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HEBREW ACADEMY —The Chabad Hebrew Academy of San Diego was scorched by the wild fires
which swept California last week. All 20 classroom trailers were destroyed. Photo by Rabbi Yisroel Goldstein

L.A. Jews struggle with wildfires

By Tom Tugend

JTA — By phone, e-mail
and word-of-mouth, the bad
news kept piling up at
Congregation Emanu Elin San

Bernardino, Calif. The homes

of six member families had
been burned to the ground
in the devastating wildfires
sweeping across Southern Cali-
fornia. Another 30-40 families
from the congregation had been

By Mary Korr

Providence Mayor David
N. Cicilline, 42, may be the
first Jewish mayor in the city’s
history, he’s not sure. But
he’s probably the first Italian/

PROVIDENCE Mayor David N. Cicilline.

A visit to City Hall

Providence mayor rooted in his Jewish heritage
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Jewish one. The mayor is the
son of John “Jack” and Sabra
(Peskin) Cicilline. Among his
four siblings (three sisters and
one brother), he’s the only one
to practice Judaism.

See MAYOR, page 12

forced to evacuate their homes,
and no one knew the where-
abouts of eight other families.
Rabbi Douglas Kohn, spiri-
tual leader at the Reform con-
gregation, was at the point of
utter exhaustion. “I haven’t
slept more than 10 hours since
Shabbat,” he said last week.

“I can see the tall flames
from my study. Embers, soot
and ashes are falling on the syn-
agogue and we can't use the air
conditioning. We have evacu-
ated our Torah scrolls and orig-
inal Marc Chagall paintings.
One of our members, an officer
in the fire department, is on the
fireline, and our Jewish police
chief is also in action.”

“Every one of our 420 fami-
lies is out helping others. Every-
one is concerned about everyone
else,” Kohn said.

Emanu El is the only syn-
agogue in San Bernardino, a
city of 185,000 people some 60
miles east of Los Angeles. The
shul also is believed to be the
oldest in California, in contin-
uous operation since 1851.

At least 22 people had
been killed by the region’s 10
major wildfires. So far, San
Bernardino and its surround-
ings have been hardest hit,

See FIRES, pae 12

Did you know...

e 47 members of
our Rl Jewish com-
munity are going to
Israel next week,
along with over
3,000 other North
American Jews. See
story page 3

e Over 1 million
individuals from the
former Soviet Union
have made aliyah
since 1990.

* For more informa-
tion about how you
make the difference,
turn to the back

page.

Inside...

NORMAN M. FAIN —
Providence philanthropist
and community leader
passes away at 89.

See Page 3

$1 MILLION DONORS —
Gary and Mynde Siperstein
have donated a million dol-
lars to the JSA.

See Page 19
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TOLERANCE TRAINING — Police recruits watch a film on Nazi pro-

.~

paganda at the Rhode Island Holocaust Memorial Museum last
week, as part of a training session held on race relations and toler-
ance. The program was first developed at the Holocaust museum

in Washington, D.C.

Photo by Jonathan Rubin

Recruits learn tolerance
from a lesson on hate

By Jonathan Rubin

After 20 weeks of rigorous
physical and mental exami-
nations training en route to
becoming Rhode Island police
officers, 55 recruits assembled at
the Jewish Community Center
on October 24  for a lesson
from an unlikely place — Nazi
Germany.

A program to use the moral
failures of the Gestapo in the

1930s and 40s to teach modern-
day police officers about reli-
gious tolerance, racial profiling
and hate crimes has been used
for years by the U.S. Holocaust
Memorial Museum with more
than 15,000 recruits in the
Washington, D.C. area. How-
ever, the event in Providence
marked the first time this proj-
ect was taken on the road.

See RECRUITS, page 11
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Community Calendar

Nov. 8

Evening of Jewish
Renaissance

7 p.m. Jewish Community
Center, 401 Elmgrove Ave., Prov-
idence. Dr. James & Judge Mar-
jorie Yashar Evening of Jewish
Renaissance. ~ Celebration of
Jewish learning and culture.
Community informational shuk.
Music by The Sounds of Simcha.
Free. Open to the public.

PHDS Scholar-in-residence

Providence Hebrew Day
School scholar-in-residence Shab-
baton with Rabbi Asher Wade.
Refreshments, babysitting. Free.
For more information, call

331-5327, ext.18.

Nov. 9

Tamarisk open house

1-4 p.m. The Phyllis Siper-
stein Tamarisk Assisted Living
Residence is holding an open
house for visitors at 3 Shalom
Drive, Warwick. For more infor-
mation, call 732-0037 or visit
www.tamariskri.org.

Russian chamber music

2 p.m. Jewish Community
Center, 401 Elmgrove Ave., Prov-
idence. Concert of Russian cham-
ber music with violinist Steven
Starkman and pianist Brandt
Fredrickson. $10, $8 for seniors
and children under 12. For addi-
tional information, call 861-8800,
ext. 108.

Temple Torat Yisrael
prayer workshop

10 to 11 a.m. 330 Park Ave.,
Cranston. Adult workshop on
Jewish prayer, and the basics of
liturgy and ritual. Free. For more
information, call 785-1800.

Nov. 12

Troen to speak on Palestine
7:30 p.m., Wilson Hall,

room 302, Brown University. S.
Ilan Troen, professor of Israel
Studies at Brandeis University
and of modern history at Ben-
Gurion University will speak on:
“Was the Jewish colonization of
Palestine legitimate?” Sponsored
by the Program in Judaic Studies
and Brown Hillel. See commu-
nity.

Russian-Jewish

author reading

7 p.m. Books on the Square,
471 Angell St., Providence. Dr.

;\\'nn,f,’
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Calendar Listin

Send us your calendar listings, along with time,

David Shrayer-Petrov will dis-
cuss his new book, Jonah and
Sarah. For more information, call

331-9097.
Hebrew crash course

7:15 p.m. at the Chabad
CHALI Center of West Bay, 3871
Post Road, Warwick. Part of
the Read Hebrew American pro-
gram. Learn how to follow syna-
gogue services, be more involved
in your children’s Jewish educa-
tion, or enhance your own ties to
Judaism. Six hour-and-a-halfles-
sons. Free. RSVP at 884-7888.

Nov. 13-23

“Driving Miss Daisy”

7:30 p.m. on Nov. 13. The
Jewish Theatre Ensemble and
Mixed Magic Theatre & Cul-
tural Events present “Driving
Miss Daisy” at the Jewish Com-
munity Center (JCC), 401 Elm-
grove Ave., Providence. Tickets:
$12, $10 for seniors and children
under 12. Call 861-8800, ext. 189
to reserve tickets. The show will
also be performed Nov. 15 at 8
p-m., Nov. 16 at 2 p.m., Nov. 20
at 7 p.m. (with discussion by play-
wright Alfred Uhry); Nov. 22 at
8 p.m. and Nov. 23 at 2 p.m.

Nov. 13
Hanukkah workshop

7-9 p.m. Bureau of Jewish
Education (BJE) Hanukkah
workshop for educators. Bureau
staff will present hands-on cre-
ative techniques to deepen stu-
dents’ understanding of the
holiday. For all grades. For
information, call Larry Katz at
331-0956 or lkatz@bjeri.org.

Two authors on aging

7 p.m. Renee Shield and
Stanley Aronson, authors of Aging
in Today's World: Conversations
Between an Anthropologist and a
Physician, will speak on the impact
age has had in their lives and
work, at Books on the Square,
471 Angell St., Providence. For
more information, call 331-9097.

Nov. 15

Temple Shalom showing
Hester Street

7 p.m. 223 Valley Rd., Mid-
dletown. Hester Street, the story of
Eastern European Jewish immi-
grants to the lower East Side of
New York City in 1896. Dis-
cussion facilitator will be Dr.

Jeffrey Martin, Roger Williams

X
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date & telephone number. Notices must be
received 2 weeks prior to publication date.
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University professor of theatre.
For information, call 846-9002
or visit www.templeshalomri.org.

Nov. 16

JCC brunch, book fair

All day. Family brunch, 11
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Jewish Com-
munity Center, 401 Elmgrove
Ave., Providence. Youth basket-
ball league begins at noon. Play,
“Driving Miss Daisy” at 2 p.m.
From 4 to 5:30 p.m. in senior
adult lounge, discussion with
Peter Duffy, author of The Bie/-
ski Brothers: The True Story of
Three Men Who Defied the Nazis,
Saved 1,200 Jews, and Built a
Village in the Forest. RSVP to
Lyn or Gina at 861-8800.

JCC fall open house

2 to 4 p.m. on Sunday, Nov.
16 and 7 to 9 p.m. on Monday,
Nov. 17. Early childhood fall
open house at the Jewish Com-
munity Center, 401 Elmgrove
Ave., Providence. For more infor-
mation, call Shirley at 861-8800,
ext. 130, or visit www.jccri.org.
Woonsocket Jewish book fair

10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Congrega-
tion B'nai Israel, 224 Prospect St.,
Woonsocket. Children’s Jewish
book fair with a wide variety of
books for all ages, as well as
games, videos, and CDs. For
more information, call 762-3651.

Perspectives brunch

11:30 a.m. Plainville, Mass.
Perspectives, a group for young
adult Jews, will hold a brunch
for new members. $10, $5 by
bringing someone new, free to
new members. RSVP by Tues-
day, Nov. 11. For more info, call
Tavlin, 861-8800 ext. 205, or
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tavlin@jccri.org.
Historical Association
meeting

2 p.m. Temple Beth-El
Orchard Ave, Providence. Prof.
Renee Shield of Brown University
will discuss her recent book on
the diamond industry, Diamond
Stories: Enduring Change on 47th
St. For information, call Anne at
331-1360.

Talmud studies for women

7 p.m. Chabad Chai Center,
3871 Post Rd., Warwick. Indi-
vidualized Havruta study with
instructors from the Chaya
Mushka Teacher’s Seminary,
Montreal. Call 884-7888.

Nov. 18
Teaching Israel workshop

6 to 8 p.m. BJE/RI Teaching
Israel Workshop mini-series for
educators. For information, con-
tact Larry Katz at the BJE/RI at
331-0956 or lkatz@bjeri.org

Nov. 19
Family story hour

7 p.m. BJE- sponsored family
story hour at Border Books and
Café, Cranston and Attleboro
locations. Milk, cookies, story and
discussion. For more information,
call Robin Kauffman at 331-0956
or Rkauffman@bjeri.org

Nov. 21
Sinai seniors

11:30 a.m. at Temple Sinai,
Hagan Ave., Cranston. Sparkle
Bryant of Roger Williams Park
will speak on Roger Williams.
Brown bag lunch, dessert and
drinks provided. For more infor-
mation, call 461-6124.

Correction:

Stephanie Zaidman Scholarship

Jewish Women.
Elsie Ableman was incorrect

newborn Jack Everett Kanefsky, s

Clarification:

In a quote in last week’s story

ing is the complete quote:

propriate.”

In the Oct. 10 issue of the Voice & Herald, the following
line of text was partially incomplete from the obituary of Doris
Zaidman: Contributions may be made to the Stephanie Zaidman
Home Care Endowment Fund c/o Jewish Family Service or the

10 issue. We apologize for any inconvenience
In the Oct. 10 issue, Max Robert Kanefsky, older brother of

sky, was accidentally listed as Robert. We regret the error.

day school, the final portion of a Partnership resolution regarding
the Orthodox community was inadvertently omitted. The follow-

“We also recommend that while working to establish a com-
munity day school, the Rhode Island Jewish community honor
its commitment to meeting the educational needs of those in the
Orthodox community for whom such a school is regarded as inap-

Fund c/o National Council of

ly spelled Abelman in the Oct.

on of Stuart and Karen Kanef-

about the proposed community

You may pick up a copy of

Providence: Epoch on BI
Barney'’s in Pawtucket Laurelmead
Bread & Circus

Brown/RISD Hillel

Coffee Exchange, Shaw’s No.

College Hill Bookstore Swan Liqyor
East Side Marketplace East Providence:

East Side Prescription Town Wine
Epoch on the Eastside Cranston:

Miriam Hospital
Judaic Traditions

The Voice & Herald at:

ackstone Barney’s, Borders
Phred’s Pharmacy
Rainbow Bakery
Shalom Apartments
Shaw'’s, Garden City
Call 421-4111 for loca-
tions in Warwick,
Kingstown, Narragan-
sett & Wakefield

Main St.
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Community mourns loss of Norman Fain

Philanthropist, executive, husband and father was a man for all seasons

With Staff reports

Philanthropist and business
executive Norman M. Fain, 89,
the longtime chairman of the
Teknor Apex Company in Paw-
tucket and the former president of
the Apex department stores, died
Saturday, Nov. 1, at the Miriam
Hospital.

Although frequently humble
about his accomplishments in
both the business and private sec-
tors, Fain was literally a “commu-
nity builder,” and raised funds for
building campaigns for numerous
religious, educational and med-
ical organizations, in addition
to being a member of countless
boards and committees.

He is survived by his wife,
Rosalie (Brandower) Fain; two
daughters, Wendy Feldman of
Needham, Mass., Martha Rob-
erts of Barrington; and one son,
Jonathan Fain of Barrington, and

! seven grandchildren:

“He was one of God’s own
gentlemen,” said Rabbi Leslie
Gutterman of Temple Beth-El
in Providence, Fain’s rabbi and
a close friend. “He had every
reason to be bloated with pride,
but that wasn’t the case. We'll
never know all the seeds of good
that he sowed in his lifetime.”

Fain was a major benefactor
in the construction of Beth-El,
where his funeral was held, and
the large sanctuary with vaulted
ceilings bears his name. In his
eulogy, Gutterman compared
Fain to the room itself — grand
and yet grounded, austere and yet

i accessible. He said that Fain and

his wife were a true unit through-
out all of life’s blessings and chal-
lenges.

He was praised for his numer-
ous acts of generosity that were
known, and many other anony-
mous ones which will never be
known. “He was a doer,” said
Victor Baxt, a longtime friend
and a business partner. “He felt
that if you wanted things done,

Brown University, the Rhode
Island School of Design, which
bestowed on him the President’s
Fellow Award in 1981 for his
leadership; the Rhode Island
Foundation, the University of
Rhode Island Foundation, which
awarded him an honorary doc-
torate in business in 1967; The
Providence Journal, The Jewish
Federation of Rhode Island, and

‘He was one of God’s own gentlemen.’ }
— Rabbi Leslie Gutterman \

you didn’t tell people to do them,
you did them yourself.”

It was this philosophy, Baxt
said, that led his friend into
involvement with his community.
But for all his public service, Fain
stayed out of the limelight and
kept his presence low key, Baxt
added. The work and its impact

were reward enough.

Leader in medicine, arts,
education

Fain was a deeply religious
man who devoted his life to public
and private service. He was presi-
dent of the Miriam Hospital from
1971 to 1975, when it became a
teaching affiliate of Brown Uni-
versity’s program in medicine.
For his vision, Brown conferred
on him a distinguished service
to medical education award. In
addition, the health center at the
hospital was named in honor of
Fain and his wife of 56 years.

Fain served on the boards
of many charitable and educa-
tional organizations, including

Temple Beth-EL

Fain also served as director of
the Rhode Island Hospital Trust
Co.

In his quiet way, he was also
a mentor to a young rabbi who
trusted Fain’s moral compass like
no other. “For many years I would
not make major decisions with-
out discussing them with him,
but not because he tried to force
his opinions on me,” said Gutter-
man. “I had the utmost respect
for his instincts and his intellect,
and also his humanity.”

Fain was born in Providence
in 1914, the son of the late
Alfred A. and Elizabeth (Stone-
man) Fain. He graduated from
the University of Rhode Island.
His career was spent in the family
business, which his father started
in 1924; it was then called the
Apex Tire and Rubber Co. As
technology changed, Apex Tires
shifted its focus from rubber tires
to plastics and chemicals and Fain
took over as chairman in 1968.

Federation, Hebrew Day
launch trips to Israel

| ByJonathan Rubin

Israel is calling, and Amer-
ica is answering. Two “missions”
to Israel, one planned by the
Jewish Federation of Rhode
Island (JFRI), and one by the
Providence Hebrew Day School,
will be leaving shortly on tightly
packed missions of solidarity.

The JFRI mission brings 47
travelers to Israel next week for
a 10-day journey, from Nov. 11
to 21. The JFRI holds numerous
trips, every year or every other
year, to give people a chance to
visit Jerusalem and other spiri-
tual, political and cultural loca-
tions together. This year’s trip
marks the largest organized one
by Rhode Island Jewry since Isra-
el’s 50th anniversary five years
ago, and contains both first-tim-
ers and veteran travelers, such as
Dr. Gus Schlessinger, who is on
his 22" visit to Israel.

“Federation trips give me an
opportunity to see Israel from
the inside out,” said Selma Stan-
zler, of Riverside. She has been to
Israel 12 times and has attended
eight Federation missions. She
said the trips “refuel my jets and
re-enforce my dedication to the
Jewish community and why I do
what I do. Israel is a living mira-
cle and it is important to see the
miracle for yourself.”

This year’s trip is also sig-
nificant because it brings over
3,000 other Jews to a three-day
mega-caucus in Jerusalem, known
as the General Assembly of the
United Jewish Communities, the
umbrella organization of the
North American Jewish Federa-
tions.

The itinerary will also include
reunions with Rhode Islanders
living in Israel, trips to Jaffa,
Ra’anana and Afula, Rhode

Island’s sister city in Israel. The
group will also visit Indepen-
dence Hall in Tel Aviv, where the
State of Israel was proclaimed,
The Museum of the Diaspora,
ruins of ancient Jewish commu-
nities, Judean vineyards, a visit to
the Western Wall, walking tours
of Jerusalem and other activities.

Hebrew Day trip-

The Providence Hebrew Day
School also announced its first
family mission to Israel, to take
place Dec. 24 through Jan. 4,
2004. The school secured a
$20,000 mission grant from the
JFRI to assist with the trip, which
the school hopes to make an
annual event.

Because the trip coincides
with Hanukkah, mission-goers
will be able to light the seventh
Hanukkah candle at the Western

See ISRAEL TRIP, page 6

He also assumed leadership of
his family’s other company, Apex
Inc., the former discount depart-
ment store chain based in Paw-
tucket, and served as a principal
at the former Tower Iron works
in Providence.

Fain was a member of the
University Club in Providence,
the Ledgemont Country Club in
Seekonk and the Governors Club
in West Palm Beach, Fla.

He was the brother of the late
M. Edgar Fain, Irving J. Fain,
Selma Robinson and Janet Wald-
man.

His funeral was held Monday
at Temple Beth-El in Providence.
Burial was in Temple Beth-El
Cemetery, Reservoir Ave., Provi-
dence.

Contributions in his memory
may be made to the Stroke

Norman M. Fain

Center at the Miriam Hospital,
164 Summit Ave., Providence,
RI 02906 or the Norman M.
Fain Memorial Fund at Temple
Beth-El, 70 Orchard Ave., Prov-
idence, RI 02906.

5
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J'i:ééoard of Trustees, the officers
and tf;e staff of The Miriam Hospital
mourn the loss of Norman M. Fain
Community Leader,
Pioneering Businessman,

Philanthropist and Friend

Alan M. Gilstein, Chairman,
The Miriam Hospital Board of Trustees
Benjamin G. Paster, Chairman,
The Miriam Hospital Foundation Board of Trustees
Kathleen C. Hittner, MD, President & CEO,
The Miriam Hospital

The Miriam Hospital

A Lifespan Partner

Fall River Jewish Home
538 Robeson St., Fall River, MA 02720

A kosher skilled nursing facility
providing complete rehabilitative
services and spiritual support.

Respite Care Available

Conveniently located
only 20 minutes from Providence

For more information call
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Opinion

utside, in the San Fer-
nando Valley, the temper-
ature is 102 degrees and
the natives are complaining that they have
not seen rain since Noah sailed away on
his Ark. The leaves are still green but pic-
tures of burning houses and palm trees
lead the TV evening news and dominate
the front pages of the. Los Angeles Times.

All of this, while of
great interest to meteo-
rologists and insurance
adjusters, is of minor
importance to  your
observer who is visiting
the City of the Angels
to check out the newest
member of the clan,
seven days old as of this
writing. I can report that
he has all of the neces-
sary parts and that those
involved with sucking and screaming are
in perfect working order.

I am not so experienced a grandfather
that I can give much advice to my daugh-
ter and son-in-law, but I do have parental
experience, mostly of the kind that serves

Yehuda
Lev - ..

A MajoriTy oF ONE
Takes more than a Dr. Spock to solve some dilemmas

as a warning not to repeat my mistakes.
My oldest son, now 44, was a year old and
living in Jerusalem when he awoke at two
in the morning with an attack of asthma. I
did have the presence of mind to take him
into the shower and let the steam clear his
passages and he repaid my thoughtfulness
by falling asleep.

But I was now wide awake and ner-
vous-and turned for solace to that bible of
mid 20th-century parenting, Dr. Spock.
Under “asthma, first year” or some such
title, his first suggestion was “Call the
doctor.” So I called.

“Dani had an asthma attack.”

“Put him in the shower and let him
breathe in the steam.”

“I did that.”

“So what’s happening?”

“He’s fallen asleep.”

“So why did you call me?”

“Well, Dr. Spock says...”

The sentence that followed, just before
the receiver slammed down, cannot be
printed in a family newspaper.

This is not the kind of advice that is
particularly helpful to new parents but it is
the best I can do on short notice.

Unbeknownst to him, the young man
has already appeared in these pages, albeit
by proxy, since I wrote here about his par-
ent’s wedding some months ago. At the
time, several readers took me to task for
not being properly upset that a daughter
of mine, born in Jerusalem, was marrying
a gentile who was not considering con-
version. Well, to add to my list of sins
of omission, he was circumcised, but by
a doctor, not a mohke/. When I raised the
issue, my daughter pointed out that if
she insisted on a &riz milah, her husband’s
family might well ask for a christening,
which pretty well ended the discussion.

There was general agreement among
my critics that I should have tried to talk
my daughter out of marrying a non-Jew.
In my defense, I pointed out that one does
not successfully tell a 42-year-old woman
who she is to marry. One critic pointed out
that Jews used to sit shivah, as though the
child had died. I thought to myself that
Jews also used to stone adulterers, but we
seem to have done away with that custom.

My most critical reader was upset
when I mentioned that my second daugh-
ter intends to marry a young man who is
converting to Judaism via the Conserva-
tive system. This, she felt, meant that both
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daughters were marrying out, the implica-
tion being that a Conservative conversion
is freyf. 1 thought to myself that even in
Orthodoxy the definition of #7eyfis elastic;
one rabbi’s Aecksher is another rabbi’s abom-
ination — and don't ask about conflicting
attitudes towards Zionism.

You will note that I have refrained
from mentioning the newcomer’s name.
When my oldest son was born, I published
notices in the Jerusalem Post and Haaretz,
giving his name and inviting friends and
family to the ériz. That's how you did
things in those days, when few people had
private phones. Well, I caught hell from
everyone for having made his name public
before the eighth day. Apparently it had
something to do with the dangers posed
by the evil eye. Today, he is a nuclear phys-
icist doing cancer research, so it doesn’t
seem to have harmed him. But if you
think I am taking that chance again with
a seven-day-old grandson, forget it. Far be
it from me to defy the traditions hallowed
by our elders.

Yehuda Lev, a regular columnist, is a
retired journalist who has worked in Europe,
Israel and the United States. He lives in
Providence.

VIEWPOINT.

Anti-Semitic incidents leave a lasting, bitter taste

By Howard Lisnoff

Two recent incidents of anti-Semitism
at the University of Rhode Island literally
hit home for me. Let me preface the fol-
lowing remarks by noting that I don’t view
myself as a victim, but must agree with
Victor Nussbaum of URT’s Hillel organi-
zation when he states that the freshman
who found a swastika and anti-Semitic
slogans in her dorm room was “trauma-
tized.” Robert Leikind, executive director
of the Anti-Defamation League of New
England, speaking of the incidents at URI,
said that they make victims feel “vulner-
able.”

The level of anti-Semitism in the U.S.
is sometimes difficult to gauge. Often,
anti-Semitism is, in part, a reflection of
the political situation in the Middle East.
Other times it can be a mirror of domestic
issues, such as economics. To some degree,
anti-Semitism reflects age-old prejudices
that have lessened somewhat over the
past 60 years. Jews in the U.S. are not a
monolithic group: they represent all socio-
economic levels and have generally been
accepted into the larger fabric of this soci-
ety. The college or university campus
needs to be—in fact is the ideal place—
where education overcomes prejudices.
But, this is not always the case, as can be
seen from the incidents at URI and the
writing that follows.

Intolerance, in general, may reflect
our Puritan past where “the other” was
seen as threatening. Each successive group
of immigrants that has come to this coun-
try has had to fight for acceptance against
prejudices.

Just over two years ago, I went out for
what I expected would be an uneventful
evening walk with our family’s dog. Our
son had graduated from college the week-
end before and we were preparing a party

owned was more than a nuisance, as it was
confined in a nearby yard and left barking
for hours on end. I made a simple request
that that family take the dog in after a
period of time so that the incessant bark-
ing could be minimized. The answer to
my request was continued unabated bark-
ing.

After several more weeks, I decided
to call the animal control officer and com-
plain. He gave the family a written warn-

The college or university campus needs to be—in fact is the ideal
place—where education overcomes prejudices. But, this is not
always the case as can be seen from the incidents at URI and the

writing that follows.

to celebrate the event the next day with
family, friends and neighbors.

As I was about to cross the street,
I noticed a lone figure about twenty-five
feet away enveloped in fog. The person
was also out walking a dog. Suddenly, the
figure stopped abruptly and turned men-
acingly in my direction with shoulders and
arms extended as if anticipating trouble.

A digression for the purpose of expla-
nation: nearly 10 years ago I visited
a “neighbor’s” house because my family
found that the barking of a dog this family

ing after several visits to their home failed
to produce any positive results. The reader
might conclude at this juncture that this
intervention would put an end to this fairly
benign event, but this is far from what
would happen.

Within days of the officer’s visit,
the barking dropped dramatically. But
of course, a price would be exacted for
that compliance. First, the neighbor would
stand in a rigid position with a menacing
glare in his eyes when we met walking our

dogs. That behavior was followed by his
attempts to intimidate me by driving his
car close to me as I walked in the neigh-
borhood. Next, there were statements such
as “I'll take care of you,” made when no
one was there as a witness. Those behav-
iors would pale, however, compared to our
encounter on the night before our son’s
party.

The figure began to draw closer
through the fog and I recognized it as
my neighbor. He began to walk around
me. “Well?” was all T spoke. “I'd like to
beat you up,” were the words growled in
response to my simple question. The next
words that were uttered I could not have
anticipated as he walked away toward his
house.

“You stinking Jews should have all
been killed by Hitler.”

When I returned to my house, I called
the police and reported the incident and
followed up by filing the report in writing
later that evening at the police station.
The next day I reported the incident to our
lawyer and called the Boston office of the
B’nai Brith’s Anti-Defamation League to
log the incident with that organization.

In the two years since the incident, my
neighbor has disappeared from the route
on which we would cross while walking
our dogs. When he passes me in his car he
makes every effort not to make eye con-
tact.

When events are reported like those
that happened recently at URI, I think
back to the fog-shrouded evening of two
years ago and wonder what the proper
place of tolerance is in a community.

Howard Lisnoff is a freelance writer who
lives in Narragansett.




November 7, 2003 Jewish Voice & Herald

5

Converts keepers

of the new faith

By Cary Eichenbaum

After 37 and a half years on the East
Side of Providence’s shzet/ or ghetto, where
all of the area’s present and former Jewish
residents are either friends, relations or
related to their friends, I thought I had
seen it all Jewishly. But last spring at
Temple Emanu-El, I had the opportunity
— and great pleasure — to witness some-
thing I had never seen before in my
beloved religion. Seven women and one
man converted to Judaism at the syn-
agogue, with Rabbis Wayne Franklin,
Alvan Kaunfer and Andrea Gouze officiat-
ing. A dear friend, Katherine “Katie” Rich-
man, a delightful woman who received
her doctorate from Brown University on
Memorial Day, was among this octet. For
me, someone who has experienced every-
thing the Jewish faith has had to offer,
including dancing at all different types
of simchas, studying texts of the most
learned sages of all time, and worship-
ping in some of Europe’s most awe-inspir-
ing synagogues, these two hours at the
temple were some of the most contented
and joyous I have ever spent as a Jew.

I'was heartened by the intense, whole-
hearted desires. of each member of this
eight-person group to become good and
respectful Jews. They will keep their new
religion’s commandments, dietary laws,
observe the holidays and raise many happy
and healthy Jewish children. Each had to
pass rigorous tests and requirements just
to make it to the simah of the Temple, per-
haps leading some to question, at times, if
it was all “worth it.” All had to fulfill the
laws of Mikwvah (ritual bath), in addition,
they had to pass a difficult exam before
they could be accepted into their faith.
Nobody, (born Jewish or otherwise) can
question their commitment to becoming
Jewish, or their belief in their new faith.

The Hebrew calendar includes Yom
Hashoah (Holocaust Commemoration
Day), and we recently observed the 60
anniversary of the Warsaw Ghetto upris-
ing, where a small group of doomed Jewish
fighters held off the mighty Nazi war
machine for six weeks in one of the most
heroic acts in mankind’s history. But for
the most part in the past, the Jewish nation
has suffered deplorably. In these despica-
ble acts — and many others — in our peo-
ple’s lineage, Jews were hanged, burned
alive, shot and herded into gas chambers
and ovens for the sole reason of their reli-
gion. Nazis and Ukrainians in Babi Yar
made no distinction if a person had one
Jewish parent, grandparent or even great-
grandparent. To them, that made one a
Jew, and that meant certain death. Yet
just six decades later, eight able-bodied
Rhode Islanders studied like Ph.D. candi-
dates researching their dissertation to con-
vert.

This is the beginning of the “Declara-
tion of Faith” that all eight converts had to
read to complete their transformation: “I
declare my desire to accept the principles
of the Jewish religion, follow its practices
and ceremonies and become a member of
the Jewish people...of my own free will.”

Cary Eichenbaum is a graduate student
at URL
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ALISON ON ALIYAH

Sukkot

in Jerusalem

When I returned to my neighbor-
hood less than a month after leasing my
apartment, I could barely recognize it.
Not because it was unfamiliar to me, but

because I arrived on
. the morning of Erev
Sukkot. 1 had dif-
ficulty even maneu-
vering my luggage
through the alley in
front of my apart-
ment — there was a
sukkabh in front of
nearly every door. I
got off the airplane
Alison Golub and unpacked to the
sounds of the entire neighborhood ham-
mering and hoisting and calling to each
other for construction materials.

I have spent the week sitting in
my courtyard, just listening to all of
my neighbors eating and singing in
their sukkot. IT've been going on walks
through the neighborhood, marveling at
the sights: little boys running around,
trying to keep their £ippah on their heads;
Orthodox men coming home from the
market with their arms filled with bags
of food; women with their heads cov-
ered, pushing their children in strollers
towards shul.

This is a magical time to be in Israel,
Jerusalem, Nachlaot (my neighborhood).
Sukkot, I have found out and should have
remembered all along, is one of the three
pilgrimage holidays. This means that
the city has been inundated with tourists,
mostly Christian, throughout the week.
No. one seems to mind that they aren’t
Jewish — most of us are just thankful that
they are here and spending money to bol-
ster the Israeli economy.

One of the unexpected surprises of
this week, for me, was that there was a
huge parade a few days ago, on the very
street on which my apartment looks out.
I woke up to the sounds of a loudspeaker

JERUSALEM PARADE — During the holiday of Sukkot, a parade of people from many|

countries showed their support of Israel
Asia, and Canada.

and helicopters — of course I assumed a
pegooah (bombing) had occurred. But no,
as I walked out of my apartment door
and rounded the corner, I saw throngs
of people watching as delegations from
every country I could think of came up the
street, one by one.

I saw groups from Brazil, Italy,
Canada, Denmark, Malaysia, even Ice-
land! Each group held signs: “Philippines
support Israel,” “Austrian Christians love
Israel,” “Israel: No Estas Solo.” I found
myself tearing up at every fresh sentiment
that made its way up the hill. I made eye
contact with many of the marchers, silently
thanking them through my tears. Itis a
beautiful thing, knowing these thousands
of people got on planes from every far-
away country imaginable, touched down
in Israel, and came to support us and show
solidarity in their own way.

And this weekend the city has been
celebrating Simchat Torah, another power-
ful day on the Jewish calendar. I spent
last night in the Old City, having Shab-
bat dinner with 30 other new o/im from
around the world, all of us celebrating our
Jewishness and our commitment to our
new country.

. They came from Europe, South America
Photo by Alison Golub

Tonight, this very moment in fact,
there is a concert in my neighborhood.
Not 40 paces away there is a live band
and about 200 people packed into a tiny
little park, dancing and singing and lift-
ing the Torah to the sky. I have spent the
past three hours watching this celebra-
tion, drinking in the energy and the hap-
piness and the sense of community we all
feel together tonight.

I have never heard Shalom Aleichem
being sung with such fervor and power.
I watched an Orthodox man with his
daughter on his shoulders, both of them
dancing and swaying and holding onto
each other, looks of utter peace and plea-
sure on their faces.

I know how they feel. As I stood in
my new neighborhood, coming to terms
anew with the fact that I /ive bere, noth-
ing else mattered. Not the bombings, not
the danger, not the goodbyes, not the fact
that I don’t have any furniture. This is
a truly magical time in my life. Every-
thing affects me so deeply these days. I
am so thankful that I have made a/iyah.

Alison can be reached at Alison
Golub@hpotmail.com
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After more than

As I write this, I have
just come home from my young-
est child’s seventh birthday party.
annah
and  her
friends
and rel-
P atives had
a wonder-
ful time
SwWim. -
ming and
playing at
the Jewish
Com -
munity
Center.
Of course, they would have
a fun time at another site, but the
fact that it was the Jewish Com-
munity Center is something we

Q'

Mark R. Feinstein

FroM THE JFRI PRESISDENT

50 years, the Jewish Community Center continues to grow

should all take pride in.

Our center is important to the
Jewish health of our community.
Each day the center hosts many
people and organizations — just
check the schedule board. From
serving meals to our seniors,
to after-school care, to exercise
classes, to the infant-toddler pro-
gram, there is something for
everyone.

The center has been a
resource in Rhode Island for over
50 years and has served as the
Jewish community’s face to our
non-Jewish neighbors.

As we have changed, our
JCC is now changing. They have
begun to provide programs and
services outside the building on
Elmgrove. This past summer they

sent our first full R.I. Maccabee
team to the International ath-
letic games in Houston, Texas.
This fall they began a pre-school
program at Temple Habonim in
Barrington. They are consulting
with the Board at Temple Sinai
to improve their pre-school. And
they will begin an after-school
recreational program next month

in the West Bay.

I congratulate the leadership
of the JCC, especially Executive
Director Rick Nelson and Pres-
ident Richard Mittleman, in
beginning the process of leading
our JCC into the future.

I urge everyone, no matter
where you live, to take a fresh
look at our JCC and see all the
new programs and classes they

offer. Your support by becoming
a member will insure the health
of our community, as well as your
own good health.

As The Partnership plans for
our future, we know that a strong
JCC is a cornerstone to a strong
Jewish community. But building
community certainly doesn’t only
happen within the center’s walls.

Each of our agencies helps
to build us stronger as individual
Jews and brings us together as a
community. We gather together
at a Jewish center. Six hundred
of us learn together each year at
the Bureau of Jewish Education’s
Yashar Evening of Jewish Renais-
sance, which will be Nov. 8§ —
stop by and sign up if you haven't
already! We build stronger fam-

ilies prepared to deal with
the bumps of life through
Jewish Family Service. Our
elders gather together in resi-
dences managed by the Jewish
Seniors Agency. We build
future Jewish leaders through
day schools, temple religious
schools, youth groups, over-
night camps, and campus Hillel
foundations.

While those seven-year-
olds could get together on a
Sunday afternocn to celebrate a
birthday in many places, each
time we bring our children
together in a Jewish setting, we
gain so much.

Happy birthday, Hannah!
May you and we grow together
from strength to strength.

BABIES

The Playgroup of

arid jiriglirig the bells..
Are¢ qou ready?

Come to a special Babies, Kids & Kibbitzing
when Minna Ellison, Director of the
Bureau of Jewish Education of Rl
will give suggestions for dealing with

““The peccmber pilemma*

10:30 AM

Jewish Federation of Rl Board Room
130 Sessions Street
Providence, Rl

RSVP: Lisa Burtan 421-4111, ext. 163

Sponsored by the Gateway Committee of the
Women'’s Alliance
of the Jewish Federation of Rhode Island

Kennedy, Shlomo share

By Alan Axelrod

Last week, Congressman
Patrick Kennedy and Meir
Shlomo, Israeli Consul General
for New England, met with the
Community Relations Council
and other Federation leaders for
an informal discussion of the
Middle East conflict and other
world affairs.

Opveralight lunch in the Fed-
eration conference room, the two
officials offered their perspectives
on the prospects for peace, the
U. S. role in the peace process, the
war on terrorism, and the role of
American Jewry in U. S. relations
with Israel and the Arab world.
They then took questions and
responded to comments. Shlomo
focused on Israel’s security needs,
the rationale for the controversial
fence under construction in Israel,
and the alarming rise of global
anti-Semitism — as reflected in
the Malaysian Prime Minister’s
recent remarks that Jews secretly
control the world.

Congressman Kennedy dis-

y
Sen. Patrick Kennedy, left, listens

views on Mideast

‘"

to Israeli Consul General to New

England Meir Shlomo at a meeting at the Jewish Federation of

Rhode Island.

cussed the interrelatedness of
domestic politics and America’s
stance with respect to Israel and
the Arab world. He noted that:
President Bush’s huge tax cuts
belie his stated commitment to
the war on terrorism, insofar as
they deprive the government of

Photo by Jonathan Rubin

the necessary resources to pros-
ecute such a protracted fight;
and secondly, a perceived right-
ward drift of American Jewry's
stance on the Middle East and
U. S.-Arab relations threatens to
weaken this country’s long-stand-
ing alliance with Israel.

Expert will speak to professionals on estate taxes

Mary Louise Kennedy, a
partner at Edwards & Angell,
and a frequent lecturer on estate
planning topics, will speak on
decoupling federal and state estate
taxes and planning and adminis-
tration implications, at a continu-
ing education event sponsored by

the Professional Advisory Coun-
cil of the Endowment Fund of
the Jewish Federation of Rhode
Island. The program will be held
on Thursday, Nov. 20, from 7:30
to 8:45 a.m. in the senior adult
lounge of the JCC.

The event is open to the pro-

fessional advisor community and
has been approved for continuing
education credit.

Reservations are requested
since space is limited. To attend,
contact Carol Breault at 421-4111,
Fixts 1668 ot byaemail:
cbreault@ijfri.org.

Hebrew school, Federation plan missions to Israel

From page 3
Wall.

The main goal of the mis-
sion is to make the Torah come
alive by visiting places mentioned
within it, including, for example,
the spot where David supposedly
slew Goliath, and other archeo-
logical sites.

Hebrew Day will also be
holding educational sessions on
the geography, politics and eco-
nomics of Israel. They will meet
members of the Knesset and of
Zaka, the group of religious Jews
that ritualistically retrieves all
parts of a person after a suicide

bombing, for example, for burial.

The trip will focus on Jerusa-
lem, especially the Old City area;
participants will also spend time
in Masada, Ein Gedi and at the
Dead Sea. The trip can accom-
modate 30 people, more than 20
have signed up already.
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Holocaust museum anniversary held in Washington

For aging survivors of the Holocaust, the future means remem

By Matthew E. Berger
JTA — Helen Potash stood

in front of a cattle car at
the United States Holocaust
Memorial Museum’s permanent
exhibition, but she would not
venture forward. “I went
through it once,” the Holocaust
survivor said. “I am not going
again.”

She went around it instead.
Potash was one of more than
2,200 Holocaust survivors who
came to Washington this week-
end for a reunion, part of a
yearlong marking of the muse-
um’s 10th anniversary. There have
been Holocaust survivor reunions
before, but this gathering focused
more on the future than the past.
The survivors here spoke can-
didly about their advancing age
and said they looked to their heirs
to tell their stories.

More than 4,000 children,
grandchildren and great grand-
children joined the survivors on
the unusually warm November
afternoon, learning about their
family members’ experiences and
pledging to keep the memory
alive.

“It’s an incredible lineage we
all share,” said Helen Burstin,
of Washington, who came with
her parents, both survivors. “It’s
a remarkable thing to walk into

resting on his chest, attached to
a string around his neck. It read:
“I am looking for people who
escaped from Treblinka.”

“I didn’t find one person,”
said Weinstein, whose story of
escape from the Polish extermina-
tion camp has been documented
in a book, “Quenched Steel.”

Nessie Godin, a survivor
from Lithuania, volunteers at

‘We have kept our promise. We have
not forgotten you.’
— Elie Wiesel

this tent and see 6,000 people
connected to survivors.”

At times the event resembled
a wedding, with survivors and
their families dancing the Hora
to Israeli folk music in an enor-
mous tent nicknamed “Survivor’s
Village.” Later, there was a sing-
along in Yiddish. In one room,
survivors offered their artifacts
to the museum; others related
oral histories into tape recorders
and to transcribers. Images from
the museum’s database flittered
across a bank of computer mon-
itors. Survivors researching the
fate of their families used the
computers; alongside each ter-
minal stood a box of tissues.
Many of the survivors were view-
ing the museum for the first
time. Some said they had always
longed to come here, and found
the reunion a great opportunity.
Other said they avoided the
museum, but felt a yearning to
see it at least once.

“I felt this time I had to go,”
said Eddie Weinstein. “Because I
am getting old.”

Weinstein wandered the tent,
slowly, with a cardboard placard

the museum once a week. She
says it is her responsibility to
those she survived in the camps.
“I'wasn't any smarter and [ wasn’t
any stronger,” said Godin.

“The  wonderful Jewish
women who held my hand, gave
me hope and maybe a bite of
bread, they told me that they
should never be forgotten and to
tell the world of this hatred.” She
said the reunion and the museum
shows the world that Hitler did

not win.

Burstin says that children of
Holocaust survivors have obliga-
tions to their parents and their
experiences. “We want to make
it clear to our kids and our kids’
kids and everyone who knows us
that this is part of our heritage,”
she said.

Nobel Laureate Elie Wiesel
told the audience that amid the
joy of the occasion is a void of
sadness for the faces that were
left behind. “Your presence —
our presence — here today is our
answer to this silent question,” he
said. “We have kept our promise.
We have not forgotten you.”

EDUCATION

bering the past

10™ ANNIVERSARY — Elie Wiesel
spoke at the 10th anniversary
of the U.S. Holocaust Memorial
Museum in Washington, D.C., last
weekend. Several thousand Holo-
caust survivors attended with
family members.

No Kids?

Hope to leave the world a better place?

Make a charitable bequest to The Rhode
Island Foundation.

: Starter Kit.
Your bequest makes grants in your name to

the causes you care about most. .. forever.

And thanks to the Foundation’s careful
management, your bequest will grow and
grow, making more grants every year.

Kit lncludes:_
I . special invit
8 . our informat

The Rhode Island
Foundation

_ Since 1916. Doing good.
.‘ In your name. Forever.

Well, there are other sorts of legacies.

Heck, a charitable bequest is a wonderful
idea, even if you Ao have kids!

Find out more. With our free Philanthropy

ations to Foundation events
ive insider's newsletter
. 2 how-to guide to setting up your oW

. the Foundation's inspiring annua

¢all Pauline at (4
or visit www.ri

o charitable fund
| report

4 ext.3130
1) 274-4564 ext.3
“(ozmda\inn.orglkl\z
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A Fashion Advantage

Enter the intriguing world of fashion.
Utilize your sense of style and have the opportunity
to profit financially from your networking.
Represent a N.Y.C./European women’s designer sportswear
collection, from day into night dressing. Luxurious fabrics,
superb tailoring all sold in the comfort of the home with little
investment, flexible hours and personal growth.

Trends Collection, Ltd. e 1-800-658-7015

'I'I'IE MOS‘I‘ UNUSUAL LOOK AT JEWS

in the movies in thirty years.”

~ Ed Rampell, LA ALTERNATIVE PRESS

AN
HAND-GRE
straight into your

- Chris Chang, FILM COMMENT

‘FASCINATING...

a seldom-seen slice of
Jerusalem life.’

HoLY LAND

Afilm By EITAN GORLIN
www.cavupictures.com www.theholylandmovie.com

Exclusive Engogement (o
Starts Friday, November 7th! [ " 621-9660

AYelbiva Stideat
A Rovian Prosbtete
Alove Story

ol

T IRESHON!

Boot your computers and plug RESHON in your
search engine. You will be surprised at what you
find and what you can order!
Prices for our custom hand-crafted
custom wooden Judaica
have never been so low.

If it’s wood, we can craft it.

Al Resnick 401-739-2140 - E-mail alcor59 @yahoo.com

THE New HERALD PRESS
Commercial Printers ¢7 Publishers
Publisher of the East Providence Post and SeeKonk Star
99 Webster Street, Pawtucket, RI
Phone: 724-0200 ¢ Fax: 726-5820
HicH QuALITY @ Cost EFFECTIVE
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¢ 4.Color Printing ®
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e Electronic Pre-Press ®
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e Direct Mailing Services ®
¢ Shipping & Warehousing ®
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With a wag, and a peck, and a hug—a—roo,

canine corps brmgs SmllCS to patlents

By Mary Korr

When Chuck the poodle
makes medical rounds at the
Miriam Hospital, heads turn.
The four-legged volunteer walks
proudly down the hall with his
owner, Kim Rivchun of Crans-
ton. His volunteer badge dangles
from his neckerchief. It’s hard to
believe he was abandoned; Rivc
hun adopted him two years ago
from the pound.

“He has such a great disposi-
tion. Volunteering
for him to be \\'Hh people and
have people with him. It's reward
ing for everyone,”

is a great way

she said.

The volunteer dogs at the
hospital have to be g
obedience training programs

“They have special training,”
said Arlene Orcutt, who works in
the volunteer office at the hos-
pital. “They are trained not to
get spooked by wheelchairs, for
example.”

As she speaks one morning at
the hospital, along comes another
four-legged volunteer, Allee, the
mixed Australian cattle dog. Talk
about training!

“Allee has a Ph.D in obe-
dience,” said owner Ana Farias.
“She’s a graduate of Alexandra
Morgan’s training,” she said,
referring to the Brown Univer-
sity graduate and well-known dog
therapist. Seems Allee was a bit
unruly and didn’t respond to her
owner at the park.

She’s a good girl now, though.
Her manners, her bearing, her
calm attest to this.

“I've never met an Australian
cattle dog before,” said Joseph
Gilleran on floor 4B.

He is standing outside his
wife’s hospital room. He mar-
veled at how well trained the dogs
were. “See how gently the dog
licks her hand. This is a tremen-
dous program,” he added. “My
wife would like to take the dog
home. We had a dog we lost seven
years ago.”

A hospital visitor stops to
pet Chuck. “We just lost our
150-pound Rottweiler,” he told
Rivchun sadly as he pet him.

Orcutt said the dogs were
not there to entertain—they were
there to bring comfort and heal-
ing. The canine corps often
reminds patients of their own
dogs at home and this makes them
happy. "It humanizes the hospi-
tal experience. Some patients are
initially amazed when the dogs
walk into the room,” she said.

‘When Chuck walked into
room, he
exclaimed, “This has never hap-
pened to me before! What a treat.
You are a really nice boy,” he said
as Chuck took his place in bed on

raduates of

Chuck the poodle volunteers once a week at the Miriam Hospital,
bringing cheer to patients like Joseph Medeiros, shown here. At
right is Chuck’s owner, Kim Rivchun of Cranston.

Photos by Mary Korr
his stomach. “A long time ago I an hour and a half.

had little poodles,” he said. Miami’s owner, Kimberly

Miami, a soft and silky black
lab mix, wore a red-white-and-
blue neckerchief. He usually
makes his rounds on Sunday
morning, and then goes home to
relax. Volunteering, the owners
say, tires the dogs out after about

Perry-Ford, stood in front of an
isolation room. Last week the
patient beckoned for the dog to
come in, but Miami was not
gloved and gowned. “Miami sat
down outside the door and just
listened to him,” the owner said.

READY TO ROUND—These three canines are friendly visitors to the
Miriam Hospital. Each volunteers to make rounds on patients sev-
eral hours a week. From left are Ana Farias with Allee; Kimberly
Perry-Ford with Miami, and Kim Rivchun with Chuck.
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Films

What matters most to you
is close to your heart

Including the Providence Public
Library in your estate planning will

enrich lives for generations to come.
Call (401) 455-8011 to learn more.

Providence Public Librar

WHEN DO YOU NEED

LONG-TERM CARE
INSURANCE?

% Are you. your spouse, or a loved one, age 50 or
older?

% Are you already totally prepared financially if

LONG-TERM CARE in a NURSING HOME or AT

HOME becomes necessary?

Were you aware that the cost of Long-Term Care is

the leading cause of bankruptcy for seniors?

THE HOLY LAND — Oren Rehany and Tchelet Semel give sincere performances as a 20-year-old Israeli
rabbinical student and the Russian prostitute who knocks him off his course. -

Controversial Israeli film opening in Providence

Israeli filmmaker Eitan Gor-
lin’s controversial and award-win-
ning film, The Holy Land, will be
opening in Providence on Nov. 7
at The Columbus Theatre, 270
Broadway. The film won “Best

Film” at the 2002 Avignon/New
York Film Festival.

Set in Israel, the film grittily
portrays the struggle between
religion and the seamier side of
life, personified by a young rab-

Jewish film festival opens

The Boston Jewish Film Fes-
tival is being shown Nov. 7 to 16.
The festival presents the best con-
temporary films from around the
world on Jewish themes, punc-
tuated by panel discussions on
headline issues, artist and director
visits, and musical events rang-
ing from sophisticated to light-
hearted.

This critically-acclaimed fes-
tival features more than 40 inde-
pendently produced films, shown

in six locations, and reflects the
work of film artists from 16 coun-
tries.

Primary venues are the
Museum of Fine Arts in Boston,
and the Coolidge Corner Theatre
in Brookline. Visit www.bjff.org
for more information. Tickets are
available at www.ticketweb.com.
Tickets for most films are $10
for general admission; $8.50 for
seniors, students; $7 for groups of
20 or more.
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S, CAMP RAMAH

IN NEW ENGLAND

binical student who ventures out-
side his school into the shady
areas of secular Israel and tests his
faith vis-a-vis some shady char-
acters.

Writer/director Gorlin was
raised as an American Orthodox
Jew and served in the Israeli
.‘\rln‘\'.

For more information on the
film, call 401-621-9660.

YOU DECIDE,

HELP

Call today for Free Info-Pac
1-800-708-7571

LET US

NEW Y#RK

NEW YORK LONG-TERM CARE
BROKERS LTD.
150 Forest Avenue
Middletown, RI 02842

NEw York
LoNG-TerM CARE

Brokers Lp. www.NYLTCB.com

Let the
o leaves fall

Resolve to Relax...

With a great movie from

APPLY NOW FOR SUMMER 20041

%X First-time camper discount %
X 2, 4, and 8 week sessions XX
XX Meet campers from New England, MD, DC, and VA %

Ramah friendships last a litetimel

Creative Arts & Waterfront £ Judaic Culture
Ropes Course = Outdoor Adventure Program
Music % “Jvrit % Athletics & Dance % Drama

FOR MORE INFORMATION
(781) 449-7090 x231 www.campramahne.org

X Changing Jewish lives for 50 years X

IRENT 1 Movie, GaME or DVD & Ger ONE Movie
Game or DVD Rentar FREE

Rent any one (1) movie, game or DVD, get any one (1) movie, game or DVD rental of equal or lessor value FREE!

Free and paid rentals must be taken at the same time. Not valid with any other discounts or offers. Limit one (1) coupon
per membepship account, per visit. Membership rules apply. Customer responsible for applicable taxes and extended
viewing fees. This coupon may not be exchanged for cash, may not be sold or transferred, and must be relinquished at
the time of redemption. Offer valid at participating BLOCKBUSTER stores. Excludes equipment rentals. If customer rents
multiple movies/games, credit will be applied to lowest rental price. Cash redemption value 1/100¢

511ARWA26

_________ AR

BLOCKBUSTER® name, design and related marks are trademarks of
Blockbuster Inc. © 2001 Blockbuster Inc. All rights reserved.

Coupon valid 11/7/03—-11/21/03

This camp must comply with regulations of the Massachusetts Department of Public Health
(105 CMR 430.000) and be licensed by the Palmer Board of Health. Information on 105 CMR.
430.000 can be obtained at 617-983-6761
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WE BUY COINS

= GOLD COINS

: WEBUY ALLTYPES NOW AVAILABLE
RARE COINS

= STAMPS OF RARE COINS Eagle Silver Dollars,

zhd Y Gold Coin, & Estate

y - JEWELRY, WATCHES

= ANTIQUES, SILVER

= GOLD, PLATINUM

= US AND FOREIGN

= PCGS-NGC authorized

PODRAT COIN EXCHANGE, INC.

769 Hope St., Providence
SAME LOCATION 34 YEARS - LC 8041

amp voda
On Beautiful Lake Tispaquin R

BEST
PRICES

Serving banks, attorneys, estates
and the public for over 40 years

861-71640

Jewelry and Silver,
Proof Sets, Coin &
Stamp Albums

7

Middleboro, Massachusetts 02346

‘ A ~ Oldest Jewish Boys’ Camp in New England -
, 3 e z
Founded in 1927 for Jewish boys 7 t
b

entering grades 2 tf

“The Tradition Continues”

Archery » Arts & Crafts « Basketball « Canoeing
» Color War « Fishing « Foothall « Fun-yaking  Kayakin
« Kickball « Newcomb « Photography « Ping Pong
« Ropes/Challenge Course « Rowing » Sailing » Soccer
« Softball « Street Hockey » Swim Instruction » Tennis
g » Video Production  Volleyball « Wakeboarding
Woodworking
« Weekly Field Trips « Inter- and Intra-Camp Competition

« Tubin,
« Waterskiing « Weightlifting » Windsurfing «

BBl Fritolshins foc [
« Be a part of something special
« Build self-confidence
EXCELLENT KOSHER FOOD
2 RESIDENT R.N.'S ¢ 3 ON-CALL PEDIATRICIANS
7-1/2 week season or
One 3-1/2 week session and One 4-week session
TWO WEEK SESSION FOR FIRST TIME CAMPERS, AGES 7-11
CALL OR WRITE
Paul G. Davis, Director
Camp Avoda
TTIEsex Stredy
Lynnficld, MA 01940
(781) 334-6275
Fax: (781) 334-4779
campavoda@aol.com
SR P

American
Camping
Assoclation

KING OF THE
INSURANCE JUNGLE.

TO TAME ALL OF YOUR INSURANCE PROBLEMS,
CALL ROY FINKELMAN, PRESIDENT AT 401-274-0303 X14.

THE EGIS GROUP
81 S. Angell Street, Providence, RI 02906
WWW.egisgroup.com

News Briefs

Israeli
Prime Minister Ariel Sharon, left,
meets with Russian President
Vladimir Putin, right, in Moscow

SHARON IN RUSSIA —

on Monday. JTA photo

Sharon meets Putin
Vladimir Putin
edged Israel’s desire for peace
during a meeting with Ariel
Sharon. “We know that Israel is

acknowl-

striving for peace,” the Russian pres-
ident told the Israeli prime minis-
ter in Moscow on Monday. Putin
said the Jewish state has “suffered
a lot in the past decades” and that
Moscow would like to play an active
role in an Isracli-Palestinian peace
process. Sharon called Putin a friend
of Israel and invited him to visit
the Jewish state. Putin also told
Sharon that plans are under way
to open a Holocaust-related exhi-
bition in Russia’s State History
Museum, located in Moscow’s Red
Square. Sharon met with members
of the Russian Jewish community

on Monday night.
European poll:

Israel is threat

More than half of Europeans
think Israel is the greatest threat
to world peace, according to a
new poll. The results of the poll
published Monday by the Euro-
pean Union show that 59 percent
of about 7,500 Europeans polled

named Israel as the gravest threat
to world peace. Fifty-three percent
of respondents said Iran, North
Korea and the United States pose
threats to world peace. “Europe-
ans seem blind to Israeli victims
and suffering,” said Haim Assaraf,
spokesman at Israel’s mission to
the European Union. Foreign
Minister Silvan Shalom down-
played the poll’s significance, saying
it is important not to give to
much credence to a single poll.
Court rejects
Moore appeal

The Supreme Court refused to
hear an Alabama justice’s appeal
to display the Ten Commandments
in the state’s judicial building.
Monday’s decision ends Judge Roy
Moore’s legal options and means the
Ten Commandments
will not be permitted in the build-
ing. The ruling also ends a battle

monument

that received nationwide attention
Christians
mounted protests in front of the

over []!L‘ summer, as

judicial building.
Pressure builds

on Ford

The Ford Foundation came
under new scrutiny in Washington
for funding anti-Israel groups. Fol-
lowing a JTA investigative series,
Rep. Jerrold Nadler (D-N.Y.) told a
foundation official Monday that the
group should stop giving grants to
Palestinian and other non-govern-
mental organizations that engage in
anti-Israel and anti-Semitic activ-
ity. The foundation, which insists
it opposes such activity, gave mil-
lions of dollars to Palestinian and
other groups that oppose the Jewish
state.

Meanwhile, a State Depart-
ment official said the agency is
reviewing Ford’s support for these
groups for possible Justice Depart-
ment action. The American Jewish
Congress also is contemplating
legal steps.
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Palestinian power

struggle drags on

Yasser Arafat and his prime
minister, Ahmed Qurei, con-
tinue_to battle over the appoint-
ment of a security minister. As a
result, the mandate of the Pales-
tinian Authority’s 30-day emer-
gency Cabinet, which was to have
expired on Tuesday night, was
extended as an open-ended “care-
taker government.” Arafat, the
P.A. president, opposes Qurei’s
choice of Nasser Yousefas interior
minister, responsible for reform-
ing P.A. security forces as required
by the U.S.-backed “road map”

peace plan.

Brandeis editors resign
over racial slur

A racial slur that appeared
in Brandeis University’s student
newspaper has led to the resigna-
tion of five of the paper’s editors,
including the editor in chief.
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