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RABBI JAMES "JIM" ROSENBERG speaks with Temple Habonim con
gregant, Charlie Bakst, at right, and the Rev. Neal Goldsborough, 
of the Barrington Clergy Association at Shabbat service on June 8. 

Rabbi Rosenberg 
to retire after 33 

years at Habonim 
ByMaryKorr 
mkorr@jfri.org 

BARRINGTON - You know a service at Temple Habonim 
is about to start when Rabbi James "Jim" Rosenberg, 63, straps his 
12-string guitar over his ta/lit and starts to tune up. 

It was no different at the Shabbat service June 8, when the rabbi 
transferred the Torah, and his congregation of 33 years, to Rabbi 
Andrew Klein. 

Led by Rabbi Rosenberg, psalms and songs rise and float over 
the acoustic ceiling in a melodic embrace ... Shabbat shalom, Shab
bat shalom ... Shabbat, Shabbat, Shabbat, Shabbat shalom ... 

He calls his wife, Sandy, the soft- spoken strength of his life for 
40 years, to kindle the Sabbath candles. When they first came to 
Habonim in 1974, their daughter Karen was five weeks old; their 
son, David, was born several years later. 

When the rabbi was installed in October 1974 by Rabbi Roland 
B. Gittlesohn of Temple Israel in Boston , under whom Rabbi 
Rosenberg had served as assistant rabbi, baby Karen was named at 
the same service 

Thirty three years later, at the transition service, the rabbi 
annou nces a simcha - two nights ago his daughter gave birth to 
her second child - "a whopping 7 pounds," he says. That's big 
compared to his first grandchi ld, Lucy, who was 2 pounds at birth. 
And another simcha - son David will be married at Habonim in 
August. 

As he states in his final temple bulletin message, Jim quotes 
folksinger Pete Seeger, the rock group the Byrds and the primary 
source, Ecclesiastes: "To everything there is a season and a time for 
every purpose, under heaven ... " 

It was 50 years ago tonight 
At the service, the rabbi spoke of a night 50 years ago. 

"It was 37 degrees, the coldest June 8th on record . l was a little 
boy celebrating my Bar Mitzvah ... if anyone had told me then that 
in 50 years I wou ld be finishing my career as a rabbi, l would have 
said, 'You're crazy, who in his right mind would want to become a 
rabbi?'" 

See, RABB I ROSENBERG. page 14 

Hamas' takeover of Gaza: 
what lies ahead 

Credit : Ismail Khateb/ BPH lmages/JTA 

HAMAS MILITARY MEMBERS ride a captured Fatah armored personnel carrier during a celebration 
rally last week in Gaza City. 

NEWS ANALYSIS 

By JV&H staff 
With an unexpectedness 

and speed that stunned both its 
friends and its foes, H amas, the 
Muslim extremist faction that 
was voted into power in the 
Gaza Strip 15 months ago, last 
week seized military control of 
the entire Strip. It was aided 
in this by the collapse of a far 
larger force loyal to Farah, its 
rival Palestinian fac tion, headed 
by M ahmoud Abbas, who was 
the president of a rump Pales
tinian government ruling both 
Gaza and the West Bank. 

Fatah, the armed wing of 
the Palestine Liberation Orga
nization founded in 1964 by 
Yasir Arafat, and which has 
since recognized and is will
ing to negotiate with Israel, has 
been receiving some support 
from the United States, Israel 
and the European Union, but 
it went for naught in the face 
of mass desertions by Fatah 
gunmen and the fleeing to 
safety in the West Bank of the 
Fatah leadership. 

With Hamas removed 
from the Palestinian coalition, 

See GAZA, page 15 

JTA Photo 

PRESIDENT BUSH and Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert conferred 
at the White House on Tuesday. 

New talk of final status 
raises old concerns 

By Ron Kampeas 
WASHINGTON OTA) - It's an old conundrum, made urgent 

by a sudden convergence of interests of the Bush, Olmert and Abbas 
administrations: 

The desired destination, a two-state solution for the Israelis and 
Palestinians, is something almost everyone can look forward to. It's 
getting there that's the hard and scary part. 

Seated in the Oval Office with President Bush smiling approv
ingly, Prime Minister Ehud Olmert committed on Tuesday to taking 
steps toward negotiating a final-status arrangement with Abbas. 

See OLMERT, page 23 
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Calendar 
ONGOING 

Leisure Club summer sessions at Temple Emanu-EI: 

THURS., JUNE 28 
Leisure Club summer session 

10 to 10:50 a.m. Rabbi Alvan Kaunfer on "Heaven, hell and the 
after-life." 

Coffee break 

11:10 a.m. to noon. Dr Steven Kane on Al Jolson's music. 

THURS., JULY 5 
10 to 10:50 a.m. Dr. Lenore Martin and Dr. Stephen Mamber 

on how useful drugs are discovered in nature. 

Coffee break 

11:10 a.m. to noon. Gerry Foster on "Beyond Jerusalem's walls." 

THURS., JULY 12 
10 to 10:50 a.m. Leonard Mandell on home fires and related 

safety. 

Coffee break 

11:10 a.m. to noon. Rabbi Wayne Franklin on a soldier's con
version to Judaism with JWV Commander Sanford Gorodetsky and 
Carl Cruso. 

THURS., JULY 19 
10 to 10:50 a.m. Lloyd Kaplan on the music of Russian compos

ers: Borodin and Rimsky-Korsakov. 

Coffee break 

11:10 a.m. to noon. David Joseph, program director ofThe Public 
Conversations Project, Lessons from Burundi. 

THURS., JULY 26 
10 to 10:50 a.m. Lloyd Kaplan on the Russian connection to Tin 

Pan Alley, the music of Gershwin, Berlin and Styne. 

Coffee break 

11:10 a.m. to noon . Rabbi Sarah M ack of Temple Beth-El on a 
text-based discussion on Jerusalem . ' 

Hug N' hamah: Circle of consolation at To rat Yisrael 
7 p.m. Thursdays. Temple Torat Yisrael bereavement di scussion 

group. Facili tated by Torat Yisrael member, Dr. Judith Lubiner, a 
licensed psychologist, and by Rabbi Amy Levin. Members of Torat 
Yisrael and non-members are equally welcome. 

See CALENDAR, page 12 
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Quote of the Week 
"Well, it's official: I'm Jewish. So why d 

I still feel that I've lost?" 

Rabbi/stand-up comic (really)to perform 
in Attleboro 

ATTLEBORO - Rabbi 
Bob Alper, who describes him
self as "the world's only practic
ing clergyman doing stand-up 
comedy... intentionally," will 
perform at the Murray Unitarian 
Universalist Church on Wednes
day, July 4, at 7:30 p.m. 

A native of Providence, Alper 
is a graduate of Lehigh Univer
sity, was ordained at Hebrew 
Union College in Cincinnati, and 
is the first Jewish person to earn 
a doctorate from the Princeton 
Theological Seminary. H e has 
served congregations in Buffalo 
and Philadelphia, where he con
tinues to conduct High H oliday 
services. 

H e began his comedy career 
in 1986 when he entered the 
"Jewish Comic of the Year Con
test" at the Going Bananas club 
in Philadelphia. Television, radio 
and personal appearances fol
lowed as he quickly honed his 
distinctive approach to stand
up. He has been seen on Good 
Morning America, Showtime, 
the BBC, and CNN, among 
many others. 

In addition to his solo shows, 
Bob performs frequently with 
Arab/Muslim comedian Ahmed 
Ahmed. 

H e is the author of two 
hooks: "Life D oesn't Get Any 
Better Than This," an inspira
tional collection now in its fifth 
printing, and the awa rd-winning 
full -color cartoon book, "A Rabbi 
Confesses." H e's also produced 
two best-selling comedy CDs. 

PROVIDENCE NATIVE, RABBI BOB ALPER, will perform his comedy 
routine in Attleboro on July 4. 

Alper resides in rural Ver
mont with his wife Sherri, a 
psychotherapist. They are empty
nest parents of Zack and Jessie. 

The church is located at 
505 North Main St., Attleboro. 
Tickets are S18 in advance and 
S20 at the door. Information: 

He is now heard daily on the !~:~21;2~~!0;~er~~;~:l:::~hil-
clean comedy channels of XM 
and Sirius satellite radio. For more information, 

www.bobalper.com. 

CANDLE LIGHTING 

For greater Rhode Island 

June 22 8:04 

June 29 8:04 

July 6 8:03 

July 13 8:01 

July 20 7:56 
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Jew :iEh M edi:al Eth rs Forum 2007 

Photos by Nancy Kirsch 

THE AUDIENCE, above, at the recent Jew"ish medical ethics forum 
heard, from top left, Dr. Peter Quesenberry, Rabbi Leonard Sharzer, 
M.D., and Dr, Thomas Bledsoe. It was held at The Miriam Hospital. 

Panelists discuss ethics 
of stem cell research 

By N_:,iiy ~~-s,c~;. _ .,., ., 

• < " P_B.9VJiP,ENC_Er-;: A ~wledgeable and insightful panel of 
· experts discussecf.st~in c"el)s, their use in research and the result
ing ethical issues ·in a lively exchange on the evening of June 4 at 
Miriam Hospital. The Jewish Medical Ethics Forum 2007's topic 
was Controversies in Stem Cell Therapies, and it included introduc
tory comments by Miriam Hospital President Dr. Kathleen Hittner 
and Rabbi Wayne Franklin, a member of the hospital 's board and 
ethics committee. 

Dr. Peter Qyesenberry, director of hematology and oncology at 
Rhode Island Hospital and Miriam Hospital, gave the keynote pre
sentation. William Kirkpatrick, director of clinical social work at 
several Lifespan hospitals, moderated the panel discussion among 
panelists Rabbi Leonard Sharzer, M.D., a fellow of the Finkelstein 
Institute of Social and Religious Studies at The Jewish Theological 
Seminary; Dr. Thomas Bledsoe, a Rhode Island Hospital physician 
and interim director of Brown University's Center for Biomedical 
Ethics; and Dr. Qyesenberry. 

Adult, embryonic stem cells 
Stem cells are rare cells in a population that is able to give rise to 

all the cells one might think about, Qyesenberry explained. "Only 
a few cells can do that, and these stem cells can create new cells for 
every system in the body, including the brain, gut, hair, skin, bone 
marrow, and more," he said. Adult stem cells can come from bone 
marrow, a neonate or a fetus, and embryonic stem cells come from a 
four- to five-day-old fertilized embryo called a blastula. 

While all stem cells have great growth potential to renew 
themselves and create other cells with different functional capabili
ties, adult and embryonic stem cells differ. For example, embryonic 
stem cells grow indefinitely, can differentiate any cell type in tissue 
culture and are pre-cancerous; adult stem cells have less potential 
to proliferate. Adult stem cells, which come from bone marrow, 
peripheral blood, and umbilical cord blood, have been used in rou
tine clinical work, such as bone marrow transplants. Stem cells from 
placenta, teeth and fat have not yet been so used, though it's exciting 
to realize that adult stem cells can make heart, bone, lung, muscle, 
Jjver, and brain cells. 

"I work with adult stem cells," said Q],iesenberry, and "there's no 
controversy about that. The failure to find use for discarded embryos 
from in-vitro fertilization cJjnics for embryonic stem cell research 
is immoral." The research on human embryonic stem cells is very 

See MEDICAL ETHICS, page 26 
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Communitv 
Bernhardt Foundation 

awards half million 
to Jewish non-profits 

Photo courtesy of the R.I. Jewish Historical Association. 

At right, Helene (Donig) and Bertram L. Bernhardt 

By JV&H staff 

voiceherald@jfri.org 

PROVIDENCE - The Bernhardt Foundation, the legacy of 
the late Bertram and Helene Bernhardt, Providence philanthropists, 
has distributed $497,746 to 11 non-profit Jewish organizations in its 
first fiscal year which ended April 30, 2007. The recipients represent 
organizations that the couple supported while living, or that reflect 
their spirit of giving. 

Temple Beth-El, the largest recipient ($152,116) was a focal 
point in their lives. Bertram was totally devoted to his wife and to 
Temple Beth-El, friends said. They were such synagogue mainstays 
that they became almost family to Beth-El's Rabbi Leslie Gutter
man. "He was the son they never had," said Melvin L. Zurier, secre
tary and counsel to the Foundation. 

Helene was born in Providence and became attached to Temple 
Beth-El at a young age; she attended Hebrew school and was con
firmed there in 1921. She served as president of Beth-El's sisterhood, 
and later in life created a "Talking Books" program at the temple 
in memory of her mother. She was also president of the Women's 
Division at the Jewish Federation ofR.I . as well as being committed 
to Brandeis, the Red Cross, and services for the blind and multiple 
other charities, often anonymously, 

Bertram held various professional positions - as a stockbroker 
at Rothbern and Co., a vice president at Teknor Apex, a plastics 
company in Pawtucket; and then again as a stockbroker at G .H. 
Walker Co., which became Smith Barney Citigroup, until he retired 
at age 90. 

He served as president at Beth-El, and worked to relocate the 
Jewish Community Center to its current location on Elmgrove 
Avenue. He was also involved with B'nai Brith, Brown Hillel, Camp 
JORI, the Anti-Defamation League, The Miriam Hospital, The 
Holocaust Museum, Jewish Family Service, and the Jewish Home 
for the Aged, now the Jewish Seniors Agency. 

On the death of the survivor, (she died in 1998, he in 2005), 
their assets, then totaling about $10 million, formed the Helene 
Donig and Bertram L . Bernhardt Charitable Trust, 

This year's first Foundation distributions went to: 

• Camp JORI, S25,000. (To be matched by the Harold Grin
spoon Foundation.) 

• Hadassah, R.I . chapter, Sl,000. 

See BERNHARDT, page 26 
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Opinion 
A MAJORITY OF ONE 

Palestinian split slows tricky road map to peace 

~

re's a useful addition 
to your Arabic vocabu
lary, shwoya, shwoya. 
English translation: 

Slowly, slowly. For centuries this has 
been the mantra of the Middle East, 
where temperatures are often unbearably 
hot and there was little for the natives 
to do since it was usually outsiders who 
decided their fate. 

Then the Jews 
returned en masse to 
the region and things 
got livelier. Now wars 
are won in six days, civil 
wars in five. The latter 
occurred only last week 
when Hamas took over 
the Gaza Strip and the 
larger forces of Fatah 
simply melted away. It 
might be that a three
state division of what 
was once Palestine is 

in the offing; Israel, Gaza (Hamastan) 
and the West Bank (Fatahstan). That's 
good news for mapmakers and writers 
of textbooks on the Middle East but our 
major concern is, as ever, is it good for 
the Jews? In two words, probably not. 

Your observer has been to the Gaza 
Strip twice, the first time as an Israeli 
soldier in 1948 at Rafah where the Egyp
tians were decidedly unfriendly, so much 
so that I soon departed for a lengthy stay 
in an army hospital. I returned again 
in 1956 as a journalist reporting on the 
brief Israeli-French-British attempt 
to seize the Suez Canal from Egypt. I 
had learned of an American-financed 
Baptist hospital in the city and went 
to interview its American director. He 
was as unfriendly as were the Egyptian 
soldiers in Rafah (but with fewer lethal 
weapons,) specifically the use of the 
phrase "no comment" to whatever ques
tions I had. It was typical of the hostility 
expressed by everyone I met during that 
week in the Gaza Strip. They may not 
have wanted the Egyptians back, but we 
were certainly not an acceptable substi
tute. 

The Gaza Strip has long been a polit
ical and a geographic anomaly; one and 
a half million Palestinians crowded into 
138 square miles, the highest population 
density in the world. Its trade is primar
ily with Israel without which it could not 
function economically; it has no hin-

VIEWPOINT 

terland and no land exit except through 
Egypt or Israel. It has no airport and a 
seaport fit mainly for fishermen. Israel 
controls its sources of water, of electric 
power, of fuel and much of its funding 
- the recent embargo by Israel and the 
western powers on goods and money to 
the Hamas government bringing mat
ters to a head. This week's American 
decision to lift its embargo and Israel's 
agreement to release tax money owed to 
the Palestinian Authority will benefit 
only the Fatah-ruled West Bank, leav
ing Hamas to beg for support anywhere 
it can be found. 

It is easy enough to find satisfaction 
in the plight of Hamas but you have to 
feel sorry for Abbas, who has just wit
nessed the meeting of the two least 
popular heads of state in the democratic 
world, Bush and Olmert. They emerged 
from their meeting on Tuesday full of 
praise for the new West Bank Palestin
ian government and promising support 
- the president even praising Abbas as 
"a reasonable voice among the extremists" 
and Olmert chiming in with a promise 
to work with him to "provide the Pales
tinians with a real, genuine chance for a 
state of their own." 

Bobby Kennedy: In memory yet green 
·By Rosa Maria Pegueros 

Thirty-nine years ago today, I came 
of age. I was 17, about to graduate from 
high school and I had spent that exhil
arating spring volunteering for Sen. 
Bobby Kennedy's campaign. I wasn't old 
enough to vote but I could make myself 
useful so I stuffed envelopes. Working 
on the campaign gave me the opportu
nity to meet him. 

Then as now, the reporters focused 
on the superficial aspects of the candi
dates. They made jokes about the size of 
his family, 12 children and one- on the 
way. "Ask not if Bobby Kennedy is big 
enough for the White House," went one, 
"ask if the White House is big enough 
for Bobby Kennedy!" 

The media was obsessed with Sen. 
Kennedy's hair; he had a lot of it and it 
was always tousled and needed to be cut. 
I remember one night when he came to 
a local TV station in San Francisco. He 
came in exhausted, pale and particularly 
hirsute but he was very intense; charisma 
emanated from him. 

At 17, I was not politically sophis
ticated. His competitor, Sen. Eugene 
McCarthy's icy idealism did not attract 
me, but Sen. Kennedy's warmth and 
compassion drew me in before I really 
understood anything about politics. In 
particular, I was drawn to him after 
passing a billboard on my daily bus ride 
to school through the Fillmore, a black 

district in San Francisco. It showed him 
holding a little black boy in his arms with 
the caption, "Some see things as they are 
and say why. I dream things that never 
were and say why not." He was white 
but he saw African Americans and Lati
nos; he really saw us. For all his faults, 
even today I am struck by the depth of 
his empathy for the poor and disenfran
chised. 

The first time I saw Sen. Kennedy in 
person was in Delano where one of my 
teachers volunteered with the nascent 
Farm Workers Union. I still have the 
photograph of him with the UFW flag 
in the background. Seeing him standing 
shoulder to shoulder with Cesar Chavez, 
we could dare to imagine that the ter
rible inequalities that racial and ethnic 
minorities suffered could be obliterated 
if this man became president. He gave 
us hope. 

On June 5, 1968, just after he won 
the California primary, he was shot by 
Sirhan Sirhan, a Palestinian nationalist 
who shouted "I'm doing it for my coun
try!" Twenty-six hours later, he died of 
his wounds and the hope of a generation 
died with him. The image of Sen. Ken
nedy lying in a pool of his blood on the 
kitchen floor of the Ambassador Hotel 
haunts my dreams; I wish I could forget 
it. 

On June 8, when his body was car
ried by a funeral train from the funeral 
at St. Patrick's Cathedral in New York 

to Arlington National Cemetery, the 
full impact of his death hit me. Dreams 
don't always come true; good people can 
be cut down by the evil ones; true equal
ity for people of color will never come. 
That is what coming of age is: The loss of 
one's innocence once and forever. 

I was 13 when we lost President John 
F. Kennedy to an assassin; Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. was murdered less than 
two months before Sen. Kennedy. And 
finally, when Sen. Kennedy died, the full 
horror sank in -would anyone as brave, 
as wise, ever come forward to lead us? 

At his funeral, Teddy Kennedy, the 
last remaining Kennedy brother, said, 

"My brother need not be idealized, 
or enlarged in death beyond what he 
was in life, to be remembered simply as 
a good decent man, who saw wrong and 
tried to right it, saw suffering and tried 
to heal it, saw war and tried to stop it. 

"Those of us, who loved him and 
who take him to his rest today pray that 
what he was to us and what he wished 
for others will someday come to pass for 
all the world. 

"As he said many times, in many 
parts of this nation, to those he touched 
and who sought to touch him: 'Some 
men see things as they are and say why. 
I dream things that never were and say 
why not.'" 

Today I sec his faults and recognize 
the many ideological conflicts I would 

Of course you know perfectly well 
that there is not a word of truth in all 
that verbiage. Olmert will not empty 
out the settlements, remove the check
points or open the settler's private road 
system to all traffic and Bush is sinking 
in the Iraqi quagmire. Neither of them 
will lift a finger for Mr. Abbas and his 
"reasonable voice" because neither has 
the agreement of his voters to do so. It 
is all spin and razzle-dazzle and who's 
going to win the next election, baby? A 
number of expeas on Middle East nego
tiations summed it up neatly in the New 
York Tim es on Wednesday. "Mr. Bush 
will have to place pressure on Mr. Abbas 
to root out corruption in Fatah and press 
Mr. Olmert to improve living conditions 
for the Palestinians on the West Bank." 
Not a word about pressure on Hamas. 
Who's kidding who? 

Which leaves us with a final ques
tion. When will all of this political 
maneuvering and choosing of sides lead 
to an effective peace between Israel 
and its Arab neighbors? To that ques
tion there is only one answer: Shwoya, 
shwoya. 

Yehuda Lev can be reached at yehudal@ 
cox.net. 

Sen. Robert Kennedy 

have had with him. In my starry-eyed 
idealism, I could not see them at 17. 
Still, I wonder what our lives would have 
been like if Sen. Kennedy had lived to 
serve as president of the United States. 
Would we have gone deeper into Viet
nam? What if the 58,000 dead had lived 
normal lives, given birth to children and 
would now be coming upon retirement? 
What if there were no homeless veterans 
on our streets and downtown doorways? 

Will we ever find another presidenl 
who dreams of a better world and aski 
why not? 

Oh sad, sad day. 

Rosa Maria Pegueror (pegueror@u 
tdu) is an arsociate proftrror of Latin Am 
ican History and Women 's Studier at 
Univerrity of Rhode Island. 
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61 '.,vt~s hb~er~:nr.e~'sra~ati~snagm, p~luet. f ho!~~;f ~!~!~d ~~~,~~~~ of ~fee when the Knesset doesn't "pro- ring to "nefesh Yehudi" Oewish 
hibit sexual relations with soul) the anthem should speak 

"Heil Hi. ... " See? I Arabs." of "nefesh Israeli" (Israeli soul). 
can't do it, not even in print. I'll What if Burg is wrong and This, he contends, would allow 
try again. "Heil Hit ... ". Nope, the Jews don't "use administra- Christians, Arabs, Russians, 
still can't. tive means to prevent Arabs etc. who are Israeli citizens to 

from employing Jewish clean- have a sense of inclusion in the 
And why would I even try? I 1· "U d 'H k 

B I ' ing ladies and workers... like srae 1 state. p ating ati -
ecause ve just finished read- h' Id b h f 

I h b A the Nuremberg Laws"? He va cou e t e start o a psy-
ing a engt y interview y ri h h f h y' 

Shavit in a predicts, he states with the c ic s i t among t e countr s 
authority of the zealot, that "all Arab and Jewish citizens about 

recent Haaretz h this will happen and is already w at it means to be Israeli." 
magazine. The 
subject was happening!" But, but, but, if 
Avrum Burg, we don't start treating Arabs 
52, former as untermenschen sometime 
Speaker of soon I'll have wasted all my 

Josh 
Stein 

the Knesset, goose stepping practice-and 
former chair- it wasn't easy to learn to goose 
man of the step. Have you ever tried it? 
JewishAgency Gevalt. My thighs were killing 

for Israel, and one-time candi- me. 
date for Labor Party leader. 
You might think that such a 
person would be an advocate 
for Israel. Well, he is - much 
as Vidkun Qiiisling advocated 
for Norway. 

According to Burg, The 
Law of Return "is the mirror 
image of Hitler." 

Shavit: In your book we are 
not only victims of the Nazis .. . 
we are almost Judeo-Nazis .. . 
You do not actually say that 
Israel is Nazi Germany, but you 
come very close. You say that 
Israel is pre-Nazi Germany. 
Israel is Germany up to the 
Nazis." 

Burg's sense of honor does 
not distract him. When he was 
denied a pension for his chair
manship of the Jewish Agency 
because of his attacks on it (the 
pension is NIS 200,000 annu
ally-just shy of $50,000-plus 
a chauffeur driven limousine) he 
sued, saying he's been deprived 
of a basic right." Although he's 
taken French citizenship he 
appears to want to be Labor's 
candidate for prime minister. 
That'll happen when I learn to 
ejaculate the words that began 
this column. 

In a similar, though less 
obnoxious, vein Adam LeBor, in 
the Times Oune 18), argues that 
Hatikvah should be changed, 

LeBor is obviously 
whistling Dixie. No matter 
how conciliatory the Jews of 
Israel are, by changing the 
national symbols all they will 
accomplish is to water down 
their resolution to survive. 
About a fifth of the population 
is Arab. To my knowledge none 
are fleeing to Syria, but shall we 
put.a crescent moon and star in 
the center of the Magen David 
on the flag to keep them? And 
if the one wee change is made 
what shall we do with these 
lines? "Our hope is not yet 
lost, the hope of two thousand 
years, to be a free nation 
in our own land"? LeBor's 
proposal is a prescription for 
suicide. It will not be seen as 
an attempt at reconciliation, 
but as appeasement, as were 
withdrawal from Lebanon and 
the Gaza with nothing to show 
in return. Israel is the Jewish 
state, open to others to live in. 
Or to move from. 

Josh Stein can be reached at 
jstein@rwu.edu. " ~urg doesn't disagree. 

Yes, he says, and then 
explains: Israel has "a great 
sense of national insult; a feel
ing that the world has rejected 
us; unexplained losses in wars. 
And, as a result, the centrality 
of militarism in our identity." 
His proof is the way Arabs are 
treated, the separation fence 
and other defensive measures. 
He compares the occupation 
of the West Bank to Hitler's 
Anschluss (the forced 1938 
union with Austria}. He doesn't 
like the comparison to Nazism, 
though , a term he says is 
extremely charged, but accepts 
the comparison to "National
Socialists," to me a distinction 
without a difference. 

Dry Bones S-HOWTIME! 

If he's right, we Zion
ists are proto-Nazis, which is 
why I, an avowed card-carry
ing Zionist, am practicing my 
Sieg H eils. But wait! What if 
Burg is wrong? What if we 
are not sliding down the slip
pery slope to a fascistic State of 
Israel. (Burg says we are already 
there.) 

Shavit: "Are you con-
cerned about a fascist debacle 
in Israel?" 

Burg: "I think it is already 

E~UD SARAI(./ SAO< 
AGAIN AS LABOR 
PARTY LEADER! 

EVErlYTHING 
OL.D IS NEW 

AGAIN/ 

DryBonesBlog .com 
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Opinion 
Now BATTING 

Novelty, Jewish education 
and the Jewish future 

H w should we understand change in the Jewish 
communities? Which new happenings enable 
them to survive and grow? Which novel events 
or groups are ephemeral? 

Let's examine a newly released report, The Continuity of 
Discontinuity: How Young Jews Are Connecting, Creating, and 
Organizing Their Own Jewish Lives. The authors are Steven M. 
Cohen and Ari Y. Kelman, both professors who specialize in the 

study of the American Jewish community. The 
study examines four new and potentially trans
formative Jewish experiences: 

• Ikar, an atypical synagogue in Los 
Angeles, which joins social activism and serious 
prayer; 

• Storahtelling, a mode oflearning that 
incorporates plays and professional actors into the 
Torah service; 

• JDub Music Co. specializes in cross
ing Jewish themes with new music (they were the 

first to produce Matisyahu), 

• And a salon in Toronto, where young well-educated Jews 
(and non-Jews) join for stimulating dinner conversations. Are these 
passing fads? Are these examples of vibrancy in Jewish life, and if 
so what gives them strength? 

Cohen and Kelman are encouraged by what they see. Change, 
they suggest, is on-going, and may be for the good, even when it 
mystifies Jewish communal leaders. These four examples, they pro
pose, are the contemporary instances of changes that always come 
forward to renew Jewish life. They remind the reader of similar 
phenomena at earlier points in time: the decision to emphasize 
Hanukkah (as the Jewish alternative to Christmas), the creation 
of the Sunday School (which advanced Jewish education in Amer
ica), and the founding of two now venerable secular Jewish social 
organizations, Hadassah, and the B'NJ i Brith. All are or were the 
creations of young Jews unhappy with the existing forms of Jewish 
communal life, willing and able to offer attractive options attuned 
to their contemporaries. Cohen and Kelman urge older Jews -
those who run Jewish communities and control Jewish communal 
purse-strings - to foster these innovations. 

They are right to be pleased by what they $ee, but they praise 
the results (expressions of new formations and idea) not the source 
(substantial Jewish education). Cohen and Kelman provide the 
critical information on four of the five entrepreneurs. All four are 
products of day schools (Orthodox or secular), rabbinical seminar
ies or yeshivot (Orthodox or Conservative), or both. If there is no 
growth without creativity, then there is no Jewish creativity with
out years of formal Jewish education. That's the real point of their 
research. 

Serious and sustained Jewish education has a multiplier effect: 
It informs, provides social connections to other educated Jews, 
teaches Jewish skills, and makes demands. It leads some students to 
yeshivot and seminaries. In turn, it provides the tools for those with 
the aptitude and desire to continue their studies into adulthood, for 
especially creative people to build new enterprises, and for the less 
dedicated and creative to be good Jews and teach their children and 
friends how to be good Jews. Nothing else works as well, or perhaps 
nothing else works at all. The deep message of their research is not 
the trivial point that Jewish communal leaders should be open to 
new forms of Jewish expression, but the fundamental point that 
Jewish education is what really matters. 

So I would alter Cohen and Kelman's recommendation to the 
_ leaders of the Jewish community. Support efforts of transforma

tion, but if you have to choose between supporting discussions in a 
salon or education in a day school, spend the community's money 
on serious and demanding Jewish education. 

Alan Zuckerman can be reached at Alan_Zuckerman at brown. 
edu. 
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Opinion 
ALISON ON ALIYAH 

The final chapter in the rabbinate saga ~wLL, IT'S OFFICIAL: I'M JEWISH. Our 
protracted and painful battle with the 
Israeli Orthodox rabbinate is over. So 
why do I (still) feel like I've lost? 

My boyfriend, Mikhael, and I got up at the crack of 
dawn last Sunday morning, determined to be the first in 
line at the Beersheva regional Beil Din (rabbinical court). 
We had been putting this little errand off for about a 

and so many wounded feelings ... I suppose that's why it 
felt so strangely anti-climactic when I stood face-to-face 
with those two bearded rabbis and their court reporter 
last Sunday, and finally heard the "magic" words: "OK, 
you can pick up your certificate at the secretary's office 
down the hall." 

fear, and rage. Indeed, part of me was desperate for the 
approval of the Orthodox rabbinate-and, by extension, 
the Israeli government, state, and bureaucracy at large. 
Many of my most important future plans have come to a 
standstill this past year, as I have waited for the rabbin
ate to tell me that I am worthy of my future husband and 
future family. The other part of me was deeply hurt and 
furious that my Jewish identity requires approval from 
any outside judge and jury, and ambivalent about whether 
I really wanted to receive it at all. 

month, always coming up with very con
vincing-sounding excuses, but both of us 
knew full well what was really going on. 
This was the final step in our quest to 
prove my Jewishness to the "powers that 
be," and we were downright terrified of 
reaching the end of the line and getting 

Geez. Even the words themselves weren't all that 
magic. I guess I expected some kind of declarative ver
dict and a loud, booming voice from "above" (the elevated 

Alison 
Golub 

the wrong answer. 
Mikhael and I have been dealing 

with this "Jewishness-proving" issue for 

I know that if I had thrown in the towel at any point in the process, 
there would have been no chance for any of my family or future 
descendants to ever prove their own Jewishness, according to the 
rules of the rabbinate. 

nearly a year and a half. We have been 
thinking about it, and talking about it, and worrying about 
it, and fighting-sometimes quite vehemently-about it, 
for at least that long. So much energy, and so much fear, 

court bench in front of me, that is), or perhaps a glimpse 
at a burning bush outside the court building. At the very 
least, prior to the "verdict" I expected to be interrogated 

I suppose that ultimately, this whole journey was 
worthwhile indeed. Sometimes when I look back on 
what my family and I, and Mikhael, have been through 
this past year, I am struck by the unbelievable import of 
what we have actually accomplished. I know that ifl had 
thrown in the towel at any point in the process, there 
would have been no chance for any of my family or future 
descendants to ever prove their own Jewishness, according 
to the rules of the rabbinate. Because we were relying on 
the testimonies and memories of quite_ elderly people and 
following religious rules that are likely to become only 
stricter in the coming generations, it was clear to us that 
if I didn't succeed in this struggle, there was no chance 
that anyone coming after me would fare better than I. 
Essentially, my mother and I, goaded by Mikhael's nec
essary insistence, managed to secure the Jewish identity 
(as seen through the eyes of and approved by the Israeli 
rabbinate) of our entire bloodline, both before and after 
me. 

COMMUNITY RELATIONS DIRECTOR 

THE JEWISH FEDERATION OF RHODE ISLAND 

is seeking a full time Community Relations 
Director. 

The CRC Director is responsible for: 

• Israel advocacy and education 

• The Jewish community's relationship 

with the Afula/Gilboa region of Israel 

• Coalition building relationships with 

government officials and representing the 

Jewish community within the general 

community and media. 

The Director will also be responsible for 

engaging volunteers to participate and support 

activities as described above. 

CANDIDATE QUALIFICATIONS: 

• 
• 

• 
• 

• 

A BA degree 

At least 2-5 years experience in coalition 
building and external relations. 

Excellent verbal and communication skills 

A strong knowledge of Israel and its issues 
as well as R.I. social issues. 

Community organizing experience a plus. 

REPLY with cover letter, resume and salary 

requirements to: 
CRC Search 
Jewish Federation of RI 
130 Sessions St. 
Providence, R.I. 02906 
or via e-mail: Shalom@jfri.org. 

relentlessly about my identity, my Jewishness, 
and my genetic and cultural lineage tracing 
back to ancient times. At the very least, I 
expected that all my pain and all my mother's 
hard work gathering documents and pictures 
and affidavits would prove worthwhile. 

As I sat outside the courtroom, waiting 
for my name to be called and trying to keep 
my knees from shaking, I thought a lot about 
what I really wanted to happen inside that 
room. There was a moment when the clerk 
stepped out, and as the door opened I caught 
a glimpse of what was going on within. A 
Russian woman was standing before the 
rabbis with her head bent down and hand 
outstretched, imploring them to accept the 
papers she was offering. One of the rabbis 
then bellowed at her, "But how do we know 
that this is legitimate??!" 

My stomach immediately lurched, and 
I was filled with a potent mixture of dread, 

So, yes, there is a part of me that feels quite proud 
and of course, incredibly relieved to have slogged through 
this horrendous process and come out victorious on th< 
other side. But there is also another, perhaps more vocal 
part of me that wishes I could have come out unscathec 
as well as victorious. I still feel traumatized by the exp 

Positions Available at URI Hillel 
Kingston, RI 

www.urihillel.org 

Development Director Yr. Direct annual and capital 
campaign for growing org. Bachelor's degree and 2 
yrs. related experience. Exceptional organizational, 
interpersonal and data management skills required. 

Jewish Student Life Coordinator Ff. Oversee all 
programmatic aspects of Hillel's activities. Bachelor's 
degree and 1 year related job experience. Master's 
degree and/or two or more years experience preferred. 
Position requires creativity, initiative, commitment to 
Jewish pluralism and excellent planning, 
communication, organizational and interpersonal 
skills. 

• 
Send cover letter, resume and/or 
inquiries for either position to 
Amy Olson, Executive Director, 
amyoJson@mail.uri.edu 

rience, and by the sheer amoun 
of people who looked me in th 
eye over the past year and to! 
me they were sorry, but there w: 
nothing that they could do to he! 
me. I am pleased by the know 
edge that I somehow (God knov 
how) managed to fit into the ral 
binate's criteria and scramble 
way, ass-backwards, onto th 
"acceptable" list. But I am dee 
saddened by the fact that sud 
list (metaphorically) exists at 1 

I can't help but think about 
the people who weren't as Ju 
as I, and I have realized that 
dubious success in this proa 
was essentially only a confir 
tion of the state's utter failur 
wrench itself out of the Ortho 
rabbinate's stranglehold on 
religious and many civil aft 
in this country. So, yes, I did 
the battle. But I fear that the 
has definitely been lost . 

Alison Stern Golub was 
and grew up in Seattle, Washi 
and is a graduate of Brown U, 
sity. You can email her at A 
Golub@hotmail.com, and rea 
about her adv entures on htr 
at www.alisonsterngolub.com 
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Federation 
Womens Alliance event highlights Jewish heroines 

By Marylyn Graff 
mgraff@jfri.org 

PAWTUCKET The 
Women's Alliance Lion of Judah 
Endowment Event took place 
this year on June 4 at the Gamm 
Theater in Pawtucket where play
wright, producer, director and 
actress Elaine Rembrandt gave 
a moving and informative per
formance portraying four Jewish 
heroines of ancient and modern 
times. 

Following a reception, 
the program began with Tony 
Estrella, artistic director of the 
Gamm, welcoming the audience 
of about 45 women. Stephen Sil
berfarb, executive vice president 
of the Jewish Federation of R.I ., 
then spoke of new steps being 
conceived and taken to encourage 
and enlighten potential benefac
tors. 

Bea Ross, Women's Alliance 
newlyelected president, welcomed 
the group, speaking with pride of 
the seven new "Lions" this year, 
adding to the more than 100 in 
the community. Ross enumerated 
many reasons for making these 
endowments, among them were: 
to secure a vibrant Jewish com
munity for generations to come, 
to keep the State of Israel strong 
and to show a sense of leadership 
and commitment to tikkun olam 
(repairing the world). 

Meyer Goldstein, endow
ment director, discussed "Six 
easy ways to endow your gift." 
These included bequests, foun
dation grants, life insurance and 
charitable annuities. Goldstein 
said he would be glad to discuss 
these individually. 

Mitzi Berkelhammer, imme
diate past president of the Wom
en's Alliance, introduced Elaine 
Rembrandt for her one-woman 
performance, "Courage and 
Commitment: A Dramatic Por
trayal of Four Exceptional Jewish 
Women." 

When Rembrandt first devel
oped the idea of portraying four 
heroic Jewish women in history, 
she asked a rabbi-mentor, which 
woman from the bible she should 
choose. Without hesitation he 
advised the judge Deborah, for 
although she was married, she is 
the only woman in the bible who 
is remembered for her own deeds, 
not for the deeds or prominence 
of her husband or family. She was 
a judge and adviser, leading Israel 
while sitting under "Deborah's 
Palm Tree" and finally a military 
leader as well, singing her own 
praises after the enemy's defeat. 

Next, Rembrandt put on 
a medieval-style dress over the 
black robe and added a small 
cap to the wig to portray a 16th
century woman "Dona Gracia 

At left, Bea Ross is the Women's Alliance newly elected president. 
Shown with her are Mitzi Be_rkelhammer and Stacy Emanuel. 

Mendes, a refugee from the Coming from a family of wealthy 
Spanish-Portuguese inquisition. bankers, she was determined to 
But she was no ordinary refugee. keep the family and the busi-

ness together, especially after the 
untimely deaths of her husband 
and brother-in-law. Moving from 
Iberia to Holland to Spain to 
Italy and finally Constantinople, 
she planned on ending her days 
in the Holy Land. This she did 
not live long enough to achieve, 
although doing much to develop 
the country for the Jews. 

The next Jewish heroine to 
appear on the stage was Emma 
Lazarus in a 19th-century over
dress and hat; a Jewish woman 
whose family had long been in 
America; who, when faced with 
anti-Semitism, became a cham
pion of Jewish immigrants and 
refugees and an ardent Zion
ist. She was a prolific writer and 
poet whose inspiring verse was 
inscribed in stone on the base of 

the Statue of Liberty for all to 
read. 

Finally, Rembrandt put on a 
simple dress, handbag and gray 
wig of her most recent charac
ter, Golda Meir, and reminded 
the audience that Golda was not 
only prime minister of Israel, but 
filled more fi.,nctions and became 
an icon. 

Rembrandt found , as she 
chose and developed her charac
ters, (she is her own scriptwriter), 
that there were ties binding thei:n 
to each other through time and 
place. Escape from persecution, 
caring deeply for others, and an 
intense connection to the Land 
of Israel, were characteristic of 
all four of these Jewish women 
of courage, so ably and stirringly 
portrayed. 

Jewish Federation ofRhode Island 
seeks Donor Development Officer 

T HE DONOR DEVELOPMENT OFFICER will oversee the cultivation and solicitation of current and 
potential donors within the Women's, Young Leadership and Affinity groups and with donors at 
the levels between $1,000-$9,999. A critical function of this position will be identifying donors to 

upgrade through a"moves management" approach and will provide support to volunteer and other solicitors. 
Reporting to the Chief Executive Officer, the Donor Development Officer may also be responsible for 
identifying, building relations with and soliciting corporations and foundations to support Federation and 
community initiatives. 

RESPONSIBILITIES INCLUDE: 

• Planning, creating, organizing and evaluating programs and activities to achieve the fundraising and 
other objectives established for the Women's Alliance, Young Adults and other affinity groups. 

• Directing and implementing activities to motivate women, young adults and others within identified 
affinity group in the Jewish community to assume responsibility for significant roles and participation in 
the work of the Federation, aid in their leadership development and participation in Federation's 
philanthropic efforts. 

• Implementing programs and activities and oversee other campaign projects as assigned by the CEO. 

• Recruiting, training, motivating, engaging, communicating with and recognizing relevant volunteers. 

• Assignment and rating of pledge cards. 

• Effective communication with and development, management and recognition of solicitors. 

• Cultivation and personal solicitation of approximately 50 individuals in the Major Donor and/or Leaders 
category per year. 

• Creating and implementing strategy to identify, cultivate and successfully solicit corporations. 
• Grant-writing. 

POSITION REQUIREMENTS 

• Bachelor's degree and 3+ years related work experience. 

• Strong communication and presentation skills; ability to persuasively convey the agency's mission and 
giving and engagement opportunities. 

• Demonstrated success migrating donors and prospects, increasing donations and deepening 
relationships. 

• Knowledge of current trends in charitable giving, particularly in the areas of "moves management" and 
data acquisition and utilization. 

AN ATTRACTIVE AND COMPETITIVE COMPENSATlqN PACKAGE commensurate with the level of 
experience is available. Interested parties should send cover letter, resume and salary requirements to: 

Jcwiah Fcdcr:mon 
o/R.lxxk IJ/4r,J 

Donor Development Officer Search, JFRI 
130 Sessions Street 
Providence, RI 02906 

or via email to Shalom@JFRl.org. 
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PHDS appoints "Dean for the Day" 
1 rculr ; 

. . . . ' 
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Rentals • Sales 
Providing Complete 
Buyer's £ Seller's 

Services 

•uiJ 
346 Wickenden St. 
Samson realty .com 

401 454-5454 

By Marylyn Graff 
MGraff@jfri.org 

Every year the Providence 
Hebrew Day School (PHDS) 
has a special day at the end of 
the school year called "Dean for 
the Day." One student is chosen 
by raffle for the honor of meet
ing and interviewing some of the 
people responsible for the work
ings of the Jewish Federation of 
Rhode Island, OFRI.) This year 
the winner was about-to-be-
12-year-old (on June 27) Ariele 
Greengart, daughter of Mr. & 
Mrs. Chary Greengart of Paw
tucket. Ariele will be entering 
7th grade this fall . 

Accompanied by 
Peretz Scheinerman, 

Rabbi 
usually 

The Perf.ed Home ... 
The Petfed House 

Our objective at SENIOR TRANSITION is to help seniors find 
the perfect home and coordinate the details for a picture perfect 
move into their new home. 

We specialize in helping seniors find and relocate to a home that 
is ideal for their lifestyle • be it a smaller home, apartment, 
condominium or an assisted living residence. 

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE: 
> A Personal Needs Assessment 

- A caring and meaningful discussion to determine what 
type of home will be best 

> Relocatum Seroices 
- Housing selection recommendations and site visits to 

find the new home that meets the client's profile 
- Assistance in finding & scheduling the mover for move•in day 
- Downsizing advice and assistance 
- Careful packing, unpacking and placement of personal items 
- Follow-up to make sure the senior is comfortable with their 

new home and surroundings 

Call us today so we can help you make your senior transition a smooth one. 

Senior Tramition serving Rhode Island and Southea51em Mmchusett;. 

SENIOR TRANSITION 

(401) 828-5020 

(800) 899-5828 

dean of the school, Ariele visited 
with Stephen Silberfarb, execu
tive vice president of JFRI, who 
told her about how it functions 
and what it does. She learned 
how money is raised and where 
it goes. Ariele commented on 
how many people are helped 
both here, in Israel and overseas. 
She was surprised to learn about 
Jewish-owned and founded busi
nesses in Rhode Island, and how 
they impact Federation. 

Ariele and Rabbi Scheiner
man then went downstairs to 
meet Larry Katz, asst. execu
tive director of the Bureau of 
Jewish Education (BJE.) Katz 
explained the different types 
of Jewish schools, from full day 
schools to once or twice a week 
classes for those in public or 
other private schools. Katz then 
gave a tour of the library, which 
is intended mainly for the use of 
teachers in planning lessons and 
acquiring information. Then they 
went to the arts and crafts room, 
stocked with just about anything 
the teachers could want to set up 
classroom projects. Ariele said, 

Photo by Mary Korrvv 

PROVIDENCE HEBREW DAY SCHOOL STUDENT ARIELE GREENGART 
was "Dean for the Day" last week. Accompanied by Rabbi Peretz 
Scheinerman, she received a briefing from Larry Katz at the Bureau 
of Jewish Education. 

"This is really cool and good for 
the teachers." She said that arts 
and crafts are favorite activities 
of hers. 

day" reported that she learned 
a lot about Federation and the 
importance of people helping 
each other, and of Jewish educa-

Overall, the "Dean for the tion. 

URI HILLEL STUDENT LEADERS gathered for an end-of the-year celebration in May. Pictured are (seate 
on couch L-R): Chase Altneu, Meghann Matteson, Leah Schechtman, Lauren Gottfried, Leslie Mande 
baum. Peri Stark (standing behind couch L-R): Jessica Wolchok, Alina Zolotnitskaya, Brett Strassmar 
Mitch Doctor, Sara Linden, Rebecca Eith, and Alex Hershey. 

URI Hillel elects board, announces awards 
recipients of the following awards 
for the 2006-2007 academic 
year: 

The Rabbi Benjamin Marcus 
Award, for the most support
ive faculty or staff, was awarded 
posthumously to Alan Axelrod, 
a dedicated volunteer and com-
munity activist, who worked as 
a development officer for URI 
until his untimely death in the 
fall of 2006. He was instrumen-
tal in increasing Hillel's relation
ship with URI's Development 
Department and securing new 
gifts for Hillel. 

The Hillel Foundation at the 
University of Rhode Island held 
its annual meeting on June 11 
and elected its board of directors 
for the 2007-2008 academic year. 
Officers are Barbara Sokoloff 
of Providence, president; Anna 
Prager of South Kingstown, 
vice president; Leah Schecht
man of Barrington, student vice 
president; Ron Freeman of West 
Warwick, treasurer; Leslie Marks 
Hershey of Pawtucket, secretary; 
Henry Winkleman of Brookline, 
Mass. , immediate past president. 
The new president of the URI 
Hillel Student Board is Jessica 
Wolchok of Albany, N .Y. The Joseph Block Award 

Hillel also announced the for the most supportive board 

member, was awarded to Hen 
Winkleman of Brookline, Ma 
He was steadfast in his lead 
ship during some challeng· 
times and has remained co 
mitted to Hillel as it has gro 
and strengthened in the last 
years. 

1he Lawrence H opfen 
Award, for a first-year stu 
who has demonstrated outst 
ing participation and leader 
at Hillel, was awarded to Reb 
Eith of Marlton, N.J. She 
serve as the First Year Stu 
of Hillel (FYSH) chair on 
lei's 2007-2008 Student Bo 

See URI HILLEL, facing 
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World 
Polish museum groundbreaking Managing Editor raises hopes 
By Dinah A. Spritzer 

PRAGUE OTA) - Support
ers and staff of a new museum on 
Polish Jewry are hoping a high
profile groundbreaking ceremony 
will draw in the additional funds 
needed to finish what aims to be 
Europe's largest Jewish cultural 
attraction under one roof. 

The June 26 groundbreaking 
at the site in Warsaw where the 
Museum of the History of Polish 
Jews is scheduled to open in 2009 
will feature a speech by newly 
elected Israeli President Shimon 
Peres. 

Peres, a native of Poland, was 
one of the early supporters of the 
$65 million museum, where visi
tors in eight galleries will be able 
to explore the 1,000-year history 
of Polish Jewry. 

President Lech Kacynski will 
also speak at the groundbreaking 
ceremony, which will feature per
formances by the Vienna Phil
harmonic and the Choir of Polish 
National Opera. 

The Polish government was 
an early champion of the museum, 
providing $27 million in funding 
from federal as well as city coffers. 
The city of Warsaw provided the 
land for the five-story, 200,000-
square foot structure designed 
by a Finnish architectural team. 
Last year, the German govern
ment donated $6.31 million for 
the museum. 

"This is more than just a 
groundbreaking and much more 
than just a ceremony," said Tad 
Taube, a Polish-born philanthro
pist who lives in San Francisco. 

"'It is, in the presence oflsra
el's president, a vivid reminder of 
the rich history of Poland 's Jewish 
community and a celebration ofits 
renaissance," said Taube, a major 
contributor to the museum. 

The Taube Foundation for 
Jewish Life & Culture is a chief 
supporter of a Jewish revival in 
Poland, where some 10,000 Jews 

URI HILLEL 
From facing page 

live. Many of them have only 
recently discovered their Jewish 
roots. 

Prior to World War II , 
Poland had the largest number 
of Jews in Europe, about 3.5 mil
lion, or 10 percent of the popu
lation. Most were killed by the 
Nazis. 

'Tm especially proud to be 
bringing to the groundbreaking 
more than a dozen American 
community leaders and philan
thropists to share with them our 
passion for remembering and 
celebrating our past, present and 
future," Taube wrote in an e
mail. 

The museum is located next 
to the Ghetto Heroes' Memo
rial monument in what once was 
Warsaw's Jewish district. Its key 
message is about life, not death, 
in a country where the Holocaust 
and anti-Semitism are the two 
issues many foreign tourists most 
associate with Jews. 

The museum still needs $10 
million to $15 million to support 
its permanent galleries. 

The Pepi Silverstein Memorial Scholarship, for a URI student or 
students to attend a Hillel Leadership Conference, was awarded to 
Wes Peskin ofGladwyne, Pa. She attended the Charlotte andJackJ. 
Spitzer Forum on Public Policy. 

The B'nai B'rith Plantation Unit 5339 Award , for an outstand
ing student leader, was awarded to Chase Altneu of Orangeburg, 
N.Y. H e will serve as vice president of the 2007-2008 Hillel student 
board. 

The Bertram and Phyllis Brown Award, for the most active 
graduating senior, was awarded to Alex Hershey of Pawtucket. Alex 
served as Hillel Student Board president from 2004-2006 and was a 
cum laude graduate from URI in Political Science and Government 
in June 2007. 

Jewish Federation 
of Rho,/, Isl,nd 

DYNAMIC INDIVIDUAL NEEDED to lead 
biweekly newspaper. The Jewish Voice 
& Herald, a 10,000 circulation, non-profit 
newspaper, published by the Jewish 
Federation of Rhode Island, seeks a 
highly organized strategic thinker. 

The successful candidate must have 
strong communication skills, 2-4 years of 
relevant experience and be familiar with 
web-based as well as print publishing. 

Send resume to: 
Jewish Federation of R.I. 

130 Sessions St. • Providence RI 02906; 
E-mail to: Stephen@jfri.org; 

FAX:401-331-7961 

PUT IT IN WRITING! 
No matter where or when in the future, you can be there 

to provide for the Jewish community. Your will makes 

it possible. Leaving a bequest to the Jewish community 

enables you to create a permanent legacy that can help 

Jews in need forever. 

Learn how you can help ... for years to come. 

Jewish Federation of Rhode Island 
Live Generously 

130 Sessions Street 
Providence RI 02906 

Call us today at: 401-421-4111, ext.174 

>@l!OlMERT, page 13 

9 

I 



10 Jewish Voice & Herald 

LAW OFFICES OF 

JEFFREY B. PrNE EsQ. 
A PRO FESSIONA L CORPORATIO N 

Jeffrey B. Pine 
Artornry Gl'rll'f<ll 1993-1999 

Criminal Defense 
Personal Injury/Serious Accidents 
Civil and Business Litigation 
Corporate Investigations/Compliance 

321 Sourh Main Strccr, Suire 302 
Providence, Rl 02903 

Tel, 401-351-8200 Fax, 401-351-9032 
E-mail: jbp@pindaw.com 

www.pinebw.com 
The Rl Supreme Coun iceoses all lawyera in lhegeneral 
~ of law The Coun does nol license or certfy any 
lawyeisasanexpertorspeciaftstinc11yfleldorpraa,ce 

Realtor since 1977 

I listen, I care, 
It's all about YOU! 

Let YEARS of experience 
benefit YOU ! 

Exceptional Market Knowledge Multi-million Dollar Producer 

11MM1f,· .. 1-~it\,1· 1+••·.v 
RBID01MBROOlAGE ->tNY ·J.N_ 

Prostate Cancer? 

Learn more about Robotic Prostatectomy, 
minimally invasive treatment for Prostate Cancer, 
from the most experienced physicians in RI 

Gyan Pareek, M.D. 
E. Bradley Miller, M.D. 

Board Certified by the American Board of Urology 
Certified in the latest robotic technology 

At the Miriam Hospital 

University Urological Associates, Inc. 

195 Collyer Street 
Providence, RI 02904 
(401) 272-7799 

450 Veterans Memorial Pky 
East Providence, RJ 02914 
(401) 435-8488 

Affiliated with The Warren Alpert Medical School at 
Brown University 

Peres wins presidency 
JERUSALEM: A number 

of prominent heads have rolled in 
Israel as a result of last summer's 
military and political conflict with 
Hezbollah in Lebanon. Shimon 
Peres, who has been prime min
ister twice without ever winning a 
national election, became Israel 's 
ninth president, winning by a 
large majority in a Knesset vote. 
At 83 he is regarded as a stop-gap 
president but the Israeli public, in 
polls taken right after the vote, 
voiced approval of his selection. 
The post is a ceremonial one and 
offers little political power. OTA 
and wire services) 

Barak to l!;:ad Labor 
JERUSALEM: Ehud Barak, 

a former prime minister, has been 
elected to lead Israel's Labor Party 
and enters the Cabinet as Minister 
of Defense, replacing Amir Peretz 
in both positions. Barak, a former 
general and the most decorated 
soldier in Israel's history, retired 
from politics after losing the 2001 
election to Ariel Sharon, went 
into business where he was very 
successful and then decided to 
return to the political world with 
the intention of becoming Prime 
Minister once again. H e has made 
no secret of his desire to replace 
Olmert but at the moment he is 

June 22, 2007 

Mass grave 
discovered 
in Ukraine 

A local resident tells a group of 
visiting rabbis in June 2007 about 
the Nazi-era massacre of Jews in 
Gvozdavka, Ukraine. With the 
recent discovery of a mass grave 
believed to contain the remains 
of thousands of Jews killed 
by the Nazis, angry Ukrainian 
Jewish leaders are demanding 
their country come clean on the 
Holocaust. 

providing the military experience 
that Peretz lacked. (H a'aretz and 
wire services) 

British boycott 
opposition grows 

LONDON: Opposition to 
the British academic boycott of 
Israel is growing with one oppo
nent suggesting to the boycotters 
that they boycott themselves in 
penance for Britain's support for 
the American war in Iraq. This 
didn't get much traction but the 
president of Columbia Univer
sity in New York suggested that 
Columbia be added to the list of 

See NEWS BRIEFS. FACING PAGE 

ATTENTION HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS 
AND THEIR PARENTS 

COLLEGE AND CAREER PLANNING 

OUR COLLEGE PLANNING PROGRAM 

utilizes ONLY ONE of the following tools: 

(a) SAT Tutoring 
(b) Essay Editing 
(c) Vocabulary Building 
(d) College Ranking Analysis 
(e)A Mirror 

FOR THE CORRECT ANSWER, PLEASE CONTACT US. 

We welcome Inquiries on evenings and weekends, 
as well as during normal business hours. 

Marc Lipps Associales, Inc. 

Marc P. Lipps 
Educational ConsultlJnt 

Private College Planning Practice 
MEMBER INDEPENDANT EDUCATIONAL CONSULTANTS ASSN 

OUR APPROACH 

• Helps you discover your natural talents through 
professional aptitude assessment 

• Guides you in developing your own personalized 
college education Grune Plan, with multiple 
career options to explore and related areas of 
knowledge to study BEFORE you begin 
shopping for colleges 

• Searches for colleges that can best accommodate 
your specific Grune Plan 

• Prepares you to take charge of your own future 

- - - in college and beyond 

OUR PROFESSIONAL OFFICE 

IS CONVENIE NTLY LOCATED IN CUMBERLAND 

For more information 
Please Call - 401 -305-6705 

or visit our website 
www.marclippsassociates.com 
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NEWS BRIEFS 
From preceding page 

boycotted schools inasmuch as 
it believes in academic freedom 
which the boycotters would deny 
to Israeli academics. The head of 
the British Conservative Party, 
David Cameron, describing him
self as a Zionist, said that the boy
cott was "completely uncalled for;' 
and a petition protesting the boy
cott signed by 22,000 people, has 
been sent to the University and 
College Union, sponsors of the 
proposed boycott whose president 
said that plans for the discussion 
of the boycott would go ahead 
and pointed out that it is not yet in 
effect. (Ha'aretz) 

Guy de Rothschild dies 
PARIS: Baron Guy de Roth

schild, scion of the famous bank
ing family, has died in Paris at 
98. He was the founder of the 
United Jewish Fund and headed it 
for more than 30 years. The UJF 
helped restore the French Jewish 
community after World War II. 
Seventy five thousand French Jews 
were deported to death camps by 
the Vichy regime during the war. 
After the war he helped inte
grate Sephardic Jews who came 
to France from North Africa and 
now account for 70 percent of the 
700,000 Jews in France. CTTA) 

Israeli heads U.N. 
committee 

NEW YORK: For the first 
time since its founding in 1948, an 
Israeli diplomat has been chosen 
to head a United Nations com
mittee, the 33 person Committee 
on Program and Coordination. 
While Israelis have held commit
tee seats and Abba Eban was vice
president of the General Assembly 
in 1952, Ron Adam, a long-time 

Israeli diplomat, will serve as chair 
of a committee that examines and 
approves the work plans for all 
UN bodies and agencies for the 
next two years. Its ranks include 
a representative from Iran, which 
should make for interesting dis
cussions. (Israel Foreign Ministry 
Bulletin) 

Online advice for inter
faith weddings 

NEW YORK: A Reform 
rabbi will soon begin offering 
online advice for interfaith cou
ples who want Jewish weddings. 
InterfaithFamily.com, a support 
and resource center for intermar
ried families, has hired Rabbi 
Lev Baesh as its first Rabbinic 
Circle director. The 1994 gradu
ate of Hebrew Union College 
begins work July 9. Baesh's main 
tasks will be referring interfaith 
couples to rabbis who will offici
ate at their wedding and running 
a listserv for rabbis to discuss the 
issue and share practical tips. "We 
are responding to a demonstrated 
need," says InterfaithFamily.com 
President Ed Case, who says he 
receives about 60 requests a month 
from interfaith couples looking 
for officiating rabbis. The Reform 
movement's rabbinic association 
officially discourages intermar
riage, but leaves it to the discretion 
ofindividual rabbis whether or not 
to officiate at interfaith weddings. 
Conservative and Orthodox rabbis 
are barred from doing so. 

And finally ... 

Kosher vending 
machines 

TEANECK, N .].: The next 
time you wait for a delayed flight 
at T.F.Green and have an urge for 
a hot kosher meal, don't despair. 
You might just find two (meat and 

FROM TRADITIONAL 
TO CONTEMPORARY ... 

~iriNLl TION/.lL 
'==OFFICE FURNITURE~ 

r--....,,~~"!!!'!""!!!!!!!!!!!!!:a The Largest Showroom 
and Selection of 
Desks • Chairs 

Conference Tables 
Files • Panel Systems 
&[mI'M)Furniture in 

Southeastern 

DE & SPACE PLANNING New England 

In Stock for Immediate Delivery• Rentals & Leasing 

News Briefs 
milk) kosher vending machines 
nearby. Two bright young men 
had that feeling recently at the 
Anchorage Alaska airport and out 
of their longing came Hot Nosh 
24/6, a company that prepares and 
staffs kosher vending machines in 
any location that requests them. 
A dairy machine was installed 
at the Torah Academy of Tean
eck and it won over the students 
with its potato knishes, pizza and 
onion rings. If they install a meat 
machine they can buy kosher hot 
dogs, meat blintzes and other con
coctions just like mother used to 
make if mother had been a vend
ing machine. (Forward) 

- Compiled by Yehuda Lev 
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Thank You for Making Me 
the #1 Coldwell Banker 
Residential, Brokerage 
Agent in Rhode Island. 
401-374-448-8 
Bo n,nieSellsHouses.com 

1¥~ww>\1 

Celebrate the opening of 

The Miriam Hospital's 

new surgical and patient 

services center 

Combining cutting-edge technology with 

private patient rooms, The Miriam Hospital's 

newest addition, The Victor and Gussie Baxt 

Building, offers the latest in patient care. 

IO new operating rooms 
State-of-the-art surgical equipment, including 

advanced robotics that offers incredible precision 

and faster recovery, 

36 new private patient rooms 
A comfortable environment for patients and 

their families, witb the latest clinical technology 

located at the bedside for the best care 

New radiology suite 
The latest diagnostic imaging and interventional 

technology to ensure accurate and timely tieatment 

The Miriam Hospital 
A Lifespari Partrier 

We're Here to Care. 

:ree'{JLM'fRr. page 23 
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TEMPLE TORAT YISRAEL 

Prospective 
Members 

Open Housel 

Sunday, June 24, 10 am to noon 

~e're on the Move/ 
Meet Rabbi Amy Levin 

Leaders of our Congregation 
Learn about our vision for a dynamic future! 

Empty-nesters and young fam ilies, partners and singles, 

one-fa it h and inter fai th .. . Everyone is welcome at: 

Temple Torat Yisrael , 330 Park Avenue , Cranston 
401-785-1800 www .toratyisrael.org 

SHMUEL TAITELBAUM 
CERTIFIED MOHEL 

~ 
Providence-Based • Recommended by Local Physicians & Rabbis 

861-1403 

Live in elegant surroundings, enriched 
with a distinctive cultural ambiance. 

An unparalleled level of service & amenities, 
and the support you need for your safety 
and peace of mind. 

Spacious studio , I & 2 bedroom apartments, 
plus 19 companion & studio apartments in 
our Renaissance Memory Support wing. 

For information, or to arrange a personal visit , I 
ca ll Dianne Giammarco: 401 -732-0037 

~ A Carehnk Member 
~ Developed by lhe Jewish Seniors Agency ol Rhode Island 

, 

Calendar 
Horenstein 
photo exhibit: 
Honky Tonk . . 
mus1c1ans 

PROVIDENCE - In the 
lush gelatin-silver images of 
Honky Tonk Portraits of Country 
Music, 1972-1981, photographer 
and country music fan Henry 
Horenstein (RISD BFA 1971, 
MFA 1973) affectionately docu
ments stars and fans in 1970s-era 
honky tonks. Before Emmylou 
Harris, Waylon Jennings, Loretta 
Lynn, and Dolly Parton were 
headliners filling vast audito
riums, they first proved them
selves in honky tonks. Intimate 
and often seedy, these live-music 
venues . Uukeboxes were around 
at the turn of century and the 
'50s were their heyday), brought 
smoke-filled glamour to coun
try music fans throughout the 
Un ited States. The 1970s were an 
especially fascinating and tran
sitional time for country music, 
marking the end of traditional 
honky tonks and the beginning 
of a new style infused with folk 
and rock influences. 

The RISD M useum's presen
tation will be organized by theme 
with several sections on perform
ers and fans at different venues
- the outdoor festivals, the 
Grand Ole Opry, and the honky 
tonks, and then a section of his 
portraits of the performers. The 

Our Inclusive Pricing 
Means Savings for You! 

THE PHYLLIS S IPEASTEIN 

TAMARISK 
AS SI STED LIVING RESIDENCE 

Where li fe is Ce lebrated n, 
3 Shalom Drive Warwick, RI 02886 
a kosher assisted living residence 

www.tamariskri.org 

June 22, 2007 

HONKY TONK, photographs by Henry Horenstein, at RISD. 

installation will include about 
35 photographs, many of which 
capture the moments before and 
after the performances such as 
musicians sign ing autographs, 
life backstage, and passing time 
in the country music parks. 

"Much of the power of 
Horenstein's honky-tonk photos 
comes from the fact he is basi-

From page 2 

CALENDAR 
EXHIBITS 

Harris N .Y.C. photo exhibit 
at Hillel · 

9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Brown 
Hillel, 80 Brown St., P rovidence. 
'Expressions of Faith ,' by New 
York photographer Ned H arris. 
863-2805 or www.brownhillel. 
org. Through Aug. 8. 

Horenstein country music 
photos at RISD 

Opening June 29, to Oct. 7. 
The RISD M useum, 224 Benefit 
St., Providence. 454-6500. www. 
risdmuseum.org. 

Horenstein country music 
photos at RISD 

HONKY TONK: Portraits of 
Country M usic, 1972-1981, Pho
tographs by Henry H orenstein, 
current RISD faculty member. 

Hours: Tuesday-Sunday, 10 
a.m.-5 p.m., third Thursday of the 
month until 9 p.m. Admission: $8 
for adults; $5 fo r senior citizens; $2 
for ages 5-18; $3 for college stu
dents with valid ID . Free: Friday, 
12-1:30 p.m.; Sunday, 10 a.m.-1 
p.m.; third Thursday of the month, 
5-9 p.m.; and Free-For-All Satur
day (last Saturday of the month). 

(See Story, above). 

Thurs., July 19 
Members opening celebration: 

5 to 6:30 p.m., 

Gallery talk by Horenstein: 6 
p.m. Free. Open to public. 

Concert by Girl Howdy on 
Frazier Terrace: 6:30 to 8 p.m. 
Free. Open to public. 

cally an historian with a camera," 
explains RISD Museum Direc
tor Hope Alswang. 

He will speak about the 
exhibit on Thurs., July 19 in the 
museum gallery; it is free and 
open to the public. 

The museum is located at 
224 Benefit St., Providence. See 
calendar listing for hours. 

WED., JUNE 27 
Women's evening at Chabad 

ofWestBay 
Lecture on the power of the 

Jewish women, by Toebe Potash 
of London. Jewelry making, with 
artist Bev Blitzer. Chabad of West 
Bay is located at 3871 Post Rd., 
Warwick. Donation, $5. RSVP to 
Shoshanah Laufer, 884-7888. 

FRI., JUNE 29 
Providence Civic Orchestra 

atTamarisk 
1:30 pm. Tamarisk Gardens. 

Tamarisk kicks off its summer 
concert series with the Provi
dence Civic Orchestra led by the 
incomparable and personable Vito 
Saritelli! Rousing salute to the 4th 
ofJuly. Refreshments served at all 
events. RSVP to Gina @ 401-732-
0037. 

WED., JULY 4 
Rabbi/comic to perform 

7:30 p.m. Murray Unitarian 
Universalist Church, 505 North 
Main St., Attleboro. Rabbi/stand
up comic Bob Alper, Providence 
native. Tickets are $18 in advance 
and $20 at the door. Information: 
508-222-0505. Adults and chil
dren 11 and over are welcome. 

SAT., JULY 21 
Israeli movie "Home Game" 

9:15 p.m. Ohawe Sholam 
synagogue, the corner of East 
and Glenwood Avenues in Paw
tucket. 1 he film is about the last 
days before and during the Dis
engagement in a Jewish town in 
Gaza. 1he event is sponsored by 
the RI Chapter of AFSI in com
memoration of the destruction of. 
Gush Katif. 

SEND us YOUR CALINDAR umNGS - indude time, date, location and tele 
phone number, Notices must be received 2 weeks prior to publication date 
E-mail to: voiceherald@jfri.org; Fax to: 401-331 -7961 ,or mail to: Jewish Voice 
& Herald, 130 Sessions St,, Providence, RI 02906 - Attn: Calendar, 
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Books 
Summertime, and the reading is easy 

By Scott Turner 
Between Rosh Hashanah 

and Shavuot, our family's week
end schedule goes somewhat like 
this: attend Friday night services, 
discuss Torah during Shabbat, 
and learn Hebrew on Sunday. 

What happens during the 
summer? We go to the library 
and get out under the pines, the 
beach umbrella and the backyard 
maple, because its summer read
ing season. 

"We still make an offering of fire when 
lighting candles on Shabbat or Hanuk
kah. However, we also use another kind 
of fire - the fire of words. Words can 
light a fire inside of us.11 

kaleidoscope of candy and chocolate across the cover. I spoke to the 
women, but stared at the flimsy brown table, with foldout legs and 
matching chairs. I studied the mah jongg case's faux alligator cover 
and tarnished clips. 

After two or three sentences, I retreated to the bedroom to the 
good-natured laughter of our guests. 

Devouring fiction is a book
end to studying the stories of our 
people. To us, ravenous investiga
tion of library books is similar to 
religious pursuit. They both rep
resent a desire to learn. Acquiring It was an explosion of laughter from the book club that brought 
knowledge is an act of faith that From left, Rachel, Scott and Noah Turner enjoy a Hardy Boys mys- me back to the present, and to reading again. When I finished a 
expresses optimism and joy in our tery. chapter, I asked Rachel and Noah to tell me about their books. 

· creation. Each took turns, describing scenes, scenarios and secret schemes. 

This is something I read: "We still make an offering of fire when lighting candles on Shabbat or "Kenahora," I said. 
Hanukkah. However, we also use another kind of fire - the fire of words. Words can light a fire inside Providence resident Scott Turner is an occasional contributor to the 
of us. In doing so, we offer a part of our souls to God." JV&H. 

I was an early reader. In kindergarten, I scrutinized The New York Times. The first time I read the 
paper at her desk, the teacher uttered the Yiddish praise from the 
heart, kenahora. 

By first grade, I was walking wobbly out of the library, armed 
with books. I still remember the thrill of seeing my name on a library 
card, how powerful I felt handing it to a librarian, who stamped my 
books and passed back the card over the counter. 

This summer, our family entered a new developmental phase, as 
the four of us now read chapter books. 

Six-year-old Noah joined the club when he took up the Magic 
Tree House series, handed down by his nine-year-old sister Rachel, 
who is reading Lemony Snicket books. 

Noah is fond of science and mysteries, of which the Magic Tree 
House is lush. 

"Did you know that coral is built up from sea animal skele
tons?" he said, after reading Daybreak with Dolphins. "No, cool," I 
replied. 

Recently, my wife Karen hosted her book club. The members 
gathered in the living room, directly below our bedroom. As Noah, 
Rachel and I read, we could hear club members kibitz, compare notes 
and snare M&Ms from ceramic bowls. The clink of one candy-coated 
chocolate triggered another memory. 

One evening when I was in the first grade, my mother peeked 
into the bedroom, where I was reading. "Come out," she whispered. 

Sitting around a card table were three neighbors, clacking mah 
jongg tiles and smoking. In one hand, I held a Hardy Boys book. 
With my free hand , I scooped M&Ms from a glass dish. 

One woman asked me about the book. No adult besides my 
mother had ever made such an inquiry. When my father had learned 
I could read, he brought home Microbe Hunters, a book about bacte
riologists. "You will be a doctor," he declared. 

Microbe Hunters did not interest me, plus it felt lousy to be told 
my fate. Dad whacked, and then disregarded me. 

As I held up the H ardy Boys in sweaty hands, I smeared a 

What matters most to you 
is close to your heart 
Including the Providence Public 
Library in your estate planning will 
enrich lives for generations to come. 
Call (401) 455-8011 to learn more. 
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Providence Public Library -

,--- we're moving right down the hall. ______ _ 
' but the sale is now! 

RELOCATION 

SA 

%Off 
suggested retail value 
on select jewelry, 
watches, gifts and more 
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RosstSIMONS 
Look for our new jewelry store in Ju ly 

PROVIDENCE PLACE 800.747.6967 

See OLMERT. page 23 
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Communitv 

At the transition service were, from left, June Poses, Margie Blowers, temple ·secretary Rabbi Andrew Klein, incoming rabbi, talks with congregants. 
for over three decades, and Pat Buff, past president. 

RABBI 
ROSENBERG 
From page 1 

He didn't get much encouragement 
from his late mother, who wanted him to 
be a doctor. Ten years into his rabbinate, he 
told her he was going to take some classes. 
"How about some biology courses?" she 
suggested. 

As a youth, he attended day school 
in his hometown of Hillside, N .J. - but 
not a Jewish day school. He went to a prep 
school founded by a minister. His parents 
felt he would be lost in the public school 
system. "They thought I was much too 
quiet. I was shy. I never spoke up in class," 
Jim said in a subsequent interview. 

For those who know Jim, this is hard 
to believe. At the service, the Rev. Neal 
Goldsborough, representing the Bar
rington Clergy Association, told con
gregants Jim instructed him to limit his 
speech to three minutes. "This from him! 
From the raconteur rabbi!" 

After the service, I ask his wife what 
the futu re looks like. She says, time 
together, time to enjoy life and pursuits 
while they are both relatively healthy and 
young. "He doesn't have the energy he 
used to, to do this work," she says. 

Margie Blowers, temple secretary, has 
been with Jim from the beginning, and 
she will continue to work there. "I really 
can't talk about those years right now, I'll 
just wind up crying," she says. 

It has been more than a two-year 
search process to replace Jim. And in the 
past few months there has been a gala 
and heartfelt farewells at the temple and 
a commemorative book produced on his 
tenure. 

All that remains to be done are a few 
Bar/ Bat Mitzvahs, and packing the few 
remaining items in his offices. 

The future 
Last Friday morning, Rabbi Rosen

berg's offi ce at the temple is mostly empty. 
W e sit in the library to talk. It faces the 
Barrington River, rolling languidly by on 
this almost-summer morning. 

The phone rings, and Jim is in ter
rupted - the story of his life for the past 
33 years. H e gets up to answer, moving a 

This plaque honors Rabbi Rosenberg's 33 years of service to Temple Habonim. 

DURING HIS TENURE, the temple moved, 
in 1980, from its location in a small white 
house on County Road to its present 
location at 165 New Meadow Road. The 
former Civil War schoolhouse has been 
renovated several times, undergoing a 
major expansion in 2003. 

" .. .if anyone had told me then that in 50 years I would be finishing my career as a 
rabbi, I would have said, 'You're crazy, who in his right mind would want to become 
a rabbi?"' 

little slower than he used to because of his 
hip replacements. He looks at his ortho
pedic shoes. They're not the latest fash ion 
he says. 

In the library, the new rabbi's boxes 
are stacked. A poster-size image of Jim 
hooking a big fi sh leans against the wall. 
He used to fish with a Barrington school 
official. It was his Great Escape. 

In the coming months, he'll be "gone 
writin' instead of just a wish in'." 

There's the newspaper column he 
writes for the Barrington Times, the 
poems and the unfinished book. 

"What's the book about?" 

"It's titled, "The Kabbalah of Acu
puncture, the Healing Power of Chinese 
Medicine and Jewish Spiritual Tradi
tion ." 

One publisher told him it was too eso
teric, so Jim will be shopping it around. 

H e also wants to publish the writings 
of his confirmation students in a volume 
to be called "Teenagers Speak about G od 

and Death." 

Philosopher 

Jim concentrated in philosophy at 
Columbia University. I ask him why he 
decided to become a rabbi. 

"It became clear to me I wou ld be able 
to marry my love of the Jewish people with 
my commitment to spiritual struggle." H e 
cited two novels which epitomize the latter 
for him, "The Brothers Karamazov," and 
"Moby Dick." H e adds he further chose 
the Reform Movement because within it, 
"I could find a way to be able to affirm my 
religious commitment without having to 
smother my doubts. I see Scriptures as a 
human document and I have no trouble 
seeing the flaws in biblical writing." 

Time 
In retirement, he hopes to make up 

for times missed with his family. A con
gregational rabbi, he says, belongs to three 
families: his family of origin, his syna
gogue family and famili es in crisis. lhe 
first fa mily often comes last. 

"People understand when their doc
tors are not available, and will see the 
doctor on call," he says. "But when people 
need a rabbi, they want their rabbi, and 
not a rabbi on call. I understand that." 

H e speaks about his wife, Sandy, who 
retired several years ago as a reading spe
cialist in the Barrington schools, as his 
wisest counselor. 

"H ow did you meet?" I asked. 

They were fixed up by a fellow rab
binical student when he was studying at 
Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute 
of Religion. H e graduated in 1971. 

Rabbi emeritus 
The phones keep ringing. O utside, 

the river keeps rolling. On July 1, Jim 
will become rabbi emeritus at H aboni m; 
he will be available for congregants with 
whom he has had long standing relation
ships. H e recited a H ebrew poem: "D epar
ture ls new birth ." 

H e adds, "that's how I feel at this 
moment." 
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Louis Gorodetsky at 100 
He's been a tap dancer, bus driver, fire fighter, 

husband and father 
By Frank Belsky 

NORTH PROVIDENCE 
- As of Monday night there 
were 302,123,711 residents of 
the United States; 73,674 of 
them are 100 years old or older 
- a 30 percent increase over 
1990. 

In North Providence just 
one man was 100 in 2000, shar
ing that distinction with nine 
city women. Statewide statistics 
mirror those numbers. In 2000, 
43 Rhode Island men were 100 
or older while 243 women were. 
(Call the United States Census 
Bureau at 301-763-2422 for fur
ther information.) 

memory and is in good health 
except for a painful condition 
called spinal stenosis, a disease 
that greatly reduces mobility. 

People think that when 
you're 100, it's on your mind and 
you're grateful for the achieve
ment, he says. In fact, he doesn't 
think about being 100 more than 
he thought about being 50 when 
he was 50. Either way, he says, 
your life takes place in the here 
and now. But he laments the 
unavoidable consequences of 
aging. 

Gorodetsky was always self
sufficient but his malady renders 
driving, str,enuous activity, golf, 
working out at the gym and 
meeting friends impossible. H e 
claims that his pride won't allow 
him to accept rides with the 
exception of those offered by his 
children, Sanford and Lenore. 

in the same ranch house for 22 
years, was born on Chalkstone 
Ave., literally. "There were no 
hospitals for pregnant women. 
We hired midwives." 

Today he calls Lenore his 
savior. Retired, she has taken on 
the responsibility of caring for 
him for two years now. Before 
that, says Gorodetsky, it was 
harder for her. 

"She did everything for my 
wife, Sally who was disabled after 
a fall . Chores included carrying a 
heavy wheelchair in and out of the 
car, into doctor's offices, pharma
cies , supermarkets and the places 
she needed to go. She kept us 
both out of nursing homes." 
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We called North Providence 
centenarian Louis Gorodetsky 
for a subjective insight. Goro
detsky, the first Jewish member 
of the Providence Fire Depart
ment, turned 100 on M ay 7. 
He boasts an acutely accurate Gorodetsky, who has lived 

Gorodetsky, who is mostly 
delighted with the direction that 
his life has taken, considers losing 
his wife of 78 years, in M arch of 
2005, the greatest pain that he's 
endured. Photo by Frank Belsky 

See LOUIS GORODETSKY, page 23 LOUIS GORODETSKY demonstrates his culinary prowess; he was a 
former cook in a fire station. 

GAZA 
From page 1 

both Israel and the United States are more comfortable about lifting their 
embargo on financial support and material goods. President Bush and Israel's 
Prime Minister Olmert, who met in Washington on Tuesday, gave pledges 
of support to Abbas, intended to bolster him as he attempts to organize a 
Palestinian government in the West Bank. 

In the confusion that has followed the five-day civil war and its surpris
ing conclusion, it is difficult to divine the future, but some developments are 
providing clues as to what the short-term effects may be. 

For the first time in its 59 year history, Israel shares a border with 
a political entity that intends to create a fundamentalist Muslim state and 
eventually to incorporate Israel within its boundaries. If Hamas permits the 
continued rocketing of Israeli towns near Gaza, it is possible that Israel will 
feel compelled to move back into the Strip and thus cancel any hope that the 
Gaza crisis can be resolved peacefully. 

The hope for an independent Palestinian state including both G aza 
and the West Bank appears dead in the water. So, for awhile at least, are plans 
fo r a two-state solution, Israel and Palestine, for the land between the Medi
terranean Sea and the Jordan River. A possible three-state solution, Israel, the 
West Bank and Gaza is being bruited about but Israel will certainly veto the 
suggestion . 

The United States has weakened its influence in the region, due to its 
support of the losing side in Gaza, its lame duck administration and its failure 
in Iraq. Nothing deflates a military power's reputation as quickly as fighting 
a losing war against much weaker enemies, as Israel learned last year in the 
Second Lebanon W ar. 

The citizens of Gaza may be facing life in a Sharia (Koranic law) state. 
They are more traditional and more religious than Palestinians elsewhere and 
Taliban standards of public morality may appeal to them. If the Internet cafes 
in Gaza are destroyed, it is a warning that worse is on its way. The Israelis, 
who control Gaza's access to water, electricity and fuel, have issued contradic
tory statements on whether or not they will cut off these essentials. Several 
Israeli newspapers claim that they will stop just short of permitting mass 
hunger or disease. 

A week after the H amas victory, both the West Bank and Gaza are fa irly 
quiet . I n Gaza, H amas is rounding up suspected Fatah gunmen, shooting 
some of them, allowing others to return home. Mobs have stripped Fatah 
offi ces of everything that could be carried off, with special attention being 
paid to the homes of Fatah officials who, before H am as won last year's elec
tions, were accused of corruption - one of the reasons they lost the election. 

See GAZA, page 23 
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Che/Waftet Potenza Ptesents 
l N HO NO R OF OU R LO N G - STA N DI N G 

S E PHARDI C ITALI AN J EWI S H 

C OOKI N G , WE I N VITE YOU 

TO JOIN us EVERY THURSDAY 

EVENING TO EXPERIEN C E OUR 

PRE-FIXE MENU THAT 

REPRESENTS THE CULTURE AND 

TH E FOOD OF THEJ EWISH 

HERITAGE OF ITALY 

AFTER THE )5Q0"s 

286 ATWELLS AVENUE 

PROVIDENCE, RI 
401-273-2652 

For menu and more information 
go to: www.chefwalter.com 

Mazel Tov! 
Now you need o ce1teT'eT'. 

w\ww,gttc iClttte1ru.ng.o())rnt 

5087018443 
glwler@ool.com 

--~ _Offering the Best 
_ ' } Fine Wines 

Beers & Spirits 
S W A N & a Full Selection of 
tv~ Kosher Wines 

FOi ALL OF YOUR SPECIAL OCCASIONS INCLUDING ••• 

BA.It/BAT MITZVAHS, WEDDINGS AND MUCH MORE 

806 Hope Street • Providence 
Phone: 401-421- 5760 

By Marylyn Graff 
mgraff@jfri.org 

Su mmer is the ti me to give the oven and stove 
a vacation (the corollary benefit is that you don't 
have to clean them so much) and tu rn to interest
ing salad and grill dishes. You can have fun with 
these by using your imaginat ion and substituting 
ingredients according to your taste. 

My mother was an excellent cook but choices 
were limited in those days. There was potato salad, 
and if you were a little more up-to-date, macaron i 
salad made with elbow macs and mayonnaise, 
nothing like today's pasta salads of infinite vari
ety. There were cole slaw and slightly innovative 
three-bean salads, but no shredded broccoli in the 
ma rkets, and as for portobello mushrooms, who 
knew? 

When we were first married my husband told 
me he didn't like eggplant. I found out why- his 
mother boiled it . 

A favorite of mine, new maybe 20 years ago, is 
a delicious and colorful south-of-the-border salad 
made with black beans. 

Black Bean Salad 
3 cans (14 oz. each) black beans drained and 

rinsed (shake colander well to get most of the water 
off). Put into a serving bowl. (You can also use 1 lb. 
dried black beans, cooked according to directions 
on the package .) 

Add {but don't stir unti l all have been added.) 

1/2 cup chopped red or other sweet onion 

1/4 cup minced, seeded jalapeno pepper or 
Mexican salsa (not the kind with fruit) 

1 stalk celery, thinly sliced 

1 medium carrot, peeled and thinly sliced or 
shredded 

1 each medium red, yellow and green pepper, 
diced about 1/2 inch 

Two Tblsps. each fresh basil and thyme, finely 
chopped or 1 tsp. each dried basil and thyme. 
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hour before serving. 

Corn salad 
A good use for those leftover ears, in fact you 

might want to cook extra to make this salad the 
next day. It's good made with steamed or boiled 
corn, even better with roasted. 

4-6 ears of cooked corn 

1 sweet red pepper, seeded, cleaned and diced 

1 medium cucumber, seeded and diced; (not 
necessary to peel) 

1 cup thinly sliced celery 

1 cup cherry IOmatoes, halved or quartered 

2 or 3 scallions, thinly sliced, including most 
of green tops. 

Strip corn kernels off ears, as close as possible. 
Put into a bowl with rest of vegetables. 

Stir in dressing as needed-there may be some 
left over. 

Dressing: 
1/2 cup canola oil 

2 Tblsps.lcmon juice 

2 tsps. sugar or to taste 

2 Tblsps. chopped Italian parsley 

Salt and freshly ground pepper to taste 

A few sprigs fresh cilantro, finely chopped (Herc are a couple of kitchen hints for the 
(opt.) above.) 

Whisk together in a small bowl or shake well 
in ajar: 

2 Tblsps. lemon juice 

2 tsps. Dijon mustard 

2 tsps . cumin, or to taste 

1/2 cup extra-virgi n olive oil 

2 Tblsps. soy sauce 

2 cloves garlic, crushed and finely chopped 

2 Tblsps. balsamic or wine vinegar 

St ir dressing carefully into bea n mixture, so as 
not 10 mash them. Let stand in refrigerator at least 
two hours to blend Aavors. Take out about a half 

1. When bringing home a bunch of sca llions, 
wash, dry and cut them up into a freezer container 
or glass jar. Put into the freezer and you will always 
have some when you need them. Just scrape out 
with a fork. (lhis prevents the slimy unused things 
from appearing at the bottom of the vegetable bin a 
week later.) 

2. To steam-boil com on the cob, I use my 
old square electric frying pan. Put in about an inch 
of water, a little salt and suga r, bri ng to a boil, add 
corn, cover and turn once during cooking. 1his cuts 
out the steaming cauldron on the stove, and is a 
safer and easier way to cook com. 

MORE SUMMER FOODS, FACING PAGE 



June 22, 2007 

Grilled eggplant 
with roasted red peppers and onions 

For these you will need to fire up the grill, 
but at least you're outside and not heating up the 
kitchen. 

A medium-large eggplant, top and bottom 
removed, sliced about 1/2 inches thick 

2 red peppers, seeded, cleaned and halved 

2 or 3 medium-large sweet onions, sliced about 
3/8 inches thick 

Salt eggplant slices, place in a colander, weight 
with a pie plate and some food cans for about a 
half hour, then rinse, drain and dry; (this step is 
optional if you don't have time.) 

Put red pepper halves on the grill, over medium 
heat, skin side down, until blackened. Remove to a 
paper bag and close for about ten minutes. Take 
out, remove blackened skin with your fingers and 
cut peppers into strips. 

Brush eggplant slices with olive oi l, place on 
grill and brown on both sides . Watch carefully so 
they don't burn. Remove to a platter. Lower heat 
on grill and do the same with onion slices. Arrange 
onion slices and red pepper strips over eggplant. 

Dressing: 
Whisk together or shake well in a jar; 

! /2 cup extra-virgin olive oil 

2 Tblsps. balsamic vinegar 

1 clove garlic, crushed and finely chopped 

1 tsp. Dijon mustard 

Drizzle over salad , reserving any left for 
another use. 

Portobello mushrooms on the grill 
These make a great first course served whole or 

quartered as an hors d'oevre. 

Portobello mushroom caps, 1 per person. Clean 
and scrape out gills. 

Large tomatoes, sliced about 1/2 inch thick 

M arinate caps in a dressing as for salad above, 
at least two hours. 

H eat grill to medium. 

Remove from marinade and grill, hollow side 
down, for about 4-5 minutes, depending on the 
heat of your grill. Turn over, place a slice of tomato 
in each, sprinkle with seasoned crumbs or grated 
Parmesan cheese, close cover of grill and cook until 
caps can be easily pierced with a fork, tomatoes are 
softened and crumbs are browned or cheese melted. 
This should take only a few minutes. 
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Food 
co-oi off wlth, ~ ~ 

Susie Fishbein's wonderful cookbook "Kosher 
by Design Entertains" has some beautiful and easy 
desserts for summer. H ere are a couple of them: 

Melon Granitas; not just for dessert; 
this will cool you off any time 

1 cup sugar 

1/2 cup water 

3-4 lbs. ripe seedless watermelon, honeydew, 
cantaloupe, any other melons or a mixture. 

Small bunch mint leaves, stems discarded. 

l. Place the sugar and water into a small pot. 
Bring to a boil and cook for two minutes. Remove 
from heat and cool to room temperature. 

2 . Remove the rinds and seeds from the melons 
and discard. Chop the flesh into 11/2 inch chunks. 
Puree in a blender, in batches if necessary, until 
smooth. Strain through a mesh sieve and discard 
the solids. You should have four cups of melon juice. 
Stir in 1/3 cup of the sugar syrup. (Yo~ will have 
some syrup left over for future use.) 

3. Pour the mixture into a large shallow non
reactive (not aluminum) pan that will fit comfort
ably in your freezer and not spill. Cover with plastic 
wrap and place in the freezer. Stir and scrape with 
a fork every 30 minutes, scraping ice crystals off the 
sides and into the center, until too frozen to stir, 
about 3-4 hours. 

4. Put mint, reserving some leaves for gar
nish and 1/4 cup of the remaining sugar syrup into 
blender and puree until smooth. When melon mix
ture is frozen solid, scrape with a fork, pulling in 
rows towards you to make fluffy large ice crystals. 
If too frozen, leave at room temperature for 10 min
utes, then scrape. Spoon into serving glasses; gar
nish with drizzle of the mint syrup and a fresh mint 
leaf. 

day. 

Sorbet Ruffles 
A pretty little light dessert, just right for a hot 

1 pint raspberry sorbet 

1 pint vanilla ice cream, can be parve 

1 pint mango, passion fruit or lemon sorbet 

16 pleated paper muffin-size cups 

16 red or black raspberries 

l. Let the sorbets and ice cream, each in turn; 
sit at room temperature for 10 or 15 minutes to 
soften. Transfers into bowls to better stir them and 
make them spreadable. 

Place the paper muffin cups into metal muffin 
tins. 

2. Spread an even layer of raspberry sorbet 
into the bottom 1/3 of each cup. Freeze for 15 min
utes. 

3. Remove from freezer and spread an even 
layer of van ilia ice cream over next 1/3 of cup. 
Repeat with mango sorbet. Cover pan with plastic 
wrap and freeze overnight. Keep frozen up to four 
days. 

4. When ready to serve, invert each cup onto a 
dessert plate. Remove paper. Top each with a berry 
and decorate plate as desired. 

It occu rred to me recently that challah would 
make an exce llent base for strawberry shortcake. 

Challah Shortcake 
1 qt. strawberries, washed, hulled and cut up as 

necessary. 

Sugar to taste sprinkled on - some berries are 
sweet enough without additional sugar 

1 loaf ch all ah, sliced through the center horizon
tally, then cut into 4-6 pieces vertically, depending 

Sorbet Ruffles 

on its size. Pull out some of the soft centers of the challah pieces. 

Whipped cream or non-dairy dessert topping. 
Place a bottom piece on each dessert plate and fill generously 

with berries. Add a good spoonful of whipped cream or non-dairy 
whipped topping. Put a top piece of challah on, add more berries 
and topping. 

<5Fte (~)r13znac 
~almieri's ffiaAery 

G,,;jaGCi,;fteJ in 1901 

Proudly Welcomes the Baking Staff from Barney's 

• Bagels 
• Challah 
• Multi Grain, Wheat, Rye, Sourdough 

and many other types of breads 
• Cream Pastries 

• Wheat Pizzas 
Order your Ceremonial Challas 

147 Ridge Street• Federal Hill 
401 -831 -9145 

Tues.-Fri. 
Sat. 
Sun. 

7:00 a.m. - S:00 p.m. 
7:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
7:00 a.m. - 1 :00 p.m. 

Wholesale Deli Available 

ee OLMERT, page 23 
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As We Grow Older 

Forget-me-nots 
Thave great faith in sci

ence. I am convinced that 
some time in the 22nd 
century some genius 

will discover cures for everything 
from Alzheimers's disease to 
dandruff and acne. What I have 
less faith in will be resolved is the 

Tema 
Gouse 

"Curse of Lost 
Words and 
Names." Every
one, regardless 
of age, is some
what afflicted 
with this prob
lem. But for 
the elderly, it 
is downright 
maddening and 
embarrassing 
- not to men-
tion terrifying. 

Where and when the prob
lem occurs varies. A common 
experience is going to the market 
and some nice lady who looks 

familiar greets you warmly; by 
name, of course. You know her 
well. She has two sons, both of 
whom went to Harvard. She sold 
her house and moved into a condo 
three years ago. The only thing 
wrong is that you haven't the fog
giest notion what her name is. 
You have a long conversation and 
leave the store with everything 
but the milk that brought you 
to the store, and you still do not 
remember her name. 

Not to worry. (But you do). 
Because in the middle of the 
night you recall her first name, 
her maiden name, her marriage 
name, and even the names of her 
genius sons at Harvard, (whom 
you had never thought could 
get through the Nathan Bishop 
Junior High School). 

some thought that you (if not the 
listener) think is very profound. 
And when you are at your most 
titillating you cannot bring up 
the word that is the core of your 
discourse. It may be a verb or a 
noun - any other part of speech. 
I have made a silent study of this 
problem and found that it is most 
commonly a noun. One that you 
use on a daily basis. Sometimes 
a kindly sensitive listener helps 
out and fills in the missing word. 
More commonly, you are just left 
looking like an idiot. 

Some people with these 
problems can laugh at themselves 
and go to the next topic. Others, 
however, are really intimidated 
and are sure that these episodes 
are precursors to You-Know
What - the BIG A! If that were 

When someone talks as much true, the generation of our kids 
as I do, one is very conscious would be in real trouble. 
of the importance of words. So Because I have a background 
there you are, holding forth on of helping people with problems 

jii2 
If You,re Looking for 

Senior Living Options, 
Here are a Few Points of Reference 

~ 111,iud~li BRAIN FITNESS 
PROGRAM 

• Maintenance-free living • 24-hour assistance • Enriching lifestyle 

The Residence of Choice for Seniors 

~ 
EPOCH® 

SENIOR L I V I N G 
on Blackstone Boulevard 

353 Blackstone Boulevard 
Providence, IU 

401-273-6565 

~ 
JEPOCH® 

ASS I STED LIVING 

on the East Side 
One Butler Avenue 

Providence, IU 

401 -275-0682 

www.epochsl.com (El 
'""'!ffl't 

The next time you 
are really stuck on 
a word or a name, 
just change the 
subject. 

of the mind, I am frequently 
asked for diagnosis or assistance 
with these frustrating moments. I 
am not a diagnostician and since I 
suffer from the same frustrations, 
I am hardly an authority on the 
subject. Occasionally I witness 
serious memory loss, reported by 
the victim or someone that cares 
for them and if solicited, will rec
ommend professional evaluation 
and treatment. 

However, for most of us, 
these frustrations are just one of 
many by-products of living very 
long. (Or as my older sister, 17 
months older, says-"living too 
long.") So learn to appreciate the 
blessing of so many years. And 
learn to laugh at yoursel£ 

In Israel they have a won
derful phrase that is used very 
frequently. It is ayn brere which 
loosely translates as "no alterna
tive." Well, there are some alter
natives but none are desirable. 

I have considered making a 
list of the names of those I know 
and those who were or are impor
tant in my world. But with my 
maze! none of those names are 
names I would ever forget. And 

since I am too old to memorize 
the dictionary, my only alterna
tive is when stuck on a word to 
admit my failing and turn to my 
husband for assistance. (That 
works about 10 percent of the 
time). 

Recently a friend was tell
ing me a great story about an 
elderly relative and described 
the woman as "sharp as a tack." 
I later thought about that phrase 
and wondered if anyone would 
describe me in those terms. Being 
vain, I feel someone might use 
them when talking about me, but 
most people know that no senior 
is always "sharp as a tack" and 
there is no shame in it. 

I have only one tool to offer. 
The next time you are really 
stuck on a word or a name, just 
change the subject. If you are in 
the company of your peers, in all 
probability, no one will notice it. 
And if they do, and they are nice, 
they will either assist you or they 
will laughingly tell you to forget 
about it. 

Tema Gouse is a regular colum
nist and lives in Cranston. 

Kitchens • Bathrooms • Built-ins 
Remodeling • Additions 

oGWOob 
'1~~ 

I 

Custom Builders 

Tel:401-374-1592 
www.dwprop.com 
E-mail: PHunt@dwprop.com 

A -""'"" ..,.,..., 
Assod•Uon 

RIC#22994 MA#95129 
Licensed & Insured 
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Communilv 
Jewish film festival joins R.I. int'/ fest 

Websites 
w ww.riiff.org 
w ww.bjeri.org 

PROVIDENCE - The 
Rhode Island Jewish Film Festi
val (RIJFF) is collaborating with ~ 
the Rhode Island International 
Film Festival (RIIFF) to be held 
Aug. 7-12 at venues throughout 
the state. The Jewish film festi
val is a partnership of the Jewish 
Community Center OCC) and 
the Bureau of Jewish Education 
(BJE). 

"This collaboration, com
bined with our long-term rela
tionship with both the National 
Center for Jewish Film and Bos
ton's Goethe Institute, ensures 
that audiences will have access to 

Allie Horovitz helped out Shira Garber 
Strosberg of the Bureau of Jewish Educa
tion at the 2006 R.I. Jewish Film Festival. 

exceptional fi lmwork rarely seen we believe that we will not only 
in our community," said George continue to spotlight outstanding 
T. Marshall, RIIFF's executive Jewish fi lms, but educate a wider 
director/CEO. · audience about a variety of Jewish 

an advance preview will occur 
during the August international 
festival. 

The Jewish fi lm festival, 
which usually attracts over a 
thousand people, is expansive 
and eclectic, showing award 
winning and provocative films, 
films for the entire family, docu
mentaries, boldly challenging 
films, life-affirming films, guest 
speakers, all presented to edu
cate, to stimulate, to inspire and 
to arouse further contemplation 
of one's identity while creating 
community through dialogue 
and participation. 

According to Richard Walter, 
BJE's assistant executive director, 
"For the past three years, The R.I. 
Jewish Film Festival has striven 
to highlight the diversity of the 
Jewish experience to our audience 
by showing a variety of films from 
around the world. By collaborat
ing with RIIFF and its partners, 

N ew England 
region plans 
'08 'March 

of the Living' 
"1he faelings I had while stand

ing in the shadows of my ancestry 
are things that I have no words to 
describe . .. 1he March of the Living 
has changed my life and I will carry 
it with me forever.• 

- JeffBuckler, 
2001 March. 

The 2008 March of the 
Living program will take place 
from April 28 to May 12 and 
will coincide with Israel's 60th 
anniversary celebration on Yorn 
Ha'atzmaut 5768, Israel's Inde
pendence Day. The trip trav
els through Poland and Israel, 
reliving and commemorating 
the Jewish past and celebrating 
the present and future. It is an 
opportunity to experience Jewish 
history firsthand by reliving the 
growth of modern Judaism, serv
ing as witnesses to the horrors of 
the H olocaust, and celebrating 
the birth of the State of Israel. 

See MARCH, page 20 

themes and issues." 

RIIFF is the largest festiva l 
in New England, screening 305 
titles in six days with an atten
dance in 2006 topping 23,000. 
Films screened came from 40 
countries and 33 states in the U.S. 
It is also a qualifying festival for 
the Short Film Academy Award 
through its affiliation with the 
Academy of Motion Picture Arts 
&Sciences. 

Coming attraction 

The 2007 Jewish film festi
val will take place Nov. 8-18, and 

For more information, con
tact Walter at rwalter@bjeri.org 
or call 331-0956. 

~ RF~&r 'td~ REMAX PREMIER 
~ Eachofficeisindependentlyownedand operated 

Daniele DiChristopher 
401-617-5031 

Serving Buyers and Sellers 
in Rhode Island & Massachusetts 

1011 Smith Street 
Providence, RI 02908 
Office:401-272-2100 
FAX:401 -3S1 -9427 

W•u@ 
Brian Marvelle 

401-301-2261 

www.DDichristopher.com • www.BrienMarvelle.com 
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1-800-HOME CARE 
1 -800-466-3227 

Mult i- lingua l st aff - Avai lable 24/7 

. . . . . , .. 
• Hospice major insurance plans. 

• Companion Services 
Fully Bonded 

• Free Consultation Visit 

u 
Fall River 

Jewish Home 

.~:, 
,cHr:JP · 
,~! 

L 

538 ROBESON ST. , FALL RIVER, MA 

A skilled nursing facility 
providing complete rehabilitative service and spiritual support 

RESPIT E CARE AVAILABLE 
CONVENIENTLY LOCATED 

~ 
n¥ 

Only 20 minutes from Providence 

For Personal Tour Call 
508-679-6172 

J-camp, your way! 
specia lty camps for 

ages 2-16 
Harlem Globetrotters Basketball 

Base Camp • Circus Camp • Tennis Camp 

Computer Camp • Sam Horn Baseball 

NFL Flag Football • Cannon Soccer Camp 

Woodworking Camp • Travel Camp 

Dance/Gymnastics Camp • Arts Camp 

CIT program ... 

and much more 

Preschool & 
Kindergarten 
camp too! 
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Call for summer brochure! 401.861.8800 
or log on to www,jccri.org 

401 Elmgrove Ave., Providence 

See OLMERT, page 23 
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Communilv 
Jewish Seniors Agency installs new officers 

CONTAIN & TRAIN 

ELECTRONIC DOG FENCE 

Your dog 
isn 't contained until 

it:f trained. 

Call for a FREE consultation. 

942-DOGS 

WARWICK - The Jewish 
Seniors Agency QSA) held its 
annual meeting at The Phyl
lis Siperstein Tamarisk Assisted 
Living Facility on May 17. James 
and Gail Galkin chaired the 
meeting that began with a D'Var 
Torah by Rabbi Yossi Laufer of 
the Chabad Chai Center of West 
Bay. 

Outgoing President Richard 
A. Licht, who headed JSA for 
the past two and one-half years, 
reviewed the agency's achieve
ments during the past year, noting 
collaboration and cooperation 
as b"eing two major accomplish
ments. He also accepted a check 
from the Women's Association, 
as the next to the final install
ment on their pledge of $180,000 
towards JSA'.s "To Life" Cam
paign. These monies were raised 
through their annual raffle and 
from their beautiful hand-knit-

Carol Schneider 
Member of the 

#1 Gammons Team 
• Realtor since 1983 

• Multi-million dollar producer 

• Serving all of Rhode Island 

~ Prudential 
--"1 Gammons Realty 

Exceeding 
your expectations 

401-374-3774 

~ E-mail: carols@prudentialgammonsrealty.com G:r 
e 2005, An independf!ltly owned and ope,ated member of Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc. 

Prudential Is a service mark of The Prudemial lflSUranceCompany of America, Equal HousingOpportunity 

DR. CHARLES s. FABER 

DR. MARK P. ANDREOZZI 

DR. BARBARA). GUILLETTE 

• Board Certified, Ear, Nose & Throat 
Physician on Site 

• Offering the Newest Technology 
in Hearing Aids 

• Repairs & Service 
• Custom Ear Pieces 
• Mail-Order Batteries 

3520 Posr RoAo., WARWICK 

PHONE: 401-921-5800 
33 DANIELSON PIKE, NORTH SCITUATE 

PHONE: 401-647-7486 
450 VETER,\NS MEMORIAL PARKWAY ~ Smrn 103 

E AST PROVIDENCE • PHONE: 401-435-5644 

ted baby sweaters and afghans. 

Ellis Waldman, a past presi
dent of JSA, installed Susan 
Leach DeBlasio as the new presi
dent of JSA. He also installed 
the other new officers and board 
members and thanked those who 
had completed their terms for 
their service to the agency. 

Serving with Leach DeBlasio 
are Susan Bazar, first vice presi
dent; Jack Nassau, second vice 
president; Martin Dittelman, 
treasurer; Jeff Padwa, assistant 
treasurer; and Gary Siperstein, 
secretary. 

Photo cour tesy of JSA 

Elected as directors for a 
three-year term were: Susan 
Bazar, David Cohen, Gerald 
Cohen, Estelle Fradin, Michael 
Goldenberg, Joan Gray, Ed 
Greene, Robin Kauffman, Susan 
Leach DeBlasio, Maybeth 
Lichaa, Elaine Odessa, Cantor 
Rick Perlman, Judy Robbins, Bea 
Ross, Steven Sholes, and Lila 
Winograd. 

ELLIS WALDMAN, a past president the Jewish Seniors Agency, 
installed Susan Leach DeBlasio as the new president. 

Leach DeBlasio pledged her 
commitment to continue to foster 
new alliances and collaborations 
with JSA'.s "sibling" agencies. 

She follows in a long family 
tradition of helping the Jewish 
elderly. H er mother, Muriel 
Leach, was the first woman to be 
president of JSA (then known as 
The Jewish Home for the Aged 
of Rhode Island). Her grandfa
ther was active for 50 years, and 
Susan, her mother, father, and 
brothers all served as members of 
the Board and in various official 
positions. 

From page 19 

MARCH 

James Galkin received the 
Maurice Glicksman Leader
ship Award in recognition of his 
long dedication to the JSA and 
the Jewish Home for the Aged 
as a board member, committee 
chairman, executive committee 
member, and volunteer. Estelle 
Klemer, a past president and last 
year's recipient of the award, pre
sented Jim with a beautiful hand
made ceramic Kiddush cup. 

The theme for the evening 
was "Taking Pride in JSA." 
Executive Director, Paul Bar
rette, kicked off a multimedia 
presentation with the assistance 
of each program director who 
highlighted JSA'.s people and 
programs. Susan Adler, Director 
of Jewish Elder Care of Rhode 

Approximately 15,000 indi- from across the six New England 
viduals from around the world are states. The region includes edu
expected to participate. The New cators, medical doctors, mental 
England Region is comprised health practitioners, and clergy. 
of students, adults, and faculty In addition to staff, Holocaust 

The Brightest Tmnorrows 
Begin Here. 

North Bay Manor 
Smithfield 232-S577 

South Bay Manor 
S. Kingstown 789-4880 

East Bay Manor 
E. Providence 433-5000 

Emerald Bay Manor 
Cumberland 333 3393 

West Bay Manor 
Warwick 739-7 300 

Pocasset Bay Manor 
Johnston 421 -6610 

Greenwich Bay Manor 
E.Greenwich 885-3334 

Sakonnet Bay Manor 
nverton 624- 1880 
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Island QERI), Jennifer Minuto, 
Director of the Comprehen
sive Adult Day Center, Roberta 
Sinapi, Executive Director of 
The Phyllis Siperstein Tama
risk Assisted Living facility, 
and Bonnie Sekeres, Executive 
Director of Shalom Apartments 
I and II, all took a turn at the 
microphone to the delight of all 
assembled. Directors and friends 
of JSA had an opportunity to 
view a number of albums on dis
play that chronicled the history 
and programs of JSA through a 
series of touching photographs. 

Tamarisk's own chefs 
delighted their guests with a deli
cious, kosher dessert reception of 
cheeses, fresh fruit, and elegant 
pastry. 

survivors who are returning to 
their birthplaces and to the death 
camps will be undertaking this 
journey. 

The Bureau of Jewish Educa
tion of Rhode Island has overseen 
the March of the Living in New 
England since 1994, and will 
serve as the regional office, with 
community coordinators located 
in Bridgeport, Hartford, and 
New Haven, Conn. , Harrisburg, 
Pa., and Sharon, Mass . Even if 
a community is not listed, inter
ested persons are still eligible 
to join the 2008 New England 
Region March of the Living. 

Preliminary applications are 
available for high school juniors 
and seniors as well as interested 
adults and potential staff members 
by contacting Rich Walter, New 
England Regional Director at 
(401) 331-0956 x 178 or rwalter@ 
bjeri.org or Shi ra Garber Stros
berg, director of Teen Programs 
and Israel Desk at 401.331.0956 
x181 or sgarber@bjeri.org. 
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The Miriam Hospital opened the doors to the The Victor and 
Gussie Baxt Building on Monday, June 11. The building was 
dedicated in honor of the couple, shown here with Dr. Kath
leen Hittner, hospital CEO. They are long-time supporters and 
philanthropists of the hospital. The building completes the 
first phase in renovation to update the facility. Phases two 
and three include plans to renovate the Emergency Depart
ment and existing patient rooms into private rooms. (Tip: Try 
the new cafe on the first floor of the building.) 

Grand opening 
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Jewish Eldercare gives program on 'Incredible Jewish Athletes' 
GREENVILLE - Jewish 

Eldercare of Rhode Island 
OERI) offers programs of Jewish 
content monthly at various nurs
ing homes and assisted living 
residences with Jewish residents. 
The programs are open to all 
residents and are appreciated by 
a wide audience. 

Michele Kier recently pre
sented a program on "Incredible 
Jewish Athletes" at The Village at 
Waterman Lake. The following 
are brief biographies of two of the 
athletes featured by Kier. 

Arnold "Red" Auerbach 
Arnold Jacob Auerbach was 

born on Sept. 20, 1917 in Brook
lyn, N.Y., the son of immigrants 
from Minsk, Russia. Arnold's 
nickname, "Red" referred to his 
hair color. 

Auerbach began his profes
sional coaching career with the 
Washington Capitols, leading 
the team to a league-best 49-11 
regular-season record in 1946-47, 
the first campaign of the Basket- · 
ball Association of America (the 
forerunner of the NBA). 

He guided the Boston Celt
ics through their dynasty, the 
greatest in NBA history. With 
Auerbach at the helm as coach 
or in the front office, the Celt
ics won 16 championships. They 
captured nine titles during his 
last 10 years as coach, including 
a record eight straight from 1959 
to 1966, when, at only 48, he 
stepped down to concentrate on 
being the general manager. 

He retired as the winningest 
coach in NBA history with 938 
victories (against 479 defeats) in 
his 20-year career, the last 16 

Leonard Herschoff, a resident of 
The Village at Waterman Lake 
in Greenville, waved his Celtics 
banner as the image of Red Auer
bach came up on the screen. 

with the Celtics. below par and he was sent to the 1941. He worked at the Office of afterwards, Berg heard Heisen-
He died on Oct. 28, 2006. minors after the 1924 season. Strategic Services, fore runner to berg imply that Germany was 

His statue stands at Faneuil Hall Berg returned to the majors the Central Intelligence Agency. behind the U.S. in bomb devel-
in Boston. in 1926 with the Chicago White Despite the fact that he was not opment. President Roosevelt 

Morris "Moe" Berg 

Moe Berg was an American 
Major League baseball catcher 
who also served as a spy for the 
United States. His is said to be 
the only baseball card on display 
at the headquarters of the CIA. 
After graduating from high school 
at the top of his class, Moe went 
to Princeton, an unusual accom
plishment for a poor Jewish boy 
in the 1920s. He became the star 
shortstop of the college baseball 
team and graduated magna cum 
laude. He accepted a contract 
to play shortstop for the Brook
lyn Dodgers. Moe's hitting was 

Sox. At the same time, he a scientist, Berg was assigned greeted Berg's report warmly. At 
attended Columbia Law School to help determine how close great risk as a Jew, Berg spent 
and managed to graduate second Germany was to developing an parts of 1944 and 1945 in Ger
in his class. That year, the Chi- atomic bomb. Traveling through many, helping arrange for the 
cago White Sox asked him to Europe, Berg discovered that a capture of several prominent 
play catcher, a position that took factory in Norway was produc- German atomic scientists by U.S. 
advantage of his strong arm and ing an atomic bomb component troops. At war's end, Berg was 
intelligence. In 1929 Moe was for the Nazis and Allied planes offered the Medal of Merit, the 
voted Most Valuable Player, but bombed it. Berg then learned that highest award given to civilian in 
in 1930 a serious knee injury the Nazis had an atomic research the war effort, but he modestly 
ended his career as a full-time center at Duisberg, Germany, declined it. Moe lived out a quiet 
player. He played as a reserve for and it too was bombed. life in Newark, where he died at 
three more teams until he retired Incognito, Berg managed to age 7o. 
in 1939. lure the leading German atomic (For further information about 

As a Jew wanting to fight 
Nazism, Berg volunteered to serve 
when America entered the war in 

physicist, Werner Heisenberg, the services Jewish Eldercare pro
to Switzerland to give a lecture vides, call Susan Adler, director, at 
on quantum theory. At a dinner 621-5374.) 

See OLMERT, page 23 
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GAZA 
From page 15 

The home ofYasir Arafat was also plundered and somewhere in Gaza 
a looter has Arafat's Nobel Peace Prize. 

In the West Bank it is more of the same but with the roles 
reversed. There Fatah loyalists are gutting Hamas offices and homes, 
arresting and sometimes shooting Hamas gunmen, and asserting 
their control over. the larger and more stable of the two Palestinian 
centers. 

Hamas is attempting today to present itself as a moderate Pal
estinian party and has pledged to work together with Fatah in gov
erning the populations of both areas. It has offered to release British 
journalist Alan Johnston among other gestures, but it is getting little 
cooperation. The Ha mas offshoot that is holding Johnston threatens 
to kill him if any rescue attempt is made and Fatah spokesmen have 
declared they will not cooperate with Hamas in any joint ventures . 
Hamas, for its part, repeats its insistence on no recognition of or · 
negotiations with Israel, without which it cannot hope for an end to 
international pressure to force its hand. 

Israel too, is feeling pressures from both sides, both those from 
outside which claim that no end to its struggle with the Palestin
ians can be expected without the removal of many or all of its West 
Bank settlements, and from the inside, Israel's powerful settler's 
lobby which adamantly refuses even to consider compromising on 
the matter. A willingness to compromise on this and other issues (a 
shared Jerusalem and a Palestinian right of return) would mean the 
collapse of Prime Minister O lmert's government that is currently in 
the midst of major personnel changes following its undistinguished 
record in last summer's Second Lebanon War. 

Fatah, for its part, must create a West Bank administration based 
on effective delivery of services and incorruptibility, difficult tasks 
given its track record in such matters. Without that it risks losing 
the support of its allies and the loyalty of the Palestinian population, 
becoming just another failed state. 

The prospects for all the pieces of the puzzle falling into place are 
dim at best, tragic at worst. Another round of warfare for whatever 
reason, will benefit no one except the Hamas forces in Gaza which 
thrive on chaos and uncertainty and whose role is that of a spoiler. 
Its allies include Syria, Iran, China and Russia, a broad spectrum 
which unites Sunni Muslims, Shi' ite Muslims, an Eastern power and 
a European power in an unlikely and fragile coalition. Five years 
from today the line-up may be quite different but five years can be a 
lifetime in the volatile Middle East. 

During the worst oflsrael's problems with suicide bombers, some 
Israelis considered moving to relatively safer countries. The joke of 
the time was a sign, reportedly in Ben-Gurion Airport, which read, 
"Will the last person out please turn off the lights." Last week at the 
Rafah crossing on the border with Egypt, one of the last foreigners to 
leave Gaza dragged his luggage to the guard post and found it empty 
and looted. Behind him there was no one and the space ahead was 
equally empty. He put down his luggage, went over to the wall and 
turned off the lights. 

LOUIS GORODETSKY 
From page 15 

Early in his life, his father, 
Max, a constable, produced 
Yiddish Theater in which he' cl 
feature son Louis and daughter 
Lenore. 

Tap dancer, bus driver 
"When professionals came 

here and started the Providence 
follies, I tap danced. But my 
first regular job was driving a 
bus for the IRT, a subsidiary of 
the New York, New Haven and 
Hartford Railroad called the 
"Arrow" line." Its routes are still 
covered by an assortment of bus 
lines, the best known of which is 
called Bonanza. He liked it but 
it offered no pension or security. 

"So I enrolled in 'Fire 
School," in 1941. 

Gorodetsky was injured 
th ree times, once seriously when 
he ripped the tendons and mus
cles in his right biceps and was 
no longer allowed to fight fires. 
He was appointed fire inspector 
instead. 

"I didn't enjoy working from 
8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. after a two
day and two-nights schedule at 
the station. There, we could sleep 
during a night shift except when 
we had 'floor watch," meaning 
we' cl stay up to answer the phone 
and "tip the bell," (or sound the 
alarm) if we had to rush to a 
fire ." 

But the years between 1941 
and 1972 weren't known for tech
nical advances in fue fighting. 
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Credit: Ismail Khateb/ BPH lmages/JTA 

HAMAS MILITANTS stand close to a burning jeep in the grounds of the a building belonging t o the 
pro-Fatah security forces loyal to P.A. President Mahmoud Abbas after it was taken over in Rafah in the 
southern Gaza Strip on June 14. 

New talk of final status raises old concerns 
From page 1 

Olmert said he and Bush 
would "talk about the ground
work that needs to be done in 
order to allow us rapidly to talk 
about the creation of a Palestin
ian state." 

It's a dramatic shift for 
Olmert who, until now, has 
spoken of final-status issues in 
the abstract, but has focused on 
immediate concerns in his deal
ings with Abbas: easing condi
tions for Palestinians and getting 
Abbas to crack down on terror
ism. 

That changed last week after 
Hamas forces routed forces loyal 
to Abbas, a relative moderate, 
from the Gaza Strip. 

"Only every fourth man would 
carry a back pack. H is oxygen 
mask held only enough air for a 
half hour, which could be worse 
than nothing at all because you' cl 
get a false sense of safety. You 
could get lost in the basements 
between Westminster and Wey
bosset Streets and it would take 
more than half an hour to get 
out. The best thing was to stay 
low since smoke rises and when 
you got the chance, you soaked 
your head in water." 

That prompted Abbas to fire 
the Hamas-led government and 
to name a new Cabinet led by 
Salam Fayyad as prime minister. 
Fayyad is trusted in the West for 
the transparency he has brought 
to his two earlier stints as finance 
minister. 

Cutting offHamas paved the 
way for Abbas' full embrace by 
the West, Bush said, placing it in 
the broader context of his admin
istration's backing for moderates 
in the region. 

"I'm looking forward to 
sharing with the prime minister 
the results of a phone call I had 
yesterday with President Abbas," 
Bush said in the Oval Office, 
surrounded by the symbols of 
American democracy: paint-

commander, Gorodetsky was 
dressed down for not speaking 
up. "I was in front of a burning 
building and I heard a woman 
yell, 'my brother is in there.' "But 
I couldn't go in through the front. 
There was too much smoke. So 
a policeman boosted me up and 
pushed me through the window. 
I found the boy and dragged him 
out. 

"Some time went by before 
my Battalion Commander called 
me in. 'Is it true what Officer See 
told me about, your jumping into 
a window to save a boy? Why 
did a cop have to tell me and not 
you?' 

Always stepping forward and 
following principles, he found 
himself in hotter water than he 
poured on his head in smoke
filled rooms. "Well, the rules say you have 

Called in by his battalion to report that but I didn't think it 

ings of Washington and Lincoln 
and texts chronicling the Civil 
War. "He is the president of all 
the Palestinians. He has spoken 
out for moderation. He is a voice 
that is a reasonable voice amongst 
the extremists in your neighbor
hood." 

Israel is considering releas
ing close to S600 million it owes 
to the Palestinian Authority now 
that Abbas has unhooked himself 
from Hamas. 

Olmert later said he wanted 
to see "administrative changes" 
in the Palestinian government 
before launching into final-status 
talks, referring to questions about 
Abbas' ability to assert control 
in the West Bank and control 
Hamas. 

was a big deal. I told the Com
mander that I was just doing my 
job. They gave me a citation for 
bravery and three points toward 
a promotional exam." 

Today Gorodetsky wakes 
up at 8 or 8:30 a.m., exercises 
his arms and legs, has breakfast, 
reads, watches TV and when 
he's up to it, the former firehouse 
cook makes a tasty meal, a regi
men he considers boring. 

"Sometimes I wish I wasn't 
so alert. It makes me that much 
more aware that I'm limited," he 
laments, after a hundred years. 

Frank Belsky is a .freelantt 
writer from Pawtuclut. H e can be 
reached at foelsky@yaboo.com. 

See OLMERT, page 23 
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D'Var Torah 

Parashat Hukkat 
Parting is such sweet sorrow 

Miriam, whose death is recorded in 
Parashat Hukkat, embodied the honor 
and glory of the women of Israel. 

By Rabbi Ed Rosenthal 
Numbers of Parashat Hukkat 

begins and ends with the deaths 
of Miriam and Aaron. 

Verse 1: The entire commu-

nity of the children oflsrael came 
into the wilderness ofTzin in the 
first month, where the people set
tled down in Kadesh and Miriam 
died and was buried. 

Verse 28: Moses divested 

Touro Synagogue plans 
Washington letter event 

NEWPORT-The Touro Synagogue Foundation will celebrate 
the 60th annual reading of George Washington's historic letter "To 
the Hebrew Congregation at Newport" throughout the weekend of 
Aug. 18-19. The weekend's activities will celebrate and commemorate 
George Washington's famous letter, written a year before the Bill of 
Rights was ratified, providing an unequivocal guarantee that the new 
country would be a safe haven for Jews and other religious minori
ties . 

The weekend's festivities will begin on Saturday morning Aug. 
18, at 8:45 a.m., with traditional morning-prayer services at Touro 
Synagogue. An afternoon educational program at 2 p-m. will include 
a lecture "Viewing Colonial Newport through the Prism of Jewish 
History" presented by Dr. Stephen Kaplan, followed by a choice of 
three guided walking tours. 

On Saturday evening, a gala reception and remarks from this 
year's Alexander George Teitz Award recipient will be held at "The 
Waves," home of Stephen and Diana Lewinstein, located off Ocean 
Drive, at the end of Newport's scenic CliffWalk 

All participants are invited to attend the Touro Synagogue 
Foundation annual meeting that will take place on Sunday morning 
at 10:30 a.m. at the Levi Gale House on Touro Street. 

The letter reading event will take place on Sunday, Aug. 19, at 
1 p.m. at Touro Synagogue. The featured keynote speaker is Ruth 
Simmons, the 18th president of Brown University. Simmons will 
share her thoughts on the famous words penned by President George 
Washington upon his visit to Newport on Aug_ 17, 1790. 

During the ceremony, D avid Logan, Dean of the Roger Wil
liams University School of Law, will present the Slom Scholarship 
and Alexander George Teitz Awards. Slom Scholarship recipients 
are graduating students who submit an interpretive work focusing on 
the George Washington Letter in context with the present time_ This 
year's award will provide three $1000 scholarships. The recipients are 
John Armando, (Massachusetts), Benjamin Pedrick (Rhode Island) 
and Ashley Niebuhr (Wisconsin). 

The Alexander George Teitz Award is given annually to honor 
an individual or institution fo r commitment and religious tolerance, 
the twin hallmarks of President W ashington's letter. 

The Honorable Frank J W illiams, Chief Justice, Rhode Island 
Supreme Court will join this year's program as master of ceremonies. 
Nuala Pell, wife of former Sen. Claiborne Pell, will read the Moses 
Seixas letter. Jay Schottenstein, chairman of the board, Schottenstein 
Stores Corporation, will read the George Washington Letter. 

The A rtillery Company of Newport, a ceremonial unit of the 
Rhode Island Militia, Counci l of Historic Military Commands, 
will be in attendance as will Commander Tim D emy, Chaplain at 
the Naval W ar College in Newport, who will offer the invocation. 
Cantor Judith Seplowin will sing two Ladino selections, and Rabbi 
Mordechai Eskovitz of Congregation Jeshuat Israel will deliver the 
closing benediction_ 

Regist ration is required . There is a fee ofS75 per person fo rTouro 
Synagogue Foundation members and Sl00per person (which includes 
a one-year membership) for non-members. For additional informa
tion, contact Robin Kauffman at the Touro Synagogue Foundation 
at 401-847-4794 xl4 , robin@tourosynagogue.org or www.tourosyna
gogue_org. 

Aaron of his (priestly) garments 
and invested his son Eleazar with 
them. Aaron died there on the 
top of the mountain and Moses 
and Eleazar descended from the 
mountain. 

Following the death of Aaron 
in verse 29, the Torah tells us that 
"the entire community saw that 
Aaron was dead and the entire 
house of Israel wept for Aaron 
thirty days_" Interestingly, there 
is no mention of any mourning 
following the death of Miriam. 
In fact, what follows immedi
ately upon her death is the typi
cal grumbling of the Israelites. 
The water that had been provided 
over forty years to the Israelites 
was due to Miriam. When she 
died, the water immediately dried 
up and the people's thirst led 
them once again to rebel against 
Moses. 

Our tradition teaches that 
only the men of that generation 
died in the wilderness before 
entering the Land oflsrael, while 
the women merited entering the 
Land_ 

Numbers Rabbah 21:10 
(Rabbah refers to the Midrash, 
rabbinical writings and discus
sions of the bible_) "In that gen
eration the women built up the 
fences which the men broke 
down." 

The passage from Numbers 
Rabbah is too long to quote, but 
shows that the women did not 
participate in the building of the 
Golden Calf or accept the Coun
cil of the Spies not to enter Eretz 
Yisrael (land of Israel). The fol
lowing is the conclusion of the 
passage. 

"Against this congregation 
the decree (not to enter the Land) 
was issued, because they had said: 
'We are not able to go up.' The 
women, however, were not with 
them in their counseL" 

Rabbi Samson Raphael 
Hirsch commented on this by 
saying: 

"As a result, the women, as 
grandmothers and mothers, were 
able to go with the new genera
tion when it entered the Prom
ised Land for its new future, and 
to bring with them into that new 
future their personal recollec
tions of their past in Egypt and 
of the momentous events they 
had witnessed in the wilderness 
under the protection and guid
ance of God. 

"Thus they were given the 
opportunity to inspire their 
grandchildren and great-grand
children with the spirit of the 
God-revealing experience \ they 
themselves had witnessed. \ The 
fact that these Jewish wo1en 

were so deeply and thoroughly 
imbued with the Jewish spirit 
may be ascribed in no small part 
to Miriam, who set them a shin
ing example as a prophetess.'' 

While some might point to 
the lack of mourning following 
the death of Miriam to be yet 
another example of chauvinism 
in the Torah, it is perhaps more 
a reflection of the simple fact that 
we mourn what we have lost. 
We mourned the loss of Moses 
because no matter how great a 
leader Joshua was, he would never 
be another Moses. We mourned 
the loss of Aaron because no 
matter how great a leader Eleazar 
was, he would never be another 
Aaron. 

The greatness of Miriam was 
that she was the embodiment 
of. the honor and glory of the 
women of IsraeL Moses, Aaron 
and Miriam were not misled by 
falsehoods and lies or controlled 
by a desire for instant gratifica
tion. Rather, they held fast to the 
way of life that makes us who we 
are. Our ancestors knew that they 
had not lost Miriam, but that her 
essence is contained within every 
Jewish woman. 

Prepared by Rabbi Ed Rosen
thal of Cornell University Hillel. 
Provided by Hillel's Joseph Meyer
hoff Center fa r Jewish L earning. 

\ 
VOICE & HERALD CLASSIFIEDS 

ADMISSION DIRECTOR 

Providence Hebrew Day 
School is seeking a full time 
Director of Admissions and 
Alumni relations. Salary com
mensurate with experience. 
Please send resumes to: Rabbi 
Peretz Scheinerman, Dean. 
Fax# 401-331-0030, email: 
admissions@phdschool.org. 

FURNITURE FOR SALE 
Dining Room - Beauti

ful French provincial, six newly 
upholstered seat chairs, large 
china cabinet, server with draw
ers, 2 leaves with pads. Excellent 
condition_ Asking SlS00. Also, 
lovely floral sofa and love seat set 
in excellent condition. Asking 
S800. Call 273-6921 to set up an 
appointment. 

HOUSE CLEANING 
Honest, reliable, reasonable 

prices, cleaning products pro
vided. Excellent references. 331-
1567. 

I BUY BOOKS 
Fiction, poetry, history, 

acade mia, military, ar ts, pho-

tography, old medical, etc. Call 
421-2628. 

WANTED: SILVER PLATE 
AND STERLING 

Trays, tea sets, serving pieces, 

etc. Doesn't have to be polished. 
We also buy many household 
items including glass, china, 
jewelry, etc. 30 years - same 
location. Central Exchange. 
781-344-6763. 

Classified ads are $14 for first 15 
words, 25 cents for each additional 
word. Send check and ad copy to: 
Jewish Voice & Herald, 130 Sessions 
Street, Providence RI 02906. 

♦•♦ AgeWellRI 
Answers A Guidance A Direction 

401.223.2335 • 866.524.3935 
{Toll Free} 

A colloboran" program rf J,.,sh Family Stn1ct. J.-.-uh Stn1on Agency & 1ht J,-.,sJ, Comm,..o· Ct11Jrr 



To PUBLISH OBITUARY NOTICES - Notices must be received 2 weeks prior to 
publication date. E-mail to: voiceherald@jfri.org; Fax to: 401-331-7961,or 
mail to: Jewish Voice & Herald, 130 Sessions St., Providence, RI 02906- Attn: 
obituaries. 

and Amy Goldblatt of Hunting
ton. He was the brother of the 
late Arlene Schwartz. 

Contributions may be 

Eleanor Dittelman, 86 
PROVIDENCE - Eleanor 

Dittelman, 86, died June 8. She 
was the wife of the late Elliott 
Dittelman. Born in Boston, a 
daughter of the late Morris and 
Irene (Richmond) Copelof, she 
had lived in Providence for 24 
years, previously living in War
wick and Cranston. 

Mrs. Dittelman was a life 
member of Hadassah and a 
former member of Temple Torat 
Yisrael. She was a tournament 
duplicate bridge player and a life 
member of the American Con
tract Bridge League. 

Rhode Island. He lived in Florida 
part time for the past 20 years. 

On graduating from Hope 
High School in 1938, Mr. Gold
blatt and his father opened Hope 
Hardware in Providence. 

made to Temple Beth-El, 70 
Orchard Ave., Providence, RI 
02906; Jewish Family Service, 
1250 Tamiami Trail, Suite 202, 
Naples, FL 34102 or to the char
ity of one's choice. 

Burial was in Sons of Israel 
and David Cemetery, Provi
dence. • 

Following Pearl 
Harbor, he sold the 

· hardware store and Rose (Feder) Juda, 85 
enlisted in the Army FALL RIVER - Rose 

Air Corps, spending most of the (Feder) Juda, 85, died June 9. 
next four years in the European . She came 
Theater. Discharged in 1945 with to Fall River in 
the rank of staff sergeant, he 1939 with her 
returned to Rhode Island. parents and 

had resided 
there for the 
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ing Hand Society, and bulletin 
chair for the Brandeis University 
National Women's Committee, 
and a volunteer in the emer
gency room at Charlton Memo
rial Hospital, the American Red 
Cross headquarters and the blood 
bank. 

She leaves a son, Rabbi Allen 
I. Juda and his wife, Toby K. 
Juda of Bethlehem, Pa.; a daugh
ter Joyce I. Juda of Providence; 
and three grandchildren, Adam, 
Aaron, and Tamar. 

Burial was in the Hebrew 

Obituaries 
She was the first recipient of 

the Doris S. McGarry award for 
leadership given annually by the 
Community Counseling Center 
and most recently recipient of the 
recognition award of the Miriam 
Hospital Women's Association. 

She leaves a son, Aron Viner 
of Rowley, Mass.; and her daugh
ter, Samara Viner-Brown of 
Cumberland, and her husband, 
Peter Viner-Brown; and three 
grandchildren, Max and Chloe 
Viner of Rowley and Tristan 
Viner-Brown of Cumberland. 

Cemetery, Fall River. Burial was in Lincoln Park 

Doris Sheila McGarry, 83 Cemetery, Warwick. 

LINCOLN - Doris Sheila Contributions may be made 
McGarry died June 16. She was · to the Leukemia and Lymphoma 
the wife of Robert J. McGarry Society ofR.l. (www.lls.org) 
for the past 37 years and previ- Sharon Namerow, 56 
ously of the late Benjamin Viner. CRANSTON _ Sharon 

She leaves a son, Lewis Dit
telman and his wife Catherine of 
Westboro, Mass.; two daughters, 
Irene Kornfeld and her husband 
William of Las Vegas, Nev.; and 
Helen Dittelman-Dolan and her 
husband William Dolan of North 
Attleboro; and three grandchil
dren, Mark, Eric and Rachael. 

During the 1940s and '50s, 
Mr. Goldblatt worked in a vari
ety of sales and manufacturing 
settings. In 1959, he opened his 
second hardware store. For the 
next 20 years, he was the owner 
of Centre Hardware in Bar
rington. Upon its sale in 1975, 
he was cited in the Barrington 
Times, as "Mr. Hardware." 

past 65 years. Born in Paterson, N .J., she 
She was the was the daughter of the late Isaac 
wife of the and Ruth (Laurie) Horowitz. 

(Simon) Namerow, 56, a reg
istered nurse, died June 7. She 
was the wife of Larry Namerow. 
Born in Providence, a daughter of 
Freda (Rome) Simon and the late 
Herman Simon, she had lived in 
Cranston since 1982. 

In semi-retirement, Mr. 

late Erwin Juda. Born in Vienna, 
Austria on Sept. 29, 1921, the 
daughter of the late Adolph and 
Bertha (Rheinisch) Feder, she 
was educated in Vienna and also 
at BMC Durfee High School. 

Burial was in Lincoln Park Goldblatt continued to work Mrs. Juda worked for the 
former Anderson Little Com
pany, and then enrolled in the 
Fall River Beauty Academy 
where she earned her hairdresser 
license. She then opened the Rose 
Feder Beauty Center in Fall River 
which she owned and operated 
for 23 years, retiring in 1983. 

Cemetery, Warwick. for a number of hardware stores 

Contributions may be made 
to Bethany Home of RI, 111 So. 
Angell St., Providence, RI 02906 
or Home and Hospice Care of 
RI, 169 George St., Pawtucket, 
RI 02860. 

Burton D. Goldblatt, 86 
NARRAGANSETT 

Burton D. Goldblatt, 86, also of 
Naples, Fla., formerly of Sara
sota, Fla., died on June 5. He was 
the husband of Dorothy (Segool) 
Goldblatt, to whom he was mar
ried for 61 years. 

Mr. Goldblatt was born in 
Providence, the son of the late 
Carl and Belle (Frank) Goldb
latt, and was a lifetime resident of 

throughout the state. In his later 
years, he developed a variety 
of handicraft talents including 
unique clocks and wind chimes. 
He took up golf and played regu
larly until his death. 

Besides his wife, he leaves 
two sons, Richard A. Goldblatt 
and his wife Donna of Wakefield 
and Naples, Fla.; and Dr. Robert 
B. Goldblatt and his wife Sandra 
of Huntington, N.Y., and Nar
ragansett; a brother, Howard 
Goldblatt of Providence and 
Gregory Goldblatt of Atlanta; a 
sister, Muriel Judd of Longboat 
Key, Fla.; and five grandchildren, 
Lori, Jeffrey and Gregory Gold
blatt of Atlanta, Ga.; and Jenna 

She -was past president of 
Westall School PTA, The Fall 
River Jewish War Veterans 
Auxiliary, Fall River Hadas
sah, Temple Beth El Sisterhood, 
Department of Massachusetts 
Jewish War Veterans Auxiliary 
and Jewish Community Council. 
She was the first female president, 
and past president ofTemple Beth 
El in Fall River. She was the past 
treasurer of the Ladies Help-

Continuing our century-old tradition 
of service to the Jewish community. 

Jewish families throughout Rhode Island and Southeastern Massachusetts turn co 

Sugarman-Sinai Memorial Chapel for service, compassion and sensitivity. 

* 

SUGARMAN~ 
INAI MEMORIAL~~ 

CHAPEL !!!i..,15 

458 Hope Street, Providence, RI 
(401) 331-8094 • 1-800-447-1267 

Jill E. Sugarman, Funeral Director 
Ira Jay Fleisher, Funeral Director 

Member of the Jewish Funeral Dlrecton of America 
C¥11fled by the Rhode Island Board of Rabbis 

Call for a free preneed planning guide. 

A resident of Lincoln for the 
past 37 years, she was office man
ager for Tillinghast Collins and 
Graham. 

Mrs. McGarry founded the 
Community Counseling Center, 
of which she was president for 13 
years and subsequently chairman 
of the board. In addition, she 
was a past vice president of the 
Rhode Island Council of Com
munity Mental Health Centers, 
a member of the board of the 
Miriam Hospital Women's Asso
ciation, member of the board of 
trustees of Temple Emanu-El, 
member of the board of directors 
of the Jewish Community Center 
of Rhode Island, past president of 
Hadassah and a former state pres
ident of the League of Women 
Voters of Rhode Island. 

Mrs. Namerow was a gradu
ate of the Jewish Hospital and 
Medical Center School of Nurs
ing in Brooklyn, N.Y., and a 
graduate of Johnson and Wales 
University as a medical legal con
su ltant. 

She worked at The Miriam 
Hospital for 18 years until · her 
illness in 2003. 

Mrs. Namerow was a 
member of the R.l. Nurses Asso
ciation and the Association of 
Legal Nurses. 

She was a member of Temple 
Torat Yisrael. 

See Obituaries, page 26 

The Only Local 
Family-Owned 

Jewish Funeral Home 
in Rhode Island 

ALOM 

1100 New London Avenue 
Cranston, RI 02920 

Tel.: 463-7771 
Toll-free: 1-877-463-7771 

h. Certifitd by the 
• R./. Boon/ of Rabbis 

Pre-Nttd Programs Awtil,,bk 
Whttkh,,.ir A=iik 

See OLMERT. page 23 
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OBITUARIES 
From page 25 

Sharon Namerow 

Besides her husband and 
mother, she leaves a son, Craig 
Namerow and a daughter, Jessica 
Namerow, both of Cranston; two 
brothers, Harvey Simon of West 
Warwick and Marvin Simon of 
Cranston; a sister, Beth Matzner 
of Cranston; and two nephews, 
Evan and Joshua and a niece, 
Shayna. 

Burial was in Lincoln Park 
Cemetery, Warwick. 

Contributions may be made 
to Crohns and Colitis Founda
tion of America, 386 Park Ave. 
So., 17'h Floor, New York, NY 

10016. 

Cynthia Russian, 79 
WARWICK - Cynthia B. 

Russian, 79, died June 8. She was 
the wife of the late William Rus
sian. Born in Malden, Mass., a 
daughter of the late Charles and 
Edith (Gitter) Stone, she had 
lived in Warwick for 45 years, 
previously residing in Provi
dence. 

She leaves two daughters, 
Linda Russian of Warwick and 
Nancy Nouriel of Worcester, 
Mass.; a sister, Elaine Rose of 
Delray Beach, Fla.; and two 
grandchildren, Kayla and Amy. 
She was the sister of the late 
Gerald Stone. 

Burial was in Lincoln Park 
Cemetery, Warwick. 

Contributions may be made 
to a favorite charity. 

Sandra Wexler, S2 
BOYNTON BEACH, Fla. 

- Sandra Wexler, 52, died June 
12. Born in Providence, a daugh
ter of Frances (Flinker) Wexler of 
Delray Beach, Fla., and the late 
Bernard Wexler, she had lived in 
Boynton Beach for 11 years, pre
viously residing in Cranston and 
Warwick. 

Mrs. Wexler was a busi
ness unit manager for Stanley
Bostitch Inc. for 10 years, retiring 
11 years ago. 

She was a volunteer with the 
Arthritis Foundation of Palm 
Beach County. 

leaves two sisters, Rona Wexler of 
New York City and Janice Wexler 
of Studio City, Cal.; a niece, Ariel 
Fixler of New York City; and a 
brother-in-law, Eugene Fixler of 
New York City. 

Contributions may be made 
to Hospice of Palm Beach 
County, 5300 East Ave., West 
Palm Beach, FL 33407. 

Ruth Zucker, 87 
LAGUNA WOODS, Cal. 

- Ruth Zucker, 87, formerly of 
Providence, died June 10. She 
was the wife of the late Dr.Joseph 
M. Zucker. She was the daughter 
of the late Joseph and Gertrude 
(Cohen) Weiner. 

June 22, 2007 

Mrs. Zucker had been a member 
of the sisterhood of Temple 
Emanu-El, and was a member of 
Temple Judea in Laguna Woods 
and the Brandeis Women's Asso
ciation. 

She loved to play tennis and 
enjoyed walking and doing arts 
and crafts . 

She leaves a son, Michael R. 
Zucker of Searsburg, Vt.; s sister, 
Muriel Wander and her husband 
Bart of Los Angeles; seven nieces, 
a nephew and numerous grand
nieces and nephews. She was the 
sister of the late Carol Jacobus. 

Burial was in Lincoln Park 
Cemetery, Warwick. 

Besides her mother, 

A kindergarten teacher for Contributions may be made 
she more than 30 years, until retiring, to a favorite charity. 

Panelists discuss ethics of stem cell research 
From page 3 

exciting and it's similar to what's 
been done with mouse embryonic 
stem cells, he added. With mice, 
we've learned that we can knock a 
gene or knock a gene out, as gene 
functions have been defined over 
the past 25 years or so, said Qye
senberry. 

Jewish perspective 
Sharzer asked, "What are 

the · ethical questions involving 
embryonic stem cells from the 
Jewish perspective?" Saving a life 
is one of the paramount precepts 
in the Jewish tradition, and every 
other religious precept is subor
dinate to that, he reminded the 
audience. "Research is one step 
removed (from saving a life) but 
it has so much potential to help 
that there's a prejudice toward 
medical research," he said. "Are 
the procedures and techniques 
(involving embryonic stem cells) 
morally justifiable within a 
Jewish system of lifesaving and 
health maintenance?" Refer
encing Genesis' commandment 
to procreate, Sharzer said that 
rabbis across the spectrum, with 
few exceptions, permit in- vitro 
fertilization to correct infertility. 
Embryos that are not implanted 
do not have any moral standing 
under Jewish law, as they are 
simply too young, according to 
Sharzer's explanation from the 
Talmud and the Mishna. No 
rabbis have addressed whether 
Jewish law would allow embryos 
to be created solely for embryonic 
stem cell research, Sharzer said. 

"Qyestions around embry
onic stem cells are so conflated 
with the abortion issue," said 
Sharzer. "That's all a lot of people 
think about. I think other ques
tions should be posed, such as: 
Is this a good kind of research? 
What does this research tell 
us about the nature of being 
human? Given that embryonic 
stem cells arc immortal, change-

'Stem cells can create new cells for every system in the body .. .' 
Dr. Peter Quesenberry, 

this work to go forward, Sharzer 
said. However, the debate about 
stem cell research does not include 
critically important questions 
about individual genetic engi
neering, such as "What kinds of 
characteristics might people want 
to engineer out? What kinds of 
individuals are worthwhile?" 

able and precancerous, how can 
we conduct safe clinical trials? 
What are informed consents?"' 
Sharzer said. "We must ask ques
tions about fairness, justice and 
distribution. With the current 
government research, much of 
the research is being done by pri
vate companies. This raises issues 
of ownership of cells, the cost of 
research, and whether the tech
nology is available to everyone." 
These questions simply aren't 
being addressed in the public 
forum, he added. 

Dilemmas 
The process ethics com

mittees use to approach ethical 
dilemmas may be applicable to 
the questions around stem cell 
research, Bledsoe said. Rephras
ing "can we" questions to "should 
we" or "may we" questions leads 
to a valuable exercise in moral 
deliberation, he said. "With 
these questions, we can evaluate 
which way is better," said Bled
soe. "Who gets to decide - the 
government, the community or 
the patient?" 

Organ donations have raised 
ethical issues akin to those of 
stem cell research. Once a person 
is deemed brain dead, his organs 
can be transplanted, even if his 
heart still beats. Just as defin
ing death is a required step for 
organ transplants, defining life 
is a required step for the use of 
embryonic stem cells. Too, the 
questions around organ owner
ship have relevance to those of 
stem cell ownership. 

"An argument's characteris
tics must be accessible and com
prehensible; moral and generally 

director of hematology and oncology, 
Miriam and Rhode Island Hospital 

applicable, not with an individual 
self interest," said Bledsoe. "In 
addition, they must be respect
ful and constructive, even with 
disagreement; and revisable, as 
one must be willing to acknowl
edge that opposing views may be 
accurate, especially as new infor
mation becomes available." 

ignore the tools to alleviate the 
suffering will cause future harm." 

The research 

"The approach to using 
embryonic stem cells requires a 
belief that there's great suffering 
in the world," said Bledsoe, "that 
there's an opportunity to relieve 
the suffering and that failure to 

Stem cell research is an excit
ing area with great potential, said 
Qyesenberry, and while we "can 
argue about money and can argue 
about ethnical questions, the 
political and religious restrictions 
on research are horrible." 

Presented by The Miriam 
Hospital, the forum was planned 
by Jewish Family Service, Ocean 
State Ethics Network, and the 
Rhode Island Board of Rabbis. 
The event was made possible by 
The Carlyn Summer Endowment 
Fund. 

With discussions about Nancy Kirsch, a freelance 
writer and communications consul
tant, lives in Providence. She can 
be reached at nkirsch@cox.net. 

embryos' moral status, we are for
tunate that ancient Hebrew texts 
provide commentary that allows 

Bernhardt Foundation awards half 
million to Jewish non-profits 

From page 3 

• Hebrew Union College, $15,000. (A 
Reform rabbinical college.) 

• Holocaust Education & Resource Center, 
Sl0,000. (To be used in educational program
ming.) 

• Jewish Family Service, S57, 253. (To be 
used for an additional social service worker to 
expand the program for the elderly and infirm 
and for increased, unexpected costs at the kosher 
meal site in Cranston. 

• Jewish Federation of R.I., S130,000. 
(SS0,000 for the Israel emergency campaign; 
$30,000 for the annual campaign; and SS0,000 
to fund a shared infrastructure program with the 
Jewish Community Center.) 

• Jewish Seniors Agency, AgeWell RI, 
$39,000. (The new program guides seniors and 
caregivers through the spectrum of services avail
able via a single telephone call to an information 
specialist.) 

• Jewish Scouting Agency of R.l ., Sl,000. 

• Miriam Hospital, S17, 377. (A pledge pay
ment for its capital campaign.) 

• Temple Beth-El in Providence, $152,116. (A 
large part of the donation is earmarked for comply
ing with the state's new stringent fire code, in addi
tion to a security system and pledge payments made 
while Mr. Bernhardt was still living.) 

• URI Hillel, SS0,000. (To expand its devel
opment program to solicit alumni support.) 

Zurier is attorney for several other Jewish family 
foundations and expects the number to increase as 
Baby Boomers retire. "Over the next 10 to 20 years, 
there will be an enormous transfer of wealth to the 
next generation," he says. 

The Bernhardt Foundation fiscal year is May 1 
to April 30. It has approximately SlO.S million in 
assets, of which an average amount, approximating 
5 percent, must be allocated each year by law. 

To obtain an application, write to The Bern
hardt Foundation, c/o Melvin L . Zurier, secretary, 
Tillinghast Licht LLP, 10 Weybosset St., Provi
dence, R.I. 



Neil Nachbar and Jennifer Lynn Staelens 

Neil Brian Nachbar and Jennifer Lynn Staelens were married 
at Temple Beth-El in Providence on July 23, 2006. Rabbi Sarah Mack 
officiated. A reception followed at the Radisson Hotel, Warwick. 

The bride is the daughter of Sheila and Earnest C. Staelens Jr. of 
Oriskany Falls, NY The bridegroom is the son of Florence Nachbar 
of Providence and the late Leon Nachbar. 

The bride graduated from Johnson & Wales University, where she 
received her bachelor's degree in food service management in 2003. 
She is employed at Nashua High School North, Nashua, N .H. 

The bridegroom graduated from Roger Williams University in 
Bristol where he received his bachelor's degree 'in communications in 
1992. H e is employed at Johnson & Wales University in Providence. 

The couple honeymooned in Hawaii and make their home in 
Nashua, N.H. 

Eric Sacon and Sheryl Katzanek 

The marriage of Eric Franklin Sacon, son of Leonard and 
Nancy Sacon of Sharon, M ass., and the late Julie Sacon, and Sheryl 
Risa Katzanek, daughter of Frances Katzanek of Bristol and the late 
Bertram Katzanek, was celebrated by Rabbi Leslie Gutterman at 
Blithewold Mansion in Bristol on May 27. A reception followed the 
ceremony. 

The bridegroom is a graduate of the University of Massachusetts 
at Amherst, and is director of cartography for Navionics of Florence, 
Italy. 

The bride is a graduate of Boston University and is director of 
patient care advocacy at the University of Massachusetts Medical 
Center in Boston. 

The couple honeymooned in Costa Rica and are residing in Wal
pole, Mass. 
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Jewish Community Day School graduation 
THE EIGHTH-GRADE GRADUATES OF THE JEWISH COMMUNITY DAY SCHOOL are all smiles in their 
gowns. The school's second graduation ceremony and reception was held on Sunday, June 10 at 
Temple Emanu-EI. The graduates from left, are: First row: Batya Franklin, Julia Russell, Remi Wachten
heim, Rebecca Kanter, Jeremy Harlam. Second row: Gregory Harlam, Macey Gurwitz, Gabrielle Wyn
schenk, Nita Mukand, Michelle Goliger, Hannah Subotnick. Third row: Sam Skurkovich, Michael Ross, 
Alon Galor, George Felder, Yuval Galor, Micah Wisen, Zachary Paige. 

Jacob Graff 

Jacob Graff, son of Michael 
and Lisa Graff of North Easton, 
Mass., graduated from Oliver 
Ames H igh School in Easton 
on June 2. He wi ll be attending 
H ofstra University this fall where 
he plans to major in communica
tions . 

Jacob is also the grandson of 
Marylyn Graff ofWarren and the 
late Stanley Graff and Edward 
and Lucy Cutler of Deerfield 
Beach, Fla., formerly of Brock
ton . 

Graduations 

NORTH PROVIDENCE 
- The United States Achieve
ment Academy (USAA) recently 
announced that Brendan S. Mal
loney, of North Providence has 
been named a Collegiate All
American Scholar. 

The USAA has established 
the Collegiate All-American 
Scholar Award Program to offer 
deserved recognition to stu
dents who excel in the academic 
disciplines. The Collegiate All
American Scholars must earn a 
3.3 or higher grade point average. 
Scholars must be nominated by a 
school official or other qualified 
sponsor. The Academy recog
nizes fewer than 10 percent of all 
college students. 

Brendan is a 2007 graduate Brendan Malloney 
of Embry-Riddle Aeronautical 
University. He will appear in .the 
Collegiate All-American Yearbook which is published nationally. 

Brendan is the son of Jim Malloney and Lynn Field of North 
Providence and stepson of Alan Field. His grandparents are Joslin 
Ross of G:ranston and the late Tek Ross and James and Madeleine 
Malloney of Cumberland. 

SEND Us YouR S1MCHAS 

Share your happy events - Photos 
welcome. E-mailto:voiceherald@jfri. 
org; Fax to: 401-331-7961,or mail to: 
Jewish Voice & Herald, 130 Sessions 
St., Providence, RI 02906 - Attn: sim
chas. For photo return please include 
self-addressed, stamped envelope. 

See OLMERT, page 23 
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Fred J. Schiffman, M.D. 

Schiffman named 
'Physician of the Year' 

Recognizing more than 20 years of 
service, Fred J. Schiffman, M .D., has been 
named the recipient of the 2007 Charles 
C.J. Carpenter, M.D., Physician of the 
Year Award at The Miriam Hospital by 
his peers. Noted as "the heart and soul of 
The Miriam Hospital" by his colleagues, 
Schiffman was presented the award at the 
hospital's staff association meeting on June 
18. 

Schiffman has been on the staff at The 
Miriam Hospital since 1983 and in that 
time has been revered for his compassion 
and commitment to his patients as well 
as medical residents. A hematologist and 
oncologist by training, Schiffman was 
appointed medical director of Lifespan's 
Comprehensive Cancer Center in 2000, 
overseeing the collaborative cancer efforts 
at Rhode Island, The Miriam and Newport 
hospitals. 

As associate program director of the 
internal medicine residency program at The 
Wanen Alpert Medical School of Brown 
University, he plays a fundamental role in 
providing residents with the experience and 
education necessary to start their careers as 
physicians. 

Schiffman resides in Providence with 
his wife, Gerri. They have four children 
and three grandchildren. 

Science internship 
Gabriel Fme of North Scituate, a 

junior at Scituate High School, has been 
selected to participate in the Legacy 
Heritage Internships for Young Scientists 
(LHIYS), a six-week summer program 
awarded to high school students with dem
onstrate scientific aptitude and a record of 
community service. He is one of only 26 
students throughout the United States and 
Canada who will work with Israeli scien
tists at the Hebrew University of Jerusa
lem . Upon returning to the United States, 
each of the interns will be implementing 
social action projects. 

Lasell College Dean's List 
Serena Shapiro, daughter of Lillian 

and Tom Shapiro of Peabody, Mass., for
merly of Cranston, has been named to the 
Dean's List at Lasell College in Newton, 
Mass., for the spring semester. She has 
completed her junior year and is majoring 
in fashion design . 
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Amudim dinner honors PHDS supporters 
PROVIDENCE - Stephen R. 

Silberfarb, executive vice president of 
the Jewish Federation of Rhode Island, 
brought greetings from Federation to 
some 185 attendees of the Providence 
Hebrew Day School (PHDS) Amudim 
dinner on Sunday,June 10. Silberfarb told 
the guests that it takes a village to educate 
a child Jewishly. 

The annual awards event proved a 
celebration of this concept, honoring sup
porters of the school, of the students, and 
of Jewish. education. The dinner, with its 
yearbook/ad journal, serves as an impor
tant fundraiser for PHDS in its mission to 
educate Jewish children. 

Dean Rabbi Peretz Scheinerman and 
past honorees Dr. Michael and Elissa 
Felder presented this year's Amudim 
Award to Marvin Stark and Miriam 
Abrams-Stark. The Starks have involved 
themselves on both professional and vol
unteer levels in the Jewish community of 
Rhode Island. Marvin served as the direc
tor of the PHDS financial office for six 
years and currently serves on the school's 
executive board and budget and finance 
committee. 

Miriam was a co-president of PTF 
for two years, and in addition to PHDS, 
works at Temple Emanu-El and has served 
as advisor to USY for a number of years. 

All three of the Stark's children have 
attended PHDS, the older two going on 
to the Maimonides School in Brookline, 
and the youngest graduating this month. 

The Dor !'Dor {Generation to Gen
eration) Grandparents Award was given 
to Melvin and Elaine Raskin for their 
outstanding commitment to PHDS and 

Rabbi Peretz Scheinerman and Dr. Michael Felder presenting Marvin Star 
and Miriam Abrams-Stark with the Amudim Award. 

New England Academy ofTorah (NEAT). 
Eight of their grandchildren have gradu
ated or currently attend PHDS/NEAT, 
and their son, Russell, served as president 
of the school and has been active in Fed
eration. The Raskin's recently moved to the 
Tamarisk assisted-living center. Melvin 
Raskin's acceptance speech underlined his 
and his wife's profound commitment to 
family and community. 

Mark and Nili Herskovitz, of Passaic, 
N.J., were presented with the Chaverirn 
(Friends) Award, for their support · of 
PHDS, both during their daughter's atten
dance at NEAT and afterwards. In accept
ing the award, Mark Herskovitz explained 
that as an investment portfolio manager for 
the Boston Group he invests over 1.5 bil
lion dollars per year. He continued, "I am 
always seeking investments that will yield 
high returns. There is, however, one invest
ment with a guarantee of a high return and 

that is the education that a child receives 
at NEAT." 

All three awards presentations were 
introduced by professional videos pro
duced by Philip Krauss. A special slide 
show, entitled "Creating our Jewish Lead
ers of Tomorrow," featured highlights 
from the entire 2006-2007 school year. 

Providence Mayor David Cicil
line read citations presented on behalf of 
the city, and Master of Ceremonies and 
PHDS parent Samuel Shafner read sev
eral citations for the honorees from mem
bers of Rhode Island's Congressional 
delegation. 

Cantor Remmie Brown joined the 
PHDS Band in performing the American 
and Israeli national anthems. The eve
ning of celebration was brought to a close 
by nine members of a local Barbershop 
"Qyartet" performing songs in praise of 
the honorees. 

National Honor Society 
at Providence Hebrew Day School 

Seven students from the New England Academy of Torah were inducted into the National Honor Soci
ety recently. From left are Miriam Esther Weiner, Judaic coordinator; Maureen Sheehan, General Studies 
Principal, and inductees Tova Simenowitz, Shifra Albert Andelman, Sophie Felder, Renah Spilman, Atara 
Kaufman, Sarah Shafner, Miriam Diamond and Rabbi Peretz Scheinerman, Dean. 
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