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W ho is Amram Mitzna? 
I SRA.EL'S political 

leaders arc well known 
in the world. T he 

names of Sharon, Netanyahu, 
Peres , Ben- Eliezer, Barak, 
Sharansky, even Sarid , Beilin. 
M eridor, Burg are g reeted with 
a degree of familiarity. But 
M itzna? Who is he> Few 
know the name. 

The Labor Party has made 
its choice . Arn ram Mitzna, 
57, will head its list against 
the Likud Party in the national 
election scheduled for January 
28, thereby becoming its can
didate for Prime M inister. 
Though he has been mayor of 
H aifa fo r nine years, he has not 
been a fam iliar personality in 
the rest of the country, and is 
almost unknown overseas. 

The child of German 
im migrants, Mitzna was raised 
in a kibbutz, and after his com 
pulsory army service decided to 
make the mil itary h is career. 
A fter 30 years in uniform he 
retired with the rank of M ajor 
General. D uring the Intifada 
he was widely criticized for the 
army's harsh policies, but then, 
during the war in Leba non he 
publicly proclaimed his lack of 
confidence in the then Min
ister of D efense, A rik Sharon 
and threatened to resig n. H e 
became known as a dovish gen
eral. 

In 1993 he was elected to 
a five~year term as mayor of 
H aifa, and re-elected in 1998. 
W ere he to seek a third term 
there is lit tle doubt that he 
would overwhelm any possible 
opponent, receiving the votes 
of the Russian immigrants, the 
Arabs, the relig ious and the 
g reat majority of vetera n resi
dents. 

In his views on the national 
scene, however, he is unmis
takably an advocate of leftist 
policies, and has the support 
of the so-called peace camp. 
H e calls for a return to nego
tiations with the Arabs and is 
willing to talk to Arafat or 
whomever the Arabs choose as 
their leader. "W e must nego
tiate as if there is no terror, and 
fight terrorism as if there are no 
negotiations," he says. If nego
t iations fa il then Israel must 
unilaterally separate from the 
Palestinians. H e is prepared 
to evacuate all the settlements 
in the Gaza Strip as well as 
many outlying W est Bank set
tlements. 

Further, he sees a con
nection between the present 
painful economic situation in 
the country and the fact that 
we are in the territories. H e 
would reduce allocations that 
are today budgeted for the set
tlements, maintaining that the 
funds could be put to better 

use in I srael proper. H e would 
not join a government led by the 
Likud. 

Carl 
Apert 

H e is 
pleasant and 
soft -s po ken , 
but many feel 
he is lacking 
in charisma. 
H e behaves 
with a certain 
amount of 
reserve , remi

niscent of Rabin. H e speaks 
fluent English . The beard ? Ir 
has noth ing to do with rel igion. 
I n 1967, together with a group of 
fellow officers, he took a vow not 
to shave until peace was reached 
with the Arabs. Since then, 
the beard has obviously required 
much trimming. As mayor, he 
does not have a chauffeur, and 
prefers to drive his car himself. 

H is prospects> H is can 
didacy has been g reeted with 

enthusiasm by the left, though 
there is some fear that he may 
receive votes that might oth
erwise have gone to the peace 
parties. The Arabs view him 
favorably, and it i very likely 
that so many Arabs will vote fo r 
Mitzna and Labor that the par
liamentary st rength of the Arab 
parties may be reduced. H ow
ever, all public opinion polls 
predict that Likud will achieve 
a sweeping victory. The perpe 
tration of more terrorist attacks 
on Israeli civil ians is serving to 
harden the determinat ion of the 
I srael is to back the hard line 
Likud. 

It remains to be seen if, after 
the election, Mitzna decides to 
remain as leader of Labor and 
continue the struggle, or go 
back to the relative peace of his 
H aifa mayoralty. 

Carl A /p a t writes from 
H aifa. 

The Jewish guide 
to shoveling snow 

By Jordan Max 
Last Year, in Toronto, we 

had a lot of snow, and I spent 
many hours shoveling. This is 
boring work, and after awhile 
the mind tends to wander. So I 
resolved that this year I would 
be prepared with lots to th ink 
about. I researched and sent 
letters to key Jewish figures, 
polling them for their keen 
insight on shoveling snow. Their 
responses: 

Ariel Sharon - "The 
important thing is to shovel 
the entire width and breadth of 
the driveway, regardless of what 
anyone else thinks." 

Ehud Barak - "You must 
shovel most of the driveway, but 
the exact dimensions of shovel
ing will be determined in dis
cussions with our neighbors. 
No, wait, you can shovel only 
in places where snow had pre
viously fallen, but you cannot 
shovel in places where no snow 
had fallen. W ait - don't do any 
shoveling unt il you hear from 
me l" 

Yossi Sarid - "You should 
not shovel any part of the drive 
way, since you really do not 
have any valid historical or legal 
claim to the driveway, and it 
will soon be given back to its 
rightful owners." 

Birthright Israel- "It does 
not matter how the shoveling 
is done, but the very act of 
a young Jew shoveling snow 
for ten consecut ive days, under 

proper supervision will have a 
lifelong impact on Jewish iden
tity." 

Artscroll Hilchos Sheleg 
("Laws Rega rding Snow; A sh
kenazik version, chapter 5) -
"Fi rst approach the snow with 
the proper kav anah, meditating 
on the concept of snow removal. 
Recite the "Who commanded 
us concerning the shoveling of 
snow" benediction," then take 
three steps back, bend the knees 
sl ightly with feet together, then 
look at the snow, lift shovel 
and dig, turning right and th en 
left, bend knees fully, take 
three steps forward and deposit 
snow deliberately. Repeat until 
done, then recite the Shehehey
anu benediction, go indoors and 
have a hot drink, remembering 
to say the Shehakol brocha (see 
Artscroll Hilchos on D rinking 
H ot L iquids)" 

The Late Lubavitcher 
Rebbe (from an epistle to a d is
ciple) - "Shoveling snow is a 
distraction from our efforts to 
bring M oshiach, may H e come 
soon, when in any case there 
will be no snow to shovel. So 
leave it and let it melt. If the 
M essiah does not come by Sha
vuos, the snow will have mirac
ulously disappeared anyway." 

J ordan Max is a Toronto
based humorist and columnist far 
The Canadian Jewish N ews. 

This article originally 
appeared 011 the w ebsite 
www.jewishwo rid review. com 
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Immunizing science against 
politics and bigotry 

By D r. Benjamin Sachs 
It 's bad enough that Israeli doctors are spending their lives 

in emergency rooms treating Jewish and Arab victims of suicide 
bombers. What really makes them heartsick these days, how
ever, is that they also have to fend off mindless attacks from 
their scientific colleagues, particularly in Europe. 

That was the most gut- wrenching impression I retu rned 
with after a recent trip to Issael along with 70 other senior phy
sicians from across America, including leading H arvard profes
sors. W e had gone to bolster the spirits of our Issaeli colleagues, 
exhausted and bewildered from two years of relentless experi
ence treating victims of terror. 

We arrived at Hadassah H ospital in Jerusalem, where some 
2 ,000 victims have been treated , !es than 24 hours after a 
particularly horrific bus bombing in Jerusalem. H ours earlier, 
teams of Jewish-Arab doctors had done what they've done for 
the past two years: jumped into action to save the lives of the 
critically injured. 

O n Israeli television the night before, the father of the 
homicidal bomber bragged that he was proud of his son who 
had attacked a busload of school children and senior citizens. 
O n the day we arrived , that same father suffered chest pains, 
and was brought to H adassah. H e was seen by the same doctors 
who were still treating the victims of h is son's madness. 

The humanitarian approach to medicine of our colleagues 
in Israel stands in stark contra t to actions recently taken by 
our European colleagues. In Britain and Norway, countries we 
America ns generally feel arc kindred to our way of life, univer
sity professors and scientifi c researchers have recently refused to 
share research information with Israel 's academics and physi
cians because they oppose Israel 's policy towards the Palest in
ians. 

The head of H adassah Med ical Center's G oldyne Savad 
G ene T herapy Institute, Dr. E itan G alun, an Israeli Jew, has 
been engaged in research to cure a blood cl isease prevalent in 
the Palestinian community. H e recently requested assistance 
from a Norwegian scientist and was refused. "Due to the pres
ent situation in the Middle East, I will not deliver any mate
rial to an Israelitic (sic) university," she responded by e- mail. By 
her actions, which confuse science with politics, the Palestinian 
population will needlessly continue to suffer from a disease that 
could be cured through scientific cooperation . 

Also recently, two I sraeli academics were dismissed from 
the boards of scholarly lingu istics journals. The first, Miriam 
Shlesinger, a senior lecturer in tranlsation stud ies at Bar- Ilan 
University, was removed from the editorial board of the Transla
tor: Studies in l11temdtural Communicat ion. The second, Gideon 
Toury, a professor at Tel Aviv University's School of Cultu ral 
Studies, was dismissed from the international advisory board of 
Trnmlation Studies Abstracts. M ona Baker, a Un iversity ofMan
cl1ester academic, who has circulated a petition calling fo r a 
moratorium on grants and contracts with research institutions 
in Israel, owns both publications. 

These examples dramatically demonst rate an unacceptable 
breakdown in the international norms of intellectual freedom 
and collaboration. Our colleagues in Israel do not m ix science 
and politics and our colleagues in Europe, likewise, should 
know better than to do so. Using Israel's political situation as a 
reason to withhold collaborative information is a smokescreen. 
M oreover it is a symptom of that chronic European disease, 
anti-Semitism, which now hides behind anti- Israel rhetoric. 
Israel is criticized for human rights violations as it tries to pro
tect its citizens. Yet it is the only country in the Middle East 
with a free press, an independent judiciary and all its citizens, 
both men and women, whether Jew, Muslim or Christian, have 
the right to vote. It's high time for the courageous and intellec
tually honest among our European colleagues to make a stand 
against their region's particular brand of bigotry. · 

D r. Be11jamin Sachs is the H arold H. R ose11jield Profissor of 
Obstet rics, Gy necology and R eproduction Biology at the H arvard 
M edical School. H e recently led a medical mission to Israel, sponsored 
by the Combined Jewish Philanthropies ofBoston and the H adassah 
M edical Organ ization and H adassah, the Women's Zionist Organi
z ation of A merica. 
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News Briefs 
Charges against 
Sharon surface 

(JTA) - Allegations of 
corruption linked to Israeli 
Prime Minister Ariel Sharon 
surfaced Tuesday as Israel's elec
tion campaign officially began. 
Israeli investigators have asked 
South African authorities to 
help probe how and why Sharon 
received Sl.5 million dollars 
from a South Africa n business
man, the Israeli daily H a'aretz 
reported. 

According to the paper, the 
money was to serve as collateral 
for a loan Sharon's sons took out 
to pay back a company that con
tributed to Sharon's 1999 bid 
for the Likud Party leadership. 
The paper said Sharon and h is 
sons were suspected of alleged 
fraud and breach of trust, but 
that no one in the family 
had been questioned yet. Labor 
Party leader Amram Mitzna 
called on Sharon to explain the 
charges or resign. 

Palestinian travel 
restricted after attack 

(JTA) - Israel restricted 
Palestinian travel between W est 
Bank cities in response to Sun
day's terrorist attack in Tel Aviv. 
The army sa id exceptions were 
being made for humanitarian 
cases. A t least 20 people were 
killed Sunday after two suicide 
bombers launched an attack 
near Tel Aviv's old Central Bus 
Station. 

Chief rabbi blasts 
cloning 

(JTA) - Israel's ch ief Ash
kenazi rabbi was among a group 
of relig ious leaders criticizing 
an organization that dcclaired 
over the weekend it was bch ind 
the birth of a cloned baby. 

Yisrael Meir Lau said Juda
ism favors technological develop
ments and medical progress that 
can help save a life or solve infer
tility problems, but it rejects the 
artificial creation of life. 

"The moment medical sci
ence tries to take upon itself 
duties and areas which arc nor its 
responsibility such as shortening 
life, cloning, or creating life in an 
unnatu ral way, we must set down 
borders in order not to harm the 
basic belief that there is a creator 
of the universe in whose hands 
life and death are placed," Lau 
said in a statement. 

Astronaut on 
hijacker's mind 

(JTA) - A man threatened 
to crash a motorized glider into 
the European Central Bank 
tower in Frankfurt on Sunday 
because he felt not enough atten
t ion had been paid to the death 
of a Jewish astronaut. 

The pistol-wield ingpilot told 
a television station from the air
craft that he wanted to draw 
attention to Jud ith Resnik, who 
died in the U. S. space shuttle 
Challenger, which exploded 
shortly after takeoff in January 
1986. "She deserves more atten
tion. She was the fi rst Jewish 
ast ronaut, perhaps that's why she 
never got proper attention," the 
man said. The man later landed 
and was arrested. 

French rabbi's car 
set ablaze 

(JTA) - T he car of a French 
rabbi who was stabbed last week 
was set on fi re. Accord ing to news 
reports, Rabbi Gabriel Farhi's car 
was set ablaze M onday outside 
his Paris apartment. 

Just hours before Farhi was 
stabbed last Friday, the syna-
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I -----~ 
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gogue received an anonymous 
letter threatening both him 
and the building. 

Israel:Terrorists 
using U.N. as shield 

(]TA) - Palestinian ter
rorists are using facilities of 
the U.N. Relief and W orks 
Agency in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip as a cover, 
according to an Israeli 
intelligence report. The ter
rorists have stored ammuni 
tion in UNRWA schools and 
smuggled arms in the agen
cy's ambulances, the report 
charges. "U RWA has been 
active in the refugee camps 
for more than 50 years now," 
a senior Israeli offi cial said. 
"T here is no way UNRWA 
does not know that some 
scl1ools arc being used after
noons fo r gatherings of 
H amas. T here is no way 
UN RWA taff members don't 
know that pictures" of su icicle 
bombers arc "being hung in 
smools." 

50,000 Israeli 
businesses closed 
(]TA) - Some 50,000 

businesses closed in Israel 
during 2002, according to 
Israel's Association of Inde 
pendent Businesses. The asso
ciation predicted that 60,000 
businesses will close in 2003, 
Israel's Army Radio reported. 

Cornerstone for 
nuclear accelerator 

(]TA) - Jordan's King 
Abdullah la id the cornerstone 
Monday for the Middle East 's 
first nuclear accelerator. The 
S6 million accelerator will 
be based in Jordan and will 
be used by researchers from 
throughout the region, includ
ing Israel and the Palestinian 
territories. 
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FACE OF TH INGS TO COM E? Israe lis w ait to cross a street in central 
Tel Aviv on Dec. 30, 2002, as a huge poster deno uncing Prime Min
ist er Ar iel Sharon covers the side of a building, as part of a cam 
paign for the upcoming elections that w ill t ake place in Israel on 
Jan. 28, 2003 . JTA 

JCC to go up near 
Ground Zero? 

(]TA) - A New York 
group is seeking to build a 
Jewish community center near 
Ground Zero. 

T he Jewish W eek of New 
York reported that a group 
called the Jewish Community 
Project of Lower Manhattan is 
seeking support and fundi ng for 
a JCC in the neighborhoods of 
Battery Park C ity and Tribeca, 
near the World Trade Center 
site. 

Israelis support 
U.S. military action 

(]TA) - A majority of 
Israelis favor a U .S. attack 
against I raq according to a new 
poll. T he poll, taken by the 
newspaper, found that 61 per
cent of those surveyed said a 
U.S. attack would be good for 
Israel. The poll had a 4 percent 
margin of error. 

A separate poll, adminis
tered by M a'ariv/Ncw W ave, 
found that 53 percent ofl sraelis 
believe Iraq will strike Israel if 
attacked by the United States. 

Monster.com for Jews 
N EW YORK (JTA) -

A new W eb site is aiming 
to find jobs for Jews in the 
United States. The site, 
www.hatzlacha.com, was cre
ated recently by the Rabbinical 
Board of Greater New York as a 
resource for job seekers - and 
for employers as well. T he site 
- "hatzlachah" is H ebrew for 
"good luck" - was created "in 
a time when more pink slips arc 
likely to find their way to the 
hear ts of an even larger number 
of Jewish households around 
the country, thousands of which 
have their children studying in 
private ycsh ivot," the company 
said in a news release. 

Membership Has Its Privileges 

~ 
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Israeli elections near 
By Jessica Steinberg 

(]TA) - Israel's election 
day is less than a month away, 
and signs of the campaign are 
beginning to emerge. 

On buses and lampposts, 
and even strung between traffic 
lights, campaign posters and 
banners can be seen almost 
anywhere, as Jan. 28 quickly 
approaches. 

"The nation wants Sharon ." 
So reads one giant blue-and
white, flag- like ad splashed 
across the sides ofthe grccn- and
white Egged buses and posted 
inside bus stops. 

The red period at the end 
of the sentence is meant to show 
that incumbent Prime Min ister 
A riel Sharon is still popular, 
despite a continuing security sit
uation and worsening recession. 

Avigdor Lieberman, the 
leader of the hawkish Israel Our 
Home Party, makes an appeal 
to voters who are to the right 
of Sharon: "With Lieberman, a 
nation without Palestinians." 

It is more common to see 
campaign posters for Sharon or 
Lieberman in Jerusalem than in 
Tel Aviv, the country's secular 
center, where voters generally 
lean toward the left. 

On the streets outside Jeru 
salem's government center -
where the Knesset building is 
surrounded by the ministries, 
the Bank of Israel and the 
Supreme Court - a corrugated 
tin wall enclosing a parking lot 
under construction is covered 
with pirate posters declaring 
that Labor Par ty leader Amram 
"M itzna and Sharon are giving 
the Palestinians a state," making 
it "forbidden to give them a 
mandate ." 

It is unusual to sec Likud 
and Labor lumped together, par
ticularly when the two largest 
parties are engaged in a head-on 
battle for the nation's leader
ship. 

But this isn't an ordinary 
election: Many voters don't 
believe any particular party has 
a solution to the conflict with 
the Palestinians. 

W hat they are seeking, 
however, are answers to some 
of the country's other pressing 
problems. 

With the reigning Likud 
Party facing allegations of cor
ruption in its November prima
ries, and security and economic 
issues weighing heavily on many 
voters, the election campaign 
will include the trad itional fight 
between left and right, and will 
emphasize which of the smaller 
parties are "clean," said Sam 
Lehman-Wilzig, an expert on 
campaign tactics and a profes
sor at Bar Ilan University. 

"You can expect the entire 

country to be plastered not just 
with billboard ads, but with 
smaller posters and banners and 
pirate notices," he said. "Every
one's going to be focusing on 
the corruption business, so the 
bullets of propaganda will be 
flying all over and not just 
between the great divide of 
right and left." 

Evidence of this is already 
out there. 

In Tel Aviv, the faces of 
Sharon, Mitzna, fervently 
Orthodox Shas Party leader Eli 
Yishai and secular Shinui Party 
chair Tommy Lapid peer down 
at drivers from a billboard above 
an exit from the Ayalon High
way. Added to each of their 
faces is the well -known han
dlebar mustache worn by the 
leader of the workers rights One 
Nation Party, Amir Peretz. 

"Suddenly everyone has 
become Amir Peretz," the 
poster says about the man who, 
as head of the Histad rut Labor 
Union, fights for the rights of 
Israel 's public employees. 

Yishai, however, apparently 
did not want to "become" 
Peretz : The Shas leader asked 
the Central Election Com
mittee for a restraining order 
preventing One Nation from 
distributing the campaign 
poster. 

So far, he hasn't succeeded. 
But the ad has certainly caught 
peoples' attention. 

In order to appeal to a 
broader spectrum of voters, One 
Nation also opened a new cam
paign to target E nglish-speak
ing voters, saying it will fight 
parts of the new tax reform 
law that could harm W estern 
immigrants. It also is vowing 
to get new immigrants stipends 
fo r their disabled children, and 
to press the government to give 
pensions and medical insurance 
to elderly retirees who move to 
Israel. 

Yisrael Ba'Aliyah, the 
immigrant rights party headed 
by Natan Sharansky, also 
reached out to the English
speaking community on the tax 
reform. It also is appealing to 
right-wing voters disillusioned 
with the charges of corruption 
among Likud officials. 

T he party's slogan is: 
"Sharansky: Right. Sane. 
Clean." 

The secular and left-lean
ing Shinui Party also is playing 
up its clean image . The party, 
whose name means 'change ,' 
has the slogan, "For a change , a 
straight party." 

Polls currently show Shinui 
becoming the third largest 
party, after Likud and Labor. 

Back in Tel Aviv, the sec

See ELECTIONS. page 10 
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By Jessica Steinberg 
JTA - As the sun began 

to set Sunday afternoon, Israel's 
great white hope streaked into 
the winter sky. 

The occasion was a dress 
rehearsal of the Arrow anti 
missile system, which will be 
called on to protect Israeli cities 
if Iraq lashes out at Israel in the 
event of an American strike on 
Baghdad. 

On Sunday, the air force 
fired four Arrow missiles from 
the Palmachim base, south of 
Tel Aviv, west toward the sea. 
The exercise tested the Arrow's 
ability to dispatch several mis
siles simultaneously to different 
targets. 

Flights into Tel Aviv were 
temporarily suspended during 
the exercise, though there was 
no physical target: The incom 
ing "missiles" existed only on a 
computer screen. 

If the United States leads a 
war against Iraq this winter -
a growing possibility - Israel 
believes Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein may launch missiles at 
Israel, as he did in the 1991 
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AN ARROW MISSILE. part of an anti -miss ile system, is launched in 
a test off Israel's Mediterranean coast in central Israel, Sunday, Jan . 
5. 2003. The test launching of several Arrow missiles was described 
as a dress rehearsal for a possible attack by Iraq . 

Persian Gulf W ar. 
At the time, I raq fired 39 

Scud missiles at I srael, which 
tried to intercept them with 
U.S. - made Patriot missiles. 
H owever, that version of the 
Patriot could intercept income 
ing missiles only at lower alti 
tudes, and the Scuds caused 
damage and several casualties 
in Israel. 

This rime Israel has the 
Arrow - or Hetz, as it is known 
in H ebrew - made by a team 
of more than 100 Israeli engi 
neers and partially funded by 
the United States. It is consid
ered ·the most advanced missile 
de(ense system in the world. 

The Arrow can travel at 
nine times the speed of sound 
and intercept missiles more than 
30 miles from their targets. 

After the Gulf War, Israel 
and the United States invested 
$2 billion in the Arrow proj 
ect. Israel Aircraft Industries 
began working on a new system 
that would be able to detect and 
intercept incoming missiles at 
both low and high altitudes -
from as little as zero to hun
dreds of miles away- allowing 
the army to warn Israeli civil
ians, notify ground forces and 
intercept the missiles. 

Israel is located about 250 
miles from I raq, well within 
range of Saddam's arsenal of 
Scud and Al-Hussein missiles, 
which ca n travel about 400 
miles. 

D evelopment of the Arrow 
began before the Gulf W ar, 

Brian Hendfer/JTA 

during the late 1980s. The goal 
was to create a missile defense 
system that could "hit a bullet 
with a bullet," Levi sa id. 

What they created was 
something far more sophisti 
cated, a multi- layered system 
that uses American-made satel
lites to detect incoming missiles. 
The satellites send messages to a 
radar network known as Green 
Pine. 

The Green Pine radar 
screen can detect ihcoming mis
siles on its vir tual "fences" in 
the sky, and sends the in forma
tion to the Arrow's launch con
trol center. 

"It's not our war, and I have 
made it clear to the United 
States that we won't interfere," 
Defense Minister Shaul M ofaz 
said in a recent interview with 
the Israeli daily M a'ariv. "But 
if we're attacked during the 
action, we have all the right in 
the world to protect the citizens 
of the State ofl srael." 

Ministry officials say the 
threat of an Iraqi attack is lower . 
than it was in 1991, but M ofaz is 
concerned that the public might 
panic in response to reports 
about the threat. 

"Things are being pub
lished that aren't correct, and 
which create waves of panic 
among the citizenry," M ofaz 
told M a'ariv. "I can say with 
full confidence that Israel's cit
izens can rely on our defense 
system." 
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Southern Jews protect relics as group readies teachers 
By Andrew Muchin 

QTA) - The huge sanctu
ary of Temple Mishkan Israel, 
a red brick architectural trea
sure that graces the main street 
in Selma, Ala., is used only on 
the High Holidays or for spe
cial occasions. 

The 20-family Reform con
gregation usually worships in 
a multipurpose room past the 
dais. The services, conducted 
by corlgregants, take place every 
two months. 

One of the leaders, Ed 
Ember, shows visitors through 
the 103-year-old synagogue. 

"My title is last president 
and shammas," he says with a 
chuckle, referring to the person 
who takes care of the syna
gogue. 

Told that his statement 
seems more somber than amus
ing, he doesn't argue. 

"Yeah, it's sad," he acknowl
edges. 

In 1960, there were 167 
Jewish communities in the 
South, 98 of which had Jewish 
populations of between 100 and 
500 people. 

By 1997, that number had 
dropped to 141, with only 62 
communities averaging between 
100 and 500 Jews. 

Like many of the century
old congregations that dot smalJ 
cities throughout the Deep 
South, Mishkan Israel is pre
paring for its own demise. But 
al1 is not lost. 

Congregants plan to trans
fer ownership of the building, 
with its three prominent arches, 
two square turrets and large 
central dome, to the Goldring/ 
WoldenberginstituteforSouth
ern Jewish Life, based in Jack
son, Miss. 

The nonprofit institute 
evolved two years ago from the 
Museum of the SouthernJewish 
Experience, founded in 1986 
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outside Utica, Miss. Ir seeks to 
preserve Southern Jewish his
tory as it provides Jewish cul
tural , educational and rel igious 
opportunities for Jews across 12 
states. 

With the exception of a few 
larger cities such as Jackson, 
Miss., Memphis, Montgomery, 
Ala., and New Orleans, most 
Southern Jewish congregations 
lack a rabbi or trained educa
tor. Jewish education depends 
on the knowledge and availabil
ity of congregants. 

Hart is looking to hire an 
experienced educator and two 
younger educational fellows to 
introduce a common curriculum 
in 40 or 50 scattered places. 

The program is scheduled 
to begin next falJ in Alabama, 
Arkansas, Louisiana and M is
sissippi . 

First his educators will 
present the curriculum, devel 
oped in partnership with the 
Greater Chicago Foundation fo r 
Jewish Education, to a gather
ing of religious school teachers 
this summer. The material will 
include basic Jewish skills and 
concepts, concentrating on pan
Jewish needs for H ebrew 
competence, love of Israel and 
the understanding and practice 
of Jewish principles, H art 
explains. 

"Mine is more of a desire to 
participate in a Jewish lifestyle," 
he says. "I want the Jewish com
munity to quit fighting among 
itself' and develop a common 
curriculum, "like in the secular 
educational system." 

During the school year, the 
educator and fellows will travel 
to congregations two weekends 
per month to lead worship, read 
Torah, advise teachers and teach 
children and adults. Ideally, 54 
congregations will be covered 
in a nine-month school year. 

"At the end of the first 

Trent Lott's moment 
lifetime of negativity. As the 
Talmud says: "There are those 
who acquire their entire world 
in one moment." Imagine the 
opportunity. We work hard, 
expending time and energy to 
move our lives forward. Yet 
sometimes a person can wake 
up in the morning and find 
that their life has been going 
in the wrong direction. They 
feel helpless and overwhelmed. 
H ow will they crawl out of this 
abyss? 

With one word, one deed, 
we can turn it al1 around. 

Maimonides goes one step 

further: We should imagine the 
entire world as hanging in the 
balance, where any single action 
I make can tip the balance and 
bring the world to perfection. 

As Trent Lott learned, our 
relationships, career, and life 
itself is fragile and tenuous. 
Yes, the consequence of failure 
is great. But the reward of 
success, the Talmud tells us, 
is 500-fold. Our life is brim
ming with responsibility. Let's 
embrace it. 

Rabbi Sh raga Simmo11s, orig
i11ally from Buffalo, N ew York 
is now the Editor of aish.com in 
Jerusalem. 

year, you begin a climb. At the 
end of 10 years, you have Jewish 
literacy," H art says. 

H e hopes ultimately to hire 
fou r educators, each supervising 
three to four fellows, to cover 
12 Southern states. 

Hart also is looking to hire 
a rabbi, probably in 2003, to 
travel a circuit of synagogues to 
lead worship and provide edu
cational and pastoral services. 
Many of the congregations no 

- longer are large enough to war
rant a monthly visit by a student 
from one of the major rabbini
cal seminaries. 

The institute also operates 
its predecessor organization,-the 
Museum of the Southern Jewish 
Experience, located at the 

Henry S. Jacobs Camp outside 
Utica, Miss. Visitors from 
throughout the United States 
stop in to view the permanent 
exhibit on Alsatian Jewish 
immigration and settlement, 
examine Bill Aron's black- and
white photographs of Southern 
Jewry and view a dais that 
conta ins ritual objects gathered 
from defunct Southern syna
gogues. 

Most of Hart's time is 
occupied with fund raising. He 
has secured more than S5 mil
lion of the $13.5 million in 
endowment money that the 
institute wants to operate the 
full range of its programs. 

Hart says he has secured 
an additional Sl.5 million in 

operational funding to ensure 
institute staffing and program
ming for at least the next three 
years. 

George Copin, a leader of 
Temple B'nai Israel in Tupelo, 
Miss ., says he wants his son 
Elliott, 15, "to be happy and to 
marry a Jewish girl." 

Asked if that's likely to 
happen in Tupelo, Copin hes
itates. But his wife, Alice, 
quickly declares: "In order for 
him to sustain his Jewish iden
tity, he'll probably have to 
move ." 

Then again, if the insti
tute can bring sufficient Jewish 
resources to the Deep South 
quickly enough, he may not 
have to. 

Finkel , DiSanto, Forsythe, Sciuto & Martin, Inc. 

and 

Priest, Kort ick, DeMerchant & Brough Ltd. 

are pleased to announce 

the formation of 

The January I, 2003 merger wil l combine two longstanding 
Providence based accounting firms. The new firm wi ll continue 
to offer traditional audit, tax and advisory services and 
specialized areas including business valuation and litigation 
support. A separate personal financial planning division will 
provide clients with expertise in estate, insurance, investment 
and retirement planning. 

Both firms are known for the depth of their experience and 
quality of their accountant-client relationships. Partnering with 
clients to provide effective strategic planning and a strong 
dedication to superior service are their respective trademarks. 

DiSanto, Priest & Co. proudly continues th is tradition. 

OUR PARTNERS 

Lawrence D. Kortick, CPA, MST 

John J. Brough, Jr., CPA/ABV, MST 

Robert A. D'Amico, CPA, CFP®, MST 

Richard A. DeMerchant, CPA, CVA, MST 

David P. DiSanto, CPA, MST 

Martin I. Dittelman, CPA 

Thomas N. Forsythe, CPA, MST 

James Martin, CPA 

Burton H. Priest, CPA 

Frank T. Sciuto, CPNPFS, CFP®, MST 
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