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Clinton Turns to
Jewish Group For
Child Care Plan

by Daniel Kurtzman

WAHIII]\( TON' (JTA) —
Twenty-five years after the Na-
tional Council on Jewish
Women issued a landmark
study exposing the child-care
crisis in America, President
Clinton recently turned to the
group in his effort to build sup-
port for his child care initiative
and broader educational goals.

In his first personal appear-
ance beforea Jewish convention
since his second term bcbdn,
Clinton praised the group’s
work in promoting these issues.

While many Jewish groups
seek the president’s presence,
such appearances are rare.

Clinton’s decision to speak
in front of the women's activist
organization wasseenat leastin
partas an effort to recognize the
pioneering work the 90,000-
member NCJW hasdonein plac-
ing the child care issue on the
nation’s radar.

Infact, notmuch haschanged
sinceNCJW —anadvocacyand
educational group that focuses
mostly on issues related to
women, children and families

— issued its report, “Windows
on Daycare.”

Many of the same findings
apply today: an acute shortage
of care, a high turnover among
caregivers, poor training, inad-
equate licensing, low reimburse-
mentratesinsomestatesand an
overall lack of quality.

Whiledecrying the poor edu-
cational showing of American
high school students in math
and science and the failures of
adults responsible for educat-
ing them, Clinton, in his speech,
emphasized the importance of
starting “with the basics” in ar-
eas such as child care.

“Thereare still toomany kids
that don't get off to the start
they need,” Clinton said at
NCJW’s Washington Institute,
which the group holds for activ-
ists every three years.

Child care is one of the core
issues on the group’s agenda
for the coming year. The more
than 700 Jewish Activists from
across the country were slated
to fan out across Capitol Hill
recently to urge lawmakers to
support legislation aimed at
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improving the quality of child
care.

They also planned to lobby
members of Congress to oppose
school voucher initiatives and
support continued funding for
international family planning
programs — the group’s two

U.S. Presses Swiss Firms
to Pay Insurance Policies

by Fredy Rom

ZURICH (JTA) — American
pressure is mounting on Swiss
insurance companies to make
good on unpaid policies from
the Holocaust era.

The row recently intensified
after Swiss insurers argued that
domestic laws bar them from
opening up their books regard-
ing the insurance policies taken
out by Holocaust victims.

U.S. insurance officials, in
turn, have accused Swiss insur-
ers of blocking access to their
archives to cover up their be-
havior during World War I1.

The National Association of
Insurance Commissioners has
been holding a series of hear-
ings across the United States to
seek out Holocaust survivors
and the heirs of victims who
have not received payouts from
insurance policies held during
World War 1.

Theofficials are investigating
claims that European insurance
firms blocked payments to the
families of death camp victims.

Deborah Senn, president of
the commissioners group,
threatened to send American
inspectors to Switzerland.

“We see a legal basis for in-
vestigations in Switzerland be-
cause these companies also op-
erate in the U.S.,” Senn said in
an interview published here.

The efforts of her group are
significant for Europeaninsur-
ers because the American offi-
cials have regulatory power
over the American affiliates
and subsidiaries of the targeted
European insurance compa-
nies.

In a reflection of how seri-
ously Swiss officials take the is-
sue, the Foreign Ministry will
soon be dispatching Ambassa-
dor Thomas Borer to Washing-
ton for meetings with the U.S.
insurance officials.

Borer, who has served as
Swiltzerland’s point man on is-
sues relating to the country’s
warlime aclivities, spent much
of last year dealing withaccusa-
tions that Swiss banks had close

financial ties to the Nazis and
hoarded the contents of long-
dormant bank accounts opened
by Holocaust victims.

“We are setting up meetings
with U.S. officials to discuss
ways of solving this problem.
We are trying to establish dia-
logue,” said a Swiss Foreign
Ministry spokeswoman.

Last year, a group of Holo-
caust victims and their families
filed a class-action lawsuit
against seven European insur-
ance companies, alleging they
withheld, concealed or con-
verted the proceeds of policies
sold before 1946.

The experiences of many of
the claimants parallel those of
depositors trying to collect on
dormant Swiss bank accounts,
but the sums at stake may be
much larger.

Lawyers for the survivors
estimate that the class-action
lawsuit, now pending in New
York federal court, could affect
10,000 claimants and involve
billions of dollars in damages.

other priority issues this year.

“We know child care is
needed now more thaneverand
we remind those on Capitol Hill
whosuggest that womenshould
stay home that unfortunately
many parents do not have that
choice,” said Nan Rich of
Westin, Fla., the national presi-
dent of NCJW.

“Most women work outside
the home out of economic ne-
cessity.”

Inwide-ranging remarks that
touched on Iraq and campaign
financereform, Clintonalso high-
lighted the success of an NCJW
brainchild, a program called
HIPPY —Home Instruction Pro-
gram for Preschool Youngsters.

Developed in 1969 by
NCJW’s research arm at the
Hebrew University in Jerusa-
lem, the program was designed
to help parents with limited for-
mal schooling provide educa-
tion enrichment for their pre-
school children.

In 1986, Hillary Clinton in-
vited Rich to Arkansas to talk to
her and then-governor Clinton
about the program, and Arkan-
sassoon became the firststate to
implement it.

It has since expanded to 26
states, serving more than 13,000
families.

“If every child could be in
that kind of program, it would
do as much to strengthen fami-
lies and the later success of chil-
dren who are otherwise at risk
as anything we could do,”
Clinton said.

Clinton also reiterated the
proposal he unveiled earlier this
year for spending $21.7 billion

onchild care programs over five
years to improve the afford-
ability, accessibility and quality
of child care.

“It'saconstantstruggle tobal-
ance doing what'srightasa pro-
fessional and making sure that
you take care of your child,” said
Amy Baker, director of NCJW’s
Center For The Child, which
works to promote the well-being
of children and families.

“You can’t warehouse a kid,
and, optimally, kids shouldn’t
be in child care 10 or 12 hours a
day, but you don’t always have
thatchoice,” said Debbie Greene
of Dallas, Texas, a 42-year-old
mother oftwowhoteachesearly
childhood education.

“If you're going to have chil-
drenin care, it needs to be qual-
ity care for their emotional,
physical, social and intellectual
well-being — it’s imperative.”

In appearing before the Jew-
ish women’s organization,
Clinton was reaching out to one
of his core constituencies. If his
support among women has
waned atallin the face of allega-
tions about presidential pecca-
dilloes, it was nol apparent in
this group.

Clinton worked the rope
lines for nearly 20 minutes,
shaking hands with just about
every eager-faced participant
within reach, even hoisting up
a baby.

“We feel really honored that
he thinks so highly about the
National Council of Jewish
Women, and we certainly feel
the same way about him,” said
Helene Wichner of San Pablo,
Calif.
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HAPPENINGS

Cranston Public Schools
Art Teachers’ Exhibit

The Cranston Public Schools Art Teachers will exhibit their art
at the Cranston Public Library, 140Sockanosset Cross Road, from
March 5 through 29.

The exhibit and reception are free and open to the public. The
library is accessible to people with physical handicaps.

Center for Portuguese Studies
Presents Lecture Series

The Center for Portuguese Studies & Culture at University of
Massachusetts Dartmouth presents a series of three lectures dur-
ing the month of March.

* “Immoral Behavior: Luso-Brazilian Ideas about lllegality,”
presented by Dr. Ernst Pijning, Ph.D., John Hopkins University,
takes place March 10, 8 p.m. in the center’s Conference Room,
Liberal Arts Building, Room 212 (Parking lot 3,4).

* “Azorean Literature after April 25, 1997," presented in Portu-
guese by Luiz Antonio de Assis Brasil, takes place March 13 at
noon, also in the Center’s conference room.

For more information, contact the center at (508) 999-9270.

Karate for Beginners Offered at YMCA

The Pawtucket Family YMCA will offer a beginner class in
karate for ages 13 to adult, starting on March 25.

The class will meetevery Wednesday for seven weeks, fromé to
7:30 p.m. The cost is $30 for full members and $45 for activity
members.

Participants will have a rigorous workout, while learning a
traditional style of karate, Okinawan Goju Ryu. The class will
initially focus onbasic techniques, including punches, kicks, blocks,
stances and movement.

These techniques will be incorporated into more advanced
techniques, including Kata, Ippon Kumite (one step fighting) and
kakie, or “pushing hands.”

The instructor, Karen Chandran, has more than 10 years of
martial arts training.

For registration information, contact fitness director, Sue Jack,
at the Pawtucket Family YMCA, 20 Summer St., Pawtucket, R.I., at
727-7900.
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Calendar; March 9 thru March 19

0ld Slater Mill Opening Day, 1 to 5 p.m., celebrate 1998 opening season, $1 off admission,
Pawtucket. Call 725-8638.

Women's History Month at Brown University, join author Nancy Kricorian for reading and
book signing of Zabelle, Brown Bookstore, Providence, 4 p.m. For full list of events, call 863-
2189.

“Ma & Pa at Home,” Perishable Theatre, Providence, March 5 to 14. Series of multimedia art
and performances. Call 331-2695 for tickets.

A Literary-Art Happening, art installation and reading, 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at French House in
Providence. Honors 50th anniversary of death of French writer Antonin Artaud.

“Acts of Power: The Jewish Women's Cultural Show,” 9 p.m. part of Jewish Women’s Week
at Brown, in Andrews Dining Hall. Features performances of talented Jewish women. Free
and open to public.

Jewish Film Festival explores women and identity, 6:30, Rhede Island School Design
auditorium. “The Return of Sarah’s Daughters,” a documentary about three modern Ortho-
dox women and “Nick and Rachel,” film about romance between Orthodox Jewish woman
and non-Jewish man. Call 863-2805.

Western New England Region of Hadassah and North Atlantic Region of Jewish Women
International co-sponsor “A Dialogue With Jewish Lesbians,” at Brandeis University, Waltham,
Mass., 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Many guest speakers and authors will be present. To register, call
(800) 232-2624.

Family Israeli Dance Workshop at Jewish Community Center Leventhal-Sidman Center,
Newton, Mass., 1:30 to 3 p.m. Call (617) 558-6480 to register.

Temple Emanu-El USY Purim Carnival, Providence, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. All ages are welcome.
Enjoy games and prizes, raffle and kosher grill lunch. Call 331-1616.

“Soldiers Without Portfolio: Christianity, Islam and Irregular War” with John Kelsay,
professor of religious studies at Florida State University, 7:30 p.m. at Brown University
Wilson Hall, sponsored by Brown University department of religious studies.

Monday Book Club discusses “Portrait of an Artist: Biography of Georgia O'Keeffe,” by L.
Lisle, Books on the Square, Providence, 7:30 p.m.

Touro Synagogue, Newport, Megillah reading 6:30 p.m., Purim party follows, wear cos-
tumes! Call 847-4794 for information.

Jewish Film Festival at RISD auditorium. “Unknown Secrets: Art & the Rosenberg Era” (28
min.) and “Song of the Siren” (91 min.). A dessert reception will follow. Call 863-9354.
“Border, Race & Leadership” with Ms. Magazine editor, Marcia Gillespie at UMass Dart-
mouth, 8 p.m. Free and open to public. Call (508) 730-4584 for information.

Arthritis Self-Help Courses, Warwick and Cranston, March 11 to April 15, 6 to 8 p.m. Led and
taught by D. Harrison. Preregisteration necessary. Call 434-5792.

Purim Dinner and Service at Congregation B'nai Israel, Woonsocket, costume parade and
surprise raffle. Dinner followed by Megillah service at 7 p.m. Reservations required. R.S.V.P.
to 762-3651.

Purim Spiel at Temple Emanu-El, Providence. Megillah reading at 7 p.m., followed by
costume parade and show. Call 331-1616 for information.

Arab women discuss the peace process, part of Women'’s History Month at Brown, 4 p.m. in
Salomon Center.

Grand Purim Feast of Chabad of West Bay Chai Center, Warwick. The feast will be held at
Temple Am David, Warwick, 5 p.m. Enjoy an early Megillah reading, hors d’oeuvres, klezmer
and more. Call to reserve early, 884-4071.

New England Rabbinical College 11th annual Purim Parade, 10:30 a.m. on Elmgrove Ave.,
Providence. Students are invited to dress for costume contest.

Siperstein Family Scholar-in-Residence at Temple Torat Yisrael, Cranston. Rabbi Cohen
will visit the Temple March 13 to 15, For information, call Cantor Liberman at 785-1800.
Star Gaze at Wheaton College Observatory, open to public, 7:30 to 8:30 p.m., free of charge.
Look through seven computerized telescopes at Saturn, Mars and the moon. Call for weather
conditions or more information and further dates at (508) 286-3937.

Four Winning Plays of Second annual Youth Playwriting Competition, Vartan Gregorian
School, Providence, March 13 to 14, 7 p.m. Sponsored by R.I. Committee for the Humanities.
Call 331-7174.

Audubon Society of R.L Full moon frog walk at Caratunk Wildlife Refuge in Seekonk, 7:30
p-m. Call to preregister at (508) 761-823(.

“Wind Songs” at Rhode Island College, 8:15 p.m. in Roberts Auditorium. Admission $7,
senior citizens and non-RIC students $5; RIC students free. For more information, call 456~
8244,

State of the Nations, Joseph C. Harschat Newport Art Museum, 76 Bellvue Ave. Honored
writer and columnist will present opinions about what 1998 has in store for us.

Greenwich Odeum presents folksinger Patty Larkin, 8 p.m., E. Greenwich, 885-9119.
“Bartok and Boléro,” a Classical Series concert at Veterans Memorial Auditorium, at § p.m.
Tickets are available at the Rhode Island Philharmonic box office through March 13 at 3 p.m.
The Philharmonic is located at 222 Richmond St. Tickets may be purchased by calling 831-
3123, ext. 10, or in person Monday through Thursday 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. for $20, $30 and $35
for adults.

Tourney Time with Club 456 at Jewish Community Center of Rhode Island, 1:30 to 3:30,
foosball, ping pong and pool tournaments, prizes for winners. Call to register, 861-8800, ext.
147.

Temple Emanu-El Leisure Club meeting at 2 p.m. Guest speaker, Dr. C. Ingall speaks on
“Role of Education in Survival of Jewish Community.”
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Hillel Rabbi Parents
New Publication

by Emily Torgan-Shalansky

Jewish Community Reporter

Brown University students
better watch out— by the end of
this week, Sparks will be flying
all over the campus.

But according to their cre-
ator, Hillel Foundation Rabbi
Susan Fendrick, the only things
that these special Sparks will
ignite are the ideas and public
discussion that she developed
in a new publication, entitled
Sparks, to stimulate.

“Iselected the title because of
theimage people have of ‘spark-
ing’ a conversation, and also
because of the notion we have
inJewishtradition that thereare
‘Sparks’ of the divine every-
where, and that it is our job to
uncover them,” explained Rabbi
Fendrick.

Subtitled “a lively conversa-

Rabbi Susan Fendrick
Herald photo by
Emily Torgan-Shalansky

tion,” Sparks is a single piece of
paper formatted like a page of
traditional Jewish text.

The center of the sheet bears a
portionoforiginal Jewishtextand
commentary; this text and analy-
sisare surrounded by interpreta-
tions from members of the Brown
community who are of different
religious backgrounds.

In the first issue, which pre-
sentsPeah/The Cornersof One's
Field, a passage from the
Mishnah (a classical Jewish law
codeand guide for religiouslife),
the reader sees Rabbi Fendrick’s
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ideas about an ongoing call to
ethical and social responsibility.

But he or she also almost si-
multaneously sees Associate
Professor of Comparative Lit-
erature Meera Viswanathan's
observation of how the text be-
gins with a notion of
immeasurability and ends with
the concept of equivalence, and
Brown Jewish Student Union
President Hannah Solomon’s
opinions about which lines of
the Mishnahare the most mean-
ingful for Brown students, and
Dean Kenneth Sacks’ thoughts
about how the text ultimately
seems toreward behaviorthatit
labels altruistic.

The Sparks experience is at
once so confusing and interest-
ing thatitleads a reader to want
to do what the commentators
themselves have already done
— to develop and share their
other ideas with someone else.

And according to Rabbi
Fendrick, that's the sort of ex-
change that Sparks was created
to promote.

“l was having coffee with a
student in the Jewish Student
Union when we got into.a philo-
sophical conversation aboul
Hillel,” Rabbi Fendricksaid. “We
realized thatthere hastobesome
way for people to share ideas
that are not centered around a
particular idea or problem.”

(Continued on Page 19)

NCJW of RI Plans Spring Events

by Emily Torgan-Shalansky

Jewish Community Reporter

Members of the National
Council of Jewish Women's
Rhode Island Section are gear-
ing up for a busy spring.

On Feb. 27, about 15 mem-
bers gathered at the Cranston
home of Chairperson Eunice
Greenfield to share salutations,
sandwiches, plans for the Com-
munity Service Award Lun-
cheon, and reminders about a
volunteer lunch scheduled for
noon on March 18 at the Jewish
Community Center.

“The volunteer luncheonisa
chance to let the many volun-
teers we work with know how
muchweappreciate their help,”
explained NCJW co-president
Nan Levine. “The only require-
ment for admission is a genll\
used household item which will
be donated to Jewish Family
Services for use in its resettle-
ment program.”

NCJW will provide dessert
at the brown bag lunch, which
will feature “Volunteerism in
Rhode Island,” a talk by Arthur
Robbins.

Robbins, the president of the
Providence Marriott Hotel, is
also the chairman of the board
of the TextronChamber of Com-
merce Academy, a new Rhode
Island high school that has en-
joyed support from the NCJW
for its library and media center.

After briefly discussing the

volunteer lunch, members fo-
cused on the upcoming Com-
munity Service Award Lun-
cheon, an annual event that
serves as a major fundraising
vehicle for the non-profit chari-
table organization.

The luncheon will take place
on May 6 at the Providence
Marriott Hotel, and will honor
Robert and Marcia Riesman, a
Providence couple who have a
lengthy history of community
leadership and involvement.

“They’'ve really made tre-
mendous contributions,” said

NCJW member Marcia Blacher,
asshelisted highlights of Marcia
Riesman’s volunteer activities,
which include membership on
the board of directors at both
Planned Parenthood and Jew-
ish Family Services of Rhode
Island, where she served as
president between 1985 and
1988.

Robert Riesman, said Blacher,
who was formerly engaged in
wire and cable manufacturing,
has served as chairman of the
Rhode Island Board of Regents

(Continued on Page 19)

NCJW chairwoman (left) Eunice Greenfield and co-presidents
Carol R. Brooklyn and Nan Levine lead a recent meeting.

Herald photo by Emily Torgan-Shalansky
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OPINION

Parshat Zachor

by Yehudah A. Biss
Herald Editor

This week is Parshat Zachor
and we read a special Maftir and
Haftorah. The Haftorah, taken
from Shmuel Alef (Chapter 15),
describes Sha’ul Hamelech's war
against Amalek. Hashem had
commanded Sha'ul to wipe out
all of this nation, including its
flocks of sheep and cattle. Sha'ul
however, “had pity” on Agag, the
king of Amalek, and spared him
along with the animals he was
supposed to kill. The Gemara in
Yoma (22b) says thatat this timea
BatKol, heavenly voice, wentforth
that exclaimed, “Don’t be overly
righteous — more than your Cre-
ator.” Sha'ul’snegligenceinshow-
ing too much pity proved disas-
trous. During his reprieve, Agag
fathered a child, whose descen-
dant would be Haman. We read
this Haftorah on Parshat Zachor
because of Sha'ul's misplaced be-

nevolenceled tothebirthof Agag's
wicked descendant. Had Sha'ul
killed Agag when he was sup-
posed to, Haman would not have
arisen to threaten the existence of
Klal Yisroel.

Insharp contrast to his mercy
to Agag stand Sha'ul’s actions at
Nov, thecity ofthe priests.Sha'ul
had been pursuing Dovid, whom
he perceived as a threat. Dovid
had taken refuge in a number of
places. Uponlearning that Dovid
had found shelter in Nov, the
king ordered the destruction of
that city for harboring him.
Eighty-five thousand Kohanim
were killed, and the animals of
the city were not spared. In this
instance, another Bat Kol re-
sounded, “Do not be overly
wicked.” These two examples
show us clearly what Chaza”l
teach: He who pities the wicked,
will eventually be cruel to the
righteous. (Redak)

What Can We Do
About Violence?

Advice From Jewish Family Service

Violence touches all of our
lives. Every day, the newsiis full
of violent incidents, from as far
away as Algeria, Mexico and
Northern Ireland and as near as
our own American cilies and
suburbs. We all know some one
(maybe even ourself) who has
been either a victim or a perpe-
trator of violence.

When an individual or an
institution or a country con-
dones violence, it often occurs
because no one can think of a
better way to handle a problem.
Sometimes one ethnic or reli-
gious group attacks another as
we have seen in the Balkan con-
flict; in other cases teen-agers
attack each other, spouses in-

flict harm on one another and
parents hurt their children.

Why? “Because they are not
committed to non-violent solu-
tions. Because they cannotimag-
ine other more effective, less
dramatic solutions. Because
they are frustrated,” explains
Julie Gutterman, director of pro-
fessional servicesat Jewish Fam-
ily Service.

Gutterman acknowledges
that it is easy to feel over-
whelmed and helpless about
violence at all levels. But she
said it is necessary to under-
stand that all these forms of vio-
lence are interrelated. “Domes-
tic violence, teen-age shootings

(Continued on Page 19)
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Getting Happy

by Rabbi Jerome M. Epstein

Purim is coming this year to
be celebrated on the eve of
March 11 and March 12. We are
commanded to celebrate —
whether we feel like it or not.

are tensions still at a high
point on the issue of religious
pluralism? No matter. We will
don our costumes. Is the Iraq
crisis — even if temporarily
averted — likely to disappear
for good? irrelevant. We will
turn our groggers at every men-
tion of Haman's name. Has
peace been achieved with the
Palestinians? That will await
another day. Today we ex-
change gifts with friends and
neighbors. Do we still face the
crisis of Jewish continuity? That
issue takes a back seat as we
raise our voices in joyous song
and celebrate our survival. The
job before us is to celebrate, to
self-consciously raise our spir-
its and join together for a com-
munal party.

Why celebrate? Because Jew-
ish tradition — which demands
that we thank G-d every day for
the good in our personal and
communal lives — designates
additional special times when
wearerequired toacknowledge
that everything is not as bleak
asitmay seem. After all, haman
did not prevail and we are still
here to tell the story.

Inreality, being commanded
to celebrate is an enlightened,
therapeutic strategy that keeps
us from adopting a world view

in which only the negative is
newsworthy. The ritual of sit-
ting shivah is aningenious way
to ease us back into the world
while providing us with a
mechanism for expressing our
grief. Shivah not only dictates
the restrictions on our activities
forthe firstsevendays of mourn-
ing, but these same rules urge
us to leave the house of mourn-
ing and return to our daily rou-
tine after this period is over.
There is a time to laugh and a
time to cry. The laws of Purim
enjoin us to “get happy” —
ensure that we keep our eyes on
the larger picture.

Wehaveconcerns, yet wealso
have hope. Increasing numbers
of Jewish children attend day
schools. While there are still
large numbers of unaffiliated
Jews, the synagogue movement
continues to be a vibrant force
in the lives of its many mem-
bers. Jewsaresearching for spiri-
tuality and many are finding
the necessary resources in Jew-
ish ritual. While many of our
people lack certain basic Jewish
skills, there are more available
resources than ever before, in-
cluding an increasing number
of books and courses which
make Judaism accessible to all
who seek its wisdom and guid-
ance.

In the Conservative Move-
ment, where we might be for-
given for sitting out this year’s
celebrationand focusinginstead
on recent unsuccessful efforts

to change the balance of reli-
gious power in Israel, we have
very real and compelling rea-
sons to rejoice. Our youth pro-
grams, which bring hundreds
of teen-agers each year to Israel
for stays from six weeks to a
year, continue to thrive. The
United Synagogue Yeshiva in
Jerusalem is attracting increas-
ing numbers of students from
all denominations.

The celebration of Purim is
preceded by the Fast of Esther.
This day highlights the depth of
the tragedy our people faced in
the days of Mordechai and
Esther. However, while we cer-
tainly focus on this tragedy, we
also succeed in putting the sad-
ness behind us. The Megillah
reminds us each year of the ef-
forts ourancestors made— from
prayer to political intrigue — to
ensure our survival. We must
remain equally vigilant today.
We can, if we invest the effort,
not only survive but overcome
the challenges which face us.

Purim demands that we not
lose hope. It requires that we
look to our past victories and
retain faith that we will con-
tinue to be victorious. The mitz-
vah of Purim is simcha, joy and
happiness. Let us take time out
this year and celebrate. We de-
serve it.

The author is the executive vice
president of The United Synagogue
of Conservative [udaism, the asso-
ciation of Conservative congrega-
tions in North America.

Her name is Faye Dore.

overseas.

to follow.

care to read about them.

The Feinstein Chronicles

March 1998 No. 8

You can find her every Saturday and Sunday. Working Kennedy Plaza. 1:30 to 2:30 in the
afternoon. Going on two years now. Handing out sandwiches to the needy.

They wait for her every weekend...

Her mother and grandmother help make the sandwiches. Her boyfriend helps pass them out.
35 to 40 of them. Rain or shine. 20 to 30 minutes — they’re all gone...

Government study says 11,000 Rhode Island children are going hungry. Many more adults.

A few less are going hungry now. Thanks to Faye Dore.

Thanks, also, to 87 of our junior high/middle schools. 550 teachers and 14,000 students. Doing
projects fighting hunger in their communities. Setting an example for schools everywhere.

Prompted by them, 9 more food pantries across the country opened last month. Plus 2 more

People reaching out to help others — to soften the misery of hunger.
People like Faye Dore. And our youngsters. And their teachers.
Making the world a better place. Because they are in it.
Coming up in their honor — the first college scholarship for young people who haveimpa cted
on hunger. To be announced shortly by one of our leading universities. And there will be more

The world is changing for the better. Because of people like these. And people like you, who

Alan Shawn Feinstein
The Feinstein Foundation

Of Medium and Message

by Yehudah A. Biss
Herald Editor

In this week’s Parsha, the
Torah describes the Urim
V'Tumim, which the kohen
would wearasabreastplate. The
Urim V'Tumim was re-
markable in that it acted
as a medium and would
light up when Kohen
Gadol would query it. It
acted as a direct source of
communication between
G-d and the Kohen Gadol,
and was used by many genera-
tions during the First Temple.
But how did this breastplate
communicate?

Ramban gives an example of
how this process took place.
Whenthe Jewish people crossed

the Jordan and had to under-
take the conquest of the land,
the question arose which tribe
should begin the battle with the
Canaanites. The question was

sted, and the stone of the tribe
of Judah lit up as well as four

letters that spelled “yaaleh” —
go up. The kohen deciphered
these letters, as they were
scrambled. G-d wanted a par-
ticipant on the other side of the
message to interpret the words
s0 as to show that we all have a
hand in our destiny. Indeed, Eli

[ T TR (T
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the Kohen once mistook one
message to read “Shikurah” —
sheis drunk, whenit really said
“Kashera” — she is a worthy
woman, regarding Chanah, the
mother of Samson.

During the waning
years of the First Temple,
King Josiah removed the
Urim V'Tumim from the
kohen's breastplate and
hid it, fearing it would fall
into the wrong hands. It
was never fnund, even
during the time of the Second
Temple.

We see that even when we
are given such closeness to G-d,
there is still an element of
“hishtadlot,” our own persever-
ance that is necessary, |
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Songs and
Stories of
Saudade

by Mike Fink

Herald Contributing Reporter

Steve Gorban follows thestar
of his vocation, his mission, his
inspiration—thein-gathering of
the Sephardim among us. He
gave a small reception at his
home in a small village near
New Bedford, a place as clear,
openhearthed and openhearted
as he is both from his Jewish
Federation office and wherever
he goes to get things going.

R.I.C. Professor Richard
Lobban was there, and S.M.U.
Professor Bob Waxler, Sousa
Mendes reps Adelina Axelrod
and Bernard and Claire Bell, and
Cape Verdean, Azorean, and
Turkish people of Jewish de-
scent. Guests of honor Judith
Cohen, an ethnomusicologist
from Montreal, and RufinaSilva
Mausenbaum of Capetown,
South Africa, moved among the
diverse and varied crowd, look-
ing splendid and speaking ani-
matedly.

Steve Gorban and feline friend at home.
Herald photo by Mike Fink

Scotch on the kitchen counter.
The breakfast brought the
dear and familiar faces of the
Providence crowd together with
welcome new faces from over
the state border and from be-
yvond and before. Cohen's bal-
lads touched all the countries of
the Mediterranean basin where
Jews had gone to escape the
great purge. Her melodies had
beenderived from Sarajevoand
Rhodos, from Gypsy camps and
royal courts, with bawdy over-
tones or religious undercur-
rents. “The drum was made by
women and held by women.
There were even drums made
of simple frypans, the rhythms
beaten with spoons. You could
cookand sing at the same time.”
Following the whimsy and the
sharp spice of her hippie-style
event, Rufina took thestand and
fixed the company with her el-
egant look and her South Afri-
canBritisheloquence,
the clarity and grace
of her enunciation.
She .‘ipl'll\l" :nnm_\,' and
slowly, wiping her
eyes of the tears and
sorrow of her story.
“My parents were
Portuguese, and
Christian. But their
mothers and fathers,
my grandparents,
had been Jewish,
lighting their Friday
candles, fasting, go-
ing into the fields to
pray in peace on holy

days, being labelled

Judith Cohen in a beaded
dress, carrying strange drums
and lutes, sangamedley of tunes
from Belmonte and points east-
ward among the migration
routes of conversos, cryptos and
marranos. “What a romantic,
feudal, exotic place, Belmonte,”
I said stupidly, and she turned
on me. “They’re not romantic,
they‘re human—just people
who work and get through their
days like anyone else!” she re-
torted with spirit, but also with
good will.

Madame Rufina spoke of her
quest through Kulanu, an orga-
nization based in Baltimore,
Md., for confirmation of her Jew-
ish identity. “The Inquisition
discouraged the Portuguese
people from thinking and learn-
ing, forcing you to forget, to hide.
But [ was chosen to remember,
and [ chose thischoice.” Kulanu,
meaning “All of Us,” crosses
beyond the barriers of our divi-
sions, uniting all Jews every-
where: They sponsored, along
with the Rhode Island Sousa
Mendes Society, the program to
follow on Sunday morning at
the Temple Emanu-El brunch.
The program would feature both
the songs of Judith Cohen and
the words of Rufina
Mausenbaum. This Saturday
night preview offered a table of
desserts, an urn of coffee, de-
clared “excellent” by the Cape
Verde guests, and a bottle of

crazy. My family left
the land of their his-
tory and went to South Africa,
where I was born. They sent me
to a Jewish school. Who was 171
spoke no Portuguese, was nei-
ther Christian nor Ashkenazic
Jew, African nor Boer. I came
froman ‘excellent family,’ I was
told, which meant, ‘Jewish,” not
rich or privileged, but proud.
There are those who hate me,
who have cut me off, for return-
ing to my ancient faith. But my
sisters love Israel and accept my
decision. The Churchdestroyed
my past, but not completely. [
am a single spiritual survivor
and witness and now I have Jew-
ish children and even a Jewish
future.”

Two former presidents of the
Sousa Mendes Society rose to
acknowledge their presence.
Alvin Rubin of Wickford spoke
of local conversos in southeast-
ern Massachusetts and within
Rhode Island, who link their
present lives with their roots in
Jewishhistory. Teixeiraactually
lived in Israelasanart professor
and textile designer and speaks
a fine Hebrew. And Professor
Richard Lobban joined
Mausenbaum’s lectern to de-
clare that secret Jews live every-
where upon the globe. “They
wentto eachisland, eachmoun-
tain, each continent, each city.”

I would like to register this
report as a Purim story. Queen
Esther is the emblem of

(Continued on Page 19)

Jews, Movies, The Dream

by Mike Fink

Herald Contributing Reporter

They call it Hollywoodism
and claim we were praying in
shul when we took in the Satur-
day matineesinthestudio years.

Israeli-born Canadian docu-
mentary director-producer
Simcha Jacobovici and Elliott
Halpern have put together this
two-hour video for A&E, and
it's a great event. You can catch
it on Sunday, March 22 at 9:00

.m.

The film begins with the de-
piction of a pogrom. Future
headsof greatstudiosand anew
industry in America were flee-
ing the deathand destruction of
the shtetl world of Russia and
east Europe. Studios were an-
other kind of shtetl, and sons
and daughters of rabbisand can-
tors made visual stories to keep
their minds off fear and pain.

You will meet the children
and grandchildren of these pio-
neers, Mayer and Warner and
Cohnand Zukor as they narrate
the rise and fall of their fore-
bears. “Louis Mayer lived like a
caged lion after his retirement.
It confined and killed him,” de-
clares Daniel Selznick. Neal
Gabler, whose book An Empire
of Their Own serves as the source
of the movie, makes a brilliant
impression as he spells out his
thesis, that the Jews created a
shadow world which becamein
time the real world of America
“They left the east coast where
Edison had formed a group to
keep themoutofthe field, where
he crafted insulting images of
Jews and all minorities, and
found instant success on the
west coast.”

Thissuperbstudy carries you
from reminder tosurprise, from
pride to disappointment.
HUAC, the House Un-Ameri-
can Activities Committee of the
postwar world, turned against
the very mission that FDR had
given to Hollywood. All their
wartime propaganda, deeply
felt and beautifully expressed
patriotism and idealism,
worked against them now. The

—— Jubin On His Way

by Mike Fink

Herald Contributing Reporter

Jubin Meraj edits Hillel's an-
nual publication Machberet.
Majoring in comparative reli-
gions and literatures at
Brown, he has applied
to law schools for next
year. We meet on the
R.LS.D. campus or at
some coffee table where
he brings his kosher
snack while we talk
about the magazine,
about his studies, or
about his future and his
past. “My parents gave
me a Persian name so
that I wouldn't be exotic
there, and now, here in
America, of course, |

studio heads lost their courage,
gavein to panic and terror, and
quickly vanished from thescene
of power and prestige.

Louis B. Mayer was actually
in the process of converting to

Neil Gabler

Only non-Jews dealt with
overtly Jewish topics. “Gentle-
men’s Agreement” and “Cross-
fire” were made by Christians.
Although the studio heads vis-
ited the concentration camps,

Phato courtesy of Associated Producers

Catholicism at the end of his life
inexile from his throne at MGM.
He was told he'd be laughed at,
so he stopped in time to have a
Jewish funeral. But he did not
go down in glory. There are a
few heros, like actor Edward G.
Robinson of “Confessions of a
NaziSpy,” madeinl939, Walter
Bernstein, blacklisted screen-
writer, and Abraham Polonsky,
blacklisted director, but the
founders let you down.

They divorced their Jewish
wives to take safer and more
glamorous Christian spouses.
They hid their Hebrew themes
by letting blacks, Italians, set-
tlers or Indians and creatures of
fantasy and invention stand in
for their own plight.

to down to earth subjects, like,
how can you tell if a girl really
likes you. “Try holding hands,”
I advise, uncertain if that is cor-
rect counsel for a frum lad.

Jubin Meraj
Herald photo by Mike Fink

they made no commentand fol-
lowed through with no films.
And yet, they wereall Jews, King
Kong and the Frankenstein
monster, boxers and even some
ofthecowboys. Itevenallmakes
sense. They are loners, troubled
souls fleeing for their lives from
crazed mobs. A pogrom masked
and transplanted, overand over
again on your local screen. We
all turned Jewish—even as the
Jews were ceasing to be Jewish
themselves!

All the while, in Manhattan
the Yiddish theater and cinema
were flourishing on a small
scale, turning the tables on the
west coast formula of assimila-
tion and cheap happy endings.

(Continued on Page 19)

likewise applying to law
schools. “My father is from In-
dia, but my mother is from Indi-
ana, a midwestern nurse,” says
Jubin’s fellow traveler, fellow
sojourner. Compara-
tive cultures form the
basis of today’s Brown.

If we don't read a
common body of let-
ters in the same lan-
guage, will we lose a
mutual bond? Or will
we gain in variety and
the excitement of shar-
ingdifferences? “Greal
civilizations spring
from the crossroads,”
Jubin offers, while we
sit at a small round
table overlooking

am.” With his dark hair
and eyes and his classic
black and white outfits and a
silken kippah, he projects both
intensity and a sturdy poise, as
he praysinlocal Orthodoxshuls
and yet mixes in with fellow
Brownonians with equal calm.

Qur conversation moves
fromabstract realms of the spirit

“So far, all we do is talk and
maybe look a little. She has a
special friend, away from here.
I have feelings for her, but noth-
ing will come of it.” Jubin Meraj
also migrated east from Califor-
nia, and I meet his friend from
homethere, anIndianclassmate

Hope Street. “Last
year's Machberet did a
piece on the tiles of the syna-
gogue in CochininsouthernIn-
dia,” adds Jubin. I ask if I can
take a snapshot and I report on
our brief meeling just to note
how diverse is our Judaism in
context, content, and conversa-
tion.
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ASDS Theater Party
Benefits Scholarship Fund

Plans are underway fora gala
Alperin Schechter Day School
Theater Party at Trinity Reper-
tory Company on April 28in the
evening to benefit the Scholar-
ship Endowment Fund. Ticket
holders willenjoy a performance
of “TheMusicMan” followed by
adessert reception with the cast.

Committee chairwoman
Cheryl Teverow said, “Given
the theme of “The Music Man,’
weare asking people to ‘join the
parade’ to advance scholarship
at Schechter. It's a chance to en-
joy great musical theater and
support Jewisheducation. What
could be better?”

ASDSeducationvice president
SelmaStanzleradds, “Trinity Rep
has achieved a national reputa-
tion for excellence, and so has
Alperin Schechter. This is a per-
fectopportunity to toast two won-
derful community treasures and
to share a marvelous evening.”

Tickets will be available at
$50 apiece. There are also op-
portunities to support the Schol-
arship Fund as a “Principal
Player” for a gift of $100 per
person or as a “Leader of the
Band” for a gift of $200 per per-
son. Principal Players will re-
ceiveonecomplimentary ticket.
Leaders of the Band will receive
two complimentary tickets.

Members of the ASDS Music
Man Theater Party include: Jodi
Gladstone; Phyllis Harnick; Su-
san Rodrigues; Jay Rosenstein;
William Sikov; Wendy Spellun;
Selma Stanzler, education vice
president; Cheryl Teverow,
chair; and Joyce Wacks.

For further information, call
Penney Stein at 751-2470.

ALPERIN SCHECHTER DAY SCHOOL “Music Man” theater
party committee members: Cheryl Teverow, Wendy Spellun,
Susan Rodrigues, William Sikov, Phyllis Harnick and Jay
Rosenstein. (Not pictured Joyce Wacks and Jodi Gladstone)

Photo courtesy of ASDS

Pawtucket Hadassah Meeting

On March 23, Pawtucket
Hadassah will hold a regular
meeting at Highland Court in
Providence. The meeting is
scheduled for 7:30 p.m., and
the guest speaker will be Varda
Lev. Her topic for the event
will be “Passion and Idealism
in 1929 Jerusalem — A Roman-
tic Tale.”

Lev was born in Jerusalem
and brought up in New York.
She is a professional piano ac-
companist and plays for recit-
als, singers, instrumental play-
ers. She has taught music at
Temple Emanu-El Religious
School for 19 years; she has
taught Hebrew songsand snow

50m

“Hava Nashira— LetsSing”
A Program of Israeli Folk Songs in
Concert and Sing-Along

in honor of

ISRAEL'S JUBILEE YEAR

Led by Cantor Wayne Krieger and Nancy Krieger*
Sunday, March 15th from 9:45 to 11:45 a.m.
at Temple Sinai, 30 Hagan Avenue, Cranston, R.L.

The Entire Community Is Invited!

Sponsored Jointly by Temple Sinai and Temple Am David
Supported by the Jewish Federation of Rhode Island Endowment Fund

directing a Klezmer band for
students ages 9 to 12. The
Klezmer group will perform
before the meeting.

Coffee and refreshments will
be served following the meel-
ing. Presiding officer and chair-
person for the evening is Elaine
Kroll. Other members of the
committee are Lillian Schwartz
and Varda Lev.

Alsoincluded in the meeting
there will be information con-
cerning upcomingevents which
are in the planning stages. A
raffle and meeting in the spring
to benefit Youth Aliyah will be
discussed, and the upcoming
date will be announced.

‘The Jew in the
Lotus’ Visits MFA

Producer/director and
Somerville resident Laurel
Chiten’s “The Jew in the Lotus,”
a documentary film inspired by
the book by Rodger Kamenetz,
will be making its Boston pre-
mier on March 19, at the Boston
Museum of Fine Arts, and will
be followed by multiple screen-
ings at the MFA through May.

“The Jew in the Lotus” was
recently granted The New En-
gland Film & Video Festival's
1998 award for Most Outstand-
ing Personal Vision and will
beshowingatthe Coolidge Cor-
ner Theater for the festival on
April 2.

When Rodger Kamenetz was
asked to chronicle a meeting
between a group of rabbis and
the Dalai Lama in India, he en-
countered the unexpected —
and his whole life changed.

In 1990, eight Jewish del-
egates traveled to Dharamsala,
India, to meet with the XIV Dalai
Lama. The Dalai Lama had in-
vited them to share “the secret
of spiritual survival in exile”
with the Tibetans, whose loss of

homeland and Diaspora paral-
leled their own. To Rodger
Kamenetz, the request seemed
fantastic: “As my grandfather
might have said, ‘Who would
have thought to ask?”

A confirmed materialist who
never looked to religion foran-
swers, Kamenetz was an un-
likely pilgrim, a natural skeptic
who was lost and didn’t quite
know it. The death of his infant
son and the derailing of his ca-
reer had left him adrift in a sea
of doubt. His subsequent expe-
rience with the overwhelming
suffering in India and the sus-
tained compassion of the Ti-
betan Buddhists broughtdown
his finely wrought defenses,
and forced him to look for a
way out of his own pain.
Kamenetz found his way back
to Judaism — the tradition of
his birth.

Inspired by the book, The Jew
in the Lotus reveals the path to
Rodger’s transformation with
insight and humor.

For more information, call
(617) 965-0712.

Paul Zim Makes
Sharon Appearance

Paul Zim, internationally ac-
claimed stage, screen and record-
ing star, will be featured ina spe-
calconcertonMarch22, 7 p.m. at
Temple Israel of Sharon, Mass.

Zim, known worldwide as
“The Jewish Music Man,” will
give the audience an exhilarat-
ing, whirlwind tour of Jewish
music, including Israeli, tradi-
tional, Yiddish, Broadway and
other popular tunes.

Praised by the Jewish Press as
“amust for young and old,” Zim
is one of the acknowledged lead-
ers in the renaissance of Jewish
musicin America. This fun, high-
energy concert will blend kid-
friendly themes withadult music
appeal, backed byanall-starband.

Zim has released more than25
best-selling recordings in his 20-
year career. He'sappeared in key
roles on Broadway and in major
motion pictures. The March 22
concert is his first appearance in
New England this year.

“In Concert with Paul Zim" is

sponsored in part by the Sandra
Gamm Memorial Fund for Mu-
sic and the Creative Arts. The
family and friends of Sandra
Gamm established this fund
years ago to honor her memory.

Because of the generosity of
the fund, tickets to the Zim con-
cert have been reduced to only
$5 general admission (orders
placed by March 15) or $8 gen-
eral admission (at the door or
placed after March 15). Advance
ticketsare recommended as most
Zim concerts sell out quickly.

To reserve advance tickets,
send checks payable to Temple
Israel Cantor’'s Music Fund,
Temple Israel, 125 Pond St.,
Sharon, MA 02067.

Temple Israel of Sharon is
located at 125 Pond St. The con-
cert will be held in their beauti-
ful new sanctuary, which fea-
tures outstanding acousticsand
astate-of-the-art sound system.
Forinformation, call the Temple
Israel box office, (781) 784-3986.
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LAURELMEAD

N

S ),

Distinguished Adult Cooperative Living

OPEN HOUSE

We invite you to
Laurelmead

Sunday, March 8th ~ 1 to 3 pm
For further information call 273-9550
Please come see what we are all about. ..

- 355 Blackstone Blvd., Providence, RI 02906 >
P N
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—  JEWISH COMMUNITY
Brown-RISD Hillel Presents

JERI Volunteer Brings Soccer
Playing Dog to Cedar Crest

Jewish Women’s Week 1998

The Brown-RISD Hillel Foun-
dation is pleased to announce
its fifthannual Jewish Women’s
Week, during the first week in
March. Jewish Women's Week
is a week of programming that
explores and celebrates Jewish
women'’s history, culture and
spirituality, and is run in con-
junction with Women'’s History
Month. ’

March 7

Jewish Film Festival, 6:30
p-m.at the Rhode Island School
of Design Auditorium. The sec-
ond annual Jewish film festival
opens with “The Return of
Sarah’s Daughters,” a provoca-
tive documentary about three
modern Orthodox women, and
Nick and Rachel, a film about a
romance between an Orthodox
Jewish woman and a non-Jew-
ishman. Also,atmidnight, there
will be a special showing of
“Dirty Dancing.” For more in-
formation about the film festi-
val, contact Melissa Chernofsky
at ext. 2805.

Acts of Power: the Jewish
Women'’s Cultural Show, 9 p.m.,
Andrews Dining Hall on the
Brown campus. The highlight
of Jewish Women's" Week, the
fifth annual Jewish Women's
Cultural Show showcases the
performing and artistic talents
of Jewish women.

March 8
Israel at 50, 7 p.m., “The Fly-
ing Camel,” directed by Rami
Na’aman, 90 min., Israel 1994,
This film focuses on Bauman,

and Phares, a Palestinian rub-
bish collector. Both collectors of
relics of the past, these two men
become a metaphor for Arab-
Jewish relations.

March 9

Communities in Conflict, 7
p-m., “The Sneetches.” An ani-
mated version of the Dr. Suess
poem about two communities
of “sneetches,” one with stars
and one without. A fascinating
allegory on prejudice and com-
munity.

“Blacks and Jews,” directed
by Alan Snitow and Deborah
Kaufman, 85 minutes, USA 1996.
Withoul nostalgia,a Black/Jew-
ish filmmaking team reveals the
truth, even when it is painful.
“Blacks and Jews" goes beyond
the explosive headlines of the
riots in Crown Heights; the Mil-
lionManMarch, the controversy
whenstudentsinOakland were
ejected from a showing of
“Schindler’s List,” and “block
busting” in Chicago to look at
how the media shapes and fo-
ments conflict.

March 10

Politicsand Everyday Life, 7
p-m., “Unknown Secrets: Art
and the Rosenberg Era,” 28 min.,
USA 1990. A provocative and
moving portrait of the Cold
War's first victims — Julius and
Ethel Rosenberg — through the
words and images of artists
Pablo Picasso, Sue Coe, Arthur
Miller and Adrienne Rich.

“Song of the Siren,” 91 min.,
Israel 1994. On the eve of the

an eccentric Jewish professor, Gulf War, Talila Katz, a smart,

Temple Shalom Hosts
Shabbat Across America

March 20 members of Aquidneck Island’s Jewish community
will gather at Temple Shalom in an unparalleled display of Jewish
revitalization and interdenominational unity. Conceived and or-
ganized by the National Jewish Outreach Program, “Shabbat
Across America” represents a united effort by Judaism's four
major movements to renew interest on observing the Sabbath.

TempleShalom will be one of hundreds of synagogues through-
out the continent that will simultaneously open its doors to all
those who would like to join together to experience and rejoice in
a traditional Sabbath service and festive meal. Led by Rabbi Marc
S.Jagolinzer, attendees will experience aninteractive Friday night
service and a traditional Sabbath dinner with all the rituals ex-
plained. The event will commence at 6 p.m.

Located at 223 Valley Road in Middletown, Temple Shalom has
been an innovator in Jewish programming and education. This is
their second year participating in Shabbat Across America pro-
gramming.

The cost of the dinner is $10 per adultand $6 for children 10 years
of age and under. Reservations can be made by sending a check to
the temple. For further information, call the temple at 846-9002.

sexy Tel Avivadvertising execu-
tive, dumps her self-centered
boyfriend and pursuesthesweet
but emotionally remote Noah.
As neighbors and friends don
gasmasksinsealed rooms, Talila
is consumed with matters of the
heart. Talila is irreverent, auda-
cious, and funny and she is con-
temptuous of the traditional
macho values woven through
Israelisociety. This ilmattracted
more moviegoers than all other
Israeli films of 1994 combined.
Following this evening'’s
screenings will be a dessert re-
ceptioncelebrating the 1998 Jew-
ish Film Festival. For more in-
formation, call 863-2805.

Congregation
Ohawe Sholam
Hosts Purim
Seudah

On March 12 at 4:45 p.m.,
Congregation Ohawe Sholam,
671 East Ave., Pawtucket, will
host its Purim Seudah. A three-
course chicken dinner will be
served and the entire commu-
nity is invited. The cost is $10
per adult, $7.50 per child under
12 with a family maximum of
$35. Children under 2 are free.

For reservations or further
information, call Linda Kessler
at 726-6633 or Nita Pliskin at
725-3886.

Women’s Seder
Celebration

Temple Beth-Elin Providence
is once again planning a
“Women's Celebration of Free-
dom,” a seder especially de-
signed for women of all ages.
This intergenerational gather-
ing will enable women to come
together to study, pray and re-
affirm their commitment as Jew-
ish women. Two members of
our community, Alla Goman
and Anna Prager, will share
their personal passages of free-
dom at this seder.

A traditional seder meal will
be served. The unique seder is
led by Cantor Ida Rae Cahana.
Save the date: April 16at6 p.m.
at Temple Beth-El, by reserva-
tion only. Cost is $18 per per-
son. Reservation deadline is
April 6.

For more information, con-
tact Gloria Jarcho at 331-6070.

Buddy, the soccer-playing
dog, is always popular when his
master, Herb Meister, a Jewish
Eldercare of Rhode Island vol-
unteer, brings himto Cedar Crest
nursing home for a visit. Resi-
dents enjoy watching Buddy
dribble the soccer ball and take
turns throwing a tennis ball for
him to fetch. Buddy, a 10-year-
old, affectionate cocker spaniel,
who makes the rounds for pat-
ting and attention. He is a lively
addition to the morning coffee
break.

Buddy came to live with the
Meister family about a year ago
when his former family moved
across country and could not
take him along. Meister, a long-
time JERI volunteer, decided to
try bringing Buddy along on
oneof hisregular visits to Ruben
Salk at Cedar Crest. Buddy is
now a welcome guest every

month or two.

JERI reaches out to Jewish
residents at nursing homes, resi-
dential care/assisted living fa-
cilities and retirement commu-
nities throughout the state. The
JERI staff promotes a Jewish
presence, provides program-
ming for the holidays and ar-
ranges friendly visits with vol-
unteers. Volunteers are an es-
sential partofthe JERI program.
They visit with residents and
offer seniors the chance to so-
cializeand engage incasual con-
versation. These visits supple-
ment visits by the JERI staff and
rabbis, bringing a sense of car-
ing and community tothose who
may be isolated from their
former connections to Judaism.

For information on the JERI
programor to volunteer, contact
Penny Faich or Bonnie Ryvicker
at 621-5374 or 350-3725.

I NS I

Public relations/writing
ability; administrative
and computer skills.
Part-Time
Monday-Thursday
Some evenings.

Send résumé to

RI HADASSAH

1150 New London Ave.
Cranston 02920

ADL ASSISTED DAILY LIVING , INC.
\
A
Certified Home Health Agency
*R.N's — L.PN’s » Homemakers « Nursing Assistants
+ Live-Ins » Child Care Nannies + Sleep-ins
Rehab Specialists
PT—OT —ST
Screened - Bonded + Insured + R.N. - Supervised Homes « Hospitals
Nursing Homes « Schools « 24 Hour Service « 7 Days A Week
MEDICARE - MEDICAID « BLUE CROSS

AND ALL PRIVATE INSURANCES ACCEPTED

Call Today for “Free" R.N. Home Assessment
E.O.E. — All Applicants Welcome

14 Old Pocasset Lane, Johnston ...
AL FAX 363-3697 __|_ 250 Centerville Road, V!anﬂck =

... 453-5470
... 738-5470

BUDDY, the soccer-playing dog, takes abreak for some attention
froma friend at Cedar Crest nursing home. Buddy’s master, Herb
Meister, aJERI volunteer, brings him to Cedar Crest periodically
to visit. Photo courtesy of JERI

Cloning Discussion

A unique series of special interest programs under the sponsor-
ship of Temple Am David will be kicked off March 15, with a
discussion of cloning.

The two-hour evening session is part of the temple’s on-going
series entitled “Facing the Future.” Itis open to the community at
no charge.

The inaugural session on March 15, “Cloning: Asking the Right
Questions,” will feature the Rev. Dr. David A. Ames, Episcopal
chaplainat Brown University and lecturer on medical ethics. Adding
a medical perspective will be Dr. Aaron Sherman, a Warwick obste-
trician/gynecologist.

The session will be held from 6 to 8 p.m. and will be preceded by
a light supper at the temple (40 Gardiner 5t.).

Reservation for the session is required and may be made by
calling the temple office at 463-7944.

Where children learn,
laugh, and grow!

Supportive, encouraging, experienced!

e [nfant Toddler Center

* Preschool

* Kindergarten

Flus... Eegister now
* Enrichment classes for children K-12 | for September
ARd... 1298!

Discover the ideal solution for working
parents with our:

¢ Full-day programe

» After-school programs

» Summer, Travel, and Vacation Camps!
Jewish Community Center of Rhode lsland
401 Elmgrove Avenue * Providence, Rl 02206
(401) 861-8800
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The Show Must Go On

Merrymaking, masquerading
and revelry have long been
staples of Purim, a minor Jewish
holiday commemorating the es-
cape of the Jews of Persia from
an evil plot to destroy them long
ago.Noisemakers, costumesand
carnivals feature prominently in
the festivities. But no celebration
would be complete without the
traditional “Purim-spiel,” a skit

orsend-up of the Purim
story. Infact,eastern Eu-
ropean Jewish commu-
nities had whole “theat-

Other Purim Traditions

* Baskets of goodies known
as mishloach manot are ex-
changed. These often include
sweets, fruit, wine, jams and
hamentaschen.

Hamentaschen are poppy-
seed-, prune-, or apricot-filled
cookies shaped like the tri-cor-
nered hat worn by Haman, the
story’s villain.

¢ Gifts to the poor (matanat
I'evyonim) are also given, usu-
ally in the form of special contri-
butions to a favorite charity.

Purim Megillah 19th or 20th century Austria
Courtesy of the Library of the Jewish Theological Seminary

rical seasons” revolv-
ingaround Purimatthe
turn of the century.
Costumed worship-
ers arrive at the syna-
gogue where frivolity abounds.
Noisemakers to blot out the
villain’s name are passed
around and the reading of the
Scrollof Esther (Megillah Esther)
begins. And shortly, the
synagogue’s off-off-off-off-off-
Broadway players willbargein,
interrupt the reading, and the
spiel will begin.

What Are You
Doing For Purim?

Ifyou planonattending some
of the exciting Purim events tak-
ing place throughout Rhode Is-
land and southeastern Massa-
chusetts, dontforget to take pic-
turesand tell the Herald! All pho-
tos, captions and articles must
be mailed to: Rhode Island Jewish
Herald, P.O. Box 6063, Provi-
dence, R.I. 02940, by March 16.

Purim at the Jewish
Theological Seminary

* Tzedakah Campaign: Ev-
ery year, before Purim, the list
goes around the seminary. It
contains the names of every per-
sonintheseminary community:
students, faculty, administra-
tHonand staff. Each name comes
at a price and the money col-
lected, a hefty amount most
years, is distributed to charities
throughout the New York area,
around the country and in Is-
rael. When Purim arrives, the
boxes are delivered, filled with
delicious treats, one to a cus-
tomer with a list attached in-
cluding the names of all the
people who sent the box.

* Megillah Reading: On the
evening of March 11, two early
readings will be held followed
by a Purim celebration.

* Purimspiel: On March 12,
the megillah will beread during
services in the seminary syna-
gogue, followed by a commu-
nity gathering.

PURIM IS THE TIME TO...

March 11 and March 12, 1998

Temple Shalom
Celebrates Purim

Purim will be celebrated in
grand style at Temple Shalom
and The Samuel Zilman
Bazarsky Religious School this
year. The school is currently tak-
ing hamantaschen orders which
come in prune, poppy, choco-
late, cherry and apple and will
be delivered in time for the holi-
day. i

On March 9, various grades
of the religious school will
present Purim plays for fellow
students and parents under the
direction of Laura Berkson.

On March 11, commencing at
7 p.m., the Megillah will be
chanted by Rabbi Marc S.
Jagolinzer, David Reidy, Sarah
Snydacker, Ben Snydacker,
Heather Romanelli, Jonathan
Jagolinzer, Jocelyn Anthony and
Hannah Lichtenstein. There will
beacostume parade, holiday sing-
along and refreshments for all.
Special gifts will also be distrib-
uted to all those who come in
costume.

On March 14, at 7:30 p.m.
there will be a Purim Talent
Show, which will host a variety
of first class acts. It will be held
in the social hall and is open to
the public. Refreshments will
be served and the cost of admis-
sion is $2 per person.

And rounding out the holi-
day celebration, there will be a
Purim Carnival complete with
games, prizes, raffles and deli-
cious food onMarch 15between
the hours of 11 am. and 1 p.m.

For further information, call
the temple office at 846-9002.

Purim Razzle

This year’s Purim Razzle at
the Chabad House in Provi-
dence will take place March 11
and 12. “Megillah to Stir Your
Soul” begins at 6 p.m. on March
11 and at 8 p.m. on March 12.
Enjoy drinks, hamentaschen,
music and dancing. The Purim
Shpielers will also be present
for Purim Razzle. Prizes will be
given to children in costume.

For more information, call
273-7238.

LISTEN to the reading of
the Megilla (Book of
Esther) this year 1998
March 11 and again on
March 12, thereby
recounting and reliving
in our own day the
miracle of Purim.

FAST OF ESTHER
The day before Purim we fast. This
commemarates the day of prayer and

battle, It is also customary, before the

Temple in the Hebrew manth of Adar,

beverage, etc.) to at
least one friend.
(Each item of food
should be at least one
ounce or more, 3.5
ounces for liquids).

More Purim Information...

fasting the Jews held before their victorious

mincha prayers on this day, to give 3 half-
dollars to charity. This commemorates the
yearly contribution by all Jews to the Holy

SEND a gift of at least GIVE charity to two or EAT the festive Purim
two kinds of prepared more people. If you meal and rejoice in the
foods (pastry, fruit, cannot find poor Purim Spirit.

AL HANISSIM INVOLVE THE
Remember to add CHILDREN
in the Amidah As in all Mitzvot,
prayer, and also In encourage young children
u!M:nGra‘f‘: J‘\!’lerl I to fulfill the Pf.lrir:d g
s, Lhe specia Mitzvot. and girls
part for Purim, past Bar ml Mi!lgwlh better
beginning with “Al are obligated, as adults,
Hanlssim.” in all Purim Mitrvot.

people, place at
least two coins in the
charity box. Inthe
Megilla, this is called
“Matonos L'evyonim.”

PURIM MITZVOT
The Purim Mitzvot (precepts)
demaonsirate the unity and
togethemness of the Jewlsh

. The more charity and
rim presents one gives, the

Submitted by Rabbi Laufer
of Chabad House, Providence

Esther’s Story Inspires
Jews to Make Critical
Life Decisions

by Katy Z. Allen

WAYLAND, Mass. (JTA)—1
am walking in the woods near
my home — the story of Purim,
of Esther, is on my mind, as it
has been for several days. She
and hersituation have beentrou-
bling me.

Esther was a heroine, right?
Of course! She saved the Jews of
Shushan! But why did Mordecai
have to tell her whatto do? Why
didn’t she think of it herself?
Didn’tsherealize thatif she kept
quiet, her entire people would
perish?

Did Esther expect to be
spared because no one in the
palace knew she was a Jew?
Would she have been content to
live while all her people died?
Did she simply assume that if
she went to the king, she would
fail, and so she saw no point in
doing anything?

But she wasn’t stupid! Look
how she handled the situation
once she knew what she had to
do. She asked everyone to sup-
port her by fasting, to give her
strength. Thensheasked theking
and Haman to come to a ban-
quet. She fed the two men well
and gave them plenty to drink.
Only thendid she tell the king of
Haman'streachery. [t took brains
to plan such a strategy!

Then, of course, 1 think of
how Esther reached her posi-
tion, through her beauty. I know
I would never be able to win a
beauty contest, evenif [ had the
motivation to enter. It makes it
tough to relate.

These thoughts, and more,
churn in my mind as [ walk the
woodland trail. More than sim-
ply understanding Esther, I
want to understand what she
means to me. What can her ac-
tions tell me about my own life,
my own behavior?

1 reach a familiar stream. In
August, it is narrow. In April, it
spills across its banks and be-
comes asmall river. Today,ona
chilly New England winterday,
it is something in between.

Istand onthe narrow wooden
planks that serve as a bridge,
and in the silence I watch and
listen to the water tumbling
along its way. It bubbles and
bounces, with no question, no
ambiguity about where it is
headed — downstream, toward
the river, eventually to the sea.

[ continue on my way, cross-
ing the bridge and leaving be-
hind the bubbling brook. Skirt-
ing patches of ice, I continue
through the woods, across an
open meadow, and down to the
river's edge.

{Continued on Page 19)

Purim and Folklore

Diane Wolkstein,
illustrated by Juan Wijngaard,
Mulberry Books, Jan. 1998

Written in the form of a di-
ary, folklorist Diane Wolkstein
brings to life the story of Esther,
revealing the transformation of
ashy orphan girlinto a compas-
sionate queen who is willing to
risk the wrath of a king to save
her people. In Esther’s Story,
award-winning artist Juan
Wijngard captures this biblical
heroine’s majesty and human-
ity with his magnificently de-
tailed paintings.

Together, two masters have
created a picture book of beauty
that pays tribute to Esther,
whose courage and wisdom are
celebrated throughoutthe world
during thejoyous feast of Purim.

Diane Wolkstein first told the

Book of Esther at Temple
Copernicin Paris, in 1966. Since
then it has remained one of her
favorite retellings. For many
years she has woven together
biblical textand oral legends for
presentations at colleges and
museums throughout the
United States.

Juan Wijngaard received an
M.A. in illustration from the
Royal College of Artin England.
He has won several major
awards for his artwork, includ-
ing the Kate Greenaway Medal
for Sir Gawain and the Loathly
Lady, by Selina Hastings. His
artwork has been on exhibition
throughout Europe, including
Paris, at the Pompidou Center,
and London, at the Victoria and
Albert Museum, as well as New
York and Los Angeles.

Purim Festivities at
Congregation Agudas Achim

Festivities to celebrate the
Jewish holiday of Purim are
scheduled for March 11 and
March 15 at Congregation
Agudas Achim, 901 N. MainSt.,
Attleboro, Mass.

The holiday of Purim, also
known as the Feast of Lots, cel-
ebrates a victory of the Jews of
Shushan in Persia, who were
saved froma decree of annihila-
tion. Traditional celebration in-
cludes costumes for adults and
children, skits, treats and noise-
makers.

The festivities begin March
11 at 5:30 p.m. with a potluck
dinner and costume parade for
adults and children. This will be
followed by the Megillah read-
ing at 7 p.m. Following the Jew-
ish tradition of Matanot

L’Evyonim, gifts to the poor at
Purim, a collection will be re-
ceived to be distributed to the
poor in Israel on Purim day and
to help the Food and Friends
Kitchens in Attleboro, North
Attleboro and Mansfield. If you
wish to attend the Potluck Din-
ner, R.S.V.P. by March 8 to Jill
Levine at (508) 226-1123.

The festivities continue on
March 15 with a Purim Carnival
from 11 a.m. until 1 p.m. Excit-
ing games, cool prizes, face paint-
ing, hot dogs, popcorn and fun
are in store! All children in cos-
tume receive 10 free tickets.

All are welcome to join the
fun and attend these festivities.
For more information, contact
Congregation Agudas Achim at
(508) 222-2243.
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Three-Cornered Pastries
Come With Range of Fillings

by Naomi Arbit

BAYSIDE (JTA)—Purim, the
joyous holiday celebrating de-
liverance from Haman's in-
tended massacre, is celebrated
with the reading of the megillah,
the Book of Esther, in the syna-
gogue. It is followed by carni-
valswith peoplein costume, and
the sending of shalach manot —
small packages of sweets — to
relatives and friends.

Hamantaschen, the tradi-
tional three-cornered sweet
pastry served at this holi-
day, will freeze well if
stored in air-tight contain-
ers. There are different
ways to prepare haman-
taschen and several op- €
tions for pastry filling.

Basic Hamantaschen

1 cup sugar

1/2 cup oil

3eggs

1/2 cup orange juice

4 cups flour

2 tsp. baking powder

1 tsp. salt

Preheat oven to 350 degrees.

Mix the sugar with the oil,
then add the eggs one at a time.
Add orange juice, mixing well.
Blend with the dry ingredients.
Chill the dough for one hour.

Roll .dough out thinly on a
floured board. Flour the rimof a
glassand culcircles. Spread one
teaspoon of your favorite filling
inthe centerand pinchthecircle
to make a triangle. Place
hamantaschen on a lightly
greased baking sheet. Bake for
20 minutes or until lightly
browned.

Low-Cholesterol
Hamantaschen
6 egg whites
1 cup sugar
3/4 cup oil
1 tsp. vanilla extract
41/3 cups flour
1 Tbsp. baking powder
1/2 tsp. salt

Preheat the oven to 350 de-
grees.

Using an electric mixer, beat
six of the egg whites with the
sugar, oil and vanilla until well
blended. Combine the flour,
baking powder and salt, and
blend into the egg mixture. Mix
well.

Roll the dough on a floured
board (1/8- to 1/4-inch thick).
Cut into circles using a cookie
cutter or glass. Place 1 teaspoon
of your favorite filling in the
center and pinch the circle to
make a triangle. Leave a bit of
the filling visible in the center.

Place the hamantaschen ona
lightly greased baking sheet.
Bake for 20 minutes or until
lightly browned.

Apple Filling

1 cup applesauce

1/2 cupraisins, plumped and
drained

1/2 cup toasted chopped
walnuts

1/8 tsp. cinnamon

Combine, all the ingredients
ina bowl and blend well. Cover
with plastic wrap and refriger-
ate until ready to use.

>

Chocolate Filing

1/2 cup cocoa

1/2 cup sugar

1/4 cup milk, cream or coffee

1 cup toasted chopped wal-
nuts

Combine all ingredients in a
bowland mixthoroughly. Cover
with plastic wrap and refriger-
ate until ready to use.

Walnut-Honey filling

1 cup toasted chopped wal-
nuts
3/4 cup honey
1/3 cup bread
crumbs
Zest of one orange

In a saucepan, cook the wal-
nuts, honey and bread crumbs
over low heat until thick, stir-
ring constantly, Remove from
the heat and stir in the orange
zest. Cover with plastic wrap
and refrigerate until ready to
use.

Apricot Filling

1 1b. dried apricots

3 cups water

1 cup sugar

1 Tbsp. grated lemon rind

Cook apricots in water
to cover until very soft,
adding more water if
necessary. Add sugar
until fruit comes to a
boil. Remove from stove; stir in
lemon rind. Cool.

Kreplach
Dough

4 cups flour
1/2 tsp. salt
4 eggs

2 Tbsp. oil

Place the flour and salt on a
wooden board and make a well
inthe center. Break theeggsinto
the well and add the oil. Witha
fork, beat the eggs and oil,
gradually drawing the flour
from the edge of the well and
incorporating it into the egg
mixture to form a dough.

Knead the dough for 5 to 10
minutes, working in extra flour
as needed.

Cut the dough into 3-inch
squares. Place 1 teaspoon of the
meat filling on each square.
Brush the edges of the dough
squares withwaterand fold into
a triangle. Pinch the edges to
seal.

Drop thekreplachinto lightly
salted boiling water and cook,
uncovered, for 15 minutes. Re-
move with a slotted spoon.

Kreplach are traditionally
served in a soup, but can be
boiled and then fried in oil and
served as a starch.

Afterbeing formed, kreplach
can be placed on a cookie sheet
and frozen. Transfer to plastic
bags for freezer storage,

Meat Filling

1 small onion, chopped

3/4 pound cooked ground
meat

1egg

Salt and pepper to taste.

Saute the onion with the
ground meat. Drain excess fat.
Combine with the egg, salt and
pepper.

A\
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" holiday blessings and

Cocoa Fruit Balls

2 1/2 cups (about 12 ounces)
dried mixed fruits

1 1/4 cups (about 8 ounces)
Mission figs

1 cup flaked coconut

2 Thsp. orange juice

2 Tbsp. honey

1/2 cup unsweetened cocoa

Coatings: Chopped nuts,
unsweetened cocoa,
sprinkles

Chop dried <\\ '
fruits and coconutin k

a food processor using j
the steel blade. Add orange
juice, honey and cocoa; mix well.
Refrigerate until thoroughly
chilled. Shape mixture into 11/
4-inch balls. roll in desired coat-
ing. Place each ball in a candy
paper. Storeina tightly covered
container sheets of waxed pa-
peratroom temperature. Makes
about four dozen.

Chocolate Bonbons

8 ounces cream cheese, soft-
ened

4 cups powdered sugar

5ounces unsweetened choco-
late, melted

1 tsp. vanilla
chopped toasted pecans
cocoa powder

Gradually best pow-
dered sugar into the
cream cheese. Add
melted chocolate and
vanilla; mix well. Chill several
hours. Shape into 1-inch balls;
roll in pecans, cocoa or addi-
tional powdered sugar. Chill.
Place in candy cups if desired.
Makes about for dozen.

incestable

less ecstatic,

tion

excited

quited?!”

Jewish Theological Seminary.

Purim Patter
by Robert A. Harris

While imbibing too much liquor in a manner much detestable
(The service was chaotic but the food was quite comestible)
King Achashverosh made requests that Vashti found

the courtiers thought her disobedience obscene.
For a ball like Cinderella’s they extended invitations

To the maidens of the empire from every walk and station

And by virtue of a series of intriguing machinations

Esther, niece of Mordechai, became the Persian queen!
Chorus:

Though her Jewish name’s Hadassa
She was faithful to her “boss-a”
and she kept the Hebrew quiet, she’s the Persian queen!

The Persian king then authorized position autocratic
To Haman who hated Jews with an antipathy dogmatic.
Anti-Semites cheered but Jews, of course, were somewhat

And when Morty wouldn’t bow it made the prime-time news.

So the wicked planned and plotted schemes of liquidation
Mordechai in ash was fasting with alarm and trepidation
Esther finally knew that to the King she must pass informa-

but it really seemed that Haman had put on the screws!

Chorus:

(Though G-d’s name is never mentioned
Haman shouldn’t have paid attention
‘Cause when G-d is on the Jewish side the bad guys lose!)

Esther made a party for the King and Haman was invited
She exposed the villain’s plans and pleaded in a tone

“Will our people, loyal servants of the King, be thus re-

To the garden went the King with feelings of dismay.

Haman realized to save his life he must be enterprising

So he fell on Esther’s couch (a funny way of temporizing!)
Achashverosh came and saw the situation compromising —
Haman wished he hadn’t gotten out of bed that day!

Chorus:

Mordechai became prime-minister
As they hung Haman, sinister .
And Jews have celebrated Purim since that day!

Dr. Robert Harris is visiting assistant professor of Bible at the

‘Make Your Own Megillah’

Judyth Groner and Madeline
Wikler; illustrated by Katherine
Janus Kahn; Kar-Ben Copies, Inc.,
32 pgs; March 1998

The story of Purim to color,
cut out, and assemble into a
megillah (scroll) highlights this
colorful reissue of a holiday fa-
vorite.

The book begins with an in-
troduction to holiday customs
at home and in the synagogue
with dazzling portray-
als of the Purim char-
acters, lavishly illus-
trated crafts pages,and

songs. The artist chal-
lenges youngsters to
complete the intricate
drawings that accom-
pany the story of the
Jewish people’s victory
over wicked Haman.

First published in
1976 as part of Kar-
Ben’s My Very Ouwn
holiday series, the
Megillah is a perfect
holiday introduction
for young children. In addition
tolearning the Purimstory, they
may make shalach marnot baskets
to deliver holiday treats, design
Purim costumesand masks, and
bake chocolate chip haman-
taschen, filled cookies eaten on
the holiday.

KatherineKahn hasillustrated
an impressive list of Jewish
children’s books, including the
Sammy Spider series, A Family
Haggadah, and Jewish Holiday
Crafts for Little Hands. Judyth
Gronerand Madeline Wikler who
founded Kar-Ben Copiesin 1975,
have written several books in-
cluding My Very Own Haggadah
and Thank You G-d, A Jewish Child’s
Book of Prayer. The company pub-

lishes more than 100 Jewishbooks
and calendars for young children
and their families.

Other Kar-Ben Copies, Inc.,
titles for Purim include: A Cos-
tume For Noah, Susan Topek /ill.
by Sally Springer. Noah's class-
mates are planning their cos-

tumes for the Purim parade. But
Noah’s family is preoccupied
with the arrival of a new baby.
The fourth in the Noah series.
(Ages 4 to 6)

Purim Fun For Little Hands,
Katherine Janus Kahn. Simple
craft, coloring, and activity pages
bring the Purim story to life.
Make a megillah, have a puppet
show, play with holiday symbol
cards. With picturestory and col-
orful board game.
(Ages3to7)

The Whole Megillah
(Almost), Shoshana
Silberman/ill. by K.
Kahn. Selected He-
brew verses, English
chapter summaries,
commentary, and
lively pictures. Witha
10-act play. (Ages 5
and up).

It Happened in
Shushan, Harriet K.
Feder, ill. by Roz
Schanzer. A nifty
Purim rebus, guaran-
teed to make you
laugh. (Ages 3 to 7)

The Purim Parade, Katherine
Kahn. Watch the children cut,
paste, and color their costumes
and join in the Purim Parade.
(Ages1to3)

For information, call (800) 4-
KARBEN.
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BAR MITZVAH » BAT MITZVAH * BIRTHDAY

)y Prepared meals to go daily. ..
Bl ). RHODE ISLAND’S PREMIER
Kosher

%‘3 KOSHER CA
2es Kitchen >HAER \TERER
+ CATERING FOR ALL OCCASIONS

JEFFRE IINGBER + 80 BROWN STREET, PROVIDENCE + CALL FOR A MENU TODAY: 273-0210
%K/ UNDER THE STRICT SUPERVISION OF THE VAAD HAKASHRUTH OF RHODE ISLAND |

GREEN ¢ LOGAN ¢ NEW YORK
Wedding ¢ Bar/Bat Mitzvahs  Corporate Specialists

Call Eric Weiner and receive 15% off with this ad. Luxury Transportation

¥ Y1137 P
oy | | (
At-home wedding receptions are more pi
fect p].n e to express your style on your a]:!c('i
You can surround yourself with family K
crystal, silver and linens. Even if the reception
can be added to those the caterer provides.
To ensure that your at-home reception is th

* Think size. How many guests can your h

e How about help? Will friends and family
need to hire additional help? Do you need a ¢
* Decor? It doesn’t have to be elaborate,
room. A sprig of flowers with a colorful rib
festivities. Adorn the punch ladle and champ:
nish punch cup rims with a perfect strawberr
* What time? How hungry will guests be
more substantial fare be needed?
* The menu? It must be easy to eat and s
instead of sitting. For example, vegetables and
individual fruit tarts, and chocolate truffles a
The star, of course, is the wedding cake. M
suits your personal style.

Email: allocclimo@aol.com e 1-800-454-1380  454-1380 Specialist:
i I 1 1 |
e NNE GRAND Stationery and i wit: itions toi

every occasion at discount prices

=

STATIONERY Lynne Grant — (401) 9435-2979

l\ By Appointment Onlfj |

| Your Wedding Day... Overlooking Narragansett Bay!

’ . IS ST A e .
I«ﬂdfl’lﬁﬁeﬁ Count1 y Cﬁlg . Picture-Perfect Wedding
A ’
- Ceremonies ¢ Elegant Receptions.
A r « Particular care is taken in planning your very
e . BB d « special day. Food is expertly prepared and offered
- & e r T . «  with the finest of service. Our elegant private
gt 4 rooms accommodate from 50 to 500 guests,

Rhode Island s Premiere Wedding Specialists ;
950 North Quidnessett Road, North Kingstown » 884-1100 .

d d s Tl B~

Memt

Serving Rhode Island's
families and businesses
since 1976

State-of-the-Art Photo Studio
Instant Video Proofing
Holiday Greeting Cards
Custom Framing

Please present this ad for 1
a $39.95 value * ¢
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JCCASIONS

ENGAGEMENT « WEDDING » ANNIVERSARY

PSS10MS |JOr il 7

“America’s #1 Name in Active Wear”

; ® FgEs |V Max i Linens * Underwear * Work Clothes * Hosiery
- Ce ]i Z(_) E’,E E}" ‘ i .".\-.'ufn".l.:.fu-rf in 1953 n
{ Staff Shirts . T-Shirts . Sweatshirts Etc.

) 0"ma | Custom Printed With Your Name and/or Custom Design
ar than ever vour home is the per P gs . > .8 AAI 4 2
% : [ ypecializing in Bar/Bat Mitzvahs and
X . c Corporate Sereenprinting
mms,l 1dl\'oi'ltt‘ d1:~]w:~i, sf-r\-m;_" pieces, ] | BEST PRICES - BEST QUALITY
SBe il o R Y GRE ! 1 421-3268 * 1158-1164 North Main Street, Providence, R.I. 02904

st it can be, plan ahead.
comfortably accommodate?

 prepare, serve and clean up, or do you
r?

be sure to include something in every

can transform a room into part of the N »

glass stems with ribbon streamers. Gar- % PA % ()W L’h %

e light hors d’oeuvres enough, or will WEDDING — BAR;BAT MITZVAH INVITATIONS

Mot guests are likely to be stanciin; [N PASSOVER SUPPLIES ALL AT DISCOUNTED PRICES

Tuit and cheese, patés and sliced breads, il PARTY SUPPLIES FOR ALL OCCASIONS

sy to serve and eat without utensils. ﬁ@ yt N Lo V' D ) 1

| 2= THE ARTY WAREHOUS

it one to be remembered, and one that 4 > ! ,I ]l, &' )\ Fk E \}\, l % \"} ()Bl H
. Monday-Thursday 9:30-6, Friday 9:30-7, Saturday 9:30-5, 5unddy closed

310 EAST AVENUE, PAWTUCKET = 726-2491 = JEANNE STEIN = ALWAYS DISCOUNT PRICES

: i) - "l
e EAST i Calligraphy By Lynn
" GREENWICH [ & :
\ PHOTO = 2 LYNN ROSS MALLONEY
Susie Dittelman \ All Occasions + Free fPu:Eup & Deli ivery //
: 8_84;?!2?0 : (8?0) _:?_98'?:?8;7} I NN PHONE: (401 )R ;:;; H4ZNBC1E? Eul: ::. RE:;E;;; @ AOL.COM g L
essional Photographer Association of Rhode Islane ; T
In\pmr 7 Pines |
onfere e § 5
Conference Center
Enjoy 2,300 acres of pine-scented forest, murmuring brooks and
pristine lakes as you celebrate your s:{m'ml day. The natural
beauty provides an intimate setting for up to 150 guests.
E family portrait sitting ot e s
PSER 3 UNIVERSITY OF RHODE ISLAND, W, ALTON JONES CAMPLUS, \H\H,I\'II-“.l.-.:tll R.1. o= 401-397-3361 EXY n.u.;.-. _'I
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SCHOOLBEAT

Local Students Study
Abroad Opportunities

“Qualified high school stu-
dents are offered a unique op-
portunity to spend an academic
year or summer holiday in
Scandinavia, France, Germany,
Great Britain, Holland, Italy,
Poland, Portugal, Spain, Swit-
zerland, Czech Republic,
Slovakia, Japan, China, Taiwan,
Thailand, Mexico, Brazil, Chile,
Australia, New Zealand or
Canada (Frenchor Englishspeak-
ing) as part of the ASSE Interna-
tional Student Exchange Pro-
gram,” announced Jodi Kiefer,
southern director of ASSE.

Students, 15 to 18 years old,
qualify on the basis of academic
performance, character refer-
ences and a genuine desire to
experience life abroad with a
volunteer host family in one of
the many ASSE host countries.

“ASSE families abroad are
carefully screened to provide a
caring environment in which
students can learn the language
and culture of their host coun-
try,” explained Kiefer.

PHDS Honor Roll

The Providence Hebrew Day
School recently announced that
the following students have
made the Honor Roll for the
second quarter:

Grade Four

Chaya Berman, Kayla
Cusner, Avrohom Gibber, Beth
Japhet, Rafi Kaufman, Jason
Kerzer, Eli Nissel, Miriam
Raskin, Shmule Saklad, Boris
Shporkin, Tova Stark, and
Nesanel Vogel

Grade Five

Miriam Jakubowicz, Joshua
Kirschner, Jennifer Kessler, Orli
Mintz, and Elan Noorparvar

Grade Six

Jacob Edelman, Elisheva
Klausner, Marina Korennoy,
Alex Krakowski, Irina Kratik,
Adeena Lipson, and Laurie
Pultman

Grade Seven

Asher Andleman, Daniel
Edelman, David Gibber, Shifra
Kaufman, and Yosef Scharf

Grade Eight

Yehuda Lipson, Abigail
Mintz, Dena Pearlman, and
-Aaron Rubenstein

Summer exchange students
live with a family abroad who
mightspeak some English. Year
students need not have learned
a foreign language as they re-
ceive language and cultural in-
struction as part of the ASSE
program. ASSE students attend
regular highschool classesalong
with their new teen-age friends.
ASSE exchange students learn
by living the language and cul-
ture of their new host country.

ASSE also provides interna-
tional opportunities for families
to host students from Europe,
the newly Independent States
of the former Soviet Union,
South America, Asia, Mexico,
Australia, and New Zealand.
I'hese select students are 15 to
18 years old and will attend the
local school for a semester or an
academic year.

Students or families inter-
ested inmoreinformationabout
the ASSE programs, or to set up
an interview, should contact
Ernestine Bugbee at 453-1314.

Dance Alliance
Announces
Scholarship Award

Dance Alliance of Rhode Is-
land, Inc. announces its Spring
Scholarship cycle. Dance Alli-
ance offers awards of up to $500
for dance students and profes-
sionals to pursue their dance
educationonanintensive basis.
Priority is given to residents of
RhodeIsland and environs who
have demonstrated a serious
commitment to dance.

Complete guidelines and ap-
plications for scholarships may
berequested by writing to Dance
Alliance at P.O. Box 372, East
Greenwich, R102818. The dead-
line to submit proposals for
spring and summer programs
is April 1.

The fund is sustained by in-
dividual contributions supple-
menting fundsreceivedinhonor
of Dance Alliance’s Recognition
Award recipients. Past honor-
ees are John Custer, Dr. Doris
Holloway Abels, Dr. Fannie
Helen Melcer, Bertha Carr and
Irene Owen.

For further informationabout
the scholarship fund, call 828-
5957 or 884-3999.

PPAC Committee Awards
Arts Scholarships

Applications are now being
accepted for arts-related schol-
arships to be awarded by the
community outreach commit-
tee of the Providence Perform-
ing Arts Center. Students resid-
inginProvidenceand ages 11 to
14 by June 1 are eligible. All
applications must be received
by March 27 at the offices of the
Providence Performing Arts
Center. Interested students
should make inquiries through
the arts department of their
school and educators may call
421-2997 for more information.

The purpose of community
outreach scholarships is to pro-
vide financial assistance forquali-

tend local, summer arts educa-
tion programs. Several summer
programs for the study of per-
forming arts, dance, music, and
visualarts havebeenselected and
students are asked to indicate a
specificprogram whenapplying.
A panel of independent judges
will assess all applications and
announcescholarshipawards this
spring for programs during the
summer of 1998.

The community outreach
committee is a subcommittee of

the Providence Performing Arts,

Center board of trustees. The
mission of the committee is to
determine ways to make the the-
ater accessible to the diverse

fied and talented Sh.l_‘l'i’_(-_m_t.‘.i to at-

b

community it serves.
i
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Reading Fun!

Alperin Schechter Day School parent, Susan Froehlick, reads to the kindergarten class,
assisted by her daughter, Allison. ASDS is appreciative of the many parent volunteers who give
time and energy to enhance the school program.

Photo courtesy of ASDS

URI Seeks Recollections of Your College Days

Remember your old college
days? Remember theall-nighters
spent cramming for an exam, a
favorite professor who thought
you had something special, a ro-
mance that bloomed? Ifyouarea
University of RhodeIsland alum-
nus or alumna who earned a de-
gree from the College of Arts and
Sciences, the university wants to
hear from you.

The College of Arts and Sci-
ences, URI's largest college,
turns 50 years this year. To cel-

ebrate, the college wants to col-
lect reminiscences from its
alumni. Take a drip down
memory lane. Did someone or
some event change the course
of your life or professional ca-
reer? Did you belong to anorga-
nization? Do you haveanamus-
ing anecdote? Did you make a
lifelong friend? How did your
educational experience enhance
your career?

While you're on the memory
path, jot down your reminis-

URI Hosts Summer Job Fair

Are you an employer who
will need help during the sum-
mer crunch? Do you have slots
to fill at your engineering firm,
your summer camp, your hu-
man service agency? Do you
own a local business or run an
accounting firm?

The University of Rhode Is-
land office of career services will
hold itssecond Summer Job Fair
on March 17 in the Memorial
Union, Kingston, from 11 a.m.
to 3 p.m.

Last year’s Summer Job Fair
was very successful, according to
Peggy Ferguson,acareeradviser,
who works for URI's Career Ser-
vices. “Over 1,000 URI students
and 50 companies and organiza-
tions attended,” she said.

Fergusonadded the Summer
Job Fair is a great way to make
connections, noting that in pre-

vious years before the fair, busi-
nesses faxed job postings to URI
Career Services.

Ferguson said there will be
about 55 companies and busi-
nesses coming, including major
corporations. “They are coming
with really solid jobs that will
help prepare students for fu-
ture careers,” Ferguson said.

In addition to the Summer
Job Fair, Career Services has
planned a Human Services Job
Fair on March 18, an All Major
JobFairon April 9, and will take
part in a Rhode Island Consor-
tium of Educators’ Teacher/
Education Job Fair on April 16.

Employers who wish to meet
URI students looking for sum-
mer jobs should register by con-
tacting Ferguson at 874-2583 or
by e-mail at <pfergus @uri acc.
uri.edu>.

Leukemia Society Hosts Pasta
For Pennies Program

More than 60 schools in Rhode Island and southeastern Massa-
chusetts have signed up to participate in the Leukemia Society’s
fourth annual Pasta for Pennies program. Students will be bring-
ing inspare change for a three-week period from March 9 through
March 27, to donate to the Leukemia Society of America. The
campaign is sponsored by The Olive Garden Restaurants, Ronzio
Pizza, Fox 64 and Kix 106 & 102.7.

The Olive Garden Restaurants and Ronzio Pizza award the top
fund-raising classroom in each school with a catered luncheon.
Schools also compete to receive grand prizes,

The goal this yearis $70,000. Monies raised enable the Leukemia
Society to expand research funding, provide help to more patients
and their families and increase public awareness of leukemia,
lymphoma, Hodgkin's disease and myeloma.

For further information about the Leukemia Society programs,

call the saciety office at 943-8888.

cences and send them to Dr.
Thomas Zorabedian, College of
Arts and Sciences, 257 Chafee
Social Science Center, 10 Chafee
Road, Suite 1, Kingston, R.I.
(2881-0808. Feel free to send it
viae-mailas well: <zman@boris.
davis.uri.edu>.

Include your full name, year
of graduation, and major(s).
Keep your submissions to 250
words and provide permission
forusto publish them. Deadline
is June 1.

R.l. State Crime
Laboratory Hosts
Fingerprint
Workshop

The Rhode Island State Crime
Laboratory, located in the Col-
lege of Pharmacy at the Univer-
sity of RhodeIsland, will cospon-
sor a workshop with the Rhode
Island Criminalist Associates:
Administrative Advanced La-
tent Fingerprint Development.

The weeklong seminar will
be held in Fogarty Hall at URI's
Kingston Campus from March
9 through 13.

Theinstructors for this course
are Robert Hazen, retired FBI
special agent, and Jeff Thomp-
son, director of the Ocean
County, N.J., crime laboratory.
Thisclass waslastofferedin 1995.

Forinformationor toregister
for the fingerprint course, con-
tact Dennis C. Hilliard, director
of the Rhode Island State Crime
Laboratory at 874-2893.

The State Crime Laboratory
will also host the next meeting
of the New England Crime
Laboratory directors on March
13. The meeting will beat 9a.m.
in the Claflin Room at URI's
College of Pharmacy.

Director Hilliard, adjunct as-
sistant professor of biomedical
sciences in URI's College of
Pharmacy, will chair the meet-
ing. Cri me laboratory directors
from Connecticut, Maine, Mas-
sachusetts, New Hampshire,
New York and Vermont are ex-
pected to attend.
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UMass Professor Co-Edits Norton
Anthology of Jewish-American Literature

University of Massachusetts
emeritus English professor Jules
Chametzky is one of four co-
chairs currently compiling the
first Norton Anthology of Jew-
ish-American Literature. The
anthology, which s expected to
bereleased in1999, is partof the
prestigious Norton series used
incollege and high school class-
rooms nationwide. “This will
establish to some extent what
works of Jewish-American lit-
erature will become part of the
canon,” said Chametzky. “It'sa
great honor, and yet also a great
responsibility, to be involved.”

Chametzky said that the an-
thology will include a wide
range of Jewish-American writ-
ing and will attempt to tell the
story of the Jewish experience in
America. Beginning in the colo-
nial era with sermons delivered
by some of the first Jewishimmi-
grants to this country, and mov-

ing gradually up to the modern
day, it will show how Jews not
only found a previously unheard
ofdegreeof freedomin America,
but also how they helped shape
what we today see as typically
American. “Inadditiontostrictly
literary selections from authors
suchas Philip Rothand Saul Bel-
low, a number of entries in the
anthology will come from popu-
lar songwriters such as Jerome
Kern and Irving Berlin,”
Chametzky said.

Chametzky furtheradds that
the anthology illustrates the
degree to which both Jews and
blacks played a role in shaping
the popular culture of America.
He said: “In the 20th century
one might say that without
blacks and Jews, there would
almost be no popular culture in
America.” In fact, he said, inter-
est in his own project began af-
ter the recent publication of the

Norton Anthology of African-
American Literature. “The pub-
lishers of the series saw that
there wasa market for literature
by minority groups,” he said.

Still, Chametzky stresses that
the intellectual motive is by far
predominant and that, with the
anthology, students and teach-
ers will be able to explore not
only the Jewish-American ex-
perience, but the experience by
which all Americans come to
define themselves. “If we study
how Jews came to this country,
and gradually moved from the
role of immigrant outsiders to
assimilated Americans, we can
explore parallels with other
groups such as the Irish,”
Chametzky said. “In doing so,
we learn something about the
ways in which culturesinteract,
and how in a uniquely modern
sense, this mixing defines what
it means to be American.”

New Report Documents Black-
Jewish Relations Are Improving

Contrary to conventional
media wisdom, African Ameri-
cansand Jews are stepping back
from a confrontational mode
and interacting positively in an
increasing diverse set of arenas,
from joint religious services to
poetry readings to dance per-
formances. That is the central
finding of the “2nd Annual Re-
port on Black/Jewish Relations
in the United States,” recently
released by The Foundation for
Ethnic Understanding.

The report is a chronological
accountof interactions between
African Americans and Jews
between January 1997 through
December 1997, culled from me-
dia accounts and reports from
agencies thatserve the two com-
munities. This year’s study —a
follow-up to a report on black-
Jewish relations in 1996 by the
same foundation — documents
numerousexamples of coopera-
tion, but also shows that ten-
sions remain because of the ac-
tions and statements of Louis
Farrakhan and his followers.

According to Rabbi Marc
Schneier, president of the Foun-
dation for Ethnic Understand-
ing, “Our report shows that if it
weren't for some conflicts over
Mr. Farrakhan and his ideas,
there was little evidence of prob-
lems and a lot of evidence that
relations between the two com-
munities are markedly approv-
ing. Based on what we showed
in last year’s report, the interac-
tionsin 1997 were not only more
extensive; they also had a dif-
ferent quality. There was a
greater reaching out to each

STAFF SHIRTS * T-SHIRTS
SWEATSHIRTS —
CUSTOM PRINTED WITH
YOUR NAME AND/OR
CUSTOM DESIGN
SPECIALZING IN
BAR/BAT MITZVAHS &
CORPORATE SCREENING
421-3268

1158-1164 NORTH MAIN 5T.
PROVIDENCE, RI 02904

other at the grass roots, and it
often took the form of a new
kind of cultural interaction and
exchange. African Americans
and Jews read poetry together
in Pittsburgh, shared African
tribal narratives and Yiddish
folktales in Spokane, held a
free concert of African Ameri-
can and Jewish music in Phila-
delphia, created dances and
plays based on the histories of
both peoples in cities through-
out the country.”

Rabbi Schneier added, “The
range of people reaching out to
one another has expanded be-
yond community leaders, teen-
agers in organized programs,
church and synagogue groups
and others who have partici-
pated in joint activities in the
past. This past year, it seems

that people from all walks of

life in the two communities saw
the headlines about Farrakhan
and the Jews, tookadeep breath

and made a conscious effort to
move beyond just occasional
dialogue towards more fre-
quent and more intimate inter-
action. Last year’s report shat-
tered the myth of widespread
conflictand contention between
African Americans and Jews.
The new report confirms this
conclusion.”

The Foundation for Ethnic
Understanding began in 1989
as a dream of Rabbi Schneier
and the late Joseph Papp. It is
committed to the belief that di-
rect, face-to-face dialogue be-
tween the leaders of ethnic com-
munities is the most effective
path to the reduction of bigotry
and the promotion of reconcili-
ation and understanding.

For copies of the report, con-
tact Tommy Loeb at (212) 297-
0323 or write to the Foundation
for Ethnic Understanding, 17
East 45th St., Suite 507, New
York, N.Y. 10017.

The RIH Medical Foundation
proudly announces that

Michael F. Felder, D.O.

has joined

Michael J. Hayden, D.O.

in the practice of Family Medicine

at

712 Oaklawn Avenue
Cranston, RI 02920

(401) 942-2320

o

Dr. Felder and Dr. Hayden are on the staff of
Rhode Island Hospital and Hasbro Children’s Hospital.
Both physicians are accepting new patients.
Early morning, evening and customary
day hours are available.

RI

MEDICAL
FOUNDATION

This Day in History

March 5

* Lord Harrington, member of the British government,
instructed the British ambassador of Vienna, Austria, in 1745
to protest an impending expulsion of Jews from Bohemia.

* A petition initiated by Rev. William E. Blackstone was

U.S. government in the re-establishment of Palestine as a
sovereign Jewish state.

* German elections held in 1933 gave the Nazis control of
the Reichstag, making it possible for Hitler to assume dictato-
rial power.

* Rabbi Joseph Rosen, the Illui of Ragachov, author of
Tzofnat Paneach died in 1936.

March 6
* Napoleon captured the city of Jaffa in 1799.
March 7

*» A poll-tax levied on Russo-Polish Jews entering Austrian
Galicia on business was abolished in 1851.

® The hideout of Emanuel Ringleblum, historian of the
Warsaw ghetto and one of the leaders of the Jewish under-
ground, was discovered by the Nazis in 1944. He, his family,
and his Polish benefactors were executed a few days later.

March 8

* Poalei Zion, the Labor Zionist organization, was orga-
nized underground in Poltava, Russia, in 1906.

March 9

* Pope Innocent IV issued a bull ordering the burning of the
Talmud in 1244.

March 10

¢ The Jewish Reform movement in Germany was publicly
announced in 1845.

* Jews were excluded from public offices and dignities in
the Roman Empire in 418. Emancipation was granted 1,430
years later (1848).

» Ferdinand Eberstadt, mayor of Worms, first Jewishmayor
in Germany, died in 1888.

* The Knessel passed a bill in 1970, defining a Jew as one
born to a Jewish mother or a convert to the Jewish faith.

March 11

» The British commander-in-chief in Palestine quashed all
military proceedingsagainst Vladimir Jabotinsky and 19 of his
collaborators for participating in the Jewish self-deferise mea-
sures during the Arab riots in Jerusalem in 1921.

Compiled from Day by Day in Jewish History, Bloch, 1983,
KTAV Publishing House.

sent in 1891 to President Harrison, requesting the aid of the-
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FEATURE

Official’s Ouster Revives Debate Over Role of Holocaust Museum

by Daniel Kurtzman

WASHINGTON (JTA) —The
recent ouster of the director of
the U.S. Holocaust Memorial
Museum has reignited ques-
tions about the politicization of
the museum and how best to
memorialize the Holocaust.

Walter Reich’s resignation,
forced by the museum’s gov-
erning body, came one month
after he refused lo escort Pales-
tinian Authority Chairman
Yasser Arafat on a tour of the
museum.

Miles Lerman, chairman of
the United States Holocaust
Memorial Council, had publicly
blamed the on-again, off-again
invitation to Arafat — it was
extended, retracted, extended
again, then ultimately declined
by Arafat — on “bad advice”
from Reich.

In his letter of resignation,
Reichwrote to Lerman: “As you
know, we have differed on the
use of the museum, and of the
memory of the Holocaust, in the
contextof politicalordiplomatic
circumstances or negotiations.”

While the Arafat episode may
or may not have been the issue
that led to Reich's ouster —
sources close to the museum say
his job performance during the
lastthree years was thereal factor
— his departure has nonetheless
focused attention on the com-
plexities surrounding the nature
of the 5-year-old institution.

=
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Atthesame time, theinternal
maneuvering suggests thateven
an institution as venerable as
the Holocaust museum is not
immune to problems in gover-
nance and personnel politics.

Coming to Reich’s defense in
an op-ed column recently pub-
lished in the New York Post,
Nobel laureate Elie Wiesel said
of the outgoing director, “He
believes that the Holocaust must
not be used politically.

“To him, the memory of the
victims is sacred, as is the mu-
seum itself, and neither should
ever be used as a tool. One may
disagree with him, but is that a
reason to make him the scape-
goat in this unfortunate affair?
Clearly, from statements in the
pressimmediately following the
incident, this is what hap-
pened.”

According to the agreement
governing Reich’sdeparture, all
of the key players agreed not to
discuss the issue publicly. The
search for Reich’s replacement
has not yet begun, according to
museum officials,

Among Holocaustsurvivors,
scholars and others in the Jew-
ish community, there is general
agreement that honoring the
memory of those who perished
in the Holocaust is the primary
concern of the Jewish people,
and therefore of the Holocaust
museun.

But many also say that the

only proper way to honor the
memory of the dead is to use
that memory to ward off evil
against any people — not just
the Jewish people—inany time.

In 1995, at a time when inter-
ethnic conflicts were raging in
Bosnia and Rwanda, the mu-
seum created a Committee to
Conscience to provide a collec-
tive voice to address global
genocide.

“As you know, we
have differed on the
use of the museum,
and of the memory

of the Holocaust.”

Walter Reich

The idea was first proposed
in 1979 by the President’s Com-
missiononthe Holocaust as part
of an overall vision of the insti-
tution.

In its report, the commission
said it “knows well the poten-
tial for the politicization of a
Commiltee on Conscience, but
therisksare worth takingifsuch
a body can provide maximal
exposure for dangerous devel-
opments,” raising, in one
scholar's words, "an ‘institu-
tional scream’ to alert the con-
science of the world and speak
public outery.”

The mandate still pertains,
said Hyman Bookbinder, a
founding member of the
museum’s council who now sits
onthe museum’s Committee on
Conscience. “What is the mu-
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seum for, what is the council
for, it not to compel people to
pay attention to what the Holo-
caust means?”

Butothers are more cautious.

Abraham Foxman, national
director of the Anti-Defamation
League and a member of the
museum’s council, does not be-
lieve an “activist view” is ap-
propriate for the institution.

“There'salways goingtobea
very delicate line between his-
tory, memory and the current
situation, wherever it may be,”
said Foxman, a Holocaust sur-
vivor.

“Whenever the museum will
want to take a position, whether
it's Bosnia, or whether it’s China
or Arafat, it will be at risk to
disturbsomeand offend others.”

Some Holocaust scholars,
meanwhile, say the politiciza-
tion of the institution may be
unavoidable.

“The very idea of a Holo-
caust museumin Washingtonis
inherently a political act,” said
Sara Horowitz, a Holocaust
scholar who heads the Jewish
studies program at the Univer-
sity of Delaware.

“When you invoke a public
memory, you are already put-
ting it to a political use and po-
liticizing it in some way.”

Horowitz points out that
even Yad Vashem inIsrael ends
up serving certain political pur-
poses.

At the Holocaust museum in

Washington, political realities
are further complicated by the
fact that it remains a federally
funded institution with two fed-
eral officials — Dennis Ross, the
State Department’s Middle East
coordinator, and his deputy,
Aaron Miller — sitting on the
museum’s council.

Rossand Miller proposed the
idea of Arafat visiting the mu-
seum as an opportunity to fur-
ther the peace process by help-
ing him better understand the
history and fears of his adver-
sary.

While the building of the
museum was substantially
funded by American Jews, the
Arafat episode highlighted the
reality that it remains a federal
— not a Jewish — institution.

As a public institution that
receives federal funds, somesay,
it is not the museum'’s place to
engage in its own politicking,
selecting whomay visitand who
may not.

“It would be constructive to
openthedoors wide, whichdoes
not mean that there’s a specific
political agenda,” said Deborah
Dwork, director of the Center
for Holocaust Studies at Clark
University in Worcester, Mass.

“Itsimply means that thisisa
museum dedicated to the eluci-
dation of a catastrophe, of an
atrocity of Western civilization
and that all who have any wish
whatsoever to learn about this
are most welcomed.”

Maccahi Games Athletes Donate
T-Shirts to Bulgarian Jews

Jewish teen-age athletes
throughout North America do-
nated more than 6,000 T-shirts
for Jews in Bulgaria at the 15th
annual JewishCommunity Cen-
ters Maccabi Games. The T-
shirts set sail aboard the Marit
Maersk V-9802 vessel on Feb. 15
and will arrive in Sofia, Bul-
garia, on March 2. They will be
distributed to Jewish children
and adults in Bulgaria.

More than 4,500 Jewish teen-
age athletes participated in the
1997 JCC Maccabi Games, a
weeklong Olympic-style com-
petition. The teen-agers brought
the donated T-shirts to the
games as part of the “Day of
Caring, Day of Sharing” pro-
gram which emphasized Jew-
ish values of community ser-
vice, tzedekah (charity) and tikun
olam (repairing the world).

“The JCC Maccabi Games are
more than just an athletic event
for our teens,” said Lenny Silber-
man, continental director of the
JCC Maccabi Games. “We pro-
vide opportunities for our teens
to ‘give back’ and help make a
difference in the lives of others.”

The American Jewish Joint
Distribution Committee worked
in cooperation with JCC Asso-
ciation of North America and
arranged shipping and distribu-
tion of the T-shirts. The Ameri-
can Jewish community has been
helping the Jews in Bulgaria for
years through the JDC.

Bulgaria has an estimated
Jewish populationof6,000. More
than half of the Jews live in the
capital of Sofia. The Jews of Bul-
garia have Sephardic roots and
a strong commitment to Israel.
They are represented by Sha-
lom, anorganizationcomprised
of 19 local community branches
which deals with Jewish social
and economic issues, cultural
initiatives, and education pro-
grams. Economic collapse, in-
cluding the failure of the bank-
ing system, the devaluation of
the feva, slow privatization, high
unemployment and a bread
shortage have plagued the com-
munity over the past year. There
is increased concern about the
security of the democratic re-
gion as anti-Semitism has
emerged for the first time.
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Striking Exhibit on ‘The Jews of Ethiopia’ Opens at Landmark Synagogue in N.Y.

An arresting one-woman
photo exhibit, “The Jews of Ethio-
pia: The Last Glimpse of a 3,000
Year Old Community,” by ac-
claimed photographer Joan Roth
willopenatNew York City’sland-
mark Eldridge Street Synagogue

on Manhattan’s historic Lower
EastSide fora three-monthshow-
ing starting March 10.

The collection of 60 black-
and-white photographs is the
product of the photographer’s
travels in Ethiopia in the mid-

e

THE KAHEN (COHEN) — High Priest— among Ethiopian Jews
opens a 300-year-old Orit — Holy Book. The word Orit comes
from “Oralya,” the Amharic word for Torah. The Orit is the

oldest known scriptural work in Ethiopia.

Photo by Joan Roth®

1980s, when she stayed in na-
tive Jewishvillagesand wasable
to getinside the homes of Ethio-
pian Jews, where few westerns
had ever visited. Many Ethio-
pian Jewish families have since
resettled in Israel.

One critic has praised the
photos as reflective of Roth's
“communication with [Ethio-
pian Jews] in a way that defies
all language barriers.”

The vibrant photographs de-
pict the lifestyle and religious
ceremonies of the people. They
glimpse intimate scenes and
freeze fleeting moments and
gestures, such as those of a
Kahen (Cohen) High Priest un-
wrapping a 300-year-old hand-
writtencopy of the Orit (Torah);
men engaged in group prayer; a
line of women ascending a
mountain from a long, winding
trail below, and a young wife
nursing her baby —a photo that
has been described in a review
as “reminiscent of a Rembrandt
painting.”

The Eldridge Street Syna-
gogue was build in 1887 and
served as the spiritual home of
generations of Jewish immi-
grants. With a Moorish style fa-
cade, the building boasts a ma-
jestic 70-foot high vaulted sanc-
tuary that has been described
by architects and critics as one
of New York's great interiors.
The synagogue is currently un-
dergoing a multi-million dollar
renovation by a private group
seeking to preserve it as one of
thecity'sarchitectural treasures.

The “Jews of Ethiopia” ex-
hibit continues through June 30
and is free to the public. Ar-
rangements for special viewings
can be made by calling (212)
219-0888.

Court’s Landmark Decision
Bolsters War Criminal Cases

by Bill Gladstone

TORONTO(JTA) — A Cana-
dian court has ruled that a sus-
pected war criminal who gained
citizenshipunder false pretenses
may be stripped of his citizen-
ship and deported.

The court ruled that Wasily
Bogutin, 87, lied about his past
whenheentered Canadain1951,
telling immigration officials
nothing about his role during
World War [l with theSelidovka
District Police in Ukraine.

The police unit had collabo-
rated with the Nazis in murder-
ing some civilians and deport-
ing many others to forced labor
camps in Germany between
1941 and 1943.

Relying upon evidence that
Canadian Justice Department of-
ficials gathered in Bogutin's na-
tive Ukraine last summer, the
courtdetermined thathetook part
in the deportations, although not
necessarily the murders.

The court further determined
that because he lied to gain ad-
mittance to Canada, his citizen-
ship could be revoked.

Canada has long been ac-
cused of dragging its feet in
launching proceedings against
suspected war criminals living
inits midst, but the latest ruling
received plaudits from the Ca-

1 nadian Jewish Congress.

“It's the first time the govern-
ment has achieved any successin
court,” said Irving Abella, chair
of the CJC’s War Crimes Com-
mittee. “The precedent has now
been set so that those who lied
about their role in World War II
can be stripped of their citizen-
ship, and once it's taken away
fromthem, they canbedeported.”

The Justice Department won
a conviction in 1990 against
Latvian-born war-crimes sus-
pect Konrad Kalejs, butKalejsis
not a Canadian citizen.

More recently, lawyers for
twosuspects, Ladislaus Csizsik-

Csatary of Toronto and
Momertas Rolland Maciukas of
Montreal, announced they
would not contestdenaturaliza-
tion proceedings against them.
Csizsik-Csatary has already left
the country.

Abella urged that Bogutin be
stripped of his citizenship and
that deportation proceedings
commence as soon as possible.

“We hope that this develop-
ment will provide theadditional
momentum necessary to carry
forward with the remaining
cases still to be heard before the
federal court,” he said.
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East Providence Schools
Visited by Peaceable Kid

Bank R.I. has recently demon-
strated its continuing support to
the arts and the community by

sponsoring performances of Per-
ishable Theatre’sShow for Young
Audiences in East Providence el-

“THE PEACEABLE KID” — (Left to Right) Marilyn Dubois,
John Holdridge, Bridgette O'Mally, and Joey Liao.
Photo by Pamela Murray

South County Arts Center
Inaugurates Adult Spelling Bee

In celebration of their 10th
anniversary, the South County
Center for the Artsisinaugurat-
ing a new spring fund-raising
program replacing the previous
auction with their Celebrity
Spelling Bee. The event will be
held onMarch28at7 p.m.atthe
South Kingstown High School
cafeleria.

Karen Adams of Channel 12
News will be the spellmaster.
Judges are University of
Rhode Island President Robert
Carothers, town council mem-
ber Anna Prager, and former
Gov. |. Joseph Garrahy.

The spelling beeis organized
inteams of three members each,
s0 no one has to spell a word
alone. Each team is grouped
within an appropriate category
such as real estate, education,
artists, media, etc. Teams com-
pete first within their own cat-
egories. The winner of each cat-
egory will then match wits with

other category winners in a
championship round.

Inorder to properly organize
and publicize thisevent, the Arts
Center asks that playerssignup
no later than March 9.

While the spelling bee is free
foraudience members, the play-
ers pay to play whichis the fund-
raising component of the event.
Players or a sponsoring em-
ployer pay $100, per person or
$300 per team. Proceeds from
the Arts Center Spelling Bee will
benefit educational outreach
and enrichment programs.
Adultspelling bees have become
very popular in several Massa-
chusetts communities. To their
knowledge, the Arts Center is
the first in Rhode Island.

Call the South County Cen-
ter for the Arts at 782-1018 for a
brochure or mail team names to
Box 109, West Kingston, R.L
02892. Information can also be
faxed to 782-1630.
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ementary schools. The musical,
“The Peaceable Kid,” is an origi-
nal play about violence preven-
tion and contflict resolution set in
the American “wild west” witha
Texas funk soundtrack.

Since 1983 more than half a
million children have seen the
award-winning S.F.Y.A. per-
form. They specialize in devel-
oping original scripts based on
myths, folklore and fairy tales
from around the world while
incorporating elements of con-
temporary social and educa-
tional concerns. The S.F.Y A.
program combines the very best
in theater arts with proven edu-
cational effectiveness and has
becomea valued supplement to
school curriculum throughout
the Northeast.

Senior And
Student Rush
Tickets For
‘Phantom’

Students and senior citizens
may now purchase special rush
tickets to Andrew Lloyd
Webber’s “The Phantom of The
Opera,” directed by Harold
Prince, now at the Providence
Performing ArtsCenter through
March 14. The rush ticket price
forstudentsis $16; half-price for
seniors. This offer is subjected
to availability for all remaining
performances, except Friday
ﬂl'ld Salurday !’:‘\'l’;‘l'lil'lgfi, one
hour prior to curtain with valid
identification only at the Provi-
dence Performing Arts Center
box office, 220 Weybosset St.

Regularly priced tickets still
remain for most performances
Tuesday through Saturday eve-
nings at 8 p.m.; Sunday eve-
ningsat7:30 p.m. with matinees
Saturday and Sunday at 2 p.m.
Tickets range from $16 to $66
and include a $1 theater restora-
tion fee. The final performance
is March 14 at 8 p.m.

Regular tickets are on sale at
the Providence Performing Arts
Centerbox office, 220 Weybosset
St., beginning at 10 a.m. daily.
Tochargetickets, call 421-ARTS
or 331-2211.

Newport
Playhouse Calls
for Auditions

The Newport Playhouse and
Cabaret Restaurant announces
auditions for two shows on
March 25. Auditions will be for
the cabaret at 6 p.m., as well as
for the mainstay production of
“Lover’s Leap,” a comedy by
Bill Daily, at 7:30 p.m.

Needed for “Lover’s Leap”
are three men, ages 20 to 50 and
three women, ages 18 to 40.
Needed for the cabaret are men
and women, ages 16+.

The cabaret runs May 8
through June 28 and “Lover’s
Leap” runs May 15 through
July 12.

For additional information
about auditions or shows, con-
tact John Brennan or Jonathan
Perry at the Newport Playhouse
at 848-7529.

Mamaloshen

Mandy Patinkin returns to his
rootswith “Manaloshen” (Mother
Tongue) — a collection of Yiddish
standards and renditions — from
Irving Berlin to Paul Simon

Mandy Patinkin, whose musi-
cal, filmand televisioncareerhave
taken him from sold-out Broad-
way shows to an Emmy Award-
winning role in TV's “Chicago
Hope,” comes home with
“Mamaloshen” (Mother Tongue),
his third soloalbum. A cetebrated
singer of popular standards,
Yatinkin embraces a rich and en-
tertaining musical heritagein this
16-song collection, performed
with full orchestra, guest vocalist
Judy Blazer, and violinist Nadja
Salerno-Sonnenberg.

Bornintoa Jewishimmigrant
family on the south side of Chi-
cago, Patinkin grew up in the
1960s hearing popular music
and also Yiddish standards,
some sung by his father. But it
was another father figure — the

legendary producer Joseph
Papp, who gave him his first
breakat New York's Public The-
atre — who urged Patinkin to
take the musical journey back to
his Yiddish roots. “This is your
job,” Papp said in 1990 to the
singer-actor who would soon
be called “the greatest enter-
tainer on Broadway” by Clive
Barnes of The New York Post.

“Mamaloshen,” which fol-
lows Patinkin’s best-selling re-
cording “Oscar and Steve,” has
been all these years in the mak-
ing. Ranging from well-known
Yiddish standards like “Raisins
and Almonds” and “Oyfn
Pripetshik,” to rousing rendi-
tions of “Rabbi Elimeylekh” and
“Der Alter Tzigayner,” to new
arrangements of Irving Berlin’s
“G-d Bless America” and Paul
Simon’s “American Tune,” itis
acollection thatisas personal as
it is universal.

“Yiddish is not a religious
language, itisastreetlanguage,”
said Patinkin. “Like everybody
who haseverleft home, Iwanted
to preserve the street, the neigh-
borhood, that corner of my heri-
tage. It's not my intention to
literally trace the history of Jew-
ish or Yiddish music, or its jour-
ney to America, but I have al-
ways been interested in what
Jewish musicians and compos-
ers have done to assimilate. I
think all these writers — Irving
Berlin, Leonard Bernstein,

Stephen Sondheim, Paul Simon
— did write Jewish music.”

Patinkin set about learning
their songs—in Yiddish. Healso
consulted Yiddishmusicexperts,
and began collecting a selection
of traditional songs, some well
known and others rare. Along
withlongtime musical collabora-
tor Paul Ford, he assembled a
team of translators, language
coaches, and arrangers that
helped him compile 16 songs
that tell stories of mothers and
fathers, daughters and sons,
leaving home, finding a new
home, courtship, love, survival,
and death.

Now, for hismusicalstyle, he
is decidely aidel and fine, but
bursts out with overpowering,
exuberant operatic vocals that
don’t always fit into the theme
of the song. For example, he
sings the classic The Rebbe Reb
Elimelech, titled “Rabbi Elimey-
lekh”, where the song winds up

slowly, bouncing around to-
wards the end, where Patinkin
gets carried away. His rendition
is heartzig and he controls the
pace of the song well. He is able
to bring a sense of nostalgia for
the Yiddishtheatre with his voice
and incredible heart. Another
song thatsticksoutis “Parirosin,”
about a man’s struggle to get
food on the table. He begs pass-
ersby to buy his cigarettes and
matches, after all he’s got chil-
drento feed, hebegsso hedoesn’t
have to die “vie a hunt.” Mandy
really kvells and kvetches here. It
works for this song as he sent
shivers up your spine with his
spectacularly rousing bit of Yid-
dish. Every word gets youdeeper
into the song.

To give a range of his perfor-
mances, he adds “Supercalifrag-
ilisticexpialidocious” along with
“The Hokey Pokey " rolled into “Ten
Kopeks,” a nigun, song, about a
chassane, which combines
smoothly to create a wonderous
smorgasbord of chassane niggunim
thatswirllike Klezmer/Chassidic
dancing at its rowdiest. It cer-
tainly will put a smile on your
face when he sings, “Dem rechin
fus arayn, den rechin fusarays, dem
rechtn fus arayn, un men git a
shokloys,” right after the chosen
un kalle say “Awmeyn,” “I do.”
Oy, Gevalt!

If you have any appreciation
for Yiddish, you will enjoy this
compilation.
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Discovering Family Roots

by Tara V. Lisciandro
Herald Editor

Estimated figures tell us that
at least 75 percent of world Je-
wry canclaimatleastone grand-
parent in Polish ancestry. And
for those interested in discover-
ing their Jewish roots and be-
lieve they could possibly origi-
nateinPoland, Miriam Weiner’s
new book, Jewish Roots in Po-
land: Pages from the Past and Ar-
chival Inventories, is the ideal
volume for your genealogical

research. The author rec-

included in Jewish Roots in Po-
land.

With the assistance of the

Polish State Archives and their
cooperation, Weiner was able
to complete a much-needed
study tool. The author is certi-
fied by the Board for Certifica-
tion of Genealogists and an ex-

pert in Holocaust research. She
is the former executive director

of the American Gathering of

Holocaust Survivers in New
York. Her newspaper column,

* Find out if there are old
family documents (i.e.. natural-
izationand immigration papers,
passports, school records, etc.)
or legal documents.

* If possible, visit the cem-
etery where family membersare
buried and take photos of the
tombstones.

* Locate passenger records
(from old country to America).
These documents list family
members left behind and rela-
tives that had already entered

America. These records

ognized the need for the
book because the Archives
in Poland were closed for
many years. However,
having already worked
and studied as an experi-
ence genealogist for 20
years, Weiner also saw the
great curiosity and
struggle people had when
attempting to discover
their family’s roots.

With investigative
knowledge and experience
as a genealogist, Weiner
set out for almost seven
years in order to research
and create Jewish Roots in
Poland. Because of the lack

of computer technology
and organization in Po-

land, Weiner spent many |

MILIAMWENIE
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can be searched at the
National Archives and
Records Service in Wash-
ington, D.C.

* Locatenaturalization
records. Thesearealsoim-
portant and include fam-
ily names, dates, loca-
tions, name of the ship and
place of arrival. These
records can be found ina
number of locations in-
cluding the Immigration
and NMaturalization Ser-
vice in Washington, D.C.
(Note: papers filed prior
to 1906 contain less infor-
mation.)

* Research various

<=« family history institu-

; tions. Microfilm, newspa-

e | pers, databases and pub-

months abroad in order to
complete her research..
Now Jewish Roots in Poland has
becomeanaide for genealogists,
scholars of the Holocaust and
historiansas well. The immense
volume also brings a better un-
derstanding of the 3 million Pol-
ish Jews that perished during
the Holocaust.

The volume includes articles
by Polish and American archi-
vists which describe their
knowledge of the Polish reposi-
tories, an inventory of the Pol-
ish State Archives, Jewish His-
torical Institute records from 88
towns and more than 300
records from 96 cities of what is
now the Ukraine (formerly be-
longed to Poland). A town-sec-
tion including pre-World War
II photographs; antique post-
cards displaying shtetl scenes,
synagogues, Jewish cemeteries
and present-day scenes; detailed
bibliography and maps; and
computerized inventory of fam-
ily and town records are also

“Roots and Branches,” has ap-
peared in more than 100 Jewish
papers and she has contributed
to The Encyclopedia of Jewish Ge-
nealogy and the Jewish-Anierican
History and Culture: An Encyclo-
pedia as well. As president of
“Routes to Roots” Weiner offers
in-depth archival research and
customized visits to ancestral
towns of the former USSR and
Poland. Weiner lectures for vari-
ous organizations, schools,
synagogues and other institu-
tions throughout the year.

Tips For Discovering
Family Roots:

e Begininterviewsand meel-
ings with senior family mem-
bers and ask about their rela-
tives, Hebrew names, occupa-
tions and ancestral towns.

= Askifthereare existing fam-
ily photos and make copies if
possible. Identify people in the
photos and their relationships.

your tears

him.

life

looking back

My True Love My Son

by Carolyn Schwartz
True Love is wearing sunglasses so your son cannot see

True Love is dying inside before burdening a young mind
True Love is giving when there is nothing left to give, and
even more to hold back when giving too much will hurt

True Love is pushing your heart into a hidden corner for
you know he will not benefit from your grief

True Love is sleepless nights and haunted dreams

True Love is letting go when you want to hold on for dear

True Love is saying goodbye 100 years too soon
True Love is walking away without judging and never

True Love is praying someday before you die that in some
small way he will understand how very much you
loved him and be your friend.

We welcome interpretations of your own and encourage any
poets to submit samples of their work. Send any correspondence to
Rhode Island Jewish Herald, Attn.: Yehudah Biss.

I T T
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lished histories can be of
help in identifying ances-
tral towns and families.

(Compiled from “Roots and
Branches” by M. Weiner)

For more information about
researching Jewish genealogy or
about “Jewish Roots in Poland”
contact Miriam Weiner at 136
Sandpiper Key, Secaucus, NJ
07094,

UMass Dartmouth Hosts
19th Annual Jazz Festival

Collegejazz, highschooljazz,
and jazz performed by profes-
sional musicians will chase
away the mid-winter blues
when the University of Massa-
chusetts Dartmouth hostsis 19th
Jazz Festival on March 16, 17,
and 18. Most performances are
free.

College Jazz Night opens the
festival onMarch 16 at 7:30 p.m.
in the main auditorium with
performances by the jazz band,
jazz ensemble, and vocal en-
semble of UMass Dartmouth,
and the Brown University Jazz
Band. Admission is free.

The UMass Dartmouth Jazz
Faculty concert is March 17 at
12:30 p.m. in the recital hall of
the Visual and Performing Arts
building. Admissionis free. Per-
forming will be Rick Britto, saxo-
phone; Semenya McCord, vo-

cals; JohnHarrison, piano; Todd
Baker, bass; Rick Schilling, gui-
tar; and Herbie King, drums.

The High School Jazz Band
Festival is also March 17 at 3
p-m. in the main auditorium.
Admission is free. Performing
will be bands from Somerset,
Dartmouth, Portsmouth, West-
port, Whitman-Hansen, Case,
New Bedford, Barrington and
Durfee high schools.

The grand finale Guest Artist
concert on March 18 at 7:30 p.m.
in the main auditorium will fea-
ture John Fedchock, trombone,
with Allen Farnham, piano;
Lynn Seaton, bass; and David
Ratajczak, drums. The UMass
Dartmouth Jazz Band will also
perform. Tickets to the concert
are $10, available at the door or
call the university box office at
(508) 999-8598.

Mystic Seaport Celebrates
Human Rights

VIPs, including national, state and local government officials,
corporate leaders, not-for-profit organizations, school groups, re-
ligious delegations, entertainers and the public will gather at
Myslic Seaport in Mystic, Conn,, for an historic keel laying cer-
emony. The ceremony will mark the beginning of construction of
the freedom schooner Amistad, a project that has taken four years

to plan and develop.

When construction is completed in 2000, the $3.1 million, 80-
foot, hand-hewn schooner will sail around the country as
Connecticut’s educational ambassador, bringing lessons of his-
tory, cooperation and leadership to Americans of all ages, interests

and cultural backgrounds.

March 8 was chosen as the date of the keel laying ceremony to
coincide with the firstannual observance of Amistad Sunday in the
calendar of the 1.5 million member United Church of Christ, which
isasponsorof the vessel. The UCC’s 6,100 congregations — located
in 49 American states, Puerto Rico and one Canadian province —
are encouraged to remember and celebrate the Amistad event in
worship March 8. Contact the UCC at (216) 736-2214 to find a

service near you.

NewGate Theatre Presents
“The Servant of Two Masters’

NewGate Theatre will be pre-
sentingabitofmerry pre-spring
madness in the form of Carlo
Goldoni's Commedia dell’arte
madcap farce “The Servant of
Two Masters” through March
28.

This production marks the
second play in NewGate's 1998
Artistic Director Audition Se-
ries. Having just presented Sam
Shepard’s riveting drama,
“Simpatico,” directed by Karl
Aspelund, NewGate now turns
to matters more hilarious. Brien
Lang, second artistic director
candidate, is promising
NewGate audiences a play that
will make themroar withlaugh-
terat the antics of the zany char-
acters of Goldoni’s comic mas-
terpiece.

The play opens with the an-
nouncement of the engagement
of lovely Clarice (daughter of
the kind-hearted but slightly
overwrought Pantalone de
Bisognosi), to Silvio (son of the
slightly officious, Latin-spout-
ing Dr. Lombardi). Everything
seems in order until the quick-
witted serving man Truffaldino
arrives to announce that his
master, Federigo Rasponi, is
downstairs awaiting an invita-
tion to enter. (Federigo was
originally engaged to Clarice but
everyoneinvolved believed him
to be killed ina dueI ) Amld the

» ik

shock and confusion, a person
claiming to be Federigo enters
and demands the hand of Clarice
(and theaccompanying dowry).

Only aftereveryone leavesin
great distress is it revealed that
Federigoisactually not Federigo
but his sister, Beatrice, who left
Turin after her brother was
killed at the hands of her lover,
Florindo Aretusi. Beatrice is
traveling disguised as her
brotherinorder to find Florindo.
Only the innkeeper Brighella is
aware of Beatrice's identity but
she swears him to secrecy.

Later that day, Truffaldino,
always scheming, encounters
Florindo, who has arrived look-
ing for Beatrice. When Florindo
reveals he is looking for a ser-
vant, Truffaldino decides that
he will try to take on two jobs,
collect two paychecks and get
fed twice as much.

Thus, Truffaldino’s attempts
to keep his two masters from
finding out about each other
keeps the lovers apart and pro-
duces preposterous, farcical
mayhem in the NewGate loft
theater space. Of course, all is
ultimately set right, the right
lovers are paired off, and every-
one ends up happy, loved and
well-fed.

Generaladmission tickets for
“The Servant of Two Masters”

can be reserved by calling the

theater at 421-9680. All tickets
are $12 each with a $2 discount
for seniors and students. Group
rates will be available for reser-
vations of 10 persons or more.
On March 3 (special preview
performance) and March 12 all
tickets will be on a “pay-what-
you-can” basis. Performances
will run March 4, March 6 and
March 7, then will be presented
on Thursdays, Fridays, and Sat-
urdays for the remainder of the
run.

Soon to be announced: a spe-
cial * Engag'emcn{l’arly’ for the
happv but bemused couples of

“The Servant of Two Masters”
whichis being planned forMarch
19, 5:30 p.m. at Mario’s Down-
town Cafe at 110 Mathewson 5t.,
Providence. The proud parents
willannounce moreinformation
as soon as possible.
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OBITUARIES

BEATRICE EVELYN COHEN

PROVIDENCE — Beatrice
Evelyn Cohen, 89, of 50 Randall
Square, died Feb. 25 at Philip
Hulitar Hospice Care Inpatient
Center. She was the wife of the
late Henry S. Cohen.

Born in Chelsea, Mass., a
daughter of the late Samuel and
Mary Weiss, she had lived in
Pennsylvania and Taunton,
Mass., before moving to Provi-
dence 14 years ago.

She was a member of Hadas-
sah, B'nai B'rith and Hamilton
House.

She leaves a son, Lewis G.
Cohen in Pennsylvania; a
daughter, Marcia Zisman of
Barrington; a brother, Eugene
Weiss in Massachusetts; a sis-
ter, Helen Martinello of Chelsea,
Mass.; four grandchildren and
two great-grandchildren.

The funeral was held Feb. 27
at Max Sugarman Memorial
Chapel, 458 Hope St,, Provi-
dence. Burial wasin Swan Point
Cemetery, Providence.

SIDNEY HORENSTEIN

PROVIDENCE — Sidney
Horenstein, 85, of 715 Putnam
Pike,asalesman for Beck Beauty
Supply Co., Providence, before
retiring 20 years ago, died Feb.
28 at Miriam Hospital, Provi-
dence. He was the husband
of the late Alice (Novak)
Horenstein.

Born in Providence, a son of
thelate Eliand Ida (Wrightman)
Horenstein, he lived in
Greenville for two years, previ-
ously living in Warwick.

He was a volunteer for the
American Red Cross for 20
years.

He leaves a sister, Florence
A.Horensteinof New York City,
and several cousins.

The funeral was held March
2 from the Max Sugarman Me-
morial Chapel, 458 Hope St.,
Providence. Burial was private.

ROSE MURRAY

WARWICK — Rose Murray,
83, of Shalom Apartments, 1
Shalom Drive, died Feb. 26 at
home. She was the wife of the
late William Murray Senior.

Born in Malden, Mass., a
daughter of the late Samuel and
Dora (Sax) Berg, she moved to
Warwick 57 years ago from
Providence.

She was a member of Temple
Torat Yisrael in Cranston.

She was a member of the
Coast Guard Auxiliary, serving
asacommunicationsofficer.She
wasa licensed ham radio opera-
tor.

She had owned Knitland, a
former retail yarn store in War-
wick, and had been proprietor
of the former Discland Record
Shop, in Warwick.

She leaves a daughter, Lois
Lindsey of Valley Center, Calif.;
three sons, William Murray Jr.
of Conway, 5.C.,Steven Murray
of Long Beach., Calif.,, and
Michael Murray of Redland,
Calif.; a sister, Louise
Gerstenblattof Dover, N.H.; five
grandchildren, three great-
grandchildren and three great-
great-grandchildren. She was

the sister of the late Arthur and
Edward Berg.She was the friend
of John Stilson of Cranston.
The funeral was held March
1 in Mount Sinai Memorial
Chapel, 825 Hope St., Provi-
dence. Burial was in Lincoln
Park Cemetery, Warwick.

CLARE PARNESS

PHOENIX, Ariz. — Clare
Parness, 85, of Scottsdale, Ariz.,
formerly of Providence, a
saleslady for the jewelry firm of
Zale's at its Chelmsford, Mass.,
store before retiring, died March
1 atKlvel Care Center, Phoenix.
She wasthe wifeof the late Frank
Parness.

Born in New York city, a
daughter of the late Frank and
Rebecca (Silverman) Parness,
she lived in Lowell, Mass., for
39 years, and Providence for 21
years, before moving to
Scottsdale in 1995. 3

Sheattended Hunter College
inNew York City. She was a life
member of Hadassah and a
member of Har Zion Congrega-
tion, Scottsdale, and its Sister-
hood. She was a member of the
former Temple Beth Israel,
Providence, and now Temple
Torat Yisrael, and a former
member of Congregation Sons
of Jacobin Providence. She was
a member of the Chacma Senior
Group in Scottsdale.

She leaves a daughter, Bar-
bara Sharfman of Scottsdale,
with whomshe made her home;
a son, Bruce Parness of
Clermont, Fla.; a brother,
Charles “Danny” Parness of East
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Greenwich; a sister, Ethel
Markowitz of Ashland, Ore.;
four grandchildren and four
great-grandchildren. She was a
sister of the late Max Parness.

A graveside funeral service
was held March 3 at Lincoln
Park Cemetery, Warwick. The
service was coordinated by
Mount Sinai Memorial Chapel,
825 Hope St., Providence.

RUTH STONE

CRANSTON — Ruth Stone,
81, formerly of Villa Avenue, an
employee of the Rhode Island
Registry of Motor Vehicles be-
fore retiring 15 years ago, died
March1atCedar Crest Nursing
Home. She was the wife of the
late Ira M. Stone,

Bornin Bristol, a daughter of
the late Jacob and Fannie
(Delerson) Molasky, she lived
in Providence, Pawtucket and
Bristol before moving to Cran-
ston 20 years ago.

She was a graduate of Bryant
& Stratton College, now Bryant
College. In the 1950s she was
the owner, with her husband, of
the former Ira’s Spa on Reser-
voir Avenue, Providence. She
was later a housemother at the

former O'Rourke Children’s
Center in North Providence.

She was a member of the
former Temple Beth Israel,
Providence, now Temple Torat
Yisrael in Cranston, where for
many years she helped to serve
breakfast to the bar mitzvah
classes on Saturday mornings.
She was active in the Sisterhood
of the former Temple Beth Is-
rael. She was a member of the
Majestic Senior Guild of Cran-
ston, with whom she traveled
extensively, and a member of
the Warwick Social Seniors. She
had been a Girl Scout in Bristol,
and later a Girl Scout leader in
Providence. She was a member
of the Mariner Ship Vigilant.

She leaves a daughter, Freda
Lehrer of Cranston; a son, Elliot
Stone of Stoughton, Mass.; and
four grandchildren. She was a
sister of thelateJessieand Harry
Molasky, and Adrian Marlin.

The funeral service was held
March 3 at Temple Torat Yis-
rael, Park Avenue, Cranston.
Burial wasin Lincoln Park Cem-
etery, Warwick. Theservice was
coordinated by Mount Sinai
Memorial Chapel, 825 Hope St.,
Providence.

U.S. Rabbi Trains
Egyptians to Maintain
Kosher Embassy

by Marcia H. Kay
Washington Jewish Week

WASHINGTON (JTA) —
Imagine teaching the household
staffofthe U.S.embassy inEgypt
the laws of kashrut while at the
same time telling them why an
egg, although a product of an
animal, is considered pareve.

That’s what Rabbi Moshe
Schreiber did when he traveled
to Cairo recently to kasher the
kitchen of the new U.S. ambas-
sador to Egypt, Daniel Kurtzer.

Kurtzer and his wife, who
are observant Jews, knew that
they needed the hands of an
expert to kasher both kitchens
in their new home.

One kitchen, the mainone, is
used for entertaining; the other
is the Kurtzers’ personal
kitchen.

The Kurtzers knew thatkeep-
ing kosher wouldn't be easy in
a country where kosher meat
and other kosher staples are al-
most non-existent. Schreiber
brought the family their first
Shabbat meal with him from a
Washington suburb.

Future kosher orders will be
made through the U.S. commis-
sary system, whichis headquar-
tered in Philadelphia.

The routine of kashering the
embassy’s kitchens was much
like the routine used in
kashering one’s own home,
Schreiber said. Many of the ap-
pliances in the kitchens were
new and required no kashering,

But Schreiber hadn’t been
worried about cleaning appli-
ances. He had been more con-
cerned about teaching a staff of
Egyptians, many of whom had
never met a Jew in their lives.

But the rabbi, on his first trip
to Egypt, discovered that his
fears were unfounded.

“They were all very friendly
and cooperative,” he said.

During his two weeks at the
embassy, Schrieberschooled the
staff in the art of keeping a

kitchen kosher. “"There were no
philosophical discussions”
about the whys and wherefores
of kashrut, he said.

Schreiber explained the pro-
hibition against mixing meat
and milk together, not only in
the cooking phase but in the
eating portion of the meal.

He also taught them about
the need to keep meat and milk
dishes, pots, pans and silver-
wareseparate. “We placed signs
all over the kitchen in Arabic,”
he said.

The Kurtzers knew that
keeping kosher wouldn’t
be easy in a country
where kosher meat and
other kosher staples are
almost non-existent.

Schriber noted that Muslim
law requires that meat be butch-
ered in a certain manner and
that observant Muslims, like
observant Jews, don't eat pork.

Explaining what types of
foods are pareve presented the
most problems.

“If milk comes from an ani-
mal, then they wanted to know
why milkisn'tconsidered ameat
product,” said Schreiber. In the
end, Schreiber simply made a
list of what products were
pareve.

A blech, a piece of metal that
covers thestoveand stays warm
for use during Shabbat, was
made by the embassy staff.
Schreiber explained to the staff
the need to keep one burner on
during Shabbat, which in turn
keeps the blech warm. He also
told the staff that all prepara-
tions for Shabbatshould be com-
plete by 4 p.m. on Friday.

The hardest part for the staff,
he said, will “be remembering
all the details.”
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Esther’s Story

(Continued from Page 8)

I know theriver well. Insum-
mer and fall, my canoe and lare
its frequent visitors. Ithasaslow,
easy current, flowing northward
— it is a tributary to a larger
river that will carry its waters to
the not-so-distant ocean.

Today, the river is swollen,
though by no means flooded.
Watching the water, I realize
that if I were a stranger to this
river, I would tell you that its
current flows south, for the
ripples on its surface surely in-
dicate that this is so.

My thoughtsreturnto Esther.
I compare her situation to that
of the bubbling brook —
straightforward, unambiguous.
Really, she had no choice.

How could she do other than
save her people, even at the risk
of her own life? How could she
do other than standup for what
she believed and who she was?
Clearly, to my mind, she
couldn’t. The stakes were too
high. The future of an entire
people rested on her shoulders.

Ihaveencountered somesuch
situations in my life —clear-cut,
unambiguous, yet not without
their risks. [ have tried my best to
stand up for what I believe and
for who 1 am, and sometimes,
like Esther, 1 have succeeded in
changing the course of events.
Moreoften, | have come outonly
with the satisfaction of not hav-
ing betrayed myself.

But life is rarely so simple.
Noteverysituationislikea bub-
bling brook or Esther vs. Haman.
More often, the metaphor of the

(Continued from Page 3)

Rabbi Fendrick, the director
of Visions for Change, Brown-
RISD Hillel’s public service ini-
tiative, wanted tostarta conver-
sation for the Jewish commu-
|'Ii[}-' on Cﬂl'l'lPLiS.

“I thought about something
that would be structured like a
traditional Jewish text but that
would allow for real conversa-
tion,"” shesaid. “I wanted people
to be able to talk about what our
responsibilitiesare to each other
and our community and our
planet.”

Shortly thereafter, Rabbi
Fendrickallocated some Visions
for Change funding for her new
project, secured a grant from
HillelInternational, and selected
some passages in the Jewish
texts that she thought would
promote an exchange of ideas
about some of the aforemen-
tioned questions.

Althoughthe firstissueis out,
she admits that there are some
unanswered questions about
Sparks.

“So far, the publication will
come out twice a year,” Rabbi
Fendrick said. “I'm thinking
about how to expand it beyond
myself, and I’'m considering an
advisory committee. But it's a
start.”

YOU'AE LEAVING?

Take time to let us know. Whenever
and wherever you go, we want you

to tell us. Tell US — not the Post
Office. They don't tell us
averything, you know!

Call 724-0200

slow-moving river with ripples
formed by the wind holdssway.

I think again of Esther. Yes,
she is a heroine. Even if she
didn’t really have a choice, it
still couldn’t have been easy to
face possible death with cour-
age and dignity. I think how
much courageit takes me to face
situations that are not life and
death at all, but more like life
and deathto the psyche,and my
respect for Esther grows.

Many of my questions remain
unanswered. Ultimately, I re-
specther, thoughlstillhavesome
feelings of discomfort about her.
She was so incredibly beautiful.
I doubt that I will ever be able to
identify with that.

And as a woman, 1 will al-
wayswishthatshehad beenable
to realize for herself what she
needed to do, rather than having
to be told by a man. Yes, [ know,
the story took place long ago.

My thoughts return to the
streamand theriver. The stream
is young, I think. To the young,
there is so little ambiguity in
life. Theriveris older, it takesits
time. It doesn’t need to tell the
world where it is going. It sim-
ply goes there.

Perhaps that is, after all, how
I need to remember Esther. She
did want she needed to do, and
she did it in her own way, not
someone else’s.

Does anything else really
matter?

Katy Allen is a Jewish story-
teller and freelance writer.

NCJW

(Continued from Page 3)

and RhodeIsland’sIsrael Bonds
Campaign. A former head of
Jewish Federation of Rhode Is-
land, he has devoted time to
numerous causesand organiza-
tions.

“It's our major fund-raising
event of the year, and we're ex-
pecting between 200 and 400
people,” NCJW co-president
Carol Brooklyn said.

Brooklyn discussed some of
the many NCJW causes and ac-

_ tvities that proceeds from the

luncheon will support.

“Every year, we give camp-
l’_‘l'shlpb to Cdmp JORI, a Jewish
camp in South County, and
Camp Ruggles, Rhode Island’s
only camp for emotionally dis-
turbed children,” explained
Brooklyn. “They help needy
families provide their children
with enjoyable summers.”

NCJW also provides about
$6,000 in competitive scholar-
ship monies that are accessible
to all Rhode Island’s college-
bound high school seniors.

Long oriented towards fur-
thering education, NCJW also
sponsors “Shalom Israel,” a pro-
gram that places NCJW mem-
bers in sixth grade classrooms
across the state, where they stay
for about 40 minutes to deliver
colorful presentations about Is-
raeli history and culture.

For younger children and
their families, NCJW offers a
Home Instruction Program for
Preschool Youngsters, a
compellation of course materi-
alsdesigned to help parents with
limited formal education to pro-
vide education for their pre-
school children,

Songs and Stories

(Continued from Page 5)

Sephardic and Marranic Juda-
ism, and Judith Cohen's lastlyr-
icswerededicated to her. “Long
live Queen Esther!” she intoned
inamixof Portugueseand Span-
ishsyllables. It was her secrecy,
her sense of purpose, her intelli-
gent beauty, and her dilemmas
that endear her to Jews from
Persia to Portugal. Rufina ex-
plained the term “Saudade”—a
painful and poignant nostalgia
foralostculture that leaves hurt
in its historic wake but also the
bittersweet longing for return,
and the moment of hesitationin
Esther’s choice.

And whatis her beauty thatso
captivated the king? Torah never
spells outits form and shape, but
only its power. There are even
commentaries that claim Morde-
chai, too, was in love with her.

So perhaps we could see
Vashti and Esther in the high-
jinks of “Saudade” at Temple
Emanu-EL

Violence

(Continued from Page 4)

and stabbings, institutional and
even international violence all
begin and end with individuals
—withpeoplelikeus,” she notes.

To the question, “What can
we do about it?” members of the
clinical staff at Jewish Family
Serviceoffer some usefuladvice.

We must learn to do better
with our anger and hostility,
they say, because when welearn
to tame our anger we replace
violence with self-control. They
also suggest that we must de-
velop our problem-solving skills
to the best of our ability and
then teach them to our children
and grandchildren. Modeling
these skills with our co-workers
and employees, they advise, is
also veryimportant. Itisin these
ways that we can begin to learn
how to resolve our conflicts
peacefully.

For information on counsel-
ing and other services offered
by Jewish Family Service, call

331-124.
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Jews, Movies,
the Dream

(Continued from Page 5)

And yet, the clips of Mickey
Rooney and Judy Garland can-
not fail to stir your spirits, a
Jewish hope for tomorrow and
a happy family.

The most enduring and du-
rable of the studios with the
bravest and most intelligent
writers was Warner Brothers,
which risked elements of trag-
edyand truth. Jack Warner him-
self, however, was a less than
lovely character. He divorced
his wife, fired his son, betrayed
his second wife, fought so bit-
terly with his brother Harry that
he caused his death from a
stroke—and never really even
recognized or knew the names
of some of his major stars.
(David Geffen now lives in his
Beverly Hills mansion, and
keeps his private room intact
like a shrine.)

This is deep and complex
stuff. If Hollywood is indeed a
Jewish concept, then each film
like a prayer goes up to heaven.
The legacy of “Hollywoodism”
is more challenge than nostal-
gia. Thelyrical beauty and flash-
ing truth of a few masterpieces
contrasts with the mixed mes-
sages and garbled words of our
heritage. The final scene in this
forthcoming motion picture
shows thebloated and yet trivial
finale of “Independence Day,”
in which the world struggles
with alien enemies and finds
peace within war. Hardly a re-
alistic or responsible summing
up of the warltime victory of
Paramount Pictures over Nazi
anti-Semitic smears.

GUTTERS

INSTALLATION, REPAIRS AND CLEANING
— 30 years experience. Call Mr. Gutter, 354-
6725, Providence, 884-0714. 3/5/99

HEALTH AND BEAUTY

GENTLE SKIN CARE: One artist — aroma-
theraphy facial, waxing, hair, makeup. Rea-
sonable. Privacy and pampering. Call Janice
467-0720. 3/12/98

INSURANCE

FED UP WITH YOUR HEALTH INSURANCE?
Personally designed coverage for individu-
als, self-employeds, families. 1-800-859-
1930. 3/5/98

JOBS WANTED

KIDSHOW VENTRILOQUIST/MAGICIAN —
Birthdays, Bar Mitzvhas, etc. Fully interactive
shows include comedy, kooky balloon ani-
mals, funny face painting, mystical magic,
music, and a visit from one or more zany
animal friends. Call Mark (401) 461-0073.

PERSONAL CARE PROVIDER — Tired of
paying agency fees? Need someone who
cares? Has 20 years experience, excellent
references. Call day or night 433-0827.
3/5/98

PET SERVICES

BOW WOWS — Pet sitting service and more.

Now you can leave them... and leave them
loved. Call 724-9963. 3/5/98
SERVICES

FREE CASH GRANTS College. Scholarships.
Business, Medical Bills. Never repay. Toll-
Free 1 (800) 218-9000, ext. G-5308.5/8/98

RETIRED POLICER OFFICER available for
driving and home protection. Live 10 miles
from Providence. Call John {508) 252-3825.

3/5/98
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Adoption R.l. Hosts
6th Annual Conference UMass Dartmouth

Adoption Rhode Island will
hold its sixth annual confer-
ence, Building Families
Through Adoption: A Lifetime
Commitment,” on March 14 at
Winman Junior High Schoolin
Warwick.

The daylong conference will
feature more than 40 work-
shops onall types of adoption,
with plenty to offer for people
consideringadoption,adoptive
parents and their relatives and
friends, and adoption profes-
sionals. Workshop topics will
include introduction to adop-
tion, single parent adoption,
special needsadoption, biologi-
cal and adoptive families, in-
fant and international adop-
tion, how do I know I'm ready
to adopt? and more!

This year’s keynote speaker

will be Dee Paddock, adoptive
parent, psychotherapist, con-
sultant, and founder of Families
With a Difference.

Her keynote address, “Bent
But Not Broken: Building Resil-
ient Adoptive Families,” will be
aninformative and entertaining
presentation on building resil-
ience into adoptive family life.

Car pools can be arranged
for those who need transporta-
tionto the conference. Child care
is also available.

Conference admission is $25
per person. For more informa-
tion and a conference brochure,
call Adoption Rhode Island at
724-1910.

Do not allow the fee to pre-
vent you from coming; call
Adoption Rhode Island for re-
duced rate information.

Audubon Maple Sugaring Trip

The Audubon Society of
Rhode Island will offer a maple
sugaring lrip to historic
Deerfield Village on March 12.
Van departure is scheduled for
7 a.m. from the Caratunk Wild-
life Refuge in Seekonk, Mass.
The fee for this excursion is $39
per ASRI member and $43 per
non-member, pre-payment re-
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quired. If you have any ques-
ions or would like to register
for this program, call the
Caratunk Nature Centerat (508)
761-8230.

Uponarrivalin Deerfield, the
firstdestinationis the William's
Farm Sugarhouse, where par-
ticipants will settle down to a
big farm-style breakfast. A
guided tour of the property will
follow as the tour sets out to
learn the finer points of maple
sugaring inNew England. Time
will be allowed to explore the
historic houses and shops which
line the streets of this pictur-
esque town. Finally, one last stop
to the Yankee Candle Factory
before the trip back to Caratunk.
Space s limited and is filling up
quickly so call to reserve your
place today.

Open House at

Observatory

The University of Massachu-
setts Dartmouth Observatory,
located just west of *
the campus en-
trance, willhold an
open house March
9, starting at 7 p.m.,
weather permitting. The
public is invited.

The centerpiece of the obser-
vatory, which achieved “first
light” during the fall of 1993, is
the 14-inch diameter reflector
telescope and its modern com-
puter-controlled mount. Celes-
tial images are recorded either
by conventional photography or
astate-of-the-artelectroniccam-
era. The observatory is used by
faculty and students for in-class
study as well as advanced re-
search projects. Periodically,
members of the local commu-
nity are invited to view the sky
during public open houses and
scheduled group visits

For more information about
this or future observatory open
housesortoschedule group vis-
its, contact Professor Alan
Hirshfeld at (508) 999-8715.

RI Civil War
Roundtable

The Rhode Island Civil War
Roundtable and the Cranston
Public Library will host Gregg
Mierka, curator of General
Greene's Homestead, for his talk
onGeneral George Sears Greene,
“Rhode Island’s Generals.”

The program will be held
March 18 at 7 p.m. in the Will
Hall Library Auditorium, 1825
Broad St. The program is free
and open to the public.

For information, call 781-
2450.

Part-Time Religious
School Director

Conservative, Egalitarian, Synagogue-based
After School Program in Southeastern, MA
Administrative and Curricular Skills Required.

Please send résumé to:

Ziskind School Search Committee
Tifereth Israel Congregation
145 Brownell Avenue
New Bedford, MA 02740

Michael D. Hagerty

Pawtucket, RI 02860

Don't pay
full sticker price

for car insurance

Allstate Insurance Company
Blackstone Place, 727 East Avenue

Bus (401) 729-1911 * FAX (401) 729-1851

For less than perfect drivers—
Being in good hands is the only place to ber

© 1996 Allsrare Indemnicy Company, Norrhbrook, lllmois. Subjecs 1o locsl
avalabaliny and qualifications, Orher rerms, condition and exchussons may spply.

Alistate

You're in good hands.

Car ‘Junking’ Benefits
Meeting Street Center

Meeting Street Center /Easter Seal Society of Rhode Island, Inc.
is looking for people who want to donate unwanted vehicles, in
any condition, to help some very special individuals and at the
same time, receive a valuable tax write-off. “Kars For Kids,” the
brainchild of Red’s Auto, takes in donated vehicles, with all
proceeds from the “junking” of them going to Meeting Street
Center/Easter Seal Society of Rhode Island.

As a long-time effort for Meeting Street Center, “Kars For Kids”
successfully brings in funds annually to help support the pro-
grams of the non-profit agency. The programs include Meeting
Street School, Outpatient Rehabilitation Services, and the Metro-

politan Region Early Intervention Program.

The centers mission is to work with individuals of all ages with
disabilities and special needs, along with their families, inenabling
them to achieve the highest quality of life and maximum indepen-

dence.

To donate your unwanted vehicles and receive a valuable tax
write-off in the “Kars For Kids"” program, contact Katie Petrucci at

438-9500, ext. 231.

Nobel Prize Winner Speaks at
BCC For Women’s History Month

Vermont native Jody Will-
iams, who won the Nobel Peace
Prize for her efforls to ban land
mines, will address the issues of
Land Mines, War, Women'’s Se-
curity and Health Worldwide
as part of Bristol Community
College’s celebration of
Women'’s History Month. Will-
iams’ presentation is scheduled
for March 13, at 10 a.m. in the
Margaret L. Jackson Arts Cen-
ter, Room H-209,

Also highlighting this year's
calendar of events at the college
are two photo exhibits, “Of
Many Colors: Portraits of Mul-

tiracial Families” and “Love
Makes a Family: Portraits of
Lesbian and Gay Families.”

“Of Many Colors,” offers a
powerful vision of the growing
diversity of the American fam-
ily. The exhibit runs from April
2 to 14. “Love Makes a Family,”
which combines text and
photographs, allows viewers to
experience the strength, sup-
port, and love found within
gayand lesbian families. Itopens
on April 15 and runs through
April 29.

For information, call (508)

" 678-2811, ext. 2392.

Beanie Bahy Raffle Benefits
R.l. Community Food Bank

The Brown University Bookstore will hold weekly raffles in
March for the chance to win a “Princess” bear from The Beanie
Babies Collection. The bookstore will donate all proceeds to the
Rhode Island Community Food Bank.

Beginning March 6, tickets may be purchased for $1 each at the
bookstore's customer service desk. Drawings willbe held at 1 p.m.on
March 13, March 20 and March 27. Winners will be notified by mail or
by phone, and do not need to be present at the time of the drawing.

For more information, call 863-3168.
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We Have Masks, Megillahs, Groggers,
@3 Stickers, Shaloch Manot Bags, '
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77 Burlington Street (off Hope Street), Providence
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