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Preschool flourishes at Temple Habonim 
(This is the first in a series on 

Rhode Island Jewish preschools) 

ByMary K orr 

BARRINGTO - One 
Providence Jewish preschool has 
spread its wings into the East 
Bay. The Jewish Community 
Center QCC) of Rhode Island 
opened a second preschool pro
gram in Barrington last Sep
tember, in partnership with 
Temple Habonim, and funded 
with the help of a start-up grant 
from the Jewish Federation of 
Rhode Island for $24,000. 

The new program leaves 
little Noah Werbel, 3, singing 
"Shabbat Shalom." The tot and 
his family moved to Barrington 
from New York City in Janu
ary. 

"I looked at severa l pre
school programs; I liked the 
Montessori School but then I 
kept on hearing amazing things 
about this school," said Noah's 
mother, Meirav Werbel. "I made 
an appoi ntment to see Sarah 
Foster (head teacher) and I was 
sold. She is so nurturing and 
the educational component is 
challenging for him. That he 
comes home singing "Shabbat 
Shalom," and brings Judaism 
into our house is a bonus," she 
said. 

Elliott Entin (left) and Noah Werbel play with a Torah and the "Peer K Explorer" mascot at the JCC/ 
Temple Habonim preschool in Barrington. Photo by Mary Karr 

Victoria Lambrozo came 

to Barrington from Belarus. 
Her older daughter attended the 
JCC preschool in Providence. 
"I'm absolutely thrilled Elliott 

Pressure grows on 
Sharon to resign 

TEL AVIV QTA) - On 
the verge of a visit to Washing
ton that Ariel Sharon hopes will 
clinch crucial U.S. support for 
his "disengagement plan," the 
Israeli prime minister's credi
bility at home is being shaken. 

A long-running corruption 
scandal reared its head over 
the weekend with reports, later 
confirmed by the Justice Min
istry, that State Attorney Edna 
Arbel had drafted an indict
ment against the prime minister. 
Now, all that stands between 
the 76-year-old former general 
and criminal charges is Attor
ney General Meni Mazuz, who 
must authorize such a high
profile prosecution. 

The Justice Ministry and 
Prime Minister's Office 
declined comment. Sharon's 

See SHA RON, page 19 Ariel Sharon 

(Entin) can attend right here in 
Barrington. And I like it that 
the class is mixed. It doesn't 

have to be just for Jewish chil
dren," she sa id. 

See JCC PRESCHOOL, page 20 

R.I. young Jewish 
leaders rally in D.C. 

By Jonathan Rubin 

WASHINGTON, D .C. -
It was 2 a.m. and there were 
500 Jews partying in the lobby 
of the Washington Hilton. It 
had been a long day of edu
cational seminars, social activ
ism dialogues and preparing for 
lobbying with senators and con
gressman the next day. 

Social action was the theme 
of last week's United Jewish 
Communities (UJC) "Wash
ington 14" National Young 
Leadership conference. The 
theme was aptly chosen - the 
recent National Jewish Popu
lation Study revealed that the 
number one identity-building 
element in today's young Jews 
was social justice. This means 
that the act of doing right in 
a world full of wrongs reso
nates more strongly with today's 
young Jews than spirituality, 

Israel, education or any other 
issue. 

We were an eclectic bunch 
from Westerly, Johnston and 
Providence, composed of home 
health aides, cantorial students, 
neuroscience grad students, and 
various Jewish community pro
fessionals, 11 in all. 

The conference was a huge 
undertaking for UJC - speak
ers included Sen. Hillary 
Rodham Clinton, comedian Al 
Franken, Sen. Bill Frist (R-TN), 
a smattering of Jewish com
munity giants and, last but 
not least, "Average Joe" Adam 
Mesh, from the new reality TV 
show (at one point, a member 
of our contingent accidentally 
spilled some wine on this Jewish 
celebrity, but he was classy 
enough not to be too put off by 
it). 

See YOUNG LEADERS, page 21 

-
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Communitv Calendar 
Thurs., April 8 

Jewish Film festival -
A merican Splendor 

7 p.m. Avon Theater, 260 
Thayer St., Providence. "Ameri
can Splendor" - Saga of work
ing class everyman Harvey Pekar. 
Part of the Rhode Island Jewish 
Film Festival. 

Sat., April 10 
Jewish Film Festival -

H arvey Pekar 
9 p.m ., Brown University, 

Salomon 101, College Green. 
Free. 

Sun., April 11 
Jewish Film Festival -

"Fiddler" sing-a-long 
11 a.m., Odeum Theater, 11 

Main St., East Greenwich. Sing
a-long with the musical, Come 
in costume as favorite "Fiddler" 
cha racter. Prizes. 

Wed., April 14 
Cranston Senior Guild 
1 p.m. Cranston Senior 

Gui ld, Temple Torat Yisrael , 330 
Park Ave., Cranston. Guest enter
tainer Carolyn Martino, story
teller, actress, writer, and teacher. 
Raffle and refreshments. 

Warwick seniors 
2 p.m. April meeting, Shalom 

Apartments, 1 Shalom Dr., W ar
wick. Entertainment by Mike 
Coletta. Coffee and refresh
ments. 

Thurs., April 15 
Ritual objects workshop 

2 p.m. Clayground Studio, 
5600 Post Rd., East Greenwich. 
The Bureau of Jewish Education 
of Rhode Island will hold a 
hands-on pottery workshop. S5. 
Registration is recommended, 
contact Robin Kauffman at 
-331-0956 x 180 or 
rkauffman @bjeri.org. See Com
munity. 

Jewish Film - 'Thunder in 
Guyana' 

7 p.m. The Jewish Com
munity Center, 401 Elmgrove 
Ave., P rovidence: "Thunder in 
Guyana" - The story of Janet 
RosenbergJagan, a Jewish woman 
from Detroit who was elected 
president of Guyana in 1997. 

8:30 p.m. "Purity" - A 
look at the purification ritual, 
women's immersion in a mikveh. 

NY Tenement Museum trip 
Last day to make reservations 

for the Sun., May 23 Temple 
Shalom of Middletown trip to 
the Tenement Museum on the 
Lower East side , of ew York 
City. The bus will leave from the 
temple parking lot at 6 a.m . and 
return by 10 p.m . $40 for adults, 
$35 fo r students and seniors. For 
more info, call Temple Shalom at 
846-9002. 

Sat., April 17 
Film, hidden child to speak 

8:45 p.m . RISD auditorium, 
17 Canal St. "Secret Lives: 
Hidden Children and Their Res
cuers during World War 11." 
Guest speaker following the film: 
Asya Eliash Berger, a hidden 
child, will speak about her expe
riences as told to her by her 
mother. 

Tickets: $8, $5 students and 
seniors. Seating is not assigned, 
seats are limited, advance res
ervations suggested. For further 

Get an additional 
copy of 

TheJEWISH VOICE & HERALD 
Barrington: Cranston: 
Bagels, etc. Borders 
Barrington Books Phred 's Pharmacy 
Shaw's Market Rainbow Bakery 
Providence: Shalom Apartments 
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Barney's in Pawtucket East Providence: 
Brown/RISD Hillel Town Wine & Liquors 
Coffee Exchange 
College Hill Bookstore 
East Side Marketplace 
East Side Prescription 
Epoch on the Eastside 
Epoch - Blackstone Blvd. 
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La urel mead 
Miri a m Hospital 
Prov. He brew Day Scho ol 
Swa n Liquor 
The But che r Shop 
Tockwotton 

Kingstown: 
URI Hillel - Student Union 

Wakefield: 
Shaw's Main St. 
Wakefield Pharmacy 

Warwick: 
Coffee Grinder 
Dave's, Rt. 2 
Shalom Apartments 
Shaw's Market - Rt. 2 
Tamarisk 
Torat Yisrael Meal Sit e 

information, call 861-8800 or 
331-0956, or visit www.jccri.org 
or www.bjeri.org. 

Sun., April . 18 
TempleAm D avid 

open house 
10 a.m. - noon. For pro

spective members to meet with 
Am D avid 's leaders and members 
and tour the temple's facilities. 
For in fo, call 463-7944 or visit 
www.templeamdavid.org 

BJE/RI virtual Israel 
at Warwick Mall 

Noon - 4 p.m. A supersized 
map of Israel with R.I.'s part
nership region, and educational 
activities about Israel. See Com
munity. 

Sun. to Wed. 
April 18 to 21 

Hillel Holocaust 
remembrance events 

8 p.m. Brown Hillel, 80 
Brown St. Film Amen will be 
shown. Free and open to the 
public. Other events: 

7 p.m. Monday, April 
19, "A Survivor Speaks": Ernest 
Michel. 80 Brown St. 

1 p.m. Tuesday, April 20, 
vigil on the Campus Green of 
Brown University. 

8 p.m. Wednesday, Apri l 
21, panel discuss ion, "Modern 
Memory: Contemporary Rele
vance of Holocaust Remem
brance" at 80 Brown St. 

Free. For more information, 
call 401-863-2805 or v1s1t 
www.brownhillel.org. See Com
munity. 

Tues., April 20 
Touro Synagogue 

Foundation lecture 
7 p.m. The Pell Center, Salve 

Regina Un iversity. Ray Rick
man, president, R.I. Black Heri
tage Society, and Valerie Tucson, 
storyteller and host of Cultural 
Tapestry, will present "A Social 
History of Slavery in Early Rhode 
Island." Reception to follow, 
observing dietary laws. 

Jewish history author 
7:30 p.m. Temple Beth-El, 

70 Orchard Ave., Providence. 
Professor Jonathan Sarna of 
Brandeis University will discuss 
his newest book, a history of 
American Judaism. See Corn mu-

April 2, 2004 

nity. 

Immigrant Symposium 
7:30-9 p.m. Temple 

Emanu-El, 99 Taft Ave., Prov
idence. (To continue on April 
27, and May 2, 4) . Welcome 
and introduction, Mayor David 
N. Cicilline, "T he look and feel 
of Providence neighborhoods" by 
Ted Sanderson, R.I. Historical 
Pres~rvation and Heritage Com-
1n1ss10n. 

Wed., April 21 
Touro Fraternal 

"Joke-Off" 
6:30 p.m.: H armony Lodge, 

Friendship Lodge invited. M C 
from Chicago. Prizes for the 
best jokes. H ot dogs and beans 
supper. $5 or fi ve bagel bucks. 
Reservations by April 11. 

Fri. to Sun. 
April 23 to 25 
Temple Emanu-El weekend: 

the Jews of England 
Friday Shabbat service, 

dinner and lecture. 5:45 p.m: 
Early Shabbat services followed 
by dinner and lecture. Prof. Josh 
Stein of Roger Williams Uni
versity to speak on early Jewish 
history in England. Call Temple 
Emanu-El. 331-1616. 

Sat., April; 24 
Services, lunch and talk 
9:30 a.m. Temple Emanu-El. 

Services, followed by luncheon 
and talk. Prof. Stein to cite influ
ential English Jews in recent h is
tory. 

Sun., April 25: 
Brunch, lecture 

10 a.m.: Middle Eastern 
brunch and lecture. Prof. Stein to 
speak on the British mandate for 
Palestine. 7 p.m. : Musical per
formances. See Community. 
For more info, call the temple at 
331-1616. 

Correction 
In the obituary of David 
Golner, in the March 19th 

edition, the name of his 
surviving brother-in-law was 
misspelled. It should have 
read: He was the brother-in
law of Norman Robinson of 
Providence. 

Send us your 
Calendar Listin s 

Send us your calendar listings, along with time, 
date & telephone number. Notices must be 
received 2 weeks prior to publication date. 

E-mail to: voiceherald@jfri.org; Fax to: 401-331-7961, 
or mail to: Jewish Voice & Herald, 130 Sessions St., 

Providence, RI 02906 - Attn: Calendar 
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The Rhode Island Holocaust Museum presents 

Joseph Bau: A Sthindler Jew and Dis Art 
A traveling exhibit of the multifaceted works of artist and illustrator, Joseph Bau, a Holocaust survivor 

whose secret concentration camp wedding was portrayed in "Schindler's List". 
Creator of the first animated films in Israel, Bau is known as the Walt Disney of Israel 

MAY 2 - 28 - PROVIDENCE C1rv HALL 

OPENING RECEPTION FOR DoNORS- MAY 5- 6 P.M. - (1yy HA11 CiAllERY 
Meet Joseph Bau's daughters at this special reception for donors to the Rhode Island Holocaust Museum 

JosEPH BAu's PORTRAIT OF OsKAR SCHINDLER 

- Oil paintinys of ordinar~ people in their da~-to-da~ lives before the war. 

- Humorous works depictiny humanit~ in absurd situations 

- jimple black and white paintinys of scenes in the concentration camps 

- Lithoyraphs and yl~cees available for purchase 

All proceeds support the Museum's annua l Student Awareness Day. 
For more in formation, contact the Rhode Island Holocaust Memorial Museum 

at 4 0 1-453-7860 or rhodeislandhmm.org 

9 

Your donation helps the Museum provide educational programs for our community. 

WE CAN'T DO IT WITHOUT YOU 
D $108 D $72 D $36 D $18 D Other 

Name: ______________ Address: __________ ___ _ 

City: State: _____ Zip: _ ______ _ 
Phone: ______________ E-mail: 

I M ake check payable to Rhode Island Holocaust Memorial Museum and mail to: 401 Elmgrove Avenue, Providence, RI 02906 1 

~- ------------------------------------------ ---- -~ 

7 
I 
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Opinion A MAJORITY oF ONE 

April 2, 2004 

Assassination contemplation 
1find it very difficult to feel sorry 

about the demise of Sheikh Ahmed 
Yassin although, as a certified bleed

ing heart, I could be expected to make 
allowances for his being a paraplegic, 
which might account for his decision to 
devote his life to the destruction oflsrael. 

(Since matters have a way of moving 
very quickly in Mid-East assassination 

Yehuda 
Lev 

circles, by the time you 
read these words his des
ignated successor, Dr. 
Abdel Aziz Rantisi may 
also have departed the 
scene, not to mention 
untold numbers oflsrae
lis who may have fallen 
prey, God forbid, to a 
desire for revenge on 
the part of the Palestin
ians.) 

But that's the nature of things in the 
struggle for the land that lies between the 
Jordan River and the Mediterranean Sea, 
every action seems to result in an equal 
and opposite reaction. So while Sheikh 
Yassin's death produced few tears on our 
side of the fence, perhaps som~one should 
have drawn up a balance sheet on the 
potential positive and negative results of 

the assassination before the rockets were 
fired at his car. 

The positives seem apparent enough; 
(A) cut off the head and the body dies 
and (B), if enough leaders are disposed of, 
their followers become discouraged and 
turn to more acceptable pursuits than sui
cide bombing. 

The negatives are equally obvious and 
can be summed up as follows: The posi
tives don't work any more. 

They used to. Once the azi hier
archy was destroyed, Germany became a 
different country and the same could be 
said of Japan and Italy, among others. 

But that was all so 20th century. Here 
in the 21st the rules have changed. Israel, 
together with the rest of the non-Muslim 
world and much of the Muslim world as 
well, faces an enemy no longer dependent 
on the table of organization common to 
nation-states. This enemy has no presi
dent, no parliament, no government, no 
boundaries to cross, no lands to lay waste, 
no cities to bomb, no economy to shatter. 
If Osama bin Laden were to die tomor
row, would Al ~ edadisintegrate? If the 
entire leadership ofHamas and Hezbollah 
were to perish under Israeli rockets, would 
the ranks of suicide bombers be depleted? 

The answers to these questions can be 
found in Baghdad. Saddam Hussein is in 
captivity, his sons are dead, his lieutenants 
are hiding or in prison and yet the resis
tance to the American occupation intensi
fies week after week. 

Israel faces another and equally dan
gerous change in the nature of modern 
warfare. When I lectured on the perils 
facing Israel I used· to point out that ter
rorism is the weapon of the weak. After 
all, I would suggest, if they ever met a 
Muslim terrorist trying to sneak across 
Israel's border they should ask him if he 
would not rather be flying a plane or driv
ing a tank. The answer is obvious but he 
has no plane or tank. Terror, I pointed out, 
does not capture land or destroy armies. 
It can frighten citizens but it cannot deter
mine the fate of nations. 

No more. Not after Madrid and, 
before that, the bus bombings that enabled 
Benjamin Netanyahu to win the premier
ship over Shimon Peres after the assassina
tion ofYitzhak Rabin. Under the new and 
simplified method of controlling leader
ship all one has to do is set off a few bombs, 
kill a few dozen people and frighten the 
electorate enough to compel changes in the 
course of government. This is not meant 

as a crmc1sm of the people of Spain or 
Israel but it is a part of the new reality in 
which they and others, ourselves included, 
have to live. And it must be accounted for 
in weighing the pros and cons of the assas
sination of Sheikh Yassin. 

If his death had brought Israel any 
nearer to peace, we would all have hap
pily attended his funeral. But quite the 
reverse; it has inflamed millions of M us
lims around the world to whom he was 
a symbol of resistance to Western culture 
and political policies. In that sense, at 
least, it made things more difficult for 
Israel without hindering its enemies, how
ever much it may have given us a sense of 
satisfaction. 

At this point the columnist is sup
posed to offer a solution to the problem 
under discussion. Sorry, I don't have one. 
But given the new realities of warfare, the 
task Israel has to take on is working with 
Palestinians who are willing to compro
mise. And killing Sheikh Yassin didn't do 
much for that. 

Yehuda Lev, a regular columnist, is a 
retired journalist who has worked in Israel, 
Europe and the United States. He lives in 
Providence. 

Alison on Aliyah: The genuine truth 
1B efore making aliyah, I had been 

to Israel on six separate occa
sions. I spent over a year and 

a half here altogether on various trips 
and programs, living with both Americans 

Alison 
Golub 

and Israelis, friends and 
strangers. I knew on some 
level that I wasn't getting 
a true taste oflsraeli cul
ture on any of these little 
vacations, regardless of 
their length or exposure 
to what I thought at the 
time was "real Israeli life." 
But I hadn't realized until 
recently how little I really 
knew about the culture 

and society here. I'm finding, more and 
more, that living here as a citizen, and 
truly enveloping myself in the culture, is 
opening my eyes to myriad little differ
ences. 

The most prominent thing I have 
noticed, and what continues to fascinate 
me on a daily basis, is that when people do 
or say things here, they really mean them. 
And of course, the other side is true as well 
- pretty much everything that comes into 
an Israeli's head generally comes out his 
mouth in the very near future. T here is no 
such thing as "just being polite." 

I learned this the hard way. During 

the first month after my arrival here, 
received a number of invitations to Shab
bat dinners. They seemed to be proffered 
in passing, and because I didn't know the 
people well, I didn't take them seriously. 
I figured they were just being nice, and 
I appreciated the gesture for what it was. 
When I ran into one of the people a few 
weeks later, however, he was genuinely 

ing what was .really said. In the states, if! 
would slip up and not follow the "accepted 
protocols" for social contact (ie., calling a 
guy less than three days after a first date; 
taking someone up on an offer for getting 
together when it was not intended to be 
accepted), I always felt a sense of awk
wardness, like I should have known that 
the person didn't really mean it. 

Pretty much everything that comes into an Israeli's 
head generally comes out his mouth in the very 
near future. There ·is no such thing as "just being 
polite." 

upset. "Why didn't you call to come over 
for dinner?!" he demanded. I answered 
honestly that I didn't think he was seri
ous. H e had no idea what I meant, and 
simply couldn't understand why I would 
think that. 

In America, almost everything one 
says and does is out of a sense of politeness 
or obligation. "H ave a nice day!" "Nice 
to meet you! " "Sure, I'd just love to come 
over and see your new stainless steel coun
tertops!" No one really knows what is 
sincere and what isn't, and nearly every 
passing conversation leaves one wonder-

Throughout my years living in Prov
idence, I was asked on more than a few 
occasions ifl would be interested in meet
ing an eligible bachelor. I would always 
enthusiastically agree, never expecting for 
a second that the guy would call. And 
indeed, he never did. I suppose there is a 
certain pathetic aspect to that act, and I 
always felt that the intense fear of showing 
such desperation always overshadowed the 
possibility that that one awkward phone 
call could lead to meeting one's soul mate. 
Again, the desire for polite detachment 
overrules all in America. 

Submission guidelines 

But here in Israel, they all call! Within 
hours of giving my number out (which I 
have now done more times than I would 
like to admit), I inevitably receive a request 
for a first date, blind or otherwise. And 
these invitations are unabashedly genuine. 
If I don't follow up on an initial meeting 
or invitation here, I'm in big trouble. If 
people don't truly believe or want some-

thing, they simply don't say it. In many 
ways, it is a wonderfully refreshing way 
to live and communicate. But I've also 
learned to pay special attention to the 
absences of commentary. For instance, I 
didn't get a lot of comments from my 
Israeli friends after my last haircut. In 
America, I would have received plenty of, 
"It looks great!" and not known whether 
they were telling the truth or not. Here, 
I know that if no one says anything, they 
either don't want to tell the painful truth 
or truly haven't noticed. Either way, it's 
genume. 

Don't get me wrong, however. It is 
not easy to live in a society whe're nothing 
is sacred and everything is "out there." 
Everything is direct here, and everything 
is genuine, because everything is real. This 

. also means that there are more battles, 
and more causes for disagreement. But we 
struggle because we feel alive when we 
do so. When Jews argue, we are affirm
ing our existence, asserting our individu
ality, both as individuals and as a people. 
When we question the things that happen 
around us, we are showing ourselves and 
the world that we are aware and will no 
longer sit idly by while our lives go on in 
front of us. Directness, sincerity, genuine
ness, realness - this is nor just a way of 
life here in Israel. It is what we live for. 
And I wouldn't have it any other way. 

Alison Stern Golub was born and grew 
up in Seattle, Wash. and is a graduate 
of Brown University. She can be emailed 
at A lison_Golub@hotmail.com. You can also 
read more about her adventures on her web
journal at www.xanga.com/aligolub. 
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VIEWPOINT 

Russian, German Jews find themselves in culture clash 
By Addie Lewis 

HALBERSTADT, Ger. - Sabine 
Klamroth was 10 years old when her 
fathe r was hanged for disloyalty to Hitler. 
Though he was an early and influential 
member of the Nazi Party in his home
town, by 1942 Herr Klamroth had become 
disillusioned with the party. He joined a 
small group plotting to kill Hitler. Their 
plot was discovered, and Herr Klamroth 
was executed. 

Fifty years later, Frau Klamroth is my 
guide through the town of Halberstadt. 
Before the war, the medieval town had 
picturesque half-timber homes and three 
impressive stone churches around a public 
square. The town was badly damaged by 
bombing during the war. Frau Klamroth 
and her remaining family fled to West 
Germany when the Soviets ga ined con
trol of H alberstadt and the other areas 
that became East Germany. After the fa ll 
of the Berlin W all, Frau Klamroth found 
that her hometown had never been rebuilt 
after WWII. She moved back to Halber
stadt to help with the rebuilding and to do 
research for a book about the Jews of H al
berstadt. 

Through her work, Frau Klamroth is 
dealing with her own feelings of guilt and 
loss about the H olocaust. She is just one of 
the many people I got to know on a 10-day 
trip to Germany with my classmates from 

FRAU SABINE KLOMROTH standing on the site where the Halberstadt synagogue 
once was. My classmates and I are on the sidelines. Today, children in the Halberstadt 
school system are assisting in an archaeological dig there, which is sponsored by the 
Moses Mendellsohn Center. 

the Hornstein Program for Jewish Com
munal Service at Brandeis University. The 
trip was sponsored by Bridge of Under
standing, a program of the German gov
ernment to familiarize American Jews 
with the modern German democracy's 
response to the Holocaust and to vi sit the 
German-Jewish community. 

Here's a little known fact: The Jewish 

community in Germany is the fastest 
growing Jewish community in the world. 
Prior to 1989, there were approximately 
20,000 Jews in all of Germany. Some of 
them had remained in Germany after the 
war; many of them had returned for eco
nomic reasons in later years. As part of the 
reparations package, Germany opens her 
doors to any Jew who wishes to live within 

Who can afford a Jewish education? 
The question is: Will my children be 

Jewish? 
Naturally, by birth they wi ll be, and, 

yes most of our street here in Florida is 
Jewish. We participate in our shul, we 
keep Shabbat and I do my best to raise 
mensches. Beyond our walls, we are limited 
to what ou r precious children are exposed 
to. As a mother and a parent I want only 
the best for my children, to protect them 
and to nurture them - to give them life's 
greatest gifts - wings and roots . 

I would like them to be educated in 
a Jewish environment, to be enveloped by 
Judaism and drink in its beauty. Yet, we 
are the average middle class fami ly trying 
to make ends meet and a formal Jewish 
education only seems to be affordable for 
those with means. The average Jewish D ay 
school's annual tuition is $9,000 after give 
& get, security fee, PTA fees etc. Accord
ing to the Florida Census, median house
hold money income in 1999 was $38,819 
in Florida, and $41,994 throughout the 
us. 

Effectively, in our tax bracket we 
would need to earn Sll,700 before taxes 
just to pay for our one child's pre-kinder
garten tuition before we have put food 
on the table, bought clothes or paid our 
monthly bills. By the end of the year, 
having two children in Kindergarten and 
Pre-K, would cost in excess of $17,000, 
which is half of the median household 
income. Who knows about elementary, 

middle, high school & college. The real
ity is we earn more than many and we still 
can't afford to put our 3-year-old in a full
day program at a Jewish day school. 

Here in F lorida, scholarships are only 
available from kindergarten on . My hus
band and I do have alternatives, but are 
they really an option? We could send 
him, with a bagged kosher meal to a 
more affordable, non-denominational kin
dergarten and then public schools. 

The saddest reality is that our kids 
are only young once and the question 
that plagues me the most is: why is a 
formal Jewish education only available to 
the wealthy? Shouldn't we be nurturing 
Jewishness from birth? How long do we 
wait before we address the issue of afford
able formal education in a Jewish environ
ment? 

Think of the money we would save 
on adult outreach, how easy it would be 
to recruit volunteers, how teens would feel 
a sense of belonging because every Jewish 
teen would be gravitating towards Jewish 
events not as something they have to do 
but want to do. 

Heidi Eliasov-Hodes 
Aventura, Fla. 

Singles need 
programs in R.I. 

I am writing to support Ms. Jablonski, 
Mr. Eichenbaum and Mr. Schoenberg's 

letters. There are no programs in Rhode 
Island for single Jewish men or women in 
their 40s and 50s. It is necessary to go to 
the greater Boston area to meet singles in 
these age ranges. It would truly be a mitz
vah for the Jewish Federation and other 
agencies to start a singles program for sin
gles in their 40-60s. If other communities 
can do it, why can't we? 

Karen Shlevin Fink 
Providence 

And now, from 
Alison's mom ... 

I have been wanting to write you to 
tell you what a wonderful job you have 
done on the Jewish Voice & Herald. I was 
so impressed with the creatively compara
tive "Then and Now: The big schlep into 
the Holy Land" segment from the Jan. 23 
issue. It was so well done! I copied it and 
gave it to many friends here who are fol
lowing Alison's "escapades" and enjoying 
reading about life in Israel as it unfolds for 
her. 

The March 5 Purim article on Sava 
(Alison's dog) was a kick and I rolled with 
laughter. Please pass my compliments on 
to the woman who wrote it - it sounded 
so much like Alison's humor that I thought 
she had written it. 

Corie Golub. 
Seattle, Wash. 

her borders. After the end of the Cold 
War, many Jews from the Former Soviet 
Union took the German government up 
on the offer. Today, there are as many 
as 200,000 Russian Jewish immigrants 
in Germany-the Jewish population has 
grown ten-fold in just 15 years. 

The community is experiencing grow
ing pains. The government provides the 
immigrants with access to public edu
cation, welfare, and German-language 
classes. However, the job market in Ger
many is tight, and the government does 
not provide immigrants with job retrain
ing programs. As a result, many Russian 
immigrants are unemployed, even years 
after their arrival in Germany. The pre
existing Jewish community is trying to 
help the immigrants by providing classes 
in German identity and Jewish religion 
and culture for both children and adults. 
These efforts have been only partially suc
cessful because there are major cultural 
clashes between the two groups. 

My group met with many Russian 
immigrants in Heidelberg to hear about 
their experiences. Some of their com
plaints were universal: difficulties learning 
a strange language, frustrations at being 
rejected for jobs in their fields, and the 
loneliness of being an immigrant. There 
are also cultural frustrations, particularly 
between the pre-existing Jewish commu
nity and the Russian community. 

The leaders of the German Jewish 
community are traditional, observant Jews. 
The Russian Jews, on the other hand, grew 
up in a society that disdained religious 
practice, so they are resistant to the obser
vances that the German Jews are teaching 
at their classes and camps. The Russian 
immigrants and the German Jews are also 
finding that they have opposite views of 
the Holocaust. Most of the German Jews 
are Holocaust survivors or descendents of 
survivors; their Jewish identity is closely 
tied to the legacy of the Jews as the victims 
of the Nazi regime. The Russian Jewish 
immigrants, on the other hand, identify 
more closely with the Russians-who were 
the victors in WWII, not the victims. It 
will be interesting to see how the newcom
ers change the community as they adjust 
to life in Germany. 

My seminar in Germany left me 
with one overall impression: Germany 
is in a state of flux. A nation with an 
extremely problematic relationship with 
Jews is embracing a quickly growing Jewish 
community. At the same time, individu
als and the whole society are trying to 
remember the Holocaust in meaningful 
ways even as they struggle to shape a 
German identity that is independent of 
the Holocaust. A nation that has never 
been a land for immigrants is learning 
how to integrate large immigrant popula
tions. After a long recession, the economy 
is changing as Germany ·integrates with 
the other states in the EU. I hope that 
their future is bright. 

Addie Lewis, originally from Little 
Rock, Arkansas, is the Brandeis Hornstein 
intern at the Jewish Federation of Rhode 
Island. She lives in Somerville, Mass. 
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Impromptu protestor: Express to The Hague 
By Daniel Stieglitz 

A few weeks ago I was checking my 
Yeshiva University e-mail account and 
found a message with the subject "MIS
SION TO HAGUE." This got my atten
tion. I knew about how the security fence 
that Israel is building to prevent terrorist 

.attacks is receiving worldwide scrutiny and 
criticism. I knew that the International 
Court of Justice in The H ague was hearing 
arguments both for and against the secu
rity fence and questioning its legality. I 
also knew that a protest was being 
planned at The Hague in favor of the 
security fence. Most importantly, this 
e-mail message informed me that a con
tingent of Yeshiva University students was 
planning to participate in this protest. 
I couldn't believe that the organizers of 
this trip were planning to coordinate this 
event in a matter of five short days. Though 
I was initially very skeptical that such a 
trip could be put together in such a short 
period of time, I decided that this was a 
unique opportunity for me to show my 
support for Israel so I made the decision to 
fill out the on-line application form. 

Over the course of the next day, I 
placed the idea of protesting at The Hague 
in the back of my mind. Then, that 
evening, I received the following voice 

message on my phone: "Congratulations, 
you're in!" 

I checked my watch and realized that 
I only had a few minutes to make it to 
the mandatory orientation meeting. After 
hearing what many of the organizers had 
to say, I understood that this trip was def
initely going to become a reality. Realiz
ing that this would be the opportun ity of 
a lifetime, I signed my name on the dotted 
line, as did 99 other Yeshiva University 
students. 

But once things had calmed down and 
I had a chance to organize my thoughts, I 
began to wonder, "Did I believe in the very 
cause I would be protesting for?" Was it 
fair to cut off Palestinian access to friends, 
family, and places of work? It didn't take 
me long to realize that the security fence 
is definitely needed to protect Israeli citi
zens from terrorist activities. If this fence 
is able to save just one Jew, then it is def
initely needed. I decided that this was a 
cause worth fighting for. 

Four days later, approximately 50 men 
and 50 women boarded buses to Newark 
International Airport with one carry-on 
bag each to tide them over for a two-day 
trip to the Netherlands. As soon as we 
landed in Amsterdam, we were taken by 

bus to The Hague. 
D espite the fact that we had been 

going non-stop for nearly 24 hours, there 
was a high level of anticipation in the air. 
W e arrived at the protest wearing our new 
group scarves, and Zaka (Israel's volunteer 
first-aid service which is also in charge of 
making sure terrorist victims are given a 
proper burial) T-shirts, which had been 
given to us before we departed . 

There were already hundreds of people 
gathered when we arrived at The H ague. 
Some held pictures of terrorist victims 
with their names, ages, and dates of their 
untimely deaths. 

Perhaps the most profound image of 
all was the sight of the burned-out shell 
of an Eged bus that had been blown up 
in Jerusalem several weeks earlier. I had 
seen photographs of this bus, which was 
brought by Zaka to The Hague as evi
dence of the horrific results of a terrorist 
attack. It had a profound impact on my 
view of our mission. 

The thousands of participants at the 
rally then split into two groups. Approx
imately half of the protesters marched 
in silence while the others stayed near 
the International Court of Justice. The 
Yeshiva University students then led the 

Give Up The Bread 
The Haggadah begins by saying, 

"Let all who are hungry enter and eat." 

Unfortunately, there are 
many in our worldwide 

Jewish community who do not have 
enough to eat - on this night, 
or any other night. 

Giving to the 2004 Jewish Federation 
of RI Annual Community Campaign 

lets them know that this night will truly 
be different from all other nights. 

Make a Difference! 
Make your gift to the Jewish Federation of Rhode Island 

2004 Annual Community Campaign 

Contact Sylvia Berman-Peck 
at 401-421-4111, ext. 171 

E-mail: sbermanpeck@jfri.org 
Visit us on the web at: www.jfri.org Building Community. Helping Jews in need. 

group with singing and dancing. While 
some were confused by this display of joy 
at such a serious moment, others under
stood the message-Jews uniting through 
song and dance. 

When the rally was over, we all 
boarded the buses and checked into our 
hotel rooms in Amsterdam. We then 
walked to a nearby synagogue for Mincha 
(afternoon services). W e had a chance to 
visit Anne Frank's house, and saw the 
Spanish Portuguese Synagogue as well. 

Was it worth the time and bother to 
take such a journey? I feel that it defi
nitely was. The fact that 100 YU students 
left ew York for a short two days just 
to make our voices heard on an interna
tional level allowed our message to get out 
even further than if we had done nothing 
at all. It was an experience that none of 
us will ever forget and hopefully one that 
wi ll have a positive impact on the State of 
Israel in the years to come. 

Daniel Stieglitz, currently a student at 
Yeshiva University, has been studying Eng
lish in N ew York City. He lives in Provi
dence. 

Don't dance around 
'abominations' 

By Rabbi Moshe Antelman 
The Jewish Voice & Herald's headline 

of February 20, 2004 "Jewish Rituals 
Unite Same Gender Couples" is an oxy
moron because same gender unions are not 
only considered abominations by God and 
our Torah for Jews; but also for Gentiles. 

Indeed if we are to be "a light to 
the nations," and not a blight, our sexual 
morality must be exemplary. 

We can trace many relevant laws on 
this subject to the story of Noah. Gentiles 
are referred to as B'nai Noach, (Noah 's 
descendents), and only seven "Noahide 
laws" are held to non-Jews. The sexual 
category prohibits three types of incest, 
adultery, bestiality and male homosexual 
intercourse, all of which are Noahidic cap
ital crimes. 

The Noahidic Covenant (or "brit") 
includes the prohibition against murder: 
"He who sheds blood of man in man shall 
his blood be shed for man was made in 
God's image" (Gen 9:6). Rabbi Akiva asks 
if this is the case, who has the right to kill 
the murderer? He replies that in the pro
cess of committing murder one loses his 
Divine image. So too for Noahidic capital 
crimes. Therefore two males engaged in 
homosexual relations have forfeited their 
Divine image. 

It is interesting to note that the Torah 
is emphasizing the diversity of mankind in 
the descendants of Noah, but we can lose 
that diversity if we betray His Image. 

Those Gentiles of Sodom who 
demanded homosexual intercourse (Gen. 
19:5) with Lot's guests were utterly 
destroyed. We were warned by God not 
to do these things nor emulate Gentile 
immoral practices. This narrative is recited 
on Yorn Kippur and lists the prohibited 
sexual capital crimes. It ends with the gen-

L __ See ABOMINATIONS, page ,9 
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FROM THE FEDERATION PRESIDENT 

The building blocks of Passover 
This week, as we do each In preparation for Bar Mitzvah, 

year, we will gather with our Michael attended family educa
family at the Seder table. The tion sessions sponsored by Temple 
Seder is the most observed ritual Emanu-El. Sam is attending these 
for Jews throughout the Jewish now and H annah will have her 

calendar. Of tu rn in seven years! Michael 
course, the is attending the Harry Elkin 
biggest draw Midrasha and Sam has chosen 
for M ichael, a Jewish overnight camp this 
Sam and summer - Camp JORI - where 
Hannah is 
eating a 
d e ! i c i o u s 
meal and 
being with 
their cous
ins. The 
highlight for 

Mark R. Feinstein Cindy and 
me is to see 

how much they've grown from 
year to year. 

Each year, we can discuss 
with them in greater depth some 
of Passover's themes: 

How lucky we are to be able 
to freely express our religious 
beliefs. What is 04r obligation to 
those who can't? 

What is our obligation to 
those who are not free from the 
bondage of hunger or homeless
ness? · 

What does it mean to say, 
"Next year in Jerusalem?" 

I think about the components 
of their Jewish education that 
has caused them to think about 
these questions and identify with 
Jewish values. How fortunate 
we are to have these resources 
within our community. H ow 
proud I am that, through our 
annual community campaign, we 
support the agencies that provide 
them. 

All three children attended 
the JCC pre-school where they 
learned from an early age that 
Shabbat punctuates our week 
and holidays form our Jewish 
year. Each also went to the 
Alperin Schechter D ay School 
where Judaism is celebrated and 
Jewish values are lived each day. 

b. ( 

he will express himself within a allows us to choose and that is 
Jewish setting. supported th rough our annua l 

Each formal and informal community campaign. And, over 
Jewish educational experience is time, we are bringing add itional 
a build ing block for a healthy services to the different neighbor
Jewish communal future. In our hoods around our state. 
diversity, each family chooses dif- So, when we sit down to the 
ferent building blocks for thei r Seder meal and our children ask 
children . We are fortunate to why this night is different, let it be 
have the variety of services that the night that causes us to pause 
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Nation 
ADL audit finds no rise in anti-Semitism 

By Joe Berkofsky 
NEW YORK (]TA) - Eva 

Mozes Kur survived Auschwitz 
and medical experiments by Dr. 
Josef Mengele only to see the 
modest Holocaust museum she 
founded in Indiana be destroyed 
by arsonists last fall. 

Yet the people ofTerre Haute 
rallied behind Kur, holding 
memorials and raising $230,000 
to help her rebuild. 

Had the Germans similarly 
challenged Nazism, she says, 

"Hitler would not have been able 
to do what he did." 

The still-unsolved arson in 

Terre Haute may have been the 
most violent instance of anti
Semitism in the country last 
year, according to a new Anti
Defamation League audit. But 
some say the outpouring of sup
port for Kur reveals a much 
more common, and unprece
dented, American embrace of the 
Jews. 

"Whatever anti-Semitism 

is out there, large-scale, senous 
political anti-Semitism simply 
does not exist anymore in Ameri
can society," said Jerome Chanes, 
a professor of American Jewish 
sociology at Barnard and Stern 
colleges and an author of several 
books on anti-Semitism. 

Overt anti-Semitism may 
have become rare in America, but 
Jews still differ about how deeply 
anti-Jewish animus runs in the 
national psyche and whether a 
new global strain of anti-Sem-

1t1sm will crop up in America's 
heartland. 

"We Jews can never afford 
complacency and can never afford 
to declare officially that anti
Semitism is no longer a threat 
- not today, not tomorrow," said 
David Harris, executive director 
of the American Jewish Commit
tee. 

Just what the new audit 
reveals remains a matter of 
debate. 

The AD L's national director, 

After just a few minutes 
you will 

call it 
at Tamarisk, 

understand why we 
Enriched Assisted Living. 

From the moment you walk through the 
door, The Phyllis Siperstein Tamarisk 
Assisted Living Residence sends an invitation. 
It appeals to you in the calm of the library, 
in the bustle of the bistro, and in the 

setting where you can live with others who 
share your Jewish culture and celebrate your 
beliefs a nd traditions including keeping 

kosher. To learn more about the spacious 

elegance of the dining room. You 
sense it in the serenity of the sun
room, or as you stroll through 
the courtyard a long the winding 
garden path. At Tamarisk you 
wi ll find a safe, secure environ
ment offeri'ng an unpara llel 
level of service and support. A 

THE PHYLL I S S IP ERSTEI N 

studio, one-and two-bedroom 
apartments, plus the 19 

accommodations dedicated 
to the Renaissance Memory 

Support Pr~gram, or to · 
arrange a personal tour, ca II 
401-732-0037. You will see 
why there is _really nothing 

quite like Tamarisk. 
TAMARISK 
ASSISTED LIVIN G RE S IDENCE 

Where Life is Celebrated 

SPONSORED ANO DEVELOPED 
BY THE JEWISH SENIORS AGENCY 3 Shalom Drive, Warwick, RI 02886 www.tamariskri .org A CAAEUNK MEMBER 
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Abraham Foxman, cautions that 
the report is simply one "snap
shot" among many that together 
form a broader picture. They 
include the ADL's most recent 
biennial survey, in 2002, which 
showed that 17 percent of Amer
icans, or 35 million adults, hold 
"unquestionably anti-Semitic" 
views, reversing a decade-long 
decline. 

"There is enough to be wor
ried about," Foxman said. 

According to the new ADL 
audit, there were 1,557 anti
Semitic incidents in 2003, down 
two from the year before and well 
below the high of2,066 incidents 
reached in 1994. TheADL began 
tracking such incidents in 1983. 

Based on law-enforcement 
records and reports to the ADL, 
the annual audit categorizes anti
Semitic attacks as harassment -
threats or physical assaults -
or vandalism, including attacks 
on Jewish communal institutions, 
such as cemeteries and syna
gogues. 

In 2003, 40 percent of the 
anti-Semitic i1J,Cidents were cate
gorized as vandalism, up 18 per
cent from the previous year, while 
harassment fell by 9 percent. 

Continuing a trend, those 
states with the largest Jewish p.op
ulations saw the most incidents, 
starting with New York. 

The Indiana arson, which an 
FBI spokeswoman said remains 
under investigation, led the list of 
violent attacks, which included a 
Molotov cocktail hurled at a syn
agogue in Allentown, Penn. 

Though even one attack is 
too many, there is a "chasm" 
between American Jews' percep
tion of insecurity and the reality, 
says Jonathan Sarna, a Brandeis 
University social scientist and his
torian. 

On one side of the divide 
are American Jewish fears of 
anti-Semitism. A 2003 Amer
ican Jewish Committee survey 
found that 37 percent of Jews 
consider anti-Semitism a "very 
serious" problem; 60 percent find 
it "somewhat" problematic; and 
39 percent believe anti-Semitism 
will rise again. 

Foxman says the ADL and 
other critics of "The Passion" 
received a barrage of hate mail, 
much ofit signed. 

On the opposite side of the 
perceptual divide are those Jewish 
social scientists and community 
professionals who insist that 
attention and resources should 
shift from combating anti-Sem
itism to concerns such as inter
marriage and the need to promote 
Jewish education and identity
building. 

I 
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A 'cold' peace:· Team heads to end of the earth to build ties 
By Rachel Pomerance 

NEW YORK (JTA) - Just 
before news networks flashed 
footage of·furious Palestinians
vowing to avenge Israel 's killing 
of the leader ofHamas, there was 
a more heartwarming story on 
the Middle East. 

A few Israelis and Palestin
ians were honored this month 
by Search for Common Ground, 
a non-profit organization ded
icated to conflict resolution, for 
diplomacy through sport. 

Their sport was an extreme 
one: On New Year's D ay, the 
group embarked on a 35-day 
expedition to Antarctica that 
culminated in the scaling and. 
naming of an unexplored moun
tain. 

Back from the pole, the 
expeditionary group, known as 
"Breaking the Ice," realized they 
would return to the all-too
familiar tragedy of the Israeli
Palestinian conflict. 

The endless strife makes 
members of the group want to 
"stand up and scream very loud 
that we would very much like 
to see a different world," said 
Heskel Nathaniel, who launched 
the project. 

An Israeli living in Germany, 
Nathaniel said he felt well posi
tioned and motivated to organize 
the project from a "neutral coun
try." 

Being away from Israel 

during the intifada, he said, he . 
"felt paralyzed not being able to 
do anything" and saw the Ant
arctica trip as a way to make a 
contribution. 

Nathaniel teamed up with an 
Israeli climber friend, Doron Ere!, 
to assemble the mission. Through 
their connections, including Israeli 
journalists working in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, they found 
four Israelis and four Palestinians 
willing to sail from the southern 
tip of Chile through the ominous 
Drake Passage to Antarctica. 

They also organized an 
eight-person support crew, con
sisting primarily of Israelis and 
Europeans. They included a phy
sician, mountain guides, camera
men to produce a documentary 
and an aide to keep them in con
tact with a coordinating offi ce in 
Germany via satellite phone. 

The hikers included an Eth i
opian Israeli who had lost most of 
her family trekking across Sudan 
en route to Israel, a Palestinian 
from Jerusalem who had been 
jailed for attacki ng Israeli troops 
with Molotov cocktails and a 
lawyer who served in an elite 
commando unit in the Israeli 
army. 

Despite their differences, 
members of the team knew how 
to "treat each other as human 
beings," said Olfat Haider, an 
Israeli Arab from Haifa, during 
an interview with JTA in New 
York. 

Don't dance around 'abominations' 
From page 6 

eral statement: "all these abom
inations have been done by the 
inhabitants (v. 27)" and the land 
"vomited them out." 

How can anyone have the 
chutzpa to invoke a Jewish Ritual 
to unite same gender couples and 
profane God's name? 

The Talmud (Chulin 92) 
poses the following question: If 
the Gentiles are so caught up 
with homosexual relations, why 
does not God destroy them? T he 
answer is they do not have the 
chutzpah to sanctify the rela
tionships. Maimonides maintains 
that we Jews, who have no mis
sionaries, are required to "coerce" 
the Gentiles to observe the Noa
hidic Laws (ibid. 8:10). 

Throughout the ages, righteous 
Gentiles went on record condemn
ing homosexuality. Homosexuality 
was a capital crime in the original 
13 colonies. Exemplary of such 
pronouncements was the first law 
prohibiting it in the US which is 
found in The Liberties of the 
Massachusetts Colonies of New 
England (1641): 'If any man lyeth 
with a man, both of them have 
committed abominations. They 
both shall surely be put to death." 
The Liberties can be found in the 

Harvard Classics. 
While male homosexual rela

tions are a capital crime in Jewish 
law; where do the lesbians fit 
in? The Torah prohibits women 
dressing in a male fashion for 
lesbian intercourse as a non-cap
ital crime (Deut. 22:5) . Other 
Jewish texts condemning lesbian 
ism are: J. Talmud Gittin 6:40, 
Y'vamot 76a, Maimonides Hil. 
Issurei Biah 21:8. 

Finally, we can learn an object 
lesson from a Jewish law regard
ing hostages. When Jews were 
taken captive, the Jewish com
munity was required to redeem 
them. "The women before the 
men; except when it was known 
that the hostage takers would 
sodomize the men and rape 
women; then if there was only 
sufficient money to free one 
person a male or female; the male 
was redeemed.(Horiyot 13; Hil. 
Matanot Aniyim 8). 

Remember, God created 
Adam and Eve; not Adam and 
Steve! 

Rabbi Moshe Ante/man, of 
Rehovot, Israel, is Rabbi Emeritus 
of Cong. Mishkan Tejilah, Provi
dence. 

THE BREAKING THE ICE TEAM reaches its goal, the summit of an unnamed Antarctic mountain in Janu
ary 2004. 

Indeed, the expedition had 
plenty of rough spots. 

Crossing the Drake Passage, 
which Nathaniel calls the "larg
est ships' graveyard in the world," 
meant enduring waves nearly 50 
feet high and winds up to 80 
miles per hour. 

Almost everyone was seasick 
during those days, and two of 
the participants suffered bruises 
as the boat seesawed. 

There also were political bat
tles - like when Nasser Qyass, 
the Palestinian who had been in 
an Israeli jail, said Jews have no 
claim to the Temple Mount. 

"We were completely 
insulted," Nathaniel said. Avihu 
Shoshani, the Israeli lawyer who 
often butted heads with _Qyass, 
was furious. Haider began to cry. 

The parties separated, avoid
ing each other until the next eve
ning, when they had to continue 
navigating, Nathaniel said. 

Another incident was naming 
the mountain, which they ulti
mately called the "Mountain of 
Israeli-Palestinian Friendship." 

A few of the Palestinians 
wanted to call it Jerusalem, but 
the Israelis wanted to eschew 
political statements. 

Other names like Mount 
Hope and Mount Peace already 
had been used, the group 
learned. 

But Ere! had faith in his part
ners. 

"I didn't think for one 
moment they were going to cut 
the rope," he said. 

Nathaniel viewed some of 
the political tensions as a reflec
tion of the pressures placed on 
the Palestinians. The program 
had the endorsement of Pales
tinian Authority President Yasser 
Arafat. 

Happy Passover 
from your friends at 

'!fAehem 
New England 

110 Royal Little Drive • Providence, RI 02904 

401-868-2000 www.aaa.com 

ELIOT·ROSE 
A S S E T M A N A G E M E N T 

We have researched and invested 
in value securities for over 20 years. 

Isn't it time you put our value to work for you? 

Value Investments 

If you have $250,000 or more to invesl, 
please call Gory Siperslein. 

Eliot Rose Asset Management, LLC 
www .eliotrose.com 

401-588-5102 

l 
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This Spring, a hip to Israel 
should pull your heartsbings, 

not your purse sbings. 
Fly roundtrip to Israel between April 26 and June 12, 2004 and save 

with these special low airfares. Children under the age of 12 pay 75%. 

Nonstop from JFK & Newark 

from Chicago 

from Miami 

from Los Angeles 

Also available from 30 other USA cities. Call your travel agent 
or EL AL today at (800) 223-6700 or (2U) 768-9200. 

Plus, ask about our attractively priced 5-night vacation 
packages at a variety of popular hotels in Israel. 

fruesavaia!Jleincoadldassoocertain IDgh~aoomus1belid<e1edinlklassWllhlnl2tws~ronlirmed reseMtoomleaslldayspoorto d,parlufe. r,:irt1sva11t16-21dayscaralalionaooCNllj01l'f1'1res 
apptJ!nappltabletaxesl~eadll<lot rromNY notr<klded.S78.50applicable""51romolhefga1ewayObeSnot"""-'led ElAl.""""51hengntlDcanal llf"'10Sm'1f/lJOl!.Oltlerrestnclionsmayapp,'/ 
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MAY WE SUGGEST ... AFTER THE SEDERS, 

GRAB A MACAROON AND ENJOY A CLASSIC MOVIE. 

THOUSANDS OF TITLES NOW AVAILABLE AT YOUR LOCAL 

B LOCKB LISTER STORE. 

YOUR DVD HEADQUARTERS 

BLOCKBUSTER 

• MAKE IT A BLOCKBUSTER NIGHT 

Rem 1 Molla, Gama or DVD & Gal One 
MDVII Gama or DVD Remal FREE 

511ARW26 
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Israel 
Most U.S. Jewish groups back 
Israel's killing Hamas leader 
By Rachel Pomerance 

NEW YORK (JTA) -
In eontrast to the international 
debate about the efficacy oflsra
el's killing ofHamas leader Sheik 
Ahmed Yassin, the Jewish organi
zational world almost uniformly 
backed the assassination. 

Except for a few peace groups 
that made their views known 
through news releases, most 
Jewish groups backed Israel's kill
ing of H a mas' founder and spiri
tual leader. 

"The Israeli government is 
responsible for defending the 
country's citizens, and whether 
it's putting up a security fence 
or targeting archterrorists, most 
American Jews believe that those 
are decisions that are best made 

· in Jerusalem," said M artin Raffel, 
associate executive director of 
the Jewish Council for Public 
Affairs. 

Many leaders of Jewish orga
nizations agreed, saying they defer 
to Israel on security matters and 
praising the killing of a ringleader 
of terrorism. 

"There is more consensus 
today because of the nature of 
the issues we're dealing with" -
matters oflsraeli security, not the 
details of peace plans, said Macl
colm H oenlein, executive vice 
chairman of the Conference of 
Presidents of Major American 
Jewish Organizations. 

Hoenlein's group issued a 
news release detailing Yassin's 
commitment to the destruction of 
Israel and H amas' record of sui
cide bombings against Israelis. 

Several Jewish officials 

blasted other nation's leaders for 
imposing a double . standard on 
Israel, noting that while they 
would applaud the killing of 
Osama Bin Laden, they curse the 
slaying ofYassin. 

But even amid the general 
consensus over the assassination, 
debate over larger questions of 
Israeli strategy and policy are 
brewing in the Jewish commu
nity. 

Broader questions, like the 
route of Israel's W est Bank secu
rity barrier and Israeli Prime 
Minister- Ariel Sharon's plan to 
unilaterally withdraw from the 
Gaza Scrip are the issues chat 
will spur debate in Israel - and, 
consequently, among American 
Jewry, said Rabbi Eric Yoffie, 
president of the Union for Reform 
Judaism. 

D espite some concerns over 
the timing of the assassination 
or the price Israeli citizens might 
pay for it, Jewish leaders will be 
"cautious at this time when there's 
a chorus of hypocrisy not to be 
overly critical of Israel," Yoffie 
said. 

At the same time, he said, 
the assassination will make the 
debate over the larger issues "more 
vigorous." 

With throngs of protesters 
marching in Gaza, some might 
intensify the call for Israel's with
drawal, while others might say 
the move gives in to the terror
ists, Yoffie said. Despite the over
all consensus, there were a few 
Jewish groups who criticized the 
Israeli action, including Ameri
cans for Peace Now. 
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Developing A Child's Love For Jewish Life 
Through Music, Art, & Movement 

BIRTH THROUGH FM YEARS AND THEIR FAMILIES 

This class will aid in the development of 
your child's rhythm, language, social, fine 

motor and gross motor skills. You will have 
the opportunity to meet other Jewish 
families while sharing quality bonding 
time with your child and having FUN! 

No prior Jewish 
upcrience necessary! 
Everyone Is Welcome! 

•

'<>\ and Oris,;,.,,.., 
-~ ' ~ 
'& • ~-
t- : n ... 

Classes are located in 
Warwick at Temple Am David 

Registrations are now being accepted for our 
SPRING session which begins April 16th & 18th. 

Classes are held on Friday mornings and on Sunday mornings. 

For more information and to register call TODAY! 
( 401) 463-7944 
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Hamas chief: bombers like Jesus 
The head ofHamas compared suicide 

ombers to Jesus. In an unreleased do~u-
1entary by Isadore Rosmarin, Abdel Aziz 
'.antissi offers a new· rationale for the use 
f children as suicide bombers, the New 
'ork Post reported. The successor to Sheik 
hmed Yassin, killed by Israel last week, 

aid "martyrdom bombers" among Pales
. nian youths "are ready to sacrifice for rhe 
ake of our people," just as "Jesus, peace be 
'lith him, sacrificed for human beings." 

Palestinians favor Sharon plan 
Most Palestinians welcome Ariel Sha

ron's plan for a unilateral Israeli with
drawal from the W est Bank and Gaza 
Strip but don't believe he will carry it out. 
According to a new opinion poll by the 
iPalestinian Center for Policy and Survey 
Research, 75 percent of Palestinians want 
the Israeli prime minister to go ahead with 
his pledge to evacuate most Jewish set
tlements in the Gaza Strip and a few in 
the W est Bank, but only 33 percent think 
Sharon actually will do it. Two-thirds of 
Palestinians see the plan as a victory for 
violence against Israel. According to the 
survey, 58 percent of Palestinians want any 
Israeli move to be coordinated with their 
leaders. 

Senators oppose 
Hague fence hearing 

A total of 77 senators signed a letter 
to U.N. Secretary G eneral Kofi Annan 
opposing the International Court of Jus
tice's hea-ring on Israel's security barrier. 
"W e believe the ICJ should not address 
the legality of the security fence because 
an ICJ opinion on this issue would politi-

World Briefs 

Security up in Jerusalem 
An Israeli border policeman and female soldier keep guard on Jaffa Road in down
town Jerusalem last week. Last week's killing by Israel of Hamas founder Sheik 
Ahmed Yassin in a helicopter missile strike in Gaza City has prompted threats of 
unprecedented revenge by Palestinian terrorists. Amid increased security, army 
troops have been reinforcing police units in the city. Brian Hendler!JTA 

cize the court and could seriously damage 
its reputation and credibility," said the 
letter, sent Monday. The lawmakers said 
the U.N. resolution calling for the hearing 
on Israel's W est Bank fence "was a purely 
political maneuver intended to embarrass 
Israel rather than a serious request for judi
cial oversight of a security problem." 

New bill recognizes 
Jewish refugees 

A new bill in Congress asks the 
United Nations to recognize Jewish refu
gees from Arab lands. "When the Middle 
East peace process is discussed, Pales
tinian refugees are often addressed," said 
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Rep. Jerrold Nadler (D-N.Y.), the bill's 
sponsor. "H owever, Jewish refugees out
numbered Palestinian refugees, and their 
forced exile from Arab lands must not 
be omitted from public discussion on the 
peace process." The resolution seeks to 
have references to Jewish refugees included 
in U.N. discussions of the Israeli-Palestin
ian conflict and asks the White H ouse to 
consider Jewish refugee issues when deal
ing with the conflict. Sen. Rick Santo
rum (R-Pa.) is expected to introduce a 

similar bill in the Senate on Thursday. 

S. African protesters dress up 
as suicide bombers 

Seven children dressed as suicide 
bombers were carried in an anti-Israel pro
test in South Africa. The kids were among 
300 Muslims protesting outside the Israeli 
E mbassy in Pretoria on Sunday against 
the killing of Hamas leader Sheik Ahmed 
Yassin, according to South African news 
reports. One speaker who addressed the 
crowd said, "We know about apartheid 
and many of us here fought against it, 
so why is the government that we fought 
and died for protecting a terrorist institu
tion?" Protesters spat at, jumped on and 
burned two Israeli flags . T he South Afri
can Jewish Board of D eputies called on 
the government to condemn the events. 

More survivor relief 
Some 4,000 Holocaust s~rvivors who 

have not received any compensation may 
be eligible for money. Information is avail
able at www.claimscon.org or by calling 
(646) 485-2021. 

Featuring a wide variety of musical styles, including folk, rock, country, opera and cantorial music - something for everyone!. 
There will also be a special guest appearance by Rhode Island's own Cantor Richard Perlman. 

Sunday, May 23, 2004 
6:00 p.m.- 8 :00 p.m. 
Tickets: $54.00* • $36.00 • $18.00 
*Includes reception with Manny and Kim following the concert. 

Cantor Manny Perlman and Cantor Kimberly Komrad, 
known as the musical duo Manny & Kim have been raising 
the spirits of congregations and audience? throughout the 
United States and Europe for many years. Manny is the 
brother of Temple Am David's Cantor Richard Perlman. 
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lmaginet'he 
possibilities ... 

Holocaust museum 
gets new director 

Camp JCC is . .. quality and tradition ... a nurturing environment that 
encourages personal growth .. . innovative and creative programming . .. 
daily swim instruction .. . field trips and overnights . .. a safe and sensational 
experience that challenges the mind and body. II ,t 
Camp JCC offers infinite opportunities for • • • .,.. 
fun and enduring friendships! Choose from our 

traditional camp, sports or specialty camps .. , ,., "ffl'P 
choose by the week or by the program .. . design \...~ 
a summer to meet your interests. 

JCC 
Traditional Camp: 
Starts June 28 
JCC I: Grades 1-3 
JCC II: Grades 4-7 

Includes a variety of 
activities - arts and crafts, 
indoor and outdoor games, 
cooking, instr uctional 
swimming, field trips and 
more. 

Dance Camp: ,-, JJ ..,_ _.:, Starts: June 28-July 2 
""-" ... ow.a.y & July 5-9 

Grades: K-7 

for Q. broCn'Ure! Arts Camp: 
Starts : July 12-16 401-861-8800 & July 19-23 
Grades : 3-7 

The Jewish Community Center of Rhode Island All camp s meet w eekly 

40 I Elmgrove Avenue 1· 
Providence, Rhode Island 02906-3400 CC 

Visit us at www.jccri.org mode island 

By Marylyn Graff 
PROVIDENCE - Frieda 

Soble has been named executive 
director of The Rhode Island 
Holocaust M emorial Museum. 
Soble was the executive director 
of the Dallas H olocaust M emo
rial Center for 12 years. She suc
ceeds Selma Stanzler, who has 
served as interim director since 
O ctober 2002. 

A teacher at the Solomon 
Schecter Academy of Dallas and 
an administrator at the South 
Area Solomon Schechter Day 
School in Stoughton, Mass., Soble 
earned a master's degree in history 
and Judaic studies from the Uni
versity of Missouri at Kansas City 
and completed graduate courses 
at Yad Vashem in Israel. 

"Her experience as an edu
cator, administrator, and scholar 
bodes well for the museum at 
this t ime of the museum's suc
cessful growth, development and 
ever expanding services to the 
entire Rhode Island community," 
said Arthur Fi.,cler, president of 
the museum. 

Soble has an abiding interest 
in Jewish history, especially the 
H olocaust, its most cataclysmic 
event. She feels strongly that this 
and future generations mu·st learn 
about the Holocaust in order to 
prevent su~h horrors from hap
perung again. 

During her studies at Yad 
Vashem, she traveled to Poland, 
and saw the death camps, where 
she silently observed and paid 
tribute to the suffering that took 
place there. She also toured 
Warsaw and Krakow, noting the 
foriner synagogues and Jewish 
centers that have been converted 
to other uses, since the Jewish 
communities that once thrived 
there are no more. 

Frieda Soble 

To Soble, teaching about the 
Holocaust is an emotional com
mitment. Her plans for the Rhode 
Island museum include bringing 
more of the public into the build
ing, including increased busing of 
school chi ldren, continuing the 
program of speaking to various 
groups, and training new docents 
to conduct tou~s in the museum 
and to reach out to the commu
nity. 

"It is important," she says, 
"for Jewish people to understand 
their history, and even more 
important for non-Jews to know 
what really happened." She dis
counts the importance of those 
who seek to deny the Holocaust 
as prejudiced individuals not in 
the mainstream. It is the larger 
public that she intends to reach. 

Soble noted that one result of 
educating the greater world about 
the Holocaust has been to make 
nations more aware of such con
tinuing tragedies as ethnic cleans
ing in the Balkans and in Africa, 
and to put forth efforts to stop 
them. 

M arylyn Graff is copyeditor at 
the Jewish Voice & H erald 

II SOMERSET ~ 
Wishes You and Your family 

Happy Passover 
.1'-

The Jagolinzer Family 
Quality Automobiles 

for 3 Generations 
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"Celebrations" to hold Israel 
program at Warwick Mall 

WARWICK - "Celebra- arts and crafts, a photo exhibit 
tions: Discovering Jewish Life in and refreshments. 
the Marketplace," a program of The co-sponsor of the event 
the Bureau of Jewish Education will be The Jewish Federation of 
of Rhode Island, is planning a Rhode Island's Community Rela
virtual visit to Israel on Sun., tions Council under the leader
April 18, from noon to 4 p.m. at ship of Rebekah Raz. 
the Warwick Mall. The committee is looking for 

A 15- by 30-foot map of people to act as community vol
Israel, featuring the Rhode Island unteers during the day of the 
partnership region of Afula and program. For information or to 
Gilboa, will be on display. The volunteer, call Robin Kauffman 
program, "A Visit to the Land of at 331-0956 or fax 274- 7982, or 
Milk and Honey" will include a bjeri@bjeri.org. 
"tour" of Israel, music, dancing, 

Ritual objects pottery painting 
workshop planned 

EAST GREENWICH -
The Bureau of Jewish Education 
of Rhode Island will hold a 
hands-on pottery workshop at 
Clayground Studio, East Green
wich, on Thursday, April 15 at 2 
p.m. Participants will be able to 
choose from a large selection of 
pre-made pottery blasts (forms) 
and design and paint their own 
ritual objects. The fee is $5. 

Registration is recommended. 
Contact Robin Kauffman at 
331-0956, Ext. 180 or 

rkauffman@bjeri.org. 
Clayground is located at 5600 

Post Rd. , Benny's Marketplace, 
East Greenwich. Call 884-4888. 

This event is part of "Cele
brations: Discovering Jewish Life 
in the Marketplace" sponsored 
by the Bureau of Jewish Educa
tion and is funded through the 
Endowment Fund of the Jewish 
Federation of Rhode Island along 
with a grant from the Touro Fra
ternal Association. 

Agudas Achim holding 
community seder 

ATTLEBORO - Congre
gation Agudas Achim is holding 
a community Passover Seder on 
Tuesday evening, April 6, begin
ning at 6 p.m. It will include 
dinner and the traditional Seder 
rituals conducted by Rabbi Elyse 
We'chterman and members of the 
congregation. 

The cost is $20 per adult 
and $10 per child, with a maxi-

mum family cost of $60. Chil
dren under 3 are free. 

Congregation Agudas Achim 
is a Reconstructionist synagogue 
serving communities in South
eastern Massachusetts and Rhode 
Island. For more information or to 
make reservations for the Seder, 
contact the synagogue at 
508-222-2243. 

Pawtucket Foundation honors 
Weiss, Mondor, Pawsox owner 

PAWTUCKET - The officer, received the Foundation's 
Pawtucket Foundation honored Person of the Year award in 
Herbert P. Weiss and Ben recognition of his achievements 
Mondor and the Pawtucket Red in augmenting the city's artistic 
Sox at its first annual awards eel- activities, and for his service as 
ebratiori April 1. The foundation an advocate for the arts. Ben 
developed this event as a way to Mondor, owner of the Pawtucket 
recognize individuals who have Red Sox, received the Founda
benefitted from the economic and tion's Heritage Award recogniz
social development of the city. ing the outstanding long-term 

W eiss, the city of Pawtuck- commitment to Pawtucket and 
et's economic and cultural affairs its residents. 
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Brandeis scholar to discuss book at Beth-El 

PROVIDENCE - On 
Tuesday, April 20 at 7:30 p.m., 
Professor Jonathan Sarna of 
Brandeis University will speak 
at Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard 
Ave., Providence. 

He will discuss his newest 
book, American Judaism: A 
History, recently published by 
Yale University Press. The pro
gram is co-sponsored by the 
Rhode Island Jewish Historical 
Association (RIJHA) and the 
Adult Enrichment Program of 
Temple Beth-El. 

Sarna is the general editor 
of the Brandeis series on 
American Jewish history, life 
and culture, and has guided 
the publication of the RIJHA 
anthology, "The Jews of Rhode 
Island," which will be pub

GRAPHIC OF NEW AMSTERDAM from Jonathan Sarna's book 

lished in October. 
Copies of American Juda-

. Agreat place to 
spend Spring 

Break ... so many 

ism: A History, are available at 
a discount and in advance of the 
April 20 program. Call Anne 
Sherman in the RIJHA office, at 

activities to choose from ... 

331-3060, to purchase a copy. 
The program is free and 

open to the public. 

fun-filled field trips - opportunit ies to learn and opportuni
ties to play .. . get together with old pals and meet new ones! 
Enjoy daily sports, recreational games, arts and crafts - let 
your creative spirit flow - swimming, outdoor games - all 
managed and supervised by our own caring, dedicated staff. 
Don't miss out on one single day of fun! We can't wait to 
meet and greet you. 

Camp JCC I 
Camp JCC II 
Dates: 

Grades: K-3rd 
Grades: 4th-7th 

April 5, 8, 9, 14, 15 and 16 

Wow! Check out these field trips ... 
Fenway Park: Visit America's most beloved ballpark 

Battleship Massachusetts: Walk where sailors fought, man the 
guns they used to defend our freedom, or try a Navy bunk. 

Circus Day: With Providence's circus school. 

Coggeshall Farm: See what 18th eentury farming was like 

Open to members and non-members 

CALL NOW FOR DETAILED INFORMATION 
AND TO REGISTER 

401-861-8800,EXT. 147 
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Community 
Symposium set on immigrants, 
neighborhoods in Providence 

PROVIDENCE-A spring 
symposium to explore the 
common experience of successive 
generations of immigrant groups 
in the neighborhoods of Provi
dence will be held from 7:30-9 
p.m. on April 20, 27, and May 2, 
4. 

Neighborhoods like Smith 
Hill have been transformed by the 
unique traditions and values of 
successive generations - a one
time Jewish bathhouse emerges a 
century later as a church. 

Scheduled are: 
April 20 , 7:30 p.m., Temple 

Emanu-El: Welcome and intro
duction, Mayor David N. Cicil
line and the look and feel of 
Providence neighborhoods by Ted 
Sanderson, R.I. Historical Pres
e_rvation and Heritage Commis-
s10n. 

May 2, 2 p.m., Congdon 
Street Baptist Church: African
Americans, Jews, Irish, and 
WASPs on College Hill, a work
shop with historian Ray Rick
man. 

May 4, 7:30 p.m., Temple 
Emanu-El:Thelmmigrant Neigh
borhoods of Providence, panel 
discussion with Albert Klyberg, 
Heritage Harbor Museum (mod
erator); Pich Choeun, Mayor's 
Office of Neighborhood Services; 
Marta V. Martinez, Hispanic Her
itage Committee/ RI ; Lamin Sarr, 
African Alliance of Rhode Island, 
and Melvin Zurier,Jewish Histor
ical Association of Rhode Island. 

The programs are free and 
open to the public. 

Temple Emanu-El is located 
at 99 Taft St. The Congdon 
Street Baptist Church is at 17 
Congdon Street. 

For more information, call 
331-1616. 
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King for a day! 
April 27, 7:30 p.m., Temple 

Emanu-El: The Tapestry of Soci
ety: Immigrants to Providence. 
Keith Morton, Providence Col
lege. 

Nancy Cordeiro, a teacher at the Temple Sinai Nursery School, asks Caleb Radoccia about his favorite 
book during "Fantastic Friday" at the school. Photo by Jonathan Rubin 

fhe Gateway Committee of the 
Women's Alliance of the Jewish Federation of Rhode Island 

Invites yo11 to ... 

warn about eelebrafing !!habbat with your ehildrnn 

Time: 
Where: 

with 

Or. Anne Pr~r Franklin 

10:30 a.m. - Noon 
Jewish Federation of RI Board Room 
130 Sessions St. 
Providence, RI 

,~,,,,~ 

Upcoming BKK Session: 
I~ 

Friday, May 14 , 2004 (Temple Habonim, Barrington) 

For information and directions, contact Lisa Burtan 421-4111, ext. 163 

Hillel to host Holocaust 
remembrance events 

PROVIDENCE - The 
Brown Hillel Foundation has 
scheduled events for the first 
annual Conference on the Holo
caust. On Sunday, April 18, 
the conference will show the 
film Amen, addressing the posi
tive and negative actions of the 
Roman Catholic Church during 
the Holocaust. 

The following day, a Holo
caust survivor, Ernest Michel, 
will speak about his experience 
of the harsh realities of six con
centration camps. 

On Tuesday, April 20, there 
will be a campus vigil in remem
brance of those who perished at 
the hands of the Nazis. 

Finally, the conference will 
end on Wednesday, April 21, 
with a panel of speakers, includ
ing historian Daniel Jonah Gold
hagen, journalist Marie Brenner, 
and Rabbi Michael Paley, to be 
moderated by Brown University 
Professor Maud Mandel. As the 

culmination of the series, the 
panel discussion will be Modern 
M emory: Contemporary Relevance 
if Holocaust Remembrance. All 
events are free and open to the 
public. 

Schedule of Events : 
• On Sunday, April 18, the film 

Amen at 8 p.m. at 80 Brown St. 
• On Monday, April 19, ''A 

Survivor Speaks": Ernest Michel 
at 7 p.m. at 80 Brown St. 

• On Tuesday, April 20, 
Remembrance vigil and service, 
a reading of the names of those 
who perished, beginning at 1 p.m. 
and going to sunset with a service 
just after sunset, on the Campus 
Green of Brown University. 

• On Wednesday,April21, panel 
discussion, "Modern Memory: 
Contemporary Relevance of Holo
caust Remembrance" at 8 p.m. at 
80Brown St. 

For more information, call 
401-863-2805 or • visit 
www.brownhillel .org 

Feinstein Foundation offers 
to match $150,000 

The Alan Shawn Feinstein 
Foundation has offered to add up 
to $150,000 to donations raised 

• by Rhode Island schools during 
this March and April, to fill any 
of their needs. 

If the total raised by all 
schools during this period exceeds 
$150,000, the Foundation's 
SlSo;ooo will be divided propor
tionately among them. 

The Foundatio11 suggested 

that the schools could raise money 
through PT As and student groups 
by holding car washes, bake sales, 
appealing to local businesses, and 
other fund-raising activities. 

The schools must report all 
monies raised from this challenge 
in a letter sent to the Foundation 
during the first week in May and 
will receive a proportionate share 
of Fcinstein's $150,000, by early 
June. 
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Cranston native to head 
R.I. film office 

PROVIDENCE The he has been involved in a variety 
Rhode Island State Council on of film and television projects, 
the Arts has appointed Steven as writer, producer, script analyst 
Feinberg to the position of deputy and second unit director, 
director/manager of the Rhode Feinberg's strongest asset, 
Island Film & according to his 
Television Office. many sup-
Feinberg, a native porters in the 
of Cranston, will Los Angeles 
be responsible for film commu-
attracting feature nity, is his pas-
film s and televi- _.,,_,__ sion for the 
sion programs to Ocean State. 
the Ocean State. One industry 

In announc- vice president 
ing the appoint- describes him 
ment, Randall as Rhode 
Rosenbaum, executive director Island 's "ambassador to Los 
of the Rhode Island State Coun- Angeles." 
cil on the Arts, said, "We are The Rhode Island Film & 
delighted to have someone ofSre- Television Office, a department 
ven's experience and connections of the State Ans Council, has 
to the film industry leading this attracted high-profile directors 
important economic development such as Steven Spielberg (Amis
efforr." H e went on to say that, tad), James Cameron (True Lies) 
"As an Arts Council, we are also and The Farrelly Brothers (Some
pleased to have someone who has thing About Mary) in addition 
the experience and ability to sup- to famous actors like Jim Carrey 
port the work of Rhode Island (Du mb & Dumber) and Brad 
filmmakers." Pitt (Meet Joe Black) to work in 

Feinberg has over 20 years of the Ocean State. 
experience in the television, film The Rhode Island State 
and music industries. A graduate Council on the Arts is a stare 
of Cranston High School West, agency supported by appropria
he went on to study cinema tog- rions from the Rhode Island Gen
raphy at UCLA as well as film era! Assembly and grants from 
and television production at the the National Endowment for the 
University. of Southern Califor- Arts, a federal agency. 
nia Cinema School. Since 1986, 

Photo exhibit on gay families 
to open in Attleboro 

ATTLEBORO - An exhi
bition of Love Makes a Family: 
Portraits of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 
and Transgender People and their 
Families, a touring photo-text dis
play created by the Family Diver
sity Projects of Amherst, Mass., 
is scheduled to be featured at the 
Attleboro Public Library, April 
15-29, sponsored by a number 
of local religious organizations, 

· including Temple Agudas Achim 
in Attleboro. 

Photographs by Gigi Kaeser 
depict a variety of gay, lesbian, 
bisexual, and transgender people 
and their families of all races 
in familiar family settings. The 
photos are accompanied by text 
edited by Peggy Gillespie from in
depth interviews she conducted 
with each family member -

including children like Liza
who speak candidly about their 
lives, their relationsh ips, and the 
ways in which they cope with rhe 
realities of prejudice, bias, and 
intolerance on a day-to-day basis. 

The Attleboro Public Library 
exhibit is sponsored, in part, 
by Congregation Agudas Achim, 
Murray Unitarian Universalist 
Church and The Christian Edu
cation Committee of Second 
Congregational Church. 

Family Diversity Projects of 
Amherst, MA, a non-profit edu
cational organization, created 
L ove Makes a Family as a way of 
helping to combat homophobia. 

For more information, con
tact Abigail Stockman, Murray 
Church, 508-222-0585, or visit 
www.familydiv.org. 

Kornfield at book signing dinner 
PROVIDENCE - Books for reservations and additional 

on the Square is holding a book 
signing dinner with Michael 
Kornfield, author of Table for Two 
in Paris, Wednesday, April 7 
at 8 p.m ., at Kestral Bistro, 123 
Empire St. Call (401) 490-2042 

information . 
Kornfield 's new cookbook, 

packaged with a music CD of 
classic romantic French songs, 
includes recipes from appetizers 
to desserts. 
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Priest leaves bequest to 
Holocaust Museum 
PROVIDE CE - The 

Rhode Island H olocaust 
Museum received a bequest from 
the late Rev. Thomas Trepa
nier, Diocesan director of Cath
olic-Jewish Relations, who died 
D ecember 25, 2002. He chose 
ro remember the museum in his 
will for S5,300. 
From childhood, Father Trepa
nier was fascinated with the his
tory of World War II , and as 
an adu lt he developed a life long 
commitment to the study of the 
H olocaust and rhe historical and 
rheological relationship between 
Judaism and Roman Catholi
cism. For many years he was 
actively engaged in researching 
the history of the Vatican as it 
related to the Holocaust in rhe 
years leading up to and includ
ing World War II. 

Over the last decade of his 
life, he continued his research 

activities in Rome, at the Wiener 
Library in London, at the 
Archives at Yad Vashem in Jeru
salem, and in many other archi
val collections. 

H e lectured on the topic 
of the Vatican and the H olo
caust at Providence College and 
the University of Rhode Island. 
Father Trepanier was a col
umnist for the Providence Vis
itor for many years, writing 
more than 250 columns on bib
lical interpretation and exegesis, 
including numerous articles on 
the Holocaust, the Vatican, and 
Pope Pius XII . · 

A classical pianist, he gave 
recitals throughout the world 
and ar many locations in Rhode 
Island. Father Trepanier 
assumed his Diocesan post from 
Father Edward Flannery, fo r 
whom he had served as assis
tant from 1978-1998. Rabbi 

,1; 
Leave a bequest to The Rhode 
Island Foundation. We'll make 
grants to the causes you care 
about and the charities you 
admire. In your name. Forever. 

Set up a donor-advised fund 
at the Foundation. Take a big tax 
deduction now. And make grants, 
in your name, to any charity in 
the country. We do the paper
work. 

Ask your attorney or tax 
advisor. Or call us. 
Bequest i n your name: $5 ,000 minimum 

Donor-advised funds: $10,000 minimum 

Community 

Father Thomas Trepanier 

W ayne Franklin of Temple 
Emanu-El found Father Trepa
nier to be someone who loved 
peace and pursued peace. 
His gift has been placed in the 
Museum's Endowment Fund so 
that his work on behalf of peace 
and understanding can be con
tinued for generations. 

Kit includes: 
• special invitations to Foundati on events 
• our informative insider's newsletter 
• a how-to guide to setting up your own 

charitable fund 
• the Foundation 's inspiring annual report 

( Visit www.rifoundation.org ) 

--------::===::i:==::=======---------c ..... __ c_a _ll _P a_u_li _n e_a_t _( 4_D _1 )_2_74_-_4_56_4 __ ) 

The Rhode Island Foundation 
Si11cc 1916. Doill[flfood. 111 your 11n111c. 111 perpetuity. 

Ji 
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Mark R. Feinstein to receive 
Israel Bonds Freedom Award 

PROVIDENCE - Mark R. Feinstein, who has 
played a prominent leadership role in both the Jewish 
and secular communities, will be honored with the Israel 
Bonds Freedom Award at a tribute reception scheduled 
for Tuesday, June 8 at 6 p.m. at Temple Emanu-El in 
Providence. The tribute is being held under the auspices 
of the Rhode Island Israel Bonds campaign. 

Rhode Island Israel Bonds Chairperson Susan 
Leach DeBlasio said, "We very much look forward to 
honoring Mark Feinstein at our Rhode Island Israel 
Bonds community event. Mark has been an extremely 
proactive member of the Providence community, and we 
are delighted to have this opportunity to highlight his 
achievements." 

Feinstein began visiting Israel, first as a teenager 
and again later with his wife on a young leadership mis
sion, where he learned first-hand how important Israel 
is to the Jewish people. He was part of a JDC mission 
to Hungary and Romania where he saw Jews who were 
truly in need, all of which influenced his becoming such 
a vital member of the Jewish community. 

H e currently serves on the boards of the Miriam 

Foundation, Bank of Rhode Island, Temple Emanu-El 
and the Jewish Federation of Rhode Island. He is 
president of the Federation, a position he has held 
since 2002, and served as JFRI Campaign Chair from 
1999-2001. In the past, he has sat on the boards of 
Alperin Schechter Day School, the Jewish Community 
Center of Rhode Island and the Bureau of Jewish Edu
cation. He was also the first president of the Rhode 
Island Holocaust Memorial Museum. The president of 
Northeast Management, Inc., Mark owns and operates 
twenty-eight Blockbuster video franchises and is active 
in a wide range of communal endeavors. 

T he speaker at the June 8th event will be Professor 
Raymond Tancer, an adjunct scholar at the Washing
ton Institute for Near East Policy and an adjunct pro
fessor and visiting researcher at Georgetown University. 
A noted expert on international terrorism, Tamer is a 
CBS ews Network Radio analyst and a commentator 
for MSNBC, BBC and PBS News Hour. 

For further information, call Jack M issry at the 
Israel Bonds office at (800) 752-5651. 

On June 25, the Jewish Voice & Herald 
will release it's 2nd Annual 

GumE 10Jewish Living 
in Rhode Island 

ide is a comprehensive resource book of: 

Arts & Entertainment 
Camps 

Party Planning Information 
Social Clubs 

April 2, 2004 

After-school & Day Care Listings 
Agencies & Organizations Food & Dining Synagogues & Places of Worship 

Don't miss this premium opportunity to display your business or service 
to this upscale, well-educated market. 

For details and to reserve vour prime placement call Frank zasloff now. 
401-421-4111, ext. 160 
E-Mail: tzasloff@ilri.org 

g 
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We recognize these future leaders of our country! 
he Education 

Partnership The 2004 Louis Feinstein Memorial Scholars 

MICHAEL TERMALE 
Masters Regional Academy 

BRIANA HOPKINS 
The Prout School 

ALISON VALLESE 
Cranston High School West 

Mount H ope High School 

ALEXANDER RAUFI 
Barrington High School 

SHARALYN LEE 
Feinstein High School 

MELISSA SILVA 
]\fount Hope High School 

CAITLIN LETOURNEAU 
EWG Regional High School 

Woonsocket Area C & T 

"Feinstein Scholars exemplify the highest values of citizen
ship, leadership, compassion, and community spirit. This 
$10,000 scholarship is targeted toward future teachers. The 
applications for the Class of 2005 are now available to all 
high school JUNIORS in all RI schools, libraries, and from 
The Education Partnership website at 
www. edpartners hip. org." 

Keturah Johnson 
The Education Partnership 

"Helping to better the lives of others, regardless of race, creed and color, is the 
greatest of all achievements." 

Alan Shawn Feinstein 
Feinstein Foundation 

Students of PORTSMOUTH, PROVIDENCE, WEST WARWICK and WESTERLY be sure to sign 
up to become RHODE ISLAND SCHOLARS! Ask your district to participate in the 

RHODE ISLAND SCHOLARS program. Other disticts are coming soon! 
Go to www.edpartnership.orgfor more information. 

I 
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Communitv 
Ethiopian Jewry's story told 
through one brave woman 
By Sandra Gandsman 

Editor's note: Sandra Gands
man and a friend recently had the 
opp~rtunity to visit Israel and meet 
an Ethiopian w oman named Mali. 
This is her story: 

Mali Mantasnot arrived in 
Israel with her mother, father 
and eight siblings during the first 
wave of immigration from E thi
opia to Israel in the 1980s. T he 
family had given up everything 
they owned to go to Israel. Mali 
was only three, but she remem
bers walking to the Sudan on foot 
while a younger sister was car
ried on her mother's back. The 
trip took two months. T hey then 
stayed in a refugee camp for two 
years until they were airlifted to 
safety in Israel on secret flights 
in a program called "Operation 
M oses." 

But their hardsh ips were not 
over when they arrived in Israel. 
Ethiopian Jews have had many 

difficulties in adjusting to their 
new life. Today they number 
about 100,000. Most are very 
poor. Many are unemployed or 
employed in low paying jobs, sub
sisting on small pensions allo
cated by the government. T he 
large, extended families are very 
close, and siblings often remain 
at home to help support elderly 
parents. A fter completing mili
tary service, most do not have the 
funds to go on to college. 

Mali was one of the first Ethi
opian Jewish women to become 
an officer in the Israeli army, 
thanks to the efforts of Col. 
(Res.) Sharon Davidovich, the 
present Israeli emissary to the 
New England region of the Jewish 
National Fund. As Col. D avidov
ich explained, "There has been a 
difficult adjustment for Ethiopi
ans coming to Israel: language, 
culture, poverty and a lack of 
education were only a few of the 
obstacles. Then there was the 
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Happy Passover 
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MALI and Pawtucket resident Sandra Gandsman hold tradit ional Ethiopian baskets made by Mali's 
mother. Photo submitted by Sandra Gandsman 

color barrier, along with a feeling 
among the Israelis that the Ethi
opians, with thei r limited skills, 
could only be clerks." 

M ali and her friends real
ized that "something just wasn't 
right" when they entered the 
Israeli army. All of the Eth iopian 
women had been assigned to clerk 
positions. In protest, they went 
to Col. D avidovich, who had 
recently been assigned to Nahal, 
after serving as commander of the 
paratroopers. Nahal, a un it of the 
Israeli army, has a high propor
tion of new immigrant inductees. 
T he Colonel listened to M ali and 
her friends as they pleaded for a 
chance to compete equally with 
the other soldiers. H e met indi
vidually with each one, and saw 
great potential in these young 
women, M ali in particular. H e 
realized that the Israeli army had 
to confront the misconceptions 
about the Ethiopians and to give 
them a chance to excel. 

T he Israeli Army serves as 
more than just a military force 
- it is the one place where every 
young Israeli (minus the ultra
orthodox) comes together and 
learns to be citizens of their new 
country. In addition to basic mil
itary training, values and Jewish 
education are stressed. Intensive 
language courses are offered, 
enabling diverse immigrant pop
ulations to learn H ebrew. In the 
Israeli Army, Mali was given her 
first opportunity to advance. Col. 
D avidovich, recognizing M ali's 
talents, encouraged her to become 
an officer, and eventually, a com
mander. 

Following her successful 
army service, Mali came to 

Mali's parents, Simon and Tova. 

Newton, M ass., for one year to goals," said D r. Violin. M ali now 
help a couple who had adopted receives a monthly stipend from 
a child from Ethiopia. This was Dr. Violin to cover her expenses 
her opportunity to learn E nglish at the preparatory school she is 
and to save money for her dream attending to prepare her for col
of some day attending college in lege entrance examinations. As 
Israel and becoming a nurse. long as she continues her educa-

At an Israeli event in Boston, t ion, Dr. Violin will provide her 
she was surprised to encounter with the support she needs. 
Col. Davidovich, who had just After meeting Mali, we enjoyed 
arrived for his new post with the · a wonderful Ethiopian dinner at 
Jewish National Fund. Delighted her home in Natanya, a city where 
to see him, she told him how a large number of E thiopians live. 
much she wanted to go to college. H er family welcomed us with such 
But tuition and living expenses in warmth and generosity, and we 
Israel were impossible for her to were very touched. 
manage alone, and with her par- There are a number of 01gani
ents unable to work, she was close zations working to help the Ethio
to giving up. pians adjust to life in Israel. One of 

But as luck would have it, these is rnn by D ov Bet-El who lives 
Col. D avidovich introduced her in K iryat Gat where about 5,000 
to Dr. George Violin, a promi- Ethiopiam reside. He can be reached 
nent ophthalmologist with offices in Israel at 972-8-681-1846 or 
in Norwood and Attleboro, who via email at dovbet@OJJ.net. ii For 
just happened to be at the event. information on other programs to 
Dr. Violin, impressed with Mali help Israel, contact Col. Sharon 
and her drive and determination Davidovich at 617-423-0999. 
to study, decided to help her. "I 
wanted to be certain she would 
have the funds to achieve her 

Sandra Gandsman lives i11 
Pawtucket. 
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Communitv 
Sculptor Katz to speak on Holocaust search Singles group 

plans 35+ 
Japanese 
dinner 

PROVIDENCE - Gallery 
401 of the Jewish Community 
Center of Rhode Island will pres
ent the works of Robert Katz 
May 9-29. 

Katz is a professor of art 
at The University of Maine at 
August a. He has exhibited out-

door and installation sculptures 
throughout the United States. In 
addition to Dwelling of Remem
brance: A Holocaust Memorial, 
an outdoor sculpture on perma
nent display in Scarsdale, New 
York, Katz has worked on Peace 
Wall, a project by Seeds of Peace, 

and Fragments of Dispersion, 
an installation at the Charter 
Oak Cultural Center in Hartford, 
Conn. The show of sculptures 
and installations, Small Altars, 
will focus on Holocaust related 
JSsues. 

Katz will present an artist 

Sharon faces pressure to quit 
From page 1 

attorney accused Arbel aides of 
leaking the draft indictment in 
a politica l.ly motivated "medi a 
manipulation." 

It could take Mazuz, "'110 
reportedly co nsiders the case 
against Sharon "margin al," 
months to decide on a cour se of 
action. 

While pledging to cooperate 
with the police inves tigation, 
Sharon con sis ten tly has denied 
wro ngdoing in allegations that 
property developer David Appel 
hired Sharon's son Gilad in the 
hope of obtaining government 
favors. 

Appel is 9.lSpected of p¥f)g 
Gil ad Sharon hundreds of thou
sands of dollar s "'11ile his father 
was foreign minister in the gov
ernment of Prime Minister Ben
jamin Netanyiiu. He allegedly 
hoped that Ariel Sharon would 
use his influence to help Appel 
b\3/and develop a Greek isl and as 
a tourist resort. 

Investigators allege Sharon 
mo/ have illicitly used his influ
ence to help Appel, citing an 
event he held in honorofGreece's 
deputy foreign minister. Sharon 
also is accused of promoting 

Appel's rea l estate interests near and much of the W es t Bank said 
Lod in ce n tralls rae l. it would not be right fort he prime 

Some members of Sharon's minis ter to embark on such a 
own Cabinet, perhap s worn down controver sial course "'11ile under 
by the regular press report s about legal threat. 
the affair, were quick to demand On Mon~, however , 
that Sharon step down ifindicted. Sharon told the Knes se t's Foreign 
"Under such cir cums ranees, the Affairs and D efe nse Committee 
prime minister should resign," that "if the right-wing faction s 
saidinfras tructureMinisterYosef leave the government following 
Paritzky, who se Shinui Party has approval of the disengagement 
fiveofthegovernmenr's 23 port- plan, I will not seek new elec
folios . rion s and will create an al tern a-

"I would expect him, even 
to~, to pl edge that he would 
go home and fight to prove his 
innocence from there," Paritzky 
told Israel Radio on Sun~. 
Other Knesse t members echoed 
Paritzky'scalls. 

A Sharon confidant dis
missed the statements as an 
attempt to undermine the prime 
minister's standing before he flies 
to Washington for a key meeting 
with President Bush on April 14. 
"This is opposition to the dis
engagement plan masquerading 
as a desire for moral probity in 
government," the confidant said. 
Indeed, within the Cabinet, 
right-wing parties "'110 oppose 
Sharon's plans forunil a teral Israeli 
withdrawal from the Gaza Strip 

tive government that very same 
d " o/· 

Yossi Sarid, a legislator from the 
left-wing Meretz Party, called 
Mon~ for Sharon to resign, 
S¥f)g he could not manage the 
country "'11ile fighting to clear his 
name. 

Sarid said Sharon replied that 
"I am functioning as I should," 
the Israeli daily Ha'aretz reported. 
Israeli law does not explicitly 
require the prime minis ter to 
resign if indicted on criminal 
charges. 

But opinion polls indicate 
that a case indicating moral turpi
tude on th e part of Sharon would 
provoke widespread demands for 
him to s tep down . 

Alperin Schechter Day School 
Turning Dreams Into Reality 
JEWISH EAKLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION 

Two GREAT LocATIONS 

PROVIDENCE CAMPUS 
PREK-GRADE 8 

WARWIC~C@1PUS 
PRESCHOOL: 3- YEAR OLDS 

L"i 

LIMITED OPENINGS AVAILABLE 

Building Character, Building Excellence, 
Building l-eaders 

fOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
CONl'A tlTH BERENSON 
DR!CTOR OF ADMISSIONS 

A't '151-2470 

talk on Friday, May 7, at 2 p.m. 
At that time he will present a 
video and slide presentation that 
documents his search for family 
who lived in Poland prior to the 
Holocaust. The video records his 
journey through the Polish coun
tryside, from his grandfather's 
sheet! to a death camp. His 
search began in 1995 and cumu
lated in photographs and video 
of death camps, Krakow's old 
Jewish ghetto, and a small vil
lage where his grandparents lived. 
This talk and reception is co
sponsored by the Rhode Island 
H olocaust Memorial Museum. 

The gallery is open Monday 
through Thursday, 9 a.m . to 5 
p.m.; Friday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
and by appointment. For infor
mation, call 861-8800. 

CRANSTON - Perspec
tives, a social group for young 
Jewish adults, is trying some
thing new for older members. On 
Wednes~, April 21, at 7 p.m., 
the group is holding a 35+ dinner 
at aJ apanese res taurant in Cran
ston. 

Please RSVP to Tavlin, Per
spectives direc tor, by Mon~, 
April 19th at 2 p .m. To receive 
more information about the pro
gram, or to learn more about Per
spectives, call 401-861-8 800x205, 
or e-mail tavlin@jccri .org. 

Coming in May 

As,pteef!(Jf'd 
and we invite you to be a part of it! 

ADVERTISERS .. . don't miss this premiere opportunity 
to get your wedding message to our valued readership. 

Call Frank las/off at 401-421-4111, ext. 160 
or E-mail: fzasloff@jfri.org 
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ON A ROLL - At left, children in the JCC Providence preschool roll out dough 
for matzah last week under the supervision of Rabbi Yehoshua Laufer. Above, 
storytime in Barrington as teacher Nora Kobrin reads with preschoolers Myles 
Alexandre (left), Isabel Portugali and Angelina Goncalves. Photos by Mary Karr. 

JCC preschool at Temple Habonim 
From page 1 

The JCC Barrington pre
school meets five mornings a week 
in the newly renovated class
rooms at Temple Habonirn. It is a 
mixed-age program, from 9 a.rn. 
to noon, with three- and four
year- olds. 

Demographics 
The expansion is in line 

with state and national Jewish 
demographic studies, which show 
an underserved Jewish preschool 
population nationwide. 

The Jewish Early Childhood 
Education Project, a non-profit 
advocacy and educational orga
nization dedicated to putting 
early childhood education on 

the national Jewish communal 
agenda, estimates that approxi
mately 100,000 Jewish children 
between birth and six years of age 
(out of an estimated 700,000) are 
in a Jewish early childhood pro
gram in the United States. 

In Rhode Island, the results 
of a 2002 demographic survey 
funded by the Jewish Federation, 
showed approximately 1,656 chil
dren ages 0-5 live in Jewish 
households, 70 percent of them 
(1,159) children are being raised 
Jewish. H owever, only 15 percent 
of RI Jewish children are enrolled 
in a Jewish preschool or child
care program, the second lowest 
of about 20 comparison Jewish 

communities. 
The quality of a program is 

paramount - the Jewish pre
schools compete with private pre
schools - but location is equally 
important when parents shop 
for preschools, said Richard A. 
Nelson, executive director of the 
Jewish Community Center of 
Rhode Island. "Parents are not 
going to drive a long way for their 
child to attend preschool." 

H e said the pairing of a long
established program such as the 
JCC into satellite sites in the 
outlying areas fills a need the 
demographic studies cite. It is a 
partnership among H abonirn, the 
JFRI, and the JCC. He hopes 

C"?;;he Miriam Hospital 

extends warm wishes for 

1()1'", I 

a joyous Pass over. 

The Miriam Hospital 
A Lifespan Partner 

A Tradition of Healing 

Alan M . Gi lstein, Chairma n 

Kath leen C. Hittner, MD, President & Chief Executive Officer 

Sandra L. Coletta, Chief Operating Officer 

A maior teachillg hospital of Brown Medical School 
I I llll \ I ) 

the JCC can eventually open at a 
West Bay site as well. 

Tuition in the early child
hood JCC programs range from 
!2,176 for the two-day program 
to $4,327 for the weekly pro
gram. 

Each year, tuition for pre
schools creeps up nationwide, 
as they strive to meet the pro
fessional expectations of their 
administrators, teachers and par
ents and the educational stan
dards of accrediting bodies such 
as The National Association for 
the Education of Young Chil
dren (NAEYC), which the JCC 
is in the process of applying for 
accreditation. 

In Rhode Island, the pre
schools . are licensed by the 
Department of Education for kin
dergarten, while the early child
hood programs are certified by 
the R.I. Department of Children, 
Youth and Families (DCYF). 

Preschools are not what they 
were a decade ago, says Sue 
Connor, director of the JCC pre
schools. Early childhood pro
grams are now developmental and 
sequential, with active learning 
centers, offering a wide range of 
activities in a creative environ
ment. They offer what Connor 
calls an "emergent" curriculum 
relevant to a child's age and inter
ests. T he classrooms have mixed 
age groups in a play-based envi
ronment. 

People used to think of early 
childhood programs as caregiv
ers and babysitters rather than 
educators, Connor said. "Brain 
research has shown how impor
tant the earliest years are." 

As a result, parents are edu
cated in what makes a good 
preschool. They want a modern 
facility, with certified teachers 
trained in early childhood. To 
keep a professional staff and 
upgrade or open new facilities and 
expand programs costs money. 

"You can't pay a certified 
teacher minimum wage like pre
schools once did," Connor said. 

Judaic curriculum 
The seven children enrolled 

at JCC-Barrington are a mixed 
group - from Jewish, interfaith 
and one non-Jewish background. 

"We teach Jewish customs, 
values and ethics in a non-judg
mental way," said Foster. 

But, "I tell parents, 'if you're 
corning to the JCC program, 
you're corning to a Jewish pro
gram,"' said Sue Connor, director 
of both the JCC early childhood 
programs. She said about 75 
percent of the children at the 
JCC program in Providence are 
Jewish. 

Last week, the preschoolers 
at the Providence site were roll
ing in dough, thanks to a Chabad 
traveling rnatzah factory. 

Jewish values are introduced 
each month. A rnitzvot tree hangs 
in a 3-4s classroom. Parents write 
in what rnitvah their children did 
at home or in the community. 

So last week, in the Provi
dence program, "Gabe handed a 
Kleenex to a friend whose nose 
was dripping." 

Another child picked up a 
friend's sandwich that had 
dropped on the ground and wiped 
off the grass but advised the 
friend not to eat it. 

Foster is excited about a new 
national JCC curriculum, "Peer 
K. Explorer," the children have 
been introduced to this spring, 
after she and another teacher were 
trained at a national meeting. 
"Through books, music, and role 
modeling, Peer K, our mascot, 
helps us find the answers to being 
good people," Foster said. 

(Upcoming: A visit to Provi
dence H ebrew Day School, a visit to 
The Alperin Schechter preschool pro
gram, which will expand to War
wick next year, and Temple Sinai.) 
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Frompge1 R.I. young leaders rally in Washington D.C. 

UJC AVERAGE JOE: TV personality "Average Joe" Adam Mesh {left) 
answers the call to action by pledging to volunteer his time to the 
Jewish community at the United Jewish Communities (UJC) Wash
ington 14 Conference. Also pictured is David L. Fisher, UJC National 
Young Leadership Cabinet Co-Chair. Pharo by Gideon Boaz. 

From page 1 

It definitely seemed to pay off 
in terms of attendance- the con
ference drew 2,000 Jews between 
the ages of 25 to 45 representing 
Jewish communities in more than 
20 states. UJC is trying to foster 
a new generation of leaders in a 
Jewish world where the median 
age continues to climb, and in a 
world where "organized religion" 
often has the same appeal as a 
coat organizer. 

The event was also an 
unabashed "dating market," and 
the numerous community parties 
(some which even had corporate 
sponsors like Bacardi) were events 
for singles to meet. 

The conference had two 
phases - first to stir the emo
tions and intellects of the attend
ees through educational seminars, 
and second, to focus the passions 
inside an intense day oflobbying 
our elected officials on Capital 
Hill. 

In one of the many breakout 
sessions, Islamic scholar Dr. 
Khaleel Mohammed gave a blis
tering critique of modern Islam 
that hit us very hard, due largely 
to the fact that he is a practicing 
Muslim. Mohammed said that 
modern Islam has yet to come to 
terms with the fact that it is no 
longer a world power, and that 
it still clings to prophecies that 
declare that any land ever occu
pied by Muslims belongs to Mus
lims until the end of time -
including, of course, Israel. 

The lobbying side of things 
was a completely new experience 
for most of our group. Every 
Jewish community had the same 
three issues to lobby on - first, 
Federal increases in Medicaid 
through 2005 (Nationwide, 

Jewish eldercare institutions 
receive as much as 70 percent 
of their operating budgets from 
Medicaid); second, federal assis
tance to increase security in high
risk non-profits , both in the 
Jewish community and outside it, 
and, third , the increasing danger 
oflran's nuclea r proliferation. 

We had three volunteers from 
Rhode Island take these issues to 
the offices of Sen. Jack Reed, Sen. 
Lincoln Chafee, Cong. James 
Langevin and Cong. Patrick Ken
nedy. After a rousing speech 
by Sen. Clinton, scores of us 
ascended the buses and stepped 
out into politico central. None 
of our presenters had ever lob
bied before, but they researched 
their issues and practiced their 
speeches, bolstered by the fact 
that, unlike paid lobbyists, they 
had a vested interest in the issues 
at hand. 

Kennedy and Langevin were 
unavailable, but we spoke to their 
staffers, who were very helpful. 
Reed gave us a good deal of his 
time, and said he unanimously 
supported all of our resolutions. 
H e even spent some time and 
schmoozed with us at the end, 
and we left impressed and ener
gized. 

We arrived late to Chafee's 
office, and found members of 
the 4H club waiting for him. 
To my delight, he took us first, 
and we had a quick audience. 
Chafee's staffers weren't as com
plicit as Reeds, and we received 
some unsatisfying "we'll look into 
it" responses. 

Still, we were light on our 
feet as we left the white marble 
halls of the Russell Senate Build
ing, knowing we, as representa
tives of our Jewish community in 

LOBBYISTS FOR A DAY - Members of th~ Rhode Island Jewish community traveled to Washington for a 
conference for young Jewish leaders. From left: Rachel Siegal, Providence; Leslie Hamilton, Providence; 
Sasha Cervantes, Providence; Deryck Maioli, Johnston; Shana Newman, Westerly; Marina Zaydes, Prov
idence; Brett Lipeles, Providence; and Tavlin Hogan, Providence. Pharo by Jonathan Rubin 

Rhode Island, did a pretty good 
job as political activists. 

The hope of the conference 
was to stir the souls of the attend
ees into public and Jewish com
munity service, so we hope that 

every year new leaders will emerge 
from this trip. The next confer
ence is in 2006. 

The trip was subsidized by 
the Jewish Federation of Rhode 
Island. 

For more information on 
Young Leadership at the JFRI, 
contact Rebekah Raz at 421-4111 
ext. 172 or emai l rraz@jfri.org. 

YARLAS, KAPLAN, SANTILLI & MORAN, LTD . 

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS & BUSINESS CONSULTANTS 

J S PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE THE ADMISSION OF 

THOMAS E. LISI, CPA, MBA 

AS A PARTNER EFFECTIVE J ANUARY 1 , 2004 

RI CHA RD A. KAPLAN, CPA, JD, ABV 

SALVATORE C. SANTILLI, CPA, MST, CVA 

PAUL E. M ORAN, CPA, ADR 

J OSEP H L. ORLANDO, CPA 

JAMES A. S IN MAN, C PA , MST 

THOMA S E. LI SI, CPA, MBA 

STEPHEN B. YARLAS, CPA, JD, LLM 
in memoriam 1962 - 2003 

MYER J ARCHO, CPA 

HAROLD SCHWARTZ, CPA, MST 

27 DRYDEN LANE, PROV IDENCE, RI 2904 T L 40 1.273. 1800 www.yk,smcpa.corn 
l' \ 
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Food 
Deli turns back its prices to mark 50 years of chopped liver, pastrami 
By E.B. Solomont 

NEW YORK QTA)-Over 
the years, the scenery outside the 
2nd Avenue Deli has changed : 
Neighbors have left and the su r
rounding buildings have grown 
taller. 

The deli itself has expanded, 
and its prices have gone steadily 
up over the years. 

But 
t i m e 
see m ed 
to have 
been turned 
back recently 
when the 
New York 

in March 1954, the 2nd Avenue said Rachel , an actress who lives 
Deli has attracted both tourists nearby. 
and locals for whom the tradi- "W e're not a nouveau restau
tional Jewish menu has become a rant," said Steve Cohen, who has 
favorite. been the deli 's general manager 

"Nothing has changed," for 22 years . "We're a place where 
beaming owner Jack Lebewohl you come in and people are glad 
said , presiding over teeming to see you." 
crowds jostling to get inside Started by Abe Lebewohl in 
and waiters hurriedly delivering 1954, the restaurant has been 
steaming soups and sandwiches. owned and operated by Jack since 

his brother died eight years 
ago. 

For the patrons cele
brating a neighborhood 
favorite on Monday, 

City institu
tion , cele
brating 50 
years ofbusi
ness, served 
lunch at its 
1950s prices 

the restaurant epit
omizes an Ameri
can and a New York 
dream. 

THE OWNER of the 2nd Avenue Deli, Jack Lebewohl, celebrates the 
restaurant's 50th anniversary on March 15. Pharo: E. B. Solomonr!JTA 

as a hungry crowd lined up down 
the block and around the corner. 

It was a throwback to another 
era: Sandwiches cost 50 cents, 
potato kn ishes went for a dime 
and a bowl of matzah ball soup 
cost all of 40 cents. 

At one table, the bill for 
four strangers who met in line 
added up to $4. That included 
Stu Richel's "splurge" for a soda, 
which cost 5 cents. 

Steve G luck, 51, a deli patron 
for about 20 years, sa id the food 
only has gotten better with time. 

"I don't eat here often because 
it's too fatty, it's loaded with cho
lesterol," he sa id. But he showed 
up Monday, he said, because he 
likes the "flavor" of the place. 

Inside, the tiled floors and 
photos of celebrity patrons give 
the restaurant a heimishe feel. 

But it was the food that 
But it wasn't just the prices caused some to wax poetic. 

that had patrons lining up in "The pastrami was divine; 
the East Village: Since it opened the matzah balls were heavenly," 

"Abe came 
as an ,mm,- sphere where people don't feel 

" Cohen like they're in a restaurant, but at 
~ran r,,, , 

said . It s a eel- home," Lebewohl sa id. 

ebration of what 
you can do when you come to 
New York and to America." 

Outside, a banner thanked 
New Yorkers fo r 50 years of 
patronage. 

The restaurant's success can 
be attributed partly to a menu 
that has barely changed over the 
decades, decor that is a tribute 
to the past and staff - most of 
whom have risen in the ranks 
from counter boys to wait staff to 
managers - who have been loya l 
to the deli for decades. 

"We try to create an atmo-

EastsideMarketplace 

~ 
Eastside Marketplace is pleased to offer a full line of 

Kosher groceries for your Passover holiday needs. 

Traditional Jewish Foods From 
Eastside Marketplace's Deli 

Knishes, latkes, blintzes, hand-cut smoked sa lmon, cheese noodle kugel , 
kasha & bows, barley & mushrooms, stuffed cabbage, chicken soup and 
matzoh balls, chopped liver, brisket, stuffed white fish and much more! 

•• All prepared foods are Jewish-style and are explicit ly not Kosher/Kosher for Passover" 

There will be no Kosher meat or-fish service on Thursday, April 8. 

Regular Kosher service will resume on Thursday, April 15, 
from 8:00 am-2:00 pm. 

165 Pitman Street, Providence- 401-831-7771 

On an average day, 500 to 
1,000 people might eat at the 
deli. 
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Jewish chaplains send out Seder kits 
This year thousands of U.S. service 

men and women will be unable to join 
their fam ilies and loved ones around the 
Seder table. Reaching out to these iso
lated Jews at home and overseas, JCC 
Association through the JWB Chaplains 
Council is shipping over 2,500 solo Seder 
kits this spring. 

T he solo Seder kit consists of a box 
of matzah, two cans ofkosher-for-Pesach 
chicken matzah ball soup, two cans of 
tuna fi sh, a bottle of kosher grape juice, a 
Hagaddah, and a Passover pamphlet. 

The kits are des igned to enable ser
vicemen and women deployed on ships 
and in remote areas of the world to have 
"a taste of Pesach" when their duties 
make it impossible fo r them to attend 
family or community services. The cur
rent call up in the Middle East has made 
it that m'uch more critical to meet the 
needs of personnel in Kuwait, Bahrain, 

and Saudi Arabia, as well as the many ships 
deployed in the area. "I am worried about 
Pesach because there is so much uncertainty 
about what will be next week, let alone nex t 
month ," said a chaplain stationed near the 
Iraqi border. "In the meantime, I feel like I 
am taking care of our people. I know this is 
where I need to be." 

Shipments went out to Kosovo as well 
as G ermany, Bosnia, Italy, and England in 
the European Theater of Operations; and 
to Okinawa, Japan, and South Korea in the 
Pacific. Chaplain Irving A. Elson, US , 
has been de_ployed to Kuwait from Marine 
Air Station Miramar, Calif. ; Chaplain Ken
neth J. Leinwand, senior Jewish chaplain 
in Europe, will be traveling to Kosovo and 
Bosnia from his home post in H eidelberg, 
Germany. M any dedicated Jewish military 
lay leaders are also making efforts to provide 
Jewish personnel with Passover supplies. 

"M.itzvah of the Month" 

Trading 
Spaces 

Are you inspired by the hit TV show 
uTrading Spaces"? 

Use your creative inspirations 
to help redecorate URl's Hillel House 

IN JUST ONE DAY! 
Sundav, April 25 
Noon - 4:00 n.m. 

URI Hillel 
RSVP required. Contact Addie Lewis 

at 421-4111, ext 162 or E-mail: alewis@jfri.org 
to sign-up for one of four decorating teams. 

DIRECTIONS FROM PROVIDENCE: 
Take 1-95 South to Exit 9 {Rt. 4 So.), follow Rt. 4 to 
Rt. 1 South. Stay on Rt. 1 until the inter~ection of 

Rt. 138 West. Rt. 138 West will bring you to the 
University. Turn right onto Lower College Road. 

Hillel is 34 Lower College Road. 

This mitzvah opportunity 
brought to you by the 

Community Service Committee 
of the Womens Alliance. 

J e wish Fed e ration 
of Rhode Island 

Building Community. Helping Jews in Need. 

Jewish Voice & Herald 
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Chef Walter rpotenza 
presenu hi.s I 8th annual 

Passover 
of the 

ltalia~Jewish Heritage 
Immerse ,ourself into the culinan traditions . . 

of the Italian-Jews and disconr their cont1·ibution 
to the Gastronomy of Italy 

You are invited to Jhare the 
PaJ;so1Jer Tradition with 

Clz<;f Walter at 

Aquaviva 
286 Atwells Avenue 

ProYidence 

Aprtl 7 or 8, 2004 
ReJcn:ations Required 

View menu selection at 
www.chefwalter.com 

Fixed menu - $36 per person 
Tax and gratuity not included 

401-273-2652 
or 

401-273-86'64 
calf/or rerer1 1arion.f 
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Passover 
Passover deconstructed, and contemplated, at JCC 
By Jonathan Rubin - it brings fam ily and friends and, of course, it holds the food. 

The Jewish Community C enter 
joined fo rces with eight other 
institutions, Jewish and secular, 
to use the table as the educa
tional centerpiece fo r its "Pass
over Contemplated" exhibition, 

which ran in both the lobby and 
G allery 401. 

Individual Investors 
Since 1871 

Few things are as central to together around it, it 's the stage 
Passover as the dining room table fo r the retelling of the Exodus, The participating organiza

tions put their creative wits 
together in using a Seder table 
to tell a little bit about Passover 

Stocks CDs 
Mutual Money 
funds market funds 
Bonds IRAs 
Government Tax-tree 
securities bonds 

... and much more. 
Call or stop by today! 

Serving individual 
investors from more than 
8,300 offices nationwide 

Call or stop by today. 

Frederick J. (Rick) Harkins 
Investment Representative 
247 Rochambeau Avenue 
Providence, RI 02906 
Bus 40 1-751-4599 
Fax 877-556-4433 
www.edwardjones.com 

Member SIPC 

EdwardJones 
Serving Individual lnvesrorr, Since 1871 

The Jewish Federation of RI Women 's Alliance 

"Mitzvah of the Month;' 
and 

Alperin Schechter Day School 

"Mitzvah Day" 
bring you 

IPRINC CLEANING 
F~R SUMMER FUN 

Join us for a picnic lunch followed by 
campsite cleanup projects at beautiful -CAMPJQfil,,un,,, 

Sundav, Mav 23 
Noon - 4:00 P.M. 

A great family event! 
Bring your own picnic lunch 

Beverages & Dessert provided 
Bring work gloves if possible 

RSVP by Friday, May 14, to Lisa Burtan at 421 -4111 , ext 163 
or E-mail: lburtan@jfri.org 

DIRECTIONS: From Providence - Take 1-95 South to Exit 9 (Route 
4 South) to Route 1 South. Turn right onto 138 West past URI . 
Turn left onto Route 110 South (Ministerial Road). Turn right 
onto Worden's Pond Road, continue for 2 miles. Camp JORI at 
Worden's Po11d is on the right, 

-eur:lest PROVIDENCE MAYOR DAVID CICILLINE, above, and New Eng
land Israeli Consul General Meir Shlomo helped cut a ceremo-Wishes en 

Passever 
nial ribbon. Photo by JCC 

, A,\ha.nce of the Jewish Federation or-n 
- 'YY\.e-ns 'l .1. \hod 

"\_Y\e '\NO and the e fs/qlzt/ 

. Bureau of Jewish Education of Rhode Island 
invites 1jOU to attend its 5764 

ROSH HODESH SERIES 

Women ofValor: How do th~ relate to our lives? 

APRi y rz-'b 
Date: 
Time: 
Location: 

Thursday, A pril 22, 2004 

T00-9:oopm 
Congregation Beth Sholom 
275 Camp S treet, Providence, RI 

Cost: $ 5, dessert included 
Presenter: Ali.son Rose, Ph.D. 

University ofRhode Island 

April 22 
r lyar 

Topic: "Golda Meir: Mother of a Nation" 

Golda Meir, Israel 's fourth Prime Minister, was 
often asked if she fe lt limited because she was a 
woman . She would respond, "I don't know, I've 
never tried to be a man. " While reflecting her 
direct approach and her sense of humor, these words 
also hold an element of t ruth . This presentation w ill 
examine the l ife of this exceptional woman, focusing 
o n her un ique approach to politics and how being a 
woman influenced her image in the eyes of Israelis 
and the world . 

For more information contact Robin Kauffman , 331 -0956, E-mail rkauffman @ bjeri.org 
or to register for any or all of the programs, return the following information: 

Nam e: __________ Phone: ________ E-mail: _____ _ 

Check enclosed: 

Mail-to: 

0 April 22 

Jewish Federation of Rhode Island 
130 Sessions Street• Providence, RI 02906 
Attn: Rosh Hodesh Program 
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Passover contemplated at JCC 
From page 25 

- and themselves. Fine din
nerware contrasted with papier
mache people, Passover antiquates 
from world-wide Jewish commu
nities (on loan from the col
lection at Temple Emanu-El), 
and artistic displays by students 
and seniors captured numerous 
themes, including the majesty 
of a Seder table , the worldwide 
Jewish experience, social justice 
and Jewish education. 

The idea came from ]CC 
kidspace director Claudia Fiks, 
who had run a similar program 
while working in a JCC in Brazil, 
where she hails from. 

"This is one of the miss ions 
for the JCC... to provide the DANIEL'S KOSHER CATERING used a Tangine (serving dish) to help 
entire community with know!- illustrate a Moroccan Seder. Photos by Jonathan Rubin 

edge of Jewish culture," she sa id. 
"Ir was something di fferent 

and unique ... it got people's at ten
tion." 

T he Providence H ebrew Dav 
School, Na'amat, The Burea~ 
of Jewish Education, the Jewish 
Federation of Rhode Island, the 
JCC, Highland Court Assisted 
Living, the AIDS seder and Dan
iel 's Kosher catering and the 
Jewish Seniors Agenc\' were the 
featured exhibits. The event also 
featured framed arr bv local art
ists, including photographs by 
D avid Lewis and serigraphs by 
Alan Mernick. 

T he JCC hopes to make the 
exhibit an annual event. 

ASDS TABLE - The Alperin 
Schechter Day School setting. 

Photos by Jonathan Rubin 

Jonathan Salinger, Manager 
D eborah Salinger, Loan Coordinator 

Providing expert advice 
on all your home 

purchasing and refinances 

Less Stress. More Choices. 

300 Metro Center Blvd., \Varwick, RI ( 40 I) 736-2250 

... or ( all toll free 1-800-6 l 1-6256 
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Passover 

Best Wishes For A 
Joyous Passover 

FALL RIVER JEWISH HOME 
538 ROBESON STREET, FALL RIVER , MASS 02720 

-~----....... --, Benefits of Living at the 
Fall River Jewish Home 

Friendly Family-like 
Atmosphere 
Religious Services 
Small Enough to Make a 
Difference 
Smoke-free 
Environment 
24-hour Skilled Care 
Rehabilitative Therapy 
Programs & Staff on Site 
Intravenous & Central 
Line Therapies 
Close to Hospitals & 
Medical Arts Centers 
Respite Care Available 

For more informati on or to affange for a personal tour of 
our home. please call Beverly Noiseux. LCS W 

508-679-6172 

Convenientl y located only 
20 mj nutes from Providence 

T 

The High 
Holidays are 

earty this year ... 
plan now 
to join our 

Temple Family 
E M p L E 

~q)am«f 
0I?BNH00SB 

Sunday, April 18th 2004 • 10 a.m.-noon 
Learn, first hand, about our Temple 

from our Spiritual Leader, Cantor Richard Perlman 
and our officers and members 

TPMPLB AM DAVID OFFERS 
• 2-Day per Week Hebrew School 

• Tuition Included with Full Paid Membership 
• Pre-School Program • Jr. Congregation 

• Morning and Evening Minyon 
• Parent Education Workshops 

• Adult Education Workshops ... and much more ! 

Temple Am David 
40 Gardiner Street 
Warwick, RI 02888 

For Directions & Information 
call the Temple Office at 

(401) 463-7944 • or visit us 
on the web at 

www.tem feamdavld .or 

.... A TEMPLE WITH HEART 
IN THE HEART OF RHODE ISLAND 
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Passover 
Happy and Healthy Holidays 
MARVIN WILLIAM LAX & ASSOC. 

How to be a "seder master" 

C OMPLETE FLNANCIAL SERVICES 

Specializing in the areas of Individual & Group 
Life, Disability, Health, Long Term Care Insurance 

Coverages, as well as Investment 
and Retirement Planning 

Marvin Willliam Lax * Ryan Alan Lax 
2346 Post Road, Suite 201, Warwick, RI 02886 

Tel:401-738-2350 

Securities offered through Cadaret Grant & Company, Inc., Syracuse, New York 
Member of NASD/SIPC 

By Jane Ulman 
0TA) - "A service? What 

do you mean there's a service?" 
"How long?" 
"I'm hungry." 

From guests who arrived an 
hour late to guests who rushed 
us through the H aggadah, from 
guests who wisecracked and 
whined to guests who drowned 
their decorative toy frogs in their 
water glasses, last year's seder 
had me wishing the Israelites had 
never escaped from slavery. 

A Great Worldwide Passover Wine Selection .. 
Town Wine & Spirits is proud to announce the arrival of 

an award-winning selection of Passover wines 
from around the world, featuring wonderful Israeli wines. 

Support the Israeli economy and enjoy fine wine 
with your Passover meals. 

Barkan (Israel) 
Cabernet Sauvignon 

Gamla (Israel) 
Cabernet Sauvignon 

Carmel (Israel) 
Cabernet Sauvignon 
Concord Grape 
Brandy "777" 
Slivovitz Brandy 
Sangiovese di Puglia 

Segal's (Israel) 
Chardonnay 
Merlot 

Binyamina (Israel) 
Reserve Chardonnay 

Sabra (Israel) 
Coffee 
Chocolate Orange 

Weinstock (California) 
Chardonnay 
Sauvignon Blanc 
White Zinfandel 
Cabernet Sauvignon 

Hagafen Cellars (California) 
Johannisberg Riesling 
Chardonnay 
Merlot 
Cabernet Sauvignon 
Pinot Noir 

Baron Herzog (California) 
Chardonnay 
White Zinfandel 
Cabernet Sauvignon 

Korbel (California) 
Champagne 

Teal Lake (Australia) 
Chardonnay 
Shiraz 

Alfasi (Chile) 
Cabernet Reserve 
Merlot Reserve 

Barons Edmond & 
Beniamin De Rothschild. 
2000 

Weinstock (Bordeaux) 
Merlot 

Choteau de Tigne (France) 
Anjou Rouge 

Rhone (France) 
Coteaux Du Tricastin 
Reserve 

Fortant (France) 
Chardonnay 
Merlot 
Cabernet Sauvignon 

Bartenura (Italy) 
Pinot Grig io 
Moscato d' Asti 

Manischewitz 
Blackberry 
Cherry 
Malaga 
Medium Dry Concord 
Cream Almonetta 
Cream White 
Cream Red 
Concord Grape 

179 Newport Avenue, East Providence 
401-434-4563 Fax: 401-434-0230 

Delivery Available in Rhode Island • All Major Credit Cards 

"'?uee 1fluee ad- Sµ,ut4, ~ Aa tie ()~ t>t t~ ..1ile" 
A full selection of fine kosher wines in stock all year! 

All of us at Town wish you and your entire family a joyous Passover. 
Elliott Fishbein 

"Let all who are hungry come 
and eat," we recite each year as 
part of the Ha Lachmah Anya 
prayer. But does this obligatory 
invitation extend to unruly rela
tives and my children? 

"I'm not working this hard to 
give a bad dinner party," I told 
my husband, Larry, afterward. 

"Why don't you lead next 
year's seder?" Larry suggested, a 
little too eager to relinquish his 
role. "Tell them there's a new 
seder master in town." 

For good reason, Passover 
is the most celebrated Jewish 
holiday, with, according to the 
2000-2001 National Jewish Pop
ulation Survey, 77 percent of 
all Jews attending or holding a 
seder. 

A complete seder, my chil
dren and relatives will be relieved 
to hear, doesn't mean word for 
word readings of every prayer in 
English, Hebrew and Aramaic. 

But a complete seder, in my 
view, does include the 15 steps 
enumerated in the order of the 
Seder, from the recitation of Kid
dish to the prayer that God 
accepts our service. The goal is 
conduct a seder that will shock, 
awe and engage all the partici
pants. 

"The shock will be when 
no one comes back next year," 
Jeremy, 14, says, fearing an eve
ning of monotony rather than 
magic. 

" o, no," I assure him, "this 
year's seder will be serious and 
fun." 

"Sounds like an oxymoron to 
me," Danny, 12, says. 

"Look, I'll do an opening 
meditation, which I hope will be 
meaningful, and then we'll break 
into 'There's no seder like our 
seder.' " I begin singing it, off
key, to the tune of "There's No 
Business Like Show Business." 

Danny rolls his eyes. 
onetheless, I have devel

oped a four-step plan for seder 
success: 

• From a 17-page bare-bones 
Haggadah to a 100-page version, 
with a 300-page leader's manual, 
the possibilities are limitless. For 
a test run for our family, I have 
compiled a personalized, mid
range version, cutting and pasting 
passages that I find meaningful, 
appropriate and entertaining. 

I have selected a new 
Haggadah, "My People Were 
Nomads," written by our friend 
Peter Levitan. The Haggadah, 
on CD-ROM, is comprehensive, 
adaptable and color-coded to 
mark core readings, optional read
ings and rituals, quotations and 
discussion questions and various 
customs from Jewish communi
ties around the world. It also 
includes children's puzzles and 
games, songs and music and reci
pes. 

• I have talked to members 
of my immediate and extended 
family, explaining my desire for 
a respectful seder. I have asked 
them to arrive on time, partici
pate, regroup after the meal with
out complaining and keep their 
frogs out of their water glasses. 

• I have allocated assign
ments ahead of time and dis
tributed them to the_participants. 
Additionally, my mother-in-law, 
the sole tune-carrier, will be the 
song master. I have learned to play 
"Dayenu" and "Eliyahu Hanavi" 
on the piano. Jeremy will accom
pany me with his bass guitar. My 
stepfather will relate his family's 
personal Exodus from Eastern 
Europe. Gabe will read a poem of 
his choice about freedom. And I 
have orchestrated a surprise visit 
from Elijah. 

Jane Ulman is a freelance writer 
in Encino, Calif She is the mother 
of four sons. 

Pawtucket, RI 
Open: Mon. - Fri. 9:00- 4:30- Sat. 10:00-2:00 

Offering the largest selection of books in the state. 

Just Arrivea: 
Huge selection of 

new., beautiful yarns! 
Directions from South: Rt. 95 north to Exit 26 -at first traffic light turn left 
onto Lonsdale Ave. Turn right at 2nd traffic light onto Weeden St. - turn left at 
1st traffic light onto Conant St. Bear right to #225 
Directions from North: Rt. 95 South to exit #30. turn right at 2nd traffic light 
onto Central Ave. (Central Ave. becomes Cross St.) Follow to the end. Turn 
left onto Pine St., then 1st right onto #225 Conant St. 

-• 
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Looking at College Through a Jewish Lens 
On Sunday, May 2nd , the 

Bureau of Jewish Education of 
Rhode Island will be offering a 
program for teens and their par
ents entitled, Looking at College 
Through a Jewish Lens. 

The focus of the program 
will be to provide an insight into 
the college search process as well 
as provide families with impor-

tant questions that relate specif- Looking at College Through 
ically to Jewish life on campus. a Jewish Lens will be held at 
The program will feature Rabbi 7PM at Temple Beth-El in Prov
Elyse Winnick, Assistant Direc- idence. 
tor of Koach, the Conservative For more information, con
movement's college outreach pro- tact Rich Walter, D irector of 
gram, and a panel made up of Teen Education, at the Bureau of 
Hillel professionals, college stu- Jewish Education of Rhode Island 
dems, and current high school at 331-0956 or 
seniors. rwalter@bjeri.org. 

May this Passover be a 
Celebration of 
Peace in your home, 
Joy in your heart and 
Love of friends and family. 

Rolfe Square, Cranston, Rhode Island 
On the web at www.tourofraternal.org 

Gooc), no, GREAT PESA CH! 

j_ 

Hand-made Seder and Matzo Plates and other fine Judaica 

Shown: Fused glass by Beam.es Designs! NY 

J. VV. GRAHA~ 
26 Brown Street •Wickford, RI • 4 01.295.0757 

,.._ __ -=-=";;;;-;;;... __ ___,,, ~ ________ u_c:_,_.,_·,_o_v_r_r ____ __::...._.:.:___. 
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Wishing You & Your Family 
A Happy Passover 

Passover 

LGC&D WEALTH MANAGEMENT, LLC 

Jerrold N. Dorfman. CPA/PFS 
LGC&D Wealth Management. LLC 
10 Weybosset Street. Suite 700 
Providence. RI 02903 

A Registered Investment Advisor 

Tel: 401421-4800 • Fax: 401421-0643 
1-800-927-LGCD • www.lgcdwealth.com 

Happy Passover 
from 

(1{W THE 'J\/gw HERALD PREss 
./ ~L Commercia[Printers &Pu6[isfie.rs 

Pu6[isft.er of tfte wt Proviaence Post ana Seef;pnf;_Star 

99 Webster Street 
Pawtuc'ket, Rl 

Ph. 401-724-0200 

Fax: 401-726-5820 

Remember 
Search for Chometz - Sunday night, April 4 

Fast of Firstborn - Monday, April 5 

Monday, April 5 
Providence time only 

Eating of Chometz: until 10:30 a.m. 
Burning of Chometz: until 11 :30 a.m. 

Passover begins: 

Passover ends: 

6:55 p.m. 

Tuesday evening 
April 13 at 8:20 p.m. 

Providence time only 
Monday, April 5: ............. 6:57 p.m. 
Tuesday, April 6 ............. after 8:05 p.m. 
Friday, April 9 ................. 7:02 p.m. 
Sunday, April 11 ............. 7:04 p.m. 
Monday, April 12 ............ after 8:10 p.m. 

For a complete guide, 
contact Chabad at 401-273-7238 

4V1-/J~-L:l:IV 



r 
28 l!ewish Voice & Herald April 2, 2004 

Passover 
Black South Africans and Jews learn about freedom in seder film 
By Moira Schneider 

CAPE TOWN (JTA) -
over seder, but viewers tuning 
into South African television on 
April 11 could well be forgiven 
for making that mistake. 

"Lights, came(a - action!" is not 
the usual opening to the Pass-

~~~~ 
Patriot's Day I 

Antiques Show & Sale 

Monday, April 19, 2004 
11am - 4pm 

Venus DeMilo Restaurant 
Route 6, 

Swansea, MA 

Early buyers preview 
10 am - $10 each 
Admission $5 each 

I With this ad - admit two at $4.50 each I 

UNFORGETTABLE FUN, 

INCOMPARABLE 

SURROUNDINGS 

beautiful, newly developed campus 
• 72-acre site 
• magnificent waterfront 

• sailing, canoeing, kayaking 
• spacious cabins 
• comprehensive programming 

• expansive rec hall 

• sports fie ld s and courts 
• dining hall with an inspiring view 

• two swimming pools 

• protected environment 

• high ly ski lled, caring staff 
• warm, friend ly atmosphere 

• family feeling Located in 

O V ERNIGHT CAM P: Wakefield, RI. 

TWO FOUR-WEEK 

SESSIONS, 

GRADES 2 - 10. 

Kosher dietary 
laws observe d . 

D AY CA M P: 

FOUR TWO-WEEK 

SESSIO N S, 

AGES 6 TO 9 . 

FOR REGISTRATION INFORMATION CONTACT: 

Camp JORI, 2 29 Waterman Street, Providence, RI 0 290 6 

CALL: 4 01 / 52 1-2655 

O R: Camp Director Ronni G uttin at 401 / 7 8 1-3016 

W EB: WWW.CAM P JORI.COM ACCREDITED 

E-M A IL: CA M PJORI @HOTMAI L.COM • 

• ~ ® 

CAMPJORI A!?E!i 
ON WORDEN'S POND 

They'll see a seder with a 
uniquely African twist. 

JeanetteJegger, 28, wrote and 
directed the 24-minute documen
tary, "An African Pesach," with 
an eye toward the fact that this 
year's Jewish festival of freedom 
coincides with the 10th anniver
sary of South Africa's transition 
to democracy. 

In light of that coincidence, 
] egger sought to take · Passover 
"out of the realm of the tradi
tionalJewish family," and tell "the 
story in a way that was more rel
evant to a wider audience." 

]egger did so by filming a 
seder run by Tikkun, the Jewish 
community's umbrella outreach 
initiative, with Jewish and black 
South African high school stu
dents. 

"It provides the perfect 
opportunity to reflect on Jewish 
freedom and the reality of where 
we, as the South African Jewish 
community, are now," ]egger 
said. 

Nozipho Gqomo, 16, a stu
dent from the black township 
school of Langa High, said the 
experience resonanted with her 
own path to freedom. 

"I thought that we were the 
only ones who suffered," she said, 
referring to apartheid-era Sourh 
Africa. 

"But now I acknowledge rhat 
rhe Jews experienced tremendous 
suffering, roo." 

]egger, a graduate of the Her
zlia Jewish day school, made the 
students the stars of her docu
mentary film. 

Nosiba Nyovane, 17, another 
student from Langa High, has 
been parr of Tikkun's personal 
development programs at her 
school for three years. 

"I th ink rhe African Passover 
celebration is a great idea because 
it brings us together as a family," 
she rold JT A. 

Nosiba said that in bringing 
together students from rural and 
urban areas and helping them 
relate to each other, Tikkun has 
helped her learn and become a 
role model for the younger chil
dren she mentors in the group's 
Student-for-Student program. 

Jenni Davidson, a Herzlia 
high school srudent who is one of 
the stars in the film along with 
Nosiba, said filming the model 
seder was a brilliant idea. 

"Like osiba said, we've borh 
come from very different cultural 
backgrounds and it's very inter
esting to see another perspective 
of Pesach," Jenni said. 

For schoolmate Amanda 
Stein, the Passover film was a 
learning experience. 

"I've seen today how rhe girls 
from Langa High have reacted 
to the different customs that we
have and this has made me stop 
and appreciate th ings that I take 
for granted," Amanda said. 

Kerbel says rhe documentary 
is an important educational tool. 
"The trouble is that we some
times ger stuck in ritual - we 
follow the letter of the law but 
we don't stop to think about it," 
he said. The film helps people 
think about Passover customs and 
meaning, he said. 

"In Judaism, the process of 
kavanah - thinking, meditating, 
understanding- is so important, 
and what is amazing is that one's 
seder after an exercise like this is 
so much more meaningful." 

He added that the cross-cul
tural element of the African seder 
was "just great." 

"One can become very jaded 
with one's own perspective -
you just do it because that's the 
way you've always done ir," Kerbel 
said. "When somebody comes 
with a completely fresh outlook, 
enjoys it and asks questions which 
one has forgotten to ask, it com
pletely freshens it up and makes it 
more interesting." 

"The whole concept of Pesa ch 
is freedom, but, despite 10 years 
of democracy, are we truly free 
today?" a rabbi asked. "Despite 
our political freedom, we still 
have language barriers and we're 
not free because of AIDS and 
poverty." 

How else was this seder di f
ferent from all other seders? It 
probably was the only one that 
ended to the rhythm of African 
drumbeats. 

Assisted Living. 
Providence's Best 

l(ept Secret 
Zelda Tepper always wanted to give her children the best. 
Now, Zelda has memory care challenges and her children 
are determined to give her .the best. 

Zelda was living in an independent communi ty and was nor 
R esident, nnd her receiving the care she needed as her memory loss progressed. 
daughter, Rosalie Her daughter, Rosalie Goldman, researched options and 

discovered EPOCH Assisted Living and its BRJDGES® Program 
for memory care. Rosalie and her brod1er, Larry Tepper, visited and knew immediately 
BRJDGES would meet their mother's every need: superb care, an experienced staff, active 
social scene, lovely surroundings. 

Rosalie is reassured she really has given her mother the best. "EPOCH is truly a gem .. I'm 
so glad we discovered it! Now Providence's 'Residence of Choice for Seniors' is my 
residence of choice ... a place where enriching experiences happen every day," says Rosalie. 

~ 
JE:PO<C]H[® 

on Blackstone Boulevard 

Blackstone Boulevard East Side 
353 Blackstone Boulevard • Providence, Rl 

Call Arlene Nihill • 401-273-6565 
One Buder Avenue • Providence, Rl 
Call Michele Babbitt• 401 -275-0682 

The R esidence of Choice for Seniors 
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Four questions and the Final Four 
Judaism and the distractions of sports 
By Eric Fingerhut 

WASHINGTON (JTA) -
As I filled out my NCAA tour
nament bracket last week, and 
made the annual pick of my 
beloved Duke Blue D evils as the 
winner, I noticed the date for this 
year's championship game. If the 
Dukies make the finals, I won't 
be wat~hing the game at a sports 
bar or hanging out with my fellow 
Duke alums. 

No, I'll be with my family 
singing D ayenu and dining on 
gefilte fi sh and matzah ball soup. 
This year, the best M onday of the 
year for college basketball fans is 
also the first night of Passover. 

The intersection this year 
between Passover and "March 
Madness" is not unprecedented. 
Indeed, it has happened pretty 
regularly in the past 15 years. 
Back in 1991, when I was a stu
dent in Durham, N .C. , one of the 
most memorable games in tourna
ment history - Duke's semifinal 
upset of undefeated , defending 
champion University of Nevada, 
Las Vegas - occurred on the 
second night of Passover. 

I did not attend a seder that 
night - no one ever went to a 
seder on the second night in col
lege. It was difficult enough put
ting together one holiday meal. 

But I munched on Passover 
brownies while watching the 
game and avoided beer while cel
ebrating the win (and Duke's 
championship game victory two 
days later). 

Three years later, when Grant 
Hill and Duke faced Glenn Rob
inson and Purdue, the 6 p.m. 
tipoff coincided with the start of 
the seder. 

NORMAN I. TOBIN 
Mum-MIWON DOLLAR PRODUCER 

24 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

Office: 401-738-1130x17 

Home: 401-884-6426 

E-mail: sales@remastersri.com 
1313 JEFFERSON BOULEVARD 

WARWICK, RHODE ISLAND 02886 

[B, .. ,_, 
Ml! ... ..,,,. 

It may not be halachically per
missible, but I watched the tape 
when the seder was fin ished. 

And back in 1993, when 
Duke's archrival North Carolina 
played Michigan in the champi
onship game on the first night of 
Passover, I saw only a few min
utes of the game. 

Once in a while, the National 
H ockey League playoffs also fa ll 
during Passover. That's not the 
case this year, but it would not 
have been a problem for the lowly 
Washington Capitals anyway. 

In fact, last year's playoff 
game at MCI Center on the 
first night of Pesach - during 
which Jewish Capital Jeff H alp
ern and the rest of the team 
apparently played as though they 
really would rather have been at 
a seder - contributed to Cap
itals owner Ted Leonsis' purge 
of high-salaried players from the 
team this winter. 

A fter the Caps lost their 
first-round playoff series in a 
triple overtime game on Easter 
Sunday, Leonsis blasted Wizards 
and MCI Center owner Abe 
Pollin fo r an arena schedule 
that fo rced the Caps to schedule 
games on two major religious hol
idays. Neither game came close 
to selling out, and Leonsis said 
he would re-evaluate how much 
money should be spent on the 
team. 

So should these events be 
scheduled on major Jewish holi
days ? If the NCAA and NHL 

want the highest possible atten
dance and television ratings, then 
one would think they would pay 
attention to the Jewish calendar. 

A couple of years ago, I recall 
some New York politicians urging 
Major League Baseball to change 
the date of a playoff game because 
it fell on Rosh H ashanah or Yorn 
Kippur. 

H ow silly, I thought. Not 
only does never playing the World 
Series on Yorn Kippur deprive 
Jewish fathers of sharing with 
their young sons the most con
vincing argument ever on the 
importance of Yorn Kippur -
that Sandy Koufax refused to 
pitch a game because it fell on 
the D ay of Atonement - it also 
skews our priorities. 

& Company 
Real Estate Sales 

Hands-On Services 

696 Reservoir Avenue 
Cranston, Rhode Island 029 10 

401.275.2050 xl4 
"'40 1.464.4797 

, • .,unindy@brucelane.com 

Mindy Kaplan Lane 
PRIN CIPA L 

P ~ssovcr Grcctittgs! 
FROM ... 

EAST SIDE 
PHARMACY 

632 Hope Street, Providence• 751-1430 • Fax 454-8096 

.t . .r fRA 1)1r10~ ; ".r 
PASSOVER WINE SALE 

Serving the East Side for over 30 years • Providing Kosher Wines 
for Passover to Jewish Families throughout the State 

CHOOSE YOUR FAVORITE WINE FROM OUR 
KOSHER-FOR-PASSOVER SELECTION, INCLUDING ... 

WEINSTOCK CALIFORNIA VARIETALS: Merlot, White Zinfandel 
CARMEL ISRAELI VARIETALS: Concord Grape, Merlot 

MANISCHEWITZ: All your favorites in stock! 
GAMLA: Cabernet, Merlot • ALFASI: Cabernet, Merlot• ALFASI RESERVE 

HERZOG: Cabernet, Me riot, Chardonnay 

TAKE YOUR BUBBE'S DISCOUNT 
BUY 12 BOTTLES OF KOSHER WINE ... 

GET AN EXTRA 10% OFF! 
OR ... Buy 6 Bottles of Kosher Wine 

Get5% OFF 
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Passover 

State Representative 
Edith H. Ajello 

'kJi,UieJ, ./Ill 
Jl<if-21-Uf p~ 

!RESHON! 
Boot your computers and plug RESHON in your 

search engine. You will be surprised at what you 
find and what you can order! 

Prices for our custom hand-crafted 
custom wooden Judaica 
have never been so low. 

When it comes to insurance, you want good advice. 
At Brier & Brier our reputation backs up our advice. 

We work to make it clear, concise and of value. 
That's why we're known for giving 'good advice.' 

Call Milton or Jeff today. 

Brier & Brier 
One Richmond Square • Providence • Rhode Island • 02906 

401 -751-2990 



I 
30 Jewish Voice & Herald 

Health 
ASSISTED LIVING RESIDENCE & NURSING HOME 

1\11:a'.ke the r!lec is ion to keep y ou!I' inrle jpende n ce, 

yom· vih!l'ancy, a nd yom· love of life . 

(40Jl) 272-5280 

TOCKWOTTON HO·ME 
Opening Doors To Ind ependen ce Si nce 1856 

75 EAST STREET • PROVIDENCE, RI 02903 
V isit u s on the w eb at: www.tockwotton.o rg 

Joseph C. Ellerin 
Doctor of Acupuncture 

announces the expansion of his 

Pain Clinic 
to 

295 Angell Street 
Providence, Rhode Island 

Dr. Ellerin has been in practice for 15 years, and 
uses Acupuncture, Chinese Herbs, Homeopathy, 
and Craniosacral Therapy to treat a range of 
disorders, which include: 

Arthritis Neck & Shoulder Pain 
Back Pain Fibromyalgia 
Migraines Knee and Leg Pain 

For more information, call 401 -783-WELL (9355) 

66 Main Street 
Wakefield, RI 

295 Angell Street 
Providence, RI 

"I lost 86 pounas ana 64 inches." 
-Wes 

';ued o«t ~ u,e, a,ie_ tk fa4.t 

~~~~'tteue,r,Hed/ 

•CUMBERLAND 
334-9672 

•CRANSTON 
463-3873 

•E.PROVIDENCE 
435-6701 

•PORTSMOUTH 
683-1295 IYeitfMtP:Mlr lY~ 

1 - 8 0 0 - WE I G HT LOSS 11 -soo.934.44esJ 

www . bhwlw.com B.J. Quillon, Area Manager 
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Consumers buy drugs from Israel 
ATLA TA-The increas

ingly prevalent - and question
able - practice of obtaining 
federally approved drugs from 
online business brokers is spilling 
over into the Jewish community. 

Over the last several months, 
companies that procure dis
counted prescription medications 
from Israel and other foreign 
countries have placed adver
tisements in Jewish newspapers 
and sent promotional material 
to Jewish membership organiza
tions, proposing to offer the public 
a way to support Israel 's economy 
while also saving money. 

In turn, consumers who rely 
on a heavy volume of medication 
to treat chronic conditions includ
ing high blood pressure, depres
sion and diabetes are flocking to 
the Web sites to purchase their 
drugs and support small busi
nesses. 

"It's depressing enough 
having to be on something for five 
years. I feel better knowing it's 
from Israel, "said Janice Epstein, 
51, a breast cancer survivor who 
lives in Columbus, Ohio. She 
purchases Tamoxifen, used to 
treat advanced breast cancer, from 

Pharmacy International lying medical condition before a 
(pharmintl.com), a evada-based pharmacist fills the prescription. 
company that procures drugs A 90-month supply, the maxi
from wholesale distributors and mum that can be imported into 
drug store chains in Israel, Spain, the United States by an individ
Sri Lanka, England and Canada. ual for personal use only, is then 
The former New Yorker learned shipped to the customer. The 
of the Israeli option through an average shipping price is $15. 
advertisement in the New York Returns are accepted without 
Jewish Week. question, but since it is illegal to 

"I asked my,, doctor_ ab,?ut it resell drugs, unused, sealed med-
and he said sure, she said. ications are donated to clinics and 

Drugs sold overseas are often physicians serving indigent pop
cheaper than those sold in the ulations. 
United States because govern- While Pharmacy Interna
ments in other countries either tional orders drugs from chains, 
regulate the price of drugs or and in many instances has made 
negotiate those prices with phar- deposits up front so that the 
maceutical companies. pharmacies will fill their orders, 

For the most part, the com- MagenDavidmeds.com is work
panies - Pharmacy lnterna- ing directly with Israel's indepen
tional, MagenDavidmeds.com, dent drug stores. 
Isrameds.com, and a plethora of "In this way, we're supporting 
others - operate in a similar small businesses, keeping them 
manner. Customers mail or fax al ive, generating tax revenue for 
their prescription and medical Israel," said Jacobson, a Toronto
information to the provider, who based entrepreneur who holds 
in turn sends the prescription to a dual Israeli and Canadian citi
participating licensed pharmacist zenship. 
abroad. So far, 20 pharmacists have 

In Israel, by law a doctor agreed to fill prescriptions for 
must first approve the prescription . MagenDavidMeds.com. Jacob
based on the customer's under- son is hopeful hundreds more will 

sign on. 

Cancer Information Additionally, Jacobson plans 
to employ couriers to bring pack
ages to the post office, and in 
this manner, create jobs. "I want 
to help the Israeli economy," he 
said. "I'm not hiiling that we're 
for profit, but we're spreading the 
wealth. It's really exciting." 

at Your Fingertips 
At www.ricancercouncil.org you'll find all the information you need when 

you or a loved one ~ave questions about cancer. 

And if you'd rather speak to one of us, call 

728-4800 or toll free, 866-479-4100. We're 

Rhode Islanders helping other Rhode Islanders 

and our services are free. 

~~, . 

O~ .j 728-4800 
~~- 866-879-4100 toll free 

Arvin Glicksrnan. MD 
Executive Director 

249 Roosevelt Ave. 
Pawtucket. RI 02860 

~W1(~k 
'M,k~-up tuph~ri, 

Exclusive Paulo Dorf ·make-up event. 
National Make-up Artist & Best of Boston Winner 

Lisa 1JeCohert 
Showing new Spring looks - 2 days only! 

April 16 & 17 
Book yo1J appointment today!!! 

1G ~e>uth ;fm~elJ. ~t. 0 1>r~idence O 2'Vf-(j099 

Despite these altruist ic inten
tions, the practice has also been 
met with skepticism. 

Tom Glaser, the Southeast 
region president of the American
Israel Chamber of Commerce, 
says he received information on 
Isrameds.com six months ago, 
but felt it was "not something 
we could get behind, "because of 
questions the chamber had about 
"quality and legitimacy." 

Likewise, he is not yet 
throwing his support behind 

Continued on next page 

Body and Soles 
Healing Touch, 
Reiki & Refle.'<ology 

Gayle Brezack 

The Gift of Health 
for Body, Mind, Spirit 

Deeply Re/a:,;i11g 

Reduces Stress 

Creates Balance 
\Vitbin t/J£' Body 

Promotes Self-HeaUng 

ReUet•es Pain 

Warwiek and Narragarise", RI 
401-524-845, GayleObody-arid-soles com 
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Consumers 
From facing page 

MagenDavidMeds.com, from 
which he received a letter last 
week. As part of its marketing 
effort, for every order that comes 
from members of an organization 
that signs up as an "affinity part
ner," the company will give back 
five percent to that organization. 

"I'd have to look into it," 
Glaser said. "I wouldn't do it 
without scrutiny. You'd have to 
prove to me that this is really ben
efiting the Israeli economy and 
it's not just a pass through." 

Glaser suggests consumers 
visit www.buyisraelgoods.com for 
a list of U.S. retailers that sell 
Israeli products, including an 
extensive Southeast section. 

Pharmacists, who are losing 
business to alternative pharmacies 
(last year an estimated 2 million 
prescriptions were filled outside 
the United States), are mostly 
strongly opposed to offshore pre
scriptions. 

"My reaction is it's illegal," 
said Mitchel Rothholz, a Wash
ington, D.C. pharmacist who is 
the vice president for profes
sional practice at the American 
Pharmacists Association, repre
senting more than 50,000 phar
macy industry professionals in the 
United States. 

The Bush administration, 
however, is not currently enforc
ing the law. 

"You'd have to stop it at the 
borders," Rothholz said. "They're 
not doing it." In the last two years, 
the online pharmacy trade out of 
Canada amounted to $2 billion 

annually, according to Jacobson. 
In addition, purchasing drugs 

from an unknown entity "is risky," 
Rothholz said. "You aren't actu
ally seeing the pharmacies these 
drugs are coming out of. There is 
no inspection. "Furthermore, he 
added, customers lose an "essen
tial" relationship with their local 

Senator Lincoln Chafee 

pharmacist when they purchase 
medication via telephone or the 
Internet. 

"With medications becom
ing more powerful, patients need 
someone they can talk to. Chronic 
and acute medications need to be 
kept in a central database to avoid 

Health 

risky drug interactions." 
There are other ways to sup

port Israeli entities, he says. 
"Teva is one of the largest 

generic manufacturers in the 
world. When you go to your phar
macy, ask if there is a generic 
drug made by Teva that is avail
able for you." 

HAPPDASSOVER 

The law that allows an indi
vidual to import a 90-day supply 
of medication is intended for 
products that are not available in 
the United States, he says. 

Wishing You & Your Family 
A Happy Passover 

Paid for By Lincoln Chafee for U.S. Senate 

State Senator 
Rhoaa Perry 

The Rhode Island Jewish Film Festival is a 

·partnership of the Jewish Commun ity Center 

of Rhode Is land and the Bureau of Jewish 

Education of Rhode Island, in cooperation 

with the Rhode Island Holocaust Memorial 

Museum, Brown Hillel , and the Ivy Film 

Festiva l of Brown University. 

The Rhode Island Jewish Film Festival 

is made possible by a generous grant from 

an anonymous donor. 

The appearance of 

Harvey Pekar is presented 

through the Brown Hill el 

Foundation and the 

Ivy Film Festival at Brown 

Un iversity. 

Tickets 

$8 general admission 
($7 Fiddler on the Roof) ; 
$5 seniors and students. 

Seating is not assigned. 
Seats are limited, so 
advance sa les are recom
mended. 

For further information, 
go to www.jccri.org 
or www.bjeri.org, or ca ll 
861-8800 or 331-0956. 

American 
Splendor 

THURSDAY, APRIL 8 
7:00 PM 

AYON THEATER 

260 THAYER STREET 

PROVIDENCE 

American Splendor is the 
true saga of working-class 
Everyman Harvey Pekar 
(played alternatively by 
himself and actor Paul 
Giamatti) and hi s search 
for meaning and love. 

CELEBRAT IN G THE RICHNESS AND DIVERSITY OF JEWISH LIFE 

An Evening with 
Harvey Pekar 

SATURDAY, APRIL 10 

9:00 PM 

BROWN UNIVERSITY 

SALOMON 101 

THE COLLECE CREEN 

PROVIDENCE 

Harvey Pekar, whose 
autobiographic comic 
book is depicted in the 
film American Splendor, 
speaks about the film 
and his life experiences. 

Open to the public at no 

charge - reservations 

s uggested. 

April 8-17, 2004 

Film Festival 

Fiddler on the 
Roof 
SING-A-LONG 

SUNDAY, APRIL 11 

11:00AM 
OOEUM THEATER 

59 MAIN STREET 

EAST CREENWICH 

Sing·a-long with the clas
sic screen adaptation of 
one of Broadway's most 
successful and best
loved musicals. Use the 
grab bag of props you'l l 
receive at the door as we 
lead you in song. Come 
dressed up as your 
favorite Fiddler on the 
Roof character. Prizes will 
be awa rded. 

Thunder in Guyana 

THURSDAY, APRIL 15 
7:00 PM 

JCCRI 

401 ELMCROYE AVENUE 

PROVIDENCE 

The story of Janet Rosen
berg Jagan , a Jewish 
woman from Detroit, 
who became the first-ever 
American-born woman 
to lead a nation when she 
was elected president 
of the South American 
country of Guyana on 
December 15, 1997. 

Purity 

THURSDAY, APRIL 15 
8:30 PM 

jCCRI 

401 ELMCROVE AVENUE 

PROVIDENCE 

Purity takes a bold look at 
the seldom documented 
purification ritual -
women's immersion in 
a mikveh. 
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RI JEWISH r!LM FrSTIVA\ CO CHAIRS 

Linda Fain and Joyce Starr 
I 11111111111 I 111111111111111 I II II I 1111 

Secret Lives; 
Hidden Chi ldren 
and Their 
Rescuers Dun ng 
WWII 
SATURDAY, APRIL 17 
8045 PM 

RISO AUDITORIUM 

17 CANAL STREET 

PROVIDENCE 

This film tells the story 

of a numbe r of these 
children saved from the 

Nazis by non-Jews and 

hidden in their home 

despite great personal 

danger. 

• CU EST SPEAKER 

Following the film , Asya 

Eliash Berger, a hidden 

child, will speak about 

her experiences as told 

to her by her mother. 

THE JEWISH (OMMUN!TY (ENTE:R OF R. I. , THE BUREAU OF JEWISH ED UCATION OF R.1., THE R.I. H OLOCAUST MEMORIAL MUSEUM , A.NO BROWN HILLEL A.RE A.LL BENEFICIARY AGENCIES OF rHE jEWIS H FEDERATION OF RHODE ls LA NO. 

- · 
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Israeli actress brings face of domestic violence to Trinity 
By Jonathan Rubin 

PROVIDENCE The 
lights were low at Trinity Rep
ertory Theatre, and Naomi Ack
erman's face is barely 0sible in 
the dim crimson. "The first time 
he hit me, it was our wedding 
night," she says. The theatre is 
whisper quiet as the tale of a 
relationship gone horribly wrong 
unfolds. The story is universal in 
many ways- a "Jekyl and Hyde" 
spouse who holds power through 
finances, violence and through 
sheer emotional dominance. 

The gripping story gets a 
standing ovation when it's over. 

Ackerman is an American
born Israeli actress, and never had 
to suffer through the physical and 
emotional abuse that her charac
ter endured. The crafting of her 
story involved dozens of inter
views with victims of domestic 
violence over the last three years, 
and she's been in high school 
classrooms and prisons from India 
to New Zealand to the United 
States performing more than 700 
performances in all. 

"As soon as we heard about 

The Women's Alliance 
of the Jewish Federation of Rhode lslond 

Invites you to o perf onnonce of 

WEsr SIDE STORY 
TRINITY REPERTORY COMPANY 

Tuesday, April 27, 2004 

Dinner hlJ. Daniel 
at Trinit1J 1S Henderson Studios - 5 p.m. 

West Side StorlJ Performance - 7 p.m. 

Dietary Laws Observed 

Couflert - $60 

Eflent co~chairs: 
StaclJ Emanuel 
JudlJ Robbins 

Selma Stanzler 

No Solicitation of Funds 

This event is open to all women who make a minimum individual 
gift of $1000 to the 2004 ]FRI Community Campaign 

For reservations, call Rachel Siegal at 421-4111, ext. 208 
or E-Mail: Rsiegal@jfri.org 

NAOMI ACKERMAN, her husband Rafael and her daught er Zohar, at 
her one-woman show at t he Trinity Repertory Theatre, sponsored 
by the National Counci l of Jewish Women. Photo by Jonathan Rubin 

flower store, and, after many bat
tles with him, succeeds. She starts 
to turn a tidy profit, and when 
she actually exceeds his income 
one month, he flies into a rage 
and beats her unconscious. She 
wakes up alone, and realizes that 
she can't bear to think of bringing 
up a fa mily with this man. She 
walks into the bathroom, takes 
out a razor blade and rolls up her 
sleeves. 

She wakes up in the hospi
tal, surrounded by her parents, 
and her husband is nowhere to 
be found. Slowly, she begins to 
rebuild. 

"W e think that these women 
are weak," said Ackerman after 
the performance. "I have met, in 
my journey, the most amazing 
and strong women. They were 
strong when they stayed; they 
were strong when they left." 

Ackerman sa id that she was 
afraid that the story would need 
changes based on the countries 
that she visited. "I thought I was 
wringing only something that 
happens to Jews," she said, but 
found the story was universally 
accepted and needed no changes. 

However, "almost any coun
try I go to, there's an excuse for 
the spouse- India has the dowry, 
Australia, has drinking, America 
has a violent environment. 

her, we knew we wanted Naomi," local women's shelters, whose 
said Elly Elbaum, president of tickets had been subsidized by 
the National Council of Jewish NCJW members. 
Women, who brought Ackerman H ld r "People keep sweeping this er so -out penormance, d h l h 
to Rhode Island as part of their which was humorous at times, and un er t e rug, unti t ere just 
multi-year crusade agai· nst . . l . f l h isn't any more room under the excruc1atrng y parn u at ot ers, " 
domestic violence. took the audience play by play rug. 

Besides the "Flowers Aren't through a gripping tale of a One woman in the audience 
Enough" performance at Trinity, young, upper-class Israeli worn- was writing a story about Ack
they have also put notices about an's marriage to an aspiring law erman for a college paper; and 
domestic violence in women's student. They are adored by their was recently recovering from an 
bathrooms inside Jewish insti- friends, who say they are "the per- abusive relationship. "I related 
tutions in Prov- ,-------------------------~ to everything ... 

~:~~~' br~~~~ "People keep sweeping this under the ~:?:,~~,;eallypow-

Dratch of Starn- rug, until there just isn't any more room A n o th er 
ford, Conn. to d h " woman,aMuslim un ert erug. d speak to the R.l. who aske not to 
board of rabbis be identified, lives 
and to local shelter workers, and 
brought national heavy-weight 
Rabbi Abraham}. Twerski, M.D. 
before an audience of hundreds at 
Temple Beth-EL 

They also held a program at 
Temple Habonim in Barrington 
for the bar / bat mitzvah classes. 
When asked if 12- and 13-year
olds were too young for domestic 
violence education, Elbaum said, 
"We don't think it's too young," 
Elbaum. "We are supposed to go 
younger." 

Ackerman was brought to 
town March 15 in a highly-pub
licized visit co-sponsored by the 
City of Providence, the Jewish 
Federation of Rhode Island and 
its Women's Alliance, the Rhode 
Island Coalition Against Domes
tic Violence and Trinity Rep. 
Mothers, daughters and grand
mothers were in attendance, in 
addition to many women from 

feet couple." Sure, her husband 
has some temper flare-ups, but 
he always apologizes afterwards. 
As her torment increases, and 
the man she thought she knew 
becomes like a stranger to her, she 
is filled with shame and remorse 
at her situation, and keeps it 
inside, away from friends and 
family, who, with the help of her 
husband, move farther and far
ther from her life. 

She begins to wear conceal
ing clothing such as "big hats and 
long sleeves." 

Her husband tells her she is 
too "stupid" for school, and that 
he is so successful anyway that 
they don't need two incomes. She 
becomes an island unto herself, 
diminished and demoralized by 
her husband, lacking a support 
group to pull herself up. 

Seeking some sort of self-val
idation, she plans to start her own 

outside Provi-
dence and is recovering from terrible 
incidents with "in-laws who have 
basically kidnapped my kids." 

"[Ackerman] gave us a 
glimpse of a moment that I lived 
for 20 years ... it hit the essence of 
my soul and I cried," she said. 

"This is something that has 
to be talked about," said Debbie 
Chorney. "All too often, people 
in the Jewish community will not 
go to their rabbis." 

RESOURCES: 
• Rhode Island Coalition 

Against Domestic Violence 
24-hour crisis intervention 
800-494-8100 

• Jewish Family Service 
Family Counseling 
331-1244, Ask for 
ErinMinior 
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ilooks 
Journalist mixes reporting, memoir 
in book on Israelis coping with terror College Hill 

Book Store 
Celebrate Passover 

By Peter Ephross 
NEW YORK (JTA) -

D avid Horovitz couldn't believe 
his ears. 

Tuning into CNN right after 
Israel's assassination of Hamas 
leader Sheik Ahmed Yassin, the 
editor of the Jerusalem R eport 
magazine heard the attack being 
described as the killing of a 
beloved leader of an Islamic 
group. 

Even a veteran journalist 
and media watcher such as H oro
vitz found absurd such a one
sided description ofYassin, whose 
group is considered responsible 
for the deaths of hundreds of 
Israelis since the Palestinian inti
fada began three and a half years 
ago. 

H orovitz himself had no eth
ical qualms about the move. 

"He was an evil man," he told 
JTA in an interview in New York 
on Tuesday during a break from 
a two-week tour to promote his 
new book, Still Lift With Bomb
ers. "I have no moral ambivalence 
about it." 

But H orovitz is anguishing 
about whether the assassination 
was the right move from a stra
tegic standpoint - or whether it 
wili.foment even more hatred and 
spur.•additional terrorist attacks. 

Durlhg the interview, he also 
wondered about some of the recent 
moves of Israeli Prime Minister 
Ariel Sharon - for example, why 
Sharon didn't release Palestinian 
prisoners arrested for intifada
related crimes when such a move 
might have bolstered Palestinian 
Authority Prime Minister Mah
moud Abbas, but then released 
hundreds of prisoners in an 
exchange with Hezbollah for the 
bodies of three Israeli soldiers and 
a kidnapped Israeli businessman. 

He also wondered, as do 

R.I.T.E.S. is offering 
Summer Programs! 

Enrich Your Mind, 
Enrich Your Summer! 

Enrichment & Strength Training 
1-week cow-ses wilh qualified 
teachers, designed for the fun and 
enjoyment ofleaming including 
creative writing, poetry, m~th, SAT 
preparation, and organizational and 
study skills coaching programs. 

Bring a Friend Book Cluhs: Your 
child and a friend complete their 
summer reading with an expert 
teacher. Perfect for enhancing your 
child's reading enjoyment while 
fulfilling hi s / her s umm e r 
homework! 

See our brochure & registration 
on line at www.ritutorial.com. 

Or contact the R.I.T.E.S. office in 
Pawtucket at 401 ·723·4459. 

many others, whether a unilateral 
Israeli withdrawal from the Gaza 
Strip will be seen as a reward for 
terrorism and questions the West 
Bank security barrier will really 
protect Israeli soldiers. 

The fence "does offer a 
heightened degree of protection 
against bombers," but adds that 
unless the fence hews close to 
Israel's pre-1967 borders, it leaves 
many Israeli settlers and Pales
tinians on the "wrong" side, he 
writes-. 

His unclassifiable stances -
some seen as more dovish, others 
more hawkish - have sparked 
debate on H orovitz's book tour. 
Some asked why Israel doesn't 
finish the job of cracking down 
on the terrorists, while one man 
wondered if there's a point at 
which supporting Israel might 
become too costly for Ameri
cans. 

Horovitz, 41, says he wrote 
Still Life With Bombers - his 
second major book, after A Little 
Too Close to God - to set the 
record of the past three years 
straight. 

H e said he aims to reach 
and educate both the protesters 
who say "End the Occupation of 
Palestine" and the people who 
march outside synagogues pro
testing when Palestinian moder 
ate Sari Nusseibeh speaks. 

Part political reportage, part 
memoir of daily life in Israel, the 
book is a grim accounting of the 
effects of the almost-daily vio
lence on Israeli life. 

The British-born Horovitz, 

who now lives in Jerusalem with 
his American-born wife, Lisa, 
and thei r three children, repre
sents a broad swathe of Israelis 
who have seen the optimism of 
the O slo years literally blown to 
bits by the onslaught of Palestin
ian terrorist attacks. 

While not supportive of every 
move the Israeli government has 
made, H orovitz places the blame 
for the current violence squarely 
on the Palestinians. 

H e's sharply critical of P.A. 
President Yasser Arafat's decision 
to walk away from negotiations 
after the Camp David summit in 
summer 2000. 

. The Palestinian public is 
suffering from what he calls 
"manipulated desperation." It's a 
desperation created by their lead
ers, to keep them miserable and 
incite them to violence to detract 
attention from the leadership's 
own shortcomings. 

"I don't believe that the wide
spread anti-Israel sentiment "is a 
necessary condition. And I know 
it wasn't true a few years ago," he 
said in the interview. 

Horovitz details the changes 
that he and his wife have made in 
their personal lives - not allow
ing their children to attend cer
tain school field trips, choosing 
where to shop or catch a movie 
based on which venues have the 
best security. 

H orovitz grew up in an Ortho
dox family in London. H e attended 
a Zionist school, and visited Israel 
several times as tJ kid. 
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Ballantine Books 
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-Time 

Image Books 
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- Charlotte Observer 
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• Free gift wrapping· 

25% OFF all New York Times Hardcover Best-sellers - including children's titles! 
Open 7 days until midnight • Same/next day shipping in RI 
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PTC 
A Parent Teacher Child 

Cooperative School 

Grades 1-5 
Small, mixed-age classes 

Individualized curricula 
Excellent teacher-student ratio 
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75 John Street 
PO Box 2654 

Providence, RI 02906 
401-301-1308 
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Eliiah and Miriam Cups 

Seder Plates, Matzah Covers 
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Children's toys, games and books 
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775 Hope Street, Providence • Tel: 454-4775 • Fax: 454-4692 
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What matters most to you 
is close to your heart 
Including the Providence Public 
Library in your estate planning will 
enrich lives for generations to come. 
Call (401) 455-8011 to learn more. 

Providence Public Library 

PROGRAM IN JUDAIC STUDIES 
BROWN UNIVERSITY 

PRESENTS 

THE ARTHUR B. AND DAVID B. JACOBSON 
ANNUAL LECTURE 

PROFESSOR ROBERT WISTRICH 
HEBREW UNIVERSITY 

"CONSPIRACIES, CABALS, AND OTHER CONS: 
Neo-Antisemitism in Europe as a 

Cultural Code" 

THURSDAY, APRIL 15, 2004 

Place: Main Lounge 
At the Gregorianffhayer Street Quad 

101 Thayer Street 
(between Charlesfield and Power Streets) 

Time: 8:00 P.M. 

FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

TO TAME ALL OF YOUR. INSURANCE PROBLEMS, 
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Happy Passover 
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So much is at stake when you 
buy or sell a home. Having the 
right agent on your side makes 
all the difference. 

Call me today! 



April 2, 2004 

As WE GROW OLDER 

Changes in Jewish rituals 
I seem to have become preoc

cupied with the fact that nothing 
is the same anymore. And like 
everyone else of my generation, 
I feel that the changes are not 

Terna 
Gouse 

improvements. 
(Anyone who 
reads these 
epistles on a 
regu Jar basis is 
now mumbling 
"There she goes 
again"). 

I selfishly 
believe that nar
row - minded 
nostalgia is a 
senior entitle

ment. · But, seriously, let's look 
at change and evaluate it. Let's 
examine the evolution of rituals 
over the years for the average 
Jewish family. 

We must begin at the begin
ning, circumcision for boys and 
name giving for girls, both man
datory in Jewish law. Today's par
ents feel they are optional. The 
granting of a Hebrew name to 
the Jewish baby girl usually hon
ored a revered deceased relative. 
If some day, one of my grandchil
dren decide to name their daugh
ter Terna (my Hebrew and my 
English name) her English name 
will probably be Tiffany or Tat
anya. When the Rabbi (God
willing) wants to put her Hebrew 
name on the ketubah, she will 
have to ask her parents what it is. 

In "olden times" the bris 
was celebrated with a glass of 
wine or schnapps following the 
ritual. Today's new parents call 
the caterer and half of the attend
ees are not Jewish. Everyone loves 
the party but most are absent 
from the religious ceremony. 

Bar Mitzvah is the occasion 
that commemorates a Jewish boy's 
assuming the adult responsibili
ties of his faith. Bat Mitzvah is 

Robert Leach Insurance 
Sittce <969 

Long 
Term 
Care ... 
Plan For It! 

• Maintain Control 
• Protect Assets 
• Discounts 
• Tax Deductions 
• Best Companies 
225 Newman Avenue 

Rumford, RI 02916 

the celebration for Jewish girl's of 
the same passage in life. (It never 
existed 50 years ago but is a wel
come addition). Today, both of 
these occasions mandate parties 
that cost more than my old house 
cost. Honest!! And though the 
synagogue performance is still 
demanding of the honoree, it is 
the big shindig that follows that 
seems to have garnered the focus 
of the planning. So much food! 
So much noise! (And unlike 
years ago, no one sends 'him a pen 
or a watch as a present). 

High school graduation was 
once regarded as a major land
mark for child and parent alike. 
Nowadays it is not unusual for 
the graduate to opt to skip the 
ceremony, more interested in just 
partying or leaving early for a 
graduation present trip abroad. 

College used to be a privi
lege one aspired to. If funds per
mitted, no one took a year (or 
two or three) to "find one's self'' 
or to decide whether to major in 
Stone Age Artifacts or Alterna
tive Cosmetic Dentistry. There 
was a weird concept that college 
should prepare you for inde
pendence (AKA, start earning 
money). 

Today's parents panic if their 
child cannot gain admission to an 
elitist school, convinced that he 
or she will forever be dependent. 
Many a Jewish parent has pain
fully learned that college educa
tion doesn't always mean their 
kid has grown up. 

Today's wedding gowns cost 
more than my whole spiffy wed
ding cost. And since nostalgia is 
passe, no one EVER wears mom's 
or sister's wedding gown. Brev
ity, rage control, and fear of 
losing the love of dear ones limit 
my expounding on ·the wisdom 
(or lack of it) that go into wed

. ding costs that compete with 

the national debt. (And, inciden
tally, they are also VERY noisy). 
Thank goodness, they still break 
the glass during the ceremony. 

High Holiday services 
and Passover seders are still 
observed. But they are different. 
The man who thinks it more 
essential ,to be in his office than 
his synagogue on the second day 
of Rosh Hashonah is understood. 
I never took a poll but I am sure 
there are fewer hungry in the 
synagogue than there used to be. 
And for many (if not most) today's 
observance of Passover food rit
uals would make my zayde turn 
over in his grave. 

Only landmark dates seem 
to mandate family reunions and 
they usually take place in restau
rants. It isn't very important but 
does reflect the decay of family 
ties, a unique highlight of the 
once strong Jewish family way of 
life. 

Finally I would like to dis
cuss two issues that dramatically 
reflect changed values in the 
Jewish home that are not reli
gious or part of ritual. Pride in 
saving (hence being independent) 
seems to have disappeared about 
the time that Neil Armstrong 
landed on the moon .. Today's fast 
pace of living says our children 
must own whatever is available 
and having "fun" seems to take 
precedence over laundry and vac
uuming. Our children are not as 
committed as we were to tze
dakah. There is nothing more 
embedded in Jewish tradition 
than tzedakah. Can they really 
teach their children the right pri
orities if they cannot resist their 
children's demands? 

Wouldn't you hate to have 
me as your mother? Or worse 
yet, as your mother-in-law? 

Tema Gouse is a regular colum
nist far the Jewish Voice & Herald. 

Wishing vou a Hannv Passover 
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ARC LAWN CARE UNFURNISHED FOR SALE th1s reward1ng position. B.A. 401-331-5772. EOE/AA 
Ap'"RTMENT _________ preferred. Fax resume to 

Spring is almost here! /-\. Electric Wheelchair, new, Lifeline/ RI at JFS 
Clean-ups, complete lawn FOR RENT best offer. Phone # 738_7068_ 401-331-5772. EOE/AA COMPANION TO 

ELDERLY maintenarice. Call Alan at --------- Call anytime. 
751-5757. Cranston, 1 bedroom, alarm, 

CLEANING 
Residential cleaning. One 

room or full house. Reliable 
and efficient. Bonded. Zelda's 
home services. 
401-286-1706. 

COMPUTER 
TRAINING 

Personal Trainer. Get the 
basics or expand your abilities. 
Home private lessons from a 
patient and practical teacher. 
Harry Friedmann. Gift 
certificates are available. 
245-5313. 

I BUY BOOKS 
Fiction, poetry, history, 

academia, military, art, 
photography, old medical, etc. 
(401) 421-2949. 

STEVE )'OKEN 
ENTERTAINMENT 
Professional Disc Jockey 

and Master of Ceremonies. 
Bar/Bat Mitzvah and wedding 
specialists. Candle-lighting 
ceremony and contests. 
Featuring "Mr. D" - the hip
hop dance heart throb! Many 
references. Fall River -
508-679-1545. 

THERAPIST 
Mental health / substance 

abuse. Family interventions. 
Insurance / sliding scale fees. 
Telephone Lora N. Spall, MS, 
LCDCS 263-5672. 

parking, laundry, $850 + 
security. All utilities are 
included. 932-9254. 

-WANTED
SILVER PLATE 
AND STERLING 
Trays, tea sets, serving 

pieces, etc. Doesn't have 
to be polished. We also 
buy many household items 
including glass, china, jewelry, 
etc. 

30 years - same location. 
Central Exchange. 
781-344-6763. 

PERSONAL 
SERVICES FOR 

SENIORS 
ClariCare is caring, reliable, 

and professional. We provide 
companionship, personal care, 
housekeeping, driving, 
errands, holiday preparation, 
and more. You decide what 
help you want, and when 
you want it. We do the 
rest. Whether it's for you 
or a loved one, call (401 ) 
831-CARE (2273). 

)OB WANTED 
Companion to the elderly 

or disabled. Days and/or 
overnight, including light 
housekeeping or errands. Call 
Judy 965-2965. 

LIFELINE ADS 
Wanted : Compassionate 

person to work "fee for service" 
for Lifeline/ RI, a program that 
enables people to remain 
independent at home. 
Involves working with older/ 
disabled population, home 
visiting and teaching clients 
how to utilize program. 
Mileage reimbursement. 

-WANTED-
Person to work with older/ 

disabled people to help 
maintain lifeline equipment 
that enables people to remain 
independent in their homes. 
Driving required. Mileage 
reimbursement. 10 hrs/wk. 
Opportunity to advance in this 
rewarding position. Salary 
starting at $10/hr. B.A. 
preferred. Fax resume to 

Companion to elderly/ 
handicapped mature women, 
Alzheimer's certified, superb 
culinary skills, references. Call 
463-1825. 

COMPANION 
Will care for your loved one. 

Have references. Call (401) 
431-1043 or (401) 439-8534. 

Ensure your child an educational and fun 
pre-school experience ... 

T ernple Sinai Nursery School 
Our low student teacher ratio and 

nurturing environment ensures each 
child the attention they need to excel 

socially and academically. 
• 
• 
• 

Non denominational 
Morning and afternoon sessions 
RI certified teachers 
Spacious facility 

Registration is currently underway. 
Spaces are limited, so call today! 
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PLUMBING FIXTURES & SUPPLIES 

St,Jle al Discounted Prices 
The Largest Bath 

Showroom in Rhode Island 
1~t~1s~!;e;:1~~3 fln.e 

batQ splash: Pla inville, MA 
1-508-843- 1300 

Hyannis, MA 
1-508-775-4115 

Over 6, 000 square feet of 
bath fixtures, faucets and accessories 

I FREEWAY DRIVE 
CRANSTON, RI 
401-467-0200 
800-838-1 I 19 

REAL ESTATE 

I REALTORS I 

~~~~ar~i!:::o~~!!fisrABR Sheila G. Land, CAs~ lu~n~fr 
(401) 884-S0S0EXT. I39OFFICE (401) 884-8050EXT.124OFFICE 
(4-01) 884-9097 FAX (4-01)374-4488Cell (401) 884-9097 FAX 
Bonnie.Kaplan @NllMoves.com SheiJa.Land@NllMoves.com 
www.bonniesellshouses.corr.ft!lWit41 www.sheilalancLcom 

(I} RESID1:n1BRO:.,.,E cffii1=i ®··:- .. 
527 Main Street ~ 

East Greenwich, RJ • 
www.NewEnglandMoves.com 

HA1 MG COMMERCIAL 
Commercial Real Estate Services, Worldwide 

Daniel T. Feiner 
Vice President 

Office: (401) 751-3200 
Fax: (401) 751-2871 
Email: dan@mgcommercial.com 
Web Site: www.mgcommercial.com 

Place your business card in the Jewish Voice & Herald Business & Professional Directory 
Direct exposure in over 10,000 households 
Call Frank Zasloff • 401-421-4111, ext. 160 
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Obituaries 
Ruth Beloff 

CHAPEL HILL, N.C. -
Ruth (Kahn) Beloff, 93, died 
March 6 in Chapel Hill. She 
was the wife of Maxwell M. 
Kahn and Samuel Beloff. 

She was born in New York 
City and lived in Denver, Colo
rado for over 30 years. 

She is also survived by a 
son Charles B. Kahn, M .D. 
of Providence; two daughters, 
Vicki Kahn Ross, and Susan 
Kahn Gersten, four grandchil
dren and a great-grandson. 

Contributions may be made 
to the Miriam H ospital, 164 
Summit Avenue, Providence, 
R.I. 02906. 

Samuel I. Eisenstadt 
CRANSTON - Samuel 

L. Eisenstadt, 89, of Shelburne, 
Vt., formerly of Cranston, a 
retired teacher, died March 21. 
He was the husband of the late 
Mildred (Greenberg) Eisen
stadt. 

Born in Bristol, R.I., a son 
of the late Morris and Sadie 
(Zelnicker) Eisenstadt, he had 
lived in Cranston for 48 years 
before moving to Providence 
then to Shelburne less than a 
year ago. 

H e was an Army veteran of 
WW II, serving in a 

~ construction battalion 
~ in both Europe and 

the Pacific. H e was a 
member of the Jewish W ar Vet
erans, Post #23. 

He was a math and science 

teacher in the Providence School 
System fo r over 25 years, teach
ing mostly at Classical and H ope 
High Schools, retiring 23 years 
ago. 

Mr. Eisenstadt was a 
member of Touro Fraternal 
Association and volunteered 
with Meals on Wheels. He was 
a former member of Temple 
Beth-El, Temple Emanu-El and 
Temple Torat Yisrael. 

H e leaves two daughters, 
Elaine Eisenstadt of Maui, 
H awaii, and Susan Eisenstadt 
of Burlington, Vt.; three grand
chi ldren and one great-grand
son. H e was the brother of the 
late Sydney and Lester Eisen
stadt. 

Burial was in Lincoln Park 
Cemetery, Warwick. 

Contributions may be made 
to Jewish Family Service, 229 
Waterman St., Providence, RI 
02906. 

Samuel Irving 
PALM BEACH, Fla.

Samuel Irving, 88, of Palm 
Beach, fo rmerly of Providence, 
a retired business owner, died 
March 24. He was the husband 
of Lucille A. (Weiner) Irving 
and the late Helen (Perlow) 
I rving. 

Born in Providence, a son 
of the late Philip and Rebecca 
(Lerner) Irving, he lived in 
Providence until 1984, when he 
moved to Palm Beach. 
~ H e was an Army 
~ Air Force veteran of 

:Jfappy Passo})er 
To (9ur :,Frienrls t:?~atlves 

.from 

'I'be ~ mitb :Family 
Michael, Marilyn,jeremy,Adam,Joel 

and 

at 

ALOM 
1100 New London Avenue 

Cranston, Rl 02920 
Tel.: 463-777 1 

Toll -free : 1-877-463-777 l 

World War II, serving as a 
master sergeant. 

Mr. Irving had been co
ownerof the United Paper Stock 
Co. fo r 50 years, retiring at age 
69. He was a former president 
of the Eastern Paper Mills Sup
pliers. 

H e was a member ofTemple 
Emanu-El in Providence and 
Palm Beach, and the Jewish 
Community Center of Rhode 
Island, and a supporter of the 
Jewish Federation, Miriam 
Hospital, and the former Jewish 
Home for the Aged in Provi
dence. H e also belonged to the 
Redwood Lodge of Masons for 
more than 50 years. 

H e was treasurer of Sutton 
Place Condominium Associa
tion for 10 years. 

Besides his wife, he leaves 
four sons, Philip Irving of 
Columbia, Md., Edmund 
Irving of Tucson, Ariz., Rich- · 
ard M. Lieberman of Orlando, 
F la., and Robert A. Lieberman 
of Providence; four daughters, 
Davida E . Irving of Hummel
stown, Penn.Judith H. Phillips 
of Wakefield, Shelly I. Wolcott 
of Milford, N.H., and Polly A. 
Hagy of Warwick; a brother, 
Frederick I rving of Belmont, 
Mass.; 16 grandchi ldren and 
two great-grandchild ren. 

H e was the brother of the 
late Rose Levin and Louis, 
Daniel and Morris Irving. 

Burial was in Lincoln Park 
Cemetery, W arwick. 

Contributions may be made 
to H ospice of Palm Beach 
County, Palm Beach, Fla. or 
to Temple Emanu-El, Provi
dence. 

Joelle Loebenberg 
PROVIDENCE - Joelle 

C. Loebenberg, 84, of Lai
relmmd, 255 Blackstone Blvd. , 
a homemaker, died March 29 at 
the Miriam H os pital. She was 

the wife of the late R..iclnrd Loe
ben berg. 

Born in · Tmneck, NJ, a 
daighter of the late D avid and 
Fannie (Rosenberg) Corn, Sle 
Ind lived in Providence for 60 
~ rs. She was a fo rmer member 
ofT em ple Beth-El and its sister
hood , the former G olden Agers 
of theJaviS1 Community Center, 
Ledgemont Country Club in 
Seekonk and President Country 
Club in West Palm Beich, Fla. 
She volunteered to rmd books 
on to tapes fo r the blind. 

She !raves a son, Theodore 
Loebenberg of Providence; a 
daighter, Carol D avidow of 
Brookline, MA; four grand
daighters and two grmt-grand
cliJdren. Funeral services were 
held at Slnron Memorial Park, 
Slnron,Mass . 

Contributions my be made 
to the American Cancer Society. 

David Raphael 
WORCESTER, Mass. -

David Raphael died March 21. 
Born in Providence, a son of the 
late H arris and Esther (Hyman) 
Raphael, he lived in Providence 
before moving to Worcester 10 
yea rs ago. 

He was an Army 
~ veteran of World War 
~ II. 

· Mr. Raphael leaves 
many nephews, nieces, great
nephews and great-nieces. H e 
was the brother of the late Rose 
Kershman and Lillian Epstein, 
and Samuel,Jack, Matthew, Ben
jamin, Abraham, Nathan and 
Sydney Raphael. 

Burial was in Lincoln Park 
Cemetery, Warwick. 

Sumner Riback 
HAVERHILL, Mass. 

Sumner Riback, 79, of H averhill, 
formerly of Providence, a retired 
car salesman and former prisoner 
of war, died M arch 23. Born 
and raised in Providence, a son 

April 2,200 

of the late Philip and Ro 
(Hyman) Riback, he lived : 
Providence before moving 
Lawrence, Mass., in 1985 and 
H averhill in 2000. 

He was a graduate of Hof 
High School. 

An Army Air Force vetera 
~ ofWorld War II, hew: 
~ held as a prisoner of w; 

in Yugoslavia for fiv 
months. He was hon 

ored with a Distinguished Flyin 
Cross, a Purple Heart and an Ai 
Medal with Clusters. 

H e leaves a brother, Arnol1 
Riback of New York City. H 
was a brother of the late Char 
lotte Leach. 

Burial was in Lincoln Par! 
Cemetery, Warwick. 

Sophie Saslavsky 
NAPLES, Fla. - Sophi, 

Saslavsky, 94, of Naples, formerlJ 
of Warwick, and Belmont ano 
Cambridge, Mass., died Feb. 1 
She was the wife of the lati 
Morris Saslavsky. 

Born in Russia, she came ta 
the United States in 1920 and 
lived in Mass., before retiring to 
Florida with her husband. 

Mrs. Saslavsky retired from 
the H arvard Coop, the bookstore 
of Harvard University. 

She was a member of Hadas
sah. 

Bes ides her son Arnold, she 
leaves two grandsons and two 
great-grandsons. She was the 
mother of the late Sidney 
Saslavsky. 

Burial was at the Beth Israel 
of Cambridge Cemetery in Ever
ett, M ass. 

Contributions may be made 
to H ospice of Naples, 1095 
Whipoorwill Lane, Naples, FL 
34105. 

Continuing our century-old tradition 
of service to the Jewish community. 

Jewish families throughout Rhode Island 
and Southeastern Massachusetts turn to 

Sugarman-Sinai Memorial Chapel for 
service, com passion and sensitivi ty. 

Member of the Jewish Funera l Di rectors of America 
Certified by the Rhode Island Board of Rabbis 

JILL E. SUGARMAN, DIRECTOR 
SHELLY G OLDB ERG, A SSOCIATE 

458 Hope Street, Providence, RI 
(401) 331-8094 • 1-800-447-1267 

A Service Family Affiliate of AFFS & Service Corp. lnt 'I. 492 Rock S1., F.all R1\·cr, MA 02720 508-676-1454 
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~y 1Joice 
Women in the Passover Haggadah 

(T he fallowing is an excerpt 
from "Creating L ively Passover 
Seders, A Sourcebook of Engag
ing Tales, Texts & A ctivities", 
by David Arnow, Ph.D ., Jewish 
Lights Publishing, March 2004. 
416 pps. $24.99. I t is used with 
the p ermission of Jewish Lights 
Publishing. I t first appeared in 
the spring edition of"Outlook, "the 
magazine of the Women's L eague 
far ConservativeJudaism.) 

By D avid Arnow, Ph.D. 
T he Passover H aggadah 

mentions only one woman, 
Hadassah (aka Esther) and 
only in a song for the second 
seder. This is all the more 
striking given the critical roles 
at least five women play in the 
Exodus story. The midwives 
Shiphrah and Puah defy Pha
raoh's orders to kill the Israelite 
boys they deliver, while Yoch
eved, Moses' mother, Miriam, 
his sister, and Pharaoh 's daugh
ter all flout the king's edicts. It 
is only during the last genera
tion that contemporary addi
tions to the seder service have 
highlighted women's contribu
tions to the story ... 

T he Haggadah's vision of 
redemption does not exclude 
human actors-only women. 
Yet there's no good theologi
cal reason why the Haggadah's 
actors should be men alone. 

The absence of women is 
better explained by the cul
tural milieu of its compilers. 
There are a number of expla
nations for the declining public 
role of women into rabbinic 
times. One holds that in their 
early, more revolutionary days, 
the Pharisees, precursors of 
the rabbis, were more open 
to public roles for women, 
but when they became the 
"rabbinic establishment" they 
adopted the more misogynous 
views sometimes reflected in 
the M ishnah ... 

Serakh bat 
A sher, the 
adopted daugh
ter of Asher, 
the eighth son 
ofJacob, would 
make another 
wonderful 

C(eating LivelY-
filled with joy. 
"My daughter," he 
said to Serakh. 
"May death never 
have power over 
you, for you 
revived my spirit." 
As a result of 
Jacob's wish, 
Serakh lived a 
long life. Instead 
of dying, she 
became one of the 

PASSOVER 
addition to the 
seder. Accord
ing to the 
midrash, with
out Serakh, the 
Exodus might 
never have 
occurred! 

SEDERS~ 
. still alive. Because I few people taken 

-..;:: up to heaven while 

A word of .._ ,a ' ' · she never really 
background. There -, · · ). ~ . died, Serakh 
are three biblical retu med to help 
genealogies listing her people at crit-
Serakh. Genesis ical moments over 

~~rr::ns;:; A Sourcebook of th
eler:kh went 

went down inro down to Egypt 
Egypt Numb= En 6 a 6 i n 6 Ta I es w i t h J a C O b 's 
26:46 counts her O O O ' family. Eventually, 
amongt:hosewho T t & 7\ t' ·t· a new Pharaoh 
departed. I I ex s f;::\ C IVI I es arose who did not 
Chronicles 7:30 know Joseph. He 
lists her as one of ARNO enslaved the Isra-
J b, cl DAVID W, PH.D. li H d d f aco s escen- e tes. un re so 
dents. She is the JEWISH LIGHT.S..P.UBLISHING years later, Moses 
only grand- 0 . . . . . came to liberate 
d h f CREATING LIVELY PASS VER SEDERS 1s an innovative, interactive h b h 

J a ubg te r O guide to help encourage fresh perspectives and lively dialogue. t em, ut t e 
aco ever men- Israelites did not 

tioned. That she ,--------------------------, believe that God 

is listed among Websites, information: had chosen him 
those who went For D avid Arnow, to lead them out 
into Egypt as of Egypt. At the 
well as among Ph.D: burning bush, 
those who left, a www.livelyseders.com. God told M oses 
period of several Jewish Lights what to tell the 
hundred years, Publishing Israelites in order 
suggests unusual to convince them. 
longevity. Other (www.jewishlights.com) "Tell them that I , 
than her tanta- PO Box 237, Sunset Farm God, have surely 
lizing presence Offices, Route 4 , remembered you, 
in these gene- W oodstock, Vermont 05091 pakod pakad'ti . .''. 
alogies, Serakh (S02) 457_4000_ The people heard 
appears nowhere Dr. David Arnow these words and 
else in the Bible. saw the special 
Midrash fills in signs G od had 
the void, and then some. The 
story below synthesizes material 
found in midrashim from the 
third to fourteenth centuries. 
During your seder, you might 
want to read the story aloud and 
discuss the questions that follow. 

Joseph's brothers were jeal
ous because their father Jacob 
favored him. They hated Joseph 
and decided to throw him into 
a pit in the desert to die. They 
told their father Joseph had been 
killed by a wild beast.Jacob never 
stopped mourning for his lost son. 
But Joseph survived. Traders 
pulled Joseph from the pit and 
sold him. He became a slave in 
Egypt. 

found that Joseph had risen to 
become Pharaoh's top advisor. 
When Jacob's sons returned from 
Egypt to tell their father that 
Joseph was alive and had risen to 
great power, they were afraid that 
the depressed and fragile old man 
would die from shock. Rather 
than tell him directly, they found 
Serakh, the adopted daughter of 
Asher, Jacob's eighth son. She 
was wise and skilled at playing 
the harp and she played a song for 
Jacob over and over again with 
these words: "Joseph is in Egypt. 
There have been born on his 
knees, Menashe and Ephraim.'' 
(In H ebrew the phrases rhyme: 

given Moses. But they still refused 
to believe him. Only Serakh could 
convince the Israelites that Moses 
was indeed God's chosen leader. Fortunately, the H aggadah 

also contains the best justifica
tion for adding new voices to 
the seder when it says: "Who
ever elaborates on the story of 
the Exodus deserves praise." 
The beloved rituals involving 
Elijah were added sometime in 
the Middle Ages . . .Just as the 
medieval seder embraced that 
custom in response to a need, 
the process can continue today 
so that Passover, the most pop
ular Jewish ritual, can perpet
uate a vision of Jewish history 
that acknowledges the contri
butions of women. 

M any years later, when his 
The Legend of Serakh bat brothers went down to Egypt' to 
Asher: buy food during a famine, they 

Yosef b'Mitzrayim. Yu/do lo al 
birkayim, Menashe v'Ephrayim.} 

Gradually the words began 
to penetrate and Jacob's heart 

Long before, God had told 
Jacob that when the redeemer of 
Israel came to Egypt he would 
utter special words. Jacob handed 
this secret down to Joseph who 
later told his brothers. Asher 
handed the secret down to his 
daughter, Serakh. W hen Moses 
called on the people to leave 
Egypt, Serakh was the only 
person alive who had heard the 
secret words. She recognized 
them. "Pakod pakad'ti, I have 
surely remembered . . .'' Serakh told 
the Israelites that M oses had truly 
been sent by God. 

Finally, when the Israelites 
were about to leave Egypt, Moses 

T he amazing story of 

realized that they could not 
depart until they honored a 
request that Joseph had made 
generations earlier. Just before 
he died, Joseph made the chil
dren of Israel promise to take 
his bones with them when they 
left Egypt for the land God had 
sworn to Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob. H e wanted to be buried 
in Israel. 

Only Serakh remembered 
where Joseph had been laid 
to rest. She told Moses, "The 
Egyptians made a metal coffin 
for Joseph that they put in the 
river ile so that its waters 
would be blessed.'' Moses stood 
on the bank of the Nile and 
cried, "Joseph, Joseph! The time 
of God's promise to redeem you 
has arrived. If you appear, we 
will take you with us. If you 
don't, we are free of our promise 
to you." Joseph's coffin immedi
ately floated to the surface. 

Many years later, during the 
reign of Ki ng D avid, Serakh's 
people needed her again. An 
evil man tried to start a rebel
lion against the king and one 
of David's generals rushed off 
to destroy the entire city where 
the man lived. He had already 
begun to batter down the walls 
when he heard a woman shout
ing. "Listen! Listen," she cried. 
"There's another way." It was 
Serakh who persuaded him to 
wait and then convinced the 
townspeople to turn over the 
evil fellow. The city was saved. 
Serakh taught everyone an 
important lesson. "Wisdom is 
more valuable than weapons of 
war.'' (Ecclesiastes 9:18). 

Questions for discussion 
* How would you compare 

the roles of the women of the 
Exodus in the beginning of 
the story (Shiphrah and Puah, 
Miriam, Yocheved, Moses' 
mother, and Pharaoh's daughter) 
with those played by Serakh? 

* Why was it so important 
to take Joseph's bones out of 
Egypt? What does the story 
about Joseph and Serakh have to 
tell us about memory? 

* Serakh taught her people 
that "Wisdom is more valuable 
than the weapons of war.'' What 
can we learn from that today? 

The author, D r. Dav id 
Arnow, is a farmer clinical psychol
ogist and a graduate of Brandeis 
and Boston Universities, and has 
published many articles on issues 
of Jewish interest. He has served 
on national commissiom on Jewish 
identity and education. 
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