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Xn Ethiopia 
Following the footsteps of aliyah 

The faces of aliyah. 

FAMILIES spend about two weeks at t he t ransit compound in Addis Adaba before they leave for Israel. 

Part 1 

ByMaryKorr 
mkorr@jfri.org 

t only takes a few hours to fly from Addis 
Ababa to Tel Aviv, but for Ethiopian Jews 
making aliyah, it has been a journey of 2,000 
years. 

The exodus of the Ethiopian Diaspora, harrowing 
and often heroic, began more than two decades ago, 
and is only now winding down. But their story and 
struggle will continue for generations, as they adapt to 
a Zion their ancestors prayed for, for over two mille
nia, but could never have imagined. 

Special report on 
Federation/UJC 

mission to Ethiopia/Israel 

What separates their old way of life from the new 
is as vast and as mysterious as a cosmic "black hole," 
says Stephen Silberfarb, executive vice president of the 
Jewish Federation of Rhode Island. 

He, Doris Feinberg of Newport and Dr. Bonnie 
Steinberg Jenn is of Providence recently returned from a 

United Jewish Communities' (UJC) mission for cam
paign chairs and directors. At 170 people, it was the 
largest delegation of Jewish community professionals 
and volunteers, dispatched to see firsthand the Ethio
pian aliyah process and the enormity of their integra
tion into Israeli life. 

"When you see villages in and around Gondar, the 
origins of the Ethiopian population in Israel, you see 
the enormous challenge of absorption into Western 
society. It is not like coming to Israel from Argentina, 
or the Former Soviet Union," Silberfarb says. "These 
are people, fellow Jews, who have to learn how to navi
gate modern society." 

See ETHIOPIA. page 7 

JCC: A cradle of 
leadership 

Past presidents will be honored at Sept. tribute 

By Marty Cooper 
martycooper@cox.net 

SIX HUNDRED OUM FROM FRANCE, the largest single group of Immigrants to come to Israel this year, 
arrived on Wednesday, July 2S. The Jewish Agency and AMI, a French organization which promotes 
aliyah, organized the two flights. 

PROVIDENCE - "We help to grow leaders that go on to 
become leaders of the Rhode Island community," said Samuel, 
"Sam" Suls, president of the Jewish Community Center UCC) from 
1987-1989. M any of the past presidents have become outstanding 
members of the community, holding positions such as chairman 
of the board of trustees at The M iriam H ospital, president of The 
Wheeler School, and treasurer of the United Way, state senator, and 
attorney general. 

See JCC PAST PRESIDENTS. page 3 
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Quote of the Week 
" We didn't receive any financial, medical 
or assistance from the missionary." 

- See Falash Mura, page 9 

CAMP JORI turns 70. See page 18. 

Calendar 
SUN., AUG. 12 

Temple Am David 
community cookout 

· 4 to 8 p.m. Temple Am 
David, 40 Gardiner St., War
wick. Open house and family 
cookout. DJ for dancing, contests 
and raffies. No charge for guests 
and their families. Temple mem
bers: $9 for adults, $6 for children 
from ages 3 to 12, no charge for 
under 3. For more information, 
call 463-7944. 

Performance by Israeli 
pianist prodigy 

6 p.m. Israeli music prodigy 
Ariel Lanyi , 9, will perform jazz 
and classical piano at The Hi-Hat, 
3 Davel Square, Providence. For 
more information, call 453-6500. 
$10 suggested contribution. 

WED., AUG.15 
Humanistic Judaism 
7:30 p.m. New Congrega

tion for Humanistic Judaism 
presents Humanistic Judaism, A 
contemporary approach to Juda
ism for secular and cu ltural Jews. 
Located at the Sharon Unitar-

·I I .. - : 

~ . . 

ian Church, 4 North Main St., 
Sharon, MA. Contact Elaine 
Kamienny, 781-341-1810 or 
Elaine@CeremoniesOfLife.com. 

THURS., AUG. 16 
Holocaust Center 
teacher workshop 

9 a.m. to 4 p.m. "Echoes and 
Reflections", a summer teacher 
workshop, a multimedia cur
riculum on the Holocaust. At the 
Providence Hebrew Day School, 
450 Elmgrove Ave., Providence. 
$18. Fee includes breakfast, 
lunch and a copy of the curricu
lum. Partially funded from the 
Alan Shawn Feinstein Founda
tion Institute and Yad Vashem. 
For more information or to sign 
up call May-Ronny Zeidman at 
453-7860 or email mzeidman@ 
aol.com. 

See CA LEN DAR, page 11 

Correction 
Carol Sugarman is the 

president of the Holocaust 
Resource and Education 
Center of R.I. She was mis
identified in the previous issue 
oftheJV&H. 
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Communilv 

From page 1. 
JCC past presidents 

JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER 
Milton Stanzler, president from 19S7-1958. 

Three past presidents plus the 
JCC's current president recently 
met for a roundtable discussion 
to share thoughts and reminisce 
about their terms as president of 
the center as the JCC prepares 
for its "H onoring Our Past Presi
dents'" program to be held 6 p.m. 
at the L edgemont Country C lub 
in Seekonk, M ass., on Sept. 9. The 
discussion included; Milton Stan
zler, president, 1957-1958; Samuel 
Suls, Jeff Brier, president, 1993-
1995; arid current president Jeff 
Vogel. 

Young leaders 
"Through the years," states 

Milton Stanzler, who helped found 
the Rhode Island ACLU and the 
T rinity Repertory Theater, "the 
JCC has been a bastion of younger 
leaders, more so t han the other 
agencies and the Federation." Like 
most past presidents, Stanzler 
became involved because someone 
asked. In this instance it was Julius 
Michaelson, president from 1952-
1955. At the ti me the center was 
called the General Jewish Center. 
It was known at the ti me for pro
ducing good plays. It did not have 
an early ch ildhood program. Vol
leyball, pre-teen and teen dances 
were held at the Nathan Bishop Jr. 
High School on Sessions Street, 
while the Jewish Federation was 
located in downtown Providence . 

Through the generations of 
leadership, each president's con
cerns have always included funding 
the center. "The center struggled in 
the SO's as it has for its whole life," 
said Stanzler. 

During the discussion each 
president mentioned names of 

people during their time who 
were instrumental to the success 
of the center. Suls., for example, 
praised L ola Schwartz for her -
great job of training leaders and 
developing the board. "She did 
a g reat job in making people 
invested in an institution that 
they already felt invested in, 
especially when it came to vol
unteers. She found the volun
teers and then made them feel 
connected." 

The group agreed that most 
of the center's leaders became 
involved through programs the 
center offers; pre-school child 
care, athletics, and socializa
tion. Brier and Suls had chil
dren in the pre-school program. 
Vogel, who grew up in New 
York, got involved while play
ing basketball with h is frie nds. 
Others grew up as "center kids" 

Vogel, president, faces sim
ilar challenges of the past presi
dents, but when asked why he 
got involved, said simply, "This 
is a great place to make a d iffer
ence. W e have 1,300 families 
who are members of the center. 
Every week 600-700 people 
pass through the hallways of 
the JCC, either for basketball, 
physical fitness , pre-school and 
other chi ld development pro
grams, or for social events. It 
is a good feel ing to know that 
I can make a difference to our 
members." 

For more information about 
the Sept. 9 tribute, ca ll the JCC 
at 861-8800 or email dcvclop
ment@jcc ri .org or visit www. 
jccri .org/ presevent. 

From left, past presidents of the JCC, Milton Stanzler, Samuel Suls, 
Jeff Brier, and Jeff Vogel, current head, reminisce about their times 
as president. 

History of ]CC Leadership 

Since 1922, the JCC of Rhode Island has provided 
the community with outstanding, proactive leader
ship from isaac Wolf in 1922 to current president Jef
frey Vogel. The community will be honoring its past 
presidents Sept. 9 at the Ledgemont Country Club in 
Seekonk, Mass. 

Past Presidents 

Rose'Moss6'erg Malkin - 2004: '2bt>5 •!: 
Richard S. Mittleman - 2002, 2003 

Bruce A. Leach - 1999, 2000, 2001 

Alan H. Litwin -1996, 1997, 1998 

Jeffrey G. Brier - 1993, 1994, 1995 
Bruce A. Leach - 1990, 1991, 1992 

Samuel K. Suls -1987, 1988, 1989 
Mark S. Mandell -1982, 1983, 1984, 1985, 1986 
Noah Temkin - 1979, 1980, 1981 
Norman Robinson - 1976, 1977, 1978 
Jeremiah J. Gorin:-- 1973, 1974, 1975 
Harlan J. Espo - 1968, 1969, 1970, 1971, 1972 
Sidney Meyer - 1964, 1965, 1966, 1967 
Mu_rray Halpert - 1963, 1964 
Harold Stanzler - 1961, 1962 
Charles Fox - 1959, 1960 
Louis Handwerger - 1958, 1959 
Milton Stanzler - 1957, 1958 
Peter H. Bardach - 1955, 1956 
Julius Michaelson - 1953, 1954, 1955 
Saul E.R. Feinberg - 1950, 1951, 1952, 1953 
Raymond Franks - 1948, 1949 
Saul Abrams - 1944, 1945, 1946, 1947 
Samuel H. Workman - 1938, 1939, 1940, 1941, 1942, 
1943 
Milton C. Sapinsley - 1934, 1935, 1936, 1937 
Jules P. Goldstein - 1929, 1930, 1931, 1932, 1933 
Max L. Grant (1st JCCRI President) - 1925, 1926, 1927, 
1928 
Isaac Woolf (Pres. Of the Hebrew Education Insti
tute) - 1922, 1923, 1924 

Li,t courtesy of the Rhode bland Jewish Hi1toncal A,,ociation 

.. 
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Opinion 
A MAJORI1Y OF ONE 

On the Outside Looking In 
(Unless you are familiar with 

the Iraqi constitution or 
the Maimonides School 
in Brookline or Harvard 

Law School, the name Noah Feldman is 
one of those names with which you know 
you should be familiar but can't quite 
remember why. To refresh your memo
ries, he was valedictorian of his graduat
ing class at Harvard, a Rhodes scholar at 

Oxford, played a leading 
role in the writing of the 

' Iraqi constitution, and 
is currently a professor 
at Harvard Law School. 
He has a resume to die 
for but, apparently, not 
to marry for. 

Mr. Feldman is 
often described as one of 
the "young Jewish lead

-------- ers" of whom we hear so 
often but who, unlike 

most of the others thus categorized, pre
fers to shun the limelight. Imagine then 
the stunned reaction of Jewish leaders, 
young and old, when they opened the 
New York Times Magazine on Sunday, 
July 22 and found in its pages a few thou
sand words by Mr. Feldman denouncing 
the Modern Orthodox world in which 
he was educated and to which he still 
professes allegiance. 

He had his reasons. Ten years after 
he graduated from Maimonides, Feld
man brought his girl friend (now his 
wife) to a class reunion where a group 
photograph was taken. But when the 
photograph was printed in the alumni 
newsletter, neither Feldman nor his 

he chose to run. Then Feldman admit
ted that he had known about this before 
his article was published but decided to 
run it without changes. This enraged the 
Orthodox Union which has demanded 
that the Times remove Feldman's name 
from the magazine's masthead where he 

"We followed a rigorous secular curriculum alongside 
traditional Talmud and Bible study ... all skillfully 
coordinated to prime us for the Ivy League ... 

friend, were visible. He was certain that 
they had been airbrushed out. Nor was 
any space given by the newsletter to his 
wedding announcement or to the births 
of his children. At Maimonides, Feld
man had become a non-person. The 
reason was not difficult to find. Other 
classmates had married non-Jews with
out censure. The difference? Feldman's 
wife was .Korean-American, his children 
had some of their mother's features and 
thus, he believed, his marriage to a gen
tile was too obvious to be made public. 

It turned out that there was more to 
the story . First, the photographer denied 
that any airbrushing occurred; there 
were simply too many people present 
and some were obscured in the picture 

is listed as a contributing editor. 
In his article, Feldman did not con

centrate his fire on Maimonides; in fact 
he praised the school for the excellence of 
the education he received. "We followed 
a rigorous secular curriculum alongside 
traditional Talmud and Bible study ... all 
skillfully coordinated to prime us for 
the Ivy League ... to be at once a Lithu
anian yeshiva and a New England prep 
school." He was harshly critical, if always 
with erudition, of the yeshiva position 
on teen-age sex (don't even hold hands), 
of the Orthodox treatment of homo
sexuals, of the extremism that led two 
graduates of Modern Orthodox yeshivas 
(Dr. Baruch Goldstein, the killer of 32 
Muslims praying in a Hebron mosque 

and Yigal Amir, the assassin ofYitzhak 
Rabin) to regard their enemies as Ama
lekites deserving of slaughter, and, of 
course, of the blanket opposition within 
Orthodoxy to intermarriage. 

The unanswered question is; if Noah 
Feldman is so critical of Modern Ortho
doxy, why doesn't he join some other 
branch of Judaism? I infer from his arti
cle and a subsequent interview, that he 
believes Jewish custom and law extend 
in an unbroken chain since antiquity and 
that he has no desire to be a broken link 
in that chain. I asked a friend how the 
Jews of antiquity might react if they saw 
Jews of today wearing long black coats, 
wide brimmed black hats and the other 
accouterments of the ultra-Orthodox in 
the belief that this is proper dress for 
"authentic" Jews. She suggested that if 
we really desired authenticity as descen
dants of a desert tribe, we should be 
wearing robes and sandals. "That's what 
we wore in the '60s and '70 and they 
called us hippies," she said. "We weren't 
hip, we were just being 'authentic."' 

On the day that all Jews agree on 
a definition of Jewish authenticity, Feld
man and others like him will be read
mitted. Until then however, they will be 
on the outside looking in. 

Yehuda Lev can be reached at yehu
dal@cox.net. 

Jewish geography: A dad's advice to college students 
By Marty Cooper 

Many of us will have children going 
to college this fall. For some parents it 
will be the first time they are sending 
one of their children to college. This 
year two of my children will be entering 
college. That is right, two young adults, 
as my wife and I are fortunate enough 
to have twins. We were also fortunate 
to have an older daughter who gradu
ated college a year ago. (Yes, we already 
have consolidated her student loans.) So 
we think we know what advice to offer 
new freshman as they enter college for 
the first time, as it relates to being a Jew 
on campus. 

The first bit of advice is to read 
page 17 in this issue of the Voice and 
Herald. (Parents should give it a once. 
over as well). It is full of good informa
tion to help you adjust to college living . 
as a Jew. This includes a listing of Hillel 
locations on campus or, at nearby col
leges and universities in New England. 
It also includes the national Hillel web 
site to help you find information about 
your school. 

While your packing cloths, sheets, 
towels and other paraphernali a, don't 
forget to include something "Jewish" 
like a piece of artwork, book, or a spe
cial gift given to you at your Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah. This will help to remind you of 
who you are and the importance of your 
heritage. 

Jews find Jews, even when you are 

not seeking one another out. It is a part 
of what we call "Jewish geography." 
When you meet a fellow Jew say hi or 
hello, whichever makes you comfortable. 
Chances are great you will meet up again 
soon. There may be 400 or 40,000 fellow 
students on your campus, but for sure 
you will bump into one another again 
sooner, rather than later. "Jewish geog
raphy." Why say hello? It will make you 
feel good to know that there are other 
Jews nearby. 

On the subject ofJewish geography, 
visit the Hillel on campus or the one 
closest to campus. You do not have to be 
affiliated with a temple to take part in 
Hillel activities. There will be Jews of all 
shapes and sizes in a place where you can 
enjoy one another's company. 

Once you have become accustomed 
to school and Hillel, ask the Hillel 
director about the birthright to Israel 
program. Most of the Hillels partici
pate in this program. Going to Israel 
with fellow students is a wonderful way 
to experience the full essence of being a 
college-age Jew, and you will be able to 
share your experiences throughout the 
rest of your college career. 

D o not forget to subscribe to the 
Jewish Voice and Herald. You can sub
scribe by calling now, before you leave 
for school. Or, you can catch us online 
at www.jvhri.org. If you have an inter
esting Jewish story or news, please for
ward it to us at the Voice and Herald at 
voiceherald@jfri.org. We would be glad 

to review it and hopefully publish it in 
the paper. 

Be proud of who you are - a nice, 
bright, intelligent, young Jewish adult. 
Your parents and family are happy for 
you as well as proud. Speaking of family, 
please call mom and your grandmother 

once in a while. Do not text grandma. It 
will only upset her. 

Marty Cooper is the interim managing 
editor of1he Jewish Voice & H erald. 

He can be reached at martycooper@cox. 
net. 

l 
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FROM THE OLD OLIVETTI 

Left and right, 
there is Anti-Semitism 

ecently the Forward and New York Times made reference to the 
revival ofJewish culture in Poland. Jewish style restaurants open
mg, klezmer bands playing, derelict synagogues being restored, 
a festival of Jewish culture every June bringing thousands of 

people to sing and dance to Jewish songs. "The only thing missing," the Times 
reporter noted, "are Jews." Both articles discussed the usually tortured relation
ship between Poles and the Jews who used to live among them. Before the Nazi 
invasion one-tenth of the population was Jewish (3.5 million people), now there 
are about 10,000 in the country. Before the Nazis, Poland was a land of persecu
tion. After the Nazis there were renewed pogroms when surviving Jews tried to 
return home, and again in the late '60s in response to the Communist anger over 
the success oflsrael in '67 and the associated "blame the Jews for the civil unrest" 
of 1968. 

A Polish friend tells me that to this day Poles see the greatest threats to their 
national existence coming from Germany, Russia and the Jews. He 
added that he was not listing the perceived threats in order. "But 
there are no Jews in Poland," I said. "Yes," he said "but there are 
anti-Semites." So this Jewish revival, largely by Christians, is as 
welcome as it is surprising. But why is there this sudden interest in 
reviving a destroyed culture? Maybe it's a progressive counterpoint 
to conservative nationalist strains in Polish politics. 

In another Times story complaints were made about, Tadeusz 
Rydzyk, a Polish priest whose radio program is used as a spring-

tein board to create "a conservative Catholic media empire." Both on 
the air and in secretly taped conversations Fr. Rydzyk has been 

heard making anti-Semitic remarks. He says that he is the victim of entrapment 
and suggested the tapes had been tampered with, but he's not denied making the 
statements. 

An American friend, who loves to send me stuff off the Internet demonstrat
ing that "the left" is becoming, or already is, anti-Semitic, sent me a story out of 
England. (I trust nothing that people send on the Internet without first running 
it through one or more of the urban legends sites. I've seen nothing yet that con
tradicts this, but I can't swear to it.) The piece says that opposition to the Iraq war 
and loathing of Israel has led the self-styled 'anti-racist' Left to make common 
cause with Islamonazis. And "anti-Zionism" soon tips over into straight- forward 
Anti-Semitism. A Daily Observer columnist comments on what he calls the 
casual anti-Jewish sentiment around Left-wing dinner tables and in the salons of 
Islington. (In the 1930'sit was conservatives who held these dinner parties and 
over the table made snide anti-Jewish remarks.) He is appalled by the way his old 
comrades-in-arms have embraced terrorist groups like Hezbollah. There's more, 
but you get the point. A Labour MP says he's disgusted at the way many on the 
Left have become almost casually and routinely anti-Semitic. "We wouldn't have 
seen this ten or 15 years ago. This idea that in some way there's a conspiracy of 
Jews running the world goes back to the Protocols of the Elders of Zion in the 
last century. We've seen this before, and now it's resurgent." The Internet piece 
concludes with the usual "the American left is anti-Israel" statement that makes 
me suspect the validity of the whole. Well, to right wing ideologues, I guess 
that's true, but there are many people left of center, farther left than I am, (if you 
can imagine such a thing) who love Israel and what it has been able to accomplish 
despite its myriad problems. And there are no right-wing anti-Semitic bigots 
here? P 'lease! 

So what gives? Conservatives are anti-Semitic in Poland, Liberals are anti
Semitic in England. Was Herzl right? Do Jews carry anti-Semitism with us in 
our knapsacks as we are forced to wander from place to place? He was writing in 
a different era, when from Russia to France anti-Jewish outbreaks were endemic 
(pogroms in the former, Anti-Dreyfusards in the latter). Or in the post-holocaust 
world is "anti-Semite" merely what you call your political opponents? 

Submission Guidelines 
Submissions must be signed and include city of residence and 
telephone number. Letters should be limited to 250 words, and 
Viewpoint pieces to 700 words. Submissions may be edited 
for length. Send submissions to: Jewish Voice & Herald, 130 
Sessions St., Providence, RI 02906, or E-mail to: voiceheraldO 
jfrl.org. 
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Opinion 
NoT ALONE 

Philanthropy 
ws, as a group, demonstrate 
emarkable generosity. In the 
nited States we give dispro

ortionately to philanthropic 
c , f this we should be proud. 

The shocking dimension of this oth
erwise impressive fact is that very little 
- including the largest gifts - go to 
identifiably Jewish causes. 

According to a 2003 report by Gary 
Tobin and his colleagues at the Center 
for Jewish & Community Research, 
Jews gave 22% of all the individual 
"mega-gifts" - those of at least $10 mil
lion-to non-profits between 1995 and 
2000. This small segment of the popula
tion, only 2.5%, contributed 18% of the 

Island Jewish community might not be 
the wealthiest, there are many individu
als and families who have been blessed 
with financial success well beyond their 
needs. Many of these 
individuals are already 
generous, but we must 
ask these people to con
sider doing more. 

I cannot find sta-
tistics as to the wealth • 
of Rhode Islanders in Afan 
general or Jewish Rhode • 
Islanders in particular, Krmsky 
but is it beyond the realm 
of imagination that there are, say, ten 
multi-millionaire Jews in Rhode Island 

Jews gave 22% of all the individual "mega-gifts" 
- those of at least $10 million - to non-profits 
between 1995 and 2000. 

actual total $29.3 billion in mega-gifts. 
This is stunning evidence of generosity 
and deserving of our admiration. 

Nevertheless, out of the $5.3 bil
lion given by Jews through mega-gifts, 
only 18 donations totaling $318.25 mil
lion dollars went to Jewish causes. Some 
94% of Jewish charitable dollars went to -
general causes, only 6% to distinctively 
Jewish institutions. 

In 2006, approximately a third 
of the 60 entries on the Chronicle of 
Philanthropy's list of largest charitable 
donations were from Jews. According 
to the Forward, only four of these dona
tions included gifts to Jewish organiza
tions. 

In my previous column, I argued 
that (1) the future of Jewish community 
and all of Federation's endeavors require 
the cultivation ofliterate, fluent Jews, (2) 
quality Jewish day school education is 
the only way to achieve this end, (3) the 
entire community benefits from Jewish 
day school education, (4) money from 
tuition dollars alone cannot finance this, 
and (5) funding Jewish education is truly 
a communal responsibility. 

If we truly value Jewish continuity 
then we must, as a community, make 
Jewish education a priority, a top prior
ity. 

This means that community leaders, 
even those without children in school, 
need to support Jewish education, in their 
words, , their votes and their generosity. 
This means that the most affluent among 
us, the ones who give so generously to 
any number of Jewish and not specifi
cally Jewish causes ought to give gener
ously to support Jewish education. They 
should give so that it is affordable for all 
who desire it, to the point that hundreds 
of more children enroll, to the point that 
our schools need not worry year after 
year how to make their budgets, to the 
point that we pay our teachers and other 
professionals salaries commensurate 
with their commitment and work. 

I am told that although the Rhode 

who could afford to give $1 million dol
lars each to create a superfund for Jewish 
education? Or, perhaps have 20 families 
to contribute a half-million dollars each 
to set up such a fund? More modestly, 
could 50 families contribute $100,000 
each? Perhaps we need only one, two or 
thrne. donors to put- a sizable amount of 
money on the table as a matching fund 
for other contributions? In any of these 
scenarios, the monies would allow our 
schools and even the after-school pro
grams to grow in numbers and excellence, 
while securing a long-term future. 

We need to look at other examples
Chicago, Seattle, Boston, and most 
recently, metro-west New Jersey-and 
imagine transforming local Jewish edu
cation with multi-million dollar gifts. 

This new giving will, no doubt, 
require a new level of accountability. 
Philanthropists today, especially those 
offering mega-gifts, must know with 
confidence that their gifts are being 
used responsibly and productively. Vl/e 
will need to make our institutions more 
transparent, with clearly defined bench
marks and ongoing program evaluation, 
adhering to a practice-and not merely a 
rhetoric--of excellence. 

We need leaders . Are you one of 
those leaders? Perhaps you are a friend 
or an acquaintance of one of them? The 
people we need to reach are those who 
already are generous, but whose generos
ity does not yet extend, or extend much 
percentage-wise, to specifically Jewish 
causes. 

We must ask the question: is there 
anything distinguishably Jewish worth 
preserving? Have all of our distinctively 
Jewish values been absorbed by the gen
eral culture to the point that we should 
shun Jewish distinctiveness and com
plete the descent into assimilation? I am 
confident that most of you would join me 
in answering yes to the first question and 
no the second. Such is the topic, perhaps, 
for a future column. 
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Opinion 

-~ Latin ·Mass cause for concern 
NEW YORK OTA) - With anti

Semitism resurgent in the world, one cif 
the encouraging elements for the Jewish 
people, particularly if one is to compare 
things today to the 1930s and 1940s, is 
the remarkable change in the Catholic 
Church 's attitudes toward Jews. 

In the past four decades, a concep-

t 
tual revolution 
has taken place 
in the Church's 
relationship with 
the Jewish people. 
The first step came 
with Vatican II 
and its landmark 
document N ostra 
Aerate in 1965, 
which repudi
ated the centu' Abraham H. Foxman ries-old "deicide" 
charge against all 

Jews, stressed the religious bond shared 
by Jews and Catholics, reaffirmed the 
eternal covenant between God and the 
People of I srael, and dismissed Church 
interest in trying to baptize Jews. 

This theological revolution then 
moved forward dramatically through 
the papacy of Pope John Paul II. Fur
ther documents rejected anti-Semitism 
and the destructive doctrine of superses
sionism - the notion that Christianity 
supersedes Judaism as the true religion 
- and the VatiQln decjged.to r~cognize 
and establish· 'diplcfinatii: relations-' ·ifh 
the State oflsrael. 

In short, during the past four 
decades , the Church has made great 
strides in reversing a 2,000-year history 
of anti-Semitism. 

That is why the decision by the Vati
can to restore a wider use of the Latin 
Mass with the inclusion of the prayer for 
the conversion of the Jews in the name 
of taking them out of the darknes~ is so 
disturbing. I was in Rome in the days 
leading up to the announcement of the 
revival of the Latin Mass containing the 
conversion prayer, and quickly made my 
strong objections known in meetings 
with Vatican officials. 

The main reason to be disturbed by 
the return of this Vatican-sanctioned 
prayer is that it threatens to under
mine the conceptual underpinnings 
of so much that has happened over 40 
years - Pope John Paul !I's eloquently 
expressed statement that Judaism is "the 
elder brother" of Christianity; that it has 
a legitimacy and validity of its own; that 
it has an unbroken covenant with God. 
It is this conceptual breakthrough - one 
that has provided the framework for all 
the specific, positive steps to emerge 
- that is now being challenged. 

Of course, the implementation and 
filtering down to the pews of the Vatican 
II changes and subsequent reforms have 
been uneven and require much hard 
work and good will. Recent polls of 
attitudes toward Jews in five European 
countries and the extreme level of anti
Semitism found in two of them - Poland 

and Spain - can surely be attributed to 
the survival of old Church prejudices 
and teachings. We know this to be true 
of Latin America, as well. 

Yet in many places, particularly in 
the United States, students in Catholic 
schools are being exposed to positive 
views about Jews. Most important the 
Vatican, a hierarchical system, had put 
in play a conceptual basis for change on 
the ground wherever the Church was 
present. In the United States, Catholic
Jewish relations are strong - a testament 
to the variety of interfaith programs 
involving students, lay teachers, priests 
and nuns . 

The wider use of the Latin Mass \¥ill 
make it more difficult to implement the 
doctrines of Vatican II and Pope John 
Paul II , and could even set in motion 
retrograde forces within the Church on 
the subject of the Jews, none of which 
are in the interest of either the Church 
or the Jewish people. 

It is our hope that the decision is not 
one written in stone and that Catholics 
and Jews of good will can work together 
to persuade the Holy See to re-examine 
its decision. 

Abraham H. Foxman is national 
director of the Anti-Defamation League 
and author of the book "The Deadliest Lies: 
The Israel Lobby and the Myth of Jewish 
Control, • to be published in September by 
Pa/grave Macmillan. 
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ALISON ON 

ALIYAH 

Alison and her fiance Michael 

Ailson Stern Golub is 

busy making plans for 
her upcoming wedding 
and will return soon. 

Flicker of hope over the old neighborhood 
By Scott Turner 

For lack of coogregaots, aimost 53 
three years to the day that it was dedicated, 
my neighborhood synagog'ue, the "Con
course Center ofl srael," closed its doors in 
the summer of 1977. Within a month, the 
sign on the building read, "Love Gospel 
Assembly." 

That summer I shared an apartment 
with my brother, who worked on an 
asphalt crew. I planned to return for my 
junior year of college in mid-August. I 
worked the 5 a. m. to 1:30 p.m. shift at a 
local golf course. My arrival would coin
cide with the departure of the ghost, as we 
called him, a fellow who climbed the front 
gate before dawn to sprint the fairways, 
whacking a golf ball along the way, and 
disappearing into mists. 

Our apartment was the same one in 
which we'd grown up, in which my mother 
was raised, in what had degraded into a 
decayed stretch of the Bronx. 

The apartment contained soiled mat
tresses, a bare-armed horsehair couch and 
rattletrap refr igerator. Echoes produced 
within this spa rseness countered the shad
ows and sounds that remained from the 
beatings and rebukes of ou r childhood. 

My brother and I were the last long
time residents on the block. A ll 54 other 
apartments in the building, for example, 

had relatively new tenants. Every child
hood friend had moved. No store I knew 
as a child, from the Irish deli to the kosher 
butcher, remained. 

I'd survived my upbringing partly 
through crackerjack observations skills. 
Often I was the first to see a gun tucked 
into a waistband or a gang coming down 
from Fordham Road to bust heads. I knew 
where to hide when my father came home 
drunk. 

In the summer of 1977 I used my 
observation skills to expand my place in 
the world. The trigger was a lone bird that 
flashed golden wings on the golf course 
fairway. 

With borrowed binoculars and field 
guide, I determined that this bird was 
a Yellow-Shafted Flicker, now called 
Northern Flicker. It was a male, with a 
black mustache, gray crown and red chev
ron on the back of the head. The yellow 
shafts of the primary flight feathers pro
duced the golden wings. 

Out of nowhere my space now included 
glittering creatures, not just struggling or 
desperate people, with whom I believed I 
shared a common destiny. 

D uring the blackout that summer, 
the apartment building across the street 
burned. Rioters looted and torched the 
supermarket, Laundromat, candy store, 

even the fish market. Once the "Con
course Center oflsrael" was my sanctuary. 
For the rest of the season the narrow tree
lined fairways and rolling terrain of the 
golf course became a refuge from the reek 
of wet embers. 

In August my brother lost his girl
friend to a gang leader, and in revenge, 
stole the gangster's red Pontiac Firebird. 
The day after I left for college the gang 
battered down the front door and oblit
erated the apartment. My brother fled up 
the fire escape and across the roof. My 
family cleared the mess and forfeited the 
lease after 40 years. 

Among gang members, "Ghost 
Town" is slang for the Bronx. I thank the 
Flicker and its spectacular underside of 
yellow-shafted feathers for helping me not 
to become another Bronx specter in the 
summer of 1977. 

Thirty years is not too late to express 
two Jewish benedictions of gratitude. On 
seeing a stunning person, tree, or field : 
Blessed are You, G-D, who has this in 
your universe. And, on witnessing an 
unusual-looking person or other animal: 
Blessed are You, G -D, who makes crea
tures different. Amen. 

Scott Turner is a Providence resident and 
is an occasional contributor to the ] V&H. 
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ETHIOPIA 
From page 1 

In Ethiopia, the group visited 
both Addis Ababa, the departure 
point, and the Gondar region 
in the north, where Jews, called 
Falashas - the outsiders - have 
lived in isolation as shepherds, 
farmers, blacksmiths, potters and 
basket weavers for millennia. 

InGondar 
It is a two-day bus ride from 

Addis Ababa, the capital city in 
central Ethiopia, to Gondar. The 
UJC group flew on a small plane 
to the region and landed in an air
port "that could easily have sheep 
grazing on it," Silberfarb says. 

They traveled off-road in a 
convoy towards a compound run 
by the Jewish Agency for Israel 
OAF!), and the Jewish Joint 
Distribution Committee ODC), 
overseas partners of the Federa
tions and UJC. The transit camp 
and medical clinic provide a 
variety of services to those wai
ting to make aliyah, sometimes 
for years, - from health care, to 
food, to Hebrew lessons. 

The rumblings of the jeeps 
brought nearby villagers swar
ming down from the green hills, 
making a commotion, gesticula
ting, begging for food, for money, 
for hope. 

"It is a land of abject poverty," 
Feinberg says. 

In Gondar, their guide, Asher 
Seyum, points to an emaciated 
shepherd boy. "That was me when 
I was 12," he says. He walked his 
small herd of goats from sunrise 
to sundown. He made aliyah and 
today is the director of an absorp
tion center in Israel. 

"We, as Jews, gave him 
dignity. You can see how he 
shines," says Dr. Jenn is. 

Asher is but one of the inspi
ring olim the group met on their 
trip. The challenge, says Silber
farb, is to be able to provide other 
immigrants like Asher the tools 
needed to succeed. 

The process begins 
Those about to make aliyah 

are processed in two weeks 
through the Israeli embassy in 
Addis Ababa, the departure 
point. JAFI and JDC maintain a 
residential compound and medi
cal clinic for the hundreds who 
depart each month for Israel. 

During that time, the emigres 
receive passports, health scree
nings, immunizations, and begin 
to learn H ebrew and everyday life 
skills. 

Feinberg shares a lighter 
moment in the process. 

Inside the embassy, she found 
herself instructing a crowd of con
fused emigres how to brush their 
teeth. 

She holds up a toothbrush 
and points to her teeth. 

("They have pretty good 
teeth," she says later. "They scrape 
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DORIS FEINBERG of Newport visits with families about to immigrate in Addis Ababa. She was moved by their spirit, as well as that of her 
fellow Jews. " Do you know of any other people who take an entire population out of Africa and lead them to freedom?" she asks. 

OPERATION PROMISE 
WHAT: Operation Promise is supported by donations to the 

annual campaign at the Jewish Federation of R.l. and federations 
nationwide. A portion of the donations are allocated for overseas 
needs, through United Jewish Communities' (UJC) partner orga
nizations. 

ALIYAH COSTS: $895 supports residential compound ser
vices for one person; $425 additional for each person's flight to 
Israel. 

The UJC campaign, begun in 2005, seeks to raise a total of 
$160 million, to cover the aliyah and absorption costs for approxi
mately 20,000 Ethiopian Jews. 

ONLINE VIDEO: Go to www.ujc.org, click on Operation 
Promise. 

their teeth with a certain kind of 
tree bark.") 

Do not chew on the brush or 
scrape it against your teeth, she 
instructs, showing them what not 
to do. 

She holds up a tube of too
thpaste and shows how to take 
off the cap and the little sliver of 
silver foil over the opening. Do 
not eat the foil, she says. 

She squeezes the paste on the 
bristles and begins to brush. There 
is no sink to rinse in, so she spits 
into a toilet bowl. They do the 
same. She hopes they will brush 
and spit into a sink when they get 
to Israel, and not the toilet bowl. 

"I didn't even get to flossing 
and I'm married to a dentist," she 
says with a laugh. 

The emigres, who tradi
tionally wash in the river, learn 
about soap. The lemon on the 
liquid soap container docs not 
mean the item is fo r eating. 

They learn how to cook on 
a stove. You should not blow out 
the lire on the stove to turn it off 
they are told. 

A chocolate bar is candy, a 

treat. "One Ethiopian mother had 
been giving her son a Hershey 
bar three times a day for break
fast, lunch and dinner," says Dr. 
Jennis. 

Departure 
On the day of the departure, 

the group making aliyah and the 
UJC visitors gather in the Israeli 
embassy. There is both hope and 
fear in those darks eyes, says Sil
berfarb. 

Dr. Jennis gives the child
ren backpacks. They put them on 
excitedly. Inside is a water bottle 
and clothes for the new country! 
They are proud. 

Their UJC guide, Asher, 
speaks to the group in their native 
language of Amharic to reassure 
them. 

"They face a huge welcome 
when they get to Israel, but an 
uncertain future," Silbcrfarb says. 
"This trip was a stark, visual and 
emotional reminder that, but for 
us, the American Jewish commu
nity, they won't make it without 
what we do." 

Eat your porridge! 

Ethiopian rtporl contrnu,s on th, following pag,s 
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One doctor, so many patients 

clinic in Addis Ababa. He went as a volunteer for 
six weeks in 1990, and is still there. 

CHARTS ON THE WALL, above, track medical conditions 
and treatment. 

I 
i -
--' 

II GYP T 

The immunization room. 
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He came as a volunteer doctor for six weeks. That 
was 17 years ago. 

Dr. Rick Hodes has been treating Ethiopian Jews 
and the general population since 1990. He has adopted 
five Ethiopian orphans; every Friday night the family 
invites visitors from abroad to share a vegetarian Shab
bat dinner at his small home. 

A New York nativ~, he taught medicine at Abbis 
Ababa University from 1985 to 1988 on a Fulbright fel
lowship. Hearing of the desperate situation of the Jews 
in the city waiting to make aliyah, he called the Jewish 
Joint Distribution Committee_ and volunteered to-help. 
He spoke Amharic and was familiar with the doctors 
and hospitals and clinics. 

Today, Dr. Hodes is in charge of providing the 
health care for all of the Ethiopian Jews who receive 
trearment at JDC medical clinics in Addis Ababa and 
Gondar, in the north. Each clinic treats about 100 
patients per day, suffering from colds, intestinal para
sites, skin diseases, pneumonia, tuberculosis and mal
nutrition. He also supervises a supplemental feeding 
program for the severely malnourished. 

He also volunteers at Mother Teresa's clinic, where 
most of the patiepts he treats have tuberculosis and 
HIV/AIDS. 

When Dr. Bonnie SteinbergJennis visited the clin
ics on the recent Federation mission in July, she found 
that while the healthcare in Ethiopia is "abysmal," the 
JDC medical program has reduced the mortality by half 
that of the general population, and dramatically elevated 
the overall health of those who attend counseling, nutri
tion and wellness programs. 

Some comparative data of patients seen in JDC 
clinics and the general Eth iopian population: 

JDC Ethiopia 
Medical 
doctors/ 
population ............. 1/2600 1/37,400 

Births in 
Hospital/ 
Clinic ... ....... ........... 71% 5% 

Infant 
Immunization ........ >95% 17% 

In June, the clinics provided care for approximately 
8,300 people in these two clinics. They are open 7 days a 
week. Lab tests, medicine and hospitalization are free. 

-MaryKorr 

...., ............. _~-



August 10, 2007 

AT~ Et~}~ 
4t h Century CE 
Christianity is introduced into the Axum dynasty in 
Ethiopia. 

13th Century 

9th Century 
Earliest reference to Beta Israel appears in' 
traveler Eldad Hadani's diary. He claims 
he was a citizen of autonomous Jewish 
State in eastern Africa. 

The Solomic dynasty assumes control. The next 300 years, 
intermittent wars are fought between Christian kings of Ethiopia 
and those of Beta Israel. 

1622 
Christians conquer the Ethiopian Jewish 
Kingdom. Jews are sold as slaves, forced 
to baptize, and denied right to own land. 

1864 

1769 
Scottish explorer James Bruce awakens the 
western world to the existence of Ethiopian 
Jews in his travels to discover the Nile. 

Rabbi Azriel Hildesheimer, of Germany, calls for spiritual rescue of 
Ethiopian Jewry. 

1935-1941 
The Italian fascist army, led by General Emlio De Bono, 
conquers Ethiopia. They met resistance from Ethiopian 
partisans, including the Jews. 

* 1984 

1977-1984 
Approximately 8,000 Ethiopian Jews are 
brought to Israel by covert action. 

The massive airlift know as Operation Moses, a 
covert rescue operation, begins Nov. 18th, ending 
on Jan. 5th, 1985. 6,500 Ethiopian Jews are flown 
from Sudan to Israel, but public disclosure forces an 
abrupt end. 

1991 
Rebel forces overthrow govt. Israel asks the 
U.S. to urge rebels to allow a rescue operation, 
and on May 24-2Sth, Operation Solomon airlifts 
14,324 Jews to Israel on 34 El Al jets in just over 
36hours. 

2005- Present 
UJC's Operation Promise begins, 
and is ongoing. 
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FALASH MURA, ETHIOPIAN JEWS whose ancestors converted to Christi
anity, seek a return to Judaism and a chance to emigrate. 

The plight of the Falash Mura 
The Ethiopian Jews, known as Beta Israel; House ofl srael, are now 

in Israel. But thousands of candidates for aliyah from the "Falash Mura," 
those Ethiopians whose ancestors were forced to convert to Christianity, 
wait for approval. 

This year, 4000 are expected to immigrate to Israel, but the issue 
is complex and fraught with controversy among Israeli officials, family 
members already in Israel, and humanitarian advocates. 

Although Israel's Chief Rabbinate certified the Falash M ura as Jews, 
the difficulty in determining who meets the qualifications for aliyah 
under the Law of Return is nearly impossible. Instead, the Ethiopians 
arrive under the Law of Entry, a humanitarian law which allows entry to 
those who have immediate family in Israel. 

Many Falash Mura have been waiting for as long as nine years to 
receive approval. 

H undreds of those waiting for approval line up each day by the 
Israeli Embassy in Addis Ababa. They have left their villages and liveli
hood to be near the Israeli officials who can decide their fate . They live in 
shantytowns in homes built of tin and scrap materials. 

"They sit and they wait and wait and wait," Doris Feinberg says. 
"Even the children are quiet. No one moves. They give you pieces of 
paper that say: Help me." 

H ere are excerpts from two of these missives: 
July 9, 2007 

Dear sirs/Mesdames, 
We are 'Bete' Israelis found in Addis Ababa. We didn't receive any 

financial, medical or house rent assistance from the Missionary. Besides 
that we have maintained our religion and we are conducting prayer at a 
rented prayer house. 

Thus we respectfully urge you to continue with your previous coop
eration and reunite us with our families . . . 

Thanks to our God, to the God of our forefathers 
"The Shepherd of Israel never Doze or sleep" 

To all Jewish communities around the world, 
Thanks to AJDC (American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee) 

for covering our medical expenses and helping food for the elderly people 
who are getting weak from time to time. The rest of us and most of the 
children are struggling to do different types of activities to keep our
selves alive. Boys are shoe shining and doing simple activities while the 
rest of us are doing as daily laborers whenever we get the chance . .. 

- M ary Kon-
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READY AND WAITING - backpacks are packed and children wait patiently to leave for Israel. 
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CALENDAR Beach at the foot of Bay Rd. All St. 
invited to welcome Shabbat on 1 p.m. atTouro Synagogue, 

Letter reading event with key
note speaker Ruth Simmons, 
president of Brown University. 
Registration is required. S75 for 
members, SlOO non-members. 
For information, contact Robin 
Kauffman, 847-4794, ext. 14, 
robin@tourosynagogue.org or 
www.tourosynagogue.org. 

open house 
10 a.m. to noon. Temple 

Emanu-El, 99 Taft Ave., Provi
dence. The temple is holding 
another open house this year on 
Thurs., Aug. 30, from 6:15 p.m. 
to 8:15 p.m. 

and various temple committees 
will be on hand to greet attendees 
and answer questions. Refresh
ments will be served. For more 
information, call the Temple at 
331-6070. 

From page 2 

Bob Kerr, Yiddish sing at 
Emanu-El Leisure Club 
10 to 10:50 a.m.: "Current 

Events," Bob Kerr, Providence 
Journal columnist 

11:10 a.m. to noon: "Yiddish 
Sing-Along," Maia Brumberg
Kraus 

Meet author Michael Kohn 
6:30 to 8 p.m. Providence 

Public Library, 150 Empire St., 
in the Barnard room (3rd floor). 
Michael Kohn, author of"Lonely 
Planet Guidebook Dateline Mon
golia: An American Journalist in 
Nomad's Land," will speak. For 
more information, contact Tonia 
Mason, 455-8090. 

FRI., AUG. 17 
Temple Beth-El Shahhat 

under the stars 
6 p.m. Temple Beth-El, 70 

Orchard Ave., Providence. Unaf
filiated friends as well as Temple 
members welcome. BBQ on the 
Julie Claire Gutterman patio 
starting at 6 p.m., followed by 
service under the stars at 7 p.m. 
Food and activities for kids; ice 
cream social. A SS donation per 
member, and non-members will 
be guests. A vegetarian alterna
tive to the BBQ will be available 
if requested. RSVP by Aug. 14 at 
331-6070. 

the shores of Narragansett Bay as 
the sun sets and Shabbat begins 
with Rabbi Andrew Klein and 
the Temple Habonim commu
nity. 

In the event of rain, services 
will be held in temple sanctuary.) 
For more information, call 245-
6536. 

SAT., AUG. 18 
Hahonim's Havdalah 

service / High Holy Days 
preparation 

7:30 p.m. Temple Habonim, 
165 New Meadow Rd., Bar
rington. All welcome to 
join Rabbi Klein and Temple 
Habonim community for social
izing, refreshments, and a 
Havdalah service· to conclude 
Shabbat - followed by activi
ties to explore the themes of the 
High Holy Days and prepare for 
the year to come. For more infor
mation, call 245-6536. 

Washington letter reading 
weekend at Touro 

Sat., Aug. 18: 
8:45 a.m. Morning-prayer 

services atTouro Synagogue 
2 p.m. Lecture "Viewing 

Colonial Newport through the 
Prism of Jewish History" pre
sented by Dr. Stephen Kaplan, 
followed by a choice of three 
guided walking tours. 

Sun., Aug. 19: Habonim Kabbalat 
Shabbat beach service 10:30 a.m. Touro Synagogue 

6:15 p.m. Kabbalat Shah- Foundation annual meeting at 
bat Service on Barrington Town the Levi Gale House on Touro 

TO TAME ALL OF YOUR INSURANCE PROBLEMS, 
CA LL ROY FINKELMAN AT 274-0303 Xll4. 

THE EGIS GROUP 
Insurance • Pension • Employee Benefits 

Lloyd's, London, Correspondents 

81 S. ANGELL STREET· PROVIDENCE · 274-0303 · EGISGROUPCOM 

SUN., AUG. 19 
Agudas Achim open house 

9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 901 
North Main St., Attleboro, MA. 

Kim Bodemer, education 
director and Rabbi Elyse Wech
terman will be available to discuss 
their nationally recognized Shah
bat B'Yachad programs which are 
designed to join the school and 
larger synagogue community. 
For more information, contact 
the synagogue at 508-222-2243 
or at www.agudasma.org. 

SUN.,AUG. 26 
Lower East Side Festival 

For more information call 
331-1616. 

WED.,AUG. 29 
Temple Hahonim 

open house 
7 p.m. Open house at Temple 

Habonim, 165 New Meadow 
Rd., Barrington. All are wel
come to meet entire temple com
munity, including Rabbi Klein. 
Refreshments served, arts and 
crafts projects for youngsters. 
Call 245-6536 with questions. 

THURS., AUG. 30 
Temple Emanu-El 

open house 
From 6:15 p.m. to 8:15 p.m. 

Temple Emanu-EI, 99 Taft Ave., 
Providence. For more informa
tion, call 331-1616. 

UPCOMING 

WED., SEPT.5 
Temple Beth-El open house 

7 p.m. 70 Orchard Ave., 
Providence. Open house for those 
interested in temple membership. 
Open to the whole family, mem
bers of the clergy, school, staff 

FRI., SEPT. 7 
Friday School open house 

4 p.m. The Friday School, a 
cooperative Jewish school which 
meets every Friday afternoon 
will be holding an open house 
at the JCC. For more informa
tion, contact Steven Schwartz 
at 440-4028, sschwartz@thefri
dayschool.org or visit website at 
http://www.thefridayschool.org. 

SUN., SEPT. 9 
JCC, Miriam road races 

Youth races begin at 9 a.m., 
followed by the SK race at 10 a.m. 
Both races will start at the JCC at 
401 Elmgrove Ave. All children 
will receive medals and t-shirts. 
The adult SK is open to men and 
women of all ages, with cash 
prizes. Refreshments, JCC open 
house. For more information visit 
wwwJccri.org or call 861-8800. 

JCC past presidents' event 
6 p.m. Ledg~mont Coun

try Club in Seekonk. Tribute to 
JCC past presidents. Sponsor
ship opportunities are available. 
For information, contact Kevin 
Olson, 861-8800 or e-mail devel
opm~nt<l¥tcri._org 

11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Lippitt 
Park (corner of Blackstone Blvd. 
and Hope St. in Providence). 
Free admission. Entertainment 
includes: Grammy Award winner 
Bill Harley, Klezphonics, Mashke, 
and Danoe the Clown. Food, 
shopping, information about local 
Jewish organizations, and more 
will also be available. For more 
information, visit www.jccri.org. 
If you are interested in being a 
vendor at the event, contact Sue 
Suls at the JCC, ssuls@jccri.org. 

Temple Emanu-El 

SEND us YOUR CALENDAR LISTINGS - indude time, date, location and tele
phone number. Notices must be received 2 weeks prior to publication date. 
E-mail to: voiceherald@jfri.org; Fax to: 401-331-7961,or mail to: Jewish Voice 
& Herald, 130 Sessions St., Providence, RI 02906-Attn: Calendar. 

Live in elegant surroundings, enriched 
with a distinctive cultural ambiance. 
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News Briefs 
Olmert, Abbas meet 

JERICBO: Israel's Prime 
Minister Ehud Olmert and Pal
estinian president Mahmoud 
Abbas met in Jericho this week 
to respond to some of the issues 
dividing them and to meet Pal
estinian demands for an inde
pendent state on the West Bank. 
Amidst heavy security, they 
agreed to work together on day
to-day issues and on moving 
toward a two-state solution. But 
they disagreed on timing for the 
latter; Israel spokespeople stating 
that it is not ready to begin nego
tiations on the details of such an 
agreement. Both sides said that 
there will be further such meet
ings and that the talks in Jericho 
were just the beginning of the 
process. (New York Times) 

Eliminating 
road blocks 

ning to ease Palestinian traffic on floating around for some time 
the West Bank by closing down and Peres is known to favor it. 
many oflsrael's 500 roadblocks, OTA) 

checkpoints and other impedi- Arms to Saudi Arabia 
ments to travel. After removing 
these, Israel would then consider WASHINGTON: More 
transferring responsibility for than 100 members of the House 
some West Bank enclaves to Pal- of Representatives have signed 
estinian control. (Ha'aretz) a letter to President Bush stat-

Annexation hinted at ing that they will try to stop 
his proposed sale of arms to 

JERUSALEM: Yet another Saudi Arabia. Most of the sign
indication of how relations with ers are Democrats but about 15 
the Palestinian Authority are are Republicans. The letter said, 
developing came this week from in part: "Saudi Arabia has not 
the office of Israel's President behaved like an ally of the United 
Shimon Peres. He has submit- States. They have exported fight
ted a proposal to Prime Minister ers and suicide bombers to Iraq. 
Olmert in which Israel would They have provided funding for 
annex about five percent of the terrorist activities throughout the 
West Bank , in exchange for a world." The Bush administration 
similar amount of Israeli land proposed the $20 billion arms 
to be given to the Palestinian sale this month as part of a pack
state. This would bring that larg- age that also increases defense 
est Jewish settlements into Israel aid to Israel. OTA) 

proper and enable Palestinians Deaths: Cardinal 
JERUSALEM: An indica- living in predominately Arab 

tion of just how conditions might areas of Israel to become citi- Lustiger, Raoul 
be eased for West Bank Pales- zens of Palestine. Olmert's office Hilberg 
tinians has come from Israeli denies having received such a PARIS: The death of one of 
sources that are said to be plan- suggestion but the idea has been the few Jewish-born Cardinals in 
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President Bush, with the crown prince of Saudi Arabia at the presi
dent's Texas ranch in April 2002. 

modern history took place this bert wrote a definitive study of 
week when Cardinal Jean-Marie the Holocaust in 1961 that was 
Lustiger, 80, died of cancer. referred to constantly during the 
Lustiger, the son of Polish Jewish trial of Adolf Eichmann in Jeru
refugees, converted while hiding salem in 1962. Hilberg, a refugee 
out in Catholic boarding schools from Austria, returned to Europe 
during World War II. He was as an American soldier during 
considered a mainstream Vati- World War II and discovered 
can thinker and often spoke out H itler's private papers and books 
against anti-Semitism. In Ver- in Munich which prompted his 
mont, another Jew with connec- interest in writing about National 
tions to the Holocaust, Raoul Socialism. OTA) 
Hilberg, 81, died of cancer. Hil- - Compiled by Yehuda L ev 

CARDINAL LUSTIG ER at one of the World Jewish Congress dialogues 
with Israel Chief Rabbi Meir Lau. 

Lustiger: friend, 
puzzle to Jews 

By Ben H arris 
NEW YORK OTA) - As he lay dying last week in a Paris 

hospice, Cardinal Jean-Marie Lustiger reached out to his longtime 
friend Rabbi Israel Singer. 

The Jewish-born Catholic official, who served for decades as 
a conduit between the Vatican and the Jewish community, called 
Singer, a former senior official of the World Jewish Congress and a 
major player in the effort to build Catholic-Jewish ties. Singer flew 
to Paris and the two met several times before Lustiger succumbed to 
cancer on Sunday. He was 80. 

"He was completely conscious and aware," said Singer, who called 
Lustiger by his Hebrew name. "Some of the conversations were 25 
years old. 1hey were very moving." 

Born Aaron Lustiger in Paris in 1926, he was the first child of 
secular Polish-Jewish emigres. In 1940 he was sent with his sister 
to live with a Catholic woman following the German occupation of 
France. In August of that year, at age 13, he was baptized, adding 
Jean-Marie to his name. 

See Lustlger, page 34 
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Israel 

Photo: Matty Stern/ BPH Images 

ISRAELI PRIME MINISTER EHUD OLMERT (L) meets with United States Secretary of State Condoleezza 
Rice (R) in the PM's Jerusalem residence, Aug. 1. 

Rice pushes peace plan 
JERUSALEM OTA) 

- Condoleezza Rice is back in 
the Middle East, her efforts to 
promote Israeli-Palestinian rec
onciliation seemingly buoyed by 
regional concerns over Hamas' 
recent takeover of the Gaza 
Strip. 

The U.S. secretary of state 
arrived last Wednesday in Israel 
bearing a potentially ground
breaking pledge by Saudi Arabia 
- a major Islamist power broker 
and client of Washington - to 
participate in a comprehensive 
peace conference. 

"This is a time to seize oppor
tunities - and it is a time to pro
ceed in a prepared and careful 
way, as one does not want to miss 
opportunities because of a lack of 
preparation - but it is nonethe
less a time when we have to take 
advantage of what is before us," 
Rice said after meeting her Israeli 
counterpart, T zipi Livni. 

Rice also met with Israeli 
President Shimon Peres, Defense 
Minister Ehud Barak and Prime 
Minister Ehud Olmert. 

On Thursday, on the last leg 
of her Middle East tour, Rice 
visited Ramallah for talks with 
Palestinian Authority President 
M ahmoud Abbas and Salam 
Fayyad, the Western-backed 
reformist he appointed prime 
minister after firing the previ
ous, H amas-led Cabinet. Rice 
was bidding to energize talks 
between the moderate Abbas and 
Israel as pa rt of a peace push out
lined by President Bush in a July 
16 speech. 

"We do have in the Palestin
ian territories a government that 
is devoted to the international 
principles, the found ational 
principles for peace, and this is 

an opportunity that should not 
be missed," Rice told reporters 
before meeting Abbas. 

Abbas aides said he told Rice 
he was ready to draft with Israel 
a "declaration of principles" for 
final peace negotiations that 
would lead to the foundation of 
a Palestinian state. But Abbas' 
authority is effectively limited to 
the West Bank after rival Hamas 
Islamists took over the Gaza 
Strip in a June coup. 

Abbas burnished his reputa
tion as a pragmatist by vocifer
ously breaking with Hamas after 
the coup. 

Olmert, his popularity hard 
hit by the setbacks of last year's 
Lebanon war, has advanced cau
tiously, approving moves to build 
up Fatah forces in the West Bank 
while balking at the idea of bind
ing negotiations on ultimate Pal
estinian statehood at this stage. 

"Sometimes it is not wise to 
put the most sensitive issues first," 
Livni said at a news conference 
when asked about Abbas' desire 
to discuss final-status issues of 
borders, the rival national claims 
on Jerusalem and the fate of Pal
estinian refugees. 

But Livni added that "Israel 
is not going to miss this opportu
nity. We are not going to miss the 
opportunity to promote dialogue 
with Mahmoud Abbas and the 
Palestinian government." 

Faced with a weakened Abbas 
in the West Bank and the diehard 
hostili ty of Gaza under H amas, 
O lmert has sought broader peace 
initiatives, invoking a Saud i pro
posal fo r comprehensive Arab 
recognition ofl srael in exchange 
for its withdrawal from all ter
ritory captured in the 1967 Six
Day War. 

Though Olmert has frus
trated the Arab world by voicing 
misgivings at the idea of a full 
pullout, the Saudis told Rice in 
Riyadh earlier Wednesday that 
they would be willing to attend 
an as-yet unscheduled peace con
ference that Bush wants to host 
in the fall. 

"When we· get an invitation 
from the minister to attend, when 
this takes place, we will discuss 
it and we will make sure that we 
attend," Saudi Foreign Minister 
Prince Saud al-Faisal said, refer
ring to Rice. State Department 
officials said invitations had yet 
to be issued. 

But the Saudi prince also 
said Israel must be willing to 
respond to "pressures" from the 
Arab world to make concessions 
in terms of territory and resolving 
the Palestinian refugee issue. 

Olmert, who met Rice for 
dinner, welcomed the idea of the 
conference. 

The sudden cooperativeness 
by Saudi Arabia may have come 
in response to Washington's 
decision to sell it billions of dol
lars worth of advanced weaponry 
as a bullwark against an ascen
dant Iran. Though details of a 
sale have not been released, it is 
estimated to be worth about S20 
billion. 

That deal, as well as boosted 
U.S. defense aid to Egypt, has 
stirred concern in Israel, but Rice 
made clear that the Bush admin
istration remained committed 
to preserving the Jewish state's 
mili tary superiority in the region. 
·n ,e Bush proposal also includes 
S30 bi ll ion in defense aid to Israel 
ove r the next 10 years. 
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Jewish groups aid 
bridge victims 

WASHINGTON OTA) 
Minneapolis-area Jews are offer
ing aid and solace to victims of 
the tragic collapse of the I-35W 
Bridge in that city - and giving 
thanks for the survival of a fo rmer 
yeshiva student. 
Among the survivors is 20-year
old Roman Koyrakh - a former 
student at Torah Academy, a 
yeshiva in suburban Minneapo
lis - whose car plunged into the 
Mississippi River. 
"There was a loud bang, and my 
car buckled suddenly," he told 
Vos Iz Neias, a religious news 
Web site. "Dust and smoke shot 
up all around and the next thing 
I knew I was falling, plunging 
headfirst." 

for victims, their families and 
responders, as well as survivors. 
Ordinarily the JCRC would have 
partnered with Nechama: Jewish 
Response to Disaster to aid vic
tims at the site. H owever, direct 
response "was not possible here 
because of the danger," sa id Steve 
Hunegs, the JCRC's executive 
director. "W e've been told [by law 
enforcement] to stand down." 
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Fearing the end, he said the 
Shema prayer, but managed to 
free himself from his seat belt 
and open the car door. He made 
it to dry ground and was taken to 
a hospital, where he was treated 
for minor injuries. 

In the meantime,JC RC promoted 
an interfaith service hosted by 
Temple Israel, a Reform congre
gation, on Aug. 2 . Participants 
included an imam and clergy 
from local churches. They used a 
small interfaith prayer book with 
passages from Christian and 
Jewish liturgy, as well as songs by 
the popular Jewish performer and 
songwriter Debbie Friedman. 
Rabbi Marcia Zimmerman 
described a coming-together of 
several downtown congregations 
located not far from the bridge. 
"We are very connected, and 
we even took a trip to Israel 
together," she said of Jewish, 
Protestant, Roman Catholic and 
Islamic houses of worship all 
within blocks of one another. 
"We have very strong ties." 

The 1-35W Mississippi River bridge in Minneapolis, shortly after it collapsed. 

Koyrakh credited God for his 
survival, telling the news site: 
"Hashem saved me. There's no 
other explanation" for such mir
acles. 
The bridge collapsed Aug. 1 
during evening rush hour, leaving 
at least five dead and 79 injured . 
As of Sunday, eight people were 
still missing. 
In a statement posted on its Web 
site, the Jewish Community 
Relations Counci l of Minnesota 
and the D akotas declared: "The 
JCRC stands ready to assist the 
community in any way needed." 
The site has been updated with 
information for those seeking 
ways to help the victims. 
Jewish Family and Children's 
Service of Minneapolis and the 
JCRC partnered to offer free 
crisis intervention counseling 

Seattle 
shooting 

• anniversary 
Layla Bush, whose inju

ries in the Seattle Federation 
shooting one year ago were the 
most severe, speaks with news 
crews at the Seattle Federation 
on June 13, her first day back 
at work. Reporters came to the 
building to cover Washington 
Gov. Christine Gregoire, who 
had come to sign a ceremonial 
copy of the state's comprehen
sive budget bill, which provided 
1900,000 to the Federation and 
other local Jewish agencies for 
security upgrades . 

exactly 24 hours after the col
lapse, at 6: 15 p.m. Particularly 
moving, Zimmerman said, was 
the Birkat Hagomel, the blessing 
for those who survive. 

The 45-minute service was timed 

"We have all been on that bridge 
hundreds of times, " she said, 
noting that the bridge connected 
the downtown area to the Univer
sity of Minnesota campus, where 
many local children studied or 
used the sports facilities. 

_J 
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Mr.andl\hs.MadtRoss ofWarwick announce the engagement 
of their son,Jaied Michael Ross , to Muia Lynn Bassi. 

The bride is the daughter of Estelle Bassi and Frederick Bassi of 
Providence. She is a registered nurse pursuing her master's degree as 
a nurse anesthetist at Fatima Hospital in North Providence. 

The bridegroom is the grandson of Mr. and Mrs. Jesse Eden
baum of Cranston, and Mrs. Lillian and the late Sidney T . Ross, 
also of Cranston. He recently received his master's degree in College 
Student Development and Counseling from Northeastern University 
in Boston. 

They will marry in September 2008. 

Leo David Winston. 

Births 
Peter and Reva (Schlessinger) 

Wmston of West Roxbury, Mass., 
announce the birth of their son, Leo 
David, on Feb 27. He was welcomed 
home by his brother, Ethan, 12, and his 
sister, Lily, 20 months. Grandparents 
are Gus and Ina Schlessinger of Provi
dence and Arthur and Joan (Davidson) 
Winston of New York City and Sara
sota, Fla. Leo is named in memory of 
his great-uncle, Leo Schlessinger, and 
his great-grandfather, David Winston. 

Michdle and Scott Goldman of -
Mansfield, Mass., announce the birth 
of their son Michael Ryan. H e is the 
grandson of Joan and Steve Levitt of 
Cranston and Laurie and Steve Gold
man of Warwick. He is the great
grandson of Ruth and Larry Bertman of 
Cranston, Miriam and Herb Schindler 
of Delray, Florida and the late Gloria 
and Oscar Levitt and Norma and 
Leonard Goldman. 

Michael Ryan Goldman 

Rabbi and Mn.Joel Padowitz of London, England and Israel, 
announce the birth of their son, Ariel Pesach. H e is the grandson of 
Dr. and Mrs. Michael]. Lieberman ofNorth Bellmore, Long lsland. 
He is the great-grandson of Esther Koffler Kaplan, and the late Rabbi 
Philip Kaplan, for whom he is named. H e is the great-grandson of 
the late Charles and Sarah Koffler, and was welcomed home by his 
brother and sisters, Yonah, Meira and Kayla. 

SEND YOUR SIMCHAS TO: voiceheraldOjfri .org: Mail: 
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Education 

DARFUR ACTIVISTS - URI Hillel students Leah Schechtman, left, Jessica Wolchok and Alina Zolotnits• 
kaya set up a booth at URl's Memorial Union to get students to write postcards to President Bush as 
part of the " Million Voices for Darfur• campaign last spring. 

Hillels await returning students 
By Jessica Perlman 
Perlman.Jessica@yahoo.com 

Once the bedroom door 
closes, the dorm room opens, and 
college freshman from all across 
the world are preparing to take 
the next important step in their 
lives. 

Settling into campus life may 
be unnerving to some, however, 
most colleges offer various pro
grams, clubs and organizations 
that can help with the transition. 

Hillel, the largest Jewish 
campus organization in the world; 
encourages Jewish students to 
explore their campus affiliate. 

"Hillel offers everything that 
a Jewish college student is look
ing for," explained Jeff Rubin, 
of Hillel International. "Some 
students want the comfort zone, 
while others want to experience 
something new. It all depends on 
the individual." 

The High Holidays will be 

arnvmg shortly, and when it's 
difficult to get home for services, 
Hillel offers a convenient alterna
tive. 

"By far, the High Holiday ser
vices are the most popular events," 
Rubin said. 

Kosher Shabbats, 'Go 
Green' programs 

Founded at the University 
of Illinois in 1923, there are cur
rently more than 500 Hillels 
around the world, helping stu
dents explore their Jewish heritage 
and religion. Hillels offer holiday 
services and celebrations, as well 
as weekly kosher Shabbat dinners. 
It also prompts students to take an 
interest in tzedek, or social justice, 
offering programs such as Go 
Green with Hillel, and Hillel's 
Hurricane Katrina Alternative 
Breaks. 

The Hillel at Brown Univer
sity is planning up-coming fresh
man orientation programs. 

"We'll be having a barbecue 
on Sept. 10th, and in a few weeks 
we'll be doing a brunch," said 
Brown program director Saman
tha Pohl. "Also, the freshman 
get to learn about Hillel from the 
older students, which definitely 
helps." 

There are 300-400 students 
involved with Brown University's 
Hillel and their many programs 
pertain to Israel, arts and culture 
and social justice, among others. 
Pohl is looking forward to more 
exposure this upcoming year. 

"We'll be giving out a free 
gift to freshman, and our program 
guide will be out soon. We're 
trying to increase our presence 
on the campus, and we're always 
looking for new people." 

For more information visit 
www.hillel.org or www.brown
hillel.org 

Jessica Perlman is a freelance 
writer ftom East Providence. 

How to find Hillel at your college 
With many local students 

taking the great leap forward 
this fall, the Hillels at their 
respective colleges can offer a 
place to go for friendship and 
maybe a taste of home. Hillels 
offer different services depend
ing largely on the size of the 
Jewish population at the school. 
Most offer services and kosher 
meals, especially on Shabbat 
and holidays, as well as social 
action and social activities. 

Hillel Council of New Eng
land, 1320 Centre St., Newton 
Centre, MA 02459, Suite 306 
(617) 928-1488 has a full list 
of colleges with Hillels in New 
England. 

Listed below are several local 
Hillels. 

• Brown-RISD Hillel, 80 
Brown St., Providence 02906, 
(401) 863-2805. Has a building 
and staff. 

• Bentley College, Waltham 
MA, 22459: Spiritual Life 
Center, (781) 891-2194. 

• Bryant University, Jewish 
Student Organization, (401) 
232-6266. 

CT (860) 429-9007. Has a 
building and staff. 

• University of Mass. 
Amherst, Has a building, Rabbi, 
staff, many activities and kosher 
meal plan. (~49-1710. 

• URI Kingston, 12 Fra
ternity Circle (401) 874-2740. 
Building, exec. director and 
Jewish student life coordinator. 

• Roger Williams University, 
Bristol, RI (401) 254-3223. 

• Brandeis University, • Wesleyan University, Mid-
Waltham, MA 02454 (781) 736- dletown, CT. Havurah (860) 
2000. 685-2278. 

• Johnson & Wales University, • Wheaton College, 501 Col-
Providence (401) 598-1499. lcge Ave., Norton, MA (630) 

• University of Conn., Storrs, 752-5000. 

Jewish Voice & Herald 17 

First year at college 
Graduating in a high school class of 40 girls hadn't prepared 

me for the anonymity I found among 1000 freshmen at Johns 
Hopkins University in Baltimore last September. I was as foreign 
to them as they were to me. One of my closest friends, a rare 
liberal from South Dakota, commented, 
"You know, I don't think I ever knew a 
Jew until I met you." She made a careful 
effort to wish me a Happy H anukkah 
on Dec. 25. 

Another friend expressed surprise 
that I didn't have the apparently leg
endary Rhode Island accent. She also 
wondered if I was on a first name basis 
with everybody in my state, asking, "So, 
could you go anywhere and you'd know 
everybody?" My claim that Rhode 
Island was not, in fact, one big neigh- Laura Berlinsky Schine 
borhood seemed to be weakened by the 
fact that of the six Rhode Islanders I encountered at Hopkins, I 
had previously known or had contact with five of them. 

Anti-war rally 
I was initially perturbed by the fact that Hopkins seemed to 

be a politically unaware and unconcerned campus. I joined the 
College D emocrats, but still saw little in the way of activism. 
My perspective changed, however, when the College Democrats 
organized a van to D.C. to participate in the March on Wash
ington, the largest national Iraqi war protest to take place since 
the war began. 

My father, who had spent his college glory days wearing 
tie-dyed tee-shirts and purple headbands and protesting the war 
in Vietnam, had never been so proud of me as he was when I 
attended the anti-war rally in D .C. He called several times before 
I left for the march to offer ideas for chants and to tell me, when 
my mother was out of earshot, that while he couldn't condone 
arrest-warranting activities, he wouldn't be too upset should I 
spend the night in jail for voicing my beliefs. 

Armed with my dad 's helpful advice and a sign that read "I 
voted for peace," I took the train along with five other Hopkins 
students down to D.C. 

I'm not sure I've ever seen so many varied groups of people. 
For a while, we marched with a particularly vocal group of col
lege socialists, who seemed to have the best chants and home
made percussion instruments. I observed a group of dancing 
grandmas dressed as flowers. I returned with sore feet and lungs 
hoarse from chanting, feeling more fulfilled than I had in a very 
long time. 

Court volunteer 
While I encountered certain classes that presented chal

lenges to my intellect and enthusiasm, I found the ability to 
choose what I would study liberating. I was particularly inter
ested in first semester's Family History in the U.S., a seminar that 
focused on familial and cultural relationships in history through 
readings and discussions, and second semester's Criminal Justice 
and Corrections, which, in addition to weekly lectures, entailed 
visits to District, Circuit and Juvenile Court, as well as a short 
internship in a criminal justice system capacity. I volunteered at 
the House of Ruth, a center for victims of domestic violence. It 
was difficult to observe the same women and children, for whom 
the shelter had become the center of their routines, stoically car
rying out what little of their lives remained week after week. It 
was equally upsetting to learn at orientation that many victims 
were turned away from the shelter because there was not enough 
space. My experience at the shelter certainly highlighted my own 
sense of privilege. 

Perhaps for the first time in my experience, I have been 
deposited in the real world after coming from the homogeneous 
East Side of Providence. Baltimore provided a strange and at 
times disquieting backdrop; on many occasions, for instance, my 
boyfriend took me driving around Baltimore and pointed out 
the high-crime areas, the frequent drug dealing stops, and, on 
one occasion, an abandoned psychiatric institute. Even Hop
kins itself presented me with a more diverse mixture than I was 
accustomed to at home. Now I'm preparing to return, feeling a 
little worldlier than I did last September. 

Laura Berlin sky Schine is a former intern at The Jewish Voice & 
Herald. 
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Summer Camp 
JORI celebrates 70th year, welcomes shlichim 

By Jessica Perlman 
perlman_jessica@yahoo.com 

WAKEFIELD - On any 
given day at Camp JORI, it's not 
unusual to hear child ren shriek
ing in delight as a winning goal 
is scored, or a teammate slides 
into first base. Laughter echoes 
throughout the 72 acres of land, 
while children hit tennis balls, 
splash in the pool, paint picture 
frames and form lasting friend
ships. Offering a wide variety 
of sports, arts and crafts, Jewish 
programming and field trips, as 
well as fishing, sailing, canoeing 
and kayaking, the camp, currently 
celebrating its 70th anniversary, 
is giving a fresh alternative to 
playing video games all summer. 

Originally a home for Jewish 
orphans that was transformed 
after WWII into a summer 
camp for Jewish Rhode Island
ers, JORI relocated in 2003 from 
Narragansett to Wakefield, and 
welcomes children ages 7-15, 
from all over the country. 

ISRAELI SHLICHIM NETA POLLAK, 21, and Naomi Ballaban, 9, for- ISRAELI SHLICHIM, BARAK SROUR, 22, sings with campers at Camp 
merly of Cranston, enjoy the view at Worden's Pond. JORI. 

"Our mission focuses on pro
viding the Jewish experience for 
all children regardless of their 
ability to pay full price, and we 
give huge amounts of scholar
ships," explained Ronni Guttin, 
camp director. 

"I'm new, but I've been here 
since the first day, and I'm coming 
back next year too," said Heather 
Gesualdi, 6, from Narragansett. 
"I love the free swim!" 

Gregory Chernov, 11, from 
North Providen~e, enjoys the 
sports, swimming and making 
new friends at camp. 

"I love the food here," he 
added. 

From June-August, 175 chil
dren attend camp each month. In 
addition to the increased Jewish 
programming, campers get 
the opportunity to spend their 
summer with and learn from, 
shlichim, or Israeli emissaries, 
who, according to Guttin, are a 
huge addition to the camp. 

"I believe that a connection 
to Israel is quite important in 
order for kids to make a connec
tion that matters to them in the 
contemporary world. We've been 
able to add to our Shabbat expe
riences, music programs, craft 
themes, and theater programs." 

Every year, roughly 10,000 

Israelis apply to the Jewish 
Agency for Israel to be shlichim, 
and about 1,200 are selected. The 
hopefuls are pre-interviewed, but 
it is Guttin who makes the final 
approval when she travels to 
Israel to take part in a training 
seminar. 

"I think what I like most 
about the camp is the opportunity 
to live with the kids," explained 
Neta Pollak, 21, one of the six 
chosen shlichim, who teaches 
Israeli dancing at the camp. "It's 
not like we only stay a few hours 
with them, we actually get to be 
a big part of their lives." 

Pollak added that camping is 
not very common in Israel, and 
this is her first real experience. 
Having recently been discharged 

• EDUCA1lOIW. PROGRAM Of EXCEillNCE IN BOTH TORAH l GENERAi. STIJDIES 
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from the army, and "not having a 
real life for two years," she feels 
as though she can finally enjoy 
the things that she's passionate 
about, such as dancing and chil
dren. 

The camp is also in the pro
cess of finishing the addition of 
a spacious auditorium. Complete 
with benches donated from the 
former Jewish Home for the Aged 
chapel, the addition will combine 
history with the contemporary, as 
the seats will be covered to match 
the modern design of the room. 

At the end of July, the camp 
hosted their first alumni staff 
reunion, which included a dinner 
party and concert, as part of their 
anniversary celebration. 

"The 70th kicked off renewed 
energy in terms of building 
our alumni database," Guttin 
explained. The database was lost 
many, many years ago in a move 

from one office to another, and so 
we're working hard to re-create 
it." 

Guttin, who attended the 
camp as a child, and has been the 
director for the last ten years, as 
well as the assistant director two 
years prior to that, feels that the 
success of the camp can be attrib
uted to the "incredible team of 
people involved," including the 
shlichim, counselors, adult staff, 
board of directors, and camp 
president, Michael Shuster. 

"He had a wonderful vision 
with the move from Narragan
sett, and brought a lot of us along 
with him, and we function like a 
big family." 

For more information visit 
www.campjori.com 

Jessica Perlman is a freelance 
writer from East Providence. She 
can be reached at per/man.Jessica@ 
yahoo. com 

DANIEL BRANDES, 11, above, of Cranston, Heather Gesualdi, 6, 
Narragansett, and Gregory Chemov, 11, of North Providence, pl 
air hockey and other games in the rec room at Camp JORI. 
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CAMPERS SALUTE THE FLAG many years ago, at the original Camp JORI. Above right.JORI campers over 30 years ago, 
enjoying breakfast at the original camp site . 

left, CAMP DIRECTOR RONNI 
GUTTIN and Israeli shlichim, 
Michal Friedman. 

jewish Community 
day school of rhode island 

"I believe that a connection to Israel is quite 
important in order for kids to make a connection 
that matters to them in the contemporary world. 
We've been able to add to our Shabbat experiences, 
music programs, craft themes, and theater pro
grams." 

- Ronni Guttin, camp director. 

celebrating the life of Charlie Samdperil 
Sunday, September 30, 2007 

6:oo pm Reception, 7:00 pm Dinner and Entertainment 

Temple Emanu-El 99 Taft Avenue, Providence 
$60 per person 

Please call 401. 751.2570 before September 10th to reserve. 
Limited seating. 

Creation of the Charles Samdperil Educational Technology 
Endowment Fund 

Presentation of the First Annual Charles Samdperil Award 
for Outstanding Dedication to Jewish Education to 

Patty and Mel Alperin 
Hope and David Hirsch 

Event Chairs: Susan Froehlich and Myrna Rosen 

, 
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Summer Camp 
Camp Gan Israel of West Bay: On 'Torah Island' 

By Jessica Perlman 
perlman_jessica@yahoo.com 

WARWICK - Camp Gan 
Israel of West Bay, a division of 
one of the largest organizations 
of Jewish day camps around the 
world, is celebrating the summer 
once again. Coordinated by 
Rabbi Yossi Laufer and his wife 
Shoshanah, the three-week camp, 
located at Temple Am D avid, 
allows young Jews ages 3-12, 
to experience traditional camp 
activities such as sports, ar ts and 
crafts, cooking and field trips, 
and also learn the importance of 
kindness, tolerance, self-estee,m, 
friendship and religion. 

"The camp is so great. These 
kids, they're just so happy, eager, 
and well-behaved They're learn
ing so much," explained coun
selor, Chanah Poltrak, 19, from 
New York. 

"I've been here before, and 
it's fun. This time I brought 
my friend," explained Sidney 
Stanhope, 11, from Barrington, 
accompanied by Sari Fontaine, 
12, also of Barrington. 

Some of the · major aspects 
in the Camp Gan experience 
are religious themes and studies, 
which are incorporated into the 
daily activities. At the begin
ning of each day, campers go in 
search of the "Torah Box" located 
on "Torah Island." One lucky 
camper opens the box and takes 

CHANAH POLTRAK, 19, of New York, helps campers with their projects. 

out the hidden treasure, which is 
the "mitzvah of the day." 

these berakhot, making bless
ings on all our foods, and show
ing our thankfulness," said head "Today the mitzvah is bless

ings, and we are focusing on See CAMP GAN, facing page 

ATTENTION HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS 
AND THEIR PARENTS 

COLLEGE AND CAREER PLANNING 

OUR COLLEGE PLANNING PROGRAM 

utilizes ONLY ONE of the following tools: 

(a) SAT Tutoring 
(b) Essay Editing 
(c) Vocabulary Building 
(d) College Ranking Analysis 
(e)A Mirror 

FOR THE CORRECT ANSWER, PLEASE CONTACT US. 

We welcome inquiries on evenings and weekends, 
as well as during normal business hours. 

Marc Lipps Associates, Inc. 

Marc P. Lipps 
Educational Consultant 

Private College Planning Practice 
MEMBER INDEPENDANT EDUCATIONAL CONSULTANTS ASSN 

OUR APPROACH 

• Helps you discover your natural talents through 
professional aptitude assessment 

• Guides you in developing your own personalized 
college education Game Plan, with multiple 
career options to explore and related areas of 
knowledge to study BEFORE you begin 
shopping for colleges 

• Searches for colleges that can best accommodate 
your specific Game Plan 

• Prepares you to take charge of your own future 
- - - in college and beyond 

OUR PROFESSIONAL OFFICE 
IS CONVENIENTLY LOCATED IN CUMBERLAND 

For more information 
Please Call - 401-305-6705 

or visit our website 
www.marclippsassociates.com 

RIVKY NEWFIELD, 19, of 
Brooklyn, holds up the 
"Torah Chest" at Camp 
Gan Israel of West Bay. 

oyen House at Tem_ple Habonim 
wednesda.y, AUg.29at 7:00 pm. 

Everyone Is Welcome to meet our 
warm Temple Habonlm Community: 

Meet our new Rabbi - Rabbi Klein 
Meet our new School Principal 
Meet Congregation Members, 
old and new 

Temvle Habo11im 
165 Nlw Meadow Road 
Banington, RI 02806 
(401) 245-6536 
www.templehabonim.org 
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SIDNEY STANHOPE, 11 of Barrington, Chana Rosenfield, 10, of Provi
dence, Rivky Golden, 8, of Providence, and Sari Fontaine, 12, of Bar
rington work on a poster at Camp Gan Israel of West Bay. 

counselor, Rivky Newfield , 19, of 
Brooklyn. 

Founded in 1956 by 
Lubavitcher Rebbe, Rabbi M en
achem M . Schneerson, and 
associated with the Chabad
Lubavitch movement of Ortho
dox Judaism, there are hundreds 
of camps located in more than 40 
countries around the globe. 

"W e've all worked at other 
camps around the country, but I 
had heard great things about this 
camp in particular so I decided 
to come here. This is my second 
year, and I love it," Newfield 
said . 

The five counselors, who live 
in New York, Canada and Mich
igan, are currently staying with 
Rabbi Laufer, and Shoshanah, 
whom, according to Newfield, 
are making the girls feel very 
welcome. 

In addition to splashing 
around in the pool, having pizza 
parties and carnivals, making 
licorice necklaces, sand art, and 
s'mores, the campers saw a base
ball game, visited a botanical 
garden, and went to Mystic Sea
port. 

"My favorite part of camp 
is the activities and also the 
friends," said Chana Rosenfield, 
10, of Providence. · 

"What I love is that some 
kids only sign on for one week, 
but they end up loving the camp 
so much and come back for the 
remaining two weeks," said New
field. "It feels so good." 

For more information visit 
http://www.rijewishk.ids.com/ or 
call (401) 884-7888 

Jessica Perlman is a freelance 
writer from East Providence. 
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Vibrant Jewish learning and 
livingjust over the RI/MA line. 

Now enrolling students 
in our award-winning 

Hebrew School 

Open House 
Sunday. August 19, 

9:30 -11:30 am 
901 North Main Street, 

(Exit 5) Attleboro 
508-222-2243 Jewish Fcdcr;ation 

0fRhoJ, 1,1.,,J 

Daniele DiChristopher 
401-617-5031 

Serving Buyers and Sellers 
in Rhode Island & Massachusetts 

1011 Smith Street 
Providence, RI 02908 
Office:401-272-2100 
FAX:401-351-9427 

IB•u ~ 
Brian Marvelle 

401-301-2261 

www.DDichristopher.com • www.BrienMarvelle.com 

WE HAVE THE CAUSE. 
Protect the people you love. Create a lasting partnership 

~ith the Jewish community. Your will makes it possible. 

Leaving a bequest to the Jewish community enables you 
to create a permanent legacy that can help Jews in need 

forever. Learn how you can help preserve the Jewish 

community ... for years to come. 

Jewish Federation of Rhode Island 

Live Generously 

130 Sessions Street 

Providence RI 02906 

Call Meyer Goldstein, Endowment Director, 
401-421-4111, ext.174 for more information. 
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Classic 2245' Victorian Townhouse, one of 
twounitsin0riginalGatehouselocatedon 
Silver Lake. 2 beds, 2.5 baths, hardwoods, 

MLS#741519- NARRAGANSITT - air,fireplace,garage,mahoganystaircase. 
Spacious Contemporary on near1y one $525,000. 
acre abuts wildlife preserve. 3 beds, 2 ~~,;;;;;=,iiiiiiiiiii,:='==,-
baths, air, vaulted ceilings, gas fireplace, 
1st floor master. 1000' finished lower/ 
walkout. $464,900. 

14 Woodruff Ave., Suite 10A 
Narragansett, RI 02882-3424 
Direct Line: 788-3714 
Cell: 742-2S52 
E-mail: eesposito@rihomesearch.com 
Website: www.emieesposito.com 

~ ® 

Each Office Independently Owned & Operated (El 

.. 

Ernie Esposito, CBR 
Real Estate Consultant 

Multi-Million Dollar Producer 

Stephen F. Schiff, M.D., F.A.C.S. 

MOHEL 
CERTIFIED by Jewish Theological Seminary 

and the Rabbinical Assembly 

CERTIFIED by the American Board of Urology 

401-274-6565 

ADVERTISING SALES 
The Jewish Voice & Herald newspaper seeks a 

hlll/pan-tlme, ADVERTISING SALES REPRESENTATIVE. 

Successful candidate must be a team-plaver, 
deadline orlented and aggressive. 

Responslbllltles wlll Include deweloplng new accounts, 
SALES, and follow-up. 

Fax resum6 to: 401-331-7961 
E-mall: volceherald@Jtrl.org 
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Touro Fraternal in its 90th year 
CRANSTON - The larg

est independent Jewish fraternal 
orderin New England, Touro Fra
ternal Association, enters its 90th 
year in the stewardship of these 
men who recently were elected to 
serve as ·association directors and 
officers of its lodges. They were 
installed recently at annual cer
emonies at Touro's headquarters 
at 45 Rolfe Square. 

The association was founded 
in 1918 and has more than 600 
members. Its officers serve one
year terms and members of the 
board three years. 

First row, from left: Michael 
D. Smith, director; Adam Smith, 
secretary, Harmony Lodge; 
Edward Deluty, Milton Bron
stein, Lester Nathan and Barry 
Schiff, directors; Judah Rosen, 
Association chaplain, and Nathan 
Lury, director. 

Second row, from left: Stuart 
Solup, director; Steven White, 

fAud1/8/ 
44 Ro~e Square 

Craston, RI 
941-5155 

2 1/2 milu north of Gonl•n Ory 
Tues • S.t 10 a.m.- 5 p.m. • Thurs til 7 p.m. 

president, Harmony Lodge; 
Rodney Locke, director; Andrew 
Lamchick, Board vice chairman; 
Robert D. Miller, Warwick, 
Board chairman; Arthur Poulten, 
Board chairman emeritus; Jed 
Brandes, \iirector and president, 
Friendship Lodge; Bruce Weis
man, director, and Jeffrey Horo
vitz, vice president, Friendship 
Lodge. 

Third row, from left: Peter 
Hodosh, treasurer, Harmony 

Lodge; Ried Redlich, secretary, 
Friendship Lodge; Dr. Aaron 
Sherman, director; Marc Gert
sacov, Association secretary; 
Barry Shaw, Stevan Labush and 
Jeffrey Davis, directors; Steven 
Waldman, treasurer, Friendship 
Lodge; Alan Lury, director, and 
Adam Halpern, vice president, 
Harmony Lodge. 

Not Shown: Morton Coken, 
Director, and Gerald Hodosh, 
Association treasurer. 

Mock Trial award 
BEVERLY HALL accepts the Mock Trial award on behalf of the Provi
dence Hebrew Day School team, for "Outstanding Team Perfor
mance,• from Attorney James Lee on behalf of the R.I. Mock Trial 
Commission this spring. 

+++AgeWellRI 
Answers 4Guidance 4 Direction 

401.223.2335 • 866.524.3935 
{Toll Free} 

A ro/laborori>< program of Jtwisn Famit, Smi«, Jtwis• s,.,.., .lg<1l(J' .I tltt J,..;,. c,_.,;1y C<OJtr 
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Barrington family 
revamps Camp 

Ramah's infirmary 
PALMER, Mass. - Dan 

and Cindy Kaplan and daughters 
Hyla and Cara Kaplan of Bar
rington visited Camp Ramah on 
Sunday,July 29, to rededicate "The 
Marp," the camp infirmary. 

Brothers Peter, Dan and 
Michael attended Camp Ramah 
in Connecticut together in the 
mid-1950s. Continuing the tra
dition, Dan's daughters Hyla 
and Cara have both attended the 
camp. 

This gift in memory of Peter, a 
Nashville Tenn., cardiologist, who 

passed away in 2006, allowed the 
camp to remodel the infirmary. 
The new medication storage room 
with convenient, child-friendly 
pick-up windows makes visiting 
and taking medication easy. A 
handicap accessible ramp ensures 
that the entire Ramah community 
can visit the infirmary with ease. 
The gift was made in conjunc
tion with the Harold Grinspoon 
Foundation's Create-Your-Match 
Program. 

For more information on 
Camp Ramah, call 781-449-7090, 
ext. 225. 

R.I. group attends 
Hadassah convention 

Nine women from the R.I. 
Chapter of Hadassah were 
among the 2,500 women who 
attended the 2007 convention in 
New York City,July 15-18. NBC 
News Chief Foreign Affairs Cor
respondent Andrea Mitchell was 
the keynote speaker. 

Addressing matters of con
cern from global warming to 
Islamic fundamentalism, the 
gathering was the 93rd time that 
H adassah delegates have gath
ered annually. This is the 95th 
anniversary year fo r H adassah. 

Founded in 1912, Hadassah, 
the Women's Zionist Organiza-

tion of America is the largest 
women's, largest Zionist, and 
largest Jewish membership orga
nization in the United States. In 
Israel, it supports medical care 
and research, education, and 
youth institutions, and refores
tation and parks projects. In the 
U.S., Hadassah promotes health 
education, social action and advo
cacy, volunteerism, Jewish educa
tion and research, Young Judaea 
and connections with Israel. 

For membership informa
tion, call the RI Hadassah office 
at 401- 463-3636. 

Kitchens • Bathrooms • Built-ins 
Remodeling • Additions 

Custom Builders 

Tel: 401 -374-1S92 
www.dwprop.com 
E-mail: PHunt@dwprop.com 

~ E7is ..l'r:all Auoclatlon 

RIC#22994 MA#95129 
Licensed & Insured 
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Communitv 

From left, David Rosenberg, Hyla, Cara, Cindy and Dan Kaplan, alumni of Camp Ramah, rededicated the 
infirmary in memory of Dan's brother, Dr. Peter Kaplan . 

Seated, from left, are Renee Fullerton, Co-President Barbara Forman, Michele Keir, and Co-President 
Beverly Blazar. Standing, from left, are Merry Drench, Shelley Parness, Lorraine Rappoport, Barbara 
Jablow, Betty Ann lsrael it , and Nancy Blackman. 

LAW O FFI CES OF 

J EFFREY B. P INE EsQ. 

Jeffrey 8. Pine 
Auonicy General J993- J999 

Criminal Defense 
Personal Injury/Serious Accidents 
Civil and Business litigation 
Corporate Investigations/Compliance 

32 1 South Mam Street, Suite 302 
Providence, RI 02903 

Td, 401-35 1-8200 r-ax, 401-351-9032 
E-m;u l; Jbp@p1nelaw.com 

www.pinclaw.com 
TheRISui,-lffllCoi.rtklantetallawyeft tnf'8~11 
~ollaw TNC<u1dc:asr.itbr1Nora!Rfyany 
lawywf1a111Hpe!'IC1IP!Olif!f'l,,.,,fllldllfpra:tcl 

1-800-HOME CARE : I I t 

1 -800-466-3227 

Multi-lingual staff - Available 24 /7 

• Hospice 
; . , .. 

• Companion Services 
• Free Consultation Visit CHRP 
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Help your child start 
kindergarten with confidence 

Annabelle Swift, ~ 
Kindergartner 

By Sharon Duke Estroff 

Preparing our child for the 
first day of kindergarten - it's 
among the most bittersweet tasks 
of our parental career. But wist
fully tracking down the coolest 
Batman or Barbie backpack on 
the market is only a fraction of 
the job description. The follow
ing suggestions will help ensure 
your little slugger enjoys a suc
cessful start to his rookie school 
year. 

Visit the school. A summer
time sneak preview of the school, 
kindergarten classrooms and 
playground will help minimize 
fear of the unknown and make 
your child more comfortable 
during her first days of school. 

Get into the Kindergarten 
swing. A week or so before the 
start of school, begin easing your 
child into the school-year sched
ule. That way he' ll be bright
eyed and bushy-tailed on his 
first day. 

Play down your own mixed 
emotions. Rather than rambling 
on about how you can't believe 
your baby is growing up, empha
size how excited you are that 
she's going to kindergarten. 

Send a security object. The 
promise of being able to bring 
a favorite blanket or stuffed 
animal - albeit stashed safely out 
of sight in his backpack - will be 
worth its weight in lunch money 

in building your rising kinder
gartener's courage. 

Celebrate. Boost your 
child's excitement about school 
with a special celebratory dinner 
the night before he starts kin
dergarten . Use colorful school 
supplies to decorate the table or 
the occasion. Qust don't go over
board on the sugar!) 

Talk about your "first-day
of-school experiences. Psycholo
giel,iteelieve that sharing family 
stories is one of the most effec
tive ways for parents to emotion
ally strengthen their children. 
During your celebratory dinner, 
take turns sharing first day of 
kindergarten stories. 

Ease into aftercare. Many 
children's after-school situa
tions change with their entrance 
to kindergarten. If your child 
will be attending a Jewish com
munity center or other daycare 
program after school, see if the 
facility offers a camp and enroll 
her there for a week or so over 
the summer; that way she'll be 
settled when school kicks off in 
the fall. If you'll be utilizing the 
school's aftercare program, talk 
to your child about where she 
should go, who's in charge and 
what to expect there. 

Make sure she has a familiar 
face at school. Having at least 
one friend on the first day of 
kindergarten can make all the 

The true meaning of life is to plant trees under 
whose shade you do not expect to sit. 

INTERIOR/ExTERIOR 

Nelson Henderson 

Include Providence Public Library in your will. 
One of the most enduring acts of )'OUr lifetime. 
To learn more: 401 .455.8011 or 
www. provlib.org. 

J. P.'s QUALITY PAINTING CO. 
401-374-2815 

• Quality work at reasonable prices 
• Prompt courteous service 
• No job too small or too big 
• Serving Rhode Island & Massachusetts 

FREE ESTIMATES JAY PAVAO 

Sharon Estroff 

difference to a child; so call the 
school over the summer, ask for 
the names of a few of your child's 
future classmates, and arrange a 
play date or two. 

Find your place in the kin
dergarten circle: Truth be told, 
even after our child is primed 
and ready for his elementary 
debut, our work is not done. 
To the contrary, it's just begun. 
Researchers have identified that 
the one factor constant in stu
dents who do well in school is 
parent involvement. 

Sharon Duke Estroff is 
an internationally-syndicated 
Jewish parenting columnist with 
graduate degrees in education 
and child psychology, an award
winning Jewish educator, and 
mother of four. Her first book 
Jewish parenting book will be 
released by Broadway Books 
Oct. 9. www.sharonestroff.com. 

Story and Pictures by AMY SCHWARTZ 

Read all about it 
There's nothing like an uplifting story about another 

kid in the same boat to help build a rising kindergartener's 
confidence. Here are some worthy choices: 

Annabelle Swift, Kindergartener by Amy Schwartz 
Kindergarten Rocks by Katie Davis 
Miss Bindergarten Gets Ready for Kindergarten bY. 

Joseph Slate 
The Night Before Kindergarten by Natasha Wing, Julie 

Durrell 
Look Out Kindergarten, Here I Come! by Nancy Carl

son 
The Kissing Hand by Audrey Penn 

Celebrating Jewish year 
"Celebrating the Jewish 

Year" is the first in a three-volume 
series that will cover all of the 
major Jewish festivals. Intended 
as a resource to enjoy and explore 
over many years, the book offers 

NEW BEDFORD 

basic information as well oppor
tunities for deeper study. It not 
only provides the essentials on 
the origins and customs of the 
holidays but also offers insights 
from some of the greatest think
ers in Jewish history as well as 
popular contemporary scholars. 
A peek at the table of contents fo~ 
The Fall H olidays reveals selec 
tions by contemporary feminis 
scholars, old-country rebbes , 
modern philosophers, and medi 
eval rabbis. Breathe new li fe into 
ancient rituals and texts with 
alternate meditations that feature 
poems, stories, and songs. 

Wound care · 
IV therapy and hydration • 

Medical services Rehabilitative services • 
• Pam management Restora tive therapy · C AKosher/ewishfacility ~ 

w Bedford Jewish Convalescent Home 
00 Hawthorn Street, Ne w Bedford, MA 02740 

508.997.9314 • Fax: 508-996-3664 

Author Paul Steinberg is the 
rabbi and director of Jewish stud
ies and Hebrew at the Levine 
Academy in D allas, Texas. H e 
holds master's degrees in both 
education and rabbi nic studies. 

Author Janet Greenstein 
Potter is the editor of several pub
lications, including the National 
Jewish Book Award finalist Wise 
and Not So Wise, Praise Her 
Works, Zayda vVas a Cowboy, 
Sarah's Journey, and The Kids' 
Catalog of Animals and the 
Earth. (Price: S22. Jewish Publi
cation Society.) 
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Children from both congregations enjoying each other's company. Congregation Beth David and Temple Am David celebrated a joint Shabbat service recently. 

South County hosts 'Service under the Stars' 
NARRAGANSETT- On 

Friday evening, July 27, the word 
community came alive in Nar
ragansett, as Congregation Beth 
David and members of Temple 
Am David of Warwick shared 
Shabbat on the grounds of "The 
Center." Congregation Beth 
David held their 4th annual 
"Service under the Stars" at the 
Center, located at the rotary in 
Narragansett. This year, Beth 
David invited members ofTemple 
Am David to join in the service 
and a barbeque dinner. 

was tremendous. Over 90 people 
of all ages came together to enjoy 
delicious food and stimulating 
conversations. Old friends caught 
up on news and many new friend
ships and relationships developed 
that evening. Rick Karnes, chair
man of the School Committee, 
manned the very busy grill, cook
ing up hot dogs, hamburgers and 
vegetables to perfection, while 
his wife, Janice, orchestrated the 
busy kitchen. A beautiful fruit 
buffet and pastry platter added 
to the sweetness of the Shabbat 

The response to the event experience. The many children of 
all ages and from both temples 

Visit Lippitt Park for a day of fun, live music, traditional 

dancing, chi ldren's activities, shopping, and food. 

Featured entertainers include: 

• Grammy Award winner Bill Harley 
KlezphoA~ · s • Mashke • Danoe the Clown 

,., El 
·If'"&'"-.. ;:~ 1-:J 

AUGUST 26th • 11 am to 3pm 
Lippitt Park (where Hope St. meets Blackstone Blvd.) 

Call the JCC for more info at 401.861.B800. 

•c ;poff;'.'1•d ti,· Tt ,:_· Or:-t>Hl_q,rrit ,·f ru·. ':_.JP Jf•'. -.lfld J C Tour,_ .•. ·.·.·.-: w ~•• ;.:1(Jf)7 r~( :.Jl>lrJr1 ... ,.-.''' ='0rk1rr.11•1<.a 
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rhod■ lsland "~r_ •, -J' I'· ,i_;";'ll~t 

enjoyed each other's company at 
the beautiful waterfront grounds 
of The Center. 

Readings on natwe, peace 
The service was conducted 

by Rev. Ethan Adler of Beth 
D avid and Cantor Richard Perl
man of Am David. The blended 
congregation was moved by the 
traditional Kabbalat Shabbat 
service held outside on the lawn. 

Members of both congregations 
helped lead the service with spe
cial readings on nature and peace. 
The glow of the full moon added 
to the serenity and spirituality of 
the service. 

The two congregations have 
a long history of sharing events 
throughout the Jewish calendar. 
Rev. Adler and Cantor Perlman 
both announced at the service 

their commitment to continuing 
joint programs and services at 
their respective temples. 

The Center is the property 
owned by the Jewish Collab
orative. It is the current home of 
South County Hebrew School 
and the future home of Beth 
David. For more information, 
please www.jewishcollaborative. 
org. 

Since 1980, we've been New England's favorite 
transporter of automobiles. And for good reason: 

FULLY INSURED, GUARANTEED PRICES Snowbirds: 
What We Quote 

Ji:icensed is What Migrating South 
and Bonded You Pay! 

1-800-800-258 
www.Shipcar.com 

DROP OFF AT OUR PROVIDENCE TERMINAL A 
1033 Turnpike Street• Ca11to11, JIA. 02021 

1 

• 
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Communitv 
Temple Habonim welcomes Shabbat at Barrington Beach 

Photo by Adam Mastoon 

CONGREGANTS OF TEMPLE HABONIM enjoyed a Shabbat on Barrington Beach recently. 

Join the Fun ••• 
Join the Excitement ••• 

Join Temple Am David! 

Temple Am David 1s Annual Open House Cookout 
Sunday, August 12 - 4:00 p.m. 

SEE, FEEL, EXPERIENCE WHAT OUR CON6RE6ANTS ENJOY ABOUT THE TEMPLE, 

/(\ 

ONT.THE 
. r1ENU 

• FOOD - Come rack up some hot-off-the-grill favorites. 

• FRIENDSHIP - Meet temple members, leadership 
and Cantor Richard Perlman, Am David's spiritual leader. 

• ENTERTAINMENT - A D.J. will provide music for your 
dancing and listening pleasure. 

• CONTESTS - Put your thinking cap on. 

• RAFFLES - A chance for everyone to be a winner. 

• FUN - LOTS OF IT FOR ALL AGES! 

S!/mi, (ALL 401.463.1944 TO RESERVE YOUR FUN! 
<JZ)cvu,uf No charge for guests and children under age 3. 

Members - $9 adults • $6 children ages 3-12 

, ., ,, , , : 

BARRINGTON - On Friday, July 20, 85 members of Temple 
Habonim gathered with their new rabbi, Andrew Klein, for Kab
balat Shabbat services at the Barrington Beach. With a backdrop of 
gentle waves, soft clouds, a warm breeze, and even a faint rainbow 
in the sky, congregants of every age, ranging from infants to seniors, 
joined together in prayer and song to welcome Shabbat. Singing was 
led by Diane Minasian, who was accompanied by her husband, Ivan 
Wolfson, on the guitar. 

Temple Habonim will gather for another intergenerational ser
vice at the beach on Friday, Aug. 17 at 6:15 p.m. All are welcome to 
attend. 

Temple Emanu-El plans 
Mentor, Me'ah programs 

PROVIDENCE - Temple Emanu-El is looking for veteran 
members of the temple who would be interested in mentoring a new 
member. The mentor would act as a liaison to make the new member 
welcome and would be willing to call the new member about special 
Emanu-El events and holidays. 

The temple is al.so interested in knowing whether congregants 
would have appreciated someone doing this for them when they first 
joined. 

Anyone interested in being part of this program may sign up in 
the temple office or e-mail the program chair, Roberta Schneider, 
LJS3@cox.net. The Mentor program committee members are Kenny 
Hersh and Schneider. 

Me'ah 
The second year ofMe'ah, the Jewish learning program, has 

been opened to a limited number of new participants. It will cover 
Jewish life during the Middle Ages (7th through 17 centuries) and 
the modern period 

The Rhode Island Me'ah classes meet at Temple Emanu-El once 
a week for approximately 24 weeks per year. Each session is two 
hours long. 

Me'ah is designed for personal enrichment; there are no tests, 
papers or grades, however there is some reading each week. Me'ah 
instructors are Judaic scholars with advanced academic degrees who 
bring to Me'ah classes a level of scholarship typically encountered only 
in university settings. As a college-level course under the auspices of 
Hebrew College, Me'ah has a full tuition fee. For more information, 
contact Rabbi Alvan Kaunfer at the temple at 331-1616. 

generosity wisdom leadership 

Join us for an evening 
to celebrate 
over80 years 
of JccRi Presidents 

Sunday, September 9th• 6pm 
Ledgemont Country Club 
131 Brown Street•Seekonk 
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1 ~-• ;~:d,i (H:'\i?• ... 'P'~ent -~:(1 _ _.,,.1'.'J_ I 
l L'' ·,::::f l~\\W.i(U<CrQ·['[t'St'\·t.1.'1_~ 



August 10, 2007 

ABOVE, LOUIS J. KIRSOtENBAUP.,1;!,~':e~~~th'?l~!!y of R.I,, sent thlt photograph 
of himself and his wife Susan in the Serengeti National Park In Tanzania last month. "It was an eKcltlng 
trip, but we had plenty of time to read the entire Jewish Voice & Herald,• he writes. 

THE .WWMPl'S 9USMSS COMMfTTU CHAlll (Md vewran tfl• 
.......... plloC)_.....,.,,,s.r-_on,~tolHNI In mid• 
M,, ...,. he~ a_,. 'M" ~ Al,port to e,Ht dNI arl1val 
otfdi' ,1 ............ 

-~ 
• Jordan 
• the GreatWall 

of China 

• Florlda, 
• Clllfornla, 

and now 
• Africa 
• Germany 

and 
• a return trip to 

lsratl, 

The newspaper Invite• 
readers to take along a 
copy of th• Jewish Voice 
I Herald on their next 
t,tp and Nnd u1 a photo, 
Photol can be emailed 
to volceheraldeJfrt.org, 
with "We Are Read Eve• 
rvwt,ere• In the 1ubfect 
lfne, Or, Nnd to JVIH at 
1JO Sefflon1 It,, ,rovt • 
dence, Ill, 02901, 
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Communltv 

Great Rivers of Europe 
ABOVE, IS A PHOTO SENT IN BY BETTY KOTLEN of Cr1ntton t1k1n In 
July on 1 "Gr11t River, of Europe Crulst. • She 11 standing In front of 
1 German BHr Garden on the Main R.lver. 

Thank You for Making Me 
the #1 Cofdwell Banker 
R id· nfiJD•t es e a_ PIO erage 
Agent in Rhode Island. 
401-374-4488 
BonnieSellsH ouses.com 

S1l Naln street fg.\j iJ {sJ]'•) 
E. Grten¥rith; RI l!£SllEmiJ. OtCW.Qt 

e 

OPEN ► August 26 • 9 am-Noon & August 29 • 6:30-8:30 pm 
HOUSES OJ coum,there wi/J btfood &wt halt babJsiJtill&! 

TE~IPLE E~IA~[-EL 
I ('(IP1cn<1/llt, u11~1t ~111101: 1/1,11\ ,1111u:1n, ·1: 1:, 

1J9'lal't \1mur • l'r111idtmr • RI • ~IIIJ.1 1.11,lh • 111111.llpmi.ofl! 
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Che/ Waite~ Potenza P~esents 
IN HONOR OF OUR LONG-STANDING 

SEPHARDIC ITALIAN JEWISH 

Plank ~ooking 
- comes East-

COOKING, WE INVITE YOU 

TO JOIN us EVERY THURSDAY 

EVENING TO EXPERIENCE OUR 

PRE-Fix'E MENU THAT 

REPRESENTS THE CULTURE AND 

THE FOOD OF THE JEWISH 

HERITAGE OF ITALY 

AFTER THE 1500"s 

286 ATWELLS AVENUE 

PROVIDENCE, RI 
401-273-2652 

For menu and more information 
go to: www.chefwalter.com 

By Marylyn Graff 
In the far northwest corner 

of the United States where 
salmon is king, cooking over the 
grill on wooden planks has long 
been popular; in fact, it goes back 
to the Native American way of 
cooking on cedar planks over or 
next to a wood fire . 

With the burgeoning popu
larity of salmon filets, our area is 
adopting this tasty way of out
door cooking. The wood will 
impart a delicious smoky flavor 
to the fish . 

First of all, the planks must 
be well-soaked for at least a few 
hours before cooking. Plain 
water may be used. However, 
sprigs of rosemary or other fresh 
herbs, garlic, onions, shallots 
and/or lemons may be put into 
the water along with the planks. 
The adventurous cook may sub
stitute wine, beer or cider for all 
or part of the water. Use a non
metal weight to make sure the 
planks are submerged. Most of 
the time the planks may be used 
only once. However, if not too 
charred they may be used up to 
three times. If too charred to 
reuse, the planks may be broken 

C'a11au,l ~ 1n IL, Ea6t !B~ 

~ f,u,m, IL, e-~ul,, of~ 

tktwmwzt, ~ ~ 

~aiu,,u 401.4B4.2Z88 

ClaL ""'IUTaJl.a&t. 

51~ <Wateirman c/lvauu,, £ul:, fAcuuimu., t:Rf1 

up to use as wood chips on the 
barbecue. 

Most planks available are 
cedar but alder and other woods 
are used as well. The planks may 
be bought at kitchen stores, some 
supermarkets or kitchen depart
ments oflarger stores. 

Here are a few recipes for 
planked salmon, which may be 
adapted to other firm-fleshed 
fish. 

If using a charcoal grill, wait 
until the coals are coated in gray 
ash. If using a gas grill, preheat to 
high and lower to medium when 
ready to start cooking. 

Keep a squirt bottle of water 
handy in case of flare-ups . 

To Cook a Chinook 
Serves 4 ~ 
2 lbs. salmon filet, cut into 4 

pieces 
Cedar plank, soaked as 

above, large enough to hold fish 
Olive oil to brush on plank 
1/2 cup honey 

Juice of 1 lemon (about 1/4 
cup) 

1 clove garlic, crushed 
1/2 cup olive oil 
1 tsp. fresh rosemary, finely 

chopped 
About 30 to 45 minutes 

before cooking, mix olive oil, 
honey, lemon juice, garlic and 
rosemary. Place fish in a dish and 
pour marinade over. 

When ready to cook, heat 
plank on the grill rack for a 
couple of minutes and place fish 
on plank, skin side down. Cover 
grill and cook for 20 minutes or 
so, depending on thickness, until 
it flakes, remembering that it will 
continue to cook for a few min
utes after you take it off the grill. 
Garnish with rosemary sprigs 
and serve right off the plank. 

See facing page 

THREE SISTERS 
coffee• ice cream • paninis 

-~ FRESH ICE CREAM MADE DAILY! ~ 

1074 Hope Street · Providence, RI 02906 
401 - 273-7230 

{ Present this coupon for afree cup of coffee with any } 
of our breakfast sandwiches to celebrate our opening! 

Fine Wines 
Beers & Spirits 

& a Full Selection of 
Kosher Wines 

FOR ALL OF YOUR SPECIAL OCCASIONS INCLUDING ... 

BAR/BAT MITZVAHS, WEDDINGS AND MUCH MORE 

806 Hope Street • Providence 
Phone: 401-421-5760 
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PLANK 
COOKING 
From previous page 

Dry-rub variation 
2 lbs. salmon or other fish 
2 tsp .. dill seed 

2 tsp. chili powder 
2 tsp. garlic powder 
2 tsp. onion powder 
1 tsp. kosher salt 

Several turns of a black or 
mixed-color pepper mill 

1/2 cup brown sugar 
Mix all these ingredients 

together and spread on fish about 
1/2 hour prior to cooking. Follow 
rest of steps a_s above. 

Salmon with pesto 
2 lbs. salmon or other firm 

fi sh 

Plank soaked in 1/2 water 
and 1/2 white wine or white ver
mouth 

1 1/2 cups homemade or 
store-bought fresh pesto 

Coat fis h liberally with pesto 
and let sit for 45 minutes 

Cook as directed above 

Planked salmon teriyaki 
2 lbs. salmon cut into 4 

pieces 
1/2 cup soy sauce, 
1/2 cup pineapple juice 
1/2 cup white wine or white 

vermouth 
1/4 cup brown sugar, packed 
2 or 3 cloves garlic, crushed 

Food 
Mix marinade and pour over 

salmon in a shallow dish. Let sit 
for about an hour. Grill fi sh as 
above. 

Grilled pineapple 
This is a nice addition to 

salmon teriyaki. 
Soak a plank or two depend

ing on how many slices of pine
apple you have, for several hours, 
adding a teaspoon each of cinna
mon, allspice and nutmeg to the 
water plus a cup or so of pineapple 
juice. 

A fresh pineapple, topped, 
peeled and cored. Cut into slices 
about 1/2 inch thick. 

Place slices on heated plank(s) 
on the grill and sprinkle gener
ously with white or brown sugar. 
Cook for about 10 minutes or until 
softened, light brown and glazed. 

Jewish Voice & Herald 

LARRY LEVINE'S 
KOSHER MEATS & DELI 

You asked for it, 
So we are doing it! 

•By popular demand, we are delivering 

29 

to Providence, Cranston & surrounding areas. 

•We have available the finest Kosher 
fresh meats and poultry. 

•Our own fresh cooked foods from 
Tevya·s kitchen and a complete 

Did someone ask for chocolate cupcakes? 
line .of delicatessin and smoked fish, 

groceries and frozen foods. 
The following cupcake reci

pes are by Moskowitz and Terry 
Hope Romero from "Vegan Cup
cakes Take Over the World." 

Basic chocolate cupcake 
12-muffin pan 
cupcake liners 
Ingredients: 
1 cup soy milk 
1 teaspoon apple cider vin-

egar 
3/4 cup granulated sugar 
1/3 cup canola oil 
1 teaspoon vanilla extract 
1/2 teaspoon almond extract 
1 cup all-purpose flour 
1/3 cup cocoa powder 
3/4 teaspoon baking soda 
1/2 teaspoon baking powder 
1/4 teaspoon salt 
Preheat oven to 350 degrees. 

Line muffin pan with cupcake 
liners. Whisk together the soy 
milk and vinegar in a large bowl. 

Set aside for a few minutes to 
curdle. Add the sugar, oil, vanilla 
extract and almond extract to 
the soy milk mixture. Beat until 
foamy. 

In a separate bowl, sift 
together the flour, cocoa powder, 
baking soda, baking powder and 
salt. Add in 2 batches to wet 
ingredients. Beat until no large 
lumps remain. Pour into liners, 
filling three-quarters of the way. 
Bake 18 to 20 minutes, until a 
toothpick inserted into the center 
comes out clean. Transfer to 
cooling rack and cool completely. 
Frost with Chocolate Mousse 
Topping (below). Yield: 12 cup
cakes. 

Topping: 
2.3-ounce package extra-firm 

silken aseptic tofu, such as Mori
Nu, drained of excess liquid 

1/4 cup plain soy milk 

'5(1,e <3r>f:Jlnaz 
~al:rnJ.eri's fBCIAery 

c!,,;juGCisfie& in 1901 
Proudly Welcomes the Baking Staff from Barney'.s 

• Bagels 
• Challah 
• Multi Grain, Wheat, Rye, Sourdough 

and many other types of breads 
• Cream Pastries 
• Wheat Pizzas 

Tues.-Fri. 7:00 a.m.- S:00 p.m. 
Sat. 7:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Sun. 7:00 a.m. - 1 :00 p.m. 

Wholesale Deliver Available 

2 tablespoons agave syrup or 
maple syrup 

1 teaspoon vanilla extract 
12-ounce package semi

sweet chocolate chips 
Crumble the tofu into a 

blender. Add the soy milk, syrup 
and vanilla. Puree until com
pletely smooth. Set aside. 

In a double boiler, melt the 
chocolate chips. Use a rubber 
spatula to mix the chocolate as it 
melts. Once melted, remove from 
heat and let cool for 5 minutes, 
stirring occasionally. Add the 
chocolate to the tofu and blend 
until combined. Transfer mousse 
to an airtight container. Chill for 
1 hour before frosting cupcakes. 

• Also, inquire about Catering by Tevya, 
full service catering, 

for all of your party needs. 

Try us. You ·11 like us! 

474 Lowell St., (Lowmart Shopping Ctr.) Peabody 
Reach us toll free at 800-547-1869 

(617-884-1406) (978-S3S-6449) (FAX 978-S3S-6816) 
Under the strict supervision of the Othodox Rabbinical Council of MA 

Visit our website at www.levineskoshermkt.com 

SWOOO GRILi k Ol'STFR MJt 

Classically carL Undcrstandabl)r invigorating. A pcrf'CCI. Providence Cla.ssic futi sb 
wiU have you wa.nting more at 401 •35 1·8570. 
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Seniors 

0 ry fa mily has a 

The family historian 
mily historian. 
r more correctly, 
ost Jewish families 

have family historians. It is not an 
assigned role. There is one person 
in each family who treasures the 
past and worries about preserving 
family data, lore, and the tradition 
for future generations. 

At the risk 
ofbeing accused 
of gender bias, I 
am certain that 
most family 
historians are 
female. The his
torian is usually 
the oldest func
tioning lady in 
the family. So 
when Mama 

leaves us, without being assigned, 
the oldest daughter takes over. 
There is no rule about it; it just 
happens. 

Having given that explana
tion, I will henceforth refer to the 
family historian as "she." 

The next question is-"What 
is so valuable that it merits the 
efforts of a family historian. That 
varies from family to family, and is 
valued differently by each member 
of a family. Some.AJ.~D')OJabilia is 
tangible. Some is historic. Some 
is related to family lineage. 

The historian's most likely 
asset is family photos. I do not 
refer to the hundreds of pictures 

we each took of our first-born 
child. More important are the 
older yellowing pictures that 
remind us of the images of those 
who are no longer living. Our 
children may be indifferent to the 
strange image of an old bearded 
man, but if you are aware of 
unusual parts of his life, you may 
be able to spark the interest of a 
future fami ly historian. 

Recently my sister sent me 
pictures of her daughters and my 
sons playing in my back ya rd, 
ages two to six. (As I am sure 
you guessed, my Older Sister is 
our historian.) My children were 
indifferent but my grandchildren 
were fascinated. 

When a fan:iily has treasures, 
they are (hopefully) distributed 
fairly within the family. And dis
played proudly. But the actual his
tory of the objects is often known 
only to the historian. 

That same person can prob
ably tell you the dates of most 
family birthdays, Bar Mitzvahs, 
wedding anniversaries, and Yah
rzeits. When an unknown cousin 
arrives from Kansas City and 
contacts the family; our reliable 
historian can help you trace the 
lineage and the connection. This 
helps you determine your interest 
in seeing (or perhaps even avoid
ing) them. 

As we age, we realize that we 
have not always made the effort to 
retain family relationships. We 

Brier & Brier 
One Richmond Square 
Providence • Rhode Island • 02906 
40 1-751-2990 
Visit our updated website 

www.brier-brier.com 

Business 
Life• Home 

Long Term Care 
Automobile 

Workers' Comp 

remember happy times and wish 
we had made more effort to keep 
in touch. 

But if you have an alert, caring 
Family Historian, as I have, you 
can usually anticipate that if she 
cannot give you an immediate 
answer to some family informa
tion, she knows some resource 
·that can at least start the search. 

The significance of a family 
historian became obvious to us 
some years ago when my hus
band's family historian died. As 
we sat sorting hundreds of pic
tures in her home, we were awed 
by our inability to recognize a 
good percentage of them. She 
certainly knew who each one was 
and had, in all probability, main
tained some contact with most of 
them. 

We had always known that if 
there was anything we wanted to 
know that we could call Norma, 
who always had the answers about 
anyone or anything in the family. 
We had relied on it, and now find 
that when we are struggling for 
a name or information about the 
large extended family, we have no 
one to turn to. 

Assigning the historian's role 
to someone young and vital and 
really interested in the family saga 
sounds wise but is not that simple. 
Young people have multiple inter
ests and little time. For some 
unknown reason, our generation 
has not transmitted the impor-

tance of kinship. Family history 
is not always intriguing and com
petes with the interests of younger 
generations. 

If you do not have a family 
historian (or anyone volunteering 
to take on that role), I am rec
ommending that some evening 
when you have finished you r last 
mystery book and cable is worse 
than usual, that you gather the 
mementos the kids MIGHT 

find of interest. Then sit down 
and write any memories, positive 
and negative, of family members, 
family occasions, family disasters, 
or achievements. 

And then store it all away 
in the same drawer that holds 
your will and vital financial data. 
Believe me-it will catch their 
attention. 

Tema Gouse is a regular colum
nist and lives in Cranston. 

After you get 
the apple for the teacher .. . 
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BBYO reinventing itself 
NEW YORK OTA) 

There's a secret handshake known 
by members of AZA, the teen 
fraternal order of B'nai B'rith 
Youth Organization. One AZA 
brother extends his right hand; 
the other takes it. Each wraps his 
pinky finger around the outside 
of the other's hand and extends 
his index finger so it rests on the 
other's wrist, on the pulse. 

The pulse of BBYO, the 
parent organization of AZA 
and its sister organization, B'nai 
B'rith Girls, had become faint 
until an infusion of care and 
cash fro_m the Charles and Lynn 
Schusterman Family Foundation 
five years ago gave it new life. 

"There's a triad: You need 
money, you need good ideas, and 
you need good professional lead
ership," said Gary Tobin, presi
dent of the Institute for Jewish 
& Community Research in San 
Francisco. "Without all three of 
those, you go nowhere." 

At BBYO's height in the 
1950s and '60s, one in seven 
North American teens belonged 
to the organization through AZA 
and B'nai B'rith Girls, according 
to BBYO Executive Director 
Matt Grossman. 

But BBYO membership 
dwindled from about 50,000 at 
its height to about 13,000 in the 
1990s. Teenagers had evolved; 
BBYO had not. 

The group's membership has 
risen to 25,000; the organization 
has set its sights on returning to 
its peak size by the end of the 
decade. 

Behind the turnaround is 
the involvement of one former 
member, Charles Schusterman. 
Before his death in 2000, Schus
terman had been on a search 
committee to find a new BBYO 
national director. After he died, 
his wife, Lynn, became chair of 
the family foundation and picked 
up the torch. 

With her initial $1 mil
lion grant to the organization in 
Q002 - which since has grown 
to about $2.S million per year -
Schusterman pushed for BBYO 
to secede from the parent orga
nization. 

BBYO cut its ties with B'nai 
B'rith International on April 1, 
2002, becoming the latest in a 
string of organizations fostered 
by B'nai B'rith to leave the parent. 
B'nai B'rith International remains 
a major BBYO funder, recently 
committing to give the youth 
group $2.S million over the next 
five years, and still has five mem
bers on BBYO's board of trustees, 
according to Mark Olshan, B'nai 
B'rith International's associate 
executive vice president. 

In 2004, Grossman, now 
36, became the youngest execu
tive director of a major American 

Jewish non-profit group when he 
moved to BBYO three years ago. 

Grossman installed a strate
gic plan that essentially merge4 
traditional BBYO philosophy 
- a youth-led platform, heavy 
on social action, that stresses the 
ideals of brotherhood and sister
hood - with new methods of 
connecting to teenagers today. 

One early initiative was 
b-linked.org. An online com
munity where BBYO members 
create interactive profiles and 
form friend groups and interest
based discussions, b-linked has 
more than 12,000 registered teen 
users, according to Grossman. 

BBYO staff has an online 
database, known as "the dash
board," that tracks its teen mem
bers and 600 chapters, from 
events attended to membership 
payments. That allows the orga
nization to see which events teens 
find interesting and which ones 
they don't, and to find out what 
programming works best. 

The recent bus tour of Boston 
colleges was exactly the type 
of new programing that works, 
Grossman said, since a primary 
teen concern is where to attend 
college. 

Take Arielle Sidrane, for 
example. A senior at Commack 
High School, Sidrane, 18, is 
BBYO's Nassau-Suffolk regional 
president and an exceptional 

Multi-ethnic 'Bratz' give wrong message 
NEW YORK OTA) -

Depending on whom you ask, 
Bratzareodd-lookingmultiethnic 
dolls with big eyes - or they're, 
like, the coolest things ever. 
The dolls-with their "passion for 
fashion" demonstrated through 
midriff-baring tops and micro
mini skirts - have been criti
cized by many parents as being 
overly-sexualized and therefore 
bad examples for little girls. 
But ask a 6- to 10-year-old girl 
about them, and she'll say they're 
s00000 awesome. 

The sales of Bratz nearly rival 
that of Barbie - topping more 
than S2 billion by 2006 - and 
now, with the wide release last 
week of the first-ever Bratz 
feature-length film, they've 
secured their place as pop-cul
ture icons for the pre-tween set. 

Bratz were created in 2000 
by Isaac Larian, an Iranian 
Jewish immigrant-turned-toy 
entrepreneur, who had set out 
to create an anti-Barbie. Legend 
has it that Larian was turned 
off by the swollen-head proto
type a designer showed him, 
but his then-11-year-old daugh
ter, Jasmin, was enthralled by it. 
Thus, the first of the Bratz pack, 

Yasmin, was born. Soon after
ward, her totally multicultural 
BFF (that's best friends for
ever!) followed, including Jade, 
Cloe and Sasha - all of whom 
are characters in the live-action 
film. 

But somehow muddled up 
in the Bratz phenomenon is 
the notion that image is every
thing. And many don't approve 
of the tarted-up image they see. 
Blasting 'Bratz' 
in her latest book, "Girls Gone 
Mild: Young Women Reclaim 
Self-Respect and Find It's 
Not Bad to Be Good," author 
Wendy Shalit takes Bratz to 
task for its overtly sexy image. 
"I think it's a very confusing time 
and Bratz is reflecting this confu
sion," Shalit told JTA. 

"Bratz," the movie - while 
keeping its stars clothed and 
chaste - bends over backward 
to hit home its message of diver
sity, often resorting to cliche. 
Half-Jewish, half-Latina Yasmin 
- is played by 25-year-old 
Nathalia Ramos, herself the 
daughter of a Spanish father 
and a Australian Jewish mother 
- who inexplicably has a mari
achi band in her kitchen and 
sings "La Cucaracha" with her 

Photo: MGA Entertainment 

YASMIN, Bratz's half-Jewish, 
half-Latina doll. 

grandmother (played by Lainie 
Kazan), whom she inexplicably 
calls Bubbe. 

But with all the "likes," the 
"omigods," and the rampant com
mercialism - after all, a love of 
makeup and shopping are what 
bind these girls together - what 
kind of message is Bratz sending 
to young girls? 

student, but she hasn't decided 
where to attend college next year 
- because she doesn't really 
want to go immediately after 
high school. 

Sidrane became involved 
in the Save Darfur movement 
through BBYO. She helped send 
a group of 400 BBYO partici
pants to the Save Darfur rally in 
New York last September, and 
she tries to attach a Darfur fund
raising component every time 
BBYO raises money. 

Sidrane wanted to defer col
lege to work on the Darfur move
ment full-time, but her parents 
nixed the idea. 

So while most of the 24 
students on the Boston bus trip 
were sophomores and juniors 

still considering where to apply 
to schools, Sidrane was visit
ing some schools to which she 
had grudgingly applied, such as 
Boston University and Tufts. 

The visits lef her more open
minded and even excited about 
college because she saw that she 
could stay involved in the Darfur 
campaign while on campus. Sid
rane also said she believes that 
college is a way to grow Jewishly, 
and plans to minor or major in · 
Jewish studies. 

"This is all something I would 
have never considered until I was 
so involved in BBYO," she said. 

For information on the 
BBYO New England Region, 
call (781) 341-2016, EXT. 268. 
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D'var Torah 
PARASHAT RE'EH 

DEUT. 11:26 -16:17 Be yourself 
7he gifts brought to the Temple conformity and habit are nowhere 

far the Pilgrimage festivals teach us more imposing than in the realm 
the importance of preserving our of faith and ritual. 
unique identities. Is it really that hard to be 

By Rabbi Bradley Shavit Artson free? Is it really that impossible to 
be ourselves? Can it be that God 

Social pressure to conform is 
a steady and soul-deadening force. 
With relentless enticements, cul
tures seek ways to impose simila
rity of worldview, ofbehavior, even 
of thought upon their members. 
Even contemporary society, with 
its laudable commitment to indi
viduality, imposes subtle mandates 
through the media, through the 
movies, through advertisements 
and in countless other ways. 

Small wonder, then, that the 
truly free soul is rare. Indeed, for 
many who practice religion (and 
for many who flee religion), that 

wants us to conform? 

Today's Torah portion speaks 
with great joy of the three Pil
grimage Festivals of the Jewish 
calendar: "Three times a year--on 
the Feast of Unleavened Bread 
(Passover), on the Feast of Weeks 
(Shavuot), and on the Feast of 
Booths (Sukkot)-all your males 
shall appear before God in the 
place that God will choose. They 
shall not appear before God 
empty-handed, but each according 
to their own gift, according to the 
blessing that God has bestowed 

Carol Schneider 
Member of the 

#1 Gammons Team 
• Realtor since 1983 

• Multi-million dollar producer 

• Serving all of Rhode Island 

-~ Prudential 
~ G I - ammons Rea ty 

Exceeding 
your expectations 

401-374-3774 

1$ E-mail: carols@prudentialgammonsrealty.com ® 
aii1 '.• II 1·1· 1· 1 -,,,,,- ·, 1 · 1' 1 · '·. 

It's easy to become 

part of our temple family 

We invite you to learn about 

Temple Beth-El at our 

OPEN HOUSE 

Wednesday,Septembers,2007 
7:00 - 9:00 p.m. 

Bring the whole family! 

For more information, call 401-331-6070 

www.temple-beth-el.org 

Temple B~~~-E_I 
(<JJHJfP<j,lt1on ~f)fl~ ol l\l,H•I R, {) 11/'td 

70 Orchard Awnue ,,ovidence, IU 02'°'-5402 
o.rw.dlft185 .-.......,ofNUfttoftof~.....,._~ 

Lnll~ Y. G•flffffllfl. a,.bl,# • ~flh , . ~•,ct. An«"1k' #Wbbl • )ucmh A. Sotpowln. C1111to, 

upon you." 
The Torah presents a fascina

ting three-fold series of descripti
ons of our offerings: 1) We are to 
appear not empty handed, 2) we 
are to give according to one's own 
gift, 3) our gift is to be according 
to God's blessing. What do these 
three qualifications tell us about 
our place in society, the place for 
our personality and distinctiveness 
in God's world? 

On the surface, these three 
statements are parallel, reitera
ting that we are to give in joy, 
and to give within our means. As 
the medieval sage, Saadia Gaon 
reminds us, they teach a person to 
offer, "what his hand can afford, 
according to that which God has 
bestowed upon you." Similarly, 
the Talmud insists on limiting our 
charitable contributions: "If one 
wishes to spend generously, one 
should not spend more than one
fifth of one's income." 

The simple meaning of the 
Torah, most traditional sources 
agree, intends to regulate our 
voluntary religious gifts, so that 
they are joyously given, and given 
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within our financial capac1t1es. 
This insight is no small advance. 
Imagine how differently we might 
celebrate b'nai mitzvah, wedding 
parties, and Jewish communal 
celebrations with these stipulati
ons in mind! 

During our joyous celebra
tions, we must not come empty 
handed. To celebrate in God's 
presence one must not focus only 
on taking, not only on our own 
personal joy. To celebrate in the 
fullest sense is to harness our pri
vate triumphs to contribute to the 
repair of God's world. Whether 
that means using a party to feed 
the hungry, or to link a personal 
milestone to some communal 
cause, we transform moments of 
self-congratulations into occasi
ons to heal wounds and to right 
wrongs (and to show true grati
tude) when we connect our sim
chas to tzedakah, our parties to 
justice. 

The second biblical quali
fication is that the offering we 
bring must be "according to his 
own gift." That is to say that no 
two people may bring precisely 
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the same thing. Each must bring 
an offering reflective of one's 
own special talents and passions, 
something that illumines our own 
uniqueness. 

The third qualification is 
that the offering be "according 
to God's blessing." Here one can 
see the Torah as recognizing that 
human individuality is a reflection 
of divine love and bounty. God 's 
greatness is reflected not in some 
numbing conformity, but preci
sely in the stunning diversity of 
human character, interest, and 
talent. Knowing that God wants 
us to be who we are - unique, 
special, and distinctive - can 
provide a desperately needed tool 
for fighting social conformity and 
thoughtless habit. We dare not 
appear before God empty handed, 
but what we bring must reflect our 
unique gifts and personalities if it 
is to reflect God's blessings, and to 
bless, in turn, the lives of others. 

Rabbi Bradley Shavit Artson 
is the Dean of the Ziegler School of 
Rabbinic Studies at the University 
of Judaism in Los Angeles. 7he article 
is reprinted with permission from the 
University of Judaism. 
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Dr. Joseph Berger, 90 
PROVIDENCE Dr. 

Joseph Berger, 90, an optometrist 
who practiced in his Richmond 
St. office in Providence for nearly 
60 years, died July 18. He was 
the husband of the late F ranees 
(Oster) Berger, to whom he had 
been married for 45 years. Born 
in Providence, he was the son of 
the late Jacob and Rose (Korn) 
Berger, and was a graduate of 
the Massachusetts College of 
Optometry. 

Dr. Berger is survived by a 
daughter, Joan Rottenberg and 
her husband Murray of Cort
landt Manor, New York; his son, 
Jeffrey Berger and his wife Ilene 
of Plymouth, Mass.; his five 
grandchildren, David Rotten
berg, Judith Ben-Amran, Mark 
Berger, Scott Berger, and Tracie 
Schor; as well as six great-grand
children. 

Contributions may be made 
to Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard 
Ave., Providence, RI 02906. 

Rosa Galkin, 98 
PROVIDENCE - Rosa 

Galkin, 98, died Aug 1. She 
was the wife of the late Hyman 
Galkin. A lifelong resident of 
Providence, she was a daughter of 
the late Harry and Mary (Weit
man) Glass. 

Mrs. Galkin was a member 
ofTemple Beth-El,Jewish Family 
Service and the former Women's 
Association of the Jewish Home 
for the Aged, and a former 
member of Temple Emanu-El. 

She leaves two sons, Howard 
Galkin and his wife Susan of 
Paramus, N.J.; and James Galkin 
and his wife Gail of Cranston. 
She is survived by her grandchil
dren, Andrew Galkin, Todd and 
his wife Robin Galkin, Jonathan 
and his wife Sara Galkin, Lee and 
his wife Erika Galkin, and Mat
thew and his wife Chloe Galkin. 
She was also the great-grand-

mother of Charil, Chloe, Ella, 
Julian, Lily, Noah and Sasha. 
M rs. Galkin was the sister of the 
late Robert, Barney, Murray and 
Leo Glass. 

Contributions in her memory 
may be made to Jewish Seniors 
Agency or St. Elizabeth Home. 

Abraham Golden, 93 
PROVIDENCE - Abra

ham Golden, 93, a retired service 
station manager and WWII vet
eran, died July 31. 

Born in Providence, Oct. 
12, 1913, a son of the late Jacob 
and Mary (Mindick) Golden, he 
was a lifelong resident of the city. 
Mr. Golden was the manager of 
the former Esso Service Station 
on Hope St. for more than 30 
years. 

He served in the U.S. Army 
as a combat infantry soldier 

during WWII and par-
~ ticipated in the landing 
~ on Normandy Beach. 

He was a member of the 
30th Division and was wounded 
during the Battle of the Bulge. 
Mr. Golden received two Purple 
Hearts for wounds received 
during the war. He was a member 
of the Disabled American Veter
ans and the Jewish War Veterans. 
He was a former member of Con
gregation Mishkon Tfiloh. 

He is survived by his brother, 
Harold Golden of Sepulveda, 
Calif., and his niece and neph
ews; Beth Pullman of Atlanta, 
Ga.; Dr. Robert Finkelstein of 
Marblehead, Mass.; Dr. Ronald 
Golden of G reat Neck, N.Y.; 
Charles Golden ofN.Y.; and Neal 
Golden of Las Vegas, Nev. He 
was the brother of the late Betty 
Finkelstein and Max, Reuben 
and Samuel Golden. 

Contributions may be made 
to the Disabled American Veter
ans, 1 Capitol Hill, Providence, 
RI 02908. 

Maurice Goodman, 86 
FALLS CH U RCH , Va. -

Maurice Goodman, 86, died on 
July 13. A native Rhode Islander, 
he is survived by his wife, Lois 
Goodman of Falls Church; his 
children, Barbara Goodman of 
Las Vegas, Nev.; Rhonda Good
man of Greenfield, Ind.; and 
James Goodman of Costa Mesa, 
Calif. He is also survived by a 
brother, Dave; a twin brother, 
Hyman; his sister Sophie; a 
grandson, and two great-grand
sons. 

Donations in his memory 
may be made to Beth El Hebrew 
Congregation, 3830 Seminary 
Road , Alexandria, VA 22304. 

Helen Gorden, 87 
WARWICK Helen 

Gorden, 87, died July 25. She 
was the wife of the late Zelig 
Gorden. Born in the Bronx, 
N.Y., she was the daughter of 
the late Joseph and Ida (Kyman) 
Ades, and had lived in Warwick 
for 34 years, previously residing 
in Providence. 

She was a researcher taking 
surveys for various companies for 
over 20 years. 

She was the mother of Mark 
Gorden of Washington, D.C.; 
Alan Gorden and his wife Andrea 
ofWarwick; and Scott Gorden of 
Oak Hills, Cal if. She was also 
the sister of the late Leo and 
Robert Ades and Jeanette Perler; 
and the grandmother of Bret, 
Chad, Zachary, Alyson, Kelsey, 
Shea, Abigail and Andrew; and 
,!.unt to several nieces and neph
ews. 

Contributions in her memory 
may be made to your favorite 
charity. 

Edith Kortick, 86 
CRANSTON Edith 

Kortick, 86, died July 22. She 
was the wife of Morris Kortick 
for 65 years. Born in Fall River, 
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Mass., a daughter of the late Lois 
and Ida (Sandler) Trostonoff, she 
had lived in Providence before 
moving to Cranston 49 years 
ago. 

In 1950, she founded , with 
her husband, the Jewel Manufac
turing Company, which was later 
acquired by Swarovsky Interna
tional. 

She was a former member of 
Potowomut Country Club and an 
original member of Crestwood 
Country Club where she was 
twice runner-up golfer for the 
championship of her division. 

A former Brownie and Girl 
Scout leader, she was also a 
member ofHadassah and Temple 
Sinai, and she generously sup
ported many Jewish causes. 

She was the grandmother of 
Marcy Cohen and great-grand
mother of Noah and Gabriel. 

She was also the mother of 
the late Helen Ann Kortick and 
the sister of the late Nathan Tros
tonoff and Sarah Dix. 

Contributions in her memory 
can be made to Temple Sinai. 

Lillian Levitt, 92 
PROVIDENCE - Lillian 

Levitt, 92, died Aug. 5 in Elm
hurst Extended Care Facility, 
Providence. She was the beloved 
wife of the late Milton Levitt. A 
lifelong Providence resident, Lil
lian was a daughter of the late 
Isaac and Paulina (Lebow) Hor
vitz. 

She was the devoted mother 
of Paul Levitt and his wife Bar
bara, Richard Levitt and his wife 
Thelma-Jo, James Levitt and his 
wife Cathy and Myra Braverman 
and her husband Jack. She was 
the loving grandmother of 9 and 
great-grandmother of 8. 

Obituaries 
Contributions in her memory 

may be made to your favorite 
charity. 

Hannah Nasoff, 91 
PROVIDENCE - Hannah 

(Grabel) Nasoff, 91, died July 
28. She was the wife of the late 
Hyman Nasoff. Born in New 
York City, a daughter of the late 
Israel and Bleema Grabel, she 
had lived in Poughkeepsie, N.Y., 
for over SO years before moving 
to Rhode Island. 

She was a former member of 
Vassar Temple in Poughkeepsie, 
and a member ofHadassah. 

She is survived by her son; 
Lewis Nasoff of Jerusalem, Israel; 
her grandchildren; Michael and 
his wife Leslie; Kathy and her 
husband Tony; Kimberly and her 
husband John; Sivan and Miri; 
12 great-grandchildren, and sev
eral nieces and nephews, Alan, 
Barbara, Rona, Blossom, Blaine, 
Bonnie, Robert, Gina and Betti
ann. She was also the mother of 
the late Helene Chazan and the 
sister of the late Ethel Seif, Wil
liam Grabel, Sally Siegel, Regina 
Henderson, Roslyn Fishman and 
Libby Sangster. 

Contributions may be made 
to the charity of your choice. 

Norton E. Salk, 79 
EAST PROVIDENCE 

- Norton E. Salk, 79, died Aug. 
3. He was the husband of Evelyn 
(Lema) Kurtz Salk and the late 
Phyllis (Moverman) Salk. Born 
in Providence, he was a son of 
the late Louis and Belle (Fein
gold) Salk. 

Mr. Salk was a graduate of 
Classical High School, the Uni
versity of Michigan and was an 
alumnus of Brown University. 

See OBITUARIES, page 34 
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Obituaries 
OBITUARIES 
From page 33 

Norton E. Salk 

He was a self-employed 
architect, he volunteered his 
architectural services for many 
organizations over the years. 

• 
He was an Army 

veteran of WW II and 
Korea and was a member 
of Jewish War Veterans 

Post#23. 
He is survived by his chil

dren, Howard A. Salk and Linda 
Heckman; he was also the step
father ofJames and Linda Kurtz. 
H e leaves his brother, Donald 
Salk, and sisters Judith Benhar
ris and Harriet Simon. He was 
the grandfather of Nicole, Ari, 
Ethan and Max. 

In lieu of flowers, contribu
tions in his memory may be made 
to your favorite charity. 

Everett Silverman, 81 

NATICK, Mass. - Everett 
Milton Silverman, 81, died July 
28. He was the husband of Ber
nice (Spevak) Silverman. 

Besides his wife, he is sur
vived by his children, Gary 
Kamens and his wife Pauline 
of Attleboro; Steven Kamens of 
Natick; and Paul Kamens and his 
wife Barbara of Framingham; his 
sister; Annette Pomerantz and her 
husband Morton of Warwick; his 
grandchildren, Bethany, Bryan 
and his wife Jennifer, Alissa 
and Ben; two great-grandchil
dren; and his nieces and neph
ews, Sheldon Pomerantz, Lynn 
Pomerantz, Paul Pomerantz and 
his wife Judy and their sons; and 
Jill and Gary Goodman and their 
daughter. 

Contributions may be made 
to the American Heart Associa
tion. 

Gertrude Stern, 87 
WARWICK - Gertrude 

St~r-11, 87, died July 28. Born in 

Vatican asked'tri_censure 
Polish priest 

Jewish groups called on the 
Vatican to discipline a Roman 
Catholic priest for making anti
Semitic remarks. 

The Rev. Tadeusz Rydzyk, 
a Polish clergyman who met 
Sunday with Pope Benedict XVI 
in Rome, allegedly called Jewish 
Holocaust restitution efforts 
greedy and condemned Polish 
President Lech Kaczynski for 
supporting the Museum of the 
History of Polish Jews, sched
uled to open in 2009. Rydzyk 
apparently made the remarks at 
a university, according to a tape 
obtained last month by the Polish 

LUSTIGER 
From page 12 

Lustiger was a central figure 
in Catholic-Jewish reconcilia
tion efforts that characterized the 
tenure of Pope John Paul II, with 
whom he was close. He served 
as John Paul's representative at 
the commemoration ceremonies 
marking the 60th anniversary 
of the liberation of Auschwitz in 
2005. 

As archbishop of Paris, 
Lustiger served as a diplomatic 
back-channel, relaying to the 
Vatican Jewish concerns regard
ing Catholic anti-Semitism and 
the building of a convent at the 
Auschwitz death camp. 

The latter issue had a special 
resonance for Lustiger because his 
mother, Gisele, perished there. 

"He understood the feel
ings that a Jew has about sensi
tive and important issues," Singer 
said. "You didn't have to convince 
him . You didn't have to convert 

magazine Wprost. 
Rydzyk, a member of the 

Redemptorist order, for years has 
been accused of running anti
Semitic commentaries on his 
Radio Maryja and other media 
outlets he owns. 

Rabbi Marvin Hier, founder 
and dean of the Los Angeles
based Wiesenthal Center, said 
he hoped the pope used Sunday's 
meeting to rebuke Rydzyk. With
out such a public statement from 
the Vatican, Hier said, "I'm afraid 
the Vatican would be sullying its 
reputation by granting legitimacy 
to an unrepentant bigot." 

him. He knew what it felt to be a 
Jew in a non-Jewish environment 
because, in this respect, many 
aristocratic Catholics probably 
viewed him as a Jew." 

A longtime proponent of 
interreligious reconciliation, 
Lustiger was nevertheless seen 
as a troubling figure by the small 
cohort of Jewish leaders who 
regularly engaged their Catholic 
counterparts in dialogue. Though 
widely admired for his warmth 
and friendliness, even those close 
to him acknowledged their dis
comfort sitting across from a 
man who had willingly converted 
to Catholicism and yet continued 
to speak of himself as a Jew. 

"I ·was born Jewish, and so I 
remain, even if that is unaccept
able for many," Lustiger once told 
an interviewer. 

"For me, the vocation of 
I srael is bringing light to the 

Providence, she was the daughter 
of the late Leo and Lena (Chus
mir) Stern. 

She was a life member of 
H adassah and a member of the 
Shalom Tenants Association. 

She was the sister of Doro
thy Nulman ofWarwick, and the 
late Joseph Stern and Mary God
frey, and she had many nieces 
and nephews. 

Contributions in her memory 
may be made to Meeting Street 
School, 1000 Eddy St., Provi
dence, RI 02905. 

Marilyn Sussman, 75 
FALL RIVER - Marilyn 

L. (Greenberg) Sussman, 75, of 
Fall River, formerly of Framing
ham, Mass., died July 31 after a 
lengthy and courageous battle 
with cancer. She was the wife 
of the late Alan Sussman and 
daughter of the late Irving and 
Rose Greenberg. 

She is survived by her three 
daughters: Carol Ghatak of 

Medway, Mass.; Sara Austin and 
her husband Jeff of Hopkinton, 
Mass.; and Julie Izsak and her 
husband Len of Bedford, N .H . 
She was the sister of Marvin 
Greenberg and his wife Doris 
of Riverside. She was the grand
mother of Alexandra, Matthew, 
Halle, Samuel and Robert. 

Mrs. Sussman was a member 
of Hadassah and the Red Hat 
Society, and was a volunteer for 
the Fall River Food Pantry and 
Charleton Memorial Hospital. 

Contributions in her memory 
can be made to the American 
Cancer Society or Dana-Farber 
Cancer Institute. 

Kurt Weber, 87 
ENCINITAS,Calif.- Kurt 

Weber, 87, formerly of Cranston, 
died July 24. He was the husband 
of the late Annalisa (Traugott) 
Weber. The couple met in Ham
burg, Germany, and married in 
Providence in 1940. 

He served his country with 
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honor in the United States Army 
in WWII, and was a 

~ member of Local 51 
~ Plumbers & Steamfit-

ters Union, the Overseas 
Masonic Lodge, and The Rhode 
Island Jewish Fraternal organiza
tion. 

He leaves a sister, Edith 
(Weber) Nathan and her hus
band Bernard, of Warwick; two 
children, Eileen Weber of La 
Jolla, Calif.; and Kenneth and 
his wife Linda (Golditch) Weber 
of Carlsbad, Calif.; and three 
grandchildren, Stacey and her 
husband Erik Loomis of Los 
Angeles; Matthew Weber of Los 
Angeles, and Michael Weber of 
San Francisco. 

A gravesite service will be 
held Tuesday, Aug. 14, at 10:45 
a.m. at Sharon Memorial Park, 
Sharon, Mass. 

Contributions in his memory 
may be made to the National 
Kidney Foundation, 30 East 33rd 
St., New York, NY 10016. 

NOTICE TO OUR READERS 

As you are aware, the pass
ing of a loved one or a friend is 
a lifecycle event that should be 
shared and honored within the 
community. This is especially 
true within the Jewish com
munity. Biographic, family 
information, date and time of 
funeral service and Shiva loca
tion and times are extremely 
important. 

Over the years, the Jewish 
Voice and Herald has pub
lished obituaries at no cost as 
a service to our community 
while other publications have 

goyim," he said, referring to 
the Hebrew term for non-Jews. 
"That is my hope, and I believe 
that Christianity is the means for 
achieving it." 

In an interview soon after 
being named archbishop by Pope 
John Paul II , he told an inter
viewer, "For me this nomina
tion was as if, all of a sudden, the 
crucifix began to wear a yellow 
star." 

One Jewish leader who met 
Lustiger many times in the con
text of interreligious dialogue 
said such comments underscore 
what he saw as the "problematic" 
nature of the endeavor. 

"He said that as a Catho
lic he is a fulfilled Jew," sa id the 
leader, who asked not to be iden
tified. "It implies that if you do 
not share that faith then you're 
not complete." 

"It took awhile for Jewish 

charged for this service. With 
much thought and consideration, 
The Voice and Herald, due to the 
increasing publishing costs, will 
begin charging a nominal fee for 
this service. 

The cost for Pl\blishing an 
obituary will include a list
ing in the newspaper as well as 
a timely listing on our website, 
www.jvhri.org. The added· fea
ture of the website will provide 
the family and friends with up 
to date information and will be 
updated daily. 

The cost for publication of 

leaders to recognize that he was 
not proselytizing but that he was 
really sincere in seeing himself 
as a bridge that could help rec
onciliation." said Rabbi James 
Rudin, a past chairman of the 
International Jewish Committee 
for lnterreligious Consultations. 

Even Singer, who was close 
to Lustiger and hosted him in his 
home, said he was deeply uncom
fortable at their first meeting. 

"It was almost impossible for 
me," Singer said. "I was embar
rassed to tell people that we were 
meeting." 

If it was hard for his Jewish 
interlocutors, it seems to have 
been equally hard for Lustiger 
himself. 

In the 1970s he was reported 
to have considered leaving France 
for Israel, but he remained and 
quickly rose up the Church ranks . 
He became bishop of Orleans in 

an obituary will be S45.00 
for up to five inches of infor
mation. Over five inches in 
length will incur an addi
tional charge of $1.50 per 
line. 

The fee for publishing 
obituaries will take effect 
beginning September 1, 
2007. 

The Editorial Board and 
Business Committee of the 
Rhode Island Jewish Voice 
and Herald appreciate your 
support and understanding 
of this delicate matter. 

1979 and archbishop of Paris in 
1981. Two years later John Paul 
made him a cardinal. He retired 
in 2005. 

During a 1995 visit to Israel 
coinciding with Holocaust 
Remembrance Day, Lustiger 
was vilified by Chief Rabbi Yis
rael Meir Lau, who accused him 
of betraying his people at their 
darkest hour. 

"To say that I am no longer 
a Jew is like denying my father 
and mother, my grandfathers 
and grandmothers," Lustiger 
responded. "I am as Jewish as all 
the other members of my family 
who were butchered in Auschwitz 
or in the other camps." 

In a lighter moment during 
an appearance at Tel Aviv Uni
versity, Lustiger was asked if he 
could become the next pope. H e 
replied using the Yiddish word 
for crazy: "Meshuggeh." 
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Mi Voice 

£jfe </)oesn't Getfiny <Better Cf'han Cf'his' 
SUMMER CAMP IN PAWTUCKET 

(1he fallowing is an excerpt f rom an essay 
·n Rabbi Bob A lper's collection of 44 v ignettes, 
Life Doesn't Get Any Better 1han Ib is.") 

By Rabbi Bob Alper 
I'D GIVE ANYTHING ... ANYTHING 
Westwood will shine tonight, Westwood will 

shine. 

Westwood will shine tonight, Westwood will 
shine. 

Westwood will shine tonight, Westwood will 
shine. 

When the sun goes down an d the moon comes 
up, W estwood will shine! 

It's a silly old camp song. Not much meaning to it 
either: after all, how can a camp "shine"? 

Yet these words have been belted out over and over 
again through the decades by thousands of kids and 
their counselors, sung with fervor, gusto, even pas
sion. Visions of guitar-playing song leaders whipping 
a campfire into a frenzy, or partisans at an inter-camp 
sporting event screaming the Westwood mantra in an 
attempt to drown out the competition's supporters. 

But "Westwood Will Shine" has never been sung 
with more zest, and love, than one July evening over a 
dinner table in Manchester, Vermont. Three onlook
ers watched in muted astonishment as a minister in his 
50s and a rabbi 15 years his junior joyously crooned 
the trite chorus to which there are no verses. 

My initial encounter with Jerry took place on a 
Sunday morning at his Congregational Church. Our 
family was vacationing in Manchester for the first 
time. I decided to take an interreligious busman's 
holiday and attended services. 

Jerry's warm and appealing pulpit style was con
firmed later, over coffee at the reception. I seem to 
recall that when I introduced myself as a vacation
ing rabbi from Philadelphia, Jerry replied that he, too, 
once served a congregation in Philadelphia, and that 
his favorite view of the City of Brotherly Love was the 
one he saw in his car's rear-view mirror. 

We exchanged letten. 
Jerry and I enjoyed each other's company and 

eagerly looked forward to my increasingly frequent 
visits to Vermont. But it wasn't till a few years into 
our friendship that we discovered an unexpected bond 
linking us together. 

Both Jerry and I had spent youthful summers at a 
place called Camp Westwood. 

W e weren't there at the same time. Jerry was a 
counselor and unit head during the late 1940s, and I 
only began my tenure as a young camper in 1953. Yet 
once we stumbled upon our common history during 
an intimate summer dinner party, the Westwood 
trivia began to flow as fast as the suddenly-celebra
tory wine. 

Westwood trivia 
What was the name of the dining hall? The Mer

rimichi! 
What stood behind the archery range? A 19th 

century cemetery. 
A nd why did all the campers envy the Catho

lic kids? They got to ride in a truck to mass every 
Sunday while the Jewish and Protestant kids had to 
stay behind in camp. 

What was the slogan over the firepl ace? "He who 
chops his own wood, warms himself twice." 

'I can still see what had ultimate1y 
become an almost all-Jew,15h 
choir under the direction of Ellie 
Borenstein singing the hymn .. 
"There's a Little Brown Church in 
the Vale.' 

And the name of the troll who lived under the 
dock? Old Ned. 

And so on throughout the meal. Stories, tales, 
trivia, memories. And songs. Jerry and I had a per
fectly delightful evening. 

Our dinner companions were patient. Tolerant. 
Bored. 

What kind of camp was it that spawned a min
ister and a rabbi and, I imagine, some priests as well? 
Westwood was, and still is, a camp operated by the 
YMCA of Pawtucket, Rhode Island, the city next door 
to Providence, my home town. My first year at West
wood there were probably six Jewish kids in the whole 
place, it cost $18 a week, and it was an all-boys' camp. 
By my sixth and final year the camp had turned co-ed 
and the Jewish population had expanded as well. 

I have a very vivid memory of the so-called non
denominational Sunday morning services we were 
required to attend in the little outdoor chapel by the 
lake. I can still see what had ultimately become an 
almost all-Jewish choir under the direction of Ellie 
Borenstein singing the hymn, "There's a Little Brown 
Church in the Vale." 

Memories. Funny memories. Happy times. But 
there was some pain as well. 

Jerry and I talked about that too, exchanging tales 
of the lonely, scary moments, especially my homesick
ness being away from my family for the first time as a 
child. And we shared stories of the growth and under
standing that were part of the emergence into man
hood marking Jerry's tenure at Camp Westwood. 

There is one particular story Jerry told that has 
remained with me all these years. 

"I never was an athlete," Jerry began. "I don't think 
I ever owned a baseball glove, and if someone threw a 
ball at me, I did the same thing as a kid that I do now. 
I either wrap my hands around my head to protect my 
face or stretch out my arms in front of me to try to 
knock the thing out of the air." 

"When the teams were picked, the way they used 
to do it in the old days , I wanted to dig a hole and dive 
in head first. They picked from the crowd: first, second, 
third, fourth choice and so on down the line. And then 
inevitably, at the very end, one of the captains would 
bargain: 'Okay, I'll take Jerry this time, but that means 
I get first pick next time.' What humiliation! 

"To make matters worse," Jerry continued, "my 
counterpart at W estwood, the other unit head, was a 
super-athlete. Not only that, Jim was somewhat of a 
war hero, having served as a bombardier in Europe. 
Lean, muscular and handsome, this guy could run and 
jump and bat and catch and swim and dive and wrestle 
better that anyone. An all-around jock. Mr. M acho. 
God, how I hated him ." 

"At least, I hated him at first. I had every reason 
to. He was a superman and there was I , a non-veteran 
seminary student, a nice person mind you, but think of 
how I looked in comparison." 

Rabbi Bob Alper 

Jerry explained, "I hated him at first, but then 
something happened to change all that. An experi
ence I will always cherish. It was a moment when I 
learned something profound about myself and about 
life. 

"It was in the evening, after the campers had gone 
to bed, and as I often did for relaxation I walked into 
the dining hall, sat down at the old upright piano and 
began to play. I wasn't a concert pianist. Just what you 
might call recreational tickling of the ivories. Notter
rific. But not that bad either. 

"And during the pauses between songs, even 
during the rests between measures, I could often hear 
the soothing sound of the small waves lapping at the 
shore of the lake or the 

"One night, in the midst of my playing, some
thing seemed different, something unusual. I sensed 
a presence in the dining hall. I stopped my song in 
mid-measure, looked down the long row of tables and 
realized that I was not alone. I squinted in the half
light, then realized that my fellow unit head, the war 
hero, the super athlete was sit ting next to the doorway 
at the far end of the room. Apparently he had been 
there for a long time listening to me play. Perhaps he 
had sat there on other nights as well. 

"The echo of my last notes faded and then the 
only sounds were the little waves, the rowboats, other 
summer night noises. I looked at Jim and gave him a 
nod of acknowledgment. A nd he sort of lowered his 
eyes and whispered, almost with embarrassment, Td 
give anything .. .!' d give anything ... to be able to play 
the piano like you do."' 

That was the end of the story. D ecades later, 
Jerry still remembered. And why not? The magical 
encounter in the dim light of a summer camp dining 
hall literally changed the way he perceived the world, 
the way he perceived other people, and the way he 
perceived himself. 

(Rabbi A lper is a writer and stand- up comedian. For 
more information, visit his websit, at www.bobalper. 
com.) 
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Community 
Event to celebrate Samdperil's life 

PROVIDENCE On 
Sunday evening, Sept. 30, the 
community will gather at Temple 
Emanu-El to celebrate the life 
of a remarkable human being, 
Charlie Samdperil, who passed 
away on D ec. 12, 2006. 

Lower 
East Side 
festival 
returns 

PROVIDENCE 
Jewish Community Center will 
bring back the Lower East Side 
when its popular festival returns 
for the third year. The celebration 
will take place Sunday, Aug. 26, 
from 11 a. m. to 3 p.m. in Lippitt 
Park at the corner of Blackstone 
Boulevard and Hope Street. 

This event will recreate the 
sights, sounds, and feel of New 
York City's Lower East Side 
during the early 20th century, 
when many Jews im migrated to 
the United States. Visit Lippitt 
Park fo r a day of fun, live music, 
trad itional dancing, children's 
activities, shopping, and food. 
Featured entertainers include: 
Grammy Award winner Bill 
Harley, Klezphonics, Mashke, 
and Danoe the Clown. Local mer
chants will be on hand to market 
their wa res . Additional vendors, 
volunteers and unpaid perform
ers are welcome. The event is free 
and open to the public. 

The festival is also sponsored 
by the City of Providence's "Cel
ebrate Providence" Neighbor
hood Performing Arts Initiative, 
the City of Providence, Mayor 
David N. Cicilline, the Depart
ment of Art, Culture & Tourism, 
Department of Public Parks, and 
the Department of Recreation. 

The event is designed to 
showcase the neighborhood's 
unique character and foster a 
sense of community pride and 
unity. 

He was very active in the 
Jewish community and served as 
president, vice president and gen
eral campaign chair at Federa
tion. He was also a former board 
member of Temple Emanu-El 
and one of the founding members 
of the men's Torah class. 

Family and friends remem
ber him as a much-loved, gen
erous, gregarious and humorous 
man. They remember his smile. 
Whether he was working at his 
family business, the Providence 

Yarn Company and Yarn Outlet, 
davening at the morning minyan 
at Temple Emanu-El, leading a 
meeting at the Jewish Federation 
of Rhode Island, or just engaged 
in conversation , he smiled. 

An endowment fund to ben
efit students at the Jewish Com
munity Day School has been 
established in his memory. JCDS 
is helping to sponsor the event. 

It will be held from 6 to 9 
p.m. 

Rosh Hashanah 
Holiday Issue 

September '71h 
RESERVE YOUR SPACE NOW. 

CAI.I. FIIAN ZAILOFF 
401-421-4111, ext. 160 

E-mail: fzasloff@jfri.org 

Reach Rhode Island and Southern 
New England's Jewish Communities 

through the pages.of 

•lmlllam~ 
• Holiday Greetings 
• Special Gift Ideas 
• Food and Catering 
• Goods and Services 

Advertising in the jRM'11tirD llbailf'o 
Rosh Hashanah issue will increase your 
business visibility to a select market in 
R.I. and Southeast Mass. 
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Education 

DARFUR ACTIVISTS - URI Hillel students Leah Schechtman, left, Jessica Wolchok and Alina Zolot nits
kaya set up a booth at URl's Memorial Union to get students to writ e postcards to President Bush as 
part of the " Million Voices for Darfur• campaign last spring. 

Hillels await returning students 
By Jessica Perlman 
Perlman_jessica@yahoo.com 

Once the bedroom door 
closes, the dorm room opens, and 
college freshman from all across 
the world are preparing to take 
the next important step in their 
lives. 

Settling into campus life may 
be unnerving to some, however, 
most colleges offer various pro
grams, clubs and organizations 
that can help with the transition. 

Hillel, the largest Jewish 
campus organization in the world, 
encourages Jewish students to 
explore their campus affiliate. 

"Hillel offers everything that 
a Jewish college student is look
ing for," explained Jeff Rubin, 
of Hillel International. "Some 
students want the comfort zone, 
while others want to experience 
something new. It all depends on 
the individual." 

The High Holidays will be 

arriving shortly, and when it's 
difficult to get home for services, 
Hillel offers a convenient alterna
tive. 

"By far, the High Holiday ser
vices are the most popular events," 
Rubin said. 

Kosher Shabbats, 'Go 
Green' programs 

Founded at the University 
of Illinois in 1923, there are cur
rently more than 500 Hillels 
around the world, helping stu
dents explore their Jewish heritage 
and religion. Hillels offer holiday 
services and celebrations, as well 
as weekly kosher Shabbat dinners. 
It also prompts students to take an 
interest in tzedek, or social justice, 
offering programs such as Go 
Green with Hillel, and Hillel's 
Hurricane Katrina Alternative 
Breaks. 

The Hillel at Brown Univer
sity is planning up-coming fresh
man orientation programs. 

"We'll be having a barbecue 
on Sept. 10th, and in a few weeks 
we'll be doing a brunch," said 
Brown program director Saman
tha Pohl. "Also, the freshman 
get to learn about Hillel from the 
older students, which definitely 
helps." 

There are 300-400 students 
involved with Brown University's 
Hillel and their many programs 
pertain to Israel, arts and culture 
and social justice, among others . 
Pohl is looking forward to more 
exposure this upcoming year. 

"We'll be giving out a free 
gift to freshman, and our program 
guide will be out soon. We're 
trying to increase our presence 
on the campus, and we're always 
looking for new people." 

For more information visit 
www.hillel.org or www.brown
hillel.org 

Jessica Perlman is a freelance 
writer from East Providence. 

How to find Hillel at your college 
With many local students 

taking the great leap forward 
this fall, the Hillels at their 
respective colleges can offer a 
place to go for friendship and 
maybe a taste of home. Hillels 
offer different services depend
ing largely on the size of the 
Jewish population at the school. 
Most offer services and kosher 
meals, especially on Shabbat 
and holidays, as well as social 
action and social activities. 

Hillel Council of New Eng
land, 1320 Centre St., Newton 
Centre, MA 02459, Suite 306 
(617) 928-1488 has a full list 
of colleges with Hillels in New 
England. 

Listed below are several local CT (860) 429-9007. Has a 
Hillels. building and staff. 

• Brown-RISD Hillel, 80 
Brown St., Providence 02906, 
(401) 863-2805. Has a building 
and staff. 

• Bentley College, Waltham 
MA, 22459: Spiritual Life 
Center, (781) 891-2194. 

• Bryant University, Jewish 
Student Organization, (401) 
232-6266. 

• University of Mass. 
Amherst, Has a building, Rabbi, 
staff, many activities and kosher 
meal plan. (413) 549-1710. 

• URI Kingston , 12 Fra
ternity Circle (401) 874-2740. 
Building, exec. director and 
Jewish student life coordinator. 

• Roger Williams University, 
Bristol, RI (401) 254-3223. 

• Brandeis University, • Wesleyan University, Mid-
Waltham, MA 02454 (781) 736- dletown, CT. Ha.,urah (860) 
2000. 685-2278. 

• Johnson & Wales University, • Wheaton College, 501 Col-
Providence (401) 598-1499. lege Ave., Norton, MA (630) 

• University of Conn., Storrs, 752-5000. 
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First year at college 
Graduating in a high school class of 40 girls hadn't prepared 

me for the anonymity I found among 1000 freshmen at Johns 
Hopkins University in Baltimore last September. I was as foreign 
to them as they were to me. One of my closest friends, a rare 
liberal from South Dakota, commented, 
"You know, I don't think I ever knew a 
Jew until I met you." She made a careful 
effort to wish me a Happy Hanukkah 
on Dec. 25. 

Another friend expressed surprise 
that I didn't have the apparently leg
endary Rhode Island accent. She also 
wondered if I was on a first name basis 
with everybody in my state, asking, "So, 
could you go anywhere and you'd know 
everybody?" My claim that Rhode 
Island was not, in fact, one big neigh- Laura Berlinsky Schine 
borhood seemed to be weakened by the 
fact that of the six Rhode Islanders I encountered at Hopkins, I 
had previously known or had contact with five of them. 

Anti-war rally 
I was initially perturbed by the fact that Hopkins seemed to 

be a politically unaware and unconcerned campus. I joined the 
College Democrats, but still saw little in the way of activism. 
My perspective changed, however, when the College Democrats 
organized a van to D.C. to participate in the March on Wash
ington, the largest national Iraqi war protest to take place since 
the war began. 

My father, who had spent his college glory days wearing 
tie-dyed tee-shirts and purple headbands and protesting the war 
in Vietnam, had never been so proud of me as he was when I 
attended the anti-war rally in D.C. He called several times before 
I left for the march to offer ideas for chants and to tell me, when 
my mother was out of earshot, that while he couldn't condone 
arrest-warranting activities, he wouldn't be too upset should I 
spend the night in jail for voicing my beliefs. 

Armed with my dad's helpful advice and a sign that read "I 
voted for peace," I took the train along with five other Hopkins 
students down to D.C. 

I'm not sure I've ever seen so many varied groups of people. 
For a while, we marched with a particularly vocal group of col
lege socialists, who seemed to have the best chants and home
made percussion instruments. I observed a group of dancing 
grandmas dressed as flowers. I returned with sore feet and lungs 
hoarse from chanting, feeling more fulfilled than I had in a very 
long time. 

Court volunteer 
While I encountered certain classes that presented chal

lenges to my intellect and enthusiasm, I found the ability to 
choose what I would study liberating. I was particularly inter
ested in first semester's Family History in the U.S., a seminar that 
focused on familial and cultural relationships in history through 
readings and discussions, and second semester's Criminal Justice 
and Corrections, which, in addition to weekly lectures, entailed 
visits to District, Circuit and Juvenile Court, as well as a short 
internship in a criminal justice system capacity. I volunteered at 
the House of Ruth, a center for victims of domestic violence. It 
was difficult to observe the same women and children, for whom 
the shelter had become the center of their routines, stoically car
rying out what little of their lives remained week after week. It 
was equally upsetting to learn at orientation that many victims 
were turned away from the shelter because there was not enough 
space. My experience at the shelter certainly highlighted my own 
sense of privilege. 

Perhaps for the first time in my experience, I have been 
deposited in the real world after coming from the homogeneous 
East Side of Providence. Baltimore provided a strange and at 
times disquieting backdrop; on many occasions, for instance, my 
boyfriend took me driving around Baltimore and pointed out 
the high-crime areas, the frequent drug dealing stops, and, on 
one occasion, an abandoned psychiatric institute. Even Hop
kins itself presented me with a more diverse mixture than I was 
accustomed to at home. Now I'm preparing to return, feeling a 
little worldlier than 1 did last September. 

Laura Berlins~y Schine is a farmer intern at The Jewish Voiu & 
Herald. 


