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ON THE CASE: Gabriela Goldberg, of Cranston, investigates the 
clues at her table at the JCC Murder Mystery. Photo by Jonathan Rubin 

Murder a la carte at JCC 
By Jonathan Rubin 

It was supposed to be a 
fi ne even ing commemorating 
the opening of the H arry T 
Shapiro Museum of Talmudic 
Scholarship, but it ended up 
dripping in murder most fou l. 

Just as intended, of course. 
The Jewish Community 

Center of Rhode Island held a 
Murder Mystery Dinner The
ater on March 2. More than 100 
attended the affair, which had 
members of the Jewish com
munity trying to fi nd out who 

killed Mr. Shapiro, the presti
gious H ebrew scholar who was 
supposed to speak at the JCC 
that evening. Suspects from the 
Jewish community were numer
ous. Rabbi Wayne Franklin of 
Temple Emanu-El, his wife 
Anne, Alan Litwin, past pres
ident of the JCC, Linda Mit
tleman, longtime campaign 
volunteer for the Women's Alli
ance, ~nd others revealed clues 
th rough the course of the eve
ning as more crimes surfaced. 

U.S. Jews blamed for 
fighting 'Israel's war' in Iraq 
By Matthew E. Berger 

OTA) - A furor over 
comments by a U.S. lawmaker is 
highlighting the resurgent trend 
of blaming Israel and the Jewish 
community for the impending · 
war against Iraq. 

Six rabbis from northern 
Virginia have asked for the res
ignation of Rep. James Moran 

(D-Va.), after he told constitu
, ents last week that the Jewish 

community is behind the Bush 
administration's push for war. 

Moran is apologizing to 
the Jewish community, and was 
planning to meet with area 
rabbis later this week. 

While Moran's comments 
See ISRAEL'S WAR, page 9 

2003 CAMPAIGN UPDATE 
The Annual Community Campaign of the 
Jewish Federation of Rhode Island has 
reached nearly $4 million. An additional 
$300,000 is needed before March 31 to 
keep pace with last year. To make a pledge, 
please call 401-421-4111 . 

Jewish community responds to 
Warwick's nightclub disaster 

By Brian Kauffman 
As the entire Rhode Island 

community mobilized to cope 
with the tragedy in West War
wick, the Jewish community 
has been a part of the effort as 
well, from counseling to blood 

"We made a concentrated 
effort when it was needed," he 
said. Levenson was one of sev
eral congregants who made per
sonal visits to the victims. "It's 
not something we want public
ity for, we just do it. It's about 

"of Rabbis, received an early 
morning telephone call and was 
at the fire scene around 4 a.m. 
He quickly sought out victims 
and people needing assurance. 
The fact that he was a rabbi and 
those he counseled were likely 

to be non-Jews didn't drives to fundraising 
on behalf of the vie-
tims. 
Members from 
Temple Am David in 
Warwick, the con
gregation closest to 
the fire, mobilized 
quickly after hearing 
about the blaze, plac-

"I saw a lot of shock, a lot 
of disbelief, a lot of people in 
denial, and, unfortunately, a 
lot of people with false hope," 
- Rabbi Mark Jagolinzer 

make a difference. "I 
went to them," Kaun
fer said . "People were 
grateful to have 
someone reaching out 
to them." 

Rabbi Marc Jag
olinzer, of Temple 
Shalom in Middle-

ing volunteers at the victims 
resource center at the Crowne 
Plaza Hotel. Richa rd Leven
son, a volunteer with the Red 
Cross and member of Temple 
Am David's Housing Commit
tee, spent the weekend at the 
Crowne ready to help those 
needing assistance with services 
available in the Jewish commu
nity. 

being human. You answer the town is a member of the lnter-
call." said Am David's Cantor faith H ealthcare Ministry. H e 
Rick Perlman. visited hospitalized fire victims 

Am David also organized and counseled family members 
a blood drive during the week of those missing and presumed 
following the nightclub trag- dead. 
edy. _ "I saw a lot of shock, a lot 

Rabbi Alvan Kaunfer, of of disbelief, a lot of people in 
Temple Emanu-El and presi- denial, and, unfortunately, a lot 
dent of the Rhode Island Board 

See DISASTER. page 3 

The Jewish community joins with all Rhode 
Islanders in mourning the deaths of the West 
Warwick fire victims and in praying for the 
return to health of those who are injured. 

Condolences from Israel 
D ear friends, 

The people of Afula mourn with you 
the loss of so many innocent lives, in the 
nightclub fire in West Warwick. 

Please convey our deepest condo
lences and sympathy to the relatives of 
·the victims of that unimaginable and so 
painful tragedy. 

ltzhak Mirone 
Mayor of Afula 

Editor's note: Afula is Rhode Island's 
sister city in Israel through the 

Partnership 2000 program. 

To all of our friends in Rhode Island, 
We were saddened to hear the hor-

. rible news about the tragic fire which 
destroyed the Night Club in West War
wick and resulted in the loss of many 
lives and many severe injuries. 

Our thoughts and sympathies are 
with the people of Rhode Island during 
this difficult time. 

EshelFram 
Afula Regional Manager 

Orit Ancselovits, 
Assist. to the Regional Manager 

Donna Ron 
Living Bridge Coordinator 

Donations can be made to Station Nightclub Fire Relief Fund, 
clothe United Way. Call 440-0600. 
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For greater 
Rhode Island 
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Mar. 21 5:40 

Mar. 28 5:48 

Community Calendar 
Mar.15 

Perspectives Purim Ball 
8:00 p.m. Perspectives, the 

Jewish young adults group, will 
hold a Pu ri m costume ball and 
dance party at the Jewish C ommu
nity Center, E lmgrove Ave., Provi
dence. (see C ommunity, page 20). 

Mar. 16 
Chafetz Exhibit 
at Gallery 401 

New exhibit by the well- known 
artist, based on immigrant experi 
ences. (See C ommunity, page 18). 

Purim Celebration 
at B'nai Israel 

10 :30 a. m.-1:00 p.m, Congre
gation B'nai Israel in W oonsocket 
will be holding a Purim celebra
t ion. Games, prizes, food and the 
fa mous mask- making table. 

For more in formation call (401) 
762-3651 or log onto www.shalom
cbi .org 

Joint Purim Carnival at 
Torat Yisrael 

11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.: BBYO, 
USY, Torat Yisrael and Am D avid 
will hold a community Purim Car
nival in the social hall of Torat 
Yisrael, 330 Park Ave., C ranston. 
Over 17 booths, new games , face 
painting, etc. Advance tickets from 
Torat Yisrael or Am David are 
$ 7.00 each or $10 at the door fo r 
unlim ited games: Food and crafts 
are extra. (see Community, page 
17) . 

at Temple E manu-El. 99 Taft 
Avenue, P rovidence. 3_31-1616. 

Mar. 17 series begins 
Emanu-El Leisure Club 

"Life Stories" 
10 :00-10 :50 a.m. Paula A ck

erman Steinlauf; "M y Journey from 
G ermany." 

M ar. 24 ; Ceil Katz: "Leaving 
Germany for Argentina." Call 
331-1616 . . 

Congregations join for 
Purim Carnival 

Congregations Beth Sholom 
and O hawe Shalam are joining fo r 
thei r Puri m festivities. 

5 :00 p.m: Congregation O wahe 
Sholam; E as t Ave.; Pawtucket, will 
host a Purim Seudah (meal), a 
chicken or vegeta rian dinner. Cost 
is $10 per adu lt and S8 per ch ild 
over two. RSVP (401) 726-6633 
by Mar. 9. 

7:30 p. m.: Congregation Beth 
Sholom, corner of Rochambeau 
and Camp St., will hold its annual 
Purim carnival . H ot dogs and veg
etarian food will be sold. Adm is
sion is $2.00 

Mar. 18 
PURIM 

Purim Parade 
10:00 a. m.: Annual Purim 

Parade at corner of Elmgrove Ave. 
and Sessions St. Hosted by the 
New E ngland Rabbi nical College. 

Chabad Purim Feast 
For information or to reserve Varnum M emorial Armory, 

tickets call Beth Fine-Nelson at Main and Division; East Green-
(401) 785-1890. wich. • 

Mar. 17 
Habonim hamantashen 

holiday 
7:00 p.m. M egillah reading, 

costumes, hamantashen. Everyone 
is invited to join in the fun . Temple 
Habonim 165 N ew M eadow Rd., 
Barring ton - 245- 6536 . 

Emanu-El's annual 
Purim Parody 

Evening. "Purim Spiel," a musi
cal parody of the Purim story 

4:50 p.m. Megillah reading, 
5 :30 p.m. Full course buffet dinner 
to be served , plus entertai nment. 
(see Community, page 16). 

Israeli music-at Brown 
8:00 p.m. "H abrera H ativeet" 

concert. Israeli music on the Brown 
campus in Salomon 101. Admis
sion: $5 suggested for students, 
$15 for non-students. Tickets at 
the door or in advance by calling 
(401) 863-2805. (See Community, 
page 16). 

Get an additional 
copy of 

TheJEWISH VOICE & HERALD 

Providence: 
Barney's in Pawtucket 
Bread & Circus 
BrownlRISD Hi llel 
Coffee Exchange 
College Hill Bookstore 
East Side Marketplace 

1 East Side Prescription 
Kaplans Bakery 
Rhoda's Judaica 
Shaw's - North Main St. 
Swan Liquor 

Cranston: 
Barney's - Oaklawn Ave. 
Borders 
Rainbow Bakery 
Shaw's - Garden City 

Warwick: 
Dave's 
Shaw's - Ba ldhill Road (Rt. 2) 
Shaw's - Warwick Ave. 

Kingston: 
URI Hill el - Student Union 

Newport: 
Touro Synagogue 

Narragansett: 
Stop & Shop 

Middletown: 
Shaw's 

Wakefield: 
Wakefield Pharmacy 

Mar. 19 
Press Release Seminar 

Noon: The Jewish Voice & Herald 
will be holding a press release writ
ing seminar at the Jewish Fed
eration of Rhode Island. Repre
sentatives from synagogues, Jewish 
agencies and organizations are 
requested to attend . H osted by 
Yehuda Lev. 

Mar. 20 
Jewish Student . 
Gallery Benefit 

7:00 - 9:00 p.m. Jewish 
student artists from RlSD and 
Brown will display their artwork at 
The Tse Tse G allery, 101 Orange 
Street, D owntown Providence. 
Yarmulkazi klezmer band will per
form and students will provide 
poetry reading. Kosher wine and 
hors d 'oeuvres will also be served. 
The event is open to the public 
and is free of charge. All dona
tions wi!J benefit Providence Chil
dren al Risk th rough a special pro
g ram at The Tse Tse Gallery. Visit 
www.brownhillel.org for map and 
detai ls. 

Mar. 20 series begins 
Emanu- EI Leisure Club 
presents "Keeping Fit" 

10:00- 10 :50 a.m. Patr icia H ar-
wood, LICSW; "Your Emotional 
Well-Being" 

Mar. 27: D r. Jerrold Rosenberg, 
G eriatric Physician 

11:10 a.m.- 12:00 noon, each 
date , Cantor Richard Perlman will 
d iscuss "P irkei Avot- the E thics of 
the Fathers." 

March 14, 2003 

with quiet music, contemplation , 
and Jewish tradition. For informa
tion or babysitt ing call Jane Miz
rahi at (401) 245- 0027. 

All are invited and comfo rtable 
clothing is suggested. 

BBYO to honor 
David Hochman 

7:30 p.m. A dinner at Temple 
Torat Yisrael will honor H ochman 
for 25 years of service. (See Com
munity, page 19) . 

Mar. 23 
Hadassah to present 

immigrant story 
10:30 a.m. T he R.I. Chapter 

of Hadassah will present "Pass
port, Rhode Island" an explora
tion of Jewish immigrant life in 
R.I. by Michele Kei. M embers and 
community guests are invited. (See 
Community, page 24). 

Sinai Sisterhood talk on 
domestic violence 

10 :30 a.In. at Temple Si nai. T he 
Social Action committee and Sis
terhood will p resent Judy IG'}zel, 
director of Community Services 
for the E lizabeth Buffum C hace 
House, on recognizing and help
ing with the problem of abuse. Call 
942- 8350. 

Emanu-El's annual 
Purim Parody 

2:00 p.m. "Purim Spiel," a 
musical parody of the Purim story 
at Temple E manu- El. 99 Taft 
Avenue, Providence. 331-1616. 

Mar. 26 
'Diamond Stories' author 

Mar. 21 10:00 a.m.at Temple Beth-El; 
Orchard Ave., Providence. The 

Community Shabbat Rhode Island C hapter of H adas-
7,30 p.m. Annual UAHC com- sah, The Rhode Island Chapter of 

munity Shabbat worship at Temple the A ssociation ofJewish Libraries, 
Sinai, 30 H agen Ave., Cranston. and The Bureau of Jewish Educa
Call 942-8350. tion of Rhode Island Library Com-

mittee are jointly sponsoring a talk 
Mar. 22 by author Renee Shield on D ia

mond Ston·es, E nduring Change on 
Soulful Shabbat 47th Street. Contact Toby Rossner 

9:30 a.m. at Temple Habonim, at 521-5965 for information; email 
165 N ew Meadow Rd., Barrington, . tobyross@cox.net. 
will hold its next "Soulful Shab -
bat" service, a meditative worship 

Send us your 
Calendar Listin 

Send us your calendar listings, along with time, 
date & telephone number. Notices must be 
received 2 weeks prior to publication date. 

E-mail to: voiceherald@jfri.org; Fax to: 401-331-7961, 
or mail to: Jewish Voice & Herald, 130 Sessions St., 

Providence, RI 02906 - Attn: Calendar 

Briefs 12 National/ 

Classifieds 24 International 8-11 

Community 16-20 Obituaries 26-27 

Local News 3,8,15 Opinions 4-6 

Medical Arts 21 Simchas 25 
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From the Executive Vice -President 

Community as family 
It's the H ebrew month of Ada r. In fac t, in this, a leap year, 

we have Adar I & Adar II . Adar is my favo rite month of the year. 
Adar brings longer days and sunnier skies, with the 
promise of spring in the wings. 
Adar brings the joyous fes tival of Purim, when 
we can all be chi ldren, and masquerade as our 
favorite heroes or most dreaded enemies . Adar is 
the time that we feel close as a community, with the 
possibility of a surprise delivery of hamantashen at 
our front door. 

And, most important to me, Adar is the month of the birthday 
of my "Purim baby," Allison, who, unbel ievably, is turning 26 this 
year. I vividly remember her birth day and three days later, travel
ing with her across a state, to become the jewel of our fa mily. 

Joshua Karlin, our Director of Development, his wife, Bar
bara, and their son, D aniel, traveled this Adar to China to adopt 
their new daughter and sister, Nina Miriam Tuarizi. It reminded 
me of how un ique each of our families is! 

Some of my warmest family memories with Alli son in Pitts
bu rgh were Shabbats with a group of friends, birthdays with dear 
neighbors and Oneg Shabbats within a caring congregational com
munity. She saw her "real family" only once or twice a year. Com
munity was family. 

We aim to help bui ld a stronger community, an individual at a 
time, family-by- fami ly, neighborhood-by- neighborhood. Respect 
for differences in Jewish affi liation and identification, fa mily size 
and shape, level of observance and geographic choice are at the core 
of our community building efforts. It is our goal to reach each 
family where it is, through diverse fo rms of preschool education , 
celebrations in the marketplace, teen outreach to underserved com
munities. 

Join with your neighbors on Monday evening at one of the 
dozen readings of the M egillah throughout our region. Call me if 
you're looking for one nea r your home. And , smile . . .It 's Ada r! 

L'Shalom, 
Janet Engelhart 

Warwick disaster 
From page 1 

of people with false hope," he 
said . 

Rabbi Jagolinzer said that 
during and after a crisis people 
have a need to talk, so he listened, 
and said little. "Words are empty 
at a time like this," he said. "You 
can put an arm around a should.er, 
try holding a hand or letting them 
talk. You can be there for them, 
but you're letting them show you 
the way." 

"I was shown a lot of pictures 
ofloved ones," he said. 

This was notJagolinzer's first 
catastrophe; he received what 
he called "on the job training" 
for crisis counseling a few years 
ago when Egypt Air Flight 990 
crashed off the coast of New
port. 

As cases begin to move into 
court and victims seek relief and 
assistance, the focus has shifted 
from crisis care to rebuilding fami
lies and lives touched by the disas
ter. According to Erin Minior, 
interim Executive Director of 
Jewish Family Service, "Talking 
about it is the best thing to do. 
Ignoring the issue is the worst 
th ing. Our experience is that the 
real tragedy hits people after every
thing is settled, Right now people 
are in crisis mode. But usually 
three to six months after a loss is 
when they seek counseling." 

Jewish Family Service rushed 
a counselor to the fire scene 
that Friday morning and kept 
him there all day helping with 
crisis intervention. "We wanted 
to make sure that people were 
taking care of themselves and 
remembered to eat. . . A lot of 
people just needed someone to 
talk to." 

In addition, they are in the 
process of creating a community 
blood drive with the Jewish Com
munity Center and the Jewish 
Federation of Rhode Island in 
M ay. She added that burn patients 
who require skin grafts and pro
longed care still need blood. "So 
many people came forward . . . 
people just want to help out wher
ever they can." 

H arry Elk.in Midrasha Com
munity High School students 
contributed to the victims' fund 
being coordinated by United 
W ay. 

There have been spiritual as 
well as hands-on responses. Rabbi 
Kaunfer was present to read the 
23'' Psalm at the large commu
nity-wide memorial service a few 
days after the fire.During the 
Friday evening Shabbat Service 
of that tragic day, congregants 
at Temple Shalom and others 
throughout the state rose to say 
Kaddish for the fi re victims. 

Jewish Voice & Herald 

Iraq flight saved his parents' lives 
By Jonathan Rubin 

Sam Shamoon is a Rhode 
Islander. H e is the president of 
Temple Emanu-El, but his family 
didn't come to these shores from 
Eastern Europe or Germany. H is 
fami ly history started in Iraq. 

When Sam was- a youngster, 
his gra ndfather told him about 
when, back in 1917, Baghdad was 
40 percent Jewish. Shamoon said, 
"It had more than 100,000 Jews. 
It was a Jewish city - all the 
shops closed on Shabbat." 

to do so clandestinely. As soon 
as order was restored, the women 
and children in his family fled. It 
was 1941. 

Sam Shamoon 

3 

H owever, the richness and 
vibrancy of the Jewish community 
fell victim to an increase in anti 
Semitism, boosted by the influ
ence ofNazism in the early 1940s. 
Shamoon wasn't yet born when 
hundreds of Jews were slaugh
tered in the streets in Farhouds 
(Arabic for pogroms) and his par
ents, Joseph H aim and Leonie 
Shamoon, huddled inside a single 
house along with nearly 40 mem
bers of their extended fam ily. 
Trumped up charges, public 
lynchings and other cruelties were 
part of everyday life . . 

"Europe wasn't an option," 
he said, "and America was impos
sible," so they went to Bombay, 
where a relative lived. Brothers, 
sisters, uncles, cousins and elderly 
parents, 40 in all, took off secretly 
in a rickety plane that lacked a 
pressurized cabin. "T heir lips and 
fi ngers tu rned blue as they got 
into the air," he said. His father 
had fled separately by boat and 
arrived in Bombay with no idea 
about where to find his fam ily. 
H e asked strangers "Where do 
the Jews hang out?" and was soon 
connected to a group of Jewish 
clubs. This finally resulted in a 
reunion with the relatives. 

Shamoon's family had noth
ing with them but what they 
had been able to carry. H owever, 
they were fortuna te and soon got 
jobs because Jewish refugees were 
treated extremely well in India. 
It was in Bombay that Shamoon 
was born. He grew up there and 
at tended a Christian school run 
by Americans 

to Baghdad, but the rest of the 
fa mily never returned. "M y father 
wa nted to go back," he sa id. "H e 
loved the M iddle East ... the old 
lifestyle. One of his memories 
was catching fis h in the Tigris." 
In 1957, when Shamoon was 12, 
the fam ily moved to I ran, so 
his father could sta rt a new busi
ness. A large Iraqi Jewish popula
tion lived there, includ ing many 
people his family knew while 
living in Bombay. 

Shamoon fi nds it ironic that 
"they hated the Jews, but they 
didn't want them to leave, either." 
Those who wanted to leave had 

When things calmed down 
in Iraq, one brave uncle returned 

At 18, he went to Tufts Uni
versity, where he met his future 
wife, Linda. "I wanted a W est-

See SHAMOON. page 15 

Fly EL AL n on s top from JFK or -Newark, s tay at 
a top-value h o te l fo r 5 nights and enjoy an Israeli 
buffe t breakfas t every day. 

Any companion can enjoy the same package. 

OR 

Fly EL AL nonstop from JFK or N ewark to Israel. 

To upgrade to a deluxe hotel, add up to $200 for the 5 nights. Participating hotels include: 
the Dan Panorama, the Carlton / lnbal, the Crowne Plaza, 
the David Intercontinental/ David Citadel and the Prima. 

These air and /or hotel packages are also available at a really low surcharge from 
other EL AL gateway cities: Chicago, Miami, and Los Angeles. 

For flights, call your travel agent or EL AL at 800-223-6700 or 212-768-9200. 
For air/hotel packages, call 800-EL AL SUN. 

www.elal.com 

Staying longer? Your Israeli friends or family can have their own room at 
a 50''.lo savings with Israel's Family Ties program. Call 888-77-Israel.* 
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as a Condition for New U.S. Loan Guarantees 
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