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JFS holds 
diamond 

• anniversary 
By Johnathan Rubin 

PROVIDENCE - With 
a Ii ttle help from Providence 
M ayor David Cicilline and the 
City of Providence, April 23, 
2004 became "Jewish Family 
Service D ay" in honor of the 
agency's 75th birthday. Members 
of community agencies joined 
the breakfast celebration at the 
United W ay Building in Prov­
idence. John Shalett, executive 
director, said his organization 
was as committed as ever to 
"building strong neighbors and 
strong families." 

The agency has come a long 
way since its founding in 1929, 
when two active women's volun­
teer social service groups - the 
South Providence Ladies Aid 
Association and the Monte­
fiore Ladies Hebrew Benevolent 
Association - pooled resources 
and became the Jewish Family 
Welfare Service. The JFWS 

See, JFS 75th, page 12 

Holocaust 
vigils held 
in R.I. 
By Jonathan Rubin 

PROVIDENCE - Yom 
Hashoah, or Holocaust Remem­
brance D ay, is a difficult and 
moving occasion for Rhode 
Island Jews, with more than a 
dozen H olocaust survivors and 
dozens of children of survivors 
living in the greater Providence 
area. On April 18, remem­
brance events were held at 
the Rhode Island Holocaust 
Memorial Museum, on college 
campuses, by elected officials 
and in synagogues. 

In the courtyard of the 
Holocaust museum, Edward 
Adler cast a solemn spell over 
the more than 150 people gath­
ered, by reading a list of all of 
the relatives of Rhode Islanders 
who perished in the H olocaust. 
It was 20 pages long. Some had 
lost parents, children, spouses, 
or whole families. The list took 

See, HOLOCAUST, page 19 

ABOVE: A graphic showing Israel's relative size to Rhode Island. 
BELOW: Ruth Page, of the Bureau of Jewish Education, fields ques­
tions from some shoppers at the Warwick Mall as part of their Cel-
ebrations Program. Photos by Jonathan Rubin 

Israel 
goes to 
the mall 
By Jonathan Rubin 

WARWICK Israel 
pulled up to the GAP early 
Sunday morning, April 18. The 
40-foot map was unrolled and 
then inflated, and soon enough 
a few kids were gliding along 
the Galilee ... all in the War­
wick Mall. 

That Sunday, hummus and 
pita samples were just a few 
stores down from Auntie Ann's 
pretzel shop, courtesy of the 
Bureau of Jewish Education's 
Celebrations program. Shop­
pers slowed down when the 
massive map came into view, 
and stopped to chat with Rhode 
Island's two teenage Israel emis­
saries, Einat Goldshtein and 
Yoav Amon. 

"It's nice to meet someone 
from that country .. .I love their 
accents," said Crystal Foley, 
15, of Wakefield. She and her 

See, ISRAEL AT THE MALL, page 13 

Jews rally for reproductive rights 
WASHINGTON QTA) 
Thousands of Jewish 

women joined hundreds of 
thousands of American women 
- and a smattering of men -
rallying for abortion rights at 
the National Mall on Sunday. 

"As Jews, we know what 
it means to have fundamental 
rights and liberties stripped 
away," Marsha Atkind, presi­
dent of the National Council 
of Jewish Women, told the 
overflow crowd. "And today, 
one of our most basic rights, 
our right to reproductive free­
dom, is under attack in court­
rooms and legislatures across 
the country." 

M uch has been made of 
Jewish support for the Bush 
administration's stance on 
Israel, the fight against terror­
ism and, in many cases, the 
war in Iraq. 

The political message 
from those Jews was clear this 
weekend. Some sported signs 
demonizing President Bush ; 
others wore stickers for Sen. 
John Kerry (D-Mass.) . 

& 

HADASSAH MEMBERS rally for reproductive rights Sunday. 

Hadassah and the National 
Council of Jewish Women 
bused rn delegations from 
around the Northeast and Mid-
west. H adassah 's representatives 
wore matching red T-shirts; 
the ational Council ofJewish 
Women's delegation wore blue. 

The Conservative and 
Reconstruction ist moven1cnts 

Photo courtesy of Hadassa 

were represented as well. 
June Walker, Hadassah's 

national president, said it is 
important for the Jewish com­
munity to be involved in issues 
beyond Israel. 

"We cannot be one-issue 
people," she said. "We must be 
part of the society we live in." 
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Fri. April 30 
Social Action Shabbat 

at Beth-El 
7:45 p.m. Temple Beth-El, 70 

Orchard Ave., Providence. Eliz­
abeth Burke Bryant, Exec. Dir. 
of Kids Count, will speak at the 
Oneg Shabbat about poverty and 
Rhode Island's children. St. Mar­
ti n's Church is invited. Dona­
tions of new or gently used cloth­
ing, books and toys are requested. 

Sat., May 1 
Beth-El cabaret 

7:30 p.m. Temple Beth-El, 70 
Orchard Ave., Providence. Cab­
aret fundraiser, auction, cast of 
" ow This" from W ashington, 
D.C. S36. For information, call 
751-7219. 

Sun., May 2 
Beth-El blood drive 

9 a.m. - 1 p.m. at the temple, 
70 Orchard Ave., Providence. 
Walk in or contact 
Schine@cox.net or call 751-7219. 

Temple Sinai blood drive 
9 a.m. - 1 p.m. Social H all, 30 

Hagen Ave., Cranston. For info, 
call Curt Abbott at 732-2784. 

Jr. NCSY Grand Prix 
oon to 4 p.m. Meet at 

Beth Sholom, corner of Camp and 
Rochambeau. Drivers needed. 
Games, rides and snacks. S 10 
members, $15 non-members, no 
coupons. Call the ational 
Council of Synagogue Youth, 
529-3014. 

Fall River Yiddish Club 
1 p.m. meeting at the Adas 

Israel Synagogue, 1647 Robeson 
St., Fall River. Entertainment by 
Florence Markoff. H erb L eshin­
sky will explore his Jewish roots. 
Refreshments, singing. For info, 
call (508) 678-4273. 

Workshop with historian 
Ray Rickman 

2 p.m., Congdon Street Bap­
tist Church, 17 Congdon St., 
P rovidence. African Americans, 
Jews, Irish, and WASPs on 
College Hill. For more infor­
mation, call 331-1616 or email 
ron@l8james.com. 

Historical Association 50th 
2 p.m. Jewish Community 

Center, 401 Elmgrove Ave., Prov­
idence. Lecture by Professor Phil 
Brown of Brown University on 
the Catskills in American-Jewish 
life. Social hour to follow. For 
information, call Anne Sherman 
at 331-1360. 

Holocaust program in 
New Bedford 

6:30 p.m. Holocaust M emo­
rial in Buttonwoods Park, to Tife­
reth Israel Synagogue. Speaker: 
Dr. Warren Priest, Prof. at Kean 
State College, N.H . M ember of 
the American Medical Corps that 
liberated Buchenwald concentra­
tion camp. 

Mon., May 3 
Me'ah Adult education at 

Emanu-El 
7 - 9:15 p.m. 99 Taft Ave., 

Providence. A program for 

in-depth study of Judaism. Havurot; SC Hebrew School 
potluck, folk dance www.hebrewcollege.edu/ meah, or 

call Rabbi Alvan Kaunfer 7:30 p.m. Pitzele on Havdalah 
at & H avurot. 5:30 p.m. Jamestown Grange 

H all, 6 West St. Israeli folk dance 
workshop and potluck. 

331-1616 for info or to register. 

Emanu-El Leisure club 
10 a.m. Temple Emanu-El Lei­

sure Club, 99 Taft Ave., Provi­
dence. Talk on "The Caribbean 
Sea: Its Role in Medical History" 
with Dr. Stanley Aronson. 

At 11:10 a.m. Lloyd Kaplan will 
speak on "An Opera, A Symphony 
and a Rhapsody: Three Composi­
tions that Changed Music." 

Tues., May 4 
Freedom lecture series 

7 p.m. The Historic Newport 
Colony H ouse. Panel discussion: 
Relig ious Diversity and Toleration 
in Newport with speakers D an 
Snydacker, Executive Director 

ewport Historical Society; Keith 
Stokes, Executive Director New­
port County Chamber of Com­
merce, and John Hattendorf, Prof. 
of History Naval War College. 
Light dessert reception following, 
with dietary laws. 

Immigrant neighborhoods 
of Providence 

7:30 p.m., Temple Emanu-El, 
99 Taft Ave., Providence. Albert 
Klyberg, H eritage Harbor Museum 
(moderator), Pich Chhoeun, May­
or's Office of eighborhood Ser­
vices; Marta V. Martinez, Hispanic 
H eritage Committee/RI; Lamin 
Sarr, African Alliance of Rhode 
Island and Melvin Zurier, Jewish 
Historical Association. Free and 
open to the public. 

Wed., May 5 
Cranston Senior Guild 

1 p.m. at Temple Torat Yisrael, 
330 Park Ave., Cranston. Guest 
speaker Stephen Kane, psychother­
apist and jazz musician presenting 
a program of jazz as an American 
art form. Raffle, refreshments. 

Thurs., May 6 
Emanu-EI Leisure club 

10 a.m. Temple Emanu-El, 99 
Taft Ave., Providence. "Under­
standing the Commandment to 
"Honor Your Father and Mother'' 
with Rabbi Peter Stein. 

11:10 am: "Kolot Emanu-El: 
Voices of Emanu-El" with Cantor 
Brian Mayer. 

Fri., May 7 
Fall River Beth El 
to honor founders 

7 p.m. at the temple. Special 
service to honor the memories of 
1929 original members. M. C harles 
Bakst to speak. 

Beth-El scholar 
7:45 p.m. Temple Beth-El, 70 

Orchard Ave., Providence Shabbat 
service followed by Oneg with 
scholar-in -residence Peter Pitzele 
speaking on "What is Biblio­
drama?" 

Sat., May 8 
9 a.m. Minyan service followed 

by Torah study with Pitzele on 
"Bagels and Bibliodrama." Light 
lunch included. 

6 :30 p.m. Potluck supper for 

Sun., May 9 
Lag Ba'omer BBQ 

1 - 2:30 p.m. BBQ & Camp 
open house. 3871 Post Road, War­
wick. Food, games, fun, arts& 
crafts. Donation S3 and S 10 for 
family. RSVP to 884-7888. 

PHDS Lag Ba'omer 
1oon to 3 p.m. Behind the 

JCC, Elmgrove Ave., Providence. 
Parade, clown, food, kids' activi­
ties, rock wall. Sponsored by Prov­
idence Hebrew Day School and 
Chabad of R.I. 

Tues., May 11 
Beth El of Fall River 
sisterhood luncheon 

oon in the vestry of the temple, 
385 High St. Entertainment by 
Judy Bressler's "Klezmer Kaba ret." 
Call Jean Eisenberg for reserva­
tions. 

Thurs., May 13 
Emanu-El Leisure club 

10 a.m. Temple Emanu-El, 99 
Taft Ave., Providence. A Jewish 
Perspective on 'The Passion' by 
Rabbi MarkJagolinzer. 

11:10 am: "The Music of Shab­
bat," Cantor Richard Perlman. 

JOIN talk in Attleboro 
7 p.m. Attleboro Public Library, 

74 orth Main St. Talk by Dr. Ste­
phen Kaplan of the Touro Founda­
tion celebrating the 350'h anniver­
sary of the arrival of Jews in orth 
America. Sponsored by JOIN, the 
Jewish Outreach Initiative. The 
event is free and open to the public. 
For information call Congregation 
Agudas Achim, (508)222-224. 

Sat., May 15 
Habonim to hold "Soulful 

Shabbat" 
9:30 a.m. Temple Habonim, 165 

New Meadow Rd., Barrington. Ser­
vice of meditation, singing, expres­
sion. For info, call D eborah Krous 
at 247-9370 or 
dako72255@yahoo.com 

S18 per person; $30 per couple, 
Sl0 for babysitting. For more 
information, visit 
www.schebrewschool.org. RSVP 
by Saturday, May 8, to Bev Rudman 
at 423-1528. 

Sun., May 16 
H adassah Health 

Symposium 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Brown Uni­

versity Bio-Medical Center, Brown 
and Meeting Sts. Presentations by 
medical care professionals on ADD 
in adults, dental and eye care, der­
matology and osteoporosis. Box 
lunches SlO for H adassah mem­
bers, paid in advance and SlS 
for non-members. Free if you join 
H adassah ( 25 for 2004-2005). 
Reserve by May 3 by sending a 
check to Hadassah/ Rhode Island, 
1150 New London Ave., Cran­
ston, RI 02920. For additional 
information call 463-3636 or email 
rhodeislandchapter@hadassah.org. 

SR. NCSY planning trip to 
Purgatory Chasm 

1:30 -6:30 p.m. National 
Council of Synagogue Youth. Meet 
at Beth Sholom, corner of Camp 
St. and Rochambeau Ave., Prov­
idence. Guided tour and time 
to explore. S 8 for members, $10 
for non members. Bring a lunch. 
Need volunteers to drive. 

Torah, you, friends at the zoo 
2 to 4 p.m. Roger Williams 

Park and Zoo. For additional infor­
mation and registration, contact 
Robin Kauffman at (401)331-0956 
or rkauffman@bjeri.org. 

Ongoing 
Holocaust exhibit at Tifereth 

Israel 

Through M ay 3: Jewish War 
Veterans of New Bedford pictorial 
exhibit about the liberators of the 
concentration camps, at the syna­
gogue. 

ON lHE LOOK OUT FOR A USY ADVISOR 
The search is on for 

a new advisor for one of 
the fastest growing 

USY chapters in the region. 
The Cranston/Warwick USY is looking for an advisor who can: 

• Lead Jewish teens • Instill Leadership 
• Organize Activities • Promote USY Ideals 

Successful candidate must have a car 

Call Marty Cooper at: 295-7703 or Fran Cohen at: 885-0744 
for more information. 
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Communilv 
Schechter spreading its preschool wings to Warwick 

(Third in a series) 

ByMaryKorr 
PROVIDENCE - Jewish 

educators say early childhood edu­
cation is the gateway into the 
Jewish community. Last week 
Pauline Sy, a student in the pre-K 
program at the Alperin Schechter 
D ay School, was the gatekeeper. 

When Alec, 3, came by with 
his mom to visit the program, 
Pauline took his hand - and 
didn't let go. She brought him 
into circle time, where the topic 
was Earth Day. As the children 
spoke of the "safe" trash they 
could pick up in the schoolyard, 
he listened intently for awhile and 
then raised his hand and volun­
teered to pick up any wayward 
frogs. 

H is mom is interested in the 
new preschool program for 3-4 
year olds Schechter is opening 
in September with Temple A m 
D avid in W arwick. She came 
to see what the program was all 
about. 

"Judaism is at the heart of 
what we do," said Risa W alter, 
teacher/director of the pre-K pro­
gram for 4-5 year olds. The pro­
gram is in its third year. W alter 
and other teachers on the Schech­
ter staff will also direct and teach 
in what will be called the Schech­
ter W est Bay Nursery School. 

Preparations are almost com­
plete. With an $11,000 grant 
from the Jewish Federation, class­
rooms were refurbished. 

"Our goal is to provide 
Jewish content for the Jewish 
community, not just our mem­
bers," said Cantor Richard Perl­
man, who heads Am D avid. H e 
said there is a need in the W est 
Bay and South County areas for 
Jewish programs. 

Rachel Silverman of East 
Greenwich will be sending her 
three-year-old son there. She was 
first introduced to the Temple 
through the Friday morning 

Shalom Friends music program 
held there and open to all. "I 
didn't realize how much an early 
exposure to Judaism would mean 1 

to such a young child," she said. 
The W arwick program, in 

response to needs expressed by 
prospective families, will be for 
3-4 year olds, said Walter. It 
will meet from 9 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. three mornings a week, with 
lunch. Day care will be available 
next door. T he cost is S2,900. 

T he P rovidence pre-K meets 
from 8 a.m. to noon, with 
extended days available, from 
noon to 3 p.m. The pre-K tuition 
this year ranges from about 
$4,200 for five mornings a week, 
to $ 7, 260 for five full days. 
Conservative tradition 

Schechter describes itself as 
an egalitarian Conservative 
Jewish day school which serves 
Jewish children and families with 
varying religious practices and 
beliefs. 

I 
Shabbat ends the week with 

a celebration that includes candle 
light ing, challah, kiddush, and 
singing. The holidays call for spe­
cial foods like Shavuot blintzes. 

TELL ME A STORY - Students in the Pre-K program at the Alperin Schechter Day School in Providence 
listen to their morning story. from left are Pauline Sy, Lily Hamin, Penina Satlow, Emmett Stein, 

"This is another place your 
child can call home," said Ruth 
Berenson, director of admis­
s1ons. 

ASD S is an affiliate of the 
Solomon Schechter D ay School 
Association and is a member of 
the Independent School Asso­
ciation of Rhode Island. It is 
accredited by both the state of 
Rhode Island and the Bureau of 
Jewish Education and Indepen­
dent School Association of Rhode 
Island 

The pre-K program is hold­
ing an open house on Thursday 
morning, M ay 13. For more infor­
mation, call Eileen Ellis or Ruth 
Berenson at 751-2470 or email 
ruthberenson_asds@yahoo.com. 

Director/ teacher Risa Walt er, Eitan Vilker, Aaron Jenn is and Jeremiah Bermel. Photos by Mary Karr 

STATE O F ISRAEL BONDS 

RHODE ISLAND 

CAMPAIGN CABINET 

IS PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE 

MARK R. FEINSTEIN 
PRESIDENT 

JEWISH FEDERATION OF RHODE ISLAND 

WILL BE HONORED 

AT A RECEPTION 

ON TUESDAY , JUNE 8, 2004 

6:00 P.M . 

TEMPLE E M ANU-EL 
PROVIDENCE 

SPECIAL G UEST SPE AKER 

PROFESSOR RAYMOND T ANTER 

Noted authority on international terrorism 
Served on the staff of the National Security Counci l in the Reagan/Bush White House 

Served as Personal Representati ve of Secretary of Defense Caspar Weinberger 
CBS News Network Radio analyst - Commentator for MS NBC, BBC and PBS 
NewsHour 

Call 800-752-5651 forfurther info r111ario11 

SCHECHTER PRE-K student Pauline Sy gives a reassuring hand to a 
young visitor to the school last week. 

• ·- __ r v .a 
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Opinion A MAJORITY OF ONE 

Follow the early Zionist leaders 
0 n the occasion of Israel's 56th 

birthday, earlier this month, 
this department discussed one 
of the reasons fo r the success 

of the Zionist movement and its great 

Yehuda 
Lev 

achievement, Israel. • 
That reason was 

the pragmatic solutions 
the Zionists found for 
the problems they had 
to deal with, solutions 
that were often dressed 
in ideological justifi­
cations but which, at 
bottom, were grounded 
in reality. 

It was also sug­
gested that this pragmatic approach has 
been abandoned by Israel's leaders, lead­
ing to a situation in which problems, 
once dealt with by compromise, now 
seem incapable of solution. 

Two events have brought about this 
deplorable condition. One, which is get­
ting a lot of play in the media as a result 
of the growing disaster in Iraq, was Isra­
el's invasion of Lebanon in 1982. 

That move, ill-conceived and badly 
carried out, resulted in Israel's first "war 
of choice," i.e. a war which was not 
forced upon it but begun in response to 
the growing influence of the PLO in the 

occupied territories. 
The obvious parallel with the Amer­

ican invasion oflraq - and even more so 
with Vietnam - lies in the failure of the 
invading force to gauge the strength and 
quality of the popular resistance and to 
avoid a prolonged conflict waged with­
out an adequate exit st rategy. That is the 
situation today in Iraq as described by 
the chattering classes that dominate our 
pri>1t and electronic news analyses. 

But the more important parallel with 
Lebanon, mentioned by several com­
mentators, lies in the insensitivity shown 
by the invaders to the needs of the local 
populations, in both cases, Shi'ite Mus­
lims.· In Iraq, Americans were wel­
comed by the Shi'ites who had long 
·suffered under the domination of Sad­
dam's Sunnis. In southern Lebanon, the 
Israelis were welcomed by the Shi'ites 
who suffered persecution at the hands 
of Palestinian refugees. But the Israeli s, 
allied with Lebanon's Maronite Chris­
tian minority, simply ran roughshod over 
the Shi ' ites and it didn't take long for 
them to squander that good will. The 
conflicts that resulted led to the forma­
tion of Hezbollah and to a permanent 
rupture with a potentially valuable ally. 

The second, and more critical devel­
opment, was the introduction of religion 

as a facto r in determining Israel i policy. 

Of course Judaism was always cen­
tral to the concept of a Jewish state in 
Palestine, but the founders of the modern 
Zionist movement, mainly secular Jews, 
rarely allowed religious imperatives to 
determine the practical decisions that led 
to the creation of the state . However, 
when religious parties became influen­
tial to the degree that their ideological 
agendas affec ted political decisions, an 
element was introduced into Israeli poli­
tics that did not allow for the compro­
mises necessary for pragmatic policies. 
What the Israeli army won for us might 
be negotiable_but what God has given us 
is non-negotiable. 

This attitude was more or less kept 
under control during the early years of 
the state but became a threat to its sur­
vival only in 1977 when a coalition of 
Orthodox and nationalist secular par­
ties formed a government under Mena­
hem Begin. (In all fa irness, the policy of 
settling Jews in the occupied territories 
was started by Labor governments which 
later had cause to regret their rashness.) 

Since 1977, with the important 
exceptions of the peace treaties with 
Egypt and Jordan, it is difficult to think 
of an Israeli foreign or domestic policy 
decision that did not run afoul of the 

Letters to the editor 

In support of Jewish gays 
W e are responding to the April 

2 article by Rabbi Moshe Antelman, 
"Don't Dance Around Abominations." 
While we are not Torah scholars as 
Rabbi Antelman claims to be, we do 
understand the difference between free 
will and the lack thereof. Gay men 
and women do not have a choice. They 
are just gay. They were born that way. 
Many gay people spend many years of 
their lives and many years of therapy 
fighting their natural feelings until they 
realize they are what they are. 

The Torah teaches us that God cre­
ated man in his own image. Would he 
then have created ·a group of people in his 
own image who commit "capital crimes" 
because of the way they were born? 

Actually, there are gay people in all 
walks of life including the Orthodox 
community. There are even gay Ortho-

dox rabbis. 
M ost gay people lead productive 

lives and perform many mitzvahs. If we 
Jews are a loving, caring people as we 
want the world to believe, then should 
we not reach out to gay people and ask 
them to join our congregation and be 
enriched by our Torah? Should we not 
benefit from what gays can contribute to 
our congregation? If we are "a light to 
the nations" then we should lead the way 
and be inclusive rather than exclusive. 
We should be the first, not the last, to 
end discrimination of all peoples. 

The Jews have been the people 
who have been discriminated against the 
most. How can we discriminate against 
anyone who has been created in God 's 
image? 

Louise and Bob Zuckerman 
Providence 

From a Barrington reader 
I would like you to know that I think 

the quality of your articles has improved 
in the last few months. I find them very 
interesting and read most of them. 

I also like the ca lendar format with 

local Jewish community events. 
Keep up the good work. 

Ruth Perlow 
Barrington 

Judaism is love, not hate 
Rabbi Moshe Antelman's Judaism attacks against gay people, I wonder if 

refers to non-Jews who condemn homo- the rabbi would also advocate stoning to 
sexuality as "righteous Gentiles," the death a new wife who was not a virgin, 
same term we use to describe non-Jews as called for in Deuteronomy 22:20. 
who helped save our people from Nazi My Judaism is a religion of love; Rabbi 
extermination. While Antelman cites Antelman's is one of hat~. 
passages from the Torah to justify his Marc Paige 

___________________ Cranston 

Paper makes 
Jewish link 
in R.I. 

When I moved to Qyincy, Mass., 
from New York City, I was told that 
I should subscribe to the Jewish Advo­
cate to be connected to "things Jewish" 
in the area. By the second issue, I was 
shouting back at the paper. 

It was one-sided, I believe. The 
content was almo'st entirely a listing 
of events with more space given to 
the group that agreed with the editor's 
views. So I cancelled my subscription 
with a letter explaining why. 

I had joined the Agudas Achim 
Congregation in Attleboro, the closest 
Reconstructionist shull could find. And 
with my membership dues, I receive 
your newspaper, kol ha kavod! (Well 
done!) 

There is a variety of views from Mr. 
Lev to the American Israeli Political 
Action Committee. There are articles 
of content - even recipes. 

I look forward to reading your 
newspaper when it arrives. 

Rosalind Mainelli 
Qyincy, Mass. 

April 30, 2004 

absolutism dictated by religious stric­
tures, enormously complicating attempts 
by Israel to arrive at peaceful resolutions 
both to its international disputes and its 
internal differences. 

Nor is it difficult to find other exam­
ples in today's world of the tragedies that 
accompany the involvement of religion 
into politics, of which the far reaching 
Muslim extremist movements are only 
the most visible. It was a masterstroke 
of the founde rs of this country that they 
insisted upon strict separation of church 
and state in the Constitution, a basic 
premise of democracy wherever it exists. 

Religion has an important role to 
play in Israel, but if the state is to sur­
vive it must be confined to the private 
sphere. 

Fundamentalist religion, the kind 
practiced by Israel's religious parties, is 
absolutist. Politics in a democratic soci­
ety succeeds by compromise. In a nation 
in which we are two percent of the pop­
ulation, the fundamentalists among us 
can be viewed as curiosa. In Israel, where 
Jews are 80 percent of the population, 
they are becoming a disaster. 

Yehuda L ev, a retired journalist lives in 
Providence. 

May is 'Mental 
Health' month 

I have been a board member of The 
Rhode Island M ental Health Associ­
ation fo r many years. May is Mental 
Health month and the association is 
sponsoring my artwork at Pawtucket 
City Hall for the whole month. All pro­
ceeds will go to the Association. Please 
let the Jewish community know how 
Jewish patients can be creative after 
mental illness. 

Carolyn Schwartz 
Pawtucket 

Submission 
guidelines 

The]ewish Voice & Herald 
welcomes letters to the editor' 
and other opinion pieces on 
topics of interest to the Jewish 
community. All submissions 
must be signed and include 
city of residence and tele­
phone number. Letters to the 
editor should be limited to 250 
words, and viewpoint pieces to 
700 words. Submissions may 
be edited for length or con­
tent. Send submissions to: 
Jewish Voice & Herald, 130 
Sessions St., Providence, 
02906, or e-mail to: 
voiceherald@jfri.org 

I 
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Opinion 
VIEWPOINT 

The obsession of Mel Gibson IN Rff'URN, Sr'ARON GIVES BUSH AN IR4Q ~ACE: RAN 

By Rabbi James B. Rosenberg 
I was supposed to see Mel G ibson's 

The Passion of the Christ with a number of 
my Christian colleagues from the Bar­
rington Clergy Association. H owever, a 
family emergency called me away that 
day so I saw the movie later by myself. In 
the ensuing days I did have the oppor­
tunity to speak with several members 
of Barrington's clergy about their reac­
tions to The Passion. Catholic priests and 
Protestant ministers have told me that 
·the movie presents a view of Christianity 
that distorts their faith almost beyond 
recognition. 

I thoroughly disliked the film, 
though not for reasons that you might 
suspect. Yes, Gibson's treatment of the 
High Priest Caiaphas, his fellow Temple 
priests, and the Jerusalem mob is unre­
mittingly hostile; and yes, in defiance 
of the historical documentation of Pon­
tius Pilate's brutal ru le of Judea from the 
years 26-36, G ibson offers us a fictional 
version of the Roman procurator as a 
compassionate and sensitive man. Nev­
ertheless, in my judgment, it is unfair 
to condemn Passion as anti-Semitic. Fur­
thermore, I do not believe that Mel 
G ibson is himself an anti-Semite, nor do 
I believe that he should be held account­
able for the sins of his father. I think that 
the organized Jewish community in this 
country has blundered badly in focusing 
so much attention on the alleged dan­
gers posed by the showing of The Pas­
sion; all we have managed to do is to 
boost ticket sales for a movie that is not 
worth the price of admission. 

What do I find so objectionable 
about Gibson's film? From my perspec­
tive, the movie is pornographic in its vio­
lence; Gibson seems determined to test 
the legal and the aesthetic limits of both 
the quantity and the quality of the vio­
lence he can show on the screen. The 
interminable scourging scene is a case 
in point. Just how much whipping is 
Jesus able to endure? After ten minutes 
of being beaten mercilessly with leather 
straps, Jesus apparently still has too much 
skin left to satisfy Gibson's blood lust. So 
Gibson directs the actors who are play­
ing the sadistic Roman soldiers to switch 
to straps with metal barbs at their tips; 
so we can spend another ten minutes 
watching actual bits of flesh being torn 
from Jesus' body. 

Is Mel Gibson really interested in 
recreating Jesus' sacrificial torment? Or 
is Gibson more interested in working out 
his perverse obsession with blood and 
gore? In the end, The Passion of the Christ 
seems to have little to do with the Chris­
tian story, but with Gibson's idiosyn­
cratic retelling. As a rabbi interested in 
the origins of Christianity, I am dis­
mayed by Gibson's refusal to balance his 
notion of the Christ of faith with what 
we are uncovering about the Jesus of 
history. In his recent television inter­
view with Diane Sawyer, Gibson made 
it clear that he has no use for any of the 
Biblical scholarship of the past 150 years 
that clarifies to some extent the ways 
in which Jesus of Nazareth is a product 
of the Jewish community of first cen-

tury Palestine. To the contrary, Gibson 
remains an unrepentant fu ndamentalis t, 
who can see no difference between the 
Jesus of the G ospel According to Mark 
and the Jesus of the G ospel According 
to John. To M el G ibson's thinking, the 
fo ur canonical Gospels represent a seam­
less whole, which must be accepted or 
rejected in its entirety. 

Gibson's approach appears to me to 
be a self-indulgent exercise in excess. I 
find it telling that in a movie in which 
close to twenty minutes are devoted to 
the scourging of Jesus, barely twenty sec­
onds are devoted to a visualization of 
the Resurrection. Though I am not a 
C hristian, I know enough to say that 
the Christian story does not end with 
the death on G ood Friday; rather, the 
fa ithful C hristian moves through Good 
Friday to the renewed life of Easter 
morning. What troubles me about The 
Passion of the Christ is that Mel G ibson 
prefers that his audience stand forever in 
the shadow of the Cross, drenched in the 
blood of the Crucifixion, deprived of the 
life-giving power of the Resurrection . 

James Rosenberg is rabbi at Temple 
Habonim in Barrington. 

ALISON ON ALIYAH 

Forever an outsider 
There is a new television show here, 

on the comedy network, that has begun 
to accumulate a significa nt viewership. 
It is called , "M.K. 22," the name of 

Alison 
Golub 

a fictional army unit, 
and, as far as I know, 
it is the firs t "cartoon 
for adults" - Israel's 
answer to "South 
Park." 

Indeed, similar to 
"South Park," this 
show appears to have 
no limits in the areas 
of profanity, racism, 
and inappropriateness 

and my Israeli friends fi nd it endlessly 
hilarious. I, on the other hand, can 
barely catch a word of the dialogue, and 
have no idea what is going on most of 
the time. I have seen the commercials 
for it hundreds of times now, and each. 
time I find myself filled with an intense 
feeling oflonging. I feel painfully inad­
equate whenever I try to understand 
this show, and I would give anything 
to comprehend the cultural framework 
from which it comes. 

The commercial states, in a know­
ing tone, "It's the true story of all of us 
- the show that will do to the army 
what the army did to us ." This contin­
ually strikes me as a distinct and pur­
poseful message. There is no more stark 
contrast among the citizens of Israel 
than the one between those who will 
do, are doing, or have done army ser­
vice - and those who have not and will 
never serve this country. It is the dif­
ference between Israeli Jews and Israeli 
Arabs; between non-religious or con­
servative and ultra-religious or Ortho­
dox; between "true" citizens and those 
of us who, like me, decided to join the 

country a bit late in the game. I have 
an Israel i identity card, and I have an 
Israeli passport, and I am prouder of 
nothing more than that indelible "Israeli" 
stamped in the "citizenship" spot. But I 
am not, and I will never be, truly Israeli. 
A nd I am never more conscious of this 
than when I am trying desperately to 
understand a joke, or a slang expression, 
or a show such as "M .K. 22," while all 
my Israeli fri ends are laughing know­
ingly around me. 

I've seen this phenomenon in many 
of my oieh friends - this distinct sense 
of being Israeli but never really being 
Israeli. I have th ree female friends here 
who emigrated from America decades 
ago, each one married to a native Israeli, 
each with kids my age. Each has had 
her own issues and hardships with her 
adjustment here, but they all consider 
themselves Israeli. Sometimes I wonder, 
however, how the still-ever-present clash 
between their American upbringing and 
their Israeli identity really plays out for 
them. 

I am very close with one of these 
women, and I frequently think of her 
as my mentor in the dimension of kiita, 
or absorption into Israeli society. Her 
Hebrew is absolutely fluent, and she 
bounces back and forth between Eng­
lish and Hebrew within a given sentence 
with an unawareness that only comes 
with complete mastery of the languages. 
Every once in a while, however, I see a 
blank stare on her face when her sons tell 
an "Israeli" joke, or an uncertainty when 
her husband is discussing the historical 
root of a certain Hebrew word. I wonder, 
how must it be for her to encounter 
things like this that she doesn't under­
stand, even after twenty years in the 
country? One of the other women 

told me that throughout her children's 
schooling, they always made sure to ask 
her husband to write the notes to their 
teachers or to sign permission slips, 
because they were always embarrassed 
by her childlike H ebrew handwriting 
and spelling mistakes. 

And then there's this issue of the 
army. H ow can any American ever 
understand what Israeli army service 
is like? And how can anyone hope 
to understand Israeli society without 
having been a part of such a huge face t 
of it? H aving a civilian army means 
that a huge percentage of the society 
has been a part of protecting, serving, 
and paying loyalties (whether he or she 
chooses to or not) to his or her country. 
Not to be a part of this is to be lacking 
something powerful and - whether 
Israelis will admit it or not - unify­
ing. 

God willing, my children will serve 
in the Israeli army. And I will fo rever be 
an outsider to their experiences, and to 
the lessons they will learn about them­
selves and about their society. I will 
always be standing outside, desperately 
rubbing the fog of my breath off the 
windows to see more. And I will never 
know the fear, and the sense of accom­
plishment, and the pain that comes 
with these army experiences that are 
so familiar to everyone else around me. 
My children, and my grandchildren, 
will be cultural strangers to me in many 
ways. There will come a day, hopefully 
soon, that I will be able to translate 
every word of "M.K. 22." But I know 
that I will never truly understand it. 

Alison Stern Golub can be emailed at 
Alison Goiub@hotmail. com. You can also 
read ; ore about her adventures on her 
website at w ww.alisonstern olub.com. 
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Federation 
Federation to honor 

Orodenker, Raskin, Davis 
PROVIDENCE - At its the Urban League. Committee. 

Raskin and his wife, Deb­
orah, and eight children live in 
Providence. 

The Riesman Award 

annual meeting on Tuesday, Orodenker is a senior part­
May 11, the Jewish Federation ner with Tillinghast Licht Per­
of Rhode Island OFRI) will kins Smith & Cohen. H e resides 
be presenting the Joseph W. in Cranston with his wife Sylvia. 
Ress Community Service Award The Hassen+eld Award Lisa Davis will receive the 
to Norman G. Orodenker; the ':f• Robert A. and M arcia S. Ries-
Hassenfeld Award to Russell Russell Raskin will receive D man Leadership evelopment 
Raskin, and the Riesman Award the Merrill L. H assenfeld Award A d " 1 war , given as a stimu us to 
to Lisa Davis. for community service. The . . d . 

Joseph W. Ress 
Community Service 
Award 
The award recognizes individ­
uals who have fulfilled leader­
ship roles in the Federation, local 
or national Jewish agencies, and 
the general Rhode Island com­

munity. 
Oro­

den ke r 
has served 
as a vice 
president 
of JFRI 
and chair 
of the 

Norman Orodenker Commu-
nity Rela­

tions Council (CRC). He is a 
past president of Jewish Family 
Service and is first vice president 
of the Urban League. He chairs 
the Governor's Commission on 
Prejudice & Bias and the Provi­
dence Police Advisory Commit­
tee. 

On behalf of the CRC, he 
currently co-chairs the Black 
Jewish Alliance and the Jewish 
Latino Alliance. He co-chaired 
the Jackie Robinson Exhibit; a 
collaboration 9etween CRC and 

inspire an encourage emerging purpose of 
this award JFRI leadership." As a recipi-

IS 
to ent, Davis and her husband will 

attend the General Assembly 
of the United Jewish Commu­
nities in Cleveland, Ohio next 

"recognize 
and honor 
individuals 
who have 
perfo rmed 
community 
service by 
active par­
ticipat ion 

in one of the major beneficiary 
agencies of the JFRI." The winner 
receives funding to go on a United 
Jewish Communities Mission to 
Israel. 

Raskin's nomination by the 
Providence Hebrew Day School 
noted his 25 years of service to 
PHDS. H e is the current presi­
dent, has served for many years 
as vice president, chaired and sat 
on a number of committees for 
the school, and helped with the 
dean's search last year. 

His other community 
involvements include president 
of the New England Academy 
of Torah; Boy Scouts cubmaster 
pack 104, the JFRI's Board of 
Directors, president of East Side 
Low Income Housing Project, 
and a member of the Legal Ethics 

November. 
Davis is active in the JFRI; 

she has co-chaired the Women's 
Alliance 
annual 
meeting 
for 2004, 
been an 
active 
so l icitor 
for the 
annua l 
campaign, 
was past 
chair of the Young Women's 
Committee, serving on the 
Women's Alliance nominating 
committee, and is current asso­
ciate secretary of the W omen's 
Alliance. 

Davis lives in Pawtucket 
with her husband Larry, and 
their two sons. 

The presentation will take 
place from 7:00 p.m. in the 
social hall of the Jewish Com­
munity Center, 401 Elmgrove 
Ave., Providence. 

Jewish Federation of Rhode lsland1s 

* t 
' 

Women's Alliance '( 
Annual Meetin9 r J 

Tuesday, June I, ZOO -1:30 PM 
12 Sivan 576,. 

J 

Phyllis S. Siperstein Tamarisk Assisted LivinCJ Residence 

for more information call: r,01-r,z1-r,1111 ext. 163 
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From the Federation Executive Vice President 

Counting our blessings 
T his is the time of the Jewish ing and outgoing officers of the 

year that we count. We count the Federation, those individuals who 
Omer during the period between take significant ongoing respon­
Passover and Shavuot. D uring sibility on our behalf W e will 
this period, we are reminded that salute the leaders of our local con­
the freedom we celebrate during stituent agencies who serve the 
Passover doesn't come without most vulnerable of our 18,000 

responsi- Jewish community members, and 
bility. Sha- help all of us to have fuller, more 
vuot, the meaningfu l Jewish lives on a daily 
f e s t i v a 1 basis. 
that com-
memorates 
the giving 
of the Ten 
C o m -
m a n d -

And, of course, we will honor 
those who have been selected 
to receive this year's leadership 
and community service awards. 
These individuals have distin­
guished themselves in forwariling 

ments at the values of tikkun o/am, repair of 
S i n a i , the world, and kol yisrae/ areyvim 
reminds us zeh bah zeh, all Jews being respon­

that we are responsible, one for sible, one for the other. Norman 
the other. Orodenker, the Joseph W. Ress 

In that spirit, I cannot help 
but reflect on how we count on 
the more than 200 individuals, 
you see listed on the facing page. 
By agreeing to serve as our gov­
erning body, they have made a 
commitment to be the eyes and 
ears of our Federation around 
the state, to relate to friends and 
neighbors how we are the lifeline 
for vulnerable Jews around the 
world, and how, with the Part­
nership, we're working more pro­
actively with neighborhoods. 

That is why the nominating 
committees of the past three 
years, chaired by Joshua Teverow, 
Doris Feinberg and, this year, 
Bob Starr, made a concerted effort 
to diversify our board geographi­
cally, by age and by gender. 

There are three groups we 
intend to honor at our annual 
meeting. We will thank incom-

Community Service awardee, has 
spent his lifetime assuring that 
the least fortunate among us 
are treated with respect. Russell 
Raskin, the Merrill L. Hassen­
feld Community Service Award 
recipient, has spent more than 
20 years assuring that children 
receive an excellent Jewish edu­
cation, and working to build a 
strong Providence H ebrew Day 
School. Lisa D avis, the recipient 
of the Robert A . and Marcia 
S. Riesman Leadership Devel­
opment Award, has found her 
Jewish voice in our Women's Alli­
ance, where she has assumed lead­
ership for the Young Women's 
Division. 

Please join me at our annual 
meeting on M ay 11 to honor 
those who work on our behalf 
every day. 

• -=, MUSIC• OVER 40 WO RKSHOPS K FOOD 
ECO·HOUSE TOURS Ill GREEN SHOPPING 

EXHIBITS II CHILDREN 'S PROGRAM 
ALTERNAT I VE ENERGY VEHICLES 

AS220 'S BIZARRE BAZAAR -.. -I• ---
RHODE ISLAND 

SUSTAINABLE 
LIVING FESTIVAL = EWABLE ENERGY EXPO 

11 2004 
- 4~i ~~.. SATURDAY,JUNE 5TH 
~ , y 11am to 7pm • rain or shine 

, ~ ~ .. at the Apeiron Institute 
~ · ~- ~-- for Environmental living in Coventry 

>.~~ 
~,~ 

Tickets: $20 advance/ $25 day of show 
Family rate: $45 advance/ $55 day of show. 
Buy tickets today at www.apeiron.org, 
Garden Grille at 727 East Avenue in 
Pawtucket, or all Strawberries music stores. 

FcEATU-RING 
ELLIS PAUL, JESS KLINE. VIVA QUETZAL 

PLUS OTHER BLUES.JAZZ, . FOLi ARTISTS 

Sponsoretl by the RI State Energy Office. RI Renewable Energy fund, RI Department of Environmental 
Management, RI Resource Recoveiy Corporation & the Providence Phoenix. 
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Federation 
Jewish Federation· of Rhode Island Annual Meeting 

Proposed Slate of Officers and Board of Directors 
President 
Mark R. Feinstein 

First Vice President 
Herbert Stern 

Vice Presidents 
Doris Feinberg 
Alan Litwin 
Robert Starr 
Dee Dee Witman 

Treasurer 
Jeffrey Brier 

Associate Treasurer 
Jerrold Dorfman 

Secretary 
.Sharon Gaines 

Associate Secretary 
David Yavner 

Area Vice Presidents 
Maxine Richman 

East Bay 
Michael Isaacs 

West Bay 
Lorraine Klein 

Southern RI 
David London 

Northern RI 
Laura Pedrick 

Newport County 
Mindy Wachtenheim, 

Providence/Pawtucket 

Honorary Presidents 
Melvin Alperin 
Edward Feldstein 
David Hirsch 
Marvin Holland 
Robert Mann 
Robert Riesman 
Harris Rosen 
Charles Samdperil 
Norman Tilles 

Honorary 
Vice Presidents 
David Cohen 
Stanley Grossman 
Myrna Rosen 
Mathew Shuster 
Melvin Zurier 

Honorary Directors 
Victor Baxt 
Bernard Bell 
Bertram Bernhardt 
Rosalind Bolusky 
Sidney Goldstein 
Albert Gordon 
Sylvia Hassenfeld 
David Horvitz 
Arthur Hurvitz 
Estelle Klemer 
Harold Leavitt 
Jason Levine 
Elaine Odessa 
Charles Salmanson 
Donald Salmanson 
Samuel Salmanson 
Fannie Shore 
Harry Shore 
Sheldon Sollosy 
Harold Soloveitzik 
Milton Stanzler 
Jeanne Weil 

Cf>leasejoin V s 

!For the 59thfinnual Meeting 
of the 

J ewish !Federation of <i(hode Island 
'I'uesday, May 11, 2004 - 7:00 p.m. 

20 Iyar 5764 

fi Celebration of Our Community 
at the 

J ewish Community Center Socialfiall 
401 clmgro1?eJfli:;enue, Cf>roi:;idence 
~ 

Cf>resentation of lgadership and SeroiceJilwards 
Joseph W (/{ess Community .Serr,iceJflward .,,,. J\forman G. Orodenker 

r[?Jesman l:gadership <:/)er,elopmentfiward .,,, . .£1.sa <:/)ar,is 

Merrill J:Jlassenfeld l:gaclership in Coni niunity .Se,v icefiward .,,,. (/{ussell (/{askin 

~ 

Installation of Officers and <Board Members 
A proposal to amend the By-laws to reflect the current spending and 

allocation policies of the Endowment Fund will be submitted at the meeting 

©essert <R._eception 
Mark <A, .'fi'ein stein, r:f'resident <,,. Janetji. cngelhart, c..:ecutii,e \?ice <President 

Board of Directors 
Paul Alexander 
Alan Axelrod* 
David Bazarsky 
Grace Beiser 
Mitzi Berkelhammer 
Robert Berkelhammer 
Amy Blustein 
Jeremy Brenner 
Samuel Brickle 
Jessica Brier 
Alan Buff 
April Chase-Lubitz 
Mayor David Cicilline 
Amir Cohen 
Barnet Cohen 
Lisa Davis 
Susan Leach DeBlasio 
Marc Diamond 
Martin Dittelman 
Bonnie Dwares 
Donald Dwares 
Ellie Elbaum 
Stacy Emanuel 
Rivka Eskovitz 

Charles F rad in 
Carl Freedman 
Linn Freedman* 
Susan Froehlich* 
Alan Gaines 
Stephen Garfinkel 
Brenda Gaynor 
Deborah Gerstenblatt 
Jeffrey Gladstone 
Barry Golden 
Janet Goldman 
Alice Goldstein 
Steven Goliger 
Joan Gray 
Edward Greene 
Alan Hassenfeld 
Hope Hirsch 
Temma Holland 
Rena Jurkowitz 
Lawrence Kahn 
Cynthia Kaplan 
Daniel Kaplan 
Marilyn Kaplan 

Arnold Kaufman Linda Miller 
Gary Kaufman H oward Mintz 
Louis Kirschenbaum Susan Odessa 
Susan Kirschenbaum David Pliskin 
Sherri Klein James Pious 
William Kolb Russell Raskin 
Richard Land Martin Rasnick 
Robert Landau Sanford Reich 
Jerrold Lavine Andrea Reiser 
Bruce Leach David Resnik 
David Leach Susan Resnik 
Bertram Lederer Marcia Riesman 
Carol Levitt Judy Robbins 
Mayer Levitt Judith Rosenstein 
Eleanor Lewis* Bea Ross 
Scott Libman Darrell Ross 
Gary Licht Michael Rudnick 
Richard Licht Martin Saklad 
Toby London Jerrold Salmanson 
Lloyd Malin Steven Schechter 
Ronald Markoff Michael Schuster 
Jeffrey Martin Stuart Schwartz 
Anatoly Miller Hinda Semonoff 

The Jewish Federation of Rhode Island 

Samuel Shamoon 
Marilyn Friedman Shealey 
Richard Shein 
Gary Siperstein 
Laurie Sholes 
Eric Shorr 
William Sikov 
Albert Silverstein 
Garrett Sock 
D avid Soforenko 
Barbara Sokoloff 
Gladys Sollosy 
Jane Sprague 
Selma Stanzler 
Joyce Starr 
Ezra Stieglitz 
Robert Stolzman 
Justin Strauss 
Cheryl Teverow 
Joshua Teverow 
Stanley Wachtenheim 
Irving Waldman 
Mark Weiner 
Gregg Weingeroff 
Ted Winston 
Jennifer Witt 
Sharon Yarlas 
Samuel Zurier 

Rabbinical 
Representatives* 
Rabbi Mordechai Eskovitz 
Rabbi Alan Flam 
Rabbi Wayne Franklin 
Rabbi Eliezer Gibber 
Rabbi Andrea Gouze 
Rabbi Leslie Gutterman 
Rabbi Marc Jagolinzer 
Rabbi Philip Kaplan 
Rabbi Alvan Kaunfer 
Rabbi Yehoshua Laufer 
Rabbi Yossi Laufer 
Rabbi Saul Leeman 
Rabbi Mitchell Levine 
Rabbi Jeffrey Lipson 
Rabbi Sarah Mack 
Rabbi Stephen Parnes 
Rabbi James Rosenberg 
Rabbi Nossom Schuman 
Rabbi Peter Stein 
Rabbi Elyse Wechterman 
Rabbi Yechezkel 
Yudkowsky 

* Ex-officio 

Nominating Committee 
Robert Starr, Chair 
Cheryl Blazar 
Stacy Emanuel 
Sharon Gaines 
Michael Isaacs 
Toby London 
Laura Pedrick 
Roberta Segal 
Barbara Sokoloff 
Irving Waldman 

Barry Fain 
Gloria Feibish 
Alan Feinberg 
Harry Feld 
Barbara Feldstein 
Michael Fine 
Harold Foster 

2004-05 Proposed Slate of Officers and Members of the Board of Directors 
Counter nominations may be made in writing, signed by at least 25 members of the Jewish 
Federation of Rhode Island and filed with the Secretary at least fifteen (15) days prior to the 
Annual Meeting on May 11, 2004. For more information contact Janet Engelhart, Executive 
Vice President, at 421-4111. 



~~- - - ~ - ~- - - --~---------------~----------------
8 Jewish Voice & Herald April 30, 2004 

International 
The Jewish Federation of RI Women 's Alliance 

"Mitzvah of the Month" 
Diplomatic and strategic setbacks highlight 
weaknesses of the Palestinians 

and 

Alperin Schechter Day School 

"Mitzvah Day" 
bring you 

IPRINC CLEANING 
F@R luMMEit FuN 

Join us for a picnic lunch followed by 
campsite cleanup projects at beautiful 

CAMPJORi 
!•Pl l·l ·MMfi4•i l•I 

sundav. Mav 23 
Noon - 4:00 P.M. 

A great family event! 
Bring your own picnic lunch 

Beverages & Dessert provided 
Bring work gloves if possible 

RSVP by Friday,May 14, to Lisa Burtan at421 -4111,ext 163 
or E-mail: lburtan@jfri.org 

DIRECTIONS: From Providence - Take 1-9S South to Exit 9 (Route 
4 South) to Route 1 South. Turn right onto 138 West past URI. 
Turn left onto Route 110 South (Ministerial Road). Turn right 
onto Worden's Pond Road, continue for 2 miles . Camp JORI at 
Worden's Pond is on the right. 

(News Analysis) 

JERUSALEM QTA)-The 
assassination of H amas leader 
Abdel Aziz Rantissi, combined 
with President Bush 's backing 
of Israel's disengagement plan 
from the Palestinians, has dealt 
a double blow to Palestinian 
hopes for strategic leverage in the 
Middle East. 

Palestinians now are looking 
to the Gaza Strip as the next 
opportunity to reorganize a polit­
ical community in di sarray. 

It remains unclear who will 
take over in Gaza after the Israe­
lis pull out, but sources say Israel 
and the Palestinians increasingly 
are eyeing Mohammed Dahlan, 
the former Palestinian Authority 
minister of internal security, as a 
future strongman. 

With the elimination of 
H amas' leadership leaving a 
potential political vacuum in the 
Gaza Strip, Dahlan, a pragma­
tist, is the natural candidate to 
fill it. 

"I don't want to discuss 
names," Palestinian lawmaker 
H anan Ashrawi told JTA. 
"What's important in Gaza is not 
that name or another, what's nec­
essary is the rule of law - and 
if it's M ohammed Dahlan that 

PRESIDENT BUSH and Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon shake hands 
during a news conference at the White House on April 14. 

few Palestinian leaders who dared 
to speak out in favor of Israel's 
disengagement plan -or, at least, 
the Gaza portion of it, praising 
it as vindication of the Palestin­
ian terrorist strategy. But that was 
before Bush's endorsement of the 
plan and the killing of Rantissi. 

Now, with Bush supporting 
Israel's claim to part of the West 
Bank, Palestin ians may find it 
harder to swallow D ahlan's initial 
backing of the plan . Moreover, 
Israel's preference for D ahlan 
could work against him, as the 
Palestinians repudiate any leader 
favored by Israel. 

Photo Paul Morse/White House 

In a recent interview with 
Toronto's G lobe and Mail news­
paper, Dahlan said that a 
reformed, liberated Gaza Strip 
could serve as a model for a future 
Palestinian administration. H e 
dismissed suggestions that the 
Palestinian Authority is threat­
ened by H amas and said the Pal­
estinian Authority would have 
no problem reasserting its control 
over a liberated Gaza Strip. 

At the same time, the Pales­
t inian Authority has been nego­
tiati ng with Hamas and Islamic 
Jihad - another terrorist group 
- on understandings fo r the 

See SETBACKS, page 9 

Featuring a wide variety of musical styles, including folk, rock, country, opera and cantorial music - something for everyone! . 

There will also be a special guest appearance by Rhode Island's own Cantor Richard Perlman . 

Sunday, May 23, 2004 
6:00 p.m.- 8:00 p.m. 

Tickets: $54.00* • $36.00 • $18 .00 
*Includes reception with Manny and Kim following the concert. 

Cantor Manny Perlman and Cantor Kimberly Komrad, 
known as the musical duo Manny & Kim have been raising 

the spirits of congregations and audiences throughout the 
United States and Europe for many years. Manny is the 
brother of Temple Am David's Cantor Richard Perlman. 



April 30, 2004 Jewish Voice & Herald 9 

International 
Diplomatic and strategic setbacks Stephen F. Schiff, M.D., F.A.C.S. 
From page 8 

post-withdrawal period. 
Palestinian newspapers have 

compared Bush's declaration of 
support for Israel's disengage­
ment plan to the 1917 Balfour 
D eclaration. That letter, written 
by the British foreign secretary, 
Lord Balfour, to the Jewish leader 
Baron Rothschild, stated that 
"His Majesty's Government views 
with favor the establishment in 
Palestine of a national home for 
the Jewish people." 

Bush 's statement on April 
15, which demonstrated that the 
United States accepts permanent 
Israeli settlement in parts of the 
West Bank, will be marked as yet 
another notorious date in the his­
tory of the Palestinian national 
tragedy, Palestinian newspapers 
said. 

Traditionally, U.S. policy has 
regarded the settlements as ille­
gal, but now that policy has been 
reversed. 

Many Palestinians perceive 
Bush's warm embrace of Sharon 
as a signal that settlements like 
Ariel and M a'aleh Adumim are 
here to stay. Even the Clinton 
administration, in its January 
2001 proposal for a peace agree­
ment, had done much the same, 

proposing that Israel retain major 
settlement blocs close to the 
pre-1967 boundary. 

Still, even Palestinians who 
had expressed a willingness to 
accept minor border alterations 
and territorial exchanges were 
devastated by Bush 's April 15 
statements. 

Yasser Abed Rabbo, a Pales­
tinian architect of the unofficial 
"Geneva accord" peace proposal, 
said the Bush-Sharon meeting 
amounted to "the end of the 
peace process." P.A. Prime Min­
ister Ahmed Qyrei described it as 
a "catastrophe." 

Thus, the Palestinians will 
move in two directions: They 
will try to convince the Euro­
pean Union to push the Amer­
icans toward a more "balanced" 
policy, and they will try to enlist 
growing resentment toward Bush 
in the Arab world for their cause. 

Within the Palestinian polit­
ical community, Rantissi's killing 
makes dialogue between H amas 
and the Palestinian Authority 
easier in the short run. 

With Rantissi gone and 
Hamas weakened, the Palestin­
ian Authority may find it easier 
to reach an internal understand-

ing with Hamas - provided that 
H amas' leadership in Damascus 
does not get in the way. With 
the Palestinian political establish­
ment weak already, unity is key. 

MOHEL 
CERTIFIED by Jewish Theological Seminary and 

the Rabbinical Assembly 
CERTIFIED by the American Board of Urology 401-274-6565 
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Jonathan Salinger, Manager 
Deborah Salinger, Loan Coordinator 
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Wayland Court 100 Wayland Avenue 
• Two bedrooms 
• Balcony 
• Fireplace 
• Fitness Center 
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• Apt. Washer & Dryer 
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• Oak Hardwood Floors 
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• Ample Closets 
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• Elevator 
• Stainless Appliances 
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Judalo Tr-liUUr~ 
Your one stop shop for everythingjewisl, 

WE'RE ON THE MOVE~ 
TO 746 HOPE STREET! 

}AO\J 
ON AVE-~ •SAVE 

SAVINGS UP TO 10% OFF 

April 30, 2004 

·1re>~ ~ Remembering the fallen 

STORE HOURS: Mon. - Thurs. 1 o-5:30 • Friday: 10-3 • Sunday: 10-3 
775 Hope Street, Providence • Tel: 454-4775 • Fax: 454-4692 

Visit us on the web at: www.judaictraditions.com 

An Israeli family prays over the grave of their relative, as sol­
diers join them at the Mt. Herzl military cemetery in Jerusa­
lem on the eve of Yorn Hazikaron, Israel's memorial day for 
its fallen soldiers. Israel marked Memorial Day on Monday, 
to honor all those Israeli soldiers killed in wars since the cre-
ation of the Jewish state in 1948. Photo: Brian Hendler!JTA 

Pr ovia en ce :J--{e6rew 'Day Sclioo[ I N ew 'Eng [an a .'A.caaemy of Torali 
.'A.muaim 'D inner an a .'A.waras Cer emony 

Sunaay, June 13, 2004 •:• 4 5 0 'E{mgrov e .'Avenue •:• Proviaence, RI 02906 •!• To y{ace an ad; ca{{ (401) 331-5327 

'Dr. ana 211.rs . 211.ichae{ :fefaer 
.Jlmudim .Jlwara'.Recgi ients 

The Providence Hebrew Day School / New England 
Academy ofTorah is pleased to honor Dr. and Mrs. 
Michael Felder with the Amudim Award of 2004. We 
recognize th is special couple for their service to the 
Provid~nce Hebrew Day School and to the Providence 
Jewish community as a whole. 

El issa cares for their young fami ly and has been chair 
and co-chair of the Parent Teacher Farnily(PT F) O rganiza­
tion over many of the last several years. She teaches 
daven ing (prayer) to the second grade and substitu tes as 

_ the Phys icaJ Education teacher. She is very active with the 
C hevra Kadisha Qewish Burial Society), has served on the 
Jewish Community D ay School Task Force and has been a 
key organizer of the PHDS "Winter Extravaganza''. She 
continues to involve herself in many of the activities at the 
school. M ichael works as 3. Family Doctor, seeing patien~ 
in h is Warwick office. He also teaches medical ethics at the 
Brown University M edical School and med ical ethics, 
internal medicine and pediatrics at the Rhode Is land and 
Miriam H ospitals. He has chaired the PHDS Education 
Com mi ttee for the lase three years and has been an active 
member of the Executive Board, serving on a number of 
ad hoc commi ttees. M ichael has also served on the Board 
of the Bureau of Jewish Educatio n and the Jewish 
Federation. 

211.rs . :fania (jross 
Dor £ Dor .Award" 

T he Providence H ebrew Day School and the New 
England Academy ofTorah are proud to bestow the Dor 
L Dor - Generation to Generation -Award to Mrs. Fan ia 
Gross in recogn ition of her th irty plus years of dedicated 
service to the school. · 

Mrs. Gross was raised in Bialos tok, Poland, where she 
attended and graduated from the Mizrachi H ebrew 
Teachers College in Vi lna. She met her American husband 
in Poland and was able ro imm igrate to the United States 
in 1939. She seeded in Providence and attended Rhode 

Island College. 
Mrs. Gross began an illustrious career at the Providence 

H ebrew Day School shorcly after her arrival in the Un ited 
States. O ver the course of her thirty years, she caught 
many different grades ranging from kindergarten to high 
school and had a profound impact o n her students. M rs. 
G ross notes chat PHDS was the firs r H ebrew school in the 
area and that, "PHDS felt like home"' . She particularly 
enjoyed the nice parents, the wonderfu l ch ild ren , and the 
warm acrnosphere. 

Mrs. G ross has three child ren. Norman is a lawyer in 
C hicago. Libby, who lives in Waterfo rd , is a reti red reacher 
and won the sta te 'award for best reacher. Bernice lives in 
White Pi a.i ns and is a reacher/social worker. 

Mrs. Gross still maintains a strong friendshi p with the 
Beiser fam ily and other fami lie~ in the Providence area. 

211.r. Sherw in (jooa6{att 
:Jound"ers :J{a[[ of :Jam e .Award" 

For over 50 years, the Providence H ebrew Day School 
and the New England Academy ofTorah have been 
p roviding high qual ity Jewish and secular education to 
children th roughout Rhode Island and southeastern 
Massachusetts. T he fo und ing, conti nuation and enhance­
ment of chis institution are attributed to the hard work and 
inspiration of a number of dedicated ind ividuals over the 
years. W ith th is in mi nd, a Founders H all of Fame was 
es tabl ished to pay tribute to those who dedicated them­
selves to PHDS/NEAT and Jewish education . T his year's 
recipient of the Founders Hall of Fame award is M r. 

SherwinZ . G oodblatt. 

Mr. G oodblatt is a native of Providence and the son of 
two of the earl iest founders/suppo rters of the Providence 
H ebrew Day School, the late Alex H . and Sarah L. 
Goodblarc. Mr. Goodblatt has continued the fun ily 
tradition of supporting Jewish education at the school. He 
is a graduate of Providence College and holds graduate 
degrees from Georgia State University and Columbia 
Univers ity. He trained as a hospi tal admin istrator at 
Maimonides Medical Center in Brooklyn , New York. He 
served as Director of the Deborah H ospital in New Jersey 
and Massachusetts Rehabil itation Hospira.I in Boston and as 
Director of cl1e Rhode Island Group Health Association. 
Add itionally, he h,1s had a long career in te.iching at 
Providence College, Rutgers Univers ity and Columbia 
Un iver3it 1. 
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News Briefs 
Saudi FM: We don't 

fundHamas 
Saudi Arabia says it has cut 

off funds to the fami lies of Pal­
estinian suicide bombers. "Now 
not a penny is going from Saudi 
Arabia," Prince Saud al-Faisal, 
the Saudi foreign minister, told 
NBC's "Today" show in an inter­
view broadcast Monday. "The 
controls are really very strin­
gent." Reminded that until two 
years ago, tens o millions of dol­
lars went to Palestinian terrorist 
groups, Saud in&isted that today 
Saudi money was "not funding 
Hamas or suicide bombers." U.S. 
Secretary of State Colin Powell 
welcomed the statement. 'Tm 
pleased that he is being so cate­
gorical about it because our infor­
mation is that the Saudis now see 
it the same way we do," he sa id. 

Happy birthday, Israel 
Israel kicked off its Inde­

pendence Day celebrations. The 
Jewish state's 56th birthday began 
at sundown Monday, when 16 
athletes lit candles at a blue-rib­
bon ceremony at Mount Herzl in 
Jerusalem. The event also ended 
the memorial day for Israel's war 
dead. 

Sharon to return to 
Washington 

Israel's prime minister will 
return to Washington next month 
to promote his plan to withdraw 
from the Gaza Strip. Ariel 
Sharon, whose attendance at the 
annual AIPAC conference May 
16-18 ·was confirmed Monday, 
also is likely to meet with Pres­
ident Bush during the visit. 
Another Bush-Sharon summit, 
coming after the May 2 Likud 
Party referendum on the Gaza 
withdrawal plan, would expand 

on details of Israel's plan fo r 
disengagement from the Pales­
tinians. There's no word yet on 
whether Bush will address the 
AIPAC conference. The State 
Department's top envoy for the 
Israeli-Palestinian peace process, 
John Wolf, who rarely makes 
public appearances, also is sched­
uled to address the conference. 

Israel, in memoriam 
On Israel's memorial day, 

Israelis remembered the country's 
21,782 fa!Jen soldiers and vic­
tims of terrorism. The Jewish 
state came to a halt for two min­
utes Sunday night and Monday 
morning as sirens sounded nation­
wide to mark the memorial day. 
Bereaved families and friends 
flocked to cemeteries around the 
country, and many Israeli busi­
nesses were closed. Israel i secu­
rity forces remained on high alert 
as Israel prepared to celebrate its 
56th Independence Day, begin­
ning Monday night. 

Revisiting Iraqi 
WMDs 

Israel's army chief of staff said 
Iraq had chemical weapons before 
the U.S. invasion last year. In 
an interview published Monday 
in Israel's Yediot Achronot news­
paper, Lt. Gen. Moshe Ya'alon 
said Israeli intelligence identified 
Iraqi aircraft that were designed 
to deliver chemical weapons in 
attacks on the Jewish state. "We 
identified them as unmanned 
drones, Tupolev-16s and Sukhois," 
Ya'alon said. "They were specially 
rigged for these kinds of missions, 
dispersing chemical weapons . .. we 
are talking about dozens or no 
more than hundreds of kilos of 
material" that was toxic. U.S. offi­
cials did not immediately com­
ment on the report. 

A S S E T M A N A G E M E N T 

We have researched and invested 
in value securities for over 20 years. 

Isn't it time you put our value to work for you? 

Value Investments 

If you have $250,000 or more to invest, 
please call Gary Siperstein . 

Eliot Rose Asset Management, LLC 
www.eliotrose.com 

401-588-5102 
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New Hamas leader !RESHO~! A co-founder of Hamas 
reportedly has taken over the ter­
rorist group's leadership. Ha'aretz 
reported Monday that Mahmoud 
Zahar, a surgeon who spent several 
stints in Israeli jails for co-found­
ing Hamas, was secretly elected to 
replace the group's recently assas­
sinated leader, Abdel Aziz Ran­
tissi. 

Boot vour computers and plug RESHON in vour 
search engine. You will be surprised al what vou 

find and what vou can order! 

* * 

Prices for our custom hand-crafted 
custom wooden Judaica 
have never been so low. 

Consistent 
returns begin 
with a consistent 
investment team. 
Low turnover and a limited number of accounts per 

person are two of the hallmarks of the investment team at 

Phoenix Investment Management. The consistency of our 

service is matched by a proven track record of delivering 

PHOENIX 
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investing$ I million or more, perhaps it 's time you 

learned how rewarding a relationship with our team can 

be. Call us at 401-331-6650 

INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT 
A Division of The Washington Trust Company 

www.washtrust.com 

ProducJ.s and sen'fces of Phoenix h11YJSl111e11/ Management are not FDIC insured. 

Let Mom 
relax 

With great Movies from 
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www .ritutorial.com 

Enrichment & Strength Training 
Creative Writing, Exploring Literature, 

Organizational and Study Skills, 
Algebra, Math S.A.T. Review, 

Elementary Math Skills. 

Bring A Friend Book Clubs 
Summer Reading made fun! 

Book Clubs meet in Pawtucket, 
Barrington, and North Kingstown. 

Fun For Students Entering Grades 2 • 12 

Four Good 
Reasons 
to Invest with Edward Jones 

0 U.S. government 
guaranteed bonds 
.90% to 5.07% 
Guaranteed as to timely 
payment of principal 
and interest. 

@insured federal income 
tax-free municipal bond 
1.25% to 4.99% 
Interest may be subject 
to state and local taxes 
and Alternative Minimum 
Tax. Insured as to timely 
payment of principal and 
interest. Insurance does 
not eliminate market risk. 

8 Investment Grade 
Corporate Bonds 
3.03% to 6.36% 

*Yield to maturity effective 4/22/04, subject to avail­
ability and price change. Yield and market value may 
fluctuate if sold prior to maturity,and the amount 
receivedfromthesaleofthesesecuritiesmaybeless 
thantheamountoriginallyinvested. 

Someoftheavailableissuesarecallable.Contactyour 
localEdwardJonesinvestmentrepresentativeformore 
informationaboutmaturitydatesand 
applicable call provisions. 

Call or stop by today. 
Frederick J. (Rick) Harkins 
Investment Representative 
247 Rochambeau Avenue 
Providence, RI 02906 
Bus 401-751-4599 
Fax 877-556-4433 
www.edwardjones.com 

MemberSIPC 

EdwardJones 

JFS celebrates 75th anniversary 
From page 1 

immediately went to work and 
during the Great D epression, 
offered relief packages, grants and 
job opportunities. 

In the late '30s, it got its first 
taste of immigration serv ices, as 
Jews fleeing azi-infested Europe 
began arriving in the United 
States. I mmigration and reset­
tlement services later became a 
hallmark of the organization, 
continuing into the late 1980s and 
early '90s when waves of Soviet 
Jews come to Rhode Island. 

In the early '40s, the orga­
nization began to begin to focus 
more on children and orphans, 
and when its partner, the Jewish 
Orphanage of Rhode Island, 
closed, it began finding foster 
homes for them. It changed its 
name to Jewish Family and Chil­
dren's Service as a result of the 
shift. 

A period of slow growth fol­
lowed, until Paul Segal became 
executive director in 1971 and 
the organization became known 
as Jewish Family Service. Segal, 
who retired in 2003, expanded 
the staff and services. The organi­
zation moved to the United Way 
Building from its modest space 
on the Butler Hospital grounds, 
and soon the programming blos­
somed into sen ior services such 
as home care, the kosher mealsite 
in Cranston (1981), and the Life­
line Emergency Response System 

(1986). It hired more registered 
nurses and in 1990 the JFS offices 
had to be renovated to handle 
the growth in programs. It was 
recognized for its service to the 
Jewish community in 1989 when 
it became a "core agency" of 
the Jewish Federation of Rhode 
Island, and began receiv ing an 
annual allocation. 

The early '90s also saw the 
addition of its counseling services, 
including grief and mourning ser­
vices and drug and alcohol coun­
seling. It established the "Family 
of the Year" award in 1994, 
and the Julie Claire Gutterman 
Memorial Lecture in 2000 for 
men.ta! health professionals. 

The 21st century has beep a 
dynamic one for JFS, providing 
many challenges and opportuni­
ties. John Shalett replaced Paul 
Segal, while United Way restruc­
turing left JFS on a multi-year 
decline in their core allocation. 
Their Lifeline program recently 
reached a new highlight as well , 
gaining its 1,000th subscriber. 

GREETINGS - At right, Ellen 
Steingold, director of refugee 
settle ment at Jewish Family 
Service, shakes hands with a 
newly arrived immigrant from 
the Soviet Union, in an undated 
file photo. 

Photo courtesy JFS. 

JFS EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR John Shalett greets Mayor Cicilline at 
anniversary event. 

You Make The Difference 
¢ URI students Rachel Palmer (2nd from 

left) and Tamar Weinberg (right) are among 
the 60,000 participants to date in the 
birthright israe/ program, which sends 
college students and young adults on their 
first organized trip to Israel. · 

¢ Those who go learn more about Israel and 
more about their own Jewish identity -
many become Jewish leaders on campus 
and in their communities. 

¢ Your gift to the Jewish Federation of 
Rhode Island Annual Community Campaign 
is giving our young people their birthright in 
Israel and on campus and in turn is helping 
us secure our community's future. 

Make a Difference! M~ke your gift to the 
Jewish Federation of Rhode Island 
2004 Annual Community Campaign 

Contact Sylvia Berman-Peck at: 401-421-4111, ext. 171; 
E-mail: sbermanpeck@jfri.org; or go to our website at: 

www.jfri.org to make a secure donation online. 
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Israel at the mall 
From page 1 

mother put on 3-D glasses and 
looked at different pictures of 
Israeli environment, from deserts 
to mountains to lush green fo r­
ests. 

A man in a business suit 
examined the map fo r a few sec­
onds and then asked where the 
W est Bank was. Frund took off 
her shoes, climbed onto the map 
and walked along the bordering 
regions of the W est Bank, and 
then pointed to the surrounding 
cities in Israel proper. 

The program "gives people 
an opportunity to connect" to the 
Jewish communtiy, said Minna 
Ellison, director of the BJE. "It 
also let's merchants know that 
there is a Jewish consumer base." 

The Celebrations program, 
which is made posible by an 
endowment grant from the Jewish 
Federation of Rhode Island, part­
ners with a Jewish organization 
and a local business to "bring 

Jewish life into the marketplace." 
The W arwick event partnered 
with the Community Relations 
Council of the JFRI, while their 
Sukkah build ing program at 
H ome D epot in North Prov­
idence partnered with Temple 
Shalom, and their recipe class at 
Bella Art in Cranston partnered 
with Temple Sinai . 

"I really see this as every­
body's program, not just ours," 
Ellison said. 

While the event unfr tonu­
ately had to compete with the 
first beach day of the summer, 
it still managed to pull a multi­
tude of people, Jewish and oth­
erwise, over to the info rmational 
booth . They picked up info rma­
tion about Israel's va ried reli­
gious communities, toy Israel i 
fl ags and even recipes for tahini . 
Shi ra Kaplan, of Providence, 
drove down to the mall to let her 
children Aaron, 9, and Rebecca, 

Fall River Jewish Home 
538 Robeson St., Fall River, MA 02720 
----------.. --------------. --.. --------. --
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CHILDREN AT THE MALL - Aaron Kaplan and Einat Goldshtein walk 
on a virtual map of Israel. Photo by Jonathan Rubin 

6, play on the map. "Aaron loves once." 
it," she sa id. "And it gives us The next event will be "The 
a chance to see everything at Torah, You and Our Friends at 

the Zoo," held at Roger W illiams 

Leave a bequest to The Rhode 
Island Foundation. We'll make 
grants to the causes you care 
about and the charities you 
admire. In your name. Forever. 

Set up a donor-advised fund 
at the Foundation. Take a big tax 
deduction now. And make grants, 
in your name, to any charity in 
the country. We do the paper­
work. 

Ask your attorney or tax 
advisor. Or call us. 
Bequest in your name: $5,000 minimum 

Oonor~advised funds : $10,000 minimum 

Kit includes: 
• special invitations to Foundation events 
• our informative insider's newsletter 
• a how-to guide to setting up your own 

charitable fund 
• the Foundation 's inspiring annual report 

( Visit www.rifoundation.org ) 
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firts 
Ten Commandments magnet for kids 

By Clnrli Sheer 
Shavuot is the late spring time 

holiday in which we celebrate the 
giving of the Torah to M oses on 
Mt. Sinai. It occurs on the 6th 
and 7th of Sivan, corresponding 
to May or June on the secular cal­
endar. 

In biblical times, Shavuot 
(H ebrew for "weeks") was the 
time when ag ricultu ral offerings 
were brought to the Temple in 
Jerusalem to celebrate the end of 
the spring barley harvest and the 
start of the summer wheat har­
vest . 

On Shavuot, the Torah read­
ing includes the T en Command­
ments, the fundamental laws by 
which we are expected to live our 
lives. T raditionally, these laws 
are represented in the fo rm of the 
two stone tablets. 

The Book of Ruth is also 
read during Shavuot. M uch of the 
story occurs in the barley fields 
during harvest time. It relates the 
touching story of Ruth, a non-Jew 
by birth , whose devotion to her 
Jewish mother-in-law, Naomi, led 
to her conversion to Juda ism. 

Ten Commandments Magnet 

"Every day should be M oth­
er's D ay," I was told as a child. 
H owever, in many of today's non­
traditional families, "Parent's 
D ay" might be the best name for a 
holiday on which to show respect 
and love for those who fill the 
traditional mother and/or father 
roles. It is with this in mind that 
the 5,h C ommandment quoted in 
this project has been edited from 
"Honor your father and mother" 
to "H onor your parents". 

Level of difficulty: 
Easy to I ntermediate 

What you'll need: 
4" x 9" piece of construction 

paper 

scissors 

glues tick 

business card size magnets (may 
be purchased in packages of 25 
anywhere office supplies are sold) 

magazines or color newspaper 
supplements 

What you'll do: 
1. Bring the two 4" sides 

towards each other until the edges 
meet. Crease the two outside 
edges, so th at a pair of" doors" is 
formed. 

2 . Cut a rounded edge on the 
top of each door. 

3 . Choose one color to rep­
resent the stone tablets, such as 
brown, g ray, or light blue. From 
color magazine pages or newspa­
per supplements, tear bits of you r 
chosen color hue. 

4. Cover the doors completely 
by glui ng and overlapping torn 
paper pieces. 

5. Choose a contrasting color. 
From 3/8" wide strips, cut 26 
pieces each ½" long. 

6. Use the thin strips to form 
Roman numerals. 

G lue I (1), II (2), III (3), I V (4), 
[not V (5)] on the right door, 
from top to bottom. 

G lue VI (6), VII (7), VIII (8), 
IX (9), and X (10) on the left 
door. 

The nu mbers are arra nged 

Honor 
Youf' 

PaY-ents '' 

this way to reflect the d irection in Glue it on the right door below 
colored pencils, markers, or which H ebrew is read. the IV (4). 

9. Press the self-stick magnet 
onto the back. 

crayons 

Honor her by giving her 
a membership to the 

Women's Alliance Endowment Fund 
at the Jewish Federation of RI 

Members meet once a year 
to ttistribute the enaowment income 

to programs that benefit girts ana women. 

Lifetime fund membership is $1,000 
(payable over three years). For more information, 
contact Rachel Siegal at J/.01-421 -4111 or 

rsiegal@jfri.org 

Variation : You may use a con­
trasting color marker to write the 
corresponding H ebrew letters to 
represent the numbers. 

7. Use a different contrasting 
color to form the Roman numeral 

8. Open the doors and on the 
inside write 

"The 5th Commandment -
H onor Your (Father and Mother) 
Parents." 

Variation: Add a loop of 
ribbon for hanging. 

The completed project makes 
a very thoughtful gift. 

V(5). 

Sculptor to speak at JCC Gallery 401 
PROVIDENCE- Sculptor 

Robert Katz will speak about his 
upcoming exhibit at Gallery 401 
in the Jewish Community Center 
at 2 p.m., Friday, May 7. 

The exhibit, called "Small 
Altars," will run from May 9-29. 
The focus of the work is on the 
Holocaust . 

Katz will show a video that 

documents his search for his 
family, who lived in Poland prior 
to the Holocaust. The video 
records his journey from his 
grandfather's shtetl, to Krakow's 
old Jewish ghetto, and ends with 
images of the death camps. 

Katz is a professor of art 
at the University of Maine at 
Augusta . 

The event is co-sponsored 
by the Rhode Island Holocaust 
Memorial Museum. 

The gallery, at 401 E lm­
grove Ave., is open Mon. through 
Thurs., 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. ; Fri. , 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m., and by appoint­
ment. 

For more information, call 
861-8800. 

The Community is Invitea. 

2114 ANNUAL MERING 
The Jewish Community Center of Rhode Island 

401 Elmgroue Huenue 
Prouidence, Rhode Island 

Wednesday, May 12, 2004 • 7:15 PM 
You 

belong 
here 

21 lyar 5764 

Jgg 
• Installation of Officers & Board - Rose Mossberg Malkin , Pres ident-Elect 

• Recognition of Kosher Meals on Wheels Volunteers 

Oouglas Emanuel, Evening's Host 



April 30, 2004 

"THE PRODUCERS" 
tht nn MEL BROOKS musical 

hak.., music & lyrics.., 

MEL & THOMAS MEL 
BROOKS MEEHAN BROOKS 

,n6 rf sptci1I 1rnng1mtll1 with Stvdi0C1n1I 

dinctian and chortagraptr-,.., 

SUSAN 
STROMAN 

SEPTEMBER 21 -DCTUBER 3 
CALL (401) 421-ARTS 

At ticketmaster by phone or online only 
Groups (20 or more) (401) 421- 2997 x 3162 

Order online anytime at ppacri.org 

= ~- - -
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PROVIDENCE 
PERFORMING 
ARTS CENTER 

, u( th 

::5ri 
..-.,1111un11111t.CH 

ITllFN ll NK 
BR~WAY SERIES 
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Food 
THE MODERN JEWISH COOK 

Spring soups are perfect starters 

Zell Schulman 

M a n y 
people think of 
soup as a winter 
staple, yet these 
soups say spring 
to me. They are 
quick, can be 
frozen and will 
have your palate 
aroused like 
never before. 

I've filled a punch bowl with 
the tomato bisque and the melon 
soup. They are both perfect "cock­
tail" starters and g reat for those 
counting calories. 

They may all be prepared 
ahead of t ime, and freeze beaut i­
fully. They are quick, tasty, a per­
fect beginning for lunch or dinner 
and great for entertaining. 

Soup Sips 
These sips, er, tips, will turn 

your soup preparation into an 
adventure. To add a different 
taste, add a Ii ttle kosher or sea 
salt to your soups. 

Splash a dash of seasoning 
such as curry, cumin, white wine, 
Worcestershi re, Tabasco, steak 
sauces , or dry sherry at the last 
minute. These work wonders on 

canned soups. 

Make a great stock base for 
the freezer. Keep a container in 
your refrigerator to collect leftover 
gravies, steamed vegetable water 
and meat scraps. C ook together 
with a little chicken or beef broth 
one or two hours, then strain it 
and you'll have a g reat stock. 

Garnish your soups with finely 
chopped fresh herbs, grated or 

1~~r~ TNUVA Sense the Original Taste of Quality 
For more general information about Tnuva and facts about Tnuva 's Kash rut, 
please visit the Tnuva Website at: www.tnuva.com 
Available at select Stop & Shop's and the Butcherie, Brookline. Ask your Local Store for Avallabfltty 
Sole distributer In New England area : S.W.B. ('lew England In c., Tel :--' S-08) 580 2929 
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crumbled cheese, small strips of 
mushrooms, green onions, sweet 
bell peppers or paper-thin slices 
of lemon, lime or orange peel. 
A ny of these will add the perfect 
touches of colors and flavors. 

Easy Tomato Bisque 
Serves 6 

Ingredients: 
Two (10-3/4 ounce) cans 

tomato soup 

One (10-3/4-ounce) can low 
sodium tomato soup 

1 fresh bay leaf or 1 teaspoon 
dried basil 

1 tablespoon d ried oregano 

D ash cayenne pepper 
2 teaspoons Worcestershire 

sauce 

One 10-1/ 2-ounce can whole 
tomatoes, drained and chopped 

Method: 
Empty soup from cans into 

a blender or food processor. Add 
basil, oregano, cayenne pepper, 
and W orcestershire. Pulse sev­
eral times. Add the d rained and 
chopped tomatoes. Blend until 
smooth. 

Empty the soup into a micro­
wave safe 2- quart pitcher or con­
tainer. Microwave on full power 
2 minutes. Stir and microwave 
3 minutes more. Garnish with 
dollop of sour cream or freshly 
chopped parsley. 

Cold Melon/Yogurt Soup 
Serves 8 to 10 

Ingredients: 
2 cups cubed cantaloupe 
1 cup orange juice 

Juice and grated zest of 1 
lemon 

1/2 teaspoon ground cinnamon 
1/ 2 -cup heavy cream or pareve 

nondairy creamer 

2 tablespoons honey 
Pinch of ground cumin 
Two-8-ounce cartons peach 

yogurt 
Chopped fresh mint for gar­

nish 

Method: 
Place the cantaloupe cubes 

into the bowl of your food proces­
sor or blender. Pulse several times. 
Add the orange juice, lemon juice, 
zest and ci nnamon. Process or 
blend until smooth, about 10 to 
15 seconds. 

Add the cream or nondairy 
creamer, honey, and cumin. P ro­
cess or blend unti l smooth, scrap­
ing down the sides of the work 
bowl as necessary. E mpty into 
a medium bowl and fold in the 
yogurt. 

Cover and refrigerate for sev­
eral hours or overnight. Serve 
very cold, garnished with fresh 
mint. 
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Rosh Hodesh lecture spotlights Golda Meir, 
'mother of Israel' --
By Marylyn Graff 

PROVIDENCE - A lison 
Rose, Ph.D., spoke at the final 
lecture of the Women's Alliance 
R osh H odesh series, on April 22 
at Congregation Beth Sholom, 
choosing Golda M eir as her sub­
ject. 

Barbara Lavine, the Wom­
en's Alliance campaign chair, 
welcomed the audience and intro­
duced Rabbi Mitchell Levine, 
who noted that the date of this lec­
ture came between Passover and 
Shavuot, a time when the Jews 
were wandering in the desert, and 
said that none of the male lead­
ers of the Exodus was allowed to 
enter the Promised Land, while 
the matriarchs - who had acted 
with greater resourcefulness and 
courage all along - were not 
excluded. 

Lavine then introduced Rose, 
the wife of Rabbi Levine and 
mother of two. 

She had prepared co.pies of 
a timeline of Golda M eir's life, 
beginning with poverty and per­
secution in Russia until her death 
in Israel in 1978. 

For this lecture, Rose chose 
to explore Golda's inner conflicts 
between the maternal ideals of 
taking the time to care for home 
and family and her commitment 
to Zionism and Israel. Golda 
stayed home while her children 
were young, later describing that 
time as the most miserable of her 
life - yet she spoke of childbear­
ing as woman's greatest privilege. 

ROSH HODESH EVEN ING - Providence re sidents, from left , Grace 
Bei ser and Esther Gottleib , enjoyedthefinalWomen' s Alliancetalk 
given by Ali son Ro se, Ph. D ., right, a:CongrEg<tion Beth Sholom . 

All of her adult life she was at 
variance with herself over these 
issues and made many conflicting 
statements. She said that woman­
hood is not a barrier to outside 
interests but that being a woman, 
i.e., wife and mother, imposes a 
much greater burden than a man 
would have to shoulder while 
doing the same job. 

Golda Meir took a narrow 
view of feminism as bra-burning 
and man-hating and therefore did 
not want to be seen as a feminist. 

A s a Jewish woman, she took 
pride in cooking and serving 
a Shabbat dinner every Friday 
night, even during her years as 
Prime Minister. 

Rose said that although M eir 
was not deeply religious, she 
always remembered that her 
grandfather, who spent 13 years 
in the Russian Army, adamantly 

Photo by Sylvia Berman-Peck 

refused to change his religion or 
to eat non-kosher food during his 
military years. 

Meir's deep Jewish and Zion­
ist convictions culminated in her 
activism and political growth. 
She once asked H enry Kissinger 
to name his three most impor­
tant personal traits. H e replied, 
"American, SecretaryofState, and 
Jewish." She responded, "Since 
,Hebrew is written from right to 
left, mine matches yours - a Jew 
first." 

A signer of Israel's D eclara­
tion of Independence, she served 
in its cabinet as foreign minister 
and came out of retirement to be 
Prime Minister from 1969 -'74. 
(Rose noted that there were no 
women in Golda's cabinet - she 
always worked with men.) 

Marylyn Graff is a copy editor 
at the Jewish Voice & H erald. 

SAN D I EGO I-I ATS & TOTES 

FIELD & ROS E 
www.fieldaudrose.c,.om 

139 Elmgrove Avenue, Providence, Rhode Island · 401.331.5323 

The 
HATS• JEWELRY• ACCESSORIES 
Formerly of Toppers, Newbury St. Boston 

580 Wickenden Street ~~ ~~~ 
Providence, RI 02903 , . ? 0q, 

(Between Ives and Gano) ' q,. 
(401) - 276 - 0011 ~~ 

_=-<: _MOTHER'S DAY 
... At the flowershop 

GIVE HER WHAT SHE DESERVES ... 
... FLOWERS FROM US. 
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TIMELESS ELEGANCE IN CULTURED 

PEARL STRANDS PAI RED WITH SINGLE-PEARL EARRINGS. 
NECKLACES, IN A VARIETY OF SIZES STARTING AT 6x5.5 MM 

AND LENGTHS, FROM $1 ,920. EARRINGS, FROM $170. 

., 
...... ..... 

·a--
...., 

Service, selection, satisf action since 1980 

V1s11 us AT: www.goldladyjewelers.com 

ONE B ROWN STREET W!CKFORD , RI 02852 

401-294-4695 
OPEN T UESDAY - SAT U RDAY 9:30 A.M .- 5'30 P.M . 

~~bO ~ ~ 

Mother's day a natural celebration for Jews 
When President Woodrow Wilson made Moth­

er's D ay an official American holiday in 1914, it was 
qu ickly embraced by American Jewry. The Jewish 
Welfare Board published a Mother's Day pamphlet, 
discussing the roles of mothers as building blocks for 
the lives of their children and their people. 

In honor of M other's Day, chis feature focuses on 
the influence of mothers upon some of the women 
highlighted by the Jewish Women's Archive. All 
acknowledged the strength of their mothers as criti­
cal to their own aspirations and accomplishments. 

Anna Sokolow 
Anna Sokolow is known fo r her pioneering 

contributions co modern 
dance and choreography. 
Like her mother, Anna 
was a woman with intense 
beliefs about the world of 
ideas, women and Jews. 

Sokolow was born in 
1910 in H artford, Conn., 
to Sarah and Samuel 
Sokolow, immigrants from 
Pinsk. Anna later described 
the strength it had taken 
for her mother to take care 
of her family. "In the Euro­
pean Jewish tradition, the 
man was the scholar, and 
his wife and her fa mily 
took care of him and their 

• children. When they came 
Anna Sokolow, 1958 here, they had to earn a 

living. My father was totally bewildered by it. Eventu­
ally my mother stepped in and cook over." 

Sarah Sokolow worked hard in the ga rment 
industry in New York City. W hen her husband fe ll 
ill, Sarah was fo rced to split up her fam ily. Despite all 
chis, Sarah remained strong and optim istic, join ing 
the International Ladies' Garment Workers Union, 
and allying with the Socialist acceptance of women's 
contributions. 

Sarah instilled in Anna strong values about wom­
en's place in the world , and a sense of Judaism and 
Jewish cultu re chat would be reflected in many of 
Sokolow's choreographed compositions. 

Sarah enrolled A nna and her sister in a dance 
class sponsored by the Emanuel Sisterhood when 
Anna was 10, knowing that her children would be 
safe there while she was at work. She fell in love with 
dancing, and later studied at one of the first impor-

hardly an appropriate occupation for a respect­
able Jewish woman: "My mother finally said to 
me when I was about 15 or 16, 'W hat's going to 
happen to you?' I said I'm going to be a dancer. 
And she said , 'Out,' and I left." 

But Sarah finally came to appreciate her 
daughter's accomplishments. Anna recalled that 
"she came to see me perform at the Y, on 92nd 
Street. I was giving a solo concert, and she was all 
dressed up, and had a hat on. Someone in back of 
her said, 'Excuse me, do you mind taking off your 
hat?' She turned around and sa id , 'Why should 
I? That's my daughter."' 

Rebecca Young 
H onored as one of the Jewish Women's 

Archive's 2002 Women Who Dared fo r her 
efforts to defend the 
rights of pnson 
inmates, Rebecca 
Young identifi es the 
pass ion that fuels 
her work as a legacy 
from her mother. 

Rebecca was 
born in M anhattan 
in 1964 into a child­
hood fu ll of chal­
lenge. After her 
parents divorced in 
1971, Rebecca and 

Rebecca Young 
Photos courtesy Jewish Women's archwe 

her mother struggled with poverty. When she 
was 13 her mother died, and she lived with a 
cousin. 

Young points to the memory of her mother as 
well as to her Jewish identity and her experiences 
with poverty as the major influences behind her 
activism. H er mother taught her "that whatever 
other people do, if you know who you are and 
you know what you believe in, that's really all you 
need. That, and the willingness to stand up and 
say what's right." 

Young's work with prisoners is informed by 
her "political sensibilities"... mostly from my 
mother. I think that part of my political sense 
came from being on welfa re, from watching what 
chat was like for my mother and fo r me." 

Although Rebecca Young's life and career 
are very different from her mother's, she still sees 
her mother as her greatest role model: "Despite 
our situation, I saw her as someone who spoke 
her mind, stood up for what she believed in." 

tant "Off-Broadway" theaters. This story w as comp iled by the Jewish Women's ~ ~ OTHER'S 6AY-=ool ,ha, bdog, d,om was An hM< F, , =, ;efw=,;,., ,;,;,w-j=wg 

~}) ~·- · !Open House~ ~wurt~k 
Free Refreshments .. . 

Sat & Sun, May 10 & 11 , 11am - 4pm 

'\ ~ • Colorful Greenhouses full of annuals and perennials. 
• Our Nursery is overflowing with the best selection of shrubs. 
• Our Floral and Gift shop is full of things your mom loves ... 
• The bakery is full of freshly made breads, pies, and cookies. 

So, whatever you are thinking of treating Mom with on Mothers' Day, 
Schartner's will be here to help you! 

- M,k~-up £uphe>ri, 

Why not give your ¥ something 
she will REALLY love this Mother's Day? 

Spend $100 dollars or more on a gift certificate 
for Mom and get a 9ift certificate for a make-up 
application for yourself- a $55 dollar value! 

Offer valid through May 15 

16 South Angell Street 
Providence, RI 

401 -274-0099 
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Holocaust vigils held in R.I. 
From page 1 

more than 15 minutes to read. 
Temple Emanu-El in Prov­

idence was the setting for an 
interfaith commemoration of the 
Holocaust, which brought 
together clergy from Temples Am 
David, Beth-El, Emanu-El and 
the Woodbridge Congregational 
Church for readings, poems, and 
song. Selma Stanzler, co-presi­
dent of the Holocaust Museum, 
was given the JFRI's "Never 
Again Award," recognizing her 
achievements in battling anti­
Semitism and racism in Rhode 
Island. 

Cranston Mayor Stephen P. 
Laffey honored the day with an 
official proclamation, asking that: 
"The world must forever dedicate 
itself to putting an end to geno­
cide .. . W e take the same pledge NAMES OF THE LOST - Attendees bow their heads as Edward Adler 
that all Israeli soldiers take at (at podium) reads the names of those who perished in the Holocaust 
M asada - 'never again."' during a commemoration at the Rhode Island Holocaust Museum. 

Congressman James Lan-
gevin issued the following state- M useum and educate themselves 
ment: in the lessons that intolerance 

"Now more than ever, we all breeds. 
must work to understand those of Brown University Hillel held 
different cultures, races, and reli­
gions. Mutual respect for dif­
ferences will lead to the end of 

its first ever conference on the 
Holocaust, and brought a high­
powered panel of speakers for 

hostilities, and only then will a week of discussions, including 
the opportunity for world peace Harvard University political sci­
exist." entist Daniel Goldhagen, author 

He also encouraged h is col- of Hitler's Willing Executioners; 
leagues to visit the Holocaust Michael Pale, of the United 

Jewish Appeal, and Vanity Fair 
writer Marie Brenner. 

Tamarisk gets 
design award 
for housing 

Students were also introduced 
to Ernest Michel, 80, a Holocaust 
victim who survived the horrors 
of Auschwitz by using his skills as 
a calligrapher, and who escaped 
during a death march toward the 
Berga sub-camp. 

On April 20, Bryant College 
Hillel held their first Holocaust 
Remembrance Day throughout 
the school by placing triangles 
of different colors on students 
and faculty in remembrance for 
the stigmatized markers worn 
by Jews, gays, foreigners, and 
other minorities. The goal was to 
understand the suffering of more 
than 11 million, who perished at 
the hands of the Nazis; six million 
were Jews. Educational displays 
and video presentations ran in the 
rotunda by day, and by night a 
representative delegation of stu­
dents met with Rabbi Baruch 
Goldstein, of Providence, who is 
also a survivor, and lit one candle 
for each of the million who died. 

With reports by the Brown 
WARWICK - The Phyllis 

Siperstein Tamarisk A ssisted 
Living Residence, which opened 
in Sept. 2003, has received a Plat­
inum Award from the Best of 
Seniors Housing Design Awards, 
2004. JSA, Inc., an architectural, 
planning and interior design firm 
that designed it. _ 

Sam Glicksman 

· Tamarisk was selected from 
a field of over 200 entries from 
acros·s the U.S. and Canada.The 
assisted living residence includes 
studio, one- and two-bedroom 
apartments and a separate 
memory support wing. 

According to Susette Rabi­
nowitz, executive director of the 
Jewish Seniors Agency that devel­
oped Tamarisk, "The final design 
is the result of a truly cooperative 
endeavor between our architect 
and many volunteer committee 
members whose insights were 
invaluable." 

The Platinum Award was 
presented to JSA, Inc. by the 
National Association of Home 
Builders' Seniors Housing Coun­
cil. It is the highest award in the 
"Large Assisted Living Facility 
of 50 units or larger" category. 

Realtor 
So much is at stake 

when you buy or sell a home. 
Having the right agent on your side 

makes all the difference. 
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Community 
What matters most to you 

is close to your heart 
Including the Providence Public 
Library in your estate planning will 
enrich lives for generations to come. 
Call (401) 455-8011 to learn more. 

Providence Public Library 

. ted Sta\\ Creative p 
\)ed1ca '0gramming 

d 1r\ps Jewish Cu/t 
f\el ure 

A .. att 2-20, 2004 
, ......... Regiii:'rai:iii'ii'is·ti;.;·itie .. ;;.;e';;i? ......... . 
: Retaitter Its, NII!' 11th fer I~ eff 
\ Plus 10% more for all three weel?s 

Centrally located at Am David, Warwicb 
Sports, Arts n ' Crafts, Swimming, Jewish Tradition, Trips, Baking. .. 

For information and a brochure, call 884-7888 

See more details in the Community Sedion 

SWAN 

Offering the Best 
Fine Wines 

Beers & Spirits 

t<)~ 
& a Full Selection of 

Kosher Wines 
FOR ALL OF YOUR SPECIAL OCCASIONS INCLUDING ••• 

BAR/BAT MITZVAHS, WEDDINGS AND MUCH MORE 

806 Hope Street • Providence 
Phone: 401-421-5760 

I 
Ilene M. Winegard 

For all your Real Estate needs ... 
Call the Experienced Professional. 

We do it all. RE/MAX sells more Real Estate 
than any other company in the world. 

Shouldn't you be calling us? 

Ilene M. Winegard, GRI, CBR, ABR 
Broker/Owner 

RE/MAX Heritage 
136S Wampanoag Trail· East Providence, R.I. 0291 S 

401-641-1444 · www.rhodeislandbesthomes.com 
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Communitv 
Dr. Howard Schulman for State Representative 
because the House needs a doctor 

PHDS honors Goodblatt, Gross, Felders 

Dear Fellow East Siders, 

My name is Howard Schulman, and I am 
running for State Representative in the 
Democratic Primary on Tuesday. September 14"'. 

I'm 39 years old and have been a practicing 
general internist in Rhode Island since 1995. 
graduated from Princeron Universiry, and in 1990 
I came to the Miriam Hospital ro train afrer finishing medical school. 

I'm new to politics, but I view that as a positive. I hope ro bring fresh 
insights and a fresh voice to the legislature. We need leadership ro make 
healthcare more user friendly and efficient. We should involve our 
physicians in solving healthcare problems. We have an obligation to 
attract and retain the best talent. The health insurance and pharmaceutical 
drug companies must be removed from medical decision making and 
prevented from looking at your personal health information. 

I support a woman's right to choose. 

I am very concerned about the $200 million state deficit--why wasn't it 
addressed last year? Where will the money come from this year? 

Please see my website, www.GoTellHoward.com, for more. 

Sincerely, ~ 
Howard Schulman for Stale Representative, 14 Benefit Slreet, Providence, RI 02904 

40 1-621-8994 

PROVIDENCE - The 
Providence Hebrew Day School 
has selected Sherwin Z . Good­
blatt to receive "The Founders 
Hall of Fame" award this year. 

He is a native of Providence 
and the son of two of the earliest 
founders/supporters of PHDS, 
the late Alex H. and Sarah L. 
Goodblatt. A graduate of Provi­
dence College, he holds graduate 
degrees from Georgia State Uni­
versity and Columbia University. 
He trained as a hospital admin­
istrator at Maimonides Medical 
Center in Brooklyn, N. Y. He 
served as Director of the Deborah 
Hospital in New Jersey and Mas­
sachusetts Rehabilitation Hospi­
tal in Boston and as Director of 
the Rhode Island Group Health 
Association. Additionally, he has 
had a long career in teaching at 
Providence College, Rutgers Uni­
versity and Columbia University. 

The recipient of this year's 
"Dor L' Dor" (Generation to 
Generation) award is Fania Gross 
in recognition of her 30 plus years 
of service to the school. Mrs. 
Gross began her career at the 
Providence Hebrew Day School 

shortly after her arrival in the 
United States from Poland. She 
ha~ taught many different grades, 
from kindergarten to · high 
school. 

The "Amudim" award 
honors Dr. and Mrs. Michael 
Felder for their service to PHDS 
and to the Providence Jewish 
community as a whole. 

Mrs. Felder has been chair 
and co-chair of the Parent 
Teacher Family (PTF) organiza­
tion. She teaches prayer to the 
second grade and substitutes as 
the physical education teacher. 
She is active with the Chevra 

Kadisha (Jewish Burial Society), 
has served on the Jewish Com­
munity Day School Task Force 
and has been a key organizer 
of the PHDS "Winter Extrava­
ganza." 

Dr. Felder has chaired the 
PHDS Education Committee for 
the last three years and has been 
an active member of the execu­
tive board, serving on a number 
of ad hoc committees, and the 
Bureau of Jewish Education and 
rheJewish Federation. H e teaches 
at the Brown University Medical 
School and the Rhode Island and 
Miriam hospitals. 

South Counth Hebrew 
School plans potluck, dance 

JAMESTOWN The 
South County Hebrew School 
will be holding an Israeli folk 
dance workshop arid potluck 
dinner at 5:30 p.m. on Saturday, 
M ay 15, at the Jamestown Grange 
Hall, 6 West St. Dance instruc­
tion will be provided. 

Baby sitting will be provided 

on the premises. The cost is $18 
per person; $30 per couple, $10 
for babysitting. All funds raised · 
are to benefit the South County 
Hebrew School. 

For more information, visit 
www.schebrewschool.org. 

RSVP by Saturday, May 8, 
to Bev Rudman at 423-1528. 

On June 25, the Jewish Voice & Herald 
will release it's 2nd Annual 

Gu,oETo Je~ish Living 
in Rhode Island 

ide is a comprehensive resource book of: 

Adult Education 
After-school & Day Care Listings 
Agencies & Organizations 

Arts & Entertainment 
Camps 
Food & Dining 

Party Planning Information 
Social Clubs 
Synagogues & Places of Worship 

Don't miss this premium opportunity to. display your business or service 
to this upscale, well-educated market. 

For details and to reserve vour prime placement call Frank Zasloff now. 
401-421-4111, ext. 160 
E-Mail: lzasloll@ilri.org 
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Communitv 
Author, bible dramatist to lead Beth-El events 

Roberta Winkleman p resents: PROVIDENCE - The 
Temple Beth-El Benefactors' 
Fund presents Dr. Peter Pitzele 
as its scholar-in residence on May 
6 and 7. Dr. Pitzele will speak 
after Friday evening's Shabbat 
service, and after Saturday morn­
ing's Torah service, when a light 
lunch will be served . 

On Saturday evening at 6:30 
p.m. wine and hors d'oeuvres will 
be served, followed by a Havdalah 
service and another presentation 
by Dr. Pitzele at 7 p.m. 

Those interested in attend­
ing Saturday's events are asked to 
RSVP; for more information, call 
331-6070. 

Dr. Pitzele likes to invite 

participants at synagogues and 
seminars to get into other peo­
ple's shoes - specifically those 
of Abraham, Ruth, and Moses. 
According to Pitzele, role playing 
biblical figures can clarify psy­
chological and emotional issues 
that people face. 

Pitzele never felt part of any 
religious tradition growing up, 
and only knew the Bible as litera­
ture . But at 29, when he was fin­
ishing his Ph .D. in literature at 
H arvard, he wanted to teach the 
Bible as the "foundational text 
for all writers." His own religious 
epiphanies had taken place while 
sitting with Qiakers, practicing 
Buddhist meditation, and partic-

Jewish organiza~ions 
set annual meetings 

May 2 .......... .. RIJHA, 2 p.m., at JCC social hall 
May 11.. .......... ]FRI , 7 p.m., at JCC social hall 
M ay 12 ........... JCC, 7:15 p.m. 
May 16 ............ Temple Beth-El, 7 p.m. 
May 19 ............ Miriam H ospital W omen's A ssoc., 11:30 a.m., 

location TBA 
M ay 20 .. ......... JSA, 7 p.m., at Tamarisk 
May 21.. .......... Temple Emanu-El meeting and dinner, 

5:45 p.m. 
June 1 .............. Women's Alliance at JFRI, 7:30 p.m., 

location TBA 
June 2 ........ .. .. .. ASDS, 7 p.m. 
June 9 .......... .... NCJW, 12 p.m., at Temple Beth-El 
June 9 .. ............ RIHMM, 7 :30 p.m., atJCC social hall 

June 23 ............ BJE, 7 p.m., at JCC social hall 
June 25 ............ Na'amat meeting and dinner, 7:30 p.m., 

location TBA 
ore information is available at www.jfri.org. 

How to get sound 

® 

financial advice. 
With a broad array of financial products and services, an American 
Express financial advisor can help you with a wide range of 
financial options. 

• Personal financial planning • Investment certificates 
• Tax-exempt investments • Stocks and bonds 
• IRA/Keogh plans • Mutual funds 
• Insurance and annuity products 

Call today for a complimentary initial consultation. 

• s 

Daniel A. Gamm, CRPC 
Financial Advisor 
Suite E 
24 Pettaconsett Avenue 
Cranston, RI 02920 
401 .270.21 97 

American Express Financial Advisors Inc. and IDS Life Insurance Company. 
Members NASD. Insurance and annu ity products are issued by IDS Life Insurance 
Company, outside NY and IDS Life of NY within NY, and American Express 
company. American Express Company is separate from American Express Financial 
Advisors Inc. and is not a broker-dealer. 

ipating in Jungian workshops. In 
his 40s, he began to study Juda­
ism, the religion of his parents. 
Only then did he realize the cir­
cuitous path he had taken. 

Asked to teach a class on 
leadership skills at the Jewish 
Theological Seminary in 1983, 
Pitzele presented fifth yea r rab­
binical students with biblical 
concerns: "You're Moses; what 
are your issues>" The students 
pointed out that he was teaching 
the Midrash - Jewish inter­
pretive tradition. He sees this 
technique as "identifying per­
sonal challenges embedded in the 
mythic structures of the Jewish 
religion, and continually acting 
them out. For example, the re­
enactment of the father/son rela­
tionship goes back to Abraham 
and Isaac. The personal is also 
archetypal." 

A facu lty member at the 
Jewish Theological Seminary and 
certified psychotherapist, Pitzele 
is the author of Our Fathers' 
Wells: A Personal Encounter with 
the Myths of Genesis (H arper San 
Francisco, 1995) and Scripture 
Windows: Towards a Practice of 
Bibliodrama (Torah Aura, 1998). 
"Bibliodrama transforms the 
Bible into a mirror through which 
participants confront the most 
important aspects of their lives," 
he says. 

MY SWEET TOOTH 
Candy Nuts & Gift Baskets 

WATCH FOR GRAND OPENING MAY 16 

718 Reservoir Ave.Cranston 
Phone: 401-943-7704 

KOSHER 
Supervised by the Vaad Hakashruth of RI 

Yes, you can avoid t he upheaval and stress of ing forced to move your 
loved one to another faci lity when their dementia progresses. Steere 
House is the only place in Rhode Island that offers a therapeutic, home­
like, secure environment for people with early stage dementia, and 
smooth transition to a dedicated, advanced care unit w hen the dementia 
progresses. We're with you and your loved one for life! 

, , < . at Steere House Nursing 
, fttje, 1/{aOC/I Gardens & Rehab1l1tation Center 

' t<.'.· 100 Borden St • Providence RI 

,:,/,' 0/' 401-454-7970 ''lye' /ll/Oe/1 Advanced Care WWW steerehouse org 

fhe Gateway Committee of the 
Women's Alliance of the Jewish Federation of Rhode Island 

Invites yo\A to ... 

Friday, May 14, 2004 

Rabbi Jam~ Rosgnoorg will di~usg 
.. ~IQbrating h:rool with your Childrnn" 

Time: 10:30 a.m. - Noon 

Where: Temple Habonim 
165 New Meadow Road 
Barrington, RI 

For information and directions. contact Lisa Burtan 421--4111, ext. 163 

.. 
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Seniors 

Spring of 1948 was a very 
heady time for my generation. We 
were old enough to have expe---""'!!!!"'"'-- rienced all the 

horrors of World 

Terna 
Gouse 

War II and all 
the joy of the end 
of that battle. 

We were also 
overwhelmed to 
learn the extent 
of the Holocaust 
nightmare. I can 
remember having 
difficulty absorb­
ing the fact that 

six million Jews had been slaugh­
tered and being too embarrassed 
to admit that I did not know how 
many had survived. It was my 
privilege to _assist in the rehabil­
itation of some of the survivors, 
an experience that has had a life­
time impact. 

I had grown up in a home that 
had exerted great effort to bring a 
Jewish State into existence. When 
statehood was approved by the 

As WE GROW OLDER 

American Jewry and Israel: past and future 
United Nations on May 14, 1948 of us who can remember when instilled us with pride. 
and we knew that the world had there was no Israel? It is traumatic Today's seniors have been 
finally accepted that a portion of and frustrating. For 50 years this generous with money and politi­
Palestine could be a Jewish home- group has carefully watched the cal support for all oflsrael's causes 
land, our family celebrated with media hoping for only good news and projects. We justifiably felt 
unprecedented joy. from Israel. Or better yet, we that we had been contributing 

For the next fifty years, most have hoped that Israel would not participants in the development 
of American Jewry took great be in the daily news. We are of a great Jewish nation. 
pride in Israel, its And now, the 
struggles, its over- Even now, America's senior citizens continue situation in Israel is 
throw of invading deteriorating daily. 
enemies, and ,its to agonize over the threats to Israel's stability Industrial progress 
growth. We did and maybe even its very existence. is ebbing. Tourism, 
everything we ~------------------------~ an Israeli mainstay, 
could to transmit h · h h is almost non-exis-t e generation t at was taug t 
this strong sense of Ameri- d F t t b f fi f A b t that no news is goo news. or en ecause o ear o ra er-
can-Israeli identification to our · Th 1 1 long stretches that would be true, ronsm. ere are strong cu tura , 
children and our grandchildren. except for two major (albeit brief) political and religious clashes 
When we visited Israel we felt wars and an occasional murder- within the Israeli populace. Polit­
at home and could understand ous raid. ical opportunists who copy Amer-
the courage of Israel's citizenry. Our age group loved trav- ican style political corruption have 
Even now, America's senior cit- 1 d th · · · 1 d h. elling through Israel and being rep ace e mspmng ea ers 1P 
izens continue to agonize over of Israel's early years And of 
the threats to Israel's stability and aStounded at the phenomenal course, worst of all, is. the e~er-
maybe even its very existence. progress in such a short time. h f .h.l . b 

The blend of East and West, present t reat o anm 1 anon y 
What is the emotional impact the Jewish quality of the culture, all of its neighbors. 

of today's tensions for American and the incredible productivity all So where does this leave us, 
Jewry's oldest generation; those the 70, 80 and 90 year old Amer-

Tamarisk. Assisted living 
for those who'd never 

consider assisted living. 
From the moment you walk through the 
door, The Phyllis Siperstein Tamarisk 
Assisted Living Residence appeals to you in 
in the bustle of the bistro, the calm of the 

others who share your Jewish culture and cele­
brate your beliefs and traditions including 

keeping kosher. To learn more about the 
spacious studio, one-and two-bed­

room apartments, plus the 19 
accommodations dedicated 

to the Renaissance Memory 
Support Program, or to 

library, the elegance of the dining 
room, or as you stroll through 
the courtyard along the winding 
garden path. At Tamarisk you 
will find a safe, secure environ­
ment offering an unparallel 
level of service and support. A 
setting where you can live with 

THE PHYLLIS SIPERSTEIN 

arrange a personal tour, call 
401-732-0037. You will see 
why there is really nothing 

quite like Tamarisk. 
TAMARISK 
ASSISTED LIVING RESIDEN C E 

Where Life is Celebrated 

SPONSORED AND DEVELOPED 
BY THE JEWISH SENIORS AGENCY 3 Shalom Drive, Warwick, RI 02886 www.tamariskri.org A CAAEUNK MEMBER 
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1can Zionists who had become 
complacent because the Jews of 
the world seemed to have finally 
found a haven? Our advanced 
years severely limit our ability to 
significantly intervene or assist. 
We have continued to help finan­
cially and politically but we must 
rely on younger generations for 
the major impacts and we are not 
certain we have transmitted our 
zealousness to them. 

We are forced to realize that 
the stances of our children and 
grandchildren are not colored by 
our memories and experiences 
of war, Holocaust, and second­
hand citizenship. Our commit­
ment was a product of our times. 
Their times are more sheltered 
and their attitudes and concerns 
more diverse. 

Today's seniors must deal 
with most of the same problems 
that aging brought to our ances­
tors. We may have more material 
comforts but we suffer the dis­
eases and the decreasing strengths 
that have always come with grow­
ing old. Active involvement in 
Israel's burdens may be beyond 
our abilities. 

D espite this, emotional, 
political and financial support for 
Israel will always be a constant for 
most of American Jewry's aging 
population. Perhaps our greatest 
contribution can be our continued 
efforts to make Israel as impor­
tant to our children and grand­
children as it has always been to 
us. 

I worry about this, but feel 
that support for Israel can be gen­
erated in successive generations. 
I do not always approve of how 
Israelis conduct their politics or 
even their lives, but their right to 
autonomy, security and indepen­
dence remain essential to all of 
us. 

Tema Gouse is a regular colum­
nist far the Voice & H erald and 
lives in Cranston. 

LAW OFFICES OF 

JEFFREY B. PINE ESQ. 
A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION 

Jeffrey B. Pine 
Attorney Gt11tral 1993-1999 

• Criminal Defense 
• Civil Litigation • Personol Injury 
• Business litigation 
• Corporate Compliance 

321 South Main Srreet, Suite 302 
Providence, RI 02903 

Tel: 401-351-8200 Fax: 401-351-9032 
· E-Mail:jbp@pinclaw.com 

www.pinelaw.com 
The RI SUpreme Court licenses a!l lawyera in the general 
practice of law The Court does not license or certify any 
la.....-yenasanexpertorspeciaffstlnanyfieldorpracbce 
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AUTOMOBILE REPAIR 

Specializing in 

Lexus and Toyota 
Master Certified Technicians 
We use only genuine factory replacement parts 

Elite Auto Repai.r 1 Inc. 
53 Kent Avenue 

Warwick, RI 02886 

401-736-8942 

ATTORNEYS 

A. Larry Berren 

Audette, Bazar, Berren & Gonz~lez, Inc. 
Allorneys at Law 

35 Highland Avenue • East Providence, RI 02914-1211 

Phone 40 I 438·3800 Fax 40 I 438·3804 
Internet www.abbglaw.com 

E-mail lberren @abbglaw.com 

AP®.S 
ADLER POLLC:CK®.SHEEHAN P.C. 

SOLUTIONS AT LAW ® 

2300 Financial Plaza 175 Federal Street 
Providence, RI Boston, MA 
(401) 274-7200 www.a?slmv. com (617) 482-0600 

COMPUTER REPAIR & SERVICE 

EMERGENCY SERVICE 
Networking • Installation/Set-Up 

Maintenance/Repair • 

On-Site Service • Tech Support 

Call Eric Shorr 

331-0196 
toll free 

800~782-3988 
I 15 Cedar St .. Providence • www.pctrouble.com 

HOME (OMPl'TER SUPPORT & 
HANDYMAN SERVICE 

Rami@hsherov.net 
97 Longwood hve . 
Providence, RI 02908 

fax(508)437-8030 

BAR/BAT MITZVA & WEDDINGS 

~ The Crowne Plaza 
~ Hotel at the Crossings 

CROWN E PLAZA' is the premier location for 
AT THE CROSSINGS Bar & Bat tyfiizvah 's. 

We also offer value rates on 
guestrooms to accommodate 

vow· ovemight guests. 
801 Greenwich Avenue Please contact Peggy Oliver 
Wa,wick, Rhode Island (401) 732-6000 extension 7869 

02886 Fax (401) 732-0261 

WHISPERING 
PINES 

CO FERENCE 
CENTER 

University of Rhode Island 

W. Alton Jones Campus 
West Greenwich, RI 

(401) 397-3361 ext.6056 
w,vw.uri.edu/ajc/wpines 

The natural beauty of Whispering Pines provides an intimate 
setting for a ceremony and reception for as many as 130. 

COINS & JEWELRY 

WE BUY COINS 
• GOLO COINS 
• RARE COINS 
• STAMPS 
• CURRENCY 
• JEWELRY, WATCHES 
• ANTIQUES, SILVER 
• GOLO, PLATINUM 
• US AND FOREIGN 

WE BUY ALL TYPES 
OF RARECOINS 

BEST 
PRICES 

NOW AVAILABLE 
Eagle Silver Dolla", 
Gold Coin, & Estate 
Jewelry and Si\ve,, 
Proof Sets, Coin & 
Stamp Albums 

PODIIAT COIN ncHANGl INC, Serving banks,anorneys,estates UI and the public for over 40 years. 

769 Hope St., Providence 
SAME LOCATION 3SYEARS • LC8041 401-861-7640 

FINANCIAL PLANNING 

MBF, Inc. Martin B . Feibish, CLU, ChFC 
Roberta P. Narrin, CLU 

Howard M. Myers, JD, MBA 
Laurie Turchetti 

Financial Services and Strategies 

P. 0 . Box 28609 • Providence • RI • 02908 
401-223-0351 • 401 -223-0353 (fax) 
email: martinbfeibish@mbfinc.com 

www.mbfinc.com 

HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
~ Phone: 401-323-5220 r--, Pager: 800-616-6571 

Garage Doors 
Residential & Commercial Sales & Service 

Doors, Electric Operators & Repairs 

"The best values in service you can buy" 

George's Mobile Shop Service 
Extensive Experience RI Lie. 17220 

INSURANCE 

GE Financial f!l 
Lynn Pohl 
Long Term Care Insurance Specialist 

Long Term Care Division 
9 Constitution Hill 

Providence, RI 02904 
401 -274-7213 • Fax 401-273-2131 

E-mail: lynnpltc@aol.com 
General Electric Capital Assurance Company 

Starkweather & Shepley 
Insurance Brokerage, Inc. 

Affiliates: 
Insurance Underwriters, Inc. & Morton Smith, Inc. 

David 8 . Soforenko 
Vice President 

60 Cacamore Boulevard, East Providence, RI 02914 
Phone: (40 1) 435-3600 Fax: (401) 438-01 50 

Email: dsoforenko@scarshep.com 

INVITATIONS 

(J)onna Evans 
invitations 

East Greenwich, Rhode Island 

tel 401.486.4006 

fax 401.541.7227 

www.donnaevansinvites.com 

weddings 

bar/bat mitzvah 

birth announcements 

parties 

favors 

stationery 

MEMORY BOOKS 

J.be 9fl of JXemories 

-'~ 
'1f. Your family stories, 

photos, or letters presented 
in a beautiful custom book. 

Jfeirfoom 2Jooks 
401-351-2842 . www.heidoom-books.com 

PERSONAL TRAINER & FITNESS 

.... 
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KEYS 10 THE LOWEST ~TES, 
~ "t Nf C!.EST 1/EHf C!LES f N All 

a OF SOL/TH C!DLINTY. 
StHPLY CALL.. .WE Wtll PtCK YOlJ lJP. 
All sizes ... economy, compact, micl-size, 

full-size, mini-vans, sport-utility, 
ana work vans. 

SPECIALIZING IN 12 Er 15 PASSENGER VANS 
WE PICK-UP AT BOAT! 

WE OFFER FREE RENTALS FOR IN HOUSE 
COLLISION REPAIRS & GM WARRANTY REPAIRS. 

VROLET 

399 MAIN STREET WAKEFIELD 783-3396 

Directions from South: 
Rt. 95 north to Exit 26 
-at first trattic light turn 
left onto Lonsdale Ave. 
Turn right at 2nd traffic 
light onto Weeden St. 
- turn left at 1st traffic 
light onto Conant St. 
Bear right to #225 
Directions from North: 
Rt. 95 South to exit #30. 
turn right at 2nd trattic 
light onto Central Ave. 
(Central Ave. becomes 
Cross St.) Follow to the 
end. Turn left onto Pine 
St., then 1st right onto 
#225 Conant St. 

April 30, 2004 

SHOP THE VotcE & HERALD ClASSlf IEDS 
CLEANING 

12 years experience, honest, 

HEY/PROZDOR 
TEACHER 

dependable. Service East Side Needed Sunday a.m. 2004 
only. 781-8002 - Amelia, - 2005, Congregation Agudath 
861-7879 - Emma. Achim, Taunton, MA. Call 

COMPANION/ 
HOUSEKEEPER 

Available for housekeeping, 
cooking, any in-house work. 
Lifetime experience, numerous 
clients, excellent references. For 
couple or female. Call Maria 
723-9242. 

COMPANION 
POSITION 

Mature woman seeking a 
Companion Position to assist 
in daily living skills. Days 
and overnights are available. 
Excellent references. Call Joan 
(508) 761-7451. 

COMPUTER 
TRAINING 

Personal Trainer. Get the 
basics or expand your abilities. 
Home private lessons from a 
patient and practical teacher. 
Harry Friedmann. Gift 
certificates are available. 
245-5313. 

DEVELOPMENT 
DIRECTOR FOR 
BROWN HILLEL 

508-822-3230 or 508-285-5758. 

I BUY BOOKS 
Fiction, poetry, history, 

academia, military, art, 
photography, old medical, etc. 
(401) 421-2949. 

ROOF, CHIMNEY 
& GUTTER 

REPAIR 
Call 421-1433. 
License #8138. 

JEWISH YOUTH 
ADVISOR 

Seeking USY Advisor for 
Cranston-Warwick USY. Must 
enjoy being around Jewish 
teens. Responsibilities include 
organizing activities, instilling 
leadership and promoting USY 
ideals. Must have car. Previous 
USY experience a plus. Call 
295-7703 or 885-7440 

KLEZPHONICS 
KLEZMER BAND 
Let our four-piece experienced 

band enhance your wedding, 
bat /bar mitzvah, bris, party, 
etc. Talent at a very reasonable 
cost. Contact Marc Adler at 
401-245-7329, or 
miadler@aol.com 

LAST MINUTE 
BABYSITTING & 

CHILDCARE 

Call ClariCare any time 
831 -2273. 

NEW ROOF 
Roof, chimney and gutter 

repair. Call 421-1433. License 
#8138. 

PERSONAL 
SERVICES FOR 

SENIORS 
ClariCare is caring, reliable, 

and professional. We provide 
companionship, personal care, 
housekeeping, driving, errands, 
holiday preparation and more. 
You decide what help you want, 
and when you want it. We 
do the rest. Whether it's for 
you or a loved one, call (401) 
831-CARE (2273). 

ROOFING DOCTOR 
Roof and Gutters. For a free 

estimate call Sergei, owner at 
(401 ) 246-0711. 

STEVE YOKEN 
'ENTERTAINMENT 

Professional Disc Jockey and 
Master of Ceremonies. Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah and wedding 
specialists. Candle-lighting 
ceremony and contests. 
Featuring "Mr. D" - the h)p-hop 
dance heart throb ! Many 
references. • Fall River 
508-679-1545. 

WANTED 
Silver plate and sterling 

Trays, tea sets, serving pieces, 
etc. Doesn't have to be polished. 
We also buy many household 
items including glass, china, 
jewelry, etc. 

Brown Hillel is looking for a 
Development Director who will 
be in charge of running the 
foundation's annual campaign. 
Our organization is one of the 
most active Hillel programs in 
the country, serving over 1,200 
Jewish students, faculty and 
staff at Brown University. Please 
call Rabbi Rich Kirschen, 
Executive Director, at 
401-863-2733. 

Reliable, professional 30 years same location. Central 
babysitting when you need it. Exchange. 781-344-6763. 
Screened, bonded and insured. 

JEWISH VOICE & HERALD BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY 

PLUMBING FIXTURES & SUPPLIES 

Style al Discounted Prices 
The Largest Bath 

Showroom in Rhode Island 
,1g8~~;·;:1~~3 tJlte 

batlt splash: Plainville, MA 
1-508-843-1300 

Hyannis, MA 
1-508-775-4115 

Over 6,000 square feet of 
bath fixtures, faucets and accessories 

I FREEWAY DRIVE 
CRANSTON, RI 
401-467-0200 
800-838-1 I 19 

REAL ESTATE 

I REALTORS I 

t:!~~i!a,~!~:ni2iu,ABR Sheila G. Land, C_l~iuS~~ 
(401) 884--8050 EXT.139 OFFICE {401) 884--8050 EXT. 124OFFICE 
(<l-01) 884-9097FAX (<l-01) 374-4488Cell (<l-01) 884-9097FAX 
Bonnie.Kaplan @NEMoves.com Sheila.l.and@NEMoves.com 

www.bonniesellshouses.co~ I~ l j. H3¥ 4 i www.sheilalandcom ® .n, .. _\.,_ ® ........ _ 
RESIDJ.NilAL BROKEV.GE rffiil-=, ,/_ ' 

527 Main Street ~ 
East Greenwich, RI • 

www.NewEnglandMoves.com 

t1A1 MG COMMERCIAL 
Commercial Real Estate Services, Worldwi'de 

Daniel T. Feiner 
Vice President 

Office: (401) 751-3200 
Fax: (401) 751-2871 
Email: dan@mgcommercial.com 
Web Site: www.mgcommercial.com 

Place your business card in the Jewish Voice & Herald Business & Professional Directory 
Direct exposure in over 10,000 households 
Call Frank Zasloff • 401-421-4111, ext. 160 
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Health 
Cranston seniors attend seminar on affordable drugs 

By Rona Trachtenberg 
CRANSTON Sara 

Pulner, 70, has to pay for her 21 
monthly prescriptions by credit 
card so she can afford her rent. 
While buying discounted medica­
tions from Canada sounds tempt­
ing, she is worried that the 
Canadian pills might be sub­
standard. 

She was one of 30 seniors 
who brought their prescription 
drug questions (and woes) to 
three elected officials at a legisla­
tive informational session held at 
Temple Torat Yisrael in Cranston 
recently. 

Consortium is 
working to pass 
a law that 
would allow 
the elderly to 
access both." 

What can be 
done 

"Every 
se111or can 
make a differ­
ence," said Rep. 
Handy. "You 
can have a voice 
because the cit­
izen lobby is 
stronger than 

euJ:M:'HB 
DRUGS FROM CANADA AT DISCOUNT PRICES' 

s10ner. "Med-
1cmes bought 
from other 
countries may 
be counterfeit or 
adulterated, and 
FDA cannot 
guarantee their 
safety." 

A ccording 
to the FDA, 
recent data 
indicates that 
generic drugs 
here are cheaper 
than both Cana-
dian brand-

tion drugs they get here at 
significantly lower prices from 
Canadian pharmacies," Brown 
announced last week. 

In addition to ordering and 
price comparisons, the site has 
safety information and links 
to other state and national 
resources. Some drugs are not 
available in Canada. Three states, 
1\1.linnesota, Wisconsin and ew 
Hampshire, have websites that 
direct people to Canadian phar­
macies that have been inspected 
by state authorities. Brown's site 
links to the Wisconsin site. 

The event was sponsored by 
Senior Agenda Consortium, a 
coalition of20 advocacy and activ­
ist groups that was founded to 
improve the lives of Rhode Island 
seniors. The speakers were Sec­
retary of State Matthew Brown, 
State Sen. Elizabeth Roberts and 
State Rep. Arthur Handy. 

the pharma- THIS CRANSTON storefront is just one of many locations advertis- name and 
generic drugs. 

"We need to continue push­
ing the federal government to 
address this situation and that's 
why you see so many state and 
local governments are taking 
action to help people get access 
to Canadian prescription drugs. 

ceutical lobby." ing discount Canadian drugs. Photo by Rona Trachtenberg 

"Seniors have been working 
at the grassroots level to find 
a more affordable solution to 
the high cost of pharmaceutical 
medications," explained D ebbie 
Magnus, graduate social work 
major at Rhode Island College, 
who is teaching Temple Torat 
Yisrael congregants how to fight 
unfair public policy laws. 

Breast cancer survivor Sophie 
Tragar is upset because insurers 
refused to pay for her Remedex 
medication. "Medicare and Plan 
65 don't cover my prescriptions 
and RI Pharmacy Assistance for 
Elderly (RIPAE) only pays up to 
60 percent, which means that 30 
pills cost me $85." 

Jessica Buhler, project coor­
dinator for the Consortium, 
explained: "Seniors need RIPAE 
to pay for brand-name medicines 
and supplemental insurance for 
unlimited generics. Many elderly 
who purchase Blue CHIP or 
United Health are forced by the 
state to refuse the free supple­
mental pharmacy benefit in order 
to access RIPAE. This is unfair 
because the only way many seniors 
can afford their medications is 
if they can access both. T he 

Sy 1 v i a 
Shocker has Medicare and AARP 
but still can't afford the $5,000 
annual prescription coverage for 
her medicines. "I hear that R.I. 
residents are getting postal boxes 
in Massachusetts so they can 
receive cheaper drugs through 
the mail. Can we get arrested 
for buying medications from 
Canada?" 

"Absolutely not," said an 
emphatic Brown, who is orga­
nizing a subsidized bus trip to 
Canada. "It is legal for individu­
als to buy up to 90-day supply of 
medications for themselves. You 
just-can't re-sell it." 

According to Brown, there is 
a provision in the law that allows 
people to get waivers if they want 

Body and Soles 
Healing Touch, 
Reiki & Reflexology 

Gayle Brezack 

The Gift of He.alth 
for Body, Mind, Spirit 

Deeply Relax ing 

Reduces Stress 

Creates Balance 
Within the Body 

Promotes Self-Healing 

Relieves Pain 

WarwickaridNarragarisett, R.L 
401-524-8451 Gayle@body-arid-sores.com 

Cancer Information 
at Your Fingertips 
At www.ricancercouncil.org you'll find all the information you need when 

you or a loved one have questions about cancer. 

And if you'd rather speak to one of us, call 

728-4800 or toll free, 866-479-4100. We're 

Rhode Islanders helping other Rhode Islanders 

and our services are free. 

~8/~-
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0 ~ . 728-4800 
~ ~-! 866-879-4100 toll free 

Arvin Glicksman, MD 
Executive Director 

249 Roosevelt Ave. 
Pawtucket, RI 02860 

to bring in prescription drugs for 
their personal use. 

Canadian prescription drugs 
are not FDA approved. The fol­
lowing is a statement from the 
FDA: "When Americans import 
medicines illegally, they are faced 
with a dangerous 'buyer-beware' 
situation," said Dr. Lester M. 
Crawford, Acting FDA Comm is-

Make a 
Healthy Choice ... 

Try Pi/ates! 
• It's fun! 
• It builds strength! 
• It's low impact! 

INTRODUCTORY SPECIAL. .. 
3 PRIVATE EQUIPMENT SESSION 

FOR ONLY$60 

Body Mechanics, Inc. 
Certi(iect Pi/ates Instruction 

CherylZuba 401-480-0193 
Located at RGE Salon - Warwick RI 

Gold's Gym Pawtucket/Providence Line 

www.bod mechanics ilates.com 

D es pit e 
FDA warnings, some states are 
facilitating the purchase of pre­
scription drugs. A new website 
to help Rhode Islanders buy pre­
scription drugs from Canadian 
pharmacists is now available at 
www.state.ri.us/ rirx. 

"RIRx will help Rhode 
Islanders buy the same prescrip-

Rona Trachtenberg is a free­
lance writer who has written far 
the Indiana Jewish Post & Opin­
ion. She lives in Fairhaven, Mass. 

A Heritage of Religious Tolerance 
Celebrating the 350th anniversary of 
the arrival of Jews in North America. 

A talk by Dr. Stephen Kaplan of the 
Touro Foundation on Newport 
Rhode Island's unique role in 
establishing religious freedom for 
Jews and all Americans 

Thursday, May 13 at 7:00 PM 
Attleboro Public Library, Attleboro, MA 
Free and open to the public 

For more information call: 
508-222-2243 

Sponsored by JOIN, the Jewish Outreach Initiative of Northern Rhode Island and 
Greater Attleboro with funding from the Jewish Federation of Rhode Island Endowment Grant. 
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Obituaries 
David Abrams 

PROVIDENCE - David 
Abrams, 91, a retired delicates­
sen owner, died April 18. He was 
the husband of Rose (Wainer) 
Abrams. T hey were married for 
59 years. 

Born in Providence, a son of 
the late Arnold and Rose Abrams, 
he was a lifelong resident of this 
city. 

He was the owner of the 
former Star Delicatessen in Prov­
idence for 25 years. 

He was a World War II Navy 
~ veteran and a member of 
~ the Jewish War Veterans 

Post No. 533. H e was a 
member of Congregation Sons 
of Jacob Synagogue, the Cran­
ston Seniors, the former M ajes­
tic Senior Guild and the Lions 
Club. 

and North Kingstown for 26 
years. H e also worked at Enter­
prise Car Rental. 

Besides his wife, he leaves a 
son, Steven M. Arnoff of Nashua, 
N.H. ; a daughter, Karen Defe­
lice ofWarwick, and three grand­
children. He was the brother of 
the late Bertha Sunderland. 

Burial was in Lincoln Park 
Cemetery, Warwick. Contribu­
tions in his memory may be made 
to Kent County M emorial H os­
pital, 455 Toll Gate Rd., W ar­
wick, RI 02886 

Albert Brown 
BOCA RATON, Fla., -

Albert Brown, 89, died March 
19. He was the husband of the 
late Adeline (Pulver) Brown. 

Born in Providence, a son of 
the late Henry and Sarah Brown, 
he lived in the city for most of his 
life. 

A graduate of Central High 
School, he also attended Provi­

dence College. 
• He served in the 

Army during World War 

Besides his wife, he leaves 
two daughters, Arlene DiRobbio 
of North Providence and Lois 
Abrams of Venice, Fla.; a grand­
daughter and two great-grand­
children. H e was the brother of 
the late Philip and Irving Abrams 
and Anne M atzner. II. 

Mr. Brown was sales man­
ager and jewelry designer for C . 
Ray Randall and Co. in North 
Attleboro for many years. 

Burial was in Lincoln Park 
Cemetery, Warwick. 

Lawrence P. Arnoff 
WARWICK- Lawrence P. 

Arnoff, 82, a retired manager, 
died April 20. He was the hus­
band of Janice (Gertner) Arnoff. 
T hey were married for 57 years. 

Born in Bronx, N.Y., a son of 
the late Irving and Mae (Bern­
hurt) Arnoff, he was a resident of 
Warwick for 32 years, previously 
living in Cranston 
~ He was a World War 
~ II Army veteran. 

He was a manager at 
Leviton Mfg. Co. in Warwick 

He was a member of Red­
wood Lodge and the Crestwood 
Country Club. 

H e leaves two daughters, 
Cynthia Stone of Delray Beach, 
Fla., and .Debra Sahim of Boca 
Raton, Fla.; four grandchildren, 
and three great-grandchildren. 
He was the brother of the late 
Edith Linder, Edward Brown 
and Isaac Brown. 

Contributions in his memory 
may be made to breast cancer 
research. 

When You Have Questions, 
Call Us. 

If you are one of many people who have never arranged 
a funeral, you may have a lot of questions on your mind. 

How much does a funeral cost? What options do I have 
in planning the kind of funeral to be held? How many of 
the details will the funeral director take care of? 

We are here to help. And an important part of helping is 
giving you straight and honest answers to your questions 
about funerals. 

When you have questions, come by or call us. No obli­
gation, of course. 

Your Only Local Family-Owned T ewish Funeral Home 

~-- ,..-•\ Certified by the ~IJ,!}.w.;·-
1100 New-London Avenue 

Cranston, RI 02920 

Michael D. Smith, R.E. Tel.: 463-7771 
Member National and Rhode Island Toll-free: 1-877-463-7771 
Funeral Directors Associations Pre-Need Programs Available 

Sybil H. Levinson 
WARWICK - Sybil H . 

(Block) Levinson, 88, of War­
wick and Delray Beach, Fla., 
a retired businesswoman, died 
April 9. She was the wife of Ever­
ett Levinson. 

Born in Providence, a daugh­
ter of the late Philip and Dora 
(Segelman) Block, she lived in 
Cranston, Florida and Warwick. 

She was a musician, playing 
in an all-female USO band during 
World War II. She was past pres­
ident of the Ladies Auxiliary of 
Lt. Leonard Bloom Jewish War 
Veterans Post o. 284. 

Besides her husband, she 
leaves a son, Philip Levinson 
of Warwick, and two grandchil­
dren. She was the mother of the 
late Brynne R. Tobias and sister 
of the late Selma Mushnick and 
Norman, David, Edmund and 
Sigmund Block. 

Burial was in Lincoln Park 
Cemetery, Warwick. 

Harry L. London 
ATTLEBORO, Mass. 

Harry L. London, 99, of Attle­
boro, died April 13. He was the 
husband of the late Zella Eliza­
beth (Klein) London. 

Born in Boston, son of the 
late Max and Fannie (Blank) 
London, he grew up in Attle­
boro. 

He was a graduate of Attle­
boro High School and Boston 
University School of Business and 
was a member of Beta Gamma 
Sigma and Delta Mu Delta honor 
societies and Delta Sigma Pi busi­
ness fraternity. 

He was the owner and pres­
ident of London's Department 
Store, Floyd's Men's Store, and 
Saunders Properties, Inc. 

Mr. London was a former 
director of First Bristol County 
National Bank, Waltham Watch 

Co., and the Retailers Associa­
tion of Massachusetts. 

He was an Honorary Life 
Trustee of Congregation Agudas 
Achim in Attleboro and a life­
time member of B'nai Brith. 

A lifetime trustee of the 
Attleboro YMCA, he was also 
a· former member of the Board 
of Managers of Sturdy Memorial 
Hospital, and a lifetime member 
of the Attleboro BPO Elks Lodge 
and the Attleboro Lions Club. He 
was a former director of the M as­
sachusetts Society for the Preven­
tion of Cruelty to Children. 

H e is survived by a son, 
David S. London, and his wife, 
Toby, of Attleboro; a grand­
daughter, Debra B. London and 
Russ Umphenour of New York 
City and Atlanta, Ga.; a grand­
son, M arc D. London, and his 
wife, Julie, of Chappaqua, .Y., 
and a great-granddaughter. He 
was the brother of the late Ruth 
London Lewis. 

Contributions in his memory 
may be made to the Building 
Fund of Congregation Agudas 
Achim, 901 No. Main St., Attle­
boro, MA 02703. 

Isadore Nachbar 
PROVIDENCE - Isadore 

Nachbar, 81, a retired textile busi­
nessman, died April 9. He was 
the husband of Roberta (Abisch) 
Nachbar. 

Born in Providence, he was a 
son of the late Nathan Nachbar 
and Bessie Aarons. 

Mr. Nachbar was a promi­
nent businessman in the textile 
industry, serving as president of 
N.H . Nachbar, Pawtucket and 
R& I Nachbar, Providence. 

H e graduated from Prov­
idence College in 1947 and 
attended the City College of New 
York and the University of Biar­
ritz in France for postgraduate 
studies. 

April 30, 2004 

An Army veteran of World 
~ War II, he was wounded 
~ in the Battle of the Bulge 

and was awarded a Purple 
Heart. 

Mr. Nachbar was a past 
recording secretary of the Roger 
Williams B'nai B'rith Lodge and 
a long time member of Temple 
Emanu-El. 

Besides his wife, he leaves a 
daughter, Amy Nachbar; two sis­
ters, Evelyn Rose of New Jersey 
and Sylvia Penn of Pawtucket; 
four brothers, Robert Nachbar of 

ew H ampshire, H oward Nach­
bar of Cranston, Leon Nachbar 
of Providence, and Milton Nach­
bar of North Providence; and two 
granddaughters. 

Burial was in Lincoln Park 
Cemetery, Warwick. Contribu­
tions in his memory may be made 
to the Temple Emanu-EI Library 
Fund. 

Ruth Pabian 
PROVIDENCE - Ruth 

Pabian, 88, died April 10. She 
was the wife of the late H arvey 
Pabian. 

Born in Passaic, N.J., she had 
lived in Providence since 1951. 

She was a member ofTemple 
Emanu-El and Hadassah. 

An avid knitter, she enjoyed 
making sweaters and blankets. 

She leaves two sons, Allan 
Pabian of Irvine, Calif., and Jay 
Pabian of Sharon, Mass.; a daugh­
ter, Lois Swerdlick of Waltham, 
Mass., 12 grandchildren and four 
great- grandchildren. She was the 
sister of the late Mary H andler, 
Cele Berr and David Cohen. 

Burial was in Lincoln Park 
Cemetery, Warwick. 

Contributions in her memory 
may be made to the Jewish 
National Fund or the American 
Cancer Society. 

Continuing our century-old tradition 
of service to the Jewish community. 

Jewish families throughout Rhode Island 
and Southeastern Massachusetts turn to 

Sugarman-Sinai Memorial Chapel for 
service, compassion and sensitivity. 

Member of the Jewish Funeral D irectors of America 
Certified by the Rhode Island Board of Rabbis 

JILL E. SUGARMAN, D IRECTOR 
SHELLY GOLDBERG, ASSOCIATE 

SUGARMAN~ 
INAI ~t~tlAL i_) 

458 Hope Street, Providence, RI 
(401) 331-8094 • 1-800-447-1267 

A Service Family Affiliate of AFFS & .Ser~i;c Cor~. lnt' I. .4?2 Rock S1., Fall River, ~·IA 02720 508-676-2454 
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emy 1-Joice 
The kosher meat boycott of 1910 

ByKimNusco 

JC\ n Wednesday, June 22, 
U 1910, a front page story 

in the Providence Daily journal gave 
unusually prominent press coverage to 
the Jewish community of South Prov­
idence. T he headline, "Jews Put Ban 
on Kosher Meat - Seven H undred 
H ousewives D eclare T hat Jewish Mar­
kets of South Providence A re H andling 
Unclean and I nfected M eat - Claim 
Also Made T hat Prices Are Too High" 
announced the beginn ing of a week­
long "war" between the Jewish women 
of South Providence and their neighbor­
hood kosher butchers. 

T hrough mass meetings, picketing, 
and word of mouth, hundreds of Jewish 
housewives and their allies organized 
and enforced a boycott of six neigh­
borhood butcher shops. Following on 
the heels of several nationwide antitrust 
movements and food protests , the boy­
cott echoed larger dramas involving cor­
rupt food producers, greedy retai lers, 
and a public prepared to engage in mili­
tant consumer act ion to rega in a sense of 
security about its food supply. 

T he decision to take action was 
made at a mass meeting and the j ournal 
the following day noted that the "order 
to stri ke was carried with a shout that 
could be heard several blocks away." The 
declaration included the vow that "No 
O rthodox Jewish woman will buy an 
ounce of meat fro m a Jewish market, 
and the regular diet in H ebrew fa milies 
until further order will be fi sh, vegeta­
bles and cheese." The boycott strategy 
was unanimously approved by all pres­
ent at the meeting and a committee was 
appointed to oversee the organization of 
the strike. A second meeting took place 
later that night "where stirring addresses 
were delivered by some of those pres­
ent." 

A delegation selected by the boy­
cott committee issued the community's 
demands to the six kosher butchers. 
These demands included "fresh and 
healthy meat, wrapped in clean paper 
and not in newspaper as has been the 
custom in some of the shops, respectable 
treatment to the customers and a reduc­
t ion in the price of all kinds of meat." 
Though three of the butchers agreed 
to consider the petition, th ree others 
"not only refused to receive the delegates 
but defied them. In one case," the j our­
nal reported, "the butcher's wife pitched 
into the delegate and hustled her out of 
the shop." 

This resistance on the part of the 
butchers strengthened the resolve of the 
boycotters, though the ensuing "war" 
seems to have proceeded in an extraor­
dinarily orderly manner, especially in 
comparison to the violence that char­
acterized kosher meat protests in other 
American cities. Neighborhood women 
took up picket positions on Willard 
Avenue as early as 5:30 a.m. on June 22, 
entreating all who approached the shops 
not to buy meat and at times convinc-
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Providence Daily Journal account of the 1910 kosher meat boycott. 

ing customers to retu rn meat already pur­
chased. The Evening Bulletin noted that 
the "morning passed quietly, no attempts 
being made to disturb any of the shop­
keepers." Police were called in towards 
evening as a crowd of 500 gathered and it 
seemed that the th ree kosher shops in the 
vicinity might be "rushed." 

D espite these concerns, five police­
men were able to clear the streets with 

Courtesy of the R.I. Jewish Historical Association 

buy it no matter how decayed it was. 
T he butchers reportedly employed both 

trickery and trade solidarity to circumvent 
the boycott measures. During the fi rs t day 
of the boycott, reports were made that 
the butchers had gone from house to house 
delivering meat that in many instances had 
not been ordered. In addition, the South 
Providence butchers sent representatives to 
shops in the North E nd to prevent the sale 

Police were called in towards evening as a crowd of 
500 gathered and it seemed that the three kosher 
shops in the vicinity might be "rushed." 

relative ease and "matters for a time took 
on their wonted aspect, though many of 
the strikers, their pickets and sympathiz­
ers lingered in the vicinity." 

In fact, most of the vitriol in the con­
fli ct seems to have come from the butch­
ers and their families. The Journal noted 
that the butchers heaped insults upon the 
strikers and recorded that one boycotter 
reported being "held up" and assaulted by 
the female family members of one of the 
butchers. Another woman declared that 
a butcher had told her that the butchers 
planned to keep the meat "for a month, 
if necessary~ and force the community to 

of meat to women participating in the boy­
cott. 

The Jews of South Providence had no 
choice but to patronize kosher butchers if 
they wished to adhere to the practices of 
their fa ith. Kosher butchers who made life 
di fficult fo r their fellow Jews by charging 
higher prices or who jeopardized the reli­
gious practices of the community by selling 
trey/(unkosher) meat violated the princi­
ples of tzedakah and kashrut. Women's 
neighborhood networks - formed through 
the everyday activities of supporting their 
families - could be mobilized to enforce 
religious communal values. 

T he majority of the participants in 
the boycott were married mothers who 
did not work (at least officia lly) outs ide 
of their homes. The j ournal called the 
boycott "primarily a women's strike" and 
noted that the boycott committee and 
the picketers were comprised entirely of 
women. H owever, the newspaper down­
played the women's role in the boycott, 
emphasizing the male leadership of the 
organizational meetings. Indeed, much 
of the coverage of the strike reveals a 
rather condescending attitude toward 
the women participants, depicting them 
as so unruly and hys teri cal that the 
men presiding over the meetings could 
hardly conduct business. 

But despite the condescending tone, 
the local newspaper accounts provide 
considerable ev idence of impressive 
organizing. T he women enfo rced com­
munity unity, deciding that there could 
be no support of the strikers or of their 
friends until every person present at the 
meeting had pledged herself to pur­
chase no meat until it had come down 
in price which the people could afford. 

A resolution was reached by the 
end of the week. On June 23, the j our­
nal reported that "two residents of the 
district who have been in the meat busi­
ness in the pas t, have agreed to open 
markets and sell meats at reasonable 
figures under clean condit ions if guar­
anteed from 150 to 200 customers." 
On June 27 both the Journal and the 
Evening Bulletin proclaimed "Kosher 
Butcher War Near E nd". 

Scholars of women's consumer pro­
tests assert that participation in collec­
tive actions like food boycotts politicized 
the housewives who took par t. A 
sense of effic iency and communal sol­
idarity developed during the boycott 
made these women, their daughters and 
granddaughters more likely to part ici­
pate in other polit ical and community 
actions. The debate over the supervision 
and cost of kosher meat in South Provi­
dence incorporated a shtetl oriented con­
ception of the communal right to earn 
a living (though not from the blood of 
one's fellow Jews), Socialist visions of 
economic and social reform, and cap­
italist values of competition and self­
help. 

The negotiations took place within 
a localized conception of the commu­
nity - the boycotters protested as citi­
zens but also as Jews. The rabbi and 
the butchers were criticized but no 
great upheaval took place. And though 
women played a prominent part in the 
boycott's critique of community author­
ities, they did so in defense of their 
place within the traditional concept of 
Jewish womanhood. 

Kim N usco is the research librarian at 
the M assachusetts H istorical Society and a 
recent graduate if URI Her master's thesis 
won the E leanor H orvitz A ward from the 
Rhode Island Jewish Historical A ssocia­
tion and has been p ublished in f ull in the 
latest issue ef their RIJHA Notes. 
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what Barry was doing. "One 
hundred years ago, in those old 

broken stadiums, you waved red 
cloth in front of a lion," he 

said. 
"Where were 

those stadiums?" he 
Circus School was asked. 

came to vacation camp at the 
Jewish Community Center 
(]CC). 

"'Toss, toss, catch, catch ," 
instructed Michaela Andrews, 
the circus school programs coor­
dinator, as she demonstrated 
juggling. "The most common 
mistake beginners make is to toss, 
catch , toss, catch." 

Camper Benjamin Landman, 
7, watched and then added his 
own twist: Toss under the knee, 
toss under the knee, drop, drop. 

Rebecca Shays, 8, said the 
secret to successful juggling is to 
throw the first and second ball 
very quickly and almost in unison 
- a trick she learned from her 
dad. 

Andrews was introduced to 
juggling when she joined the 
Out-of H and Club as a student 
at Brown University. The presi­
dent of the juggling club at the 
time was Providence native Mike 
Plotz, who helped his mother, 
Judy, found the Providence circus 
school almost six years ago. T he 
school goes into classrooms and 
community centers, teaching the 
kids the arts of the circus. 

After juggling soft balls, the 
campers tried scarves. Barry 
Newman swirled a bright pink 
and orange scarf in front of M at­
thew D egan, 5. "Ole, ole," he hol­
lered. 

Max Schuster, 7, explained 

"California, or some 
old countries," he said . 

Speaking of lions, Tyler 
Degnan wondered if the circus 
school ever brought in any real 
lions to tame - baby lions of 
course, because the kids could 
hand le them. "They like to 
pounce on each other and learn 
to be like their fathers," he said. 
''I'd like to work with them like 
the I ion tamer in the circus. You 
get them to sit on a little wooden 
chair." 

The children flew "pois," or 
bean bags with streamers, in 
figure eight and helicopter forma­
tions. "This is very good exercise 
for your wrists," said Tessa Rud­
nick, who was adept and decided 
to try two at once, sending kids 
scurrying out of target range. 

The children also worked 
on stilts and fou r-wheeled skate­
board-like contraptions. Ondine 
Bonner said it was harder to learn 
than riding a unicycle, which she 
did at the Big Apple Circus when 
it came to town. 

The children also learned the 
fine art of balancing a plastic plate 
on a pointy stick and passing it to 
your neighbor, which took coop­
eration, patience, and, at times, 
immediate intervention. 

May Stern, 6, enjoyed the 
week at camp. "This is more fun 
than school. T here, I knit and I 
sew." 

TRIPLE TROUBLE - Michaela Andrew s, a teacher at the Providence 
Circus School, shows children how to juggle three balls at a JCC 
vacation camp recently. Watching closely are, from left, Max Schus­
ter, Matthew Degnan and Benjamin Landman. Karen Lostritto, a 
student from Brown University, helped out. 
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SPINNING - Providence Circus School teacher Michaela Andrews demonstrates spinning technique 
with Michaela Newman. Watching intently are, from left, Chesleigh Gomez and M ay Stern. 

Photos by Mary Karr 

Circus school is a mom-son act 
ByMaryKorr 

PROVIDENCE - Now 
in its sixth year, the P rovidence 
Circus School is flying high. 
Two weeks ago, the trapeze 
arrived and classes are set to 
begin on Saturdays in May in a 
Pawtucket studio.· 

Providence resident and 
Seekonk librarian Judy Plotz 
is the founding mother of the 
school, which travels to class­
rooms, community centers, 
festivals, events and competi­
tions. 

Her son Mike, a 23-year­
old graduate of Brown Uni­
versity in math and computer 
science, will teach trapeze. H e 
trained at the San Francisco 
Circus School and Gemini Tra­
peze in Vermont. "Circus is like 
real life, but exaggerated, all 
emotions brought to the fore," 
Mike said. 

H e's a circus veteran. For 
six years, he was a member 
of Circus Smirkus, a youth 
circus in Vermont. H e's a jug­
gler, acrobat and aerialist. At 
Brown, he was president of the 
Out-of-Hand juggling club. 

"The circus gave him self­
confidence," Plotz said. "I want 
to bring that to inner city kids 
in Providence. They have to 
learn how to cooperate and 
work together to develop trust. 

Learning to juggle is not 
about keeping three balls in the 
air," she said. 

JUDY PLOTZ is the founding mother of the Providence Circus 
School. 

"On the surface, we teach 
juggling, acrobatics, balance and 
clowning. But in the process of 
learning physical skills, our stu­
dents learn ways of working with 
each other and they build confi­
dence in their abilities. One of the 
biggest lessons of the circus is that 
you can achieve far greater results 
from a collaborative effort than 
from many disconnected individ­
ual efforts," Mike said. 

The school has met at vari­
ous venues in Providence and is 
searching for a permanent home 
in the city. 

Plotz said the circus has 
always been a part of Jewish 
culture. "There is a history of 
European Jewish traveling per­
formers," she said. "Laughter is 
a way of coping with tragedies 
- and we have survived many 
tragedies." 

For Plotz, jesting is no 
laughing matter. 

For more information on 
classes this spring, call Plotz 
at 351-9211 or visit 
www.ridance.com/circusschooV/ 


