Pa at Home," Perishable Theatre, Providence, March 5 to 14. Series of multimedia art 
and performances. Call 331-2695 fo r tickets. . 

6 A Literary-Art Happening, art installation and read ing, 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at French House in 
Providence. Honors 50th anniversary of death of French writer Antonin Artaud. 

7 "Acts of Power: The Jewish Women's Cultural Show," 9 p .m. part of Jewish Women's Week 
at Brown, in Andrews Dining Hall. Features performances of talented Jewish women. Free 
and open to public. . 
Jewish Film Festival explores women and identity, 6:30, RhQde Isla nd School Design 
auditorium. "The Return of Sarah's Daughters," a docµmentary about three modern Ortho
dox women and "Nick and Rachel," film about romance between Orthodox Jewish woman 
and non-Jewish man. Call 863-2805. 

8 Western New England Region of Hadassah and North Atlantic Region of Jewish Wome_n 
International co-sponsor "A Dialogue With Jewish Lesbians," at Brandeis University, Waltham; 
Mass., 9:30a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Many guest speakers and authors will be present. To register, call 
(800) 232-2624. 
Family Israeli Dance Workshop at Jewish Community Center Leventhal-Sidman Center, 
Newton, Mass., 1:30 to 3 p.m. Call (617) 558-6480 to register. 
Temple Emanu-El USY Purim Carnival, Providence, 11 a.m. to 2 p .m. All ages are welcome. 
Enjoy games and prizes, raffle and kosher grill lunch. Call 331-1616. . 

9 "Soldiers Without Portfolio: Christianity, Islam and Irregular War" . with John Kelsay, 
professor of religious studies at Florida State University, 7:30 p.m. at Brown University 
Wilson Hall, sponsored by Brown University department of religious studies. 
Monday·Book Club d iscusses "Portrait of an Artist: Biography of Georgia O'Keeffe," by L. 
Lisle, Books on the Square, Providence, 7:30 p.m. 
Touro Synagogue, Newport, Megillah reading 6:30 p .m., Purim party follows, wear cos
tumes! Call 847-4794 for information. 

10 Jewish Film Festival at RISO auditorium. "Unknown Secrets: Art & the Rosenberg Era" (28 
min.) and "Song of the Siren" (91 min.). A dessert reception will follow. Call 863-9354. 

11 "Border, Race & Leadership" with Ms. Magazine editor, Marcia Gillespie at UMass Dart
mouth, 8 p.m. Free and open to public. Call (508) 730-4584 for information. 
Arthritis Self-Help Courses, Warwick and Cranston, March 11 to Apnl 15, 6 to 8 p .m. Led and 
taught by D. Harrison. Preregisteration necessary. Call 434-5792. 
Purim Dinner and Service at Congregation B'nai Israel, Woonsocket, costume parade and 
surprise raffle. Dinner followed by Megillah service at 7 p.m. Reservations required. R.S.V.P. 
to 762-3651. 
Purim Spiel at Temple Emanu-El, Providence . . Megillah reading at 7 p.m., followed by 
costume parade and show. Call 331-1616 for information. 

12 Arab women discuss the peace process, part of Women's History Month at Brown, 4 p .m. in 
Salomon Center. 
Grand Purim Feast of Chabad of West Bay Chai Center, Warwick. The feast will be held at 
Temple Am David, Warwick, 5 p.m. Enjoy an early Megillah reading, hors d ' oeuvres, klezmer 
and more. Call to reserve early, 884-4071. 
New England Rabbinical College 11th annual Purim Parade, 10:30 a.m. on Elmgrove Ave., 
Providence. Students are invited to dress for costume contest. 

13 Siperstein Family Scholar-in-Residence at Temple Torat Yisrael, .Cranston. Rabbi Cohen 
will visit the Temple March 13 to 15. For information, call Cantor Liberman at 785-1800. 
Star Gaze at Wheaton College Observatory, open to public, 7:30 to 8:30 p.m., free of charge. 
Look through seven computerized telescopes at Sa turn, Mars and the moon. Call for weather 
conditions or more information and further dates at (508) 286-3937. 
Four Winning Plays of Second annual Youth Playwriting Competition, Vartan Gregor.ian 
School, Providence, March 13 to 14, 7 p .m. Sponsored by R.I. Committee for the Humaruties. 
Call 331-7174. · 
Audubon Society of R.I. Full moon frog walk a t Caratunk Wild life Refuge in Seekonk, 7:30 
p.m. Call to preregister at (508) 761-8230. . . . . 
"Wind Songs" at Rhode Island College, 8:15 p.m. in Roberts Auditorium. Admission $7, 
senior citizens and non-RJC students $5; RJC students free. For more information, call 456-
8244. 

14 State of the Nations, Joseph C. Harschat Newport Art Museum'. 76 Bellvue Ave. Honored 
writer and columnist wi ll present opinions about what 1998 has in stor~ for us. 
Greenwich Odeum ·presents folksinger Patty Larkin, 8 P·';l·, E. Gr~enw1ch, 885-9119. 
"Bartok and Bolero," a Classical Series concert at Veterans Memorial Audi ton um, at 8 p .m. 
Tickets are available at the Rhode Island Philharmonic box office through March 13 at 3 p .m. 
The Philharmonic is located at 222 Richmond St. Tickets may be purchased by calling 831-
3123, ext. 10, or in person Monday through Thursday 9 a.m: to 4:30 p.m. for $20, $30 and $35 
for adults. 

15 . Tourney Time with Club 456 at Jewish Community Center of .Rhode Island, 1:30 to 3:30, 
foosball, ping pong and pool tournaments, prizes for winners. Call to register, 861-8800, ext. 
147. 
Temple Emanu-EI Leisure Club meeting at 2 p.m. Guest speaker, Dr. C. Ingall speaks on 
"Role of Education in Survival of Jewish Community." 
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JEWISH COMMUNITY 
Hillel Rabbi Parents 
New Publication 

NCJW of RI Plans Spring Events 
by Emily Torgan-Shalansky 

Jewish Community Reporter 
Members of the National 

Council of Jewish: Women's 
Rhode Island Section are gear
ing up for a busy spring. 

volunteer lunch, members fo
cused on the upcoming Com
munity Service Award Lun
cheon, an annual event that 
serves as a major fundraising 
vehicle for the non-profit chari
table organization. 

NCJW member Marcia Blacher, 
as she listed highlights of Marcia 
Riesman's volunteer activities, 
which include membership on 
the board of directors at both 
Planned Parenthood and Jew
ish Family Services of Rhode 
Island, where she served as 
president between 1985 and 
1988. 

by Emily Torgan-Shaiansky 
Jewish Community Reporter 

Brown University students 
better watch out-by the end of 
this week, Sparks will be flying 
all over the campus. 

But according to their cre
ator, Hillel Foundation Rabbi 
Susan Fendrick, the only things 
that these special Sparks will 
ignite are the ideas and public 
discussion that she developed 
in a new publication, entitled 
Sparks, to stimulate. 

"I selected the ti tie because of 
the image people have of 'spark
ing' a conversation, and also 
because of the notion we have 
in Jewish tradition that there are 
'Sparks' of the divine every
where, and that it is our job to 
uncover them," explained Rabbi 
Fendrick. 

Subtitled "a lively conversa-

Rabbi Susan Fendrick 
Herald photo by 

Emily Torgm1-Slralausky 

tion," Sparks is a single piece of 
paper formatted like a page of 
traditional Jewish text. 

The center of the sheet bears a 
portionoforigina]Jewishtextand 
commentary; this text and analy
sis are surrounded by interpreta
tions from members of the Brown 
community who are of different 
religious backgrounds. 

In the first issue, which pre
sentsPeah / TheCornersofOne's 
Field, a passage from the 
Mishnah (a classical Jewish law 
code and guide forreligious life), 
the reader sees Rabbi Fendrick' s 

HOPE 
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ideas about an ongoing call to 
ethical and social responsibility. 

But he or she also.almost si
multaneously sees Associate 
Professor of Comparative Lit
erature Meera Viswanathan's 
observation of how the text be
gins with a notion of 
immeasurability and ends with 
the concept of equivalence, and 
Brown Jewish Student Union 
President Hannah Solomon's 
opinions about which lines of 
the Mishnah are the most mean
ingful for Brown students, and 
Dean Kenneth Sacks' thoughts 
about how the text ultimately 
seems to reward behaviorthatit 
labels altruistic. 

The Sparks experience is at 
once so confusing and interest
ing that it leads a reader to want 
to do what the commentators 
themselves have already done 
- to develop and share their 
other ideas with someonP else. 

And according to Rabbi 
Fendrick, that's the sort of ex
change that Sparks was created 
to promote. 

"I was having coffee with a 
student in the Jewish Student 
Union when we got into.a philo
sophical conversation abou t 
Hillel," Rabbi Fendrick said. "We 
realized that therehas to besome 
way for people to share ideas 
that are not centered around a 
particular idea or problem." 

(Continued on Page 19) 

On Feb. 27, about 15 mem
bers gathered at the Cranston 
home of Chairperson Eunice 
Greenfield to share salutations, 
sandwiches, plans for the Com
munity Service Award Lun
cheon, and reminders about a 
volunteer lunch scheduled for 
noon on March 18 at the Jewish 
Community Center. 

"The volunteer luncheon is a 
chance to let the many volun
teers we work with know how 
much weappreciate their help," 
explained NCJW co-president 
Nan Levine. "The only require
ment for admission is a gently 
used household item which will 
be donated to Jewish Family 
Services for use in its resettle
ment program." 

NCJW will provide dessert 
at the brown bag lunch, which 
will feature "Volunteerism in 
Rhode Island," a talk by Arthur 
Robbins. 

Robbins, the president of the 
Providence Marriott Hotel, is 
also the chairman of the board 
of theTextronChamberofCom
merce Academy, a new Rhode 
Island high school that has en
joyed support from the NCJW 
for its library and media center. 

After briefly discussing the 

The luncheon will take place 
on May 6 at the Providence 
Marriott Hotel, and will honor 
Robert and Marcia Riesman, a 
Providence couple who have a 
lengthy history of community 
leadership and involvement. 

"They' ve rea lly made tre
mendous contributions," said 

Robert Riesman,said Blacher, 
who was formerly engaged in 
wire and cable manufacturing, 
has served as chairman of the 
Rhode Island Board of Regents 

(Continued on Page 19) 

NCJW chairwoman (left) Eunice Greenfield a'nc! co-presidents 
Carol R. Brooklyn and Nan Levine lead a recent meeting. 

Herald pltoto by Emily Torgan-Sltala11sky 
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OPINION 

Parshat Zachor 
b y Yehudah A. Biss 

Herald Editor 

This week is Parshat Zachor 
and we read a special Maftir and 
Haftorah. The Haftorah, taken 
from Shmuel Alef (Chapter 15), 
describes Sha'ul Hamelech's war 
against Amalek. Hashem had 
commanded Sha'ul to wipe out 
all of this nation, including its 
flocks of sheep and cattle. Sha'ul 
however, "had pity" onAgag, the 
king of Amalek, and spared him 
along with the animals he was 
supposed to kill. The Gemara in 
Yoma (22b) says that at this time a 
BatKol, heavenlyvoice, went forth 
that exclaimed, ''Don' t be overly 
righteous - more than your Cre
ator." Sha'ul' s negligenceinshow
ing too much pity proved disas
trous. During his reprieve, Agag 
fathered a child, whose descen
dant would be Harnan. 'we read 
this Haftorah on Parshat Zachor 
because of Sha' ul ' s misplaced be-

nevolence led to the birth of A gag' s 
wicked descendant. Had Sha'ul 
killed Agag when he was sup
posed to, Haman would not have 

· arisen to threaten the existence of 
Kial Yisroel. 

In sharp contrast to his mercy 
to A gag stand Sha'ul' s actions at 
Nov, thecityof the priests. Sha'ul 
had been pursuing Dovid, whom 
he perceived as a threat. Dovid 
had taken refuge in a number of 
places. Upon learning that Dovid 
had found sheltet in Nov, the 
king ordered the destruction of 
that city for harboring him. 
Eighty-five thousand Kohanim 
were killed, and the animals of 
the city were not spared. In this 
instance, another Bat Kol re
sounded, "Do not be overly 
wicked." These two examples 
show us clearly what Chaza"l 
teach: He who pities the wicked, 
will eventually be cruel to the 
righteous. (Redak) 

What Can We Do 
About Violence? 

Advice From Jewish Family Service 
Violence touches all of our 

lives. Every day, the news is full 
of violent incidents, from as far 
away as Algeria, Mexico and 
Northern Ireland and as near as 
our own American cities and 
suburbs. We all know some one 
(maybe even ourself) who has 
been either a victim or a perpe
trator of violence. 

When a n individual or .an 
institution or a country con
dones violence, it often occurs 
because no one can think of a 
better way to handle a problem . 
Sometimes one ethnic or reli
gious group attacks another as 
we have seen in the Balkan con
flict; in other cases teen-agers 
attack each other, spouses in-
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flict harm on one another and 
parents hurt their children. 

Why? "Because they are not 
committed to non-violent solu
tions. Becausetheycannotimag
ine o ther more effective, less 
dramatic solutions. Because 
they are frustrated," explains 
Julie Gutterman, director of pro
fessional services at Jewish Fam
ily Service. 

Gutterm an acknowledges 
that it is easy to feel over
whelmed and helpless about 
violence at all levels. But she 
said it is necessa ry to under
stand that all these forms of vio
lence are interrelated . "Domes
tic violence, teen-age shootings 

(Continued on Page 19) 
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Getting Happy 
by Rabbi Jerome M. Epstein 

Purim is coming this year to 
be celebrated on the eve of 
March 11 and March 12. We are 
commanded to celebrate -
whether we fee l like it or not. 

are tensions still at a high 
point on the issue of religious 
pluralism? No matter. We will 
don our costumes. ls the Iraq 
crisis - even if temporarily 
averted - likely to disappear 
for good? irrelevant. We will 
turn our groggers at every men
tion of Haman's name. Has 
peace been achieved with the 
Palestinians? That will await 
another day. Today we ex
change gifts with friends and 
neighbors. Do we still face the 
crisis of Jewish continuity? That 
issue takes a back sea t as we 
raise our voices in joyous song 
and celebrate our survival. The 
job before us is to celebrate, to 
self-consciously raise our spi r
its and join together for a com
munal party. 

Why celebra te? Because Jew
ish tradition-which demands 
that we thank G-d every day for 
the good in our personal and 
communal lives - designates 
additional specia l times when 
wearerequired to acknowledge 
that everything is not as bleak 
as it may seem. After a ll, ha man 
did not prevail and we are sti ll 
here to tell the story. 

In reality, being commanded 
to celebrate is an enlightened, 
therapeutic strategy that keeps 
us from adopting a world view 

in which only the negative is 
newsworthy. The ritual of sit
ting shiv ah is an ingenious way 
to ease us back into the world 
while pro viding u s with a 
mechanism for expressing our 
grief. Shivah not only dictates 
the restrictions on our activities 
for the first seven days of mourn
ing, but these same rules urge 
us to leave the house of mourn
ing and return to our daily rou
tine after this period is over. 
There is a time to laugh and a 
time to cry. The laws of Purim 
enjoin us to "get happy" - to 
ensure that we keep our eyes on 
the larger picture. 

We have concerns, yet we also 
have hope. Increasing numbers 
of Jewish children attend day 
schools. While there a re s till 
large numbers of unaffi liated 
Jews, the synagogue movement 
continues to be a vibrant force 
in the lives of its many mem
bers. Jews are searching for spiri
tuality and many are finding 
the necessary resources in Jew
ish ritual. While many of our 
people lack certain basic Jewish 
skills, there are more available 
resources than ever before, in
cluding an increasing numb~r 
of books and courses which 
make Judaism accessible to a ll 
who seek its wisdom and guid
ance. 

In the Conserva tive Move
ment, where we might be for
given for sitting out thi s year's 
celebra tion and focusingi nstead 
on recent unsuccessful efforts 

to change the balance of reli
gious power in Israel, we have 
very real and compelling rea
sons to rejoice. Our youth pro
grams, which bring hundreds 
of teen-agers each year to Israel 
for stays from six weeks to a 
year, continue to thrive. The 
United Synagogue Yeshiva in 
Jerusalem is attracting increas
ing numbers of students from 
all denominations. 

The celebration of Purim is 
preceded by the Fast of Esther. 
This day highlights the depth of 
the tragedy our people faced in 
the days of Mordechai and 
Esther. However, while we cer
tainly focus on this tragedy, we 
also succeed in putting the sad
ness behind us. The Megillah 
reminds us each year of the ef
forts our ancestors made-from 
prayer to political intrigue-to 
ensure our survival. We must 
remain equally vigilant today. 
We can, if we invest the effort, 
not only survi ve but overcome 
the challenges which face us. 

Purim d emands that we not 
lose hope. It requires that we 
look to our past victories and 
retain faith that we will con
tinue to be victorious. The mitz
vah of Purim is simcha, joy and 
happiness. Let us take time out 
this yea r and celebrate. We de
serve it. 

The author is the executive vice 
president of The United Synagogue 
of Conserva tive Judaism, the asso
cia tion of Conservative congrega
tions in North America. 

The Feinstein Chronicles 
March 1998 No. 8 

Her name is Faye Dore. . 
You can find her every Saturday and Sunday. Working Kennedy Plaza. 1:30 to 2:30 m the 

afternoon. Going on two years now. Handing out sandwiches to the needy. _ 
They wait for her every weekend ... 
Her mother and grandmother help make the sandwiches. Her boyfriend helps pass them out. 

35 to 40 of them. Rain or shine. 20 to 30 minutes - ·they' re a ll gone .. . 
Government study says 11,000 Rhode Island children are going hungry. Many more adults. 
A few less are going hungry now. Thanks to Faye Dore. . 
Thanks, also, to 87 ofour junior high/ middle schools. 550 teachers and 14,000 stud ents. Doing 

projects fighting hunger in their communities. Setting an example for schools everywhere. 
Prompted by them, 9 more food pantries across the country opened last month. Plus 2 more 

overseas. 
People reaching out to help others - to soften the misery of hunger. 
People like Faye Dore. And our youngsters. And thei_r teachers. 
Making the world a better place. Because they are mit. . 
Coming up in their honor-the first college scholarship for young people who ha v~ impacted 

on hunger. To be announced shortly by one of our leading universities. And there will be more 
to follow. · . 

The world is changing for the better. Because of people like these. And people like you, who 
care to read about them. 

Alan Shawn Feinstein 
The Feinstein Foundation 

Of Medium and Message 
by Yehudah A. Biss 

-Herald Editor 
In this week's Parsha, the 

Torah describes the Urim 
V'Tumim, which the kohen 
would wear as a breastplate. The 
Urim V'Tumim was re
markable in that it acted 
as a medium and would 
light up when Kohen 
Gadol would query it. It 
acted as a direct source of 
communication between 
G-dand theKohenGadol, 
and was used by many genera
tions during the First Temple. 
But how did this breastplate 
communicate? 

Ramban gives an example of 
how this process took place. 
W~en the Jewish people crossed 

the Jordan and had to under
take the conquest of the land, 
the question arose which tribe 
should begin the battle with the 
Canaanites. The question was 
posted, and the stone of the tribe 
of Judah lit up as well as four 

letters that spelled "yaaleh" -
go up. The kohen deciphered 
these letters, as they were 
scrambled . G-d wanted a par
ticipant on the other side of the 
message to interpret the words 
so as to show that we a ll have a 
hand in our destinv. Indeed, Eli 

\'t:;l :;tt,Sb l llV u~drllJI IU ....J/ 

the Kohen once -mistook one 
message to read "Shikurah" -
she is drunk, when it really said 
"Kashera" - she is a worthy 
woman, regarding Chanah, the 
mother of Samson. 

During the waning 
years of the First Temple; 
King Josiah removed the 
Urim V'Tumim from the 
kohen's breastplate and 
hid it, fearing it would fall 
into the wrong hands. It 
was never found , even 

during the time of the Second 
Temple. 

We see that even when we 
are gi_ven such closeness to G-d, 
there is s till a n e lement of 
"hishtadlot," our own persever-

:i_nc_<;_\~~t ~ '::!~.se~~'.'!L" -- ·-. 



Steve Gorban fo llows the s tar 
of his vocation, his mission, his 
inspiration-thein-gatheringof 
the Sephardim among us. He 
gave a small re.ception at hi s 
home in a sma ll vi llage near 
New Bedford, a place as clear, 
openhearthed and openhearted 
as he is both from his Jewish 
Federation office and wherever 
he goes to get things going. 

R.I. C. Professor Ri chard 
Lobban was there, and S.M.U. 
Professor Bob Waxler, Sousa 
Mendes reps Adelina Axelrod 
and Bernard and Claire Bell, and 
Cape Verdean, Azorea n, and 
Turkish people of Jewish d e
scent. Guests of honor Judith 
Cohen, an ethnomusicologist 
from Montreal,and Rufina Silva 
Mause nbaum of Capetown, 
South Africa, moved a mong the 
diverse and varied crowd, look
ing splendid and speaki ng ani
mated ly_ 

Songs and 
Stories of 
Saudade 

by Mike Fink 
Herald Contributing Reporter 

Scotch on the kitchen counter. 
' The breakfast brought the 

dear and familiar faces of the 
Providence crowd together with 
welcome new faces from over 
the sta te border and from be
yond and before_ Cohen's bal
lads touched al l the countries of 
the Mediterranean basin where 
Jews had gone to escape the 
great purge. Her melodies had 
been derived from Sarajevo and 
Rhodos, from Gypsy camps and 
royal courts, with bawdy over
tones or reli gious undercur
rents. "The drum was made by 
women and held by women. 
There were even drums made 
of simple frypans, the rhythms 
bea ten with spoons. You cou ld 
cook and sing at the same time." 
Following the whimsy and the 
sharp spice of her hippie-sty le 
event, Rufina took the stand and 
fixed the company with her el
egant look and her South Afri

can British eloquence, 
the clarity and g-race 
of her enu nciation. 
She spoke softl y and 
slowly, wiping her 
eyes of the tea rs and 
sorrow of her s tory. 

Steve Gorban and feline friend at home. 

"My parents were 
Portuguese, and 
Christian. But their 
mothers and fathers, 
m y g ra ndpa rents, 
had bee n Jewis h, 
lighting their Friday 
cand les, fasting, go
ing into the fields to 
pray in peace on holy 
days, being labelled Herald photo by Mike Fink 

Judith Cohen in a beaded 
dress, carrying strange drums 
and lutes,sangamedleyoftunes 
from Belmonte and points east
ward among the migration 
routes of con versos, cryptos and 
marranos_ "What a romanti c, 
feudal, exotic place,.Belmonte," 
I said stupidly, and she turned 
on me. "They' re not romantic, 
they ' re human-just people 
who work and get through their 
days like anyone else!" she re
torted with spirit, but also with 
good will. 

Madame Rufina spoke of her 
quest through Kulanu, an orga
niza tion based in Baltimore, 
Md., forconfirmationofherJew
ish identity. "The Inquisition 
discouraged the Portuguese 
people from thinking and learn
ing, forcing you to forget, to hide_ 
But I was chosen to remember, 
and I chose this choice." Kula nu, 
meani ng "All of Us," crosses 
beyond the barriers of our divi
sions, uniting all Jews every
where: They sponsored , along 
with the Rhode Island Sousa 
Mendes Society, the program to 
follow on Sunday morning at 
the Temple Emanu-EI brunch. 
The program would feature both 
the songs of Judith Cohen and 
the words of Rufina 
Mausenbaum. This Saturday 
night preview offered a table of 
desserts, an urn of coffee, de
clared "excellent" by the Cape 
Verde guests, and a bottle of 

crazy. My family left 
the land of their his

tory and went to South Africa, 
where I was born. They sent me 
to a Jewish school. Who was I? I 
spoke no Portuguese, was nei
ther Christian nor Ashkenazic 
Jew, African nor Boer. I came 
from an 'excellent family,' I was 
told, which meant, 'Jewish,' not 
rich or privileged, but proud. 
There are those who hate me, 
who have cut me off, for return
ing to my ancient faith_ But my 
sisters love Israel and accept my 
decision. The Church destroyed 
my past, but not completely. I 
am a single spiritual survivor 
and witness and now I have Jew
ish children and even a Jewish 
future. " 

Two former presidents of the 
Sousa Mendes Society rose to 
acknowledge their presence. 
Alvin Rubin of Wickford spoke 
of local conversos in southeast
ern Massachusetts and within 
Rhode Island, who link their 
present lives with their roots in 
Jewish history. Teixeira actually 
lived in Israel as an art pmfessor 
and textile designer and speaks 
a fine Hebrew. And Professor 
Richard Lobba n joined 
Mausenbaum's lectern to de
clare that secret Jews live every
where upon the globe. "They 
went to each island, each moun
tain, each continent, each city." 

I would like to register this 
report as a Purim story. Queen 
Esther is the emblem of 

(Continued on Page 19) 
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FEATURE 
Jews., Movies, The Dream 

by Mike Fink 
Herald Contributing Reporter 

They call it Hollywoodism 
and claim we were praying in 
shul when we took in the Satur
day matineesin thestudio years. 

Israeli-born Canadian docu
mentary direc tor-produce r 
Simcha Jacobovici and Elliott 
Halpern have put together this 
two-hour video for A&E, and 
it's a grea t event. You can catch 
it on Sunday, March 22 a t 9:00 
p .m_ 

The film begins with the de
piction of a pogrom. Future 
headsof greatstudiosand a new 
industry in America were flee
ing the death and destruction of 
the shtetl world of Russia and 
east Europe- Studios were an
other kind of shtetl, and sons 
and daughters of rabbis and can
tors made visual stories to keep 
their minds off fear and pain. 

You will meet the children 
and grandchildren of these pio
neers, Mayer and Warner and 
Cohn and Zukor as they narrate 
the rise and fall of their fore
bears. "Louis Mayer li ved like a 
caged lion after hi s retirement. 
It confined and ki ll ed him," de
clares Daniel Selznick. Neal 
Gabler, whose book An Empire 
of Their Own serves as the source 
of the movie, makes a bri ll iant 
impression as he spel ls out his 
thesis, that the Jews created a 
shadow world which became in 
time the rea l world of America. 
"They left the east coast where 
Edison had formed a group to 
keep them out of the field, where 
he crafted insulting images of 
Jews and all minorities, and 
found instant success on the 
west coast." 

This superb study carri es you 
from reminder to surprise, from 
prid e to di sa ppointment. 
HUAC, the House Un-Ameri
can Activities Commi ttee of the 
postwar world, turned against 
the very mission that FDR had 
given to Hollywood_ All their 
wartime propaganda, deeply 
felt and beautifully expressed 
patriotis m and idealism, 
worked against them now. The 

studio heads lost their courage, 
gave in to panic and terror, and 
quickly va nished from the scene 
of power and prestige_ 

Louis B. Mayer was actua lly 
in the process of converting to 

Neil Gabler 

Catholicism at the end of his life 
in exile from his throne at MGM. 
He was told he'd be laughed at, 
so he stopped in time to have a 
Jewish funeral. But he did no t 
go down in glory. There are a 
few heros, like actor Edward G. 
Robinson of "Confessions of a 
NaziSpy,"madei nl939, Walter 
Bernstein, blacklisted screen
writer, and Abraham Polonsky, 
blacklisted director, but the 
founders let you down. 

They divorced thei r Jewish 
wives to take safer and more 
glamorous Christian spouses. 
They hid their Hebrew themes 
by letting blacks, Italians, set
tlers or Indians and creatures of 
fantasy and invention stand in 
for their own plight. 

Only non-Jews dealt with 
overtly Jewish topics. "Gentle
men's Agreement" and "Cross
fire" were made by Christians. 
Although the s tudio heads vis
ited the concentration camps, 

Photo courtesy of Associated Producers 

they made no comment and fo l
lowed through with no films. 
And yet, they were all Jews, King 
Ko ng a nd the Frankenstein 
monster, boxers and even some 
of the cowboys. It even all makes 
sense_ They are loners, troubled 
souls fl eeing for their li ves from 
crazed mobs. A pogrom masked 
and transplanted, over and over 
aga in on youiloca l screen. We 
all turned Jewish-€ven as the 
Jews were ceasing to be Jewish 
themselves! 

All the while, in Manhattan 
the Yiddish theater and cinema 
were flourishing on a small 
sca le, turning the tables on the 
west coast formula of assimila
tion and cheap happy endings. 

(Continued on Page 19) 

Jubin On His Way 
by Mike Fink 

Herald Contributing Reporter 
Jubin Meraj edits Hillel's an

nual publication Machberet. 
Majoring in comparative reli
gions and literatures at 
Brown, he has applied 
to law schools for next 
year. We meet on the 
R.I.S.D. campus or at 
some coffee table where 
he brings his kosher 
s nack while we ta lk 
about the magazi ne, 
about his studies, or 
about his future and his 
past. "My parents gave 
me a Persian name so 
that I wouldn't be exotic 
there, and now, here in 
America, of course, I 
am." With his dark hair 
and eyes and his classic 
black and white outfits and a 
silken kippah, he projects both 
intensity and a sturdy poise, as 
he prays in local Orthodox shuls 
and yet mixes in with fellow 
Brownonians with equal calm. 

Our conversation moves 
fromabstractrealmsofthespirit 

to down to earth subjects, like, 
how can you tell if a girl really 
likes you. "Try holding hands," 
I advise, uncertain if that is cor
rect counsel for a frum lad_ 

Jubin Meraj 
Herald photo by Mike Fink 

"So far, all we do is talk and 
maybe look a little. She has a 
special friend, away from here_ 
I have feelings for her, but noth
ing will come of it." JubinMeraj 
also migrated east from Califor
nia, and I meet his friend from 
home there, an Indian classmate 

likewise applying to law 
schools. "My father is from In
dia, but my mother is from Indi
ana, a mid western nurse," says 
Jubin's fellow traveler, fellow 

sojourner- Compara
tive cultures form the 
basis of today's Brown. 

If we don't read a 
common body of let
ters in the same lan
guage, will we lose a 
mutual bond? Or will 
we gain in variety and 
the excitement of shar
ing differences? "Great 
civilizations spring 
from the crossroads," 
Jubin offers, while we 
si t at a sma ll round 
tabl e overlooki ng 
Hope Street. "Las t 
year's Macltberet did a 

piece on the tiles of the syna
gogue in Cochin in southern In
dia," adds Jubin. I ask if I can 
take a snapshot and I report on 
our brief meeting just to note 
how diverse is our Judaism in 
context, content, and conversa
tion. 
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JEWISH COMMUNITY 
ASDS Theater Party 

Benefits Scholarship Fund 
Plans are underway for a gala 

Alperin Schechter Day School 
Theater Party at Trinity Reper
tory Company on April 28 in the 
evening to benefit the Scholar
ship Endowment Fund. Ticket 
holders will enjoy a performance 
of "The Music Man" followed by 
a dessert reception with the cast. 

Committee chairwoman 
Cheryl Teverow said, "Given 
the theme of 'The Music Man,' 
we are asking people to 'jo"in the 
parade' to advance scholarship 
at Schechter. It's a chance to en
joy great musical theater and 
supportJewisheducation. What 
could be better?" 

ASDSeducationvicepresident 
SelmaStanzleradds, "Trinity Rep 
has achieved a national reputa
tion for excellence, and so has 
Alperin Schechter. This is a per
fectopportunitytotoasttwowon
derful community treasures and 
to share a marvelous evening." 

Tickets will be available at 
$50 apiece. There are also op
portunities to support the Schol
arship Fund as a "Principa l 
Player" for a gift of $100 per 
person or as a "Leader of the 
Band" for a gift of $200 per per
son. Principal Players will re
ceive one complimentary ticket. 
Leaders of the Band will receive 
two complimentary tickets. 

Members of the ASDS Music 
Man Theater Party include: Jodi 
Gladstone; Phyllis Harnick; Su
san Rodrigues; Jay Rosenstein; 
William Sikov; Wendy Spellun; 
Selma Stanzler, education vice 
president; Cheryl Teverow, 
chair; and Joyce Wacks. 

For further information, call 
Penney Stein at 751-2470. 

ALPERIN SCHECHTER DAY SCHOOL "Music Man" theater 
party committee members: Cheryl Teverow, Wendy Spellun, 
Susan Rodrigues, William Sikov, Phyllis Harnick and Jay 
Rosenstein. (Not pictured Joyce Wacks and Jodi Gladstone) 

Plroto courtesy of ASDS 

Pawtucket Hadassah Meeting 
On March 23, Pawtucket 

Hadassah will hold a regular 
meeting at Highland Court in 
Providence. The meeting is 
scheduled for 7:30 p.m., and 
the guest speaker will be Varda 
Lev. Her topic for the event 
will be "Passion and Idealism 
in 1929 Jerusalem-A Roman
tic Tale." 

Lev was born in Jerusalem 
and brought up in New York. 
She is a professional piano ac
companist and plays for recit
als, singers, instrumental play
ers. She has taught music at 
Temple Emanu-El Religious 
School for 19 years; she has 
taught Hebrew songs and is now 

directing a Klezmer band for 
s tudents ages 9 to 12. The 
Klezmer group will perform 
before the meeting. 

Coffee and refreshments will 
be served following the meet
ing. Presiding officer and chair
person for the evening is Elaine 
Kroll. Other members of the 
committee are Lillian Schwartz 
and Varda Lev. 

Also included in the meeting 
there will be information con
cerning upcoming events which 
are in the planning stages. A 
raffle and meeting in the spring 
to benefi t Youth Aliyah will be 
discussed, and the upcoming 
date will be announced. 

50'fll 
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A Program of Israeli Folk Songs in 
Concert and Sing-Along 

in honor of 

ISRAEL'S JUBILEE YEAR 
Led by Cantor Wayne Krieger and Nancy Krieger* 

Sunday, March 15th from 9:45 to 11:45 a.m. 
at Temple Sinai, 30 Hagan Avenue, Cranston, R.I. 

The Entire Community Is Invited! 
Sponsored Jointly by Temple Sinai and Temple Am David 

Supported by the Jewish Federation of Rhode Island Endowment Fund 

'The Jew in the 
Lotus' -v -isits MFA 

Producer / director and 
Somerville resident Laurel 
Chi ten's "The Jew in the Lotus," 
a documentary film inspired by 
the book by Rodger Kamenetz, 
will be making its Boston pre
mier on March 19, at the Boston 
Museum of Fine Arts, and will 
be followed by multiple screen
ings at the MFA through May. 

"The Jew in the Lotus" was 
recently granted The New En
gland Film & Video Festival's 
1998 award for Most Outstand
ing Personal Vision and will 
beshowingattheCoolidgeCor
ner Theater for the festival on 
April 2. 

When Rodger Kamenetz was 
asked to chronicle a meeting 
between a group of rabbis and 
the Dalai Lama in India, he en
countered the unexpected -
and his whole life changed. 

In 1990, eight Jewish del
egates traveled to Dharamsala, 
India, to meet with the XIV Dalai 
Lama. The Dalai Lama had in
vited them to share "the secret 
of spiritual survival in exile" 
with the Tibetans, whose loss of 

homeland and Diaspora paral
leled their own. To Rodger 
Kamenetz, the request seemed 
fantastic: "As my grandfather 
might have said, 'Who would 
have thought to ask?"' 

A confirmed materialist who 
never looked to religion for an
swers, Kamenetz was an un
likely pilgrim,a natural skeptic 
who was lost and didn't quite 
know it. The death of his infant 
son a nd the derailing of his ca
reer had left him adrift in a sea 
of doubt. His subsequent expe
rience with the overwhelming 
suffering in India and the sus
tained compassion of the Ti
betan Buddhists brought down 
his finely wrought defenses, 
and forced him to look for a 
way out of his own pain. 
Kamenetz found his way back 
to Judaism - the tradition of 
his birth. 

Inspired by the book, The Jew 
in the Lotus reveals the path to 
Rodger's transformation with 
insight and humor. 

For more information, call 
(617) 965-0712. 

Paul Zim Makes 
Sharon Appearance 

Paul Zim, internationally ac
claimed stage, screen and record
ing star, will be featured in a spe
cial concert on March 22, 7 p.m. at 
Temple Israel of Sharon, Mass. 

Zim, known worldwide as 
'The Jewish Music Man," will 
give the audience an exhilarat
ing, whirlwind tour of Jewish 
music, including Israeli, tradi
tional, Yiddish, Broadway and 
other popular tunes. 

Praised by the Jewish Press as 
"a must for young and old," Zim 
is one of the acknowledged lead
ers in the renaissance of Jewish 
music in America. Thisfun, high
energy concert will blend kid
friendly themes with adult music 
appeal, backed by an all-star band. 

Zim has released more than25 
best-selling recordings in his 20-
year career. He's appeared in key 
roles on Broadway.and in major 
motion pictures. The March 22 
concert is his first appearance in 
New England this year. 

"In Concert with Paul Zim" is ,, -

sponsored in part by the Sandra 
Gamm Memorial Fund for Mu
sic and the Creative Arts. The 
family and friends of Sandra 
Gamm established this fund 
years ago to honor her memory. 

Because of the generosity of 
the fund, tickets to the Zim con
cert have been reduced to only 
$5 general admission (orders 
placed by March 15) or $8 gen
eral admission (at the door or 
placed after March 15). Advance 
tickets are recommended as most 
Zim concerts sell out quickly. 

To reserve advance tickets, 
send checks payable to Temple 
Israel Cantor's Music Fund, 
Temple Israel, 125 Pond St., 
Sharon, MA 02067. 

Temple Israel of Sharon is 
located at 125 Pond St. The con
cert will be held in their beauti
ful new sanctuary, which fea
tures ou tstanding acoustics and 
a state-of-the-art sound system. 
Forinformation, call the Temple 
Israel box office, (781) 784-3986. 

• - ,. r ~~.,-- ~, -.. ~ 
LAURELMEAD ''' 
Distinguished Adult Cooperative Living_ 

OPEN HOUSE 
We invite you to 

Laurelmead 
on 

Sunday, March 8th - 1 to 3 pm 
For further information call 273~9550 

Please come see what we are all about ... -,~ 355 Blackstone Blvd., Providence, RI 02906 -,~ 
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JEWISH COMMUNITY 
Brown-RISD Hillel Presents 
Jewish Women's Week 1998 

The Brown-RISO Hillel Foun
dation is pleased to announce 
its fifth annual Jewish Women's 
Week, during the firs t week in 
March. Jewish Women's Week 
is a week of programming that 
explores and celebrates Jewish 
women's history, culture and 
spirituality, and is run in con- · 
junction with Women's History 
Month. 

March 7 

Jewish Film Festival, 6:30 
p .m.·at the Rhode Island School 
of Design Auditorium. The sec
ond annua l Jewish film festiva l 
opens with "The Return of 
Sarah's Daughters," a provoca
tive documentary about three 
modern Orthodox women, and 
Nick and Rachel, a fi lm about a 
romance between an Orthodox 
Jewish woman and a non-Jew
ish man. Also, at midnight, there 
will be a specia l showing of 
"Dirty Dancing." For more in
formation about the film festi
val, contact Melissa Chernofsky 
at ext. 2805. 

Acts of Power: the Jewish 
Women's Cultu ral Show, 9 p.m., 
Andrews Dining Hall on the 
Brown campus. The highlight 
of Jewish Women's' Week, the 
fifth annua l Jewish Women's 
Cultural Show showcases the 
performing and artistic talents 
of Jewish women. 

March 8 

Israel at 50, 7 p.m., "The Fly
ing Camel," directed by Rami 
Na'aman, 90 min., Israel 1994. 
This film focuses on Bauman, 
an eccentric Jewish professor, 

and Phares, a Palestinian rub
bish collector. Both collectors of 
relics of the past, these two men 
become a metaphor for Arab
Jewish rela tions. 

March 9 

Communities in Conflict, 7 
p.m., "The Sneetches." An ani
ma ted version of the Dr. Suess 
poem abou t two communi ties 
of "sneetches," one with s tars 
and one without. A fascinati ng 
a llegory on prejudice and com
munity. 

"Blacks and Jews," directed 
by Alan Snitow and Deborah 
Kaufman,85minutes, USA 1996. 
Without nosta lgia,a Black/ Jew
ish filmmaking team revea ls the 
truth, even when it is painful. 
"Blacks a nd Jews" goes beyond 
the explosive headlines of the 
riots in Crown Heights; the Mil
lion Man March, the controversy 
whenstudentsinOakland were 
ejec ted from a s howi ng of 
"Schindler's List," and "block 
busting" in Chicago to look at 
how the media shapes and fo
ments conflict. 

March 10 

Politics and Everyday Life, 7 
p.m., "Unknown Secrets: Art 
and the Rosenberg Era," 28 min., 
USA 1990. A provocative and 
moving portrait of the Cold 
War's first victims- Julius and 
Ethel Rosenberg- through the 
words and images' of artists 
Pablo Picasso, Sue Coe, Arthur 
Mi ller and Adrienne Rich. 

"Song of the Siren," 91 min., 
Israel 1994. On the eve of the 
Gulf War, Ta li!a Katz, a smart, 

Temple Shalom Hosts 
Shabbat Across America 

March 20 members of Aquidneck Island's Jewish community 
will gather at Temple Shalom in an unpara lleled display of Jewish 
revitalization and interdenominational unity . Conceived and or
ganized by the National Jewish Outreach Program, "Shabbat 
Across America"- represents a united effort by Judaism's four 
major movements to renew interest on observing the Sabbath. 

Temple Shalom will beoneofhundredsofsynagogues through
out the continent that will simultaneously open its doors to all 
those w ho would like to join together to experience and rejoice in 
a traditional Sabbath service and festive meal. Led by Rabbi Marc 
S. Jagolinzer, attendees will experience an interacti ve Friday night 
service and a traditiona l Sabbath dinner wi th all the rituals ex
plained. The event will commence at 6 p .m. 

Located at 223 Valley Road in Middletown, Temple Shalom has 
been an innovator in Jewish programming and education. This is 
their second year participating in Shabbat Across 1merica pro
gramming. 

The cost of the dinner is $10 per adult and $6 for children 10 years 
of age and under. Reservations can-be made by sending a check to 
the temple. For further information, call the temple at 846-9002. 

sexy-Tel Aviv advertising execu
tive, dumps her self-centered 
boyfriend and pursues the sweet 
but emotionally remote Noah. 
As neighbors and fri ends don 
gas masks in sealed rooms, Talila 
is consumed with matters of the 
heart. Talila is irreverent, auda-. 
cious, and funny and she is con
temptuous of the traditio nal 
macho va lues woven through 
Israeli society. This film attracted 
more moviegoers than all other 
Israeli films of 1994 combined. 

Following this evening's 
screenings will be a dessert re
ceptioncelebrating the 1998 Jew
ish Film Festival. For more in
formation, ca ll 863-2805. 

Congregation 
Ohawe Sholam 

Hosts Purim 
Seudah 

On March 12 at 4:45 p.m., 
Congregation Ohawe Shalam, 
671 East Ave., Pawtucket, will 
host its Purim Seudah. A three
course chicken dinner will be 
served and the entire commu
nity is invited . The cost is $10 
per adult, $7.50 per child under 
12 with a fami ly maximum of 
$35. Chi ldren under 2 are free . 

For reservations or further 
information, ca ll Linda Kessler 
at 726-6633 or Nita Pliskin at 
725-3886. 

Women's Seder 
Celebration 

Temple Beth-El in Providence 
is once agai n planning a 
"Women's Celebration of Free
dom," a sed er especially de
signed for women of a ll ages. 
This intergenerational gather
ing will enable women to come 
together to study, pray and re
affirm their commi trnent as Jew
ish women. Two members of 
our community, Alla Goman 
and Anna Prager, wi ll share 
their personal passages of free
dom at this seder. 

A traditiona l seder meal will 
be served. The unique seder is 
led by Ca_ntor Ida Rae Cahana. 
Save the date: April 16 at 6 p .m. 
at Temple Beth-El, by reserva
tion only. Cost is $18 per per
son. Reserva tion deadline is 
Apri l 6. 

For more information, con
tact Gloria Jarcho at 331-6070. 

AOL ASSISTED DAILY LIVING, INC. 

Public relations/writing 
ability; administrative 
and computer ski lls. 

Part-Time 
Monday-Thursday 
Some evenings. 

Send resume to 

~~ 
Certified Home Health Agency 

, R.N.'s - L. P.N.'s • Homemakers • Nursing Assistants 
• Live-Ins • Child Care Nannies • Sleep-ins 

Rehab Specialists 
PT -OT-ST 

Screened , Bonded , Insured , 0R.N. - Supervised Homes• Hospitals 
Nursing Homes, Schools , 24 Hour Service • 7 Days A Week 

MEDICARE • MEDICAID • BLUE CROSS 
RI HADASSAH AND ALL PRIVATE INSURANCES ACCEPTED 

Call Today fo r "Free" R.N. Home Assessment 
1150 New London Ave. E.O.E. -All Applicants Welcome 

Cranston 02920 14 Old Pocasset Lane, Johnston ................................. ..... 453-5470 
AX -~~J! 250 Centerville Road, Warwick .............. ........... ............. ... 738-5470 , L.lJ:==~~~=:::f=:t=::::=;;:;;==::::u.....;:.. ____ ---:-__ ___. 

JERI Volunteer Brings Soccer 
Playing Dog to Cedar Crest 

Buddy, the soccer-playing 
dog, is always popular when his 
master, Herb Meister, a Jewish 
Eldercare of Rhode Island vol
unteer, brings him toCedarCrest 
nursing home for a visit. Resi
dents enjoy wa tching Buddy 
dribble the soccer ball and take 
turns throwing a tennis ball for 
him to fetch. Buddy, a 10-year
old, affectionate cocker spaniel, 
who makes the rounds for pat
ting and attention. He is a li vely 
addition to the morning coffee 
break. 

Buddy came to live with the 
Meister fa mily about a year ago 
when his former fa mily moved 
across country and ·could not 
take him along. Meister, a long
time JERJ volunteer, decided to 
try bringing Buddy along on 
one of his regular visits to Ruben 
Salk a t Cedar Crest. Buddy is 
now a welcome gues t every 

month or two. 
JERI reaches out to Jewish 

residents at nursing homes, resi
dential care/assisted living fa
cilities and retirement commu
nities throughout the state. The 
JERJ staff promotes a Jewish 
presence, provides program
ming for the holidays and ar
ra nges friendly visits with vo l
unteers. Volunteers are an es
sential part of the JERI program. 
They visit with residents and 
offer seniors the chance to so
cia lizeand engage in casual con
versation. These visits supple
ment visi ts by the JERI staff and 
rabbis, bringing a sense of car
ing and community to those who 
may be isola ted from their 
former connections to Judaism. 

For information on the JERI 
program or to volunteer, contact 
Penny Faich or Bonnie Ryvicker 
a t 621-5374 or 350-3725. 

BUDDY, the soccer-playing dog, takes a break for some attention 
from a friend at Cedar Cre'st nursing home. Buddy's master, Herb 
Meister, a JERI volunteer, brings him to Cedar Crest periodically 
to visit. Photo courtesy of /ERi 

Cloning Discussion 
A unique series of special interest programs under the spoi:isor

ship of Temple Am David will be kicked off March 15, with a 
discussion of cloning. 

The two-hour evening session is part of the temple's on-going 
series entitled "Facing the Future." It is open to the community at 
no charge. · _ 

The inaugur,il l session on March 15, "Cloning: Asking th: Right 
Questions," will feature the Rev. Dr. David A. Ames, Episcopal 

· chaplain at Brown University and lectureron medical ethics. Adding 
a medical perspective will be Dr. Aaron Sherman, a Warwick obste-
trician/ gynecologist. . 

The session will be held from 6 to 8 p .m. and will be preceded by 
a light supper at the temple (40 Gardiner St.). 

Reservation for the session is required and may be made by 
calling the temple office at 463-7944. 

6 Where children learn, 
laugh, and grow! 

Suppo_rtive, encouraging, experienced! 

• Infant Toddler Center 
• Preschool 
• Kindergarten 
PIUS; .. 

• Enrichment classes for children K-12 

And ... 
Discover the ideal solution for working 
parents with our: 
• Fu ll-day programs 
• After-school prog rams 
• Summer, Travel, and Vacation Camps! 

Jewish Community Center of Rhode Is land 
401 Elmgrove Avenue • Providence, RI 02906 
(401) 861-8800 
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PURIM 

The Show Must Go On 
Merrymaking, masquerading 

and revelry have long been 
staples of Purim, a minor Jewish 
holiday commemorating the es
cape of the Jews of Persia from 
an evil plot to destroy them long 
ago. Noisemakers, costumes and 
carnivals feature prominently in 
the festivities. But no celebration 
would be complete without the 
traditional "Purim-spiel," a ski t 

or send-up of the Purim 
story. In fac t,eastern Eu
ropean Jewish commu
nities had whole "theat-

Other Purim Traditions 

• Baskets of goodies known 
as mishloach manot are ex
changed. These often include 
sweets, fruit, wine, jams and 
hamentaschen. 

Hamentaschen are poppy
seed-, prune-, or apricot-fi lled 
cookies shaped like the tri-cor
nered ha t worn by Haman, the 
story's villain. 

• Gifts to the poor (matanat 
l'evyonim) are also given, usu
ally in the form of special contri
butions to a favorite charity. 

Purim Megillah 19th or 20th century Austria 
Courtesy of the Library of the Jewish 77,eological Seminary 

rical seasons" revolv
ing around I5urim at the 
turn of the century. 
· Costumed worship
ers arrive at the syna

gogue where frivolity abounds. 
Noisemakers to blot out the 
villain 's name are passed 
around and the reading of the 
Scroll ofEsther (Megillah Esther) 
b egi n s. And s hortl y, the 
synagogue's off-off-off-off-off
Broadway players will barge in, 
interrupt the reading, and the 
spiel will begin. ' 

What Are You 
Doing For Purim? 

If you planonattendingsome 
of the exciting Purim events tak
ing place throughout Rhode Is
land and southeastern Massa
chusetts, don' t forget to take pic
tures and tell the Herald! All pho
tos, captions and articles must 
be mailed to: Rhode Island Jewish 
Herald, P.O. Box 6063, Provi
dence, R.I. 02940, by March 16. 

Purim at the Jewish 
Theological Seminary 

• Tzedakah Campaign: Ev
ery year, before Purim, the list 
goes around the seminary. It 
contains the names of every per
son in the seminary community: 
s tudents, facu lty, administra
tion and staff. Each name comes 
at a price and the money col
lected, a hefty amount most 
years, is distributed to charities 
throughout the New York area, 
around the country and in Is
rael. When Purim arrives, the 
boxes a re delivered, filled with 
delicious treats, one to a cus
tomer with a lis t a ttached in
cluding the names of all the 
people who sent the box. 

• Megillah.Reading: On the 
evening of March 11, two early 
readings will be held followed 
by a Purim celebration. 

• Purimspiel: On March 12, 
the megillah will be read during 
services in the seminary syna
gogue, fo llowed by a commu
nity gathering. 

Temple Shalom 
Celebrates Purim 

Purim will be- celebrated in 
grand style at Temple Shalom 
and The Samuel Zi lman 
Bazarsky Religious School this 
year. The school is currently tak
ing harnantaschen orders which 
come in prune, poppy, choco
late, cherry and apple and will 
be delivered in time for the holi
day. 

On March 9, various grades 
of the re ligio us school will 
present Purim plays for fellow 
students and parents under the 
direction o f Laura Berkson. 

On March 11, commencing at 
7 p .m., the Megillah will be 
chanted by Rabbi Marc S. 
Jagolinzer, David Reidy, Sarah 
Snydacker, Ben Snydacker, 
Heather Romanelli, Jonathan 
Jagolinzer, Jocelyn Anthony and 
Hannah Lichtenstein. There will 
beacostumeparade,holidaysing
along and refreshments for all . 
Special gifts will also be clistrib
uted to all those who come in 
costume. 

On March 14, at 7:30 p.m. 
there will be a Purim Talent 
Show, which will host a variety 
of first class acts. It will be held 
in the socia l hall and is open to 
the public. Refreshments will 
be Served and the cost of admis
sion is $2 per person. 

And rounding out the holi
day celebration, there will be a 
Purim Carniva l complete with 
games, prizes, raffles and deli
cious food on March 15 between 
the hours of 11 am. and 1 p.m. 

For further information, ca ll 
the temple office at 846-9002. 

Purim Razzle 
This year's Purim Razzle at 

the Chabad House in Provi
dence will take place March 11 
and 12. "Megi llah to Stir Your 
Soul" begins at 6 p .m. on March 
11 and at 8 p.m . on March 12. 
Enjoy drinks, hamentaschen, 
music and dancing. The Purim 
Shpielers will also be present 
for Purim Razzle. Prizes will be 
given to children in costume. 

For more information, call 
273-7238. 

PURIM IS THE TIME TO ... 
March 11 and March 12, 1998 

LISTEN to the reading of 
the Megilla (Book of 

Esther) this year 1998 
March 11 and again on 

March 12, thereby 
recounting and reliving 

in our own day the 
miracle of Purim. 

SEND a gift of at least 
two kinds of prepared 

foods (pastry, fruit, 
beverage, etc.) to at 

least one friend. 
( Each item of food 

should be at least one 
ounce or more, 3.5 
ounces for liquids). 

GIVE charity to two or 
more people. If you 

cannot find poor 
people, pla~e at 

least two coins in the 
charity box. In the 

Megilla, this is called 
"Matonos L' evyonim." 

[i] 
EA Tthe festive Purim 

meal and rejoice in the 
Purim Spirit. 

More Purim Information ... 
FAST OF ESTHER 
The day before Purim we fast. This 
commemorates the day of prayer and 
fasUng the Jews held before their victorious 
battle . It Is also customary, before the 
mlncha prayers on this day, to give 3 half
dollars to charity. This commemorates the 
yearly contribution by all Jews to the Holy 
Tempte in the Hebrew month of Ader. 

ALHANISSIM 
Remember to add 
In the Amidah 
prayer, and also In 
the Grace After 
Meas, the special 
part for Purim, 
beginning with "Al 
Henlsslm." 

INVOLVE THE 
CHILDREN 
As in all Mltzvot, 
encourage young children 
to fulfill the Purim 
Mltzvot. Boys and girls 
past Bar or Bat Mltzvah 
are obligated, as adults, 
In all Purim Mltzvot. 

PURIM MITZVOT 
The Purim Mitzvot (precepts) 
demonstrate the unity and 
togetherness of the Jewish 
people. The more charity and 
Purim presents one gives, the 
better. 

Submlt!ed by Rabbi L,.ufer 
o(Chabad Hou~ Providence 

Esther's Story Inspires 
Jews to Make Critical 

Life Decisions 
by Katy Z. Allen 

WAYLAND, Mass. QT A)-1 
am walking in the woods near 
my home - the story of Purim, 
of Esther, is on my mind, as it 
has been for several d ays. She 
and her situation have been trou
bling me. 

Esther was a heroine, right? 
Of course! She saved the Jews of 
Shushan! But why clid Mordecai 
have to tell her what todo? Why 
didn' t she think of it herself? 
Didn't she realize tha t if she kept 
quiet, her entire people would 
perish? 

Did Esthe r expec t to be 
spared because no one in the 
palace knew she was a Jew? 
Would she have been content to 
live whi le all her people died? 
Did she simply assume that if 
she went to the king, she would 
fail, and so she saw no point in 
doing anythi ng? 

But she wasn' t stupid! Look 
how she handled the situation 
once she knew what she had to 
do. She asked everyone to sup
port her by fasting, to give her 
strength. Then she asked the king 
and Haman to come to a ban
quet. She fed the two men well 
and gave them plenty to drink. 
Only then did she tell the king of 
Haman's treachery. lttookbrains 
to plan such a strategy! 

Then, of course, I think of 
how Esther reached her posi
tion, through her beauty. I know 
I would never be able to win a 
beauty contest, even if I had the 
motivation to enter. It makes it 
tough to relate. · 
. These thoughts, and more, 
churn in my mind as I walk the 
woodland trail. More than sim
ply understanding Esther, I 
want to understand what she 
means to me. What can her ac
tions tell me about my own life, 
my own behavior? 

I reach a familiar stream. In 
August, it is na rrow. In April, it 
spi lls across its banks and be
comes a small river. Today,on a 
chi lly New England winter day, 
it is something in between. 

I stand on the narrow wooden 
planks tha t serve as a bridge, 
and in the si lence l watch and 
listen to the water tumbling 
along its way. It bubbles and 
bounces, with no question, no 
ambiguity about w here it is 
headed-downstream, toward 
the river, eventually to the sea. 

I continue on my way, cross
ing the bridge and leaving be
hind the bubbling brook. Skirt
ing patches of ice, I continue 
through the woods, across an 
open meadow, anddown to the 
river's edge. 

· (Continued on Page 19) 

Purim and Folklore 
Diane Wolkstein, 
illustrated by Juan Wijngaard, 
Mulberry Books, Jan . 1998 

Written in the form of a di
ary, fo lklorist Diane Wolkstein 
brings to life the story of Esther, 
revea ling the transformation of 
a shy orphan girl into a compas
sionate queen who is willing to 
risk the wra th of a king to save 
her people. In Esther's Story, 
award -winni ng arti s t Juan 
Wijngard captures this biblica l 
heroine's majesty and human
ity wi th his magnificently de
tailed paintings. 

Together, two masters have 
crea ted a picture book of beauty 
that pays tribute to Esther, 
whose courage and wisdom are 
celebrated throughouttheworld 
during the joyo·us feast of Purim. 

Diane Wolkstein first told the 

Book of Esth e r at Temple 
Copernic in Paris, in 1966. Since 
then it has remained one of her 
favorite retellings. For many 
years she has woven together 
biblical text and oral legends for 
presenta tions at colleges and 
muse ums throug hout the 
United States. 

Juan Wijngaard received an 
M.A. in illus tration from the 
Roya l College of Art in England. 
He has wo n several major 
awards for his artwork, includ

·ing the Kate Greenaway Medal 
for Sir Gawain and the Loathly 
Lady, by Selina Hastings·. His 
artwork has been on exhibition 
throughout Europe, including 
Paris, at the Pompidou Center, 
and London, at the Victoria and 
Albert Museum, as well as New 
York and Los Angeles. 

Purim Festivities at 
Congregation Agudas Achim 

Festivi ties to celebrate the 
Jewish holiday of Purim are 
scheduled for March 11 and 
M arch 15 at Congregation 
Agudas Ac him, 901 N . Main St., 
Attleboro, Mass. 

The holiday of Purim, also 
known as the Feast of Lots, cel
ebrates a victory ot the Jews of 
Shushan in Persia, who were 
saved from a decree ofannihila
tion. Traditional celebration in
cludes costumes for adults a nd 
chi ldren, skits, treats and noise
makers. 

The festivities begin March 
11 at 5:30 p.m. with a potluck 
dinner and costume parade for 
adults and children. This will be 
followed by the Megillah read
ing at 7 p.m. Following the Jew
is h tradition of Matanot 

L'Evyonim, gifts to the poor at 
Purim, a collection will be re
ceived to be distributed to the 
poor in Israel on Purim day arid 
to help the Food and Friends 
Kitchens in Attleboro, North 
Attleboro and Mansfield. If you 
wish to attend the Potluck Din
ner, R.S.V.P. by March 8 to Jill 
Levine at (508) 226-1123. 

The festivities continue on · 
March 15 with a Purim Carnival 
from 11 a. m. until 1 p.m. Exci t
ing games, cool prizes, face paint
ing, hot dogs, popcorn and fun 
are in store! All children in cos
tume receive 10 free tickets. 

All are welcome to join the 
fun and attend these festivities. 
For more information, contact 
Congregation Agudas Achim at 
(508) 222-2243. 
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PURIM 
Three-Cornered Pastries 
Come With Range of Fillings 

Purim Patter 
by Robert A. Harris 

While imbibing too much liquor in a manner much detestable 
(The service was chaotic but the food was quite comestible) 
King Achashverosh made requests that Vashti found 

by Naomi Arbit 
BAYSIDE (JTA)-Purirn, the 

joyous ·holiday celebrating de
liverance from Ham a n's in
tended rn;rnsacre, is celebrated 
with the reading of the rnegi llah, 
the Book of Esther, in the syna
gogue. It is followed by carni
vals with people incosturne,and 
the sending of shalach rnanot 
srnall packages of sweets - to 
rela tives and friends. 

H arna ntaschen, the tradi
tional three-cornered sweet 
pastry served at this holi
day, w ill freeze well if 
stored in air-tight contain
ers . There are di ffere nt 
ways to prepare harna n
taschen and severa I op
tions for pastry fi lling. 

Basic Hamantaschen 

1 cup sugar 
1/2cup oil 
3 eggs 
1/ 2 cup orange juice 
4 cups flour 
2 tsp . baking powder 
1 tsp. salt 

Preheat oven to 350 deg rees. 
Mix the sugar wi th the oil, 

then add the eggs one at a time. 
Add orange juice, mixing well. 
Blend with the dry ingredients. 
Chill the dough foi-one hour. 

Roll .dough out thinly on a 
floured board. Flour the rim of a 
glass and cut ci rcles. Spread one 
teaspoon of your favorite filling 
in the center and pinch the circle 
to make a tria ng le. Pla ce 
ha rna ntaschen o n a lig htly 
greased baking sheet. Bake for 
20 minutes or until lig htly 
browned . 

Low-Cholesterol 
Hamantaschen 

6 egg whites 
1 cup sugar 
3/ 4cupoil 
1 tsp . vanilla extract 
4 1/ 3 cups flour 
1 Tbsp . baking powder 
1 / 2 tsp. salt 

Preheat the oven to 350 d e
grees. 

Using an electric mixer, beat 
six of the egg whites with the 
sugar, oil and vanilla until well 
blended . Combine the flour, 
baking powder and salt, and 
blend into the egg mixture. Mix 
well. 

Roll the dough on a floured 
board (1 / 8- to 1/ 4-inch thick). 
Cut into circles using a cookie 
cutter or glass. Place 1 teaspoon 
of your favorite filling in the 
center and pinch the circle to 
make a triangle. Leave a bit of 
the filling visible in the center. 

Place the harnantaschen on a 
lightly greased baking sheet. 
Bake for 20 minutes or u ntil 
lightly browned . 

Apple Filling 

1 cup applesauce 
1 /2cupraisins, p lumped and 

drained 
1/2 cup toasted chopped 

walnuts 
1/8 tsp. cinnamon 

Combine, all the ingredients 
in a bowl and blend well. Cover 
wi th plastic wrap and refriger
a te unti l ready to use. 

Chocolate Filing 

1/ 2 cup cocoa 
1/2 cup sugar 
1/ 4 cuprnilk, cream or coffee 
1 cup toasted chopped wal-

nuts 

Combine all ingredients in a 
bowl and mix thoroughly. Cover 
with plastic wrap and refriger- . 
a te until ready to use. 

Walnut-Honey filling 

1 cup toasted chopped wal
nuts 

3/ 4cuphoney 
1 / 3 cup bread 

crumbs 
Zest of one orange 

In a saucepan, cook the wa l
nuts, honey and bread crumbs 
over low heat u ntil thick, s tir
ri ng constantly. Remove from 
the heat and stir in the orange 
zest. Cover with plastic wrap 
and refrigerate until ready to 
use. 

Apricot Filling 

1 lb. dried apricots 
3 cups water 
1 cup sugar 
1 Tbsp. grated lemon rind 

Cocoa Fruit Balls 

21/ 2 cups (abou t 12 ounces) 
dried mixed fn.ti ts 

1 1 / 4 cups (about 8 ounces) 
Mission figs 

1 cup flaked coconut 
2 Tbsp . orange juice 
2 Tbsp. honey 
1/ 2 cup u nsweetened cocoa 
Coatings: Chopped nuts, 

unsweetened cocoa, 2(J 
sprinkles / r-.. · 

C hop dried · • 
fruits and coconut in , 
a food processor using 
the steel blade. Add orange 
juice, honey and cocoa; mix well. 
Refrigera te until thoroughly 
chi lled. Shape mixture into 1 1 / 
4-inch balls. roll in desired coat
ing. Place each ball in a candy 
paper. Store in a tightly covered 
container sheets of waxed pa
per at room tempera ture. Makes 
about four dozen. 

Chocolate Bonbons 

8 ounces cream cheese, soft
ened 

4 cups powdered sugar 
5 ounces unsweetened choco

la te, melted 
1 tsp. vanilla 

Cook apricots in water 
to cover until very soft, ~ 
adding more wa ter if 
necessary. Add sugar 

chopped toasted pecans 
cocoa powder 

Gradua lly best pow
d ered su gar into the 
cream cheese. Ad d until fruit comes to a 

boil. Remove from stove; s tir in 
lemon ri nd . Cool. ' · 

Kreplach 

Dough 
4 cups flour 
1/ 2 tsp . salt 
4eggs 
2 Tbsp . oil 

melted chocola te and 
vanilla; mix well. Chi ll several 
hours. Shape into ]-inch balls; 
roll in pecans, cocoa or addi
tional powdered sugar. Chill. 
Place in candy cups if desired. 
Makes about for dozen. 

incestable 
the courtiers thought her disobedience obscene. 
For a ball like Cinderella' s they extended invita tions 

To the maidens of the empire from every walk and station 
And by virtue of a series of intriguing machinations 
Esther, niece of Mordechai, became the Persian queen! 

·chorus: 

Though her Jewish name's Hadassa 
She was faithful to her "boss-a" 
and she kept the Hebrew quiet, she's the Persian queen! 

The Persian ki ng then authorized position autocratic 
To Haman who hated Jews with an antipathy dogmatic. 
Anti-Semites cheered but Jews, of course, were somewhat 

less ecsta tic, 
And when Morty wouldn' t bow it made the prime-time news. 

So the wicked planned and plo tted schemes of liquidation 
Mordechai in ash was fasting with alarm and trepidation 
Esther fina lly knew tha t to the King she must pass informa-

tion 
but it really seemed tha t Harnan had pu t on the screws! 

Chorus: 

(Though G-d's name is never mentioned 
Haman shouldn' t have paid attention 
'Cause when G-d is on the Jewish side the bad guys lose!) 

Esther mad~ a party for the Kin!i and Harnan was invited 
She exposed the villain's plans and pleaded ma tone 

excited 
"Will ou r people, loyal servants of the King, be thus re-

qui ted?!" 
To the garden went the King with feelings of dismay. 

Harnan realized to save his life he must be enterprising 
So he fell on Esther' s couch (a funny way of temporizing!) 
Achashverosh came and saw the situation cornpromising 
Ham~n wished he hadn' t gotten out of bed that day! 

Chorus: 

Mordechai became prime-minister 
As they hung Harnan, sinister . 
And Jews have celebrated Purim since that day! 

Dr. Robert Harris is visiting assistant professor of Bible at the 
Jewish Theological Seminary. 

Place the flour and salt 9n a 
wooden board and make a well 
in the center. Break the eggs into 
the well and add the oil. With a 
fork, bea t the eggs a nd oil, 
gradually drawing the flour 
from the edge of the well and 
incorporating it into the egg 
mixture to form a dough. 

'Make Your Own Megillah' 

Knead the dough for 5 to 10 
minutes, working in extra flour 
as needed . 

Cut the dough into 3-inch 
squares. Place 1 teaspoon of the 
meat filling on each square. 
Brush the edges of the dough 
squares with water and fold into 
a triangle. Pinch the ed ges to 
seal. 

Drop the kreplach into lightly 
salted boiling water and cook, 
uncovered, for 15 minutes. Re
move with a slotted spoon. 

Kr/'?p lach are traditionally 
served in a soup, but can be 
boiled and then fried in oil and 
served as a starch. 

After being formed, kreplach 
can be placed on a cookie sheet 
and frozen. Transfer to plastic 
bags for freezer storage. 

Meat Filling 

1 small onion, chopped 
3/4 pound cooked ground 

meat 
1 egg 
Salt and pepper to taste. 
Sa ute the onion with the 

ground mea t. Drain excess fa t. 
Combine with the egg, salt and 
pepper. 

1/ 1 r .. l c.1-1 If) . , ,r 11 ! 1f,"I 'i 

Judyth Groner and Madeline 
Wik/er; illustrated by Katherine 
Janus Kahn; Kar-Ben Copies, Inc., 
32 pgs; March 1998 

The story of Purim to color, 
cut out, and assemble into a 
rnegillah (scroll) highlights this 
colorful reissue of a holiday fa
vorite. 

The book begins with an in
troduction to holiday customs 
at home and in the synagogue 
with dazzling portray
als of the Purim char
acters, lavishly illus
trated crafts pages, and 

' holiday blessings and 
songs. The artist chal
lenges youngsters to 
complete the intricate 
drawings that accom
pany the story of the 
Jewish people's victory 
over wicked Haman. 

Firs t published in 
1976 as part of Kar
Ben's My Very Own 
holiday se ries, the 
M_egillah is a perfect 
holiday introduction 
for young children. In addition 
to learning the Purim story, they 
may make shalach ma not baskets 
to deliver holiday treats, design 
Purim costumes and masks, and 
ba ke chocolate chip haman
taschen, filled cookies eaten on 
the holiday. 

Katherine Kahn has illustrated 
an impressive list of Jewish 
children's books, including the 
Sammy Spider series, A Family 
Haggadah, and Jewish Holiday 
Crafts for Little Hands. Judyth 

· GronerandMadelineWikler who 
founded Kar-Ben Copies in 1975, 
have written several books in
cluding My Very Oum Haggadah 
and ThankYou G-a,AJewishChild's 
Book of Prayer. The company pub-

lishesmore than 100 Jewish books 
and calendars for young children 
and their families. 

Other Kar-Ben Copies, Inc., 
titles for Purim include: A Cos
tume For Noah, Susan Topek/ ill. 
by Sally Springer. Noah's class
mates are planning their cos-

turnes for the Purim parade . Bu t 
Noah's family is preoccupied 
with the arrival of a new baby. 
The fourth in the Noah series. 
(Ages 4 to 6) · 

Purim Fun For Little Hands, 
Katherine Janus Kahn. Simple 
craft, coloring, and activity pages 
bring the Purim story to life. 
Make a megillah, have a puppet 
show, play with holiday symbol 
cards. With picture story and col

orful board gam e. 
(Ages3 to 7) 

The Whole Megillah 
(Almos t) , Shosha na 
Silberman/ ill. . by K. 
Kahn. Selected He
brew verses, English 
chap ter summaries, 
comm e nta ry, and 
lively pictures. With a 
10-act play. (Ages 5 
and up). 

It Happened in 
Shushan , Harriet K. 
Fed er, ill. by Roz 
Scha nzer . A nifty 
Purim rebus, guaran
teed to m a ke you 

laugh. (Ages 3 to 7) 
The Purim Parade, Katherine 

Kahn. Watch the children cut, 
paste, and color their costumes 
and join in the Purim Parade. 
(Ages 1 to 3) 

For informa tion, call (800) 4-
KARBEN. 
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BAR MITZVAH • BAT MITZVAH • BIRTHDAY 

:J>~,wt£<1, ~ , ro 'JO- dai4f . . . 
f,o4 CUUJ ~km 

RHODE ISLAND'S PREMIER 
KOSHER CATERER 

CATERING FOR ALL OCCASIONS 
JEFFRE'( INGBER• 80 BROWN STREET, PROVIDENCE• CALL FOR A MENU TODAY: 273-0210 

W UNDER THE STRICT SUPERVISION OF THE VAAD HAKASHRUTH OF RHODE ISLAND 

A ~ &oo~hn LIMOUSINE 
GREEN • LOGAN • NEW YORK 

Wedding • Bar / Bat Mitzvahs • Corporate Specialists 

Call Eric Weiner and receive 15% off with this ad. LuxunJ Transportation 
Specia lists Email: allocclimo@aol.com • 1-800-454-1 380 • 454-1380 

St ationer~ and Invitations tor 
ever~ occasion at discount prices 

~ 

L_tjnne Grant- (401) 94-3-2979 

5_tj A ppointment O nl_lj 

Rhode Islands Premiere Wedding Specialists . 
950North Quidnessett Road,North Kingstown •884-1100 . 

Picture-Peifect Wedding 
Ceremonies & Elegant Receptions. 
Particular care is taken in planning your very 
special day. Food is expertly prepared and offered 
with the finest of service. O ur elegant private 
rooms accommodate from 50 to 500 guests. 

Let our t'xperienced staff guide )'Oil 
through rvery rlNr1ilf1'om st,1rt to finis/,. 
/Ogether we c1111 pl,tn the pe,jC'ct uwldtng. 

Elegant Exp 
At-Home 

At-ho m e wedding receptions a re m o re p 
fee t p lace to express you r s ty le o n your speci 

You can su rrou nd yo u rself w ith fa mi ly h 
crysta l, si lver and linens. Even if the recep tion 

can be ad ded to those the ca te re r provides.I 

To ensu re tha t your a t-hom e receptio n is th 

• Thin k s ize. How ma ny gu ests can your h 

• How abou t he lp? Will fri ends a nd fa mily 
need to hire add itiona l help? Do you need a c 

• Decor? It d oesn ' t have to be e la bora te, 
room . A sp rig o f fl owers with a colorful rib 
festivities. Ad orn the punch ladle and champ 
nish punch cup rims with a pe rfect s trawberr 

• Wha t time? How hungry w ill gu ests b 
m o re subs ta n tia l fare be needed ? 

• The m enu? It mus t be easy to eat and s 
instead o f sitting. Fo r example, vegeta bles and 
individ ua l fruit ta rts, and chocolate truffles a 

The s tar, of course, is the wedding cake. 
su its you r persona l s tyle . 

Serving Rhode Island's 
families and businesses 

since 1976 

State-of-the-Art Photo Studio 
Instant Video Proofing 

Holiday Greeting Cards 
Custom Framing 

Please present this ad for 1 



essions for 
~ceptions 
ar than ever - your ho m e is the pe r 
. y. 

::,om s, favorite d ishes, serv ing pieces, 
a tered , these treasured p ieces 

, tit can be, pla n a head. 

comfortably accommoda te? 

, prepa re, serve and clean up, o r do you 
!r? 

be sure to include something in every 
can transform a room into part of the 
g lass stem s with ribbon streamers. Gar-

e light hors d 'oeuvres enoug h, or will 

. M0s t gues ts are like ly to be standing 
fruit and cheese, pates and s liced breads, 
sy to serve and eat without utens ils. 

it one to be remembered , a nd one tha t 

DTD EAST 
: • GREENWICH 
~ PHOTO 
Susie Dittelman 

) 884-0220 • (800) 398-2087 
fessional Photographer Association of Rhode island 

:E family portrait sitting 
pires 3/31/98 

~ 

TI-rE RHODE ISLAND JEWISH HERALD TI-fURSDA y ' K A ---

/ ,ni..n.RCI-.c_s,_1-99B- 1 9 

THE RHODE ISLAND JEWISH HERALD, THURSDAY, MARCH 5, 1998 - 11 

ENGAGEMENT • WEDDING • ANNIVERSARY 

Max 
Fo~mal 

Co . 

MAX FORMAL CO. 
"America's #1 Name in Active Wear" 
Linens • Underwear • Work Clothes • Hosiery 

Established in 1953 
Staff Shirts , T-Shirts , Sweatshirts Etc. 

Custom Printed With Your Name and/or Custom Design 

Specializing in Bar/Bat Mitzvahs and 
Corporate Screenprinting 
BEST PRICES • BEST QUALITY 

421-3268 • 1158-1164 North Main Street, Providence, RL 02904 

! PASSOVER ! 
WEDDING - BAR/BAT MITZVAH INVITATIONS 

PASSOVER SUPPLIES ALL AT DISCOUNTED PRICES 
PARTY SUPPLIES FOR ALL OCCASIONS 

THE "ONLY'' PAR1YWAREHOUSE WSA 

M onday- Thursday 9 :3o--6, Friday 9:30-7, Saturday 9:30-5, Sunday closed 
310 EAST AVENUE, PAWTUCKET • 726-2491 • JEANNE STEIN • ALWAYS DISCOUNT PRICES 

(\ Q f hispering Pines 
, WCoriference Center 
Enjoy 2,300 acres of pine-scented forest, murmuring brooks and 

pristine lakes as you celebrate your special day. The natural 
beauty provides an intimate setting for up to 150 guests. 

WEDDING CEREMONIES • W EDDING RECEPTIONS 
BAR/BAT MITZVAHS • CORPORATE FUNCTIONS 

UNIVERSITY OF RHODE ISLAND, W. ALTON JONES CAMPUS, WEST GREENWICH, R.I. • 40 1-397-JJul [H 6056 
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SCHOOLBEAT 
Local Students Study 
Abroad Opportunities 

"Qualified high school stu- · 
dents are offered a unique op
portunity to spend an academic 
year or summer holiday in 
Scandinavia, France, Germany, 
Great Britain, HoHand, Italy, 
Poland, Portugal, Spain, Swit
zerland, Czech Republic, 
Slovakia, Japan, China, Taiwan, 
Thailand, Mexico, Brazil, Chile, 
Australia , New Zealand or 
Canada (French or English speak
ing) as part of the ASSE Interna
tional Student Exchange Pro
gram," announced Jodi Kiefer, 
southern director of ASSE. 

Students, 15 to 18 years old, 
qualify on the basis of academic 
performance, character refer
ences and a genuine desire to 
experience life abroad with a 
volunteer host family in one of 
the many ASSE host countries. 

"ASSE families abroad are 
carefully screened to pr.ovide a 
caring environment in which 
students can learn the language 
and culture of their host coun
try," explained Kiefer. 

PHDS Honor Roll 
The Providence Hebrew Day 

School recently announced that 
the following students have 
made the Honor Roll for the 
second quarter: 

Grade Four 

Chaya Berman, Kay la 
Cusner, Avrohom Gibber, Beth 
Japhet, Rafi Ka ufman, Jason 
Ker zer, Eli Nisse!, Miria m 
Raskin, Shmule Saklad , Boris 
Shporkin, Tova Stark, and 
Nesanel Vogel. 

Grade Five 

Miriam Jakubowicz, Joshua 
Kirschner, Jennifer Kessler, Orli 
Mintz, and Elan Noorparvar 

Grade Six 
Ja c·ob Edelman, Elis heva 

Klausner, Marina Korennoy, 
Alex Krakowski, Iri na Kratik, 
Adeena Lipson, and Laurie 
Pultman 

Grade Seven 

Asher Andleman, Da niel 
Edelman, David Gibber, Shifra 
Kaufman, and Yosef Scharf 

Grade Eight 

Yehuda Lipson, Abigai l 
Mintz, Dena Pearlman, and 
Aaron Rubenstein 

Summer exchange students 
live with a family abroad w ho 
might speak some English. Year 
students need not have learned 
a foreign language as they re
ceive language and cultural in
struction as part of the ASSE 
program. ASSE students attend 
regular high school classes along 
with their new teen-age friends. 
ASSE exchange students learn 
by living the language and cul
ture of their new host country. 

ASSE also provides interna
tional opportunities for families 
to host s tudents from Europe, 
the newly Independent States 

' of the former Soviet Union, 
South America, Asia, Mexico, 
Australia, and New Zealand. 
These select students are 15 to 
18 yea rs old and will a ttend the 
local school for a semester or an 
academic year. 

Students or families inter
ested in more information about 
the ASSE programs, or to set up 
an interview, should contact 
Ernestine Bugbee at 453-1314. 

Dance Alliance 
Announces 

Scholarship Award 
Dance Alliance of Rhode Is

land, Inc. announces its Spring 
Scholarship cycle. Dance Alli
ance offers awards of up to $500 
for dance students and profes
sionals to pursue their dance 
education on an intensive basis. 
Priority is given to residents of 
Rhode Island and environs who 
have demonstrated a serious 
commitment to dance. 

Complete guidelines and ap
p lications for scholarships may 
be requested bywriting to Dance 
Alliance a t P.O. Box 372, East 
Greenwich, RI 02818. The dead
line to submit proposals for 
spring and summer programs 
is April 1. 

The fund is sustainE;d by in
dividual contributions supple
mentingfundsreceivedinhonor 
of Dance Alliance's Recognition 
Award recipients. Past honor
ees are John Custer, Dr. Doris 
Holloway Abels, Dr. Fannie 
Helen Melcer, Bertha Carr and 
Irene Owen. 

For further information about 
the scholarship fund, call 828-
5957 or 884-3999. 

PPAC Committee Awards 
Arts Scholarships 

Applications are now being tend local, summer arts educa
accepted for arts-related schol- tion programs. Several summer 
arships to be awarded by the programs for the study of per
community outreach commit- forming arts, dance, music, and 
tee of the Providence Perform- visualartshavebeenselected and 
ing Arts Center. Students resid- students are asked to indicate a 
ing in Providence and ages 11 to specific program whenapplying. 
14 by June 1 are eligible. All A panel of independent judges 
applications must be received will assess all applications and 
by March 27 at the offices of the announcescholarshipawards this 
Providence Performing Arts spring for programs during the 
Center. Interested s tudents summer of 1998. 
should make inquiries through The community outreach 
the arts d epartment of their committee is a subcommittee of 
school and educa tors may call the ProvidencePerforrningArts, 
421-2997 for more information. Center board of trustees. The 

The purpose of community mission of the committee is to 
outreach scholarships is to pro- determine ways to make the the
vide financialassistanceforquali- a ter accessible to the diverse 
fied and talented students_t_o_a_t-__ c_o_mmunit).'. it serves. 

Reading Fun! 
Alperin Schechter Day School parent, Susan Froehlick, reads to the kindergarten class, 

assisted by her daughter, Allison. ASDS is appreciative of the many parent volunteers w ho give 
time and energy to enhance the school program. Photoco11rtesyof ASDS 

URI Seeks Recollections of Your College Days 
Remember your old college 

days? Remember the all-nighters 
spent cramming for an exam, a 
favorite professor who thought 
you had something special, a ro
mance that bloomed? If you are a 
University of Rhode Island alum
nus or alumna who earned a de
gree from the College of Arts and 
Sciences, the university wants to 
hear from you. 

The College of Arts and Sci
ences, URJ's largest college, 
turns 50 years this year. To eel-

ebra te, the college wants to col
lect reminiscences from its 
alumni . Take a drip down 
memory lane. Did someone or 
some event change the course 
of your life or professional ca
reer? Did you belong to an orga
nization? Do you have an amus
ing anecdote? Did you make a 
lifelong friend? How did your 
educational experience enhance 
your career? 

While you're on the memory 
path, jot down your reminis-

URI Hosts Summer Job Fair 
Are you an employer who 

will need help du ring the sum
mer crunch? Do you have slots 
to fill at your engineering firm, 
your summer camp, your hu
man service agency? Do you 
own a local business or run an 
accounting firm? 

The University of Rhode Is
land office of career services will 
hold its second Summer Job Fair 
on March 17 in the Memorial 
Union, Kingston, from 11 a.m. 
to3p.m .. 

Last year's Summer Job Falr 
was very successful, according to 
Peggy Ferguson, a career adviser, 
who works for URI' s Career Ser
vices. "Over 1,000 URI students 
and 50 companies and organiza
tions attended," she said . 

Ferguson added the Summer 
Job Fair is a great way to make 
connections, noting that in pre-

vious years before the fair, busi
nesses faxed job postings to URI 
Career Services. 

Ferguson said there will be 
about 55 companies a nd busi
nesses corning, including major 
corporations. "They are coming 
with really•solid jobs that will 
help prepare students for fu
ture careers," Ferguson said. 

In addition to the Summer 
Job Fair, Career Services has 
planned a Human Services Job 
Fair on March 18, an All Major 
Job Fairon April9, and will take 
part in a Rhode Island Consor
tium of Educators' Teacher/ 
Education Job Fair on April 16. 

Employers who wish to meet 
URI students looking for sum
mer jobs should regi:;ter by con
tacting Ferguson at 874-2583 or 
by e-mail at <pfergus @uri acc. · 
uri.edu>. 

Leukemia Society Hosts Pasta 
For Pennies Program 

More than 60 schools in Rhode Island and southeastern Massa
chusetts have signed up to participate in the Leukemia Society's 
fourth annual Pasta for Pennies program. Students will be bring
ing in spare change for a three-week period from March 9 through 
March 27, to donate to the Leukemia Society of America. The 
campaign is sponsored by The Olive Garden Restaurants, Ronzio 
Pizza, Fox 64 and Kix 106 & 102.7. 

The Olive Garden Restaurants and Ronzio Pizza award the top 
fund-raising classroom in each school with a catered luncheon. 
Schools also compete to receive grand prizes. 

The goal this year is $70,000. Monies raised enable the Leukemia 
Society to expand research funding, provide help to more patients 
and their families and increase public awareness of leukemia, 
lymphoma, Hodgkin's disease and myeloma. 

For further information about the Leukemia Society programs, 
call the sosielY of.§£e at_9j;}:-fil!88. ., 

cences and send them to Dr.
Thomas Zorabedian, College of 
Arts and Sciences, 257 Chafee 
Social Science Center, 10Chafee 
Road, Suite 1, Ki ngston, R.I. 
02881-0808. Feel free to send it 
via e-mail as well: <zman@boris. 
davis.uri.edu>. 

Include your fu ll name, year 
of graduation, and major(s). 
Keep your submissions to 250 
words and provide permission 
for us to publish them. Deadline 
is June 1. 

R.I. State Crime 
Laboratory Hosts 

Fingerprint 
Workshop 

The Rhode Island State Crime 
Laboratory, located in the Col
lege of Pharmacy at the Univer
sityofRhode Island, will cospon
sor a workshop with the Rhode 
Island Crirninalist Associates: 
Administrative Advanced La
tent Fingerprint Development. 

The weeklong seminar will 
be held in Fogarty Hall at URI's 
Kingston Campus from March 
9 through 13. 

The instructors for this course 
are Robert Hazen, retired FBI 
special agent, and Jeff Thomp
son , director of the Ocean 
County, N.J., crime laboratory. 
This class W<!S last offered in 1995. 

For information or to register 
for the fingerprint course, con
tact Dennis C. Hilliard, director 
of the Rhode Island State Crime 
Laboratory at 874-2893. 

The State Crime Laboratory 
will also host the next meeting 
of the New England Crime 
Laboratory directors on March 
13. The meeting will be at 9 a.m. 
in the Claflin Room at URI's 
College of Pharmacy. 

Director Hilliard, adjunct as
sistant professor of biomedical 
sciences in URl's College of 
Pharmacy, will chair the meet
ing. Crime laboratory directors 
from Connecticut, Maine, Mas
sachusetts, New Hampshire, 
New York a nd Vermont are ex
pe tedto~t~ 
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UMass Professor Co-Edits Norton 
Anthology of Jewish-American Literature 
University of Massachusetts 

emeritus English professor Jules 
Chametzky is one of four co
chairs currently compiling the 
first Norton Anthology of Jew
ish-American Literature. The 
anthology, which is expected to 
be released in 1999, is part of the 
prestigious Norton series used 
in college and high school class
rooms nationwide. "This will 
establish to some extent what 
works of Jewish-American lit
erature will become part of the 
canon," Said Chametzky. "It's a 
great honor, and yet also a great 
responsibility, to be involved ." 

C-hametzky said that the an
thology will includ e a wide 
rangeofJewish-American writ
ing and will attempt to tell the 
story of the Jewish experience in 
America. Beginning in the colo
nial era with sermons delivered 
by some of the first Jewish immi
grants to this country, and mov-

ing gradually up to the modern 
day, it will show ho"Y Jews not 
only found a previously unheard 
of degree of freedom in America, 
but also how they helped shape 
what we today see as typically 
American. "In addition to strictly 
literary selections from authors 
such as Philip Roth and Saul Bel
low, a number of entries in the 
anthology will come from popu
lar songwriters such as Jerome 
Kern and Irving Berlin," 
Chametzky said. 

Chametzky further adds that 
the anthology illustrates the 
degree to which both Jews and 
blacks played a role in shaping 
the popular culture of America. 
He said : "In the 20th century 
one might say that without 
blacks and Jews, there would 
almost be no popular culture in 
America." In fact, he said, inter
est in his own project began af
ter the recent publication of the 

Norton Anthology of African
American Literature. "The· pub
lishers of the series saw that 
there was a market for literature 
by minority groups," he said. 

Still, Chametzky stresses that 
the intellectual motive is by far 
predominant and that, with the 
anthology, students and teach
ers will be able to explore not 
only the Jewish-American ex
perience, but the experience by 
which all Americans come to 
define themselves. "If we study 
how Jews came to this country, 
and gradually moved from the 
role of immigrant outsiders to 
assimi lated Americans, we can 
explore parallels with other 
groups such as the Iri sh," 
Chametzky said. "In doing so, 
we learn something about the 
ways in which cultures interact, 
and how in a uniquely modern 
sense, this mixing defines what 
it means to be American." 

New Report Documents Black
Jewish Relations Are Improving 

Contrary to conventional 
media wisdom, African Ameri
cans and Jews are stepping back 
from a confrontational mode 
and interacting positively in an 
increasing diverse set of arenas, 
from joint religious services to 
poetry readings to dance per
formances. That is the central 
finding of the "2nd Annual Re
port on Black/ Jewish RelationJi 
in the United States," recently 
relea"sed by The Foundation for 
Ethnic Understanding. 

The report is a chronological 
account of interactions between 
African Americans and Jews 
between January 1997 through 
December 1997, culled from me
dia accounts and reports from 
agencies that serve the two com
munities. This year's study- a 
follow-up to a report on black
Jewish relations in 1996 by the 
same foundation - documents 
numerous examples of coopera
tion, but also shows that ten
sions remain because of the ac
tions and statements of Louis 
Farrakhan and his followers. 

According to Rabbi Marc 
Schneier, president of the Foun
dation for Ethnic Understand
ing, "Our report shows that if it 
weren't for some conflicts over 
Mr. Farrakhan and his ideas, 
therewaslittleevidenceofprob
lems and a lot of evidence that 
relations between the two com
munities are markedly approv
ing. Based on what we showed 
in last year's report, the interac
tions in 1997 were not only more 
extensive; they also had a dif
ferent quality. ,There was a 
greater reaching out to each 
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other at the grass roots, and it 
often took the form of a new 
kind of cultural interaction and 
exchange. African Americans 
and Jews read poetry together 
in Pittsburgh, shared African 
tribal narratives and Yiddish 
folktales in Spokane, held a 
free concert of African Ameri
can and Jewish music in Phila
delphia, created dances and 
plays based on the histories of 
both peoples in cities through
out the country." 

Rabbi Schneier added, "The 
range of people reaching out to 
one anothe~ has expanded be
yond community leaders, teen
agers in organized programs, 
church and synagogue groups 
and others who have partici
pated in joint activities in the 

• past. This past year, it seems 
that people from all walks of , 
life in the two communities saw 
the headlines about Farrakhan 
and the Jews, took a deep breath 

and made a conscious effort to 
move beyond just occasional 
dialogue towards more fre
quent and more intimate inter
action. Last year's report shat
tered the myth of widespread 
conflict and contention between 
African Americans and Jews. 
The new report confirms this 
conclusion." 

The Foundation for Ethnic 
· Understanding began in 1989 

as a dream of Rabbi Schneier 
and the late Joseph Papp. It is 
committed to the belief that d_i
rect, face-to-face dialogue be
tween the leaders of ethnic com
m uni ties is the most effective 
path to the reduction of bigotry 
and the promotion of reconcili
ation and understanding. 

. For copies of the report, con
tact Tommy Loeb at (212) 297-
0323 or write to the Foundation 
for Ethnic Understanding, 17 
East 45th St., Suite 507, New 
York, N.Y. 10017. 

The RIH Medical Foundation 
proudly announces that 

Michae~ F. Felder, D.O. 

has joined 

Michael J. Hayden, D.O. 

in the practice of Family Medicine 
at 

712 Oaklawn Avenue 
Cranston, RI 02920 

(401) 942-2320 

Dr. Felder.and Dr. Hayden are on the staff of 
Rhode Island Hospital and Hasbro Children's Hospital. 

Both physicians are accepting new patients. 
Early morning, evening and customary 

day hours are available. 

RIH MEDICAL 
FOUNDATION 

FEATURE 

This Day in History 
March 5 

• Lord Harrington, member of the British government, 
instructed the British ambassador of Vienna, Austria, in 1745 
to protest an impending expulsion of Jews from Bohemia. 

• A petition initiated by Rev. William E. Blackstone was 
sent in 1891 to President Harrison, requesting the aid of the· . 
U.S. government in the re-establishment of Palestine as a 
sovereign Jewish state. 

• German elections held in 1933 gave the N_ilzis control of 
·the Reichstag, making it possible for Hitler to assume dictato
rial power. 

• Rabbi Joseph Rosen, the lllui of Ragachov, author of 
Tzofnat Paneach died in 1936. 

March 6 
• Napoleon captured the city of Jaffa in 1799. 

March 7 
• A poll-tax levied on Russo-Polish Jews entering Austrian 

Galicia on business was abolished in 1851. 
• The hideout of Emanuel Ringleblum, historian of the 

Warsaw ghetto and one of the leaders of the Jewish under
ground, was discovered by the Nazis in 1944. He, his family, 
and his Polish benefactors were executed a few days later. 

March 8 
• Poalei Zion, the Labor Zionist organization, was orga

nized underground in Poltava; Russia, in 1906. 

March 9 
• Pope Innocent JV issued a bull ordering the burning of the 

Talmud in 1244. 

March 10 
• The Jewish Reform movement in Germany was publicly 

announced in 1845. 
• Jews were excluded from public offices and dignities in 

the Roman Empire in 418. Emancipation was granted 1,430 
years later (1848). 

• Ferdinand Eberstadt, mayorofWorms, first Jewish mayor 
in Germany, died in 1888. 

• The Knesset passed a bill in 1970, defining a Jew as one 
born to a Jewish mother or a convert to the Jewish faith. 

March 11 
• The British commander-in-chief in Palestine quashed all 

military proceedings against Vladimir Jabotinsky and 19 of his 
collaborators for participating in the Jewish self-defense mea
sures during the Arab riots in Jerusalem in 1921. 

Compiled from Day by Day in Jewish History, Bloch, 1983, 
KT AV Publishing House. 
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FEATURE 

Official's Ouster Revives Debate Over Role of Holocaust Museum 
by Daniel Kurtzman 

WASHINGTON QT A)-The 
recent ouster of the director of 
the U.S. Holocaust Memorial 
Museum has reignited ques
ti?ns about the politicization of 
the museum a nd how best to· 
memorialize the Holocaust. 

Walter Reich's resignation, 
forced by the museum's gov
erning body, came one month 
after he refused to escort Pales
tinian Authority Chairman 
Yasser Arafat on a tour of the 
museum. 

Miles Lerman, chairman of 
the United Sta tes Holocaus t 
Memorial Council, had publicly 
blamed the on-again, off-again 
invitation to Arafat - it was 
extended, retracted , extended 
again, then ultima tely declined 
by Arafat - on "bad advice" 
from Reich. 

In his le tter of resignation, 
Reich wrote to Lerman:" As you 
know, we have differed on the . 
use of the museum, a nd of the 
memory of the H olocaust, in the 
context of political or diplomatic 
circumstances or negotiations." 

While the Arafat episode may 
or may not have been the issue 
that led to Reich's ouster -
sources close to the museum say 
his job performance during the 
last three years was the real factor 
- his departure has nonetheless 
focused attention on the com
plexities surrounding the nature 
of the 5-year-old institution. 

At the same time, the internal 
maneuveringsuggeststhi)teven 
an ins titution as venerable as 
the Holocaust museum is not 
immune to problems in gover
nance and personnel politics. 

Coming to Reich's defense in 
an op-ed column recently pub
lished in the New York Post, 
Nobel laureate Elie Wiesel said 
of the outgoing director, "H e 
believes that the Holocaust must 
not be u sed politic<)lly. 

"To him, the memory of the 
victims is sacred, as is the mu
seum itself, and neither s hould 
ever be used as a tool. One may 
disagree with him, but is that a 
reason to make him the scape
goat in this unfortunate affair? 
Clearly, from statements in the 

' press immediately following the 
incident, this is what hap
pened." 

According to the agreement 
governing Reich's departure, all 
of the key players agreed not to 
discuss the issue publicly. The 
search for Reich's replacem ent 
has not yet begun, according to 
museum officials. 

Among Holocaust survivors, 
scho lars and others in the Jew
ish community, there is general 
agreement tha t honoring the 
m em ory of those who peris hed 
in the Holocaus t is the primary 
concern of the Jewish people, 
and therefore of the H olocaust 
museum. 

But many also say that the 
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only proper way to honor the 
memory of the dead is to use 
that memory to ward off evil 
against any people - not just 
the Jewish people-in anytime. 

In 1995, ata time when inter
ethnic conflicts were raging in 
Bosnia and Rwanda, the mu
seum created a Committee to 
Conscience to provide a collec
tive voice to address g lobal 
genocide. 

"As you know, we 
have differed on the 
use of the museum, 
and of the memory 
of the Holocaust." 

Walter Reich 

The idea was first proposed 
in 1979 by the President's Com
mission on the Holocaust as part 
of an overall vision of the ins ti
tution. 

In its report, the commission 
said it "knows well the poten
tial for the politiciza tion of a 
Committee on Conscie nce, but 
the ris ks a re worth taking if such 
a body can provide maxima l 
exposure for dangerous devel
opments," raising, in o n e 
scholar's words, "an ' institu
tional scream' to a lert the con
science of the world a nd s peak 
public outcry." 

The ma ndate still pertains, 
sa id H y man Boo kbinder, a 
founding m e mbe r of the 
museum's council who now sits 
on the museum's Committee on 
Conscience. "What is the mu-
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seuin for, w hat is the council 
for, it no t to compel people to 
pay attention to what the Holo
caust means?" 

But others are m ore cautious. 
Abraham Foxman, national 

director of the Anti-Defamation 
League and a member of the 
museum's council, does not be
lieve an "activist view" is ap
propriate for the institution. 

"There 's always going to be a 
very delicate line between his
tory, memory a nd the current 
situa tion, wherever it may be," 
said Foxman, a Holocaust sur
vivor. 

"Whenever the museum will 
want to take a position, whether 
it's Bosnia, o r whether it's China 
or Arafat, it will be at risk to 
disturbsomeand offend others." 

Some Holocaust scholars. 
meanwhile, say the politiciza
tion of the institution may be 
u navoidable. 

"The very idea of a Holo
caus t museum in Was hington is 
inherently a political act," said 
Sara H orowi tz, a Holocaust 
scholar who heads the Jewish 
studies progra m at the Univer
si ty of Delaware. 

"When you invoke a p u blic 
memory, you a re a lread y p ut
ting it to a political use a nd po
liticizing it in som e way." 

Horow itz p o ints out that 
even Yad Vashem in Is rael ends 
up serving certa in political pur
poses. 

At the Holocaust museum in 

Washington, political realities 
are further complicated by the 
fact that it remains a federally 
funded institution with two fed
eral officials-Dennis Ross, the 
State Department's Middle East 
coordinator, and his deputy, 
Aaron Miller - sitting on the 
museum's council. 

Ross and Miller proposed the 
idea of Arafat visiting the m u
seum as a n opportunity to fur
ther the peace process by help
ing him better understand the 
his tory and fears of his adver
sary . 

W hile the building of the 
. museum was substantially 

funded by American Jews, the 
Arafat episode hig hlighted the 
reality that it remains a federa l 
- not a Jewish - institution. 

As a public insti tution that 
receives federal funds, somesay, 
it is not the museum's place to 
engage in its own poli ticking, 
selectingwho mayvisitand who 
may not. 

" It would be constructive to 
open the doors wide, w hich does 
not mean that there's a specific 
politica l agenda," said Deborah 
Dwork, director of the Center 
fo r Holocau s t Studies at Clark 
University in Worcester, Mass. 

" It simply means that this isa 
museum d edicated to the eluci
dation of a catastrophe, of a n 
atrocity o f Western civilization 
and that all who haYe any wish 
wha tsoever to learn about this 
are most welcomed ." 

Maccabi Games Athletes DQnate 
T-Shirts to Bulgarian Jews 

Jewis h teen-age athletes 
throughout North America do
nated more than 6,000 T-shirts 
for Jews in Bulgaria a t the 15th 
annual Jewish Community Cen
ters Maccabi Gam es. The T
shirts set sail aboard the Maril 
Maersk V-9802 vessel on Feb . 15 
and will arrive in Sofia, Bul
garia, on March 2. They will be 
distributed to Jewish children 
and adults in Bulgaria. 

More tha n 4,500 Jewish teen
age athletes participated in the 
1997 JCC Maccabi Games, a 
weeklong Olympic-style . com
peti lion. The teen-agers brought 
the dona ted T-s hirts to the 
games as part of the "Day of 
Caring, Day of Sharing" pro
gram which emphasized Jew
ish values of community ser
vice, tzedekah (charity) and tikun 
olam (repairing the world). 

"'The JCC Maccabi Games are 
more than just an athle tic event 
for our teens," said Lenny Silber
man, continental director of the 
)CC Maccabi Games. "We pro- ' 
vide opportunities for our teens 
to 'give back' and. help make a 
difference in the lives of others." 

The American Jewish Joi nt 
Distribution Comrni ttee worked 
in cooperation with JCC Asso
ciation of North America and 
arra nged shipping and d istribu
tion of the T-shirts. The Ameri
can Jewish communi ty has been 
helping the Jews in Bulgaria for 
years through the JDC. 

Bulgaria has an estimated 
Jewish populationof6,000. More 
than ha lf of the Jews live in the 
capital of Sofia. The JewsofBul
garia have Sephardic roots and 
a strong commitment to Israel. 
They are represented by Sha
lom, anorganizationcomprised 
of 19 local community branches 
which deals w ith Jewish social 
and economic issues, cultural 
initiatives, arid education pro
grams. Economic collapse, in
cluding the failure of the ba nk
ing system; the devalua tion of 
the/eva,slowprivatization, high 
unemployme nt a nd a bread 
shortage have p lag_ued the com
m unity over the past year. There 
is increased concern about the 
security of the democratic re· 
g ion as a nti -Semitism has 
emerged for the first time. 
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Striking Exhibit on 'The Jews of Ethiopia' Opens at Landmark Synagogue in N. Y. 

An arres ting one-woman 
photo exhibit, "TheJews ofEthio
pia: The Last Glimpse of a 3,000 
Year Old Community," by ac
claimed photographer Joan Roth 
willopenatNewYorkCity's land
mark Eldridge Street Synagogue 

on Manha ttan's historic Lower 
EastSidefora three-monthshow
ing starting March 10. 

The collection of 60 black
and-whi te photographs is the 
product of the photographer's 
travels in Ethiopia in the mid-

1980s, when she stayed in na
tiveJewishvillagesand was able 
to get inside the homes of Ethio
pian Jews, where few westerns 
had ever visited. Many Ethio
pian Jewish fami lies have since 
resettled in Israel. 

One cri tic has praised the 
photos as refl ective of Roth's 
"communication with [Ethio
pian Jews] in a way that defies 
all language barriers." 

The vibrant photographs d e
pict the li festyle and religious 
ceremonies of the people. They 
glimpse intimate scenes and 
freeze fleeting moments a nd 
gestures, such as those of a 
Kahen (Cohen) High Priest un
wrapping a 300-year-old hand
wri tten copy of the Orit (Torah); 
men engaged in group prayer; a 
line of women ascend ing a 
mountain from a long, winding 
trail below, and a young wife 
nursing her baby-a photo that 
has been described in a review 
as "reminiscent of a Rembrandt 
painting." 

The Eldridge Street Syna
gogue was bui ld in 1887 and 
served as the spiritua l home of 
generations of Jewish immi
gra nts. With a Moorish style fa
cade, the building boasts a ma
jestic 70-foot high vaulted sanc
tuary that has been described 
by archi tects and critics as one 
of New York's great interiors. 
The synagogue is currently un
dergoing a multi-million dollar 
renova tion by a private group 
seeking to preserve it as one of 
thecity'sa rchitectural treasures. 

THE KAHEN (COHEN)- High Priest- among Ethiopian Jews 
opens a 300-year-old Orit - Holy Book. The word Orit comes 
from "Oralya," the Amharic word for Torah. The Orit is the 
oldest known scriptural work in Ethiopia. Photo by Joan Roth© 

The "Jews of Ethiopia" ex
hibit continues through June 30 
a nd is free to the public. Ar
rangements fo r special viewings 
can be made by ca lling (212) 
219-0888. 

Court's Landmark Decision 
Bolsters War Criminal Cases 
by Bill Gladstone 

TORONTO (JTA)-A Cana
dian court has ruled that a sus
pected war criminal who gained 
citizenship under false pretenses 
may be stripped of his citizen
ship and deported . 

The court ruled that Wasily 
Bogutin, 87, lied about his past 
when he entered Canada in 1951, 
telling immigration officials 
nothing about his role during 
World War II with theSelidovka 
District Police in.Ukraine. 

The police unit had collabo
rated with the Nazis in murder
ing some civilians and deport
ing many others_to forced labor 
camps in Germany between 
1941 and 1943. · 

Relying upon evidence that 
Canadian Justice Department of
ficials gathered in Bogutin's na
tive Ukraine last summer, the 
court determined that he took part 
in the deportations, although not 
necessarily the murders. 

The court further determined 
that because he lied to gain ad
mittance to Canada, his citizen
ship could be revoked . 

Canada has long been ac
cused of dragging its feet in 
launching proceedings against 
suspected war criminals living 
in its midst, but the latest ruling 
received plaudits from the Ca
nadian Jewish Congress. 

"It's the first time the govern
ment has achieved any success in 
court," said Irving Abella, chair 
of the CJC's War Crimes Com
mittee. 'The precedent has now 
been set so that those who lied 
about their role in World War l1 
can be stripped of their citizen
ship, and once it's taken away 
from them, they can bedeportaj." 

The Justice Department won 
a conviction in 1990 against 
Latvian-born war-crimes sus
pect Konrad Kalejs, but Kalejs is 
not a Canadian citizen. 

More recently, lawyers for 
two suspects, Ladislaus Csizsik-

Csatary of Toronto and 
Momertas Rol.Jand Maciukas of 
Montreal , announced they 
would notcontestdenaturaliza
tion proceerungs against them. 
Csizsik-Csatary has already left 
the country. 

Abella urged that Bogutin be 
stripped of his citizenship and 
that deportation proceedings 
commence as soon as possible. 

"We hope that this develop
ment will provide the additional 
momentum necessary to carry 
forward with the remaining 
cases still to be heard before the 
federal court," he said. 
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THE YOUNG WIFE of an Ethiopian Jewish spiritual leader is 
shown nursing her baby, in a picture that has been described by 
one critic as having a "quality reminiscent of a Rembrandt 
painting. Photo by Joan Roth© 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 

East Providence Schools 
Visited by Pe~ceable Kid 

Bank R.I. has recently demon
strated its continuing support to 
the arts and the community by _ 

sponsoring performances of Per
ishable Theatre' sShow for Young 
Audiences in East Providence el-

"THE PEACEABLE KID" - (Left to Right) Marilyn Dubois, 
John Holdridge, Bridgette O'Mally, and Joey Liao. 

Photo by Pamela Murray 

South County Arts Center 
Inaugurates Adult Spelling Bee 

In celebration of their 10th 
anniversary, the South County 
Center for the Arts is inaugura t
ing a new spring fund-ra ising 
program replacing the previous 

. auction with their Celebrity 
Spelling Bee. The event will be 
held on March 28 at 7 p .m. a t the 
South Kings town High School 
cafeteria . 

Karen Adams of Channel 12 
News will be the spellmaster. 
Judges are Unive rs ity of 
Rhode Island President Robert 
Carothers, town _council mem
ber Anna Prager, and former 
Gov. J. Joseph Garrahy. 

The spelling bee is organized 
in teams of three members each, 
so no one has· to spell a word 
alone. Each team is grouped 
within an appropriate category 
such as real estate, education, 
artists, media, etc. Teams com
pete first within their own cat
egories. The winner of each cat
egory wjll then match wits with 

o ther ca tegory winners in a 
championship round. 

In order to properly organize 
and publicize this event, the Arts 
Center asks tha t players sign up 
no la ter than March 9. 

While the spelling bee is free 
fo r audience members, the play
ers pay to playwhichis the fund
raising component of the event. 
Players or a sponsoring em
ployer pay $100, per person or 
$300 per team. Proceeds from 
the Arts Center Spelling Bee will 
benefit educational outreach 
and enrichme nt progra ms. 
Adultspelling bees havebecome 
very popular in several Massa
chusetts communities. To their 
knowledge, the Arts Center is 
the first in Rhode Island. 

Call the South County Cen
ter for the Arts at 782-1018 for a 
brochure or mail team names to 
Box 109, West Kingston, R.I. 
02892. Information can also be 
faxed to 782-1630. 

~ Barnside'r' s 
~- Mile (6 A Ou_arter 

BANQUET MENU PLANS 
ALL OPT IONS ARE ACCOMPANIED BY SOUP DU JOUR , GARDEN 

SALAD , WITH A CHO ICE OF RICE PILAF OR B AKED POTATO 

OPTION 1 • $19.9S * PER PERSON 

C/,oice o/ Chicken Teriyaki , Baked D ~ slon Scrod or Petite Top Sirloin 
Coffee or Tca/Frcnc/1 Vanilla l et! C ream 

OPTION 2 • $21 . 9S * PER PERSON 

c/10ice o/Top Sirloin, Baked HaJd.ock, Grilled Chicken 
witl-. Tomato Basi l Vinaigrette 

Cof/<!<! or Tca/Frcnc/1 Vanilla l e<! Cream 

OPTION 3 • $23.95* PER PERSON 

Cl,oic<! o/ Petite Prime Rib, Baked Stuffed Sl1rimp 1 

Baked Stuffed Shrimp & Sirloin , Baked Scallops & Sirloin 
Co/Jee or Tea/C/,oco/atc Truffle Mousse Cake 

OPTION 4 • $2S.95* PER PERSON 
Cl,oice o/ Prime Rib, New York S,irloin, Baked Scallops & Prime Rib, 

f re111h Salmon Hollandaise , Baked Stuffed Shrimp· & Prime Rib 
Cof/a<! or Tea/C11oco/alc Truffle Mousse Cake 

OPTION 5 • $27.95* PER PERSON 
C1,,,;ca o/ Lobster Ca11&erole & Sirloin, Filei Mignon with 8earnai111e Sauce, 

Gri lled Fresh Swordfish, Steak Au Poivre 
Cof/ec or TN/C1rocolale Truf/le Mousse Cake 

"TAX ANO GRATUITY N OT IN C LUDED 
PRI C E S S UBJEC T T O C HANG E 

379 SOUTH MAIN STREET, PROVIDENCE• 401 •3!11 •7300 

ementary schools. The musica l, 
'The Peaceable Kid," is an origi
nal play about violence preven
tion and conflict resolution set in 
the American "wild west" wi th a 
Texas funk sound track. 

Since 1983 more than hal f a 
million chi ld ren have seen the 
award-wi nning S.F.Y.A. per
form. They speciali ze in devel
oping original scripts based on 
myths, folklore and fairy tales 
from around the world while 
incorporating elements of con
temporary social and ed uca
tiona l concerns. The S.F.Y.A. 
program combines the very best 
in thea ter ar ts wi th proven edu
cational effectiveness and has 
become a va lued supplement to 
school curriculum throughou t 
the Northeas t. 

Senior And 
Student Rush 
Tickets For 
'Phantom' 

Students and senior ci ti zens 
may now purchase specia l rush 
ticke ts to Andrew Lloyd 
Webber's "The Phantom of The 
Opera," d irec ted by Harold 
Prince, now. a t the Providence 
Perfo rming Arts Center through 
March 14. The rush ticket price 
fo r s tudents is$16; half-price fo r 
seniors. This offer is subjected 
to availability fo r all remaining 
perfo rmances, except Friday 
a nd Sa turday evenings, one 
hour prior to curtain with va lid 
identifica tion only at the Provi
dence Performing Arts Center 
box office, 220 Weybosset St. 

Regularly priced tickets s till 
remain for most performances 
Tuesday through Saturday eve

.nings at 8 p .m.; Sunday eve
ningsat7:30p..m. with matinees 
Saturday and Sunday at 2 p.m. 
Tickets range from $16 to $66 
and include a $1 theater restora
tion fee. The final performance 
is March 14 at 8 p.m. 

Regular tickets are on sale at 
the Providence Performing Arts 
Center box office, 220 Weybosset 
St., beginning at 10 a.m. daily. 
To charge tickets, call 421-ARTS 
or 331-2211 . 

Newport 
Playhouse Calls 

for Auditions 
The Newport Playhouse and 

Cabaret Restaurant announces 
auditions for two shows on 
March 25.Auditions will be for 
the cabaret at 6 p.m., as well as 
for the-mainstay production of 
"Lover's Leap," a comedy by 
Bill Daily, at 7:30 p.m. 

Needed for "Lover's Leap" 
are three men, ages 20 to 50 and 
three women, ages 18 to 40. 
Needed for the cabaret are men 
and women, ages 16+. 

The cabaret runs May 8 
through June 28 and "Lover's 
Leap" runs May 15 through 
July 12. 

For additional information 
about auditions or shows, con
tact John Brennan or Jonathan 
Perry at the Newport Playhouse 
at 848-7529. 

Mamaloshen 
Ma ndy Patinkin returns to his 

roots with "Mama/ashen" (Mother 
Tongue)-a collection of Yiddish 
standards and renditions - from 
Irving Berlin to Paul Simon 

Mandy Patinkin, whose musi
cal, film and television career have 
taken him from sold-out Broad
way shows to an Emmy Award
winning role in TV's "Chicago 
Hope," comes home with 
"Mamaloshen" (Mother Tongue), 
his third solo album. A cerebrated 
singer of popu lar s ta nda rds, 
Patinkin embraces a rich and en
tertaining musica l heritage in this 
16-song collection, per fo rmed 
with full orchestra, guest voca list 
Judy Blazer, and violinist Nadja 
Salerno-Sonnenberg. 

Borni ntoa Jewishimmigrant 
fa mily on the south side of Chi
cago, Pati nkin grew up in the 
1960s heari ng popular music 
a nd also Yiddish s ta ndards, 
some sung by his father. But it 
was another fa ther figu re- the 

legendary producer Joseph 
Papp, who gave him his first 
breakatNewYork's PublicThe
atre - who urged Patinkin to · 
take the musical journey back to 
his Yiddish roots. "This is your 
job," Papp said in 1990 to the 
singer-actor who would soon 
be called "the greatest enter
tainer on Broadway" by Clive 
Barnes of The New York Post. 

"Mamaloshen," which fol
lows Patink.in's best-selling re
cording "Oscar and Steve," has 
been all these years in the mak
ing. Ranging from well-known 
Yiddish standards like "Raisins 
and Almonds" and "Oyfn 
Pripetshik," to rousing rendi
tionsof "Rabbi Elimeylekh" and 
"Der Alter Tzigayner," to new 
arrangements of Irving Berlin's 
"G-d Bless America" and Paul 
Simon's" American Tune," it is 
a collection that is as personal as 
it is universal. 

"Yiddish is not a religious 
language, it is a street language," 
said Patinkin. "Like everybody 
whohaseverlefthome,Iwanted 
to preserve the street, the neigh
borhood, thatcornerofmy heri
tage. It's not my intention to 
literally trace the history ofJew
ish or Yiddish music, or its jour
ney to America, but I have al
ways been interested in what 
Jewish musicians and compos
ers have done to assimilate. I 
think all these writers - Irving 
Berlin, Leonard Bernstein, 

Stephen Sondheim, Paul Simon 
- did write Jewish music." 

Patinkin set about learning 
their songs-in Yiddish. He also 
consulted Yiddish music experts, 
and began collecting a selection 
of traditional songs, some well 
known and others rare. Along 
with longtime musical collabora
tor Paul Ford, he assembled a 
team of translators, language 
coaches, a nd a rra ngers that 
helped him compile 16 songs 
that tell stories of mothers and 
fa thers, daughters a nd sons, 
leavi ng home, fi nd ing a new 
home, courtship, love, survival, 
and d ea th. 

Now, for hi s musical s tyle, he 
is d ecidely aide) and fine, but 
bursts out with overpowering, 
exuberant opera tic voca ls that 
don' t always fi t into the theme 
of the song. For example, he 
sings the classic The Rebbe Reh 
Elimelech, titled "Rabbi Elimei;
lekh", w here the song winds up 

slowly, bouncing around to
wards the end, where Patinkin 
gets carried away. His rendition 
is heartt ig and he controls the 
pace of the song well. He is able 
to bring a sense of nostalgia for 
the Yiddish theatre with his voice 
and incredible heart. Another 
songthatsticksoutis "Parirosin," 
about a man's struggle to get 
food on the table. He begs pass
ersby to buy his cigarettes and 
matches, after all he's got chil
dren to feed, he begs so he doesn' t 
have to die "vie a hunt." Mandy 
really kvel/s and kvetches here. It 
works for this · song as he sent 
shivers up your spine with his 
spectacularly rousing bit of Yid
dish. Every word gets you deeper 
into the song. 

To give a range of his perfor
mances, he adds "Supercalifrag
ilisticexpialidocious" along with 
"The Hokey Poket/' rolled into "Ten 
Kopeks," a nigun, song, about a 
chassane, which combines 
smoothly to create a wonderous 
smorgasbordofchassaneniggunim 
that swir l like Klezmer / Chassidic 
dancing at its rowdiest. It cer
tainly will put a smile on your 
face when he sings, "Dem rechtn 
fusarayn,dem rechtn fusarays, dem 
rechtn fus arayn, un men git a 
shokloys," right after the chosen 
un kalle say "Awmeyn," " I do." 
Oy, Gevalt! 

If you have any appreciation 
for Yiddish, you will enjoy this 
compilation. 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 

Discovering Family Roots UMass Dartmouth Hosts 
19th Annual Jazz Festival 

by Tara V. Lisciandro 
Herald Editor 

Estimated figures tell us that 
at least 75 percent of world Je
wrycanclaimatleastonegrand
parent in Polish ancestry. And 
for those interested in discover
ing their Jewish roots and be
lieve they could possibly origi
nate in Poland, Miriam Weiner's 
new book, Jewish Roots in Po
land: Pages from the Past and Ar
chival Inventories, is the ideal 
volume for your genealogical 
research. The author rec
ognized the need for the 
book because the Archives 
in Poland were closed for 
many years. However, 
having already worked 
and studied as an experi- ~; 
ence genealogist for 20 
years, Weiner also saw the 
gr~at curiosity and 
struggle people had when 
attempting to discover 
their family's roots. 

With inves tigative 
knowledge and experience 
as a genealogist, Weiner 
set out for almost seven " 
years in order to research 
and create Jewisli Roots in ,,. 
Poland. Because of the lack 
of computer technology 
and organization in Po
land, Weiner spent many 
months abroad in order to 
complete her research .. . 
Now Jewish Roots in Poland has 
become an aide for genealogists, 
scholars of the Holocaus t and 
historians as well. The immense 
volume also brings a better un
derstanding of the 3 million Pol
ish Jews that perished during 
the Holocaust. 

The volume includes articles 
by Polish and American archi
vists which describe their 
knowledge of the Polish reposi
tories, an inventory of the Pol
ish State Archives, Jewish His
torical Institute records from 88 
towns and more than 300 
records from 96 cities of what is 
now the Ukraine (formerly be
longed to Poland). A town-sec
tion including pre-World War 
II photographs; ant1que post
cards displaying shtetl scenes, 
synagogues, Jewish cemeteries 
and present-dayscenes;detailed 
bibliography and maps; and 
computerized inventory offam
ily and town records are also 

included in Jewish Roots in Po
land. 

With the assistance of the 
Polish State Archive"S and their 
cooperation, Weiner was able 
to complete a much-needed 
study tool. The author is certi
fied by the Board for Certifica
tion of Genealogists and an ex
pert in Holocaust research. She 
is the former executive director 
of the American Gathering of 
Holocaust Survivors in New 
York. Her newspaper column, 

"Roots and Branches," has ap
peared in more than 100 Jewish 
papers a nd she has contributed 
to The Encyclopedia of Jewish Ge
nealogy and the Jewish-American 
History and Culture: An Encyclo
pedia as well. As president of 
"Routes to Roots" Wei neroffers 
in-depth archival resea rch and 
customized visits to ancestral 
towns of the former USSR and 
Poland. Weiner lectures for vari
ous organizations, schools , 
synagogues and other institu
tions throughout the year. 

Tips For Discovering 
Family Roots: 

• Begin interviews and meet
ings with senior family mem
bers and ask about their rela
tives, Hebrew names, occupa
tions and ancestra l towns. 

• Askifthereareexistingfam
ily photos and make copies if 
possible. Identify people in the 
photos and their relationships. 

My True Love My Son 
by Carolyn Schwartz 

True Love is wearing sunglasses so your son cannot see 
your tears 

True Love is dying inside before burdening a young mind 
True Love is giving when there is nothing left to give, and 

even more to hold back when giving too much will hurt 
him. 

True Love is pushing your heart into a hidden corner for 
you-know he will not benefit from your grief 

True Love is sleepless nights and haunted dreams 
True Love is letting go when you want to hold on for dear 

life · 
True Love is saying goodbye 100 years too soon 
True Love is walking away without judging and never 

looking back 
True Love is praying someday before you die that in some 

small way he will understand how very much you 
loved him and be your friend. 

We welcome interpretations of your own and encourage any 
poets to submit samples of their work. Send any correspondence to 
Rhode Island Jewish Herald, Attn.: Yehudah Biss. 
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• Find out if there are old 
family documents (i.e .. natural
izationand immigration papers, 
passports, school records, etc.) 
or legal documents. 

• If possible, visit the cem
eterywherefamily membersare 
buried and take photos of the 
tombstones. 

• Locate passenger records 
(from old country to America). 
These documents list family 
members left behind and rela
tives that had already entered 

America. These records 
can be searched at the 
National Archives and 
Records Service in Wash
ington, D.C. 

• Locate naturalization 
records. Thesearealsoim
portant and include fam
ily names, dates, Joca
tions, nameof theshipand 
place of arrival. These 
records can be found in a 
number of locations in
cluding the Immigration 
and Naturalization Ser
vice in Washington, D.C. 
(Note: papers filed prior 
to 1906 contain less infor
mation.) 

• Researc h various 
family history institu
tions. Microfilm, newspa
pers, databases and pub
lished his tories can be of 
help in identifying ances

tral towns and families. 

(Compiled from "Roots and 
Branches" by M. Weiner) 

For more information abou t 
researchi ngJewish genealogy or 
about "Jewish Roots in Poland" 
contact Miriam Weiner a t 136 
Sandpiper Key, Secaucus, NJ 
07094. 

College jazz, high school jazz, 
and jazz performed by profes
sional musicians will chase 
away the mid-winter . blues 
when the University of Massa
chusetts Dartmouth hosts is 19th 
Jazz Festival on March 16, 17, 
and 18. Most performances are 
free . 

College Jazz Night opens the 
fes tival on March 16at7:30 p .m. 
in the main auditorium with 
performances by the jazz band, 
jazz ensemble, and vocal en
semble of UMass Dartmouth, 
and the Brown University Jazz 
Band. Admission is free . 

The UMass Dartmouth Jazz 
Faculty concert is March 17 at 
12:30 p.m. in the recital hall of 
the Visual and Performing Arts 
building. Admission is free. Per
forming will be Rick Britto,saxo
phone; Semenya McCord, vo-

cals; John Harrison, piano; Todd 
Baker, bass; Rick Schilling, gui
tar; and Herbie King, drums. 

The High School Jazz Band 
Festival is also March 17 at 3 
p .m . in the main auditorium. 
Admission is free. Performing 
will be bands from Somerset, 
Dartmouth, Portsmouth, West
port, Whitman-Hansen, Case, 
New Bedford, Barrington and 
Durfee high schools. 

The grand finaleGtiest Artist 
concert on March 18 at 7:30 p.m. 
in the main auditorium will fea
ture John Fedchock, trombone, 
with Allen Farnham, piano; 
Lynn Seaton, bass; and David 
Ratajczak, drums. The UMass 
Dartmouth Jazz Band will also 
perform. Tickets to the concert 
are $10, available at the door or 
call the university box office at 
(508) 999-8598. 

Mystic Seaport Celebrates 
Human Rights 

VIPs, including national, state and local government officials, 
corpora te leaders, not-for-profit organizations, school groups, re
ligious delegations, entertainers and the public will g~ther at 

· Mystic Seaport in Mystic, Conn., for an historic keel laying cer
emony. The ceremony will mark the beginrung of construction of 
the freedom schooner Amistad, a project that has taken four years 
to plan and develop. 

When construction is completed in 2000, the $3.1 million, 80-
foot, hand-hewn schooner will sail around the country as 
Connecticut's ed ucational ambassador, bringing lessons of his
tory, cooperation and leadership to Americans of all ages, interests 
and cu ltural backgrounds. 

March 8 was chosen as the date of the keel layi ng ceremony to 
coincide with the first annual observance of Amistad Sunday in the 
ca lendarof the 1.5 million member United Church of Christ, which 
is a sponsor of the vessel. The UCC's6,100 congregations-located 
in 49 American states, Puerto Rico and one Canadian province
are encouraged to remember and celebrate thE; Amistad event in 
worship March 8. Contact the UCC at (216) 736-2214 to find a 
service near you. 

NewGate Theatre Presents 
'The Servant of Two Masters' 

NewGateTheatrewillbepre
sentinga bit of merry pre-spring 
madness in the form of Carlo 
Goldorii's Commedia dell 'a rte 
madcap farce "The Servant of 
Two Masters" through March 
28. 

This production marks the 
second play in NewGate's 1998 
Artistic Director Audition Se
ries. Having just presented Sam 
Shepard's riveting drama, 
"Simpatico," directed by Karl 
Aspelund, NewGate now turns 
to matters more hilarious. Brien 
Lang, second artistic director 
candidate, is promising 
NewGate audiences a play that 
will make them roar with laugh
ter at the antics of the zany char
acters of Goldoni's comic mas
terpiece. 

The play opens with the an
nouncement of the engagement 
of lovely Clarice (daughter of 
the kind-hearted but slightly 
overwrought Pantalone de 
Bisognosi), to Silvio (son of the 
slightly officious, Latin-spout
ing Dr. Lombardi). Everything 
seems in order until the quick
witted serving man Tn.iffaldino 
arrives to announce that his 
master, Federigo Rasponi, is 
downstairs awaiting an invita
tion to enter. (Federigo was 
originally engaged to Clarice but 
everyone involved believed him 
to be killed in a duel.) Amid the 
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shock and confusion, a person 
claiming to be Federigo enters 
and demands the hand of Clarice 
(and theaccompanyingdowry). 

Only after everyone leaves in 
great distress is it revealed that 
Federigo is actually not Federigo 
but his sister, Beatrice, who left 
Turi'n after her brother was 
killed at the hands of her lover, 
Florindo Aretusi. Beatrice is 
traveling disguised as her 
brother in order to find Florindo. 
Only the innkeeper Brighella is 
aware of Beatrice's identity but 
she swears hlm to secrecy. 

Later that day, Truffaldino, 
always scheming, encounters 
Florindo, who has arrived look
ing for Beatrice. When Florindo 
reveals he is looking for a ser
vant, Truffaldino decides that 
he will try to take on two jobs, 
collect two paychecks and get 
fed twice as much. 

Thus, Truffaldino's attempts 
to keep his two masters from 
finding out about each other 
keeps the lovers apart and pro
duces preposterous, farcical 
mayhem in the NewGate loft 
theater space. Of course, all is 
ultimately set right, the right 
lovers are paired off, and every
one ends up happy, loved and 
well-fed. 

General admission tickets for 
"The Servant of Two Masters" 
<;:an be reserved !Jy calling the 

theater at 421-9680. All tickets 
are $12 each with a $2 discount 
for seniors and students. Group 
rates will be available for reser
vations of 10 persons or more. 
On March 3 (special preview 
performance) and March 12 all 
tickets will be on a "pay-what
you-can" basis. Performances 
will run March 4, March 6 and 
March 7, then will be presented 
on Thursdays, Fridays, and Sat
urdays for the remainder of the 
run. 

Soon to be announced: a spe
cial "Engagement Party" for the 
happy, but bemused couples of 
"The Servant of Two Masters" 
which is being planned for March 
19, 5:30 p.m. at Mario's Down
town Cafe at 110 Mathewson St., 
Providence. The proud parents 
will announce more information 
as soon as possible. 

THE 

PURPLE CAT 
RESTAURANT 

IN CHEPACHET SINCE 1929 

Fine Dining in a Relaxed 
Country Atmosphere 

' 

YOUR HOSTS. 
THE LA VO/E'S 

Chepachet Village, R.I. 
(401) 568-7161 

AT THE JUNCTION Of 
RTES . 44. 100. 102 
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OBITUARIES 
BEATRICE EVELYN COHEN 

PROVIDENCE - Beatrice 
Evelyn Cohen, 89, of 50 Randall 
Square, died Feb. 25 at Philip 
Hulitar Hospice Care Inpatient 
Center. She was the wife of the 
late Henry S. Cohen. 

Born in Chelsea, Mass., a 
daughter of the late Samuel and 
Mary Weiss, she had lived in 
Pennsylvania and Taunton, 
Mass., before moving to Provi
dence 14 years ago. 

She was a member of Hadas
sah, B' nai B'rith and Hamilton 
House. 

She leaves a son, Lewis G. 
Cohen in Pennsylvania; a 
daughter, Marcia Zisma n of 
Barrington; a brother, Eugene 
Weiss in Massachusetts; a sis
ter, Helen Martinello of Chelsea, 
Mass.; four grandchildren and 
two great-grandchildren. 

The funeral was held Feb. 27 
at Max Sugarman Memorial 
Chapel, 458 Hope St., Provi
dence. Burial was in Swan Point 
Cemetery, Providence. 

SIDNEY HORENSTEIN 
PROVIDENCE - Sidney 

Horenstein, 85, of 715 Putnam 
Pike, a salesman for Beck Beauty 
Supply Co., Providence, before 
retiring 20 years ago, died Feb. 
28 at Miriam Hospital, Provi
dence. He was the husband 
of t he late Alice (Novak) 
Horenstein. 

Born in Providence, a son of 
the late Eli and Ida (Wrightrnan) 
Horens tein, he li ved in 
Greenville for two years, previ
ously living in Warwick. 

He was a volunteer for the 
American Red Cross for 20 
years. 

He leaves a sister, Florence 
A.HorensteinofNewYorkCity, 
and several cousins. 

The funeral was held March 
2 from the Max Sugarman Me
moriai Chapel, 458 Hope St., 
Providence. Burial was private. 

ROSE MURRAY 
WARWICK-Rose Murray, 

83, of Shalom Apartments, 1 
Shalom Drive, died Feb. 26 at 
home. She was the wife of the 
late William Murray Senior. 

Born in Malden, Mass., a 
daughterof the late Samuel and 
Dora (Sax) Berg, she moved to 
Warwick 57 years ago from 
Providence. 

She was a member of Temple 
Tora! Yisrael in Cranston. 

She was a member of the 
Coast Guard Auxiliary, serving 
as a communications officer. She 
was a licensed ham radio opera
tor. 

She had owned Knitland, a 
fo rmer retail yarn store in War
wick, and had been proprietor 
of the former Discland Record 
Shop, in Warwick. 

She leaves a daughter, Lois 
Lindsey of Valley Center, Calif.; 
three sons, William Murray Jr. 
of Conway, S.C., Steven Murray 
of Long Beach., Calif., and 
Michael Murray of Red land, 
Ca lif. ; a s is te r, Louise 
GerstenblattofDover, N.H.; five 
g ra ndchildre n, three great
grandchi ldren and three great
great-grandchildren. She was 

the sister of the late Arthur and 
Edward Berg. She was the friend 
of John Stilson of Cranston. 

The funeral was held March 
1 in Mount Sinai Memorial 
Chapel, 825 Hope St., Provi
dence. Burial was in Lincoln 
Park Cemetery, Warwick. 

CLARE PARNESS 
PHOENIX, Ariz. - Clare 

Parness, 85, of Scottsdale, Ariz., 
formerly of Providence, a 
saleslady for the jewelry firm of 
Zale's at its Chelmsford, Mass., 
store before retiring, died March 
1 atKivelCareCenter, Phoenix. 
Shewas thewifeofthelateFrank 
Parness. 

Born in New York city, a 
daughter of the late Frank and 
Rebecca (Silverman) Parness, 
she lived in Lowell, Mass., for 
39 years, and Providence for 21 
years, be fore movi ng to 
Scottsdale in 1995. 

She attended Hunter College 
in New York City. She was a life 
member of Hadassah and a 
member of Har Zion Congrega
tion, Scottsdale, and its Sister
hood. She was a member of the 
former Temple Beth Israel, 
Providence, and now Temple 
Torat Yisrael, and a former 
member of Congregation Sons 
of Jacob in Providence. She was 
a member of the Chacma Senior 
Group in Scottsdale. 

She leaves a daughter, Bar
bara Sharfman of Scottsdale, 
with whom she made her home; 
a so n, Bruce Parness of 
Clermo nt, Fla. ; a brother, 
Charles "Danny" Parness of East 

MAx SUGARMAN MEMORIAL CHAPEL 
Over 100 years of professional, dignified and caring service to the Jewish 

community of Rhode Island and Southeastern Massachusetts 

/A\ Member of the Jewish 
:,_~ _] Funeral pirectors of America 

o, ·~···~~ 

458 Hope Street, Providence 
(Corner of Doyle Ave1111e) 

Please call for your 5758 New Year calendar. 
Call for our no-money-dawn, pre-need plans. 

331-8094 
1-800-447-1267 Lewis J. Bosler 

For over 40 years, the owner of Mount Sinai Memorial Chapel ... 
Mitchell ... has served Rhode Island Jewish families over 8,000 times._. 
as a professional Jewish funeral director ___ as did his father and 
grandfather 'since the 1870s ___ with honesty 

and integrity. 
One of the reasons why the majority of 

Rhode Island Jewish families call 

MOUNT SINAI 
MEMORIAL CHAPEL 

331-3337 
825 Hope at Fourth Streets 

Pre-need counseling with tax-free 
payment planning available. 

Please call for your 
5758 New Year calendar. 

From out of state call: 
1-800-33 1-3337 

Member of Jewish Funeral Directors of America 
Certified by R.I. Board of Rabbis 

G reenwich; a sister , Ethel 
Markowitz of Ashland, Ore.; 
four grandchildren and four 
great-grandchildren. She was a 
sister of the late Max Parness. 

A graveside funeral service 
was held March 3 at Lincoln 
Park Cemetery, Warwick. The 
service was coordinated by 
Mount Sinai Memorial Chapel, 
825 Hope St., Providence. 

RUTH STONE 
CRANSTON - Ruth Stone, 

81, formerly of Villa Avenue, an 
employee of the Rhode Island 
Registry of Motor Vehicles be
fore retiring 15 years ago, died 
March 1 at Cedar Crest Nursing 
Home. She was the wife of the 
late Ira M. Stone. 

Born in Bristol, a daughter of 
the late Jacob a nd Fannie 
(Delerson) Malasky, she lived 
in Providence, Pawtucket and 
Bristol before moving to Cran
ston 20 years ago. 

She was a graduateofBryant 
& Stratton College, now Bryant 
College. In the 1950s she was 
the owner, with her husband, of 
the former Ira's Spa on Reser
voir Avenue, Providence. She 
was later a housemother at the 

former O' Rourke Children's 
Center in North Providence. 

She was a member of the 
former Temple Beth_ Israel, 
Providence, now Temple Torat 
Yisrael in Cranston, where for 
many years she helped to serve 
breakfast to the bar mitzvah 
classes on Saturday mornings. 
She was active in the Sisterhood 
of the former Temple Beth Is
rael. She was a member of the 
Majestic Senior Guild of Cran
ston, with whom she traveled 
extensively, and a member of 
the Warwick Socia I Seniors. She 
had been a Girl Scout in Bristol, 
a nd later a Girl Scout leader .in 
Providence. She' was a member 
of the Mariner Ship Vigilant. 

She leaves a daughter, Freda 
Lehrer of Cranston; a son, Elliot 
Stone of Stoughton, Mass.; and 
four grandchildren. She was a 
sisterof the late Jessie and Harry 
Molasky, and Adrian Marlin. 

The funeral service was held 
March 3 at Temple Torat Yis
rael, Park Avenue, Cranston. 
Burial was in Lincoln Park Cem
etery, Warwick. The service was 
coordina ted by Mount Sinai 
Memoria l Chapel, 825 Hope St., 
Providence. 

U.S. Rabbi Trains 
Egyptians to Maintain 
Kosher Embassy 

by Marcia H. Kay 
Washington Jewish Week 

WASHINGTON (JTA) 
Imagine teaching the household 
staff of the U.S. embassy in Egypt 
the laws of kashrut while at the 
same time telling them why an 
egg, although a product of an 
animal, is considered pareve. 

That's what Rabbi Moshe 
Schreiber did when he traveled 
to Cairo recently to kasher the 
kitchen of the new U.S. ambas
sador to Egypt, Daniel Kurtzer. 

Kurtzer and his wife, who 
are observant Jews, knew that 
they needed the hands of an 
expert to kasher both kitchens 
in their new home. 

One kitchen, the main one, is 
used for entertaining; the other 
is the Kurtzers' persona l 
kitchen. 

The Kurtzers knew that keep
ing kosher wouldn' t be easy in 
a country where kosher meat 
and other kosher staples are al
most non-exis tent. Schreiber 
brought the family their first 
Shabbat meal with him from a 
Washington suburb. 

Future kosher orders will be 
made through the U.S. commis
sary system, which is headquar
tered in Philadelphia. 

The routine of kashering the 
embassy's kitchens was much 
like the routine used in 
kashering one's own home, 
Schreiber said. Many of the ap
pliances in the kitchens were 
new and required no kashering. 

But Schreiber hadn' t been 
worried about cleaning appli
ances. He had been more con
cerned about teaching a staff of 
Egyptians, many of whom had 
never met a Jew in their lives. 

But the rabbi, on his first trip 
to Egypt, discovered that his 
fears were unfounded . 

"They were all very friendly 
and cooperative," he said. 

During his two weeks at the 
embassy, Schrieber schooled the 
staff in the art of keeping a 

kitchen kosher. "There were no 
phi losophica l discussions" 
about the whys a nd wherefores 
of kashrut, he said. 

Schreiber explained the pro
hibition against mixing meat 
and mi lk together, not only in 
the cooking phase but in the 
eating portion of the meal. 

He also taught them about 
the need to keep meat and milk 
dishes, pots, pans and silver
wareseparate. "We placed signs 
a ll over the kitchen in Arabic," 
he said . 

The Kurtzers knew that 
keeping kosher wouldn't 

be easy in a country 
where kosher meat and 
other kosher staples are 

almost non-existent. 

Schriber noted that Muslim 
law requires that meat be butch
ered in a certain manner and 
that observant Muslims, like 
observant Jews, don' t eat pork. 

Explaining w hat types of 
foods are pareve presented the 
most problems. 

"If milk comes from an ani
mal, then they wanted to know 
whymilkisn'tconsideredameat 
product," said Schreiber. In the 
end, Schreiber simply made a 
lis t of what products were 
pareve. 

A blech, a piece of metal that 
covers the stove and stays warm 
for use during Shabbat, was 
made by the embassy s taff. 
Schreiber explained to the staff 
the need to keep one burner on 
during Shabbat, which in turn 
keeps the blech warm. He also 
told the staff that all prepara
tionsforShabbat should becom
plete by 4 p.m. on Friday. 

The hardest part for the staff, 
he said, wi ll "be remembering 
all the details." 
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Esther's Story 
(Continued from Page 8) 

I know the river well. In sum
mer and fall, my canoe and I are 
its frequent visitors. It has a slow, 
easy current, flowing northward 
- it is a tril::!utary to a larger 
river that will carry its waters to 
the not-so-distant ocean. 

Today, the river is swollen, 
though by no means flooded. 
Watching the water, I realize 
that if I were a s tranger to this 
river, I w·ould tell you that its 
current flows sou th, fo r the 
ripples on its surface surely in
dicate that this is so. 

My thoughts return to Esther. 
I compare her situation to that 
o f the bubbling broo k -
straightforward, unambiguous. 
Really, she had no ·choice. 

How could she do other than 
save her people, even at the risk 
of her own life? How could she 
do other than standup for what 
she believed a nd who she was? 
C learl y , to m y mind , s he 
couldn' t. The stakes were too 
high. The future of an entire 
people rested on her shoulders. 

I have encountered some such 
situations in my life -clear-cut, 
unambiguous, yet not without 
their risks. I have tried my best to 
stand up for w hat I believe and 
for who I am, and sometimes, 
like Esther, I have succeed ed in 
changing the course of events. 
More often, I have come out only . 
with the -satisfaction of not hav
ing betrayed myself. 

But life is rarely so simple. 
Noteverysituationis likea bub
bling brook or Esther vs. Haman. 
More often, the metaphor of the 

Hillel 
(Continued from Page 3) 

Rabbi Fend rick, the director 
of Visions for Change, Brown
RISO Hillel's p ublic service ini
tiative, wanted to s tart a conver
sation for the Jewish commu
nity on campus. 

"I thought about something 
that wou ld be structured like a 
traditional Jewish text but that 
would allow for rea l conversa
tion," she said. "I wanted people 
to be able to talk abou t w hat our 
responsibilities are ,to each other 
and ou r communi ty a nd our 
planet." · 

Sho rtly therea fter, Rabbi 
Fendrick allocated some Visions 
for Change fund ing for her new 
project, secu red a grant from 
Hillelinternational,andselected 
some passages in the Jewish 
texts that she thought would 
promote an exchange of ideas 
about some of the aforemen
tioned questions. 

Although the fi rs t issue is out, 
she admits that there are some 
u nanswered questions about 
Sparks. 

"So far, the publication wil l 
come out twice a year," Rabbi 
Fendrick said . "I' m thinking 
about how to expand it beyond 
myself , a nd I'm considering an 
advisory committee. But it's a 
start." 

YOU'RI UAVING? 
Take time to let us know. Whenever 
and wherever you go, we want you 
to tell us. Tell US - not the Post 

Office. They don't tell us 
everything, you knowl 

slow-moving river with ripples 
formed by the wind holds sway. 

I think again of Esther. Yes, 
she is a heroine. Even if she 
didn' t really have a ·choice, it 
s till couldn' t have been easy to 
face possible death with cour
age and d ignity. I think how 
much courage it takes me to face 
situations that are not life· and 
dea th a t all, but more like life 
and death to the psyche, and my 
respect for Esther grows. 

Many of my questions remain 
unanswered . Ultimately, I re
spect her, though I still have some 
feelings of discomfort about her. 
She was so incredibly beautiful. 
I doubt that I will ever be 11ble to 
identify with that. 

And as a woman, I will al
ways wish that she had been able 
to realize for herself what she 
needed to do, rather than having 
to be told by a man. Yes, I know, 
the s tory took place long ago. 

My thoughts return to the 
stream and the river. The stream 
is young, I think. To the young, 
there is so little ambiguity in 
life. The river is older, it takes its 
time. It doesn' t need to tell the 
world w here it is going. It sim-
ply goes there. _ 

Perhaps that is, after a ll, how 
I need to remember Esther. She 
did want she needed to do, and 
she d id it in her own way, not 
someone else's. 

Does anything else really 
matter? 

Katy Allen is a Jewish story
teller and freelance writer. 

NCJW 
(Continued from Page 3) 

and Rhode Island's Israel Bonds 
Campaign. A former head of 
Jewish Federation of Rhode Is
land , he has devoted time to 
numerous causes and organiza
tions. 

"It's om major fund-raising 
event of the year, and we're ex
pecting between 200 and 400 
people," NCJW co-president 
Carol Brooklyn said. 

Brooklyn discussed some of 
the many NCJW causes and ac
tivities that proceeds from the 
luncheon will support. 

"Every year, we give camp
erships to Camp JORI, a Jewish 
camp in South County, and 
Camp Ruggles, Rhode Island's 
only camp for emotionally dis
turbed childre n," exp lained 
Brooklyn. "They help need y 
families provide their children 
with enjoyable summers." 

NCJW also provides about 
$6,000 in competitive scholar
ship monies that are accessible 
to all Rhode Island's college
bound high school seniors. 

Long oriented towards fur
thering education, NCJW also 
sponsors "Shalom Israel," a pro
gram that places NCJW mem
bers in sixth grad e classrooms 
across the s ta te, where they stay 
for about 40 minutes to deliver 
colorful presentations about Is
raeli history and cu lture. 

For younger chi ldren and 
their fami lies, NCJW offers a 
Home Instruction Program for 
Preschool Yo ungs ters, a 
compellation of course materi
als designed to help parents with 
limited formal education to pro
vide education for their pre
school children. 

THE RHODE ISLAND JEWISH HERALD, THURSDAY, MARCH 5, 1998 - 3 

THE RHODE ISLAND JEWISH HERALD, THURSDAY, MARctt ,,, 199a 19 

Songs and Stories 
(Continued from Page 5) 

Sephardic and Marranic Juda
ism, and Judi th Cohen's last lyr
ics were dedicated to her. "Long 
live Queen Esther!" she intoned 
in a mix of Portuguese and Span
ish syllables. It was her secrecy, 
her sense of purpose, her intelli
gent beau ty, and her dilemmas 
that endear her to Jews from 
Persia to Portuga l. Rufina ex
plained the term "Saudade" -a 
painful and_ poignant nostalgia 
for a lost culture that leaves hurt 
in its historic wake but also the 
bittersweet longing for return, 
and the moment ofhesitationin 
Esther's choice. 

And what isherbeautythatso 
captivated the king?Torah never 
spells out its form and shape, but 
only its power. There are even 
commentaries that claim Morde
chai, too, was in love with her. 

So perhaps we could see 
Vashti and Esther in the high
jinks of "Saudade" at Temple 
Emanu-El. 

Violence 
(Continued from Page 4) 

and stabbings, institutional and 
even international violence all 
begin and end with individuals 
- withpeople likeus," shenotes. 

To the question, "What can 
we do about it?" members of the 
clinical staff at Jewish Family 
Service offer some useful ad vice. 

We must learn to do better 
with our anger and hostility, 
they say, because w hen we learn 
to tame our anger we replace 
violence with self-control. They 
also suggest that we must de
velop ourproblem-solvingskills 
to the best of our ability and 
then teach them to our children 
and grandchildren. Modeling 
these skills with our co-workers 
and employees, they advise, is 
also very important. !tis in these 
ways that we can begin to learn 
how to resolve our conflicts 
peacefully. 

For information on counsel
ing and other services offered 
by Jewish Family Service, call 
331-1244. 

ATTENTION 
READERS AND 
ADVERTISERS! 

The Rhode Island J ewish H erald 
is preparing for some important 

upcoming events. 
We ask/or the community}s 

assistance and con tributions. 

Please send tu any relevant stories, 
pbotos or o,ganiud programs 

and press releases you m ay have 
f or any, o,· al~ of these issues: 

MARCH19 -
POST-PURIM REVIEW 

APRIL 2 - SPECIAL 
PASSOVER INSERT 

Deadline for all· editorial and/ 
or advertising material is due 
the Friday before each issue. 

If you would like your 
materials rentrned , please 
enclose a self-addressed, 

stamped envelope. Clearly 
label all photos and stories and 
include a contact name, phone 

number and address with all 
m aterials and mail to: 

Rhode Island Jewish H erald 
P.O, Box 6063 

Providence, RI 02940 
Ann: Special Issues 

FOR QUESTIONS, CALL TARA 
AT (401 ) 724-0200 

CLASSIF-IED 
Jews, Movies, 

the Dream 
(Continued from Page 5) 

And yet, the clips of Mickey 
Rooney and Judy Garland can
not fail to stir your spirits, a 
Jewish hope for tomorrow and 
a happy family. 

The most enduring and du
rable of the studios with the 
bravest and most intelligent 
writers was Warner Brothers, 
which risked elements of trag
edy and truth.Jack Warner him
self, however, was a less than 
lovely character. He divorced 
his wife, fired his son, betrayed 
his second wife, fought so bi t
terly with his brother Harry that 
he caused his dea th from a 
stroke-and never really even 
recognized or knew the names 
of some of his major s tars. 
(David Geffen now lives in his 
Beverly Hills mansion, and 
keeps his private room intact 
like a shrine.) 

This is deep and complex 
stuff. If Hollywood is indeed a 
Jewish concept, then each fi lm 
like a prayer goes up-to heaven. 
The legacy of "Hollywoodism" 
is more challenge than nostal
gia . The lyrical beauty and flash
ing truth of a few masterpieces 
contrasts with the mixed mes
sages a nd garbled words of ou r 
heritage. The fina l scene in this 
fo r thcoming motion p ictu re 
shows the bloated and yet trivial 
finale of "Independence Day," 
in w hich the world struggles 
with alien enemies and finds 
peace within war. Hardly a re
alis tic or responsible summing 
up of [he wartime victory of 
Paramount Pictures over Nazi 
a nti-Semitic smears. 

PAULENE JEWELERS 
A ppraising • B e ad Strin ging 

Fine Jew e lry R e p air 

We Succeed Where Others Fail 
(401 ) 274-9460 

· GUTTERS 

INSTALLATION, REPAIRS AND CLEANING 
- 30 years experience. Call Mr. Gutter, 354-
6725, Providence, 884-0714. 3/5/99 

HEAL TH AND BEAUTY 

GENTLE SKIN CARE: One artist - aroma
theraphy facial, waxing, hair, m~keup. Rea
sonable. Privacy and pampering. Call Janice 
467-0720. 3/12/98 

INSURANCE 

FED UP WITH YOUR HEALTH INSURANCE? 
Personally designed coverage for individu
als, self-employeds, families. 1-800-859-
1930. 3/5/98 

JOBS WANTED 

KIDSHOW VENTRILOQUIST/MAGICIAN -
Birthdays, Bar Mitzvhas, etc. Fully interactive 
shows include comedy, kooky balloon ani
mals, funny lace painting, mystical magic, 
music, and a visit lrom one or more zany 
animal friends. Call Mark (401 ) 461;._0073. 

4/2/98 

PERSONAL CARE PROVIDER - Tired ol 
paying agency lees? Need someone wh"o 
cares? Has 20 years experience, excellent 
references. Call day or night 433-0827. 

3/5/98 

PET SERVICES 

BOW WOWS - Pet sitting service and more. 
Now you can leave them ... and leave them 
loved. Call 724-9963. 3/5/98 

SERVICES 

FREE CASH GRANTS College. Scholarships. 
Business, Medical Bills. Never repay. Toll
Free 1 (800) 218-9000, ext. G-5308.5/8/98 

RETIRED POLICER OFFICER available for 
driving and home protection. Live 10 miles 
from Providence. Call John (508) 252-3825. 

Send Classbox Correspondence To: 

ClassBox No. 
The R.I. Jewish Herald 
P.O. Box 6063 
Providence. A.I. 02940 

3/5/98 

R.I. Jewish Hera/dclassil1ed ads cost S3 1oc 15 words or 
less. Additional words cost 12 cents each. Payment must be 
received by Monday at 4 p.m. prior to the Thursday when the 
ad is scheduled to appear. This newspaper will not. know· 
ingly, accept any actvenising lor real estate which is in 
violatiOn or the A.I. Fair Housing Act and Section 804 (C) ol 
Title VIII of the 1968 Civil Rights Act. Our readers are herby 
informed that all dwelling/housing accommodations adver
tised in thisnewspaper are availableon an eQual opportunity 
basis. 

,----------- -.,!--, - - ----7 
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CLASSIFIEDS 
15 words for $3.00 • 12¢ each additional word 

Category 

Message 

Name 

Address 

Phone 

No. Words Dale(s) Run ________ _ 

To Inc lude a box number, send an additional $5.00. All responses 
will be malled t o the Herald via box number, and forwarded to c las
sified advertiser. Payment MUST be received by Monday afternoon. PRIOR to 
the Thursday on which the ad is to appear 10% discount given for ads running 
continuously !or one year. 
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Adoption R.I. Hosts 
6th Annual Conference 

Open House at 
UMass Dartmouth 

Observatory Adoption Rhode Island will 
hold .its sixth annual confer
ence, Building Families 
Through Adoption: A Lifetime 
Commitment," on March 14 at 
Winman Junior High School in 
Warwick. 

Thedaylongconferencewill 
feature more than 40 work
shops on all types of adoption, 
with plenty to offer for people 
considering adoption, adoptive 
parents and their relatives and 
friends, and adoption profes
sionals. Workshop topics will 
include introduction to adop
tion, single parent adoption, 
special needs adoption, biologi
cal and adoptive families, in
fan t and international adop
tion, how do I know I'm ready 
to adopt? and more! 

This year's keynote speaker 

will be Dee Paddock, adoptive 
parent, psychotherapist, con
sultant, and founderofFamilies 
Wi th a Difference. 

Her keynote address, "Bent 
But Not Broken: Building Resil
ient Adoptive Families," will be 
an informative and entertaining 
presentation on building resil
ience into adoptive farnily life. 

Car pools can be arranged 
for those who need transporta
tion to the conference. Child care 
is also avai lable. 

Conference admission is $25 
per person. For more informa
tion and a conference brochure, 
call Adoption Rhode Island at 
724-1910. 

Do not allow the fee to pre
vent you from coming; call 
Adoption Rhode Island for re
duced rate information. 

The University of Massachu
setts Dartmouth Observatory, 
located just west of 1( 
the campus en- ~ 
trance, will hold an * 
open house March 
9, starting at 7 p.m., 
weather permitting. The 
public is invited. 

Audubon Maple Sugaring Trip 

The centerpiece of the obser
vatory., which achieved ·"fi rst 
light" during the fall of 1993, is 
the 14-inch diameter reflector 
telescope and its modern com
puter-controlled mount. Celes
tial images are recorded either 
by conventional photography or 
a state-of-the-a rt electronic cam
era. The observatory is used by 
faculty and students for in-class 
study as well as advanced re
search projects. Periodically, 
members of the local commu
nity are invited to view the sky 
during public open houses and 
scheduled group visits. 

For more information about 
this or future observatory open 
houses or to schedule group vis
its , contact Professor Alan 
Hirshfeld at (508) 999-8715. 

The Audubon Socie ty of 
Rhode Isla nd will offer a maple 
sugaring trip to historic 
Deerfield Village on March 12. 
Van departure is scheduled fo r 
7 a.m. from the Caratunk Wild
life Refuge in Seekonk, Mass. 
The fee for thi s excursion is $39 
per ASRJ member and $43 per 
non-member, pre-payment re-

quired. If you have any ques
tions or would like to register 
for this program, call the 
Caratunk Nature Center at (508) 
761-8230. 

Upon at'ri val in Deerfield, the 
first destination is the William's 
Farm Sugarhouse, where par
ticipants wi ll settle down to a 
big farm-style breakfast. A 
guided tour of the property will 
follow as the tour sets out to 
learn the finer points of maple 
sugaring in New England. Time 
will be allowed to explore the 
his toric houses and shops which 
line the streets of this pictur
esque town. Finally, one last stop 
to the Yankee Candle Factory 
before the trip back to Caratunk. 
Space is limited and is filling up 
quickly so call to reserve your 
place today. 

RI Civil War 
Roundtable 

The Rhode Island Civil War 
Roundtable and the Cranston 
Public Library will host Gregg 
Mierka, curator of Genera l 
Greene's Homestead, for his talk 
onGeneralGeorgeSearsGreene, 
"Rhode Island's Genera ls." 

The program will be held 
March 18 at 7 p.m. in the Will 
Hall Library Auditorium, 1825 
Broad St. The program is free 
and open to the public. 

For information, call 781-
2450. 

Part-Time Religious 
School Director 

Conservative, Egalitarian, Synagogue-based 
After School Program in Southeastern, MA 

Administrative and Curricular Skills Required. 
Please send resume to:, 

Ziskind School Search Co·mmittee 
Tifereth Israel Congregation 

145 Brownell Avenue 
New Bedford, MA 02740 

Allstate 
You"re in good hands. 

Don't pay 
full sticker price 
for car insurance 
Michael D. Hagerty 

Allstate Insurance Company 
Blackstone Place, 727 East A venue 
Pawtucket, RI 02860 
Bus (401) 729-1911 • FAX (401) 729-1851 

For less than perfect drivers-
Being in good hands is the only place to be:-
e 1996Allmic lndcmnityComplny, Nonhbrook, lllinoi~. Sub)eCI 10 loal 

availabili1y aud qualificuions. Ocher 1crms, condi1ions and c.clw-ions may apply. 

Car 'Junking' Benefits 
Meeting Street Center 

Meeting Street Center /Easter Seal Society of Rhode Island, Inc. 
is looking for people who want to donate unwanted vehicles, in 
any condition, to help some very special individuals and at the 
same time, receive a valuable tax write-off. "Kars For Kids," the 
brainchild of Red's Auto, takes in donated vehicles, with all 
proceeds from the "junking" of them going to Meeting Street 
Center /Easter Seal Society of Rhode Island. 

As a long-time effort for Meeting Street Center, "Kars For Kids" 
successfully brings in funds annually to help support the pro
grams of the non-profit agency. The programs include Meeting 
Street School, Outpatient Rehabilitation Services, and the Metro
politan Region Early Intervention Pr~gram. 

The centers mission is to work with individuals of all ages with 
disabilities and special needs,alongwith their fami lies, in enabling 
them to achieve the highest quality of life and maximum indepen
dence. 

To donate your unwanted vehicles and receive a valuable tax 
write-off in the "Kars For Kids" program, contact Katie Petrucci at 
438-9500, ext. 231. 

Nobel Prize Winner Speaks at 
BCC For Women's History Month 

Vermont native Jody Will
iams, who won the Nobel Peace 
Prize for her efforts to ban land 
mines, will address the issues of 
Land Mines, War, Women's Se
curity and Health Worldwide 
as part of Bristol Community 
College' s celebration of 
Women's History Month. Will
iams' presentation is scheduled 
for March 13, a t 10 a.m. in the 
Margaret L. Jackson Arts Cen
ter, Room H-209. 

tiracial Families" and "Love 
Makes a Family: Portraits of 
Lesbian and Gay Families." 

Also highlighting this year's 
calendar of events at the co llege 
are two photo ex hibits, "Of 
Many Colors: Portraits of Mui-

"Of Many Colors," offers a 
powerful vision of the growing 
diversity of the American fam
ily. The exhibit runs from Apri l 
2 to 14. "Love Makes a Family," 
which combines text and 
photographs, allows viewers to 
experience the s trength, sup
port, a nd love found within 
gay and lesbian families. It opens 
on April 15 and runs through 
April 29. 

For information, ca ll (508) 
· 678-2811, ext. 2392. 

Beanie Baby Raffle Benefits 
R.I. Community Food Bank 

The Brown University Bookstore wi ll hold weekly raffles in 
March for the chance to win a "Princess" bear from The Beanie 
Babies Collection. The bookstore will donate a ll proceeds to the 
Rhode Island Community Food Bank. · 

Beginning March 6, tickets may be purchased for $1 each at the 
bookstore's customer service desk. Drawings will be held atl p.m. on 
March 13,March20and March 27. Winners will be notified by mail or 
by phone, and do not need to be present at the time of the drawing. 

For more information, ca ll 863-3168. 

¢1<~{1~¢ 
PURIM IS MARCH 11 TH AND 12TH 

We Have Masks, Megillahs, Groggers, 
~ Stickers, Shaloch Manot Bags, r~ 
~ Disguise Kits, etc. \ 
77 Burlington Street (off Hope Street), Providence 

454-4775 Monday-Thursday 10-5:30 • Friday9:30-2 • Sunday 10-2 

Special of the 

3~2%Month 
U off retail 

on all-Aqua Marine Rings in Stock 
EXCLUSIVELY AT 

(concan nonJl ~ 
J ewelers ~ 

Where old-fashioned service and value are not old-fashioned concepts 
2190 BROAD STREET, CRANSTON, R.I . 02905 • TEL. 467-4727 

MONDAY-THURSDAY 10-6, FRIDAY 10-8, SATURDAY 10-4 

I I 


