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R.I. Christians, Jews discuss Gibson's film 
By Jonathan Rubin 

PROVIDE CE - One 
week before "The Passion of 
the Christ" hit theatres, mem
bers of the Christian com
munity took steps to try and 
address Jewish-Christian rela
tionship issues, and, in the 
words of Rev. Maria D eCarv
alho, "assist in the digestive 
process" of the film. 

The intense, day-long con
ference brought more than 
300 Christians and Jews who 
crowded inside the Cathedral 
of St. John Episcopal Church 
on North Main Street in Prov
idence to come to terms with 
"The Passion" on Feb. 18. 

John, said "your distress mat
ters to us, and we acknowledge 
your concern." 

Professor Amy-Jill Levine 
summed up her advance read
ing of Mel Gibson's "The Pas
sion of the Christ": "We have 
no reason to believe that Mel 
Gibson is anti-Semitic . . . H ow
ever he could have done more 
to make sure that the gospel of 
love woul] not be perceived as 
the gospel of hate." 

Speaking to the Jewish 
community, DeCarvalho, who 
is Dean of the Cathedral of St. 

Levine was one of many 
nationally recognized speakers 
to take the pu !pit on the "Pas
sion", in a special "damage
control" session convened by 
the Forum for Inter-Religious 
Understanding, a group oflocal 
clergy who endeavor to create 

See PASSION, page 3 
The Cathedral of St. John in Providence was the site for a commu
nity discussion of Mel Gibson's "The Passion." Photo by Jonathan Rubin 

'Midrasha' Hebrew high school 
keeps teenagers in the mix 

TASTY TRADITION - Zoe Tarshis, a Brown University sophomore, takes students through a sampling 
of fruits at a Jewish Cooking class at the Harry Elkin Midrasha Community High School. Photo by Jonathan 
Rubin. 

By Jonathan Rubin 
Editor's note: In response 

to Partnership efforts to encour
age innovation in outreach pro
gramming, the Voice & H erald 
presents part 2 ef a series 
highlighting faur programs that 
involve Jewish people from a 
variety ef back.grounds. 

PROVIDENCE - The 
assignment is tricky - How 
can you use the Passover story 
of the four sons ( wise, rebel
lious, simple, and he who does 
not have the capacity to ask a 
question) to decorate a Passover 
table for an exhibition? 

Someone suggests using a a 

car to represent each son. "The 
Hummer is an evil car. . . it's 
not environmentally friendly," 
says Ethan Gnepp, a Provi
dence 8'" grader. 

"Or the car that H itler 
drove!" said another. 

Michael Feinstein, also in 
See TEENS, page 17 

Kerry wins 
high percenb1; 
o Jewish ·tes 

]TA - Sen. John Kerry 
trended better among Jews than 
non-Jews in four out of five 
Super Tuesday states with 
Jewish exit polling data. Kerry, 
(D-Mass.) swept nine of the ten 
states voting in primaries Tues
day, clinching the Democratic 
nomination. 

In New York, exit polls 
showed Kerry winning 74 per
cent of the Jewish vote as 
opposed to the 60 percent of 
the general vote Kerry had won 
with 92 percent of precincts 
reporting. 

In his home state of Mas
sachusetts, he performed 5-10 
percent better among Jews than 
non-Jews; in Maryland, he per
formed 6 percent better among 
Jews; and in Connecticut, he 
performed 10 percent better 
among Jews. In California, 
Kerry performed as well among 
Jews as he did among non-Jews 
- about 65 percent. 

"Kerry's better known than 
Edwards in the community, he's 
been around longer, he did out
reach work among the Jews," 
said Steve Rabinowitz, a Dem
ocratic political analyst. Jewish 
polling data in Vermont, Rhode 
Island, :Minnesota, Georgia and 
Ohio was too low to assess accu
rately. 
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CANDLE LIGHTING 

For greater 
Rhode Island 

March 11 5:22 

March 12 5:30 

March 19 5:38 

Friday, March 5 
Israeli composer at Beth-El 

7:45 p.m. Menachem Zur, Israeli 
composer, President of the Asso
ciation of Israeli Composers, and 
D ean of the School of Music at the 
H ebrew University of Jerusalem 
will present "Sing Unto the Lord a 

ew Song" at Temple Beth-El, 77 
Orchard Ave., Providence. Zur's 
presentation will follow the service. 
Call 331-6070. 

Sat. March 6 
Chabad & Tamarisk Purim 

Party 
7 p.m. at Tamarisk Assisted 

Living, 3 Shalom Drive, War
wick. Megillah reading, wine, 
hamantashen and more. Hosted 
by the Chabad CHAI Center and 
Tama risk Assisted Living. 

Purim Celebration at 
B'nai Israel 

6:30 p.m., Congregation B'nai 
Israel, 224 Prospect St., Woon
socket. Come to services in cos
tume, bring noisemakers, musical 
instruments for the Megillah read
ing. For info, call 762-3651. 

Torat Yisrael 
"Megillah Madness" 

6:30 p.m. at the temple; 330 
Park Ave., Cranston. Megillah 
reading and Shpiel by the Dalet 
and Hey classes, followed by a 
masquerade ball with DJ. Danc
ing, games, contests, hors d'oevres 
and desserts plus Mordechai's rum 
punch. Free and open to the com
munity. All those in costume will 
receive a gift. 

Purim Festivities 
at Agudas Achim 

7 p.m. Congregation Agudas 
Achim, 901 North Main St., Attle
boro. A service will include the 
reading of the Megillah. Follow
ing the Jewish tradition of gifts to 
the poor at Purim, donations to 
benefit local food pantries are sug
gested. 

Chabad House celebrates 
Purim 

Megillah reading, music and 
dancing, drinks and H amantashen, 
with Yanke! the Purim Spieler and 
Rebbe Rafi. 360 Hope St., Provi
dence. 

Sun., March 7 
Megillah reading 

8:30 a.m. Chabad H ouse 
M egillah reading and more 
hamantashen. 

Agudas Achim carnival 
10 a.m. - 1 p.m. Congregation 

Agudas Achim, 901 North M ain 
St., Attleboro. Purim carnival with 
games, prizes, face painting, arts 
and crafts, food All children in 
costume receive 5 free tickets. All 
welcome. For more info, call (508) 
222-2243. 

AmDavid 
Purim carnival 

11:30 a.m. Warwick-Cranston 
USY and BBYO sponsoring annual 
Purim Carnival at Temple Am 
David, 40 Gardiner St., W arwick. 
Unlimited play tickets are S6 in 
advance or $ 8 at the door. They 
are good for all booths. Food, 

crafts and "jail" are not included for adults and S6.50 for children. 
in ticket price. For more info, call On Sat., March 13, at 9:30 a.m. 
463-7944. with Rabbi Feldman A kiddush 

American D ream," a documentary 
about the men who founded H ol
lywood. Professor Mark Fink of 
RISD, introduction and discussion 
leader. Series to continue on the 
next two Sundays. 

Chabad "Patriot's 
Purim Feast" 

4 p.m. (Megillah reading at 3:30 
p.m.) at Swift Gym, 111 Pierce 
Sr., East Greenwich. Costumes 
or sports outfits optional. Full 
buffet dinner, dancing, & enter
tainment. Adults, S18; children, 
S9; family of 2 adults, 4 children, 
S50; table sponsor, S180. RSVP at 
884-7888. 

Moscow Hasidic Choir 
Moscow Hasidic Choir & 

Brown University Chorus at Sayles 
H all, Main Green, Brown Univer
sity. Tickets at the door S15, 10, 5. 
Further info: 863-3234 

'Passover Contemplated' 
atJCC 

At Gallery 401, presented by 
the Jewish Community Center of 
Rhode Island and The Jewish Voice 
& Herald. Educational and cul
tural event will feature 11 Seder 
tables that have been created by 
local Jewish organizations to com
memorate the Passover observance. 
Ritual objects, original serigraphs 
and photographs. 

Reception on Sun., March 14, 
at 2:30 p.m. Call Sue Suls at 
861-8800. See Community 

Monday, March 8 
Women's Center to hold 

honors luncheon 
11 a.m. reception, Noon - 1:30 

p.m. luncheon, at the Providence 
Marriott. 2"d annual event to honor 
exceptional women of R.I. See 
Community. 

Tuesday, March 9 
'Annie Jr.' auditions 

7 - 8:30 p.m. 'Annie Jr.' audi
tions. The Jewish Theatre Ensem
ble is looking for talented youth 
from ages 9 to 16 for the all-youth 
June production of the musical. 
A nother audition will be March 
11. Call Lisa at 421-3769. 

Wed., March 10 
Warwick Social Seniors 

to meet 
2 p.m. TamariskAssisted Living, 

3 Shalom D r., Warwick. Carl 
Johnson will speak on ative 
American artifacts. Coffee and 
refreshments served. 

Thurs., March 11 
Emanu-EI Leisure Club 
10 - 10:50 a.m. "Nosh & 

Knowledge A Potpourri of Jewish 
Topics;" Beth Fine-Nelson, reli
gious school director, Temple Torat 
Yisrael. Coffee Break. 11:10 a.m. 
- noon: "Short Stories by New 
Jewish American Writers." Blos
som Kirschenbaum will speak. 

Friday, March 12 
Torat Yisrael Shabbat Event 

6 p.m. Temple Torat Yisrael: 
"Shabbat Across America" with 
visiting Rabbi Ted Feldman.A tra
ditional Shabbat dinner will be 
served following the service. S 13 

luncheon and discussion will follow 
services. 

To RSVP for the dinner or 
lunch, call the temple office at 
785-1800 by Friday, March 5. 

B'nai's 'Shabbat across 
A merica' 

Congregation B'nai Israel pres
ents "Shabbat Across America." 
The event will begin with dinner 
at 6:00 followed by the service and 
a dessert Oneg Shabbat. Admission 
is S7 for adults, S5 for children ages 
3-12, under 3 free. Congregation 
B'nai Israel is located at 224 Pros
pect Street in Woonsocket, RI. For 
more information and to RSVP 
call 401-762-3651. 

Sat., March 13 
Touro Fraternal 'Two fer" 
Touro Fraternal presents a "Two

fer" (two dinners for the price of 
one) at Twelve Acres Restaurant in 
Smithfield with entertainment pro
vided by the group "Good Friends." 
Cost is 25 per Touro couple and 
S50 for non-member couples. Res
ervations required. Check Touro's 
website (www.tourofraternal.org) 
for details and reservation forms. 

Torat Yisrael Shabbat event 
6 p.m. Temple Torat Yisrael: 

"Shabbat Across America" with 
visiting Rabbi Ted Feldman.A tra
ditional Shabbat dinner will be 
served following the service. S 13 
for adults and S6.50 for children. 
On Sat., March 13, at 9:30 a.m. 
with Rabbi Feldman A kiddush 
luncheon and discussion will follow 
services. 

To RSVP for the dinner or 
lunch, call the temple office at 
785-1800 by Friday, March 5. 

B'nai's 'Shabbat Across 
A merica' 

6 p.m. Congregation B'nai Israel, 
.224 Prospect St., Woonsocket, 
presents "Shabbat Across Amer
ica." Dinner, service and dessert 
Oneg Shabbat. S7 for adults, S5 
for children ages 3-12, under 3, 
free. For more information and 
RSVP, call 401-762-3651. 

Sunday March, 14 
Sen. Reed to speak 

10. a.m. - noon. Temple Torat 
Yisrael, 330 Park Ave., Cranston. 
Senator Reed will speak on the war 
in Iraq. Sponsored by the Temple's 
Men's Club. 

Beth-El film festival 
2 p.m. 70 O rchard Ave., Prov

idence. First in a series - "H ol
lywoodism: Jews, M ovies and the 

Monday, March 15 
Case of Ethics 

2 p.m. "A Case ofEthics: Should 
a Known Anti-Semite be Licensed 
as a Lawyer? The Case of Roger 
Root." Doug Emanuel, presenter. 

Israeli actress at Trinity 
7:30 p.m. "Flowers Aren't 

Enough," drama on domestic vio
lence with aomi 
Ackerman.Trinity Rep, downstairs 
theater, 201 Washington St., Prov
idence. S18. For more info, call 
Lana at 351-3059. 

Sat., March 20 
Passover wine tasting 

7 p.m. Congregation B'nai Israel, 
224 Prospect St., Woonsocket. 
Tasting of Passover wines from 
around the world. Participants may 
order wines for their Seders. Pro
gram is S15 per person. Tables of 
6 or 8 may be reserved in advance. 

For info. Call 762-3651. 

Sun., March 21 
Torat Yisrael fa mily photo 

day 
9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Family 

photos will be taken by Visions 
Photography, to be ready in time 
for Mother's D ay. Call 785-1800 
by Fri., M arch 12.for appointment. 
A S25 non-refundable deposit will 
hold appointment and will be cred
ited toward purchase. 

Corrections & Clarifications: 

The same-sex wedding cer
emony that will be performed 

on May 31st is not scheduled 

to take place at Agudas Achim 

synagogue in Attleboro, as 

indicated in our Feb. 20 edition. 

This ceremony is planned for 

another location. While it will 

be officiated by Rabbi Elyse 

Wechterman of Agudas Achim, 

to date, there have been no 

same-sex marriages at Agudas 

Achim. 

Due to a typographical error, 

Purim entries from Torat Yis

rael and Am David were acci

dentally combined in our last 

issue. 

Send us your 
Calendar Listin 

Send us your calendar listings, along with t ime, 
date & telephone number. Notices must be 
received 2 weeks prior to publication date. 

E-_rngil_1_o: voiceherald@jfri.org; Fi!X tQ: 401 -331-7961, 
or mail1_o: Jewish Voice & Herald, 130 Sessions St., 

Providence, RI 02906 - Attn: Calendar 

• 
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Local· 

R.I. Christians, Jews discuss Gibs·on's 'Passion' 
From page 1 

inter-religious understanding. 
Levine, an Orthodox Jew, is 

a Professor of New Testament 
Studies and Director of the 
Carpenter Program in Religion, 
Gender, and Sexuality at Vander
bilt University Divinity School in 
Nashville. She was part of a 
select group of scholars who 
reviewed the screenplay a few 
months ago. The group, which 
also included another Jewish 
scholar and four Chrisrian schol
ars, decided "unanimously" that 
the film was "not historically 
accurate," despite Gibson's con
tinual insistence otherwise. 

"They are speaking Latin ... 
they should be speaking Greek," 
Levine said. 

Speaking to the film's some
what positive portrayal of Pon
tius Pilate, Levine remarked that 
he was instead "a conniving brute 
who killed locals indiscriminate
ly ... Only Pontius had a reason to 
kill Jesus .. he wanted to make an 
example of him." 

When Gibson heard of their 
critical assessment, Levine said, 
he claimed the copy of the script 
was stolen and sued them to pre
vent them from releasing their 
findings. "He castrated us," 
Levine said. Rather than taking 
his historical cues from the gos
pels as Gibson claims, Levine 
said he seems to draw more from 
the writings of the 19'h-century 
Catholic mystic nun, Anne Cath
erine Emmerich, who tells the 
story of Jesus' final hours in a 
much more graphic and anti
Semitic way than the New Testa
ment. 

Nonetheless, the New Tes
tament does indeed have trou
blesome passages in regard to 
Judaism. "The New Testament 
is very clear - the Jews killed 
Jesus... it actually says that.,': 
Levine said. "[But] the movie 
isn't the problem, it's a symptom 
[that] Jews and Christians don't 
understand each other." 

"According to Christian the
ology, Jesus is not killed by Jews 
but by human sin ... The problem 
is that not everyone knows that." 

The question, the speakers 
said, isn't whether the New Tes
tament or the gospels are anti
Semitic or not, but rather how 
the text is interpreted. 

"There are no facts, only text. 
You can't get behind the text," 
said Rev. Geralyn Wolf. 

Lutheran Bishop Krister 
Stendahl, former dean of Har
vard Divinity School, concurred, 
and said that great danger can 
come out of misinterpretation. 

"The bible should maybe have 
the same warning as cigarettes 
- it (can) be hazardous to your 
health," he said. 

H e was frightened about the 
film's release. "A lot of harm will 
come out of it... and not just 
here .. It will be sent to Muslim 
countries who will be happy to 
see it." 

Raymond Butero, of Crans
ton, knows a little bit about reli
gious coexistence - he's Jewish, 
but plays the organ in an Episco
palian church. 

"I think something like this 
is very useful, but it's preaching 
to the choir." 

BISHOP Krister Stendahl, of Har- PROFESSOR Amy-Jill Levine, of Vanderbilt Univerrsity Divinity School, 
vard Divinity School speaks w ith Rabbi Mordechai Eskovitz, of Newport's Touro Syna

gogue. Photos by Jonathan Rubin 

Rabbi Baruch Goldstein, a 
retired Providence rabbi, said, "As 
a boy, I was called a Christ-killer 
in Poland ... I didn't know what 
it meant. One must know what 
hurts the other. .. with this k ind 
~f thinking, there is hope." 

He challenged Gibson's 
assertion that the film is a direct 
interpretation of the gospels, and 
said that "the gospels are like four 
portraits by four different artists," 
and any attempt to combine them 
will create a "holy blur" rather 
than a true synthesis. 

Stendahl is very aware of the 
problem of anti-Semitism; as a 
boy in Sweden he was brought 
up taught that "Judaism was an 
exhibition of the inferior way of 
relating to God." 

He said that while Judaism 
and Christianity are separate 
theological systems, there are 
enough similarities to have a 
fruitful inter-religious existence 
and conversation. He proscribed 
a sort of "holy envy" to get closer 
to other religions - find some
thing in the other that is beauti
ful and that tells you something 
about God, and embrace it. D on't 
compare the weaknesses in one 
to the strengths of the other, but 
look for common ground without 
trying to make the "other" too 
much like your religion. 

Stendahl decried the "obscene 
magnification of violence" in the 
film, and said that "the way tha·t 
Mel Gibson describes [it] as really 
a celebration of pain and death .. 
rather than a celebration of the 
triumphant resurrection." 

DeCarvalho said that besides 
working from within her church, 
they had also undertaken "exten
sive effort in working with the 
Roman Catholic community," and 
featured Catholic religious rep
resentatives alongside the Epis
copalian ones. Local Jewish 
representatives, including M ark 
Jagolinzer from Temple Shalom 
in Middletown and Selma Stan
zler from the Rhode Island Holo
caust Memorial Museum, were 
also presenting. 

Mary Jane Lide, of Bar
rington, said she was very 
impressed by the speakers. 
"They've done their homework," 

she said. "Inter-religious dialogue 
is necessary, [otherwise) they are 
going to say he's anti-Semitic." 

"It's not about the Jews, it's 
about the Christians. We have 
the job of putting it in perspec
tive," she added. 

Rev. Pat H arrison drove up 
from Long Island to see the con
ference. "I don't think anyone 
killed Jesus ... He gave his life," 
she said. 

Rabbi Mordechai Eskovitz, 
of Newport, said that the session 
was "very informative," and 
agreed with Levine's recommen
dation for Jews to read the gospels 
as a way to understand Chris
tians better. He cautioned, how
ever, against doing it alone. "Jews 
should not read the gospels unless 
it's under a scholar. .. you will not 
understand the Jewish perspec
tive .. [ and] you can read the gos-

pels as a completely anti-Semitic 
tract." 

He said that he plans to see 
the movie. "It'll be hard, but I'm 
not afraid." 

Resource Materials 
The Forum for Inter-Religious Understanding cur

rently has discussion groups between Christian clergy and 
members of the Reform and Conservative Jewish commu
nity. They offered the following resources and study guides 
for the film: 

American Jewish Committee 
www.ajc.org/upload/pdf/ 
AJC _The_Passion_A_Resource_Manual.pdf 

Council of Centers on Christian-Jewish relations 
www.bc.edu/research/cjl/meta-elements/partners/ 
CCJR/passion_statement.pdf 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
www.elca.org/ea/interfaith/gibson_statement.html 

You Make The Difference 
* Developing Jewish identity, learning 

new things and making lifelong 
friends .. :all atthe same time. 

* The Jewish Community Center, 
which runs preschools in Providence 
and Barrington. is an agency funded 
by your gift to the Jewish 
Federation of Rhode Island's 
Annual Community Campaign. 

Make a Difference! Make your gift to the 
Jewish Federation of Rhode Island 
2004 Annual Community Campaign 

Contact Sylvia Berman-Peck 
at 401-421-4111, ext. 171 

E-mail: sbermanpeck@jfri.org 

' 
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{l f the class will please come to order, cJ we shall proceed with our lesson on 
the Jewish holiday of Purim. 

First, to clear up any misconcep
tions, Purim is not about how a nice 
Jewish girl saved a Jewish community by 

Yehuda 
Lev 

playing house with the 
king of Persia. Come 
on now, can you imag
ine our revered ances
tors acknowledging such 
behavior, let alone pub
licizing the matter and 
making a heroine of 
her? 

Dear st udent s, 
Purim is celebrated for 
far more cogent reasons. 
Put bluntly, it satisfies a 

deeply felt need among Jews to deal with 
our inherent overload of insecurity genes, 
those tiny globules of doubt that circu
late within us and cause us to behave in 
ways that baffle social scientists accus
tomed to dealing with more predictable 
(i.e. rational) behavior. 

Consider, for example, how we Jews 
overcome our concerns about living with 
non-Jewish neighbors, any one of whom 
might erupt momentari ly in an outburst 

A MAJORITY OF ONE 

Purim Unmasked 
of anti-Semitism. I'm not talking about 
dues paying members of the Aryan 
Nation or those wackos in white sheets 
who burn crosses on lawns. (Keep in 
mind that the man on the original 
cross was one of ours. If you're ooking 
for examples of anti- emitism, that just 
might be the place to begin.) 

No, I mean that pleasant fellow 
down the block who always- has a cheery 
wave for you when he drives by in the 
morning, or the young couple next door 
who watch the house when you go out 
of town. Is that actually a cheery wave 
or is he pointing out the location of your 
h use to someone crouched in the back 
se t whose wife is cloaked in a burka 
an whose children learn in a madrassa 
abo t the glories of martyrdom. 

nd house watching~ What are they 
watching for? A minor i the 
foundatio that might prov.id!;_ an enter-
ing wedge an explosive charge when 
Osama gives e signal? Or per ps 
poorly framed · <lows which 
admit anthrax spores · o our 
at the appropriate moment. 

· Do I hear members of the class 
whispering the word "paranoia?" Well, 
consider the events which lead to Purim. 

Here is this settled Jewish community 
in Persia minding its own business and 
getting on well with the neighbors when 
suddenly the villainous Haman shows 
up and the next thing you know they 
are bui ing gallows for the Jews in the 
public parks. 

The Jews esc ped, of course, appar
ently because the king's wife, Vashti, 
pleaded a headache once too ofter;i and, 
by a series of events so absurd as to 
be acceptable only to someone who 
has drunk enough schnapps to confuse 
Haman with Mordechai, Haman was 
hung on the gallows instead. 

Mordechai is regarded by some 
among us as the true hero o the occa
sion because he convinced his niece, 
Esther, to enter a competitio to replace 
the queen and she won. t there are 
a couple of problems wit this scenario. 
First, what kind of ah is it who sends 
a helpless woman t talk a king out of 
something he nts to do? Kings, in 
those days ays had their royal execu-
tioner nding close by. 

Second, by whose standards is Esther 
the heroine? As stated above, it doesn't 
make sense. After all, she ended up 
living with a king although, granted, 
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he might not have believed in personal 
hygiene or fidelity in marriage. Yet you 
must admit that marrying a king cer
tainly beats being wed to a doctor or a 
lawyer. Upwardly mobile, that was our 
Esther. 

No, the real heroi ne of the Purim 
story is Vashti, the discarded wife. She 
stood up to the king and refused to give 
in. She defended womanhood and it cost 
her. Today she would be president of 
Planned Parenthood or N.O.W., writ
ing books decrying the oppression of 
women and appearing on the talk shows. 
In those less benighted times, the only 
weapon she had was the headache and 
it wasn't all that effective but give her 
her due. She was the only one who 
emerged from the imbroglio with her 
honor intact. 

Still feeling the effects of those inse
curity genes, the little globules of doubt? 
Try this for an antidote - your assign
ment for our next major holiday, Pass
over: At the Seder, you defend the 
Pharaoh. 

Yehuda L ev, a regular columnist, has 
worked as a journalist in Israel, Europe and 
the United States. H e lives in Providence. 

~ ------------------- -------------:-:i 
Letters to the editor 

Why send teens to Philly? Here's why 
In the February 6th issue of The Jewish 

Voice & Herald,. a reader asked: "Why do 
forty Jewish teenagers travel to Philadel
phia to help the homeless, when there are 
many homeless people right here?" There 
is more than one answer to your question. 

For the five years that we have gone 
on this trip, we have spent one day with a 
man named Frank Ferrell. When Frank's 
son Trevor was eleven years old, he was 
watching the news one winter evening and 
saw that there were many homeless people 
on the streets of Philadelphia. He asked 
his father if they had any extra blankets 
that they could give to the homeless. The 
first few nights he delivered blankets, and 
as time passed, it turned into soup and 
sandwiches handed out of the Ferrell's sta
tion wagon in the winter night. 

Now, twenty years later, there are low
cost living shelters all over the United 
States for families that people have donated 
in the name of Trevor Ferrell. In Philadel
phia, we learn first hand about the differ
ence that a young person can make in the 
world. We get to know the homeless per
sonally and learn from their stories. 

That does not mean that when we 
come back to Rhode Island our work 
is done. In addition to working with 
the homeless, we also engage in educa
tional sessions on the homeless situation 
in Rhode Island and examine Jewish texts 
that illustrate our obligation to help those 
in need. 

As a result of their experiences on the 
Philadelphia trip, a number of past par
ticipants have become involved in work
ing with the homeless here in Rhode 
Island. Jill Teverow started putting boxes 
in the lunchroom at Moses Brown so 

Dena White, of Providence, helps a Philadelphia homeless woman find w inter gloves. 

that students could donate the uneaten to what we can do to help others. 
food from their lunches to local shelters. Zachary Lichaa 
Max Dwares, who sadly passed away, once Barrington 
made 1,500 peanut butter and jelly sand- Zachary Lichaa is a senior at Bar-
wiches which he brought to Traveler's Aid. rington High School and a student in the 
Elana Chernick-Kritz and Kelsey Shottek . Harry Elkin Midrasha Community High 
worked with other Jewish students in a School of the Bureau of Jewish Education 
project to work with the homeless in South of Rhode Island. He has participated in all 
County. jive Philadelphia trips. 

The Philadelphia trip has meant so 
much to me. I learned how I can make 
a difference in the world, to treat home
less people with dignity and respect. For 
so many teens like me, the Philadelphia 
trip has provided the opportunity for entry 
into the world of community service and 

A 'Passionate' . 
warning 

Mel Gibson's movie, "The Passion of 
the Christ," needs to serve as a warning to 
us that anti-Semitism is not a relic of the 
past. Released on Ash Wednesday, histor
ically a day that marked the beginning of a 
season in which anti-Semitism flourished · 
in centuries past, the message of blaming 
Jews for the death of Christ is a warning 
to our people that ancient hatreds do not 
die easily and ignorance flourishes. It is 
also a libel of the worst sort against the 
Jews; History is clear on this issue, as it 
was the occupying forces of Rome that 
took the actions leading to the crucifixion 
of Christ. 

Movies are a multi-million dollar 
enterprise and we need to acknowledge 
that Gibson did not act in a vacuum in 
creating this particular movie. There were 
many, many interests that had to sign onto 
that project to bring it to completion. 

We need to recognize that while we 
are not a monolithic force and do not 
speak in one voice on all issues, there 
are alliances that need to be avoided in 
all instances. Fundamentalists have never 
been our friends! They selectively pander 
to some of our concerns, while attacking 
the values that are the hallmark of our 
religion. 

Howard Lisnoff 
Narragansett 
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The message behind the movie 
By Rabbi Ariel Bar Tzadok 

Alright, I have seen the new Mel 
Gibson film , "The Passion of the Christ." 
As always Mr. Gibson has made a fine 
movie, as realistic and riveting as "Gone 
with the Wind" or "Star Wars." To me, 
the "Passion of the Christ" is just like 
every other fictional movie I have ever 
seen - it is a story. It is not real, it is not 
history, it is not "the way it was." 

There is much to say about the mov
ie's historical inaccuracies, and in spite 
of all the public statements to the oppo
site , "The Passion of the Christ" definitely 
contains subtle anti-Semitic elements. Let 
me document some of them here. 

Mr. Gibson portrays his view of the 
Sadducean Temple priests, rabbis, and 
many of the other Jews of the day who 
condemned, mocked,jeered and beat Jesus 
as wearing curled peyos (side locks), in 
accordance to the same style as those worn 
today by Orthodox Jews from the eastern 
European Hasidic tradition. 

The priests and rabbis are also wear
ing some kind of cloak or shawl that is 
made with long black stripes, similar in 
appearance to the eastern European ver
sion of the Ta/it (prayer shawl , worn by 
religious Jews during morning prayers) . 

It is a clear and indisputable fact of 
reality that both the side locks and prayer 
shawls of eastern European design were 
totally unknown in the days of Jesus. Mr. 
Gibson clearly uses modern day forms of 
Jewish identity to make sure J:hat his audi
ences will be certain to recognize the rela
tionship benveen modern day Jews and 
those whom some Christians hold respon
sible for the murder of their Lord. 

The Jews in · the crowd are shown 
jeering and beating Jesus without cause. 
Their behavior certainly arouses resent
ment and anger to anyone watching. By 
dressing ancient Jews to make them look 
ever so subtly like modern Jews, Mr. 

Gibson is making sure that his audience 
will have no problem transferring its anger 
and resentment onto those Jews of today. 

Mr. Gibson has, in his own words 
tried to make the film as historically accu
rate as he could, including having the 
characters speaking Latin, Hebrew and 

of my belief system, as such it is not an 
image etched within my psyche. When 
I see the character of Jesus suffering, I 
think of the countless real Jews who have 
suffered just as Jesus does in the movie. 

When I as a Jew see the character 
of Jesus being beaten and his mother 

The Last Supper, a scene from "The Passion of the Christ" Photo by Icon Productions 

Aramaic. There are many modern day 
speakers of Aramaic, among them Assyr
ian (non-Catholic) Christians and Sep
hardic Jews. I am fully versed and fluent 
in Hebrew and Aramaic, and every time I 
heard Aramaic spoken in the movie, it was 
rife with mistakes in dialogue, grammar, 
usage and translation. Yes, it was that bad. 

Mr. Gibson chose a Jesu it priest to 
write his Aramaic script when it is clear 
from the job that he did that the man has 
absolutely no living knowledge of the lan
guage This indicates Mr. Gibson's alle
giance to his religion, right or wrong, as 
opposed to any true desire to be histori
cally accurate and correct. 

When I , an Orthodox Rabbi, see "The 
Passion" I see it in a different light than 
your average Christian. You see, the death 
and resurrection of Christ is not a part 

crying over her suffering son, I do not 
identify with what is considered by many 
non-Christians to be a fi ctional account 
recorded in the Gospels. Rather, I feel 
the pain of the many Jewish mothers 
throughout nvo thousand years of Chris
tian persecution who have cried without 
comfort over tl1e sufferings anf l9ss of 
their children. • 

I identify with the Jewish mothers 
who cried for their sons, suffering from 
German Nazis, Russian Cossacks, Span
ish Inquisitors, and all types of European 
Crusaders. All of these persecutors of the 
Jews held one thing in common - they 
were all Christians, and they had all at 
one time or another seen a "passion play," 
similar to Mr. Gibson's movie that moti
vated them to, in their eyes, take revenge 
for Christ against those who killed him. 

There comes the time when, for the 
sake of a greater good, we must put fac ts 
aside and instead address matters of faith. 
Mr. Gibson's movie has me potential to set 
back good Jewish-Christian relations a long 
way. 

This is why I feel it is most important 
now that we address matters of camaraderie 
rather than matters of con£ict. As peoples 
of faith, we Jews and Christians have more 
in common based upon our faith than we 
have that separates us based upon our diver
gent views of historical facts, theology and 
doctrine. 

Christians have adopted our Jewish 
Bible and placed it alongside their own. 
Almough they call ours the "old " and theirs 
the "new" Christians still recognize the 
value and importance of the covenant that 
God made with us, the Jewish people. 

I have heard many commentators on 
"The Passion of Christ" state that what is 
needed is a movie about Jesus' life, not his 
death. M ost of Jesus' statements as recorded 
in the Gospels actually express traditional 
Rabbinic teachings of the time. If Chris
tians only knew the Jewish source for many 
of their sacred beliefs, I believe that this 
would go a long way towards healing a nvo 
millennia old conflict that has been noming 
other than a desecration of God 's Name. 

One last point, specifically for my 
Christian readers. If the story of Jesus as 
portrayed in the Gospels were actual fact, 
and Jesus was actually a righteous Jew per
secuted by wicked Sadducean Priests and 
their Roman overlords, I myself would have 
come to his defense, and even carried his 
cross. More so, most religious Jews I know 
would have done the same. We Jews are not 
Christ killers; we are the victims of those 
who have accused us of such. 

Ariel Bar Tzadok is the founder and head 
of the Yeshiva of Yeshivat Benei Nivi 'im, in 
Chicago. 

Jews hurt themselves by attacking 'The Passion' 
By Rabbi Daniel Lapin 

Just over a week has passed since the 
release of Mel Gibson's "The Passion," 
and the numbers are staggering. Ticket 
sales have rung up more than S 110 mil
lion in the first few days. One Dallas 
multiplex has reserved all nventy of its 
screens for The Passion. Besides it's con
tinued financial success, I would like to 
make nvo predictions about this movie: . 

One, The Passion will become 
famous as the most serious and substan
tive biblical movie ever made. It will be 
one of the most talked-about entertain
ment events in history - it is currently 
on the cover of Newsweek and Vanity 
Fair. 

And nvo, the faith of millions of 
Christians will become more fervent as 
The Passion uplifts and inspires them. It 
will propel vast numbers of unreligious 
Americans to embrace Christianity. 

Those Jewish organizations that 
have squandered both time and money 
futilely protesting The Passion, osten
sibly in order to prevent pogroms in 
Pittsburgh, can hardly be proud of their 

performance. They failed at everything 
they attempted. They were hoping to 
ruin Gibson rather than enrich him. 
They were hoping to suppress Passion 
rather th'an promote it. Finally, they were 
hoping to help Jews rather than harm 
them. 

However, instead of helping the 
Jewish community, they have inflicted 
lasting harm. I enjoy extensive communi
cation with Christian America and what 
I hear is troubling. Fearful of attracting 
the ire of Jewish groups that are so quick 
to hurl the "anti-Semite" epithet, some 
Christians are reluctant to speak out. 
Although one can bludgeon resentful 
people into silence, behind closed doors 
emotions continue to simmer. 

Many individual Jews have shared 
with me their embarrassment that many 
national Jewish organizations, ostensibly 
representing them, attack The Passion 
but are silent about depraved enter
tainment that encourages killing cops 
and brutalizing women. Citing artistic 
freedom, Jewish groups helped protect 
sacrilegious exhibits such as the anti-

Christian feces extravaganza presented 
by the Brooklyn Museum four years 
ago. One can hardly blame Christians 
for assuming that Jews feel artistic 
freedom is important only when exer
cised by those hostile toward Christi
anity. 

From audiences around America, 
I am encountering bitterness at Jewish 
organizations insisting that belief in 
the New Testament is de facto evidence 
of anti-Semitism. Christians heard 
Jewish leaders denouncing Gibson for 
making a movie that follows Gospel 
accounts of the Crucifixion long before 
any of them had even seen the movie. 
Furmermore, Christians are hurt mat 
Jewish groups are presuming to teach 
them what Christian Scripture "really 
means." It 's a preposterous proposition 
that Jews will reeducate Christians 
about Christian theology and history. 
Is it any wonder that this breathtaking 
arrogance spurs bitterness? 

Many Christians who, wim good 
reason, have considered themselves to 
bethe Jews' best (and perhaps, only) 

friends also feel bitter at Jews believing mat 
Passion is revealing startling new infor
mation about the Crucifixion. They are 
incredulous at Jews thinking that exposure 
to the Gospels in visual form will instantly 
transform the most philo-Semitic gentiles 
of history into snarling, Jew-hating preda
tors. 

Christians are baffled by Jews who 
don't understand that President George 
Washington, who knew and revered every 
word of the Gospels, was still able to 
write that oft-quoted beautiful letter to 
the Touro Synagogue in Newport, offering 
friendship and full participation in Amer
ica to the Jewish community. 

Today, peril mreatens all Americans, 
both Jews and Christians. Many of me 
men and women in the front lines find 
great support in their Christian faim. It 
is strange that Jewish organizations, pur
porting to protect Jews, think mat insult
ing allies is the preferred way to carry out 
that mandate. 

Rabbi Daniel Lapin is president of 
Toward Tradition, an educational organiza
tion that supports judeo-Christian unity. 
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Purim: the antidote to bad news 
By Jonathan Rubin 

Purim has become something 
akin to a Jewish April Fool. The 
merriment that accompanies the 
story of the narrow Jewish escape 
from destruction must have given 
us our· unique sense of humor, 
and thus was born the idea of 
Purimschtick. 

So what is Purim anyway? 
It's not a major holiday (i.e. 

you .don't get off of work), but 
in many cases it's the most fes
tive Jewish holiday on the books. 
Purim commemorates a day that 
happened many hundreds of years 
after the Exodus, in the city 
of Shushan, part of the Persian 
Empire. It 's a story of sticking up 
for the right thing even in the 
face of adversity, of a brave her
oine and a wicked man who is 
hanged at the end. And it's about 
giving to others, celebrating our 
religious freedom, and, of course, 
eating and noshing. 

In Israel, it's the festive equiv
alent of Halloween, minus all 
of the malevolence, trickery and 
blackness. It's a fun costume holi
day, really, where everyone dresses 
up in masquerade, and the above
mentioned Purim parties take 
place. There is also the reading 
from the story of Esther, the 
Jewish queen who· saved Jews 
from a grisly demise. We also give 
misloach manot, or gift baskets 
many of fruit and candy, to other 
people during this t ime. And, of 
course, there's the Hamantashen 

cookies modeled after the wicked 
Haman's hat. 

In the . Diaspora, "Purim 
Spiels" have become very popu
lar: they are whimsical takes on 
the story of Purim, often done 
as a parody of some Broadway 
musical like Annie or movie clas
sics like Star Wars or Grease. In 
Rhode Island there are usually 
betw~en two and five spiels and 
parties held in honor of Purim, 
often simultaneously, so call your 
local synagogue fo r details. 

Some scholars say that you are 
commanded to drink on Purim, 
while others say the Torah pro
hibits excessive drinking, which 
goes to prove that it is a Jewish 
holiday after all, due to all that 
lovely bickering that makes Jews 
Jewish. 

Joining the popular ranks of 
Purim spiels are Purim spoofs, 
which brings us to this issue of 
The Jewish Voice & Herald. Once 
a year, the V&H takes some cre
ative (and journalistic) liberties, 
and spins some stories that will 
never happen. Enjoy. 

Local 
Cicilline adds Irish, 
Zoroastrian to list 
of his ethpicities 

PROVIDENCE - In a 
move that is hoped to build 
broad alliances with some of the 

Prov-idence Mayor D avid Cicil
line has.announced that, in addi
tion to possessing both Jewish 
and Catholic roots, and also being 
Italian and gay, he also has "strong 
ancestral ties" to Ireland and 
the lesser known religious faith, 
Zoroastrianism. "My multi-fac
eted upbringing has always been 
a source of pride for me," Cicil
line said at a press conference 
recently. "And, after some dig
ging, I found even more to be 
proud of." Happy Purim! 

Foster/ Gloucester Jewish 
population survey confirms 

lack of Foster Gloucester 
Jewish community 

FOSTER/ GLOUCESTER 
- A small Jewish demographic 
study conducted in the small 
towns of Foster/Gloucester in 
Northern Rhode Island has con
firmed the number of Jews living 
in that area at 3. The research 
was done after wild speculation 
had resulted in varying figures as 
to the number, ranging from 2 to 
6, or up to a 100% differential. 
Happy Purim ! 

"Talking Sharon Doll" 
to be unveiled? 

MONTREAL - Canadian 
toy manufacturers are rumored 
to unveil a new "Talking Sharon 
Doll" at an upcoming toy fair. 
The toy, which resembled the 
stout Israeli Prime Minister wear-

"underrepresented" portions of ing a gray business suit, comes 
the Rhode Island constituency, with an Atkins Weight Loss 
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book and a detachable yarmulke. 
When the string is pulled, the 
talking Sharon has one of two 
prerecorded statements to make: 
"We will never give up the settle
ments" or "We must remove the 
settlements immediately." Happy 
Purim! 

. Federation 
JV&H to use "news bike" 

PROVIDENCE- It's not a 
newscopter, but it'll have to do. 
To boost delivery efficiency, the 
Jewish Voice & H erald will uti
lize a customized dirt bike to aid 
in door-to-door distribution. The 
"JV& H news Huffy" will contain 
delivery bags on either side of the 
frame, will be painted blue and 
white and will have a range of 7 
miles per 200 calories burned. It 
will also sport a shiny new bell. 
Happy Purim! 

Men's alliance lays out 
next year's events 

PROVIDENCE - Not to 
be outdone by the Women's Alli
ance's recent yoga, "Mar-tea-n i" 
night or knitting program to 
clothe Russian Jews, the Men's 
Alliance has laid out its next 
year's plans of events, which will 
include intergenerational paint
ball matches, interfaith arm 
wrestling, cigar making (and 
smoking), and beer brewing (and 
tasting). See last issue for fewer 
details. Happy Purim! 

Anonymous donor lends 
name to "Anonymous Jewish 

Community Campus" 
Taking into account the 

Jewish belief that anonymous 
giving is one of the most positive 
ways to give charity, the newly 
proposed campus has received a 
S 10 million anonymous donation. 
In turn, the campus, which will 
house many of the major Jewish 
agencies in Rhode Island, will 
now be called the "Mr. and Mrs. 
Anonymous Jewish Community 
Campus." Happy Purim! 

World 
Bush bans c~rbonated soda, 

words more than 
10 letters long 

WASHINGTON - Call-

ing it his "clean up house initia
tive," President Bush has banned 
the sale of carbonated soda, call
ing it the "beverage of Beelze
bub," and ordered that all words 
that were 10 or more letters long 
be removed from the dictionary,_ 
which will henceforth be called 
the "word book." The President 
remarked at a recent press con
ference that "American brains 
have more better things to focus 
on than tricky words." Happy 
Purim! 

Israel ponders 
new fence ideas 

ISRAEL - Responding to 
international pressure on the con
struction of its "security fence," 
Israel is entertaining some other 
options to use as boundaries. 
Ideas of an "invisible fence" were 
quickly shot down at a recent 
Knesset meeting, as were clothes
lines and chain link fences with 
basketball hoops. "The white 
picket fence has become very pop
ular," a senior Israeli official said 
recently "because it would be nice 
if things just settled down on 
both sides and we had lemonade." 
Happy Purim! 

TOP TEN LEAST 
FAVORITE BAR/ BAT 
MITZVAH THEMES 

10. The Spanish Inquisition 

9. Nature's gifts: brussel 
sprouts 

8. Asceticism 

7. The pains of puberty 

6. Laundry day 

5. 14'h century Bavarian Rabbi 
Yoe! ben Yitzchok Halpern 

4. Jewish Kickboxing 
Legend(s) 

3. Mel Gibson's "The Passion" 

2. The Trials of Job 

1. Spam 
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Masri, Rachel Siegal, Jonathan 
R ubin 
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Purim 
'Exodus II Proposal' 
shocks community 

Sava on Aliyah: Get me outta here! 
Many of you have become 

familiar with my owner Alison 
through her "Alison on Aliyah 
columns," in the Jewish Voice 

poodle, meaning I am half Eng
lish and half French, but asking 
me to tackle Hebrew as well is 
too much to bear. 

friends, my dog walking park, 
frequent grooming, etc. Here, 
the streets are a tough place to 
be. There are many stray dogs 
and cats, and, frankly, I think 
even the kittens could take me 
in a fight. In the park, all the 
other dogs speak Hebrew and 
I do not feel as though I am 
part of their clique. I yearn to 
see my friends in the Elmgrove 
Park once again. 

By Marty Cooper 
In a surprising development, 

organizers of the Partnership pro
gram, which is designed to unify 
the Rhode Island Jewish commu
nity, did an about face and have 
now come up with a new rec
ommendation to build a stronger 
community. 

The pro
posal, ten
t at iv el y 
design ated 
"Exodus II," 
calls for a 
majority of 
the Prov
idence 
County 
Jewish pop
ulation to 
move south 
to Warwick, 
East Green
wich and 
N o r t h 
Kingstown. Jews in Cranston will 
not be asked to relocate. The 
recently completed demographic 
study indicates that "southern 
migration" is already the pri
mary method of Jewish commu
nity growth in this area, and will 
speed up this process fivefold. 

Families wishing to partici
pate in the "second Exodus" will 
be eligible to receive grant money 
ranging from $500 to $2,500, 
depending upon need and location 
of move. A move to East Green
wich for instance, may result in a 
$2500 grant as real estate is quite 
high in that region. A move to 
Exeter, on the other hand, may 
earn up to $500. A local moving 
company has already been con
tacted and is willing to provide 
a discount of 5-10% off regular 
terms to help defray incurred 
moving expenses. 

Under this proposal the Fed
eration, as well as the Jewish 
Community Center and Bureau 
of Jewish Education, will remain 
in Providence so that everyone 
can "share in the burden of driv
ing north to meetings and social 
events." However, as part of the 
greater scheme, Partnership lead
ership suggests that a new "sat
ellite Federation" building be 
constructed at Qyonset Point 
in North Kingstown. (Qyonset 
Point is located on Narragansett 
Bay with easy access from route 4 
south). 

The Exodus II plan also calls 
for a private new beach located 

WARNING: PURIM ARTI

CLES ARE NOT TO BE TAKEN 

SERIOUSLY, OR INTERNALLY. 

near Bonnet Shores. The beach 
will include a spa, whirlpool, 
steam room and kosher snack 
bar. 

The proposal also calls for 
a new Hillel at URI. This will 
be located on approximately five 
acres of land and include a new 

Jewish Day 
School, which 
will incor-
porate the 
South . County 
H ebrew 
School. A 
Jewish Com
munity Center 
in Westerly is 
also being dis
cussed. 

Besides 
being a very 
funny guy, 
Marty Cooper is 
a Cran-
ston-based busi

ness consultant and a member of 
the Jewish Voice & Herald editorial 
board and business committee. 

Sava 

& Herald. 
Wei 1, 
she's gone 
to bed for 
the eve
ning so I 
feel as 
though I 
can speak 
freely. 

I 
h a v e 
deter

mined that, while making 
aliyah (moving to Israel) is a 
wonderful thing for humans, 
it stinks for dogs. 

For humans, making 
aliyah means moving to your 
homeland, learning the lan
guage, eating native foods and 
feeling as though you belong. 
For a dog - quite the opposite. 

First of all, there is this 
learning the language thing. I 
am half cocker spaniel and half 

I cannot make those "ch" 
noises, reading right to left is 
too confusing and I do not know 
why people keep yelling "kelev" 
at me. At least Alison can go 
to ulpan classes and practice con
versational Hebrew with other 
people. All she does for me 
is leave copies of Ha'aretz and 
the Jerusalem Post around, but 
I think she wants me to pee on 
them and not read them. 

Now for the food. For 
humans, the food seems pretty 
good - lots of fruit, vegetables, 
yogurt, etc. I, on the other hand, 
am not amused. I fully under
stand this whole kosher thing, 
but kosher kibble . .. kosher raw
hide ... kosher pig's ears - this is 
taking things too far. If I have 
to eat one more bite of"Ch "ibbles 
and Bits or Purina Pupik Chow, I 
think I will go insane. 

Last is this feeling of belong
ing. In the States, I had my 

If anyone reading this 
wants to help me, there are a 
few things that would make my 
life here easier (please send any 
and all of them): 

• Real dog food 
• Berlitz Hebrew for Hounds 

tapes 
• A one way plane ticket 

back to Providence 
I am counting on you all to 

lend me a paw!!!!! 
Sava, formerly of Pawtucket 

and Seattle, is a cockapoo living 
in Jerusalem. 

Purim is the time to ... 
SUNDAY, MARCH 7 2004 ,--------------, ,1~. ,-----------~• 

~ .,1,,, 

v1~~~ -·qo 
LISTEN to the reading of the Me
gilla (Book of Esther) this year 2004, 
Saturday eve, March 6, and again on 
Sunday, March 7, thereby recounting 
and reliving in our own day, the 

SEND a gift of at least two kinds of 
prepared food (pastry, fruit, beverage, 
etc.) to at least one friend. (Each item 
of food should be at least one ounce 
or more.3-1 /2 oz. for liquids. 

GIVE charity to two or more people. Fff 
If you cannot find poor people, place 
at least two coins in a charity box. In 
the Megillah this is called "Matonos 
L'Evyonim'.' 

EAT the festive Purim meal and 
rejoice in the Purim spirit. 

great miracle of Purim. 
The above Mitzvos should be done on the day of Purim 

FAST OF ESTHER 
Because Purim is Sunday, we 

therefore fast on the Thursday be
fore. (This year March 4.) This com
memorates the day of prayer when 
Jews fasted before their victorious 
battle. It is customary, before the 
Mincha prayers on this day to give 
3 half-dollars to charity. This com
memorates the yearly contribution 
by all Jews to the Temple in the 
Hebrew month of Adar. 

More Purim inlormation 
ALHANISSIM INVOLVE THE CHILDREN 

Remember to add in the Amidah As in all Mitzvot, encourage young 
prayer and in Grace After Meals, the children to fulfill the Purim Mitzvot. 
special part for Purim, beginning "Al Boys and girls past Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
Hanissim. are obligated, as are adults to do all 

Purim Mitzvot. 

PURIM ON SUNDAY The Purim Mitzvos (Precepts) 
So as not to desecrate the Shah- demonstrate the unity and together

bos, all Purim activities should begin 
only after the conclusion of Shabbos, 
March 6, at 6:40 p.m. in Providence. 

ness of the Jewish people. The more 
charity and Purim presents one gives 
the better. There is no greater joy than 
to gladden the heart of the poor, the 
orphans and the widows. 

Courtesy of: Chabad-Lubavitch of Southeastern New England 
48 Savoy Street 

Providence, Rhode Island 02906 
Telephone: (401) 273-7238 
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World 
As Haiti burns, its· few Jews 
choose business over olitics 

HAND CUT CRY S TAL BY VARGA 

FIELD & ROSE 
· www. fieldandrose.com 

139 Elmgrove Avenue, Pro\•idence, Rhode Island · 40 1.33 1.5323 

Stephen F. Schiff, M.D., F.A.C.S. 

By Larry Luxner 
PETIONVILLE, Haiti 

OTA) - Haiti today has no more 
than 50 Jews out of a total popu
lation of 8.5 million. Most of the 
Jews who used to live here have 
fled to the Unjted States, Panama 
and elsewhere in recent years in 
the face of crushing poverty and 
worserung violence. 

In the past week, more than 
40 people have been killed and 
hundreds injured in protests that 
toppled President Jean-Bertrand 
Aristide, is a former priest who 
spent fou r years in Israel study
ing theology and speaks six lan
guages, including Hebrew. He 
already was overthrown once 
before, in 1991, but returned to 
the presidency three years later 
under the protection of U.S. 
Marines. 

MOHEL 
CERTIFIED by Jewish Theological Seminary and 

the Rabbinical Assembly 

Not much is known about 
Haiti 's Jewish history except that 
Luis de Torres, the interpreter of 
Christopher Columbus, was the 
first Jew to set foot in Haiti, in 
1492. 

The first Jewish immigrants 
came from Brazil in the 17th cen
tury, after Haiti was con uered 

CERTIFIED by the American Board of Urology 401-27 4-6565 

Project Shoresh Presents 

Rebbetzin Esther Jungreis 
Rebbetzin Esther Jungreis 
was born in Hunga ry and is 
descended from a great rabbinic 
dynasty that traces its lineage 
back to King David. A survivor of 
the Bergen-Belsen concentration 
camp, founder and president of 
Hineni, she writes a weekly 
column for the Jewish Press, 
lectures extensively all over the 
globe, and has been featured in 
numerous nationa l publications 
such as Newsweek, Time, People, 
and New York magazine, as well 
as the New York Times and other 
major newspapers worldwide. 

Wednesday, March 10th • 7:30 pm 
At the Jewish Community Center of Rhode Island 

401 Elmgrove Avenue, Providence 

Join us to hear the world-renowned author, lecturer, television personality and founder of the 
Hineni movement, Rebbetzin Jungreis. Author of Jewish Soul on Fire and The Committed 

Life, recently released a new best selling book - The Committed Marriage, a guide to finding 
a soul mate, strengthening a relationship, healing past hurts, and building a life together on 

the foundation of faith and the timeless wisdom of Jewish tradition. 

Co-Sponsored by 

s 
Book signing after the lecture. • Al l Welcome • Free and Open to the Public 

Questions? Call or email Rabbi Aaron Lapin at Project Shoresh 
935-5238 • projectshoresh@hotmail.com 

Project Shoresh is a community resource that promotes Jewish identity and spirituality. 

HAITIAN LEADER - Gilbert Bigio, leader of Haiti's tiny Jewish com
munity, holds a Torah scroll in f ront of his home in Port-au-Prince, 
Nov. 12, 2003. Larry Luxner/HA Photo 

by the French. These Marranos 
were all murdered or expelled 
- along with the rest of the 
white population - during Tous
saint L'Ouverture's slave revolt in 
1804. 

Archaeologists have discov
ered the remains of a synagogue 
in Jeremie, a city along H aiti's 
southern peninsula that was home 
to many mixed-race families of 
Jewish origin. There also are 
vague historical references to 
Jewish tombstones in the port 
cities of Cap H aitien and J acme!. 

ports to Eastern European Jews 
fleeing the Nazis. 

Many of those grateful Ash
kenazim stayed until the late 
1950s. 

Gilbert Bigio, the communi
ty's de facto leader, says that at 
one time as many as 300 Jews 
lived in Haiti. 

"Every Rosh Hashanah and 
Yorn Kippur, our house was com
pletely full," recalled Bigio, who 
noted that until recently all reli
gious ceremonies were held at his 
home. 

But attendance for the High 
Holidays has gradually dwindled 
along with Haiti's Jewish popula
tion. 

Gaston Michel, a local tour
ism official in Jacmel who claims 
Jewish roots, says, "The Jews in 
Haiti had to hide their Judaism. 
You couldn't go to school if you 
weren't Catholic." "The last Jewish wedding 

here was my daughter's, eight 
By the end of the 19th cen- years ago, and the last brit mi/a 

tury, however, Sephardi Jews was that of my son, 30 years ago," 
began arriving from Lebanon, he says. 
Egypt and Syria. In 1937, Haitian 
f Bigio, 68, lives in a big, beau-o ficials - like their counterparts 

tiful house in Petionville, one of in the neighboring Dominican 
the few upscale neighborhoods 

Republic - began issuing pass- in 

Fall River Jewish Home 
538 Robeson St., Fall River, MA 02720 

A skilled nursing facility 
providing complete rehabilitative 

services and spiritual support. 

Respite Care Available 

Conveniently located 
only 20 minutes from Providence 

., 

-v6-v For more information call -v6-v 
¥ (508) 679-6172 ¥ , 
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Israel asks U.S. Egypt 
help in Gaza 

The United States and Egypt 
want to know more about Israel's 
proposal for Egypt to help secure 
Gaza after an Israeli withdrawal. 
Dov Weisglass, Prime Minister 
Ariel Sharon's chief of staff, and 
Giora Eiland, Sharon' national 
security adviser, discussed the idea 
Monday in meetings with Con
doleezza Rice, President Bush's 
national security adviser, and U.S. 
Secretary of State Colin Powell. 
The Israelis are ready for a total 
withdrawal, but say they need 
Egyptian help to keep arms smug
glers from crossing the Gaza
Egypt border. 

Israel: Settlers must go 
Israeli settlers at six illegal 

outposts in the West Bank have 
until Thursday to evacuate, state 
prosecutors said. After then, the 
prosecutors told the High Court 
of Justice on Tuesday, settlers at 
Hazon David, Tai Binyamin, Bat 
Ayin West, Ginot Aryeh, Havat 
Shaked and Havat Maon will be 
evacuated by force. The prosecu
tion's statement came after the 
High Court rejected a settler peti
tion against the evacuation order 
issued in January. 

PAINFUL PREDICTION - A top 
Reform rabbi is predicting the 
death of Conservative Judaism, 
drawing protests from the Con
servative movement's leadership. 
The objections surfaced this week 
in response to an essay by Rabbi 
Paul Menitoff, executive vice 
president of the Reform move
ment's Central Conference of 
American Rabbis. The essay 
argued that within several 
decades Conservative Jews likely 
will move either to the more 
liberal Reform movement or to 
the more traditional Orthodox 
world. JTA Photo 

UNFORGETTABLE FUN, 
INCOMPARABLE 

SURROUNDINGS 

OVERNIGHT CAMP: 
TWO FOUR-WEEK 

SESSIONS, 

GRADES 2 - 10. 

DAY CAMP: 
FOUR TWO-WEEK 

SESSIONS, 

AGES 6 TO 9. 

beautiful , newly developed campus 
72-acre site 
magnificent waterfront 
sailing, canoeing, kayaking 
spacious cabins 
comprehensive programming 
expansive rec hall 
sports fields and courts 
dining hall with an inspiring view 
two swimming pools 
protected environment 
highly skilled, caring staff 
warm, friendly atmosphere 
family feeling Located in 

Wakefield, RI. 
Kosher dietary 
laws observed. 

FOR REGISTRATION INFORMATION CONTACT: 

Camp JORI, 229 Waterman Street, Providence, RI 02906 

CALL: 401 / 521-2655 

OR: Camp Director Ronni Guttin at 401 / 781 -3016 

WEB: WWW.CAMP JORI.COM ACCREDITED 

E-MAIL: CAMPJORI @HOTMAIL.COM CAMP • '® CAMPJORI l:::iEin 
ON WORDEN'S POND 

Let's talk yarmulkes 
The French Senate began 

debating a bill Tuesday calling 
for the banning of all conspicuous 
religious signs in state schools. 
A large majority is expected to 
support for the bill, which would 
ban Muslim head scarves, yar
mulkes and large crosses from 
school premises. Senators are to 
vote Wednesday on a text that 
was accepted last month by the 
National Assembly, the lower 
house of the French legislature. 
Supported by both government 
and opposition parties, the bill 
could become law at the begin
ning of the nex t academic year. 
Muslim and Christian groups 
have expressed strong reserva
tions about the legislation, but 
French Jewish groups largely have 
welcomed it. 

Judas on the air 
ABC will broadcast "Judas," 

a made-for-TV movie, next week. 
The two-hour movie, to be shown 
at 9 p.m. on March 8, will focus 
on the figure who, according 
to the New Testament, betrayed 
Jesus. 
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FIELD&ROSE 
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, _Al\ia,nce of the Jewish Federation ,r 
'\j'1o1"\-e-ns and the 0 Rhode f.-!q 

~~e Bureau ofJewish Education ofRhode Island s. Jzcl 

invites -you to attend its 5764 

ROSH HODESH SERIES 

Women ofValor: How do they relate to our lives? 
March 22 • April 22 

29 Adar · 1 I11ar 

MARCH~ 
Date: Monda11, March 22, 2004 Topic: "Dona Gracia Nasi: A Woman For A ll Seasons· 

Time: 12:00 - 1:30 pm 
Location, Temple Sinai, 

30 Hagan A venue, Cmnston, RI 
Cost: $12, lunch included 
Presenter, Carol K. Inga[l Ed. D. 

Dr. Bernard Heller Professor of Jewish Education 
Jewish Theoloqy Seminan1 of America 

We all need role models, Jewish women who make 
things happen in the po litical, economic, intellectual, 
and religious realms, domains usually considered male 
preserves. Meet a mover and shaker in all those a renas, 
and more. By the way, she lived in the sixteenth 
century. 

APRI~a,t, 
. ,JI' 

Date, Thursda11, April 22, 2004 

Time: 7:00 - 9:00 pm 
Location, Congregation Beth Sholom 

275 Camp Street, Providence, RI 
Cost: $5, dessert included 
Presenter, Alison Rose, Ph.D. 

U nivmit\j ofRhode Island 

Topic: 'Golda Meir: Mother of a Nation' 

Golda Meir, Israel 's fourth Prime Minister. was 
often asked if she felt limited because she was a 
woman. She would respond, ·1 don't know, I've 
never tried to be a man. " While reflecting her 
direct approach and her sense of humor, these words 
also hold an element of truth . This presentation will 
examine the life of this exceptional woman, focusing 
on her unique approach to politics and how being a 
woman influenced her image in the eyes of Israelis 
and the world . 

For more information contact Robin Kauffman, 331-0956, E-mail rkauffman@bjeri.org 
or to register for any or all of the programs, return the following information: 

Name: _ _ ________ _ Phone: _ ___ _ ___ E-mail: ______ _ 

Check enclosed: 

Mail to: 

D March22 D April 22 

Jewish Federation of Rhode Island 
130 Sessions Street • Providence, RI 02906 
Attn: Rosh Hodesh Program 

9 
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Israel 
West Bank sweep 
Israeli troops killed a Pales

tinian terrorist in a West Bank 
sweep. Witnesses described the 
man shot dead in T ulkarm refugee 
camp on Wednesday as a member 
of Al-Aqsa Martyrs Brigades, an 
armed group in Yasser Arafat · s 
Fatah faction. A bystander was 
hurt in the shooting. T he army 
also arrested 16 Palestinian fugi
tives in the West Bank over
night. 

Backlash over 
Tannenbaum 

An Israeli businessman sus
pected of collaborating with Hez
bollah while in Lebanese cap
tivity was linked to Prime Minis
ter Ariel Sharon. Maariv newspa
per reported on Wednesday that 
Elhanan Tannenbaum, who has 
been under Shin Bet interroga
tion since the Lebanese militia 
released him in a prisoner swap 
in January, was the son-in-law of 
a former Sharon business part
ner. Tannenbaum, a reserve artil
lery colonel and failed entrepre
neur, is suspected of falling into 
Hezbollah 's hands while on an 
illegal business deal and divulg-

ing military secrets to the militia. 
Upon his release Sharon raised 
eyebrows by ordering that he be 
treated gently by the Shin Bet. 
On W ednesday, the prime min
ister denied knowing of his indi
rect ties to Tannenbaum and dis
missed the Maariv story as a 
"wild attack". 

Gunned down in Gaza 
A Palestinian journalist and 

Yasser Arafat loyalist was gunned 
down in Gaza City. Palestinian 
police had no immediate suspects 
in the slaying of Khalil Zebin, 59, 
outside his office Tuesday. The 

killing comes amid increasing 
evidence of lawlessness in Pales
tinian-populated areas. Palestin
ian journalists increasingly have 
come under attack in Gaza by 
gangs believed to be linked to 
the Palestinian Authority presi
dent's Fatah movement, who are 
unhappy with media criticism 
of the dominant faction. Arafat 
called the incident a "filthy assas
sination." 

West Bank man killed 
Israeli forces killed a Pales

tinian man who tried to resist 
arrest. It was not immediately 

Many assisted living facilities 

off er programs for people 

with memory impairment. 

But our residence offers a way of life. 

Many families believe that little can be done 

fo r a loved one once memory loss begins lo 

advance. The truth is, the right environment and 

specialized programming can enable residents 

with dementia to tlu-ive within their abi lities. 

Tamarisk's Renaissance Memory 

Support Apartments offer one of 
the most effective programs in the 

state. It starts with a supportive, 

home-like environment - one 

Working withjn this extraordinary setting 

a re high ly trained professionals, whose 

creativity, attentiveness and up-beat nature 

ensure that residents feel happy and secure. 
The staff keeps residents active and 

engaged, giving meaning and 

purpose lo every day. 
Don't settle for anythjng 

less for your loved one. 

that offers a place for socialization 

and quiet retreat, and enables 

residents to move about safely 
THE PHYLLIS SIPERS TE IN 

Call 401-732-0037 to 
arrange a tour and get our 

booklet "What To Look For 

TAMARISK 
inside and out. ASSIS T ED LIV I NG RES IDENCE 

ia an Alzheimer's/ Dementia 
Care Residence'.' 

Re nai ssance Memory Support at Tamarisk 

SPONSORED AND DEVELOPED 
BY THE JEWISH SENIORS AGENCY A CARELINK MEMBER 3 Shalom Drive, Warwick, RI 02886 www.tamariskri.org 

J\11 
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clear if the 27-year-old man killed 
in a village near Hebron on Tues
day was wanted by Israel. Wit
nesses said villagers rioted after 
his killing, pelting Israeli troops 
with rocks. 

Unjust desert 
The bodies of an Israeli 

couple were found in the Sinai 
Desert. On Tuesday, Egypt con
firmed that two corpses discov
ered by Bedouins in a remote 
area three weeks ago belonged to 
as pair of missing Israelis. The 
couple apparently got lost while 
hiking in the popular vacation 
spot in January. Authorities said 
the couple appeared to have died 
from dehydration, not violence. 
The bodies were to be repatriated 
later this week. 

Victim's wedding dress 
becomes Torah cover 

The wedding dress that an 
Israeli terror victim never got to 
wear was remade into a curtain for 
a Torah ark. A ceremony Thurs
day will mark the transformation 
of Nava Applebaum's dress, which 
will be used at Rachel's Tomb in 
Bethlehem. At the ceremony, the 
Kever Rachel Fund will establish 
a fund for Israeli couples who are 
having trouble paying for a wed
ding and the costs of setting up 
a house. Applebaum was killed 
on the eve of her wedding, along 
with her father and five others, in 
a September 2003 suicide bomb
ing at a cafe. Checks for the 
fund can be sent to Kever Rachel 
Fund, P.O. Box 1181, Teaneck, 
NJ., 07666. 

Settlements grow 
Construction in Israeli set

tlements increased by 35 percent 
in 2003, Israel said. The findings 
published by the Central Bureau 
of Statistics on Tuesday ran coun
ter to an overall slump in Israeli 
residential development- as well 
as the U.S.-led "road map" peace 
plan, which calls for a halt to 
settlement expansion. Earlier fig
ures showed that the settler pop
ulation is growing steadily thanks 
to a combination of ideological 
drive and cheap housing. 

Sharon seeking 
Bush backing 

Ariel Sharon will seek U.S. 
approval this month for his plan 
to withdraw from the Gaza Strip. 
Israel's prime minister would like 
to complete the plan before "his 
meeting with President Bush at 
the end of March in Washington," 
Israeli Foreign Minister Silvan 
Shalom told reporters Monday 
in London. "He has said he 
will not do it unless it will 
be agreed with the Americans 
first." The Bush administration 
has responded positively to Sha
ron's proposal to dismantle 17 of 
the 21 Jewish settlements in the 
Gaza Strip but cautioned against 
resettling residents in the West 
Bank. 
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CUT IT OUT - Ried and Mindy Redlich, from Cumberland, work with their children Sarah, 12, and 
Alysa, 10, making Hamantashen at the Phyllis Siperstein Tamarisk Enriched Assisted living facility 
Feb. 22. The event, which produced more than 1,000 hama ntashen to be distributed to area seniors, 
was a partnership between the Women's Alliance of the Jewish Federation and the Jewish Seniors 
Agency. Photo by Rachel Siegal 

B'nai Israel kicks off membership drive 
Wine tasting, costume party 

WOO SOCKET - Con
gregation B'nai Israel in Woon
socket has announced the kickoff 
to its 2004 membership drive. 
New members who join through 
April are being offered special 
introductory membership rates or 
free H ebrew School tuition for 
the first year. Interfaith families 
are welcome. 

March programs include the 
March 6 Purim Megilla reading 
and costume party; March 12 
"Shabbat Across America" dinner 
and services; March 20 evening of 

Passover wine tasting; and M arch 
28 Rosh H odesh group "Surviv
ing Passover Cooking" program. 
See Calendar for details. Congre
gation Binai Israel is at 224 Pros
pect Sc., W oonsocket. Call the 
Synagogue office at 762-3651. 

Jewish Music Group Audi-
tions 

A new Jewish musical group 
is being formed at Congregation 
B'nai Israel. This group is look
ing for vocalists and instrumen
talists to perform on holidays and 
special occasions. Performers of 

THE 
YARNouTLET 

all abilities are encouraged to 
audition. For more information, 
call ltzik at (401) 474-4280. 
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21or1 SALE! 
Order a 6" Magen David 

for S35 
Receive a 6" Chai FREE 

All items made from 1/2" hardwoods. 
Stained with hook for hanging 

Al Resnick 401-739-2140 

"The BRIDGE 
to Amazing ... " 

" Our dad has Alzheimer's and was slipping away," says 
Linda. " It broke our hearts." 

Then they visited the BRIDGES" Memory Care Program 
at EPOCH Assisted Living. "We knew right then this 
would become Dad's home," says Linda. "Janice, her 
care team and the wonderful BRIDGES program gave 
us back Dad." 

Located in a separate, secure wing of EPOCH Assisted 

225 Conant Street 
Pawtucket, RI 

Open: Mon. - Fri. 9:00 - 4:30 - Sat. 10:00-2:00 

Offering the largest selection of books in the state. 

R oberta Belanger and Linda 
Ltmdblade, dat<ghters of an 

EPOCH BRIDGES Resident, 
with Janice Z,eichner, RN 

Living communities, BRIDGES features private 
apartments \\~th bathrooms, a secure courtyard and llL\'.urious 
surroundings and amenities. 

You knew EPOCH Assisted Li,~ng communities are 
Pro,~dence's "Residences of Choice for Seniors." 1 ow vou 
know they are also the residences of choice for m emory ~a,·e. 

Just Arrivea: 
Huge selection of 

new, beautiful yarns! 
Directions from South: Rt. 95 north to Exit 26 -at first traffic light turn left 
onto Lonsdale Ave.Turn right at 2nd traffic light onto Weeden St. - turn left at 
1st traffic light onto Conant St. Bear right to #225 
Directions from North: Rt. 95 South to exit #30. turn right at 2nd traffic light 
onto Central Ave. (Central Ave. becomes Cross St.) Follow to the end. Turn 
left onto Pine St., then 1st right onto #225 Conant St. 

~ 
JE:Il?OCH® 

ASSIS TE D 

Blackstone Boulevard 
353 Blacksrone Boulevard 

Call Arlene Nib.ill 
401 -273-6565 

LI V I NG 

East Side 
O ne Butler Avenue 

Call Michele Babbitt 
401 -275-0682 

www.epochsl.com 

The R esidence of Choice for Seniors / @ 

, 
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Financi.al p1-annina· 
MBF, Inc. Martin B . Feibish, CLU, ChFC 

Roberta P. Narrin, CLU 
Howard M. Myers, JD, MBA 

Laurie Turchetti 

Financial Services and Strategies 

P. 0. Box 28609 • Providence • RI • 02908 
401-223-0351 • 401-223-0353 (fax) 

email: mblinc@mbfinc.com 
www.mbfinc.com 

John Hancock Ruth S . Baker 
Marketing Representative Life Insurance Company 

Beaulieu Financial Group 
469 Centerville Road, Suite 203 
Warwick, RI 02886 

(401) 691 -4162 
Toll Free Outside RI: 
1 (866)407-4162 
Fax: (401) 739-9129 
E-mail: rsbaker@sfnonline.com 

REALTORS 

fJ!~~a~J'!~:n ~!::Ju,A.BR Sheila G. Land, CRS, CBR 
Asw<Ulu Brolur 

(401) 884-80S0EXT. 139OFFICE 
(401) 884-9097FAX (401)374-+188Cell 
Bonnie.Kaplan @NEMoves.com 
www.bonniesellshouses.com 

1%1,iH&1t1-1 

(401) 884-80S0EXT.124OFFICE 
(401) 884-9097FAX 

Sheih.Land@NEMoves.com 
www.sheila.l.a.nd.com 

R6IDENTIAL BROKEW;E 
5 2 7 Main Streel 

East Greenwich, RI 
www.NewEnglamiMoves.com 

Rules for 
Investing 
in Today's Stock Market 
During periods of uncertainty in 
the stock market, it's more important 
than ever to remember .. . 

the Basic Rules of 
Successful Investing 

• Buy quality 
• Diversity 
• Invest for the long term 

Whether your investments are with 
Edward Jones or elsewhere, I'd be 
happy to discuss how well your 
investment portfolio may stand the 
rest of rime. 

Call or stop by today to arrange a 
free, face-to-face portfolio review. 

Frederick J. (Rick) Harkins 
lnvescmenc Representative 
247 Rochambeau Avenue 
Providence, Rl 02906 
Bus 401-751-4599 Fax 877-556-4433 
www.edwardjo_nes.com 
Member SIPC 

EdwardJones 
Serving Individual lnvc11ors Sinn· 1871 
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Can you tell me how to get to Easy'Street? 

Financial planners 
advise you to start 
when you're young 

ByMaryKorr 
Ir's a lot easier to get to Easy 

Street if you start when you're 
young and watching "Sesame 
Street." Prospective parents: Birth 
is not too early to begin. Setting 
up a 529 college savings plan 
offered by most states, in which 
your investment grows free from 
federal income taxes, and distri
butions for qualified higher edu
cation expenses are now federal 
income tax-free, is a good idea. 

"By the rime a child · 
earns an allowance, he or 
she should be banking 
10 percent of it," said 
Frederick Harkins, an 
investment representa
tive at Edward Jones 
on the East Side. 

video game, the older learned 
a lesson. When the older sug
gested dad use a credit card to 
buy him a video game system, he 
learned another. "They have to 
learn there's real money behind a 
credit card swipe," H arkins said. 

"I have clients who make 
S90,000 a year and ask me why 
they have no money in the bank," 
he said. 

"I tell people to start saving 
right out of college when they're 
making 

Association of Retired Persons 
(AARP). When they first con
tacted her, they asked her to for
mulate a workshop for those over 
55. Too late, she told them. Two 
years later, they called her again 
and asked her to give a mother
daughter workshop. 

" The 
you nger 
someone 
starts, 

He has taught his 
two young sons to 
budget their allowance: 
for spending, short- and 
long-term savings and a 
portion for charity. 

Because of the power of compounding interest, the sooner you start to 
invest, the more likely you'll be able to reach your financial goals. Edward Jones 

Not that they always follow 
these rules. He advises parents 
to let their children make their 
own mistakes and live with the 
consequences. "My 10-year-old 
saves every penny," he said. "My 
12-year-old is a spendthrift." 
When the younger recently saved 
for three months and bought a 

money," said Laurie Turchetti, a 
financial services representative 
at MBF, Inc. in Providence. She 
said the first thing a young worker 
should do is maximize their com
pany's retirement plan and then 
start an IRA for themselves or 
their spouse. 

She has given financial plan
ning workshops for the American 

TO TAME ALL OF YOUR. INSURANCE PROBLEMS. 
CALL R.OY FINKELMAN, PRESIDENT AT 401-274-0303 Xl4. 

THE EGIS GROUP 
81 S. Angell Street, Providence, RI 02906 

www.egisgroup.com 

it's a nice habit they get into. 
People don't plan to fail, they fail 
to plan," she said. 

Time is on your side 
H arkins illustrates the power 

of compounding and tax deferral. 
If an investor at age 18 put $1,000 
away, it would rise to $452,901 
over 47 years at an 8 percent rate 
of return. If that same investor 
contributed $2,000 over the same 
time period and with the same 
rate of return, the figure reaches 
5905,802. Triple the contribution 
to $3,000 with the same param
eters and it rises to Sl.3 million. 

See EASY STREET, facing page 

Real Estate~ 
MASTERS,1nc. 

SERVICE BEYOND YouR EXPECTATIONS 

NORMAN I. TOBIN 
Mum-MILLION DOLLAR PRODUCER 

24 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

Office: 401-738-1130 x 17 

Home: 401-884-6426 
E-mail: sales@remastersri.com 

1313 JEFFERSON BOULEVARD 
WARWICK, RHODE ISLAND 02886 
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Financial Planning 
How to get to Easy Street? 
From page 12 

In "Pocket Watch," a news
letter sent to clients from the law 
firm of Audette, Bazar, Berren 
& Gonzalez, Inc. in East Provi
dence, there is a recent article that 
states many people are afflicted 
by "Tomorrowitis" (procrastina
tion). "Unfortunately, most people 
spend more time packing their 
luggage than they do making 
proper estate plans." 

Most people agree that they 

need financial planning, accord
ing to Ann B. Diamond, a char
tered financial consultant in New 
York City who conducts corpo
rate seminars in financial man
agement. Some of her clients 
include: Citibank, Estee Lauder, 
Coach, Clinique, Time Warner, 
Swiss Bank, Colgate Palmolive, 
BBDO, The New York Times, 
The 92nd Street Y, Speaking of 
W omen's H ealth and Dress for 
Success. 

"The biggest mistake I hear 
people say initially is: 'Show me 

investments that are going to 
make me a lot of money.' 

Financial planning is life 
planning and 

se tting 

goals. The investment must fit 
the goal," Diamond said. 

Keep a log 
Her book, No More Fear of 

Finance, suggests keeping a log as 
the first step in gaining control 
over your finances. Until you are 
confident about your cash Bow, 
how can you put aside money to 
fund the things you want for your 
future - a home, an education 
for your children, a retirement 
fund, she writes. When you know 
how the money is spent you can 
make choices; continue on the 
same path, modify some expenses, 
eliminate others. "What is impor
tant is the feeling of security you 
get by taking positive steps t~ 
make your dreams come true, 

she said. 
Once you have a plan, it 

must be reviewed at least 
annually, says Turchetti. 
The following instances 
also call for a review: Mar-

riage or divorce; death of 
a spouse; large change 
in estate size, death of an 
executor, trustee or guard
ian; birth of a child; ser\
ous illness of a family 

member; retirement 
or change in 

business interest; 
change in insur-

ability; or 
change in tax 

law. 

ELIOT·ROSE 
A S S E T M A N A G E M E N T 

We have researched and invested 
in value securities for over 20 years. 

Isn't it time you put our value to work for you? 

Value Investments 

If you hove $250,000 or more to invest, 
please coll Gory Siperstein. 

Eliot Rose Asset Management, LLC 
www.eliotrose.com 

40-1-588-5102 

MARVIN WILLIAM LAX & ASSOC. 
COMPLETE FINANCIAL S ER VICES 

Specializing in the areas of Individual & Group 
·ra Life, Disability, Health, 

Long Term Care Insurance Coverages, 
as well as Investment and Retirement Planning 

Marvin Willliam Lax * Ryan Alan Lax 
2346 Post Road, Suite 201, Warwick, RI 02886 

Tel:401-738-2350 

It can never be too early to start saving for your children and retirement. Photo courtesy of Edward Jones 
Securities offered through Cadaret Grant & Company, Inc., Syracuse, New Yori< 

Member of NASD/SIPC 

$ DISCOUNTED $ 
LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE 

Home Care Nursing Home 
Assisted Living 

If you are: 

Respite Care 
Adult Day Care 

A Teacher, Professor, Work in Education 
Member of AAA Southern New England 

Member of Touro Fraternal Association 
Call for information. 

I w. I b CLTC (Certified in Long Term Care) 
Pau . . sen erg RHU (Registered Heallh Underwriter) 

LTCP (Long Term Care Professional) 

401-826-3424 

...... .. .. 
PHOENIX 

INVBSlMBNT MANMJBMBNT 
A _ _.Tla_...,1bo0c._ 

www.washtrust.com 

Consistent 
returns begin 
with a consistent 
investment team. 
Low turnover and a limited number of accounts per 

person are two of the hallmarks of the investment team at 

Phoenix Investment Management. The consistency of our 

service is matched by a proven track record of delivering 

results in economic climates good and bad. If you are 

investing $ I million or more, perhaps it's time you 

learned how rewarding a relationship with our team can 

be. Call us at 401-331-6650. 

Products and se,nCes of Phoeni.r lm'f'Sh!Mtl ,\fmU1lft.>tm•nf are not FDIC msmttl 
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Up, up and away - R.I. home prices soar 

BR,.UCE 
LANE 
& Company 

Real Estate Sales 
Hands·On Services 

696 Reservoir Avenue 
Cranston, Rhode Island 02910 

401.275.2050 xl4 
"'401.464.4797 

, • .,,mindy@brucelane.com 

Mindy Kaplan Lane 
PR IN CIP AL 

Robert Leach Insurance 

-Robert C.Leach,CLU 

401-435-5000 
• Maintain Control 
• Protect Assets 
• Discounts 
• Tax Deductions 
• Best Companies 
225 Newman Avenue 

Rumford, RI 02916 

ByMaryKorr 
PROVIDENCE The 

Rhode Island real estate market 
surpassed all previous years in 
2003, with a record $3.4 billion 
in sales, as compared to $2.8 bil
lion the previous year. 

Most of the sales were for 
single-family homes. 

It topped the nation in price 
appreciation as well, with many 
areas up 20 percent and more. 
Westerly was up a commanding 
30.61 percent from the year 
before; Narragansett home prices 
appreciated over 29 percent. 

Last year there were 118 
homes in the state that sold for 
over a million dollars, said David 
Godden, president of the Rhode 
Island Association of Realtors, 
Inc. He is managing partner of 
Randall, Realtors/GMAC. 

That's one of those good 
news-bad news scenarios, 
depending if you're buying or sell
ing. 

First, the good news for 
buyers: Mortgage rates remain 
low, in the 5.5-5.8 percent range, 
which should continue during a 
presidential election year. And 
the lower the mortgage payment, 
the more expensive home you 
can afford. "A first-time buyer in 
the $200,000 range with lower 
interest rates can now afford a 
$300,000 home," Godden said. 

The median sales price of a 
home in Rhode Island -with 
half the prices sold higher and 
half lower - is $230,000. The 
average price is $282,212. 

When asked how children 
could afford homes in the com
munities they grew up in, Godden 

For all your Real Estate needs ... 

Call the Experienced Professional. 
We do it all. RE/MAX sells more Real Estate 

than any other company in the world. 

Shouldn't you be calling us? 

Ilene M. Winegard, GRI, (BR, ABR 
Broker/Owner 

RE/MAX Heritage 
1365 Wampanoag Trail • East Providence, R.I. 0291 S 

401-641-1444 · www.rhodeislandbesthomes.com 

answered, "Well, they're not 
going to buy their first home 
in Barrington (median price, 
$359,000)." 

Add to that East Green
wich: $426,250, Little Comp
ton: $410,000, the East Side: 
$392,625, Jamestown: S385,500, 
Narragansett: $347,259. 

The realtors' association 

David Godden 

expects home price increases to 
moderate somewhat in 2004, but 
still show strong appreciation. 
The consensus among housing 
and mortgage economists is that 
if the national economy and job 
market continue on the road to 
recovery, residential real estate 
should continue to be a very solid 
performer. 

According to Godden, "This 
year should be an excellent year 
for sellers to sell and for buyers to 
buy. Sellers will benefit from high 
home prices and the exclusion 

of capital gains on home sales 
while buyers will benefit from the 
still historically low interest rates, 
the deductibility of property tax 
and the consistent steady gain in 
housing appreciation." 

Inventory 
The inventory of homes for 

sale typically increases as spring 
approaches, but Rhode Island 
supply is tight, with many towns 
having no more land to build on. 
And it's becoming more compet
itive. One factor is the Boston 
buyers, who are coming down 
here because the house prices 
there are much higher (median 
price above $450,000). "Provi
dence is becoming a suburb of 
Boston," he said. People drive or 
take the train in Providence or 
South Attleboro. 

Warwick tops sales 
Warwick was the hottest 

market in Rhode Island last year, 
followed by Cranston and Provi
dence. 

"People realize we have value 
in Warwick," said Norman Tobin 
of Real Estate Masters, Inc., in 
Warwick; he's been selling houses 
there for 24 years. "Typically, 
we are cheaper than neighboring 
Cowesett and Cranston. We have 
decent schools, a fair tax and a 
stable government," he said. 

Many of the homes there are 
three-bedroom ranches built after 
World War 11. "It was called 
track housing. Prices range from 
$180,000-$220,000." Tobin said 
anything listed in that price range 
flies. "People want to live in a nice 
neighborhood that's safe, close to 
a school so their children can wait 
for the bus without worry. A lot 
of couples are looking for a three-

Don't Miss Out 
on a 

h. College Education 

With college costs continually 

For help in developing a strategy to save 
for your child 's education call: 

Robe rta Zuckerman, CLU 
Sending kids to college s ince 1980. 

(401) 435-3800 x307 

Monochusctu Mutual Life Insurance Company and 
Affiliated Comp.inies, Springfield, MA 01111 . Sccuriti~ 
offered through MML lnvl"Stors Services, Inc. SuptJ"l'isory 
office· 2 Hemingway Drive, East Providence, RI 0291.S. 

-~~~~~ 
TH E BlllE CHIP COMPAN IES'" 

bedroom with a nice backyard," 
he said. 

Banks are offering favorable 
packages to buyers with good 
credit ratings, he said; and some 
will finance the down-payment 
as well. 

Bonnie Kaplan, sales associ
ate at Coldwell Banker in East 
Greenwich, recorded a best-in
the-company record last year of 
$11 million. She sells primarily 
in the Warwick, East Greenwich, 
North Kingston areas. 

She uses the example of an 
Amgen executive who is relocat
ing here. What corporate families 
look for . are upscale, four-bed
room homes with granite coun
tertops, open floor plans, neutral 
colors, big Jacuzzis; these start 
in the $600,000 range. "They 
buy in North Kingston because 
they don't want to commute, the 
homes are new, and the schools 
are good." 

She said most buyers, espe
cially in that market, are savvy 
shoppers who research the towns 
and real estate on the Internet. 
Other realtors interviewed for 
this article also stated that the 
Internet is now a very effective 
consumer and marketing tool. 
"Especially with young buyers," 
Tobin said. 

When they see the sticker 
price in Rhode Island, some 
buyers are depressed, while others 
are elated. "It all depends on 
where they're coming from," 
Kaplan said. "My favorite client 
is from California, or Connecti
cut." 

She has one client who has 
been renting for a year in hopes 
the selling prices in South County 
will drop. So far, that hasn't hap
pened. 

"Most economists believe 
house appreciation will continue 
in 2004," Godden said. 

Som Glicksmon 
Realtor 

So much is at stake when you 
buy or sell a home. Having the 
right agent on your side makes 
all the difference. 

Call me today! 
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Shopping for long-term care insurance 
ByMaryKorr 

When Alzheimer's Disease 
(AD) struck my mother-in-law, 
we were unprepared. By the time 
she was diagnosed, she was in 
the mid-stage of the disease. It 
seemed to us as if she fell off the 
planet - one day we were at a 
family wedding with her and sev
eral months later she was in an 
Alzheimer's unit in a Pawtucket 
nursing home, where she lived for 
over seven years . 

The worst part for fam ily 
members of A D patients is to 
watch the excruciatingly progres
sive degeneration that can take 
years. W e were happy she was 
here in Rhode Island. H er envi
ronment was homey. The Jewish 
Eldercare of Rhode Island out
reach program paid regular visi ts; 
as did our rabbi, Jim Rosenberg 
of Temple H abonim . 

It took several yea rs for her to 
run through her assets, saved over 
a li fe time; the federal pension 
she received each month went 
directly fo r her care. She was a 
brilliant and thrifty woman with 
a firm econom ic grasp who lived 
through the Great D epress ion . 
She would have been shocked to 
see the price-tag of about $150 a 
day for a nursing home bed in a 
semi-private room. That was sev
eral years ago; today the average 

· price for a nursing home bed is 
$181 fo r a private room. 

By the time she died, the 
total cost for her ca re was almost 
$400,000. 

Currently, the average annual 
cost for a resident in a nursing 
home nationwide is above 
$54,000. A private room averages 
$66,000 a yea r, accord ing to a 
survey in 2003 by Metropolitan 
Life. Alzheimer units are even 

more. 
According to an article in the 

February issue of Fidelity Out
look, frequently those who buy 
LTC insurance are "children of 
parents who have been in nursing 
homes and know firsthand what 
can happen when you don't plan 
ahead." 

Count me as one of them. 

Accord ing to Lynn Pohl, a 
licensed long-term care insurance 
agent with an office in Provi
dence, a recent survey by the 
Center for Aging Research and 
Education shows that only seven 
percent of baby boomers in Amer
ica have purchased the insurance 
to cover long-term health care 
needs they may have in the 
future. 

Pohl says many people think 
Medicare will pay these expenses. 
"Too often, the answer is no," 
she states . "Medicare only pays 
for the first 20 days in a nursing 
home following a qualifying hos
pital stay. There is a $105 daily 
co-pay for days 21 through 100. 
After that, the patient pays 100 
percent of the costs. M edicaid 
is only available to those who 
have exhausted their personal 
resources ." 

H ere's another ru le of thumb 
- if M edicare doesn't cover, 
Medigap won't either. 

T here are penalties if you try 
to hide assets - you have to 

supply your income tax informa
tion fo r the previous three years, 
so assets cannot quickly be trans
ferred when someone becomes ill 
with a chronic condition. 

One of the benefits of LTC 
insurance, then, is that an indi
vidual does not have to spend 
down their assets to use it. T he 
premiums may be partially tax 

deductible. ew rules make it 
hard to qualify for Medicaid. 

The Massachusetts Division 
of Insurance Consumer Service 
offers the following recommen
dations when considering ifLTC 
insurance is right fo r you. You 
should not buy LTC insurance 
if: 

• You can't afford the pre
miums. 

• You have limited assets. 

• Your only source of 
income is a Social Security ben
efi t (SSI). 

• You often have trouble 
p_aying for utilities, food or medi-
cine. 

You should consider buying 
LTC insurance if: 

• You have significant 
assets and income you want to 

protect. 
• You want to pay for your 

own care. 
• You want to stay inde

pendent of the support of others. 
LTC insurance is typica lly 

bought by those 45 or older. 
But LTC costs can arise at any 
age, from accidents, genetic dis
eases, etc. Naturally the younger 
you are, the lower the premium. 
Someone in their 40s may pay 
several hundred dollars a yea r, 
while someone in their 70s may 
pay several thousand dollars a 
month. 

In November 2003 , Con
sumer R eports looked at 47 poli
cies offered by seven companies 
in California, the state wi th the 
largest amount of elderly persons. 
It pointed out the pros and cons. 
"If premiums rise sharply, you 
may have to abandon the policy," 
the article stated. "There is no 

See LONG TERM CARE, page 16 

Providing expert advice 
on all your home 

purchasing and refinances 

Less Stress. More Choices. 
Jonathan Salinger, Manager 

Deborah Salinger, Loan Coordinator 

300 Metro Center Blvd., Warwic.:k, RI (401) 736-2250 

... or call toll free 1-800-611-6256 
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Jerrold N. Dorfman, CPA/PFS 
LGC&D Wealth Management, LLC 
10 Weybosset Street, Suite 700 

Providence, RI 02903 
Tel: 401-421-4800 • Fax: 401-421-0643 

1-800-927-LGCD • www.lgcdwealth.com 

What matters most to you 
is close to your heart 

I 

Including the Providence Public 
Library in your esta te planning wi ll 
enrich lives for generations to come. 
Call (401 ) 455-8011 to lea rn more. 

Providence Public Library 

When it comes to insurance, you want good advice. 
At Brier & Brier our reputation backs up our advice. 

We work to make it clear, concise and of value. 
That's why we're known for giving 'good advice.' 

Call Milton or Jeff today. 

Brier & Brier 
One Richmond Square • Providence • Rhode Island • 02906 

401-75 1-2990 '--&......-----------------------'" 
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Insurers deny life insurance ;"!,~~~~~~ guid~k~~w~~t!~~~~ 
t th t I • t I I When I help my Mom with ditional IRA, you're not required 0 ose rave 1ng O srae her banking, she'll invariably talk to begin making withdrawals at 

to me in Yiddish to avoid anyone age 70 ½. 
overhearing the details of her Asset allocation NEW YORK (JTA) -

As a young, newly married pro
fessional with a baby daughter, 
Adam Segal decided to take 
out a life insurance policy. 

A senior associate at the 
Washington public-relations 
firm of Rabinowitz Media and 
a lecturer at Johns H opkins 
University, Segal, 26, figured 
his youth and good health 
made him a routine candidate. 

In October he applied for 
life insurance from Fidelity 
Investments. In the process, he 
was asked if he had recently 
traveled abroad or planned to 
do so. 

Segal wrote that he and 
his wife had visited Israel on 
their honeymoon at the end of 
2002. 

In early November, a Fidel
ity senior manager notified 
Segal that his application had 
been denied "due to past travel 
to Jerusalem and Tel Aviv." 

It turns out Fidelity will 
not insure anyone who recently 
has visited a country where the 
U.S. State Department has a 
travel advisory, or who plans to 

do so soon, spokesman Vincent 
Laporchio told JTA. 

,,,,,,. 
ADAM SEGAL, 26, was denied a 
life insurance policy because he 
had traveled in the past to Israel. 

JTA Photo 

Fidelity isn't alone: Some 
other leading insurance provid
ers also refuse to sell life insur-
ance to anyone traveling to Israel 
or any of the 28 areas on the 
State Department's advisory list, 
which includes Iraq, Iran, Leba
non, Libya, the Palestinian terri
tories, Saudi Arabia and Yemen. 

Fidelity's rejection stunned 
Segal, who called the policy on 
Israel "outrageous." 

Indeed, officials of several 

U.S. Jewish organizations said 
they had heard recently of Amer
ican Jews being denied life insur
ance if they plan to visit Israel in 
the near future. 

The Jewish Council for 
Public Affairs, the umbrella 
organization of local Jewish 
community relations councils, 
has received reports from about 
a dozen JCRCs over the past 
year about insurance rejections, 
according to Ethan Felson, 
JCPA's assistant executive direc-
tor. 

In 1996, following cntt
cism from several members of 
Congress and New York state 
legislators, Metropolitan Life 
Insurance Company lifted a ban 
on policies for people who fre
quently visit Israel or remain 
there for extended periods. 

Today, Felson and other 
Jewish officials say they can't 
object to insurers who deny life 
insurance policies to those who 
plan to visit Israel or other U.S.
designated hot spots - but they 
do object to those that deny pol
icies based on applicants' past 
trips. 

financial situation. Unfortunately, In addition, it's aroysgevorfa 
I'm in the dark as well, just as gelt to ignore the asset allocation 
when I was growing up and she strategy. The asset allocation 
and my Dad spoke Yiddish at the strategy keeps you from being a 
dinner table to avoid disclosure of chozzer, even if you greedily want 
secrets they wanted to keep. to ride the stock market to its 

M om did, however, teach me highest peak. It forces you to 
one Yiddish phrase that I always diversify your assets, instead of 
think about when I'm writing going for broke by putting all of 
about retirement planning topics, your money in the stock market. 
aroysgev orfa gelt. According to The asset allocation strategy 
Mom and various Yiddish die- requires you to rebalance period
tionaries, the phrase means "a ically and shift assets from one 
waste of money," "a useless class to another. 
purchase," or "an Assuming you've 
investment that did bought shares of well-
not prove fruitful." You managed companies and 
can probably retire mutual funds, it's aroys-
sooner and enjoy a gevorfn gelt to sell off 
more satisfying retire- your portfolio during a 
ment if you avoid sit- bear market because 
uations that turn out you're short of cash. Let's 
to be aroysgevorfa gelt. say you need $60,000 to live 

For example, it's aroys- on after taxes each year. If Social 

Shopping for long-term care insurance 

gevorfn gelt for employees to pass Security benefits, a pension check 
up their employer's contribution and other income amount to 
to their 401(k) or some other $40,000 yearly, you have $20,000 
retirement savings plan. Typically, worth of living expenses to worry 
employers contribute 50 cents for about. By having five years of 
each dollar employees save, up living expenses in investments 
to 6 percent of their salary. You you can get at without losing 
should try to contribute at least money, you won't be forced to liq
enough to receive the full match- uidate your stock portfolio when 
ing contribution. If you pass up equities are doing poorly. You'll 
this free money, in mitn dirinen, be able to ride out even a lengthy 
you will reach retirement age and bear market. From page 15 

good time to buy. Premiums esca
late as you age. For example, a plan 
that costs a SO-year-old $1,625 
annually will run a 60-year-old 
$3,100 and a 70-year-old $7,575. 
If you wait to buy at 65, you 
may not pass the medical exam; 
25 percent of people in that age 
group flunk; at 75 it's one in 
three." 

With those caveats in mind, 
Consumer Reports recommended: 

• Look for a strong insurer 
with a good rating. Check rat-
ings from A. M. Best 
www.ambe,r.com; Moody's 
www.nwodys.com; Standard & 
Poor's www.ftandardpoon.com, 
and Weiss wwuatiogs.com
The first three are free sites; 
Weiss charges $7.95 for each 
rating online. 

In addition to age, the cost 
ofLTC insurance depends on the 
Ii feti me cash benefit, the cover
age the policy affords (for ex. 
70 percent of daily costs or 100 
percent of daily costs); the bene
fit period you choose (number 
of years), flexible health care 
coverage (home care, adult day 
care, assisted living, nursing 
home); whether it is guaranteed 
renewable or non-cancelable, and 
whether it has non-forfeiture ben
efits (which returns a portion 
of premiums or keeps a lesser 
amount of insurance in force if 

you let the policy lapse). 
The usual elimination period 

is 30 days before benefits are 
payable. There are also inflation 
riders and cost of living increase 
riders a consumer can buy. While 
a longer elimination period may 
be cheaper, factor in the cost of 
inflation. A nursing home bed 
that today costs $181 a day, could 
cost $538 in 20 years. The best 
policies offer a 5 percent com
pounded interest rate. 

Most insurance kicks in if 
you are qualified to receive assis
tance with two or more "activ
ities of daily living" or ADLS 
(bathing, dressing, eating, etc) . 
Skilled care is provided on a doc
tor's order by medical personnel. 

Your workplace may offer a 
LTC insurance policy, as well as 
fraternal or organizational groups, 
such as the American Associa
tion of Retired Persons (AARP), 
which offers a policy through 
MetLife. 

Other products 
Insurance products to cover 

LTC are evolving. The Beaulieu 
Financial group in W arwick is 
offering a universal life insurance 
policy with a choice of life-care 
benefit riders through John Han
cock Insurance Co. 

"The combination of life 
insurance and long-term care cov
erage lets you use all, some, or 
none of your life insurance ben-

efits to cover your long-term care 
costs, should the need arise. Any 
portion of your policy you don't 
use is paid as a life insurance ben
efit," said Ruth Baker, marketing 
representative for Beaulieu. 

"A s with other means of 
financing, you should check with 
your financial planner-either an 
estate lawyer or a qualified advisor 
- to determine the best course of 
action for someone in your spe
cific circumstance," advises the 
Massachusetts Division oflnsur-
ance. 

won't have saved a dime. As Mom would say, plan-
Take the tax breaks ning for retirement doesn't have 

It's also aroysgevorfa gelt to to give you kopdreyenish. You can 
pass up tax breaks. IRAs, 40lks enjoy a long, healthy retirement, 
and other retirement savings plans keyn eynhore, with plenty of gelt to 
now have higher limits. If you're pursue your dreams. My dream is 
age 50 or older, you can put to learn Yiddish one day. 
away even more money in these L esAbromovitz, an attorney, is 
accounts and save more for retire- the author of a new book, Protecting 
ment. T he Roth IRA enables you and R ebuilding Your Retirement 
to save for the future and quali- (AMACOM 2003). He is also the 
fied distributions will be tax-free, author of Long-Term Care Insur
as long as you're 59 ½ and you've ance M ade Simple (Health Infar
left the money in your account for mation Press 1999). 
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Jewish teens 
From page 1 

eighth-grade, said ,"We could 
do political leaders. Evil could 
be Saddam Hussein . Simple is ... 
that French guy. o capacity 
to understand wou ld be George 
Bush and . . . I can't th ink of a wise 
one." 

D iscussions at the H arry 
E lkin Midrasha (H E M ) Com
munity High School aren't typ
ica l, and neither are the classes. 
But both are one of the reasons 
that the H EM is able to draw in 
187 high school students from all 
over the state to learn about what 
makes Judaism, and Jews, tick. 

T he school meets in two loca
tions; on W ednesdays, it meets 
at a synagogue in either Cran
ston or W arwick (this semester 
it 's Temple Sinai in C ranston), 
and on Sunday morni ngs it 's 
at Temple Emanu-El and the 
A lperin Schechter D ay School in 
P rovidence. T he largest number 
of students come from Providence 
(71) and the W est Bay (62). 

The school d raws students 
from nu merous synagogues that 
have agreed to support a com
munity school fo r all students 
rather than work exclusively with 
members only. So fa r, five syn
agogues are participating -
Temple Torat Yisrael, Congre
gation B'nai Israel, Congrega
tion Agudas Achim, Temple Am 
D avid , T emple Emanu-El and 
Temple Sina i. Each donates at 
least one clergy hour per week in 
the classrooms. Students do not 
need to be members of any orga
nization to take classes. 

Unconventional 
T o understand why so many 

high school students are eager to 
lea rn about Judaism during off
school hours, you need to under
stand the HEM environment. 

A few Sundays ago, class 
began at 9:30 a.m., and students 
fi led in . The perkier ones were 
ready to go, but some needed 
a little pick-me-up, provided by 
either the Dunkin D onuts coffee 
they bring in with them, or the 
orange juice, muffins, M ountain 
D ews and Cokes on sale (in the 
spi rit of tzedakah, all proceeds 

are given to charity) . 

I n between classes, students 
mill about in the halls, saying 
hi to one another and hugging 
the ones they usually only see 
at H EM. For most of them, it's 
the most Jewish faces they see all 
week. 

"I go to a Catholic school," 
sa id Jessica Louise, 15, of Fox
boro, Mass. W hen it comes to 
Jewish activity in her life, "this is 
it." She likes the social aspect of 
H EM, but also likes the classes. 

"You get to hang out with 
other Jews here," said Andrea 
Cohen, of W arwick. "It's Jew 
time." 

Rather than make students 
study the trad itional way, with 
rote memorization and quizzes, 
H EM foc uses on both process 
and the content. They use role
playing, simulations, case studies 
and self-eva luation as ways to 
making learn ing fun. The "quiet 
when I'm talking" atmosphere 
between student and teacher is 
less severe at H EM, and, because 
most classes are discussion-based, 
students have a lot of flex ibility 
to say what's on their minds . 

Take Susan Blitzsky's com
parative religions class. To get the 
kids warmed up, Blitzsky, a social 
worker who lives in P rovidence, 
starts up an icebreaker called "a 
big wind blows," where students 
pose a question and then stand up 
if their answer is yes. After some 
laughs, they settle down and talk 
about one of the subjects that was 
brought up - Buddhism. "Why 
is a combination of Judaism and 
Buddhism very attractive to many 
Jews nowadays," Blitzsky asks. 

"For some people, Judaism is 
an identity rather than something 
you practice," said Shira Adler, 
ll'h grade, of Providence. 

"M y dad wants to be Bud
dhist, I think," one student added, 
somewhat sheepishly. 

Other classes are much more 
focused on text study, such as 
capital punishment or ethics. 

Ari Winkleman, 15, of Paw
tucket, said he doesn't mind the 
classes because "You don't mem-

TAKE IT FROM THE TOP - Cantor Brian Meyer, of Temple Emanu-EI, 
conducts at a choir practice class. Photo by Mike Meyerheim 
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JESSICA LOUISE, left, of Foxboro, Mass., and Ari Winkleman, of Pawtucket, play tic-tac-toe in between 
classes at Temple Sinai in Cranston. Photo by Jonathan Rubin 

orize facts, you d iscuss them ." 
Asked what classes he plans to 
take this year, he gives a typical 
sort of answer "anything by Steve 
Jablow." 

Many students tend to follow 
their favo rite teachers from class 
to class, whatever the topic -
Jewish mysticism, the dueling 
between Rabbinic g reats Hillel 
and Shammai, or even a new 
class, SimJudaism, where students 
create a theoretical Jewish com
munity and try to make it thrive. 

Choices 
Students can either take 

Sunday classes, W ednesday 
classes, or both, and receive 
degrees based on the nu mber of 
classes attended. Years ago, both 
days were required, but the schooi 
changed its policy in recent yea rs 
based on the ever-increasing extra 
curricular workload of students. 

E mily W eintraub, 17, is active 
in theater and the school band. 
"[Midrasha] is fu n, but I'm very 
busy," she said. 

"It's more like college than 
anything else - you pick your 
own classes based on your inter
ests" sa id Richard Walter, direc
tor of teen education at H EM. 
A nd, like college, classes are 
broken up into categories such as 
Bible, community service, ethics, 
arts & cultu re, H ebrew and his
tory, and there are required classes 
such as Talmud as well. A few 
classes can be taken fo r college 
credit at Rhode Island C ollege, 
although "some kids drop out of 
those when they see how much 

work there is," W alter said . 

C lass size is in constant 
fluctuation, and W alter actively 
recru its at synagogues and at 
pa rlor meetings and open houses. 
"W e need to do a better job of 
talking to the parents," W alter 
said . "Even as teenagers, kids still 
value their parents opinions." 

One of the challenges of 
the school, W alter said , is show
ing people that the school can 
handle a wide variety of Jewish 
backgrounds, from students with 
advanced instruction to those who 
have had less exposure. Besides 
clergy, H EM uses Brown stu
dents, educators, and profession
als from a variety of backgrounds 
to teach. 

Transportation is currently 
provided by bus from the Jewish 
Community Center in Providence 
to the Cranston / W arwick loca
tion on W ednesdays. 

Besides striving to be enjoy
able, many of the classes are used 
as preparation for other events, or 
for real li fe experiences. "Signs" 
foc uses on Jewish approaches to 
hea ring-impaired individuals, and 
while another focuses on events 
in the M iddle East on a weekly 
basis, with two Israelis offering 
their opinions as well . 

One class prepares students 
for the M arch of the L iving 
trip, which joins Rhode Island 
teens with Jews from all over 
the United States in a powerful 
march through the concentration 
camps in Poland, and then takes 
them to Israel to see the Jewish 

state so they can see Judaism 
thrivi ng today. 

"There are defi nitely some 
good classes," said James Roten
berg, of Providence. "They create 
an opportunity for kids to think 
about things without too much 
pressure." 

Fast Facts 

The Harry Elkin 
Midrasha Community 

High School 

Established: 1983 

Enrollment: 187 

Classes meet: Wednes
days 6:30 to 8:10 p.m. 
in Cranston, Sundays 9:30 
a.m. to 12:15 p.m. in Prov
idence 

Ages: 8th grade to 12'h 

grade 

Tuition: Varies from 
$275-$415 annually for one 
class per week, and from 
$440 to $590 for two classes 
per week. D oes not include 
registration fee . Discounts 
and scholarships are avail
able. 

For more information: 
R.ichardWalter,401-331-7961, 
or rwalter@bjeri.org 



18 Jewish Voice & Herald 

PROGRAM IN JUDAIC STUDIES, 
DEPARTMENT OF GERMAN STUDIES 

BROWN UNIVERSITY 
PRESENTS 

Professor William C. Donahue 
Rutgers University 

"The Holocaust as Epiphenomenon 
in Recent German Literature 

(Schlink, Grass, Timm)" 

THURSDAY, MARCH 18, 2004 

Time: 4: 00 P.M. 

Place: Salomon Center Rm. 003 

College Green 

(between Wate rman an d George Streets) 

FREE AND OPEN TO TH E PUBLIC 

Coming in May 

Asop~{!fd • 
and we invite you to be a part of it! 

ADVERTISERS ... don't miss this premiere opportunity 
to get your wedding message to our valued readership. 

Mardi 5, 2004 

ASDS to host veteran religious educator 
Veteran educator and author "Who's Who in Relig ion" and 

Dr. Saul W acks will speak at the "Who's who in American educa
concerning quality in both day 
school and non-day school Jewish 
education. Alperin Schechter Day School edu- tion." 

ca ti o n a l H e is also the author of 
s e m 1 n a r "T al king to little children about 
on M arch G od," "T eenagers, Spi rituality 
28 at and P rayer," and of many articles 
Br ow n 
H illel in 
Provi
dence, as 
part of 
their 2S'h 

The event will be from 2 to 
4 p.m. It is open to the commu
nity and is free. For more infor
mation, call 751-2470. 

anniver
sary cel-

WACKS ebra t io n. 
T he keynote topic will be "The 
Dig nity of W ords." 

Born in Philadelphia , Wacks 
has a BA in relig ious education 
from the Jewish Theological Sem
inary, earned a PhD in educa
tion at Ohio State University, 
and has completed post-doc stud
ies at H ebrew University. H is 
vast teach ing experience spans 
more than fi ve decades, and he 
is featu red in "W hos' who in the 
world," "Who's who in America," 

RICHARD JOEL, right, president of Yeshiva University.cracks a 
smile during a speech by Michael Steinhart, Co-Chairman of Inter
national Hillel Board of Governors, at the dedication of the Glenn 
and Darcy Weiner Hillel Center at Brown University. Center is 
Michaela Matt, and left, is Reverend Janet Cooper Nelson . 

NoIGds? 
Well, there are other sorts of legacies. 
Hope to leave the world a better place? 

Make a charitable bequest to The Rhode 
Island Foundati on. 

Your bequest makes grants in your name to 
the causes you care about most ... forever. 

And thanks to the Foundation's careful 
management, your bequest will grow and 
grow, making more grants every year. 

Heck, a charitable bequest is a wonderful 
idea, even if you do have kids1 

Find out more. With our free Philanthropy 

Starter Ki t . 

ACT NOW to receive your FREKit 
Philanthropy Starter 
Kit includes: . t 

special invitations to Foundation even s 
• . · ·d 's newsletter 
• our intormative ins, er. ur own charitable tund 
• a how-to guide to setting up JO 
• the foundation's inspmng annual report 

274 -4564 ext.3130 
Call Pauline at l4_~!~ndation.org/kit2 

or v1s1t www · II 
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'Passover Contemplated' 
Educational art exhibit opens March 7 at ]CC 

Women's Center 
holds Second 

Annual Awards 
presentations 

PROVIDENCE - Gallery 
401 of the Jewish Community 
Center of Rhode Island and The 
Jewish Voice & Herald will present 
"Passover Contemplated" March 
7-31.-Precious ritual objects from 
The Natalie and Abraham Perce
lay Museum ofTemple Emanu-El 
, original serigraphs by Alan Met
nick and photographs by David 
Lewis will be on display. The 
centerpiece of this show is eleven 
seder tables that have been cre
ated by local Jewish organizations 
to commemorate the Passover 
observance. 

The seder table displays will 
be by Daniel Gourmet Kosher 
Catering, Highland Court, 
Na'Amat USA, JCCRI Early 
Childhood Center, Jewish Elder
care of Rhode Island, The Alperin 
Schechter Day School, JCCRI 
Kids pace and Preteen Con nec
tion, Providence Hebrew Day 
School, Bureau of Jewish Edu
cation of Rhode Island, and 
the Jewish Federation of Rhode 
Island. 

Consul General of Israel 
Meir Shlomo and Senator Jack 
Reed will speak at a reception on 
Sun., March 14 at 2:30 p.m. The 
JCC's Passover workshop will 
begin at 3 p.m. with the Matzoh 
Factory available for those who 
pre-register. Songs with Cantor 
Remmi Brown and craft activi
ties for families will begin at 3:30 
p.m. Passover haggadot, seder 
plates and other holiday items 
will be on sale at the JCC Gift 
Shop. 

The gallery is open Mon. 
through Thurs., 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
Friday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., and by 
appointment. The exhibit is open 
to the public and group tours will 
be available by appointment. Call 
Sue Suls at 861-8800 to schedule 
a tour. 

='-"" • .,~ 1fl~&1fl~ 
7Mf&S~ 

7 Main (at Brown) Wickford • 295.9001 
192 Wayland Ave Providence • 421.6623 

PASSOVER PREP - Julia Birnbar, 4, and Kyle Shuman, S, both of 
Providence, work on preparing their seder table for the Jewish Com
munity Center's showcase "Passover Contemplated." 

Photo by Jonathan Rubin 

PROVIDENCE - The 
Women's Center of Rhode 
Island is planning its Second 
Annual Exceptional Women 
Awards Luncheon, in celebra
tion of International Women's 
Day, on March 8, at the Prov
idence Marriott. A reception 
will held from 11 a.m. to noon. 
Tickets are $50. 

This event aims to inspire 
all women who face challenges 
in their lives. Honorees are 
women who have overcome 
seemingly insurmountable 
obstacles to reach personal 
achievement and success, or 
who have dedicated their lives 
to breaking down barriers for 
women. 

This year's honorees are: 
Nancy Gewirtz, Founder, The 
Poverty Institute; The Right 
Rev. Geralyn Bishop Wolf; 
Susan Whipple, CEO, Cedar
Crest Subacute and Rehabilita
tion Center; Talk Show Host 
Arlene Violet; the National 
Council of Jewish Women -
RI Section; Edna Mojica, 
domestic violence survivor; and 
Cheryl Watkins Snead, Pres
ident and CEO of Banneker 
Industries. 

For tickets and informa
tion, contact Marisa Poli at 
861-2761 ext 134. 

J.VV. GRAHA~ 
Heirloom Qualit:9 J u~aica ... 

Shown: 
etched, fused glass menorah 

hand-made in Florida by UDAGLASS -

26 Brown Street •Wickford, RI • 401.295.0757 

Communilv 
LAW OFFICES OF 

JEFFREY B. PrNE EsQ. 
A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION 

Jeffrey B. Pine 
Attornq Goiual 1993-1999 

• Criminal Defense 
• Civil Litigation • Personal Injury 
• Business Litigotion 
• Corporate Compliance 

321 South Main Street, Suite 302 
Providence, R1 02903 

Tel: 401-351-8200 Fax: 401-351-9032 
E-Mail: jbp@pinelaw.com 

www.pinelaw.com 
The RI Supreme Court licenses all lawyers in the general 
practice of law. The Court does oot license Of certify any 
lawyersasanexpertorspecialistin anyfieldorpractice 

' . 
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Community 
Spring Adult Enrichment at Beth El 

PROVIDENCE - The 
Temple Beth-El Adult Enrich
ment Committee announces its 
spring semester offerings, which 
will run from March 23 through 
May 12. 

M ost courses will take place 
on Wednesday evenings from 7 
p.m. to 8:30 ·p.m. (unless other
wise noted) at Temple Beth-El. 

The kick-off event will be 
a talk by Roger I. Abrams, 
renowned baseball historian and 
author, on Tuesday, M arch 30, 
(7 p.m.- 8:30 p.m.) titled]ewish 
Immigrants and the First World 
Series: Would You Believe It, 
Bubeleh? Boston won!! This spe
cial event is free and open to 
the public, with no preregistra-

tion required. 
Biblical Images in Art and 

Text: Visual Exegesis (March 
24-April 21, 7 p.m. - 8:30 
p.m.) Rabbi Sarah Mack and 
Providence College art historians 
Dr. Joan Branham, Dr. Deborah 
Johnson, and Andre Breaux. Join 
Rabbi Mack and three art his
torians through Biblical text and 

the art that it has inspired. 
Crafts with Jewish Mean

ing (March 24-April 28, 7 p.m.-
8:30 p.m.) Paula Bodo. 

Each participant will make 
their own chamsa (an ancient 
and still popular amulet for mag
ical protection from the evil eye) 
using a variety of materials includ
ing malleable copper sheet and 

ceramjc beads. 
Beginning Hebrew Read

ing (M arch 24-May 12, 7 p.m. -
8:30 p.m.)Helen Salzberg. 

Science Fiction, Fantasy 
and Theology (Sundays, 3 p.m. -
5 p.m., April 4-18) Lev Paplow. 

Using film clips from science 
fiction and fantasy films, as well 
as traditional Judajc text, we will 
explore the nature of God and 
humans, prophecy, fate vs. free 
will, good and evil, death and the 
afterlife, and the end of days. 

Intermediate Hebrew Read
ing (Sundays, 9:30-11:00 a.m.) 
M arch 21 - May 16) Stanley 
Freedman. 

''American Judaism: A His
tory" (April 20, 7:30-9 p.m.) Jon
athan Sarna. Co-sponsored by 
the RI Jewish Historical Associ
ation. 

Sarna presents the history of 
individuals struggling to remain 
Jewish while also becoming 
American. 

Temple Beth-El Adult 
Enrichment Programs receive 
funding from the Bernice and 
Sanford White Fund, the H elen 
and Aaron Caslowitz Fund, the 
Benefactors Fund, the Brother
hood and Sisterhood. 

All courses are open to the 
public and meet at Temple Beth 
El, 70 Orchard Avenue, Provi
dence. The cost is $36 for temple 
members and $72 for non-T\ 
temple members. 

Scholarships are available. 
To register or for additional 

information, call the temple 
331-6070. 

Camp Gan 
Israel season 
opens in August 

WARWICK - Camp Gan 
Israel in the West Bay will hold 
its 2004 sessions from Aug. 2 
through Aug. 20. T he three 
weekly programs target children 
from ages three to thirteen. 

"Mini Gan Izzi" is for three
to four-year-olds and has half 
days from 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
or full days from 9 a.m. to 3 :30 
p.m. Camp Gan Israel, for five
to 10-year-olds meets from 9 a.m. 
to 3:30 p.m. 

Girls Pfoneers Week is for 
Jewish girls ages 11 to 13 and 
runs from Aug. 16 to 20. 

Extended hours are available. 
The camp is located at Temple 
Am David, 40 Gardiner St., War
wick. For fee schedule and info 
call Shoshanah Laufer, director, 
884-7888. 
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Communilv 
REGISTER YOUR DAUGHTER FOR CAMP ! 

Girl Scouts. 
Where Glrl1 Grow Stron1 ., 

Girl Scout Camps offer 
exciting, fun-filled activities 
in an all-girl environment! 
Girls can learn to ride horses, surf, 
produce theatrical sketches, explore 
nawre and much, much more! 

Assorted Day and Resident 
Camp Sessions Ava/lab/el 

CALL 1-800-331 0149 FOR GIRL SCOUT CAMP 
INFORMATIO~ OR TO REGISTER YOU R DAUGHTER NOW' 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

In the spirit of Purim 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

TINY PARADE - Providence Hebrew Day School Pre-Kindergarten students parading through the • 
lunchroom with their instruments in the spirit of Purim. Photo by PHDS • 

Chabad House to distribute Purim kits 
• 
• 
• 

PROVIDENCE - As part 
of a nationwide campaign, the 
Chabad Lubavitch of New Eng
land is distributing Purim kits to 
university students, families and 
hospitals. Each kit contains two 
kinds of food, as prescribed by 

tradition. Pennies for charity and 
a brochure describing the Purim 
holiday are included. Hundreds 
of these kits will be distributed in 
the Providence area. 

Chabad representatives will 
share the holiday spirit with 

patients and residents of Rhode 
Island Hospital, Charlesgate and 
O ak Hill nursing homes, and 
with senior citizens at the Jewish 
Community Center. 

For more information on how 
to help, call 273-7238. 

Temple Beth El holding spring film festival 
The following films will be 

screened at Temple Beth El, 70 
Orchard Avenue, Providence: 

M arch 14 - "H ollywood
ism: Jews, Movies, and the Amer
iq.n Dream" '(documentary) . 

March 21 - "The Jazz 
Singer." 

M arch 28 - "Marlene Diet- • 
rich--H er Own Story." • 

To register or for additional • 
information, call the temple at • 
331-6070 • 

Scu,e, tlte :l)cde • 
• 
• 

Saturday evening • 
• 

March 20th at 7:30 PM • 
Temple Emanu-EI • 

• 
An evening of Jewish • 

• music with Yom Hadash • 
t o support the Harry Elkin • 

M idrasha • 
Community • 

• 
High School of the • 
Bureau of Jewish • 
Education of RI • 

• 
Tickets: ~18 Adults, • 

• 
~5 Students, • 
~45 Family maximum • 

• 
For information on ticket s or gift • 

opportunities please contact Richard Wa lt er • 
• at 401-331-0956 or rwalter@bj eri .org • M arch 14, 2 p.m. -

"Remember When" (also show
ing M arch 21, 28) • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

WEsT 
SIDE 
STORY 

The Jaffa Gate/Pomegranate Division 
of the Women's Alliance 

of the Jewish Federation of Rhode Island 
is going to ... 

WEsT SIDE STORY 
won't you join us ... 

at TRINITY REPERTORY COMPANY 
Tuesday, April 27, 2001' 

EnjotJ. a Gourmet Dinner before the platJ.f 

For more information, call Rachel Siegal at 421-4111, ext 
· 206 or email: Rsiegal@jfri.org 

We stock Ahava 
Products ... 

hand 
foot and 
body lotions 

Mezuzahs 
Tallesim, 
Talit Bags, Art, and 
Tzedakah Boxes 
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College Hill 
Book Store 

Featuring Brown University's 
Mr. David Shrayer-Petrov's 

wonderful collection of Jewish stories of 
Russia and America 

Jonah and Sarah 
Syracuse University Press 

· Free gift wrapping • 
25% OFF all New York Times Hardcover Best-sellers - including children's titles! 

Open 7 days until midnight • Same/next day shipping in RI 
Daily ordering available -Access to over 3 million titles! 

252 Thayer Street· Providence· Phone: 751-6404 Fax: 331-4432 

The Jewish Voice & Herald 
& 

~ALil:iBR cy 401 
of the Jewish Community Center of Rhode Island 

~ 

~~~ 
Morch 7 - 31 

~ s~~dbuv~ 
<7J~~f}J~g;~ 

9?it«at ~f«mv ~ ~ 
Eleven tables set by local organizations for the Passover Seder: 

Daniel Gourmet Catering 
Highland Court 
Na'Amat USA 
JCCRI Early Childhood Center 
Jewish Seniors Agency 
Alperin Schechter Day School 

JCCRI Kidspace & Preteen Connection 
Providence Hebrew Day School 
Bureau of Jewish Education of R.I. 
Harry Elkin Midrasha Community High School 
Jewish Federation of Rhode Island 

Judaic Traditions at the "J" will feature Passover items for sale 

JOIN us FOR AN OPENING RECEPTION SUNDAY, MARCH 14 -2:30 P .M. 

Gum SPEAKERS - SENATOR )ACK REED ANO MEIR SHLOMO, CONSUL GENERAL OF ISRAEL 

Special Passover Workshop featuring: 

CHA BAO MATZOH fACTORY- l :45-J:J0 P,M. (PRE-REGISTRATION REQUIRED) 

PASSOVER SONGS WITH CANTOR REMMI BROWN 4:00 P.M. - . Y fi(A 
(RAFT ACTIVITIES 4:00 P,M, l3e(e5.-i9 

suGGESTED DONATION ss PER FAMILY j Here 
For information call: 861-8800, ext. 108 CC 

rhodeloland 

March·s, 2004 

FILM REVIEW 

'The Passion of the Christ' 
By Jonathan Rubin divisions between 

Mel Gibson's "The Passion the Jewish people 
of the Christ" is excruciating to are a common 
watch. Which, of course, is one of theme throughout 
the points of a Passion Play-to the movie). When 
take the audience through the he claims that he 
final 12 hours of Jesus' life, in is the Messiah, he 
order to help us understand the is struck by a priest 
suffering he willingly endured for and spat upon. 
the sake of humanity, and, at the He is brought 
same time being able to simulta- before Pontius 
neously fo rgive his persecuters. Pilate, the Roman 

· H owever, I found this noble governor of ancient 
teaching was lost somewhere Israel, and once 
inside the film's veritable orgy of again the mob con
blood, brutal sadism, and vicious demns him. Pilate, 
torture that makes up the major- who is shown to be a 
ity of "The Passion." Some parts compassionate and 
were so extreme that I saw many sensible man, is put 
audience members covering their off by the blood
eyes or gasping, and during one thirsty violence of 
particular scene where a prone the Jewish mob. He 
Jesus is whipped relentlessly for refuses to judge Jesus based on the 
ten minutes, and his attackers are paltry evidence presented by the 
spattered with his blood, I myself Jews, as does King H erod. · Pilate 
had to turn away. finally succumbs to the Jewish 

Equally distu rbing to me was bloodlust, and reluctantly agrees 
the fact that many children were to their demand that Jesus be cru-
. d h cified. in atten ance at t is 9:30 p.m. 

Jim Caviezel as Jesus 

Jewish faces that seem to revel at 
the sight of a weakened, bloody 
man wrapped in chains. I felt 
shocked and insulted while view
ing it, but, then again, I don't feel 
it matters what I think nearly as 
much as it matters what non-Jews 
think. showing- someasyoungas.five, During this time, Roman 

who cried during parts of the goons begin their deplorable tor- To give myself a more objec
movie. At one point, a boy next ture of Jesus, and do not stop tive view of the movie, I saw it 
to me, who must have been eight until his graphic crucifixion on with two friends - one an atheist 
years old put down his hot dog Golgotha. During this lengthy and one a devout Catholic. Nei
and hid his face from ,--------------------~ ther of my friends left 
the screen. (When the The shocking impact of the excessive the theater with the 
movie was over, he told feeling that the film 
me: "It was sad.") gore did have one positive impact - the engaged in Jew-bash-

T he movie is shot Roman violence overwhelms the senses ing. The atheist wasn't 
entirely in Italy and to such a. point that Gibson's Jewish slan- really moved one way 
contains very convinc- der is somewhat overshadowed. or the other - he just 
ing scenes of ancient thought it was a bad 
Judea. fo the beginning, we are and agonizing sequence, Jesus is movie. The Catholic 
introduced to a wounded and whipped and stoned as he carries "didn't learn anyth ing she didn't 
despairing Jesus (played by Jim his heavy cross up a mountain, know already." She didn't feel it 
Caviezel) in the Garden of and he is so covered in gore that cast Jews in a bad light - "that's 
Olives, as he fights to resist Satan's he is almost unrecognizable. The pretty much what happened," she 
temptations and struggles to bear Pharisees, who have been follow- said. 
the weight of humanity's sins. ing him like ghouls this whole "Did the Jews kill Jesus? No, 
He succeeds, and his wounds are time, are unable to bear the sight she said, sin killed Jesus, but Jews 
healed. Meanwhile, Judas Iscar- of his final agqnies and leave. At were the principal actors in Jesus' 
iot betrays Jesus to the Pharisees, the moment of his death, a tear- demise. They had to be, after 
the holy upper class of the Jewish drop falls from the heavens and all, because "there weren't many 
people, who dress in fine robes a massive earthquake strikes. His other people around besides Jews 
and carry gold staves. These grin- mother Mary weeps by his side. and Romans," she said. 
ning, scheming, obviously evil The movie ends with a very brief However, the shocking 

t t fi d d d t scene of his resurrection, and then · f h · men are ou o n an es roy impact o t e excessive gore did 
J d h al · d d fades to black. esus, an t ey most remrn e have one positive impact - the 
me of a group of calculating Mr. Because Passion plays are Roman violence overwhelms the 
Burns' from The Simpsons. With meant to focus ~n the final hours senses to such a point that Gib
almost cartoonish derision, they ofJesus's life, they purposely omit son's Jewish slander is somewhat 
throw Judas's payment in silver the context of Jesus' life, and are overshadowed. 
at his feet, and soon the Roman slim on the subject of his teach- As oft-reported in the media, 
guards capture Jesus. D espite ings and his ministry after the the movie was Gibson's expres· 
their brutal treatment ofJesus and resurrection. These omissions are sion of thanks on how the Pas
his disciples , Jesus demonstrates instantly apparent in the movie sion of Christ saved him during 
remarkable resilience and com- - it begins at the end of Jesus' some ofhis darkest moments. The 
passion towards his attackers. life, and we receive only snippets movie tried to show Jesus's cour-

Jesus is brought in chains of his teachings (shown mostlY in age and compassion and sacrifice, 
to the Pharisees, and undergoes flashbacks). but all I came away with were 
a witch-trial of sorts before the Is "The Passion" anti- visions of pain, blood, betrayal 
Jewish community, where a ruth- Semitic? Without a doubt, the and death. This is not a movie 
less and senseless mob screams Jews are portrayed in the worst that you "like," whether you find 
accusations at the condemned possible light and are only it inspiring or not. 
man. It 's basically a kangaroo redeemed when they are swayed Jonathan Rubin is editor of the 
court, and many of the Jewish by Jesus's example, or become his .Jewish Voice & Herald. 
leaders leave in disgust at the followers. It is hard to feel any-
unfairness of the trial (pa infu l thing but scorn towards the many 
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Book Review 
Purim books to delight youngsters 

By Judith S. Greenblatt 
This Purim we have been 

treated to a new title from Kar
Ben to add to older titles still 
worth reading. The new book is: 

The Purim Surprise, by 
Lesley Simpson. Kar-Ben, 2003. 

If you've ever been a child 
who moved, or a 
child whose 
parent seems 
to have forgot- . 
ten your birth
day, or if you 
love the Purim 
custom of deliv
ering sweet gifts, 
you'll be drawn 
into this story. In 
spite of all of 
Naomi 's complaints 
and objections, her 
mother insists that 
they are going to make 
and deliver shaloch 
manot to all the Jews in 
their new town. 

Drawn in by being allowed 
to stay up late, Naomi is the one 
that comes up with an intriguing 
container for the hamantashen 
and other goodies. But she's still 
unhappy that no mention has 
been made of her bir thday. Don't 
worry- mother has a plan. That 
I wondered about her usually 
strict - about-bedtime mother 
not only letting her stay up late 
but she also let her skip school to 
help bake hamantashen, I'm sure 
says more about me than about 
the story. And I did wonder, look
ing at the illustrations, if, for all 
those Hamantashen, she really 
rolled the dough out on a cutting 
board, and ground her own poppy 
seeds and spices. 

Naomi also seems to have an 
unexplained change of clothing. 
These are minor matters. The 
story has great warmth and pres
ents a strong and thoughtful role 
model who has great concern for 
her daughter, and who celebrates 

Purim with care 
for mitzvot and 
joy. And along 
the way there's 
the bonus both 
of getting to 
know the 
community, 
and bringing 
the commu
nity closer 
together . 
Fun with a 
ge ntle 
message 

Also too good to miss: 

for pri
a r y 
anyone 

CAKES AND MIRA
CLES, by Barbara Diamond 
Goldin. Viking, 1991. H erschel 
discovers that although blind, he 
can still help his mother by shap
ing cookies for her to sell. 

A COSTUME FOR 
NOAH, by Susan Remick Topek. 
Kar-Ben Copies, 1995. Noah 
spends the whole week in his class 
is preparing fo r Purim and trying 
to come up with a special cos
tume. 

GOLDIE'S PURIM, by 
Jane Breskin Zalben. H enry H olt, 
1991. In which Goldie, one of our 
favorite bears, overcomes stage 
fright ro play Qieen Esther in 
the synagogue's celebration of 
Purim. 

THE SOUTHERN NEW ENGLAND REGION OF HADASSAH 
Cordially Invites You to a 

CELEBRl"fX 9~~~1NG Exflo 
Chef Michael Schlow of Via Matta & Radius •.. 

..,. Passover Cooking with a Flair 

..,. Boutiques, Raffles & Wine Tasting 

..,. Cooking Demonstrations by ... 
• Michael Schlow 
• Dani Alon 

Daniel Gourmet Kosher 
Catering Pawtucket, RI 

• Nancy Starziano 
East Side Market Place 

• Neil Morris 
NRM Catering 

• La Bonne 
Cuisine 

• Plus many 
more .. . 

Thursday, March 18, 2004 • 6:00PM 

CLARKE. 
393 Fortune Boulevard • Milford, MA 

Visit www.clarkecorp .com for directions. 

$36 per person 
Please RSVP by calling 781-444-7676 

Presented by the 
National Young Leaders Advisory Council 

of Southern New England Region 

MAKE NOISE, MAKE 
MERRY, THE STORY AND 
MEANING OF PURIM by 
Miriam Chaikin. Clarion Books, 
1983. Get the facts about Purim 
here, including a retelling of the 
story and information on the cel
ebration of the holiday. 

THE PURIM GOAT, by 
Yuri Shul. Four Winds Press, 
1980. This children's story about 
Purim rakes place in Europe. 
H oping to earn some money so 
his pet goat won't be sold, a poor 
Jewish boy teaches it to dance. 

PURIM PLAY, by Roni 
Schotter. Little, Brown, 1998. 
Frannie is upset because an elderly 
neighbor is going to play the part 
of Haman in this year's Purim 
play, but Mrs. Teplitzky surprises 
everyone with her acting ability. 
Story compares discrimination 
with H aman's behavior. Includes 
facts about Purim and a recipe for 
hamantashen. 

RAISEL'S RIDDLE, by 
Erica Silverman. Farrar Straus & 
Geroux, 1999.A Jewish Cinder
ella tale, in which a poor but edu
cated young woman enchants her 
"Prince Charming" by using her 
wits. 

Judith S. Greenblatt, is the 
Direc tor of Library Services, Bureau 
of Jewish Education of Rhode 
Island. 

fhe Gateway Committee of the 
Women's Alllance of the Jewish Federation of Rhode Island 

Invites you to ... 

BltBlEI ,, ,, 
°d~Btg/ ~~ & ,, lt\g \ 

!<Ids ~\bb i, :2001.l 

00 Thursday, March 18, 200.C 

Get Pa~OV{ff Tip~ from Izzy·~ Caforing ~ -

Time: 

Where: 

10:30 a.m. - Noon 

Temple Sinai 
30 Hagan Ave., • Cranston, RI 

Upcoming BKK Sessions: 

Friday, April 16, 2004 
Friday, May 14, 2004 (TempleHabonim.Barrington) 

For information and directions. contact Usa Burtan 421-4111. ext. 163 
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Health 
HAPPY 1000TH! 

Jewish Family Service celebrates Lifeline milestone 

Heart Disease and Cognitive Function 
If you have heart disease, 
are between the ages of 
60 and 85 , and speak 
English you may be eligi
ble to participate in a 
study at The Miriam 
Hospital. The research is 
being conducted to study 
the effects of heart dis
ease on thinking and 
memory and to better 
understand how heart dis
ease alters the brain. 

You will -not be asked to 
take any new or additional 
medications. 

You will receive information 
concerning your memory, 
results of cardiac tests wil l 
be sent to your doctor, and 
you will be compensated 
for your time. 

For more information, or to 
volunteer please call (401) 
444-4800. 

The Miriam Hospital 
A lifespan Partner 

CELEBRATING the installation of the 1000th Lifeline personal emergency response system, members of 
Lifeline Rhode Island at Jewish Family Service present the unit to 92-year-old Cranston resident Mar
guerite. From left are Maxine Richman, Lifeline Rhode Island program director; Beth Kovar, Lifeline 
Rhode Island program assistant, Christine Boe, Lifeline Rhode Island Program assistant and John Sha
lett, executive director, Jewish Family Service of Rhode Island. 

At OS OU IL T 

A Gathering 
for all 

People Touched by AIDS 

10th Annual 

Seder of Hope 

Sunday, March 28th, 2004 
5:00PM 

Jewish Community Center of RI 
401 Elmgrove Avenue 

Providence, RI 

For information call 
401-421-41]1 X161 

Sponsored by the 
AIDS Task Force of the Community Relations Council 

Jewish Federation of Rhode Island 

$15 per person includes complete dinner 
Space is limited. Reservation deadline is March 19th. 

For reservations, mail your check 
JFRl/AIDS SEDER 

Jewish Federation of Rhode Island 
130 Sessions Street 

Providence, RI 02906 
Reservations are handled on a first-come-first-served basis, paid in advance. 

Panels from the AIDS Memorial Quilt 
willheo11 

Display courtesy of 
"A IDS Quilt Ill" 

By Jonathan Rubin 
Last month, an elderly 

woman in Woonsocket took a fall 
in her house. She lived alone, 
and wasn't expecting visitors. But, 
thanks to Jewish Family Service, 
she wasn't alone - she pressed a 
small button on a Lifeline pen
dant around her neck, and soon 
she was speaking to an emergency 
response person who alerted a 
neighbor to help her up. She was 
lucky - a bit shaken up but oth
erwise felt fine and didn't need an 
ambulance. Problem solved. 

Jewish Family Service cel
ebrated the installment of its 
l000•h Lifeline unit last month, 
and was recognized by the pres
ident of lifeline, Dan Strange. 
"This isn't a job, it's a calling," 
said Strange. "Social isolation is 

what shuts people down, and you 
help make an important connec
tion in their lives." 

"As the population continues 
to age and government-funded 
social services continue to be 
cut, Lifel ine Rhode Island stead
fastly works to enrich the lives 
of at-risk elders and the physi
cally challenged so that they may 
live safely and independently and, 
most importantly, with dignity in 
their own homes," said Program 
Director Maxine Richman. The 
gratitude people feel when the 
know they are being caring for is 
unreal, she said. "One man said 
he felt that he had a guardian 
angel looking over him." 

The "help at the push of a 
button" Lifeline program has its 

See, LIFELINE, next page 

Joseph C. Ellerin 
Doctor of Acupuncture 

announces the expansion of his 

Pain Clinic 
to 

295 Angell Street 
Providence, Rhode Island 

Dr. Ellerin has been in practice for 15 years, and 
uses Acupuncture, Chinese Herbs, Homeopathy, 
and Craniosacral Therapy to treat a range of 
disorders, which include: 

Arthritis Neck & Shoulder Pain 
Back Pain Fibromyalgia 
Migraines Knee and Leg Pain 

For more information, call 401 -783-WELL (9355) 

66 Main Street 
Wakefield, RI 

295 Angell Street 
Providence, RI 
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Health 
Lifeline milestone 
From page 24 

R hode Island roots in the Jewish 
community: In 1986, the Miriam 
Hospital convened a meeting with 
the Jewish Community Center, 
the Jewish H ome for the Aged 
and Jewish Family Service about 
t he problems Jewish elderly face 

~ 

The Lifeline alert penda nt 

while living alone, and the strug
gle to keep older folks in their 
homes and outside of t he nursing 
home industry. The Jewish Fed
eration of Rhode Island and 
T he Miriam donated the start-up 
funds, and the program was 
born. 

I n 1992, JFS took over the 
prog ram entirely and began offer
ing it to the non-Jewish commu
nity as well, and the units began 
selling at a rapid clip. The RI 
program has fielded more than 
5,600 calls since its inception. 
They h ave three paid employees, 
and the system can be ordered 
over the phone, although one per
sonal visit is required. 

I was given a demonstration 
of the system at JFS offices in the 
United Way Building. I pressed 
a small button on a white pen
dant that I'd normally wear either 
around my neck or on my wrist. 
Instantly, the communicator (it 
looks like an intercom) which 

is attached to the phone line 
sprung to life and told me to wait. 
After about 20 seconds, Sonia 
Verroto, a dispatcher in Framing
ham, Mass., answered and asked 
me if I was OK and needed an 
ambulance. If I had said no, or 
hadn't answered, they would have 
either called a pre-selected list 
of nearby neighbors, friends and 
family members w ith house keys 
to stop by and check on me. 
"Most of the time friends and 
neighbors are 1-3 minutes away," 
said Richman. Failing a quick 
response from these individuals, 
Verroto would have called for an 
ambulance. 

"Sometimes, I'm the only 
person they speak to in a week," 
Verroto said. "W e make them feel 
like they're the only people in the 
world when we talk to them." 

The system costs between 
S30 and $40 a month depending 
on income and special services 
requested, and consists of an alert 

pendant and a remote transmitter 
that hooks up to the phone line. 
"We haven't raised our fees in 10 
years," said Richman, "because 
we want it to be affordable." I t 
runs 24 hours a day and the 
system supports 120 languages. 

Bernie Beider was one of the 
JFS volunteers honored at the 
banquet reception. For the last 
14 years, Beider and his wife 
Audrey have helped JFS install 
the machines in people's houses, 
and to periodically check on the 
batteries (they all have back-ups, 
just in case). He puts about 1,500 
m iles a year on his car visiting 
homes in Warwick, Cranston, 
Exeter, Bristol, Coventry, and 
elsewhere in Rhode Island. 

"I carry a lot of screwdriv
ers," said Beider, who is in his 
in late 60s. "Taking the machine 
apart is easy, but putting it back 
together is not so easy." 

At one point the Beiders han
dled all of the installations, but 

now that are so many they are 
looking for more volunteers. "If 
we only had five more people .... " 
he said. 

For more information call 
331-1244. 

Body and Soles 
Healing Toud1, 
Reiki & Reflexology 

Gayle Brezack 

The Gift of Heald, 
for Body, Mind, Spirit 

Deeply Relaxing 

Reduces Stress 

Creates Balance 
\f'itbin t/Je Body 

Promotes Self·l-leali11g 

Relieves Pain 

Warwick and Narragansett, A.I. 
401-524-8451 Gayle@body-and-soles.com 

Saturday, April 3 
8:30 a.m. - 3:15 p.m. 

Women's Wellness Workshop 2004 
A conference on The Heart Truth 

• Gardening Ease:Tips and Tools for a Garden 

That's Good for You 

• Sensual Wellness:The Role Sexuality and 

Providence Marriott 

One Orms Street 

Providence, RI 

The Miriam Hospital 
A Lifespan Partner 

~heart 
TRUTH 

~ 
SWAROVSKI 

RHODE 
ISL\ND 
N•:ll'Sl'APER 
GROUP . 

~
0001;1len's 

Cardiac 
Center.-.T 

THLMIRIAM HOSFITAL 

FILENE'S 

cox: 
COM MIIIU(AllOU 

There are simple things every woman can do co reduce her risk of heart disease. 
The first seep is co attend Women's Wellness Workshop 2004. 

The Miriam Hospital is sponsoring chis daylong event co empower you with the 
information you need co keep your heart healthy. You will have the opportunity co 
learn about heart health, weight loss, sensual wellness, nutrition and exercise from 
nationally and internationally recognized professionals. View the exclusive The 
Heart Truth: Red Dress Collection and Swa rovski's Little Red Dress 
Collection, and enjoy a spring fashion show sponsored by Filene's and 
Swarovski. Attendees will receive a W hole Body gift bag compliments of Whole 
Foods Markee. 

The Heart Truth and the Red Dress Collection 

The National Heare, Lung, and Blood Institute (NHLBI) and partner organizations 
have teamed up to sponsor The Heart Truth, a natio nal campaign to raise awareness 
about women and heart disease.The Red Dress is the centerpiece of The Heart Truth 
campaign, serving as the national symbo l for women and heart disease awareness. 
The Heart Truth brought the symbol co life with a collection of stunning red dress
es from the nation's cop fashion designers. You don't wane to miss your chance co 
see The Heart Truth's red dresses when they make their Rhode Island debut at 
Women's Wellness Workshop 2004. 

Women's Wellness Workshop will feature: 

Rebecca Radcliffe, a national speaker, workshop leader, con
sultant, and author on women's issues, is Women's Wellness 
Workshop's keynote speaker. Her books include Dance 
Naked In Your Uving Room: Handling Stress and Finding Joy and 
Hot Flashes, Chocolate Sauce, and Rippled Thighs: Women's 
Wisdom, Wellness, Body Acceptance, and Joy. Radcliffe is 
executive director of EASE™ Publications and Resources, 

which has been dedicated to enhancing women's self-esteem and personal growth 
since 1988. 

$25 pe r person ($30 per person after March 15) - includes light, heart healthy breakfast , lunch and events of the day. 
Call the Lifespan Health Connection at 401 .444.4800 or 800.927.1230 to register or for more information. 

To register online using a credit card, visit www.Lifespan.o rg. 

Pleasure Play in Total Body Wellness 

• Hormones and Heart Disease 

• Spores Medicine Perspectives for Women 

• Migraine - A Disabling Disease, Not Just a 

Headache 

• Spirituality: Being Your Own Best Friend, with 

a Little Help from Kabbalah 

• Dance Naked in Your Living Room: 

Handling Stress and Finding Joy 

• Bone Health in Women 

• "Magic Bullets" for Successful Weight 

Maintenance 

• What to Do When the Tables are Turned: 

Caring for Elderly Parents 

• Nursing a Women's Body: Practical 

Approach_es to Healthy Eating 

• Aquatic Exercises 

• Diabetes:WhatWomen Should Know 

• Health Screenings for Women 

• Cosmerl~ Facts and Myths 
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Mr & Mrs. Bradd Mellion 

Mr. & Mrs. Matthew B. Bromberg 

~azal ~ov! 
Weddings 

Rachel Daniels, daughter of Stuart 
and Leah D aniels of Cranston, and Bradd 
Mellion, son of Douglas and Arlene Mel
lion of Providence and Palm Desert, Calif., 
were married at Temple Beth-El, Provi
dence on August 3, 2003. 

The bride has a bachelor of science 
degree in elementary education and a mas
ter's in reading. She teaches English as a 
second language and is a reading consul
tant. 

T he bridegroom has a bachelor of arts 
degree and is employed as a pharmaceuti
cal representative. 

The couple are making their home in 
North Providence. 

Matthew B. Bromberg, son of Susan 
and H oward Bromberg of Providence, and 
Julie R. Hirsch, daughter of D r. Robert 
and A my H irsch, were married on Nov. 
1, 2003 at the Willard H otel in Washing
ton, D .C. Rabbi Alvan Kaunfer and Dr. 
Joshua Gutman officiated. 

T he bride is a graduate of Syracuse 
University and received her master's degree 
in P ublic H ealth from Boston University. 
She is employed with Lifespan of P rovi
dence. 

T he bridegroom is also a graduate 
of Syracuse University and is currently 
enrolled in the M BA program at Bryant 
College. H e is employed with Benny's, 
Inc., of Esmond. 

The couple honeymooned in H awaii 
and is residing in Providence. 

Mr. & Mrs. Joshua Harlan Harris 

Mr. and M rs. Mark H. Freedman of 
W arwick announce the marriage of their 
daughter, Shelby Blair, to Joshua Harlan 
Harris, son of the H onorable and M rs. 
Jonathan . H arris of Upper Saddle River, 
N.J., on Jan. 3. The bride is the grand
daughter of M r. and Mrs. Sydney I. Brown 
of Coconut Creek, Fla. 

The ceremony was at Temple Sinai 
in Cranston with Rabbi Peter W. Stein, 
Rabbi George J. Astrachan and Cantor 
Remmie J. Brown officiating. A reception 
followed at the Providence Westin Hotel. 

The bride graduated magna cum laude 
with a bachelor of arts degree in psychol
ogy and music from Brown University. 
She earned a master's degree in clinical 
psychology at Yeshiva University in New 
York City, where she is a third-year doc
toral student at the Ferkauf School of Psy
chology. 

T he bridegroom is a graduate of 
Brown, earning a bachelor of science with 
honors in biophysics. He is a third-year law 

,-----------------------------------..:........; student at Benjamin N. 

ELLIS ISLAND: THE DREAM OF AMERICA 
A multimedia work for actors and orchestra with projected images 

Brown University Orchestra 
Paul Phillips, Conductor 

Guest Compo-ser PETER BOYER 
Brown University Artist-in-Residence 

and 

Special Guest KA TE BURTON 

Cardozo School of Law 
in New York City. He 
will join the law firm of 
Morgan and Finnegan 
as an associate in Sep
tember. 

The couple honey
mooned in H awaii and 
is making their home in 
Riverdale, N.Y. 

March 5, 2004 

Bar Mitzvah 
Daniel D iPiero, son of Glenna and 

Anthony D iPiero of Orange Park, Fla., 
celebrated his Bar Mitzvah on Feb.14 at 
Congregation Ahavath Chesed in Jack
sonville, Fla. 

His grandparents are Sandra and Fred 
Brown of Boynton Beach, Fla., formerly 
of West Warwick, and Anthony S. DiP
iero of Orange Park. 

H is great grandmother is Ida Castle
man of Delray Beach, Fla. 

Local writer . . 
wins prize 

Zan Nordlund of Cranston has won 
the Grand Prize in the Chicken Soup for 
the Soul 10th Anniversary International 
Writer's Contest. 

She has served as a professor in Eng
lish, and is a member of a writer's con
sortium atBrown University. H er works 
have appeared in The Back Bay Beacon, The 
Boston Globe, and with TimeLift Publica
tions, as well as with Retrozine, a Journal 
of Memories, M ipoesias, and Zoetrope Art
ists Studio. 

She has received several literary 
awards, and her first novel Altered Realty is 
currently under contract. 

Send us your Simchas 
Send your Simchas to: 
E-Mail: 

voiceherald@jfri.org 

Fax: 401-331-7961 

Mail: 130 Sessions Street, 

Providence, RI 02906 

Include all pertinent 

information. if sending 

photo, include stamped, 

self-addressed, envelope. 

BOYER Titanic 

SIBELIUS Violin Concerto in D Minor 
featuring Juliana Pereira '04 

2003 Concerto Competition Winner 
~~r~r& 

BOYER Ellis Island: The Dream of America 
featuring Ms. Burton 

Saturday, March 6, 2004 at 8:00 p.m. 
Veterans Memorial Auditorium 

Providence, Rhode Island 
$10 Geaeral Admllslon; SS Seniors anclStudents 

SSO Patron Tickets for prlorlty seating and post-concert reception 
with Mr. Boyer, Ms. Burton, Mr. Phillips and the performers. 

Tickets available at the VMA Box Office (401-272-4862), 
at the Brown University Department of Music (401-863-3234) 

or onllne at www.tlckets.com (800-919-6272). 

SPONSOIS: Lawton Wcble Fin "74 ATU.Hn--Relldence Endowment, Brown Uatvenlty Departmeal of Mu.ale, ~cacJ 
Sara IDd Robert A. Relcbley FIIDd, MU'lha aDd Ancmll It. W. Joukowaly, VMA Arb Ir Cu.Jtura.l Cen ter, 

Rhode I.Stand CouacU ror the Human.Jue, , Brown Uo.tven lty Creative Attl Council 

'M,k~-up E.uphori, 

Exclusive Paulo Dorf make-up event. 
National Make-up Artist & Best of Boston Winner 

Lisa 1JeCo6ert 
Showing new Spring looks - 2 days only! 

April 16 & 17 
Book yotr "'10intment today!!! 

1G ~(')uth AD~eU ~t;_ • 1>1-w!dence • 27'±-0099 
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JEWISH VOICE & HERALD BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY 

AUTOMOBILE REPAIR 

Specializing in 

Lexus and Toyota 
Master Certified Technicians 
We use only genuine f~ctory replacement parts 

Elite Auto Repair, Inc. 
53 Kent Avenue 

Warwick, RI 02886 

ATTORNEYS 

A. Larry Berren 

Audette, Bazar, Berren & Gonzalez, Inc. 
Attorneys at Law 

1481 Warnpanoag Trail• East Providence, RI 02915-1071 

Phone 40 1 437·4450 Fax 40 1 437·4780 
Internet www.abbglaw.com 

E-mail lberren@abbglaw.com 

AP@S 
ADLER POLLCCK @.SHEEHAN P.C. 

SOLUTIONS AT LAW ® 

2300 Financial Plaza 175 Federal Street 
Providence, RI Boston, MA 
(401) 274-7200 www.a slaw.com (617) 482-0600 

COMPUTER REPAIR & SERVICE 

EMERGENCY SERVICE 
Networking • Installation/Set-Up 

Maintenance/Repair • 

On-Site Service • Tech Support 

Call Eric Shorr 

331-0196 
toll free 

800-782-3988 
I I 5 Cedar St., Providence • www.pctrouble.com 

To ADVERTISE 
call Frank Zasloff 

~~>::;) 401-421-4111 
ext. 160 

Where vour advertising SSS 
gets results! 

BAR/BAT Mnzv A & WEDDINGS 

WHISPERING 
PINES 

CONFERE CE 
CE TER 

University of Rhode Island 

W. Alton Jones Campus 
West Greenwich, RI 

(401 ) 397-3361 ext.6056 
www.uri.edu/ajdwpines 

The natural beauty of Whispering Pines provides an intimate 
sening for a ceremony and reception for as many as 130. 

FINANCIAL PLANNING 

MBF, Inc. Martin B . Feibish, CLU, ChFC 
Roberta P. Narrin, CLU 

Howard M. Myers, JD, MBA 
Laurie Turchetti 

Financial Services and Strategies 

P. 0. Box 28609 • Providence • RI • 02908 
401-223-0351 • 401-223-0353 (fax) 

email: mbfinc@mbfinc.com 
www.mbfinc.com 

GRAPHIC DESIGN 

SILVER FOX 
GRAPHIC DESIGN 

Logos, Catalogs, Packaging 
_... ...... .,,_ & Commercial Photography 

401.72S.2161 

HEALTH CARI 

Marc A.Jaffe, M.D. 
0BSTETR1CS AND GYNECOLOGY 

Deborah M. Hayden, M.D. 
Specializing in compkte, quality, personalized 

Women'.s Health Care Services 
Pre-Adokscence through Post-Menopause 

401-438-3300 
East Providence, RI • ·Bristol, RI, 

Ors. Jaffe and Hayden are Board Certified in Obstetrics and Gynecology. 
Or. Jaffe is also certified as a Menopause Practitioner. 

Affiliated with Brown University School of Medicine and Women & Infants Hospital. 

HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
~ Phone: 401-323-5220 f-7 Pager: 800-616-6571 

Garage Doors 
Residential & Commercial Sales & Service 

Doors, Electric Operators & Repairs 

"The best values in service you can buy" 

George's Mobile Shop Service 
Extensive Ex erience RI Lie. 17220 

INSURANCE 

GE Financial (f!) 
Lynn Pohl 
long Term Care Insurance Specialist 

Long Term Care Division 
9 Constitution Hill 

Providence, RI 02904 
401-274-7213 • Fax 401-273-2131 

E-mail: lynnpltc@aol.com 
General Electric Capital Assurance Company 

Starkweather & Shepley 
Insurance Brokerage, Inc. 

Affiliates: 
Insurance Underwriters, Inc. & Morton Smith, Inc. 

David B. Soforenko 
Vice President 

60 Caram ore Boulevard, East Providence, RI 029 I 4 
Phone: (401) 435-3600 Fax: (401) 438-0150 

Email: dsoforenko@srarshep.com 

INVITATIONS 

{Donna Evans 
tnv1tatwns 

East Greenwich, Rhode Island 

tel 401.4B6.4006 

fax 401.541.7227 

www.donnaevansinvites.com 

weddings 

bar/bat mitzvah 

birth announcements 

parties 

favors 

stationery 

MEMORY BOOKS 

<J.£e 9ifl of !ll(emories 

·.:b 
'~i:i :. Your family stories, 

photos, or letters presented 
in a beautiful custom book. 

Jfe,rfoom 23oohs 

PERSONAL TRAINER & FITNESS 
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STATE OF ISRAEL BONDS 
RHODE ISLAND CAMPAIGN CABINET 

IS PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE 

Mark R. Feinstein 
President 

Jewish Federation of Rhode Island 

Will be honored at a reception on: 

Tuesday, June 8, 2004 
Temple Emanu-EI 

Providence 
CAll 800-752-565] FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 

(1{W THE '1\(§.w HERALD PRESS 

.I ~...L... Commercia[Printers & PuG[isfiers 

Pu6fisfier of the 'East Provitfence Post antf SeeK!Jnk.Star 

99 Webster Street, Pawtucket, RI 
Phone: 724-0200 • Fax: 726-5820 

HIGH QUALITY ~ COST EFFECTIVE 

COMMERCIAL PRINTING 
• 4-Color Printing • 

• Web & Sheetfed Printing • 
• Electronic Pre-Press • 

• Full Bindery & Fulfillment Services • 
• Direct Mailing Services • 

• Shipping & Warehousing • 

SPECIALIZING IN .... 
• Booklets 

• Magazines 
.Brochures 

.Catalogs 

.Tabloids 

• Newsletters 

www.newheraldpress.com I VISA I 

Shop The Voice & Hera11 

CLASSIFIEDS ZA• TION ~ 
I :01::·::;_,-f~P .~·,-· .. : :. \7,.:· ... -~-:·--·.-

THERAPIST ,:: :-::.:· .::~":::._: ,:,:"· .. :,: .. /---~.- :: .. :·;~ . ·: ·_ --~-=- - ..:·::.:.--;-:-- ... ~.::: :·: ..... : --
Mental health / substance 

abuse. Family interventions. 
Insurance / sliding scale fees. 
Telephone Lora N. Spalt, MS, 

LCDCS 263-5672. 

LOOKING GOOD 
DJF, LJR . 59 ... can pass for 

mid-40s. Slender. N/s. Seeks 
JM, ' slender, n/s, tall and 
educated. Ages 59-61 ... 
Dinners, theatre, etc. Call 
Roberta, 401-331-6875. 

SUMMER 
RENTAL 

Nova Scotia. 
Spectacular view, oceanfront 

chalet-style cbttage. 2 Bedroom, 
sleeps 6, all amenities. Very 
private on scenic "lighthouse 
route." 1 Hour from Yarmouth. 
$800/wk. (401) 461-5534 or 
(401) 461-4192. E mail
bbg@att.Net 

CLEANING 
12 years experience, honest, 

dependable. Service East Side 
only. 781-8002 - Amelia, 
861-7879 - Emma. 

COMPUTER 
TRAINING 

Personal Trainer. Get the basics 
or expand your abilities. Home 
private lessons from a patient 
and practical teacher. Harry 
Friedmann. Gift certificates are 
available. 245-5313. 

STEVE YOKEN 
ENTERTAINMENT 
Professional Disc Jockey 

and Master of Ceremonies. 

Bar/Bat Mitzvah and wedding 
specialists. Candle-lighting 
ceremony and contests. 
Featuring "Mr. D" - the hip-hop 
dance heart throb! Many 
references. Fall River 
508-679-1545. 

WANTED - SILVER 
PLATE AND 
STERLING 

Trays, tea sets, serving pieces, 
etc. Doesn't have to be polished. 
We also buy many household 
items including glass, china, 
jewelry, etc. 30 years - same 
location. Central Exchange. 
781-344-6763. 

APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Providence, 1 · bedroom, 
efficiency, utilities, furniture, 
parking, $600. 421-1433 

CLEANING 
Residential cleaning. One 

room or full house. Reliable and 
efficient. Bonded. Zelda's home 
services. 401-286-1706. 

PERSONAL 
SERVICES FOR 

SENIORS 
ClariCare is caring, reliab le, 

and professional. We provide 
companionship, personal care, 
housekeeping, driving, errands, 
and more. You decide what help 
you want, and when you want 
it. We do the rest. Whether it's 
for you or a loved one, call (401) 
831 -CARE (2273) . ' 

Al)v£RTISE IN 
THE JEWISH VOICE & HERALD 

CLASSIFIEDS 
To place a classified ad: 

Cost: First 15 words = $8 
.25 each additional word 

Print or type your ad and send with payment (check 
payable to Jewish Voice & Herald) to 

130 Sessions Street, Providence, RI 02906 · 

JEWISH VOICE & HERALD BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY 

PLUMBING FIXTURES & SUPPLIES 

Style al Discounted Prices 
The Largest Bath 

Showroom in Rhode Island 
,~g8~l;"s':1~~3 Oh 
Plainville, MA batQ splasa 

1-508-843-1300 

Hyannis, MA 
1-508-775-4115 

Over 6,000 square feet of 
bath fixtures, faucets and accessories 

I FREEWAY DRIVE 
CRANSTON, RI 
401-467-0200 
800-838-1 119 

REAL ESTATE 

I REALTORS I 

~i/~l!!~a~~l{~:,2!3!iu,ABR Sheila G. Land, C,!~r~~~ 
(401) 884-8050EXT.139OFFICE (401) 884-8050EXT. 124OFFICE 
(401) 884-9097FAX (401) 374-4488Cell (401) 884-9097 FAX 
Bonnie.Kaplan@NEMoves.com Sheila.Land@NEMoves.com 

www.OO~~O~COll-lfy.\!iU®;a www~~:com 
~ ~~:?:E ~ ~ \1:1' East Greenwich, RI • \DI' 

www.NewEnglandMoves.com 

HA1 MG COMMERCIAL 
Commercial Real Estate Services, Worldwide 

Daniel T. Feiner 
Vice President 

Office: (401) 751-3200 
Fax: (401) 751-287 1 
Email: dan@mgcommercial.com 
Web Site: www.mgcommercial.com 

Place your business card in the Jewish Voice & Herald Business & Professional Directory 
Direct exposure in over 10,000 households 
Call Frank Zasloff • 401-421-4111, ext. 160 
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Justin L. Benharris 
RUMFORD - Justin L. 

Benharris, 74, a retired jewelry 
designer and company execu
tive, died Feb. 16. He was 
the husband of Muriel "Mimi" 
(Gordon) Benharris. 

Born in Brooklyn, N.Y., a 
son of the late Moses Charles 
and Rose (Braverman) Benhar
ris, he lived in Rhode Island for 
most of his life, and in Rum
ford since 1957. 

H e was a graduate of Hope 
High School, and the former 
Vesper George College of Art 
in Boston. 

An Army veteran of the 
Korean War, he was a 

~ member of the Amer
~ ican Legion and the 

Jewish War Veterans. 
Mr. Benharris worked fo r 

Klitzner Industries of Provi
dence as a jewelry designer, and 
later as vice president of sales 
before retiring in 1991. He was 
a former member of the Man
ufacturing Jewelers and Silver
smiths Association. 

He was a former member 
ofTemple Beth-EL 

He was a Shriner, a 32nd 

degree member of the Over
seas Lodge 40, F & AM in 
Cranston, and a member of the 
Knights of Pythias, the Benev
olent Protective Order of Elks, 
and the Loyal Order of the 
Moose. 

Besides his wife, he leaves a 
son, David Benharris of Wren
tham, Mass.; a daughter, Mona 
Iacovino of Rumford; a stepson, 
Michael Gordon of East Provi
dence; two stepdaughters, Ellen 
Segal of Barrington and Bar
bara Johns of Harrison Town
ship, Mich.; a brother, Albert}. 
Benharris of Cranston; a sister, 
Jeanne Dilella of Jersey City, 
N .]., and seven grandchildren. 

Burial was in Lincoln Park 
Cemetery, Warwick. Contri
butions may be made to the 
American Cancer Society, 222 
Richmond St., Providence, RI 
02903 

Laura Cable 
PROVIDENCE - Laura 

(Chakrin) Cable, 50, a clinical 
social worker, died Feb. 18. 

She was the wife of Robert 
Cable. 

Born in New York City, a 
daughter of the late Aaron and 
Toby (Sirota) Chakrin, she lived 
in Pawtucket before moving to 
Providence. 

A 1975 graduate of Union 
College, she received a master's 
degree in social work from Sim
mons College in 1980. 

Mrs. Cable worked at 
Butler Hospital for 10 years 
before starting a private coun
seling practice in 1992. A 
member of the National Asso
ciation of Social Workers, she 

had published articles for pro
fessional magazines and also 
contributed chapters in several 
textbooks. She was a founding 
member of the Rhode Island 
Chapter of Second Generation, 
an organization for children of 
Holocaust Survivors. 

Mrs. Cable was a member 
ofTemple Emanu-El, was active 
in its youth program and chaired 
its Youth Commission for sev
eral years . She was also an 
accomplished poet. 

She completed the Danskin 
Triathlon for breast cancer sur
vivors. 

Besides her husband, she 
leaves a son, Adam Cable, 
and a daughter, Anna Cable, 
both of Providence; and two 
brothers, Michael Chakrin of 
Long Island, N.Y. and Robert 
Chakrin of Sacramento, Calif. 

Burial was in Lincoln Park 
Cemetery, Warwick. Contri
butions may be made to the 
Chakrin Cable Family Youth 
Fund, c/o Temple Emanu-El, 
99 Taft Ave., Providence 
02906. 

Frieda Corris 
PROVIDENCE - Frieda 

Corris, 90, a former social 
worker, died Feb. 13. She 
was the wife of the late Harold 
Corris. 

Born in Providence, a 
daughter of the late John· and 
Etta Lisker, she lived in Prov
idence and Pawtucket most of 
her life. 

A 1935 graduate of Sim
mons School of Social Work, 
she worked at Traveler's Aid, 
Vocational Resources and Paw
tucket Family Service for many 
years before retiring, and had 
also been a volunteer at numer
ous community organizations. 

Mrs Corris was a member 
ofTemple Beth-EL 

She leaves two sons, 
Edward A . Corris of Waban, 
Mass., and Robert B. Corris of 
Hartland, Wis.; a sister, Rose 
Flink of Palm Beach, Fla.; and 
five grandchildren. She was 
the sister of the late Hyman 
Albert, Abraham and Nathan 
Lisker. 

Burial was in Temple 
Beth-El Cemetery, Reservoir 
Ave., Providence. 

Maureen E. Gilstein 
PROVIDENCE - Mau

reen E. Gilstein, 66, a retired 
secretary, died Feb. 9. She was 
the wife of Morton Gilstein. 
They had been married for 34 
years. 

Born in Providence, a 
daughter of the late William J. 
and Mabel (Wilkey) McCor
mick, she was a life- long resi
dent of the city. 

She was a 1955 graduate of 
St. Mary Academy-Bay View, 
and a 1956 graduate of the 

Katharine Gibbs School. 
Mrs. Gilstein was an exec

utive secretary at Amica Insur
ance for 14 years, and later 
worked for the Providence 
School Department for 18 years 
as a secretary to the director of 
federal programs before retiring 
last year. 

She was a member of the 
Ovarian Cancer Support Group 
at Women and Infants Hospi
tal. 

She was a communicant of 
St. Patrick Church and of St. 
Pius V Church. 

She enjoyed knitting, and 
spending time with her grand
children and friends. 

Burial was in Swan Point 
Cemetery, Providence. Contri
butions may be made to Hos
pice Care of R.I., 169 George 
St.; Pawtucket, 02860, or St. 
Patrick Church, 244 Smith St., 
Providence, 02908. 

Bertha Harriet 
PROVIDENCE- Bertha 

Harriet, 100, a retired sales 
associate, died Feb. 12. She 
was the wife of the late Max 
Harriet. 

Born in Russia, the daugh
ter of the late William and 
Gussie (Steinberg) Kolodney, 
she lived in Providence from 
the age of five when she emi
grated from Russia. 

Mrs. Harriet had been 
employed as a sales associate at 
various retail stores in Provi
dence until retiring. 

She leaves two daughters, 
Arline "Bunny" Feldman of 
Providence and Grace Hirsch of 
Fla.; two brothers, Samuel and 
Harry Kolodney, both of Provi
dence; four grandchildren and 
six great-grandchildren. She 
was the sister of the late Dr. 
Joseph Kolodney. 

Burial was in Lincoln Park 
Cemetery, Warwick. Contribu
tions may be made to Temple 
Emanu-El, 99 Taft Ave., Prov
idence 

Bernice Hoffman 
STUART, Fla.- Bernice 

Hoffman, 69, of Stuart, for
merly of Somerset, a retired 
career counselor, died Feb. 15. 

, She was the wife of Bernard 
Hoffman. 

Born in Cambridge, Mass., 
a daughter of the late Jacob and 
Helen (Zukov) Balanoff, she 
moved to Florida last year. 

A graduate of Rutgers 
University, she received a mas
ter's degree from Bridgewater 
(Mass.) State College. 

She was a member of 
Temple Beth El, Fall River. 

Besides her husband, she 
leaves a son, Dean Hoffman 
of Shrewsbury, Mass., a daugh
ter Dorene Hoffman Morris of 
Pe;rysburg, Ohio and Tequesta, 
Fla.; and four ·grandchildren. 
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Max Gold Dwares 
CRANSTON - Max 

Gold Dwares, 20, a student, 
died Feb. 18. 

Born in Providence, a son 
of Kevin D. and Barbara R. 
(Gold) Dwares, he lived in 
Providence before moving to 
Cranston with his parents 18 
years ago. 

He was a graduate of 
Cranston West High School, 
class of 2001 and of the Harry 
Elkin Midrasha, class of 2001. 
He was attending Rhode 
Island College. 

Mr. Dwares was a member 
ofTemple Emanu-El in Provi
dence and Temple Am David 
in Warwick and was involved 
with many programs at both 
temples. 

He was a member of 
VICA. He was a volunteer for 
the Tomorrow Fund at Hasbro 
Children's Hospital and Trav
elers Aid, once making 1,555 

She was the mother of the late 
Neil Adam Hoffman. 

Burial was in Temple Beth 
El Cemetery, Fall River. 

Madlyn Kahr 
PROVIDENCE 

Madlyn Kahr, 90, a professor 
and art historian, died Feb. 24. 
She was the wife of the late Dr. 
Sidney Kahr. 

Born in Trenton, N.J., a 
daughter of the late Frank and 
Rose -(Vine) Millner, she lived 
in New York City for many 
years before moving to Provi
·dence. 

She was a 1933 graduate of 
Barnard College, where she was 
editor of the Barnard Bulletin, 
and received master's and doc
torate degrees from the Insti
tute of Fine Arts at New York 
University in 1966. She then 
worked as an assistant to Horace 
Kallem, a philosophy professor 
at the former New School for 
Social Research, and as a Ches
terdale Fellow at the Metropol
itan Museum of Art in New 
York City. 

Mrs. Kahr was chair of 
the department of fine arts and 
professor of art hi_s tof)'. and 
criticism at the University of 

peanut butter and jelly sand
wiches in a day. He wrote 
for the Rhode Island College 
newspaper and was also writ
ing his biography with Lev 
Poplo, a noted author. 

Besides his parents, he 
leaves a brother, Jacob Gold 
Dwares, at home; his paternal 
grandmother, Shirley Gold 
Dwares of Warwick and his 
maternal grandparents, 
Sumner and Estelle Gold of 
Warwick. He was the grand
son of the late Robert 
Dwares. 

Burial was in Lincoln Park 
Cemetery, Warwick. Con
tributions may be made to 
Temple Am David, In Memory 
of Max Dwares, 40 Gardner 
Avenue, Warwick, RI 02888, 
or to Hasbro Childrens Hos
pital, The Tomorrow Fund, 
In Memory Of Max Dwares, 
593 Eddy St, Providence, RI 
02903. 

California, San Diego for sev
eral years, retiring in 1982. 

She had previously been an 
assistant professor of art history 
at Manhattenville College and 
a visiting professor at Columbia 
University and Stanford Uni
versity. 

After retiring, she became 
a visiting professor of art history 
at Southern Methodist Univer
sity, Dallas, Tex. 

She published numerous 
scholarly papers and two books, 
"Velasquez: The Art of Paint
ing," and " l7<h Century Dutch 
Painting." 

Mrs. Kahr was a former 
member of the College Art 
Association and had served as 
president of the alumni. associ
ation of the NYU Institute of 
Fine Arts. 

She leaves two sons, Dr. 
Andrew S. Kahr of San Fran
cisco and Paris, France, and Dr. 
Frank M. Kahr of Providence; 
three brothers, Irvin Millner of 
Pompano Beach, Fla., Dr. Ber
nard N. Millner of Wolfeboro, 
N.H., and Lawrence Millner of 
Boynton Beach, Fla.; and five 
grandchildren. 

See MARKS, page 30 

, 
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Obituaries 
Rose Marks 
From page 29 

Rose Marks 
WARWICK- Rose (Sac

arovits) Marks. 93, a retired 
saleswoman, died Feb.19. She 
was the wife of the late Edward 
Marks. 

Born in Providence, a 
daughter of the late Rubin and 
Rebecca (Sinenberg) Sacarov
itz, she lived in Providence 
and Cranston before moving to 
Warwick. 

She was a sales woman 
at Jean's Women's Apparel in 
Providence for more than 30 
years before retiring. 

Mrs. Marks was a former 
member of the Majestic Guild 
Senior Citizens Group in Cran
ston. 

She leaves a son, Herbert E . 
Marks of Cypress, Calif.; two 
daughters, Sheila F. Kaufman 
of Providence and Helene E. 
Shatz of Warwick; a sister, 
Eve Klibanoff of Providence; 
six granchildren and five great
grandchildren. She was the 
sister of the late Ralph and 
Louis Sacarovitz. 

Burial was in Lincoln Park 
Cemetery, W arwick. 

Evelyn Pritsker 
CHICAGO, Ill. - Evelyn 

Kapstein Pritsker, 98, of Chi
cago, formerly of Providence, 
a retired business owner, died 
Feb. 13. She was the wife of 
the late Jacob Pritsker. -

Born in Chicago, a daugh
ter of the late Bernard and 
Fannie (Silver) Kapstein, she 
lived in Providence for almost 
50 years before returning to 
Chicago. 

She was the owner, with her 

husband, of Children's Colony 
Shop for many years before 
retiring. 

Mrs. Pritskerwas a former 
member of Temple Emanu-El 
and Hadassah. 

She leaves a son, Arnold 
Pritsker of Chicago; a daughter, 
Ruth Lauritzen of Minneapo
lis; two brothers, Samuel and 
John Kapstein; four grandchil
dren and three great-grandchil
dren. She was the sister of the 
late Israel and D orothy Kap
stein and Grace Schaffer. 

Burial was in Lincoln Park 
Cemetery, Warwick. 

Tillie Reuter 
PROVIDENCE - Tillie 

Reuter, 94, a retired salesper
son, died Feb.13. She was the 
wife of the late Herbert Reuter. 

Born in Berditchev, Russia, 
a daughter of the late Louis 
and Rachel Brody, she lived in 
Providence most of her life. 

She was a graduate of the 
former Point St. School 

She was a salesperson at 
Rainbow Bakery in Cranston 
for 12 years, reti ring 14 years 
ago. She previously worked for 
the former Ben's Bakery in 
Providence fo r 20 years . 

Mrs. Reuter was a member 
of Congregation Shaare Zedek 
and the former Congregation 
Sons of Abraham. She was a 
life member of Na'Amat and 
a member of the Jewish War 
Veterans Auxilliary. She was a 
former member of the Provi
dence Fraternal Association and 
a member of the former Jewish 
Home for the Aged Women's 
Association. 

She leaves two sons, Gerald 
L. Reuter of Plattsburgh, N.Y., 
and Dr. Richard A. Reuter of 

The Worst Time To 
Arrange A Funeral 

It may sound strange, but the worst time to make a funeral ar
rangement is when a family member has just died. 

We believe that surviving family members should be spared the 
heavy burden of making funera l arrangements immediately after 
a death has occurred. 

That's why we stand ready to help you plan and fund a funeral 
long before the need arises. You can make most of the important 
decisions while time pressures and emotional stress are not so 
overwhelming. . ' . 

Call or come by to discuss funeral prearrangement ... a canng 
thing to do for your family's peace of mind, and your own. 

Your Only Local Family-Owned Jewish Funeral Home t. ~\ 'i.tC:::,1~';:,,bbi, 

ALOM 
EMORIAL CHAPEL 

1100 New London Avenue 
Cranston, RI 02920 

Tel. : 463-7771 
Mlchael D. Smith, R.E. 463 7771 
Member National and Rhode Island Toll-free: 1-877- -
Funeral Directors Associations Pre-Need Programs Available 

Barrington; a daughter, Selma 
L. Weiss of North Hills, N.Y.; 
10 grandchildren and 11 great 
grandchildren. She was the 
sister of the late Israel, Ben
jamin and Albert Brody and 
Duba Nissen. 

Burial was in Lincoln Park 
Cemetery, Warwick. Contri
butions may be made to the 
David P. Reuter Free H elmet 
Fund, c/o Champlain Valley 
Physicians Hospital Founda
tion, 100 Beekman Street, 
Plattsburgh, NY 12901 

Eugene Silverman 
CRANSTO -Eugene 

Joseph Silverman, 83, a former 
automobile dealership co-owner, 
died Feb. 12. He was the hus
band of Irma (Cohen) Silver
man. 

Born in Providence, the son 
of the late John and Jeanette 
(Schonfeld) Silverman, he had 
lived in Cranston since 1963, 
previously residing in Green
field, Mass. 

A graduate of Central High 
School in Providence, 

1a§ he was an army vet
~ eran of World War 

II, having served as 
a master sergeant in the Third 
Army in Europe. 

Mr. Silverman was a co
owner of the former Gene 
Arthur Ford, and then presi
dent of Elmwood Dodge from 
1963 to 1982. He continued in 
auto sales until his retirement. 

He belonged to the Fire
man-Trinkle Post of the Jewish 
War Veterans. He was a former 
member ofTemple Sinai, O!iid
nesset Country Club and Crest
wood Country Club. 

Besides his wife, he leaves 
two sons, Stephen D. Silver
man of Somerset and Peter H. 
Silverman of Bayville, N.Y.; a 
daughter, Robin B. Sciarcon of 

Cranston; a sister, Dr. Mary 
Ravin of East Greenwich; seven 
grandchildren and two great
grandchildren. 

Burial was in Lincoln Park 
Cemetery, Warwick. Contribu
tions may be made to Hospice 
Care of R.I ., 169 George St., 
Pawtucket, RI 02860. 

Catherine Spivack 
PROVIDENCE- Cathe

rine "Kay" Spivack, 85, a retired 
saleswoman and hairdresser, 
died Feb. 19. She was the wife 
of the late Max Spivack. 

Born in Providence, a 
daughter of the late William 
Morris and Tillie (Hanzel) Spi
vack, she had lived in Cranston 
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for 45 years before moving back 
to Providence last year. Mrs. 
Spivack was a saleswoman for 
several department stores and 
a hairdresser for many years, 
retiring 20 years ago. 

She leaves a son, Dr. Rich
ard Spivack of Gaithersburg, 
Md; a daughter, Harriet Spivack 
of Cranston; a brother, Martin 
Lerner of Mission Viejo, Calif.; 
a sister, Marion Fialkoff of 
Margate, Fla; a granddaughter 
and a great-granddaughter. She 
was the sister of the late Howard 
and Louis Lerner. 

Burial was in Lincoln Park 
Cemetery, Warwick. 

NEW BEDFORD 

Skilled nursing care Wound care • 
Hospice care IV therapy and hydration • 
Medical services Rehabilitative services • 

• Pam management Restorative therapy • C AKosher/ewishfacility ::J 
w Bedford Jewish Convalescent Home 
0 Hawthorn Street, New Bedford, MA 02740 

508.997.93 14 • Fax: 508-996-3664 

Send obituaries to: 
E-Mail - voiceherald@jfri.org 

Mail - Voice & Herald, 130 Sessions Street 
Providence, RI 02906 
Fax - 401-331-7961 

Continuing our century-old tradition 
of service to the Jewish community. 

Jewish families throughout Rhode Island 
and Southeastern Massachusetts turn to 

Sugarman-Sinai Memorial Chapel for 
service, compassion and sensitivity. 

Member of the Jewish Funeral Directors of America 
Certified by the Rhode Island Board of Rabbis 

JILL E. SUGARMAN, DIRECTOR 
SH ELLY G OLDBERG, A SSOCIATE 

SUGARMAN~ 
INAI ~~~~fAL ~J 

458 Hope Street, Providence, RI 
(401) 331-8094 • 1-800-447-1267 

A Service Family Affiliate of AFFS & Service Corp. lnt' I. 492 Rock S1., Fall River, MA 02720 508-676-2454 
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~y 1.Joice 
Teaching the Holocaust takes • • surpr1s1ng turns 

By Alison Rose 
People sometimes ask me 

what it's like to teach a class on 
the Holocaust, which I've done 
for two years at URI in the Col
lege of Continuing Education. 
They wonder who takes such a 
class - and why? 

When I tell them most of 
my students are not Jewish, they 
are surprised . 

"Why would non-Jewish 
students have an interest in 
learning about the Holocaust?" 
they ask. "And how do they 
react?" 

Their questions have led me 
to reflect on my experiences. 

H ow does one determine 
what motivates students to take a 
certain course? At the first class 
meeting, I ask students to briefly 
state why they chose this cou rse; 
the answers are not always what 
one would expect. Some answer 
along the mundane and predict
able lines of: "I needed to take a 
history class and th is one seemed 
the most interesti ng," or, "This 
is the only course that fit into 
my schedule." 

Others, however, have given 
reasons more personal in nature. 
Commonly they express a desire 
to know more about the Holo
caust. There are typically only 
a few Jewish students, some of 
whom have had relatives who 
survived the Holocaust. There 
have also been Catholic students 
trying to sort out the actions 
of the Roman Catholic Church 
during the Holocaust. 

Students of different minor
ity groups sometimes say they 
would like to put their own 
group's history into perspective. 
I have had students whose fami
lies are from Cambodia and suf
fered under the Khmer Rouge. 
I have had African-American 
students who have a sense of 
what it means to be labeled 
as different. Some are "college
aged," coming from the Kings
ton campus, while most are more 
mature students. A few have 
been old enough to remember 
the war years in America. The 
common thread is their desire to 
learn the history of the Holo
caust and to apply the lessons of 
the Holocaust to the present. 

One of my students recently 
asked me whether I learn some
thing new about the Holocaust 
each time I teach the course. 
As must any teacher, I read new 
books and articles regularly in 
order to keep abreast of the lit
erature and informed of new 
research and incorporate what I 
learn into the course. In the field 

of Holocaust studies in par
ticular, there is a vast and 
ever-growing collection of 
books, articles, and films. 
I also told her that I learn 
from the students. This may 
sound like a cliche, but it is 
actually true. 

Although there have 
been many memorable stu
dents, a few stick out in 
my mind. The first time I 
taught the course, one of 
my students was a retired 
English teacher. He was 
extremely articulate, intel
ligent and thoughtful. 
During his years as a 
teacher, he invited a Holo
caust survivor to come speak 
to his class and the expe
rience proved so moving 
for him that this individual 

tion. I have been fortunate in 
that respect. For example, a 
student applying to medical 
school asked me for a letter 
of recommendation, explain
ing that her motivation for 
wanting to study medicine was 
to understand human psychol
ogy and behavior and suffer
ing. She informed me that my 
course was an excellent study 
of those themes. Last semes
ter students commented on my 
ability to remain objective in 
the course, and allow them 
to feel comfortable expressing 
their opin ions. 

For me, teaching the 
H olocaust offers an opportu
nity to make a small contri
bution to the world. During 
the semester, students express 
their astonishment and horror 

EDUCATIONAL FOCUS - These photos are taken from the film "Schindler's List." The Shoah Founda
tion, founded by Schindler filmmaker Steven Spielberg, in collaboration with Yale, Rice and USC univer
sities, has developed a curriculum to use in Holocaust courses. The initiative explores how visual history 
works as a vehicle to facilitate learning. For more information, visit www. vhf.org. 

student who had served in U.S. 
Coast Guard during the Haitian 
Migrant Interdiction Operation, 
stopping boatloads of Haitians 
trying to reach the United States 
and sending them back to Haiti. 
Although he had been "fol
lowing orders," he afterwards 
couldn't help wondering what 
happened to those people after 
they were sent back to Haiti. He 
wanted to know of any studies 
of the role of the Coast Guard 
in the tragedy of the St. Louis, a 
ship of refugees that was turned 
away from Cuba and prevented 
from landing in the U.S in 1939, 
eventually returning to Europe. 
While some sources report that 
the Coast Guard had a role in 
preventing the landing and/or 

reventin the refu ees from 

Photos courtesy Universal Studios 

trying to swim to the shore, has changed their lives. Another 
others ass~rt that t_he U.S. Coast group of students will be educated 
Guard ships were 10 fact sent by in the history of the Holocaust 
Treasury Secretary Henry Mor- each year and through them I am 
genthau, Jr. to keep trnck of the sure many others are touched. I 
locat10n of the vessel 10 case a am sensitive to the fact that for 
change in policy would allow it to many of my students this course 
land. is the first and perhaps only expo-

In short, every person who sure they will have to Jewish 
learns about the Holocaust relates history. It would be unfortunate 
it to their individual life experi- if they come away knowing the 
ences in some measure, and brings Jews only as the victims of mass 
their own perspectives to bear on murder. So I begin with a survey 
their understanding of the mate- of Jewish history and along the 
rial. It is in these moments that way I find opportunities to refer 
the issues take a new focus for me. to Jewish beliefs, practices and 
One never really knows what it lifestyles. 
is about one's teaching that works For example, my students 
~nd touches people, unless one gain some knowledge of Judaism 
1s fortunate enough to have stu- when they lea rn that the Nazis 
dents who share this 10forma- outlawed kosher slaughter and 

what that meant for the German 
Jews. They also learn something 
about Jewish law when we exam
ine the life and death decisions 
faced by the Jewish councils in 
the ghettos. Some Jewish coun
ci l leaders turned to rabbis for 
advice when they were asked 
by the Nazis to provide lists of 
those to be deported. Was it per
mitted according to Jewish tra
dition to turn over some Jews in 
order to save others? According 
to the Talmud, if the Jews are 
told : "Give us one of yours and 
we shall kill him; otherwise we 
shall kill all of you," all should 
be killed and not a single soul 
should be delivered for death . 
But if the enemy should specify 
the name of the person to be 
delivered, there are two opinions. 
Some authorities permitted the 
community to deliver the des
ignated person; however, Mai
monides, the great 12'h- century 
philosopher and legal scholar, 
would not permit it unless the 
person was gu ilty of a capital 
crime. 

Most of the readings are 
first-hand accounts and primary 
sources. One very important 
component of the course is the 
guest speaker. W e are fortunate 
to have Holocaust survivors in 
our community who are willing 
to speak publicly about their 
experiences. H aving the oppor
tunity to talk with a H olocaust 
su rvivor is more powerful for 
the students than anything I can 
teach them or they can read in a 
book. 

It is an evening course, meet
ing weekly from 7-9:45 p.m. 
When I come home from teach
ing at 10 p.m., I am completely 
drained. While this would be 
true of any class that lasts almost 
three hours and is past my bed
time, it is all the more exhaust
ing due to the enormity and 
importance of the subject. What 
is the most difficult aspect of 
teaching this course? Probably 
that I often do not have the 
answers to the most pressing 
questions: Why did this happen? 
How can we understand the 
Holocaust and prevent it from 
happening again? Why did the 
world allow Hitler to kill six 
million Jews and five million 
other civilians? 

But the rewards are clear. A 
student just wrote to me: "I hope 
you continue to inform people 
like me who have no idea of the 
extent of the Holocaust." 

Alison R ose teaches at URI's 
College of Co11ti11ui11g Education. 
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2003 Camp JORI Annual Report 
New Camp Opens to Record Enrollment 

2004 - A Year of Continued Construction and Development 

}ls I have over the last seven 
years, I again report to our 

community on the status of the 
camp for the year 2003, and prepara
tions for the summer of 2004. Before 
I beg in to address this last year, I 
would like to take a moment to 
"kvell" in some of the major accom
plishments that have occurred over 
the last several years at the ca mp. 

These include: 

• Move to New Site on Worden's 
Pond and On-Time Opening of the 
New Ca mp 

• American Camping Association 
accreditation ofthe new camp 

• Record Enrollment (350 Children) 
and Record Scholarship Assistance 

• Completed $5.6 Million of Costruc 
tion 

• Sale and Closing of the Old Camp 
in Narragansett 

• Successful Harry & Jeanette Wein 
berg Foundation Grant Recipient 

• Successful Kresge Foundation 
Grant Recipient 

I would like to express my deep 
appreciation to our donors and Board 
members, without whose commit
ment and dedication none of this 
would have been possible. 

Thefirst year at the new site went 
more smoothly than expected. I 
am pleased to report that we had 
another good year in 2003 and are 
preparing for our sixth consecutive 
year of record-breaking enrollment 
in 2004. We will also initiate use of 
the faci lity and programs in the non
camp season, as a result of a grant 
from The Rhode Island Foundation. 

II{~~ 
MICHAEL SCHUSTER, PtUIDEHT 

2003 Accomplishments Funds Raised and Spent ~,-h--N-----s---,-
lnforty-sevenmonths,the (ampJORI Brurd e am1ng I t 

New Camp Opens On Time andothermembersofthecommunitywereable 
A rainy Sunday on June 1 was the dedication of the new camp. The weather did not deter our enthu- to raise $5.3 million. An additional $1.2 million 
siasm as 200 people attended. We were pleased to have Congressman James Langevin and Mark was borrowed from the Camp's Endowment that 

We are now seeking to 
identify an individual or 
family that has an inter
est and the resources to 
consider the Naming Gill 
lor the camp. A gilt of 
Sl million will ensure the 
success ol the camp for 
generations to come. 

Feinstein, president of the Jewish Federation of Rhode Island.as our guests of honor. 

The Summer of 2003 
The summer of 2003 was one of great excitement 
as we opened the new facility. We were fortunate 
to have an experienced staff in addition to some 
newcomers (75% staff retention and 90% camper 
retention), and hosted a successful reamedida
tion visit by the American Camping Association. 
Our waterfront and environmental programming 
were enhanced by the move to our new site. The 
new Olympic-size pool provided a resource for 
greater skill acquisition and more space for fun at 
the pool complex. 

Some of the highlights of 2003 include: 
Camp enrollment again increased with over 350 children being served. We continue to see a growing 
number of children who attend both sessions of camp. This is occurring as our core group of middle
income families requires quality childcare to allow parents to be able to work. 

The camp awa rded $80,000 in financial assistance to needy children. 
• Enrollment continued to increase in our leadership Program for young teens. The 

popularity of the teen program, which began in 1995 with ten campers, has now grown to 
more than 75 and will double yet again in the new camp, to 150. 

Camp f>rogram - There were a number of program enhancements, including the expansion of 
the boating program with the initiation of sailing, the beginning of the environmental arts program, 
and major improvements in theatre. Canoe races became part of Olympics. 

• American Camping Association accreditation with a nearly perfect score. 
• Introduction of a camp swim team. 
• Improvement in our tennis program culminating in a trip to Newport to pl ay on the grass 

courts and visit the Tennis Hall of Fame. 
• Increased water activities ... including canoe races during Olympics. 
• Jewelry making, enameling,and ceramics with our Artist in Residence. 
• Improved evening activities induding"A Night at the lmprov,"sock wrestling,and game shows. 

Finance,- In sp ite of continually risi ng costs, we were able to hold the 2003 fee to $1 ,600 for fo ur 
weeks,clearly an exceptional value when compared to our peer group, which is now charging well in 
excess of $2,300 for a three-and-a-half/fo ur-week camp experience. Maintaining the affordability of 
the camp for full-paying families is central to JORl's mission. 

• The cost of operating the camp has increased substantially due to insurance, utilities,and 
professional security from dusk to dawn. However, we were able to once again acceptably 
align our income and expenses appropriately. 

• We set a record for our annual campaign giving:a total of $33,000 a 50% increase over the 

resulted from the sale of the old camp on Clarke 
Rrud. Further, $200,000 was raised from JORI 
operations. JORI spent $5.6 million to clean 
up the site and build a new infrastructure and 
buildings in support of the camp. An additional 
$600,000 was paid for the land. 

A major accomplishment of this campaign 
has been the $2 mi llion (40%) raised from 
outside of the Rhode Island Jewish community. 
We are very proud of this accomplishment and 
expect to continue pursuing funds from a vari- The Summer of 2004 
ety of new sources. 

Total gifts and grants 
Board $ .638 Million 
Corporations .121 
Ind ividuals 2.232 
Foundations 2.343 

Total $5.343 Million 

Future Fundraising 
and Construction 

Additional funds ($ 1.7 million) must now be 
raised to support the final phase of construction. 
The camp must also raise an additional $1.3 
million to repay its endowment loan. JORI has 
continued its campaign to ra ise the $3 million to 
complete the project. A critical element of this 
campaign will be to secure the naming gift ($1 
million). The co-chairs of the campaign are David 
Malkin and Terry Samdperil. 

10 Additional Camper 
Residence Buildings 
Complete Sanctuary 
Arts & Community Bid. 
Additional Sports Fae. 
Environmental Center 
Staff Housing 
Endowment loan 

$750,000 
259,000 
382,000 
125,000 
50,000 

120,000 

Repayment 1,300,000 
Total $2,986,000 

Construction Completed 

The new year offers anticipated improvements 
in all areas of camp. 

Increased boating experiences for camp 
ers including expanded optional time for 
those campers who desire it. 
Use of our new amphitheatre for 
increased drama/theatre/performance 
experience. 
Upgrading of the leadership in Training 
program. 
Holocaust Memorial to Ch ildren being 
built by an Eagle Scout candidate. 
Expansion of the swim team. 
Instituting inter-camp competition 
in swimming and field sports. 
Expansion of the day camp program. 
Increases in financial assistance. 

Year-Round Program 
JORl's new community building boasts a 

state-of-the-art kosher kitchen with seating for 
450 in the dining and in the sanctuary. It will be 
an ideal place for family reunions, synagogue, 
agency and religious school events. 

Camping & Continuity 

prior year. $5.6 million has been spent to complete Phases 
None of this would have been possible without the extraordinary dedication of our direcror, Ronni One and Two of the new ca mp. To date, the fol-

Guttin, and her staff of counselors, administration, nurse, chef and a dedicated board. lowing have been completed: 

Jewish overnight camping is a fundamen
tal contributor to the development of Jewish 
youth and to Jewish continuity. Issues of self
reliance,and Jewish identity, are substantially 
impacted by the camping experience, beyond 
the 4 to 8 week experience that each child has 
at camp. 

! An Opportunity to Make a Gift to the-Camp ! 
: Yes, I would like to help send a child to Camp JORI . I be- : 
I I 

: lieve in the JORI mission: that no child should be denied : 
' an opportunity to have a summer ol lun because of need . ' 

Please accept my contribution of: 

D 
D 
D 
D 
D 

$3,700 

$1 ,850 

$1,000 

$375 

$75 

One Child for the summer 

One Child for one season 

D 
D 
D 

$750 

$250 

D 
D 

$500 

$125 

Other ____ _ 

Name: _________________ _ 
Address: _ _____________ _ 

Telephone: _______ E-Mail : ____ _ 

Please make checks payable to: 
Camp JORI • P.O. Box 5299 • Wakefield , RI 02880 

100% of your donation goes directly to the children. 
As a volunteer-driven organization, we are proud to inform you that JORI 
incurs no administrative expenses associated with its fundraising efforts. 

• 14 cabins, that wi ll accommodate 225 chi 
dren and staff; new cabins include hot 
water and showers,a firstfor (atnp JORI . 
Each cabin has 100 square feet per person. 

• A gymnasium with a regulation 
basketball court for sports.evening 

activities, rainy day and special event use. 
• The dining room with kosher kitchen that 

will seat 450. 

• 2 swimming pools with 2 shower houses. 
• Sports facilities including soccer and base 

ball fields,and 3 new tennis courts, two 
basketball courts, volley ball courts, and 
archery area. 

• A new infrastructure including water, 
electrical, waste treatment, and fire alarm 
and suppression systems; I am pleased 
to report that substantial resources have 
been expended to insure sta te-of-the-art 
fire protection systems,. 

• Renovation of cottages for adult staff. 

Recent research by the Atlanta Jewish 
federation found that: 

Adults who attended Jewish camps were 
more likely to: 

1) To have a mezuzah at their door; 
2) Attend a Passover Seder 
3) light Chanukah candles 
4) Affiliate with a synagogue 
5) light Shabbat candles 
6) Attend synagogue services at least once 

per month 
7) Affiliate with a synagogue 
8) Affiliate with a JC( 

9) Give at least $100 toa local Jewish Fed
erati on 

Dr. Ira Sheskin compared results of 1990 
National Jewish Population Study; camp 
alumni were 50% more likely than general 
Jewish population to 

1) Be married to another Jew 
2) Belong to a synagogue 
3) Say that being Jewish was very impor 
tantto them 

For many children, particularly those 
from interfaith marriages, JORI is often 
their only Jewish experience. 

Summer address: 1065 Worden's Pond Road • Wakefield, RI 02879 
Summer telephone: 401 -783-7000 

visit us on the web at: www.campjori .com 
E-mail: campjori@hotmail.com 


