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The March of the 
Living Begins 

by Tara V. Lisciandro 
Herald Editor 

It was a grey and drea ry 
morning. The rain had finally 
ceased but the chi ll remained in 
the morning air. Bad weather 
however, didn't take away the 
excitement for more than 20 
New England students and 
adults who were about to d e
part on the March of the Living. 
While proud parents s tood with 
their children, giving them last
minute Feminders, hugs and 
encouragement o thers were 
busy assisting with numerous 
pieces of heavy luggage. 

After months of preparation 
and training the 27 students and 
adults from the Bureau of Jewish 
Education in Providence and 
neighboring New England towns 
were prepared for the March of 
the Li vi ng tour. By bus they tra v
eled to JFK airport where they 
would take off for Poland and 
begin their.tour in Warsaw. 

Ruth Page, director of the BJE, 
coordina ted the trip for the New 
England students. Among some 
of the many staff members who 
wi ll be assisting with the March 
of the Living tour are Laura 
Berkson,musician from Temple 

Shalom in Middletown; Rabbi 
Vicki Lieberman of Congrega
tion B'nai Israel in Woonsocket; 
a nd Alison Link, directorof Per
specti ves. " I wonder wha t my 
grandparents would think of me 
going"on this trip," sa id Rabbi 
Lieberman whose grandparents 
were survivors from Poland. 

The Rhode Island group met 
weekly to learn about the Polish 
and Israeli ci ties they would be 
visiting as wel l as about the me
morials they would be touring. 
"The literature from the BJE was 
wonderfu l," said Linda Bloch, 
mother of 16-year-old Rachel. 
"Everyone was so supporti ve 
and the seminars were very in
formative," said Mr. and Mrs. 
Guarnieri, parents of 18 year
old Michael, who will be attend
ing Boston University in the fall. 

A total of 7,000 teens and 
adults from around the world 
were ed ucated about their up
coming travels as March of the 
Living participants. Together 
they wi ll march 3 kilometers 
from Auschwitz to Birkenau to 
commemorate Yorn HaShoah 
(Ho locaust Rememberance 
Day). From Poland their march 
will end in Israel w here they 

Celebration of Song 
The three cantors (from left) Brian). Mayer, Temple Emanu

El; Ida Rae Cabana, Temple Beth-El; and Robert Lieberman, 
Temple Tora t Yisrael, join in a program of Jewish music from 
throughout the ages. The concert fea tures the R.I. Philhar
monic Orchestra under the baton of Ann Danis with narration 
by Oskar Eustis, artis tic director of Trinity Repertory Com
pany. The May 3 concert begins at 4 p.m. at the Veterans 
Memoria l Auditorium in Providence. For tickets, call 272-
4VMA. Photo by PM. Cohen Photography 
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MARCH OF THE LIVING participants gathered at the Bureau of Jewish Education in Providence. 
Many will be visiting Poland and Israel for the first time. From left: Ellina Khaykin, Rachel Bloch 
and her mother Linda, Roz and Ron Guarnieri and their son Michael. (See page 9) 

will participate in celebrating 
SO years of Israeli Independence. 

For many this will be their 
first visi t to Poland and Israel as 
well. While some seek to edu
cate themselves more abou t the 
history of Judaism, many seek 
to discover answers to their 
family's backgrounds. "I've al
ways wanted to go to Poland 
and find out about our family's 
roots," said 16-year-old Amy 
Peiser, a graduate of ASDS. "Our 
entire family comes from there," 
added Peiser's mother. Most of 
the students attend ing March of 
the Living- are curious about 
their family's history and ori
gins as well as the history of the 
Holocaust. "I need to learn more 
about my history in order to 
keep it a live," said Sara 
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Feinberg, a graduating senior of 
The Lincoln School in Provi
dence. "I've always been inter
ested in the Holocaust," said 17-
year-old Ell ina Khaykin, a stu
dent at Cranston East High 
School, "l remember my friends 
at Providence Hebrew Day 
School and myself, we a ll 
wanted to go on this trip. Now, 
it's really happening!" Khaykin 
was born in Russia and arrived 
in the United States with her 
family in 1989. She is interested 
in discovering more about her 
family's past during the Holo
caust. Among the March of the 
Living participants are Francine 
Fink and her daughter Meredith, 
a student a t Rocky Hill High 
School in East Greenwich. Fink 
was born in Bergen-Belsen and 

her parents, Holocaust su rvi
vors, were from Poland. 

Some of the tour destinations 
for March of the Living partici
pants during their six-day stay in 
Poland include the Korshak Or
phanage, the Ghetto Wall, War
saw Jewish Cemetery, Temple 
Alte Synagogue and Museum, 
Meeting with Righteous Gentile, 
and the Plashov monument. On 
April 27 the participants will ar
rive in Israel where they will en
joy a jeep ride through the Dan 
Nature reserve, a tour of Safed, 
Jerusalem, the Old City, Tefilla, 
Knesset (supreme court), the Di
aspora museum and take part in 
tree planting and an archeologi
cal dig. The March of the Living 
participants will return to Rhode 
Island on May 8. 

Israelis Wary as Tensions 
Among Palestinians Escalate 

by David Landau 
JERUSALEM ()TA) - Israe

lis are watching the escala ting 
tensions between the Palestin
ian authority and Islamic mili
tants with apprehension and 
uncertainty, wondering how the 
rift will spill over. 

On one hand, Israeli citizens 
remain on heightened alert for 
terroris t attacks after the funda
mentalist group Ha mas recently 
issued threats against Israeli tar
gets. 

At the same time, officials 
worry about how the internal 
s truggle will affect diplomatic 
efforts to revive the dormant 
peace process. 

The tensions date back to 
March 29, when the body of 

Hamas' chief bom b-maker, 
Mohiyedine Sharif, was found 
after an explosion in a garage in 
the West Ba n k town o f 
Ramallah. 

Sharif was on Israel's list of 
most-wanted terroris ts, and 
Hamas militants suspected that 
Israeli operatives were behind 
his death - just as they had been 
held responsible for the death of 
Yehiya Ayash, the Ha mas bomb
maker known as ''The Engineer," 
who was killed by a bobby
trapped cellular phone in the 
Gaza Strip two years ago. 

The assertion by a Palesti n
ian pathologist that Sharif had 
been shot dead some hours be
fore the explosion tended to cor
roborate Hamas' suspicions. 

And the fundamentalist move
ment vowed d ire retribution 
against the Jewish state, despite 
the repeated denials from Is
raeli officials that they were be
hind Sharif's death. 

Then the Palestinian Author
ity of Yasser Arafat seemed to 
corroborate Israel's denials, as
ser ting that Sharif had been 
killed by rivals within Hamas' 
military wing, Izz a-Din a l
Kassam. 

To back up their assertions, 
Palestinianinterrogatorsclaimed 
they had extracted a confession 
from Arnad Awadallah, brother 
of a leading Hamas terrorist, 
Adel Awadallah. 

Amad A wadallah la ter found 
(Continued on Page 15) 
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HAPPENINGS 
An Afternoon of Creation and Tea 

Writer Debra Cash and ceramicist Sasha Bergman will lead 
interactive, experiential workshops, followed by tea on May 3, 
from 1:30 to 4:30 p.m. at the Leventhal-Sidman Jewish Community 
Center, 333 Nahanton St., Newton, Mass. The workshop is spon
sored by the Miriam Goldman Authors' Fund. Advance registra
tion is required by calling (617) 558-6442. 

JVS Business Workshop 
Jewish Vocational Service is offering a free workshop for individu

als with low-to-moderate incomes called "So You WantTo Start Your 
Own Business" onMay4 (11 a.m. to 12:30p.m.) and May 21 (6 to7:30 
p.m.) Workshops are accessible to individuals with disabilities and 
are held in Boston at 26 West St. on the second floor. Participants learn 
_what it takes to start a business and can apply for microenterprise 
training offered by JVSat low cost or for free. Call Demian Hessat(617) 
451-8147, ext. 148 to register or for more information. 

Barrington Poet Shares New Work 
Poet Forrest Gander will read from his new book Science & 

Steepleflower at the Barrington Public Library on May 4 at 7:30 p.m. 
Gander was born in the Mojave Desert, but grew up in Virginia. A 
member of The National Geology Society since 1978, he has degrees 
in geology and literature. The winner of a 1997 Whiting Writers 
A ward and two Gertrude Stein A wards for Innovative North Ameri
can Poetry, he co-edits the literary book press Lost Roads Publishers 
with poet CD Wright. They live with their son Brecht in Barrington. 

This program is free and open to all. For more information, call 
247-1920. 

Walk For Life 
"AIDS- It Ain' t Over Yet" - that is the message that AIDS 

Project Rhode Island is using to promote their 11th annual Walk for 
Life to be held on June 7. 

An estimated 6,000 to 8,000 Rhode Islanders are currently living 
with HIV and AIDS. 

The countdown to Walk Day will s tart on April 27 at a special 
Walk Kick-Off Party at the Roger Williams Park Casino from 6 to 
8 p.m. Karen Adams of WPRI-12 will host the reception that will 
help motivate walkers, sponsors, and volunteers. 

The Walk for Life is the single largest AIDS-related event in 
southeastern New England with more than 5,000 participants 
raising more than $255,000 in 1997 alone. Kicking off from India 
Point in Providence at 9:30 a.m., walkers follow a (6.2 mile) block 
party route through Providence's East Side and downtown area. 

For more information on forming a Walk Team or the Walk for 
Life in general, call 831-5595. 

Jom mousands Subscribe to the 
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Calendar: April 23 thru May 3 
23 "Kindertransport" at NewGate Theatre, Providence (134 Mathewson St.), now through 

May 16. Call for tickets, 421-9680. 
24 Community Players present "Mame," directed by Larry Reedy. Based on novel Auntie 

Mame by Patrick Dennis, April 24 to 26, May 1 to3 at Jenks Junior High, Pawtucket. Call for 
tickets 726-6860. 
Experts discuss translation in literature at Brown Universi ty Bookstore with Blossom 
Kirshenbaum, Jennifer Gage and others, 5:30 p .m., Providence. 
Temple Sinai Seniors Meeting, 11:30 a.m. Dessert and refreshments available. Call 942-
7796. 

25 Carnevale di Venezia at Providence Athenaeum, 6 to 10 p .m., Benefit Street will be 
transformed into Piazza San Marco. Enjoy music, fi ne foods, an auction and more. Call to 
reserve tickets, 421-6972. 

26 Conservation Day at Roger Williams Park Zoo Earth Day celebration, Providence. Call 785-
3510. 
Man-of-the-Year Breakfast at Temple Israel, Sharon, Mass., in honor of Jay Schwab, 9:30 
a.m. Call (617) 784-4516. 
United Brothers Synagogue, Bristol, annual Dora Levi ten rummage sale, 9 a.m. to 4 p .m. 
Call 253-7042. 
Israel's 50th Jubilee Celebration on Boston Common, including concerts, fi lms, work
shops, foods and more. Call (617) 558-6505. 
JCCRI honors Sara DeCosta at opening of Statewide Maccabi Youth Games at Cranston 
West High School. Call 861-8800. 

27 Rosh Chodesh, first day of Hebrew month Iyar. Perspectives Young Jewish adult women 
are invited to a special gathering. For more information, 864-9354. 

28 Hadassah of Kent County annual whist party, 7 p .m. at Villa Del Rio club house, Warwick. 
Norman Kaufman will lead the games. Door prizes; raffles and refreshments will be 
available. Donations benefit You th Aliyah. Open to public. Members are encou raged to 
bring friends. Call 946-5225. 

29 College Planning Workshop atCranstonPublic Library, 7p.m. Peter Musso,counselor, will 
present a workshop on college selection and fi nancial aid . Advanced registration is 
necessary. Call 781-2450. 

30 Israel's 50th Celebration & Street Fair. Local artists and shop owners as well as live 
entertainment, informational booths and a food court join together on Brown Street, 
Providence. Call 863-2805 for information. 
Chavurah (young adult members of Temple Ema nu-El) cook up·a storm to prepare for an 
educational weekend, 6:30 p .m. at Temple Emanu-El, Providence. Call 273-0997. 
Newport Religious Heritage Week - Lectures, dinners, concerts and tours citywide. Call 
845-9123. 

May 
1 Philatelic Show '98, May 1 to 3 at Holiday Inn at Boxborough Woods, Mass. Students are 

also invited to enjoy "Philately As A Teaching Tool," exhibits, computer displays about 
stamp collecting and its lessons. 
"A Dog in Hollywood! A Night in the Ukraine!" by Academy Players on May 1 to 3, 8 to 
17 at Swift Gym, East Greenwich. Call for tickets, 885-6910. 

2 Rhode Island School of Design alumni art sale 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. a t Metcalf Refectory, 
Providence. Call 454-6620 for information. 

3 Three Cantors in Concert with R.I. Philharmonic Orchestra, Veterans' Memorial Audito
rium. Call for tickets, 272-4VMA. 
B'nai B'rith Youth Organization New England Region Yard Sale, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.at81 Speen 
St., Natick, Mass. For information or vendor space, call (617) 969-8455. All proceeds support 
B'nai B' ri th Youth Organization. 
Kayak Demo Day, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Test paddle dozens of sea and whitewater kayaks, N. 
Kingstown Beach, Wickford. Call 295-4400. . . . . 
R.I. Heritage Hall of Fame dinner and inductionceremomes, noon. Spotlights contn butions 
of those whose efforts added significantly to R.I. heri tageat R.I. Convention Center. Call 222-
2669. 
Ronald McDonald House Walk-A-Thon through historic east side of Providence, 9 a.m. 
Refreshments and snacks will be provided . Call to preregister, 274-4447. 

J&W Equine Center Hosts Spring Festival 
Johnson & Wales University will host its first annual Spring Fest on April 25, a t the J&W Equine 

Center in Rehoboth, Mass. The event will be held from 11 a.m. until 4 p .m. 
The day of family-oriented activities includes a craft fair, food and refre~hments, pony r!des, riding 

demonstrations by students in the equine studies program, a silent auction, plant sale, ice-carving 
demonstrations, and live entertainment. 

Some 25 craftspeople will beon hand to sell hand-mad e baskets, w reaths, decorati~e angels, sh.aker 
boxes, pottery, American Girl doll clothing, silk and dried flower arrangements, fabnc wall hangings, 
rugs and Beanie Baby accessories. . . 

Tickets will be available at the gate and are $5 per adult, $10 for a family of four, and $3 for 
individual students and senior citizens. Proceeds will benefit the university's Dr. Leah Powers
McGarr Memorial Scholarship Fund, which was established in 1997 to honor the memory of one of 
Johnson & Wale's professors. 
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Shadows of a Forgotten 
Genocide on Display 
by Emily Torgan-Shalansky 

Jewish Community Reporter 
At the opening of "The Ar

menians: Shadows of a Forgot
ten Genocide," guest speaker 
Manoog Michael Kaprielian 
said that 20th-century horrors 
have left Jews and Armenians 
with a common responsibility. 

"We are the surviving gen
erations of the Armenian Geno
cide and theShoah," Kaprielian 
said to an audience of 200 at the 
Jewish Community Center of 
Rhode Island on April 20. "We 
must issue warnings about re
visionism and denial." 

The exhibit, produced by the 
Armenian Library & Museum 
of America in Watertown, Mass., 
and hosted by Gallery 401 at the 
JCC, seemed to echo that mes
sage. 

"The Armenians: Shadows 
of a Forgotten Genocide," con
tains artifacts from 3,000 years 
of Armenian life superimposed 
against horrifying images of the 
genocidal murders perpetrated 
against it by the Turkish gov
ernment between 1915 and 1922. 

These depictions of mass 
slaughter include 10 photo
graphs that were barred from 
the Ellis Island Immigration 
Museum, which deemed them 
too graphic to disp lay in a con
troversial 1997 decision. 

Within the context of "The 
Armenians: Shadows of a For-

' gotten Genocide," poignant re
minders Qf Armenia's culture 
and people make these and other 
images of the genocide even 
more terrible. 

As the exhibi t opened, Ar
menian music played as maps 
and cases filled with personal 
effects such as ancient pottery 
shards, a model house, colorful 
ethnic costumes, and intricately 
crocheted doilies told of the 
peaceful, day-to-day life of the 
Christian civilization. 

But against the walls, text 
panels simultaneously told the 
under-reported story of how in 
1914, Turkey had entered World 
War I on the German side. 

In 1915, when the Allied army 
was engaged on two fronts, 
therewaslittletostop the Turks 
from ferociously attacking the 
Armenians: 

"To understand, you have to 
be aware of Islamic attitudes 
towards non-Moslems," ex
plained Gregory R. Chopoorian, 
a trustee of the Armenian Li
brary. "It's similar to the Holo-

caust situation - centuries of 
bigotryculminatedinanoppor
tunity." 

The s laughter nearly de
stroyed an entire nation, for over 
the next seven years, 1.5 million 
people were effectively elimi
nated from their homeland, 
along with their maps, history, 
schools, and cultural monu
ments. 

In the beginning, during the 
night of April 23-24, 1915, Ar
menian political, religious, edu
cational and intellectual leaders 
in Istanbul were arrested, de
ported, and mercilessly ex
ecuted. 

Next, Armenians living in 
Turkey and serving in its army 
were put to death. 

Then, village by village, in ac
cordance with a precise plan, all 
Armenian men were taken away 
and killed outright under the di
rection of Turkish government 
agents, often by nomadic bands 
prepared for the operation. 

Women,childrenand the eld
erly were driven for months over 
the mountains and deserts of 
the region. Repeatedly abused 
and deprived of food and wa
ter, they died by the thousands. 

Some 400,000 of those who 
survived were later murdered 
in concentration camps in Syria 
a nd Mesopotamia. 

Although their collective fa te 
has been tragically under-re
ported, the exhibition captures 
,their deaths. 

Pictures show columns of 
Armenian men marching to
wards mass execution under 
Turkish guard.; a mother and 
her emaciated children lying 
unburied after fa lling on a death 
march; the glazed eyes of a 
young couple peering up from 
the gallows and more. 

Despite bearing witness to the 
assistance of U.S. Ambassaor to 
Turkey Henry Morgenthau and 
their countrymen living abroad, 
the exhibit emphasizes the 
world' sindifference to Armenia's 
plight. 

One telling installation shows 
the ramifications of this attitude, 
for a portrait of Adolph Hi tier in 
full Nazi uniform hangs on one 
wall. 

His words of 1939 are in
scribed underneath his picture. 

"Who today remembers the 
extermination of the Arme
nians?" he asked . 

The exhibit will remain on 
display through May 13. 
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JEWISH COMMUNITY 
Beth-El Women's Seder Speaks 

of Another Part of Passover 
by Emily Torgan-Shalansky 

Jewish Community Reporter 
On April 16, the 200 women 

gathered for the third annual 
Women's Seder at Temple Beth
El encountered a perplexing item 
on their seder plates - an or
angeadorned theverysameplat
ters that bore the karpas, 
charoset, egg, and shankbone. 

Cantor Ida Rae Cahana, the 
seder leader who had co-edited 
the special haggadah with 
Deborah A. Waldman, soon en
countered a passage that ex
plained the unlikely fruit. 

"Twenty-five years ago, Pro
fessor Susannah Heschel, the 
daughter of the renowned Jew
ish scholar Abraham Joshua 
Heschel, was speaking at a syna
gogue on the controversial sub
ject of Jewish women as leaders 
and rabbis," Cahana read. "A 
man jumped up and shouted that 
a woman belonged on the bima 
as much as an orange belonged 
on a seder plate. Professor 
Heschel gently responded, 
'Women bring to the seder plate 
what an orange would bring to 
the seder plate: transformation, 
not transgression." 

Shortly thereafter, at an event 
co-chaired by Gloria Feibish and 
Selma Stanzler, some 200 guests 
shared a Passover meal that 
transformed tradition by cel
ebrating Miriam, Sarah, Rebecca 
and Leah and by focusing on the 
role of the Israelite women in the 
Passover story. 

The service, which featured a 
great deal of music and dance, 
a lso included multi-cultura l 
practices and new innovations. 

At Cahana's urging, giggling 
women adopted the Persian 
practice of flogging each other 
with scallions, recorded their 
"emotional chametz" on small 
pieces of paper which were soon 
gathered and burned, and took 
to their feet to dance as Miriam 
and the other Israelite women 
on the banks of the Red Sea had. 

As demonstrated by the spe
cial haggadah,Jewish women are 
at the very heart of the magid, or 
storytelling. 

Some 200 guests shared 
a Passover meal that 
transformed tradition 

by celebrating and 
focusing on the role of 
the Israelite women in 

the Passover story. 

Interactive reading described 
the roles of the enslaved Israelite 
women, crediting them with 
compassion and strength. 

"When my friends and I saw 
our men suffering, we cooked 
the fish and boiled the water, 
and we brought food and drink 
to our husbands in the [Egyp· 
tian] fields under cover of dark
ness," read Cahana. "We went 
out to comfort them." 

BecauseofJewish female com
mitment to continuity, the num
bers of the Israelites increased, 
read the haggaddah. 

"Pharaoh's fatal mistake was 
that he underestimated us, the 
Hebrew women," proclaimed 
Cahana. "For us, it was always 
clear that we were responsible 
for the future of our people." 

The service told of Jewish 
midwives Shifra and Puah, who 

·refused to murder Jewish babies 
despite Pharoah's orders. 

Next began the story of 
Miriam, who was only 5 years 
old when she forced her father, 
Amram, to remarry his wife 
Yocheved, whom he had di
vorced after hearing Pharaoh's 
decree forbidding Jewish chil
dren. 

"Miriam was persuasive and 
Amram returned to his wife, con
ducting the marriage with joy 
and celebration," read the group. 
"Our husbands then returned to 
us in the same way." 

When Miriam's brother 
Moses was born, read the 
haggadah, she convinced 
Pharaoh's daughter, Batya, to 
allow a Jewish wet-nurse for the 
baby, and broug ht his own 
mother, Yocheved. 

"In this way, Yocheved had 
theopportunitytoinstillinMoses 
Jewish values and a love for the 
Jewish people." 

After a sumptuous meal and 
dessert, the celebra tion of 
Miriam continued as Cahana 
raised a special glass to her. 

''Miriam was a prophet, a 
midwife, a rebel, a mediator, a 
musician, a strong and indepen
dent woman and a multifaceted 
leader," Cahana proclaimed. "In
deed, the Exodus would not have 
happened without her." 

Best wishes to the Jewish community 

celebrating Israel's 50th 
Yearefindependenc~ 

and thank you for your eforts to enrich our community 
by preservingyour historical, cultural and religious traditions 

for the present and for generations to come. 

Vincent A. Cianci, Jr. 
Mayor of Providence 
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OPINION 

Reflections 
After Passover 

by Velvel 'Wally' Spiegler 
We never got to a seder this 

year. My wife came down with 
what we first thought was a flu, 
but a few days later diagnosed 
as pneumonia. This was just a 
few days before Pesach so we 
spenttheweekeatingsickfoods 
and matzot, by ourselves. That, 
of course, didn't stop me from 
preparing for the seder because 
whether we were there or not, 
we still needed to regard our
selves as if we had personally 
gone forth from Egypt. Perhaps 
it was because I knew we 
wouldn't participate those 
nights that I became all the more 
conscientiousaboutdelvinginto 
the Haggadah and its Talmudic 
references. What emerged for 
me were more questions: Can 
wereallyevercomeoutofbond
age? It struck me - to my 
amazement - that maybe we 
can' t and maybe it's OK not to 
be redeemed, at least not all at 
once. And that's why we tell the 
story over and over again, year 
after year so that we might even
tually become liberated. 

As I got past the four ques· 
tions at the seder in my mind, I 
got to the tale of Rabbi Eliezer, 
Rabbi Joshua, Rabbi Elazar ben 
Azariah, Rabbi Akivaand Rabbi 
Tarphon who spoke aH night 
about the Exodus from Egypt 
until a disciple showed up and 
reminded them that it's time to 
say the morning prayers. I guess 
I felt a little like Rabbi Elazar 
ben Azariah who was amazed 
that he finally understood Ben 
Zoma's explanation of why the 
Exodus story needs to be re
called at night as well as by day. 
I, too, realized it's not only at the 
seder table, but it's twice a day, 
every day and on Shabbat, too, 
that we are to recall the Exodus 
from Egypt. The footnote in my 
Artscroll siddur to the phrase "I 
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am the L-rd your G-d, who 
brought you out of the land of 
Egypt to be your G-d" specifi
cally requests that we intensely 
concentrate on these words, as 
we conclude the Sh'ma. This 
work is not just for Pesach, it's 
continual and that's why we 
can' t be redeemed at the seder 
table. 

The more questions arose. 
What actually is bondage? Can 
we be enslaved to beliefs, to 
possessions, to thoughts, to re
lationships? Boy, was my mind 
on fire. Then another insight! 
Aha, the secret of Pesach is in 
the afikomen which represents 
the paschal sacrifice. That's why 
the father tells the wise son the 
laws of Pesach and intention· 
ally explains theafikomen. How 
then would you help yourself 
orsomeone tocomeoutofbond
age? I then came up with these 
notions. First recognize we're 
not free and then identify wha t 
part of us needs to be redeemed. 
We need to also become respon
sible for what's not working in 
our lives which means that we 
need to stop blaming others or 
outside events for our predica· 
ment. Next we need to sacrifice 
our enslavement; that's where 
the Afikomen or paschal sacri
fice comes in. To sacrifice means 
to give something up. Could this 
be the deeper meaning of 
tsedakah (righteous giving); I 
wondered? If I could learn the 
feeling of giving up prized pos
sessions - and in biblical days 
livestock was certainly a valued 
commodity-then I could learn 
to give up core beliefs that keeps 
me in bondage. 

Finally, I remembered the line 
from the Haggadah "and the 
L-rd brought us out of Egypt, 
no t through an angel, not 
through a seraph, and not 

(Continued on Page 15) 
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Notice: The opinions presented on this 
page do not necessarily represent the 
opinions of this establishment. 

Honoring The Fallen, Building The Future 
by Marlene E. Post 

Hadassah 
At all times in Jewish life, we 

are asked to remember that 
which came before and that 
which is still to come, keeping 
us conscious in every moment 
of our connection to history -
and to each other: 

Just as we break a glass dur
ing our wedding ceremony to 
remember the Second Temple, 
as we celebrate this Yorn 
Ha' Azmaut - the historic 50th 
anniversary of Israel's rebirth 
- we must remember those 
who sacrificed their lives before 
us. 

Though Israel was created as 
a safe haven for the Jewish 
people, the struggle for its de
fense has claimed the lives of 
thousandsofJews. ln the Warof 
Independence alone, 6,373 Jews 
died, including many new im
migrants and foreign volun
teers. 

As American citizens, it is 
difficult to imagine the huge 
number of Israeli families that 
have been affected by the loss of 
a father, a son, a brother, a friend 
or loved one. In the cemeteries, 
rows of graves- age 20, age 18, 
age 22, one after another - also 
remind us of how young many 
of the casualties were. And be
fore them, a generation of fa. 
thers and grandfathers as well 
were no strangers to war, many 
of whom suffered - or died -
as a result of the Holocaust, po· 
grorns, hatred and violence. 

Andsoitisnocoincidencethat 
the Jewish calendar marks Yorn 
HaZikaron, Veterans Remem
brance Day, on the days preced
ing Israeli Independence Day. 

More than reflecting, we must 
honor those who gave their lives 
and commemorate the sacrifices 

and_ tragedies that led up to the 
creation of the modern state. By 
acting quickly and practically, 
we can help safeguard this gen· 
era tion of Israelis as they face 
compulsory military service. 
Perhaps we can help them be 
the last generation to face this 
difficult responsibility. 

Our debt to them, to the past 
and to the future is to create an 
Israel that further protects the 
sanctity and quality of each life. 
Judaism and Zionism demand 
no less from us. 

Those Israelis that have sur· 
vived violence, and may have 
become physically or emotion
a lly challenged in its course, 
deserve full respect and recog· 
nition. We can facilitate this by 
raising public awareness, by 
supporting groups that fund 
renovation projects to make 
public spaces accessible, and by 
encouraging our Israeli friends 
and relatives to lobby their leg· 
islators to oversee this mandate. 

For the Israeli fami lies whose 
loved ones are still missing in 
action, wemustensure that their 
suffering is not forgotten. Until 
the fa te of the missing is uncov
ered, this human rights story 
must be kept on the front burner 
in American foreign policy by 
urging the United Nations and 
the White House to pressure 
Iran,Syriaand Lebanon to come 
forward with information. 

And on the international 
front, our government and 
democratic nations worldwide, 
can help ensure Israel's secu
rity by encouraging and en
abling other Middle Eastern 
nations to teach diversity in 
their schools, while fighting 
regimes that preach hatred and 
intolerance. 

For thousands of years, the 
Jews dreamed of returning to 
Zion. And after the advent of 
political Zionism, people spoke 
of the "question of Israel." To
day Israel is no longer a dream 
nor a question. As a fully estab
lished nation, the only questions 
we have to ask now are how 
secure it will be and how the 
next generations will live. 

We carinot wait for the 
bridges to peace and safety to be 
built by politicians. As every 
action, at home and in public, 
makes a difference, we must 
ensure that every day, in every 
act, our message is for human
ity, for peace, for security - all 
together. 

Those before us sacrificed 
and toiled so that Jews every
where would have a homeland. 
When the State of Israel was 
finally established 50 years ago, 
it was not the conclusion of a 
project. Rather, the mission of 
Zionism continues to live on 
every day in each one of us, in 
every word, in every deed. 

HAVE AN OPINION? 

If you have an opinion about something in the Jewish 
community, why not express your opinion in the Herald? 

Send your. letter to: Rhode Island Jewish Herald 
P.O. Box 6063, Providence, RI 02940 

Mourning and Meaning 
by Terry A. Bookman 

We read in this week's Torah 
portion about the d eath of 
Aaron's two eldest sons, Nadab 
and Abihu. They offered to 
G-d, "alien fire, which G-d had 
not enjoined upon them ... " and 
were themselves consumed by 
fire that "came forth from 
G-d." (Leviticus 10: 1- 2) Moses 
justifies G-d's actions, while 
Aaron, the spokesperson, re
mains silent. We do not know 
what this silence means. 
Was he unable to grieve? 
Was he trying to "be a 
man" and not show any 
emotion? Or was he in 
such a state of shock and 
denial that he could not 
find his voice? The Torah 
does not tell us. 

Moses instructs the younger 
sons of Aaron to take their 
brothers' places, and they im
mediately begin to carry out 
the duties of the priesthood. 
Business as usual resumes. To
ward the end of chapter 10, 
however, a mistake is made. 
Because the brothers do not 
partake of the sin offering, 
which is their due, Moses re
bukes them, and, by extension, 
their fa ther, Aaron. It is only 
then that Aaron finds his voice. 
He tells his brother that he sim
ply cannot carry on his · work, 
showing joy at this time of loss. 
Moses, the text tells us, is 

pleased. Why? Most ofour sages 
say it is because Aaron corrected 
his brother on a complicated le
gal matter. But I think not. We 
live in a time of death denial. 
We wouldlikedeath(and again, 
physical decay, and suffering) 
to just go away. How many 
times have I met with a family 
after the loss of a significant 
other and asked how mom/ dad 
was doing only to be told, "She/ 
he is fine. The doctor gave her / 
him something so she/he would 
not be so upset." 

Death is upsetting, bringing 
loved ones pain and a sense of 
loss no matter at what age the 
deceased died. It tells us we must 
do without. It changes the dy· 
namics of our family network. It 
stops us in our tracks. Can we 
spare a week for one who loved 
us our whole lives? Can we alter 
our Ii ves a Ii ttle for 30 days to 
demonstrate that we are mourn· 
ers, fragile and not fully our
selves? Can we wear a torn black 
ribbon to remind ourselves and 
those around us that we are 
wounded, even scarred, by our 
loss? Or do we keep it all in, put 
on a happy face, and get back to 
workasifnothinghashappened? 

Ofallourcommentators,only 
Rabbi Samuel ben Meir (the 
Rashbam, c. 1085-1158, France) 
attributed Aaron's failure to 
carry out the sin-offering sacri
fice to his internal emotional 
makeup. He has Aaron saying 
to Moses, "Would it be pleasing 
in the sight of G-d for me to 
partake of the offering in joy 
while my heart is full of grief 
and sorrow?" The Rashbam has 
Aaron owning up to the emo

tions that he was prohib
ited from making public. 
Perhaps this is why Aaron 
is called a man of peace. 
In Hebrew, the word for 
peace comes from the root~ 
shalem, which means "to 
be whole." Aaron is a 

whole man because he is able to 
express his grief and sorrow. 
Judaism has provided us with a 
profound system for helping us 
deal with death and loss. It is a 
psychologically sound and 
spiritually nourishing system. 
It helps us cope with death 
openly and honestly, not mak
ing more or less of death than 
what it is. Our lives are mea
sured not only by how we live 
them but how we mourn for 
those who were once a part of 
our world. 

Terry A. Bookman is the senior 
rabbi of Temple Beth Am in 
Miami, Fla . 
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They always name Yitzhak 
Perlman on the lis ts of most fa
mous and outstanding Jews
for his artistic brilliance, for his 
menschlichkeit,and for his sheer 
energy in overcoming physical 
obstacles and inspiring every
one with his cheerful courage. 

Mr. Perlman came to town 
for the Israel Jubilee Music Fes
tival and played Mozart, 
Beethoven, Bolcom, and a de
lightful and whimsical group of 
encores for a warm and respon
sive audience at the Veterans 
Memorial Auditorium. As presi
dent of the Jewish Federation of 
Rhode Is land, sponsors of the 
gala event, Edward Feldstein in
troduced the program, giving 
credit to chair Myrna Rosen, 
who a lso thanked those who 
worked to create the presenta
tion. "I only asked, they did," 
she said graciously. It all began 
with a luncheon, at which Can-

tor Lieberman had urged an 
emphasis on music, and there
fore on its maes tro, Yitzhak 
Perlman. The cantor briefly and 
brightly said some spirited 
words, and then Perlman and 
pianist Samuel Sanders crossed 
the s tage. 

It is oddly moving, stirring, 
to watch this great man limp 
over the boards until he settles 
into his chair. It's rather like 
watching FDR prepa-re to s tand 
atthepodiumand make a major 
speech. There's almost a poetry 
about the contrast between the 
effort of getting there, and then 
the effortless ease, grace, charm, 
and magic with which he plays 

Proud of 
Perlman in 
Providence 

by M ike Fink 
Herald Contributing Reporter 

the regal music of his repertoire. 
Not for him the quick bows and 
swift ex.i ts, but rather the ex
quis ite twis ts and turns of 
melody and harmony. 

At intermission a college s tu
dent, who is not Jewish, major
ing in English, came to greet me 
in my balcony seat. "He's my 
hero. He is so fine, so superb, I 
had to come and listen to him 
and look a t him." I saw around 
me and turned to smile and 
shake hands with many people 
of my acquaintance-the 
Suraskis, mother and son, the 
Fijmanns, long time school
teacher Anne McDonald, and a 
host of other excellent folk who 
support the arts of g lory. Each 
person hears a different tone and 
note in the playing of Perlman. 
Born in Israel in 1945, this artist 
rose like a phoenix, like his na
tive soil, from the hardship of 
his handicap and dazzled the 

world with the flame of 
his talent, his genius, but 
he wears his honors 
lightly. 

Res ponding to the 
bravos and encores, he 
followed the prin ted 
"menu" with a more in
timate choice of pieces, 
including the score for 
"Schindler's List," which 
gave a spiritua l footnote 
to the evening. 

On a personal note, 
we dined pre-theater in 
kosher for Pesach splen
dor at the Lower East 
Side, a so mew hat surrea 1 
experience, with a group 
of tables and chairs set 
up in the center and 
Rabbi Levine moving 
among them like a fes
tive hos t. And after sup
per and the concert, my 
wife, a maven of music 

and particularly the violin, stud
ied the poster that shows 
Perlman holding a fiddle over 
his face. "But look at his big 
hands, his long nails ! They need 
cutting!" she said withaffection
ate concern. I thought of the 
message in his very name. 
"Yitzhak" means "laughter," a 
merry heart despite his close 
calls. _And_ to finish with a pun, 
this man makes a pearl every 
time he draws his bow over his 
strings and leaves you both 
dazzled and delighted. Con
gratulations to the Jewish Fed
eration for bringing such beauty 
to us and turning its lights upon 
the beauty of our holy land. 

JACK M. MINKIN dba/Tile-Set 

CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION AND REPAIRS 
Cleaning, Regrouting, Sealing - Leaks Fixed 

ALL AROUN D HANDYMAN 
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All High Quality Guaranteed Work 

"A TROUBLESHOOTER WITH IDEAS" 
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The Gold Of Gould 
by Mike Fin k 

H erald Contributing Reporter 
"No, no, I can't make small 

talk and work the crowd at sup
p er before a lec ture," sai d 
Stephen Jay Gould as he made 
his entrance up the fancy 
stairway of the R.I.S.D. 
Wateman Building. We 
had to usher the visiting 
Harvard professor of pa
leonto logy into an inner 
sanctum behind the Na
ture Lab and bring him a 
small repast. I served him 
as shepherd, valet-but
ler, and quiet host, and 
even thought to carry a 
box of matzah as a ges
ture of secret solidarity. 
I have to report that he 
did accept and partake 
of the unleavened bread 
with his asparagus and 
other dainties. I helped 
him put on his necktie. "I 
wi ll always have to fix a 
tie for my son," he told 
me. Between phone calls, faxes 
and sortings of s lides, he gave 
me some personal time among 
the private hours before he rose 
to the pulpit of the First Baptist 
Church to deliver his speech on 
Art and Science. "I have a son. 
He is autistic. I admired Dustin 
Hoffman's performance in 'Rain 
Man,' but my boy is more pro
found ly autistic than his char
acter." I thought of the tragic 
irony tha t this small, lively, bril
liant, boyishly round person 
should have as his offspring 
someone incapable of carrying 
on the tradition of exploring 
things freely and openly with
out a fixed pattern. 

Does that sound obscure? 
Well, Gould's special skill, his 
prizewinning "This View of 
Life" column for Natural History 
and Discover, concerns the sci
entific method, which rejects 

easy theories and looks first at 
facts. The approach requires 
vigilance and resistance. 

I tried to balancechipperchit
chat with a zone of stillness so 
he could gather his thoughts, 
and his papers from the bat
tered briefcase. We both seemed 
comfortable talking about Jew
is h s ubjects . " I come . from 
Queens. We were leftish Jews, 
not religious, but s till part of the 
group. It is odd to speak in a 
Protestant church. I knew what 
Catholics were, immigrants like 
my grandparents, but the real 
yankees seemed s trange and 
exotic to me. The one time I gave 
a conference in Israel, I was sur-

prised at how much I felt at 
home. I could wave my hands 
and speak freely." 

He does open up before a 
large audience, holding forth 
with great zest and humor. He 

told three stories, the first 
qne about pink flamingos. 
Are they roseate to match 
the salmon hues of the ho
rizon? No, the temptation 
to reduce all shape and 
color to camouflage must 
be resisted by the true ex
plorer in science. He made 
fun of the obsessive evolu
tionists. The second tale 
regarded Edgar Allan Poe, 
who once published a pla
giarized (from the French) 
text on mollusks. "But a t 
leas t he knew something, 
taught something, mixing 
the straight and the 
crooked." And finally, he 
brought up a fascinating 
footnote on da Vinci. This 
renaissance artist-scientist 

sought to explain fossil clams 
on the rooftop of mountains. 
How did the shell shapes get up 
there? He hoped they proved 
that water flows from earth the 
way blood and o ther bodily flu
ids rise and fa ll within our hu
man selves. Leonardo could go 
no farther than the theories and 
philosophies of his day could 
perrni t. He countered the Noah's 
a rk theory, but fe ll for a false 
harmony. 

So, science, like art, must for
ever seek, restlessly undercut
ting what is facile. Jt was quite a 
performance, almost wi ldly 
freewheeling, indicating a mind 

(Continued on Page 15) 

Happy 50th Birthday 
From the Vaad of R.I. 

The following Establishments are Currently Under 
Supervision of the Vaad H aKashruth of Rhode Island 

CATERERS: 
I) SIMPLY SCRUMPTIOUS ,CATERING by Nita Pliskin at 725-3886. Mehadrin, strictly glatt. Proprietor is 

shomeret shabbat. Rabbi Peretz Gold, Mashgiach. 
2) IZZY'S KOSHER CATERING by Izzy & Sena Yamuder at 738-5454. All cooking takes place only with 

Mashgiach present. Glatt use only kelim available upon request. Holly Silverman, Mashgicha. 

3) JEFF'S KOSHER KITCHEN by Jeff Ingber at 273-02 I 0. All cooking takes place only with Mashigiach 
present. Rabbi Ephraim Berlinsky, Mashgiach. 

All Vaad of Rhode Island caterers supply special request meats with advance arrangement, so long as they meet 
our Kashrut standards. All "drop-off' orders should be wrapped and sealed/accompanied by a letter of authoriza
tion that the food was prepared under the supervision of the Vaad of Rhode Island. At present, we accept the 
following heksharim: "0-U," "Kof-K," "star-K,'' "0-K,'' "0 -V", "C-R-C," and the "K-V-H." Some exceptional 
products bearing other Heksharim may be used, but only with advance permission from the Rav Hamakshir. 

ALSO UNDER THE VAAD OF RHODE ISLAND: 
THE LOWER EAST SIDE (453-6500) deli 774 Hope St., Providence. Facility's kitchen is strictly non-dairy and 
glatt meat only. Mashgiach Tamidi controls access to all products. Judith Goldin, Mashgicha. 

MARTY WEISSMAN'S BUTCHER SHOP (467-8903) Butcher shop only; not "Deli Counter" meats or hot 
dogs. Rabbi Ephraim Berlinsky, Mashgiach. 

WHOLESALERS: 
(Larry Abrams, Mashgiach all Wholesalers) 
Autocrat Coffee and Syrups Pareve. 333-3300 
Nature's Best Dairy (Includes Juices) 946-1122 
Blossom Trails Orchard (949-0100) is an apple processing facility in Smithfield. They produce chopped/sliced 
apples for restaurants, caterers and bakeries. Pareve. 
Imperial Packaging (769-6580) is a food packaging materials mfg. 
Simply Scrumptious Catering, Izzy's Kosher Catering Glatt use only kelim, and the kitchen oft he Lower East Side 
adhere to special kashrut restrictions in terms of heksherim accepted and other regulations. For details. please 
contact the Vaad of RI office ( 40 I) 621-9393 or fax ( 40 I) 33 1-9393. 
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JEWISH COMMUNITY 

Congregation Agudas 
Achim Celebrates 
30th Anniversary 

CongregationAgudasAchim 
in Attleboro dedicated its 
present synagogue on June 16, 
1968. In honor of this achieve
ment, Agudas Achim will cel
ebrate the 30th anniversary of 
the dedication withShabbatser
vices, a dance and a rededicat
ion ceremony, May 1 through 
May 3. 

The rededication weekend 
will begin May 1, with Shabbat 
services at 7:30 p.m. The guest 
speaker will be Rabbi Barbara 
Penzner. Rabbi Penzner will 
speak about "Changes in The 
Jewish Community Over The 
Past30Years." Shabbatservices, 
led by Rabbi Gail Diamond, will 
also be held May 2 at 9:30 a.m. 
Rabbi Diamond's sermon topic 
will be "Congregation Agudas 
Achim, Our Past and Our Fu
ture." 

The celebration continues 
May 2 at 8:30 p.m. with a dance 
in the synagogue's social hall 
with DJ Jeff Parham. Catered 
hors d' oeuvres and dessert will 
be served, and the Agudas 
Achim Players will present "The 
Marriage of Zelda and Bernie!" 
Tickets for the evening are $45 
per couple. 

The rededication weekend 
will conclude with a rededicat
ion ceremony on May 3 at noon. 
Mayor Judith Robbins will be 
the guest speaker, and a tree 
planting ceremony will take 
place in honor of the occasion. 

Many congregants who were 
present to witness the planning 
and realization of the synagogue 

building remember then-presi
dent Irving Miller as the driving 
force, providing guidance, lead
ership and inspiration to his fel
low congregants before, during 
and upon completion of the 
synagogue 30 years ago. The 
land of the building was gener
ously donated by longtime con
gregation members, the Harry 
London family. On Feb. 5, 1967, 
ground-breaking ceremonies 
took place with an estimated 
200, including dignitaries from 
the town a nd state. Seventeen 
months later (June 1968) the 
synagogue, designed by the ar
chitectural firm of America 
Mallozzi and modeled after an 
ancient Israelite tent, was com
plete and ready to receive the 
57-year-old congregation. 

Thirty years later, Congrega
tion Agudas Achim, now 87 
years old, sti ll echoes the words 
of past president Irving Miller: 

"Weare building not only for 
ourselves but for future genera
tions as well. We hope, too, that 
they will find great peace and 
tranquillity in this building that 
houses.our great heri tageas they 
worship with their families and 
friends ... With a united effort 
we will enhance our past and 
open the door to a brighter fu-
ture." , 

Rededication weekend 
events are open to the public. 
Congregation Agudas Ac him is 
located at 901 N. Main St., 
Attleboro, Mass., exit 5 off Route 
95. For further information, call 
the synagogue at(508) 222-2243. 

Judith Black Entertains . 
at Temple Am David 

The weekend of May 2 will 
be a memorable one for Temple 
Am David in Warwick. Judith 
Black, one of the country's fore
most storytellers, will be spend
ing the weekend at the temple, 
entertaining adults on May 2 
and the children of the religious 
school on May 3. 

The May 2 event will include 
a delicatessen dinner-Seudah 
Shelishit, which will follow the 
traditional Shabbat Minha ser
vice at 7 p .m. Then Black will 
perform "Adult Children of 
... Parents!" 

Black holds a degree in edu
cation from Wheelock College 
and has studied theater at the 
Royal Academy of Dramatic 
Arts. She has received awards 
and grants from the U.S. De
partmentof the Interior, Parent's 
Choice Magazine , Storyteller 
World Magazine, National Pub
lic Radio and others. This year 
she studied, along with her 13-
year-old son, Solomon, to be
come ·a bat mitzvah. 

The cost for the May 2 event 
is $20. Call 463-7944 for reserva

. tions by April 28. 

Tired Legs? We Can Help!!! 

25% Off 
JOBST Support Hosiery 
#1 Brand Recommended By Doctors. 

Styles for both MEN and WOMEN. 
Torbot Group Inc., 1185 Jefferson Blvd ., 

Warwick, RI (401) 739-2241 
0ffer valid with this ad thru April 1998 

Robby Kahn 
AZA Sponsors 
Toiletry Drive 

B'nai B' rith's Robby Kahn 
AZA meets at the Jewish Com
munity Center every Tuesday. 
They will be conducting a toi-· 
letry drive through May 12. 

Soap, toothpaste, toothbrushes, 
shaving cream, and deodorant 
are needed. Donation boxes will 
be set up at the Jewish Commu
nity Center, Temple Ernanu-EI 
and Temple Torat Yisrael. 

Items collected will be donated 
to the Travelers Aid Society. 
Chairmen for the event are 
Jonathan Segal, DaveGreenberg, 
and Jonathan Weinstein. If you 
have any questions about this 
donation drive, contact chapter 
vice president Segal at 727-0511. 

Segal , 15 years old, and 
Greenberg, 14 y.ears old, have 
brought the chapter a long way 
with recruiting more members. 
With the chairman's help, the 
members have increased from 
18 to 31 active members. With 
Segal and Greenberg teaching 
the group diverse skills, Robby 
Kahn AZA will continue to 
grow. The chapter board will 
be calling upon senior Jacob 
Brier and other alumni for help 
to direct the chapter. If you are 
interested in joining BBYO, you 
must be in the seventh grade or 
higher. Contact David Hoch
man for more information at 
467-2296. 

Israeli Consul 
Speaks at 

Temple Beth-El 
In honor of Israel Indepen

dence Day, Eynat Shlein
Michael, consul of Israel to New 
England, will speak at Temple 
Beth-El on April 24 at 7:45 p.m. 
The public is invited . 

Before corning to New En
gland last July, Consul Shlein
Michael served in the Israeli 
Embassy in Amman, Jordan, 
which was opened following the 
signing of the Peace Agreement 
between Jordan and Israel. She 
has served in the Nahal unit of 
the Israel Defense Forces, which 
combines army service with 
agricultural projects. In more re
cent years, she has been a part of 
the Israeli Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs Center for Political Re
search and the Division for Is
rael-Arab Relations. 

Shlein-Michael will speak 
about the current situation in 
Israel as it celebrates its Jubilee 
year on April 30. The peace pro
cess and the situation of Reform 
and Conservative Judaism will 
be among the issues discussed. 

Temple Beth-El is located at 
700rchard Ave., in Providence. 
For more information, call 
331-6070. 

STAFF SHIRTS • T-SHIRTS 
SWEATSHIRTS 

CUSTOM PIIINTED WITH 
YOUR NAME AND/011 

CUSTOM DESIGN 
SPECIALIZING IN 

BAR/BAT MITZVAHS & 
CORPORATE SCREENING 

421-3268 
1158-1164 NORTH MAIN ST. 

PROVIDENCE, RI 02904 

R.I. Holocaust Memorial 
Museum and NewGate Theatre 

Present 'Kindertransport' 
It is 1938. A train filled with 

Jewish children pulls out of -a 
station in Nazi Germany. They 
leave behind their homes, most 
of their belongings, but most 
wrenchingly, their families as 
they begin the first leg of their 
journey to survival. They are 
the beneficiaries of Kinder
transport, a little-known rescue 
operation. 

At NewGate Theatre, 
"Kindertransport," written by 
Diane Samuels, focuses on 7-year
old Eva Schlesinger, who is put 
aboard the train with only two 
gold rings and a Star of David 
hidden in the heel of her shoe to 
link her to the parents she left 
behind. More than four decades 
later, her past and present collide 
as a grown Eva's daughter dis
covers a storage box of papers. 
The truth emerges about Eva's 
identity and the cost of her sur
vival. "Kindertransport" tellsofa 

miracle amid unimaginable hor
ror and probes the complexity of 
emotions in those who must lose 
everything they love to survjve, 
but then must face the horror of 
the past to truly be alive. 

The April 30 performance at 
NewGate Theatre will bea joint 
benefit for the Rhode Island 
Holocaust Memorial Museum 
and NewGate Theatre. Begin
ning at 7 p.m. , the evening will 
conclude with a question and 
answer period with Brown Uni
versity professor Peter Wegner, 
a "Kindertransport" survivor, 
followed by a private reception 
for donors. The theater will also 
display URI student artwork 
interpreting the Holocaust. 

Tickets are $50. The theater is 
located at 134 Mathewson St. in 
Providence. Call Lana Germani 
at NewGate Theatre, 421-9680, 
or order tickets for this special 
performance. 

R.I. Holocaust Memorial Museum 
Hosts Student Awareness Day 

Students and teachers from middle and high schools from ' 
around the state will gather at the Paff Auditorium, University of 
Rhode Island, Providence for the Rhode Island Holocaust Memo
rial Museum's fifth annual Student Awareness Day program, 
"Children's Voices: A Morning of Theater." From 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
on April 30, selections from the play "Kindertransport" will be 
performed by actors from NewGate Theatre; Albert Silverstein, a 
URI psychology professor, will offer comment; URI students will 
participate; and a selection from the play "I Never Say Another 
Butterfly" will be performed by Cranston High School West stu
dents. 

There will be a presentation of awards to the winners of the 
museum's arts and writing contest, "Finding a Voice- Lessons of 
the Holocaust," and the Morris Gastfreund Family Award will be 
given to a high school senior. The Raymond Eichenbaum Memorial 
Grant for Holocaust Education will also be presented. Contact the 
museum's director of education, Beth Cohen, at453-7860 for details. 

Touro Fraternal 
Hosts Open House 

University of Rhode Island 
basketball coach Jim Hanick will 
be guest speaker at a special open 
house meeting of Touro Frater
nal Association on April 29. 

Harrick, who led the Rams to 
their Elite Eight appearance in 
this year's NCAA Tournament 
in his first year as coach, will 
address an audience that un
doubtedly will include a major
ity of URI alumni or parents of 
URI students. 

The meeting will be held at 
the association's headquarters 
(45 Rolfe Square). It is open to 
all Touro members and poten
tial members. Touro Fraternal 
is celebrating its 80th year as 
the largest independent Jewish 
fraternal order in New En
gland. 

Harrick will address the 
group at about 8 p.m., follow
ing its monthly meeting and a 

kosher fried chicken dinner 
which kicks off at6:30 p.m. Cost 
of the dinner is $1. 

The meting is sponsored by 
the association's membership 
committee which is conducting 
an annual membership cam
paign winding down in June. 

"Touro is80yearsold, has600 
members and is well established 
in the community, but there are 
some who really don' t know 
what we're all about," said 
Stevan Labush, a member of the 
board of directors and chairman 
of the membership committee. 
''These open house sessions are 
designed to give potential mem
bersjustaninklingof whatTouro 
stands for, whatitdoesand what 
it provides for its members and 
the community." 

Reservations for the evening 
are required and may be made 
bycallingTouroHallat78S-0066. 

South County 
Hadassah Meeting 

The South County Group of Rhode Island Hadassah will 
hold a general meeting on April 28. The featured speaker will 
be Peter Hellman, who is the authorof Avenue of the Righteous, 
a book dedicated to portraits of the courage of Christians and 
the Jews they saved from Hitler. All are welcome. For further 
information, call Rose Epstein, at 783-4018. 

.. 
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Recollections Of A Hidden Child 
by Tara V. Lisciandro 

Herald Editor 
After speaking about his ex

perience about being a hidden 
child during the Holocaust with 
students from Warwick Veter
ansMemorialHighSchool,Rabbi 
Leo Abrami ofTemple Am David 
wasn't certain of the students' 
responses. 'Theydidn'taskques
tions. They didn't say a word," 
said the rabbi with an elegant 
French accent. But a week later a 
pile ofletters sat upon his desk at 
the temple and the rabbi read 
each one with great attention. 
"It's incredible," he said, "they 
absorbed everything I spoke 
about and some even left ques
tions for me to answer." 

Rabbi Abrami was recently 
installed at Temple Am David 
and has already taken on a num
ber of speaking engagements 
within the Rhode Island com
munity: The rabbi enjoys shar
ing his experiences and knowl
edge 11ot only with hi s 
congregants but with students 
and other organizations as well. 
Originally from France, Rabbi 
Abra mi grew up during the Sec
ond World War and remained 
there until 1953. After the war he 
studied archeology and psycho
analysis. He attended the Jewish 
Seminary in Paris and later re
ceived J;tis master's degree and 
rabbinical ordination from the 
Hebrew College in Cincinnati, 
Ohio. The rabbi is also a scholar 
and licensed practitioner of 
logotherapy. 

Rabbi Abrami 's recollections 
of the war and growing up in 
Vichy France are vivid although 
he was only 8 years of age when 
he was hidden away from the 
Nazi terror. His first memories 
of the war and reminderofbeing 
a Jew came when the Jewish com-

munity of his small town were 
forced to register at city hall. "I 
was barely 8 years old and I re
call my mother filling out this 
form and telling me that it was 
because we were Jewish that we 
had to do so." Later that same 
year the family was forced to 
wear the gold star on their cloth
ing and a new set of strict restric
tions was placed upon them. "My 
mother lost her job and I had to 
give up piano lessons," said 
Rabbi Abrami with anger, "I still 
blame that on Hitler, my lack of 
piano skills, it still upsets me." 
Cinemas and theaters,storesand 
museums and even monuments 
wereofflimitstotheyoungchild 
as well. "I never even saw the 
Eiffel Tower until after the war. I 
was 12 1/ 2 when I finally saw 
it," added Rabbi Abrami. 

With the strict restrictions also 
came famine. The rabbi and his 
brother suffered from malnutri
tion and lackoffood. "My mother 
went into Normandy often," re
called the rabbi, "and she would 
bring things with her and barter 
goods for food ." His mother had 
become a friend of local farming 
families who would return fa
vors to her later on. "My grand
mother Ii ved in Paris and wanted 
to remain there, she wouldn' t 
move to Normandy when they 
offered my mother a place to 
stay," he said, "She also kept 
kosher so we had to carry Ii ve 
chickens to her every few weeks." 
The rabbi escorted his mother 
every so often from France to 
Normandy and helped her carry 
the large packages. They were 
careful to hide their Jewish stars 
and tookgreatrisksduringtheir 
travels. On one occasion the 
young Abrami recalled being 
very tired and not being able to 
carry the heavy packs. "My 

'Unveiling Shadows' 

mother had to think quickly be
cause our train was arriving to 
return to France," he said, "she 
walked over to a German soldier 
who was looking into a store 
window and asked, in German, 
for his help. A young, pretty 
woman with a small child and 
these packages, he couldn' t say 
no." The soldier didn' t think 
twice,althoughAbrami'smother 
knew only a little German and 
spoke it with a Yiddish accent; 
thesoldierdidn'tcatchon. "How-

Rabbi Leo Abrami of 
Temple Am Davi_d 

ever, in front of the train there 
were lines of German and French 
policeand thesoldierdidn' twant 
anything more to do with us," he 
recalled. "So, in a loud voice she 
yelledouttothesoldier, 'Danchea 
shen, mein- sir."' With that -the 
police believed that the soldier 
was a friend of hers and allowed 
themontothe trainwithoutcheck
ing their documents and going so 
far as to assist them with their 
packages. 

In late 1942 Rabbi Abrami's 
mother brought her two young 

The Jewish Genealogical Society of Greater Boston will present "Hidden Children of the Holocaust 
and Revealed Family Stories" on May 17, from 1 to 4:30 p .m. at Temple Reyim, 1860 Washington St., 
Newton, Mass. · 

Professor Ingrid Kisliuk will speak about her new book, Unveiling Shadows, a compelling and 
moving memoir. This is a personal, touching, terrifying account of a young child's flight with her 
family from Vienna, Austria, in 1938, to forced exile. She will also explain how she researched the 
records compiled by Steinberg and Klarsfeld. 

In 1991, Dr. Kisliuk attended the first gathering of 1,600 former hidden children and is now active 
with The Hidden Child Foundation. She is a scholarofFrench Literature and is also fluent in German, 
Spanish, and Dutch. . . . . 

JGSGB President Fred Davis will also report on the efforts of the mternahonal Jewish commuruty 
to pressure the Vatican Church to open records which might reveal instances of Jewish children being 
adopted or baptized during World War II. 

For more information, call (781) 283-8003. 

h @I 
Pure Non-Stop Excitement! 

sons to two different farms in 
Normandy. Previously the chil
dren had been in and out of dif
ferent homes, including the 
Rothschild Orphanage. After the 
war, the rabbi discovered that 
some of the Jewish supported 
homes for children were con
trolled byNazis who would take 
children out in large quantities 
and send them to concentration 
camps. "Papon was one who ar
rested many women and chil
dren," recalled Rabbi Abrarni. 
Luckily, he and his brother were 
carefully watched by their 
mother who always came to their 
rescue. 

"For one yea r and three 
months I stayed at thatfarm," he 
said with precision. "I remem
ber the horses and cows and other 
animals that were there. And 
how do I still remember about 
the animals? Because I slept with 
them in the barn." The rabbi re
mai ned outside the town of 
Evron with Mr.and Mrs. Bardou, 
a family of farmers that became 
good fri end s with Ra bbi 
Abrami's mother. "I couldn' t 
sleep the first night," sa id the 
rabbi , "I waited for the horses to 
fa ll asleep but I didn' t know that 
they slept s tanding up!" The 
young boy assisted with farm 
work and tending to the animals 
and recalled the difficulties of 
li ving without electricity, run
ning wa ter, and hea t. 

His mother reminded him to 
never tell anyone that he was 
Jewish. For one year he went by 
the name of Leon and carried no 
documents. His most dis tinct 
memory of being hidden on the 
farm was Sunday. " It was a real 
treat," he said , 'They made rab
bit in apple cider for dinner, 
which was made with alcohol, 
and letitcook for hours while we 
went into town. We attended 
mass in church then we went to 
the Bistro ... . When we returned 

there was a wonderful rabbit din
ner awaiting us." 

The rabbi also recalled sev
eral times when Germans made 
visits to the farm on their motor
cycles and, "they insisted for food 
and I was always concerned." 
Farmers from the entire country 
were forced to donate food to the 
government but sometimes they 
wanted more. 

Young Rabbi Abrami's 
mother visited her son once a 
month and occasionally shared 
a meal with them. "She told them 
she was a vegetarian and didn't 
eat any of the meat they served," 
he remembered. 

"Then the Allies came and my 
mother came and took us home," 
recalled the rabbi with a smile. 
The grand American tanks rolled 
downthenarrowcitystreetsand 
the rabbi joined the excited 
throngs of people as they arrived. 
"We were admirers of our lib
erators but we couldn' t speak to 
them, we didn'·t know Ameri
can." From a distance the young 
boy spotted an American soldier 
with the s tar of David, "We be
gan to speak in Yiddish and he 
put me on top of the ta!7-k." The 
American soldier fill ed up a box 
with foods and sweets and gave 
it to the boy to take home. One of 
the liberating American Soldiers 
looked for him later, he was a 
distant cousin. "He brought me 
to the theater for the first time." 

For the first time after many 
difficult years the rabbi was al
lowed to see and experience parts 
of his country that he had never 
seen before . 

Eight years later the rabbi left 
his homeland and began to 
travel. After his studies were 
complete, he took pulpits in 
South Africa and California. To
day he shares his experiences 
and knowledge with his new 
friends and congregants in 
Rhode Island. 

Grand Opening 
Celebration Sale 

Share the Excitement 
With Our New 

N eedham, Mass. Customers 

Take 20% off all purchases. 
*Excluding Gifts & Fragrances 

Friday, April 24 & Saturday, April 25 

fine clothing & accessories 

Wayland Square, Providence • 401 -273 -4250 
Garden City, Cranston • 401 -946-3566 
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Newport Hosts Religious Heritage Week 

The fo llowing events will 
take place in Newport from 
April 20 through May 7: 

April 30 

• Family dinner celebration, 
6 p .m., at Emmanuel Episcopal 
Church, Dearborn Street. Join 
the congregation for a tradi
tional "family"·s tyle smorgas· 
bord dinner, including several 
kosher dishes, combined with 
an evening of music in the 
church by the United Voices in 
Praise from the Community 
Baptist Church. Admission is 
$6 for adults, and children 12 
and under $3, and a family for 
$15. This event is sponsored 
through the donations of many 
area restaurants, businesses, the 
Emmanuel Church congrega· 
tion, and the Community Bap· 
tist Church. A portio·n of the 
proceeds from this event will 
benefit the Aquidneck Island 
Soup Kitchen Ministry. Seating 
is limited . 847-4260. 

May 1 

• Religious Forum, "G-d and 
the Marketplace," at 2:30 p.m., 
at the Old Colony House in 
Washington Square. This forum 
is presented by William P. Haas, 
professor of philosophy, reli
gious studies, and business eth· 
ics. Haas will discuss the slave 
trade of colonial times in New
port and Bristol and the tension 
between religious fai th and the 
free market, each demanding 
total acceptance and total belief 
that G-d or the market place 
rewards the worthy and pun· 
ishes the unworthy. 845-9123. 

• Touro Synagogue standard 
traditional service at 7 p .m. A 
traditional Shabbat Service at 7 
p.m., immediately following the 
service will be the Touro Syna
gogue tour at 7:45.p.m. Learn 
about the oldest synagogue in 
the UnitedStates, at85 TouroSt. 
with an in-depth tour by Rabbi 
Mordechai Eskovitz. Light re· 
freshmen ts served following the 
tour. This event is free and open 
to the public, 847-4794. 

ERRANDS UNLIMITED 
Personal Assistance • Shopping 

Delivery Service & More 
724-9963 

WE SELL TIME BECAUSE .. . 
YOUR TIME IS TOO PRECIOUS! 

lime entrepreneurs are bonded. 

HOPE 
TRAVEL 

!!:'p~:, + 
the Big Difference 

-INTEGRITY 
• DEPENDABILITY 
• REPUTATION 
• SAVINGS 

For Business Trips & 
Vacation Travel 

Group Travel Specialists 

Nationwide 1-800-367-0013 

fi1=fc?:t•X•1 
32 Goll Avenue, Pawtucket, R.I. 02860 

May2 

• Children's Festival, 10 a.m. 
at the United BaptistChurch, 30 
Spring St. Come and discover 
the unique religious heritage of 
Aquidneck Island and Rhode 
Island that began more than 350 
years ago. Meet and talk with 
"Roger Williams," founder of 
the state of Rhode Island and 
"Ann Hutchinson," who fled 
Massachusetts seeking religious 
freedom in Rhode Island. This 
lively educational festival offers 
a variety of unique arts and crafts 
projects as well celebrating our 
"Living Heritage." This activity 
is free, and parents are encour· 
aged to roll up their sleeves and 
join in the fun! 847-3210. 

• Religious Heritage Walk
ing Tours, 10 a.m. presented by 
the Newport Historical Society, 
departs from the Museum of 
Newport History at Brick Mar
ket. The tour is $7 per person, 
and for more information, call 
846-0813. Limited to the fi rst 22 
people. 

• Religious Heritage Trolley 
Tours, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Hop 
aboard the Religious Heritage 
Trolley for a free tour of some of 
the many historic houses of wor· 
ship in and around Newport 
County. The tours will depart 
from the Visitor's Information 
Center, 23 America's Cup Ave., 
Newport,at 11 a.m., noon, 1 p.m. 
and 2 p.m. and are limited to the 
first 25 people. (401) 845-9123. 

• Friends Meeting House 
open house, 1 to 3 p .m., pre
sented by the Newport Histori· 
ca l Society. View the oldest 
Quaker Meeting House in the 
United States, at 21 Farewell St. 
in Newport. 846-0813. Contri· 
bution $1. 

• Historical Houses of Wor· 
ship Photography Exhibit, 2 to 4 
p .m. at Seamen's Church Insti
tute, at 18 Market Square. View 
a n array of photographs depict· 
ing the historic houses of wor
ship throughout Newport 
·county. 847-4260 

May3 

• Rhode Island Indepen· 
dence Day Celebration, 9:30a.m. 

Join in thecelebrationatthesteps 
of the Old Colony House. The 
festivities include the reading 
of the Act of Renunciation, and 
a cannon salute by the Artillery 
Company of Newport, with the 
1797 Revere Canon. 

• Religious Heritage Concert, 
7 p.m. at St. Mary's Church, 
Memorial and Spring streets, 
Newport. The weekend activi
ties will conclude with a concert 
by the Renaissance Choir from 
the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology. Free will offering. 

May4 

• Rhode Is la nd lndepen· 
dence Day. Celebrate Rhode ls· 
land Independence Day at one 
of the many houses of worship 
throughout Newport County. 

May 5 

• "Is That Your Pew?" at 7 
p.m., a light-hearted informal 
talk, presented by Anita Rafael, 
local historian and founder of 
NewportOn-FootGuided Walk
ing Tours, at the Lafayette Room 
at the Hotel Viking, 1 Bellevue 
Ave. Freeadmission,and refresh
ments will be served . For more 
information, call 846-5391. 

• Religious Heritage Lecture, 
7 p .m. at the Visitor Informa tion 
Center, 23 America's Cup Ave. 
Hear loca l author, Robert 
Regalbuto, present a lecture on 
"Monastery Bed & Breakfasts: 
An Introduction for Today's 
Traveler," an introduction to 
monastic hospitali ty. Free ad
mission, and light refreshments 
will be served , 847-4813. 

May6 

• "Freedom," 6 p.m., a com
posite of readings at the Red· 
wood Library and Athenaeum, 
50 Bellevue Ave. The Redwood 
Library presents readings from 
the members of the third Thurs· 
day Writers Guild. 

May 7 

National Day of Prayer 

For more in fo rmation on 
Newport County Religious 
Heritage Week, call 845-9117 or 
<www.GoNewport.com>. 

If you have an event you would like featured on our 
Jewish Community Page, 

please send it to the Rhode Island Jewish Herald, 
· P.O. Box 6063, Providence, R.I. 02940 or fax to 726-5820. 

WARNING 
Term 

Money Market 
Money Market 
Money Market 
6.0 Months 
1.0Year 
3.0Years 
5.0Years 

DO NOT BUY ANOTHER CD 
UNTIL YOU GET THE 

TOP FDIC.INSURED BANK RATES 
STOP LOSING MONEY! 

VALID AS OF 4/17/98 

Minimum APY 
Deposit % 
$2,500 5.75 
$25,000 5.85 
$1 00,000 5.88 
$1,000 5.98 
$ 500 6.1 5 
$2,500 6.24 
$2,5oq 6.48 

APY (Annual Percentage Yield): Yield when 
compounded interest is calculated for one year. 

For more info, contact our Answering Service 
at 1-800-476-2304 - 24 hrs/7days 

or write to: CD-Search, Inc. 
P.O. Box 638, Chamberlain, SD 57325 

Note: Rates are subject to change without notice and cannot be guaranteed to be avail
able 100% of the lime. Please verify yields, terms, and other conditions with the bank of 
your choosing before investing. All financlal Institutions are FDIC-Insured up to $100,000. 

Cranston Senior Guild 
The next meeting of the Cran

ston Senior Guild will be held 
on May 6 at 1 p.m. Mary Anne 
Sorrentino will be the guest 
speaker. The election of officers 
and members of the board will 
also take place. Dues for the fol
lowing year are almost in order 
and can be paid in advance at 
the meeting. 

There is still time to sign up 
for the excursion to the Pocmont 
Hotel in the Poconos. The cost 
of the trip is $389 (double occu
pancy) and includes three gour· 
met meals a day, a variety of 
acti vities, entertainment and 
beautiful rooms. Transportation 
will be provided by Conway Bus 
Company. 

Other reminders fo r Cran· 
ston Senior Guild members in
clude: 

Call Mal Ross at 723-8580 for 
your reservation to the installa
tion luncheon where Jeff Pine 
will be present. 

Hy a nd Beverly Jacobson re· 
turn on May 7. Call them for 
your tickets to the "Sound of 
Music" and lunch at the 108 

Mary Ann Sorrentino 

House (739-1265). Prior to this 
date, call Trudy Rotenberg, 738· 
6628. 

Sign up for the picnic, to be 
held at Goddard Park on July 
15. Call 943-3427, 463-9226 or 
942-2589. 

The "Bull Run" outing on 
Aug. 5 will cost $39 p.p. and 
promises to be sold out quickly. 
Call Evelyn Brodsky at467-6179 
to reserve your space. 

Temple Beth-El Sisterhood 
Discusses Judaic Astrology 

Did you know that the 12signs 
of the Zodiac are named after the 
constellationswhichwere named 
after-Jacob's 12 sons? Did you 
knowthatmillionsofpeoplewho 
turn to the stars and planets for 
inspiration and direction are us
ing the Jewish lunar calendar? 
Judaic astrology maintains that 
"mitzvahs" can help deliver us 
from predestined fate. Beverley 
Janus will discuss Judaic astrol
ogy with the Sisterhood ofTemple 
Beth-ElonApril 29at7p.m.inthe 
Silverstein Meeting Hall. 

Janus has lectured worldwide 
and is the founder of the Institute 
of Parapsychological Studies, an 
autonomouseducationalinstitute 
that initially held classes on the 

Glendon Campus, York Univer
sity, in Canada. She was a teach
ing master at Seneca College's 
King Campus and initiated one 
of Canada 's firs t accredited 
courses in parapsychology-the 
study of the outer parameters of 
human psychology. 

This is the Sis terhood o f 
Temple Beth-El's major fund· 
raiser for the year and is dedi
cated to bringing Temple Beth
El's Braude Library into the 21st 
century. An array of desserts will 
preced e the appearance o f 
Beverley Janus. Reservations may 
be made by calling the temple at 
331-6070. Spouses and guests are 
welcome with a minimum dona
tion of $25 per person. 

News From Hadassah 
May Calendar 

May 3 - Hadassah Western New England Spring Conference 
Visions in Progress. National Yiddish Book Center and Hampshire 
College, Amherst, Mass., 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Call 463-3636. 

May 12- South County Group Book Club, Peace Dale Library, 
1 to 3 p.m. Call 783-4018. 

May 17 - Pawtucket Group Spring Brunch. Judy Alpert per· 
forms. 10:30, Temple Emanu-El,.Providence. Call Jan Ziegler, 726-
4535. 

May 20- Annual Sou th County Meeting for paid-up members. 
Call 783-4018. 

May 27 - R.I. Hadassah Chapter annual meeting at Rhode 
Island Jewish Community Center, senior lounge. Speaker is Rabbi 
Leo M. Abrarni of Temple Am David. Installation of new officers, 
annual report. Coffee hour 7 p .m., meeting 8 p .m. Call 463-3636. 

GARBOLINO 
DESIGNER- MANUFACTURER 

WOMEN'S APPAREL 
EXOTIC IMPORTED FABRICS 

"Original Designs" 

Occasion Dressing • Resort Wear 
Designer Career Looks 

Hand-Made in Providence • Boet on 
•s een Nationaffy in Specialty Boutiques • 

327 AtweUe Ave. 

Providence, RI 02903 

(401) 273-2010 
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Memories of BBYO JVS Celebrates 

60th Anniversary As the year d raws to an end, 
I reflect back to four years ago. 
When a freshman in high school, 
I began my experience in B' nai 
B' rith Youth Organiz.ition. As a 
silly, silly freshman as the song 
goes, just an eighth-grader. I }'Vas 
invited to an AZA meeting, what 
a thrill to be out on a school 
night with a group of friends. 
The president called me and told 
me that I was getting a ride. I 
couldn' t wait. · 

The ride was great, there were 
g uys fro m diffe rent hi g h 
schools. The president intro
duced me to the other guys in 
the car. I remember that Dave 
was a n a thlete who wore a 
school letters jacket. The other 
three students belonged to AZA 
for one year. I felt excited , here I 
am just an eighth-grader riding 
with a senior, I was on the trip of 
my life. We arrived just in time 
to open the building. l thought 
that we were the only ones who 
were attending. The lights went 
on and the doors opened, Ii ke a 
herd of ca ttle, shouts of laugh
ter ra ng out in the halls. There 
were so many people, I was 
scared out of my wits. People 
were running through the halls 
cha nting songs tha t did n' t 
mean much to me a t the time. 
However, by the end of the 
night the AZA song was em
bedded in my memory. 

The first year was a blast.That 
silly freshman became a n Al
pha in training. After lea rning 
more about BBYO, I became a 

full-pledged member. The chap
ter worked jointly with a sister 
chapter. I quickly began to ad
mire their ad visor. She had to be 
25 years old. Members of the 
chapter called me to see if I was 
going to the first dance of the 
season. I was a shy guy who 
took two hours to comb his hair 
before going to school. My 
mother pushed me to go to the 
dance. There were more than 
400 in a ttenda nce. Kids from all 
over New England. Many of 
them wore chapter T-shirts. I 
was with my chapter and felt 
p rotected. The p resident intro
d uced me to what seemed like 
1,000 people. 

The years went by and I be
came an offi cer in my chapter. I 
am a senior now and in a couple 
of months it will be time for 
graduation. The time that! spent 
in BBYO was the greatest. The 
fri endships and the relation
shipsaresomething l will never 
forget. My first meeting, the foo t
ball and basketball games, the 
fi rst dance, the five-dayconven
tionsand many new friends. The 
BBYO organization helped me 
develop my leadership skills 
and maintain lasting relation
ships and made me the person 
that l am today. 

Is there life after BBYO? I hope 
so. Thank you for the past four 
years. May you survive unti l 
my chi ldren are old enough to 
be in BBYO. 

Submitted and written by a 
former member of BBYO in RI. 

Jewish Vocational Service of 
Greater Boston celebrates its 
60th anniversary next month, 
but the evening's entertainment 
is still under wraps. The event, 
ca lled "A Night at the Movies," 
features the sneak preview of a 
feature fi lm yet to be released. 

"A Night at the Movies" will 
be held on May 14 and pays 
tribute to JVS past presidents. 
Hors d 'oeuvres will be served 
at Bloomingdales in the Chest: 
nut Hill Mall at 6 p .m., followed 
by the film at8 p.m. at the Chest
nut Hill Genera l Cinema. 

Tickets to the event are $100 
a·nd all proceeds benefit JVS, a 
nonprofit, nonsectarian organi
za tion dedica ted to helping 
Greater Boston residents over
come obstacles to employment. 
Call Pauli Kurtzmanat (617)451-
8147,ext.139, formore informa
tion or lo purchase tickets for 
the event. 

JVS Career 
Moves 

Career Moves at )VS in Bos
ton presents a free workshop, 
"Using the Internet for Your Job 
Search," from 6 to 7 p.m. on May 
4and May21 attheCareerMoves 
Resource Center, 105 Chauncy 
St., 6th floor, Boston. Participants 
learn how to market themselves 
using the internet and how to 
post resumes for free on the Ca
reer Moves Web site <www 
.JVSjobs.org>. 

BBYO Goes Bowling 
Call Leah Abrams at (617) 

451-8147, ext. 118, to register. 
Event is accessible to individu
als wi th disabilities. 

The Rhode Island chapters of 
B'nai B' rith Youth Organiza
tion will be hosting a regional 
event on April 25. The event 
will be held at the Le-
gion Bowl, 661 Park 

' Ave., Cranston. Psy
chedelic Bowling is a 
repea t of a program 
that was held last year 
where more than 100 
members enjoyed bowl-
ing, snacks and fun. Music will 

Children's Concert 
Celebrates 

Israel's 50th 
A children's concert in cel

ebration of Israel's Indepen
dence Day will be presented at 
the Waterplace Park Amphi the
ater on April 30 from noon until 
1 p.m. The concert is free, and 
open to the public. 

The program, sponsored by 
the Jewish Federation of Rhode 
Island, will include a songfest 
linked by tableaux and dramatic 
narration performed by more 
than 400 students from Provi
dence Hebrew Day School and 
The Ruth afld Max Alp erin 
Schechter Day School. Provi
dence Mayor Vincent A. Cianci 
Jr. will bring greetings. 

be played and gifts will be 
ra ffled . The bowling 
event will take place 
from 8:30 to 11 p .m. 

The event is open to 
all members of BBYO. 
Anyone wishing to at
tend this event who is 
interes ted in joi ning 
BBYO is welcome and 
the charge w ill be 
waived in lieu of paying 
dues. This pertains to 

new members only. The cost of 
dues is $35 and will allow new 
members to attend the rest of 
this year's programming as well 
as ne.xt year. 

If you would like additional 
information, call David Hoch
man at 467-BBYO (2296). 

On May 20 at 7 p .m. Car~er 
Moves at )VS and The Jewish 
Advocate present ''The Work
place in the Next Millennium," 
a program about workplace 
tre nds in various ind ustries 
which fea tures James Hudner 
of Towers Perrin. The program 
is sponsored by The Guardian 
and will be held at the Striar 
Jewish Community Center in 
Stoughton, Mass. 

Program cost is $10 in ad
vance, $15 at the door, Call Leah 
Oko at (617) 451-8147, ext. 104, 
to register, or send a check to 
her at Career Moves at )VS, 6th 
floor, 105 Chanucy St., Boston, 
Mass., 02111. Event is accessible 
to individuals with disabilities. 

Rememben 
Mom ... 

on Mother's Day, May 10th, at 

i.l occ on ca nnonJ1 i.l 
~ Jewe l e rs ~ 

MOTHERS RINGS • WATCHES • EARRINGS 
MOTH ER & CHILD PENDANTS (WIT H O R WIT HOUT STONES) 

Gift Certificates 

2190 Broad Street, Unit 7, Cranston, Rhode Island 02905 
. Telephone 467-4727 
M ONDAY T H ROUGH FRIDAY 10 TO 6, SATURDAY 10 TO 4 

March of the Living Begins 
Anxious students, parents, teachers and community members 

prepared for the March of the Living tour at the Bureau of Jewish 
Education. For the past few months students studied special 
literature and matenals about Poland, Israel, Judaism and the 
Holocaust. They will join thousands of other participants from 
around the world and march from Auschwitz to Birkenau and 
finish their journey in Israel. Many young students wi ll be visiting 
Poland and Israel for the first time. Herald photos by Tara v . Uscia11dro 

CARPENTRY • ODOR FREE INTERIOR PAINTING 
WALLPAPERING • SMALL HOUSEHOLD REPAIRS r. Serving Providence and Blackstone Valley Since 1987 

-- 725-4405 ~ 

Hf TOOK UDI TO THf f llTf 8 ................................. 
HOIII Hf CRH TRKf YOU 

TO lHf HIU 80! ! 
Touro Fraternal Association 
Celebrates Its 80th Anniversary 

with a very special Open House for 
members and perspective members. 

F EATURING SPECIAL G UEST SPEAKER -

URI COACH JIM HARRICK 
Plus Our Famous K.F. C. Dinner (Kosher Fried Chicken Dinner) 

~ Wednesday, April 29, at 6:30 at Touro Hall 
~ 45 Rolfe Square, Cranston, RI 

For information and reservations, call 785-0066 
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FEATURE 
Jewish Heritage Main 
Obstacle to Nominee 
for Russian Premier 

by Lev Krichevsky 
Moscow (JT A) - Sergei 

Kiriyenko'sJewishancestryhas 
become the main obstacle to his 
winning approval as Russia's 
next prime minister. 

Communist party leader 
Gennady Zyuganov recently 
said that his party would con
tinue to oppose Kiriyenko's 
nomination because his father 
was Jewish. 

The Communists are the larg
est faction in the450-seat Duma, 
the lower house of the Russian 
parliament, which rejected 
Kiriyenko's nomination. 

President Boris Yeltsin 
quickly resubmi tied Kiriyenko' s 
name for approval and another 
vote is expected. 

The Communists and their 
leftist allies, who dominate the 
Duma, had initially said that 
the 35-year-old Kiriyenko was 
too inexperienced to serve as 
premier. 

But after Kiriyenko said in an 
interview that his father was Jew
ish, the nominee's heritage be
came the focus of the opposition. 

Ultranationalist leader 
Vladimir Zhirinovsky recently 
lashed out at Jews inan hourlong 
news conference during which 
he blamed Jews for starting 
WWII, provoking the Holocaust, 
sparking the 1917 Bolshevik 
revolution in Russia - and de
stroying the country ever since. 

"The essence of the conflict 
around the Jewish people is that 
when their number grows too 
much in a country, war breaks 
out there," he said. 

Zhirinovsky's Liberal Demo
cra tic Party is the third largest 
faction in the Duma. 

TheverbalassaultonJewsby 
opposition leaders continued 
when Zyuganov said in a live 
television interview that ethnic 
Russians make up 85 percent of 
thecountry'spopulation,butthe 
government is "dominated" by 
minorities. 

It was unclear whether his 
remarks were directed exclu
sively at Jews. 

But given the prominence of 
some Jews in the Yeltsin admin
istration, it is unlikley that he 
was excluding Jews from his 
a ttack. 

Zyuganovcalled for "propor
tional representation," of vari
ous nationalities in the govern
ment and made it clear that one 
of the reasons why Kiriyenko 
could not win Communists' 
approval was his Jewish heri
tage. 

Earlier this year, Zyuganov 
made si milar remarks when he 
told a rally in Moscow that "one 
can seldom see a Russian face in 
the government." 

Despitethestrongopposition 
in the Duma, many observers 
think Kiriyenko has a good 
chance for approval because 
Yeltsin is unlikely to back down 
and offer another nominee -
and lawmakers are unlikely to 
provoke new elections. 

Yeltsin has the power under 
the Russian Constitution to dis
solve the Duma if his nominee is 
not approved. 

Meanwhile, anti-Semitic slo
gans appeared in several cities 
during nationwide protests held 
recently against wage arrears. 

Workers across Russia's 11 
time zones took to the streets 
A pri 19 to denounce government 
economic policies and demand 
payment of back wages. 

Protesters in several cities 
were reported to hold anti 
Semitic placards. 

One such placard seen at a 
rally in St. Petersburg said, "We 
will always live in poverty un
der Jewish rule." 

A St. Petersburg trade union 
leader was quoted in the press 
as saying that the participation 
of communists, nationalists and 
anti~Semiticorganizations in the 
workers' protest was "a normal 
thing." 

SftANI -
Could Your Trade Cover The Whole Lease? 

SAAB _L . 

98 900S 5 door Sedan 

$0 Down $299!~0 

O Down 300 Ste. Dep O Bank Fee 299.99 1 sl Pay 
,10532 Auiornatic. Moon Rool. ABS A11 Ba95. Pr Windows. Cruise Con1,01. Air Cond1l1on. Elec Heated Seats Remote Alarm. 
More. -4 yr 50.000 Mile BumP!I to Bumper Warranty. 39 Mo Lease . S599.00 Due al S1onmg laxes & Reg1stra11on Extra 

98 900S or 98 900SE 
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286~9Mo Lease 349~! Mo Lease 
$1,835.09 Due at Signing 2.148.74 Due al S,gn~ng , 
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High-Tech Companies Drive 
Israel's Fast-Growing Economy 

by A vi Machlis 
TEL AVIV (JTA) - Israeli 

start-up companies showed off 
their wares from behind sleek, 
futuristic booths adorned with 
state-of-the-art multimedia pre
sentations. 

Magicians and scantily clad 
young women promoted the 
latest in high-tech products. 

Representatives of some of 
the world's leading technology 
giants talked business behind 
closed doors-indeed, 3Com, a 
manufacturer of computer net
working systems, unveiled 
plans to invest $250 million in 
Israeli companies during the 
next few years. 

The scene at Internet World 
'98, an information technology 
exhibition and conference held 
recently on Tel Aviv's exhibi
tion rounds, was one that Israel's 
socialis t founders probably 
couldn't have imagined in their 
wi ldest nightmares. 

And the conference reflects a 
wider truth. Despite an eco
nomic slowdown this year, Is
rael has become a much 
wealthier country during the 
past decade - and analysts, 
economists and businessmen 
agree that the high-tech sector 
has helped generate the eco
nomic boom. 

No company illustrates the 
changes more than Check Point, 
a Tel Aviv-based network secu
ri ty softwa re company. 
Founded in 1993 by three young 
programmers, the company is 
now listed on Wall Street -
along with about 100 other Is
raeli. companies - at a market 
value of about $1.5 billion. In
dustry analysts estimate Check 
Point has captured more than 
one-third of the world market 
for "fi rewalls," which are used 
for protecting computer net
works from intruders. 

Gil Shwed, the 20-something 
founder and chief executive of
ficer of Check Point, says it 
would have been difficult for 
the company to succeed in the 
1970s. 

" It is easier to succeed in high
tech today because the market 
is more liberal and open," and 
companies are able to raise 
money abroad, he said. "The 
possibility oflinking up to com-

panies across the world has 
helped us greatly." 

Three main fac tors have 
driven Israel's entry into the glo
bal village, said Eli Nahum, head 
trader at Zannex Securities 
which was established in 1994 
as the firs t Israeli brokerage to 
provide comprehensive services 
for fo reign investors: 

• the worldwide technology 
revolution; 

• the peace process, which
as the Arab boycott disinte
grated beginning in 1993- has 
opened Asian markets to Israel; 
and 

• theimrnigration,since 1989, 
of more than 800,000 residents 
from the former Soviet Union, 
which has boosted the number 
of consumers of high-tech prod
ucJs and has contributed 
brainpower to the workforce. 

"These three factors allowed 
Israel to come very close to the 
developed world and shift away 
from the developing world," 
said Nahum. 

Ind eed, during the early 
1990s, Israel's gross domestic 
product, the va lue of its goods 
and services produced by its 
residents, grew at about 6 per
cent a year. Incomes climbed to 
Western European levels, with 
GDP per capita reaching$17,000 
last year. 

As any visitor to Israel dur
ing the past few years knows, 
there are more and more prod
ucts to buy and more shops in 
which to spend money. Shop
ping malls have popped up 
across the country, housing out
lets of foreign chains - from 
Burger King to Blockbuster 
Video - that were previously 
unknown in Israel. 

Meanwhile, during the past 
two years, the government's 
austere spending policy, along 
with high interest rates set by 
Israel's central bank, the Bank 
oflsrael, broughtinflationdown 
to 7 percent last year, its lowest 
level in 28 years. 

''The decline in inflation was 
the most dramatic change in re
cent years," said Nahum, "be
cause wi thout bringing down 
inflation you can' t be a normal 
country." 

But lowering inflation has 
created new problems. Unem-

.-----
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ployment rose from 6.7 percent 
in 1996 to 7.7 percent in 1997. 
Gross domestic product growth 
slowed to 4.5 percent two years 
ago, declined to 1.9 percent last 
year and is expected to remain 
sluggish in 1998. 

The slowdown has prompted 
many business lead (!rS to pub
licly lambaste Netanyahu' s eco
nomic policies, even though in
ternational organizations such 
as the International Monetary 
Fund have given him fairly good 
marks. 

Some businessmen admit the 
criticism is in part politically 
motivated - the lion's share of 
the business community backed 
the Labor Party's Shimon Peres 
in the last elections because of 
the increased foreign invest
ment and improved economy 
brought abou t by the peace pro
cess. 

Even Netanyahu's critics, 
however, openly welcome the 
government's pri va tiza tion and 
deregulation program, which 
had stalled under the previous 
Labor-led government. 

Last year, the government 
raised more than $2 billion, a · 
record amount, from priva
tization. This included the larg
est-ever sa le of a state-owned 
company in Israel - the sale of 
a 43 percent controlling stake in 
the country's largest bank, Bank 
Hapoalim, for$1.37billion to an 
investor consortium headed by 
Ted Arison, a billionaire who 
owns Carnival Cruise Lines. 

At the same time, Israelis 
were treated to some of the 
fruits of deregulation when the 
government broke the mo
nopoly held by Bezek, the state
owned te lecommunications 
company, over international 
calls. Rates fell as much as 80 
percent after two competitors 
were granted licenses to com
pete with Bezek. 

All of these factors, said Ron 
Lubash, managing director of 
the Israel office of Lehman 
Brothers, the investment bank, 
have transformed Israe l's 
economy. 

"All of the basic parameters 
the economy was based on are 
now going through changes," 
said Lubash. "Dependency on 
the government has been re
duced substantially." 

Lubash, 40, was born in Is
rael but earned a master's de
gree in business from Yale Uni
versity and started out working 
at investment banks in the 
United states. Since returning 
to the Jewish state in 1993, he 
has been involved in about $7 
billion of financing deals for Is
raeli companies. 

Lubash .believes that the 
economy will eventually settle 

. somewhere between pure capi
talism and a social welfare state. 
"A new generation of players, 
without the hangups of the old 
guard, will create the balance," 
he said . 

And the next stage of market 
reforms is on the horizon. On 
Israel's 50th birthday the Bank 
of Israel plans to launch the last 
stage of foreign exchange re
forms announced last year. The 
reforms will make the shekel a 
fully convertible currency. 

(Continued on Page II) 
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Yom HaShoah: Explaining the 
Unexplainable to Our Kids 

by Jane Ullman 
ENCINO, Calif. (JT A) - I 

greeted my mother one day af
ter school with "Heil Hitler." I 
was 10 years old and had learned 
the expression from my non
Jewish classmates at Grant 
School in Davenport, Iowa. 

That afternoon in 1958 
marked the beginning of my 
introduction to the Nazis. 

"How many Jews did they 
kill?" I asked. 

"Six million." 
"But how could they kill that 

many? You can't just line up 6 
million people and shoot them 
with guns." 

My mother's answer, a som
ber and restrained expla nation 
of the gas chambers, began my 
exploration into Nazi Germany, 
an era that defies understand
ing, description and belief. 

It was with that same sense 
of disbelief that my husband, 
Larry, and I recently walked 
throug h the entrance of 
Sachsenhausen concentration 
camp outside of Berlin. 

We were greeted by the fa
mili a r and chilling words, 
"Arbei t macht frei " (Work 
makes you free), embedded in 
the iron gates. 

Perhaps because Sach
senhausen, in the sma ll town of 
Oranienburg, is loca ted in the 
former and highly revisionist 
state of East Germa ny, I have 
never heard of it. 

But I quickly discovered that 
it was built with the goal of be
ing, in the words of Heinrich 
Himmler, "a modern,completely 
up-to-dateconcentrationcamp," 
and that from 1936 to 1945 it 
imprisoned, tortured and killed 
more than 200,000 Jews, Gyp
sies, homosexual and political 
prisoners. After 1938, it also 
served as the administrative 
headquarters for Germany's en
. tire concentration camp system. 

Larry and I entered the trian
gular roll-call area, where pris
oners were sometimes forced to 
stand at a ttention for hours and 
hours, often in extreme "'1ea ther 
conditions, as punishment for 
non-existent crimes. We visited 
Barracks 38 and 39, which once 
1oused hundreds of Jews, in 
>vercrowded, disease-ridden 
md dismal cond itions. 

We also saw "Station Z," the 
:rema tori um and extermination 
ite, and the infirmary barracks, 
vhere medical experiments as 

High-Tech 
(Continued from Page 10) 

The changes to Israel's 
conomy, said one business-
1an, are captured in a joke told 
1 Tel Aviv business circles. 

"Businessmen . used to say 
,at if you came to the country 
, do business 20 years ago, you 
eeded to meet three people: 
,e finance minister, Rafael 
ecanati and Shou!Eisenberg," 
! said, referring to the two ty
,ons who dominated the pri-
1te sector. 
"Today, if you want to do 

1siness, you need to meet 10 
nes as many people," he said, 
nd if theministerof finance is 
e of them, it's simply a cour
:y call." 

well as selections for mass ex
ecutions took place. 

During the entire visit to 
Sachsenhausen, under incon
gruously sunny skies, I felt that 
I wa's walking in a surreal dream, 
a twisted and demonic episode 
of "The Twilight Zone." The 
overpowering heaviness in my 
chestmadeitdifficulttobreathe. 
And I s~ore I could sti ll smell 
the stench of death. 

"How was Germany?" "Did 
you visit the concentration 
camp?" Our four sons fired 
questions at us upon our return. 

"How do we explain the un
explainable?" I asked my hus
band. How do I describe the 
haunting and terrifying sensa
tion, on the drive from Berlin to 
Sachsenhausen, of seeing chim
neys and train tracks and deso
la te farm houses? How do I tell 
my children that while gazing 
out the car window at the dense 
forests, I was looking at the in
visible specters of Jews on death 
marches and Jews in hiding? 

I can only vow to respond to 
their questions, as my mother 
responded to mine, and to en
gage in this other and the more 
difficult "facts of life" discus
sion. 

We will read The Diary of Anne 
Frank and see "Schindler's List." 
We will visit the Museum of 
Tolerance in Los Angeles and 
Yad Vashem in Israel. And we 
will weep inconsolably at the 
sight of a solitary pair of white 
leather baby shoes, alone in a 
plexiglas display case. This, for 
me, was the most poignant and 
heart-wrenching symbol of the 
Holocaust's devastation. 

This year, on Yorn HaShoah, 
Holocaust Remembrance Day, 
Larry and I will especially re
member the almost 100,000 Jews 
who perished a tSachsenhausen 
as well as the remaining 6 mil
lion Jews who died . 

Together with our four sons, 
we will light theyellowyahrzeit 
candle on the 27th day of Nisan 
on the Jewish calendar. We will 

say a prayer, vowing "never to 
forget the lives of the Jewish 
men, women and children who 
are symbolized by this flame." 

As Jews, we are commanded 
to remember all those who have 
died. But for victims of the Ho
locaust, remembering them and 
honoring them is not enough; 
we must also take action so that 
their lives - ordinary and ex
traordinary, long and brutally 
short-lived -wi II not have been 
in vain. 

For us, this action consists of 
enthusiastically reaffi rrning our 
commitment to Judaism. We 
send our sons to Jewish day 
school and to Jewish summer 
camps. We joyously celebrate 
brises, bar mitzvahs and other 
life-cycle events. We gather to
gether with aunts, uncles, cous
ins and grandparen ts to cel
ebra te the Jewish holidays. 

This October we have even 
promised to build our first 
sukkah. 

Equally as important, we 
teach our chi ldren tolerance and 
respect for other people. We 
don ' t allow ethnic jokes, 
scapegoating or bolstering our 
own egos by putting down oth
ers. But we do permi t fighting 
back, when it's appropriate and 
warranted, and we remember 
the heroic resistance fighters in 
the Warsaw Ghetto uprising. 

My husband and I agree that 
we want to raise Jewish sons, 
secure and content in their faith. 
We want them to continue to 
carry the banner of Judaism, 
which has survived many bru
tal and terrifying attacks during 
its 5,000-plus years of history. 

But we must also remember 
that eight days after Yorn 
HaShoah comes Yorn 
Ha'atzmaut, the anniversary of 
the creation of Israel, We must 
remember that out of ruination 
comes renewal. 

As it says in Ecclesiastes 3:4, 
there is "a time to weep, and a 
time to laugh; a time to mourn, 
and a time to dance." 
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FEATURE 
During Annual Sermon, Pope 
Criticizes Christian Teaching 

by Ruth E. Gruber 
Rome (JT A) - Pope John 

Paul II 's Easter message criti
cized the Christian teaching that 
Jews bear responsibility for the 
death of Jesus. 

But the pope also criticized 
the Israeli policyofbuildingJew
ish settlements in eastern Jerusa
lem, saying peace is being threat
ened by "dangerous political de
cisions.'' 

The self-criticism came dur
ing the traditional Way of the 
Cross procession and service in 
Rome's ancient Colosseum, 
which were Jed by the pope. 
The events were broadcast Jive 
on international television, 
when Catho lics around the 
world marked Good Friday. 

A prayer read ou t be a 
speaker said it was not the Jews 
who were responsible for the 
crucifixion, but ''.all of us and 
each of us," and it decried the 
fact that Jews had been "cruci
fied by us for so long" because 
of this fa lse accusation. 

The prayer said all people, 
too, were responsible for more 
recent horrors, including "the 
ashes of Auschwitz, the ice of the 
Gulags," mass slaughter in Asia 
and massacres in centra l Africa. 

The Vatican's 1965 Nostra 
Aeta te-Latinfor ln OurTimes 
-officially repudiated the idea 
that Jews were collectively re
sponsible for the death of Jesus. 

But this Good Friday mes
sage was believed to mark the 
first time that this was ex
pressed in a service commemo
rating the crucifixion and at
tended by the pope. 

Ina related development, the 
Roman Catholic Church pre
sented Ital ian Jewish leaders 
with a formal letter strongly 
condemning anti-Semitism and 
apologizing for the church's past 
mistreatment of Jews. 

"It is an exceptionally open 
expression," said Tullia Zevi, 
president of the Union of Italian 
Jewish communities. "We have 
asked that his letter be made a 
formal document of the Italian 
Bishops Conference." 

The letter, written by the 
Bishop's Conference's Secre
tariat for Ecumenism and Dia
logueand addressed personally 
to Zevi and to Rome ChiefRa bbi 
Elio Toaff, was dated March 16 
- the day that the Vatican re
leased a controversial document 
on the Holocaust that disap
pointed many Jewish leaders. 

Thatdocumentsaid individual 
Catholics were guilty of failing to 
save Jews persecuted by the Na
zis, but it absolved the church 
itself from responsibility. 

The letter from the Italian 
bishops was presented by a del
egation of senior Italian church 
officia ls a t a meeting in Toaff's 
office at the beginning of this 
month, but was not made pub
lic until shortly before Passover. 

It went somewhat further 
than the Vatican document. 

The Jetter noted that this year 
marksthe60thanniversaryofthe 
imposition of anti-Semitic racial 
Jaws by the fascist regime of Ital
ian dictator Benito Mussolini. 

A lthough the individual 
Catholic religious and lay 
people stepped in to help Jews, 
the letter said, "We recall with 
discomfort, but with profound 
and conscience teshuvah, these 
events, in order to say that we 
do not and cannot forget them." 

It said that passing time asks 
us "to recognize the truthoffacts 
and responsibilities, even if they 
are painful. And the Catholic 
Church in Italy, too, demon
strated very clearly that it does 
not intend to shy away from this 
du.ty,despitedelaysorsomerash 
voice still lingering in prejudice." 

Auto Show 
.p COLLISION COOER 

People are finding 
us by ~ l)\-ttl1/~jit. 

· "We do all makes and models!" 

Foreign & Domestic 
MEET KEVIN CHADWICK 

. COLLISION CENTER MANAGER 

Have You Been in a Car Accident? No Problem! 

Tired of Looking at Those Dents and Dings? No Problem! 

Does Your Car Need A Reconditioning? No Problem! 

We Do Everything! Just Call! 

Kevin Chaclfvic 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 
Find Out If There's a 

Treasure in Your Trunk 
Curious about the value of a 

favorite family heirloom? An 
"old thing" stashed away in the 
attic? Well, your chance to find 
outwhatit'sreallyworthisdur
ing the RISD Museum Associ
ates' Sothebuy's Heirloom Dis
covery Day on May 1, from 10 
a.m. to 4 p .m ., at The Provi
dence Marriott. 

Specialists from So the by' s In
ternational Auction House will 
be on-hand to examine the 
public's treasures and give ver
bal appraisals. Paintings and 
drawings, furniture and deco
rative art objects including sil
ver, ceramic, glass, pewter, and 
smallsculptureareall welcome. 
Appraisals cannot be made for 
such items as coins, s tamps, 
books, modern jewelry, Classi
cal antiquities, e thnographi c 
objects (pre-Columbian, Afri
can, Oceanic), Asian objects, or 
contemporary art. 

Sotheby' s experts in fine arts, 
decorativearts,and jewelry will 
examine prized possessions on 
a first-come, first-served basis. 
If a work of art is too large or 
difficult to transport, they will 
accept clear photographs of the 
piece (be sure to bring dimen-

sions and the medium of the 
object). Verbal appraisals cost 
$15 for the first item and $10 
each additional item. 

In addition to the daylong 
appraisals, the RISD Museum 
Associates will also host a lun
cheon and lecture featuring 
guest speake r C . Hug h 
Hildesley, executive vice presi
dent of Sotheby's North and 
South America, who wi ll talk 
about "The Quest for Quality." 
An auctioneer and wri ter as 
well as an entert11ining speaker, 
Hildesley recently published a 
book entitled The Complete 
Guide to Buying and Selling at 
Auction. The luncheon begins 
at noon and cos ts $60 per per
son, which includes one verba l 
appraisal. 

Anyone interested in attend
ing the luncheon and lecture, 
should contact museum special 
events at 454-6505. Sotheby's 
Heirloom Day is sponsored by 
The Private Bank at BankBoston 
Hospital Trust. All proceeds 
from the event benefit the RISD 
Muse um, which houses a world 
renowned collection of 65,000 
works of art from every period, 
culture and genre. 

Dance Ensemble Taps, 
and Soars Into Spring 
The Brown University Dance Ensemble's annual Spring Con

cert wi ll be presented April 29 through May 3 in Stuart Theatre. All 
performances are at 8 p.m., with the exception of May 3, which will 
have two performances: a 3 p .m. matinee and an 8 p .m. show. 

A conglomerate of works by student, facu lty and well-known 
choreographers, this concert has something for everyone. 

Under the artistic eye of prod ucer Julie A. Strandberg, pieces 
include "Tenant of the Street," the ethereal "Angels In The Attic," 
the humorous "The Envelope, "Mali-Ba," a traditional African 
dance with traditional costumes and live musicians, a ballet piece 
set among the heavens, a rousing tap number and more. 

Tickets for the Spring Dance Concert are available at the Leeds 
Theatre Box Office, 77 Waterman St., Providence, or at the door on 
the nights of performance beginning at 7 p.m. in Stuart Theatre. 
Ticket price is $13 regular admission, $9 senior citizens (65 and 
over), and $5 for student with ID. Box office hours are Monday 
through Friday 11 a.m. to 5 p .m. and one hour before the perfor
mance. For information or to make reservations, call 863-2838. 

)111 Barnsider's 
~- Mile (6 A On_arter 

BANQUET MENU PIANS 
ALL OPTIONS ARE ACCOMPANIED BY SOUP DU JOU R , GARDEN 

SALAD, WITH A CHOICE OF RI CE PILAF OR BAKED POTATO 

OPTION 1 • $19.95* PER PERSON 

C/,oice of C h icken Tcriyaki, Baked Boston Scrod or Petite Top Sirloin 
Coffee or Tea/Fronch ¼milla l ee Cream 

OPTION 2 • $21,95* PER PERSON 
Cl,cncc o/Top Si,loin, Baked Haddock, G,illed Chicken 
- with Tomato Basil Vinaigrette 

Coffee or Tea/Fronch Vanilla l ee Cream 

OPTION 3 • $23.95* PER PERSON 

Choice o/Petile Prime Rib, Baked Stuffed Shrimp, 
Baked Stuffed Sh,imp & Si,loin, Baked Scallops & S;,loin 

Coffee or Tea/Chocolalc Tru/Pe Mousse Cake 

OPTION 4 • $25.95* PER PERSON 

Choice o/Prime Rib, New York Sirloin, Baked Scallops & Prime Rib, 
F«sh Salmon Hollantlaiae, Baked Stuffed Shrimp & Prime Rib 

Coffee or Tea/C/,ocolate Tru/Pe Mousse Cake 

OPTION 5 • $27.9S * PER PERSON 

C/,oice o/ Lobster Casserole & Sirloin, Filet Mignon with Bearnaise Sauce, 
Gri lled Fre,h SworJ(isk Steak Au Poivre 
Coffoe or Tea/C/,ocolalc Truffle Mousse Cake 

•TAX AND GRATUITY NOT INCLUDED 
PRICES SUBJECT TO CHA N GE 

375 SOUTH MAIN STREET, PROVIDENCE• 401-351-7300 

Chemistry Changes at Trinity Rep 
As part of the second Provi

dence New Play Festival, Tony 
Award-winning Trinity Reper
tory Company, under the artis
tic direction of Oskar Eustis, 
presents the world premiere of 
Marlane Meyer's "The Chemis
try of Change," through April 
26. Under the direction of 
Constance Grappo, this produc
tion is as funny as it is insightful 
abou t a family of quirky charac
ters. 

Set in southern California in 
the late 'S0s, "The Chemistry of 
Change" is an offbea t comedy 
about a family of misfits whose 

Ii ves are forever changed by the 
arrival of a straight-talking 
stranger - a carnival worker 
named Smokey, who operates 
the "Hell Hole." Meyer's dia
logu e catches you off-guard 
with its grit and its wit, and her 
charac ters are unforgettable. 
Matriarch Lee is a middle-aged 
woman who has never learned 
to trust herself or her four adult 
chi ldren. They,alongwith Lee's 
sister, make up an on-the-edge 
household that is ruled by Lee's 
strong will and her children's 
lack of initiative. Smokey shakes 
up that chemistry, and the fam-

ily finally begins to grow up. 
"The Chemistry of Change" 

cast includes Trinity Repertory 
Company members Janice 
Duclos and Cynthia Strickland, 
Trinity Rep Conservatory stu

. dents Mauro Hantman and Eric 
Tucker and newcomers Paul 
O 'Brien, Judith Roberts and 
Jamison Shelby. 

Performancesof"TheChem
istry of Change" will be in the 
downstairs theater at Trinity 
Rep's downtown Providence 
location. 

For ticket information, call 
521-1100. 

JUDITH ROBERTS as Lee, Janice Duclos as Corlis, and Cynthia Strickland as Dixon in Trinity 
Repertory Company's world premiere production of "The Chemistry of Change" by Marlane 
Meyer. Photo by t. Charles Erickson 

New Bedford Museum Exhibits Audubon 
The following Audubon Legacy 

events will be held at the New 
Bedford Art Museum: 

April25:EveningofCelebra
tion - A semi-formal affair be
ginning with a reception at The 
New Bedford Art Museum, fol
lowed by a sumptuous dinner at 
the Wamsutta Club. Special 
guest: Dr. Gerald Bertrand, presi
dent, Massachusetts Audubon 
Society. "Audubon in Bloom," a 
floral display depicting selected 
Audubon prints. Trolley trans
portation provided between the 
Wamsutta Club and museum. 
Donations for tickets $100. 

April 26: Birds of America 
Exhibit - Official opening of 
the Audubon Legacy Exhibit. 
TheexhibitwillrunthroughJuly 
19 

THE 

PURPLE CAT 
RESTAURANT 

IN CHEPACHET SINCE 1929 

Fine Dining in a Relaxed 
Country Atmosphere 

' 

YOUR HOSTS, 
THE LA VO/E'S 

Chepachet Village, R.I 
. (401) 568-7161 

AT THE JUNCTION OF 
RTES. 44, 100, 102 

Vault Series: Birds - A si
multaneous exhibit at the mu
seum of 18 contemporary art
ists' representations of a spe
cific Audubon print. The exhibit 
will run through July 19. 

Audubon's Birthday Party 
- What better way to celebrate 
than to unveil the exhibit this 
day? Bring the entire family for 
a fun-filled day for all ages. 
Many special guests, refresh
ments, prizes. 

May 23: Family Day at the 
Museum and Library- A spe
cial bird exhibit for children: Art 
and Nature - Look, Feel and 
Touch. Art stations for bird 
masks, bird nests, origami, 
sketching: environmental talk 
and demo: story telling. Con
tact the museum for details, call 
(508) 961-3072. 

The lecture series comple-

ments the print exhibition with 
activities designed to raise the 
appreciation of Audu bon's 
work with expert speakers and 
our own involvement. 

May 17: Birding West Island 
A Field Trip - John Hill, field 
biologist and marine researcher, 
Lloyd Center for Environmen
tal Studies. A trip to West Is
land, Fairhaven, featuring nest
ing piping plovers and seabirds 
and their biology, ecology and 
behavior. Pre-registration re
quired with Lloyd Center, call 
(508) 990-0505. 

June 12: Outdoor Sketching 
By The Sea - Sarah Miquelle, 
noted illustrator and watercol
orist. In conjunction with the 
Marion Art Center. Pre-regis
tra tion required with New 
Bedford Art Museum, call (508) 
961-3073; lunch included. 

Journey to Jewish Portugal 
The April 9 issue of the R.I. Jewish Herald published an 

article about the new70-page booklet entitled Journey to Jewish 
Portugal. The beautifully illustrated booklet is free and avail
able from the Portuguese National Tourist Office. To order 
the brochure call the office at (212) 354-4403 or write to the 
office at 590 5th Ave., N. Y., N.Y. 10036 or e-mai l your request 
<lferreira@portugal.org>. 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 
Trinity Rep Conservatory 

Spring Play Festival 
Trinity Rep Conservatory's 

annual Spring Play Festival will 
include five productions per
formed at Providence venues 
form April 24 through May 10. 
Admission is $5 for all shows. 
The schedule is as follows: 

"Twelfth Night," a modern 
disco adaptation of Shakes
peare's hilarious corned y of mis
taken identity and love, will 
open the festival at Providence 
Black Repertory Theatre, 131 
Washington St., Providence. 
Performances are April 24 a nd 
25 at 8 p .m. and April 26 at 7 
p.m. 

BertoltBrecht's musicalfable, 
"The Caucasion Chalk Circle," 
will be performed at The Provi
dence Public Library Audito
rium, 225 Washington St.; April 
27 to 29 at 7 p .m. 

The play is about a young 
woman living in a war-torn 
country, who rescues a baby, 
only to be haunted by the inci
dent many years later. 

The festival continues with 
"My Sister i.n this House" by 
Wendy Kesselman, a taut drama 

of intimacy, class, and family 
set in 1930s' France. Perfor
mances will be at the Cathedral 
of St. John, 275 N. Main St., on 
April 30 and May 1 at 8 p.m. 

New York director and Trin
ity Rep Conservatory faculty 
member Julia Carey will direct 
"Top Girls" by Caryl Churchill, 
a powerful, funny exposition 
of the way in which women 
·achieve success. The perfor
mances will take place a t the 
Trinity Rep Conserva tory, 201 
WashingtonSt., May4at 7 p.m. 
May 5at 4 p .m.;and May6and 
7 at 5 p .m. (Free and open to 
the public, reserva tions neces
sary). 

The festival concludes with 
"Tracers" by John DiFusco,a play 
about the Vietnam War and the_ 
soldiers who fought in it. Di
rected by Kelli Wicke Davis, Trin
ity Rep Conservatory faculty 
member, performances will be 
a t the Peerless Building, 229-239 
Westminster St., on May 8 and 9 
at 8 p.m. and May 10 at 7 p.m. 

For info rma tion, call 521-
1100. 

Echoes of Regret 
by Lee LaMarche 

You can feel it 
or can you? 

The sad, bad madness 
echoing ... through these walls. 
She feels with regret tha t we all 

will forget: But behind our closed doors we 
cry and our cries echo through the heavens. 

We hope, hope they will not fall 
on deaf lobes. 

The pain it does not effect just one 
singular being. His pain blankets us, 

his kith, his kin. A noiseless screaming. 
If WE could directly feel the pain would it 

hurt as much as this tormenting pang in our hearts 
to bottle up the pain, to hold back the agony. 

This always feels necessary, to grieve, to hold the memories, 
but wouldn' t it help to let go? Step one, step two: yes, no, yes. 

Breaking point not far yet. 
We can see the oncoming crevasse 

and yet we drive faster, hoping to jump it 
as we have the last one, 

and the one before that, and the ones before that... 
there is no miracle cufe for those who grieve. 

Those who grieve as though for one already dead. 
Yet.. . he ... lives. 

and we believe, though we cannot, that pain 
such as this rests upon the shoulders of one so loved . 

This poem was written by Lee LaMarche for his grandfather, Buddy 
Levin, who recently entered the Fall River Nursing Home for long 
term care. Lee LaMarche is a graduate of the Alperin Schechter Day 
School and is presently in the 11th grade at the Sharon High School. 
He was named Writer of the Month at the high school in Ja~uary. 

Sample Savory Creations at 
RISO Culinary Class 

Rhode Island School of Design's Division of Continuing Educa
tion is offering two savory classes taught by acclaimed chefs this 
May. 

The first, scheduled for May 4, from 7 to 10 p .rn., 
features Chef Barbara Lynch, who is renowned for her 
hearty, Northern Italian country food. Her new restau- L 
rant, No. 9 Park, is located across from the Massachusetts 
Sta te House in Boston's historic Beacon Hill. During 
RISD's class, Chef Lynch will delight students with a 
menu of "little bites." 

The second class, which is slated for May 11, from 7 to IO 
p.m., features talented Sous ChefJohn Delpha from Mistral 
in Boston. During the RISD's class, Sous Chef Delpha will 
share a sampling of the restaurant's amazing creations. 

Anyone interested in attending these culinary classes, 
should call RISD's Division of Continuing Education at 
454-6200. Tuition for each course is $65 per person. 

Israel Woodwind 
Quintet Comes 
to Providence 

The New Israel Woodwind 
Quintet, with pianistOhad Bed
Ari, will play at Alumnae Hall, 
Brown University, 194 Meeting 
St., Providence.at8 p.m.onApril 
29. They will p lay Mozart, Two 
pieces for Clockwork Organ; 
Partos, Nebulae; Hindemith, 
Kleine Kamrnermusik, Opus 24, 
No. 2: Beethoven, Piano Quin
tet in E flat Major, Opus 16; and 
Poulenc, Sextet. There will be a 
reception in the Crystal Room 
after the concert. 

The talented young Israelis met 
wi th while studying music in 
Germany and began playing to
gether in 1991. This is their sec
ond appearance in Providence; 
they played here in 1995. All have 
won major prizes in music com
petitions and have played as so
loists wi th all Israeli orchestras, 
including the Philharmonic. 

Eyal Ein-Habar, flute, also has 
appeared as soloist in the Neth
erlandsandJapan. Dudu Carmel 
is principal oboist of the New 
Israeli Opera Orchestra, and in 
1990 won the Francois Shapira 
Prize. Chen Halevi, clarinet, has 
soloed with top Israeli orches
tras and played chamber music 
in Europe. Chezy Nir, horn, a 
gradua te o f the Frankfurt 
Musikhochschule, has appeared 
with orchestras in Israel and 
Germany. Mauricio Paez has 
been principal bassoon with or
chestras in Costa Rica and Israel. 

The quintet has won acclaim 
from critics and from musicians 
under whose direction they have 
performed, among them Morde
chai Rechtrnan, composerGyorgy 
Kurtag and Pinchas Zukerman. 

For tickets, call 863-2416, or 
come to the box office on con
cert night. Prices are $20, $17, 
$14, and (students only) $4. 

Music Through 
Time From 
Scotland 

The Wrigley Sisters will bring 
an evening of Scottish music to 
the New Bedford Whaling 
Museum' s "Music Throug h 
Time Concerts" on May 1 at 8 
p .m. in the Museum Theatre, 
New Bedford. 

Born and raised in the north
ern isles of Orkney, twin sisters 
Jennifer and Hazel Wrigley are 
talented musicians currently 
emerging from Scotland. Their 
tender age - 22 this year -
belies the wealth of experience 
that shines through their music: 
in Jennifer's supple, vibrantly 
expressive fiddle playing and 
Hazel's artfully rhythmic, jazz
ily jaunty accompaniments on 
guitar and piano; in Jennifer's 
flair for writing memorably 
beautiful ·tunes, and their com
bined ability to refresh the best 
of the tradition with new ideas. 

The Wrig ley sis ters will 
present the audience with a great 
evening of Celtic music. There's 
a beguiling ease and artfulness 
abouttheirsound,bornofadeep 
love for and understanding of 
the traditions they draw on. 

Due to limited seating, ad
vance ticket purchase or reser
vations are suggested. For ticket 
information and reserva tions, 
ca 11 (508) 997-0046, ext. 14. 

For Sentimental Reasons 
Presents 'In The Mood' 

For Sentimental Reasons and 
their presentation of "In the 
Mood" will debut at the Sta
dium Theatre in Woonsocket on 
April 25. The show features all 
new songs, new faces, jingles 
and nostalgic commercials. The 
show's setting is a "live" radio 
show being broadcas t over 
Armed Services Radio, circa 
1944. Glen Miller' s "In the 
Mood" and "Opus One" will be 
fea tured a long wi th "Glow 
Worm," "Lili Marlene,"" Accen
tuate the Positive," "Stardust" 
a nd other popular songs of the 
war era. As in the other For Sen
timental Reasons shows, audi
ences can count on "celebrity 
g uest appearances" by The 
Andrews Sisters, Betty Grable 
and Bing Crosby. 

All seats are $15 and tickets 
are available or by calling the 
box office at 762-4545 or 762-
4044. Curtain time is a t 8 p .m. 
a nd the Stadium Theatre Per
forming Arts Centre is located 

at One Monument Square in 
Woonsocket. Proceeds from this 
concert will benefit the theater 
restoration. 

For Sentimental Reasons has 
performed to capacity crowds 
at the Stadium Theatre in De
cember and last spring. Direc
tor Greg Geer put together this 
new show especially for the Sta
di um audience, incorporating 
requests and suggestions of 
thea tregoers. The show will fea
ture For Sentimental Reasons 
regula rs Bob DeVivo o f 
Belmont, Mass.; Jenna Wims 
Hashway of Pawtucket; Lisa 
Ricci of Boston, Mass. (formerly 
of North Provide nce); and 
Deborah Sca nlo n of North 
Attleboro, Mass. Joini ng the 
group fo r the first time will be 
Michael Brown of Salem, Mass., 
a nd Doug Shapiro of Worces
ter, Mass. This nostalgic show 
has been a regular feature in the 
Rhode Island area for the past 
four years. 

For Sentimental Reasons 

French Cabaret Singer Visits UMass 
Annie Royer, celebrated French cabaret singer and performer, 

soloist, stage, film and TV actress will return to University of 
Massachusetts Dartmouth on April 27 at 7 p .rn. with several 
accompanists. The concert will be held in the main auditorium. 

A native of Paris, Royer has captivated and delighted many 
audiences on both side of the Atlantic with her musical and 
dramatic talent and her Gallic charm. 

Royer's repertory ranges from her specialty - soulful and 
haunting renditions of cabaret songs ii la Edith Piaf - to other 
popular French tunes. She is a very sought-after entertainer, and 
has enjoyed the diversity and challenge of performing in clubs, on 
the concert stage and at private functions. 

The concert is free and will be presented by the university's 
Boivin Center for French culture. For further information, call 
Professor Mel Yoken at (508) 999-8335. 

Oglala Lakota 
Demonstrates 
Beadworking 

Oglala Lakota artist Todd 
Yellow Cloud will demonstrate 
beadworking and discuss the 
objects he has made for the 
Haffenreffer Museum, includ
ing a beaded baby carrier and 
beaded bonnets on May 3, from 
11 a.m. to 5 p .m. 

The Haffenreffer Museum of 
Anthropology, Brown's "uni
versity museum," is a treasure 
house of fascinating artifacts 
from the native peoples of the 
Americas, Africa, Asia and the 
Pacific. The Haffenreffer, located 
in Bristol will relocate in less than 
three years to Providence. For 
information, call 253-8388. 

The Community Players 
proud!)· present 

JEROME _ROBERT JERRY ;ffi~~1s 
LAWRENCE UEE HERMAN - ~ "" • 

DIRECTED BY LARRY REEDY IJ,WRU,C( - L([ 

April 24, 25, 26, & 
May 1, 2, 3 

Friday and Saturday 
evenings at 8:00 P.M. 

Sunday Matinees at 2:00 P.M. 

at Jenks Jr. High Auditorium, 
Division St., Pawtucket 

(across from McCoy Swdium) 

Tickets $ 10 (Under 13 • $8) 

Reservations: (401) 726-6860 
http://www.ici.net/custoniers/dgillW 

-• 
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OBITUARIES 
MARK ALLEN DA VIS, JR. 

PROVIDENCE - Mark 
Allen Davis, Jr., 1-year-old son 
of Mark Allen Davis Sr. and 
Alexa (Young) Davis of Morrill 
Lane, died April 15 at Hasbro 
Children's Hospital , Provi
dence. He was born in North 
Providence. 

Besides ms parents, he leaves 
ms grandparents, Donna and 
Mark Steward, and Rachael 
Davis, and ms great-grandpar
ents, Hyman Rosner and Rose 
Palmieri, all of North Provi
dence. 

A graveside service was held 
April 16 in Lincoln Park Cem
etery, Warwick. The service was 
coordinated by Mount Sinai 
Memorial Chapel, 825 Hope St., 
Providence. 

ABRAHAM FEDER 
WEST WAR WICK 

-Abraham Feder, 79, of 35 Vine 
St., a mechanic for Chrysler 
Corp. in New York City and for 
several local garages for many 
years before retiring, died April 
9 at home. He was the husband 
of the late Esther (Ostrach) 
Feder. 

Born in New York City, he 
moved to West Warwick 20 
years ago. 

Hewasa memberof the United 
Auto Workers. He was a volun
teer for the Rhode Island Depart
ment of Elderly Affairs, and a 
member of the West Warwick 
Senior Citizens Center. 

He leaves a niece, Elaine 
Chaika of Providence; and a 
brother-in-law, Simon Ostrach, 
M.D., of Cleveland, Omo. 

The funeral service was held 
April 14 at Mount Sinai Memo
ria l Chapel, 825 Hope St., Provi
dence. Burial was in Lincoln 
Park Cemetery, Warwick. 

SADYE GEREBOFF 
PROVIDENCE - Sadye 

Gereboff, 89, of 229 Fifth St., 
died April 10 at Miriam Hospi
tal. She was the wife of the late 
Samuel Gereboff. 

Born in Plymouth, Mass., a 
daughter of the late Abraham 
and SarahSherman,she lived in 
Providence for many years. 

She was a member of Temple 
Emanu-El of Providence, the 
Congregation Beth Jacob in Ply
mouth, the Providence Hebrew 
Day School, the Women's Asso
ciation of the Jewish Home for 
the Aged, the Jewish Federation 
of Rhode Island, Hadassah, and 
the Pilgrim Society of Plymouth. 
She had been a volunteer for the 
American Red Cross, and was 
known for having financed and 
created scholarsmps at Provi
dence Hebrew Day School and 
Boston University. 

She leaves a sister, Rose Geller 
of Plymouth; and severa l nieces 
and nephews. She was the sister 
of the late Hyman and Louis 
Sherman. 

The funeral service was held 
April 13 in Mount Sinai Memo
rial Chapel, 825 Hope St., Provi
dence. Burial was in Lincoln 
Park Cemetery, Warwick. 

EILEEN LECHT 
PROVIDENCE - Eileen 

Lecht, 63, of 33 Roelker Drive, 
East Greenwich, died April 18 

at Rhode Island Hospital. She 
was the wife of Daniel Lecht. 

Born in Glasgow, Scotland, a 
daughter of the late Anthony 
and Leah (Stein) Smith, she Ii ved 
in London, England, before 
moving to East Greenwich 32 
years ago. 

She attended the Community 
College of Rhode Island. She 
was a member of Congregation 
Sons of Jacob, Providence, and 
of Cha bad in Warwick. She had 
been a volunteer worker for the 
American Cancer Society and 
for Hospice of Rhode Island sev
era l years ago. 

Besides her husband, she 
leaves a daughter, Lisa Bazzi of 
New York City; four sons, Alan 
Cooper of Pawtucket, Gerald 
Cooper of Warwick, Michael 
Lecht of San Francisco, and Ri
chard Lecht of Monroe, N.Y.; a 
sister, Marion Van Larr of 
Somerset, England; a brother, 
Steven Smith of Plymouth, En
gland; and seven grandcmldren. 

The funeral service was held 
April 20 a t Mount Sinai Memo
rial Chapel, 825 Hope St., Provi
dence. Burial was in Lincoln 
Park Cemetery, Warwick. 

DR. ELIHU SAKLAD 
PROVIDENCE - Dr. Elihu 

Sak lad, 91, of266 Slater Ave., an 
anesthesiologist at Rhode Island 
Hospital for many yea rs before 
retiring in 1983, died Apri l 20 at 
home. He was the husband of 
Dr. Sarah (Mazick) Saklad. 

Born in Boston, a son of the 
late Jacob and Mary (Karger) 
Saklad, he lived in Providence 
since 1932. He was a graduate of 

MAx SUGARMAN MEMORIAL CHAPEL 
Over 100 years of professional, dignified and caring service to the Jewish 

community of Rhode Island and Southeastern Massachusetts 

458 Hope Street, Providence 
(Cnrner of Dayle Avenue) 

Please call fo r your 5758 New Year calendar. 
Call for our no-money-dawn, pre-need plans. 

331-8094 
1-800-447-1267 Lewis J. Bosler 

For over 40 years, the owner of Mount Sinai Memorial Chapel... 
Mitchell ... has served Rhode Island Jewish families over 8,000 times ... 
as a professional Jewish funeral director... as did his father and 
grandfather since the 1870s .. . with honesty 
and integrity. 

One of the reasons why the majority of 
Rhode Island Jewish families call 

MOUNT SINAI 
MEMORIAL CHAPEL 

331-3337 
825 Hope at Fourth Streets 

Pre-need counseling with tax-free 
payment planning available. 

Please call for your 
5758 New Year calendar. 

From out of state call : 
1-800-33 1-3337 

Member of Jewish Funeral Directors of America 
Certified by R.I. Board of Rabbis 

Tufts College and received ms 
medical degree from Tufts 
Medical School in 1931. He was 
an intern and resident at Paw
tucket Memorial and Charles V. 
Chapin Hospitals from 1933 to 
1937. During the Depression, he 
worked for the health depart
ment in Providence as a city 
physician, treating the sick and 
poor in their homes. He began 
ms practice in anesthesia in 1937 
at Rhode Island, Providence 
Lying-In, Charles V. Chapin, 
PawtucketMemorial,St.Joseph, 
Newport and South County 
Hospitals. 

He was an Army veteran of 
World War II, serving as a cap
tain with the Medical Corps 
from 1944 to 1946 at an Army 
hospital in Oakland, Calif. In 
the 1950s he was one of the first 
to train area firefighters in the 
art of cardiopulmonary resusci
tation. 

He was a clinical instructor 
of anesthesia at Brown Univer
sitySchoolofMedicine,and was 
a past president of the New En
gland Anesthesia Society. In 
1953 he received an award from 
the American Medical Associa
tion for ms research in "pres
sure breatmng." 

Besides ms wife, he leaves a 
dau g hter , Brina Saklad of 
Rockville, Md .; two sons, Mark 
Saklad of Bedford, Mass., and 
James Saklad of Hydes, Md .; a 
sister, Milcah Porter of Kansas 
City, Kan.; and a granddaugh
ter. 

The funeral service was held 
April 22 at Temple Emanu-El, 
Providence. Burial was in Lin
coln Park Cemetery, Warwick. 
Arrangements were by Mount 
Sinai Memorial Chapel, 825 
Hope St., Providence. 

RACHEL SHAPIRO 
BOSTON - Rachel Shapiro, 

88, ofBrookline, Mass., a volun
teer worker for many years at 
the former Rhode Island Jewish 
Home for the Aged, died April 
16 at Beth Israel Hospital, Bos
ton. She was the wife of the late 
Louis Schwartz and the late 
Samuel Shapiro. 

Born in New York City, a 
daughter of the late Samuel and 
Anna Blackman, she lived in 
Brookline since 1994, previously 
living in Providence for 20 years 
and New York City. 

She had been a campaign 
volunteer fo r Providence Mayor 

VincentA.Cianci,Jr. and amem
ber of the board of directors of 
Charlesgate North Senior Citi
zens. 

She leaves two sons, Stuart 
Schwartz of Cambridge, Mass., 
and Robert Schwartz of North 
Miami Beach, Fla.; a sister, Julia 
Blackman of Las Vegas, Nev.; 
and five grandcmldren. 

The funeral cortege was held 
Apri l 19 at Mount Sinai Memo
ria l Chapel, 825 Hope St., Provi
dence, for a graveside service in 
Montefiore Cemetery, Queens, 
N.Y. 

HELEN D. SHEIN 
PROVIDENCE - Helen D. 

Shein, 83, of South Ocean Drive, 
Hallandale, Fla., and a summer 
resident of Providence, died 
April 14atMiriamHospital.She 
was the wife of the late Ernest L. 
Shein. 

Born in Providence, she was 
a daughter of the late Jacob and 
Eva (Rosen) Stern. 

During World War 11,shewas 
a driver for the American Red 
Cross and an operator at the Air 
Raid WarningCenter.Formany 
years she was chai rwoman of 
the ArtistsSeriesatTemple Beth
EL She was musical director of 
the .Providence Classical Con
certs at Rhode Island College, 
and was a past president of the 
Chopin Club. She was a former 
piano teacher and founder of 
the Rhode Island Fine Arts 
Council. 

She leaves a son, Edward 
Shein of Seekonk, and a sis ter, 
Doris Popkin of Hallandale. 

The funeral service was held 
April 16 a t Mount Sinai Memo
rial Chapel, 825 Hope St., Provi
dence. 

SONJA (DALEZMAN) 
SPIGELMAN 

WESTON, Mass. - Sonja 
(Dalezman) Spigelman, of 65 
Autumn Road, Weston, died 
April 14. She was the wife of the 
late Izak Spigelman. 

She is survived by a son, 
Melvin Spigelman of Yonkers, 
N .Y.; and a daughter, Sara 
GoldmanofWeston,Mass.;and 
grandcmldren, Matthew, Leah, 
David, Elizabeth and Julie. 

Agra veside service was held 
on April 15at Lincoln Park Cem
etery, Warwick. Arrangements 
were by Max Sugarman Memo
rial Chapel, 458 Hope St., Provi
dence. 

Israel Denies Reports 
About Gun-Making Plans 

by Daniel Kurtzman 
WASHINGTON QTA) - Is

rael is denying reports that a 
government-owned weapons 
manufacturer plans to sidestep 
a Clinton administration ban 
and go ahead with plans to arm 
Americans with Uzis. 

Israel Military Industries 
"has no intention and has made 
no decision" to produce modi
fied assault weapons for sale in 
the United States, said Gadi 
Bal tiansky, a spokesman for the 
Israeli Embassy in Wasmngton. 

The Israe li newspaper 
Ha'aretz reported that the com
pany intended to set up a plant 
in the United States to manufac
ture a civilian version of the Uzi 
submacmne gun in a joint op
eration with an American manu
facturer. 

The news report said the Is
raeli manufacturer planned to 
get around the ban by sending 
the blueprints and parts to the 
United States for assembly. 

Baltiansky said Israel mili
tary Industries reached an agree
ment more than a year ago to 
cooperate with an American 
weapons manufacturer, O.F. 
Mossberg & Sons. 

He provided no further de
tai ls about the nature of the joint 
venture, saying only that it 
would help Israel Military In
dustries "to be more active in 
the United States. 

"Obviously, they will do 
notmng which is against the 
law," he added . 

Clinton's executive order was 
intended to close a loophole in a 

(Continued on Page 15) 
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Israel Wary Gold of Gould 
(Continued from Page 1) (Continued from Page 5) 

a way of issuing a statement 
from his jail cell that his confes
sion had been extracted under 
physical and mental duress. 

Hamas, predictably, is propa
gating this denial vigorously. 
The militants have a lso gone a 
step further, accusing the head 
of the Palestinian Authority' 
secret security service, Jibril 
Rajoub, of direct responsibility 
forSharif'smurder-incahoots, 
the organization claims, with 
Israel. 

A_mid these charges and 
countercharges, the Palestinian 
Authority began arresting in 
recent days such key Hamas 
political figures as Abdel Azzis 
a l-Ranti ssi and Ibrahim 
Makadmeh. Palestinian officials 
also rounded up leading mem
bers of another militant move
ment, Islamic Jihad. 

For their part, Israeli officials 
are watching these develop
ments warily - and without 
much rejoicing over the Pales
tinians' open rift. 

Some officials stress that for 
all their reservations about Pal
estinian Authority Chairman 
Yasser Arafat, they want him to 
beat back any challenge to his 
authority from the fundamen
talist opposition, which is im
placably opposed to any politi
cal accommodation with the 
Jewish state. 

Other officials are ambiva
lent because they believe 
Arafat's public confrontation 
with Hamas will have a diplo
matic price tag. 

According to this scenario, 
Prime Minister Benjamin Net
anyahu will hardly be able to 
assert to U.S. Middle East envoy 
Dennis Ross, that the Palestin
ian Authority is not doing its 
utmost to fight terror. 

Netanyahu has reiterated that 
there will be no progress in the 
peace process without a firm 
Palestinian commitment to do 
this. 

But his demand will ring 
somewhathollowasArafatrisks 
his own political support by con
fronting Hamas head-on and by 
appearing to be aligned with Is
rael against the fundamentalists 
in the matter of Sharif's death. 

The Americans long ago 
adopted Arafat's claim that 
while he should be expected to 
apply a 100 percent effort in the 
fight against terror, he cannot 
be requir,ed to produce 100 per
cent success - just as the Israe
lis themselves were not able to 
achieve total success when they 
administered all of the West 
Bank and Gaza. 

Meanwhile, for Israelis, who 
have been keeping their guard 
up since Hamas began issuing 
its threats of retaliation, there is 
Ii ttle sense they are benefiting 
from the internecine feud. 

The Hamas threats issued in 
the days before Passover cre
ated a period -of tension - for 
Israeli security personnel and 
civilians alike. 

In the blazing heat of Pass
over week, hundreds of thou
sands of Israelis have taken to 
the beaches and the country
side, and the army and police 
have been stretched thin in an 
effort to provide at least mini
mal protection. 

To help security officials, Is
raeli s have been repeatedly 

called on to do their part by 
keeping an eye out for suspi
cious-looking people or objects. 

Amid these fears of a terror 
attack, a leading member of the 
Saudi royal family has report
edly presented Hamas extrem
ists with $25 million. The funds 
have sparked fears that they will 
be used to underwrite a major 
bombing campaign against Is
rael. 

The Saudi benefactor was not 
named by the Sunday Times of 
London, which reported the 
development, but it is believed 
to be Crown Prince Abdullah, 
heir to the ailing Saudi King 
Fahd . 

Diplomatic sources in Lon
don regard the revelation as 
particularly disturbing because 
it is thought to be the most sig
nificant gift to Hamas by a se
nior official in Saudi Arabia. 

The Sunday Times reported 
that the Ramallah faction of 
Hamas' military wing is plan
ning a terrorist attack against at 
least one target in Israel within 
the next few weeks to avenge 
Sharif's death. 

The report also suggested that 
Hamas founder and spiritual 
leaderSheikAhmed Yassin, cur
rently receiving medical treat
mentinSaudi Arabia, attempted 
to head off the attack by warh
ingthata renewed Hamas bomb
ing campaign could ignite a civil 
war among Palestinians. 

His warning, however, was 
. reportedly ignored by both 
Hamas leaders abroad and by 
young Hamas militants in_ the 
West Bank and Gaza. 

While the bulk of the$25 mil
Ifon Saudi gift has been ear
marked by Hamas militants, 
some of it will reportedly fund 
Hamas socia l-welfare programs 
in the West Bank and Gaza that 
help generate grass-roots sup
port for the organization. 

The paper also reported that 
Hamas is investigating the pos
sibility of investing some of the 
money in Britain, which is a ha
ven for Islamic extremists from 
several Middle Eastern countries. 

(JT A correspondent Douglas 
Davis in London contributed to 
this report.) 

and personality rich in inner re
sources, offering to our art com
munity a glimpse at least of the 
historic wealth of learning, 
knowledge and mystery avail
able to the true student. "They 
put taxonomy, the naming and 
sorting of things, low on the 
university totem pole, but it is 
also what we do as human be
ings that makes us like the Eter
nal." He said something like this, 
quoting from a 19th-century 
source. Scholarly, theatrical and 
magically elfin, Stephen Jay 
Gould signed a few books and 
moved (guided by yours truly) 
to a waiting liveried chauffeur 
and comfortable limousine, en 
route back from our realm to 
his own. 

The last of the season's Presi
dential Lecture Series of the 
Rhode Island School of Design, 
the reading by Professor Gould 
capped the celebration of the 
Nature Lab. I took him through 
this gallery of skulls and skel
etons, living doves and turtles 
among mounted butterflies that 
flew many a springtime ago, a 
great swan that died after many 
a summer, undergrads and re
turning alumni, the stars of the 
current art world, and distin
guished guests, there for the 
buffet and the glittering gather
ing. I had to mix the task of 
showing him around, and yet 
also keeping him from the 
throng that sought his company. 
His last words to the crowd 
were, "Save that nature lab. It's 
a treasure!'.' 

I went over my impressions 
of those moments in that mar
vellous place in my mind 's im
agery. I would sum up his visit 
as difficult but richly reward
ing. He has the quirky quality of 
an eccentric genius, but also the 
gift ofa great one. It is as always 
a privilege to shake hands with 
a renowned figure of your own 
time. Butitisalsoa good way to 
remember the Jewish emphasis 
on being a simple mensch, an 
honest zaddik. I said tci a col
league who met me afterward, 
"Americans call it class. The 
French use the word chic. Jews 
say, be a mensch. It all comes 
down to the same thing." 

Israel Denies Reports 
(Continued from Page 14) 

1994 assault weapons ban through which thousands of foreign
made assault rifles have found their way to American shores. 

Foreign gun manufacturers such as Israel Military Industries 
have been modifying semiautomatic rifles for "sporting purposes" 
in order to evade restrictions. 

In fact, it was Israel's plans to export modified Uzis and Galils 
that prompted congressional scrutiny of the issue. 

Israel had expected to export about 10,000 of the assault weap
ons - worth about $7 million - to the United States during the 
next three to four years, according to Israel Military Industries. 

" ~K7 
Vaad HaKashruth of Rhode Island 

KASHRUT ALERT 
As of April 16, 1998, the Vaad HaKashruth of Rhode ls
land has revoked its Kash rut Certification of Kaplan 's Bak
ery at 756 Hope Street, Providence, Rhode Island, as a 
direct result of material violation(s) by Kaplan's Bakery of 
the conditions for Kashrut certification of the Vaad 
HaKashruth of Rhode Island. 

CLASSIFIED 
GUTTERS 

INSTALLATION, REPAIRS AND CLEANING 
-30 years experience. Call Mr. Gutter, 354-
6725, Providence, 884-0714. 3/5/99 

JOBS WANTED 

PERSONAL COMPANION. for elderly, flex
ible hours, possible weekends, responsible 
and caring, more lhan 20 years experience. 
Call 453-0570. 4/23/98 

SERVICES 

FREE CASH GRANTS College. Scholarships. 
Business, Medical Bills. Never repay. Toll· 
Free 1 (800) 218-9000. ext. G-5308.5/8/98 

Israelis Hails 
Ireland Peace 

by Naomi Segal 
JERUSALEM (JT A) - Israel 

has welcomed the historic peace 
agreement for Northern Ireland. 

Calling the pact a "break
through," Israel's Foreign Min
istry said in a statement that the 
agreement would hopefully end 
decades of bloodshed and terror 
in which "thousands ofinnocent 
people lost their lives." 

The agreement, brokered by 
former U.S. Sen. George Mi tcheU, 
calls for power sharing between 
the region's Protestant majority 
and Catholic minority and for 
increased ties with the Republic 
of Ireland to the south. 

Israeli peace activists hailed 
the accord, sayingitshould serve 
as inspiration for the deadlocked 
Middle East peace process. 

Meretz Party leader Yossi 
Sarid pointed to the extensive 
mediation efforts of the United 
States, which has also been press
ing Israel and the Palestinian Au
thority to break their stalemated 
negotiations. 

Meanwhile, Yitzhak Shamir, 
the former Likud Party prime 
minister, said the accord pro
vided hope that the Israeli-Pal
estinian conflict could also be 
resolved. 

WANTED TO BUY 

COSTUME JEWELRY - Pre-1970s; also 
autographed letters of well-knowns. Please 
call in Fall River (508) 679-1545. 4/16/99 

Send Classbox Correspondence To: 
ClassBox No. 
The R.I. Jewish Herald 
P.O. Box 6063 
Providence, R.I. 02940 

R.I. Jewish Herald classified ads cost S3 for 15 
words or less. Additional words cost 12 cents each. 
Payment must be received by Monday al 4 p.m. 
prior to the Thursday when the ad is scheduled to 
appear. This newspaper will not, knowingly, accept 
any advertising for real estate which is in violation 
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Reflections 
(Continued from Page 4) 

through a messenger, but the 
Holy One blessed be he, alone 
ana in His glory." ls the 
Haggadah really that what we 
need to do after the sacrifice is 
allow G-d to do the work of 
taking us out of bondage? So 
every day of the year that I re
member the Exodus, remember 
my own enslavement and do 
my part then slowly as each 
seder rolls by, I will eventually 
be redeemed . It's a kind of pact 
we have with the Holy One; we 
do our part and He does His. 
What a seder that was even if 
we couldn' t be there. 

Spiegler is a Certified Polarity 
Therapist , registered with advanced 
standing in the American Polarity 
Therapy Association and a student 
and teacher of Jewish Mysticism. 
For information, call (508) 252-
4302 or e-mail <DSpieg5411@aol. 
com>. 

Advertising with the 
Herald Gets Results 

PAULENE JEWELERS 
Appraising • Bead Stringing 

Fine Jewelry Repair 

We Succeed Where Others Fail 
(401) 274-9460 
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Residents Can Give New 
Life to Old Phone Books 

Providence area residents who recycle their Bell Atlantic yellow 
Pages directory could see it again someday, but they may not 
recognize it. 

Providence Public Library's Family 
Place is Creating Readers 

Bell Atlantic gives new life to old directories by recycling tons of 
directories into payment remittance envelopes made from 100 
percent recycled paper, 50 percent of which comes from their old 
phone books. 

"As the largest mailer to residents of the Northeast, we send our 
customers more than 127 million of these envelopes," said John 
Helanar, associate director of environmental issues at Bell Atlantic 
Yellow Pages Company. "The recycled envelopes are a highly 
visible example of a useful product that can be manufactured as a 
result of residential and business recycling programs." 

The average Bell Atlantic directory, which weighs 2.3 pounds, 
produces approximately 400 envelopes. Telephone directories 
make up less than one-half of one percent of waste in landfills, yet 
Bell Atlantic has promoted recycling them into not only envelopes, 
but also insulation, paperboard, tissue, mulch, animal bedding, 
and even new directories. · 

The directories include a new and improved Recycling Guide to 
provide area residents with complete municipal recycling infor
mation. 

Providence area residents can give their old directories new life 
by recycling them in local recycling programs set up in the folJow
ing towns: Barrington, Bristol, Coventry, Cranston, East Green
wich, East Providence, Exeter, Fos ter, Johnston, Providence, 
Scituate, Smithfield, Warren, Warwick, West Greenwich, West 
Warwick, and Seekonk, Mass. Specific drop-off times and loca
tions for community programs also can be found in the Recycling 
Guide. 

Bell Atlantic is the world's largest publisher of Yellow Pages 
shopping directories and marketing information services. Total 
circulation of approximately 600 different directories published in 
the United States and internationa lly exceeds 77 million copies. 
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LAURELMEAD;,, 
Be Heart Healthy 

Bring the Family to ... 
The Heart Healthy Picnic 

for a Day of Fun, Food and Music! 
Place: Laure/mead 

355 Blackstone Boulevard, Providence, RI 
Date: Saturday, May 1 6, 1998 

Time: noon to 3 p.m. Fee: $10 Includes Box Lunch 
Reservations Required: Please call to make 

your reservation before May 5th 
(40 1) 273-9550 Susan Morin or Natalie Maze! 

Laurelm ead Retirem ent Com1'1unity 
. ,. 7,

1
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The Providence Public Li
brary in conjunction with its 
Family Place program recently 
announced a new reading readi
ness program, Creating Read
ers. Creating Read
ers is a research pro
gram that targets 
families with pre
school-age children. 
As a research project, 
under the direction 
of the Middle Coun
try Public Library in 
Centereach, N.Y., statistics will 
be gathered on approximately 
120 families in four locations, 
which include si tes on Long Is
land, N .Y., Hartford, Conn., and 
Providence, R.I. 

Are Your 
Memories Packed 

in Shoeboxes 
and Envelopes? 
On May 2, scrapbooking en

thusiasts across the country will 
celebra te National Scrapbook Day 
- an annua l event that teaches 
the importance of documenting 
and preserving family photos and 
stories in safe, meaningful and 
creative scrapbook albums. 

The community is invited to 
regi s ter for Rhode Island's 
event, to take placeatthe Ameri
can Legion Post #15 in East 
Greenwich from 9:30 a.m. to 4 
p.m. During the workshop, Cre
ative Memories instructors will 
assist participants in s tarting 
their scrapbook photo albums. 
Participants will learn how to 
organize and preserve their pho
tographs, memorabilia, and 
family stories in a creative for
mat while enjoying the camara
derie of other scrapbooki ng en
thusiasts from around the state. 

The all-day event is $20, 
which includes lunch. A half
day option is avai lable for $10. 
Pre-registration is required . 

The event is sponsored by a 
group of Rhode Island-based 
Creative Memories instructors. 
For more information, call Mary · 
Farnsworthat737-0610ore-mail 
her at <phototips@aol.com>. 

IF You DoN'T KNow ENOUGH ABOUT DOORS. 
IF You DoN'T KNow ENOUGH ABOUT FRAMES. 

· IF You DoN'T KNow ENOUGH ABOUT HARDWARE. 

Total Openings People 

BuT You WANT TO FIND OuT! 

It's simple. Just Ask Us. 

COLUMBUS 
The Commercial Entry Door 

And Hardware Specialist 
"Quality at a Better Price!" 

COLUMBUS DOOR COMPANY 
CALL US TODAY 781-7792 

1884 Elmwood Ave., Warwick, RI 02888 
\ 

The goal is to stimulate pre
school children's interest in 
reading and to contribute in 
achieving the national goal that 
every 8-year-old be able to read. 

This program will 
work with a selected 
group of parents and 
children as they pre
pare to enter kinder
garten. The library 
staff, in cooperation 
wi th the Providence 
School Department, 

will provide support and train
ing on the development of a 
reading environment in the 
home. This creation of a print
rich home environment along 
wi th encouragement to use the 

public library and its resourc, 
will provide a bridge as the chi! 
gets ready to enter school inSef 
tember 1999. 

Families participating in th 
Creating Readers program forn 
a partnership with the library. J 
Parent / Library Compact i: 
formed and officially signed bJ 
parents and librarian to seal tht 
partnership. In celebration o, 
National Library Week, the firsl 
ceremonial signing takes place 
on April 24 at 12:30 p.m. at the 
Knight Memorial Branch of the 
Providence Public Library. Par
ents interested in more informa
tion or registering for Creating 
Readers should call the Creating 
Readers coordinator a t455-8035. 

Beautify Your Town With 
Free Tree Seedlings 

The Rhode Island Tree Counci l, in partnership with the 
National Tree Trust, has baby trees for the asking. These seedlings 
are available to individuals or organizations that will plant the 
young trees on public property. 

The seedlings include evergreens and hardwoods and are be
tween 6- and 12-inches high. 

The seedlings can be planted in any public area such as parks, 
schools, town lands or public rights of ways. The size of the 
planting area makes no difference. The trees could be planted in 
ones, twos or even hundreds to create an urban forest in your 
community. 

Tree planting is enjoyable and people of all ages can assis t with 
the plantings. Local organizations such as Boy Scouts, school 
groups, or garden clubs can organize planting teams. Indi viduals 
can request the trees to plant in conjunction with a public project. 

The Rhode Island Tree Counci l is a non-profit citizen's group 
dedicated to sustaini ng, improving and expanding urban and 
community tree resources. 

For more information, contact Norma Willis of the Tree Council 
at 353-3644 or 423-1828. 

Memorial Hospital Invites High School 
Students to Learn About Nursing 

High school students interested in a career in health care are 
invited to attend an Explorer Post meeting at Memorial Hospital of 
Rhode Island on May 5 at 7 p.m. in the Sayles 1 Conference Room. 

Janice Ford, R.N., Rh.onda Iacobucci, R.N., and Karen Doherty 
Quinn, R.N., of Memorial's Professional Development Depart
ment will present an overview of careers in nursing. Flexible career 
ladders in nursing allow nurses to plan their careers according to 
their own needs and interests. 

The Health Care E_xplorer Post meets monthly at Memorial. At 
each session, representatives from a medical program or service 
discuss the educational requirements and career opportunities for 
their specialty. Students have the opportunity to visit the depart
ment and see firsthand the responsibilities and rewards of a career 
in health care. For information, call Gail Mastrati at 729-2320. 
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Sportswear 

and Knits ... 
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650 Oaklawn Avenue 
Cranston, Rhode Island 

401 ·946-3522 
f\Aonday- Wednesday, Friday 9:30--5:30 
Thursday 9:3(HI, Saturday 9:30-5 
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ISRAEL'S IFTIETH ANNIVERSARY 
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jlsrael: A History' 
by Martin Gilbert 

April 1998 
William Morrow, New York, 

750 pages 
The creation of the state of 

Israel in 1948 was such a star
tling development that it was 
greeted as "a milestone in the 
history of the world." When one 
of the early immigrants to Pal
estine wrote in 1882 that "the 
final goa l is eventually to gain 
control of Palestine and to re
store to the Jewish people the 
political independence of which 
it has been deprived for two thou
sand years," he had to qualify it 
with the words, "Don' t laugh, 
this is no illusion." 1n his newest 
book,lsrael: AHiston;(April 1998, 
William Morrow), historian Mar
tin Gilbert tells how the "illu
sion" became reality. And,as "ev
eryday brings a new twist to the 
main themes of Israel's history," 
it is a saga that is essential to 
anyone's understanding of the 
contemporary world. 

What emerges in Gilbert's 
compassionate portrait is a vi
brant society, sometimes riven 
by tensions between - and 
within - ethnic groups and 
ideological positions, while also 
being subjected to violence. 

No other nation in history 
has been founded on such high 
ideals, nor overcome such 
dreadful hardships, nor faced 
such high expectations, as the 

State of Israel. In 1921, at a tree 
planting on the site of the future 
Hebrew University, Winston 
Churchill said, "We owe to the 
Jews a system of ethics which, 
even if it were entirely sepa
rated from the supernatural, 
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would be the most precious pos
session of mankind." Gilbert 
accomplishes far more than a 
survey of Israel's first 50 years. 
He begins his account of the 
struggle to create the state with 
its beginnings in the 19th-cen
tury Zionist movement and the 
first pioneers, who contended 
with hostile Arab neighbors and 
endemic malaria to found Jew
ish settlements in a harsh land, 
fulfilling a 2,000-year-old dream . 

The history is also a story of 
individuals, including Theodor 
Herzl, a Huni,-;i ri,rn-born Jew 

who founded the World Zionist 
Organization in 1896, tirelessly 
worked for a Jewish State, orga
nized the First Zionist Congress 
in 1897, and drove himself to an 
ea rly grave w ith overwork. 
Other figu res who Gilbert brings 
to life are Chaim Weizmann, a 
Russian Jew who attended the 
Second Congress in 1898 and 
went on to become Israel's first 
president; a young Russian im
migrant named David Gruen 
who nearly died of malaria in 
1906, and who, as David Ben
Gurion, "was to play the lead
ing part both in the establish
ment of a Jewish State forty two 
years later, and in its growth 
and preservation," and a Rus
sian immigrant to Israei'by way 
of Milwaukee, named Gold ie 
Mabovitch - Golda Meir. 

Gilbert' s detailed and ex
tremely readable account covers 
such milestones as the Balfour 
Declaration of 1917, in which the 
British became the first nation to 
support a "National Horne for 
the Jewish People" in Palestine, 
and the subsequent British Man
date government fo llowing 
World War I. Gilbert's descrip
tion of the War of Independence 
- the first of five wars fought by 
Israel for its survival - com
bines military, social, and diplo
matic history into a riveting nar
rative of heroism on one hand 
and cowardice on the other. 

u 
College Hill 
Book Store 

Congratulations Israel on its 50th Anniversary -
the Staff at College Hill Book Store 

run n THOMA S l . FRIEDMAN .... , , ., , ... ,,,,.,,,,, .. .,,, . 

Simon & Schuster Editions 

Israel: 
A Photobiography 

Photographs by 
Micha Bar-Am 

Essay by 
Thomas L. Friedman 

Commemorating Israel's 50th 
anniversary, this stunning volume 
combines remarkable p ic tures 
by Israel's foremost photographer 
with a thoughtful reflection 
on Israe li life by the prizewinning, 
best-selling author of From 
Beirut to Jerusalem. 

• Special o rders and text 
orders accepted 

• Open until midnight every night 
• 25% off a ll N.Y. Times 

hardcover best-sellers 

252 Thayer Street, Providence, RI (401) 751-6404 

'I Am My 
Brother's Keeper' 
American Volunteers in Israel's War for Independence 

1947-1949 
by Jeffrey Weiss a11d Craig Weiss 
Schiffer Military History Press, 

1998, 287 pp. 

by Commander 
Jonathan A. Panitz 
U.S. Navy, chaplain, 
U.S. Naval Academy 

I A111 My Brother's Keeper, 
chronicles the involvement and 
perils faced by North Ameri
cans of aU faiths who witnessed 
and shared the horror of the 
Holocaust and yearned for the 
rebirth oflsrael, a safe haven for 
Jews of the world. The exploits 
of lovers of Zion, and support
ers of the Jewish state who 

scribes British attempts to pre
vent immigration and theclever 
schemes to circumvent their 
para-military actions. 

A diversion into the work of 
the Haga.nah on the eve of Arab 
invasion after the United Nations 
partition plan sets the stage for 
the following chapters. Anecdotal 
accounts retell the life of Cana
dian Air Ace George Beurling, a 
non-Jew,and his recruitment into 
the fledgling Israeli Air Force. An 
entire chapter is devoted to the 
birth of Service Airways, the sup
ply arm of the Haga.nah, and its 
field operations. 

I Am My Brother's Keeper con
tains anecdotal and historical 

fought in Israel's ,------------------, 
war for indepen-
dence are graphi
cally portrayed in 
this labor of love. 

The American 
sp irit has always 
prized freedom 
and democracy. 
From Zionists like 
Mickey Marcu s, 
grad ua te o f the 
Military Academy 
at West Point and 
Pa ul Shulman, a 
graduate o f the 
United States Na
val Academy, who 
served w ith dis
tinction during 
World War II, to 
lovers of democ
racy like American 
Indian Jessie Slade 
and Canadian flyer 
Len Fitchett, this 
book is filled with 
the sagas of which 
dreams are made. 

IAMMY 
IBROTHER'S1 

KEEPEE._i 

The history of the Aliyah Bet 
ships, S.S. Abril, S.S. Paducah 
and S.S. Northland, serves as a 
vignette of the life of David 
Guttrnan,a merchant marine sea
man whose loyalties to Israel 
were torn between the Irgun and 
the Stern Group. Tribute is paid 
to David Selznick, the Broadway 
producer, who supported the 
cause,and to Ben Hecht, the play
wright, who wrote "A Flag Is 
Born." Its success on Broadway 
contributed more than a million 
dollars to the Irgun. 

The tragedy o f the S.S. 
Warfield, renamed the Exodus, 
is revealed . The book also de-

information that is guaranteed 
to spark the interest of any reader. 
The birth of the Israeli Air Force 
and its successes in legendary 
dog fights above the Negev 
desert are brought to life. The 
human tragedy is painfully re-
counted even in the midst of the 
glee and glory of the triumph of 
the Israeli military machine. 

Chaplain Jonathan A. Panitz, 
Commander, United States Navy, 
currently serves as the assistant 
command chaplain of the United 
States Naval Academy in Annapo
lis, Md. He is a member of the 
Rabbinical Assembly and has been 
a Nam; chaplain for 16 years. 

Happy Birthday Israel 
As You Celebrate 

50 Y ears of Independence 

Rltotle ls/a11tl Di11i11g 
655 M ain Street , Suite 204 

East Greenwich, Rhode Island 02818 • 886-7000 



THE RHODE ISLAND JEWISH HERALD, THURSDAY, APRIL 23, 1998 

A3 

ISRAEL'S IFTIETH ANNIVERSARY ...... -· .................. .. • ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

'Israel: A Photobiography' 
The First 50 Years 

by Micha Bar-Am, 
Essay by Thomas L. Friedman 

Februan; 1998, Simon & Schuster 
Editions, $40, 150 photographs 

Born of chaos and longing 
and plagued by a life of conflict, 
the state of Israel rejoices over 
its first half-century of history 
this year. Israel : A Photobiography 
will capture the events, both 
persona l and political, that have 
shaped Israel's 50 years in a com
pelling fashion. 

Showcasing the life's work of 
the nation's influential photog
rapher, Micha Bar-Am, and with 
a powerful essay by Thomas L. 
Friedman, Pulitzer Prize-win
ning journalist provides a pro
found reflection on the charac
ter of Israeli history and Israeli 
life. 

In the photojournalistic tra
dition of masters like Robert 
Capa, former New York Times 
photo correspondent Micha Bar
Am documents the compelling 
evolution oflsrael, from the War 
of Independence in 1948 to the 
assassination of Yitzhak Rabin 
in 1995 and up to today. The 

photographs capture Israel's 
tumultuous history: the horrible 
drama of the Yorn Kippur 
War; the tragedy of a Paris
Tel Aviv flight hijacked by 
terrorists; the heated dem
onstrations over the poli
tics of the Gaza Strip, 
Mount Sinai, and the West 
Bank; the affliction of the 
prisoners of the Six Day 
War; and the courage of 
leaders, like David Ben
Gurion, Moshe Dayan, 
Golda Meir, Shimon Peres, 
and Yitzhak Rabin. 

At the same time, Israel: 
A Photobiography docu
ments the quieter moments 
of daily life: the traditions 
of a Greek Orthodox wed
ding; a farmer and owner 
of the only taxi in the vil
lage of Metulla taking a 
break in his stark kitchen; 
and an impromptu conver
sation among Polish and 
Russian immigrant moth
ers with their babies living 
on a kibbutz. 

Bar-Am's photos illuminate 
the tension intertwined with the 
existence of Israel, the struggle 
to maintain normal life in the 

middle of a battlefield. And so 
we see a soldier standing by the 

Western Wall in utter calm, but 
with bullets draped over his 
shoulders like a prayer shawl. 
Serene nuns walk by makeshift 

jlsrael: SO Years' 
As Seen by Magnum Photographers 

Aperture 
March 1998, 256 pages 

"Look at thesefaces, look 
at the ei;es of the children: 
they reflect Jewish his/on/ s 
desperate and noble 
struggle for hope and re
demption." - Elie Wiesel 

Israel's struggles and 
the life and culture of its 
people have been well 
documented in Israel: 50 
Years. Many of the book's 
memorable images 
alerted the world to the 
unfolding drama of a 
new nation as it began in 
the late 1940s; others, 
taken as recently as yes
terday, capture the youth 
of contemporary Israel, 
members of a new gen
eration who want to 
move beyond old con
flicts. Organized by de
cade, the text is written 
by the photographers 
themselves, who remi

Miriam is the first child born to Eliezer Trito, a member of the 
extraordinary Italian Jewish community described by David Seymour 
(1951). She is dressed in a traditional Italian baptismal robe. Photos and text 
©Magnum photos from Israel: Fifty Years, As Seen by Magnum Photographers, Aperture, 
N.Y., 1997. 

nisce about the turbulent 
events they covered and the 
memorable people they encoun
tered throughout the chaotic first 
50 years of Israel's statehood. 

Israel: Fifty Years captures the 
many aspects of the unique na
tion of Israel in unforgettable 
pictures. Robert Capa, Inge 
Morath, Eliot Erwitt, and Micha 

Front Cover Photo 
Ida Silverman with 

Justice Louis Brandeis 
in 1939. Photo courtesy of 

R. I. Jewish Historical Society 

Bar-Am are among the world
famous photojournalists who 
recorded the daily life, the joys, 
and the sorrow of Israel's vi-. 
brant people as well as the ex
traordinary development of the 
nation itself. 

The Magnum archives in
clude some of the most percep
tive and.powerful images of this 
historic half-century. From its 
tenuous beginning to the present 
day, Israel as been a special as
signment for Magnum. Found
ing members Robert Capa and 
David Seymour were themselves 
Jewish emigres from central Eu-

rope whQ shared enormous en
thusiasm for the struggle of 
Israel's new arrivals and covered 
their story with deep affection; 
while fellow founding member 
George Rodger focused his lens 
upon the Arab exiles on Israel's 
borders, questioning the price of 
Jewish victory. 

Israel: Fifty Years: As Seen by 
Magnum Photographers was the 
official supporting publication 
for "Hear, 0 Israel," one of the 
inaugural events in the United 
States devoted to celebrating the 
50th Annniversary of the State 
of Israel. 

walls set up in Jerusalem to di
vide the ci ty along religious 

lines. 
With an artistic and 

perceptive eye, Bar-Am 
brings to life the individu
als behind the events that 
shaped Israel's history. 
The innocent faces of three 
hopeful young sabras in 
1954 -one of w horn on] y 
13 years later would be 
killed in a war. The pain
ful expression of parents 
accepting battle decora-

tions awarded posthumously to 
their son. 

Complementing these spec
tacular and moving photos, 
Friedman's provocative essay 
explores the implications of 
Israel's first 50 years and the 
nation's powerful struggle be
tween its past and its future. 

A major exhibition in con
junction with the publication of 
Israel: A Photobiogrnphy will be 
on view at the International 
Center of Photography in New 
York City through May 31. 

Photos from Israel: A Photobiography, Simon & Schuster, 1998 

New at the 
Brown University Bookstore 

Israel: A Photobiography The First Fifty Years 

published by Simon & Schuster 

Israel: A Photobiography features pictures taken over 
the course of the country's history by Micha Ben-Am, 
Israel's foremost photographer, and includes essays by 

Thomas L. Friedman, author of From Beirut to 
Jerusalem. A fascinating, eloquent, and utterly absorb

ing book, one to cherish for years to come. 

2" Tba:ru St. • Pro.«dc.neie JU 02911 
Moo-Sat 9-6 • Fri tiU 9 • Sw,, 11-5 
401 -863·3161 • 100-695 - 2050 

Mtp://book1tore.brown.edu 
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Message From Ezer Weizman 
The President of The State of Israel 

The State of Israel is celebrating the jubilee of its independence this year. Over the past 50 years, 
despite all the internal and external difficulties, we have built an outstanding country. Concurrently, 
we have had extraordinary success in meeting the Zionist challenge of absorbing immigrants from 
all over the world. 

In the past few years we have absorbed 750,000 Jews from the former Soviet Union and another 
80,000 from Ethiopia. They make an important contribution to our society and to the country. 
Unfortunately, not all our Jewish brethren have come to Israel. To you, our brothers and sisters in the 
Diaspora, I say- the gates of the State are open to you; our air and sea ports are open; our hearts and 
our arms are open to welcome you. Come and realize the Zionist dream together with us in Israel. 

Upon achieving independence, Israel's population was 600,000. Since then, it has grown tenfold, 
the nearly 6 million, including more than 1 million Arab citizens enjoying equal rights. This is a very 
diverse society, but despite its many contrasts, loyalty to the state is shared by all. 

During this century, the Jewish people experienced one of the most terrible events in its history, 
the Holocaust in Europe, but also reached one of its most impressive achievements-the creation of 
the national home in Israel, turning Israel into the center of world Jewry and reviving the Hebrew 
language, which had not been forgotten during 2 millennia of exile. 

Today we enjoy quiet borders and peaceful relations with Egypt and Jordan, and we have hopes 
of a peace settlement with the Palestinians. In the Declaration of the Establishment of the State of 
Israel, we state that we "extend our hand to all neighboring states and their peoples in an offerof peace 
and good neighborliness and are prepared to do our share in a common effort for the advancement 
of the entire Middle East." This call is, of course, still valid today. It is my hope that we shall renew 
the peace negotiations with Syria and Lebanon and establish diplomatic relations with all the 
countries which as yet have no ties with us. 

When, in retrospect, I contemplate our accomplishments in the past 50 years, I am filled with hope 
and confidence about what Israel will achieve in the coming 50 years. 

Submitted by Consulate General of Israel to New England. 

Message from the Consul 
General of Israel to New England 

On the Occasion of the 50th Anniversary of the State of Israel 

Dear Friends, 
In the early years of the State 

oflsrael, many challenges to the 
nation's very survival arose. 
Reality was that the existence of 
the state could not be taken for 
granted . This was five decades 
ago. Today, this reality had 
changed . The political activism 
and support of Jewish commu
nities from all corners of the 
earth provided the necessary aid 
to those in Israel who battled 
fiercely, sparing no sacrifice, to 
preserve the young country and 
its people. 

Throughout the years, Israel 

has grown and prospered from 
a society that plowed and wa
tered fields with manual toil to 
one that has developed innova
tive methods of computerized 
irrigation systems, from small 
development towns to bustling 
cities, from simple industries to 
the fast paced and competitive 
hi-tech industry. The young 
state has earned its place among 
the world's leading nations. 

In retrospect, the 20th cen
tury will be remembered as a 
century of bloodshed, turmoil, 
military conflicts, rise and fall of 
mighty empires and the creation 

Greetings 
As you celebrate 

50 Years of Israel's Independence 

and disappearance of ideolo
gies. The rebirth of the State of 
Israel is one of the victories of 
hope and inspiration that we 
can behold during this century. 

Today, fifty years later we 
are celebrating this momentous 
historical event. I invite you to 
celebrate it with pride because 
we have reasons to be proud, to 
celebrate it with love because 
Israel deserves our affection, to 
celebrate it with hope because 
we will continue to dream and 
see our aspirations for a real 
and durable peace come to frui
tion. 

Let us all cherish the words 
of the Declaration of Indepen
dence, which constitut-e the bea
con of light to be followed: ''The 
State of Israel will devote itself 
to developing the Land for the 
good of all its inhabitants. It will 
rest upon foundations of liberty, 
justice and peace as envisioned 
by the Prophets of Israel." 

Chag Sameach, 
Itzhak Levanon 

Message From 
Benjamin Netanyahu 

Israeli Prime Minister 
This year we celebrate the state of Israel's 50th birthday, a 

landmark in our history. I believe we can be proud of our 
accomplishments in this half century. 

Even before the state was officially declared, we were at
tacked from all sides,and most military experts doubted that the 
new state would survive. But we have not only survived against 
great odds. We have performed what can only be described as 
a modern miracle. We have gathered millions of exiles to our 
land, developed a thriving economy,and attained international 
standing in the sciences and the arts, in technology and in 
agriculture. With resolve and courage we have proved again 
and again that we can defend ourselves against all enemies. 

These achievements have convinced our neighbors of our 
permanence in the region. Egypt and Jordan have signed peace 
treaties with us, we have established relations with other Arab 
countries, and started a peace process with our Palestinian 
neighbors. 

There are few sacrifices and concessions Israel is unwilling 
to make to achieve peace with all its neighbors. But a funda
mental requirement must be satisfied : security. 

This should have been self-evident. The very definition of 
peace includes the absence of violence and war. 

Yet many expect Israel to withdraw from areas that are the 
cradle of Jewish civilization, to relinquish control over strate
gic assets, and to leave itself vulnerable to attack despite the 
absence of any credible assurance of security. This we cannot 
do. To treat the matter of security lightly is to abdicate our 
responsibilities as a government. Jews everywhere must re
main united in demanding that security be an integral, indis
pensable component of the peace process. 

Ever since the struggling days of the state's beginning, unity 
has been our invaluable weapon. And whenever cracks seem 
to appear in this bond, we prove time and again that in times 
of trouble or when facing a national challenge we set aside our 
differences and act as one people. 

The bond between Israel and the Diaspora is vital to our 
survival. It is what gives the Jewish people strength in the 
present and confidence in the future. 

Not every goal has been attained, not every challenge has 
been met. As we mark 100 years of modem Zionism and enter 
Israel's 50th year we must not lose sight of the purpose of 
Zionism: the ingatheringof the Jewish people in the Jewish State. 

With Israel's economy developing at an extraordinary pace 
and with its standard of living approaching that of the most 
advanced nations, there is every reason for Jews everywhere to 
consider aliyah. I am certain that a majority of the Jewish 
people will be living in Israel by the time we celebrate the 
state's 60th anniversary. 

We shall also widen the circle of peace to encompass all our 
neighbors, narrow the socio-economic gaps in our society, and 
resolve the differences between our religious streams. 

Let us not rest on our laurels. But let us also view our 
magnificent achievements with pride, and feel confident that 
we will successfully face all challenges and overcome all 
obstacles. 

We are one people, united forever by faith, history and a 
shared destiny. With best wishes for HagSameach from Jerusa
lem, Israel's eternal capital. 

Sincerely, 
Benjamin Netanyahu 

Submitted by the Consulate General of Israel to New England 
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Congressman 
Patrick J. Kennedy 800 Reservoir Avenue, Cranston, RI 
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Tel Aviv Museum Recalls Where Israel Began 
Ask most residents of Tel 

Aviv how to reach Indepen
dence Hall, and you'll probably 
be told it's in Phi ladelphia. 
That's because Tel Aviv's old 
art museum entered immorta l
ity only briefly, one Friday af
ternoon in May 1948, as David 
Ben Gurion' s choice for the site 
of the new State of Israel's Dec
laration of the Independence. 
The 32-minute ceremony, secret 
until the la~t moment for fea r of 
sabotage, concretized the No
vember 1947 resolution of the 
United Nations to divide Brit
ish-run Palestine into separa te 
Jewish and Arab states. The lo
cation and drama surrounding 
the ceremony are poignantly 
recalled a half century later by 
visitors to w hat is now ca lled 
Independence Hall. Built in 
1911, just after Tel Aviv was 
founded, as ho m e o f Meir 
Dizengoff, the city's fi rst mayor, 
the building was enlarged into 
Tel Aviv's Bauhaus-style art 
museum in 1936. With theopen
ing of a new Tel Aviv Art Mu
seum in 1959, the old building 
briefly became Tel Aviv's Bible 
Museum, then fell into d isuse 
until a government decision in 
1979 to restore it to exactly how 
it had appeared on that one fate
ful day 30 years earlier. 

With the entire country 
marking its 50th 

Anniversary, more and 
more Israelis, and 

tourists, too, are finding 
their way to this simple 
and elegant structure on 

Tel Aviv's patrician 
where, for 32 minutes, 
50 years ago, one of the 

most extraordinary 
dramas in human history 

reached its climax. 

"This is where Gold a sat," 
proclaims ltzik Dror, thumping 
one of the dozen chairs which 
front the dais, "and Ben Gurion 
stood there. Dror is one of a 
team of young actors who guide 
visitors through the building, a 
stark contrast with the hlgh-tech 
sophistication of most other his
toric sites in Israel. 

It's the building's lack of for
mality whlch may explain why 

· so few Israelis come here-pre
fer r ing to remember their 
country's rebirth at more im
posing sites in Jerusalem such 
as the Knesset, Mount Herzl, 
the Western Wall, even Yad 
Vashem, Israel's national me
morial of the Holocaust. But 
with the entire cou ntry mark
ing its 50th Anniversary, more 
and more Israelis, and tourists, 
too, are finding their way to this 
simple and elegant structure on 
Tel Aviv's patrician, tree-lined 
Rothschild Boulevard where, for 

32 minutes, 50 years ago, one 
of the most extraordinary 
d ramas in human history 
reached its climax. 

Visitors wander through 
galleries housing an exhibit 
on Israel' s War of Indepen
dence, but soon they' re back 
in the main hall itself. Dror 
explains the unique circum
stances leading up to the dec
laration. "President Truman 
sent messages to David Ben 
Gurion, leader of Palestine's 
Jews, urging him to d elay for 
six months. The British told 
him to wa it, too. Even Ben 
Gurion's own military advis
ers told him the new state 
would have only a 50- 50 
chance of survival. But, after 
2,000 years, after 50 years of 
organized Zionism, and after 
the greatest Holocaust the 
world had ever known, Ben 
Gurion insisted theopportu-
nity must not be missed." 

And, like a theater director 
setting a stage, Dror describes 
the trappings of the day itself. 
The borrowed furnishings, 
and the draping of what was 
to become the Israeli flag, off
set by the museum's prized 
old masters framed on its 
walls. The members of the 
Palestine Philharmonic Orches
tra arrayed on the upper level, 
ready, at the right signal, to play 
"Hatikvah," the Jewish national 
anthem. The arguments sur
rounding the actual content of 
the d eclaration, resolved less 
than half hour before the cer
emony was to begin. The dis
pute about what the new coun
try would actually be called. The 
empty piece of parchment the 

I • - -

THE PROCLAMATION CHAMBER of Independence Hall, on Tel Aviv's Rothschild Boulevard has 
been restored to exactly how it appeared on May 14, 1948. It was there and then, that David Ben 
Gurion, standing beneath the portrait of Zionism's founder, Theodor Herzl, declared the State of 
Israel, 1,878 years after the Romans expelled the Jews from their homeland. 

participan ts would sign- even
tually to be appended to the dec
laration, elegant and etched by a 
calligrapher. 

Then he flicks a switch, and 
visitors are transported back to 
May 14, 1948. David Ben 
Gurion's emotionless, staccato 
voice proclaims Israel' s inde
pendence, its goals, its dreams, 
its desire for peace with the Ar-

Photo courtesy of Israel MiuistnJ of Tourism 

abs. He ends with the spartan 
phrase "Zeh Medinat Yisrael 
(Thlsis theStateoflsrael)!" Next, 
Tel Aviv's chief rabbi, his voice 
tearful and cracking, recites the 
age-old prayer, the Shech
enyanu, thanking the A-mighty 
for "bringing us to thls time." 
The tape is thin and crackly, and 
one can sense the tension and 
emotions that inevitably seared 

through the r~~~ in 1948. 

For fu rther information, call the 
Israel M inistry of Tourism Info 
Center at 888-77-ISRAEL, or e
mail to <icenter@imot.org >. 
Tourism information on Israel is 
also available by visiting the Min
istry ofTourism's North Ameri
can Web-Site: <www. goisrael. 
com>. 

May 21st at 8 p.m. 

GALA 1 98 
with 

World Renowned Performer 

Theodore Bike/ 
at Mechanics Hall 

"An Evening of Entertainment" 
Concert tickets go on_sale April 1st. 

Tickets are $25.00 per person 
Student tickets are $18.00 per person 

To order by mall, send a self-addressed, stamped envelope to: 
M. T. Plante Ticket Agency • 321 Main Street, Worcester, MA 01608 

To charge, call M.T. Plante at (508) 752-0888 ($2 per ticket handling charge) 

Patron Tickets at $75 per person include pre-concert reception and 
preferred seating. To order call SSDS at (508) 799-7888 

Solomon Schechter Day School of Worcester 
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Ida Silverman 
by Dr. Alene F. Silver 

If one had to name a single 
Rhode Island individual who 
most advanced the cause of Zi
onism and Israel, it would surely 
be Ida Silverman. 

For more than 20 years before 
the state of Israel was founded, 
she traveled throughout the 
United States, Canada, the Brit
ish Isles, Europe, Sou th America, 
Austra lia and New Zealand, 
speaking movingly in behalf of 
Eretz Israel, and raising money 
for the cause. 

In particular she focused on 
cities within the (then) British 
Empire because she wanted to 
move public opinion iJ1 favor of 
the Balfour Declaration (1917) 
which stated that Britain was in 
favor of a Jewish homeland in 
Palestine. Thus she visited many 
cities in England,Scotland, Wales 
and Australia. [.n 1944 in Perth, 

in the history of Zionism. Su
preme Court Justice Louis Bran
d eis, the most ou ts tanding 
American Zionist, was her friend, 
and told hernot to despair when 
she was attacked by anti-Zionist 
American Jews. He consoled her 

· by saying she could consider that 
she had achieved greatness be
ca use she had achieved enemies. 

David Ben-Gurion, the first 
Prime Minister of Israel, wrote 
to her in 1962 to congratulate her 
on her 80th birthday. He wrote 
"Your record of achievement on 
behalf of our people is unique. 
Your community is truly fortu
nate to have had a person of your 
devotion and calibre among its 
leaders." 

In 1948 amid all the turmoil of 
Israel's W aroflndependence, Ida 
was in Israel, as usual. This time 
she co-headed an American del
egation with U.S. Congressman 

Ida Silverman around 1900. 

Australia, a newspaper article 
reporting her speech remarked, 
"Many men regard it as boring 
to hear a woman make a speech 
but even the most prejudiced 
anti-feminist couldn't fail to be 
moved by the masterly presen
tation of the case ... which th.is 
gifted woman presented." 

When anti-Palestine propos
als were made to establish a Jew
ish homeland in tropical Surinam 
(Dutch Guiana) Ida journeyed to 
South America to investigate the 
situation in Surinam, and wrote 
a full report rejecting the pro
posal. 

She visited Palestine and later 
lsrael almost every year, and was 
a friend of many famous people 

Emanuel Celler of New York. 
They were surveying the needs 
of the Israeli Red Cross (Red 
Magen David) such as ambu
lances and medicine. Th.is was in 
preparation for a nation-wide 
drive in the United States on be
half of the Israeli organization. 

Ida was married to Archibald 
Silverman, who was himself a 
prominent community leader. 
Both Sil verrnans ernigra ted sepa
rately from eastern Europe and 
came to Providence at the end of 
the 19th century. They met in 
Providence and were married in 
1900. Archibald became a suc
cessful businessman and helped 
Ida financially and encouraged 
her enthusiastically in her work. 

IDA AND ARCHIBALD SILVERMAN in 1959 at their Channing Street residence in Providence. 
Photos courtesy of R.l. Jewish His torical SociehJ 

The following letters, to the late Mrs.Archibald Silverman, were written by former Israeli Prime 
Minister David Ben-Gurion. They are housed at the R.I. Jewish Historica I Society in Providence. 

Jerusalem, 21st October, 1962. 
No. 3/3565. 

Mrs. Archibald Silverman, 
25 Channing Avenue, 
Providence 6, 
Rhode Island, 
U.S.A. 

Dear Mrs. Silverman, 
I was indeed pleased to hear that you are in good health and will be celebrating your 

eightieth birthday soon. Your record of achievement on behalf of our people is unique, and 
your community is truly fortunate to have had a person of your devotion and calibre among 
its leaders. 

Mrs. Ben-Gurion and I regret to learn that you are not well-we wish you good health and 
many years of continued activity. 

Mayl0,1970 

To Mrs. Archibald Silverman: 

Sincerely yours, 
D. Ben-Gurion 

"I join you with all my heart in your prayer to go to your and our &me as soon as possible, 
and will be happy to meet you and to be your guide in all places you want to visit- and, please, 
come as soon as possible." 

David Ben-Gurion 
Prime Minister 

fllformation regarding Ida Silverman and photograplis nre courtesy of the 
Rhode lsla11d Jewis/, 1-listorical Associntio11 arcliives. 
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Meeting Sunday to Mark Jewish State 
CELEBRATION 
DANCE - BENEFIT 

Tuesday evening, May 25th. Save the date. Rhode1-on-the-Paw-
1tuxet is the place . 

Don't misa the big B~nefit Ba ll under the au1pice1 of Th e 
Young Progressive Beneficial_A ssociation. 

Rally lo the support or our Jewish bretl>ron in Israel. This is 
OUR Call to Arms. This is OUR chance lo share in the defense 
or the new Israel. All proceeds From this Ball go lo the support 
of Haga:nah, the Jewish National A rmy, in its heroic de fense of 
the new J ewish State, The Republic of Israel. 

Come and celebrate with us, and rejoice and dance as did our 
people of old. Celebrate the re-birth pf the J ewish nation. A 
home-land of its own is now a reality, the dreams and hopea of 
Jews for over 2000 years are rea·li zing fulfillment before our eyea. 
For this they have kepi faith with their forefathers, for t his un
told generations have suffered and died. The _million, upon mil, 
lions or martyred dead bid us meet the challenge today. We can
not, we must no.t fail them, nor our heroic brethren alive t<~.-:ay in 
Israel, w ho are building tb~ nation, under great stress and stu
pendous difficulties, building a nation to endure and prosper, a 
Homeland, at long last, for ours and every future generation. A 
Homel and which needs and deserves and welcomes the faith and · 
support of all Jewry . · 

H e lp us make this a rea l gal a cele bration, enjoy yourselves 
with us while you dance -to the music of Tommy Ma.Ho, and let 
our proceeds swell the funds for the great and preuing needs of 
the new Israel, as it takes its place among the great nations of the 
world today. 

Remember the date, May 25th at 8 P. M. COME bring your. 
families and fr iends,--but even if you ca.nnot come- buy all the 
tickets you can . Jsrael's n eed is great,--· we WILL NOT FAIL 
HER. 

Tickets $1.20- on sale at Rhodes, or phone Mr. Lazarua al 
Gaspee 9078,--Mr. Grossman a,t Stuart 2087,--or Mr. Troston· 
off at Gaspee 0872, and tickets will be cheerfully delivered to 
yoll. 

Ticket& alao ·available at- door: 

The above pieces appeared in the Rhode Island 
Jewish Herald on May 14 & 21, 1948. 

ADLER POLLC£K ®.SHEEHAN 
Solutions at Law 

"Celebrating Israel's 50th" 

AP®.S 

Congratulations! 

2300 Hospital Trust Tower 
Providence, RI 02903 
(401) 274-7200 

R. I. Jewry will salute the pro
visional government ot the Jew
ish State at a mass meeting this 
Sunday evening, at 8 o'clock, ln 
_the Sheraton-Biltmore Hotel, It 
was announced this week by 
Frank Licht, of the Zionist Emer
gency Council, sponsoring organ
ization of the demonstration. 

Mrs. Archibald Silverman, not
ed Zionist leader, will be the 
principle speaker o! the evening. 
Others who will talk include Mr. 
Licht, Alter Boyman, Rabbi Mor: 
rls G. Silk, and other leaders in 
Zionist work. 

Admission is tree and there 
will be no solicitations. 

Meanwhile in Palestine, Jew
ish leaders are preparing to pro
claim a Jewish nation immediate
ly a!ter the end o! the British 
mandate at 12:01 a . m. Saturday. 

Tel Aviv reported that this pro
clamation may take the !orm of 
the American Declaration of In
dependence. 

From the Rhode Island 
Jewish Herald archives: 

These articles are just a sam
pling of the many which made 
front page headlines in the May 
1948 issues of the R1 Jewish Her
ald. The Jewish communi ty of 
Rhod e Isla nd acted quickly 
upon the arrival of the grand 
news of Israel's Independence. 

This special issue commemo
rates Israel's 50th Anniversary 
as well as the Rhode Island Jew
ish community's actions during 
the historic event. 

Tara V. Lisciandro 
Herald Editor 

Need Land for · 
~~w lm_migrants 

Grea t lnt Crcst - In the Sefcr 
H amct.lipuh Dinner scheduled for 
Tuesday, June 9, i s being m ani
fes ted t hroughout Rhode I sland, 
ii was a nnou ncc'd this week a t a 
workers' mee ting he ld ut t h e 
S heraton-JJl llmorc H ote l. 

The hlrl h o f the"~J ewish State 
has evoked a desi re on the part 
of you ng and old l o show n f eel
ing o f solldal"i t y w ith !he heroic 

defenders of 1 he land. The rap id 
i nflu x ·of immig ra nt s int o Israel, 
from Cyprus and DP Ca mps 
ra ises a g rave pr oblem. J ack 
Hosenhla t t. cha irma n of the It I. 
commlll c..•e, said this week. "We 
m ust provide la nd /or t heir sCl· 
Ucmc n1 a t once". 

-M ax Leach and Mrs, Samuel 
Michaelson a re co-~ha'l~en 

Catering By 

1~1 
Happy Birthday Israel 

50 Years of Independence 
1800 Post Road 

W a rwick, RI 
(401) 738-5454 

36 Washington Street 
Wellesley, MA 
(617) 43 1-7666 

Call Monday-Thursday 9-5 pm• Friday 9-3 pm 
(401) 738-5454 or 1-800-262-2837 

Under the strict supervis ion of the Vaad Hakashruth of R.I. ~ 

Creating a blend of. .. 
traditional values, contemporary 

thinking and genuine caring · 

Congregation Beth Sh~lom 
Sons of Zion 

presents the third of its Lecture Series 

"Renewing Religious Zionism 
Looking to the Past, Looking to the Future" 

by Yehuda Mirsky - Harvard University 
Sunday, May 3 - 8: 15 p.m. 

Congregation Beth Sholom, 2 7 5 Camp Street, Providence 

The Zionist ] ewish Community is invited to join the Congregation for a complimentary 
meal in celebration "Roshit Tzmichat Geulatanu" at the residence of the 

Rabbi and Rabbanit , 12 Woodbury Street , Providence on April 30, from 5 to 7 p.m. 
In case of rain meet at Congregation Beth Sholom, 275 Camp St . , Providence. 

The lecture is made possible by a grant from the 
Jewish Federation of Rhode Island in Celebration of Israel's Jubilee Year 
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AMERICA'S PRESIDENTS SPEAK 

"For more than 40 years, the 
United States and Israel have enjoyed 

a friendship built on mutual respect 
and commitment to democratic 

principles. Our continuing search for 
peace in the Middle East begins with 
a recognition that the ties uniting our 
two countries can never be broken. " 

GEORGE BUSH 

"The survival of Israel is not just a 
political issue, it is a moral imperative. 
That is my deeply held belief and it is 

the belief that is shared by the vast 
majority of the American people . 
A strong secure Israel is not just in 
Israel 's interest. It's in the in terest 

of the United States and in the 
interest of the entire free world." 

JIMMY CARTER 

"Americans admire a people who 
can scratch a desert and produce 

a garden. The Israelis have 
shown qualities that Americans 

identify with: guts, patriotism, 
idealism, a passion for freedom . 

I have seen it. I know. 
I believe that." 
RICHARD M. NIXON 

WHAT ISRAEL 
MEANS TO ME 

"Our forces saved the remnant 
of the Jewish people of Europe 

for a new life and a new hope in 
the reborn land of Israel. Along 

with all men of good will, 
I salute the young state 

and wish it well." 
DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER 

Photo· Courte5yHarryS. Truman library 

"America and Israel share a special 
bond. Our relationship is unique 
among all nations. Like America, 
Israel is a strong democracy, as a 
symbol of freedom, and an oasis of 
liberty, a home to the oppressed 
and persecuted." 
BILL CLINTON 

"In Israel, free men and women are 
every day demonstrating the power 
of courage and faith . Back in 1948 
when Israel was founded, pundits 
claimed the new country could never 
survive. Today, no one questions that. 

Israel is a land of stability and 
democracy in a region of tyranny 
and unrest. " 
RONALD REAGAN 

"My commitment to the securi ty and 
future of Israel is based upon basic 
morality as well as enlightened self
interest. Our role in supporting Israel 
honors our own heritage." 
GERALD FORD 

"Our society is illuminated by the 
spiritual insights of the Hebrew 
prophets. America and Israel have a 
common love of human freedom, 
and they have a common faith in a 
democratic way of life." 
LYNDON B. JOHNSON 

"Israel was not created in order to 
disappear-Israel will endure and 
flourish. It is the child of hope and 
home of the brave. It can neither be 
broken -by adversity nor demoralized 
by success. It carries the shield of 
democracy and it honors the sword 
of freedom." 
JOHN F. KENNEDY 

"I had faith in Israel before it was 
established, I have faith in it now. 
I believe it has a glorious future 
before it-not just another sovereign 
nation, but as an embodiment of the 

great ideals of our civilization." 
HARRY S. TRUMAN 

Since achieving independence in 1-948, Israel has had a special place in the hearts of Americans, 
and in the hearts of America's Presidents. In each Administration, the President has recognized 

the importance of a secure Israel to America's national interests. 

The American· Jewish Committee 
Robert S. Rifkind David A. Harris Gershon Kekst 

President Executive Director Chair, 50th Anniversary Campaign 
For further information or to request reprints of this message, please contact us at: 

The Jacob Blaustein Building, 165 East 56 Street, New York, NY 10022-2746. Visit our Website: www.ajc.org 

This is the first statement in an American Jewish Committee series celebrating Israel's 50th Anniversary. 

• 
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Temple Shalom Hosts 
Israeli Celebration 

Celebrate Israel's 50th Annj
versary in Newport County be
ginning on May 1, with a Shab
bat service of celebration at 
Temple Shalom at 6:30 p.m. 
Rabbi Marc S. Jagolinzer will 
conduct the worship, which will 
include specia l prayers and 
readings marking thjs milestone 
occasion. Participating in a dia
logue, "What Israel Means to 
Me," will be Rabbi Jagolinzerof 
Temple Shalom and the Rev. 
James Miller, executive minjs
ter of the Rhode Island State 
Council of Churches. A tradi
tional Sabbath eve dinner will 
follow. Reservations are needed 
and may be made by sending a 
check made payable to Temple 
Shalom in the amount of $10 per 
adult and $6 per chHd (10 years 
of age and younger). The dead
line for reservations is April 28. 
The temple is located at 223 
Valley Road in Middletown 
02842. 

Continuing with the celebra
tion on May 3, a community
wide celebration will take place 
from 10 a .m. until noon at 

Kernpenar'sClubon Valley road 
in Middletown. Bagels will be 
served. The Kadima Band will 
entertain with a wide variety of 
Israeli and Jewish music. Pre
sentations will be delivered from 
students of the Samuel Zilman 
Bazarsky Religious School, the 
Touro Hebrew School and the 
South County Hebrew School. 
A sing-along will be held, fol
lowed by Israeli dancing. The 
morning will conclude with the 
singing of Hatikvah, the light
ing of candles on a birthday cake 
and the partaking of the cake. 
The donation to attend the event 
is $2.50 per person with a cap of 
$10 per family. The event will be 
held rain or shine. Reservations 
can be mad e by contacting 
Lynne Glickman, 13 Harbor 
View Road, Portsmouth 02871. 

Both programs are supported 
by the Jewish Federation of 
Rhod e Is land Endowment 
Fund . 

Everyone is invited to attend 
Temple Shalom's 50th Anniver
sary program. For more infor
mation, call 846-9002. 

Israeli Consul General 
Addresses Agudath Achim 

The Jewish community of the 
Taunton, Mass., area will mark 
the 50th anniversary of the re
birth of the state of Israel when 
the Consul General of Israel to 
New England Itzhak Levanon, 
addresses Congregation Agu
dath Achim on May 1 at 8 p.m. 

Levanon has represented Is
rael as a member of the Israeli 
Mission to the United Nations. 
He served in Venezuela, Colom
bia and France, before assum
ing the post of consul general in 
Montreal. In 1994 Levanon was 
a member of the Israeli delega
tion to the peace talks in Wash
ington. Since the fall of 1997, he 
has been consul general of Is
rael to New England, covering 
the five state regions of Massa
chusetts, Rhode Island, Maine, 
NewHampshire,andVermont. 

May 1 is the fifth day of the 
Hebrew month of Iyar, exactly 
50 years on the Jewish calendar 
since the birth of modern Israel 
in 1948. Ever since that day a 
half century ago when the joy of 
Israel's establishment w as 
mingled with the sound of en-

emy fire, the people of Israel 
have dreamed of peace with 
their neighbors. On Israel's 50th 
anniversary the community 
hopes and prays that the transi
tion from an era of conflict to an 
era of conciliation can soon be
come a reality. 

The story of modern Israel is 
the drama of a people renewed, 
overcoming advers ity and 
threat to create a dynamic and 
democratic society. Israel is a 
people restored to the land of its 
biblical ancestors. corning soon 
after the Holocaust, Israel sigru
fies the Jewish will to life, Jew
ish renewal, and the need for 
security. 

The officers of the congrega
tion, co-presidents Ross Chartoff 
and Laura Rego, chairman of 
the board of directors Michael 
Novick along with Rabbi 
Maurice Weisenberg invite the 
general community to listen to 
Levanon's address. Congrega
tion Agudath Achim is located 
at 36 Winthrop St., Taunton. For 
additional information, call 
(508) 822-3230. 

Boston Celebrations 
·April 26: Israel's50thJubilee-The annual community celebra

tion on and around the Boston Common with top Israeli entertain
ers , ( 617) 558-6505. 

April 27: "From Socialist Zionism to Multiple Agendas," He
brew College, 7:30 p.m. Contact: Berruce Lerner, (617) 278-4937 

April 29: South Area Celebration of Israel at 50, including live 
satellite hookup with Jerusalem, Striar Jewish Commuruty Cen
ter,1 p .m. Call, (617) 341-2016, ext. 275. 

Boston celebrates Israel's 50th. Headliners: Art Garfunkel and 
Habrera Hativ'it. Sponsored by Combined Jewish Philanthropies, 
Symphony Hall, 8 p.m. Call, (617) 457-8503. 

April 30: "A Toast to Israel" with Dr. Michael Bar-Zohar, Spring
field Jewish Comrnuruty Center, 7:30 p.m. Call (413) 737-4313. 

l_srael's 50th Birthday Bash 
is Around The Corner 

On June 7, the Jewish Com
munity Center will strengthen 
its bond with the Rhode Island 
comrnuruty and people around 
the world as it celebrates Israel's 
50th anniversary: with a spirited 
street festival and jubilee on 
Elmgrove A venue in front of 
the JCC and JFRI building. 

The event is free and open to 
the public, offering a wide range 
of entertainment for people of 
all ages and affiliations. The 
street, safely blocked off from 
any traffic, wi!J sport thousands 
of blue and white balloons, two 
stages for various cultural and 
musical performances,an Israeli 
Shuk (maiketplace) with more 
than 30 vendors offering every
thing from ice cream to jewelry 
and Judaica, and a rare gather
ing of organiza tions and agen
cies from a!J over Rhode Island. 

On The Entertainment Scene ... 

The main stage will feature 
more than five hours of live en
tertainment. Headliners include: 

• Fischel Bressler, a local 
klezmer musician renowned for 
keeping this lively traditional 
Jewish music aljve and thriving 

• The Aviv Band, a local Is
raeli band whose spirited music 
will inspire even the most shy to 
dance in the street 

There will also be a host of 
local choral performers, includ
ing Temple Emanu-El Hebrew 
School, Providence Hebrew Day 
School, Temple Beth-El Choir, 
Alperin Schechter Day School 
Zemriya h, a nd the Temple 
Emanu-El Choir. Also perform
ing will be a talented troupe of 
local Israeli dancers. 

The children's entertainment, 
which will be in a special chil
dren and family entertainment 

Temple Beth-El 
Celebrates 
Israel at 50 

Temple Beth-El in Providence 
has organized special events 
commemorating Israel's 50th 
anruversary. 

On April 24, a Celebratory 
Service will be held at 7:45 p.m. 

An Israeli Arts Workshop 
will be held onApril26at2 p.m. 
for temple members and unaf
filiated farrulies. The workshop 
will feature Bruce Lenore, a lo
cal Judaica artist, and is sup
ported by the Jewish Federation 
of R.I. Endowment Fund. 

From June 28 through July 8, 
Temple Beth-El plans a uruque 
trip to Israel with Rabbi Michael 
and Cantor Ida Rae Cahana. 
Some of the tour's highlights 
include a dinner cruise on the 
Kinneret, a jeep ride in the 
Golan, kayaking in the Jordan, a 
dig at Tel Maresha, gala con
certs and tree planting. 

For more information about 
the events or trip to Israel, call 
the temple at 331-6070. 

tent, includes a petting zoo from 
Camic Farm. There will be pony 
rides available for $2 and food 
dispensers on site so that the 
children can enjoy feeding the 
animals. Also appearing in the 
tent w ill be: . 

• Nationally renowned sto
ryteller Judith Black who was 
awarded Boston Parents Paper's 
Gold Medal Family Entertainer 
of the Year. She will perform a 
variety of her works, including 
original stories, classical tales, 
and songs. 

• Bruce Kalver, a magician 
acclaimed by the Providence Jou r
nal-Bulletin as "part comedian, 
part psychologist... and imme
diately likable," will perform his 
innovative show that invites 
active audience participation 
and guarantees fun. 

• A show on stilts, offering 
kids the chance to learn how to 
walk on stilts. 

• An archaeologica l dig 
where children can dig for pot
tery and match their finds to 
real archaeological items from 
Israel. 

• Anisraelicostumedressup. 
Children will also be well rep

resented on the main stage as all 
participants o n the JCCRl's 
s tatewide Maccabi Youth 
Games (at Cranston West High 
School on April 26 in honor of 
Israel's 50th) will be recognized 
in anoth~rofficial ceremony. To 
date more than 230 children 
from throughout the state are 

registered to compete in the 
games. 

In the Community ... 

In addition, the unique Com
munity Expo will feature the 
perfect distraction for children 
with hands-on activity designed 
to be fun and educational. Some 
of the wonderful plans alread y 
in motion include: 

• Rhode Island Hadassah's 
"Training Wheels," for children 
and by children, about Jewish 
holidays and customs. 

• Jewish Family Service's 
"Draw Your Family" contest. 

• The National Conference 
forCommuruty and Justice (for
merly the National Conference 
of Christians and Jews) will 
present the "Green Circle of In
clusion," a program designed 
to encourage sharing, Garing, 
and respect. 

• Chabad House will have a 
mock Western Wa!J and invite 
visitors to send a message to 
Israel - the messages will then 
actually be taken to Israel. 

This festival is the largest cul
tural program ever attempted by 
the JCCRI and it has already re
ceived unprecedented commu
nity support. Volunteers are still 
needed' Call Evy Rappaport or 
Linda Singer-Berk at 861-8800 for 
more details or information. 

This event is supported by a 
grant from the Endowment 
Fund of the-Jewish Federation 
of Rhode Island. 

Temple E~anu-EI 
Commemorates 
Israel's Anniversary 

TempleEmanu-Elisplanning 
a weekend-long celebration of 
Israel's 50th birthday, titled "Is
rael at 50: Great Achievements, 
Great Challenges." The festivi
ties are planned for the weekend 
of May 1 to3,and are open to the 
public. 

There will be presentations 
throughout the weekend by fea
tured speaker Dr. RobertSatloff, 
executive director of The Wash
ington Institute for Near East 
Policy, a public research and 
educational foundation estab
lished in 1985 to promote in
formed debate on U.S. policy in 
the Middle East. Satloff is an 
expert on Arab and Islamic poli
tics as well as U.S. policy in the 
Middle East. 

The weekend will begin with 
Shabbat services on May 1, fol
lowed by a Mediterranean-style 
Shabbat dinner ($12.95 per per
son). After dinner, Satloff will 
open the weekend program with 
the topic: "Israel, the Middle 
East, and the Search for Peace." 

On May 2, Satloff will speak 
on "Israel and America: Evolu
tion on a Partnership." Services 
will be followed by a comple
mentary buffet luncheon, a t 

which Satloff will lead an open 
discussion and answer questions 
o.n the morning's presentation. 

That ev.erung, all are invited 
to a screening of the classic Is
raeli film "Hill 24 Doesn' t An
swer." Four young Zionists are 
assigned to defend strategic hill 
24 outside Jerusalem in order to 
maintain access to the besieged 
city during Israel's War oflnde
pendence. 

On May 3, the Temple will 
host a continental breakfast ($3 
per person), followed by some 
final remarks by Satloff, entitled 
'1sraeland the Israelis: Challenges 
for the Next Half Century." 

The weekend will conclude 
with the "Three Cantors in Con
cert," sponsored by the Jewish 
Federation of Rhode Island. The 
concert will be held at Veterans 
Memorial Auditorium on May 
3 at 4 p.m. Call 272-4VMA for 
tickets. 

Throughout the weekend, the 
temple will display an exhlbit of 
photographs which chronicle a 
journey through Israel over the 
last 50 years. 

For more information or to sign 
upforactivitiesduring the '1srael 
at 50" weekend, call 331-1616. 
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Local Resident Discovers A Land of His Own 
Holocaust· Survivor 

Edward Adler Talks About 
His Introduction to Israel 

by Emily Torgan-Shalansky 
Jewish Community Reporter 
During his childhood in Hun

gary, Providence resident Ed
ward Adler never considered 
himself a Z ionist. But tha t 
changed dramatically on March 
19, 1944,whenHitler'sarmyin
vaded thecountrywhere heand 
his family had resided for gen
erations. 

"We had Ii ved there comfort
ably," remembered Adler. "My 
grandfather had been a grand 
rebbe. But five days after the 
Germans came in, all Jews were 
forced to wear a yellow star un
less they were exempted for 
some reason. Hungary was no 
place for Jews to live anymore." 

As Adler's father had re
ceived eig ht decorations in 
World War I, he and his imme
diate family were subjected to a 
white armband rather than a 
yellow star. Although the bru
tal persecutions continued, the 
white armbands a llowed the 
Adlers some scant privileges. 

"We were permitted to live 
outside of the ghetto," Adler 
said. "But you never knew what 
was coming." Trainloadsof Jews 
on their way to the camps be
came a familiar sight. 

One afternoon at the rail sta
tion, after Adler's father had at
tempted to get food for a train
load of Jewish deportees, a 
group of Hungarian guards 
seized him and threw him onto 
the train. "I never saw him 
again," he said. 

Still, because of the family' s 
preferred status, Adler and his 
brother were sent to work in a 
German-run munitions factory 
rather than directly to the camps. 

"One day, we were all on a 
train, and an air raid siren went 
off," remembered Adler. "We 
all had to get off and lie down in 
the field until the bombing was 
over. Afterwards, we were both 
still alive. I told my brother to lie 
as still as I was and pretend that 
he was dead. But he was afraid, 
and he went back to the train. 
That was the last time I ever saw 
him." 

Butwhendarkness fell,Adler 
made his way back to Budapest, 
where he found his mother and 
his younger brother. 

Shortly thereafte r, he ob
tained multiple sets of fa lse pa
pers, which he used to evade 
both the Nazis and his country
men. 

" It wasn' t just the Nazis," 
Adler said. "You had to worry 
about your ne ighbors, w ho 
knew you were Jewish. So what 
do you do? You keep moving." 
' Adler remembered a series 

Temple Emanu-el Salutes 

ISRAEL 
@50 

Israel at 50: Great Achievements, Great Challenges 
featuring Dr. Robert Satloff of the Washington Center for Near East Policy 

May 1-3, 1998 
Friday, 5:45 p.m. Shabbat Services & Dinner Lecture 

Israel, the Middle East & The Search f or Peace 
Sponsored by the Peter J. & Anna C. Woolf Educational Fund 

·Saturday, 10:00 am Shabbat Services & Lunch Lecture 
Israel & America: Evolution of a Partnership 
Sponsored by the Rabbi Morris G. & Rebbitzen Diana Silk Memorial Fund 

9:00 p.m. Hill 24 Doesn't Answer 
A critically acclaimed film about 4 young Zionists defending a hill 

outside of Jerusalem during the War of Independence. 
Sponsored by the Dr. Joseph G. & Beatrice Fishbein Family Cultural Program Fund 

Sunday, 9:00 a.m. Continental Breakfast 
Israel and the Israelis: Challenges for the Next Half Century 

Sponsored by the Dr. Joseph G. & Beatrice Fishbein Family Cultural Program Fund 

4 p.m. Three Cantors in Concert 
Cantors Brian Mayer, Ida Rae Cahana & Robert Lieberman 

with the Rhode Island Philharmonic and our Choral Groups 
sponsored by the JFRI 

Temple Emanul-El 
A Conservative congregation that's anything but. 

99 Taft Avenue • Providence • Rhode Island 02906 • 33 1-16 16 

of apartments where he roomed 
with three or four gentiles. 

"I had to change the way late 
and the way I spoke. It was a 
terrible life," he said. 

_Still, Adler stayed alive, as 
did his mother and sister. 

"I got a job at a soup kitchen, 
so I had extra food," he said. 
"About a block away, l fou nd 
them a cellar to hjde in where 
there were about 20 other Jews 
living." 

"You had to worry about 
your neighbors, who 

knew you were Jewish. 
So what do you do? 
You keep moving." 

Edward Adler 

It was these cellars, said 
Adler, that eventua lly led to 
Hungary' s liberation. 

"Under each of the houses 
there was a bomb shelter, and 
people had dug tunnels between 
them to connect them," he said . 
"The Russians found out about 
them, and they used them to 
liberate the city. They knew the 
Nazis were waiting for them on 
the streets with guns and tanks." 

One typical, fear-filled morn-

ing, the young woman who 
would become Adler's wife told 
him she had to use the bath
room. 

"I told her to go in the corner, 
but she insisted on going up
stairs," he said. When she came 
back down, she found herself 
face to face with heavily armed 
soldiers from the Red army." 

On Jan. 18, the German army 
and their Hungarian collabora
tors were defeated . 

"I remember it vivid ly," 
Adler said . "Soldie rs were 
flooding the captured city. They 
were on the bridges over the 
Danube. I can' t explain how it 
felt. For months, no one knew 
what would happen during the 
nextminute.Jewscouldn' t even 
look out the window." 

Adler and his family went 
back to their hometown, where 
about 300 of the 16,000 inhabit
ants had been Jews. 

"Aboutthree came back," he 
said . "During the occupation, 
Hungarians had put signs up 
on the hospital and on the pub
lic transportation system that 
sa id that Jews were not a l
lowed." 

Finally, an uncle who had sur
vived the war ad vised Adler to 
go to Israel. 

"At that point, you just said, 
O.K.," he said . 

Adler and a group of fellow 
young survivors w ent to 

Miskolc, a city located about 70 
miles east of Budapest. There, 
he took part in one of the five 
kibbutz preparatory programs 
that sprang up there after the 
war. 

After two years of intensive 
Hebrew classes and group liv
ing, members of the group were 
told that it was time to emigrate. 

"They took us to Yugoslavia, 
and they put us onto a fishing 
boat," he said. "We were on it 
for seven or eight days." 

When the modest boat ap
proached British-occupied Pal
estine, the captain waited until 
a fter midnight, when the En
glish army personnel patrolling 
the shoreline were back on their 
ship. 

"On Saturday, at four in the 
morning, we landed on the 
shore," Ad ler remembered . 
'They told us to sit still on the 
sand without making any noise. 
At 6 a.m., they told us to get up 
to shower and eat breakfast." 

Adler still remembers his first 
breakfast on lsraeH soil. 

"It was bread, salad, tea, jam, 
cottage cheese and olives," he 
said . "By12noon that day, I was 
eating lunch in the army." 

Adler laughed over the dif
ferences in Israeli life then and 
today. 

"My wife was sent to live in 
an Arab village near Chaifa," he 
said. We had ration cards to use 
in the food stores, and there was 

• a black market." 

FROM 

LINCOLN CHAFEE 

M AYOR OF W ARW ICK 

a. COMPREHENSIVE 
ADULT DAY CENTER 

Celebrates 
Israel's Fiftieth 

at 

Our New Location 
229 Waterman Street 

Providence, Rhode Island 
Telephone: 351-2440 

Program Services Include 
Health Care • Social Services .. Therapeutic Activities • Kosher Ltmches 

Army life was riddled with 
Arab threats and scant supplies. 

"Thirteen of us patrolled the 
hills," said Adler. "One soldier 
had a gun, and the rest of us had 
plywood cutouts to fool the Ar
abs." 

Despite the many hardships, 
the Adlers loved Israel. 

"Most of the people were 
young like we were, and they 
were fu ll of spirit," he said. "Ev
eryone wanted to build a home 
for themselves. You had to go 
and establish yourself, because 
there was no other place to go." 
After being decorated and dis
charged by the Israeli army, 

• Adler began a successful life as 
a private citizen. He soon at-

a. tended school and became an 
engineer, and by working mul
tiple shifts, the Adlers pur
chased two homes. 

a. 

"It was a tough life then, and 
it's still a tough life now," he 
said. "But I didn't mind work
ing from 7 a.m. to 10 at night. 
What I had was mine, and no 
one could take it away from me." 

About 13 years later, the 
Adlers emigrated to America to 
join his mother, who was un
able to find a job in Israel. 

"We' ve been back to Israel 
about 10 times since then, and 
we have a lot of family there," 
he said. 

In July, the Adlers plan to go 
back to Hungary for the first 
time in 50 years. 

"I don' t know about the trip," 
he said . "I don' t know what we 
will find there. Butwewillallgo 
to Israel afterwards. You just 
can' t imagine how good that 
feels." 

I 
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Palmach Archives Document Israel's War of Independence 
In celebration of the 50th an

niversary of the establishment 
of the state of Israel, Hebrew 
Union College-Jewish Institute 
of Religion presents "The 
Palmach Archives." These riv
eting photographs document 
the lives and struggles of Israe
lis who fought for the creation 
of a Jewish sta te. The photo
graphs will be on display in the 
conference level of the College
Institute, located at 1 West 4th 
St., New York City. 

Despite a direct order from 
Palmach commander Yigal 
Allon that all photos of Palmach 
training or personnel be de
stroyed for fear that they might 
fall into the hands of the British 
during Black Sabbath, many dis
obeyed and hid their photo
graphs under floor tiles and be
hind walls. 

In 1987, Dita Perach, once a 
fighter pilot in the Palmach air 
force, began toga ther these pho
tographs in an ongoing program 
to document the very begin
nings of the Israel Defense 
Forces. Today the Palmach Ar-

chives is a visual treasure of 
more than 25,000 photographs 
of the young men and women 
who dared to dream of the cre
ation of a Jewish State. The pho
tographs in thisexhibit give usa 
glimpse into their youth, their 
love of life, their courage and 
their undaunted belief in their 
goal. The Palmach Archives are 
preserved a t Kibbutz Beit 
HaShltah in Israel. 

The Palmach - the striking 
force of the Haganah (the mili
tary arm of the Jewish settle
ments in Palestine) - was es
tablished in May 1941, and in
corporated seven years later into 
the Israel Defense Forces. Its 
members, all volunteers, were 
trained to report for active duty 
on 24 hours notice and to serve 
in any capacity wherever and 
whenever required. 

During World War 11, the 
Palmach joined resis tance 
movements against the Nazis, 
sending its own paratroopers 
into occupied Europe. At war's 
end, it led the struggle against 
the British Mandate, defying the 

White Paper by "illegally" 
smuggling more than 85,000 
Holocaust survivors in some 70 
ships and thousands of Jews 
from Syria and Lebanon over
land irito Palestine. 

Upon the creation of the State 
of Israel, Palmach fighters be
came the commanders and sol
diers of the newly formed I.D.F. 
In the first hours after the decla
ration of the state in May 1948, 
the Egyptian forces severed the 
Negev, the Jordanian Army cut 
Jerusalem off from the rest of 
the country, the Syrian army 
crossed the Jordan River, and 
the Lebanesearmyoccupied the 
Lower Galilee in the north. ln 
the east, the Iraqi army took over 
most of Judea and Samaria. The 
three brigades of the Palrnach, 
joined by volunteers from North 
America and elsewhere, Holo
caust survivors, and new arriv
als from the Arab countries, 
faced enemy troops on all fronts. 
Of7,000 Palrnach fighters, more 
than 1,000 lost their lives. 

For more information about the 
exhibit, call (212) 824-2205. 

Bank of Israel Issues Anniversary Banknote And Medal 
The eyes of the world will 

turn to Israel thls spring as the 
nation celebrates the 50th anni
versary of its independence. One 
of the ways the Bank of Israel is 
participating in the celebration 
is with the issue of the first com
memorative banknote in the 
nation's history. This note is a 
special variant of the current 50 
sheqel banknote bearing the 
portrait of famed Israeli writer 
and Nobel Prize winner, Shai 
Agnon. It was chosen because 
of the symbolic nature of its de
nomination. In contrast to the 
usual banknotes, these are 
printed with special colored ink. 

In total, only 20,000 notes 
were printed. N ine thousand 

nine hundred ninety-nine of 
them were offered as uncut 
sheets of three notes. These sold 
out soon after their release. Ten 
thousand one of them are still 
available. They are protected in 
a souvenir "50th Anniversary 
Presentation Folder." 

In addition to these bank
notes, an official State of Israel 
50th Anniversary medal has 
been issued in si Iver and in large 
and small bronze versions. De
signer RubenNutelsconfigured 
the number "50" to form two 
almost complete circles. The 
closed circle symbolizes the 50 
years of Israeli statehood that 
have passed, while the second, 
open one represents the 50 years 

to come. The reverse features 
old and new symbols of the state: 
a stylized menorah, the Knesset 
building, the Western Wall, the 
emblem of the Israel Defense 
Forces, an ancient Torah scroll, 
acomputerchlp and the dove of 
peace. 

The pure silver version is 
struck in mirror-like proof qual
ity and weighs 60 grams. The 
antique-finish large bronze 
piece weighs more tha n 5 
ounces. 

To order, or for more infor
ma tion, contact the North 
American Distributor, The Coin 
& Currency Institute, Inc., P.O. 
Box 1057,Clifton,N.J.07014. Call 
toll-free 888-421-1866. 

Happy 
Birthday 

Israel 
Celebrating 50 Years 

of Independence 

David N Cicilline 
STATE REPRESENTATIVE+ DISTRICT 4 

"FROM THE DEA TH CAMPS to the war of life: A Holocaust 
survivor takes up arms in defense of the new Jewish State." 
Photograph from The Pa lmac/1 Archives: Documen tary 
Photographs of Israel's War of Independence," on view through 
June 30 at Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion. 

Plioto courtesy of Hebrew Union College-Jewislt lnstih1te of Religion 

Happy50th 
Birthday Israel 

from all of us 
at 

THE PARTY 
WAREHOUSE 

M onday- Thursday 9:3()--6, Friday 9:30-7, Saturday 9:30-5, Sunday closed 
310 EAST AVENUE, PAWTUCKET• 726-2491 • JEANNE STEIN 

80 Brown Street, Providence, RI 02906 

From the Golan Heights 
To The Dead Sea Waters 

Israel Was Made For Jews Only. 

Happy 50th Birthday 
from 

Jeff's Kosher Kitchen 
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The Best Is Yet To Be 
by Mike Fink 

Herald Contributing Reporter 

I hope the reader will indulge 
and forgive some thoughts wan
dering in the desert, a path of 
zigzag steps of thjs season from 
exodus to shoah to statehood. 
Bear with me and see V<{here my 
words may take us. 

I was sit:ting under the spar
kling chandelier- whi ch my 
wife had cleaned for the seder
in my dining room. "I heard 
these words from the Hagadah 
before there was a Shoah, be
fore the State of Israel. The lines 
change their meaning for me 
each year." 

My wife and daughters were 
already clearing the table when 
I murmured thls memory, al
most to myself. Maybe I was 
making my after dinner-speech 
not to family and guests, but to 
Elijah: my favorite figure from 
our folklore. 

Elijah visits my street, and 
my home,on holidays when the 
phone or doorbell rings, when 
an un expec ted card comes 
through the mailslot, or even 
whenaghostappearsintheform 
ofa thought, a memory, a dream. 
Thjs year "Drees" ca lled from 
somewhere in New York. "l was 
living homeless in Central Park. 
But then Les Paul gave me some 
work accompanying him on my 
gm tar and later taking hlm home 

in hls wheelchair. He's in hls 
80s, but he still performs in town 
cafes. He's sincere, like you. I 
keep away from bad influ
ences." ldrees was a Thayer 
Street pal of mine, a graceful if 
weary traveler among the cof
feehouses, strumming in alleys 
or occasionally witrun warmer 
halls and walls. I heard hjm do 
a gig at Starbuck's, and at Carr 
House. lwas happyto getnews 
from him, for no reason at a II, on 
the brink of a springtime holi
day. Maybe he was my Elijah. 

Or perhaps our mystica l 
prophet took the form of David, 
another person 1 met over cof
fee . David has long black harr 
and deepset eyes, a thln fellow 
whogoesinforbooksand tapes 
about otherworldly experiences. 
He loans me brief works on 
dream therapy, synchronicity, 
and meditation exercise. Such 
stuff comes down to the same 
few gentle paradoxes or epi
grams for me. If you keep flex
ible and aware, your teacher or 
friend will come along like a 
bird to your feeder. I get the 
same ad vice from all ·pages of 
text since I was a kid . Try and sit 
up straight and fold your cloth
ing neatly. David asks me to 
write hlm a recommendation on 
good stationery to take to Eu
rope, for access to interviews 
with famous expatriate cafe 

stars. He promises to send me a 
postcard. "I can talk to you 
about my thoughts and ideas, 
because you listen," he says 
cheerfully. 

I place great value upon the 
trust of auld , or new, acquain
tances. They are my Elijahs,sent 
to make sure I am on the right 
spiritual path . I like to cross 
words. 

It is important to study 
the lore and the laws 

and practice the mitzvot, 
to find meaning in 

Judaism and in Israel. 

Before the war which gave 
Judaism its enormous tragedy 
that changed even the Torah it
self, and the creation of a new 
Jerusalem in fact and stone, not 
just myth and legend, every kid 
on the block had to decide where 
toplacefaithandhope. I did my 
search for Jewish beauty close 
at hand. Moses? That was my 
fa ther's name. He was Moses 
for me, even though hls mes
sage did not a lways come 
through clearly to me. I find his 

legacy in very personal things, a 
heavy shovel, a ledger, a book 
from his boyhood. I interpret 
these things as signs. "Next year 
in Jerusalem?" But this very 
brick and timber household was 
the only Jerusalem that really 
mattereddeeply to my dad . The 
Temple? That was my mother's 
di11ing room, with its candle
light, that cha ndelier, the pretty 
cups and saucers, made sacred 
by her care and her grace. I found 
the divine, theshechina, in such 
na tural forms and shapes as the 
nests of birds, the petals of wild
flowers. 

After the Holocaust, and once 
Israel had been declared, and 
defined with defiant courage, 
my concept of Judaism took a 
quite different aspect. Now, it 
was a group identity, not a pri
va te affair. You had to take t_he 
side of the Resistance, the Parti
sans, the Survivors. You cheered 
for the child ren of the new land . 
As the years go by, swiftly as 
they do for wildlife, you wit
ness the unfolding of fates and 
destinjes linked to your own. 

A convert to Hebrew history 
sa id to me, "The question is not, 
who is a Jew, but rather, what is 
a Jew?" He meant, it is impor
tant to study the lore and the 
laws and practice the rnitzvot, 
to find meaning in Judaism and 
in Israel. 

I sit on the Israel's 50th Birth
day Bash Committee, and have 
suggested that some elders of 
our community who visited 
Palestine before Israel be in
vited to recall their impressions 
and share them with younger 
people. As I read lines from the 
story of our past during Pass
over, I picture each event from 
the perspective of my own jour
ney through our people's mi
grations. We sing some of it, 
recite passages in Hebrew, dash 
through stuff in English, and 
root each chapter within our 
own soil. "What do we mea11 
by the word ' freedom ' ? " I 
asked. 

My son made me watch the 
seder on "Rug Rats," in which 
the Hebrew slaves are babies in 
diapers, and the true seder is 
held in a locked closet, narrated 
by a Yiddish speaking grandpa 
holding forth as a storyteller. 
He's putting his version to
gether, as I did mine in my own 
time. 

"There is no archeological 
evidence of the Exodus or the 
Desert Wandering," said a schol
arly friend, but I answered, "We 
are the children of the story. We 
give it meaning with every foot
step we take from the bondage 
of building dead things to the 
quest for our best selves." 

As close as you can get to Israel without leaving Rhode Island! 

Street Festival 
& Celebration 

Sunday, June 7, 1998 
11 am -4 pm 

Jewish Community Center of Rhode Island 
40 I Elmgrove Avenue, Providence 

Israeli Marketplace • Children's Activities 
Cultural Performances • Live Music 

Community EXPO • Storytelling & Petting Zoo 
Food and More • Rain (inside) or Shine! 

This program is supported by a grant from the Endowment Fund of the Jewish Federation of Rhode Island. 


