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What Were The Top Issues Affecting Jews in 1998? 
Attempts to erode the sepa

ration of church bnd state; 
the highs and lows of the 
Middle East peace process; 

a rash of hate crimes and Holo
caust restitution issues domi
nated the Anti-Defamation 
League's annual list of Top Ten 
issues affecting the American 
Jewish community in 1998. 

"Attempts to knockdown the 
wall between church and state 
and the Middle East peace pro
cess continued to be issues grip
ping the American Jewish com
munity," said Howard P. 
Berkowitz, AOL national chair
man, and Abraham H. Foxman, 
AOL national director. "Efforts 
such as the mis leadingly named 
'Religious Free.dom Amend
ment,' which was rejec ted by 
the House of Representatives, 
were dangerous assaults on re
ligious liberty and nothing more 
than religious coercion in dis
guise." 

The AOL's 1998 
Top Ten Issues 

Among the major attempts 
to erode the wall between 
church and state was a pro
posed constitutional amend
ment that would have allowed 
organized prayer in public 
schools during school hours, 
other forms of religious ex pres-

sionon pubiicproperty,and fed
eral funding of religious school, 
religiously affiliated groups, 
and religious activities. While a 
majority of the U.S. House of 
Representatives voted for the 
amendment, it failed to get the 
two-thirds vote needed for pas
sage. 

The Israeli and Palestinian 
peace process experienced 
highs and lows. In the same 
year that Israel celebrated its 
50th year as a Jewish State, the 
Israeli-Palestinian peace process 
took an importantstep forward. 
After 18 months of stalemate, 
Israelis and Palestinians signed 
the Wye River agreement. How
ever, the continuing issue of 
Pales tinian compliance, the fall 
of the Netanyahu government 
and the scheduled elections in 
April could once again put the 
progress of the peace process on 
hold . 

Hate reared its ugly head. 
The brutal, racially motivated 
murder of an African American 
by suspects linked to white su
premacis t groups in Jasper, 
Texas, and the vicious, bias mur
der of a gay University of Wyo
ming student shocked and hor
rifi ed the entire nation. 

While an AOL pool showed 
that the number of Americans 
who hold strongly anti-Semitic 

views has dropped from 20 per
cent to 12 percent since 1992, it 
revealed that there are still 20 to 
25 million Americans who fit 
that description. 

Issues surrounding Holo
caust restitution continue to 
unfold. Switzerland's two larg
est banks reached a large settle
ment in a lawsuit against them 
for material losses suffered by 

"Attempts to knock 
down the wall between 
church and state and 
the Middle East peace 
process continued to 
be issues gripping the 

American Jewish 
community." 

Howard P. Berkowitz, 
_ AOL national chairmgn, and 

Abraham H. Foxman, 
AOL national director. 

the Jews of Europe during the 
Holocaust. In the wake of the 
settlement, probescontinueinto 
countries, insurance companies 
and businesses about their role 
during the Holocaust era. 

Berkson Brings Jewish Music 
to Community and Beyond 
by Emily Torgan-Shalansky 

Jewish Community Reporter 

When Laura Berkson is 
speaking ra ther than singing, 
it's her kindness that is initially 
striking. 

Sitting in a Temple Shalom 
classroom wearing a homespun 
swea ter and a warm grin, 
Berkson seems more like an old 
friend than a musician whose 
original Judaic and folk music 
a re garnering increa sing na
tional recognition . 

'Tm like a jugg ler, bul I can't 
actually juggle," laughed 
Berkson of her hectic schedule, 
which centers around a seam
less voice that infuses her so ngs 
of celebrntion, political rebellion 
and love with her passionate 
convictions. 

A 40-year-old resident of 
Kingston, Berk&on a lso works 
hard a l ~haring her talents lo
cally. 

In acldil1on to being a singer, 
s0ngw riler , educator ,md per
former who h,1s produced lwo 
recordings, "I .au ra Berkson" 
(1989) and "Wiggle and Swish 
with I aura Berkson and 

Friends" (1995) , she also serves 
as director of music at Temple 
Shalom, teaches a t Alperin 
Schechter Day School, and is an 
artist-in-residence at Hasbro 
Children's Hospital. 

After requesting tha t local 
musicians Fishel Bressler and 
Bill Harley recei veered it for their 
"many contributions" to 
"Wiggle and Swish," Berkson 
explained her ca lling. 

"My feeling is tha t when 
you' re singing, you' re praying," 
she said. "Anytimeyoushareil, 
you spread that gift around. 
When you involve people in 
singing and groups, you break 
down a lo t of barriers between 
them ." 

Berkson is particularly inter
ested in Jewish music. 

"When I work with music lhal 
is Jewish in origin, I feel it 's the 
besl way for me to express who 
I am," she sa id . 

Bcrk~on then discu%ed her
~lf w1lh lhesamcdi rec tness th.it 
envelops her lyrics 

"I c1m very concerned ,,bou t 
soC1al Justice and peace, and 
helping people to connect in a 

way that makes them see past 
the surface," she said. 

Berkson developed her inter
est in Jewish music after taking 
up the piano during her Buffalo, 
NY, childhood. 

As a teen-ager from a Reform 
home, she was very active in 
NFTY and went on to attend a 
UHACcamp. 

"That was during the '70s, 
and there was a lot of new Re
form music coming out then," 
she sa id . "I listened to a lot of 
Debbie Friedman, and Jeff 
Klepper and Dan Freedlander 
were my camp counselors. I was 
moved spiri tually by the new 
music in a way that I had never 
been before." 

Berkson began writing songs 
about the current events and so
cia l issues lhal she had learned 
about in her you th group, and 
used her music to help her get 
through lhedifficulliesof an itin
erant childhood lhal eventually 
brought her family lo Provid ence. 

Although the family moved 
ye t ,1g,1in, Berkson retained her 
fond memories of the s ta te 
throughout her yea rs at Vassar 

Fundamental Muslim ex
tremists and Palestinian terror
ists escalated their attacks on 
the United States and Israel 
with the bombings of U.S. em
bassies in Nairobi, Kenya and 
Dar es Salaam, Tanzania and 
the bombings of civilian-popu
lated centers in Israel. These ter
rorist actions claimed the lives 
of hundreds of innocent people 
and injured thousands more. 

In Israel, Islamic militant ex
tremists continued to target Is
raelis with attacks in Beersheba, 
Tel Aviv, the Gaza Strip, and on 
the West Bank. 

The United States' crack 
down on terrorism. Convictions 
in the fight against terrorism 
took place in New York City, 
Denver, Oklahoma City, and 
Bridgeview,111. With tough new 
anti-terrorism laws and large 
increases in anti-terrorism fund
ing, the FBI reportedly is scruti
nizing some 20 U.S. groups with 
suspected links to terrorists, and 
grand juries in New York, Chi
cago and Tampa are investigat
ing a number of radical Islamic 
groups. 

Historic anti-Semitism in 
Russia renewed amidst eco
nomic and social turmoil. Eco
nomic turmoil and social dislo
cation in Russia gave rise to re
newed an ti-Semitism. Among a 

slew of incidents, the most seri
ous were the anti-Semitic state
ments made by several elected 
officials, including the head of 
the Communist party, and the 
lack of response from the Rus
sian Parliament. 

Farrakhan's anti-Semitism. 
Minister Louis Farrakhan, leader 
of the Nation of Islam was af
forded a platform by the nation
ally acclaimed NBC news pro
gram "Meet the Press. " 
Farrakhan used the television 
platform to promote his anti
Semi tic lunatic conspiracy 
charges, his demagoguery, and 
his anti-American hostility. 

Farrakhan proteges Khalid 
Muhammad and Malik Shabazz, 
who have long established 
records of virulent racism, anti
Sernitism, and bigotry, led the 
Million Youth March in Harlem, 
New York, to spread their vio
lence-laden rhetoric. 

The Un_ited Nations General 
Assembly acknowledged anti
Semitism as ncism in an his
toric and long overdue decision. 
The step was particularly sig
nificant due to the United 
Nation's omission of any direct 
reference to the Holocaust or 
specifically to Jewish victims of 
World War II in its 1995declara-

(Continued on Page 15) 

Laura Berkson 

College, where she majored in 
psychology and taught music at 
a loca l synagogue. 

After completing an M.A. in 
Jewi sh communa l service al 
Brandeis University, Berkson 
rel-urned lo Rhode Island to serve 
as director of family lifea ndJew
ish experience at the JCCRI. 

"!'art of that job was lo do 
intergenerational music pro
gr,1111m1ng," she remembered . 
" It was really fun " 

After more than lwo years at 

the JCCRI, Berkson left her posi
t-ion to spend severa l years per
forming on the national folk 
music circuit and al women's 
fes tivals. 

" I did a lot of louring and I 
loved il ," she said of the 51 dif
ferent coffeehouses, clubs, festi
vab and events she played in 
during her time on thecircu1l "I 
lo\'ed gel ling to know people 
from all o\'er the countr\', and I 
did all right al it." 

<Cnntinut."li on Pa~c 1 .~) 
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HAPPENINGS. 
,t- . 

Ent=.t·rtairtm=.t·nt 
f@r Childr=.t·n 

The Providence Children's Museum 100 South St., Provi
dence, a nnounces the following January ac ti vities. Call 273-
KIDS. 

January 
7 Play & Learn, 3 to 4:30 p.rn., young learners ages 2 to 4 are 

invited to play games that stretch their imagi nations and 
skills in the cozy. environment of Littlewoods. . . 

8 Music Makers, 9:40 a .rn. to 1:50 p .rn ., preschoolers ages 3 
to 5 get into the rhythm and find a passion for percussion. 
Kids bang and shake an array of rhythmic instruments, 
exploring their historic origins and traditional uses. They 
then create their own drums so the beat can go on at home. 
Pre-regis tration for an 8-week series is recommended for 
this program. Call 273-KIDS, ext 234, for enrolbnentinfor
rnation. There may be space available for same day regis
tration. There is a $1 fee above the price of admission for 
same.day registration. ' . · . 

9 Pets & People, 1 to 3 p.rn. , visitors ages 5 arid up meet and 
cuddle two friendly rabbits. Touching .the bunnies' ·soft 
fur, and asking ques tions of animal experts; kids learn the 
basics of rabbit care and find out if a rabpit is the right pet_ 
for their families. · 

10 Violin Vibes, 1 to 3 p .rn. , kids ages 7 and up hear a young 
violin virtuoso share the rewards of practicing and play
ing. Kids learn the intricacies of fingering, P.lucking and 
bowing. After hearing a tune-up and a mas terful perfor
mance, musicians-to-be get a chance to finger a fiddle 
themselves. Sarne day regis tra tion at admissions . desk. 
There is no additional fee beyond the price of admission. : 

If you have an event you would like 
. -: ... fe~tured. on our Happenings Pag~, , 

. . . please send it tc{,he · ... : ~ : 
~· . , . Rflode Island J~wish Herafd; · ·-.. 
· P.O. Box 6063, Providence, R.I. 02~40 

or FAX 726-5820 

Join thousands 
of readers who 
know what's going 
on in the Rhode 
Island Jewish 
Community ... 

Timely features; local 
and social events, editorials 
and business profiles 
highlight every issue ... 
you also get special holiday 
and seasonal issues. 

Don't mi55 o 5in~le one! 
Re/um the form below to subscribe .. 

Subscribe to tbe 
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I PLEASE BEGIN MY SUBSCRIPTION TO THE \ 
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\ Rhode Island Mailing• 0 I year $15 0 2 years $30 I 
I Out-of-State Mailing O I year $20 0 2 years $40 I 
I Senior Citizen (62+), R.I. Mailing• 0 I year$ 12 O2years$24 I 

Senior .Citizen (62+), Out•of-State Mailing O I year $16 0 2 years $32 
\ Name __________________ \ 
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Calendar: January 1th thru January 14th 
7 M'ystic Seaport is offering free admission during "Library Free Days," for library cardholders 

from Washington County. Jan. 7 through Feb. 12. A 50 percent discount will apply for one 
accompanying guest. Winter hours are 10 a.rn. to 4 p .rn . Call (888) 9SEAPORT. 

8 There may be a chill in the air but golfers will descend upon the Rhode Island Convention 
Center for the Rhode Island Golf Show Jan. 8 through 10. Call 458-6000 for information. 

9 Do you tango? Do you want to learn? Join the fun at Knights of Columbus Hall, 1047 Park 
Ave., Cranston. Tango lessons 7 to 8 p:rn. and dancing from 8 p.rn. to midnight. Coffee, tea 
and pastry. Smoke-free. $10 per person, couples and singles welcome. Call 821-4108. 
Sponsored by K & S Music. 
Stone Soup Coffeehouse, 15 Hayes St., Providence, presents singer /songwriters Laura 
Berkson and Mary Ann Rossoni , 8 p .rn . Tickets $8. Call 781-0061. 

. Prqvidence P.erforming Arts, 220 Weybosset St., Providence, presents the Big Screen Movie 
~eries with Rogers and Hammerstein's "The King and I." 1 p.rn . a nd 7 p.rn. Call 421-ARTS. 
The Stadi_um Theatre, Monument Square, Main St., Woonsocket, presents John Cafferty 
and the Beaver Brown Band. 8. p.rn. Tickets $10. Call 762-4044. 

10 Leventhal-Sidman Jewish Community Center, 333 Nahanton St., Newton, Mass., presents 
reco,rding and performing artist Bill Harley. Harley will perform for the Magic Ark Series, 
Jan. IQ at 1 p .rn . and 3 p .rn. Tickets are $7. Call (617) 965-5226. 
Champions on Ice 1999 Winter Tour. Featuring Ok~ana Baiul, Brian Boitano and Dorothy 
Hamill , Providence Civic Center, 3 p.rn. Call 331-2211 to charge by phone. 
Join the Jewish 49ers for an afternoon of candlepin bowling, Fairway Bowling, 721 
Worcester Road, Natick, Mass. 1 p .rn. To reserve your lane, call Margie (617) 469-9171 or Roz 
(508) 872-1715. 
Greg Picollo. and Heavy Juice bring their jazz sound to Mohegan Sun, Mohegan Suh 
Boulevard (exit 79A off 395), Uncasville, Conn. Call (800) 294-8000. 
Camp JORI reunion and open house at the Jewish Community Center,401 Elrngrove Ave. , 
Providence. 2 to 4p.rn. To receive information and application·rnate rials, call 521-2655. 

12 The Providence Bruins ta.ke on the Springfield Falcons a t the Providence Civic Center, One 
Lasalle Square, Providence. The puck drops at 7:05 p .rn. Tickets can be charged by calling 
the box office at 273-5000. 
The Cranston Public Library Auburn Branch, 396 Pontiac Ave, offers a family reading 
program, beginning Jan. 12: The program teaches reading, writing and basic corn pu ter skills 
to adults and their children. Tuesday and Thursday evenings, 6 to 7:30 p .rn. Ca11Johnat781-
6116 for info. 

_13 The Wizard of Oz 011 Ice, Prp'(idence_Civic C~nter, Jan. 13-through 17. Tickets $10: Call 331-
. 2211'to charge by phone. · · · 

Mount Hope Bay Chorus performs at the East Providence Senior Center, Waterman and 
Pawtucket A.venues, East Pn?vid~nce, '.i',15 .p .. m. Call .821.-1124. . 

' I Hospice Care of Rhode Island is offerfogti si:x-""e'ek bereavement support' groirp for .adults . 
;, : grieving the death of a loved one. The group will meet each Wednesday, beginning Jan. 13 

, thr(!ugh Feb. 17, at 7 p.m-HCRI offi~e, 169 George St., Pawtucket. Call 727-7070. 
J'he Showcase Cinema, Seekonk, 775Fall River Ave., will show the opeh captioned version 
tif "ANTZ" to deaf and hard-or-hearing. Checl< local listings for times or call (508) 336-4965. 

Drama Workshop for 
Young -Adults at the Library 

Students in grades 6 through 9 are invited to participate in a drama workshop at the Barrington 
Public Library led by Angela Brayman. Brayman has studied Theatre Arts in New York City and has 
coached theater programs-for children of all ages . Students wi ll be given the opportunity to explore 
various acting techniques, No previous drama experience is necessary. 

The workshop wi ll be offered Monday evenings, Jan. 25 through Feb. 22, from 7 to 8:30 p.rn. 
Registra tion is required a nd begins Jan. 11 by phone at 247-1920, ex t. 2, or in person at the library's 
reference desk. This program is free and is sponsored by the Friends of the Barrington Public Library. 
Space is limited . 

Take a Winter Walk at 
Fis·herville Brook Wildlife Refuge 

Enjoy a leisurely stroll around the pond at Fisherville Brook Wildlife Refuge in search of wildlife 
in wi nter during the Winter Walk on Ja n. 9at10a .rn. From frolicking otters, to bluebirds, tosnowfleas, 
there is plenty of life to be observed even in the ':dead" of winter. - . 

The fee for this program is $3 for Audubon members, $5 for non-members, $1 for member child, 
$2 for non-member child. To register, ca ll 949-5454. 

Winter can be one of the most peaceful times to visit Fishervi lle Brook. Although the refuge appears 
to lack the wildlife a.cti vity found in spri ng and fall, there is s till plenty to observe during this quiet 
period .· 

· To get to Fisherville Brook, take Route4 to exit5B (Route 102 north). Take 102 north for approximately 
4 miles to:AndersonQuality:Furniture; turn right on to Widow Sweets Road and take the second right 
onto Pardon Joslin Road . The refuge parking lot is approximately 3/ 4 a mile farther on the right. 
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J&W University Appoin·ts 
Lefkowitz Jewish Chaplain 
by Emily Torgan-Shalansky 

Jewish Community Reporter 
Rabbi Benfamin Lefkowitz is 

not completely certain that he is 
the first-ever Jewish chaplain to 
serve at Johnson and Wales Uni
versity, but he does know that 
his new part-time position will 
keep him very busy. 

"The vice president of the 
J&W Hillel Association 'guess
timated' that there are about 
1,000 Jewish students here," he 
said. "Before I came,JewishSer
viceCampusCorps fellows from 
the Brown-RISO Hillel were 
spending time here, but the stu
dents needed more." 

ism or deepen it," he explained. 
"I want to awaken, or maybe 
reawaken, that sense of connec
tion in them. I wantto help them 
in terms of recognizing their 
needs as Jewish students." -

Placing Jewish spirituality 
and activities directly into J&W 
mainstream life is one of Rabbi 
Lefkowitz's main objectives. 

"For the first time this year, 
we had High Holy Day services 
here," he said . "In the past, the 
students made arrangements to 
go to local synagogues, or to the 
Brown-RISO Hillel." 

Rabbi Lefkowitz also brought 
an Ark from his home and set it 

many are mature beyond their 
years." 

Together, Rabbi Lefkowitz 
and the students worked on 
planning a Hanukkah party, a 
trip to the U.S. Holocaust Me
morial Museum in Washington, 
D.C., and more. 

Also, because J&W is on a 
trimester system, the rabbi looks 
for Jewishly oriented programs 
abroad and at home that will be 
compatible with the somewhat 
unusual schedule. 

As a Jewish chaplain, Rabbi 
Lefkowitz also provides coun
seling services for the students 
who drop by his office. 

"We talk about how campus 
life is going," he said. "It's 
mostly about personal issues, 
but there are sometimes Jewish 
questions as well." 

According to the rabbi, he is 
also .responsible for represent
ing the J&W Jewish community. 

'Tm doing diplomatic work, 
and I wasn' t even confirmed by 
the Senate," he laughed. "I make 
the needs of the non-Jewish 
community known to the Jew
ish community." 

During the High Holidays 
R_abbi Lefkowitzreceived many 
calls from students and their 
parents who were concerned 
aboutmissingc!assesduringthe 

. High.Iio!idays. . . 

Rabbi Benjamin -Lefkowitz 

"One of the first things I did 
here was to circulate a univer
sity-widemeIT\oexplainingwljy 
Jewish students would be ap
sent. I'm helping the students to 
understand how to make such 

According to Rabbi Lefko
witz, theuniversitywantedJew
ish leadership that would be a 
direct part of their community. 

"Having a rabbi on campus is 
good," he said. "It's good in terms 
of the Jewish presence, and also 
in that it makes people feel that 
there is someone here who is 
solely devoted to Jewish issues." 

Beyond the J&W campus, 
Rabbi Lefkowitz is also cur
rentlyservingasrabbiatTemple 
Beth Sholom in Hull, Mass. and 
as chaplain at Star of David in 
WestRoxbury,Mass. Asanad
junct instructor atStonehill Col
lege in Eas ton, Mass,,and at the 
Community College of Rhode 
Island, Rabbi Lefkowitz has ex
perience in both religious and 
academic se ttings. 

As his new responsibilities 
d evelop a t J&W, he is utili zing 
prior experience from both set
tings, for as a Jewish chaplain, 
Rabbi Lefkowitz hopes to gen
era te a greater sense of]ewish 
identity directl y on campus. 

"I want to see the Jewish stu
dents grow as people and main
tain their connection with Juda-

concerns known." 
up in McNulty Hall for the holi- According to the rabbi, the 
day and Shabbat se.n(ices that . J&W administration has been 
are presently conducted with. very receptive to his concerns. 
borrowed Torahs. "Every time I have raised an 

"We hope to obtain a Torah issue they have been very atten
of our own," Rabbi Lefkowitz tive,and that's.very important," 
said."Wewillbelookingtostu- he said. "If I can establish the 
dents, their families, th~ com- feeling that this is a good place 
munity and other resources for to be Jewish as well as to get an 
a Torah that will be our own education I will really have ac-
rather than one on loan." complished something." 

So far, the rabbi said, his work 
with theJ&W Hillel club to pro-
mpte Jewish activities on cam
pus has receiv~d a very enthusi
astic response. 

"I find the students very en
joyable," he said. "They're very 
eager to connect Jewishly, and 
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Museum. of the 
Mikveh is Back 

Bigger and Better 
Than Ever 

The Mikveh Outreach Inter
national program, under the 
leadership of its founder and 
director, Rabbi Imanuel Ravad, 
has renewed its national activi
ties, recovering from the loss 
lastyearofitsvanholdingmuch 
of its traveling Museum of the 
Mikveh exhibits. Rabbi Ravad 
voices his thanks and apprecia
tion to a private donor who re
cently supplied a larger vehicle 
that was formerly used as an 
ambulance and converted into a 
replacement to transport the 
traveling museum exhibit. Rabbi 
Ravad has added new titles to 
his already lengthy list of 
Mikveh Outreach articles and 
publications. He is the author of . 
"To Stand Alone With G-d" and 
"Where Are My Children? 
Where Are My Flowers?': and a 

highly effective video presenta
tion on the origins and impor
tance of the rnikveh for Jews of 
all backgrounds. ' 

Rabbi Ravad has been com
mitted to promoting the cause 
of Mikveh Outreach in Jewish 
communities around the world 
for more than two decades. He 
has appeared at the most promi
nent conventions and gatherings 
of world Jewish leaders and edu
cators in order to spread the 
message of Mikveh Outreach 
and distribute his educational 
materials: He has lectured on 
rnikveh education and related 
Jewish topics in Jewish commu
nities large and sm<!Il across the 
continent. 

His publications, in several 
different languages, are de
signed to appeal to Jews of all 
backgrounds. They explain the 

(Continued on Page 15) 

THE NEW MOBILE HOME of the museum exhibits of Mikveh 
Outreach International/Mikva=Tikva as it tours Jewish 
communities large and small throughout North America. 

Photo co11rtesy of Mikveh 011treach /11tematio11a/ 

A subscription to the 
Rhode Island Jewish Herald is a great gift. 

• :s -
0 ·--c = Til 

Call 724-0200 to details. 

650 Oaklawn Avenue 
Cranston, Rhode Island 

401-946-3522 
Mond~y- \Nednesday. Fnd.iy 9:30-5:30 
Thur,d,y 9:30-13, Satumay 9.30-S 
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OPINION 
National Conference on 
Soviet Jewry Condemns 
Latest Anti-Semitic 
Tirade by Russian 
Communist Party Chief 

The National Conference on 
Soviet Jewry condemns the la t
est a ttempt by the Russian Com
munist Party leader Gennady 
Zyuganov to blame the Jewish 
people and Zionism for the seri
ous economic and social prob
lems bese tting the Russian Fed
eration today. 

At a time when Zyuganov 
should apologize for not taking 
appropriate action against mem
bers of his party for fanning the 
flames of hatred and intolerance, 
he instead further escalated the 
problem. Zyuganov sent a letter 
to Russia ' s national security 
chief and justice minister tha t is 
littered wi th some of the worst 
anti-Semitic, anti-Zionist lan
guage used by a senior Russian 
elected officia l since the fall of 
the Soviet Union. 

Zyuganov's comparison of 
Fascism to Zionism is com
pletely unacceptable and is one 
more a ttempt by the Russian 
Communist Party to rewrite his
tory. lt appearsZyuganovwants 
to return to the dark days of the 
USSR when "anti-Zionism" was 
interchangeable with "an ti-

· semitism." 

Earlier anti-Semitic com
ments by Russian Communist 
Duma members General Albert 
Makashov and Viktor Llyukin 
were seen as ugly and unfortu
nate, but were considered by 
some as isolated cases. How
ever, when the leader of one of 
the largest political parties in 
Russia issues an extreme mes
sage of hate, it is time for the 
Russian government and those 
in Russia who believe inanopen 
and free society to speak o~t 
for ce full y in co nd emning 
Zyuga nov's message and his 
politi cal party. 

NCSJ calls upon President 
Boris Yeltsin and Prime Minis
ter Yevgeny Primakov to im
media-tely co nd emn Zyug
anov. They shou ld take appro
p riate action to ensure that 
Zyuga nov's harm fu l and dan
gerous views do not become an 
acce pta bl e and larger par t 
of the political discourse in 
Russia. 

The National Conference on 
Soviet Jewry is a coalition of 48 
national organizations and more 
than 300 local community coun
cils and.federations. • 
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opinions of th is establishment. 

Super Bowl Mysticism 
by Mordechai Siev 

In 1997, I watched the Super 
Bowl with a group of students 
at Tel-Aviv University. As the 
Packers advahced on the Patri
ots, ! racked my brain to th.ink of 
some words of Torah I could 
present at half-time to inspire 
the students and turn the affair 
into a holy gathering. 

The ending horn sounded. 
After some refreshments, I 
opened my remarks by saying 
that the most important thing 
on a football team is unity and a 
support system. The many indi
viduals have to make sacrifices 
for the good of the whole team. 
As an ex-offensive tackle, I can 
attest to that strongly. Similarly, 
Chasidut demands of us the same 
kind of self-sacrifice and humil 
ity, even for a Jew you have 
never met before, and tells us 
that ahavat Yisrael (love for ev
ery Jew) is the basis of the whole 
Torah. 

Here is another parallel. 
Chasidut teaches us about dimin
ishing our bodily needs as a way 
to get closer to our spiritual po-

tential. In football, too, you 
sometimes have to "give up your 
body" to break the wedge or 
throw a down-field block, which 
is a kind of self-sacrifice for the 
cause. 

There is also an idea in foot
ball that in order to advance the 
ba ll, you may have to take a step 
back or go on an end-around in 
order to run a long distance just 
to get back to cross the line of 
scrimmage where you started, 
and hopefully gain some yard
age. Chasidic doctrine explains 
that the soul has to make a de
scent into a body in order to 
accomplish an ascent after 120 
years in th.is world. Although 
you 111ay take one step back by 
failing a tes t in Judaism, you can 
then go two steps forward. We 
should a lways be in the process 
of moving even if it temporarily 
knocks us down, rather than just 
remaining at the same level. 

Finally there is the idea in 
football (and in all sports) of a 
comeback, the "cardiac kids" 
w ho never give up or ever th.ink 
that a ll hope is lost. Chasidut 

tells us that a Jew_is never lost no 
matter how far away from the 
Torah "team" heorsheseemsto 
be. The soul-spark inside always 
remains pure and holy, and is 
never disconnected from its 
source. 

Th.is also applies for any level 
of teshuva (return); it is never 
too late. 

All the times I've watched 
football I could never really un
derstand why it captivated me 
so totally. Now, after putting 
together a parallel between foot
ball and Chasidut'that the kids at 
Tel-Aviv University could un
derstand and relate to, it all 
comes together. 

I reali ze that we have to learn 
to see how all aspects of our 
lives are interconnected, and 
how G-d is part of every one of 
these aspects, even the most 
mundape. We need to integra te, 
harmoniously and in a practical 
manner, the spiritual and physi
ca l in our lives. Moshiach Now! 

Reprinted with permission from 
The Ascent Quarterly. Safed, 
Israel. 

The Community Failed 
With One of Their Own 

To the Editor: 
My wife and I would like to extend a yashar koach to Jeffery Weener for his gallant effort at 

raising the level of yiddishkit in Rhode Island. The Lower East Side Deli opened its doors on Hope 
Street just over a year ago. Kosher trad itional and gourmet food were prepared under the diligent 
supervision of Rabbi Mitchell Levine who runs_ the VAAD. Glatt meat and cholov yisrael cheese 
were routinely sold . Most importantly, the store was shomer shabbat (closed during the Sabbath). 
The deli also prepared kosher food for Jewish patients a t the Miriam Hospital. Weener brought 
honor to our Jewish community when he opened his business. 

A couple of weeks ago Weener had to close' his tlo0rs as his kosher-s1mmer sfiabbdt delr was:no t 
as successful as he wished. The only twist on th.is story is that his deli was a success from the start. 
It was the Jewisl;i Community who failed to see its obligation of bei ng a partner in his business. 

The Reform, Conservative, and Orthodox movements in Rhode Is land share in this failure for 
a multitude of reasons of little merit. I suggest we take a moment to fook into a mirror and ask 
our reflection who we are. Weener did a year ago and knew the answer0 

Steven Schechter, M.D. 
Providence, R.I. 

It's Not Where We Start 
It's Where We End Up 

With the possible exception 
of Parashat Bereshit, it is difficult 
to find another Torah portion 
that covers as much time as 
Shemot does. According to our 
trad iti on, Moses' li fe was di
vided into three segments, each 
40 years in length. In th.is week's 
parashah we fast-forward 
through the first two of those 
segments. In a mere five chap
ters, we cover eight decades in 
the life of th.i s remarkable leader, 
including his birth, his existence 
as a prince in Egypt, and his 
initi a l encou nters with 
G-d in the desert. How
ever, it takes the res t of the 
yea r for us to learn about 
the remaining 40 years of 
Moses' life. 

Why, one wonders, is such a 
disproportionate amount of at
tention paid to the later thi rd of 
Moses' life? Certainlya person's 
childhood and adolescence are 
critical in shaping his or her vi
sion of the world . Moses espe
cia lly must have been deeply 
affected by the circumstances of 
his birth and his subsequent dis
connection from both his real 
and adopted families. Surely 
these experiences, as well as the 

episode in which Moses wit
nesseJ the burning bush, merit 
more than just a telescopic treat
ment in the Torah. 

Perhaps the brief chronicle of 
Moses' first 80 years and the 
lack of emphasis the Torah 
places on th.is period are meant 
to be perceived as a message. By 
speedi ng through the descrip
tion of Moses' early and middle 
yea rs, the Torah is making the 
statement that beginnings are 
less important than endings in 
life. In other words, a human 

Living Torah 

being's worth is notdetermi ned 
by where that individua l came 
from but rather by what that 
person ultimate ly accom 
plished . 

This message has tremen
dous relevance for us today. Too 
often we spend our time dwell 
ing on the past ins tead of focus
ing on our ultimate goa l in life. 
What rea lly counts is where our 
experiences lead us and what 
we have learned a long the way . 

Th.is week's parashah encour
ages us to ask ourselves tough 
questions about where our own 
personal journey is leading. Are 
we sti ll growing and learning? 
What is it that we seek? Are we 
moving in the right direction 
toward a worthwhi le destina
tion? Are we basking in the sun 
of a previous generation's ac
complishments, or are we en
deavoring to make our own 
mark in the world? 

One final word . Only after 
Moses has undergone the 

initial stages of growth 
and development is he 
ready to embark on his 
most important journey 
and assume the mantle 
of responsibility of lead-

ing the Childre n of Is rae l 
through the desert. And how 
old is he w hen he begins the 
final segment of his life? Eighty 
years old . Perhaps it's time that 
we who live in a society that 
tends to worship whatever is 
young and new seriously re
consider how important and 
valuable our seniors really are . .. . 

Phil ip Bregman is the rabbi at 
Temple Sholom in Van couver, B.C. 
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"My daughter just won early 
admission to Columbia . 
Please, drink a toast to her 
success! " Rob Hand-

Twilight 
Toast 
by Mike Fink 

Herald Contributing Reporter 

handed them over to me with a 
flourish, and took off. 

Well, what could I do? I fol
lowed his ins tructions to the let-

"I have a strange tale to tell 
you over your cup," he went 
on. "Did you know that the 
mafia has aJewishrootinsouth
ern Italy? Northern nobles 
raided the villages and coun
tryside like the pogroms of the 
Russian steppes. But a group of 
Jewish shochets used their 
knowledge of knives to wreak 
revenge, or rather to protect the 
women and infants. After they 
_had slain the leader of the mur
derous gang, others would send 
money to help out the widows 
and children of their victims. 

werger joined me at the win- ter. The mafia began as a search for 
dowtableinthecafewithasmile Heofferedmeasunbeamon justice and independence in a 
and a handshake. It was a winter's day, soft as it was at world of privilege and cruelty. 
midmorning break time. "I can twilight. The glass was large Read your history and you can 
only stay for a coup.le of min- and wide. I sipped the potion check out these facts. And then, 
utes," he added. and squeezed the slice of lime. if you analyze my name, you'll 

"'.fhen, how can we do a Can I finish this wel1 of loneli- find out it means, truth-teller." 
proper clink of glasses?" Rob ness, I wondered. Then, as ifby The great thing about public 
has a lot of style. Under houses is that you can 
the now silver mane there make poetic, philo-
is a leonine, proud face sophical, even inti-
with a beaming grin. He mate statements that 
was once my student, and would make no sense 
bears the mark of an era of at all in familiar terri-
showmanshi p and pa- tory,yourhome,your 
nache. "You do learn a office, your neighbor-
few things as time goes by. hood . 
You look around at the That's all, folks, in 
beautiful things you took Have One on Me. Herald photo by Mike Fink the words of Mel Blanc. 
for granted when you were ----------------- Just a l'chaim beracha 
just looking for kicks. to the start of a college 

"I' ll tell you what. You go magic, it seemed to tasteexquis- career, and a p'ri hagafen to the 
down when your day is done, ite. A bearded gerytappearedon . freedom fighters on the pages of 
thisafternoon,totheloungethat the stool at my left, rather like our history. :Just a song at twi
overlooks the rink. Order a Pa- an ancient mariner, an Elijah. light for a gloomy month when 
tron tequila margarita." He "My name is Bob Wuraftic," you need a steaming cup of hot 
folded eight .single dollars, he told me, and gave me his . chocolate, a tropical treat with a 
clipped the roll together with a card that read, "Ph.D., Director, twistoflemonorlime,oraballa.d 
note spelling out the cocktail, Psychological Potentials." straight up in your heart. 

Author, Animator 
by Mike Fink 

Herald Contribuing Reporter 
Judi Dench looks great in the 

gear of an empress. You may 
have seen her as Victoria in 
"Mrs. Brown." The same direc
tor, John Madden, gets her all 
gussied up as Elizabeth in 
"Shakespeare in Love," and it's 
by far the best thing 
about his new release. 

The costumes, 
mostly. Sandy Powell 
primps her in out
landish, outrageous 
gowns that do a lot 
for an otherwise 
quite ordinary flick. 
Once Bess shows up, 
you wake up. 

can help him to pen "Romeo" 
and to bed his.beloved. The pre
dictable plot and its blatant treat
ment pack none of the wit, 
charm, and odd appeal of "Mrs. 
Brown." Maybe the problem 
lies in the casting. Does Will 
have to bea matinee idol? Can't 
his eloquence alone call out to 

the ladies? 

The Bard is suf
fering from a bro
ken quill, in both 
senses of the term, 
and only a conflict 
of class and duty 

Director & Star 

"Gods and 
Monsters" tells a 
stranger story of 
love's labors lost, 
but with a simi
lar theme. James 
Whale, creator 
of the Franken
stein monster 
movies and also 
the 1936 "Show
boat," has lost 
his skills and 
hopes and 
waits listlessly 
for renewal. He 

' j 

findsitin the person of his yatd
man. But his accomplishment, 
his revival, is death by drown
ing in his own luxurious swim
ming pool. 

Ian McKellen' s ou tfi ts are ter
rific, sweater-vests with neck
ties in the California sunshine 
among the British gardens. I 
found them more interesting 
than the beefcake characters 
who flash back in his memories 
of the wild parties he used to 
throw. 

I stared at the face of house
keeper Lynn Redgrave, trying 
to connect its features to the 
youthful, playful Lynn of yore 
and yesteryear. She puts in a 
fine performance. I liked "Gods 
and Monsters" for its sensitive 
and subtle strands, although 
they do blur in the melodra
matic glare. I would wish for 
deeper insights into the 
director's film art, studio plight, 
literary sources. He is proud of 
"Showboat," but we are never 
told why, what it meant to him, 
how we might rediscover half 
forgotten masterpieces that 
should rise beyond the day's 
entertainmentinto treasures for 
future generations. 

An echo of "Love and Anar
chy in Long Island" gives a deja 
vu familiarity to the haunting 
fable of a gay elder and straight 
junior who hit i I off beyond be
lief. 

Are we turning to the cinema 
lo replace, rather than to en
hance, the library? Ah, well I 
remember the summers ofread
ing, followed by the release of 
Hollywood 's crib notes, and 
musing, "the author did it bet
ter than the producer ." 

FEATURE 

Bravo for a Brave One 
by Mike Fink 

Herald Contributing Reporter 
Some of us are born with a 

built-in resistance to suburbia. 
Wayne Jewett used to bring to
ken offerings to my office salon 
at R.I.S.D. in the early '70s. Shells, 
bones, sticks from his native 
South County trails. I couldn't 
believe I had a local yokel in my 
class with a rare and wondrous 
10\;eofplace. Wayne was a great 
talker as well as a fabulous 
walker. He spoke up in the lec
ture rooms and in the smaller, 
more private audiences we used 
to have around mydesk,anend
lessseminar mixof reparleeand 
rhetoric. 

Wayne liked the old Wake
field, but not the new drive-in 
downtown. He haunted the 
riverbanks and ran the roads 
and beaches, but only· off-sea
son. He made me a walking stick 
of bamboo with a chestnut knob 
to hold onto, a Mosaic staff. 
Actually, he even gave me a 
fisherman's cloak against the 
winter winds. 

Wayne Jewett was somehow 
born with an Indian's soul. The 
Narragansett Tribe was reform
ing itself with careful attention 
to bloodlines. I brought Prin
cess Redwing to class to tell its 
tale. Bui Wayne found a zen 
zigzag and enlightened me on 
tribal truths without any genea
logical genetics. I think I was 
like that as a youngster, when 
the W.P.A. conservation prpjects 
gave you some values you 
couldn't get -from mainstream 
sources, even at home. 

Wayne .appointed ·me an el- . 
der as we strolled, or jogged, the 
strand at Canonchel, in mid win
ter. Our alliance had something 
surreal, like a passage out of a 
Mohican legend. 

Like some yank at Oxford, 
Wayne just left R.I.S.D. without 
shaping a nice useful major and 
moved back from town to coun
try, while country was itself 
turning into town, retreating like 
an otter. I took to popping in of.I 
his flats and chambers the way 
he had done at my digs years 
before. 

I only paid my solitary call 
once per vacation summer, just 
before going back to work. Al
ways, I found him cordial, ami
able, a little distant. He might be 
studyingmusic,composingand 
performing ballads ona stringed 

instrument. He might be sculpt
ing bas reliefs with found ob
jects, the skulls of wild crea
tures, the things the seasons 
leave behind to inspire us. We 
talked about ideas, not gossip 
aboutpeople, but parables about 
our companion animals. For a 
while he had a lady in his life, 
likewise a former student, who 
had been a botanist and illustra
tor,and alsoa model. ButWayne 
had an elusive and heroic qual
ity, and the sturdy and definite 
profile and lean figure to ex
press his search, even in silhou
ette. He got around on his quest 
with a bicycle, and I might find 
him working in some repair 
shop if I brought my own or my 
children's bikes in to have a 
chain fitted, a tire-patched, or a 
seat raised or lowered. Rarely, 
he would even cycle by and 
spend a few moments catching 
up en route. Yes, we talked about 
our Jewish roots and rituals, the 
tribal totems we shared in com
mon. His brother even fought in 
the Israeli army. 

But then, out of the blue, a 
postcard arrived at my brick 
homestead. "ICovertheWater
front," it read. From January 4 
through the 29th al the East 
Greenwich Photo Gallery on the 
second floor of 631 Main St., I 
can look through the "drawings 
and watercolors of wooden 
boats, wild shorelines,and other 
scenes of the Rhode Island 
coast." The illustration on 
the notice reads ... " steaming 
through the breach way of Gali
lee." I hummed the tune to the 
old · ballad _ with· tha t.sa.me ti tie, 
"I Cover the Waterfront." 

I haven't seen the show yet, as 
of this writing. But I have some 
early watercolors Wayne did as 
an undergraduate. He gave me a 
neatly matted, softly rose pastel 
sketch of the University Club, 
seen from across the street by 
way of the fire escape balcony of
my studio. And another, an oil, 
of the rather grim downtown 
cityscapeoftwindecadespast. I 
can't recall the words of our rich 
conversations of that time when 
protest was moving toward eco
logical awareness. But the im
ages say it still if I look again at 
their handwritingsymbolsonmy 
walls. A remarkable and fine fel
low. I'm so glad he's having a 
show.Gladlywouldhelearnand 
gladly teach. 

,,IJ=========~~, 
- Enjoy the Warmth -

at Laurelmead 
Listen to live harp and flute music as your dine; 

join a class in Tai Chi; swim in the indoor pool or 
simply relax in the heated Jacuzzi_ You can sign-up 
for a computer class, join the book discussion group 

or current events - "great discussions . " 

All this and more ... under one roof. 
-, Tr ~,..,_, 

----:--.. 
LAURELMEAD~'' 

Distinguished Adult Cooperative Living 

Open Saturday, January 9 - 1 pm to 3 p.m. or contact 
Susan Morin for an appointment (401) 273-9550 
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JEWISH COMMUNITY 
Moscovitz to Head 
American Associates, 
Ben-Gurion University 

On Jan. 18, Bernard C. 
Moscovitz will join the Ameri
can Associates, Ben-Gurion Uni
versity as its new executive vice 
president. He comes to AABGU 
from National United Jewish 
Appeal where he served as chief 
professional officer since 1995. 
Moscovitz turned his talents to 
the not-for-profit world in 1988 
after a highly successfullS-year 
career in advertising and mar
keting. His creative organiza
tional, marketing and campaign 
strategies have benefited the 
Jewish Federation and Com
bined Jewish Appeal in his na
tive Montreal and the Jewish 
Federation of Palm Beach 
County as well as National UJA 
where he was instrumental in 
creating the jointoperating part
nership between UJA and CJF. 

Moscovitz said he is excited 
about assuming the reins at 
AABGU noting, "The organiza
tion has enjoyed rapid growth 
in its fund-raising endeavors 
over the past few years and is 
poised for even more signifi
cant growth. I find that incred
ibly stimulating." 

Headds, "What also attracted 
me to AAGBU is the reality that 
Ben-Gurion University of the 
Negev represents everything 
that is-exciting about the Israel 
of today and tomorrow. It is in 
the forefront in high tech; in the 
humanitiesand interculturalre
lations; in medicine, engineer
ing and desert studies. It is as 
much about the future of Israel 
and its place in the world as any 
institution." 

Moscovitz is enthusiastic 

about what he calls the "multi
faceted challenge" of his new 
position at AABGU. " I am 
thrilled with the opportunity to 
marry the wonders of this uni
versity, and what it can and will 
accomplish, with the changing 
philanthropic vision of donors 
inAmerica-thosewhoalready 
support BGU and those who 
have yet to discover what it can 
mean to them." 

AABGU President Jules I. 
Whitman said Mocovitz's 
strategic vision and excep
tional fund-raising, marketing 
and management skills will 
ensure that the organization 
will continue and even sur
pass its achievements of the 
past two years when it raised 
close to half of the $100 mil
lion goal of its five-year 25th 
Anniversary Campaign. Ac
cording to Whitman, "Bernie's 
track record and his passion 
for this incredible institute of 
research make him the perfect 
choice to guide us into the 21st 
century." 

With one national and 11 re
gional offices, AABGU is the 
major non-governmental source 
of funding for Ben-Gurion Uni
versity of the Negev. Established 
by an act of Knesset in 1969 with 
the unique mission to develop 
the Negev Desert, its land and 
its people, BGU is Israel's young
est university. Its student pnpu- · 
lation has more than doubled in 
the last five years, and 14,000 
students now pursue under
graduate and graduate degrees 
at its campuses in Beer-Sheva 
and Sde Boker. 

JORI 
Wflere 1-<;&s an& summer fun Sec0me 0ne r 

Located in Narragansett. 

Open to boys and girls ages 7-13. 
Ill 

Leadership in Training for 14-and 15-year-olds. 

The only Jewish overnight camp in Rhode Island. 
Dietary laws observed. 

Four-Week Overnight, $1265 
Trip I: June 28 to July 25 

Trip 11 : July 26 to August 2~ 

Two-Week sessions for 
first time campers only, $780. 

Camp Director: Ronni Guttln 

For information, call ( 401) 521-~655. 
Comp JORI 229 Wot♦rmon Street Providence, RI 02906 

Comperships available. 

R.I. Bar 
Foundation 

Seeks Scholarship 
Applicants 

Planning to attend law 
school? The Rhode Island Bar 
Foundation is seeking applica
tions for its Thomas F. Black, Jr. 
Memorial SchoJarship. 

The bar foundation will 
award a scholarship of $7,500 to 
a Rhode Island resident who 
will enroll as a first-year stu
dent in an American Bar Asso
ciation-accredited law school for 
the academic year, beginning 
September. The scholarship is 
for the first year of law school 
only and non-renewable. 

The scholarship is awarded 
based on. scholastic achieve
ment, financial need and good 
character without discrimina
tion because of race, color, reli
gion, sex, national origin or dis
ability. 

The application deadline is 
March 12. For application forms, 
call the Bar Foundation at 421-
6541 or write to the office at 115 
Cedar St., Providence, RI 02903. 

In the past l_O years, the bar 
foundation has awarded $54,000 
to law students. 

The R.J. Bar Foundation is 
the charitable arm of the Rhode 
Island Bar Association. The 
scholarship program received 
substantial funding from the 
Horace A, Kimball and S. Ella 
Kimball Foundation, and 
supplemental funding from the 
Providence Journa/-Bul/etin in 
honor o, the late Thomas F. 
Black, Jr. Black was known for 
his impressive ability as a law-. 
yer and banker, his deeply 
rooted legal scholarship, and his 
notable participation in civic and 
charitable causes. 

Social Seniors 
of Warwick 

There will be no meetings for 
the months of January and Feb-
ruary. · 

There will bea day trip sched
uled for Feb. 18 for lunch' to be 
held at Wrights Farm, Nason
ville, R.I. For reservations con
tact Sally Goldman or Estelle 
Miller. 

The next meeting will be held 
March 10. 

Gesher Teen Program 
at Congregation 
Agudas Achim 

A four-week program for 
teens called Gesher will be held 
a tCongregation Agudas Achim 
in Attleboro on Jan. 10, 24, 31 
and Feb. 7. Gesher is the He
brew word for bridge. The 
Gesher program, sponsored by 
the Bureau of Jewish Education 
of Rhode Island, is seen as a 
bridge to connect Jewish teens 
from around the area with one 
another and with the Jewish past 
and Jewish future. 

Theprogram,entitled "Inspi
ration to Creation" is open to 
Jewish teens in grades seven 
through 12. Facilitators Bruce 
Lenore and Ronni Guttin will 
encourage students to bring out 
their creative sides as they learn 
to express their beliefs and 
ideals through hands-on projects 
and discussions. Lenore is a 
graduate of the Rhode Island 
School of Design whose works 
of Judaic art in ceramics and 
metals are exhibited nationally. 
He teaches at Rhode Island Col
lege, the Community College of 

Rhode Island and several Jewish 
religious schools. Guttin is the 
director of Camp JORI and the 
youth advisor at Temple Torat 
Yisrael in Cranston, R.I. 

The Gesher program pro
vides an opportunity for teens 
to make new friends, talk, play 
and explore Jewish issues. The 
program is designed to keep 
Jewish teens involved through 
interactive, participatory ses
sions which offer an informal 
atrnosphere.AllJewishteensare 
invited to take part in the four
week Gesher program. Theses
sions will be held from 5:30 to 
7:30 p.m. and include dinner. 
Congregation Agudas Achim 
serves the communities of 
Attleboro, North Attleboro, 
Mansfield, Foxboro, Norton, 
Wrentham, Franklin, Cumber
land, Pawtucket and Providence 
as well as other nearby commu
nities. For more information or 
to register for the program, con
tact Rabbi Gail Diamond at(508) 
222-2243. 

Wheeler School Hosts Scholarship 
Competition in January 

The Wheeler School in Providence, R.I. , will host its annual 
scholarship examination competition Jan. 23 at8:15 a.m. at the 
school. The competition is open to any boy or girl presently 
enrolled in grades eight or nine in Rhode Island or Southeast
ern Massachusetts who wishes to enter Wheeler. 

The scholarship may cover as much as full tuition, and will 
contim1e through graduation if academic achieveinentis11ote
worthy. Scholarships are awarded on the basis of examination 
results, financial need .and evidence of outstanding character. 
Parents of candidates are invited to a reception while the test 
is 6eing given. 

For information, contact the Wheeler admission office at 
421-8100. 

Nominate Attorneys 

f~~,-~~~~o~~a~t~!!~~~ m 
Island Bar Association 1999 Dorothy Lohmann Com: ill,lill 
munity Service Award. 

The 10th annual Lohmann Awards will be given in May to 
attorneys who have donated substantial time and work to non
profit Rhode Island organizations on a voluntary, non-paid basis. 

Anyone may nominate an attorney for consideration by the 
awards committee. Nomination forms are available by calling 
Lynne Dawson at the R.I. Bar Association at 421-5740. The nomi
nation deadline is Feb. 12. 

Lohmann was one of the first recipients of the Community 
Service Award. A lawyer, she spent her entire legal career working 
as an advocate for the legal rights of the poor. The award was 
named for her in 1993 after she succumbed to cancer. 

The R.J. Bar Association and its 4,900 member attorneys are 
continuing sponsors of public service activities in the community. 

Providence Hebrew Day School 
Fancy Chairs 

' 
OPEN HOUSE 

parents and children are invited to visit our 
spacious pre-school and kindergarten rooms 

computer lab and classrooms in session. 

Monday, January 18 ~ 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
"Jewish values are practiced and 

secular studies are second to none." 

CHAIR SEATING IN 
IOSTORIC MATERIALS 

AND PATfERNS 
• Natural Rush • 

• Cane • 
• Splint • 

• Shaker Tape • 
Richard Greenberg 

Dee Gustafson 
(401) 351- 1321 Evenings 
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JEWISH C'OMMUNITY 
Jewish Communal Leadership 
Trainees to Explore Jewish 
Community in 21st Century 

AreJewishattitudes towards Among the topics to be ex-
the Holocaust changing? Is di- plored at lectures, seminars, 
versity within the Jewish com- workshops and informaldiscus
munity threatening Jewish sion groups will be: Unity and 
unity? Are Jewish ethical values Diversity in Jewish Life; Jewish 
in flux? Law and Thought in the Next 

These are some of the issues Millennium; Jewish Ethical Val
that will be explored by a select · ues and Society; The Jewish Di
groupofyoungmenand women aspora - Its Historic Past and 
next Summer in Sweden as part Future; The Changing Role of 
oftheirtrainingtoassumelead- the Holocaust in Jewish Con
ership roles within the world- sciousness; and Faith after the 
wide Jewish community. Holocaus t. Varied cultural 

The 10-day program - the eventseacheveningwillsupple-
8th Nahum Goldmann Fellow- menttheformalstudyprograms. 
ship, a leadership training ins ti- The fellowships, named for 
tutesponsored by the Memorial the late Dr: Nahum Goldmann, 
Foundation for Jewish Culture founder of the Memorial Foun
- will take place from Aug. 22 dation for Jewish Culture, were 
to Sept. 2, in Glamsta, Sweden, launched in 1987. Their objec-
90milesnorthofStockholm,site tive is to develop community 
of the previous Fellowship. leadership - both lay and pro-

Interested parties should fessional - for the next cen
write to Dr. Jerry Hochbaum, tury, according to Sylvia 
executive vice president, at the Hassenfeld, chairperson of the 
Memorial Foundation for Jew- fellowship program. Some 40 
ish Culture,- 15 East 26th Street, , applicants from academia, the 
N.Y., NY 10010, and request an professions andJewishcommu
application. This form must be nal life who have shown serious 
completed and returned to the interest in Jewish learning and 
foundation no later than Febru- have demonstrated potential for 
ary 15. It must be accompanied personal growth and commu
by letters of recommendation ·nity leadership will be selected 
from three individuals familiar as 19-99 Fellows, she said . More 
with the applicant's activities, than 300 men and women from 
one of whom must be a Jewish Western Europe, the formerSo
communal leader. The full cost viet Republics, Argentina, Bra
of room and board for those zil, the United States and Israel 
chosen will be provided by the are alumni of the previous ins ti
Memorial Foundation. Program ·tutes, which w ere held in West
participants will be announced em Europe, the Commonwealth 
in the spring-0f 1999. oflndependentSta tes andS011th 

America. 

ASDS 1999 Basketball Schedule 

Jan. 12 
Jan. 13 
Jan. 20 
Jan. 24 @ 

Jan. 27 
Feb.3 
Feb. 4 
Feb. 10 @ 

Feb. 11 -
Feb. 22 @ 

Boys 

C--0mmunity Prep, 4:30 p .m. 
Rocky Hill, 3:45 p.m. 
Gordon, 4:30 p.m. 
Newton (Tournament), 9 a.m. 
R.I. School for Deaf, 3:30 p.m. 
Wheeler, 3:30 p.m. 
PCD, 3p.m. 
Newton, 3:30 p.m. 
St. Andrews, 3:30 p .m. 
Wheeler, 3:15 p .m . 

Girls 

Jan. 12 Community Prep, 3:30 p .m. 
Jan. 13 Rocky Hill , 4:45 p .m. 
Jan. 20 Gordon, 3:30 p .m. 
Jan. 24 @ New ton (Tournament), 9 a.m. 
Jan. 21 Lincoln, 3:30 p .m. 
Feb. 2 @ PC D, 3 p .m. 
Feb. 9 @ R. I. School for Dea f, 4 p.m. 
Feb. 23 @ Lincoln, 3:30 p.m. 
Among this yea r's team rosters are severa l eighth-grade 

s tudents who are parti cipa ti ng fo r their third consecutive 
yea r. Coach Jared Earley is pleased to welcome back Jonah 
Gabry, Noah Jablow, Aaron Ma tusow a nd Ben Matusow to the 
Boys Tea m,a lso Limor Nevel and Sa ndy Schneider to the Girls 
Team . Maze! Tov lo a ll the p layers fo r a successful season. 

Temple Emanu-EI 
Leisure Club 

Holds Meeting 
Temple Emanu-El Leisure 

Club will hold their Sunday 
meeting on Jan. 10 at 2 p .m. in 
the Bohnen Vestry. Our guest 
speaker will be Froma Harrop. 
Her subject will be "Journalis ts, 
Do We Need Them?" 

Harrop has been a columnist 
and editorial writer for The Provi
dence Journal since 1991. Her 
twice-weekly column blends 
social, political and economic 
topics in an off-beat and often 
humorous manner. She cur
rently serves as a director on the 
board of the National Confer
ence of Editorial Writers. 

A native New Yorker and 
graduate of New York Univer
sity, Harrop began her journal
istic career in 1972 as a financial 
writer for Reuters Ltd. She later 
became a business editor at the 
New York Times News Service. 
She joined The Providence Jour
nal staff as a business reporter in 
1986. Harrop's feature articles 
have app_eared in a wide variety 
of publications, including The 
New York Times, Harper's Bazaar, 
Self and Institutional Investor. She 
is a recipient of a New England 
Associated Press News Execu
tives Association award for edi
torial writing. 

PHDS Holds 
'l 

Open Arms- .,. 
Open House 

The Providence Hebrew Day' 
Schbol· welcomes parents and 
children to its annual Open 
House on Jan. 18. At the o'pen 
house, parents who have chil
dren at PHDS are able to visit 
the classrooms while they are in 
session. It gives them a chance 
to see the teachers and the stu
dents as they go about their day 
in both secular and Judaic stud
ies. The day school also wel
comes prospective parents and 
children who wish to see first
hand· the school in action. In 
particular, the school invites 
new parents to see .the pre
school room for the 3- and 4-
year-old pregram and the ex
tra-largeand well-equipped kin
dergarten room (1 ,440 sq. feet). 
Also of interest is the newly 
upgraded computer lab with its 
Internet networking. 

Another special attrac tion 
will be the school 's annual Mar
tin Luther King Day program of 
songs, poems and special read
ings presented by the children 
for those a ttending open house. 
Parents are invited to meet with 
school administrators to discuss 
class curriculum, policies and 
financial information. The open 
house will be from 9 a.m. until 2 
p .m. a t PHDS, located a t 450 
Elmgrove Ave. in Providence. 

Your Wedding Day ... Overlooking Narragansett Bay! 

ouidnessett Country dub : Picture-P~rfect Wedding . 
~ - Ceremonies & Elegant Receptions. • f~ P.1niLul.1r c.1rc is 1,1kcn in pl.urn ing your very 

- - -,......_ ~ 1 • spc1.. i,1I d.1y. food is expertly prep.ired .md offered 
• : ~ L • •lr wi th 1hc finest of ,;crvicc. O ur d eg.mt priv,uc 
• ~ r

1
':'(-~ L_~..:}J: room~ .11.....o rmnoJ .nc fro m ')0 w 500 g11c<;1~ . 

· - .;, l et 011r experienced strtfjg11ide yo11 
Rhode Island's Premiere Wedding Specialists 1hro 11gh every detrtil fro m strtrt to fi nish. 

Together we (1111 pl,111 the perfect ,uedding. 
950 North Q\,idncssctt Road, North Kingstown• 884- 1100 

School Spirit is High 
at Basketball Game 

The entire student body of the Alperin Schechter Day School 
turned out to support their favorite team during the recent fac
ulty / student match-up. The students and faculty spectators lined 
the floor, raised banners and voices high to cheer on the players in 
a very fast-paced competition. The faculty team, consisting of 10 
members, came out strong to gain an early lead. 

Faculty member Rich Walter matched up with eighth-grader, 
Jonah Gabry, as the lead scorers for their teams with 13 and 6 points 
respectively. Jared Early and Brenda Redding were the next highest 
scorers for the faculty, contributing a total of 16 poi~ts. Rebecca 
Levine and Michael Wolpert contributed four points each. Harry 
Matusow, ASDS parent, volunteered to referee the game and did an 
outstanding job of m?intaining the pace and integrity of the game. 
The faculty's lead remained throughout the game as they rebounded 
and penetrated to the hoop effectively. Their years of experience 
obviously paid off. Despite the 44 to 32 loss, the students played an 
outstanding game, and look forward to next year's rematch! 

RICH WALTER, lead scorer for the ASDS faculty following his 
shot during the annual student-faculty game. Photo courtesy of ASDS 

People ore fin.ting us lty ~~ 

78 Leavitt Street , Seekonk. MA 
(Right bdund Au10 Show VOLVO) 

(508) 336-0370 

• -· --·· . &\,;, , ;\ 
••t~ 
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JEWISH COMMUNITY 

I 

Holy Spaces, 
Unusu-al Places 

"Hate to tell you rabbi, but 
you measured wrong. You left 
two fee t uncovered." 

Uhoh. How could I have been 
off by so much? I thought I had 
gotten it right earlier that day, 
when I tried to estimate the 
leng th from the top of the 
statue's head to its base. My close 
friend, the minister of the 
church, assured me it would be 
OK to cover it up during the 
time we were holding services 
in his building. 

I had just arrived at the church 
to find the jolly custodian still in 
the sanctuary, completing the 
transformation from Christian 
to Jewish praying space. "Two 
feet? " I shrugged . "Where am I 
going to find matching cloth at 
this hour?" But as I drew closer 
to inspect the statue, I noticed 
that the bottom of the wrapper 
hung only a few inches from the 
floor. 

The man saw the confused 
look on my face, and then 
sprung his joke: "Get it, rabbi? 
Two feet. Ten toes. You can s till 
see them!'' 

A spray of carefully placed 
flowers effectively obscured the 
sacred tootsies. 

Jews find themselves wor
shipping in some pretty unusual 
places, particularl y a t , times 
when larger numbers assemble. 
I once led services in a Masonic 
ha ll whose name was 50 percent 
appropriate and 50 percent. .. · 
well .. . different. It was ca lled 
The Lulu Temple. 

Speaking of Lulu, Rabbi Lew 
Littman related that when his 
congregation held a Passover 
seder in a local hotel, the chef 
was asked to pr~pare cups of 
salt water for the dipping of 
parsley. Trying to be helpful, 

the chef supp lied salt water with 
thegreensalreadyinit. As Rabbi 
Littman explained, "We became 
the first generation of Jews since 
the exodus to observe the ritual 
of karpas by REMOVING pars
ley from salt water." 

Passover isn' t the only time 
religious services take place in 
hotels. These multi-purpose, 
adaptable facilities are often 
rented for the overflows tha t 
sanctuaries cannot accommo
date during the Days of Awe. 
Which led one group of Jews to 
dub their temporary autumn 
home, "High Holiday Inn." 

But my favorite shared space 
story comes from the west coast, 
about IO years ago, when lead
ers of the recently established 
Co ngrega tion Kol Tikvah 
scouted their Los Angeles neigh
borhood for a place in which to 
celebrate the New Year. They 
ultimately chose one section of 
a double cinema. 

As their rabbi, Steven Jacobs, 
told me when I visited his shul 
for a delightful Shabbat, the the-. 
ater manager was most accom
modating, even allowing the 
synagogue to use half of the 
marquee above the main en
trance. 

And so, as people arrived on 
the evening of Rosh Hashanah, 
one part of the large sign greeted 
the m with the we lcoming 
word$ , "Co ngrega tion Kol 
Tikvah. Happy New Year!" 

And on the other side? The 
name of the movie currently 
being s hown: "Templ e of 
Doom." 

Rabbi Bob Alper is a stand-up 
comic and author of Life Doesn't 
Get Any Better Than This. Visit 
him at <www.bobalper.com> . 

DIRECTOR OF JUDAIC STUDIES 
The Alperin Schechter Day School, located in Providence, Rhode 

Island, is an independent, co-educational Conservative Jewish day 
school with ari enrollment of 230 students in grades K-8. 

The school is seeking a Director of Judaic Studies for the I 999-
2000 academic year. Candidates should have experien9e in supervi 
sion of facu lty, curriculum design and formal Jewish education. 
Advanced degrees in Judaic and/or Rabbinical studies required. 

Salary commensurate with qualifications, $50,000-$55,000. 
Please send resume to Dr. Penney Stein, Head, 

Alperin Schechter Day School, 85 Taft Avenue, Providence, RI 09026 

HOW OFF f~IHG 
KOSHfD 

CATfDIH6 
Breakfast All Day and 
Much, Much More! 
Monday-Friday 6 a.m. to 3 p.m. , 
Saturday-Sunday 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

959 HOPE STREET, PROVIDENCE, RI 
Phone 861 -0200 - fax 861 -6300 

e-mail jelliotts l @ao l.com 
• RESTAURANT IS NOT KOSHER • 

Tara Thaler.Weds Les Satlo 
Tara Kate Thaler and Les 

Elliot Satlow were married in 
the Garden Room, Biltmore 
Hotel, Providence, RI., on Oct. 
31, 1998. The bride is the daugh
ter of Michael and Jill Thaler of 
Cranston, RI. The bridegroom is 
thesonofFelsaSatlowof Arling
ton, Mass., and the late Frank 

. Satlow. The bride is the grand
daughter of Barci Thaler Finkle, 
and the late Joseph Thaler, Pearl 
Gerber, and the late Saul Gerber 
of Portland, Maine. The bride
groom's grandmother, Jean 
Satlow, lives in New York. 

Rabbi Michael Cahana offici
ated at the 6:30 p .m. ceremony. 
The reception was held in the 
Ball Room, Biltmore Hotel, 
Providence. 

The bride was given in mar
riage by both of her parents. 

Amy Sue Perler was honor 
attendant. The bridesmaids 
were Jennifer Thaler, sister-in
law of the bride; Kim Levin; 
Robin Coley; Meredith 
Cavalieri, cousin of the bride; 
Audrey Sobel; and Julia 
Chamovitz: 

Best man was Michae l 
Satlow, brother of the bride
groom. Ushers were Ke nt 
Thaler,brotherofthebride;Matt 
Alperin, Da v id Wa x, N ick 
Atwood, Brad Nilson, Jeremy 
Pressman; and Craig London. 

Mr. and Mrs. Les Satlow 

The bride graduated from 
Hofstra University with a B.A. 
in psychology and from Con
necticut College with a M.A. in 
clinical psychology and is a 

), 

Ph.D. ca ndidate in counseling 
psychology a t Boston College. 

The bridegroom graduated 
from Washington University 
with a B.A. in history and politi
cal science, and John Hopkins 
University with a M.A. in inter
na tional economics and Russian 

Providence Circus School 
- Winter Session Begins 
~ The Providence Circus School is accepting stu
~fU ~ dents for its winter session which begi ns Jan. 17. 

~ Providence Circus School is a group where young 
people ages IO to 18 can come together to learn 

circus arts: juggling, acrobatics, clowning, unicycling, stilt
walking, and more. There will be pie throwing but no lion taming! 
The Providence Circus School is sponsored by What Cheer Art 
Company, the non-profit Rhode Island arts corporation that pro
duces Pan Twilight Circus. 

Students can sign up now for Winter Session 1999, Jan. 17 
through March 7. Classes will meet Sunday afternoon 1 to 3 p.m., 
Jan. 17, 24, 31, Feb. 7, 14, 21 , 28, March 7. f.!!111111ii. 
Class fee is $105 for the eight-wei?k session.~~ 

Tuition is eight weeks for the price of seven, . ~ 
anticipating cancellation of one class because 
of snow. For information, and to register, ca ll 
Providence Circus School at 861-0892. 

Your local source for everything Jewish is ... 

,~~~~ti/ 
Religaus items, books, gifts, artwork, toys 

Bar/Bat Mitzvah items: tallit, kipot, ki.ddush cups, etc. 

I SPECIAL ORDERS OUR SPECIALTY I 
775 HOPE STREET, PROVIDENCE 454-4775 OPEN SUNDAY 

area studies. He is currently em
ployed as director of informa
tion services at Global Investor 
Publishing in Cambridge, Mass. 

They honeymoo ned in 
Budapest, Vienna, and Milan 
and have made their home in 
Brighton, Mass. 

Nathan Bradley 
Kirshenbaum 
Lisa and Eva n K.irshen

baum of Cranston, R.I., an
nounce the birth of their son, 
Na than Bradley, on Dec. 5, 
1998. Nathan weighed 9 lbs. 
3 oz. 

Maternal grandparents 
are Denyse a nd Milton 
Kapelus of Larchmont, N.Y. 
Paternal grandparents are 
Marsha and Allen K.irshen
baum of Cranston, R.I . 
Grea t-grandparents are the 
late Nathan and Sally 
Rosenfeld and the late 
Morris and Eda Kirshen-
baum. . 

Nathan Bradley is named 
after hi s paternal grea t
grand father, Nathan Rosen
feld, and his maternal grea t 
aunt, Beryl Kapelus. 

JANUARY CLEARANCE 
30-70% DISCOUNT ON SOME MERCHANDISE ... 

20% DISCOUNT ON WEDDING, BAR/BAT MITZVAH 
Party Supplies for All Occasions at Discount Prices 

THE PAR1YWAREHOUSE 
Monday-Thursday 9:30-6. Friday 9:30-7. Saturday 9.30-5 . Sunday dosed 

310 EAST AVENUE, PAWTUCKET• 726-2491 • JEANNE STEIN • ALWAYS DISCOUNT PRICES 
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FEATURE 
Names From Fame and Obscurity - The Divine Miss M 

by Kimberly Ann Orlandi 
Herald Editor 

Few entertainers in Holly
wood can boast both a success
ful movie and singing career, 
but the often garish and always 
flamboyant Bette Midler can do 
just that. 

Midler was born a far dis
tance from the bright lights of 
Hollywood. Her father, Fred, 
had been in the Navy and sta
tioned in Hawaii during the war. 
When the war ended he re
turned home to New Jersey 
where he found his bride-to-be 
Ruth (Schindel). The two moved 
back to Fred's Hawaiian para
dise where they raised their 
three daughters: Susan, named 
afterSusanHayward;Judy, who 
was named after Judy Garland; 
and Bette after Bette Davi s . 
Midler's mother was fascinated 
with Hollywood during its 
Golden Age, so much so she 
named her children after 
Hollywood's brightest and most 
beautiful starlets. However, 
Ruth thought that Bette was pro
nounced "Bet" and that's the 
pronunciation Midler grew up 
with. Midler describes her fa
ther as being a "bellower," al
ways yelling and rarely seeing 
but one side of a situation, 
namely his own. In an effort to 
escape Fred's often harsh ver
bal treatment, Ruth became ob
sesse_d with Hollywood and 
movie stardom. It was this ob
session which greatly influenced 
Midler's eventua l d ecision to 
embark on a career in entertain

. ment, much to her father's dis
may. 

Growing up in Hawaii, 
Midler always felt like the out
sider, especially being Jewish. 
Her friends, few as they were, 
were Polynesian, Hawaiian, or 
Oriental, and they couldn't un
ders tand who it meant being 
Jewish. When she reached el
ementary school, she realized 
she was different than the other 
girls in her class. She wasn't 
pretty and she wasn't Catholic. 
To escape the ridicule she faced, 
she took a cue from her mother 
and began to retreat in to her 
own make-believe world. With 
Ruth's encouragement, Midler 
tri ed her hand at singing. She 
was so good, that while in el
ementary school, she won a 
prize for her rendition of "Silent 
Night," a fact she didn't share 
with her father because of his 
quick temper if he ever found 
out she had won an award for 
si nging a Christmas carol. 

Her flamboyant style was es
tablished at an early age. Ruth 
wanted all of her children to 
learn how to sew, so Midler, 
being the creative genius she 
was, took it upon herself to cre
ate her own clothing, some so 
outlandish in color and style it 
seemed to make her even more 
of an outsider than ever before . 
But that didn 't seem to bother 
Midler. She struck an indepen
dent blow very early on and 
marched to her own drummer 
from the beginning. 

It was the mid-1950s, and 
Midler was a high school teen
ager growing up to the sounds 
ofEli vsPresleyand rock'n' roll. 
It was here, at Radford High 
School, that Midler really came 
into her own. She, along wi th 
two friends, formed a female 

vocal trio, the Pieridine Three, 
and started performingatschool 
functions. Later, they toured the 
military bases. They were a hit. 
Midler graduated valedictorian 
in 1963 and went on to the Uni
versity of Hawaii where she 
studied acting. It was important 
for her to get out from under her 
father's domineering shadow. 
So, she got a part-time job at the 
pineapple cannery for 
three summers and saved 
enough money to move 

sires to get back to performing. · 
She slipped into a period of de
pression which lasted much of 
1968. In an effort to get her back 
to work and back to the world of 
the living, her friend, Marta, 
who was playing the lead in a 
production called "Salvation," 
suggested to the director that 
Midler take over her role when 
Marta toured with the Los An-

move. Her backup band in
cluded the as-of-yet commer
cially unknown piano player 
Barry Manilow. 

Her stint at the bath houses 
was pure genius✓ She packed 
the house each night. From this 
point, her career seemed to sky
rocket over night. She appeared 
withJohnnyCarsonon "TheTo
nightShow," portrayed the Acid 

out of her family home and 
into a place of her own. 

In April 1965, a Holly
wood film crew shooting 
James Michener's novel 
Hawaii showed up on the 
sa ndy beaches of Hawaii 

I )I 
)BE 

Queen in The Who's rock 
-opera "Tommy," and was 
eventually booked into one 
of New York's hottest night 
clubs, Downtown at the Up
stairs, where she was ulti
mately discovered by Co
lumbia Records executive 
Clive Davis, who subse
quently turned her down, 
twice! But it wasn't until 
Ahrnet Ertegun, co-founder 
of Atlantic Records, saw her 
and signed her on the spot. 

about to get even brighter. In 
1978, with her third album not 
selling as the executives would 
have liked, Midler took the role 
of a lifetime In the hopes of 
boosting both her career and 
record sales-that of the Janis 
Joplin character in the loosely 
biographical film, "The Rose." 
She had originally turned down 
the role five years prior because 
of the timing of the script with 
regard to Joplin's death. Her 
performance won her. critical 
acclaim and an Oscar nomina
tion for Best Actress. 

"The Rose" was the begin
ning of Midler's long relation
ship with Hollywood. Other 
successful movies would follow 
in the coming years including 
"Down and Out in Beverly 
Hills" (1986) with Richard 
Dreyfus, "Ruthless People" 
(1986) with Danny Devito, 
"Outrageous Fortune" (1987) 
with Shelley Long, and prob
ably her most unforgettable role 
in "Beaches" (1988) with Bar
bara Hershey. In an interview 
with Oprah Winfrey while pro
moting the movie "Beaches," 
Midler told Winfrey, "I have to 
say that of all the pictures I've 
made, I like "The Rose" the best. 
But I like this one "Beaches" 
too. I like the real characters." 

and sent out a casting call 
to all prospective actors on 
the island. Bette was hired 
as an extra and cast as a 
seasick missionary wife. 
Although her initial ap
pearancedid include some 
dialogue, that eventually 
fell to the editing room 
floor and Midler'sappear
ance was nothing more 
than a shot of her back 
lea ning over the s hip . 
When the film crew 
wrapped shooting, they re
turned to Hollywood with some 
of the extras, including Midler, 
to reshoot some of the scenes. 
She left Hawaii, without telling 
her fatherofher long-term plans, 
and never returned. From the 
coas t, she flew to New York City 
where a 20-year-old gir l with 
little money in her pocket and 
with no friends or family in the 
big city, began her quest for a 
career in show business. 

The first thing she did was to 
get herself a cheap room a-t the 
Broadway Central Hotel, a run
down hotel in Manhattan near 
the theatre district. The room 
was $15 a week which she paid 
for by working odd jobs, from a 
typing position at Columbia 
University to a go-go dancer at 
a New Jersey bar, all while tak
ing acting lessons and audition
ing. Her first role was a non
speaking part in Tom Eyen's 
"Miss Nefreti te Regrets," an off
Broad way play. From there she 
tried her hand at the resorts of 
the Catskills where she found 
great success during the sum
mer of 1966. Her continuation 
on the audition circuit includ ed 
the very successful "Fiddler on 
the Roof," whichsheauditioned 
for several times before landing 
a temporary spot in_ the chorus. 
Al though the spot was only tem
porary, Midler won a perma
nent role as the oldest daughter, 
which she played the next three 
years. But her experience in the 
theatre, as rewarding and privi
leged as it was, was becoming 
disenchanting. So, after the fi
nal run of "Fiddler," Midler left 
the theatre to try her hand at the 
local clubs. 

One of the first places she 
went was The lmprov, which 
was owned by Bud Friedman. 
During this lime, Midler was 
dealt a devas tating perso nal 
blow wi lh the death of her sis ter 
Jud y. Judy had come out to New 
York to visit Mid ler when she 
was s truck by a ca r at a busy 
Manhattan intersection . She 
died a l the scene, and with her 
died Midler's ambition and de-

geles company. 
Midler credits gospel greats 

Bessie Smith and Aretha 
Franklin as two of her biggest 
influences with regards to her 
singing career. She would often 
spend hours at the New York 
Public Library listening to and 
learning from the gospel greats. 
When "Sa lvation" closed in 
April 1970, Midler once again 
found herself looking for work, 
but not for long. When a former 
teacher called her to say tha t.a 
local bath hou.se was looking 
for entertainment, Midl er 
jumped at the chance. She 
looked at it "as an exciting new 
challenge," a challenge that 
proved to be a successful career 

In 1972, she left the bath 
houses behind and em
barked on a tour and record 
deal with Manilow as her 
arranger and producer. The 
two had an agreement that 
for 20 minutes during 
Midler's set, she would let 
Manilow perform his own 
music in the hopes that he, 

too, would get a record deal. 
His deal came a few years later 
when Clive Davis, now fired 
from Columbia and founder 
of Arista Records, signed 
Mani low. Her first a lbum, 'The 
Divine Miss M," was released in 
Nov. 1972, selling more than 
500,000 copies and making it 
her first gold record. Her sec
ond album, "Bette Midler," 
which was also produced by 
Mani low, was just as much a hit 
as her first. By 1973, at age 28, 
Midler had made the cover of 
Newsweek, received the Tony 
Award for Best Special Perfor
mance in a Broadway musical, 
and a Grammy for Best New 
Female Artist. Her star was 

Midler finally settled down 
in Dec. 1984 with performance 
actor Martin vonHaselberg. The 
two gave birth to a daughter, 
Sophie, in Nov .1986. For Midler, 
after years of trying to find out 
where exactly she fit in, she re
alized that the greatest role of 
all is that of mother and wife. In 
1993, after 10 years away from 
tne concert halls, Midler com
pleted her most successful tour, 
"Experience the Divine," sell
ing out a record-breaking 30-
night stand at New York's Ra
dio City Music Hall, proving 
that the Divine Miss M is still 
divine . . 

Peat.Ill~ fur editorial copy and aayertfslng 1.76py Is at 4 p;m. 'Ori January~. 1999. 

For more information, 
call 724-0200 or 

fax 726-5820 
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From Jazz to Ska, Musicians Assert Jewishness in New CDs 

by Debra Nussbaum Cohen 
NEW YORK (JT A) - Art

fully sculpted sideburns ema
nating from a head of closely 
cropped hair and several small 
hoops running up each earlobe 
mark King Django as a ska 
hipster. 

Ska, a precursor of reggae that 
weaves together elements of 
American rhythm and blues 
with the laid-back sound of 
Jamaica's easy native groove, 
has been embraced by anti-Nazi 
skinheads as the music of their 
movement. 

Yet while Django, as he's 
known to everyone but his par
ents - who named him Jeffrey 
Baker - may be big on the 
downtown alternative music 
scene, he's no Jamaican rasta. 

He's a nice Jewish boy from 
Brooklyn who now makes the 
Lower East Side his home. 

Now,afteryears working to
ward success in a non-Jewish 
musical idiom, Django is com
ing out of the Jewish closet. 

He recently putout a CD titled 
"Roots and Culture," which 
brings together reggae rhythms 
and Yiddish lyrics, songs about 
the sanctity of Shabbat and a 
folks y version of "Shalom 
Aleichem" with a ska sound. 

On the CD' s back cover, 
Django reiterates Maimonides' 
13 articles of faith without iden
tifying them, giving .simple tes
tament to his Jewish faith. 

It puts Django in the com
pany of other musicians - in
cluding the hip-hop duo M.O.T. 
and the hard-core metal band 

Sons of Abraham - who are 
putting their status as Jews front 
and center. 

Suddenly it's hip-or at least 
acceptable - to be Jewish. 

That's in strong contrast to 
the earlier part of the century 
whenJewishmusical talents like 
Irving Berlin (born Israel Ba line) 
changed their names and de
voted their skills to penning 
songs such as "White Christ
mas." 

In recent years, too, Jewish 
musicians such as Neil Diamond 
and Barbra Streisand have put 
out Christmas albums. 

The Jewishness of band mem
bers of the Beastie Boys (who 
now identify as Buddhists), 
Rush (Geddy Lee, born Gary 
Lee Weinrib), and KISS (band 
members Gene Simmons, born 
Chaim Witz; and Paul Stanley, 
born Stanley Eisen) is well
known but invisible in their 
work. 

The inost explicit reflection 
of a mainstream group's Jewish 
identity may be a few lines of 
the High Holidays prayer 
"AvinuMalkeinu" inthemiddle 
of a song by Phish, added in by 
band member - af.ld Conser
vative day school alumnus -
Mike Gordon. 

Many musicians, of course, · 
have long focused their entire 
professional effort on Jewish 
music-and found the,mselves 
limited to that niche. 

What'snewisthatthosewho 
have not been so visibly Jewish , 
a re staking a proud. claim to 
their religious and etlµuc j~ef\- , 

Official With Czech 
Museum Says It May 
Have Looted Paintings 

by Richard Allen Greene 
PRAGUE(JTA)-TheCzech 

National Gallery may be hold
ing artworks looted from Jews 
during World Warll, amuseum 
official admitted. 

Among the works is a paint
ing attributed to Rembrandt, 
"Old Man in a Fur Cap," which 
may have belonged to French 
Jewi sh art collector Adolph 
Schloss. More than 300 works 
owned by Schloss were looted 
by the Nazi in 1943-and nearly 
200 of them ha ve never been 
recovered. 

The Czech Na tional Gallery 
may have acquired looted art
works du ring the wa r, w hen a 
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Nazi-installed director ran the 
museum. 

The French government has 
demanded the return of the 
painting, a Czech Foreign Min
istry official said. 

But the head of the National 
Gallery's archive said the paint
ing may not be from the Schloss 
collection because its dimensions 
are not identical to those listed 
for the Schloss-owned work. 

The director of the National 
Gallery's Old Masters collection 
said there are other known 
varia tions on the painting, in
cluding ·one currently in Ger
many. 

The National Gallery discov
ered the work during a search 
for art that may originally have 
belonged to Jews. The Czech 
Ministry of Culture has ordered 
a ll Czech museums and galler
ies tha t receive government 
fund ing to complete such in
ventories by next Jul y. 

It is uncl ea r w hether the 
works found in the course of 
tha t sea rch will be returned to 
their heirs. 

A representa ti ve of the Czech 
Jewish community sa id tha t if 
no li ving cla imants co uld be 
fou nd, he would be willing lo 
have the works remain in mu
seum co llec ti ons as long as they 
were d isplayed along with a 
s ta tement lha l they had be
longed lo Jews killed in the I lo
locaust. 

tities and making them explicit 
in their work. 

Avant-garde jazz musicians 
John Zorn, Anthony Coleman 
and Marc Ribot, among others, 
have for the last few years been 
playing free-flowing and often 
dissonant music that, they say, 
is inherently Jewish because it's 
coming from a Jewish place in
side them. 

The trend may well have 
started with the Klezmatics, the 
popular neo-klezmer group 
which roots world-beat musjc 
and progressive themes in tra
ditional Jewish sounds. 

They have been more suc
cessful thanjustaboutanyother 
overtly Jewish group, selling 
more than 25,000 copies of their 
recordings when other acts sell 
a fraction of that, said music 
industry sources. 

According to Klezmatics fid
dler Alicia Svigals, until now "a 
lot of Jewish artists were into 
being Jewish, but in a very com
partmentalized way, outside of 
what they did professionally." 

The Klezmatics helped cre
ate the atmosphere that is mak
ing the new Jewish renaissance 
in music possible, she said. The 
band approached klezmer as not 
wanting to recreate the music of 
their grandparents, she said. 
Instead , "We incorporated 
sounds which were part of our 
musical psyche, but in an or- . 
ga,ruc way. Then people real
ized you could do it," she said . 

. A Los ADgeles duo - who 
have dubbed themselves Dr. 

l •l • 

Dreidel and Ice Berg - call 
themselvesM.O.T. (Members of 
the Tribe) and are taking it a big 

· step further. 
The hilarious pair, more a 

1990s' version of Carl Reiner and 
Mel Brooks than the black rap
pers from whom they've liber
ally adapted their noms de 
musiques, recently put out a 
tongue-in-cheek CD titled 
"19.99." 

In a staccato beat and rhym
ing lyrics they poke fun at- ste
reotypes of Jews being matzah
ball eating, money-hungry 
kvetchers rolling around Holly
wood in Lincoln Town Cars. 

Rather than being part of the 
hip-hop nation, which is part of 
black musical culture, "We're 
part of the Hebe-hop nation," 
said Berg, known to his mother 
as Andrew Todd Rosenthal. 
"We believe in power to the cho
sen people." 

His musical partner, who 
goesbyDreidelbutwhosename 
is Hillel Tigay, offered a some
what more serious analysis of 
what they' re about. • 

"What we' re trying to say is 
that it's okay to come out and 
laughatthesestereotypes," Dre
idel said . 

"We say we' re not embar
rassed to be Jews, who have con
tributed so much to comedy and 
literacy. We will not shut up, 
we' re proud of who we are. 
We' re a cultural phenomenon, 
not people with long beards. 
We' re proud of o~r s_ta~re i12 
Hollywood," said Dreidel, who 

spent three of his formative 
years in Israel, while his father, 
a Conservative rabbi who works 
as a professor at the University 
of Pennsylvania, worked there. 

"Jews have achieved enor
mous success in the media and 
people only point out the nega
tives in that. It's latent anti
Semitism. 

Django, for one, has gotten a 
gratifying response to his new 
visible Jewishness. 

"There area lotofJewishguys 
in reggae and ska music," he 
said over an omelet at an East 
Village diner. "I've mostly got
ten cheers from them. A lot of 
them have asked to be on the 
next Uewish) record." 

Ska fans, mostly young men 
who attend the more than 180 
club dates Django and his two 
ska bands play each year all over 
the world, have also given a 
warm response to his new Jew
ish music. 

" It feels good to give people 
who are assimilated a sense of 
their Jewish roots," said Django, 
who credits his grandmother 
singing him Yiddish lullabies, 
and his experiences singing in a 
Conservative synagogue and at 
Jewish camps, with inculcating 
his love of Jewish music. 

"A lot of af.lti-Nazi skinheads 
are Jewish" but feel really alien
ated from their parents, he said. 
"I had this blue-eyed, blond kid 
in Atlanta come up to me and 
say 'My mom doesn' t under
sta,:id this wholes_ka thing. Now~ 
1 can show this td her."' 

Begin Quits Likud, Declares _ 
Candidacy for Prime Ministe-, 

by Naomi Segal 
JERUSALEM (JTA) -A 

former member of Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu' s 
Cabinet has announced plans 
to quit the Likud Party and 
spearhead a right-wing chal
lenge to the premier. 

Ze'ev ."Benny" Begin, who 
resigned as science minister in 
1997 when Netanyahu agreed 
to turn over most of Hebron to 
Palestinian self-rule, could 
weaken the premier in the May 
17 elections by splitting the 
right-wing vote. 

Announcing his candidacy 
at a news conference Dec. 28, 
Begin said the national camp 
needed a candidate who would 
protect its interests. 

A geologis t by training, Be
gin, 55, has represented the 
Likud in the Knesset since en
tering politics a decade ago. 

The son of Likud found er 
Menach~m Begin used the news 
co nference to a ttack Netanyahu 
and his continua tion ofthe Oslo 
peace process. 

Begi n said his ca ndidacy is 
the "only a lterna ti ve today to a 
way tha t would most certainly 
lead to the es tablishment of a 
PLO-a nd-I-lamas state, wl1ich 
will bring neither peace nor se
curity." 

Begin, whose fa ther fo rged 
Israel's 1979 peace trea ty with 
Egypt, a move tha t included 
Is rae l's re turn o f the Sina i, 
wa rned that goi ng down "Wye 
River" would only lead lo ced· 
ing more land lo "those hood-

!urns," a reference to the Pales
tinian Authority and Hamas. · 

Right-wing reaction to 
Begin's announced candid~cy 
was mixed. 

Some leaders of the settler 
movement welcomed Begin's 
move. Others, including Na
tional Religious Party leader 
Yitzhak Levy, said it could split 
the right wing_ and play into the 
interests of the left. 

With at least five people so 
far expected to try to unseat 
Netanyahu in the upcoming 
elections, it appears unlikely 
that any candida te will gain 50 
percent in the firs t round of vot
ing. 

Begin as the second former 
member of Netanyahu's Cabi
net to announce his candidacy. 

After the Knesset approved, 
in the firs t of three votes, a bill to 
bring elections forward from the 
yea r 2000, former Finance Min
is ter Dan Meridor announced 
he would run fo r premier as a 
centrist ca ndida te. 

The decis ion to dissolve Par
liament and ad va nce the da te 
for elections ca me after fa r-right 
coalition members, angered by 
the government 's land -for-se
curity dea l with the Pales tin
ians, joined forces with opposi
ti on legis lators who were frus
tra ted with the freeze in the 
peace process. 

Other contenders in the race 
for prime minis ter are opposi
tion leader Ehud Barak; for mer 
ar my chi ef of s taff Am non 
Lipki n-Shaka h, who has ye t lo 

formally declare but is expected 
to run on a centrist platform; 
and Uzi Landau, the hawkish 
chairman for the Knesset For
eign Affairs and Defense Com
mittee, who announced recently 
he would challenge Netanyahu 
for the Likud leadership. 

Netanyahu sought to rally the 
Likud rank and file around him, 
giving a fiery speech before the 
Likud Central Committee that 
was meant to appeal to hawkish 
sensitivities. 

He said the "real task is not 
theelection," butwhatwillcome 
after, when Israel will have to 
negotia te with the Palestinians, 
the Syrians and the Lebanese. 

" It will no t be easy," N~tan
yahu said, add ing tha t Palesti n
ian Authority Chairman Yasser 
Arafa t is " ta lking about a Pales
tinian s ta te a long the lines of 
1967, perhaps even a Palestin
ian s ta te along the borders of 
1947, with partition lines and 
the right ofreturn to areas within 
the Green Line." 

To counter the talk about 
those who were defecting from 
the Li kud lo ru n agains t him, 
Netanya hu singled ou l those 
assembled on the stage beside 
him, includ ing Foreign Minis
ter Ariel Sharon and Defense 
Minister Yitzhak Mordechai . 

Bu t Mordechai , w ho is ru
mored lo be considering a de· 
fection, would not confirm that 
his presence at lhc Likud Cen· 
lra l Commi llec meeting was a 
sign of his intention lo remain 
wi thin the party. 
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Move Toward Palestinian Statehood Progressing in Stages, Israelis Warn 

by Julia Goldman 
NEW YORK (JT A) - The 

Palesti nian Authority is work
ing to get the weight of the world 
behind the idea of a Pales tinian 
state, and the effort is causing 
mounting concern among Israeli 
officials. 

The push over the las t year 
has occurred in what Israel's am
bassador to the United Nations 
sees as a "strategy of stages," 
moving "from the phase of talk
ing about the principles of Pal
estinian statehood, to a stage 
where they' re talking about a 
date for Pales tinian statehood, 
May4." 

Indeed, the Palestinian Au
thority has an elected govern
ment and diplomatic presence 
recogni zed throug hout the 
world, a new airport that was 
vi~i ted by President Clintonand 
enhanced status a t the United 
Nations, with the right to par
ticipate in General Assembly 
debates. 

"Our ,people are still acquir
ing, piece by piece, these things 
we need ultimately to satisfy 
our dream and the people' s 
d ream of an independent s.tate 
on the land of Palestine, with 
Jerusalemasi tscapi tal ," Ahmed 
Qurei, chairman of the Pales
tine National Counci l and one 
of the architec ts of the Oslo peace 
accords, wroteina Dec.21 news
paper article. 

In tha t same article, the Pal-

estinian official may ha".e also 
begun to outline the geography 
of that state, according to the 
Israeli ambassador, Dore Gold . 

His insight is based on a com
ment that Qurei, a Palestinian 
modera te, made in the London
based, Arab-language newspa
per Al-Hayyata/-Jadida, in which 
he referred to the 1947 U.N. Par
tition Plan as the basis for the 
legitimacy and the borders of a 
Pales tinian s ta te. 

English excerpts of the ar
ticle were disseminated by the 
Middle East Media and Re
search Insti tute, an organization 
tha t monitors the Arab-lan
guage press and is run by Yigal 
Carmon, a former Israeli intelli
gence officer. 

In the Dec. 21 article, Qurei, 
who is a lso known as Abu.Ala, 
spqke of "a Palestinian s tate, 
with a ll the rights and duties 
that other s ta tes possess." He 
wrote that the state should have 
internationally recognized bor
ders, "which are the borders set 
in the partition resolution." 

U.N. Resolution 181;adopted 
Nov. 29, 1947, divided manda
tory Palestine into an Arab state, 
a Jewish sta te and an interna
tional zone that includ ed Jerusa
lem and Bethlehem. 

The1947borders would have 
allotted nearly 60 percent of the 
territory to the Jewish state -
more than half of which was the 
Negev Desert-and 40 percent 

U.S. Jewish Group 
Criticizes Choice of 
Election Day in Israel 

by Julia Goldman 
NEW YORK (JTA)-At least 

one American Jewish organiza
tion is not pleased with the date 
set for Israeli elections. 

"A delay of five months seems 
sadly unresponsive to the ur
gent needs of this moment," Phil 
Baum, executive director of the 
American Jewish Congress, said 
recently after the Israel's two 
major parties agreed that May 
17 would be Election Day. 

" It is especially troubling that 
we are told that the peace pro
cess must come to a halt during 
this period - bringing with it a 
host of negative consequences, 
including the effect on world 
opinion in the United States, 
Arab countries and elsewhere," 
Baum said in a statement. 

American Jewish leaders are 
usually tight- lipped when it 
comes to publicly questioning 
Israeli political maneuvers, and 
in a telephone interview Baum 
said the s tatement was not in
tended as "severe criticism of 
anybody," but rather "musing 
of what we think isan unconsid
ered decision." 

He said the decision to set a 
lengthy campaign period, which 
might las t through June should 
runoff elections be necessary, 
was "not cognizant" of some of 
the "ramifications of that longer 
period . 

"The danger is that the world, 
however unjustifiably, may per
ceive Israel as maneuvering to 
put the peace process on hold 
during a period which encom
passes and passes the May 4 
date," the s tatement explained, 

referring to the date set in the 
Oslo accords as the end of the 
interim period for final-status 
negotiations, and the date the 
Pales tinians have said they in
tend to declare sta tehood. 

Baum toldJTA, however, that 
if the momentum of the peace 
process is in fact not lost, "it will 
alleviate some of our concern." 

Recognizing the AJCongress' 
statement as "an expressicm of 
concern," Malcolm Hoenlein, the 
executive vice chairman of the 
Conference of Presidents of Ma
jor American Jewish Organiza
tions, said, "!think we' re all con
cerned about the effects of the 
interim period on Israel's domes
tic and international concerns." 

Hoenlein said he was confi
dent that the Israeli political 
scene would "sort itself out" in 
time and that Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu would 
stand by his commitment to go 
ahead with the WyeRiverpeace 
agreement. 

Ambassador Shmuel Sisso, 
Israel 's consul general in New 
York, sa id the peace process 
would not be frozen so long as 
the Palestinians comply with 
Israeli demands, including the 
confisca tion of illega l weapons, 
the downsizing of the Palestin
ian Authority's po lice force and 
the renunciation of plans to de
clare s tatehood outside of nego
tiations with Israel. 

Responding directly to the 
AJCongress's s tatement, Sisso 
said only that "May 17 was a 
date determined by the Israeli 
democra tic process by the par
ties themselves." 

to the Arab state, including the 
enti re contemporary West Bank 
and Gaza Strip, and the north
ern towns of Acre and Nahariya. 

Israel accepted the plan and 
then declared independence in 
May 1948. The Arab League 
forcefully rejected it, precipitat
ing the 1948 Arab-Israeli War. 
The cease-fire lines after the war 
pretty much served as Israel's 
borders until the Six-Day War 
of 1967, when the Jewish state 
gained control of the West Bank, 
Gaza Strip, Golan Heights and 
Sinai Desert. 

Pas t Israeli-Palestinian peace 
negotiations - including the 
1991 Madrid Conference and the 
1993 Oslo accords - have been 
based on U.N. Security Council 
Resolution 242 and 338, which 
ca lied on Israel to return terri to
ri es occupied during the Six
Day War. 

Gold s tressed in a recent tele
phone interview tha t "Israel it
self has sta ted emp hatica lly tha t 
it won' t be pushed back to the 
'67 borders, and certainly not 
the '47 borders." 

The 1988 Palestinian Decla
rationoflndependencedoesrely 
on U.N. Resolution 181 as a 

source of international legiti 
macy fora Palestinian sta te. But 
Gold believesQurei'scomrnents 
are the first published direct ref
erence to the 1947 borders as a 
basis for the Palestinian sta te. 

The Palestinian lead ership 
has repeatedly articulated its 
intention to declare statehood 
on or after May 4, 1999 - the 
end of the five-year interim pe
riod of the Oslo accords. 

Israel insists that any plans 
for Palestinian autonomy must 
be decided in mutual negotia
tions. 

The Palestinian observer to 
the United Nations, Nasser al
Kidwa, said, through a spokes
person, that Qurej's comments 
do not represent a change in 
Pales tinian policy with regard 
to borders. 

The.spokesperson said refer
ences to Resolution 181 serve 
only to reaffirm the Palestinian 
right to s tatehood. 

"The international commu
nity recognized the creation of 
the Palestinian s tate next to the 
Israeli state at the time of parti
tion based on the partition reso
lution," Qurei wrote. 

"That means the legitimacy of 
the Israeli sta te s tands alongside 
and as a condition of the creation 
of a Palestinian sta te," he contin
ued, citing several U.N. resolu
tions that, he said, are based on 
the resolution. 

Palestinian leaders, including 
Arafat, Qurei and al-Kidwa, have 
stated their desire to reach an 
agreement with the Israelis by 
the end of the interim agreement, 
but are firm in their ambitions to 
statehood. 

Israel has consistently said that 
it would view any declaration of 
Palestinian statehood as a "uni
lateral action" outside the peace 
negotiations, and that it would 
react with "all necessary steps, 
including the application of Is
rael rule, law and- administra
tion" to the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

"Israel has talked about se
cure, d efensible borders," Gold 
said . "We're willing to compro
mise," but the borders must be 
negotia ted, "not thrown out 
ahead of time. 

"This doesn' t look like com
promise," Gold said. " It looks 
like moving the goa l posts." 

News at a Glance 
• Famed Nazi-hunter Simon 

Wiesenthal celebrated his 90th 
birthday last week. But the man . 
who helped bring 1,100 Nazi 
runaways to tria l sa id he has no 
plans to retire. "I never tl'tbugnt ' 
I would get so old, especially 
not in the concentration camps,'~ 
said Wiesenthal, a survivor of 
12 camps before being liberated 
by U.S. forces in 1945. 

• A shofar was sounded dur
ing the Tournament of Roses 
Parade on New Year's Day in 
California. The blasts hera_lded 
the arrival of the Jerusalem: City 
of Peace float, which displayed 
the sacred sites of Judaism, 
Christianity and Islam in Israel's 
capital. 

• A Jerusalem court ordered 
Israel's Interior Ministry to rec
ognize as Jewish 23 people who 
underwent conversions by the 
Reform and Conservative move
ments. In its ruling, which 
boosted pluralism efforts in Is
rael, the court opposed the 
stance of Interior Minis ter Eli 
Suissa of the fervently Ortho
dox Shas Party, who has refused 
to recognize the conversions. 

• Former Foreign Minister 
David Levy is thinking of join
ing forceswithoppositionleader 
Ehud Barak in Israel's upcom
ing elections. Levy, who was 
closely allied wi th 'Prime Minis
ter Benjamin Netanya hu in the 
1996 national elections, could 
help attrac t Sephardi voters to 

STAFF SHIRTS • T-SHIRTS 
SWEATSHIRTS 

CUSTOM SCREEN 
PRINTING AND 

EMBROIDERY 
SPECIALIZING IN 

BAR/ BAT MITZVAHS & 
CORPORATE SCREENING 

421 -3268 
1158-1164 NORTH MAIN ST. 

PROVIDENCE, RI 02904 

the Labor Party if he allies him
self with Barak. 

• Israe li President Ezer 
Weisman urged opposition 
leader Ehud Barak and former 
army" chief of s taff Artrnon 
Lipkin-Shahak to join forces to 
unsea t Netanyahu in the May 
elections. Weizman has com
plained that separate runs for 
the premiership by Barak and 
Shahak would only hurt the left
wing's chances of ous ting Net
anyahu, the Israeli daily Ha' aretz 
reported. 

• U.S. and Israeli legislators 
are forming a committee to 
monitor international efforts to 
return property taken from Ho
locaust victims. Knesset mem
ber Avraham Herschson of the 
Likud Party said he and Rep. 
Ben Gilman (R-N.Y.) will head 
the committee, created to fol
low up on a conference on Ho-· 
locaust-era assets held recently 
in Washington. The assets, in
cluding gold, real estate and art
works, are worth several billion 
dollars, Herschson said . 

• Presid.ent Boris Yeltsin said 
a plan to combat political and 
religious extremism in Russia 

should be ready by March 1. 
Yeltsin recently ordered such a 
program after Russia suffered a 
slew of anti-Semitic incidents 
during the past"few months. 

• Police in Berlin are consid
ering installing video cameras 
at five Jewish cemeteries follow
ing an attack on a German Jew
ish leader's grave early in De
cember. The move is among sev
eral securi ty measures authori
ties are weighing following the 
bombing of Heinz Galinski's 
tombstone. 

• Israeli peaceactivistsasked 
the country's Supreme Court to 
dismantle mobile homes set up 
recently on the West Bank in an 
attempt to limit the transfer of 
land to the Palestinians. The 
move came after the activists 
said the Likud government has 
ignored calls to tear down the 
homes, which have been erected 
by settlers at 10 si tes since the 
Wye agreement was signed in 
late October. 

• Israel's Knesset passed a 
law barring human cloning. The 
law carries a two-year prison 
sentence for anyone who vio
la tes the ban. 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 

'Winter Solace: Restful Moments' 
Will be Shown at Bert Gallery 

The Bert Gallery w ill be pro
viding a respite fro m the cold 
winter nights with an exhibit 
fea turing 40 o il pain tings of 
warm, candleli t libra ries, plung
ing shadows, and serene land
sca pes . T he exhibi t, entitled 
"Winter Solace : Res tfu l Mo
ments," will be on d isplay from 
Jan. 11 through March 5 in the 
mai n ga llery. 

Some of the featured ar tists 

w ill be Henry Newell Cady, 
Edna Mar tin , a nd Stephe n 
Macomber,all of w hom lived in 
Rhode Island and painted dur
ing the la te 19th a nd early 20th 
centuries. Although d iffe rent 
s tyli s ti ca ll y, these p ainters 
shared a knowledge and love of 
New England, and this personal 
connection is refl ected in their 
paintings of loca l w inter scenes. 

Macomber, w ho grad uated 

PAINTING ON DISPLAY at The Bert Gallery, 540 South Water 
St., Providence. Photo courtesy of Tire Bert Ga llery 

by Mike Fink 
Herald Contributing Reporter 
I look through the backlist of 

movies that came out in '98 at 
local cinemas on my calendar 
and make up a group of half a 
dozen worth recall. 

Martin Scorsese's "Kund un" 
re traced the ta le of the Dalai 
Lama. Cri tics and crowds a like 
shortchanged this gorgeous and 
a lso deep screenstory of its due. 
I put it a t the top-of the year's 
output. 

Among the more convention
ally Hollywood productions, I 
found "The Objec t of My Affec
tion" both lightly playful and 
a lso genuinely poignant and 
poetic. It's the soap opera of a 
gi rl who swaps the fa ther of her 
baby fo r a gay roommate-who 
then leaves her to share her fate 
with a lonely elder professor, 
w hose lover goes off with tha t 
gay roommate. This screenplay 
had an elusive but good natured 
quali ty rare in the giddy fa re of 
these seasons. 

Six Flix 
I had a couple of happy hours 

watching Whit Stillman's "Last 
Days of Disco" with my elder 
claughter, w ho proclaimed it 
"brilliant." The final evenings of. 
Manhattan's Stud io 54 revealed · 
the desperation and deso lation 
of that generation of clamorous 
climbers. But the performances 
are delica te, natura l, withoutstar 
vanity or close-up cloying senti
ment. Human, yes, corny, no. 
Understa ted yet telling: imag
ine it! 

Minnie Dri ver starred in an 
unusual picture about a secretly 
Jewish, Sephard ic "Governess" 
who invents methods of photo
portraiture and find s love's la
bors lost as she gets fired from 
her post and ousted from her 
boss's bed and board into the 
bad bargain. But the feminism is 
made more complex by rich re
a lities and a superb supporting 
cast. 

"The Thief" offered a view of 
Russian cinema that hit me hard 
w ith its dignity, its courage, its 

(Air fare, hotel, food, 
museums not included) 

FRENCH CLASSES 
AT THE ALLIANCE 

FRANQAISE OF PROVIDENCE 
0 Extremely rea sonable rntes 
0 Qunl ifi ed native speakers ns Lene hers 
0 Conve nient locations such us 

Lincoln School 
0 Emphnsis on conversa tion and prnct.icnl use 

of f're nch 
'--" 0 ClnsAes begin in Ja nunry j so register now 

AL 401 -272-6243 
~ 

Tho AJ linnce Frnni;ai YC is an 
int.ornnLionnl non -profit 

organi zation that 
promotes tho study 

of fi'rench la nguage nnd Rpprecintion of th e culturel:l of f<"re nch 
and fra ncophone peopl e . We e ponsor mulUpl.., evenh each month 
nndpubl ie h n ne wele tt.e r. For members hip info rmntinn cR ll 401 -
272- 6243. 

from the Rhode Island School 
of Design, was a li fe long resi
dent of Westerly, and most of 
his works por tray the la nd 
sea pes of the nearby country
side. He is parti cularly adept at 
ca pturing the chill of early 
morning snow in Westerly. In 
contrast, other pai nti ngs in the 
exhibit depict the warmth of a 
burni ng ca nd le, or a well-worn 
book wai ti ng to be read in a 
cozy library. 

Martin, another RISO gradu
a te, lived on a fa rm in nearby 
Seekonk and drew from the 
wealth of animal li fe and rural 
beau ty in that area for her sub
ject matter. In her work, Martin 
portrays the hardiness and ex
hilaration that emerges from the 
daily ritualofworkingona farm 
in wi nter. Through these works, 
the viewer wi ll get a g limpse of 
the winter landscape in New 
England withall ofi tschallenges, 
as well as its tranquil beauty. 

The Bert Gallery is located 
on 540 South Water St. and is 
open Monday through Sa tur
day from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. For 
more info rmation, ca ll 751-2628. 

grim veraci ty, its honest contra
di~jions. It's a boy's fale of be
traya ls and abandonments and 
bleak prospects in the Stalinist 
period. Once again, it is respect 
for nature, I mea n human na
ture, and a taste for beauty and 
poetry tha t wi n me over. Backers 
in Hollywood like to bet on a 
sure thing,a proven fo rmula that 
celebrates simple untruths, easy 
responses. You get angry w ith 
the bad guys. You cheer fo r the 
ga ls and lads w ho overcome 
hardships or bea t up foes: noth
ing fo r the mind to dwell upon. 

The sixth and last of the mov
ies I remember since last January 
was "Midnight in the Garden of 
Good and Evi l." I was charmed 
by its sense of place. And, I saw 
it, a lone, in a marvellous space: 
the intimate viewing chamber of 
the Hoyt Complex in East Provi
dence. Like a lot of other fans, I 
fell in love with Savannah, GA., 
and looked forward to a visit 
there. Directors used to be told to 
stay away from regionalism, but 
that's bad counsel. If you can' t 
get a fancy plot, at least find a 
new locale. 

I can' t comment on "Meet Joe 
Black" because the print, or the 
projectors, broke down the night 
Igaveitmy besta ttention,mostly 
because the cast and crew hung 
out in local cafes and bars, and 
Debra Messing is a native and a 
co-religionist. 

The celluloid burnt off, just 
before the finale, and the boss in 
chargegave meacoupleofpasses. 
Death was in love, and "Daddy" 
was due to dieafterhis65thbirth
day blast. But time stopped with 
dilemmas unresolved . Maybe it 
was better that way. 

So my choices for first ra te 
films of '98 will also come to a 
halt. I can' t shout "Hurray fo r 
Hollywood!" but lean wri te rave 
reviews for the artists w ho take a 
risk, upli ft audiences to a higher 
plane of intellect and imagina
tion, and give us something lo 
talk abou t over your nightcap. 

Perishable Theatre 
Arts School Announces 

Winter Classes 
Perishable Theatre is cur

rently offering winter classes in 
the perfo rming arts. Through 
its varyingcategoriesand multi
talented instructors the curricu
lum covers the enti re thespian's 
lexicon. And, as we have dis
covered from seasons past, it 
makes a very special holiday 
gi ft fo r the aspi ring actor on 
your gift-giving li st. 

Classes include Introduction 
to Acting taught by Trinity 
Rep Company member, Fred 
Sulliva n. This course runs eight 
weeks Jan. 25 to Ma rch 22 on 
Mondays from 7 to 10 p.m. Scene 
Study, with Tri nity's Eric Tucker 
as instructor, develops the es
sential technical ski lls necessary 
to approachi ng a role . This 
course also runs eight weeks, 
Jan. 25 to March 22, Mondays 
from 7 to 10 p.m. Ad va nced 
Scene Study is taught by yet 
another Trinityvet, Ed Shea,and 
runs seven weeks, Jan. 23 to 
March 6 on Sa turdays from 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Caro ly n Pickma n C.S.A., 
president of Boston's Collinge/ 
Pickman Casting, will now be 
conducting a second class this 
yea r due to the extreme popu
lari ty and effectiveness of her 

previous workshops. There will 
now be an Acting for the Cam
era - Level 1 and an Acting fo r 
the Camera - Level 2 in the 
curricu lum. They both run Tues
days from Feb. 9 to March 16 
with Level 2 meeting from 4:30 
to 7 p.m. and Level 1 meeting 
from 7:15 to 9:45 p.m. Most re
cently Pickman was the loca
tion cas ting director fo r such 
films as "Good Will Hunting" . 
and "Amis tad ." 

Two new courses includ e 
Teen Acting Intensive: Impro
visa tion and IO-Minute Play 
Study taught by Mary Lee Vitale, 
co-founder 0f Boston's Woman 
in Theatre. This class runs Jan. 
25 through March 15 on Mon
days from 4 to 6 p.m. The sec
ond new addition is for the as
piring play wrig ht. Dra ma tic 
Writing Workshop wi ll be con
d ucted by Rick Massimo, the 
fo und e r a nd co-direc to r of 
Perishable's BLINK: An Evening 
of Ten-Minutes Plays by Local 
Playwrights. This runs for six 
weeks, Jan. 27 through March 3 
on Wednesdays from 7 to 10 
p .m. Enrollment is limited to 
jus t eight students. To regis ter 
for classes, ca ll Amy Budd at 
Peri shable Theatre at 331-2695. 

JTE Presents 'The Sabbath Peddler' 
The Jewish Theatre Ensemble presents "The Sabbath Peddler," 

a one-ac t fa mily musical performed by an all young people's cast. 
There will be fi ve performances: Jan. 23 and 30 at 7 p .m., Jan. 24 

and 31 a t 2 p .m ., and Jan. 24 at 5 p.m. a t the Jewish Community 1 
Center of Rhode Island , 401 Elmgrove Ave., Providence. 

All ti ckets are $6 per person. Discounts ava ilable for group 
sa les. For ti cket reserva tions, ca ll 861-8800. 

The Wizard of Oz at Wang Theatre 
The Wi zard of Oz, starring Mickey Rooney as the wizard and 

introducing Jessica Grove as Dorothy, will be appearing live on 
stage at The Wang Thea tre, 270 Tremont St., Boston, Mass., from 
Jan. 28 through Feb. 7. 

For ti ckets an_d info rma tion, ca ll Telecharge (800) 447-7400. 

Team In Training Makes 
New Year's Resolutions 

Easy to Keep 
If this is the year you have 

resolved to improve your health 
and fitness level, travel to excit
ing places, make r-tew friends 
and make a contribution to a 
good cause, then the Leukemia 
Society's Team In Training pro
gram can help you reach these 
goals. 

Team In Training is the 
world 's largest comprehensive 
endurance training program 
benefiting the Leukemia Soci
ety of America . Walkers, run
ners and cyclists of a ll levels can 
now join our training program 
fo r the Suzuki Rock ' n' Roll 
Mara thon in Sa n Diego,Cali for
nia, the Mayor's Midnight Sun 
Ma ra tho n in A nchorage, 
Alaska. , and America's Most 
Bea uti ful Bi ke Ride in Lake 
Ta hoe, Nev. 

Led by professional coaches, 
participa nts receive a 4- to 5-
month tra ining program for a ll 
levels of runners, walkers and 
cyclists. Also included are group 
training events, clinics, social 
events, travel expenses and ac-

commoda tions. In exchange, 
participants raise funds in honor 
o f p a tients with leukemia , 
lymphoma, Hodgkin's disease 
a nd myeloma. Last year more 
than 20,000 Team In Training 
members raised millions of dol
lars to support medical research 
and patient services for the Leu
kemia Society of America. 

During the la tter part of Janu
ary, the Leukemia Society will 
be hosting no obliga tion info r
mational meetings for Team In 
Traini ng. At these meeti ngs will 
be the coaches, pas t participants 
and honored team members. 
"We are confiden t you will feel 
enriched and rewarded from 
participating in Team In Train
ing, sa id runni ng coach Jim 
Doyle. "The sense of accom
plishment of crossing the finish 
Ii ne wi II be something you never 
forget," s ta tes wa lking coach 
Michael Hoffer. 

Ca ll the Rhode Island Chap
ter at 943-8888 or (800) 528-4730 
for information on specific in
formationa l meeting dates. 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 
Metropolitan Life 
Foundation Sponsors 
Perishable Theatre's Show 
For Young Audiences 

For 15 years Perishable Theatre's Shows For Young Audiences 
has been touring New England performing original live theatre for 
more than 50,000 chlldren in schools, libraries and other venues 
every year. The Met Life Foundation has generously agreed to 
underwrite the study guide for SFY A's newest musical, "Invasion 
of the Homogenoids." The theme of the play is tolerance, diversity 
and race relations. The study guide helps the teacher conduct pre
and post-show activities in the classroom. 

The foundation was established in 1976 by the Metropolitan 
Life Insurance Company and was founded for the purpose of 
addressing important societal and economic needs and to help 
advance the quality of life in communities. Having contributed 
over $176 million to non-profit organizations and programs, the 
partnership between Perishable Theatre and the Metropolitan Life 
Foundation certainly continues the foundation's proud tradition 
of corporate citizenry. 

JOE MADDEN of Met Life with the Show For Young Audiences 
cast. Photo courtesy of Peri sizable 111eatre Arts Cen ~r 

Cartoons of Noah Bee 
on View at Museum 

Beginning in 1959, anyone 
who picked up a local Jewish 
newspaper nearly anywhere in 
the United States or Canada en
countered the work of _the syn
dicated political cartoonist Noa h 
Bee. Week in and week out, for 
more than 30 years, Bee com
mented in pen-and-ink on events 
of Jewish interest around the 

· world,and especia lly in the Land 
of Israel. 

Fifty of Bee's original draw
ings will be insta lled ina tempo
rary exhibition, "With Eyes'To
ward Zion: The Political Car
toonsofNoah Bee," openingJa n. 
10 at the National Museum of 
American Jewish History, 55 
North 5th St., Independence Mall 
East, Philadelphia, Pa. 19106-
2197. The exhibition will be on 
view through September. 

Born in Warsaw, Poland, in 
1916, Noah Birzowski emigrated 
as a youth to Palestine. Swept 
up in the fervor of the formation 
of a Jewish State, the young man 
created a new Zionist name for 
himself. Using the initial letters 
from the Hebrew phrase, be11-
Jsrael , or "son of Israel," Bir
zowski became Bee. 

Bee soon began contributing 
to various publications in Pales
tine, publi shing his first cartoons 
at the age of 17. While develop
ing asa cartoonist, he enlisted in 
the Haganah, the underground 
Jewish militia in Palestine. In 

1943 Bee moved with his wife, 
Marian, to the United States. 

In America, Bee's cartoons 
about Israel first appeared in the 
American Zionist, official publi
cation of the Zionist Organiza
tion of America, the largest of the 
American Zionist organizations. 
In 1959 he began to draw weekly 
cartoons for the Jewish Tele
graphic Agency, a wire service 
that distributed his work to Jew
ish newspapers throughout the 
United States and Canada. Bee's 
synd icated cartoons - more 
than 1,500 works drawn over a 
period of 33 years - continued 
to appear in the Jewish press 
until his death in 1992. 

In addition to his cartooning, 
early in 1948, Bee created a de
sign that was used on the first 
money circulated in the newly 
formed Israeli State. He also cre
ated many designs for the Jew
ish National Fund, including the 
well-known "Blue Box" in 1950, 
which brought his artwork into 
Jewish homes a 11 over the world. 

Week in and week out for 
more than three decades, fol
lowers of Bee's work turned to 
his cartoons for a quick take on 
the latest developments in the 
Middle East. This exhibit ex
plores 50 years of Bee's political 
cartoons, which remain as un
ambiguouslyopinionated today 
as when they were first lifted 
from Bee's drawing table. 

JTNE Presents 
'The Great 
American 

Backporch' 
"The Crea t American 

Backporch Vaudeville Revue," 
presented by the Jewish The
atre of New England, comes to 
the Leventhal-Sidman Jewish 
Community Center for three 
performances, Jan. 16 at 8 p.m. 
and Jan. 17 at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. 

This delightful re-creation of 
a vaudeville show transports 
you to the time when the melt
ing pot of Irish tenors, Jewish 
songsters and Italian comics 
blended their talents into this 
uniquely American art form. 

The eight-member cast from 
Worcester Foothills Theatre per
forms this joyous salute to that 
grass roots turn-of-the-century 
entertainment form. Conceived, 
written and directed by Marc P. 
Smith, "The Great American 
Backporch Vaudeville Revue" 
features old-time numbers along 
with severa l original songs by 
Stephan Murray, who is the mu
sical arranger and director, with 
choreography by Denise Day. 

The revue combines authen
tic heart-wrenching ballads, pun
filled patter, novelty numbers 
and comedy sketches from the 
turn of the last century with de
lightfully inventive new songs 
and a current day narrative. 

Ticket prices are $20, $18 se
niors and students . . For ticket 
information, call the )CC b9x 
office at (617) 965-5226. , 

The Jewish Theatre of New 
England is lqcated at the· 
Leventhal-Sidman)ewishCom
munity Center, 333 Nahanton 
St. in Newton. 

Art For M> 
The .. 
Heart!IJ, 

Oop! sponsors the infamous 
boxer (shorts) decorating con
test on Jan. 15 to Feb. 13 to ben
efit the American Heart Asso
ciation. Come in and make a $5 
donation and receive your pair 
of white boxers. Decorate them 
any fabulous way you choose 
and the winner receives a cash 
prize of $500 big ones. 

lt'sOop! HugWeek Jan.18 to 
24. Come on in and get your free 
hug from a one-of-a-kind 
Oop!ster! We are holding a con
test to see which employee can 
hugthemostpeopleinoneweek. 
Last year one of our employees 
got to hug George Harrison! 

For more information, call 
Jennifer at 421-9205. 

Oop! Contemporary Gift Gal
lery is located at 297 Thayer St., 
Providence, R.I. 02906. 

THE 

PURPLE CAT 
RESTAU 

IN CHEPACHET SINCE 1929 

Fine Dining in a Relaxed 
Country Atmosphere 

YOUR HOSTS, 

' 

THEIAVOIES 

Chepachet Village, R.I. 
1401) 568-7161 

AT THE JUNCTION OF 
RTES . 44, 100, 102 

Farewell Samarkand: 
The Exodus of Jews 
From Central Asia 

A presentation of photo
graphs by Rabbi Joshua Eli Plaut 
will be shown Jan. 14 to April 4 
at the Starr Gallery, Leventhal
Sidman Jewish Community 
Center, Newton, Mass. An 
artist's reception will be held 
Jan. 14 from 5:30 to 8 p .m. Dur
ing the reception Rabbi Plaut 
will present a lecture to further 
explore the subject of his photo
documentary. 

Rabbi Joshua Eli Plaut is an 
accomplished photographer 
having exhibited several photo
documentaries including pro
jects on the Jews of rural Greece, 
the Jews of the American south, 
and on trad itional Jewish life in 
modern Turkey. He is locally 
known as the Hillel rabbi at the 
Massachusetts Institute ofTech
nology and as rabbi of the 
Martha's Vineyard Hebrew 
Center. 

The Starr Gallery's upcom
ing exhibition of Plaut's work 
turns toward Bukharan-)ewish 

communities, which take their 
name from theancientSilk Road 
city ofBukhara, situated in Cen
tra I Asia. This exhibition in
cludes 45 color photographs of a 
community at a crossroads in its 
history. Theclocumentary fo
cuseson a Jewish community in 
the city of Samarkand; this iso
lated community, like others in 
the region, is caught amidst a 
constricting reality whlch en
croaches from the outside. This 
documentary enters thls envi
ronment examining its unique 
people, rituals, customs, and 
culture. Plaut captures the 
community's response to both 
internal and ex ternal change and 

. follows the preparation for 
a liyah to Israel. 

Gallery hours are Mon. to 
Thursday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Fri. 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Sun. 11 a .m. to 
4 p.m., Tues. and Wed. from 6 to 
9 p.m. The ga llery is located at 
333 Nahanton St., Newton, MA 
02159. Call (617) 558-6485. 

Casting Call For 
(5-ylv:ia' at City Nights 

Audition dates for ''.Sylvia," an A.R. Gurney comedy, will be 
Jan. 11 and 12 at 7 p.m. The theater is located at 27 Exchange St., 
Pawtucket. /' 

Needed are one woman, 40 to 50 years old; one man, 40 to 50 
years old; one agi le attractive woman, 20 to 30 years old; one 
person, male or female, capable of playing both genders, any 
age. 

Performance dates for "Sylvia" a re March 20, 26, 27, 28 and 
April 2, 3, 8, 9, 10 and 11. . 

City Nights provides a stipend payment to a ll cast, crew and 
production staffing. Inquiries are always welcome for all areas 
of participation. Apprentice positions are often available .. 

Those auditioning for the first time are encouraged to bnng, 
if possible, a resume and a recent photo to be kept on an achve 
file (or a form and photo can be taken at the theater). Aud1hons 
for new shows are approximately every six weeks. 

City Nights is located at the center of downtown Pawtucket, 
next to the Pawtucket Ti mes Newspaper building, with severa 1 
parking lots on Exchange Street and before the newspaper 
building. 

For further information, call the box office at 723-6060 and 
leave name and number. All calls will be returned. 

=vt Barnsider's 
- ~- Mile (6 A Ou_arter 

BANQUET MENU PI.ANS 
ALL OPTIONS ARE ACCOMPANIED BY SOUP OU JOUR , GARDEN 

SALAD , WITH A CHOICE Ot- RICE PILAF OR BAKED POTATO 

OPTION 1 • $19.95 * PER PERSON 

('/,oia• a/Chicken Tcriy.iki , O.ikccl Doston Scrocl or Pe tit e Top Sirloin 
Coffr.>c or Tc_.a/FrcnJ, \{,,,;//a!.·<' Cream 

OPTION 2 • $21 . 95* PER ... ' RSON 

('/,oia• o/Top Sirloin , Oakccl H,1clclock, , .lied Cl,ickcn 
witl1 Tomato Oasil \ rin.iii,.•rctlc 

Co/{ec or 1Ca/Frc11,f, l'<rnil/a la• Cream 

OPTION 3 • $23 .95* PER PERSON 

Cl,oia• o/Pctitc Prime Rib, Oakccl Stuffed Slirimp, 
Oakccl Stuffed Shrimp C-t Sirloi n, O.,kccl Sc.,llops (1 Sirloin 

C,//cc ar k'a/C/101:0/at<' Truff/,:, Mousse' CnL'C' 

OPTION 4 • $25.95* PER PERSON 

Cfwia! of Prime Ril,, New \ Ork Sirloin, D,1kecl Sca ll o1>s {,f Prime Ril, , 
Fresh Salmon l-lollo1ml.1 i@c, Dake<I Stuffe<I S l, rimp l -f Prime Ril, 

C'of/c-c- or Tc>tt/C'/n,.:alalc> Tru/~ "1ot1ssC' CaL~ 

OPTION 5 • $27.95* PER PERSON 

C'/wic('o/Lo\, ster Casserole (.f Sirloin , Fi lc t ~li~non with Uco1rn,1i9c Sau~ , 
Gri llc,I Fresh Sworclfisl,, S tc.1k Au Poivrc 

C'o//C'C' or T('(t/Cfw,:olat<' Tr11ff/<' Mm,ss<' C' aL"o:' 
•TAX ANO GRATUITY NOT INCLUDED 

PRICES SUBJ ECT TO C HAN G E'. 

375 SOUTH MAIN STREET, PROVIDENCE • 401 ·35 1 •7300 
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OBITUARIES 
SADYE W. ROSENBERG 
PROVIDENCE - Sadye W. 

Rosenberg, 102, of Orchard 
View Manor, Tripps Lane, for
merly of Troy, N.Y., died Dec. 
29at Rhode Island Hospital. She 
was the wife of the late Joseph 
Rosenberg. 

Born in New York City and 
raised in North Adams, Mass., 
she had lived most of her life in 
Troy before moving to East 
Providence seven years ago. 

She was a founding member 
of Temple Beth-El in Troy and a 
member of its Sisterhood. She 
was a member ofHadassah and 
the Daughters of Sarah Nursing 
Home Auxiliary. 

She leaves a son, Edward 
Rosenberg of Boca Raton, Fla., 
two grandchildren and four 
great-grandchildren. 

The funeral service was held 
Dec. 31 at Beth-El Cemetery, 
Belle_ Avenue, Troy. 

IRA LIPPMAN SCHREIBER 
PROVIDENCE - Attorney 

and longtime Democratic activ
ist Ira Lippman SchreiRer, 71, of 
65 Orchard Dr., Cranston, died 
Dec. 30 at Rhode Island Hospi
tal, Providence. He was the hus
band of Joyce (Cohen) Schreiber. 

TheseniorpartnerofSchreiber 
& Schreiber law offices, he was a 
familiar face on the Cranston po
litical scene - long active in the 
local Democratic Party. 

A resident of Cranston for 41 
years, Schreiber won his own 
Democratic primary for mayor 
in 1984 ai:id, ran agai11st :rvtayor . 
Michael A. Traficante in· a spe
cial election. 

Cranston Democratic City 
Committee Chairman Michael 
Sepe praised him as a dedicated 
citizen and a gentleman. 

A devotee of the law and 
politics, he had an irrepressible 
spirit and could always be 
counted on to lighten up fund
raisers and other events, Sepe 
said. "Hewassomeonewhowas 
always a lot of fun." 

He first ventured into poli
tics while still a student at Brown 
University, when he ran for a 
Providence state representative 
seat. In 1966, he ran as a Demo
cratic state representative from 
Cranston. 

Born in Providence, he was 
the son of the late Jack G. and 
Ethel (Lippman) Schreiber. 

After graduating from Hope 
High School in 1945, he received 
his bachelor's degree from 
Brown in 1950, where he was 
class vice president. He was 
alumni class president from 1970 
to 1975, and president of the 
Brown Club of Rhode Island in 
1972 and 1973. 

An Army veteran of World 
War II, he attained the rank of 
first lieutenant while serving in 
the Army Reserves from 1955 
through 1958. 

He graduated from Boston 
University Law School in 1965 
and was a member of the Ameri
can, Rhode Island and Massa
chusetts Bar Associations. He 
also served as chairman of the 
medical-legal committee, a 
branch of the state bar associa
tion and the Rhode Island Medi
cal Society. 

In 1967, he was appointed 

legal counsel to the Rhode Is
land Department of Social Wel
fare, and served for two years. 
In 1972, Gov. Frank Licht ap
pointed him to the Advisory 
Commission on Correctional 
Services. 

In January 1995, he was a 
candidate nominated by the 
Judicial Nominating Commis
sion for chief justice of the Rhode 
Island Supreme Court. 

He began practicing law in 
Providence in 1966 and moved 
his office to Cranston in 1986. In 
January 1978, he opened Rhode 
Island's first legal clinic, The 
R.I. Legal Clinic, which eventu
ally expanded . to five offices. 
He served as president of the 
American Legal Clinic Associa
tion from 1980 through 1982. 

He was a member of Temple 
Sinai, Cranston. Over the years, 
he served on the board of trust
ees for Temple Sinai, Ledge
mont Country Club, the Turks 
Head Club, Jewish Federation 
of Rhode Island, the Rhode Is
land Jewish Historical Society 
and the Roosevelt Lodge. He was 
a32nd-degreeMasonoftheScot
tish Rite, Valley of Providence. 

Besides his wife, he leaves 
two sons, Bruce J. Schreiber of 
Royal Palm Beach, Fla., and Ken
neth A. Schreiber of Cranston; 
two daughters, Jill' A. Schreiber, 
of Hamden, Conn., and Judith 
L. Rowland, of New York, N.Y.; 
and 'four grandchildren, Jenni
fer, Max, Abby, and Haley. 

The funeral service was held 
Jan. 4 at Temple Sinai, Cran
ston. Interment was at Swan 
Point Cemetery, Blackstone 

MAx SUGARMAN MEMORIAL CHAPEL 
Over 100 years of professional, dignified and caring seroice to the Jewish 

community of Rhode Island and Southeastern Massachusetts 

Certified by the 
R.I. Board of Rabbis 

;-X•·•. Member of the Jewish 
~ ¥_ f Funeral Directors of America 

' <>.- ... ,.,L~· 

458 Hope Street, Providence 
(Comer of Doyle Avenue) 

Please call for your 5759 New Year calendar. 
Call for our no-money-dawn , pre-need plans. 

331-8094 
1-800-447-1267 Lewis J. Bosler 

For over 40 years, the owner of Mount Sinai Memorial Chapel... 
Mitchell... has served Rhode Island Jewish families over 8,000 times ... 
as a professional Jewish funeral director ... as did his father and 
grandfather since the 1870s ... with honesty 
and integrity. 

One of the reasons why the majority of 
Rhode Island Jewish families call 

MOUNT SINAI 
-MEMORIAL CHAPEL 

331-3337 
825 Hope at Fourth Streets 

Pre-need counseling with tax-free 
payment planning available. 

Please call for your 
5759 New Year calendar. 

From out of state call: 
1-800-331 -3337 

Member of Jewish Funeral Directors of America 
Certified by R.I. Board of Rabbis 

Boulevard, Providence. Ar
rangements were by Max Sug
arman Memorial Chapel, 458 
Hope St., Providence. 

SELMA SOKOLL 
FALLRIVER-SelmaSokoll, 

68, of 11 Highcrest Road, died 
Dec. 26 at home. She was the 
wife of,Francis Sokol!. 

Born in Brooklyn, N.Y., a 
daughter of the late Harry and 
Anna Berger, she lived in Fall 
River since 1951. 

She attended City College of 
New York. She was a member 
ofTemple Beth-El and its Sister
hood. She was a member of the 
Fall River Jewish Home for the 
Aged, the Hebrew Ladies Help
ing Hand Society, and the Fall 
River Hadassah. 

Besides her husband, she 
leaves two daughters, Allison 
Sokoll-Ward of Columbia, Md., 
and Rochelle Sokoll-Sobel of 
Westport, Mass.; a sister, Shirley 
Fields of Greensboro, N.C.; a 
brother, Sol Berger of Freehold, 
N.J:; and seven grandchildren. 

The funeral service was held 
Dec. 29 at Temple Beth-El, 385 
High St., Fall River. Burial was 
in Temple Beth-El Cemetery. Ar
rangements were by Mount Si
nai Memorial Chapel, 825 Hope 
St., Providence. 

NAT ALIE TULCHIN 
FALL RIVER, Mass. 

Natalie Tulchin, ,of Courtney 
Street, died Jan. 1 at St. Anne's 
Hospital. She was the wife of 
the late Abraham Tulchin. 

Born in Providence, she was 
a daughter of the late Hyman 
and Fannie (Schmidt) Flint. 

She attended Brown Univer-
- sity, Bry,ant College and Bristol 

Community College. 
She was a member of Hadas

,;;ah, a member of the Fall River 
Jewish Home for the Aged, a 
member of Congregation Adas 
Israel arid its Sisterhood. She 

was a member of the JWV Aux
iliary 168 United Jewish Appeal. 
She was also an avid bridge 
player. 

She leaves one son, Harris 
Tulchin of Santa Monica, Calif., 
and six grandchildren. She was 
the companion of Nathan Starr 
of Fall River. She was the mother 
of the late David Tulchin and 
the sister of the late Sadie 
Teacher and Eli Flint. 

Funeral services were held 
Jan. 4 at Congregation Adas Is
rael, 1647RobesonSt., Fall River. 
Burial was in Hebrew Cemetery. 

BEATRICE ZEMAN 
PROVIDENCE - Beatrice 

Zeman, 78, of 22 Roosevelt St., 
Warwick, an administrative as-

. sistantfortheNavyformorethan 
25 years, died Dec. 29 at Rhode 
Island Hospital. She was the wife 
of the late Malcolm Zeman. 

Born in Providence, a daugh
ter of the late David-and Eva 
(Karklin) Sock, she had lived in 
Provi_denceand Somerset before 
moving to Warwick more than 
25 years ago. 
· A graduate of Pembroke Col
lege, Providence, she was also a 
secretary for Pontiac Mills, War
wick, for several years. She was 
a member of Temple Beth-El in 
Fall River and a former member 
ofTemple Beth-Amin Warwick. 

She leaves a daughter, Eve 
Lewyckyj of Warwick; a son, 
Jonas Zeman of Belmar, N.J.; 
two sisters, Rose Sock-of War
wick and Irene Cohen of Cran
ston; three brothers, Nathaniel 
Sock of Warwick, Sheldon Sock 
of Cranston and James Sock of 
North Smithfield; and seven 
grandchildren. 

The funeral was held Dec. 31 
, inTempleBeih-El,385HighSt., 

Fall River. Burial was in Temple 
Beth-El Cemetery, Fall River. 
Service was coordinated by 
Mount Sinai Memorial Chapel, 
825 Hope St., Providence. 

Some Can, and Some Cannot 
The problem of prayer is inextricably bound .up with our view of 

man. If man is really a self-sufficient creature, if he is in no need of 
support from a Reality beyond himself, and if he is so self-sufficient 
that he does not even look upon himselfas a "creature," then, indeed, 
man - ancient or modern - cannot pray. If, on the other hand, man 
relies on spiritual strength and support corning from outside of 
himself, if, that is to say, he knows himself to be a creature, though he 
may also know himself to be needed by G-d as a junior partner in the 
ongoing work of creation, then modern man can pray .... 

"Modern man," as pre-modern man before him, must, from 
time to time, check the contents of his prayers against the nature of 
his "G-d concept." The reach of prayer may, and should, outdis
tance the grasp of our philosophical and theological definitions. 
G-d, to be G-d, must be greater than our concepts of Him. But true 
prayer cannot very well voice strivings and aspirations which run 
counter to the very natureofG-d as weconceiveof Him. This seems 
to be the profound truth behind the Rabbinic requirement that the 
creedal element of the Jewish worship service (i.e., the Shema and 
its Blessings) precede the prayer of petition. 

We have been trying to provide some perspective and back
ground for the question, "Can Modern Man Pray?" We have seen 
that some of the problems which trouble us are problems which 
have equally troubled our predecessors. We have also noted that 
one's ability to pray depends, in the final analysis, upon his ability 
to see himself as a creature of G-d. There are those who have this 
ability, and there are those who do not. But this "creature feeling" 
is something far too personal to be amenable to debate. That is why 
we have to end our answer as we have begun it. Can modern man 
pray? Some can, and some cannot. 

Jakob J. Petucltowski, 1967 CCAR Proceedings 

The Schwartz family gratefully acknowledges 
the overwhelming response in memory of our beloved 
husband, father , and grandfather, Charles Schwartz. 

The love that was shown lifted our hearts. 
Sincerely, 

Anne, Vicki, David, Arye 



-

Berkson 
(Continued from Page 1) 

Still, Berkson missed the 
sense of community that was so 
important to her. 

"I found that I was not made 
to live out of a suitcase," she 
said. "At the core, I am a musi
cal educator and a person for 
whom friendships and commu
nity is extremely important." 

Berkson does not fee l that 
living in Rhode Island hinders 
her work. 

"I wasn' t necessarily look
ing for a performing career," 
she said. "The community and 
educational aspects are essen
tial for me." 

Berkson sees the loca l Jewish 
community as both welcoming 
and s timulating. 

"This year, I hope to put out 
my first Jewish recording," she 
said . "I've made connections 
w ith wonderful musicians here 
through the Coalition for Alter
nativesinJewish Education,and 
we share our music not just as 
performers, but as teachers. This 
is a real time of growth for me." 

Scholarships Are 
Available 

National Council of Jewish 
Women, Rhode Island section, 
will be awarding scholarships 
to Rhode Island students attend
ing college in the fa ll of 1999. 

NCJW is the oldest Jewish 
women's organization in the 
country with more than 100,000 
members dedicated to commu
nity service and social action to 
improve life for others. Our 
schohrship program' 'i's 'part of 
this commitment. 

Grants will be awarded based 
on evidenceo f involvement i.n 
c~mrriunity . service, ac~d.;mic 
worthiness, and financial need. 

Students desiring applica
tions should write to: Seena 
Dittelman, 93 Cres twood Road, 
Cranston, R.I. 02920 or call 942-
5735. 

Deadline for requesting ap
plica tions is March 25. 

Hello From 
Sunny California 

I am in the fifth-grad e at 
Ha rt-R a nso m Schoo l in 
Modesto, California. I have 
adopted your s ta te as a class 
p roject. I will be doing a re
port and making displays 
about your state. In May, my 
class wi ll be havi ng a "Sta tes' 
Fair." I will d isplaya nd show 
everything I have learned 
abou t you r s ta te. 

It would be helpful to me 
if you could send postca rds 
of you r s tate, maps, bro
chu res, information about 
wi ldli fe, ind us try, nea t places 
to visi t, s ta tis ti cs , sp o rts 
teams a nd any other infor
mation and jtems your read
ers fee l wo uJd be help ful. 

I hope your readers ca n 
help me with my project. I' m 
looki ng forwa rd to hea ring 
from people in your s late. 

Thank you from 
California. 

Levi LaBass 
Mrs. Shaw's Class 

Hart-Ransom School 
3930 Shoemake Ave. 

Modesto, CA 95358 

Germany Begins 
Payments to 
Survivors in 

Eastern Europe 
by Deidre Berger 

FRANKFURT QT A) - Ful
filling a landmark agreement 
reached one year ago, Germany 
has begun making monthly pen
sion payments to Holocaust sur
vivors living in Eastern Europe. 

About 800 survivors, mainly 
in the Czech Republic and Baltic 
countries, have already begun 
receiving the payments of some 
$150 per month, according to 
Karl Brozik,directorof the Frank
furt office of the Conference on 
Material Claims Against Ger-· 
many. 

The Claims Conference, 
which reached an agreement 
wi th the German government 
about the payments last Janu
ary,aftermonthsof negotiations, 
is administering the pension 
fund. 

With some 6,000 to 7,000 sur
vivors already having made re
quests for pensions, Brozik said 
he expects a total of about-30,000 
applications. 

Due to eligibility restrictions, 
which already depend largely 
on the Jength of persecution a 
survivor suffered under the Na
zis,heestimates thatabout18,000 
Eastern European survivors will 
eventually receive the pensions, 
which will switch to a quarterly 
payment basis starting in Febru
ary. 

Germany has paid more than 
$54 billion in compensation to 
Holocaustsurvivorssince World 

., Wai .II, but,, no payrne,nts were 
made to those living in Soviet
bloc countries· during the Cold 
War. 

After the collapse. ofr'the ·So
viet bloc, Germany maintained 
that it could not afford to pay 
individual pensions to survivors 
in Eas tern Europe. Instead, the 
German government setup gen
eral funds in those countries to 
be used mainly for social ser
vices that would benefit the sur
vivors. 

Germany had refused to ne
gotiate until last year, when it 
was embarrassed by press re
ports that former SS officers, in
cluding alleged war criminals, 
were receiving monthly pen
sions. 

In the wake of pressure from 
the American Jewish Commit
tee and other Jewish organiza
tions, Bonn officials agreed fo 
begin negotiations on pension 
payments. 

While the $150 monthly pay
ments are only half the size sur
vivors living in Western coun
tries receive, Brozik believed the 
money will nonetheless be help
ful for many of the mostl y aged 
and often sick survivors. 

There a re still unsolved pay
ment problems, Broziksaid,add
ing that the banking system is 
not ye t developed enough in 
some parts of Eastern Europe to 
make il possible lo rely solely on 
bank tra nsfers. 

He also noted what he de
scribed as a disturbing develop
ment - some governments a re 
trying to tax the pensions. 

Mea nwhile, pri va te donors in 
Germany who have been sup
porting survivors li ving in the 
Ba ltic countries sa id they will 
continue their donations despite 
the new German goverment pen
sions. 
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tion marking the 50th anniver
sary of the end of World War II. 

The Vatican's long-awaited 
statement on the actions of the 
Roman Catholic Church dur
ingthe Holocaust was received 
with a mixed response. We Re
member: A Reflection on the Shoah, 
apo logized to Jews for the 
Church's fa ilure to take deci
sive action to prevent Nazi 
Germany's extermination of 6 
million Jews but absolved the 
church as such for complicity in 
the Holocaust. The Va tican 
statement acknowledged that 
historical anti-Semitism among-
Christians had contribu ted to 
an atmosphere that allowed per
secution of the Jews to go un
challenged, but did not discuss 
the ro le the church played in 
fostering that discrimination. 

The canonization as a mar
tyr-saintof EdithStein, aJewish 
convert to Catholicism who died 
in Auschwitz, and the beatifica
tion of Pope Pius Xlf, the final 
step before canonization, were 
other areas of contention be
tween Jews and the Roman 
Catholic Church. 

The Anti-Defamation L_eague, 
founded in 1913, is the world's 
leading organization fighting anti
Semitism through programs and 
services that counteract hatred, 
prejudice and bigotry. 

~ 

Mikveh is Ba.ckv 
(Continued from Page,,~ , • , 

concept of mikveh in layman's 
terms, including their'historical 
and culturalsignificance,as well 
as their fundamental role in the 
spiritual aspects of Jewish liv
ing. Rabbi Ravad'~ mission is to 
bring the message of mikveh to 
millions of Jews around the 
world who are ignorant of its 
true significance, in language 
and terms that they can identify 
with. 

Rabbi Ravad notes that, "the 
mikveh has been unfairly rel- · 
egated to myth and superstition 
among many of today's Jews 
because it is bound up with the 
most private aspects of Jewish 
family life. But making it the 
subject of formal study through 
the institution of the Museum 
of the Mikveh, we are able to 
present it in its proper histori
cal, cultural and religious con
text." 

Mikveh Outreach Interna
tional is proud of its track record. 
Through its museum exhibits, 
publications and lectures, it has 
inspired thousandsofJews from 
all background s around the 
world to adopt the regular ob
servance of the commandments 
related to the mikveh. As a re
sult, they have also become more 
committed to other aspects of 
Jewish living and Jewish conti 
nuity, including the support of 
other Jewish ca uses and institu
tions. 

Rabbi Ravad continu es to 
bring his message lo Jewish com
munities large and small ac ross 
the continent. For info rma tion, 
contac t the Mikveh Outreach 
Interna tional office a t 1360 44th 
St., Brooklyn, NY 11 219, or ca ll 
(718) 85 1-4748. 

CLASSIFIED 
FOR SALE 

BED -All new, black wrought iron canopy. 
Queen mattress, box, frame. Cost $1,100, 
selling $345. Can deliver. 823-0228 

3/11 /98 

GUTTERS 

INSTALLATION, REPAIRS AND CLEANING 
-30 years experience. Call Mr. Gutter, 354-
6725, Providence, 884-0174. 3/5/99 

HELP WANTED 

FREINDLY, RELIABLE PERSON needed for 
after school childcare for a 6th grader. East 
Side. Three + days/week, 3 to 6 p.m. (flex, 
ible) . Car, good driving record, and refer
ences required. 273-6868 evenings. 1/7/99 

WILDLIFE JOBS TO $21 .60/HR IMC ben
efits. Game wardens, security, maintenance, 
park rangers. No experience needed. For 
appointment and exam info, call (800) 813-
3585, ext. 9425. 8 a.m. to 9 p.m., 7 days 
fdsinc. 1/28/99 

JOBS WANTEp 

CHILD CARE Master's level clinician will pro
vide child care in your home. $50 per hour. 
Per diem (daily) only. Will travel. Insured. For 
information, call 728-9636. 1/14/99 

RENTAL 

TANGLEWOOD - Luxury 2 1/3-bedroom 
condo.July/August. Lake access, tennis, pool. 
884-4181 . 1/7/99 

SERVICES 

HOUSECLEANING BY DONNA Excellent ref
erences. All areas. Home. offices, etc. Afford
able rates. Spring cleaning and windows. Call 
232-1539. 2/25/99 

WANTED 

INTERESTED IN PURCHASING two burial 
lots at Lincoln Park Cemetery. Please call 
after 4 p.m., (401) 831-3617. Sandra H. from 
Florida, please call , lost your phone number. 

1/7/99 

WE PAY YOU to lose weight. 36 people 
wanted who are serious about losing up to 30 
lbs. in 60 days. Doctor recommended. All 
natural. For free samples, call (401) 849-
8392. 117/99 

WANTED TO BUY 

COSTUME JEWELRY - pre-1970s; also 
autographed letter of well-knowns. Please 
call in Fall Aiyer (508) 679-1545. 4/16/99 

Send Classbox Correspondence to: 
Class Box No. 
The R.I. Jewish Herald 
P.O. Box 6063 
Providence, R.I. 02940 

R.I. Jewish Herald classified ads cost $3 for 15 
words or less. Additional words cost 12 cents each. 
Payment must be received by Monday at 4 p.m. 
prior to the Thursday when the ad is scheduled lo 
appear. This newspaper will not, knowingly , accept 
any advertising for real estate which is in violation 
of the R.I. Fair Housing Act and Section 804 (c) of 
title VIII of the 1968 Civil Rights Act. Our readers are 
hereby informed that all dwelling/housing accom
modations advertised in this newspaper are avail· 
able on an equal opportunity basis. 

,. 0~J10tv
J/our, w~ 0cw9 

_bridal issue to be published Feb. 11 arid would ~ ~ 
- WealeiritheprocessofcJeatingourannual ~~· : 

.. lov~ to hear from om readers with rega_rds to ~,, 
their wedding memories. Were you marned at a ~ 
place that is no longer standing? Which Jewish 
traditions did you incorporate into your ceremony? 

We w.ill print photos along with your anecdotes or advice 
for the next generation of married couples. Send photos and 
memories to: Remembering My Wedding, Rhode Island 
Jewish Herald , P.O. Box 6063, Providence, R.I. 02940. Please 
send a stamped, self-addressed envelope so material may be 
returned. The deadline for submissions is Jan. 25 at 4 p .m. 
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CIASSIFIEDS 
15 words for $3.00 • 12¢ each additional word 

Category 
Message 

Name 
I Address 

I 
I Phone 
I No. Words _____ Date(s) Run ________ _ 

I To include a box number, send an additional $5.00. All responses 
will be mailed to the Herald via box number, and forwarded to clas-

1 sllied advertiser. Payment MUST be received by Monday afternoon . PRIOR to 
I lhe Thursday on which the ad ,s to appear 10¾ discount g1ven tor ads running 

conl1nuously for one year 

I Tl k V RHODE ISLAND JEWISH HERALD , mn 100. P.O. BOX 6063, PROVIDENCE, R.I. 02940 , 
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Is Your Automobile Ready For Winter? 
AAA Offers can cover the ice, causing ex-

Easy-to-Follow Wintering tremely slippery conditions. 
The distance needed to stop on 

Motoring Advice ice at 32 degrees is twice as 
Winter driving is tough on long as at zero degrees. 

motoris ts and vehicles. To help Keep Your Engine Cool -
drivers make it through the Make sure certain cooling sys
toughest winter conditions, temantifreezeismixed with an 
AAA Southern New England equalportionofwaterformaxi-
offers the following tips: mum protection. 

Charge! - Cold weather is KeySolution-Frozendoor 
tough on batteries. At zero de- locks can be overcome by care
grees, a car's battery loses about fully heating the end of a key 
60 percent of its strength. At a withamatchor lighter.Asquirt 
comparatively mild 32 degrees, of de-ice spray is another quick 
a battery is 35 percent weaker. method. 
Keeping battery termi- Air It out - Don' t 
nals clean helps, but a ~ let frigid tempera-
load testperfo,rmed by tures tempt you 
a qualified technician • into starting your 
will help determine • • car in a closed ga-
whether a car's battery rage or idling your 
is strong enough for engine for long pe-
winter starts. riods with the windows closed. 

Get a Grip - Before winter Carbon monoxide, present in 
arrives, make sure your car is exhaust fumes, is almost im
equipped with tires that areable possible to detect and can be 
to handle New England's win- fatal when breathed in a can
ter weather. For most motorists, fined area. 
all-season tires are adequa te. In Finish Up-Road salt,slush 
more northern or mountainous and grime are especially hard 
regions,switchingtosnowtires on a car's finish. To help pre
may be needed. vent rust and paint damage, 

See And Be Seen - Danger keep cars washed and waxed. 
must be seen to be avoided. A full- or self-service car wash 
Driving with a snow-covered makes the job easier when tem
windshield, windows, side- peratures are low. 

Strong Battery Boosts 
Winter Car Starts 

drops to near zero, the number 
of calls AAA receives from 
stranded motorists soars," said 
AAA approved auto repair 
manager, Alfred Ruggiero. 
"The most common cause of 
these cold-weather breakdowns 
is a weak or dead battery." 

AAA recommends motorists 
have a load test to closely moni
tor the condition of the vehicle's 
battery, especially batteries 
more than 2 years old. "Al
though batteries can carry war
ranties of four years or more, a 
warranty is no guarantee an 
older battery: will continue to 
work in severe weather," 
Ruggiero said. 

The most common sign of a 
weak battery is an unusual 
sound coming from the starter 
motor when the ignition key is 
turned, indicating difficulty in 
starting the engine. 

If the vehicle is difficult to 
start,check that the battery con
nections are tight and no corro
sion is present on the battery 
terminal. To remove corrosion, 
use an old toothbrush to clean 
the cable connectors and termi
nals with a solution of baking 
soda and water. Next, inspect 
the tension of a ll drive belts. 
They should flex no more than 
one-half inch. If the battery's 
fluid level can be checked, make 
certain the fluid covers the bat
tery plates. If no problems are 

view mirrors or lights invites a 
crash. Clear windows, mirrors 
and lights with an ice scraper, 
brush or spray de-ice. Make cer
tain windshield wipers and de
frosters are in good working 
order and that washer reservoirs 
are filled with no-freeze wind
shield washer fluid. 

One of the best ways to pro- found and the vehicle is 

trouble is to be certain drive to a service sta-
your battery is fully , 1 •:: tionorautopartsstore 
charged and in proper I to have the battery 
working condition, ac- ' andchargingsystem 

Slippery When Wet - In 
temperatures a tor just above 32 
degrees, a thin layer of water 

tect against winter car .till difficult to s tart, 

cording to AAA Southern tested and, if neces-
New England. . sary, replaced. 

"When the temperature In addition to 
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weak or dead batteries, starting 
problems can be caused by mal
functioning alternators or 
starter motors. A qualified re
pair facility can make an accu
rate diagnosis and repair. 

If the vehicle will not start, 
use caution and follow instruc
tions in the owner's manual 
when attempting a jump start. 
If unsure about the proper pro
cedure, call AAA or another 
qualified professional for assis
tance. 

To help avoid 
winter break
downs, AAA rec
ommends motor
ists have their cars 
and trucks thoroughly 
inspected before co ld 
weather arrives . In addition 
to the battery, fluids, belts, 
hoses, filters,and tires should 
all be checked. 

Because of the difficult driv
ing conditions often encoun
tered in the winter, motorists 
should also be sure their light
ing systems, brakes and wind
shield wipers are functioning 
properly. 

AAA Offers Winter 
Advice For Parents of 

Young Drivers 

Winter driving can be chal
lenging to any motorist, but slip
pery roads can be especially dif
ficult for novice drivers dealing 
with ice and snow for the first 
time, according to AAA South
ern New England . 

"Parents need to work with 
their teens to help them gain the 
experience they need for safe 
winter driving in the safest pos
sible environment," said John 
Paul, AAA manager of traffic 
safety and public affairs . 

AAA offers the fol-

less severe. 
- Consider limiting your 

teen's driving on slippery con
ditions to daylight hours until 
they have gained experience. 

- Remind your teen that 
driving under the influence of 
drugs or alcohol is dangerous 
under any condi tions, and that 

the risk is even greater on slip
pery roads. 

- Make sure the vehicle your 
teenisdrivingisequipped with 
essential emergency equip
ment, including a flashlight, 
blankets, jumper cables, sand 
or non-clumping ca t Ii tter and a 
small shovel or ice scraper. 

AAA Recommends 
Emergency 

Equipment Kit 

Because even the best main
tained vehicles can fall victim 
to frigid winter weather, AAA 
recommends every vehicle 
carry the following items to en
sure safe winter travel: 

Flashlight - A working 
flashlight should be stored 

where the driver can ac
cess it without leaving · 
the vehicle. That will 
enable the motorist to 
see obstacles and be 

seen by other drivers 
when exiting the vehicle in an 
emergency. Also carry spare 
batteries. 

Jumper Cables - Jumper 
cables can be an essential tool 
for starting vehicles with weak 
or dead batteries, but they 
should only be used by indi
viduals familiar with the proper 
safety precautions. Vehicle 
owner'smanualsshould becon
sulted for instructions. 

Abrasive Material - Sand 
or non-clumping cat litter can 
be spread under the wheels to 
improve traction when a vehicle 
becomes stuck in snow or ice. 
Special traction mats and even 
floor mats a lso can be used for 
this purpose. 

Shovel-A small shovel can 
be used to carefully dig snow 
away from the wheels. 

Warning Devices - Flares 
or reflective triangles alert other 
motorists that you are broken 

down or stuck and helps give 
them enough time to slow 

down in order to pass 
safely. 

Blankets -
Cold weather can 
quickly turn an in

convenient break
down into a life-threatening 
situation. Blankets can provide 
valuable protection against the 
coldandcanhelpkeepyoucom
fortableuntil help arrives. Floor 
mats and newspapers can also 
be used to provide insulation in 
emergencies. 

Snow Brush/Ice Scraper -
lt'simportantthatwindowsand 
lights are clear of ice and snow 
in order to maintain adequate 
visibility. The entire vehicle 
should be brushed clear so 
blowing snow does not become 
a hazard for other motorists. 
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