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A Modern Day Robin Hood of the 
Legal Profession - Protecting 
the Rights of Average Americans 

by Kimberly Ann Orlandi 
Herald Editor 

Laws as protectors of the op
pressed, the poor, the loner, is evi
dent in the work of my Jewish pre
decessors on the Supreme Court. 
The biblical command "justice, jus
tice shalt thou pursue" is a strand 
that ties them all together. 

- Ruth Bader Ginsburg, 
address to the annual 

meeting of the American 
Jewish Committee, May 1995. 

Equal justice for all was the 
cornerstone of the foundation 
on which this country was built. 
Every American,nomatterwhat 
their economic, social or reli
gious class is guaranteed due 
process under the Fifth and 
Fourteenth Amendments. But, 
what happens when the person 
you're facing in court isn' t just 
one person, but a conglomerate 
- big business or an insurance 
company - what happens to 
your rights as a consumer? 

Trial Lawyers of America this 
summer, an organization he pre
viously served as vice-president, 
secretary and parliamentarian, 
this summer and is planning to 
embarkonanationalpublicedu
cation campaign to educate 
people about their rights under 
the United States Constitution. 

"Consumers do not have 
enough rights when it comes to 
doing battle against big busi
ness, and what rights they do 
have are continuously being 
eroded by the establishment," 
said Mandell. "If people knew 
just how fragile their rights were, 
they' d be a lot more protective 
of them." 

when it comes to being heard in 
Washington. 

"I work closely with Sena
tors Jack Reed and John Chaffee 
and Congressmen Weygand 
and Kennedy to make sure that 
the rights of consumers remain 
a top priority," said Mandell. 
"Although, at times it may seem 
like an uphill battle, it's one l 
enjoy very much." 

Mandell was born and raised 
in Providence, and went on to 
attend the University of Ala
bama (1971) and then George
town School of Law (1974). His 
older brother is an attorney in 
Alabama and his mother, also 
an attorney, was a great source 
of inspiration for Mandell as he 
was growing up. "I think that's 
where I got my passion for deal
ing with women's legal issues," 
confessed Mandell. 

A majority of Mandell' s prac
tice deals with those individu
als who have been injured as a 

(Continued on Page 19) 

Rembrandt (Rembrandt Harmensz Van Rijn). Moses with the 
Tables of the Law. 1659. Gemaldegalerie Staatliche Museen 
Preussischer Kulturbesitz, Berlin. 

Marc S. Mandell, of Mandell, 
Schwartz & Boisclair, LTD., a 
Providence law firm, has been 
working to ensure the rights of 
those consumers for the last 18 
years. He was currently elected 
president of the Association of 

The former president of the 
Rhode Island Bar Association 
and the Rhode Island Trial Law
yers Association, Mandell is the 
first Rhode Island attorney to be 
elected to the national office of 
A TLA. The sixth most powerful 
lobbying organization in the 
world, the primary function of 
ATLA is to protect the rights of 
average, normal Americans who 
go to court seeking justice. As 
president, Mandell assists in the 
operations of ATLA, but more 
importantly, is the voice of an 
otherwise voiceless people 

Scary Guy Displays Tattoos 
But Preaches Tolerance 

Senator Jack Reed Visits ASDS 
Alperin Schechter Day School was delighted to welcome 

Senator Jack Reed, who visited the school recently. Senator 
Reed read a story to the first-grade students about animals in 
the autw;nn. First-graders then entertained the senator with 
songs they had learned in both Hebrew and English. They 
sang about the days of creation in Hebrew, with their Judaic 
studies teacher, Rivka Eskovitz, and about insects and bees 
with their general studies teacher, Nancy Werner. 

Reed also visited the fifth grade, where students are just 
embarking on their study of the American Constitution. The 
senator talked about his work in Washington, D.C., the origin 
of the term "checks and balances," and the role of the legisla
ture. Schechter fifth-graders had many questions to ask him, 
from the reasons why he became a senator to how it feels to 
travel on Air Force One. Photo courtesy of ASDS 

by Carol Katzman 
The Jewish Press of Omaha 

OMAHA, Neb. (JTA)-The 
crowd of 350 high school stu
dents and teachers had just 
settled back into their seats after 
watching a 20-minute video on 
tolerance, produced by the Anti
Defamation League for their an
nual Prejudice Elimination 
Workshop. 

The lights went up in the 
darkened theater at the Jewish 
Community Center and on stage 
stood "The Scary Guy." 

There was an audible gasp as 
this fearsome-looking man 
looked right into their eyes. The 
Scary Guy - that's his real 
name, legally changed in Feb
ruary - is covered in colorful 
tattoos on more than 85 percent 
of his body. 

His earlobes, eyebrows and 
the bridge of his nose are all 
pierced as well. 

"l wouldn'twanttomeethim 
in a dark alley," is the first reac
tion he receives from most 
people. 

Yethismessageisoneofkind
ness, hope, courage and toler
ance. 

The Scary Guy, who owns 
two tattoo shops in Tucson, 
Ariz., says he "just got sick of 

the name-calling and slander" 
and told his wife, Julie, to pack 
his bags because he was "going 
on the road for the rest of (his) 
life to make a difference." 

Already, Scary, as he is affec
tionately called by people who 
know him, has spoken to more 
than 600,000 people, but this 
was the first appearance for the 
AOL. 

He wants people, especially 
teenagers, to understand that 
they have a right to be loved, to 
express themselves, to freedom, 
but to recognize a different way 
of dealing with anger and fear. 

"It took me years to figure 
that out," The Scary Guy said in 
an interview. "And it culmi
nated in an early morning 
firebombing at one of my tattoo 
shops in Tucson. 

"I stood there, watching the 
flames, and realized there was 
nothing I could do." 

This moment of self-discov
ery brought Scary to understand 
that "what you give out is what 
you get." 

Now his philosophy is, "If I 
have something you want, I will 
give it. It's about sharing," he 
said. 

It's no accident that it was 
the AOL who sponsored The 

Scary Guy's appearance here. 
Leigh-Anne Brown, a student 

atthe University of Arizona and 
daughter of ADL Assistant Di
rector Debbie Brown, literally 
ran into The Scary Guy at the 
airport in Tucson. As a school 
photographer, she had met The 
Scary Guy while on assigrunent 
for The Wildcat, the university's 
daily paper. 

She told her mother, "The 
Scary Guy is about everything 
you are in terms of diversity, 
tolerance and justice" and was 
insistent her parents meet him. 
While speaking to him in the 
airport, the family recognized 
the potential of Scary' s message. 

After returning to Omaha, 
Brown wrote a grant request to 
the Murray H. and Sharee C. 
Supporting Foundation, which 
responded enthusiastically to 
her proposal for "Celebrating 
Diversity," the theme of this 
year's prejudice workshop. 

This annual event brings to
gether area high school students, 
teachers and counselors to 
heighten awareness of com
monly held stereotypes. Some 
30 facilitators from the business, 
civic and educational commu
nities also attended. 

(Continued on Page 19) 
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HAPPENINGS 
... 
Ent=.t·rtainm=.¢11:t 

F@r ~ids 
December 

Providence Children's Museum, 100 South St., Providence, 
announces the following activities for December: 
4 Stories Aloud. Preschoolers ages 3 to 5 listen to Peter's 

Pocket and A Pocket for Katy. Children receive a special 
treasure to put in their own pocket. 9:40 am. to 1:50 p .m. 

5 Little Lizards, Kids 5 and up learn about the slithering 
world of lizards with Kevin Riley. 1 to 3 p .m . 

6 FREE Sunday. 9:30 am. to 5 p .m. 
9 Culinary Culture. Kids ages 7 and up follow'their noses to 

sniff out different spices and fragrances. 3 to 4:30 p .m. 

Other Kids' Entertainment 

4 All Children's Theatre, VartanGregorianSchool Theatre, 
455 Wickenden St., Providence, presents "Annie." Dec. 4 
and 5, 11 and 12, 7 p .m.; Dec. 6, 13, 2 p .m. Tickets $10 
children; $12 adults. Call 331-7174. 

18 Border's Book Store, Garden City Center, Cranston wel
comes Paddington Bear and his illustrator, R.W. Alley, for 
an afternoon of reading adventure. 10 a.m. Call 944-9160. 

Bed & Breakfast Holiday Tour 
The South County Tourism Council and Bed & ~ 

Breakfasts of South County, R.l., will sponsor the . 
annual bed and breakfast holiday tour on Dec. 6 from 
2 to 6 p .m. The cost is $10 in advance or $12 at the door. 

Proceeds will benefit the Jean Lewis Memorial Scholarship 
Fund. Two scholarships will be awarded to s tudents entering the 
field of travel and tourism. 

There will be refreshments and door prizes. For more informa
tion, call (800) 548-4662. 

Temple Sinai Seniors Will Meet 
The Temple Sinai Seniors will meet on Dec. 11 at 11 a.m. at the 

temple, 30 Hagan St., Cranston. They will fill three Chanukah baskets 
for needy families. Please drop off non-perishable food at the office 
any time prior to the meeting. It would be appreciated if you could 
bring a little gift to be included in the baskets for 2- to 9-year-old boys 
and/ or a 6-year-old girl. Any questions, call Baila at 461-6124. 

Dues for 1999 of $10 per person are payable as of Jan. 1, 1999. 
Send check payable to Temple Sinai Seniors to Sid Marcus, 23 
Willow Drive, Cranston, R.l. 02920. 

Join thousands 
of readers who 
know what's going 
on in the Rhode 
Island Jewish 
Community ... 

Timely features, local 
and social events, editorials 
and business profiles 
highlight every issue ... 
you also get special holiday 
and seasonal issues. 

Don't mi55 a 5ingle one! 
Return the form below to subscribe ... 
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Calendar: December 3rd thru December 10th 
3 University of Rhode Island, Fine Arts Center, Upper College Road, Kingston, presents 

"The Whiz." 8 p.m. Call 874-5843. 
Hillel House at URI, Kingston, will hold a regional Hillel Night at Polly Esta' s in 
Providence. Jewish students from Rhode Island and Massachusetts can meet at Hillel at9:30 
p .m., or just meet there. 
AS220, 115 Empire St., Providence, presents "Poetry Slam." Come and check out poetry as 
a contact sport. Always an open mike! 7 p .m., $4. Call 831-9327. 
Rhode Island College Bannister Gallery presents work by Danish painter Kvium. The 
exhibit runs through Dec. 23. Call 456-8090. 
East Greenwich Odeum, 59 Main St., East Greenwich, welcomes Warwick Symphony 
Orchestra. 7:30 p.m. Tickets $5; $3 student and seniors. 
Providence Art Club, 11 Thomas St., Providence, "Little Pictures Show and Sale." Original 
art for $150 or less. Dec. 3 through 23, Monday through Friday, 11 a.m. to 4 p .m., Saturday 
noon to 3 p.m. 
Meet me at the Shepard's Clock. SPRI Theatre Company at URI's College of Continuing 
Education, Providence, presents a live window display with performers as costumed 
shoppers and store personnel in the 1950s. Thursday and Friday, 6 p .m., Saturday 4 and 6 
p .m. 

4 Rhode Island College Dance Company Winter Concert and Alumni Celebration. Roberts 
Hall Aud itorium, 7:30 p .m. Tickets $10 general; $8 seniors, groups and students; $4 RIC 
students. 

5 Riker Art Glass, 70 Tingley St., Providence, will hold a holiday open house. Dec. 5 from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m., and Dec. 6 from 11 a.m. to 5 p .m. 
Opera Scenes, University of Rhode Island, Fine Arts Center, Kingston. URI Opera Work
shop. 8 p .m. Call 874-2431. 
Providence College String Orchestra presents a Fa ll Concert featuring the work of Dvorak, 
Shubert and Grainger, '64 Hall, Slavin Center, Providence College Campus. Call 865-2183. 

6 City Nights Dinner Theatre, 27 Exchange St., Pawtucket, holds auditions for "Romantic 
Comed y." The play will be performed in February and March. Auditions Dec. 6 a t 6 p.m., 
Dec. 7 a t 7 p .m. Needed are two men ages 30 to 40 and four women ages 25 to 50. Call 723-
6060. 
Charlie Hall's Ocean State Follies, Luigi's, 1357 Hartford Ave., Johnston. Sundays and 
Wednesdays, 6:30 p .m. through December $29.95. Call 861-3850. 

7 Dogwood Mood a t CAV, 14 Imperial Place, Providence. Call 751-9164. 
Rhode Island College d epartment of music, theatre, and dance presents the Rhode Island 
College Chorus with Brass Ensemble. 8 p.m., Roberts Hall Auditorium. Tickets $7, seniors 
and non-RIC students $5, RIC students and faculty free. Ca ll 456-8244. 

9 Gateway Healthcare, Inc.'s Light of Hope- a program of p rovid ing abused and neglected 
children with holiday gi fts and educational opportunities - will hold "Light of Hope 
Reception and Holiday Book Sale." First Baptis t Church, 91Cottage St., Pawtucket. 4:30 to 
7 p .m. 
The Street Comer Four Barbershop Quartet presents a free concert a t the Cranston Public 
Library, 140 Sockanoset ,Cross Road . 7:30 p .rn. 
Border' Book Store, Garden City Center, Cranston, welcomes local author Jon Land. His 
new book,Hope Mountain, is an inspirational look at people who have overcome physical 
ad versity to become extraordinary heroes. 7 p.m. Call 944-9160. 

MetLife Offers 'Holiday Hotline' for Seniors 
Continuing its holiday tradition, MetLife is inviting senior citizens to make free phone calls from 

the company's headquarters in Warwick during the 19th annual Holiday Hotline. 
The event is scheduled for Dec. 12, noon to 4 p.m., and Dec. 13, 10 a.m. to 4 p .m. Seniors may visit 

the MetLife building at 700 Quaker Lane, Warwick (just south of the Warwick Musical Theatre on 
Route 2) to call friends and rela tives anywhere in the United Stafes, free of charge. 

Seniors should note the later time for Saturday, w hich is necessary because MetLife employees will 
be working that morning. Phones will be available after employees complete their scheduled hours. 
Refreshments will be served throughout each day. 

All phone calls must be made from MetLife's headquarters. Unless waiting time becomes 
extensive, there will be no restriction on the number or length of calls made. However, calls to other 
countries will not be possible. 

For more information about MetLife's Holiday Hotline, call 827-3108. 

&.fl Holiday Boutique Will Be ,., 
~~ Held at Temple Beth-El ., 

The Sisterhood ofTemple Beth-El is having its annual Holiday Boutique on Dec, 6 from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. in the meeting hall and the foyer of the temple at 70 Orchard Ave. in Providence. 

The vendors represent a diverse group with something for everyone from Judaica items to 
general merchandise for the holiday gift-giving season. 

A bake sale, raffle or donated items and a white-elephant sale will make this a "must attend" 
event. 
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JEWISH COMMUNITY 

Professor Parker Presents 
History of Portugal's Jews 
by Emily Torgan-Shalansky 

Jewish Community Reporter 
When Professor N aomi 

Parker explo red Jewish-Portu
gu ese his tory for Temp le 
Emanu-El's "Interaction of Jews 
in Other Cultures" series, she 
admitted that those who do not 
know the past may be startled 
by its present-day repercus
sions. 

"I was speaking to a group 
that was similar to this one, and 
a woman came up to me after
wards," said Parker, an assis
tant p rofessor of Portuguese at 
Rhode Island College, on Nov. 
22. "She told me tha t Maria, her 
Portuguese Catholic cleaning 
woma n, had grown agitated 
over getting home on time on a 
Friday night." 

When the woman had asked 
Maria why she needed to get 
back so promptly,Maria had told 
her about a "fami ly tradition." 

"Maria said that on Friday 
nights,sheand her family would 
always go down to the base
ment, light candles, and recite 
prayers," Parker said. "She also 
said that she didn' t know why 
they did it." 

However, Parker recognized 
parallels between the ritual and 
Jewish Sha bba t observance, and 
she explair.ed why the vast ma
jority of the descendants of Por
tuguese Jewry now know the 
religion only as a series of unex
plained , furtive customs. 

"Portugal defined its iden
tity by eradicating other cul
tures," Parker began. 

As Portugal's statehood was 
pred icated by the expulsion of 
the Moors in 1250, the nation 
started with a climate of reli
gious intolerance that would 
later combine with xenophobia 
and political agendas to create a 
dangerou s environment for 
non-Christia ns. 

These included Muslims and 
the Jews who had arrived in 
Portugal during Roman times. 

"At first, the Jews were alter
nate ly to lerated and perse
cuted," Parker said. 

But when Spain expelled its 
Jews in 1492, thesituationdisin
tegrated rapidly. 

"The king of Portugal a l
lowed 120,000 Spanish Jews to 
temporarily enter the country," 
Parker said. "He wanted them 
to pay a tax that he could use to 
finance his military campaigns." 

But the wave of emigra tion 
increased the size of Portugal's 
Jewish community from about 
3 to 10 percent of the popula
tion, and its clergy and people 
felt threatened. 

This d iscomfort was under
scored by the philosophies 
prevalent during the Age of 
Exploration. 

" In the 15th and 16th centu
ries, while the Portuguese were 
busy discov,ering the rest of the 
world, they were also busy de
stroying things at home," Parker 
explained. "Part of their mis
sion was to civilize and convert 
the hea then." 

In 1497, the king ordered the 
Jews who were d ispersed 
throughout the country to as
semble in Lisbon. 

"H e told the m tha t they 
would be given ships to leave 
in," said Parker. "But when they 

arrived, they found themselves 
facing a mass forced Baptism 
instead ." 

As those who resisted the 
conversion were killed or im
prisoned , many chose suicide 
instead. 

"The traditional Jewish com
munity and open Jewish p rac
tice ended ," said Parker. "Two 
years later, for economic rea
sons, the Jews, or 'New Chris
tians,' were forbidden to leave 
the country." 

In 1506, increasing hostility 
from Po rtuga l's clergy and 
people resulted in the massacre 
o f 2,000 New Chris tia ns in 
Lisbon. 

Several decades later, in 1536, 
the Inquisition was established 
in Portugal. 

"The power of the lnquisi
tion courts increased to the point 
where they were subject only to 
the king," Parker said. 

According to Parker, Jewish 
reactions were diverse. 

"Some waited for the Mes
siah, some embraced Catholi
cism, and some practiced Juda
ism furtively and privately," she 
said. "Members o f this last 
group became known as crypto
Jews or Marra nos." 

Because Jewish sacred texts 
were prohibited, it became ex
tremely difficult to transmit Jew
ish tradition. 

This loss, coupled with fierce 
anti-Semitism, created a genera
tion of Jews who were largely 
divorced from Jewish practice 
by the mid-16th century. 

In 1821, the Inquisition 
courts were finally abolished . 

"Although public renuncia
tion of Catholicism was forbid
den, some Jews went back to the 
country and started small com
m uni ties in Lisbon and the 
Azores,'' Parker explained . 

Professor Naomi Parker 
Herald photo by Emily Torgan-51,alansky 

In 1910, Portugal became a 
republic in which church and 
state were officially separated . 

Some years later, in 1917, a 
Polish engineer named Samuel 
Schwartz was delighted to dis
cover that there were Jews liv
ing in Belmonte, a small town in 
the mountains near the Spanish 
border. 

"These descendants of the 
New Christians believed that 
they were the last Jews," Parker 
said. 

Although Schwartz brought 
Belmonte to the international 
community's a tten tion, pres
sures from Portugal's clergy and 
government rendered a ttempts 

(Continued on Page 19) 

Happy Chanukah · 
KEDEM SPARKllNG s2ae 
GRAPE JUICE 
Dari<. Blush or = a 
Apple Cider. c.um 6875 
25.4 Oz Bottle. 

MANISCHEWllZ ~ I C NOODLES _ 
Assoned Vanelles. = ' 
12 Oz Bag,. c.um 6526 

Mother' s Noodles . . .... ... 79 
Assoted Varieties 10 Oz Pkg. With Your Card 
6525 
Kedem Tea Biscuits . . 2 for 1.00 
4.5 Oz Pkg. With Your Card 6527 

Mott' s Apple Sauce . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 99 
All Var. 24 Oz-25 Oz Jar. With Your Card 6583 

~.~~!~ PANCAK~ MIX. S 19 9 
and Carmel. YOLII a 
6 Oz Pkg. CARD 6524 

~~N~a~ e~ELT !\&3 s1 
.5 Oz- .8 Oz Bag. 111111 • for 

. CARD 6523 

:~~~~:~!~~mz:~a s1ee 
13.5 Oz Pkg. Frozen. CARii 6531 

GOLDEN _ i199 
POTATO PANCAKE~ 
10.5 Oz Pkg. = 6532 Frozen c.um 

Breakstone Sour Cream ... .... . ..... 99 
~1ti u~~~~~ :;d ~~~~e or Fat Free. 16 Oz Cup. 

Manischewitz Soups . ............. . . 89 
Assorted Varieties. 6 Oz Pkg. With Your Card 
6529 

~:!!E!~!~~~~ 2~., 
8 Oz Jar. CANJ 6534 'IJ 

GOLD'S ggc HORSERADISllm. ~ 
Assorted Varieties. YDUII ~6535 6 Oz Jar. CARD 

RITE BRAND s17 9 HERRING . . . 
In Win~. Cream~ustard. r~ liil 
~rJ~Ucug~ce or hopped. CARD 6586 ,, 

Natl')an·s Smoked Sliced Nova Lox 
8 Oz Pkg. With Your Card 6584 

Smoked Larqe Whitefish . .. 
With Your Carcf6585 

4,99 

. lb3.99 

Smoked Scotch Sliced Salmon . . . 4. 79 
4 Oz Pkg. With Your Card 6587 

RITE BRAND CREAM 
CHEESE 

RITE BRAND 
NOVA BITS 
Save 3.00 lb. 

EMPIRE KOSHER 
TURKEY 
10 lbs. 13 lbs .. Frozen. 

s2ee 
lb 

89~ 
Homa Bulk Dried Fruit ........... lb3.99 
Apricots. Peaches.Pears. Nectarines. 
Prunes. and Mixed Dried Fruit. 

Rugalah . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.99 
From our Bake Shop. 16 Oz Pkg. 
With Your Card 6589 

Nol all items available ,n au stores. 
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OPINION 

Don't Make a L'Chaim to Death 
To the Editor: 

Liberal extremist Jews are in 
ra re fo rm. They are toasting 
stage II of the Oslo Peace Pro
cess (we in the right-wing refer 
to it as the death process). I still 
do not understand wha t all the 
revelry is about. Have ou r 
people gone mad? 

Since the so-called peace pro
cess began, Jewish deaths have 
increased . Some Israeli liberals 
have the nerve to refer to these 
Jewish martyrs as "casualties of 
the peace-making process." I 
find it quite strange that they 
a re u s ing Hi tle ria n ideas. 
Ad olph H itler tho ught that 
murdering the world's 18 mil
lion Jews would bring peace for 
the "Aryan purebreds." I, for 
one, do not want to see a 1940s' 
situation happen in Eretz Yis
rael. Jews did not emigrate to 
Israel (since 1948) to d ie, but to 
make a new life. I cannot under
stand why American and Israeli 
Jews do not stand up to those 
who are selling out our land, bit 
by bit. 

In Rhode Isla nd , many Jews 
are u nwilling to stand up a nd 
be heard . They fear rocking the 
boat. I often hear "Fiddler on 
the Roof" remarks such as "Since 
they're rich, they must know." 
Having money does not mean 
one has political acumen, merely 
business acumen. I recall, a few 
years ago, whenShifra Hoffman, 
a speaker on terrorism, was to 
speak in Providence. A leftist 
R.I. Jewish group called one of 
the Jewish schools and the Or
thodox shuls to tell them not to 
have her. One shul stood up to 
this thuggery a nd had her as a 
speaker. What do wealthy Jews 
have to fear by hearing a politi
ca lly right-wing speaker? Must 
blackmail be the order of the 
day? 

When will the powers-that-
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be_ have rig ht-wing Jewish 
sp eakers? Why not invite 
Morton Klein of Zionist Organi
zation of America or political 
speakers from the Young Israel 
synagogue movement? Do they 
fear that these groups were be
hind the death of Rabin, a claim 
made by liberal extremists in 
the American Zionist move
ment. If they do notinvite any of 
them, it proves that the buzz 
words, Jewish continuity, are 
fiction and not fact. As far as'l' rn 
concerned, the "silent majority" 
will not be heard until it roars. 
We must getout of our lethargy 
and demand equal treatment. 
Our "leaders" demanded civil 
righ ts for African-Americans 
and one man / one vote for South 

In Rhode Island, many 
Jews are unwilling to 

stand up and be heard. 
They fear rocking the 

boat. I often hear 
"Fiddler on the Roof' 

remarks such as "Since 
they're rich, they must 
know." Having money 
does not mean one has 

political acumen, merely 
business acumen. 

African blacks, but what about 
us? Why should the political 
right be an outcast? Don't our 
leaders believe in civil rights for 
certain Jews? Some months ago, 
a so-called Jewish leader lifted 
his fis t to me, because I had the 
nerve to speak about the das
tardly closing of "The Home," 

Candlelighting 
December 4, 1998 

3:57 p.m. 

~ 

' ~ ·-· --=-
Notice: The opinions presented on this 
page do not necessarily represent the 
opinions of this establishment. 

on a local talk show. I'm one 
who is not easily intimidated! 

Even when our religion is 
knocked by non-Jews, our lead
ers expect us right-wingers to 
be sha-shti ll. Some months ago, 
certain liberal Jews were angry 
when I put out a flyer denounc
ing a local church for pu tting 
out Jews fo r J.C. Yiddish flyers 
on telephone poles in the Jewish 
section of Providence. I would 
not tolerate flyers telling Jews 
that they belong to the wrong 
fai th. I also left the reverend a 
message that some Sunday, I 
would bring people to his 
church, to convert Christians to 
Judaism. The Yiddish flyers 
stopped fora whi le, they started 
again. I left a Jewish leader a 
message to handle this matter 
with his ecumenical pals, or I 
would. The leaflets no longer 
appear. This non-wealthy Jew 
was not afraid to pressure a 
leader. 

Even the case of crosses at 
Auschwi tz can't shake up our 
leaders. Crosses are being placed 
where Jewish children were 
burned alive. (The current chief 
rabbi of Poland and the brother 
of Israel's current Ashkenaz 
chief rabbi were witnesses to 
the deaths). This is an outrage 
and no one wants to make (Jew
ish) waves because anti-Semit
ism might be caused. It reminds 
me of the Orthodox Jew that 
once wrote an article in a forum 
publication denouncing rabbis 
in Borough Park for not de
nouncing Jews~who denounced 
Kurt Waldheim for his Nazi 
past. They all, except one rabbi 
treated him as a lunatic. 

Let R.I. Jewry learn a lesson. 
Things get done when one 
speaks up! 

Jerry Snell 
Providence, R.I. 

by Rabbi Bernard H. Mehlman 
This week'sparashah, Vayetze, 

details the years of Jacob's ser
vitude to Laban. Early in the 
parashah we learn how Laban 
entrapped Jacob into serving 
him for 20 years. (Genesis 29:15-
30) Then the Torah narrative 
changes its focus and turns to a 
discussion of a new dimension 
of life in the ancestral house
hold . Thirty verses unfold the 
experience of the next 
seven years . (Genesis 
29 :31- 30:24) In these 
verses, we are admitted to 
the most intimate circle of 
family life. We find our
selves among the women, 
handmaids, and children. 
The men all but disappear. In 
this intimate setting we learn 
that enmity prevails between 
the sisters Leah and Rachel. 
They vie for preference from 
Jacob and yearn for children, 
who they hope will bring hap
piness and peace. As each child 
is born, name-giving becomes 
central. Each name reveals what 
J.P. Fokkelman calls "the inner 
mea ning of [t he infants ' ) 
births." 

In ancient Israel, names were 
often given by the mother and 
sometimes by the father. Some 
names were drawn from nature: 
Barak/Lightning; Tamar/Date-

:R 
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Feinstein 
Chronicles 

Alan Shawn Feinstein Makes 
$25,000 Challenge Offer to Help 

Needy Families This Holiday 
Philanthropist Alan Shawn Feinstein 

has offered to match all donationsof$25 
or more, up to a total of $25,000, made to any non-profit 
agencies in Rhode Island and nearby Massachusetts or Con
necticut, postmarked between Dec. 1 and 15, helping to raise 
money for food, clothing, or toys for needy families this 
holiday. 

Checks should be made out to the charity of your choice 
and sent to the Feinstein Foundation, P.O. Box 2065, Cranston, 
RI 02905. Be sure to enclose a stamped self addressed enve
lope to that charity. Upon receipt of it, Feinstein will make out 
his own check for the same amount as yours, then send both 
his check and yours to the agency in that stamped addressed 
envelope you p rovided. 

"It's a good thing to be able to help others," said Feinstein. 
'To better one life is to better the world. That's what our 
programs teach our children." 

Feinstein also promises a special free holiday gift to anyone 
send ing a donation who includes a stamped envelope made 
out to themselves along with their donation and envelope 
addressed to that agency. 

Should any donations come in to Feinstein after the $25,000 
has been matched, they will be immediately forwarded on to 
those agencies for whom they are intended. 

'T m sure you' ll be very pleased with what I have for you," 
said Feinstein. "Giving has a great way of corning back to you 
several fo ld." 

Feinstein is founder of the Feinstein International Famine 
Center at Tufts University and the "I Can Make a Difference" 
program in Rhode Island elementary schools. 

Have An Opinion? 
If you have an opinion about 

something in the Jewish community, 
why not express it in the Herald? 

SEND YOUR LETTER TO: 

Rhode Island Jewish Herald, P.O. Box 6063, 
Providence, RI 02940, or fax to 401 -726-5820 

Names 
Pa lm . Many na mes, like 
Jocheved/G-d isPower,contained 
an element of the divine name. 
In this story, naming abounds 
- it includes 11 male names 
and one female name - but 
traditional explanations do not 
suffice. The father is always ab
sent, and it is the women who 
give the names. The name be
stowed here always reveals the 
state of being of the mother -
her pride, expectation, and 
hope. The names Reuben, 

Simeon, Levi, Jud a h, Dan, 
Naphtali, Gad, Asher, lssachar, 
Zebulun, Dinah, and finally Jo
sepha!! make their debut in this 
week's parashah. Each name re
flects the state of being of the 
child 's mother, the inner mean
ing of that child's birth. 

As it was with our ancestors, 
so it is with us. The names we 
bestow on our chi ldren reflect 
our own state of being. We fac
tor in the memory of parents, 
grandparents, sisters, brothers, 
and friends who nu rtured and 
sustained us. Each newlife bears 
something of the past and the 
promise of tomorrow. The chi!-

dren who fill our lives wi th joy 
and fulfi llment are bearers of 
our history and emissaries of 
our future. The elaborate story 
of name-giving in Vayetze re
minds us that like the names of 
our biblical ancestors, our names 
and the names of our children 
and grandchildren are expres
sions of our love, our p ride, our 
expectation, and our hope. 

In her poem "Each of us Has 
a Name," the contempo
rary Israeli poetess Zelda 
shares a glimmer of this 
ongoing struggle to de
fine and redefine·our ex
periences and our expec
tations. 

Each of us has a name 
given by G-d 
and given by our parents .. . 
Each of us has a name 
given by the seasons 
and given by our blindness. 
Each of us has a name 
given by the sea 
and given by 
our death. 
For fu r ther study: J.P . 

Fokkelman, Narrative Art i11 Ge11-
esis; Benno Jacob, Ge11esis; Rob
ert Alter, Genesis: Tra11slatio11 and 
Com111e11tary. 

Bernard H. Mehlman is the se
nior rabbi of Temple Israel i11 Bos
ton, Mass. 
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My work week begins, maybe 
like yours, with the search for 
an early bird spot to park in the 
school lot. Then I wind my way 
upstairs to the staff lounge for 
coffee and chit-chat. Maids, 
models, guards and handyfolk 
catch up and guffaw for a few 
moments by the urn till we take 
up our tasks. Paul is a campus 

cop and a weekend fisherman 
a nd hunter. "I got a police re
port on a brea k-in at a ca r 
d ealership. I saw the smashed 
window and heard sounds of 
big trouble, so I sent for armed 
help. Turned out a d eer had seen 
its reflection, cracked the glass 
with its antlers, and ran amok 
all bleeding and trapped . I took 

Deer in 
Fact & 
Fiction 

by Mike Fink 
Herald Contributing Reporter 

aim and shot him. Then I a te its 
heart. It's the only part that tastes 
good fresh. I took the carcass 
home and hung it a t the garage. 
I know how to cut it up just 
right, and I saute the best parts 
of the venison in butter and gar
lic. The rest I freeze. Do you 
want some to take home?" 

admire the earth, the forests, 
mead ows and rivers?" Singer, 
who was of course a vegetarian, 
makes a major motif from the 
souls of our companion crea
tures. Another custod ian, Joe, 
raises birds in an aviary above 
his garage. He sees other souls 
with gentle care and concern. 
That quarter hour I spend with 
thestaffpeoplegrounds meand 
also inspires me to offer my stu
d ents a vision in words of a 
world withoutthe panesofsepa-

NA FTALI 
THE STORYTELLER 

AND HIS HORSE, SUS 

I told him, no thanks, and 
went up to my classroom, where 
I was teaching a tale by James 
Thurber, It is ca lled The White 
Deer and tells the fable of a mild 
prince who fa lls in love with an 
enchanted d oe. What a differ
ence between fact and fable, two 
sorts of tru th! I preach kind
ness to animals, but I certainly 
don' t preach to Paul. In my 
course I include a group of 
sketches by Isaac Singer, which ration and the surfaces of self
feature loving portraits of wise ishness,adream-gardenofgrace 
a nimals, "lovely and pleasant and blessing. 
in theirlives." One of his fan ta- My art s tudents come from 
sies is about a d og Korea and Costa 
who befriends a 1 · , . · .. ·. . ' Rica, China and 
cat. Unhl a mir- 1-',\ ·, ··. ·; · , Afr ica. They 

~~: ~ooi::: ~n~~ \ 1/r~:·'.··.·t':·.,.::_·:·;;· ~l ;;;:e:~:~t t~~ 

m a kes trouble ( JJfl!J:~ ! their d isplaced 
be tween them . tr)' ,. ; , : . ·. · , li ves, confes-
" A glass mirror ·~ .__ ,.· I , ' sions that fasci-
shows o nly the .'it · . ;J ~ nate me. As De-
skin," he co n- · · · · cembe r winds 
eludes. Bambi by Felix Salten down the semes-

Glass keeps us ter and closes a 
away from the alluring objects chapter of my friendships, I am 
of our desire. It can also force grateful for these fall mornings 
lonely vanity upon us. "Why of s torytelling in search of vari
look a t yourself when you can ous truthsand shapesofbeau ty. 

Capitol Hill to College Hill 
by Mike Fink 

Herald Contributing Reporter 
Charlie Baks t spoke to m y 

R.I.S.D. journa lism class and 
backed u p som e of m y own 
counsel. "You have to ma ke 
a n effort, reach out, d o some
thing, or you get lazy and sec
ond ra te in your columns and 
s tories." 

He told us about his White 
House luncheon with President 
Bush, his limousine ride with 
President Clinton, his recent 
p honechatwithPresidentFord, 
and the hate mail and threaten
ing calls he gets from the edito
rials he writes in defense of im
migrants, gays, and other mi
norities. "All they do is con
vince me I was right to take the 
position I chose." 

He d ined among only eigh t 
a t table with Bus h, w ho was 
more personable and commu
nica tive than his reputation, 
spent a half hour wi th Clinton 
between Pawtucket and Provi
d ence, while the chief execu
tive s tretched his legs, showed 
o ff his record, a nd ha d the 
entire chat taped for future ref
erence. Gera ld Ford called 
back to d iscuss his friendship 
with the Fogar ty fa mily of 
G locester, R.I. , w he re the 
Catholics were victims of Ku 
Klux Kla n cross-burnings on 
their property. 

Charlie Bakst is a rumpled 
figure in white shirt, red sus-

penders, striped necktie flow
ing back and for th as he moves 
among the students responding 
to their questions and trying to 
d ig into their interests, asking 
about their work so far into the 
course. He tells them to be sure 
to get their facts and names 
straight and right, to seek out 
contacts and to lis ten with care 
to the people they meet on their 
road . He sips his light coffee 
and tastes, too, the fun of ar
ticles past that brought him 
some limelight. "Everybody 
liked my pieces about Jew
ish summer camp in the 
'50s. And my trip to 
Cuba with my fam
ily and my journey 
to Florida ha ve 
wide a ppea l. 
Nostalgia sells in 
Rhod e Island ." 
He p ra ised 
Senator Pell for 
h is foresigh t. 
"The highspeed 
rail service from 
Boston through 
Rhode Island to 
Washington will 
come as the sena
tor predicted de
cad es ago. He was 
ahead of his time, 
a true leader and 
visionary." 

"What's the fu
ture for Jonathan 
Pollard?" I asked 

twice, hoping for an inside 
scoop. "As a person, he can be 
ignored . But as part of top nego
tia tions, I think he will go free," 
he claimed, and I quietly cheered 
in my corner. 

He came, he saw and he con
quered the class; but he said 
something on the way out and 
b_ack to his Journal office. "I 

could see interest in some 
eyes, but other faces 

looked as though, 
jus t maybe, s tu

dents from abroad 
d on' t fully under
stand English." We 

have a full fifth 
of the school 
popula.ti o n 
from abroad, 
and the lan
guage barrier 
is very solid. 
A keen
eyed, sharp· 
tongued yet 

good-hearted 
visitor like M. 

Charles Ba kst 
bears good wit

ness and brings 
some zest and zeal 

from the skyscraper 
canyons to the stu

dio world o n the 
o ther side of the 
riverbank. 

Sketch by 
Joshua Backer 

FEATURE 

Dreams & Ditties 
by Mike Fink 

Herald Contributing Reporter 

Danny Kaye used to speed 
up the songs of this land, with 
his bleached hair in Irving Ber
lin vehicles like "White Chris t
mas." My folks got here a t the 
brink of the Great War. We 
learned its lyrics in our public 
school music classes. "Pack Up 
Your Troubles in Your Old Kit 
Bag" and "There's a Long Long 
Trail a'Winding into the Land 
of My Dreams." You could 
make those metaphors work for 
peaceas wellas combat. ''Trees" 
set a trench foxhole hymn to 
nature to a tune that mirrored 
your mood. 

The ba llad s tha t came to 
mean the most to me start from 
the depression era. "Why do I 

- love y0u? Why d o you love 
me?" my mother asked 
in a plaintive s train. I 
a lways like a serenad e 
with a history. Like a 
jacket or a sofa, a va
lise or a tree, a bar of 
music grows from a 
root, a past, a source. 
Only a piece of fruit 
has to be spa nking 
new, fresh as today's 
sunbeam. 

I guess the big band 
themes of the '40s dug 
in deepest fo rme,even 
though I was too young 
to live the lyrics. You'd 
beso nice by the fire. In 
a qua int carava n 
there's a lady they call 
the Gypsy. Later in the 
d ecad e, the o ld 
lamplighter returned . 
"He made the night a 
little brighter, w herever he 
would go." I guess once Ike's 
Route 95 wiped out the foyers 
a nd the carava ns a nd the 
streetlamps, we got homesick 
in our chanteys and minuets at 
least. ! could write a book about 
the way the words to old har
monies tell the tale of our cen
tury. I've got some conserva
tory s tudents ga thering the 
scores and tuning up to give a 
classroom concert for semester's 
end, helping me with my re
search into the carefully chosen 
syllables and fla ts and sharps. 

The '60s had some fine rheto
ric a bout love among the broth
ers and sis ters all over the land. 
There were still mood-meta-

phors about the bridge over 
troubled waters, the hammerof 
justice. Most of the great s tuff 
borrows its echoes from earlier 
eras, but the tempo changes, 
style shifts. Here in Rhode Is
land as protest turned in the 
'70s into communal locale, the 
Cowsills pra ised South 
County's Indian Lake, a scene 
you should make with your little 
one. "I love the flower girl... 
flowers in her hair, flowers ev
erywhere!" I wax wistful for the 
innocence and the high-minded 
goodwill o f yo re. Like the 
Beatles, "!Believe in Yesterday." 

Richie Lupo's d o wntown 
club brought "Complex World" 
to the scene in the '80s and his 
Brown roommate Jim Wolpaw 
made a movie about the new 
soundsofthatsmug decade with 

a lack of fine phrases and ro
mantic sentiments. "Please re
lease me, let me go!" made a bid 
for personal privilege, not the 
flightofbluebirds overthewhite 
cliffs of home. 

I ask my son and his pack of 
pals tofillmeinontheraprhymes 
of our '90s. I can't even print the 
crude, ifweirdlywitty, turnsand 
twists. I'll fall back on the tried
and-true, "I don' t mean to bust 
your bubble, but the girls of the 
world ain' t nothin' but trouble!" 
Or, ''Things didn' t work o~t be
tween me and your mom. 

Gentler values, softer sounds, 
charm instead of shock value: Is 
there a trail a'winding back to 
the land of our earlier dreams? 
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JEWISH COMMUNITY 
Helen Epstein Visits Rhode Island 

Holocaust Memorial Museum 
On Dec. 10 at 7:30 p.m. the 

Rhode Island Holocaust Memo
rial Museum will host a special 
reception with Helen Epstein, 
author of four previous books, 
incJuding best-seller Children of 
the Holocaust,Joe Papp: An Ameri
can Life and Music Talks . As part 
·of the annual book fair spon
sored by the Jewish Commu
nity Center of Rhode Island, 
the RIHMM will also host a se
lection of Holocaus t-related 
books at the book fair, Dec. 1 to 
25. Epstein's newest book, en
titled Where She Came From: A 
Daughter's Search for Her 
Mother's History, will be dis
cussed by the author, followed 
by a dessert reception and book 
signing at the RIHMM. 

Epstein's newest book com
bines a moving fami ly history 
with the scrupulous ly re
searched fates of Central Euro
pean Jews. After her mother's 
sudden death, the author was 
determined to write the story of 
her mother's dramatic life. But 
like so many children of Holo
caust survivors, she had only 
stories to guide her. Over a pe-

riod of 12 years, Epstein trav
eled to Czechoslovakia, Austria 
and Israel, piecing her beauti
fully rendered account of the 
life of her maternal ancestors. 

Where She Came From is part 

Helen Epstein 

memoir, part detective story, 
part social history, recreating the 
lives of three generations of 

New Prizes For The PHDS Raffle 
How can you furnish your home with fine furniture for $100? If 

you win the 1998 Providence Hebrew Day School Scholarship 
Raffle grand prize, you' ll receive $5,000 worth of home furniture . 
Each year the Providence Hebrew Day School sponsors a raffle that 
benefits the schoo_l's scholarship fund . The raffle is open to the 
entire community, and you do not have to be present at the 
drawing to win. 

There are three main prizes that are given out, as well as other 
smaller prizes the night of the drawing. Third prize is a two-day 
trip to Washington, D.C., including airfare, hotel and car rental. 
The second prize is a pair of round-trip tickets to Israel. The grand 
prize is $5,000 worth of home furniture that includes delivery and 
sales tax. A cash prize of $3,600 can-substitute for the furniture. 

The PHDS fund-raising vice-president, David Yavner, is ex
cited about the new list of prizes this year and hopes to raise even 
more than last year's very successful raffle. The school's scholar
ship fund enables many children to a ttend PHDS who otherwise 
cannot afford the full tuition. The support for the school's raffle 
comes not only from parents of the school, but also from members 
of the Jewish community and the general public. 

The price of each ticket is $100, and may be purchased through 
the mail or in person a t the school. Each ticket purchased helps to 
provide a quality secular and Judaic education for Rhode Island 
children. 

workingwomen. It brings to life 
a fascinating world eradicated 
by the double devastations of 
Nazism and Communism. 

In Epstein's deft hands, the 
personal and the political com
bine, affirming, as Virginia 
Woolf said , "we think back 
through our mothers if we are 
women." 

Children and grandchildren 
of Holocaust survivors are en
couraged to attend this special 
evening with Epstein and the 
RIHMM. This event is free and 
open to the public. 

Also part of this year's book 
fair is author and artist Nick Del 
Calzo,creatoroftheTriumphant 
Spirit photo exhibit. The exhibit 
will open with a special recep
tion at the University of Rhode 
Island in Providence on Dec. 8 
at 6 p.m. The artist will be 
present for a brief discussion 
and book signing, followed by 
an open reception and book 
signing. Call for tickets. 

Epstein's and Del Calzo's 
books will be sold at the book 
fair as well. 

For more information about 
any of these events, call the ex
ecu tive director, Tara V. 
Lisciandro, at 453-7860. 

Cub Scout Awards 
Pack 104 at Congregation 

Beth Sholom announces classes 
for the Jewis h Cub Scout 
Awards - Maccabee and 
Aleph. Rabbi Mitchell Levine 
has offered to instruct the boys. 
Classes will be held approxi
mately every two weeks unti l 
the requirements are finished. 
Rabbi Levine has agreed to 
open the classes to any Jewish 
Cub Scout, regardless of their 
pack or synagogue affiliation. 

The Maccabee Award is for 
boys in the first or second grade. 
The Aleph is for boys in grades 
three through five. 

For further information, con
tact Roberta Winkleman at 751-
8323. 

' ' College Hill 
Book Store 

252 Thayer Street, Providence (401) 751-6404 - Fax: (401) 331-4432 

... IS PROUD TO PRESENT 
Nationally Renowned Author, Speaker, Physician 

Prescriptions 
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BUN-IE i . SUCEL, M, t>.f 

DR. BERNIE 
SIEGEL 

• Booksigning • 
• December 15, 1998 • Call For Time• 

Author of: Love, Medicine, and Miracles 
Peace, Love and Healing 

How to Live Between Office Visits 
His N ewest Book; Prescriptions for Living 

Students at the JCC Prtlschool 
Prepare For Thanksgiving 

Students at the preschool at the Jewish Community Center 
of Rhode Island are learning about Thanksgiving and its 
meaning to Americans and American Jews. Through class
room projects and stories and through the JCCRI's innovative 
learning center, Traditions on Wheels, chi ldren are learning 
lessons of freedom and thanksgiving. 

"Thanksgiving is a time for us to focus on family and to give 
thanks for all that we have," said Kathy Novick, Traditions on 
Wheels coordinator, "It is a time to put into action what it 
means to be Jewish: a time for tzedakkah, to give what we can 
to those who have less." At the JCCRI preschool, children are 
imbued with a love for the Jewish and American values of 
sharing and helping others. 

To find out more about the Jewish Community Center of 
Rhode Island Preschool, or to setup an appointment to observe 
our children in action, call 861-8800. Photo courtesyofJCC 

UMass Hillel Wins 
International Award 

TheUniversityofMassachu- this feat, placing UMass Hillel 
setts Hillel has been selected to in the forefront of Jewish cam
receive the 1998 William Haber pus life." 
Award for programs of quality William Haber Award recipi
for the Jewish campus comrnu- ents are chosen annually by a 
ruty by International Hillel: The committee of Hillel lay leaders, 
Foundation for Jewish Cam- academic advisors, students, 
pus Life in Washington, and professiona ls , sa~s 
D.C. UMass Hillel was ~ Perlmutter. The award 1s 
recognized for ''Making nam~d in memory of Dea~ 
Choices of Loving, Liv- Willi~m Haber o_f the Urn-
ing, and Dying," a year- vers1ty ofM,chi~an, who 
long series of programs se~ved as cha,~ of the 
examining issues con- H1IlelComrruss10nfrom 
fronting Jewish students 1955 to 1963. Haber was a 
such as intermarriage, renowned academic and 
the environment, and Jewish economist who served in many 
identity. leadership positions of signifi-

The award will be presented cance to world Jewry. 
at the 1998 Schusterman Hillel Hillel: The Foundation for 
International Professional Staff Jewish Campus Life is the Iarg
Conference in Princeton, N.J., estJewish campusorganization 
Dec. 20 fo 23. in the world and is committed 

"The Haber Award is Inter- to empowering and engaging 
national Hillel's gold medal," Jewish studentsthroughil: net
said Rabbi Saul Perlmutter, di- work of more than 500 regional 
rectorofHillel atthe university. centers, campus foundations, 
"UMassHillel has been selected and affiliates, said Perlmutter. 
to receive this international rec- One of the chief goals of the 
ognitionforthefourthtimesince organization is building Jewish 
the award was established in identity while nurturing intel-
1978. We are one of only three lectual and spiritual growth 
schools worldwide to achieve within a pluralistic community . 
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Resettlement Program Joins Collaborative 

Partnered with Citizens Bank 
The Resettlement program at 

Jewish Family Service has joined 
a major collaborative with nine 
other non-profit agencies to 
strengthen citizenship services 
to immigrants and refugees 
throughout the state. Citizens 
Financial Group has agreed to 
partner the efforts and will do
nate $300,000 to the project over 
three years, inaddi tion to pledg
ing significant volunteer sup
port throughout the collabor
ative's citizenship system to as
sist the growing immigrant 
population. 

JFS Resettlement Director 
Ellen Steingold says, "The col
laborative is important because 
we can accomplish things more 
effectively together than sepa
rately. Citizens' support is very 
welcome and will help us to 
continue to provide the services 
so desperately needed by the 
immigrant population." 

In addition to JFS, the mem
bers of the Citizenship Collabo
rative are the International In
stituteofRhode Island, the Cape 
Verdean American Community 
Development, the Diocese of 

Providence/Office of Immigra
tion and Refugee Services, The 
Genesis Center, Progreso 
Latino, Inc., Project Hope/ 
Proyecto Esperanza, the Retired 
Senior Volunteer Program 
(RSVP) and Socio-economic 
Development Center. 

With Citizens' financialcorn
rnitrnent, Citizens Financial 
Group Chairman and CEO 
Lawrence K. Fish will chair the 
Collaborative advisory board 
which meets monthly, and he 
will serve as a program volun
teer, dedicating two hours each 
week to mentoring candidates 
and assisting with classes. Citi
zens Bank volunteers will help 
tutor students preparing to take 
the citizenship exam; a Citizens 
Bank officer will serve on each 
of the boards of the Collabora
tive agencies; Citizens will as
sis t partner agencies in arrang
ing field trips for immigrant stu
dents to the State House and 
various City Halls; the Collabo
rative will coordinate with Citi
zens to develop financial man
agement classes to be given at 
the partner agencies; and a Citi-

zens Bank sabbatical officer will 
be assigned to assist in the over
all collaborative effort. The Citi
zenship Collaborative is be
lieved to be unique in the na
tion. It received the joint early 
supportofstategovernrnent, the 
Rhode Island Foundation and 
the Emma Lazarus Foundation 
of New York, which provided 
the seed monies to help launch 
the collaborative. 

Serena Conley, director of the 
coll a bora ti ve, says the 
collaborative's goals for the up
comingyearareto "serveatleast 
300 people in our classes at our 
agency centers and to help as
sist at least 100 people pass the 
INS citizenship exam. In short, 
we hope to prepare more people 
in a more efficient manner to 
become American citizens. To 
that end, we will also fight for 
federal legislation that will de
crease the backlog for the pro
cessing of citizenship applica
tions." 

ForinforrnationabouttheJFS 
Resettlement program, call Re
settlernen t Director Ellen 
Steingold at 331-1244. 

PHDS Pre-K Welcomes Guests 
The Pre-K has just finished a mini-unit on "Hachnasas 

Orchirn" -inviting and welcoming in guests. Our circle times 
learning about Hachnasas Orchirn included play-acting and 
pretending how we welcome in guests, playing games our 
guests wanted to, even if we didn' t, sharing our toys, offering 
food, the proper way to walk our guests out, and saying good
bye. We learned an Hachnasas Orchirn song and made special 
placernats that our guests could use. 

To put into use all that we learned, we invited Mrs. 
Noorparvar's Jewish Community Center nursery class for 
snack and play. We welcomed them, sat next to them and 
introduced ourselves. The JCC nursery class used our Hachnasas 
Orchirn placemats for our snack of apple juice, popcorn and 
cookies made by the Pre-K. After our snack, we all went to the 
playground and had a wonderful time with our new friends. 

Photo courtesy of PHDS 

Putting the Washington Scandal 
Into a Jewish Perspective 

Temple Beth-El Holds 
Hanukkah Party Dec. 13 

Fishel Bresler and his Hot Shots will entertain everyone once 
again at this year's Finkel Family First Night of Hanukkah Celebra
tion at Temple Beth-El. Bresler has studied klezrner music with 
contemporary master, Andy Statrnan, for more than a decade. Last 
year he replaced Statrnan on the first half of a national Jewish music 
tour with noted rnandolinis t David Grisrnan. Bresler has also 
played bluegrass, classical and country-rock and is well-known as 
a vaudevillian and storyteller. He is currently on the faculty at the 
Providence Hebrew Day School and The Music School. 

If you are a parent, teacher or a 
rnernberofclergy, you have prob
ably been faced by a child asking 
hard questions about morality. 
The prominence of scandals, sex, 
power and politics in the media 
have increased confusion and in
quiry among our children. To as
sistadultsinansweringthesehard 
questions, the Jewish Commu
nity Center of Rhode Island will 
be presenting a brunch and pre
sentation by journalist and au
thor, Yosef I. Abramowitz. 
Abramowitz, who recently pub
lished Beyond Scandal; The Par
ents' Guide to Sex, Lies and Leader
ship, will be the keynote speaker 
at the JCCRI' s annual bookfairon 
Dec. 6 at 9:30 a.rn. 

"This is a wonderful oppor
tunity for parents to meet this 
well-known author," said 
Susanne Gordon, chair of the 
Jewish Community Center's 

Jewish 
Genealogical 

Society Presents 
History Program 
The Jewish Genealogical So

ciety of Grea ter Boston will 
present "European History for 
the Jewish Genealogist" on Dec. 
8 from 7 to 9 p .rn. a t Temple 
Reyirn, 1860 Washington St. 
(Rte. 16), Newton. 

Jack Arbeiter will lecture on 
historical events which have led 
to changes-in national bound
aries and the locations of genea
logical archives. The discussion 
will focus on areas which have 
significance to today' s Jewish 
genealogist, but will also include 
a general overview of the events 
which shaped the Europe of our 
ancestors. 

The admission is $3 (mem
bers free), and it is wheelchair 
accessible. Call (617) 796-8522. 
Refreshments will be served. 

annual bookfair, "and to learn 
methods to deal with the diffi
cult issues which surround us. 
We are excited to present an 
author who will address such 
timely issues as the scandal in 
Washington." 

In addition to publishing Be
yond Scandal, Abramowitz is the 
founder and CEO of Jewish Fam
ily & Life!, a dynamic non-profit 
that is the world's largest pub
lisher of Jewish on-line rnaga
zines including <JewishFamily. 
corn>. He also serves as the ex
ecutive editor and publisher of 
Sh'ma, the Jewish community's 
leading intellectual journal, and 
he is the president of the Union 
of Councils for Soviet Jews. As 
an award-winning journalist, 

his articles appear in more than 
50 American Jewish newspa
pers. He is also the co-author of 
the best-seller,,/ewish Family & 
Life: Traditions, Holidays and Val
ues for Today's Parents & Chil
dren. He is a regular columnist 
for Moment Magazine and is a 
contributing editor to the Jewish 
Spectator. 

This year marks the 39th year 
of the JCCRI bookfair. 

The JCCRI bookfair promises 
to beagreatopportunity to meet 
prominent authors and to in
creaseyour Jewish library. New 
and used books will be sold at 
the JCCRI from Dec. 1 to 25. For 
more information or for volun
teer opportunities, call the 
JCCRI at 861-8800. 

Klezrner music is the laughing, crying, wailing, heartfelt instru
mental music of Eastern European'Jewish life. Having developed 
over many centuries, it incorporates the musical influences from 
the Rumanian, Hungarian, Slavic and Middle Eastern cultures. At 
the heart of all of this is the spiritual yearning of the Jewish soul in 
all ofits many moods. It will be a treat for your ears and your hearts 
that you won' t want to miss. 

An outdoor candlelighting, beginning at 6 p.m. will precede the 
festivities and will be led by members of the temple's youth 
groups. Refreshments, including latkes and punch, will be served 
at 6:15 p.rn. by the Sisterhood at a reception in the Silverstein 
Meeting Hall immediately following the candlelighting. The 
evening's events are free and open to all. Mark your calendar -
Dec. 13, at 6 p.rn. See you there! 

A,okiV\9 fo.-' a special gift? 
The Miriam Hospital gift shop is the place for all of your holiday shopping. 

164 S UMMIT AVENUE , PROVIDENC E 

You'll find a wide variety of unique items, including beautiful 

jewelry, picture frames, children's gifts and decorative items. 

And remember, your purchase at the gift shop is helping to heal 

one heart at a time. All gift shop proceeds will benefit the 

construction of two new cardiac operating rooms at The Miriam 

Hospital. The gift shop is open weekdays 7am-8pm, weekends 

12pm-7pm. Call (401) 793-2531 for more information. 

Join us for an open house on Thursday, December 10 from 

4:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 

Bring this ad to the open house and receive a free Beanie Baby 
with a purchase of $25 or more. Refreshments will be served. 
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ASDS Seeks New Director 
by Emily Torgan-Shalansky 

Jewish Community Reporter 
Following the resignation of 

HassieHalley, PhD,theAlperin 
Schechter Day School Board has 
announced that it is seeking a 
new director as well as imple
menting long-planned changes 
to its administration. 

"We were surprised by 
Hassie Halley's departure, and 
we are now conducting a na
tion-wide search for a perma
nent head," said Interim Direc
tor Penney Stein on Nov. 30. 

Halley served as director of 
the Conservative day school in 
Providence from September 
1997 to November 1. 

Stein, an ASDS founding par
ent whose 20-year association 
with the school has included 
positions as a Judaic resource 
teacher and director of admis
sions, public relations and de
velopment, will serve as interim 
director until a permanent di
rector is found. 

The ASDS Board has also an
nounced that as of November, 
Meredith B. Costa has joined the 
ASDS administrative team as its 
first Principal of General Studies. 

Costa, a Providence native 
who was educated in its public 
school system, earned a B.A. in 
education and an M.A. in ad
ministration from Rhode Island 
College and also holds numer
ous graduate credits from the 
University of Rhode Island, 
Tufts University and Simmons 
College. 

Costa has been professionally 
involved with the Providence 
school system for more than 30 
years, during which she taught 
attheE.W.Flynn,JohnHowland 
and Dr. Martin Luther King 
Schools. In 1972, she was ap
pointed principal at the Flynn 
School and was commended by 
the Urban Education Center as 
the first black, female school prin
cipal in Rhode Island. Between 
1987and 1995,sheserved asprin
cipal of the Gilbert Stuart School. 

According to ASDS Board 
Co-President Leah Ehrenhaus
Hersh, the newly created posi
tion of principal of general stud
ies is part of an administrative 
restructuring plan that has been 
underway for about a year. 

"The school has grown a lot 
in its 20 years," said Ehrenhaus-

Hersh of Rhode Island's first 
Conservative day school, which 
recently celebrated a 20th anni
versary that marked its transi
tion from an experimental kin
dergarten for 10, to a well-re
spected institution that now 
enrolls 240 children. "We 
thought it was time to revisit the 
issue of administration and fig
ure-Out what would work for a 
school our size." 

The ASDS Board and staff 
members obtained information 
from the New England Associa
tionofindependentSchoolsand 
also considered the administra
tive structure of about 25 other 
Solomon Schechter day schools. 

As a result, they determined 
that more clearly defined ad
ministrative roles were in or
der. 

"It used to be that we had a 
director and an assistant direc
torwho were both involved with 
jus t about everything," 
Ehrenhaus-Hersh said . " In
s tead, we decided tha t we 
needed a head of school, a gen
eral studies principal and a Ju
daic studies principal." 

(Continued on Page 19) 

New Jewish Family Lecture at UMass Dartmouth 
"The New Jewish Family" will be the topic of author Anita Diamant's talk at the University of 

Massachusetts Dartmouth on Dec. 9 at 7 p.m. in the library's first floor conference room. Admission 
is free. Parking is in lot 13. . . 

In her lecture, Diamant will debunk the old stereotypes about Jewish parents and discuss the new 
cha Henges facing fa mi lies today, and how the Jewish communi ty can support mothers and fa the rs as 
they develop new models for themselves and their children. . . . . 

Diamant, a columnist for the Boston Globe Magazine and other pubhcahons, 1s the author of five 
handbooks to contemporary Jewish life. They are Saying Kaddish, How To Comfort The Dying, Bury The 
Dead and Mourn as a Jew (Schocken Books, 1998); Choosing a Jewish Life: A Handbook for People Converting 
to Judaism and for Their Family and Friends (Schocken, 1997), Living a Jewish Life: Jewish Traditions, 
Customs and Values for Today's Families (Harper Collins, 1993), The New Jewish Baby Book (Jewish Lights, 
1994), and The New Jewish Wedding (Simon & Schuster, 1985). 

Her first novel, The Red Tent, was based on the biblical story of Dinah (St. Martin's Press, October, 
1997; Picador paperback, November 1998). The Red Tent was awarded the Boston Author's Club 
"Book of the Year" prize, and is being translated into six languages including Korean. 

Diamant is currently writing a weekly column called "One Jewish Life" which appears on the 
worldwide web at <jewishfamily.com>, and in selected Jewish newspapers around _the country. 

The daughter of Holocaust survivors, she grew up in New Jersey a~d Denver. She 1s a gradu~te of 
Washington University in St. Louis and has a master's degree in English from the State Uruvers1ty of 
New York in Binghamton. She lives in Newton, Mass., W1th her husband and daughter, and 1s a 
member of Congregation Beth El of the Sudbury River Valley. . 

Cast Rehearses For 'Sabbath Peddler' 
On the heels of the Jewish Theatre Ensemble's production of 

"Crossing Delancey," JTE is currently in, rehearsal for their 
upcoming productionof the "Sabbath Peddler." This touching 
musical, which will be presented Jan. 23, 24, 30 and 31, is being 
performed by a very talented group of child actors, rounding 
outtheirseasonofa dramaticcomedy,a musicalandachildren's 
production. 

The Jewish Theatre Ensemble is a program of the Jewish 
Community Center of Rhode Island and is currently in its 
second season. Advanced tickets are now available for the 
"Sabbath Peddler." For more information or for volunteer 
opportunities with the Jewish Theatre Ensemble or any other 
Jewish Community Center of Rhode Island program, call 861-
8800. Photo co11rtesy of Jewish Theatre Ensemble 

URl's College of Business 
Administration Seeks Nominees 

The University of Rhode Island's College of Business Adminis
tration is seeking nominations for its Hall of Fame, established in 
conjunction with the college's 75th anniversary. 

On Apri l 24,1999, the college will induct about 10 promine~t 
alumni / business people during a ceremony and formal dinner m 
the Rotunda Room at the Convention Center. 

Priority will be given to induction of individuals who are 
alumni of the College of Business Administration. However, non
alumni may be considered for induction. The primary consider
ation is the distinction the nominee has brought to the college, the 
university and/or the state of Rhode Island through their careers 
or through their contributions in advancing the mission and repu
tation of the college. 

Along with the name of the nominee, include background 
information on the nomination. 

Nominations should be forwarded, no later than Dec. 11 to: 
Dean Edward M. Mazze, College of Business Administration, 
University of Rhode Island, 301 Ballentine Hall, 7 Lippitt Road, 
Kingston, R.I. 02881. . . 

Submissions may also be made by e-mail to <emazze@ 
uriacc.uri.edu> or by fax to the dean's office at 874-4312. 

Stars of David Hosts Chanukah Party 

-
If your car is involved in an accident ... 

PROTECT YOUR VALUABLES 
Family's 

... yourvsafety depends on it! 

FALL CAR CARE SPECIAL 
Fall Protection Special · W1!1Ml:U•W 
Get your car ready. for 
the long winter ahead: 
Includes: Outside Buff, 
Glaze, Seal and Wax. @illiitiHll&W 

The Stars of David, an organization that provides educational 
and social programs to Jewish and partly Jewish adoptive families, 
is having a Chanukah Party on Dec. 20 at 5 p.m. The cel~brahon 
takes place at Temple Ema nu-El in Providence. Dinn~r_and enter
tainment are provided along with the company of families that can 
relate to each other. 

Call Roberta K. Schneider at 431-0728 for reservations.and to 
learn more about the other programs held during the year. 

Sisterhood of Temple Beth,El 
presents 

~ rgJ~ 
Sunday, December 6 - 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Handbags • Jewelry • Stained Glass Stones 
Books • Alpaca Sweaters • Judaica • Watercolors 
Funky Ties - David Van Noppen --Bruce Lenore 

Kids' Wear • Bake Sale • Antique Toys 
Bric-a-Brae and much more!! 

We have great gifts for him and her. 
Shop early. Have a cup of coffee and a bagel 

with us at 70 Orchard Ave., Providence. 

PHDS Receives 
Generous Bequest 
For Scholarships 
The Providence Hebrew Day 

School was the recipient of a 
major gift for its scholarship 
fund from the estate of Gerald 
Connis. Connis was a long-time 
resident of Providence and a 
strong supporter of the Provi
dence Hebrew Day School and 
Jewish education in general. 
Although he had no children of 
his own, Connis had a true love 
for children and wanted to es
pecially help those families who 
could not afford the full tuition 
for a day school education. 
When passed away, the children 
of PHDS were taught the im
portant mitzvah of showing re
spect by lining Elmgrove Av
enue in front of the school as the 
hearse carrying Connis passed 
by. At a school assembly, the 
children were told of the gener
osity of Connis and a plaque 
was dedicated in his memory. 

The funds received from the 
estate will be put in the school's 
scholars hip fund and the 
school's endowment fund . 
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They Came, They Saw, They Ate, They Danced! 

Perspectives Celebrates 
Its Third Anniversary 

by Sharon Grainer 
There are just four words to 

describe Perspectives: The 
Rhode Island Jewish Young 
Adult Project's Anniversary 
Bash, "Swing Into the 4th Year 
of Perspectives," on Nov. 14: It 
was absolutely amazing!J'm not 
just biased because I'm the di
rector -it really was a magical 
night. Almost 70 people in their 
20s and 30s (including people 
from the Orthodox, Conserva
tive and Reform communities) 
ushered in Perspectives' fourth 
year in swinging style. People 
kept corning up to me saying, 
"The decorations are wonder
ful!" "The band is really good!" 
"The food is delicious!" Imag
ine how much fun all of these 
grown adults were having in 
the Providence Children's 
Museum's exhibits. I have the 
pictures to prove it! 

The event is still getting rave 
reviews. I received an e-mail 
from Laura Stroud two days 

EXCITED PARTY goers swing to the sounds of Boston-based 
· band Jumpin' Bones. 

later in which she wrote about 
the lessons that were given by 
the Brown Swing Club" ... it was 
the first time I was even remotely 
able to pick up swing dancing." 
Mike Rader from Boston wrote 
me the next day exclaiming, 
"Once again, I had a great time 

last night." People have been 
making a point of telling me 
how great the event was at ev
ery Perspectives event since the 
big night. 

Michael Simon, one of Per
spectives' co-chairs, had the fol
lowing to say about the anni
versary event, "Perspectives 
was very excited about the an
niversary event. It was a big 
success! It was the culmination 
of a lot of hard work by a num
ber of folks who are involved in 
Perspectives. They worked on 
everything from decorations to 
getting the band and the food. It 
was a swinging fun time! It was 
a chance for people who are new 
to the area and people who have 
been in the area for years tq 
mingle and celebrate each other, 
celebrate Perspectives and cel
ebrate being young Jews in 
Rhode Island." 

Charles and Julia Ross 
Photos courtesy of Perspectives 

For graduate students and 
young professionals who 
missed the big night, don't 
worry! Perspectives has many 
wonderful events coming up in 
December. We will be meeting 
at Finnegan's Wake for a night 
of karaoke, volunteering at the 
Providence Children's Mu
seum,having aShabbatpot-luck 
dinner, celebrating the second 
night of Chanukah together and 
more! If you have any questions 
about Perspectives and/or 
events, don' t hesitate to e-mail 
or call , <Sharon Grainer 
@Brown.edu> or 863-9357. Re
member: Celebrate life! Cel
ebrate being a Jew! 

Financial Planning 
for Aliyah 

The Israel Aliyah Center and 
Tehilla in cooperation with Mor
gan Stanley Dean Witter presents 
''Financial Planning for Aliyah 
(And Beyond)." 

The topics will include: 
• Financing your new home 

in Israel - latest developments, 
and 

• How to consolidate your 
funds and have access both in 
the United States and Israel. 

The meeting will be held Dec. 
7 at 7 p.m. at the offices ofHadas
sah/YoungJudaea, 2001 Beacon 
St., Cleveland Circle, Brookline. 

The company has "a decade 
of experience helping families 
plan Aliyah." R.S.V.P. to the Is
rael Aliyah Center at (617) 457-
8750 or e-mail <massaliyah@ 
aol.com>. 

Oh ~o, ~ot Goldfigain! 
Is one thing you will net7er hear during the holiday! 

Come choose from our wide selection of gold jewele,y at 

Fil ll:,Concannonjl ~ 
~ Jewe[ers 

2190 Broad Street, Unit 7, Cranston, Rhode Island 02905 
Hours: Monday-Friday IO to 8, Saturday 10 to 6, Gift Certificates Available 

PREE Layaway Tel: 467-4727, Fax: 467-4745 www.concannonjeweler.com 

Flights of Fancy 
by Rabbi Yitzchok Adlerstein 

The spirits of millions ofolder 
Americans soared with John 
Glenn's courageous return to 
space. He may, though, have 
taken the expectations of senior 
citizens higher than they can 
reasonably go. 

There will be very few retir
ees beginning second careers as 
astronauts. In fact, it is down
rightwrongheaded to imply that 
older folks can do all the same 
things that younger ones can. It 
creates a burden that only the 
most fit and able can bear. Why 
should we agree to value older 
people only if they can do what 
younger ones can? 

This expectation comes from 
the pernicious cult of youth that 
pervades American culture. 
Consciously or otherwise, we 
attach undue value to being fit, 
trim, and vigorous. Advertise
ments for retirementcommuni
ties, even cancer-treatment cen
ters routinely feature a graying 
couple brandishing tennis rack
ets. Younger people look for
ward to retiring one day, in cr
der to finally do the things they 
wanted for decades. For many, 
though, that golden opportu
nity will come just about the 
time that their bodies will in
form them of different realities. 
It does not occur to most people 
that later life affords us the op
portunity to grow in many other 
areas that require a bit more 
tranquillity and a bit less dis
traction. 

This is tragic. You th is wasted 
on the young, people say. The 
contributions ofold age, though, 
are also wasted when the rest of 
us fail to appreciate what matu
rity really has to offer. 

Other cultures have little 
troublevaluingtheiroldermem
bers. Old age can be a time in 
which the wisdom of a lifetime 

cures and matures, and is shared 
with a next generation eager to 
learn. Even when the backhand 
fails, an athletically challenged 
older citizen may have little 
trouble lobbing a crucial insight 
or perception to the next court. 
If we do not realize this, it may 
be that we have not accorded 
aging people the dignity they 
deserve for who they are. 

A 16th-century sage, Rabbi 
Judah Loewe of Prague, beau
tifully framed the advantages 
of aging. He comments on the 
biblical instruction to rise in re
spect when an older person ap
proaches. The soul, he argues, 
is far more profound than the 
body. The qualities that make 
us human reside much more in 
the soul than in its physical 
counterpart. While the soul is 
attached to the body, its power 
is muted and dimmed by the 
demands of the latter. As the 
power of the body and its fre
netic activity wane, the soul is 
freed up to operate more inde
pendently, to be closer to its 
own nature. In a sense, older 
people have purer souls. We 
rise in respect of them. 

Many of us have difficulty 
finding what to respect in older 
people. We ask them to excel at 
what we excel at, and devalue 
them when they understand
ably cannot produce. Too often, 
we measure people by the self
serving yardstick of what we do 
best, rather than by what they 
master. We should not demand 
that they compete on a playing 
field that will never be even. 
And we should understand that 
in many areas, we younger folk 
will never be their match. 

Rabbi Adlerstein directs the Jew
ish Studies Institute of Yeshiva Los 
Angeles and the Simon Wiesen/ha/ 
Center, and teaches Jewish law and 
ethics at Loyola !Aw School. 

eeu,¢rt~ 
On Beautiful Lake Tispaquin 

Middleboro, Massachusetts 02346 

Founded in 1927 for Jewish boys 7 to 15 years old 
entering grades 2 through 10 

"The Tradition Continues" 
Archery • Arts & Crafts • Basketball • Canoeing • Fishing 
Football • Fun-yaking • Hydrosliding • Kayaking • Kickball 

Newcombe • Photography • Ping Pong • Radio • Rowing 
Sailing • Soccer • Softball • Street Hockey • Swim 

Instruction • Tennis • Tubing • Volleyball • Waterskiing 
Weightlifting • Windsurfing • Woodworking • Wrestling 

Weekly Field Trips • Inter- and Intra-Camp Competition 

EXCELLENT KOSHER FOOD 
2 RESIDENT R.N. 's • 3 ON-CALL PEDIATRICIANS 

8-week or two 4-week periods 

CALL OR WRITE: 
Paul G. Davis, Director 

CampAvoda 
11 Essez Street, Lynnfield, MA 01940 

(781) 334-6275 ,.-ca::------.. 

(Fu) (781) 334-4779 
campavoda@aol.com 
www.campavoda.org 

This camp must comply with rcg,.1\ations of the Ma~chusetts Deputnicnt of Public He.11th 
(10SCMR 430.000), 2111d be licemed by the Middleboro Ooard of Health . 

Information on IOSCMR 430.000 011 be obt1i11ed 2t (617) 983-676 1. 

l 

I 
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BAR MITZVAH • BAT MITZVAH • BIRTHDAY 

Your Wedding Day . .. Overlooking Narragansett Bay! 

Qyidnessett Country dub 

Rhode Island's Premiere Wedding Specialists 
950 North Quidnessett Road, North Kingstown• 884-1100 

Pu ure-Pe,f'ct 1 1eddu,g 
Cerer. zonieJ 6- El y_,mt R£L pt1011S. 
Particular care is taken in planning your very 
special day. Food ~ expertly pcepared and offeced 
with the finest of service. Our d egant private 
rooms ac.commodatc from 50 to 500 guest.s. 

r 

.'.:?tdbon rtJ c.1nd Ir\ -1- 1tJ011s -or 
I 

c.'Vc'rlJ c. CCaSI •'"' ~+ r-11-=-count pnce~ 

/;:::::q 

L~nne Grant - ( 401) 94:,-2979 

5~ Appoint ment O nl~ 

Cli-,_r_ ,_ .... 1,,; .. , ... - ., µCo ,-rr.,t1'nw 
...-.1.,,l > .. , .,,. ,,.., ~ 0 

why settle for ordinary when 
you can have exceptional? 

All invitations inserted and addressed at no additional charge. 
C alljn, a jiw cans• lta•ion. 

Joyce Medeiros Leven • 508-761 -4121 

Attention Business Owners 
Special Occasions happen all the time . In the next couple of months people will 

be celebrating bar/bat mitzvahs , weddings, anniversaries, family reunions and many 
more exciting events . Your ad in the Rhode Island Jewish Herald will bring the 

people shopping for these events to your business at a very reasonable price. 

Call For Ad Rates . 
Call 724-0200 today to see what the Rhode Island Jewish Herald can do for you. 

.... ' '' ... ·, 

Spice Up Wea 
1~7itl1 Creatii"'e 

Many of the guests coming to yo; 
other w eddings during their lifetin 
them something to m ake your spe 
ries. 

Th ere are many different favors : 
common being personalized bu d v 
ers in vases. It is wonderful for gi. 

help keep the memory of the night 

Since it takes a lot of thought ru 
your wedding, you migh t as w ell 
will want to take home. There is no 
left at the end of the night. No cou 
over favors. 

While there is nothing wrongwitl 
want to give ou t something a littl 
ensure that all favors will be take11 
unique gifts that your guests may 

Creative favors do not n ecessaril 
plenty ou t there that you and your 
cost very little. 

Giving ou t creative favors not 011 
guest w ill leave with a gift, but ti 
bered for a long time to com e. 

Becau se most couples n eed to bu 
ing d own the amount spent on tl 
save on favors is money that can b 
wedding. 

T, u: Jollnn~ing f a.r ors 
gucstn n;·e ., •re to r 1jot> 

• A small box of deliciou s d ark ; 
with the couple ' s name and w edd 

• A customized mini champagni 
label bearing the couple' s name, we 
sage. 

• Live seedlings read y for p lanti 
years to come. These favors allow 
that grow s. A side from being uni 
thing b ack to n ature. 

• Small fishbow ls filled w ith liv 
gift for guests to take home to the I 
people won' t put it on a sh elf and 
the fish , they'll be reminded of ya 
able to give you a good d eal for b1 



i11g klemories 
)arty !Favors 
,redding have attended various 
1:'ou probably will want to give 
day stand out in their memo-

can give your guests, the most 
;, picture frames and silk flow
; to receive wedding favors to 
'e. 

ime to find the right favor for 
ose something that the guests 
se in buying favors that will be 
wants to be stuck with 50 left-

ing flower vases, some couples 
Jre unusual. One way to help 
I enjoyed by guests is to order 
1ave seen before. 

ian expensive favors. There are 
:ts will enjoy and, surprisingly, 

:i.proves the chances that every 
·our wedding will be remem-

tween 50 and 100 favors, keep
is important. Th e money you 
:nt on some other aspect of the 

fun items that your 
, T 'f) r (J '"\.·pc: ,.<;j1 P. 

vhite chocolates, personalized 
ate on the box. 

:le that comes complete with a 
g date and a personalized mes-

at can grow strong and last for 
to sh are your love with a gift 
these favors help give some-

ifish . These p ets make a great 
!Ild, h opefully, can ensure that 
t about it. Every ~e they see 
i:!dding. A pet shop should be 
the bowls and fish in bulk. 
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ENGAGEMENT • WEDDING • ANNIVERSARY 

~~4-fl~ 
Gifts For All Occasions • Free Gift Wrap 

Wedding • Bar/Bat Mitzvah • Baby Naming • Confirmation 
Conversion • Anniversary • Birthday • Etc. 

NI::.W 1..,Qr .,..TC_ - 7 5 v E STREET PRO !DENCE - 45 -4775 
Monday-Thursday 10-5:30 • Friday 9:30-2 • Sunday 10-2 

/ 'S-
NEw YEAR'S PARTY KITS 25% DISCOUNT 

25% DISCOUNT ON ALL PRINTED TABLEWARE 
MENORAHS • CANDLES • DREIDELS • PAR.IT FAVORS 

- a!C M onday- Thursday 9 :3D-6, Friday 9:30--7, Saturday 9:30--5, Sunday closed • OPEN VETERANS' DAY 9:30 TO 6 
310 EAST AVENUE, PAWTUCKET • n6-2491 • JEANNE STEIN • ALWAYS DISCOUNT PRICES 

Max 
Formal 

Co. 

• 
Linens • Underwear • Work Clothes • Hosiery 

Established in 1953 
Staff Shirts • T-Shirts • Sweatshirts Etc. 

Custom Printed With Your Name and/or Custom Design 
Specializing in Bar/Bat Mitzvahs and 

Corporate Screenprinting 
BEST PRICES • BEST QUALITY 

421-3268 • 1158-1164 North Main Street, Providence, R.I. 02904 

Attention Business Owners 
Special Occasions happen all the time. In the next couple of months people will 

be celebrating bar/bat mitzvahs, weddings, anniversaries, family reunions and many 
more exciting events. Your ad in the Rhode Island Jewish Herald will bring the 

people shopping for these events to your business at a very reasonable price. 

Call For Ad Rates. 
Call 724-0200 today to see what the Rhode Island Jewish Herald can do for you. 
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FEATURE 
From Diamonds to Books and Beyond -
Giving Gifts This Chanukah Season is Easy 

by Kimberly Ann Orlandi 
Herald Editor 

All indications are that there 
are going to be a lot of happy 
girls this holiday as they open 
the small, velvet ring box to find 
a dazzling engagement ring. At 
least that's what Richard 
Concannon, of Concannon Jew
elers in Cranston, is hoping. He 
had already sold two engage
ment rings before the official 
start of the holid.:y gift buying 
season, which began the Friday 
after Thanksgiving. 

Engagement rings aren't the 
only thing on a girl's wish lis t. 

Pawtuxet since the early fall. 
"I know it's going to be a 

good season when my lay a way 
bin is full before Thanksgiving," 
said Concannon. "This year, it 
was full in September." 

Concannon offers his clien
tele a variety of jewelry, from 
pearls and gold pins in an array 
of designs, to watches, includ
ing Seiko and Hamilton, and 
bracelets. He also has a line of 
men's products which includes 
cuff links and key rings. All of 
the metals are either 10, 14 or 
18k gold, as well as s terling sil
ver. With space in his store at a 

SEDER PLATES and books at Peddler's Pouch. 

According to Concannon, rings 
featuring colored stones, such 
as emeralds, rubies and sap
phires, and gold jewelry of all 
shapes and sizes, including Star 

RICHARD CONCANNON 
gives personalized attention to 
all of his customers. 

of David necklaces and other 
Hebrew themed jewelry, have 
been flying out the doors of 
Concannon's quaint jewelry 
shop in the seaside village of 

m1mmum, he has four cases 
filled with jewelry, two large 
curios which display some crys
tal giftware and clocks, and sev
era l wall displays which show
case a variety of Cross pen and 
pencil sets, and picture frames. 
Concannon hopes to add one 
more curio of giftware. Al
though there is much more that 
he would like to add, space lim
its the amount of merchandise 
he can fit in the store, but that 
shouldn't hinder anyone from 
inquiring about an item even if 
they don' t see it. 

"If there is something special 
someoneislookingfor,and they 
don't see it in the store, I can 
order it or even design it for 
them,'' said Concannon. "l can 
accommodate just about any
thing,'' he laughs. And he does 
so through his own web site. 

For those who like to do their 
shopping from the comfort of 
their home, just log on to 
www.concannonjeweler.com. 
Customers are able to purchase 
all of the items sold in the store, 

Business Owners: New Supreme 
Court Ruling States Employers 

Liable for Sexual Harassment Acts 
They Don't Know About 

The seven-member majority sent down the new ruling that presumes companies are 
to blame when supervisors create a sexually hostile workplace environment. 

Providence, RI. Business Owners only: A FREE Report has just 
been released that reveals proven ways to help protect your 
business from unpredictable Employment-Based Lawsuits, 
such as Harassment, Discrimination, Wrongful Termination and 
much more! Call 1-800-530-8909, Ext. 404, 24-hours a day, for a 
FREE RECORDED MESSAGE, and a copy of our "Powerful 
13 Step Employment Practices Checklist" to Avoid High
Priced, Employee-Based Lawsuits. Find out what other Busi
ness Owners have already learned to protect their businesses 
and enjoy greater financial security! 

Compliments of The EGIS GROUP, 81 5. Angell St., Providence, RI 02906 

as well as specialty items and 
loose stones. 

"I design quite a bit for my 
clients," said Concannon. "It's a 
wonderful way to gift a person
alized and one-of-a-kind gift." 

Concannon began his career 
at Cerel's Jewelers then moved 
to Ross Simons where he was 
taken under the tutorlage of 
Stanley Ross, founder of the 
Rhode Island jewelry chain. He 
was an appraiser and head 
gemologist for seven years. 
Upon leaving Ross Simons, 
Concannontookwithhimmore 
than the years of education and 
experience, he took with him 
many of his devoted clientele, 
which made opening his own 
business a little easier . 
Before opening in Cranston, 
Concannon had a small ap
praisal business in Pawtucket 
where both he and his merchan
disewerecramped into less than 
accommodating quarters. 

AT RHODA'S JUD AI CA, Rhoda assists her customers in finding 
the perfect Chanukah gift. 

"It was at that time many of 
my customers told me that I 
needed a larger space,'' said 
Concannon. "So I moved." 

Many would think that be
ing a smaller boutique jewelry 
store, prices would be higher 
than those of a larger retail 
chain, but that simply isn' t true. 
Concannon sells all of his items 
at 23 percent below retail. For 
Concannon, it's not about mak
ing the money, it's about the 
repeat business. 

"I want to keep my custom
ers coming back," confessed 
Concannon. 

he quickly said 'I think this may 
be a Ii ttle out of your price range. 
Let'sseeifwecanfindyousome
thing else."' 

Infuriated, Concannon told 
the salesman that it was not out 
of his price range, that he was 
prepared to pay cash for it and 
quickly turned to walk out. 
When thesalesmanreplied with 
open arms, 'Oh, buddy, let's sit 
down and go through the paper 
work,' Concannon replied , 
"Don' t try that with me, I do this 
fora living." He walked out and 
went to the Chevrolet dealership 
down the street. 

offers a tremendous selection of 
Judaica books for children and 
adults. When visiting the book
store, plan on spending some 
time wandering the endless 
racks of books while taking 
advantage of the large cush
ioned chairs sea tiered through
out, where you can get comfort
able while glancing through the 
books. Books on the Square of
fers readers such a diverse se
lection of books to choose from, 
that many may want to take-ad
vantage of the knowledgeable 
s taff instead of wandering the 
store. 

Pushy sa les tactics are also 
something Concannon frowns 
upon in his business. Upon 
walking into the store, he greets 
you with a jolly "Good morn
ing" and begins talking to you 
as if the two of you are long lost
friends. Relaxed and laid back, 
Concannon won' t sell an i tern to 
someone just for the sake of sell
ing. He takes time to talk with 
each customer to find out what 
they're looking for, how much 
they have to spend and caters 
his sale to those specific needs. 

THE ASSORTMENT of Judaica books for children and adults is 
endless at Books on the Square. Herald photos by Kimberly A. Orlandi 

Concannon recalls a funny 
experience he recently had with 
a car salesman whose quick 
judgment, in the appearance of 
Concannon, cost the young man 
a sale and commission. 

"I was in a dealership near 
my house looking at the 
Nissan Pathfinder SE,'' said 
Concannon. "I was dressed in 
jeans and a baseball hat and 
when the salesman approached 
me and gave me the once-over, 

Just because someone can't 
spent $500 on an item doesn' t 
mean they don't deserve a 
salesman's undivided attention. 
That's the work philosophy 
Concannon has built his busi
ness upon, and if the last year 
and a half is any indication, it 
has worked successfully. 

If jewelry isn't what you're 
looking for this Chanukah, then 
why not enrich someone's mind 
with a beautiful book. Suitable 
for all ages, Books on the Square, 
471 Angell Street in Providence, 

NATIONAL TRADING COMPANY 
ESTABLISHED 1908 

CASH REGISTERS & POS SYSTEMS 
TOUCH SCREEN RESTAURANT SYSTEMS 

RETAIL INVENTORY SYSTEMS 

SCALES • SCANNING • COMPUTERS • SOFTWARE 

AUTHORIZED DEALER FOR 
•OMRON•TEC•SAMSUNG•SWEDA•ROYAL 

NEW - USED - RENTALS - SUPPLIES - SUPPORT 

8&1-1&&0 

Richard Levitt 29 Elmwood Ave., Providence 

For Chanukah gift giving, 
ownerSarahZacksrecommends 
The Story of Hanukkah , by Nora 
Simon with illustrations by Le
onid Gore, for youngsters age 7 
to 10. Another delightful look at 
Chanukah for the children is A 
Hanukkah Treasury, by Eric A 
Kimmel, with illustrations by 
Rhode Islander Emily Lisker. 
The colorful pictures are almost 
Picasso-like in appearance and 
color. The book includes a vari
ety of stories, traditions, and 
songs about Chanukah. Other 
books for the young people in
clude, What is Hanukkah? A lift
tlte-flap story, by Harriet Ziefert 
and The Story of the Menorah in 
the White House. For the older 
people on your list, Zacks rec
ommends There Once Was a 
World-A 900 year chronicle of 
the Shetetl of Eishyshok, by Yaffa 
Eliach, the creator of The Tower 
of Life. The book recounts the 
life and death experiences of the 
people who inhabited the vil
lages ofEishyshok, right up until 
the German forces invaded in 
1944. 

"Because of the subject mat
ter, it may be difficult reading 
for a young person,'' said Zacks. 
"But, itisdefinitely a wonderful 

(Continued on Page J'S) 
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Former Swiss Bank 
Guard Gets Four
Year Scholarship 

by Tom Tugend 
LOS ANGELES (JTA) - The 

Swiss security guard who pre
vented the shredding of vital 
Holocaust-era bank records has 
been awarded a full four-year 
scholarship at a private Ameri
can university. 

During his s tudies at 
Chapman University in South
ern California, Christoph Meili 
and his family will be sup
ported by a group of Holocaust 
survivors and the Jewish com
munity. 

Mei Ii was making his rounds · 
asa nightwatchmanatthe Union 
Bank of Switzerland in January 
1997 when he discovered the 
Holocaus t-era d ocume nts 
headed for the shredder. 

Meili later stated that he was 
shocked to discover that the 
documents included financia l 
records regarding bank accounts 
and other assets belonging to 
European Jews, many of whom 
had perished in the Holocaust. 

He sec re ti y turned over some 
of the records to a Jewish organi
za tion in Zurich - a move that 
created a storm of controversy in 
Switzerland, cost Meili his job 
and forced him to flee the coun
try because of threats on his life. 

In May 1997, Meili testified 
about some of the documents he 
had saved ata hearing of the U.S. 
Senate Banking Committee. 

Two months later, President 
Clinton signed into law a bill 
unaniinously adopted by Con
gress granting permanent U.S. 

residency status to Meili, his wife 
and their two children. 

He subsequently found work 
as a hotel doorman in Manhat
tan, but told reporters that he 
hoped one day to attend college. 

Last march, he flew to Cali
fornia to speak a ta Whittier Law 
School conference on gold looted 
by the Nazis-and unwittingly 
took the first step toward realiz
ing his ambition. 

Among his listeners were 
WilliamEiperin, president of the 
1939 Club, an organization of 
mostly Polish Holocaust survi
vors and their families, and 
Marilyn Harran, professor of re
ligion at Chapman University 
and founder of the school's Ho
locaust educa tion program. 

As a result of their efforts, the 
university provided the four-year 
scholarship, covering annual tu
itioncostsof$18,000,and the l939 
Club is offering living expenses 
for up to fi ve years for Meili, his 
wife and two young children. 

Meili will starthisstudiesnext 
fa ll at the 130-year-old univer
sity, which enrolls about 2,200 
students. He has not decided on 
his major, but has expressed in
terest in computer science, fi lm, 
history and pre-law. 

"I cannot express how happy 
I am that Chapman University 
and the 1939 Club have gone to 
such lengths to support me and 
my fami ly," Meili said. "I was 
just one of the little people who 
felt I should do what I could to 
see justice done." 

Official With Israel Fund
Raiser Resigns Amid 
Several Allegations 
by Naomi Segal 

JERUSALEM (JTA) - The di
rector general of one of the main 
fund-raising arms for the Jewish 
Agency for Israel has stepped 
down in the wake of corruption 
allegations against him. 

Baruch Gur resigned from 
Keren Hayesod after a recent ar
ticle in the Israeli daily Yediof 
Achronot alleged that he had com
mitted a numberof improprieties 
since his appointment to the posi
tion a year and a half ago. 

Theallegationsincludeabuse 
of power a nd privileges 
amounting to tens of thousands 
of dollars. 

Keren Hayesod raises funds 
for the Jewish Agency outside 
the United States. Its functions 
are equivalent to those filled 
within the Uni ted States by the 
United Jewish Appeal and the 
United Israel Appeal. 

The allega tions agains t Gur 
include his paying for leisure 
expenses with a credit card is
sued for business purposes, hav
ing the organization pay for his 
wife whensheaccompanied him 
abroad; running a bill of some 
$13,000at a Jerusalem hc;,tel over 
a period of six months even 
though he owns an apartment 
in central Israel, and renting, 
contrary to procedure, a luxury 
car that was later purchased for 
him. 

Yediot also reported that Gur 
appointed personal associates 
to positions without seeking 
other applicants. 

In the wake of the allegations 
contained in the newspaper re
port, Keren Hayesod ordered 
an internal inquiry, calling on 
the Jewish Agency's comptrol-. 
ler and legal adviser to investi
gate. 

These developments prompt
ed Gur to submit his resigna
tion, which was accepted by the 
organization Nov. 17. 

"As we expect the highest 
sta ndard of behavior from both 
ourselves and Keren Hayesod 
employees, we have accepted 
Dr. Gur's resignation, so that 
there be no misconception about 
our tolerating any possible de
viation from the ethical norms 
of behavior required in our or
ganization," Avi Pazner, world 
chairman of Keren Hayesod, 
and David Liwernat, chairman 
of the organization's board of 
trustees, said in a letter issued 
recently. 

Gur said in a statement that 
despite the personal pain the 
investigation caused himself 
and his fami ly, he had decided 
to put the interests of Keren 
Hayesod before his own. 

He stressed that his decision 
did not represent an admission 
of guilt to any of the offenses. 
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FEATURE 
Names From Fame and Obscurity -

Samuel Gompers, Liberator of 
the Labor Movement 

by Kimberly Ann Orlandi 
Herald Editor 

Workers use it every time 
they have a contract negotiation 
-<:ollective bargaining - and 
if those bargaining talks don' t 
produce favorable results, it 
usually means a strike or boy
cott is inevitable. As employ
~s, we expect reasonable wages 
and work hours, industrial regu
lations (OSHA), workers' com
pensation when we' re hurt on 
the job and laws regarding the 

, employment of children. The 
abilityoflabor to organize seems 
today almost an i•nalienable 
right, but it was never like that. 
Only after the efforts ofone man 
and the organization he founded 
did big business take a second 
look at how they treated their 
employees-and we have Sam
uel Gompers to thank for that. 

Although many before him 
had tried to organize labor, they 
did so to no avail, until Gompers 
founded the American Federa
tion of Labor, AFL, in 1887. The 
son of Solomon and Sara (Rood) 
Gompers, Gompers was born in 
London in 1850. The fa mily 
emigrated to America in 1868 
where Solomon became an ex
pertcigar maker. When the time 
came, Gompers fo llowed in his 
father's footsteps first as an ap
prentice for a cigar manufac
turer and then as an organizer 
of the cigar mak'er's union. 

As is the case today, the art of 
hand-rolled cigars was bei ng 
rep laced by mass machinery 
shortly after the Civil War. As a 
result, cheap labor was brought 
in to keep the costs down for the 
ma nufacture r . The future 
lool<ed bleak for Gompers and 
his co-workers, as they faced 
the possibility of losing their 
livelihoodand anationwideeco
nomic depression in the 1880s. 
In an effort to save their jobs, the 
cigar laborers organized under 

the talented oration of Gompers. 
Becau se of his union ties, 
Gompers lost his job as a cigar 
maker and was out of work for 
several months, forcing his fam
ily to live on flour soup and 
handouts from family. 

Gompers recognized that the 
union could not resist either 
improved industrial methods or 

Samuel Gompers 

the entry of legions of unski lled 
workers. His "new unionism" 
reali zed the need for central 
managementofworkstoppages 
(no t the rando m, ineffective 
strikes cigar makers were un
fortunately so fond of), secur
ing benefits for the unemployed, 
coordinating local activities with 
national labor groups and pub
licizing union issues in newspa
pers and magazines. In a n effort 
to protect the skilled laborers 
from being pushed out of their 
jobs by low-paid, unskilled im
migrant workers, Gompers, at 
age 37, founded the AFL and 
became its first president, serv
ing for 38 years unti l his death 
in 1924. 

For many years, the AFLcon
sisted of only skilled workers 
who were employed by small 
owners. He refused to admit any 

immigrant or unskilled labor
ers (a position the major labor 
unions endorsed in their oppo
sition in the 1990s to NAFTA). 
Although an immigrant himself, 
he publicly opposed an open 
doorimmigrantpolicy,display
ing a particular resentment to
ward Chinese immigrants. The 
role of the AFL was both legisla
tive and community based. 
Gompers put great emphasis on 
working with lawmakers in es
tablishing laws and guidelines 
for protecting workers. He was 
instrumental in getting the uni
form apprentice laws, as they 
applied to labor organizations, 
passed, as well as the National 
Eight Hours Law and the estab
lishment of a National Bureau 
of Labor Statistics for archiving 
information for the country's 
legisla tors. These efforts were 
not in any way a means by which 
power over business would be 
governed by the government. 
Ins tead, Gompers sought to 
have government "assist those 
who are working in this cause to 
mount a step higher" when it 
came to being a part of the work
ing class. 

Controversia l a nd outspo
ken, Gompers strived to make 
labor unions respectable, no t an 
easy task during the period be
tween the Civil War and World 
War I when anarchism, social
ism and radicalism seemed to 
dominate society. But, his lack 
of foresight in letting unski lled 
laborers into his union u lti
mately lead to its downfa ll and 
the necessary combination of his 
union with the Congress of In
dustrial Organizations, which 
represented ma ny of those 
workers. 

Today, the AFL-ClO is one of 
the most powerful lobbyists in 
Washington, D.C., and one of 
the most respected labor orga
nizations in the world. 

David Levy Rejoins Coalition 
by Naomi Segal 

JERUSALEM (JTA) 
Former Foreign Minister David 
Levy's decision to rejoin Israel's 
Likud-ledcoalitionis beingseen 
as strengthening Prime Minis
ter Benjamin Netanyahu's posi
tion in any negotiations over 
the creation of a national unity 
government. 

Cabinet minis ters Arie l 
Sharon, Natan Sharansky and 
Ya'acov Ne'eman are backing 
the formation of such a govern
ment with the opposition Labor 
Party. Ne'eman said he would 
step down as finance minister if 
that would facilitate negotia
tions with Labor. 

Labor officials, however, say 
they remain opposed to joining 
a unity government. 

It remains unclear which 
portfolio Levy will assume, with 
the finance or national infra
structure ministries current pos
sibilities. 

The infrastructure portfolio 
was given up recently by Ariel 
Sharon when he was named for
eign minister in place of Levy, 
who resigned from the govern
mentinJanuaryover much-pub-

licized disagreements withNet
anyahu, his old political rival. 

Under the emerging deal, 
Levy's Gesher Party, which is a 
breakaway from Likud, would 
be reintegrated into the party, 
gaining several hundred seats 
within Likud' s Central Comrni t
tee. 

In addition, the state budget, 
which is still up for fina l Knes
set approval, would reflect so
cial spending issues - the very 
issues whose lack of implemen
ta tion in the present budget 
spurred Levy's resignation from 
the coalition earlier this year. 

Neta nyahu touted the re
union with Levy and Gesher, 
announced Nov. 25, as a way to 
widen the coalition base for 
implementation of the Wye ac
cord . 

But reaction to the move was 
mixed. 

Defense Minister Yitzhak 
Mordechai welcomed it as a step 
that would strengthen the coali
tion. 

But Communications Minis
ter Limor Livnatsaid the emerg
ing deal with Gesher would 
weaken Likud, adding that the 

pa rty should not bend over 
backward and lose itself in or
der to bring Levy and Gesher in. 

Knesset member Benny Be
gin, one of Netanyahu's harsh
est cri tics, objected to the deal, 
but said that the demise of the 
Likud was already under way. 

The Likud Party, Begin told 
Israel Radio, has "turned into a 
tool of the Labor Party's plans. 
ltisan unimportant, uninterest
ing, irrelevant pa rty that is 
swayed by events and polls." 

Commenting on the various 
opponents of the move, Levy 
said Netanyahu should do some 
housekeeping within Likud. 

A subscription 
to the Rhode ,. 
Island Jewish 
Herald mahes 
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for more 
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FEATURE 
Israel Ready For Pilgrims Intent on Provoking Millennial Havoc 

by Avi Machlis 
JERUSALEM (JTA) - When 

a man who said he was the bib
lical character Samson arrived 
at the Wes tern Wall several years 
ago and insisted on moving a 
large stone he believed was in 
the wrong place, Israeli police
men were not terribly surprised. 

Samson, a muscular Cana
dian tourist, was turned over to 
Kfar Shaul, a Jerusalem psychi
atric hospital that has hosted 
countless prophets and many 
messiahs. Each year, about 100 
tourists succumb to the Jerusa
lem Syndrome, a psychiatric 
disorder in which visitors are 
sw.ept away by the power of 
Jerusalem and the Holy Land. 
Like Samson, most are sent 
homewithoutcausinganydam
age. 

But between Easter 1999 and 
Easter 2000, Israel expects at 
least 4 rrtillion tourists - twice 
as many as during 1997. Many 
more than usual will be reli
gious pilgrims. Authorities fear 
that among them there will be 
many dangerous visitors, and 
even a few apocalyptic groups 
that may try to bring about the 
end of the world. 

Warning bells are already 
ringing. The United States re
cently told Israel that an apoca
lyptic cult from Denver, Colo., 
rrtight be headed for Jerusalem 
to try to cornrrtit mass suicide 
1ext year. Last month, a de
ranged tourist attempted to set 
fire to an Egged bus in Jerusa
lem. 

"During the millennium, 
many will arrive full ofreligious 

fervor, and the combination of 
mentally unstable people and 
religious faith is extremely dan
gerous," said Yair Carlos Bar
El, a psychiatrist in Jerusalem 
who has conducted an exten
sivestudyon the Jerusalem Syn
drome. 

According to Bar-El's still 
unpublished study, the syn
drome is a "unique psychotic 
state" caused by Jerusalem's 
special place in the hearts of 
people of all faiths across the 
globe. 

"When people dream of 
Jerusalem, they do not see the 
modern, politically controver
sial Jerusalem of 1998," he 
writes, "but rather, the City of 
David, the City of Jesus, a Gate
way to Heaven, G-d's dwelling 
place, the place where Messiah 
will reveal himself or the place 
where Jesus was resurrected and 
will, one day, reappear." 

These emotions often spark 
extreme psychotic reactions. 
Some tourists convince them
selves they are biblical figures. 
Others believe they must carry 
out a rrtission to bring about a 
rrtiraculous event. 

Bar-El said most people who 
catch the Jerusalem bug were 
already mentally unstable be
fore they arrived in Israel. Chris
tians and Jews are equally sus
ceptible. 

However, in 42 recorded 
cases, perfectly normal visitors 
were overwhelmed during their 
stay. Forty of them were Protes
tants, who are expected to make 
up the bulk of rrtillenrual pil
grims. 

Evangelical Christians reject 
the excitement they say is be
ing drummed up by the media 
over potential threats. They in
sist that the vast majority of 
visitors next year will be peace
loving believers seeking a spiri
tual experience in the place of 
Jesus' birth. 

"We have to use the year 2000 
the best we can to get a sober, 
solid biblical message out," said 
David Parsons, spokesman for 
the Christian Embassy in Jerus<!
lem, which represents evan
gelicals around the world. Ac
cordingto manyChristianschol
ars, Parsons said, Jesus was ac
tually born in the year 4 or 5 
B.C., which means that the sec
ond rrtillenrual year was actu
ally in 1996. 

"We believe we are in pro
phetic times, and probably the 
greatest sign of this is the re
gathering of the Jewish people 
in this land," said Parsons. 
"There is a growing expectation 
[that Jesus will return], but I 
don' t know of any prorrtinent 
evangelical figures who [say it 
will happen in] the year 2000." 

But on the Mount of Olives, a 
small group of born-again be
lievers isalready waiting to greet 
Jesus when he returns. If their 
savior does not arrive on sched
ule, Bar-El said such groups 
could decide they must take ac
tion to help him come. 

Millennium watchers say 
some extremist groups may 
even try and take down the Al
Aksa Mosque, Islam's third ho
liest site, located on the Temple 
Mount in Jerusalem's Old City, 

in an attempt to spark Arma
geddon. 

Gershom Gorenberg, a senior 
editor at the Jerusalem Report 
magazine who has researched 
rrtillenrual groups, said there is 
a "specific theological school of 
thought" of pre-millenialists 
that "asserts that the temple 
must be rebuilt as part of an 
'end· times' scenario. 

"The only problem is there is 
no temple there," he adds, which 
is why some of these groups 
have a keen interest in fringe, 
messianic Jewish sects that are 
planning to rebuild the temple. 

They already have role mod
els for creating chaos in Jerusa
lem. 

In 1969, Michael Rohan, a 
Christian fundamentalist from 
Australia, set fire to the AI-Aksa 
Mosque. He wanted to rebuild 
the ancient Israelite temple and 
then destroy it to spark Arma
geddon and the resurrection of 
Christ.AlanGoodman,anArneri
can Jewish irnrrtigrant to Israel, 
opened fire on Muslims at the 
Temple Mount in 1982, killing 
one Palestinian and injuring four. 
Both Rohan and Goodman were 
clinically diagnosed psychotics. 

Today, with the fate of the 
politically sensitive Holy City 
set to be discussed in final-sta
tus talks between Israel and the 
Palestinian Authority, such an 
attack could turn into the Jew
ish state's worst nightmare. 

"It is now possible for people 
who want to bring about the 
end of the world to bring it 
about, and people behave very 
strangely under millennial cir-

cumstances," said Richard 
Landes, a professor of medieval 
history. who heads the Center 
for Millennial Studies at Boston 
University. 

Landes said it is "extremely 
difficulttogauge"justhowmany 
people are corrting to Jerusalem 
with apocalyptic ideas because 
most people don't adrrtit how 
apocalyptic their views are. Since 
many religious pilgrims expect 
something dramatic to happen, 
he adds, they will be "extremely 
susceptible" to apocalyptic rheto
ric during their stay. 

Israeli officials say they are 
beefing up security near Chris
tian holy sites in Jerusalem, 
Nazareth and Tiberias - and 
preparing psychiatrists in those 
cities - that are expected to be 
troubled spots. 

Israeli and Palestinian health 
officials are even working to
gether to head off problems in 
Palestinian-controlled Bethle
hem. But strategic planning re
mains difficult, since nobody is 
quite sure what to anticipate. 

"That's the big problem, no
body wants to prophesize," said 
Michael Dor, an Israeli Health 
Ministry official who partici
pates in an Israeli government 
committee preparing for the 
rrtillennium. 

However, Dor adds, one 
thing is certain. 

"We don't want to hospital
ize crazy people from all over 
the world. As soon as someone 
is diagnosed, we will send them 
home as quickly as possible and 
the State of Israel will foot the 
bill." 

Dignitaries Salute Fisher as a Great Jew-ish Patriot 
by Cynthia Mann 
Detroit Jewish News 

JERUSALEM (JT A) - Prime 
Minister Benjarrtin Netanyahu 
called him "a mensch, a friend 
and a wonderful human being." 
He said Max Fisher was "one of 
the great Jewish patriots of our 
time." 

Between musical interludes 
by The New Israel Chamber En
semble, one luminary after an
other rose to the podium in a 
heated tent to heap accolades 
on Fisher for his contributions 
to the Jewish people and to 

HOPE 
TRAVEL 

~.~~.:,+ 
the Big Difference 

•INTEGRITY 
• DEPENDABILITY 
• REPUTATION 
•SAVINGS 

For Business Trips & 
Vacation Travel 

G r oup Travel Specialists 

Nationwide 1-800-367-0013 

~-~ 

ffJ:§cX#l•X•1 
32 Golf venue, Pawtacllll, R.I. 028&0 

strengthening the U.S.-Israel "Thereneverhasbeenamore 
relationship. powerful, influential or impor-

Fisheris theonly man to have tant leader more helpful to the 
headed the three national Jew- Stateoflsraelinthewholeworld 
ish fund-raising agencies in the than Max Fisher," said Ehud 
United States-the United Jew- Olmert, mayor of Jerusalem. 
ish Appeal, the United Israel Olmert recalled speaking 
Appeal and the Council ofJew, with Fisher at the King David 
ish Federations. Hotel in Jerusalem, whilewear-

He also has served as a be- ing gas masks during the 1991 
hind-the-scenes adviser to a se- Persian Gulf War. 
ries of prime rrtinisters and of- SaidNetanyahu, "Max Fisher 
ten used his access to a host of is one of the few things Israelis 
Republican U.S. presidents on are unanimous about." 
behalf of Israel. He said Fisher had a "forrrti-

Seated during the tribute be- dable intelligence" and "an ex
tween Netanyahu and former ceptional Jewish heart." 
Prime Minister Shimon Peres, Netanyahuadded that Fisher 
Fisher managed to demonstrate "always knew that he had an 
his penchant for uniting differ- avocation, that he had to care 
ent Jewish factions. for his people." 
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A "counselor" of presidents 
and "ofall the prime ministers of 
Israel," he said, "he gives you a 
laser bolt of advice that never 
fails." · 

Fisher "understands leaders 
especially well because he is a 
leader himself," said the Israeli 
prerrtier. 

For his part, Peres said Fisher 
"playedacentralroleinmaking 
the White House a friend of Is
rael." 

The tribute was sponsored 
by the Jewish Agency for Israel, 
the principal recipient in Israel 
of funds raised by the UJA Fed
erations of North America, dur
ing the agency's annual assem
bly recently. 

Fisher played a key role in 
reforrrting the agency in the early 
1970s, allowing for unprec
edented partnership between 
Diaspora Jews and Israelis in 
the governance structure. 

One of Fisher's daughters, 
JaneShermanofDetroit,amem
berof the Jewish Agency's Board 
ofGovernors,gaveanemotional 
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speech, saying her father "be
lieved in leading by example." 

"Daddy," she said, "you have 
guaranteed the futureoftheJew
ish people" and "had a major 
part in the vision of this coun-
try." 

Robert Aronson, executive 
vice president of the Jewish Fed
eration of Metropolitan Detroit, 
also saluted Fisher for his vi
sion, his leadership and his ac
complishments. 

"Our future as a worldwide 
Jewish people, as our past, is 
about leadership. 

"This is the quality which 
Max personifies-that rare kind 
of leadership which brings 
people in and makes us feel val
ued and part of something 
greater than ourselves." 

Marvin Lender, chairman of 
the Israel / Overseas Depart
ment of the new UJA Federa
tions of North America, pri
vately extolled Fisher's singu
lar role in the Jewish world. 

"When you talk to Max, you 
are talking to one of the most 
significant leaders in modern 
American Jewish history," he 
said. 

Lenderrecalled working with 
Fisher in 1991, when he "needed 
the support and endorsement 
of someone with strength and 
power" to back his "ambitious" 
UJA campaign goal for Opera
tion Exodus to rescue and re
settle immigrants from the 
former Soviet Union. 

ltworked "onlybetauseMax 
endorsed it," Lender said. 
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Hot Toy For Holidays to Help 
Hasbro Children's Hospital 

If the store ran out of Furbys 
before you could get in line, you 
can go on-line for a chance to 
bid on this holiday season's hot
test toy Dec. 6 through 10, and 
benefit Hasbro Children's Hos
pital at the same time. Yahoo! 
and Tiger Electronics, a divi
sion of Hasbro Inc., chose 
Hasbro Children's Hos
pi ta! as one of four benefi-

- ciaries in the world for 
the charity on-line auc
tion. The auctions will fea
ture 50 Furbys per day. 

Through a specially 
created area on Yahoo! 
Auctions®, users will have 
the opportunity to bid for 
the popular furry crea
tures. To browse, bid, buy 
and learn more about 
these animatronic pets, 
consumers will want to visit 
<http://auctions.yahoo.com/ 
furby. html>. Each auction will 
run for 24 hours and bids will 
openat$30. 

From the "Furby Auction for 
Charity" area, people can also 
go to the official Furby site to get 
product information, the latest 
news, and interesting facts on 
Furbys - from their language 
of Furbish to their unique names 
and personalities to their habits 

to their likes and dislikes - as 
well as check out Tiger Elec
tronics' site. Tolearnmoreabout 
the participating charities, us
ers can access the resource page 
in the Furby Auction Area and 
go directly to each charity's site. 

Yahoo!® Auctions through a 
generous donation by Tiger 

Electronics, a di vision of Hasbro, 
will be auctioning 50 Furbys a 
day for 20 days, which began on 
Thanksgiving Day. Along with 
Hasbro Children's Hospital , 
proceeds will benefit national 
children's charities including 
the Children's Miracle Network, 
the Make-A-Wish Foundation 
of America and the Starlight 
Children's Foundation. 

"We are honored to be in
cluded in this on-line auction to 

benefit valuable social and 
therapeutic programs at Hasbro 
Children's Hospital," said Doris 
Feinberg, president of the Rhode 
Island Hospital Foundation. 
"This is another example of the 
great relationship and commit
ment to the hospital from 
Hasbro's president and CEO, 

Alan Hassenfeld." 
The Yahoo! Charity 

Auctions Program is part 
of Yahoo!® Auctions, 
which is a free on-line per
son-to-person marketplace 
offering convenient access 
to more than 2,000 differ
entca tegories suchas: toys 
& games, arts & entertain
ment, antiques & col
lectibles, computers and 
software, electronics and 
cameras.TheYahoo!Char

ity Auctions Program is service 
dedicated totheongoingsupport 
ofnot-for-profitorganizations.All 
proceeds from the Yahoo! Char
ity AuctionProgramaredonated 
directly to the celebrity's or 
participant's specified charity. 

Hasbro Children's Hospital 
is the pediatric di vision of Rhode 
Island Hospital, a Lifespan part
ner. Hasbro, which is licensed 
for 87 beds, opened in 1994 in 
Providence. 

Coping With Grief Over 
The Holidays 

Family gatherings. Tokens of 
thanks and gifts of joy. Food 
overflowing the tables. Logs 
crackling softly in the distance. 
Holidays trigger happy memo
ries with every sight and sound. 

But it is precisely at these 
happy times when the loqs of a 
loved one can be felt the stron
gest. It is a time to remember 
what is missing. 

"Rather than being times of 
family togetherness, sharing 
and thanksgiving, the holidays 
can bring feelings of sadness, 
loss and emptiness for many 
people who have experienced 
death," according to Dr. Alan 
Wolfelt, noted author and grief 
educator. 

Wolfelt serves as director of 
the Center for Loss and Life 
Transition in Fort Collins, Colo., 
and has authored several books 
on understanding and coping 
with grief. He also developed 
the Honoring Family Choices 
Program for bringing more 
meaning into the funeral ser
vice, in conjunction with 
Batesville Casket Company. 

"Since love does not end with 
death, holidays can renew this 
sense of personal grief- a feel
ing of loss unlike that experi
enced in the routine of daily 
living. And, though society en-· 
courages everyone to join in the 
holiday spirit, it can be hard, as 
memories of the one who has 
died come rushing back with 
full force." 

In addition to clergy, many 
people turn to their community 
funeral home director for infor
mation on coping with grief. 
Funeral directors continue their 
services beyond the funeral it
self and are excellent resources 
for books, free pamphlets, semi-

nars, workshops and special 
programs around the holidays. 

No simple guidelines exist to 
take away hurt, but some things 
can be done to help people bet
ter cope with grief during this 
joyful, yet painful, time of year. 
Healing is a personal experience 
that takes time. So be tolerant 
and compassionate with your
self as you continue to heal. 

Talk about your grief. Ignor
ing it won' t make pain go away. 
And, talking about your grief 
openly may make you feel bet
ter. Surround yourself with car
ing friends and relatives who 
will listen without judging you. 
And talk candidly about the 
person who was a special part 
of your life, including their name 
in your conversations and em
bracing your memories of them. 

Be tolerant of your physical 
or psychological limits. It is 
natural to become fatigued by 
feelings ofloss. And, well-mean
ing friends and family often try 
to prescribe what .is good for 
you when you're grieving. In
stead of going along with their 
plans, respect what your body 
and mind are telling you and do 
what is right for you during the 
holidays. 

Plan ahead for family gath
erings. Anticipate holiday ac
tivities and structure your time, 
rather than simply reacting to 
what happens. Getting caught 
off-guard can create feelings of 
panic, fear and anxiety during a 
time when feelings of grief are 
already heightened. Decide 
ahead of time which family tra
ditions you would like to con
tinue and which new ones you 
would like to begin. 

Renew your resources for 
Jiving. The combination of a 

holiday and a loss naturally re
sults in looking inward and as
sessing your individual situa
tion. Use this time to define the 
positive things in life that sur
round you. 

And finally, as you approach 
any holiday, birthday or special 
time, remember that grief is 
both a necessity and a privi
lege. It comes as a result of giv
ing and receiving love. Don't let 
anyone take your ·grief away or 
try to distract yourself by "keep
ing busy." This will only in
crease your stress. Spend some 
special time alone, butdon'tiso
la te yourself from others. Think 
of your loved one often, and 
laugh, smile or cry with family 
and friends. 

For more information on un
derstanding and coping with 
grief, contact your local funeral 
home director or visit <www. 
batesville.com>. 
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FEATURE 
Chanukah Gifts 

(Continued from Page 12) 

idea Chanukah gift, to give a 
person a piece of their history." 

Jewelry, books and specialty 
giftitemsareall wonderful ways 
to celebrate Chanukah, and 
Rhoda's Judaica, 775 Hope St., 
Providence, is the foremost au
thority and dealer of Judaica 
items in the state. After two years 
at her former location, 77 
Burlington Street, Rhoda is fi
nallysettled inat her new, larger 
location on Hope Street. 

"It's wonderful to have so 
much room now," said Rhoda. 

After a medical procedure left 
Rhoda with little to no useofher 
legs, she was forced to give up 
all that she had loved including 
working, to undergo vigorous 
rehabilitation.Once shewasable 
to gain control of her life again, 
Rhoda wanted to go back to 
work. The first deal she had to 
open a store fell through when 
her sister decided that she didn' t 
want to partner the deal. A few 
years later, after working in a 
similar Judaica store on the East 
Side, which closed unexpect
edly, Rhoda decided to open 
her own business. With the de
voted support of her husband, 
her first store opened in No
vember of 1996. 

Upon visiting the store the 
day after Thanksgiving, gener
ally the busiest shopping day of 
the year, it was bustling with the 
activityofcuriouscustomersand 
the sound of the cash register 
ringing. So much so, that this 
writer had to cut the visit short 
and return the next day. Whether 
it was a menorah, candles, oil or 
just a small Chanukah trinket, 
Rhoda-has been seeing a variety 
of items leave her store for Cha
nukah gift giving. 

"Really anything goes for gift 
giving," said Rhoda. "It's what
ever the person likes that your 
giving the gift to." 

Beautiful menorahs of silver 
and gold line the bright win-

dow display at Rhoda's, she 
even carries the Disney and 
sports menorahs for families 
looking for something different. 

"I only carry the menorahs 
that are kosher in size," said 
Rhoda. 

There are games for the chil
dren, Jewish cookbooks for 
mom or grandmother, a beauti
ful Hebrew print for the neigh
bor next store, or maybe a music 
CD from one of 48 Jewish musi
cians Rhoda has to choose from 
through her interactive music 
selection for the music enthusi
ast on your list. Rhoda describes 
her store as "one stop Chanu
kah shopping." 

Another fine dealer of Cha
nukah merchandise is The 
Peddler's Pouch, 237 Front St., 
Lincoln. What began three years 
ago as a small shop, cramped 
into an even smaller house, has 
been transformed into a beauti
ful store displaying some of the 
most unique and eclectic gift 
ideas. The Peddler's Pouch of
fers shoppers a unique and di
verse selection of gift items, fea
turing some specialty Judaica 
gifts, including brightly painted 
glasssederplatesbyartistPeggy 
Karr, or a selection,of sterling 
silver necklaces which foature 
Hebrew letters that spell out the 
recipient's name. Although those 
items are specially ordered, ac
cording to owner Gabriella 
Halrni, there is still plenty of time 
to place a Chanukah order. 

According to Halmi, there 
isn' t one item that is more popu
lar than any other, generally. 
When it comes time to give Cha
nukah gifts, anything goes. 
Theme-oriented afghans, beau
tiful stationery, sterling silver 
and gold jewelry, books, gift 
baskets for the gardener, and 
collectibles-wherever your 
Chanukah shopping takes you, 
remember that it's the thought 
that counts! 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 

'The Tempest' Plays at CCRI 
Once Upon an Island: Appearing in the Community Col

le&e _of Rhode Island Players production of "The Tempest," by 
Wilham Shakespeare, are left to right, Michael Pavano as 
Prospero and Kyria Heroux as Miranda. The play will be held 
Dec. 3, 4, and 5 a t 8 p.m., and on Dec. 6 a t 3 p.m. at the Knight 
Campus, 400 East Ave., Warwick. Reserved-seat tickets are $7 
for the general public and $5 for students and senior citizens. 
Telephone reservations may be made by calling 825-2219 at 
any time. Photo by Bert Silverberg 

Warwick Museum of Art 
Announces Winners 

The following are the winners of the 
12th annual Rhode Island open art show: 

Top prize: Morris Architecture Award - Pasqualina B. 
Rivelli, "Shell Glow." 

Warwick Museum of Art Award - Robert E. Spring, 
"Saddam's Gift" 

Warwick Credit Union Award- Jeanne L. Tangney "Pri
mary Colors" 

Holland's Gallery Award - William Montella, "The 
Pain tress" 

Artist Supply Warehouse Award-Robert E. Spring, "The 
Field" 

Place Jeweler's Award - Alice Benvie Gebhart, "The 
Dilemma" 

Honorable Mention - Jillian Barber, "QE II" 
The exhibit is open to the public through Dec. 20. Exhibit 

hours are Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.; 
Wednesday, 4 p.m. to 8 p.m.; and Saturday, 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. 

Directions are as follows: Exit 10 from Route 1-95. On Route 
117 East, go through three lights. The museum is on your left 
just past City Hall . Off-street parking is available behind the 
museum. Take the first left before City Hall to enter the 
parking lot. 
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Co/fcc or Tea/French Vanilla l ee Croom 

O PTION 2 • $2 1 .95* P E R PERSON 

C/,oicc o/Top Sirloin, Baked Haclclock, G rilled Chicken 
wi th Tomato Basil Vinaigrette 

Coffee or Tea/Frcnc/1 Vanilla Ice Cream 

OPT ION 3 • $23.95* P E R PERS ON 

Choicc o/ Petite Prime Rib, IlakeJ Stuffed Shrimp, 
Baked Stuffed Sh,;mp & S;,lo;n, Baked Scallop, & S;do;n 

Coffee or Tea/C11ocolatc Truffle Mousse Cake 

O PTI ON 4 • $25.95* PER PERSON 

Cl,o;ce o/ Prime Rib, New York Sirloin, Baked Scallops & Prime Rib, 
Fre11h Salmon Hollandaise, DakcJ Stuffed Shrimp & Prime Rib 

Coffee o, Tca/C/,ocolate T,uff/e Mousse Caire 

OPTION 5 • $27,95* PER PERSON 

Choice o/ Lobster CaHerole & Sirloin, Filct Milot'non with Oearnai11e Sauce, 
Grilled Fresh Swordfish, Steak Au Poivre 
Cof/ee or Tea/C1,ocolate Truffle Mousse Cake 

•TA,X A.NO GRA.TU1TY N OT I N C LUDED 
PRIC ES s ueJECT T O CHA.NGE 

3711 SOU TH MAIN STREET. P R OVI DEN CE• 401 ~3151 •7300 

PHDS Annual 
Book & Gift Fair 
Each year the Parent

Teacher-Friendsorganizationat 
the Providence Hebrew Day 
School sponsors a Book & Gift 
Fair. This year there will be a 
large selection of Jewish books, 
computer software, Chanukah 
candles, chocolate gelt and a 
variety of gift items. To kick off 
the book fair, the PTF will host a 
pizza dinner at the school on 
Dec. 5 from 6 to 8 p.m. in the 
school's auditorium. 

All PTF events are organized 
by parent volunteers. The book 
fair is being chaired by Ruth 
Kerzer and the pizza d inner is 
being organized by the PTF co
presidents Elissa Felder and 
Miriam Abrams-Stark. All pro
ceeds from these events benefit 
the PTF activities and the pur
chase of needed items for the 
school. All members of the com
muni ty are welcome to attend 
these events. 

Book Fair Schedule 
Dec. 5 - 6 to 8 p.m. 
Dec. 6 - 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Dec. 7 - 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Dec. 8 - 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. and 6 

p.m. to 8 p.m. 

Writers' Circle 
Public Critiques 
at Sarah Doyle 

Center 
The Writers' Circle, contin

ues with its series of free public 
critiques for wri ters on Dec. 6, 
at the Sarah Doyle Center, 185 
Meeting St., Providence, 1: 30 to 
3:30 p .m. Playwrights Gayle 
Hanrahan and Rose Pearson 
will have their work read by 
PaulaCaphn,JanetteGregorian, 
Linda Kamajian, Margaret and 
BillPhelps.Adventureandmys
tery writer Bill Phelps will also 
read from his novel in progress. 

The literary salon is open for 
diverse public critiques, net
working and refreshments twice 
a month. Poets, p laywrights, 
prose writers and the public are 
welcome to offer constructive 
critiques. Writers interested in 
reading, should call 461-6691 to 
reserve a time. 

Next public critique will be 
Dec. 20, featuring adventure and 
travel writer Bill Carpenter and 
autobiographical writer Venue 
Irving Prescott. Closing out 
1998, The Writers' Circle joins 
the First Night Celebration with 
an open mike from 7 to 11 p.m. 
For more information, call 461-
6691. 

Piano Concerto 
Competition to be 

Held For Young Artists 
The Ocean State Chamber 

Orchestra is pleased to a n
nounce its first Young Artists 
Piano Concerto Competition. 
One young pianist from Rhode 
Island will have · the opportu
nity of performing with OSCO 
this corning April. The Ocean 
State Chamber Orchestra ·con
tinues its dedication of show
casing the state's talented 
musicians. 

Rhode Island pia
nists in grades seven 
to 12 are eligible to 
audition. They 
must be sponsored 
by their private teacher 
or a recognized music 
professional. The ap
plication fee is $10 and applica
tions may be obtained by calling 
421-8408. Applications must be 
postmarked by Feb. 12, 1999. The 
auditions will be held on Feb. 28, 
1999, at Nathan Bishop Middle 
School in Providence. The appli
cant must play a selection from 
the following list in its entirety or 
selected movements:J.S. Bach
Concerto in F minor, Hadyn -
Concerto in D major, Mozart -
Concerto in C K246, Mozart -
Concerto in A K414, Bloch -
Concerto Grosso. 

TheOceanStateChamberOr
chestra was founded in 1991 and 
has consistently provided the 
highest qua lity performance 
and programming. Playing to 
an ever-increasing audience, the 
orchestra presents three classi-

cal concerts during the 
year featuring the best 
of Rhode Is land's 
musicians. The or
chestra has always 
had a strong com
mitment to high
lighting the many 
talents of our own 
state and has fea
tured Diane Alex
ander, Frederick 

Jodry, David Kim,and 
other notable Rhode Islanders. 
Channing Gray of the Providence 
Journal has cited our program
ming as "exciting and innova
tive" and has noted that the or
chestra is made up of the "best 
string players in the area." The 
orchestra is excited to add an
other talented musician to the 
list of accomplished soloists 
through this year's competition. 

For more information about 
the competition of the Ocean 
State Charnber Orchestra, call 
421-8408. 

Holiday Show Will Be Held At CCRI 
The Southeastern New England Antique Dealers Associa tion 

will hold their 11th annual Holiday Antique Show and Sale with 70 
dealers exhibiting. The show will be held on Dec. 5 from 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m. and Dec. 6 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Community College 
of Rhode Island, Warwick campus. The admission is $3.50. For 
more information, call 397-4594. 

Antique periods and styles-Americana to Victoriana, Federal 
to Art Deco, and Country to Formal will be available. 

Antique items - Art glass, tools, lighting, silver, ceramics, 
books, jewelry, decoys, oak furniture, nautical items, prints, paint
ings, advertising items and much, much, more are for sale. 

Directions (easily accessible): From the North take Interstate 95 
South to Exit 12B. Bear left of fork to 113 West. CCR! is 1/ 4 mile on 
the left. 

From the South take Interstate 95 North to Interstate 295 North. 
Use Exit 1 onto 113 West to campus entrance on the left. 

December Events at RIHMM 
On Dec. 13 at noon, the Rhode Island Holocaust Memorial 

Museum presents "Kindertransport Experience: An Open 
Forum on Refugee Children of Yesterday and Today," at the 
University of Rhode Island, Shepard Building, in downtown 
Providence. The day begins with a luncheon followed by an 
open forum in the URI library. Peter Wegner, the KTA repre
sentative for New England, and the RIHMM, have organized 
New England Kinder to reunite and discuss their experiences 
and compare and contrast them to those of the Cambodian 
refugees who have settled in the New England area more 
recently. 

There will be no film series for the month of December, but 
the series will return in January. A Classic Film Series will also 
take place in January. A calendar of these films and programs 
will be available at RIHMM during the last week of December. 

For more information about the RIHMM, tickets or reserva
tions, call Tara V. Lisciandro, executive director, at 453-7860. 

THE 

CONSTRUCTION 
*WORKERS* 

PURPLE CAT 
RESTAURANT 

IN CHEPACHET SINCE 1929 

Fine Dining in a Relaxed 
Country Atmosphere 

STATE FUNDED PROJECTS 
Prevailing Rate • All Trades • Local Work 
s1 a-s34/HOUR s19.95 FLAT RATE 
Call 1-508-350-0159 

YOUR HOSTS, I THElAVO/ES 

Chepochet V,lloge , R.I . 
(4011 568-7161 

AT THE JUNCTION OF 
RTES 44, 100 102 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 

All Aboard Showboat 
by Mike Fink 

,, Herald Contributing Reporter Showboat" came to town on 
erevThanksgiving,and it's 
an event to give thanks for! 
The props alone are worth 

the price of admission to ad
mire and applaud, along with 
the enormous expenditure of 
energy and manpower to set 
them up. Then the cast of extras, 
doing backward somersaults 
and flipping across a crowded 
stage of elegantly orchestrated 
performers in the big numbers, 
make you gasp in wonder at 
talent and showmanship reign
ing supreme throughout your 
evening. Even the intermission 
offers the old-fashioned plea
sure of going upstairs and 
downstairs among the beauti
fully restored and maintained 
spaces of the Performing Arts 
Center, which takes on the look 
of a showboat cruising the river 
of time. 

And that's another of the 
treats of this surpassingly en
during, endearing, and enter
taining musical comedy, which 
is also a tragedy, the way it car
ries us throughout our century. 
I've seen, and shown in my 
classes, both screen versions of 
"Showboat," the depression-era 
interpretation of 1936 with Paul 
Robeson as Joe a nd Irene Dunne 
as Noly, just to name its biggest 
duo of star names, each incred
ibly gifted and geared to their 
roles. And then, in the 1951 
technicolor revival, Ava 
Gardner takes a turn as Julie 
(but with a dubbed voice) and 
Agnes Moorhead and Joe E. 
Brown as mom and dad Parthy 
andCap'nAndyandMargeand 
Gower Champion dancing the 
good-time numbers. But the 
stage opens a very different way 
to take in the spectacle. The cos
tumes blow you away, and the 
production values hit you and 
move you with their circus maj
estyandgenerosityofspirit. The 
mysterious rich text (and tex
ture) of the story itself unfolds 
before you and reaches across 
the footlights toward your _ 
space, breathing the same air as 
the fo lks up there socking it out 
to you and for you. The voyage 

to the land of America goes on 
like 01' Man River himself. 

Andre Solomon Glover does 
a rendering of "Ol' Man River" 
that repeats and repeats almost 
surrealistically as he crosses the 
stage in act upon act giving 
melancholy depth to the tale of 
betrayal and loss. He is superb! 
Shall I quibble a bit? Well, I 
missed the song cut out from 
the '36 incarnation: "No matter 
what you says, I still likes me." 
Robeson crooned that smug 
lyric, as he is being put down 
by his woman for his no-ac
count ways, and it tells us some
thing about the joy that goes 
with sorrow. And then, for po
litical correctness, some words 
have been clipped out: no 
"darkies," no dialect, almost an 
embarrassed slipping through 
of anything that might make 
you think about yesterday's is
sues. Revivals are tough to do 
in an age of urgently instant 
immediacy. We took our three 
youngsters to opening night, 
and talked about it at the table 
the next day. My wife noted 
that true romance ended badly, 
with the girl left alone to pick 
up the pieces of life, while the 
marriages that lacked that al
lure went on and on like the 
river itself. I missed the com
plex concept that Agnes 
Moorhead gave to Parthy, a 
cautious mother who foresees 
realistically beyond the make
believe sentimenta lity of Cap'n 
Andy-not just a stage villain 
killjoytohiss at. Thekids?You 
always hope that quality will 
imprint itself, and sink by os
mosis into the soul. To see 
"Showboat" is an honor and a 
privilege, an art form unto it
self that we are lucky to host 
here along the Providence Mis
sissippi. 

Jerome Kern mixes melodies 
like a fabulous cockta il, making 
complex and deep meaning with 
every chord, weaving tunes and 
phrases into poetry. And Oscar 
Hammerstein II infuses a moral 
theme on every level of each 
character. It is a grave error to 
confuse "racism" with its con
tempt and complacency, with a 
quest for the tragedy of a land 

Foundry Artists Will Hold 
18th Annual Holiday Sale 

Silent Auction to Benefit the Veterans Memorial Auditorium 
The annual Foundry Artists Holiday Sale will be held at the 

Veterans Memorial Auditorium on Brownell St., Providence. 
The exhibitors' media includes glass, jewelry, ceramics, 

textiles,metal, painting,homeaccessories, wearable and mixed 
media. 

This year more than 50 artists will join together in the multi
purpose arts space downstairs at the Vets. 

We are honored again to be one of the premier events held 
in a facility so significant to the state of Rhode Island's cultural 
and artistic heritage. There will also be a si lent auction for the 
benefit of the Veterans Memorial Auditorium. 

The directions are as follows: 95 North or South to Exit 22 
Hartford; Conn.,/Downtown Providence. Traveling south: 
Bear left at Downtown Providence fork. Traveling North: Bear 
right at Downtown Providence fork. Go .4 mile to light at end 
of exit ramp - left at light (Francis St.). Go .2 mile to light in 
front of State House - left at light in front of State House 
(Francis St.) - Take 2nd left at Brownell St. 

The gala opening will be Dec. 10 from 5 to 8 p.m. 
Regular weekend hours are Dec. 11, noon to 8 p·.m.; Dec. 

12, 10 a.m. to 6 p .m.; Dec. 13, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Dec. 18, noon 
lo 8 p .m.; Dec. 19, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.; and Dec. 20 from 10 a.m. 
to6p.m. 

"dat ain't free ." This isa libretto 
about liberty, a concept that 
cares about the soul and its 
plight, even while you are clap
ping for a lighthearted sequence. 
The Jews understood somehow 
that the ghetto in Europe shared 
much in common with the 
ghetto in America. 1 wonder 
what Hitler's henchmen ever 
thought of "Showboat" with its 
existential plea for human kind
ness? 

Just before the closing chap
tersof thisdecade's "Showboat" 
you watch a storefront Hotel 
entrance sequence-with a 
"Rothschild" sign in a shop win
dow like a clip from ''To Be Or 
Not To Be" -that races through 
the shifting decades of Cap'n 

Andy's family. The costumes 
change with skirts rising, hair 
styles bobbing, beads swinging, 
and off in the wings, mom and 
dad are graying and sighing. I 
thought, they're trying to carry 
us through to the present day, 
to make a sort of family enter
tainment out of the spectacle 
that started in the '20s, churned 
into the depression, war and 
postwar, and thenshiftinggears 
in Toronto, returned over the 
border for its current, absolutely 
solid and exuberant rejuvena
tion. 

But there is no need to ex
plain or apologize for a single 
line or lyrical note or beat. "My 
mother used to sing these songs 
to me as a child!" somebody 

told me out on the street under 
the lanterns and neons. "So did 
mine, and it's a favorite 
memory!" I declared back. But 
now it's more than a souvenir, 
it's an opera that has folded my 
ownfamilyoftodayand tomor
row into its standing ovation of 
a fanclub. 

Sadly, these next few days 
are the final appearances of the 
goodhearted, abundantly and 
brilliantly ski llful, and fancy 
high-class artists of cast and 
crew on this tour of "Showboat," 
before the ship gets put to port 
until next century rediscovers 
its treasures all over again. Don' t 
miss it, it's the best voyage you 
can make at the twelvemonth 
brink of '99. 

ON HHODl ISlAND INUHCONNlCI A 
l>n. 20. B p.m. l>u. 21. 8:JO p.m. 

l>n. 23. g a.m. 
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OBITUARIES 
SELMA R. BERGER 

BOSTON-Selma R. Berger, 
75, of 1200 Center St., in the 
Ros lindale section of Boston, 
died Nov. 25 at home. 

Born in Providence, a daugh
ter of the late Maurice and Elsie 
(Cohen) Berger, she had lived 
in Quincy, Mass., and in New 

York City before moving to 
Roslindale. 

A former bookkeeper, she 
was a graduate of Northeastern 
University, Boston. 

She was the sister of the late 
Barbara F. Berger. 

A graveside funera l service 
was held Nov.29atLincolnPark 
Cemetery, Warwick. Arrange
ments were by Max Sugarman 
Memorial Chapel, 458 Hope St., 
Providence. 

ESTHER SILK CULLEN 
FALL RIVER - Esther Silk 

Cullen, 80, of Gardner's Neck 
Road, the owner, along with her 
husband, of the former Silkson' s 
department store, Fall River, 
retiring 25 years ago, died Nov. 
23 at Charlton Memorial Hospi
tal, Fall River. She was the wife 
of Michael Cullen and the late 
Nathan Si lk. 

Born in Haverhill, Mass., a 
daughter of the late David and 
Ida S. (Ablow) Fine, she lived in 
Swansea for 14 years, previously 
living in Fall River. 

She was a memberofTemple 
Beth El. She was a member of 
the Brandeis Women's Associa
tion, Hadassah, the Helping 
Hand Association and the Jew
ish Home for the Aged of Fall 
River. She was a former mem-

ber of the Crestwood Country 
Club, Rehoboth. 

Besides her husband, she 
leaves two sons, Dr. Kenneth 
Si lk of Ann Arbor, Mich., and 
Dr. Gerald Silk of Philadelphia, 
Pa.; a daughter, Sandra Klores 
of New York City; three sisters, 
Mildred Horvitz of Fall River, 
Beatrice Bedrick in Missouri 
and Helen Bedrick of Boynton 
Beach, Fla.; and five grandchil
dren. 

The funeral was held Nov. 24 
at Temple Beth-El, 385 High St., 
Fall River. Burial was in Beth-El 
Cemetery, Fall River. Arrange
ments were by Max Sugarman 
Memorial Chapel, 458 Hope St., 
Providence. 

BENJAMIN GITTLEMAN 
EASTPROVIDENCE-Ben

jarninGittleman,99,of27 Arthur 
Ave., died at home Nov. 28. He 
was the husband of the late Celia 
(Simon) Gittleman. 

Born in Russia, a son of 
the late Morri s and Anna 
(Goldberg) Gittleman, he had 
lived in Providence before mov
ing to East Providence in 1978. 

He was a World Warl Army 
veteran. He was a longtime 
member of Temple Emanu-El. 
He was founder and proprietor 
for many years of the former 
Lincoln Lace and Braid Co., 
Olneyville. 

He leaves a daughter, Muriel 
Freedman of Boca Raton, Fla.; a 
son, Robert Gittleman of Palm 
Beach Gardens, Fla.; six grand
children and six great-grand
children. He was the brother of 
the late Dora Levin, Rebecca 

Freedman, Jennie Rubin, and 
Robert and Sidney Gittleman. 

The funeral was held Nov. 30 
· at Mount Sinai Memorial 

Chapel, 825 Hope St., Provi
dence. Burial was in Lincoln 
Park Cemetery, Warwick. 

JULIUS GROZEN 
FALL RIVER - Julius 

Grozen, 88, of Archer Street, 
owner and operator of Grozen 
Liquors and Granite Liquors 
before retiring in 1982, died Nov. 
29 at Charlton Memorial Hospi
tal. He was the husband of 
Vivian (Wissen) Grozen. 

Born in Newark, N.J., a son of 
the late Morris and Lily 
(Zablotsky) Grozen, he lived 
most of his life in Fall River. 

He was a Navy veteran of 
World War II, and continued 
with the Naval Reserve for more 
than 20 years, attaining the rank 
of commander. He was a mem
ber of the Jewish War Veterans. 

He held a degree in naval 
architecture from the Massachu
setts lnstituteofTechnology. He 
was a member of Temple Beth 
El, and of the Holocaust Mu
seum Association in Washing
ton, D.C He was a member of 
the Smithsonian Institute. 

Besides his wife, he leaves a 
son, Paul Grozen of San Diego, 
Calif.; a daughter, Debbie Bieri 
of Shrewsbury, Mass.; a sister, 
Ida Appel of Fall River; two 
grandchildren; and five great
grandchildren. 

A graveside service was held 
Nov. 30 at Temple Beth El Cem
etery, North Main Street, Fall 
River, Mass. 

MAx SUGARMAN MEMORIAL CHAPEL 
Over 100 years of professional, dignified and caring service to the Jewish 

community of Rhode Island and Southeastern Massachusetts 

Certified by the 
R.l. Board of Rabbis 

.-:R_ •. 
( ~Ya. ·i Member of the Jewish 
··-::Y,.-' Funeral Directors of America 

458 Hope Street, Providence 
(Corner of Doyle Avenue) 

Please call for your 5759 New Year calendar. 
Call for our no-money-dawn, pre-need plans. 

331-8094 
1-800-447-1267 Lewis J. Bosler 

For over 40 years, the owner of Mount Sinai Memorial Chapel... 
Mitchell ... has served Rhode Island Jewish families over 8,000 times ... 
as a professional Jewish funeral director ... as did his father and 
grandfather since the 1870s ... with honesty · 
and integrity. 

One of the reasons why the majority of 
Rhode Island Jewish families call 

MOUNT SINAI 
MEMORIAL CHAPEL 

331-3337 
825 Hope at Fourth Streets 

Pre-need counseling with tax-free 
payment planning available. 

Please call for your 
5759 New Year calendar. 

From out of state call: 
1-800-331-3337 

Member of Jewish Funeral Directors of America 
Certified by R.I. Board of Rabbis 

NORMAN HUGH 
HIGHTOWER 

PROVIDENCE - Norman 
HughHightower,80,ofBedford 
Road, Cranston, a truck driver 
for What Cheer Foods in Provi
dence before retiring, died Nov. 
23 at Miriam Hospital. He was 
the husband of Bertha 
(Jacobson) Hightower. 

Born in Oklahoma, a son of 
the late Elmo and Ruth 
(Beshiers) Hightower, he moved 
to Rhode Island in 1945. 

He was a Navy veteran of 
World War 11, receiving the Vic
tory Medal and the American 
Area Ribbon. 

Besides his wife, he leaves a 
sister, Yvonne Roth in Arizona; 
and two brothers, Kenneth 
Hightower in Oklahoma, and 
Gerald Hightower in California. 
He was the brother of the late 
Earl Hightower. 

Agra veside service was held 
Nov. 27 in Rhode Island Veter
ans Cemetery, Exeter. Arrange
ments were by Mount Sinai 
Memorial Chapel, 825 Hope St., 
Providence. 

HENRY KLITCHNER 
EAST PROVIDENCE 

Henry Klitchner, 84, formerly 
of East Providence, a driver for 
Max Silverstein and Son, Provi
dence, before retiring in 1974, 
died Nov. 21 a t Rosewood 
Manor. He was the husband of 
Helen (Steiner) Klitchner. 

Born in Providence, a son of 
the late Joseph and Anna 
(Shapiro) Klitchner, he moved 
to East Providence in 1968. 

He was a Navy veteran of 
World War II,and was for many 
years a volunteer at the V.A. 
Hospital. He was a member of 
the Jewish War Veterans. He 
was a formermemberofTemple 
Beth David, Providence, and 
Temple Beth Am, Warwick. 

Besides his wife, he leaves a 
daughter, Roberta Tobin of 
Feeding Hills, Mass.; a sister, 
Helen Trostonoff ofBridgeport, 
Conn.; and a granddaughter. He 
was a brother of the late Sarah 
Greene and Abraham Klitzner. 

A graveside funeral service 
was held Nov. 23 at Lincoln Park 
Cemetery, Warwick. 

ARTHUR NOVICK 
NEW BEDFORD, Mass. -

Arthur Novick, 84, of John 
.Winthrop St., North Dartmouth, 
a prominent New Bedford busi
nessman, died Nov. 23, at the 
Jewish Convalescent Home af
ter a long illness. He was the 
husband of Anna (Cardon) 
Novick. 

He owned and operated 
Novick Jewelers on Purchase 
Street, where he was a fixture in 
the city's business district for 
more than 30 years until he re
tired in 1981. 

An Army veteran of World 
War II. Novick served in the 
European Theater and was dis
charged with the rank of cap
tain in 1946. He was awarded 
the Bronze Star Medal. 

He was a member of the 
Tifereth Israel Synagogue. 

Besides his wife, he is sur
vived by a son, A. Stephen 
Novick of Newark, Del.; two 
daughters, Carolyn N. Gillespie 
of Orange, Conn., and Gayle N. 
Kiefer of Westport; and seven 
grandchildren. 

He was the brother of the late 
Joseph B. Novick, Carl Novick 
and Edward B. Novick. 

The funeral was held Nov. 30 
at Tifereth Israel Synagogue. 
Arrangements were by the Max 
Sugarman Memorial Chapel, 
458 Hope St., Providence. 

MATTHEW RAPHAEL 
PROVIDENCE - Matthew 

Raphael, 86, of Silver Lake Av
enue, died Nov. 20 in Rhode 
Island Hospital. He was the 
husband of Ettis (Spivack) 
Raphael. 

Born in Providence, a son of 
the late Harris and Esther 
Raphael, he was a lifelong resi
dent of Rhode Island. 

He was a member of the 
Warwick Social Seniors and the 
AARP. 

Besides his wife, he leaves a 
daughter, Marsha Strauss; a 
brother, David Raphael, both in 
Massachusetts; a sister, Lillian 
Epstein in California; two grand
children and three great-grand
children. He was predeceased 
by eight brothers and sisters. 

The funeral was held Nov. 22 
in Mount Sinai Memorial 
Chapel, 825 Hope St., Provi
dence. Burial was in Lincoln 
Park Cemetery, Warwick. 

MAX SCHLOSS 
BARRINGTON - Max 

Schloss, infant son of David and 
Cynthia (Stern) Schloss, of 23 
Grove Ave., died Nov. 28 at 
home. 

Besides his parents, he leaves 
a sister, Zoe Eliza beth Schloss of 
Barrington, and a grandmother, 
Seena Stern. 

The funeral service was held 
Nov. 30 at Temple Habonim, 
165 New Meadow Road. Burial 
was in Forrest Chapel Cemetery. 
Arrangements were by Max 
Sugarman Memorial Chapel, 
458 Hope St., Providence. 

HARRY SCHLOSSBERG 
PROVIDENCE - Harry 

Schlossberg, 84, of 198 Slater 
Ave., a partner with his late fa
ther of the former J. Schlossberg 
& Son Insurance Agency of 
Providence for many years, re
tiring in 1985, died Nov. 27 in 
the Philip Hulitar Hospice Cen
ter. He was the husband of 
Marilyn (Fogel) Schlossberg. 

A lifelong resident of Provi
dence,son of the late Joseph and 
Bertha (Goldberg) Schlossberg, 
he attended the University of 
Rhode Island and was a gradu
ate of Bryant College. 

He was an Army Air Forces 
veteran of World War II. 

He was a member of Temple 
Beth-EI and of the Jewish Fed
eration of Rhode Island. He was 
a member of Cove Haven Yacht 
Cltib, in West Barrington. 

Besides his wife, he leaves a 
son, Jon Schlossberg of Palo 
Alto, Calif.; a sister, Selma Kroll 
of East Greenwich; and two 
granddaughters. He was the 
brother of the late Regina 
Kalmin. 

The funeral was held Nov. 29 
at Temple Beth-El, at Orchard 
and Butler avenues. Burial was 
in Temple Beth-El Cemetery, 
Reservoir Avenue. The services 
were coordinated by Mount Si-
nai Memorial Chapel, 825 Hope 
St., Providence. 

MORRIS WEISS 
WARWICK- Morris Weiss, 

91, of Clearwater Street, general 
manager at National Office 
Products for60years, retiring in 

(Continued on Page 19) 



Scary Guy 
(Continued from Page 1) 

"Debbi Brown is so passion- When asked about the reac-
ate about her work," said The tion from other tattoo-wearers, 
Scary Guy. Scaryrelatedoneincidentasthe 

According to Brown, "The exception that proves the rule. 
students' evaluation forms re- A known tattoo artist came 
fleeted the positive feelings they up to him and thanked him for 
had for him and his message," "giving us a good name." The 
which is 'never reject anyone artist was the first to give Scary 
for the way he or she looks."' any positive comments about 

He has been asked to run for the abundance of his tattoos. 
public office and, after the re- The image of tattooed men is 
cent win in the gubernatorial one that has traditionally repre
race by former professional sented "big lumbering guys" 
wrestler Jesse Ventura in Min- who don' t fall into the higher 
nesota, Scary is now contem- socioeconomic categories. 
plating the possibility in five to Even the Ku Klux Klan has 
six years, but only after speak- angrily told The Scary Guy that 
ing to millions of people." he is a "white man who sold 

Scary tells the story of the out." 
"l00th monkey" to illustrate his The Scary Guy believes that 
educational style. he has offended many of these 

"One monkey teaches two, white males and others because 
then two teach four and four "You can't put me in a box," he 
teach eight. BythetimethelO0th said. 
monkey has learned the behav- "I can't be pigeonholed by 
ior, it has been ingrained in the race or gender or ethnicity or 
community. When the '100th religion or sexual orientation. 
monkey'haslearned to put aside "I've created my own cat
the human nature to prejudge, I egory," he said with a smile "and 
will run for office," he said. that's what frightens people. 

Tattoos weren't always used They can't categorize me and 
to make a statement; 10 years they don' t know where I fit." 
ago he was a computer sales- Hereferstohisinnerstrength 
man in the Twin Cities. Tattoos and to his mother's death five 
on his arms and legs were cov- yearsagoasthereasonshesticks 
ered by three-piece suits when with his agenda. 
he met his future wife, Julie He hopes that programs like 
Kaufman. A big well-built man, the AOL's workshop expose is
Scary related how Kaufman re- suesthatteensandadultsmight 
acted when she learned about see as "hurtful" but encourages 
the tattoos. them to "have the courage to go 

"I was wearing a long-sleeve there." 
white shirt and Julie compli- BilledasAmerica'sonly "live 
mented me on the 'shimmering comic book hero," The Scary 
colors' of the silk," he recalled. Guy is ready to take his mes
"Thenlrolled up my sleeves and sage wherever people are will
showed her my tattooed arms." ing to listen. 

Her reaction was one of fasci- He's even thought of publish-
nation, not repulsion, and he ing a comic book, the reverse of 
knew they would have a future traditional marketing methods. 
together. Today, she acts as Hisnameistrademarkedand 
manager, organizer, scheduler, even his clothes boast the em-
publicist and his biggest fan. broidered Scary Guy logo. 

"Julie shares my mission," And, of course, in today's 
said Scary, adding that she's the technological era, The Scary Guy 
behind-the-scenes force that en- has his own site on the Internet: 
ables him to get out his message. <www.thescaryguy.com>. 

Professor Parker 
(Continued from Page 3) 

to lead its crypto-Jews towards 
mainstream Jewish life unsuc
cessful. 

In 1924, Portuguese crypto
Jew Barros Basto's attempts to 
revive Jewish life in Portugal 
were similarly derailed. 

As Parker described Jewish 
life in Portugal today, she spoke 
of "The Last Marrano," a 1990 
film by Frederic Brenner and 
Stan Neumann documenting 
the fear, confusion and adher
ence to custom that characterize 
Jewish life in Belmonte. 

"Arnanwhoisasked whether 
he is Jewish or Christian replies 
that he is both today," Parker 
said. "In Belmonte, the Jews light 
Shabbat candles but say the 
wrong prayers, and some say 
that in the past they had to go to 
church to be baptized and mar
ried or they would be killed." 

Because Jewish prayers had 
been transmitted orally for five 
centuries, the original stories 
were greatly altered. 

"Awomansaid that Passover 
marks the exodus from Egypt, 
and also that the Exodus took 
place during the Inquisition," 
she said. 

Although revival efforts are 

in place, Parker is not certain 
aboutJudaism'sfutureinPortu
gal. 

"There are 600 Jews in Lisbon, 
but the community is getting 
smaller," she said. 

In 1995, a group of Rhode ls
landers traveled to Portugal to 
honor the memory of Sousa 
Mendes, a Portuguese diplomat 
who issued 10,000 Portuguese 
temporary visas to Jews living 
in Nazi-occupied Europe. 

"Mendes was eventually fired 
for defying the law, but the Por
tuguese people did not want to 
harm or expel the Jews he ad
mitted," explained Professor 
Michael Fink, a contributor to 
these pages who took part in the 
expedition. "Theydidnotlivein 
panic while they were there." 

Although the Rhode Island 
delegation was welcomed 
warmly and many Portuguese 
citizens declared that they had 
Jewish ancestors, Fink said that 
roaming around the old Jewish 
neighborhoods was a difficult 
experience. 

"As a Jew in Portugal, I felt the 
way that Native Americans must 
feel here in the U.S.," he said. 
'There really isn' t much left." 

CLASSIFIED 
Robin Hood GUTTERS 

(Continued from Page 1) 
INSTALLATION, REPAIRS ANO CLEANING 
-30years experience. Call Mr. Gutter, 354-
6725, Providence, 884-0174. 3/5/99 

result of medical malpractice 
and products liability. In both 
instances, it is usually Mandell 
standing toe-to-toe with the cor
porate giants- businesses who 
have nothing but money to 
spend and floors of attorney's 
to spend iton. Corporations like 
the tobacco industry. One of the 
most powerful lobbying orga
nizations in Washington, the 
tobacco industry has spent mil
lions of dollars in recent years 
attacking America's trial attor
neys in the press. As a result, 
according to Mandell, it has 
negatively affected the jury 
pools. 

"It's made it harder for nor
mal folks with legitimate cases 
to get justice," said Mandell . 
"Harder, but not impossible." 

The medical and tobacco in
dustries have insulated them
selves from litigation by drown
ing the public in a sea of public 
relations rhetoric aimed at con
fusingtheconsumerrather than 
educatingthem.Mandellspeaks 
first hand of the tobacco 
industry's duplicitous nature of 
releasing inflated, and in some 
cases false, studies which say 
that cigarette smoke doesn't 
cause cancer, when in fact, a few 
courageous scientists have come 
forward and made the real data 
public. With all of this negative 
propaganda being thrust upon 

ASDS 
(Continued from Page 8) 

As part of the newly restruc
tured administration, the head 
of school will oversee ADSD's 
budget and educational admin
istration and will also work on 
matters of development, strate
gic planning and community 
networking. 

The Judaic and general stud
ies principals will primarily fo
cus on issues within their re
spective departments, including 
teacher and student support. 

"We want to stay up there 
with the other really good 
schools," Ehrenhaus-Hersh ex
plained. "We believe that this is 
the way to do it." 

Obituaries 
(Continued from Page 18) 

1988, died Nov. 24 at the 
Brentwood Nursing Home. He 
was the husband of Evelyn 
(Ayers) Weiss. They were mar-
ried for 58 years. . 

Born in Bayonne, N.J., a son 
of the late Hyman and Rachel 
(Lazarus) Weiss,he lived in War
wick for 46 years. As a young 
man, he worked for the News 
Tribune. 

Besides his wife, he leaves 
three daughters, Earlene 
Wyrostek and Sandra 
MacDonald, both of Warwick, 
and LynneCasaleofWoodbury, 
N.Y.; six grandchildren and five 
great-grandchildren. He was the 
brother of the late Jack, Samuel 
and Nathan Weiss, Anna Koret 
and Rose Katz. 

The funeral service was held 
Nov. 25 in the Max Sugarman 
Memorial Chapel, 458 Hope St., 
Providence. Burial was in Lin
coln Park Cemetery, Warwick. 

an otherwise uneducated pub
lic with regards to their legal 
rights, one might think that the 
fight is one fought in vain, not 
true says Mandell. 

"The way to get around the 
negative publicity is to be con
sistent and to have strong stay
ing power," said Mandell. "I've 
remained very active within the 
communitywhichhasgivenme 
the credibility I need when it 
comes to talkingwithclientsand 
the public in general. People 
knowwhenlsaysomething,it's 
the truth." 

AccordingtoMandell, noone 
has the money that these corpo
rate giants have, so the only way 
to fight them is with good old
fashioned ethics and knowl
edge. Mandell could have cho
sen any path within the legal 
profession, and many opportu
nities have arisen, but he finds it 
impossible to picture himself 
doing anything else. 

"Someone has to protect the 
public and hold the establishment 
accountable," said Mandell. "Be
cause we, as a society, bear no 
greater responsibility than that 
which we owe to our children, to 
educate them fairly and objec
tively, to raise them wisely and to 
protect them from undue harm. I 
aim to make their health and 
safety and that of American fami
lies A TLA' s focus." 

RENTAL 

TANGLEWOOD - Luxury 2 1/3 bedroom 
condo.July/August. Lake access. tennis, pool. 
884-4181. 12/3/98 

WANTED TO BUY 

COSTUME JEWELRY - pre· 1970s; also 
autographed letter of well-knowns. Please 
call in Fall River (508) 679-1545. 4/16/99 

'Send Classbox Correspondence to: 
Class Box No. 
The A.I. Jewish Herald 
P.O. Box 6063 
Providence, R.I. 02940 

A.I. Jewish Herald classified ads cost $3 for 
15 words or less. Additional words cost 12 
cents each. Payment must be received by 
Monday at 4 p.m. prior to the Thursday when 
the ad is scheduled to appear. This newspa
per will not, knowingly, accept any advertis· 
ing for real estate which is in violation of the 
A.I. Fair Housing Act and Section 804 (c) of 
title VIII of the 1968 Civil Rights Act. Our 
readers are hereby informed that all dwelling/ 
housing accommodations advertised in this 
newspaper are available on an equal oppor
tunity basis. 

Call the Herald for 
Advertising Rates 

Call 724-0200 

PAULENE JEWELERS 
Appraising • Bead Stringing 

Fine Jewelry Repair 

We Succeed where Others Fail 
(401) 274-9460 

'Ifie j-{era[d we[comes 
a[[ community pliotos. 

:J-{oweVe°fJ photos must 6e accompanied 
6y a self-addressed stamped enve{ope 

if you wisli tfiem to 6e returnee{, 
otherwise tfiey wiff 6e discarded. 
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CLASSIFIEDS 
15 words for $3.00 • 12¢ each additional word 

Category 
Message 

Name 
Address 

Phone 
No. Words Date(s ) Run _______ _ 

To Include • box number, send an additional $5.00. All responses 
wlll be malled to the Herald via box number, and forwarded to claa
slfled advertiser. Paymenl MUST be received by Monday atternoon, PRIOR to 
the Thursday on which the ad is to appear. 10% discount given for ads running 
continuously for one year. 
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The Taxpayer Relief Act of 1997 
Creates Opportunities For Investors Scholarships Available at 

URl's Feinstein College of 
Continuing Education by Denise I. Kowalewski IRA alternatives, the Roth IRA D esignedprirnarilytoreduce and the Education IRA. 

the federal deficit and bal • Enhanced Traditional 
ance the budget, the Tax IRA. Beginning Jan. 1, 1998, 
payer Relief Act of 1997 when an individual partici-

contains changes in tax pates in an employer-
law that could have a sponsored retirement 
significant impact on plan, income limits for 
your financial strat- fully deductible IRA con-
egy now and in the tributions will gradually 
years ahead. This his- be increased over the next 
toriclegislationcontains several years, ultimately 
provisions that affect a doubling the current lim-
variety of financial its to $50,000 for single 
goals including: tax filers by 2005 and 

Capital gains tax $80,000 for jointtax filers by 
rates, retirement savings, edu- 2007. (For 1998, income limits 
cation funding, home sales, es- • formakingfullydeductiblecon
tate taxes, and tax credits for tributions will be $30,000 for 
many families with children. · individuals and $50,000 for 

those filing jointly.) In addition, 
How The Act spouses of active participants 

Affects Investors in employer-sponsored retire-
The act profoundly enhances ment plans who are not cov

investment opportunities for ered by their own plans can 
millions of Americans. A few make fully deductible IRA con
importantprovisionsof particu- tributions, regardless of 
Jar interest to investors are high- whether they are wage earners, 
lighted below. if the couple's adjusted gross 

Significant Reductions 
in Capital Gains 

Tax Rates 

The maximum rate for long
term capital gains from the sale 
of stocks, bonds and most other 
investments has been lowered 
from 28 percent to 20 percent. 
The law also creates a new 10 
percent capital gains rate for tax
payers in the 15 percent income 
tax bracket. The new 20 percent 
and 10 percent rates are appli
cable to investments that have 
been held for longer than one 
year and sold after May 6, 1997, 
and before July 29, 1997. Invest
ments sold after July 28, 1997, 
must have been held longer than 
18 months in order to qualify for 
these new rates. 

New and Enhanced 
Individual Retirement 

Accounts 

income is $150,000 or less in 
1998. Also, IRA account hold
ers will be able to make with
drawals without penalties be
fore the age of 59 1 / 2 if the 
funds are used to purchase a 
first home or to pay expenses 
associated with higher educa
tion. (The home withdrawal has 
a lifetime maximum of $10,000.) 

• Roth IRA. Beginning Jan. 
1, 1998, a new type of IRA called 
the Roth IRA will be in traduced . 
Eligible parti.cipants may make 
a contribution of up to $2,000 
per year. All contributions will 
be non-deductible; however, 
earnings, accumulate on a tax
deferred basis. Withdrawals 
will be tax-free if the account 
has been open for more than 
five years and the investor is at 
least age 59 1 / 2, is disabled or 
dies or the funds are used to 
fund a first-time home purchase 
($10,000 lifetime maximum). 

The act enhances the tradi- Any distribution not meeting 
tional IRA and creates two new the five-year rule and any of the 

Your local source for everything Jewish is 

Rhoda's Judaica 
One-Stop Chanukah Shopping 

MENORAHS 
Donald Duck, Mickey Mouse, Noah's Ark, 

Sports, Oil , Traditional etc. 

CANDLES 
Beeswax, Dripless, Make Your Own 

GAMES 
For Tots & Teens 

GIFTS FOR EVERYONE 
CASSETTES,VIDEOS,CDs 

Dreidels, Dreidels, Dreidels 

775 Hope Street, Providence - 454-4775 
Credit Cards & Personal Checks Accepted 

Chanukah Hours thru December 20 
Sunday 10-4 p.m. - Monday-Thursday 1~ 

Friday 9:30-2 - Open December 25 

other four requirements will be 
taxable to the extent distribu
tions exceed previous contribu
tions. The 10 percent premature 
distribution penalty will apply 
unless one of the exceptions to 
the penalty for distributions 
from traditional IRAs applies. 

The adjusted gross income 
limits to determine whether in
vestors are eligible for the Roth 
IRA begins at $95,000 for single 
taxpayers and at $150,000 for 
those filing jointly. Those whose 
income falls above the limits to 
be eligible for a Roth IRA or to 
deduct traditional IRA contri
butions can still make non-de
ductible contributions to a tra
ditional IRA. 

Please note that eligible tax
payers can contribute to both 
types of IRA each year, but total 
contributions cannot exceed 
$2,000. 

• Education IRA - Begin
ning Jan. 1, 1998, a third IRA 
category, the education IRA, will 
allow individuals who fall 
within certain income limits to 
contribute up to $500 per year 
per child to this account until 
the child reaches the age of 18. 
Like the Roth IRA, contributions 
will not be tax deductible, but 
the earnings accumulate on a 
tax-deferred basis, and there will 
be no taxes on withdrawals, pro
vided the funds are used to pay 
for the child's qualified higher 
education expenses. 

Consult Your Tax 
Adviser and Your 

Investment Professional 

This legislation offers wel
come tax relief and creates many 
new opportunities for indi
vidual investors. To help you 
make the most of the new tax 
environment, now is the time to 
tum to an investment profes
sional who is well versed in the 
new law and its implications. 
He or she can help tailor an in
vestment strategy that suits your 
particular nee1~·. 

Part 5 of a series of financial 
articles courtesy of Dean Witter 
Reynolds, 1900 Hospital Trust 
Plaza, Providence, RI 02903. 

Are you an adult learner who has always had a hankering 
to attend college? Like helping your community? Here's an 
opportunity to do both without putting a dent in the family 
budget. 

Through the su pport of Alan Shawn Feinstein, URI's 
Feinstein College of Continuing Education is offering scholar
ships to new and returning students in the name of his mother, 
Lillian Feinstein and in m emory of individuals whose lives 
have been tragically cut short. 

In honor of the passing of Lillian Feinstein on Nov. 15, 18 of 
these scholarships are now being offered for the coming 
spring semester. 

Any person may apply for consideration of a scholarship. 
Those selected for scholarships must agree to perform 30 
hours of community service that is required of all Feinstein 
scholarship recipients. New students will be required to take 
a four-credit undergraduate starter course. 

A committee will review the applications and award the 
scholarships. The application deadline is Dec.18. For an appli
cation, call Zena Fernandes at 277-5162. 

Third Session Begins 
for Partners in Torah 
You're concerned with physi

cal fitness ... You spend a small 
fortune on health clubs. On spas. 
On sporting goods ... You play 
racquetball. Softball. Basketball. 
Tenn.is. Terrific! But what about 
your mind? Without a proper in
tellectual diet and regular mental 
exercise your brain gets flabby. 
Your analytical skills lose their 
edge. Your ability to reason de
clines. The solution? A heal th club 
for the brain. A place where you 
can spend an hour a week sharp
ening your mind and expanding 
your horizons. A gym in which 
you spar with the greatest heads 
in history. Such a place exists. It's 
called Partners in Torah and it is 
being sponsored by the Provi
dence Hebrew Day School. 

Partners in Torah provides 

men and women who have an 
interest in Jewish study - but 
may lack the self-motivation or 
academic background - with 
their own personal Torah 
trainer. With your personal To
rah trainer, your mind will en
joy an incredible workout. In 
just one hour a week you may 
learn to read Hebrew, analyze 
biblical texts, or take a dip in the 
vast and brilliant ocean of the 
Talmud. It's strictly one on one. 
The results are guaranteed. And 
it doesn't cost you a cent. Part
ners in Torah takes place every 
Tuesday evening, 7:30 p .m. to 
8:30 p .m. at the Providence He
brew Day School. The third ses
sion begins on Dec. 8. 

For more information, call 
Devorah Raskin at 273-2299. 

'Metcalf Grants' Available to 
College Students 

Are you a college student 
with a desire to collect phy
toplankton in the seas of the 
Galapagos Islands, search in 
British museums for jewelry 
worn in famous paintings, or 
rebuild homes for low-income 
families in Appalachia? 

Buying and Selling 
Quality Antiques. 

The Rhode Island Founda
tion is offering up to $5,000 for 
college sophomores and juniors 
seeking to pursue additional life 
experiences through travel, in
dependent study, or public ser
vice in 1999. The above examples 
represent just three of the 21 
young Rhode Islanders who 
have benefited thus far from the 
Michael P. Metcalf Memorial 
Fund, an endowment estab
lished at the foundation in 1987 
to honor the late publisher of 
the Providence Journal. The ap
plication deadline is Jan. 29, 
1999. 

Paying cash for complete estates or 
one piece. Appraising your antiques 
for auction. Howe ca/.lJ availaMe, 
Call Richard at 392-3231 
after 5 p.m. weekdays, anytime on weekends. 

!I £ Angel Face 
European Skin & Beau ty Services 

i Give the Gift of Relaxatio11 & BeautJ' 
• Deep Pore Cleansing European Facial 

Includes: Steam, Massage, Aromatherapy Mask, 
Hot Mitt Hand Treatment. One Hour - $30.00 

• Make-Up Artistry 
to teach you the secrets of looking your best 

• Purely Botantca~ very affordable Skin care Products 
in RK Hair Studio 

72 Tiogue Avenue, West Warwick• 821-0280 

Applications can be obtained 
from The Rhode Island Foun
dation, 70 Elm St., Providence, 
R.I. 02903, or by calling 274-4564. 

Christin S. Cronan 
Certified Estltetician 


