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Author Jeffrey Goldberg 

Reaching 
across the 

great divide 
ofMuslim 

andJew 
Award-winning 

journalist 
to speak Dec. 2 

B Y RICHARD ASINOF 

rasinoj@jfri.org 

PROVIDENCE - In his 
recent book, Prisoners, A 
Muslim &A Jew Across 1he 
Middle East Div ide, journalist 
Jeffrey G oldberg recounts his 
long-term dialogue with Pales
tinian Rafiq Hijazi. Goldberg 
first encountered Rafiq in 
1991, when he was an Israeli 
military policeman at a place 
called Ketziot in the Wilder
ness of Zin, and Rafiq was one 
of more than 6,000 prisoners 
who had been detained duri ng 
the first I ntifada . 

Goldberg was one of five 
American Jewish immigrants 
making aliyah who were serv
ing as Israeli military police
men at the prison. "I never 
imagined that a place like 
Ketziot could exist," he wrote , 
saying it was outside his frame 
of reference. Goldberg called 
himself a "misfi t" as a mi li tary 
policeman, a "true believer, 
whose cast-iron ideals carried 
him to Israel, to live as a free 
Jew in the Promised Land." 

Rafiq , from Gaza, accord
ing to Goldberg, was "smart, 
observant and analytical 
... humble and devout." Their 
conversation, which began 

See GOLDBERG, page 6 

Handwriting is on the table 
Community 
Leadership 
Council meets 
for first time 

B YMARY KORR 
mkorr@jjri.org 

TH E handwriting 
was on the 
tablecloths -

ideas, inspirations, and 
suggested innovations on 
how to build a st ronger 
and more connected 
Jewish community in 
Rhode Island. 

Wielding the 
magic markers were 70 
members of the newly 
formed Community 
Leadership Council at 
the Jewish Federation of 
R.I. who met for the first 
time Nov. l. 

"You are the voice 
of the community," 
said H erbert Stern , 
Federation president. 
"We need your counsel, 
wisdom, and experience. 

See COMMUNITY, Page 16 
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Wrestling with community 
in the age of the iPod 

B Y RICHARD ASINOF 

rasinoj@J/ri.org 

PROVIDENCE - In "Fiddler 
on the Roof," in the opening 
dialogue leading up to the song, 
"Tradition," the local rabbi is 
asked: "ls there a proper blessing 
for the czar?" 

Commentary 
The rabbi improvises: 

"A blessing for the czar? Of 
course. M ay God bless and 
keep the czar .. . far away 
from us." 

See W RESTLING, Page 17 

Photo by David Karp 

CONDOLEEZZA RICE, U.S. 
Secretary of State, gave the 
main address at the closing 
session of the General 
Assembly of United Jewish 
Communities in Nashville, 
Tenn. 

Rice: 
Summit 
vital to 

repel Iran 
B Y AMI EDEN 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. CTTA)
Facing mounting skepticism 
over the upcoming U.S.-led, 
Israeli-Palestinian peace 
summit, U. S. Secretary of State 
Condoleezza Rice told a mas
sive gathering of Jews here that 
progress toward a two-state 

See RICE, page 1 O 

Kristallnacht remembered at City Hall 
Eyewitness 
testimony 
recalls the 

night of 
'broken glass' 

B yMARY KORR 
mkorr@jfri.org 

PROVIDENCE - In 
a moving Kristallnacht 
observance last week, 
the power of eyewit
ness echoed in song and 
remembrance in a Provi
dence City H all council 
chamber. 

The Nov. 6 program 
was sponsored by the 
Holocaust Education and 
Resource Center of R.l. and 
the audience of more than 50 
people, which included five 
Israeli s visiting from Afula, 
were greeted by Carol Sugar
man, Center president. 

text in "My Voice," Page 
31.) 

D aniel Olson, a 
senior at Cranston West, 
reminded the audience 
of about 50 people that 
anti-Semitism is as close 
as his high school. H e 
said recently there was a 
red swastika painted on 
his school grounds. 

H e walked over it 
several ti mes as he went 
to and from school. As 
he spoke, he realized 
he should have gone to 
the principal right away. 
"We n1ust not tolerate 
indifference." He sa id 

Pho<o• by Jaime Lowe when he returned to 
Rebecca Mer, a March of the Living participant, with Carol Sugarman, president of school he would speak 

the Holocaust Education and Resource Center, at Kristallnacht observance. with the principal and let 

The Providence Gay M en's 
Chorus perfo rmed "Over the 
Skies of Yisracl," and "D o You 
H ear the People Sing?" 

Rebecca Mer, of Lincoln, 
a student at Brown Unive rsity, 

read her account of visiting the 
death camps as a M arch of the 
Living participant. "It is in the 
memory of those whose lives 
were brutally taken that l am 
mos t empowered ." (See complete 

hi m know of the "ignorance" 
displayed in the symbol of hate 
on school grounds. 

l'vlayor David N. Cicillinc, 
who recently returned trnm 

See M EMORY page 7 
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A heart-felt ceremony of healing, hope 
Beth-El hosts service 
honoring 2(fh year 

of AIDS quilt 
Bv LINDA STEINHARDT 

S PECIAL TO ThE VOICE & HERALD 

PROVIDENCE - A diverse 
crowd of more than 100 people 
gathered Nov. 4 in the Si lver
stein Meeting Hall at Temple 
Beth-El to mark the 20th anni
versary of the AIDS Memorial 
Qyilt. Participants joined in a 
memorial service to witness the 
dedication of nine new panels 
representing nine Rhode Island 
residents who died of AIDS 
during the previous 12 months. 

Activist Cleve Jones, the 
founder of the quilt project, 
spoke. H e shared his story of 
how the quilt project helped to 
channel his anger and despair 
over the deaths of many of his 
friends into the fight for more 
recognition, funding and accep
tance of AIDS victims. 

The event was sponsored by 
the Aids Task Force, the Com
munity Relations Council of the 
Jewish Federation ofR.I. , AIDS 
Qyilt RI and UNITE/ HERE, 
Local 121. 

The hall was decorated 
with 31 quilt panels, made by 
R.I. students to commemorate 
local residents who have died 
from AIDS. Each panel was 
dedicated to one person with 
their name in a design that was 
unique to that individual's life . 

Many of the panels were for 
people under the age of 25, who 
have become the fastest-rising 
statistic of AIDS victims. 

The event began with intro-

Photos by Linda Steinhardt 

Panels honoring Rhode Islanders who died of AIDS this year were on display at a special 
observance at Temple Beth-El. 

ductions of AIDS Task Force 
members and the co-chairs 

remembered someone they knew 
who had succumbed to AIDS. 

symbols of the fight against 
AIDS: the AIDS Memorial 

Qyilt. of the event, 
Debbie Blitz 
and R. Bobby 
Ducharme. 
Rabbi Sarah 
Mack of Temple 
Beth-El then led 
an interactive 
healing service, 
which included 

"I was overwhelmed by the need to find 
a way to grieve together for our loved 

ones. I looked at that patchwork of 
names, [written on cardboard placards], 

and thought, it looks like a quilt." 

He 
recalled the 
traumatic 
night that the 
idea for such 
a quilt came 
to him. He 
was standing 
in front of the 
San Fran
cisco federal 

Cleve Jones, 
haunting songs 
performed by 
Cantor Judith 

founder of the AIDS Memorial Quilt 

Seplowin, accompanied by 
Debbie Waldman on guitar with 
vocal harmonies. During the 
service, everyone sang, spoke or 

Jones, the featured speaker 
during the evening's event, was 
responsible for creating one of 
the most emotionally poignant 

building at 
the culmination of the annual 
march commemorating the 1978 
assassination of City Supervi
sor Harvey Milk in City H all, 

killed along with San Francisco 
Mayor George Moscone. 

Milk was the first openly 
gay politician elected to a 
substantial political office in 
this country. Their assassin, 
Dan White, was sentenced to 
only seven years in prison, but 
paroled after five years. The 
injustice of the sentence out
raged many in the San Francisco 
community, which was reeling 
from the horrors of the new and 
deadly AIDS infection. 

Jones told how he had 
passed out cardboard placards, 
asking people to write the name 
of someone they knew who 
had died of AIDS. At first, 
many were reluctant to write a 
name. But one person did, then 
another and then many more. 

Jones put up the placards, 
three stories high on the front of 
the federal building. It began to 
rain but thousands of marchers 
remained. What Jones real-
ized he was seeing, he told the 
service-goers, was a quilt. "I 
needed to find a way to grieve 
together for our loved ones 
who had died so horribly," he 
said. ''And also to try to find 
the weapon that would break 
through the stupidity and the 
bigotry and the cruel indiffer
ence that even today hampers 
our response." 

Jones continued: "I looked 
at that patchwork of names 
on the wall, and I thought, it 
looks like a quilt. Immediately 
I thought of my grandmother 
and my great-grandmother back 
in Bee Ridge, making their 
quilts. I thought, what a perfect 

See AIDS QUILT, Page 3 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK: 

Charting c, Cow:se 

JiJr Investors 

i11 the ivlicro-Cop 

Stock Markel 

Our process co mbines proprietary research and 

technology, a network of professionals, a highly 

skilled team and foc us . To learn more about how 

we ca n help you achieve your investment goa ls, ca ll 

us at 401.588.5102. 

ELIO'I'•ROSE 
A llt t MANAllM l Nt 

Ga ry S S1 pe r s t e 1n Pres1,dent www .el1otrose.com 

CANDLE 
LIGHTING TIMES 

al' 

For Greater 
hode Island-

Nov. 16 4:05 
Nov. 23 4:00 
Nov. 30 3:57 
Dec. 7 3:55 

"What we have are negotiations between a 
crippled leader and a powerless leader." 

Jeffrey Goldberg 

SEE Page 1 ...,,,,..,.,_.--...... ...,.. ..... --,--, 

IN THIS ISSUE: 
Dr. Stanley Aronson 
reminisces about the 

great Jewish delis 
of the past. 

SEE Page 20 

I~ 
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Community policing expert 
· visits Providence 

Police supervisors 
study his books 
to prepare for 

promotional exams 

BYMARYKORR 
mkorr@jfri.org 

PROVIDENCE - An apt 
moniker for Herman Goldstein 
could be "POP" - as in his 
book, "Problem-Oriented Polic
ing," the bible of community 
policing. 

Last week, Goldstein, 
professor of law emeritus at 
the University of Wisconsin's 
Madison Law School, was here 
to visit his brother and sister-in
law, Sidney and Alice Goldstein 
of Warwick. He also spent a day 
on the beat with Col. Dean M. 
Esserman, Providence's chief of 
police. 

"I hope one day the Provi
dence Police Department will 
win the Herman Goldstein 
Award for Excellence," Esser
man said. "Supervisors study 
his books to prepare for promo
tional exams." 

Goldstein has a master's 
degree in government admin
istration from the University 
of Pennsylvania. H e honed his 
theories of effective police work 
on the streets of Chicago, when 
he served as an executive assis
tant to the city's police superin
tendent at a time of crisis in that 
department. 

He said his ideas are really 
just "common sense." He gave 
two examples: Bus drivers in one 
city were frequent targets for 
robbers. The solution: passen
gers must have exact change to 
ride, so the driver did not have 
to carry cash to give change. 
The result: Robberies declined 
dramatically. 

11,,JEW!SH~~~-~ 
130 SeuiansSt., Prvwidona!, RI 02906 

401-421-4111 • 40H31-7961 (fax) 
f--ll:voi<ohorald@jfri.org 

"I hope one day 
the Providence 

Police Department 
will win the 

Herman Goldstein 
Award for 

Excellence.'' 
Col. Dean Esserman 

And, a London pub was 
the frequent site of drunken 
brawls. The solution: Reduce the 
number of patrons allowed in 
the bar and introduce seating. 
Use bright street lights outside 
and increase police foot patrols. 
The result: Fewer·brawls. 

Goldstein said the idea is 
for police departments to define 
and examine recurrent problems 
- not all necessarily criminal 
- they confront every day in 
their jobs, and find effective 
and alternative strategies to 
deal with them. He said arrests 
and prosecutions do not make 
a problem disappear. Strategic 
partnerships with g_overnment 
and neighborhood networks play 
a core role in the community 
policing model. 

However, he admits that, 
after 52 years of studying police 
departments and the issues 
and behaviors they confront, 
modern policing is "awesome, 
difficult, complex and a constant 
struggle." 

His work has led to a body 
of knowledge used by police 
departments nationwide; many 
now have analysts on staff;
Esserman has two; one works on 

!llecutlve Editor 

Case studies 

Problem-Oriented 
Policing (POP) 
research results are 
available online at 
www.popcenter.org. 
Among them are: 

• Speeding in 
residential areas 

• Loud car stereos 
• Graffiti 
• Panhandling 
• Identity theft 
• Underage 

drinking 
• Traffic congestion 

around schools 
• Student party 

riots 
• Vandalism 
• Street 

prostitution 

the issue of homeland security 
and is on loan from the federal 
government. 

Goldstein has been a con
sultant to numerous national 
and local groups, including the 
President's Commission on Law 
Enforcement and Administra
tion of Justice, the National 
Advisory Commission on Civil 
Disorders, the National Institute 
of Justice and has also worked 
with police departments world
wide. 

He has consulted with 
Israeli police and said the prob
lems of terrorism and suicide 
bombers they confront day to 
day are on another scale and 
scope ent":ely. 

' -·· 

Photo by Mary Ko rr 

HERMAN G~LDSTEIN, an expert on community policing, spent a day 
last week with Col. Dean M. Esserman, the chief of police in Provi
dence. 

AIDS QUILT: Channeling anger and 
despair over deaths of lost loved-ones 

From page 2 

symbol; what a warm, com
forting, middle-class, Middle 
American, traditional-family
values symbol to attach to this 
disease." 

And, he continued: 
"Maybe we could apply those 
traditional family values to the 
family of sufferers." 

Beth Milham, of AIDS 
Qyilt RI/Anna's Workshop 
led the dedication of the nine 
new panels. 

The evening concluded 
with a presentation by Carl 
Ferreira, a volunteer for AIDS 
Qyilt RI, to Jones of a plaque 
he made of the first panel 
made for the AIDS Memorial 

Quilt, which had been made 
by Jones for his friend, Marvin 
Feldman. 

Rabbi Mack closed the 
ceremony with a Hasidic story 
that tells, "always have two 
pieces of paper, one in each 
pocket: one says I am but dust 
and ashes and the other says 
this world was made just for 
me." Then she made a bless
ing and hoped those gathered 
would be able to use both the 
humility and the power of that 
statement to fuel the battle 
against AIDS. 

Jones also received a 
special citation from Provi
dence Mayor David Cicilline, 
honoring his work. 
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FROM THE 

EXECUTIVE EDITOR 

Wake-up _call 
BY RICHARD ASINOF 

rasinoj@jfri.org 

THE WEEK-LONG visit of 
Palestinian advocate Anna Baltzer 
to Rhode Island - and her ability to 
present her skewed, one-sided opin
ions to surprisingly accepting and 
uncritical local news media, should 
serve as a wake-up call for the Jewish 
community of Rhode Island. 

Baltzer positions herself as a 
"Jewish American woman in the 
occupied territories" working for a 
peaceful solution, expressing her 
"outrage" as a "witness in Palestine." 
She "documents" the alleged terrible 
manner in which Israeli "occupation" 
forces are mistreating the Palestin
ians. 

Baltzer, an articulate, clever 
and adroit manipulator of facts, 
is certainly entitled to express her 
opinions. 

Yet, as a visit to her web site 
makes very clear, her purported 
image distorts and stretches the 
truth, to say the least. Baltzer does 
not believe in the right oflsrael to 
exist. She is also not what one would 
call an "objective" observer - she 
is an advocate associated with the 
International Women's Peace Service, 
she is closely aligned with Sabeel, a 
Palestinian Christian organization, 
and she supports and advocates for 
divestment from Israel by churches, 
institutions and colleges. 

What is very worrisome is the 
ease with which her assertions were 
seemingly swallowed - hook, line 
and sinker - by capable, veteran 
journalists, including Providence 
Journal columnist Bob Kerr and Ian 
Donnis on WPRI Newsmakers. 
Hopefully, CAMERA, the Boston
based Committee for Accuracy in 
Middle East Reporting in America, 
will begin to pay attention to the 
reporting covering Baltzer's speaking 
tour. 

When she talked about hardships 
and restrictions for Palestinians to 
travel, where was the critical reporter 
to ask: "Didn't those restrictions take 
place in response to· numerous suicide 
bombings directed at Israeli civil
ians?" And, as a follow-up question: 
"Would she herself go on the record 
and denounce such suicide bomb
ings?" 

Equally problematic was the 
way, on WPRI's "Newsmakers," that 
Baltzer was able to reframe the issue, 
saying the conflict between Israel and 
the Palestinians had nothing to do 
with religion - yet the panel of ques
tioners allowed her to do so without 
challenging her statement. 

The message to the Rhode Island 
Jewish community is that we need 
to continue to be vigilant in com
municating to our neighbors and col
leagues - and the news media - the 
truths about Israel. 

A MAJORITY OF ONE 

'To Die in Jerusalem' 
Y UR observer is not into 

ovie reviewing but one film 
as dominated my thinking 
ver since HBO first showed it 

earlier this month. If you haven't yet seen 
it, call HBO and ask if you can rent it. It 
is titled "To Die in Jerusalem" and it does 
not have a single professional actor in its 
cast. That's what makes it so powerful 

and at the same time, so 
frightening. 

, In 2002, a young 
Palestinian woman 
walked into a Jerusalem 
supermarket and self
exploded. She killed a 
young Israeli woman 
who was shopping for 
groceries. The two 
women could have been 
sisters, they looked so 
alike; long dark hair, big 

round eyes, dark skin, the same height 
and the same body type. They were 
also the same age, 17. They lived four 
miles from one another, Rachel Levy 
in Jewish Jerusalem, Ayat Al-Akhras in 
the Deheisheh refugee camp just outside 
Jerusalem. 

"To Die in Jerusalem" begins with 
the bombing and ends, four years later, 
with the utter failure by the mothers of 
the young women, seeing and hearing 
each other via satellite TV, to understand 
each other's situation. The interim is 
taken up with Rachel 's mother (Avigail) 
attempting to arrange an in-person meet
ing, to which Ayat's mother, (Um Samir) 
has no objection but which proves impos
sible, given the history and the physical 
barriers that separate the two. 

The first indication we have that all 
will not go well with their discussion 
comes when Ayat's female relatives gather 
to mourn their loss. A younger sister 
becomes hysterical and screams that she 
will kill 30 Israelis to avenge her sister. 
Then she collapses in a howling heap and 
has to be carried from the room. Any 
suspicion we might have that this scene 
could have been staged for the cameras 
disappears. While the camera is always 
present, and the footage is edited, none 
of what we are seeing seems reenacted. 
On both sides of the barriers, these are 
the actual people affected by the suicide 
bomber and their reactions are genuine 
and reflect_ the tragedy they are confront
ing. 

Avigail has several reasons for her 
desire to talk with Um Samir. She wants 
the Palestinian mother to admit that 
nothing was accomplished by Rachel's 
murder and that their children died in 
vain. She wants to know if Um Samir 
was aware of her daughter's intention. 
And she wants Um Samir to renounce 
violence as a means of dealing with the 
Israel is. Um Samir appears to have no 
particular agenda except curiosity and to 
protect the memory of her daughter. 

Four years after the bombing, the 
two mothers Ii nally talk face to face on 
satellite TV. The discussion begins well. 
Both mothers agree that their daughter's 
deaths accomplished nothing. Um Samir 
denies that her family knew anything 
of Ayat's plans and points out that no 

victi.Ill.S 

Name: ~el Levy 
Died: March 29' 2002 

f emale bomber 

Name: Ayat al-.Akhr8S 
Died: Marcil 29' 2002 

Two mothers, 
neither in positions of 
power, are discussing 

the deaths of their 
children. 

mother would ever knowingly send her 
child on such a mission. But things fall 
apart when Um Samir starts to explain 
Ayat's reasons for being a "martyr." It is 
all because of the Israeli theft of ,Pales
tinian land by which she means all of 
Palestine and, specifically', Jaffa, where 
her family used to live. Israel must revert 
to Palestinian ownership and Israel's Jews 
must return to their countries of origin. 
On these poi•nts she is not willing to 
budge. 

Avigail's responses are hampered by 
Um Samir's passion and her own confu
sion about a conversation that was sup-

posed to be mothers talking about their 
daughters and not about justification of 
suicide bombings. Um Samir insists that 
any means of resisting the occupation 
is acceptable, including violence. Never 
once does either mother make use of the 
word "compromise." The concept never 
seems to enter anyone's mind. 

Two mothers, neither in positions of 
power, are discussing the deaths of their 
children. Why should it matter to others? 
Those on the Right will find their argu
ments buttressed by selective quotation, 
those on the Left likewise. The impor
tance lies in Um Samir's fanatical opposi
tion to the right oflsrael even to exist 
and if that is the bottom line for many 
Palestinians, there will be no peace. The 
solution to this conflict lies in compro
mise, the essential but missing element. 
If Um Samir, evidently intelligent and 
well spoken, speaks for most Palestin
ians, our great-grandchildren will still be 
fighting this war. 

Yehuda L ev can be reached at yehudal@ 
cox.net. 

I>...,. Bones ouR HoL.10Av 
- • OF= F=REEDOM 

SOMETIMES IT 
TAKES AN AGE 0/: 

OAllKNESS 

-------------, TO see HOW Slc/GHT 
ANO POWElc/:UL OUR 
LIGHTS OF FREEDOM 

ARE. 
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THE OLD OLIVETTI 

Autumnal thoughts 
SA COLLEGE sophomore 
Warren Gamaliel Harding was 
resident, I think) I read this 

poem by Stephen Crane. It helped to 
define my world view as few pieces of 
literature have been able to: 

A man said to the universe: 
"Sir, I exist!" 

"However," replied the universe, 

"The fact has not created in me 

".,1 sense of obligation." 

I thought of those lines the other 
day, on the Sunday of the great football 

Josh 
Stein 

victory of the Patriots 
over the Colts, as my 
wife and I walked 
to an appointment. 
The sky was deep 
blue with cirrus 
wisps and float-
ing puffs of cotton; 
the breeze merely a 
gentle disturbance of 
hair; leaves swirled 
downward, beautiful 

in their death pirouettes, bestrewing 
lawn and sidewalk with vivid autumnal 
hues. It was a good-to-be-alive day. 

We walked resolutely to meet our 
guide, sure that we had to take this 
journey, uncertain as to its results, 
dreading its implications. We came 
early to the gate, but there he was, 
patiently waiting, knowing with a cer
tainty that we would arrive. Though 
it wasn't necessary, we got into his 
car and drove along the paved paths 
at a funereal pace, as was right and 
proper, to the new Jewish section. For 
years my wife and I had strolled the 
lanes of Swan Point, lamenting that it 
wasn't a consecrated Jewish cemetery. 
The only Jewish cemetery in Rhode 
Island is half an hour away by car (a 
vast distance in the minds of locals, of 
which we have become two) but this 
place is within walking distance of 
home; many of its graves are guarded 
by ancient trees, shading in summer, 
colorful in autumn, stately, almost 
magisterial, all year round . But not 
for us who wanted a Jewish funeral. 
Then, last year, my synagogue bought 
land in Swan Point surrounded by a 
road and declared it acceptable for 
congregants. So, there we were to look 
at what might be our permanent abode, 
with in walking distance of the home 
we've lived in for a mere 30 years. 

It's a vast field inhabited now 

only by two people, their graves so 
recently occupied as to be not yet ready 
for headstones, but soon enough they 
will be joined by others whose plots 
were spoken for. "Who's reserved 
already?" we enquired. "X and Y and 
Z whom you know," we were informed. 
"Where's X?" I asked. "Where's Z?" 
she inquired. "What's the best view?" 
In the end we made no commitment. 
Not yet, anyway. But we've reached 
the age where we have to start look
ing. Walking home in the still brisk 
morning, the sun shining on our faces, 
breathing the air that scattered the 
leaves and rustled our hair, we talked 
of inevitabilities, returning to the 
foolish human questions: What's the 
view; who are the neighbors for all of 
eternity? 

In the end none of it matters, of 
course. The view won't be enjoyed by 
us (but we hope that if anyone ever 
visits they, at least, will find it pleas
ant). As to whom the neighbors are, 
do we really expect an eternal kof
feeklatch? I don't . I expect that once 
dead, I'll be pretty much ... dead. 
Heaven? Hell? Do they exist? I don't 
know (but I doubt it) I'm a Jew. What 
matters to me is perfecting this world, 
not entering one already perfect. I live 
my life here, I protect my children, I 
love my wife, I teach my students. 

So rather than concentrate on the 
issue at hand-to buy or not to buy and 
if to buy where and when, I thought 
of Crane's poem and realized its flaw. 
The universe might not care about us, 
but we do. We have things to say, 
things to teach, lessons learned, memo
ries treasured in secret mental vaults 
that ought not to die with us. Someday 
in retirement I think I'll open a busi
ness. I don't know yet what I'll call it 
but it will give the living the chance 
to communicate with the universe, to 
reverse the poem's cynicism, to allow 
people to shout: "Not only do I exist, 

. but I matter. This is who I was; this is 
what I've learned; this is me!" and I'll 
write it down and smooth it out and 
present it to the speaker as a work in 
progress to be amended and refined 
over time and in the end given to his 
family as a gift as lovely as an autumn 
day in New England, but more perma
nent, like those majestic trees in Swan 
Point Cemetery. 

J osh Stein can be reached at )stein@ 
rwu.edu. 

Submission Guidelines 
Submissions must be signed and include city of residence 
and telephone number. Letters should be limited to 250 
words, and Viewpoint pieces to 700 words. Submissions 
may be edited for length. Send submissions to: Jewish Voice 
& Herald, 130 Sessions St., Providence, RI 02906, or E-mail to: 
voiceherald@jfri.org. 

The sound of glass breaking 
BY RABBI BRAD HIRSCHFIELD 

0 N Nov. 9, 1938, Jewish homes, shops and synagogues were ransacked 
across Germany and parts of Austria. Jews were beaten to death and 
thousands were shipped to concentration camps. Synagogues burned. 
Today we remember this pogrom as Kristallnacht, the night of broken 

glass; the sounds of Jewish windows breaking an eerie premonition of the larger 
disaster to follow. But in Judaism the sound of breaking glass is more commonly 
associated with the end of the Jewish wedding ceremony. 

Tradition has it that the breaking of glass was originally included in the wedding 
ceremony to recall the shattering of the walls around the ancient city of Jerusalem 
and the destruction of the Temple. This sound, which commemorates the founda
tional trauma of rabbinic Judaism and the beginning of thousands of years of exile, 
is today greeted with joyous shouts of maze/ tov by family and friends as the happy 
couple proceeds to their reception. 

How does the breaking of the glass in one case symbolize that which is irrepa
rably damaged, while in the other it acknowledges that things do break, but in their 
shattering a world of new possibilities can emerge? 

M emory is always about choice. We can choose to remember the past in ways 
that will stir our anger and rage. We can choose to remember in ways that provoke 
sadness and pain. And we can choose to remember in ways that challenge us to take 
from the past those lessons that we need in order to be the people we most want to be 
and create the world in which we most want to live. 

Nowhere is that kind of thinking more important than in connection with the 
Shoah. And it has never been more important than it is right now, as we become the 
first generation who will live without the survivors themselves. 

The passing of the generation that witnessed the atrocities first hand leaves 
us with two profound challenges. First, we must acknowledge that continuing to 
remember as we have for the last 60 years will become increasingly impossible with
out the presence of the survivors themselves . Second, to appreciate the opportunity 
we now have, precisely because we ourselves were not the primary victims, to remem
ber those past hurts in ways that not only maintain our connection with the past, but 
help us build a better future. 

Admittedly, the destruction of the Temple was 2,000 years ago and for some 
the wounds of the Shoah are too deep and fresh. But for someone like me, a fourth
generation American Jew with no family that I know of affected in the Shoah, how 
should we remember? 

' Will we remember past hurts in ways that bind us to the pain and constrain our 
ability to move forward, or in ways that recall the suffering, even as they celebrate the 
new futures born of them? With the enormous success of the world Jewish commu
nity over the past 69 years since Kristallnacht, the establishment of the State ofl srael, 
the growth of the freest, wealthiest, most vibrant Jewish Diaspora in the history of 
the Jewish people, perhaps now is the moment to begin making that turn . Perhaps 
now is the time to move beyond remembering how our glass was broken and begin to 
break our own glasses as a reminder that we are much more than victims. 

What will the sound of breaking glass evoke in us this year? 
Rabbi Brad Hirschfield is the editor of Remember for Lift: Holocaust Survivors' Stories 

of Faith and H ope (the Jewish Publication Society, Fa/12007 ), author of the forthcoming 
book, You D on't Have To Be Wrong For Me To Be Right: Finding Faith Without Fanati
cism (Harmony.Jan. 2008), and President of CLAL, The National Jewish Center for 
Learning and L eadership. 

Letter to the Editor 

More than Bazar's Army buddies 
In your Nov. 2 issue, you had a good story on Ba nice Baza r receiving his Bronze 

Star. The photo should have been better identified. 1hese were not just "Army bud
dies" of Ba nice. The picture includes the late Martin Fish (center) of Providence, and 
Stanley Fine (left) for merly of Providence, and now residing in Florida. This was a 
quick reunion of Providence boys in Korea during the war. 

Morris J. Levin 
Narragansett 
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Assisted Living? 
I'd Rather Keep Living in 
My Own Home. Woulan't You? 
SafelyHome can prolong your independent living. 
• Bathroom Safety, Including Grab Bars 
• Kirchen Safety and Accessibili ty 
• Scalf'. Fl?"nng and Walkway Safety and Lighting 
• L,felme Medical Alert 

safelyHOME'" 
Improvements for independent living 

www.SafelyHome.com UC# MA-1 55735 Ri.17827 

Certified Residentia l Specialist • Certified Buyer Representative • Certified Negotiation Specialist 

Realtor since 1977 

I listen, I care, 
It's all about YOU! 

Let YEARS of experience 
benefit YOU! 

Exceptional Market Knowledge • Multi-million Dollar Producer 

l!!&fifZt!-I'-
What matters most to you 

is close to your heart 
[ncluding the Providence Public 
Library in your estate planning will 
enrich lives for generations to come. 
Call (401) 455-8011 to learn more. 

Providence Public Library 

/ili PROVIDENCE PERFORMING ARTS CENTER 
1' I lt1 1 
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GOLDBERG: America is safe for Jews, but it's not safe for Judaism 
From page 1 

between the wire fence that 
separated prisoner from guard 
has continued for more than 16 
years, as the two have struggled 
to find common ground amidst 
the conflict . 

G oldberg, who has written 
for 7he New York T imes, The New 
Yorker, The Forward, and 71:Je 
Jerusalem Post, among others 
has journeyed as a reporter r~ 
Afghanistan, Pakistan Syria 
the Bekaa Valley ofL; banon' 
as well as G aza and the W est 
Bank. Now the W ashington 
correspondent fo r 7he A tlantic 
G oldberg will speak on "The ' 
Future ofl srael" at Temple 
Ernanu-El in Providence 
on Sun., D ec. 2 at 7:30 
p.rn. 

In advance of his 
talk, 71:Je Voice & H erald 
recently inreiviewed 
Goldberg, who said 
he was very excited 

My wife's family, the Resses, 
have been stalwart members of 
the Jewish community in Rhode 
Island for just about forever. Joe 
and Annie Ress were among 
the early champions of the 
organized Jewish community 
in ~rovidence. They helped ro 
build so many thi ngs, including 
Temple Ernanu-El. 

. M y mother-in-law is going ro 
mtroduce me. Ir will either be 
a great honor or a nightmare. 
(H e laughs, taking on a comedic, 
self-denigrating voice.) H ere's 
the nogoodnik who married my 
daughter. Big deal. M y other 
son-in-law is an engineer. 
Voice & H erald: In your book, 
Prisoners, you end with a story 

recounting how 

America is safe fo r Jews, but it's 
not safe for Judaism. 
Voice & H erald: You talk in the 
book about how you have faund 
your identity as an American Jew. 
Could you explain this? 

GOLDBERG: I had to go 
to Israel to find my A merican 
identity. There are three catego
ries of Jewish existence. Living 
m Israel, living in D iaspora, and 
livmg m A merica . In America 
Jews have nor had the usual ' 
experience ofJews in a Dias
pora country. By any quantifi
able measurement, Jews are the 
single-most successfu l religious/ 
ethnic group in A merica. It has 
happened without a terrible 
reaction; th is place is different. 
Voice & Herald: What do you 

believe is the most 
important 

framework 
far creat ing a 
-dialogue between 
M uslim and f ew ? 

to be corning back to 
Temple Ernanu-El 
and speaking from 
the bimah where he 
was married. G old
berg delivered his 
answers in a tone 
that often shifted 
rapidly between 

PRISONERS 
A MUSLIM & A JEW ACRoss 
THE MIDDLE EAST DIVIDE 

GOLDBERG: 
If vou don't agree 
on a shared set of 
fac ts, it's hard to 
have a dialogue. 

There are many 
Palestinians, many 
Arabs, who deny 
thar Jews have an 
historical connection 
to the land . 

hard-nosed 
reporter and 
Jewish stand-up 
comedian. 
Voice & Herald: 
What is your 
view of the p ro-

1 posed M ideast 
peace confer
ence scheduled 
far M aryland 
that is being 
promoted by 
US. Secretary of State 
Condoleez a R ice? 

GOLDBERG: It's a bit of a 
farce . It's not about peace in the 
Middle East; it!s about finding 
a way for the Sunni Arab states 
to cairn themselves down long 
enough fo r A merica to confront 
I ran. 

If you rake it at face value 
it's absurd. Israeli leader Eh~d 
O lrnert has about a 5 percent 
approval rating in Israel. H e 
couldn't sell challah on Friday to 
an Israeli. On the other side the 
Palestinian leader, Abu Ma~en 
doesn't really control anything. ' 
H alf of the Palestine that would 
be Palestine is in the hands of 
Harnas. What you have are 
negotiations between a crippled 
leader and a powerless leader. 

Negotiations that don't work 
sometimes can make the situa
tion worse. Raising expectations 
without results is not a good 
tactic. 
Voice & Herald: Are you excfred 
about coming to sp eak in 

Providence? 
GOLDBERG: l'm really very 
excited. It's a pleasure to do this. 

you 
and Rajik are having 
coffee in Abu D habi, w here he and 
his family now live. You share the 
thought that if the two of you could 
allow your friendship to triumph 
over anger, it 's not impossible to 
believ e that the rest of Isaac's and 
Ishmael's children could stop their 
'.?ng and dismal war. You say: 

What can be w on is the recogni
tion that both Isaac and I shmael 
came together as brothers to bury 
their father. 7he rest is commen
tary." 

GOLDBERG: It's a poetic 
ending to tl\e story. Just because 
people have fought forever 
doesn't mean that they have to 
fight forever. W e're nor going to 
see the end of this fight anytime 
soon. If you've given up that 
there is a possibil ity for a peace
fu l solution, you've given in to 
nihilism. 

[r's frightening to thi nk about 
it going on forever. Israel is The 
Promised Land , but it is stiJI 
an imperfec t promised land . 
It's a safe place fo r the Jewish 
people, but it's not safe for Jews. 

Voice & H erald: H ow 
should A merica deal 
withiralJ? 

GOLDBERG: I ran 
will be a problem for 
the next president. 

There's this ch ildish 
belief that on Jan . 20, 
2009, the clouds will 
disappear and the sun 
will shine. H owever, our 
problems won't go away 

when G eorge Bush goes 
away. 

Voice & H erald: A re you still in 
contact with R afiq? 

GOLDBERG: We're still 
friends. W e talk by e-mail fre
quently. 
Voice & H erald: In Prison-
ers, you talk about the how some 
devout M uslims are uncomfortable 
w ith the temptations of American 
society. Could you explain this 
fa rther? 

GOLDBERG: Islamic radicals 
are nor afraid of us; they don't 
care that we live as infidels. They 
are, however, often worried that 
our way oflife will prove too 
tempting. 

M any traditional M uslims 
come to America. The master
mind of rhe W orld Trade Center 
bombing was a graduate of a 
North Carolina college. M any 
believe it's a great thing to bring 
M uslim students to America. 
[Rafik earned his master's 
degree at American University.] 

But [slamic rad icals are nor 

See WRITER, lacing page 
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MEMORY: 
"I want you never' 
to forget" 

an international mayor's confer
ence in Jerusalem, said one of 
the most moving moments of his 
trip was visiting Yad Vashem, 
Israel's Holocaust Memorial and 

WRITER: America 
needs to stay more 
closely engaged 

From page 6 

revolting against us, because 
we're infidels. What worries 
them are the cultural aspects 
of modernity, which will pull 
other Muslims away from 
their faith. 
Voice & Herald: Is that true 
particularly for women in the 
Muslim world? 

GOLDBERG: Many Islamic 
radicals are the leading 
misogynists in the world, the 
leading haters of women's 
rights in the world. One of 
the signature problems of 
our world, and particularly 
the Muslim world, is that it 
doesn't tap into the talents of 
fully half o_f its population. 

Arab countries, by and 
large, are not great sources of 
innovation and invention. The 
governments are oppressive, 

liveGent1ously. 
h does a world of good. 

Research Center and the part of 
the museum that memorializes 
Kristallnacht. 

He read a letter the late 
CBS president Fred Friendly 
( born Wachenheimer), a 
Providence resident who began 
his journalism career here at 
WEAN, wrote to his mother 
upon the liberation of a camp in 

and the talents of women are 
not valued. 

Voice & Herald: What 
advice, if any, do you ha1;e far 
Palestinians and Israelis on how 
to find common ground? 

GOLDBERG: I can't give 
advice to Palestinians. The 
Israelis have a hard job. They 
have to stand fast, protect 
themselves, and defend them
selves from terrorism. They 
need to be open to the pos
sibility of peace. It's very hard 
to use one hand for defense, 
and to reach out with the other 
hand. 

America needs to stay more 
closely engaged than it has 
with its peace-making mission. 
I understand why the Bush 
administration withdrew from 
such peace-making missions 
after Clinton. They didn't want 
to be associated with what they 
saw as a losing proposition. 
Still, it's better to be engaged 
than disengaged. 

Austria called Mauthausen. He 
was 29 and the year was 1945. 

"I want you to know, I want 
you never to forget or let our 
disbelieving friends forget, that 
your flesh and blood saw this. 
This was no movie . No printed 
page. Your son saw this with his 
own eyes and in so doing aged 
10 years . .. 

"This is my Mauthausen 
letter. I hope you will see fit to 
let Bill Braude and the folks 
read it. I would like to think 
that all the Wachenheimers 
and all the Friendlys and all our 
good Providence friends would 
read it. Then I want you to put 
it away and every Yorn Kippur I 

Kristallnacht 

On November 9, 1938, the Nazis unleashed a series of 
riots against the Jews in Germany and Austria. In the space of 
a few hours, thousands of synagogues and Jewish businesses 
and homes were damaged or destroyed. For the first time, 
tens of thousands of Jews were sent to concentration camps 
simply because they were Jewish. This event came to be called 
Kristallnacht ("Night of the Broken Glass") for the shattered 
store windowpanes that carpeted German streets. (Source: Yad 
Vashem.) 

For more information, photos and testimony of survivors, 
visit www.yadvashem.org. 

want you to take it out and make 
your grandchildren read it ... All 
my love, F.F." 

"We take his advice and 

remember and pass down what 
we've learned to our young 
people," the mayor stated. 

Daniel Olson 
of Cranston 
spoke at the 
Kristallnacht 
observance at 
Providence City 
Hall last week. 

Photo by Jaime Lowe 

Iran, Al Qaeda and 

-2£ Yukre rJ~ 
Jeffrey Goldberg 
Author & Middle East Correspondent 

Sunday, December 2 7:30 p.m. 
Temple Emanu-EI 
99 Taft Avenue, Providence 

Dessert Reception (dietary laws observed) 
Book sale and signing 

Author Jeffrey Goldberg's Prisoners has been hailed as one of the best books of 2007. 

As a journalist, Goldberg's reporting has taken him to Afghanistan and Pakistan, where he lived for a 
month in a Taliban madrasa, as well as to Upper Egypt, Syria, the Bekaa Valley of Lebanon and the Gaza 
Strip and West Bank. He has interviewed leaders of Hezbullah, Islamic Jihad, Hamas, Al Qaeda, Ansar 
al-Islam and the Taliban. 

Goldberg is now the Washington correspondent for The Atlantic. 

Open to all donors who have contributed a minimum of $18 to the JFRI 2008 Annual Campaign. 
Make a secure gift online at www.JFRl.org or call 401-421-4111 x.165. 

\ 
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With Pakistan in turmoil, Israel keeps eye on nukes 
BY LESLIE SUSSER Pakistan's success in obtain- do if they established ties with successful nuclear test that took to cling to power, terrorists still 

JERUSALEM QTA) - With 
ing an atomic arsenal has helped Israel and the desire to use ties Western intelligence services by may get their hands on Paki- . 

the pro-US. regime of Pervez propel nuclear aspirations to Israel to make inroads in surprise. Since then, Pakistan stani fissile material necessary to 

Musharraf in crisis follow- among other Muslim nations, Washington and offset Israel 's has produced enough enriched manufacture a dirty bomb. 

ing the Pakistani president's 
most notably Iran. As Iran's growing collaboration with uranium for an estimated 30 to If moderate Arab countries 
suspected pursuit of nuclear India, Pakistan's traditional 60 nuclear devices. It also has a feel threatened by Iran and/or move to suspend his country's 
weapons has intensified, other rival. parallel plutonium-based nuclear Pakistan, they too could go constitution, Israel is watching 
Arab countries have announced Israel-Pakistan detente program and, with North down the nuclear road. the developments with great 
they will be pursuing "more reached its climax in Septem- Korean help, plans to develop A year ago Egypt, Saudi concern. 
robust" nuclear programs. ber 2005 with a public meeting intermediate-range ballistic mis-

The turmoil in Pakistan Arabia, the United Arab 
A nuclear bomb in an between foreign ministers Silvan siles that could reach Israel. Emirates, Algeria, Morocco presents Israel with several 

unstable Pakistan or with a Shalom and Khurshid Kasuri in Over the past few years, and Tunisia all declared they nightmare scenarios. 
rogue regime likely would Istanbul following Israel's with- Pakistan has seen a constant intended to boost their "peace-

One is that radical Islamists accelerate these incipient moves drawal from the Gaza Strip. influx ofislamist money and fol" nuclear programs. Egypt, 
with ties to al-~ida defeat toward a multi-nuclear Middle ideology, much ofit from Saudi Algeria and Morocco all have Musharraf and get their hands East. NEWS ANALYSIS Arabia, and Islamist fighters, sizable reactors and advanced 
on Pakistan's nuclear arsenal. 

Ironically, Israel's new most of them Taliban crossing nuclear energy programs that 
Another is that the break- concerns with Pakistan come But a hoped-for break- over from neighboring Afghani- could become the basis for wea-

down oflaw and order enables after something of a honeymoon through failed to materialize, stan to escape U.S. and allied ponization. 
terrorist groups to acquire period between the two coun- and the Pakistanis made clear troops. Both have had tremen- "Because there would be so 
enough enriched uranium from tries. During that time, some that formal ties would come dous influence on the country. many different players, with so 
Pakistan's extensive stockpiles observers raised the possibil- only after the establishment of a In the latest issue of the many different strategic inter-
and manufacture small nuclear ity of diplomatic ties between Palestinian state. Foreign Policy quarterly, 100 ests, the risk of miscalculation, 
devices known as "dirty bombs." Israel and the large, influential Some Israeli analysts see in American experts named Paki- of misreading an opponent's 
Radical Islamists then could Muslim state. the Pakistani unrest this month stan as the· country "most likely moves and, ultimately, of 
smuggle and detonate the bombs In the 1990s, after estab- a danger to Israel even graver to become the next al-~ida irresponsible use of the bomb 
anywhere in the world. Israel 

lishing diplomatic ties with than Iran. The reason is simple: stronghold." would be much higher," nuclear 
would be a top target. China and India, Israel wooed Pakistan already has nuclear That would spell deep strategist Reuven Pedatzur of 

The nightmare does not end Pakistan. The Pakistanis were weapons. trouble for Israel. the Netanya Academic.College 
with the prospect of an "Islamic caught between fearing what Pakistan joined the nuclear Even if the pro-Western toldJTA. 
bomb" being used against the Muslim radicals might say or club in 1998 after carrying out a regime in Islamabad·manages 
Jewish state. 

ARE YOU 701/2 OR OLDER? 
Goon NEWS FROM WASHINGTON! 

You must act soon - this offer expires December 31, 2007 
The Pension Protection Act of 2006 allows you to make a gift to the 

Jewish Federati-~n of Rhode Island from your IRA with no adverse 
tax consequences. All you have to do is instruct the trustee of your 

IRA to make a direct distrib u tion to JFRI. This direct distribution 
counts toward your annual IRA distribution requirement. 

Since you can distribute as much as $100,000 from your IRA, your 
distribution can be used to contribute to JFRI's annual campaign 
or to establish an endowment fund . This fund will support forever, 

whatever charities you like. 

Do not delay! This charitable IRA rollover opportunity is only 
available until the end of this year. Of course, you should also 
consult your professional advisor as well. 

Call Meyer Goldstein, Endowment Director, 
at 401.421.4111 ext. 174 for further information. 

jcwish Fcdcr,non 
;'.IRJ,.,.i, t,t,,,J 

Im G.otrou,ly 
ttloo,,...Wolgood 
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An appreciatio11 of Norman Mailer, 1923-2007 
In a different 
way, Mailer 
was a deeply 

Jewish writer 
BY MASHEY BERNSTEIN 

SANTA BARBARA, Calif. 
(JTA) - Jews have never con
sidered Norman Mailer one of 
their own as they have Bellow, 
M alamud, the once pariah Roth 
or even the skeptical Woody 
Allen . I think they are mistaken. 

a medieval mystic 
might. Writing it 
seemed to bring 
Mailer back to his 
Jewish roots, not in 
practice, but to an 
acknowledgement of 
his past in a way that 
embraced it with 
new warmth and 
understanding. 

Mailer succintly 
encapsulates his atti
tude toward Judaism 
in an interview he 
gave earlier this year 
to Nextbook. 

When asked, 
"What role has 
your being Jewish 
played in your being 
a writer," Mailer 
replies emphatically, 
"An enormous role." 

"cheap religious 
patriotism," suggest
ing that Jews have 
become distracted 
by an obsessive, 
hard-line approach 
to Israel and anti
Semitism rather 
than staying focused 
on broader intellec
tual pursuits. 

None of these 
ideas su rprises me, 
nor will they any 
reader of Mailer's 
work, as they have 
always been part 
of the core of his 
philosophy. 

Maile'r's ideol
ogy, as an American 
writer and social 

I first met Mailer in the 
spring of 1978. I began reading 
him in earnest while prepar-
ing for my doctorate at the 
University of California, Santa 
Barbara. My field was Ameri
can Jewish literature, in which 
Mailer plays a very small part, 
but soon I was so enthralled that 
his work took over my thesis. 

In my thesis, I used the 
ideas of his near contemporary, 
Rabbi Abraham Joshua Hes
chel - that through perform
ing mitzvot, or holy actions, 
one comes to a fuller spiritual 
knowledge of oneself - to 
explore the mindset of Mailer's 
protagonists. 

Through a friend, I got 
Mailer's home address and 
wrote to him about my ideas. He 
replied almost instantly, wel
coming my theory, and so began 
our correspondence. Mailer 

Mailer was a deeply reli
gious writer. Like Hawthorne 
and Faulkner, he was concerned 
with God and the Devil, Good 
and Evil. While not particularly 
concerned with Jewish matters 
in general - he never visited 
Israel - he obsessed over the 
implications of the Holocaust. 

It plays a prominent role in 
"Advertisements for Myself," 
written in the mid-1950s, and 

He picks two 
aspects of the 
Jewish experience 
that influenced him 
- the sense· of his-

NORMAN MAILER, novelist, journalist, and activist 
died at 84 on Nov. 10. 

commentator, stems 
from the activist or 
prophetic side of 
Judaism. Despite the 
sometimes outra
geous· subject matter 

did not like writing letters and 
although they were brief, they 
encouraged further contact. 

in his final novel published 
earlier this year, "The Castle in 
the Forest," which deals with 
the Devil's machinations in the 
birth of Hitler. This final novel 
probed the world almost the way 

tory that makes it "impossible to 
take anything for granted" and 
also the Jewish mind. 

"We're here to do all sorts 
of outrageous thinking, if you 
will. .. certainly incisive think
ing," Mailer said. "If the Jews 

brought anything to human 
nature, it's that they developed 
the mind more than other 
people did." 

Mailer continues in the 
interview to bemoan the loss of 
this ability due to what he terms 

and highly charged 
sexual content, Mailer's novels 
and essays reflect a highly moral 
approach to life. His concerns 
for the individual override all 
else . Like a Jeremiah, he rails 
against the capitulation of 
modern man to the demands of 
the mediocre. 

Eventually we met in New 
York. The rapport was instant. 
We spoke of many things, 
including his Jewish upbring
ing, his grandfather who was 
a rabbi and his distance from 
the faith, though he had never 

See, NORMAN MAILER, page 15 

Change the world one student at a time 
Only ORT provides the cutt ing-edge 
training and future-focused skills that 

enable needy students worldwide 

to enter competitive, in-demand 
professions. Join O RT America 

in providing vital educational 
opportunity in 56 countries, 
and affirm your belief in the 

power of education to 
change the world. 

Make a difference today with your tax-deductible gift 
Visit ortamerica.org or call ORT America at 800.51 9.2678. 

Educating ind ividuals. 

Impacting communities. 

Improving the world. 

"I will be able to study physics, 
biology and chemistry at the 
university level thanks to the 
help I received from ORT." 

Student, Horfeish High School , 
Galilee, Israel 

CRT 
AMERICA 
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RICE: Rice addresses 
General Assembly 

From page 1 

solution is vital to confronting 
Iran. 

"What is at stake is noth
ing less than the future of the 
Middle East;' Rice said Tuesday 
during an address to · delegates at 
this week's General Assembly of 
the United Jewish Communities. 

"Violent extremists, with the 
governme_nt oflran increasingly 
in the lead, are doing everything 
in their power to impose their 
fear, their resentments and their 
hate-filled ideologies on the 
people of the Middle East," she· 

said. "This makes the two-state 
solution even more urgent than 
ever." 

Asserting that Palestinian 
Authority President M ahmoud 
Abbas is a true peace partner, 
Rice said she fears that if "Pa\es
tinians reformers" fail to deliver 
on the Palestinian people's hope 
for a state, then "the moderate 
center could collapse and the 
next generation of Palestinians 
will become lost souls of unbri
dled extremism." 

"It is not a time for half 
measures," she said . 

Rice's speech at the G.A. 
comes amid growing Jewish 
opposition to various propos-

als aimed at jump-starting 
Israeli-Palestinian talks and a 
mushrooming campaign to raise 
questions about whether the 
Palestinian leadership is commit
ted to peace. 

While the Bush administra
tion praises .f,.bbas, members of 
the Conference of Presidents of 
Major American Jewish Organi
zations are raising new questions 
about the Palestinian leader. 

The Presidents' Conference 
- the Jewish community's main 
pro-Israel umbrella group - is 
considering a resolution calling 
on Abbas to rescind any clauses 
in his Fatah party's constitution 
that challenge Israel's right to 
exist. 

In addition, a growing coali
tion of O rthodox and right-wing 
organizations are mobilizing to 
head off any proposal on divid
ing or sharing Jerusalem with the 
Palestinians. 

Last week, the New York 
Jewish Week, one of the most 
widely read Jewish newspapers in 
the country, published a column 
at the top of its front page slam
ming Rice's currents efforts. 

In the column, titled "Rice's 
Folly," editor a~d publisher Gary 
Rosenblatt wrote that "diplo
matic amnesia has descended on 
Washington once again." 

A supporter of a two-state 
solution, Rosenblatt nonetheless 

Enrich the Lives of 
Jewish Women and Children 

When you become a member of the Women 's Alliance 

Endowment Fund (WAEF), you contribute in perpetuity to 

the well-being of Jewish women and children. Members 

have the annual opportunity to rev.iew grant applications 

and vote on fund distributions. Your name will also be 

added to the WAEF member plaque; joining scores of 

women who seek to enrich Jewish lives- here in Rhode Island 

and overseas- through personal, active philanthropy. 

If you are a Jewish woman who is passionate 

about helping to secure health and social services, 

and educational and cultural opportunities, call 

Amy Seigle at 401.421.4111 to join the WAEF now 

with a minimum one-time investment of $1 ,000.* 

Call today- there's still time to participate in the 

2008 funding decisions of this exciting program 

of the Women's Alliance of the Jewish Federation 

of Rhode Island. 

* WAEF lifetime membership is independent from your 
Annual Campaign gift, and is payable over three years . 

Let your passion lead the way to our Jewish future. Live Generously.® 

J ewis h 

F ederation 
of 

Rhode 

l.tand 

130 Sessions St. Providence , RI 02906 - www .j fri .org - 401 .421.4111 

echoed growing concerns among 
some influential Jewish organiza
tions that a failed summit could 
end up triggering a fresh round 
of violence. 

In an exclusive interview 
with JTA prior to her speech 
at the G .A., Rice rejected such 
concerns. 

"No one can afford to fail 
here," the secretary of state said. 
"Not acting is failure in these 
circumstances." 

"When you have a Palestin
ian partner who is dedicated 
against violence and against 
terrorism, and who's struggling 
against an alternative view for 
the Palestinians," Rice toldJTA, 
"not acting, I think, has much, 
q,.uch more significant risk than 
acting." . 

Citing a recent speech by 
Israeli Prime Minister Ehud 
Olmert, Rice said the goal is for 
the Annapolis summit to serve 
as a springboard for launching 
continuous negotiations on a 
two-state solution . 

Rice praised several steps 
taken by Abbas and his loyalists 
in the West Bank to fight terror
ism. 

"Frankly, some of the things 
that they've done recently in 
terms of the closing down of 
charities, the freezing of bank 
accounts - this is a very good 
start," Rice told JTA. "The secu
rity operations that are going on 
in Nablus are a good start." 

But the crowd was silent as 
she described Abbas as a true 
partner for peace and said the 
Palestinians now had "responsi
ble leadership" with which Israel 
can deal. 

Aside from substance, there 
has been some confusion about 
the exact date and duration of the 
upcoming conference. 

U.S. sources have said the 
gathering will take place the 
week of Nov. 26 but have not 
been more specific. Jerusalem 
sources said Monday the US.
hosted parley will take place Nov. 
27 and be held over one day. 

Expectations had been that 
the conference would last two or 
three days. If true, the shorter 
length suggests there will not be 
extensive talks on the prospects 
for Palestinian statehood. 

Rice appeared to confirm 
that in her interview with JTA. 

"They're not going to create 
the Palestinian state at Annapo
lis," she said. When asked if 
Saudi participation has been 
secured, she said no invitations 
had been sent out yet. "I don't 
want to speculate about the par
ticipants," Rice said. 

She said the Israeli-Pales
tinian conference "is going to 
happen," but that she did not 
expect the conference to last for 
"several days." 

]TA Washington bureau chief 
R on Kampeas contributed to this 
report. 
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Hamas rounds up Fatah activists 
GAZA: H amas paramilitary police rounded up scores ofFatah 

activists in the Gaza Strip. The detentions followed violence at a 
Fatah rally in Gaza the day before in which six Palestinians were 
killed, the worst single incident of interfactional bloodshed since the 
sides fought a brief civil war in June. Hamas, which controls Gaza, 
put the number of those detained at approximately 50. Fatah said 
about 400 people were rounded up and accused Hamas of trying to 
cement its rule by fear. 

China turns to Israel on security 
JERUSALEM: Israel, with plenty of expe~ience in the area, is 

going to help Chinese security forces prepare for the 2008 Beijing 
Olympics. Senior Chinese police officers will visit Israel in March 
for specialized training in counter terrorism and crowd control. The 
Israeli advisers involved are already attending workshops on Chinese 
regulations and culture in order to ease communications with the 
Chinese trainees. OTA) 

Israel raises smoking fines 
TEL AVIV: One in four Israeli adults is a smoker and the 

government, defying past experience, is trying to lower that figure. 
A new law, passed this week, increases greatly the municipal fines to 
be levied for smoking in public places and for businesses that permit 
smoking to take place on their premises. Israeli media report that 
there seems to be little change in smoker's habits since the raise, a 
finding that comes as no surprise to visitors to Israel who are accus
tomed to smoke-filled restaurants and other gathering places. OTA) 

Youkilis, Brown honored 
BOSTON: Jewish major league baseball players are not usu-

ally in the headlines but two of them made news this week. Red Sox 
first baseman Kevin Youkilis was awarded a Golden Glove trophy 
for playing the entire season without committing a single error. And 
Ryan Brown, the slugging third baseman of the Milwa~kee Brew
ers, became the National League's first Jewish Rookie of the Year 
after batting .324 with 34 home runs and 97 RBIs. Move over, H ank 
Greenberg. OTA) 

Forward's 50 
NEW YORK: If you didn't make the list, don't worry. Only 50 

people did, and you can always hope for next year. The annual list, 
as selected by 1he Forward, is of the 50 most influential American 
Jews. In first place is the newly confirmed Attorney General, Michael 
Mukasey. Also in the top rank: Rabbi Elyse Frishman, editor of the 
Reform movement's new prayer book; Seth Rogen and Judd Apatow, 
the creative forces behind two recent hit movies, "Superbad" and 
"Knocked Up"; Sheldon Adelson, the wealthiest Jew in the country 
who has established a new Jewish philanthropy; and Peter Deutsch, 
the former congressman leading the effort to create H ebrew language 
charter schools. OTA) 

ADL calls for official's resignation 
RANDOLPH, MA.: The Anti-Defamation League is calling 

for the resignation of Maureen Kennedy, a member of the school 
committee and a selectwoman in Randolph, who is accused of 
making anti-Semitic remarks to the Jewish superintendent of schools 
when he asked for five days paid leave following a family death. 
"Don't you Jews plant them within 24 hours?" she asked. After he 
objected, she added, "I don't see any side curls on your head so what 
he hell do you need five days of bereavement leave for?" The ADL 
called her remarks "an insult to the entire community." OTA) 

Barnard hires controversial author 
NEW YORK: Controversial professor Nadia Abu El-Haj has 

received tenure at Barnard College. She is the author of"Facts on the 
Ground," a book that attacks the Israeli archeological establishment 
for fabricating material used to legitimize Israeli policies. Prominent 
archaeologists are divided on the book's merits. 

- Compiled by Yehuda L ev 
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Jewish Family Service & 

The Women's Alliance 
of the Jewish Federation of Rhode Island 

Make a needy family's 
Chanukah brighter. New gifts 
for alt ages are needed. 

Bring gifts to: 

Jewish Federation of Rhode Island 
130 Sessions St., Providence 
or . 
Jewish Family Service 
229 Waterman Ave., Providence 

Gifts accepted through Nov. 30 

Call Shanna Yarmovsky at 401-421-4111 x.206 for more information. 

Cast Bronze 

Mezuzah Covers 
"Whenever I felt the ... antagonism, there was home-that magical 
threshold where a mezuzah on the doorpost was a gateway to a 

world steeped with Judaism inside." 

-Fred Zeidman, on building a Jewish life in the South 

We offer the 6cm mezuzah scroll, kosher and 
hand written on parchment by a skilled Sofer. 
The prayer enclosed in a protective ~leeve snaps 
onto the back of the mezuzah case. 

lhe short blessing recited during the installation 
of the mezuzah, and simple instructions on how 

to affix the case to the doorway, nails 1nduded, 
are enclosed KOSHER SC ROLL 

"Judaism 1s a faith not confined to synagogues . Within 
the comfort and familiarity of our homes, we also st rive 
for spirituality. A mezuzah mounted on the doorpost 
designates the home as Jewish, reminding us of our 
connection to our faith and our heritage." 

forgotten 1udaica 
www.forgottenjudaica .com 

877 404-1004 

An evening of Jewish Renaissance 
set for Saturday, Dec. 1 

PROVIDENCE - The seventh 
annual Dr. James Yashar and 
Judge Marjorie Yashar Evening 
of Jewish Renaissance will be 
held on Saturday, Dec. 1, at 7 
p.m. 

The event brings together 
hundreds of adults from all 
affiliations to share in an 
evening of Jewish learning 
and community. There are 40 
diverse classes in topics ranging 
from kosher wine tasting and 

Israeli music to domestic and 
international politics and text 
study. 

The event will be held at 
the Jewish Community Center, 
at 401 Elmgrove Ave. On-site 
registration begins at 6:30. The 
opening program will begin 
promptly at 7 p.m . with May 
Beth Lichaa, event chair, and 
will feature Rick Reamer, 
producer ofWRNI's program, 
"This I Believe," and Curt 

Columbus, artistic director of 
Trinity Repertory Company. 

Desc riptions of all the 
learning sessions, including a 
downloadable program with 
registration form, is available 
on-line at www.bjeri.org. 
Registration brochures can 
also be requested by calling 
331-0956. Early registration is 
encouraged to ensure choice of 
sessions . 

Rosh Hodesh series explores Jewish matriarch~ 
PROVIDENCE - What does 
Sarah's life tell us about rela
tionships? How is Rebekah's 
experience reflected in modern 
parenting styles? Does the story 
of Rachel and Leah resonat~ in 
our own sibling relationship, 
today? 

A discussion series, "Bib
lical Matriarchs - Models 
for Our Relationships," will 
explore these and other theme, 
during the 9th Annual Rosh 
H odesh Series, sponsored by the 
Women's Alliance of the Jewish 
Federation of Rhode Island. The 
series will include three sessions, 
starting in December and con
cluding in February 2008. 

• Opening the series on 
Dec. 11 will be Rabbi Amy 
Levin of Temple Torat Yisrael, 

Rabbi Sarah Mack of Temple 
Beth El and Rabbi Elyse Wech
terman of Congregation Agudas 
Achim, leading a discussion of 
"Sarah - As Partner." This ses
sion will begin at 10 a.m. at the 
Jewish Community Center, 401 
Elmgrove Ave., Providence. The 
cost of the program is $5 and 
includes continental breakfast. 

• On Feb. 6, 2008, social 
worker and psychotherapist 
Ruth Berenson will look at 
"Rebekah - As Parent." The 
noon program will be held at 
the Phyllis Siperstein Tama
risk Assisted Living Center, 3 
Shalom Dr., W arwick. The cost 
is $10 and includes lunch. 

• The final program on 
March 6, 2008, will focus on 
"Rachel and Leah - As Sib-

lings." Educator and psycholo
gist Katherine Haspel will be 
the speaker at the 7 p.m. pro
gram at Temple Torat Yisrael, 
330 Park Ave., Cranston. The 
cost is $5 and includes dessert. 

Childcare will be available 
for $5 per child on Dec. 11 and 
Feb. 6. Dietary laws will be 
observed at all sessions. 

To register for the series, or 
for individual sessions, mail a 
check to Rosh Hodesh Series, 
c/o Women's Alliance of the 
Jewish Federation of Rhode 
Island, 130 Sessions St., Provi
dence, RI 02906. To register 
online, go to www.jfri.org and 
click the Rosh Hodesh link on 
the homepage. For more infor
mation or to reserve childcare, 
call Shanna Yarmovsky at (401) 
421-4111, ext. 206. 

687 ouak,er Lane 

W. Warwiciy Rl 0.2893 

(401! 8.23-5459 

Hours M-F 12.pm-8pn, Sat 1oam-spm 
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SAT., NOV. 17 
Movie night 

in South-County 
7:30 p.m. The Jewish Collab

orative Center, 375 Kingstown 
Rd. , at the Narragansett Rotary. 
The movie "Cabaret" will be 
shown. $5. 

Emanu-El presents 
HONK!Jr. 

8 p.m. Temple Emanu-El, 
99 Taft Ave., Providence. Youth 
Theater presents "Honk! Jr." - a 
musical based on Hans Christian 
Anderson's "The Ugly Duckling." 
$5, tickets may be purchased at 
the door. Another performance 
on Sun., Nov. 18 at 1 p.m. 

SUN., NOV. 18 
Jewish Women's conference 

9:30 a.m. JCC, 401 Elm
grove Ave., Providence. Provi
dence Community Kolle! invites 
Jewish women to gather for a day 
of study, dialogue and reflection. 
Keynote speaker a victim of sui
cide bombing in Jerusalem. For 
more information, call 383-2786. 

Hanukkah, oh Hanukkah 
9:30 a.m. to noon. Temple 

Habonim, 165 New Meadow 
Rd., Barrington. Temple library. 
Temple Habonim Sisterhood gift 
shop Hanukkah 2007 merchan
dise has arrived, Open daily 
during regular temple hours. 

Hanukkah andJudaica sale 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Temple 

Beth-El, 70 Orchard Ave., 
Providence. Sisterhood Hanuk
kah and Judaica sale, one stop 
shopping for all holiday needs. 

You'd be 
Well Served 

to Live at 
Tama risk. 

Jewish Collaborative 
blood drive 

10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
Donor Coach, 375 Kingstown 
Rd., Narragansett. 

Author signing event 
3 p.m. Books on the Square, 

471 Angell St. , Providence. 
Author Sarah Lamstein, "Letler 
on the Wind: A Chanukah Tale." 
Ages 4-8. 

Chamber Ensemble 
at Torat Yisrael 

3 p.m. Temple Torat Yisrael, 
330 Park Ave., Cranston. The 
CCRI Chamber Ensemble will 
perform at Torat Yisrael. All are 
welcome. $5 at the door to cover 
refreshments . 

TUES., NOV. 20 
Torat Yisrael PJ Library party 

story hour 
10:30 a.m. East Greenwich 

Public Library, 82 Pierce St., 
East Greenwich. Stories, craft, 
music, snack. Free, and open to 
the public. 

Interfaith Thanksgiving 
service 

7:30 p.m. Temple Beth-El, 
70 Orchard Ave., Providence, 
with St. Martin's Episcopal 
Church. 

WED., NOV. 21 
Interfaith service 
at Temple Shalom 

7 p.m. Temple Shalom, 223 
Valley Rd., Middletown. 33rd 
annual community-wide Thanks
giving service with local clergy 
and choirs from throughout 
Aquidneck Island. Donations to 

aid victims of California fires. 
Refreshments. All are invited. 

SAT., NOV. 24 
and DEC. 29 

Fishel Bresler's Klezmer 
8 p.m. to 10 p.m. Brook-

lyn Coffee & Tea House, 209 
Douglas Ave, Providence. Fishel 
Bresler & Shelley Katsh & their 
Klezmer Hassidic Music, return. 
$9. 

SUN., NOV. 25 
Author signing event 
2 p.m. Books on the Square, 

471 Angell St., Providence. 
Local author Mark Binder, "A 
Hanukkah Present." All ages . 

TUES., NOV. 27 
Torah for Tycoons 

7:30 a.m. Kolle!, 401 Elm
grove Ave., Providence. 

Whole Foods 
Hanukkah sampling 
4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 

Whole Foods Market, Univer
sity Heights, 601 N. Main St. , 
Providence. Store-wide sampling 
of foods for the Hanukkah table 
and appearance by local story
teller and writer Mark Binder, 
who will be selling and signing 
his books, "A Hanukah Present," 
and "The World's Best Challah." 

WED., Nov. 28 
Ancient Israel presentation 

7 p.m. JCC, 401 Elmgrove 
Ave., Providence. "Ancient Israel: 
An archeologist's Perspective." 
Brown University Prof. Katha
rina Galor speaks on the lives of 
our ancestors as disclosed by her 
explorations of buried communi-

Live in elegant surroundings , enriched with a distinctive cultural 
ambiance · and an unparalleled level of service and amenities, 
with all the support needed for your safety and peace of mind. 

Choose from spacious studio. one or two bedroom apartments , 
and studio or companion apartments in our 
Renaissance Memory Support wing. 

Our lnclusiue Pricing 
Means Sauings for You! 

To arrange a personal visit 
call Dianne: 

401-732-0037 
www.tamariskri.org 

l HE PHVl LIS !ol PERS I l IN 

TAMARISK 
ASSISTED LIVING Rf:SIOlNCl 

~ A Carelink Member 
.,__.~ A Community ol Jewish Seniors Agency ol Al 

Where life is Celebrated 1" 

3 Shalom Drive Warwick, RI 02886 
A Kosher Assisted Living Residence 

ties. Presented by Hadassah. 
Free. 463-3636 or JCC, 861-
8800. 

Habonim adult learning 
7: 30 p.m. Temple Habonim, 

165 New Meadow Rd., Bar
rington. How long has your 
family had that surname and 
how did they get it? What does 
it mean? Learn the answers to 
these and other questions at a 
program given by Saul Zeicher. 
Submit surnames of interest at 
least one day before the session to 
Saul at 245-6143 . 

THURS., NOV. 29 
Agudas Achim 
PJ Library party 

10 a.~. to 11 a.m. the Attle
boro Library, 74 N . Main St., 
Attleboro. Stories, craft, music, 
snack. Free, and open to the 
public. 

Crusading lecture 
7:30 p.m. Brown University, 

Salomon Center room 202. The 
community is invited to hear 
Robert Chazan of New York 
University speak on "Crusading 

and Its Anti-Jewish Turn." 

Israeli band 
Hadag Nachash performs 

8 p.m. Brown University, 

OVERNIGHT CAMP 
TWO FOUR-WEEK 

SESSIONS, 
GRADES 2-10. 

DAYCAMP 

Salomon 101. Hadag Nach-
ash blends hip-hop, funk, jazz, 
electro, and rock all combined 
with a touch of Middle Eastern 
influence. Tickets go on sale 
Mon., Nov. 26, and are available 
in the post office on the lower 
level of Faunce House at Brown 
or at Brown RISD Hillel. Free 
for students with ID, $10 for 
non-students. For more details 
call 863-2805. 

FRI., NOV. 30 
Yiddish shmooz meeting 

9:30 a.m. JCC, 401 Elm
grove Ave., Provide.nee. Social 
half hour followed by focus 
on Mame Loshen and Yiddish
keit from 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 
Featured speaker Mara Sokol
sky recounts sweet stories in 
impeccable Yiddish. For further 
information call Elly, 861-8800, 
ext. 107. 

Agudas Achim 
PJ Library party 

10 a.m. to 11 a.m. the North 
Attleboro Library, 118 N. Wash
ington St., N. Attleboro. Stories, 
craft, music, snack. Free, and 
open to the public. 

See CALENDAR, Page 14 

magnificent waterfront 
sailing, canoeing, kayaking 

spacious cabins 

comprehensive programming 
expansive rec hall 

sports field and courts 
dining hall with an inspiring view 

two swimming pools 
protected environment 

highly skilled, caring staff 
warm, friendly atmosphere 

family feeling 

Located in 
Wakefield, RI. 
Kosher dietary 
laws observed. 
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ONGOING 
Kollel Community 

Tuesdays, Nov., through 
the 27th 

Providence Community 
Kolle!, 401 Elmgrove Ave., 
Providence. 

8:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. Mev
askshei Torah by Rabbi Schwartz 
or Rabbi Bielory 

7:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. 
World Mask: Jewish Philosophy 
- Rabbi Schochet. 

8:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. What 
is the Source - Rabbi Schochet. 

8:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
Gemara Megilla - Rabbi Beck 

Torat YisraelAdult Ed 
Torateinu 

THURS., NOV. 29, DEC. 
6-7 p.m. to 9 p.m. 

Temple Torat Yisrael, 330 
Park Ave., Cranston. Shtreiml will perform Saturday. Dec. 1 at 8 p.m. at Common Fence Point Community Hall in Portsmouth. 

Torat Yisrael's Adult Learn
ing Program. $18. "Jews of 
Little Rhody" - Ronni Guttin; 
"Exploring the mysteries of 
Jewish Alchemy: Creating Holi
ness through Mitzvah" - Rabbi 
Levin. CLE accredited,Jewish 
Talmud course. 

NOV. 19, 26, DEC. 3 
6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. Tamarisk 

Assisted Living, 3 Shalom Dr., 
Warwick. 

The Jewish Learning 
Institute of RI (part of Chabad 
of RI) is offering, "You be the 
Judge," presenting real cases 
that were brought before the 
Jewish law courts. Rabbi Yossi 
Laufer (Chabad CHAI Center, 
Warwick) and/or Rabbi Moshe 
Laufer (Chabad House, Bar
rington). Cost is Sl18. Textbook 
included. (Scholarships avail
able.) RSVP required. To register 
or for more info contact Rabbi 
Yossi Laufer at 884-7888 or 
email rabbi@rabbiwarwick.com 

TUES., NOV. 20, 27 and 
DEC.,4 

Koffler Bornstein Families 
Institute ofJewish Studies 

Mini-course 

7:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
Temple Emanu-El, 99 Taft 
Ave., Providence, in the Fish
bein Chapel. Read and discuss 

stories by youngJewjsh writers 
such as Lynne Sharon Schwartz, 
Jonathan Rosen, and Dara Horn. 
With instructor Prof. Penney 
Stein. $10, S6 for seniors/stu
dents. 

THURS., NOV. 29, 
DEC., 13, 27 
Torat Yisrael 

bereavement group 
7 p.m. Temple Torat Yis

rael, 330 Park Ave., Cranston. 
· The Hug Nihamah (Circle of 
Consolation) provides those 
mourning the loss ofloved ones 
a supportive circle. Facilitated by 
Torat Yisrael member, Dr. Judith 
Lubiner, a licensed psychologist 
certified by the American Board 
of Professional Psychology, and 
by Rabbi Amy Levin. All are 
welcome. 

JCCRI creative photo 
memory class 

6:30 - 8:30 p.m. continuing 
through Nov. 21 in the JCCRI 
studio. For information call 861-
8800, ext.107 or 139. 

TEMPLE EMANU-EL 
LEISURE CLUB 

MONDAYS 
NOV. 19: "Standing at 

Mount Sinai" - Miriam Abrams
Stark, Leisure Club Coordinator 

11:10 a.m. to noon. 

1Vflin Quality, 'MatiNw 
far Your Vinno; 

t& {2uality, of Your Ww 
S&uldTIJJl,. 

fine imported wines fr'om around the world au !!4lR s 
Hours: Mon-Sat 9-10, Sun '2-6 

University Marketplace• 571 North Main St• Providence 
t«atftl nat to Whol, Foods 

NOV. 19: "Ipods, Internet 
and Individuality: The Milleni
als' Generation and Jewish Iden
tity" - Samantha Pohl, program 
director, Brown-RISO Hillel 

THURSDAYS 
10 a.m. to 10:50 a.m. 
11:10 a.m. to noon. 

STRIARART EXHIBIT 
Through NOV. 23 

Striar JCC, 445 Central St., 
Stoughton. Boston Haifa Kids' 
Art Exhibit at ,Perkins Gallery, 
"A New Song in our Heart." 

UPCOMING 
SAT., DEC. 1 

Shtreiml performing 
8 p.m. Common Fence 

Point Community Hall, 933 
Anthony Rd., Portsmouth. Mon
treal/Philadelphia based band, 
Shtreiml, offers high-octane mix 
of not so traditional Eastern
European Jewish and Turkish 
music. Doors open at 7 p.m. 
Tickets S20. Call Ticket Web at 
866-468.7619 or contact them 
via www.commonfencemusic.org. 
Latkes will be available from the 
Woythaler grill. 

SUN., DEC. 2 
Sinai gift and craft show 

10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 22 Canton 
St., Sharon, Mass. Temple 
Sinai Sisterhood gift and craft 

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 

show, door prizes and raffies, 
face painting, jewelry, sweaters, 
jackets, gourmet chocolates, stuff 
your own plush toy, cosmetics, 
marionettes, soaps, plants, hand 
painted glass, novelty pens, pet 
products, pottery, hair acces
sories, doll clothes, baby items, 
children's books, gift certificates 
and more. Free admission. 

Touro Fraternal holiday 
concert with 

Warwick Symphony 
2 p.m. Jewish Community 

Center, 401 Elmgrove Ave., 
Providence Touro Fraternal 
Association, presenting a free 
winter holiday concert by the 
Warwick Symphony Orchestra. 

MON., DEC. 3 
Agudas Achim 
PJ Library party 

10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. the 
Norton Library, 68 E. Main St., 
Norton. Stories, craft, music, 
snack. Free, and open to the 
public. 

WED. DEC. 5 
Cranston Senior Guild 

Hanukkah party 
Noon at the West Valley 

Inn, West Warwick. S18.50 per 
paid-up member; choice of fish 
or chicken. Entertainment by 
Debra Mann. Raffie to follow 
the luncheon. For reservations, 

LICENSED & INSURED 

J. P.'s QUALITY PAINTING CO. 
401-374-2815 

• Quality work at reasonable prices 
• Prompt courteous service 
• No job too small or too big 
• Serving Rhode Island & Massachusetts 

fREE ESTIMATES JAY PAVAO 

send check to Gloria Lefkowitz, 
5044 Woodland Ct., Cranston, 
RI 02920, before Nov. 21. 

THURS., DEC. 6, 20 
Torat Yisrael 

Caretaker support 
7 p.m. Temple Torat Yisrael, 

330 Park Ave., Cranston. Yad 
L'Tomchim: support for caretak
ers. The group will provide those 
.caring for the sick or the elderly 
with a supportive and under
standing circle. Facilitated by 
Torat Yisrael member, Dr. Judith 
Lubiner, a licensed psychologist, 
and by Rabbi Amy Levin. All 
welcome. 

FRI., DEC. 7 
United Bros. plans 
Hanukkah potluck 

6:30 p.m. supper/8 p.m. ser
vice, United Brothers Synagogue, 
205 High St., Bristol 

Dairy potluck supper and 
special Holiday service, followed 
by dessert. Free, and open to the 
public. To reserve a seat: 253-
0040. 

Habonim Hanukkah 
Shabbat dinner 

6:15 p.m. Temple Habonim, 
165 New Meadow Rd., Bar
rington. Celebrate Shabbat and 
the festival of lights, latke dinner, 
drinks, live music, games and 
stories for the children. Bring 
Menorah and dessert to share. 
$12 adults, $6 children, under 
four free. RSVP by Nov. 26. 247-
7432 or 433-0950. 

Torat Yisrael Simhat 
Shabbat 

5:45 p.m. Temple Torat 
Yisrael, 330 Park Ave., Cranston. 
A program for young families 
consisting of a child-friendly 
Shabbat dinner followed by an 
interactive service with stories, 
songs and prayers. SlO per family 
RSVP by Dec. 4, 785-1800. 

SUN., DEC. 9 
Emanu-El Hanukkah party 

4:30 p.m. Temple Emanu
El, 99 Taft Ave. Providence. 
Hanukkah crafts, games, festive 
music and dairy meal. Seating is 
limited, RSVP by Mon., Dec. 3 
by noon. 

TUES., DEC. 11 
Biblical Martiarchs 

Models for Our 
Relationships 

10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. JCC 
401 Elmgrove Ave., Providence. 
Presented by JFRI's Woman's 
Alliance. Rabbis Amy Levin, 
Sarah Mack and Elyse Wechter
man. S5 Continental breakfast 
included. Child care available. 

WED., DEC. 12 
Beth-El learn, lunch and play 

11:30 a.m. Temple Beth-El, 
70 Orchard Ave., Providence. 
Sisterhood program: "Judaism in 
the Former Soviet Union," and 
"Summer Travels in the Baltic." 
Non-kosher Chinese buffet, and 
"player's choice" featuring gin 
rummy, mah jongg. $8 RSVP to 
Rona by Dec. 5. 331-6070. 
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NORMAN MAILER: Considered one of the greatest writers, intellectuals of the 20th century 

From page 9 

written anything negative about 
Judaism, as he had promised his 
mother he would not. At heart 
he was "the nice Jewish boy 
from Brooklyn." 

When the time came to 
part, Mailer told me he got a 
good feeling from my letters and 
now our conversation, and that 
"we would be friends for life." 
He was true to his word. Our 
friendship lasted from that day 
until his death last Saturday. 

"If the Jews brought anything 
to human nature, its that they 
developed the mind more than 
other people did." 

Over the years, we met 
whenever I came to New York 
or he visited L.A. There are 
wonderful memories: a seder I 

conducted in his then-home in 
Brooklyn Heights, where he still 
remembered enough H ebrew 
from his childhood to read a few 

words. Seeing him with his chil
dren - eight from six marriages 
- was to see a person so differ
ent from the public persona. H e 
truly was a fa mily man. 

The marriage to his sixth 
wife, the artist Norris Church 
- they were married by a rabbi 
- that lasted 27 years until his 
death, was an unending love 
affair. 

M ailer, writing on Henry 
Miller, once noted that "a writer 
of the largest dimension can 

alter the nerves and marrow of 
a nation." I th ink it is an apt 
appraisal of Mailer's own con
tribution to America's literature 
and consciousness . 

M ashey Bernstein teaches 
in the writing program at the 
University of California, Santa 
Barbara. Some of Mailer's letters 
to D r. Bernstein will be published 
next year in the "Collected L et
ters of Norman M ailer." H e can be 
contacted at bernsteinmashey@aol. 
com. 

~ttention writers and young artist 1 
The Jewish Voice fl' Herald :r. 

is holding its 1st Hanukkah writing contest 
ana 

its 22nd Hanukkah art contest 
St~dents may select one of the following subjects 

for the writing and art contest. 

Another Hanukkah l\lliracle 
or 

ffo\N green is my Hanukkah 
An environmentally friendly Hanukkah 

Entry rules: 

Hanukkah writing contest: Ages 10-13 
Hanukkah art contest: Category ages 4 to 6 and 7 to 9. 

All entries must include: name, age, address, E-mail address and phone number. 

Writing contest: A 300-S00-word original article, essay or verse poem. 
E-mail to voiceherald@jfri.org, with writing contest in the subject line, or send to Jewish 
Voice & Herald, 130 Sessions St., Providence, RI 02906, Attn.: Hanukkah contest. 

Art on est: Illustration in media of choice, on 8-1/2" x 11" piece of paper. Send digital 
photo of entry by E-mail to voiceherald@jfri.org, with art contest in the subject line, or send 
to Jewish Voice & Herald, 130 Sessions St., Providence, RI 02906. Entries may also be 
dropped off in an envelope at the JCC information desk, 401 Elmgrove Ave., Providence. 

Deadline: Friday, December 7 - Winners will be published in the December issues 
of the newspaper. 
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COMMUNITY: How do we connect' What are our shared values? How do we measure our successes? 

From Page 1 

We'r; going to work closely with 
you 

The Council was formed as 
part of Federation's realignment 
this year. 

Rabbi Amy Levin, spiritual 
leader of Temple Torat Yisracl, 
defined the evening this way: 
"We are searching for meaning 
in our Jewish community. 
Our reality has changed; old 
structures don't work anymore. 
We arc in transition at every 
level." 

The meeting was facilitated 
by Robert Leaver, CEO of 

following the mission. "Leaders 
have to follow the mission 
statement of the agency they 
lead,~ he said . He added that it is 
important part to extend Jewish 
values, both inside and outside 
of the Jewish community. 

Funding emerged as an 
important part of the dialogue at 
different tables. 

Ken Schneider, of East 
Providence, a Federation 
volunteer, said "donors start 
with the belief that money is 
needed. They want to know their 
money is being put to good use." 

Accord ing to Richard A. 

New Commons consultants. 
Eleven questions were put on 
the table; ideas wh ich emerged 
were distilled into "nuggets" and 
presented to the group at the 
end of the evening. 

9hot01byMaryl(otr 

From leh, Alice Goldstein. Blake Coren and Ken Schneider talk about what makes a program successful. 

Licht, vice president of planning, 
priorities and allocations at 
Federation, "the nature of 
ph ilanthropy has changed, as has 
Jewish philanthropy. Federations 
today are the opposite of a 
community chest," he said. 

Defining community 
One group considered 

the question: What defines 
community? 

"Judaism begins at home," 
said Susan Gcrtsacov of 
Cranston. "You tell stories 
and shared narratives to your 
children." She is a member of 
the Women's Alliance G ateway 
group, for women under 45. 

Programs such as Shalom, 
Baby for new parents, and the 
Babies, Kids and Kibbitzing 
(BKK) program have been 
successful, but more is needed, 
Gertsacov conti nued. Judaism 
should be fun, and include 
young couples engaged in social 

justice and tudakah projects. 
For her, the question facing 
the Jewish community today is: 
"H ow do we con nect?" 

Rabbi Elyse Wechterman, 
of Congregation Agudas Achim 
in Attleboro, attracts about 80 
people to Shabbac services, of all 
ages, from W arwick to Sharon, 
Mass. 

"We reach out to people and 
fi nd out what they need," she 
said. "People make the choice to 
come because they are looki ng 
fo r meaning in their lives that 
goes beyond the soccer fields." 

Rabbi Raphie Schochet 
of the Community Kolle! 
emphasized the need for shared 
values. "The Jewish com munity 

looks at what our obligations are 
instead of what our rights are. 
Shared values arc what makes a 
real community that will growt 
he said. "You have to go out into 
the community and ask people 
what they want in their lives. 
They are not going to come to 
you," he said. 

Measuring success 
At another table, a group 

considered the question: "H ow 
do we as leaders measure our 
successes and shortcomings?" 

Blake Coren, the 17-year
old regional prestdent ofB'nai 
Brirh Youth Organization 
(BBYO), had a straightforward 
answer: "I measure success by 
attendance. A good event bri ngs 

~-~11■ 
••••~•' ~ .. ◄ enrolling , .. , .··-• ltl~ Now I~ · .II I '~ I _.....,... fo, , •• , 1 ~111 di · • ,o,, ,... ., • · 
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:_1 ' ~~·- ~ ';_ ~- - . -· ~,. ~111 
L-t" ·-~-: - -: Connect to the pJst: build for the future. 
lb. -t'!, ~ ::..~- Give your child the most meaningfu l gift: 
~ - ~ THFGIFTOFISRAEL 

r -- ----·--------·--·-~·--------
AN ISR AEl EXPERIENCE in high school or college is an integral 
pa rt of a child's education and developing Jewish identity. Partner 
with your synagogue and the Jewish Federation of Rhode Island to 
provide an Israel e•perience for your child. 

For more information, or to r~uest an enrollment app11ca11on, 
contact : Beth Brier at '401 331•0956, ext. 223, or at bbner@bjeri.org. 

INVIST NOW IN AN IHAIL Uf'HllNCl f"OI YOUI CHILD. 

out a lot of members. We call 
teens every week; recently I 
planned an event I first judged 
as a fa ilure, but those present 
(40) had a lot of fu n and gave 
good feedback." 

Jeff Vogel, president of the 
Jewish Community Center, 
posed this question: "Do we 
measure success by how many 
people we touch everyday, by 
the number of people who 
participate in our programs?" 

Vogel said you need to 
develop tactical and strategic 
goals to ensure the success of an 
agency or program. 

For Scott Libman, the 
new president of Jewish Fam ily 
Service , leadership means 

While it seemed that 
there were as many questions 
asked as solutions offered, 
one thing emerged from the 
evening- everyone there saw 
the need fo r action, and better 
commun ication, to rebuild the 
Jewish community. 

The event was organ ized by 
Sharon Gaines, Federation's vice 
president for governance and 
Amy Rovin, di rector of outreach 
and leadership development. 

The Council will next meet 
on Monday, April 14, at 7 p.m. 
in the JCC social hall. 

For more information, email 
aro'Uin@jfri.org, orca/1421--4111, 
ext. 169. 

Robert H. Mac lea's 
Carpentry Company 

RM 
CARPENTRY co.~ 

Si11cr 1978 

SCHEDULE YOUR CARPENTRY WORK NOW! 

Specializing in: 

• Door & Window Installation Wall & Ceiling Plaster Repair· 
• light Carpentry Interior Painting • 
• Crown Molding Handyman Services · 

• Decorating Assistance Color Advice· 

Call now for $100 off any signed contract! 

Give Us A Call Todav! 
662 No. Broadway • East Providence, RI 

401-246-1214 



Rabbi Elyse Wechterman 

Nuggets and notes 
The followi ng arc "nuggets" 

members of the Community 
Leadership Council offered 
as a summary of the evening's 
discussions: 

• "We need to do a better 
and more personal job of 
welcoming new Jews to R.l." 

• ~Make sure people know 
about the Jewish community. 
Make the information current 
and correct. Give people the 
minimum they need to know 
and let them come to you. 
Technology augments, but docs 
not replace personal contact." 

• "We need to recognize 
we're not in competition with 
each other. \Ve should have 
live web chats, list scrvs as part 
ofbuilding the community." 

• ~Create more entry points 
and more places to make 
Jewish people feel more 
comfortable." 

• "Structure a process to 
train leaders of different ages 
and stages in their lives." 

• "Reach the unaffiliated 
to involve future generations. 
Create satellite programs." 

-Mary KQrr 
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WRESTLING: It's our traditional way of life that is being challenged by a changing world 
From page 1 

Our Jewish community 
here in Rhode Island - as well 
as Jewish communities around 
the globe - are, perhaps much 
like the characters Tcvye and 
his family, being forced to think 
in new ways - to adapt and to 
improvise - as we confront a 
rapidly changing world. In some 
ways we are the ones now living 
in Anatevka, and it's our tradi
tional way of life that is being 
challenged. 

• Young people for the most 
part no longer read newspapers 
- they get their news online, and 
Wikipedia and Google serve 
as the most popular sources for 
questions and answers. 

• Faccbook - not youth group 
- is often where the new Jewish 
frie ndship circle begins. 

• We live in a time where more 
and more of our personal interac
t ions occur online rather than in 
person. We connect online, not 
at organizational meetings, in 
real time. 

When the Jews were forced 
into exile in Babylon, they had 
to learn to "carry" Judaism with 
them. In a sim ilar manner, 
perhaps, we arc exploring, 
experimenting and redefi ning 
our Judaism in a world where the 
connections may occur in the 
ether. 

In the search for a vital and 
vibrant Jewish community, it's 
sometimes been a bumpy road. 
At times, there has been no lack 
of Jewish anxiety. 

In the philanthropic world, 
financial heavyweight M ichael 
Steinhardt, who has invested 
S125 million of his own money 
in the last 13 years to, as one 

rabbi put it, ~fund Jews to save 
the Jewish community," recently 
questioned the wisdom of his 
own investments. He asked 
rhetorically: "Is the Jewish world 
any better today than it was 13 
years ago? Have things really 
improved? Are we reaching more 
people? I~ don't have positive 

might lead a witness along a 
prescribed path: ~What defines 
community? How do you define 
Jewish community needs? How 
can we make better use of today's 
technology to increase communi
cation with each other?~ 

Yet, the dialogue, at least 
to this observer, was surpris
ingly sharp, direct and focused, 

Jay Michaelson, writ- unrehearsed and refreshing, 
ing recently in 7hr Forward, particularly from those who saw 
responded to Steinhardt in his themselves as "newcomers" at 
best Homer Simpson voice: the big table. They included: The 
"D'uh.n According to Michael- president of a small congregation 
son, "The Jewish renaissance is in South County, who, in his 
happening; it's just not happen- other life, fixes computer systems 
ing in large rooms with pews." for schools. A physical therapist, 
W hat's ___________ responsible 

:;.~~~~~he "Facebook - not ;~ra!4i~~i:u-

country, youth group - is often tional setting, 

~~c~;~~- where the new Jewish :~:l~e~eJ 

~:~;;~~~~~ friendship circle begins." ;~;r~;~~r;_ith 

gogucs 
and at indie-music festivals, on 
biogs and in pluralistic schools, 
is the 'open source' model of 
empowering young people to 
create Jewish institutions." 

W ithin the broader context 
of this ongoing dialogue (read 
that as "really good Jewish argu
ment"), some 75 leaders of Rhode 
Island 's Jewish community 
participated on Nov. 1 in a two
hour "chatterbox cafe" discus-
sion, wrestling with the concept 
of community. 

It was the first meeting of 
the Community Leadership 
Council. To some community 
veterans, who felt as if they had 
already hashed out these issues 
before, many of the questions 
in the exercise seemed prosaic, 
in the same manner an attorney 

tion'sWom
en's Alliance. A young organizer 
for BBYO in New England, 
based in Stoughton, M ass., who 
spoke about the cyclical nature of 
leadership and the importance of 
empowering teens. 

At another table, a recently 
arrived resident to Rhode Island 
(in the last two years) spoke 
about how difficult it was for her 
to get connected, even in her 
own neighborhood. A M idwest
erner, she blamed it on the "cold 
culture" ofNew England. Where 
do you live? she was asked. In 
C ranston, she replied. W here? 
She gave her street. "Really?" 
the questioner replied. "I live 
two blocks away from you." One 
had the sense that the definition 
of community has just changed 
dramatically for the two women, 

who had never met before, and, 
call it coincidence or a miracle, 
they were neighbors. 

And , yes, as the new execu
tive editor of 1he Jewish Voice & 
Herald, I was a newcomer to the 
big table, too. On this night, I 
chose to be an observer, to hear 
what was being said. 

It was hard to keep still. Par
ticularly, because there are many 
exciting plans for 1he Jewish 
Voice & Herald, to make it more 
vibrant and vital, to grow and 
improve the publication, because 
it can play an important role in 
strengthening connections of our 
Jewish community during this 
time of transition . 

In the coming months, there 
will be many opportunities to 
share these plans with you. As 
the Russian proverb goes, work is 
not a wolf that will run away into 
the woods. Also, I am sure you 
will not be shy in sharing your 
feedback and your ideas with me. 

The temptation of a good 
journalist is often to bite the 
hand that feeds you, but in this 
case, I fi nd myself praising the 
leadership of the Jewish Federa
tion of Rhode Island for its will~ 
ingness to engage in dialogue, 
bringing new leaders and new 
faces to the table. It will still take 
much hard work to harvest all 
the "good ideas" generated at the 
chatterbox cafe, but it's a start. 

Back to the rabbi and 
Tevye and tradition. There is 
no guarantee that, despite our 
improvised blessings, we will 
be able to keep the modern-day 
czars "far away" from our com
mun ities and from Israel , without 
vigilance. But that's another story 
- read our interview with Jeffrey 
Goldberg. 

~~~ 
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"The Tradition Cont inues" 

Daniele DiChristopher 
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Since 1980, we've been New England's favorite 
transporter of automobiles. And for good reason: 

FULLY INSURED, GUARANTEED PRICES Snowbirds: 
L. d What We Quote an~c:~::ed ~~u~ha~! Migrating South 

AIRPORT 
T-ERMINALS 
AVAILABLE 

1-800-800-2580 

1033 Turnpike Street• Canton, MA 02021 
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Why adverstise your camp in the Jewish Voice & Herald: 
We are the !!!ill' Jewish newspapaper serving R.I. & Southeastern Mass. 

Reach 10,000 targeted readers 

Reach an educated, affluent and established readership. (compiled from demographic study 2003). 

Call Frank Zasloff 
401 -421-4111 , ext. 160 
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Ad Rates 

Full page: 10.2S" x13.5'' $1,350 

S/8page 8" x 10" $800 

1/2 page 10.2S" x6.5'' $6S0 

1/4 page 6" x6" $360 

1/8 page 4" x S" $200 

Inserts available starting at: $89S 

Four and epot color available 

Ad deadline 
December 3, 2007 

Weare read 
everywhere 

(Where in the world will we go next?) 

Sandy and Jay Strauss of Cranston brought the JV&H along with 
them on their recent trip to Israel and Eastern Europe. They visited a 
synagogue in the Jewish quarter in Prague (top) and the Grand Syna
gogue in Budapest with their grandson, Eric Hogberg, who is playing 
professiona l hockey in Ireland. 

We have been to: 

Italy, Quebec, Alaska, Hawaii, The Grand Canyon, Warsaw, Budapest, 
Vien na, Peru, Buenos Aires, Disney World, Iceland, Turkey, Brazil, Jerusalem, 
Jordan, the Great Wall of China, Florida, California, Tanzania, Germany, lsrad 
and on a riverboat cruise in Europe. 

The newspaper invites readers to take along a copy of The Jewish Voice & 
Herald on their next trip and send us a photo. 

Photos can be emailed to voiceherald@jfri.org, with "We Are Read Every
where" in the subject line. Or, send to JV&H at 130 Sessions St., Providence, RI, 
02906. 



Tex-Mex Turkey, 
after the big day 

DID YOU KNOW that Benjamin Frankli n argued to have 
the turkey declared our national bird? We're glad that 
Congress voted the way it did, because who would want an 

eagle for Thanksgiving dinner? 
The turkey docs seem to have originated in Mexico so here are 

some appropriate recipes that the weekend football watchers will 
enjoy. They're so good that no one will know that they're the last of 
poor old Tom turkey. 

Turkey tacos 
2 Tblsps. oil for sauteing 
3-4 cups diced or coarsely shredded cooked 

turkey meat 
1 or more tsps. cumin powder or to taste 
2 or 3 Tblsps. chili powder or to taste 

I tsp. dried oregano 
1- 2 tsps. chopped garlic 
1 cup chopped onion 

Marylyn 
Graff 

2 red or green (or 1 of each) bell peppers, 
diced 

1 14 oz. can diced or stewed tomatoes, cut 
small 

Salt & pepper to taste 
Coarsely chopped !Cttuce leaves 
About a dozen taco shells or soft tortillas 
Heat about two Tblsps. oil in a deep skillet, and cook onions 

and peppers until soft. Put tomatoes and seasonings into a blender 
or processor and wh irl until smooth. Pour into pan with onions and 
peppers. Bring to a boil and simmer 20 minutes or until reduced 
and very thick. Stir in turkey 
meat. Cook another 3 or 4 
minutes. Spoon into taco shells 
and pile in chopped lettuce. 
Garnish with guacamole or 
diced avocado. Pass salsa. 

'1ucr;~:~!~:~~/;:;nh;;~into 
or other beans, drain, rinse and 
mash and stir into pan along 
with the turkey. Add more 
spices to taste. 

Guacamole 
3 soft-ripe avocados 
1 small onion, chopped 
1 medium tomato, chopped and seeded. 
llime 
Cut avocados in half and scoop flesh into a shallow bowl or 

onto a plate. Mash with a fork. (I like it a little lumpy.) Mix in 
onion and tomato, squeeze lime over and mix in. (Putting the seeds 
i.nto the dish of guacamole is supposed to keep it from darkening. 
Personally, I think it's the lime juice.) 

Serve with tortilla chips or as a garnish or side dish. 

Mexican rice 
1 cup raw rice, not instant or minute 
2 Tblsps. oil 
1/2 cup chopped onion 
2 cloves garlic, crushed 
3/4 cup red or green pepper, diced 
1 to 2 tsps. chili powder 
1 tsp. ground cumin 
15 oz. can diced tomatoes, or stewed tomatoes, cut small 
Heat oil in a pan. Add onion and pepper; sautt: for a couple of 

minutes. Stir in rice and garlic, cook, sti rring unti l coated, but not 
browned. Stir in chili powder and cumi n tomatoes and about 1/2 
cup ch icken or turkey broth, adding more as rice cooks, until rice is 
tender, about 20 minutes. 

This makes about 4 servings. 

Turkey tortilla soup 
This recipe is from my daughter, Ellen, who lives in California, 

where this soup is very popular. If you don't have turkey Sloek, use 
chicken broth instead . 

See, TEX-MEX, page 22 

PROVENDER 
A Ko s h er Catering Company 

Che/inspited ct1isine • £~ganl 

(J/att koshe~ • :fine dining at its best 

A -·· - .~--~-
,,__., ... __ .. __ _ _ ,.._,. ... __ 

Please, don't forget 
to share your 

simcha with The 
Voice & Herald 

Cl~ukally tart. Undcrm.nd:ibly tn~igonting. A pc'tfoct Providence C l=k finiUI 
will have, )'OU - ming morr ~t 401 -J5 1-n?o. 

1.!I south main ,trt~, • h~111~1111 .11,r~,,1ur1n1 ~om I 
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<5ne 0J'r23l77£rl 
5'almier(s 33~ery 

&jaG(;:;fteJ in 1901 

Proudly Welcomes the Baking Staff from Barney's 

• Bagels 
Challah 

• Multi Grain, Wheat, Rye, Sourdough 
and many other types of breads 

• Cream Pastries 
• Wheat Pizzas 

Tues.-Fri. 7:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Sat. 7:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Sun. 7:00a.m. - 1:00p.m. 

Wholesole Deliver Available 

CASERTAPIZZERIA 
HOME OF THE WIMPY SKIPPY 

A Rhode Island Tradition for Over 50 Years! 

Eatln ~ lfYou're 
Or~ake @ ) NotEating 
out. \\ ~))CASERTA'S 

1 You'reNot 
Eating Pizza! 

A DELICIOUS 
12 PIECE PIZZA 

CASERTA PIZZERIA 

TAKE OUT 272-3618 OR 621-3618 OR 621-9190 
~ Oo!J One c-ta, 121 Spn,co Shlet, Providao<e, R.I. (On the HollJ Parl<ing A,alloble 

FOR ALL OF YOUR SPECIAL OCCASIONS INCLUDING •.• 

BAR/BAT MITZVAHS, WEDDINGS AND MUCH MORE 

806 Hope Street • Providence 
Phone: 401-421-5760 

Where are the delis of 
yesteryear? We miss them 

RECOGNIZE 
umans by the clothes 
hey wear, the friends 

they choose, the things they 
selectively prohibit, the myths 
they nurture - and, not the 
least, the foods that they savor. 

Not a single 
ethnic group 
can pos-
sibly survive 
without its 
distinctive, 
aromatically
endearing 
cuisine. 
And for that 
segment of 
the Jewish 
population 

with its origins in southeastern 
Europe, there is a celebrated 
institution called the delicates
sen - indelibly, irrevocably, 
insistently Jewish. 

The delicatessen, now com
monly referred to as The Deli, 
has achieved a community status 
somewhere between a culinary 
cult and a quasi-religious shrine. 
In the years preceding World 
War II, no Jewish neighbor
hood in New York City had 
been without its beloved deli, 
sharing with the shut, the cheder 
and the public library a posi
tion as a major neighborhood 
resource. Other ethnic groups 
have employed the word to 
define their specialty food stores; 
but only the Jews have elevated 
the delicatessen to a revered 
institution. Blindfold a child 
in the Brownsville district of 
Brooklyn, ask him to locate the 
neighborhood deli and he will, 
unerringly, lead you to it solely 
by virtue of its heart-warming, 

"Milton Berle 
tells the story 
that each time 
a person eats 
a hot pastrami 
sandwich on 
white bread 

- with mayon
naise - some
where a Jew 

dies." 

distinctive smells. 
The word, delicatessen, 

is ultimately from the Latin, 
"delicatus," meaning volup
tuous, alluring or enticing. 
The Germans then designated 
their high-end food stores as 
"delikatesse," and more than one 
"delikatesse" store were then 
called, the plural, delicatessen. 
The plural ending, -essen, does 
not signify something to eat (as 
in the Yiddish word, essen) but is 
merely the customary Germanic 
(and Yiddish) plural ending, 
-en. 

What was a 1928 deli like? 
The interior characteri stics of 
other local establishments are 
remembered but vaguely; but 
mention the deli and a vivid 
memory springs to mind of a 
brightly illuminated store, with 
a lengthwise counter filled with 

the special foods that bring 
utter joy to the Jewish heart 
(and stomach). And rarely, 
too, is such a store empty. The 
displayed foods range from 
the meats, especially pastrami, 
to kosher pickles, to salads, to 
smoked salmon (the assimilated 
among us now call it nova), 
sturgeon, smoked white fish and 
gefilte fish. Some delis offered 
prepared soups, especially with 
matzah balls; and the more 
elegant delis even had small 
tables to serve those too impa
tient to wait until they arrived at 
home to consume their delights. 
Fluids were available as well, 
with Dr. Brown's Celery Tonic 
and Seltzer water leading the 
proffered list. 

If one had to select but one 
food as representative of the 
spectrum of cu linary delights 
offered by the deli, most con
noisseurs would probably narrow 
their choice to pastrami. And 
indeed for the population of deli 
aficionados, is there any culinary 
station in life loftier than a hot 
pastrami sandwich - on rye? 

The word, pastrami, began 
its etymological life as a Turk
ish word, "basturma," meaning 
pressed, processed meat. The 
Ottoman Empire, centuries 
ago, had absorbed much of the 
Balkans and many of its food 
preferences inevitably influ
enced Romanian cuisine. In the 
Bessarabian portion of Roma
nia, pastroma, (now a Romanian 
word) achieved some popular
ity, particularly in the Jewish 
enclaves of eastern Romania and 
neighboring Ukraine. By the 

See PASTRAMI, facing page 
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PASTRAMI: The secrets and spices are in the preparation ~o{2-P~ 
early 20th century, the spelling 
of the delicacy was gradually 
altered to pastrami, perhaps to 
align it with another cold cut 
favorite called salami. 

Preparation 
How is pastrami prepared? 

A cut of brisket (preferably a 
lower, fat
tier cut) is 
thoroughly 
salted in 
brine, dried, 
seasoned 
with a variety 
of spices 
(including 
garlic, black 
pepper, basil 
and cloves) 
and finally 
smoked. It is 
then steamed 
prior to 
slicing and 
piled into 
sandwiches. 
Authorities 
on hot pas
trami sand
wiches declare 
that only rye 
bread is acceptable and the only 
condiment permitted is mus
tard. A minority purist opinion 
allows for some cole slaw to be 
added. (Milton Berle tells the 
story that each time a person 
eats a hot pastrami sandwich on 

i 

~ 

. (~-"7 ·, ;1 ".. .• • --
_

o\'! • . .... . ~.' - . -- ·-

white bread - with mayonnaise 
- somewhere a Jew dies.) 

The delicatessens of the 
early 20th century became the 
signature eating establishments 
of the various Jewish commu
nities. On Second Avenue in 
Manhattan, on Pitkin Avenue in 

the American Jews that it was 
common in cities such as Provi
dence to have their delis called 
"The New York Delicatessen." 

The Second Avenue deli 
waiters were known for their 
brusqueness. A story is told of a 
suburbanite entering Abe Leb

.... 

ewohl's 
deli and 
asking for 
a menu. 
The waiter 
retorted: 
"Mister, 
this is a 
iestaurant. 
If you 

-. want to 
read, go to 
a library!" 

The 
last of the 
Second 
Avenue 
delis 
has now 
become 
his-

..,..,.. ... A"'1 steak & trites 
live jazz, blues, classica l 

fine art gallery 

345 South Water St 
Providence, RI 02903 

WNw.chezben-fahrenheit.com 

Kitchens • Bathrooms • Built-ins 
Remodeling • Additions 

The best of the best - pastrami on rye tory. The 
building 

Brooklyn and in numerous other 
places the delis served to uplift 
the spirits of Jews burdened 
by the Depression and hints 
of terrible events to come in 
Europe. Indeed, the New York 
delis became so famous among 

housing 
the most famous one is now 
the site of a Chase Manhattan 
Bank branch thus symbolically 
representing, in the minds of 
many, a classic example of moral 
degradation. 

Custom Builders 

Rhode 
Island 
Builde~ 
Association 

Dr. Aronsoµ can be reached by 
e-mail at smamd@cox.net._ 

Tel:401-374-1592 
www.dwprop.com 
E-mail: PHunt@dwprop.com 

RIC#22994 MA#95129 
Licensed & Insured 

WATERMAN 
GRILLE 

PROVIDENCE 

N E W A M E R I CA N C U I S I N E · 

ON PROVIDENCE 'S EAST SIDE 

JOIN US FDR THANKSGIVING DINNER. 

WE WILL BE OPEN FROM 1 2 PM TO 6 PM 

SERVING A HOLIDAY BUFFET. 

Open daily at 4 p.m. for Dinner. 

Brunch served on Sundays . 

FOUR RICHMOND SQUAR E I PRO V IDEN C E RI 0 29 0 6 

T E L : 401 - 5 2 1 - 92 2 9 I W A T E R MA N G RI LLE . CDM 

A Newport Restaurant Group property 

newportrestaurontgroup.com 
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The rabbi's grandmother's kugel 
BY MARYLYN GRAFF 

MGRAFF@JFRI.ORG 

In his Rosh Hashanah 
morning sermon, Temple Habo
nim's new rabbi, Andrew Klein, 
spoke in glowing terms about 
his grandmother's light, fluffy 
and delicious noodle kugel. 
He got so many requests from 
the congregation for the recipe 
that he had it printed in the 
next temple bulletin. We at 7he 
Jewish Voice & Herald thought 
everyone would like to share this 
ultimate Jewish comfort food. 

- Rabbi Klein's Grandma 
Lee's sweet kugel 

Ingredients 
1 cup cottage cheese 
1 cup sour cream 

2 cups chopped apples 
1 8 oz container of whipped 

cream cheese 
8 eggs, beaten 

1/2 cup honey 
1/2 cup raisins 

1 tsp. vanilla 
1 tsp. cinnamon 

1/2 tsp. salt 
16 oz. medium width egg 

noodles, cooked and drained 

Method 

Mix the cottage cheese, 
sour cream and cream cheese 
until smooth. Mix in the eggs, 
vanilla, cinnamon, salt and 
honey until well blended. Stir in 
the noodles, apples and raisins. 

Spoon into buttered 9 by 13 
inch baking pan and bake at 350 
for 50 - 55 minutes or until set. 

Speaking ofkugels, I had 
inadvertently bought too much 
cheese and sour cream for my 
holiday kugel. I didn't want to 
make another one with no com
pany to eat it so I improvised 

with spinach instead of noodles. 
I call it the 

Accidental kugel 

Ingredients 
1 medium onion, chopped 

1 clove gar,lic, chopped 
2 10 oz. pkgs. frozen chop

ped spinach thawed and very 
well drained 

3 eggs, lightly beaten 
1 pint cottage cheese or 

ricotta (light is okay but not 
fat-free) 

1 cup sour cream, regular or 
light 

Small (3 or 4 oz.) container 
cream cheese, regular or light 

1/2 to 1 tsp. salt 
Freshly ground pepper 
1/2 cup shredded cheese 

plus i:nore for top 
2 tsp. butter or margarine 

«Just Because Mom 
Experiences Memory Loss, 

Doesn't Mean She Can't 
Make New Memories:' 

Jane Harrington says her mother has been building new memories and making 
new friendships ever since she came to EPOCH Assisted Living! Jane's mother, 
Dot, moved into EPOCH after two years ofli\' ing alone. A fall, combined with 
early memory loss, convinced the pair that assisted living would be the perfect 
solu ion. They visited several, but knew EPOCH was for them, largely due to 
the Club EPOCH Program for Memory Care. 

Dot says "I love my new life at EPOCH and am happily surprised at all the 
new friends I've made. I especially look forward to Club EPOCH. I really am 
building new memories and for that I am eternally thankful:' 

For more information on EPOCH Senior Living and our comprehensive 
Memory Care Program, or to schedule a personal visit, call today. 

ASSISTED L I V I N G 

on the East Side 

One Butler Avenue 
Prol'idcncc, !U 

401-275-0682 

SENIOR L I V I N G 

on Blackstone Boulevard 

353 Blackstone Boukl'ard 

www.epochs l .com 

Method 
Thaw spinach and put into 

a colander or strainer. With a 
spoon press out as much liquid 
as possible. Put butter in a 
frying pan and saute onion just 
until transparent, adding garlic 
near end. Stir spinach into pan 
for just a minute. Remove from 
heat 

Beat eggs in a bowl, mix 
in cottage cheese or ricotta, 
sour cream, cream cheese and 
shredded cheese. Stir in spi
nach-onion mixture and salt and 
pepper to taste. 

Turn mixture into 9 x9 
inch baking pan, sprinkle more 
cheese on top and bake at 350 
about 40 minutes or until set 
and cheese is melted. 

TEX-MEX: For turkey leftovers 
From page 19 

Turkey tortilla soup 

First rinse the turkey car
cass and any leg, thigh or wing 
bones, and place in a large pot 
with a cut-up onion, a couple 
of peeled carrots and a stalk of 
celery. Add enough water to 
barely cover. Bring to a boil and 
simmer for a couple of hours . 
Remove bones, strain and return 
to pot. Reduce if necessary to 
bring up flavor. You should have 
about 1 1/2 to 2 qts. of broth. 

Add: 
2 envelopes taco seasoning 
2 3 oz. cans mild green chil

ies, diced 

1 15 oz. can diced tomatoes, 
or stewed tomatoes, cut-up, with 
juices 

1 bag frozen Mexican-style 
vegetables 

Any small pieces of turkey 
meat 

Simmer until vegetables 
are cooked and flavors melded. 
Serve in bowls with coarsely 
crumbled tortilla chips and a 
dollop of guacamole or chopped 
avocado. Pass salsa for those 
who like it hotter. 

4-6 nice bowls. 
Marylyn Graff can be reached 

at mgrajf@jfri.org 

PROGRAM IN JUDAIC STUDIES 
BROWN UNIVERSITY 

presents 

The Arthur B. and David B. Jacobson Lecture 
Part II 

Robert Chazan 
New York University 

"CRUSADING AND ITS ANTI
JEWISH TURN" 

Robert Chazan is currently S. H. and Helen R. Scheuer 
Professor of Hebrew and Judaic Studies in the Skirball 
Department of Hebrew and Judaic Studies at new York 

University. 

THURSDAY, NOVERBER 29, 2007 
Time: 7:30 P.M. 

Place: Kassar Foxboro Auditorium 
(151 Thavrr <;trl'cl on the cc>m~r of TI,a, er & Ceorgl') 

FREE ND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
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ULPAN ETZION'S students for this fall came from around the world . 

JERUSALEM JOURNAL 

Ulpan Etzion: a place to 
begin and bond 

EN a person makes 
iyah, the Israeli 
overnment is more 

than generous when it comes 
to bestowing certain benefits 
upon them. Everything from tax 
breaks, to a first year monthly 
stipend deposited directly into 

Daniel 
Steiglitz 

an Israeli 
bank account, 
to reduced 
mortgage rates, 
to discounted 
tuition if a 
person decides 
to complete a 
degree pro
gram at an 
institution of 
higher educa

tion in Israel. Among these 
various benefits is the option of 
up to five free months of ulpan 
(Hebrew Immersion Program) 
within the first year and a half 
of the aliyah. 

I realized that taking 
advantage of the ulpan benefit 
right from the start was some
thing that would be crucial 
for my long-term acclimation 
to Israeli society. I therefore 
decided to attend Ulpan Etzion. 
Founded in 1949, it was Israel's 
first ulpan. Situated in the 
quiet Jerusalem neighborhood 
of Baka, it has two sessions a 
year. The July-December term I 
am currently enrolled in is the 
ulpan's 116th session overall. 

H owever, the one thing I 
was indecisive about was not 
whether or not I should attend 
ulpan, but if I should live there 
as well . You see, a friend had 
offered me a place in a very 
nice apartment. I felt my deci
sion would significantly shape 
my first few months in Israel. 

And as the saying goes; first 
impressions are always the most 
important, and I was afraid if 
I made the wrong call right off 
the bat, it would tarnish my 
initial impression of the aliyah 
experience. 

So, I decided to take a leap 
of faith and try out the ulpan 
dormitory experience, since that 
seemed like the more unique 
of the two choices. I gave up a 
room of my own for a very tiny 
one that I share with two other 
guys and a bathroom I'd have to 
share with only two others, for 
one I share with 45. I gave up 
an amazing view of Jerusalem 
for one where I just see a lot of 
trees ... and I can't imagine my 
initial aliyah experiences being 
as amazing as they have been ifl 
hadn't decided to live here. 

There is one crucial thing 
I get from living here that I 
couldn't have gotten cooped up 
in my own apartment: Con
stantly being surrounded by 
other recent olim (immigrants), 
all of whom come from different 
places and backgrounds. 

Advance networking on 
listservs 

I first began to interact 
with my fellow "Ulpannicks" 
even before I made aliyah. Upon 
submitting your application to 
Nefesh B'Nefesh (an organiza
tion that significantly helps with 
the pre and post-aliyah process, 
as well as arranges chartered 
aliyah flights to Israel) they 
give you access to their various 
listservs, including a general one 
for asking aliyah-related ques
tions, and one specifically geared 
towards singles making aliyah 
by themselves. I was always 
keeping an eye on the singles' 

listserv for other people that 
were planning on attending the 
upcoming aliyah session, as well 
as would be going on the Ne.fesh 
B'Ne.fesh July 9th flight. This is 
how I first became friend ly with 
Shayna from Connecticut, and 
Sapir from W ashington State. 
We started e-mailing each other 
questions, words of encourage
ment, and overall thoughts 
about our upcoming aliyah. 

Then it came time for the 
flight itself. One thing Ne.fesh 
B'Ne.fesh doe·s to help give the 
oleh (immigrant) the opportu
nity to start networking with 
others, is to seat people near one 
another based on the similari
ties of their individual profiles. 
Shayna, Sapir and I were sitting 
relatively close to one another 
on the plane, since we would 
all be attending Ulpan Etzion. 
Along with them and other 
imminent Ulpan Etzion stu
dents, I had Eli originally from 
Brooklyn sitting directly behind 
me. Even though Eli and I had 
lived in the same Manhattan 
neighborhood, we had never 
crossed paths before our Ne.fesh 
B'Ne.fesh flight. Now, through 
no initiative of our own, we're 
roommates in ulpan. My other 
roommate is Shlomo, a fellow 
New Englander from Massa
chusetts, whom I had also never 
met until we were assigned to 
room together. But we are by 
far not the only Americans in 
Ulpan Etzion. 

For instance, there's also 
Tommy from Buffalo. Tommy 
had never set foot in Israel 
before the moment he made 
aliyah. He came here for the sole 

See ULPAN, Page 26 

75% of Falls Happen at Home~ 
Shouldnt You Take Stees to 
Make Your Home Safer? 
SafelyHome• can prolong your independent living. 
• Bathroom Safety, lncluding Grab Bars 
• Kirchen Safety and Accessibility 
• Stair, F190ring and Walkway Safety and Ligbcing 
• Lifeline Medical Alert 

safelyHOME-
lmprovement s for independent living 

CALL TODAY 
FOR INTERIOR PAINTING 

RM 
PAINTING co.111>-

Sinoe 1978 

Schedule your interior painting now! 
• Color Consulting • Wal/papering 

Spruce up for the Holidays 
Great Q.p_ality Great Pricing 

Call now for $100 off any signed contract! 

Give Us A Call Todav! 
662 No. Broadway• East Providence, RI 

401-246-1214 

BUYERS, SELLERS AND APPRAISERS OF 
ESTATE JEWELRY 

RODNEY P. BARIL - GEMOWGIST 

• Insurance • Divorce 
• Cash Redemption • Probate 

•Oem Identification 

We will Advise the most lucrative Method 
of Disposing Your Unwanted Jewelry! 

Free Consultation 
401.7.38.0511 800.910.4869 

.3228 Post Road, Warwick 
Apponaug Village 

www.placej ewellers.com lic#92365 
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RESERVE YOUR MEMORIES 
Documents, photos, slides 

saved to CD or DVD for permanent storage 
Offers space-saving storage and fast retrieval 

,?/ow• r110no1•,'e.~ w,I/ a!toq,lj,S' 1=ai1tf:e,r/2. 

401-751-6200 or 
401-230-2524 

Reasonable Rates 

COMEN CO. 
E-mail: 

hcomen@cox.net 

FROM TRADITIONAL 
TO CONTEMPORARY ... 

§~/V/J.TIONL1L 
¥OFFICE FURNITURE~ 

~-~!'"""o_.. ____ The Largest Showroom 
and Selection of 
Desks • Chairs 

Conference Tables 
Files • Panel Systems 
& l!ll!'ffll Furniture in 

Southeastern 

ATTENDING THE JEWISH STORY HOUR in East Greenwich were, from left, Daniel Silverman with his 
sons, Jack and Ryan; Ronni Guttin, the Temple Torat Yisrael school director, and Randi Beranbaum and 
daughter, Isabelle. 

New England -Jewish story hour held in 
E. Greenwich library 

800-215-7000 
36 Branch Ave. , Providence, Exit 24 off Rte. 95 Jct.N. Main 

Howard Weiss Jon Weiss 

EAST GREENWICH -Kids 
in pajamas gathered at the East 
Greenwich Library on a recent 
Wednesday for an evening of 
making tzedakah boxes, songs, 
milk and cookies and listening 
to Ronni Guttin, Torat Yisrael 
school director, read a Jewish 
story from the PJ Library col
lection. 

Sometimes you need the very best ... 

Cathleen Naughton Associates 
Home Health Care 

◊ Private Duty Nursing in your home or for your hospital stay. 

◊ VISITING NURSE SERVICE FOR YOUR SKILLED HOME CARE NEEDS 

◊ Home Care Aide Service 

◊ NON MEDICAL ASSISTANCE WITH EVERYDAY ACTIVITIES 

◊ DRlVING PROGRAM 

CALL CATHLEEN NAUGHTON ASSOCIATES AT 
ONE OF OUR THREE OFFICES 

ASK THE HOSPITAL FOR us BY NAME 

PROVJDENCE 751-9660 • WAKEFIELD 783-6116 • NEWPORT 849-1233 

◊ 

OR VIS IT OUR WEBSITE AT: CATHLEENNAUGHTONASSOC.COM 

The PJ Library story hour 
was a collaborative effort of 
Temple Torat Yisrael and The 
Bureau of Jewish Education of 
Rhode Island. 

Torat Yisrael is sponsoring 
a series of programs including 
crafts, a PJ Story, and snacks. 
The next Torat Yisrael-PJ 
Story Hour will be at the East 
Greenwich Library on Tues. 
Nov. 20, from 10:30 to 11:30 
a.m. 

from . 

PJ Library is designed 
as a giving library. Enrolled 
children, ages six months to six 
years, will receive a monthly 
gift of a book or CD of Jewish 
content - free for the first 
year ($18 per child each year 
thereafter). Children (and 
grandchildren) may be enrolled 
in the PJ Library at www. 
pjlibrary.org. Contact Nicole 
Katzman at 331-0956, ext. 
180 or nkatzman@bjeri.org for 
more information. 

East Side Prescription Center 

EAST SIDE 
PHARMACY 

We Have a New & Expanded Secection of Kosher 
Traditional & Varietal Wines for the Holidays 

'.lry Our Hebrew Beer 
Ctltbrating 35 Years A! A Family Business 

632 HOPE STREET • PRO\'IDE'.\lCE, RHODE ISUXD 
751-1430 • FAX: 454-8096 • WEB: \\\\\\,eastsiden .. com 
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YOSSI KNAFO is Brown Hillel's first Israeli emissary. 

Hillel emissary links 
Brown with Israel 

BY JESSICA PERLMAN 

p erlman_jessica@yahoo. com 

PROVIDENCE - Brown University and RISD H illel 's first 
Israeli shaliach, (liaison) Yossi Knafo, came to Providence with a 
mission on his mind .. . , to make a connection between the Jewish 
people in Israel and America. 

"It's very important fo r me to bring the Israeli culture here, to 
let people know that we have great th ings (in Israel) like litera
ture, and theater, and many amazing th ings that we've created." he 
said. 

Knafo, 25, a Moroccan Israeli, studied social work in Israel 
at H ebrew University, and has previously worked with children in 
Israel. As the shaliach, Knafo collaborates with both the campus 
and the community on all events and programs pertaining to 
Israel. 

Currently, Knafo is involved with two student groups, includ
ing, "Brown Students for Israel ," which foc uses on pro-Israel 
activism, and "Friends fo r Israel," a cultural group, which organ
izes events on campus, such as Israeli movie and dancing nights 
and the "Israeli Cultural Series," featuring Israeli-themed commu
nity Shabbat dinners, fa lafel making and "lunch and learn" events. 
Other Hillel Israeli meetings include, "True Life: I am an I sraeli," 
in which Brown and RISD students learn about "real life in 
Israel" from Israeli university students, and recently, Israeli author 
and the president of the Association for Civil Rights in Israel, 
Sarni Michaels, came to the campus to address the students. 

In addition to these events, Knafo spends much of his morn
ings completing office work, and answering "lots" of emails. H e 
attends meetings, and carries out program planning before getting 
together with the students in the afternoon. Generally, hi s days 
are extremely busy, and finding t ime fo r leisure and recreation can 
be challenging. 

"It's difficult, because I don't really have time for it here, but 
in Jerusalem, I spent my time reading books, going to the theater, 
and seeing movies at the cinema." 

Knafo also enjoys meeting new people, and as shal iach there 
are many opportunities for him to do so, enabling him to accom
pli sh his mission. 

"I've met a lot of people, Brown students, and students from 
other universities," he explains. "Even if a few people that I've 
worked with this year, if their perspective ofl srael changes (from 
what I've taught them,) then that will be my accomplishment." 

For more information, go to www.brow nhillel.org, or email 
Yossi_knafo@brown.edu. 

j usua Perlman is afru lanu writer from East Providence. She 
can be reached at perlman_jessica@yahoo.com. 

give your child 
an ethica l" start® 
responsibility • dignity • kindness • community· t radition 

is an exploration of 
s based on the classic Jewish text of 

ics, Pirkei Avot. Parents, children, and 
chers actively explore Jewish values while 

participating in a growing learning community 
supported by the Peer K. Explorer book teries 

develoP-ed for both the home and school. 

The JCCRI Early Childhood Center is NAEYC accredited and 
conveniently located on the East Side of Providence. 

We also have sa tellite campuses in Barrington and Cranston. 

Call today for more information. 

. 401861.8800 
vfww.jccri.org 

401 elmgrove ave. 
providence, ri 02906 

Enrich the Lives of 
Jewish Women and Children 

When you become a member of the Women 's Alliance 

Endowment Fund (WAEF) , you contribute in perpetuity to 

the well-being of Jewish women and children . Members 

have the annual opportunity to review grant applications 

and vote on fund distributions. Your name will also be 

added to the WAEF member plaque, joining scores of 

women who seek to enrich Jewish lives- here in Rhode Island 

and overseas- through personal, active philanthropy. 

If you are a Jewish woman who is passionate 

about helping to secure health and social services, 

and educational and cultural opportunities , call 

Amy Seigle at 401.421.4111 to join the WAEF now 

with a minimum one-t ime investment of $1 ,000. • 

Call today- there's still time to participate in the 

2008 funding decisions of thi s exciting program 

of the Women 's Alliance of the Jewish Federation 

of Rhode Island. 

.. WAEF lifetime membership is independent from your 
Annual Campaign gif t , and is payable over th ree years . 

Let your passion lead the way to our Jewish future. Live Generously .• 

130 Sessions St. Providence, RI 02906 www .jfri.org 40 1.421.4 111 
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ULPAN: Learning 
to live in Israel 

From Page 23 

purpose of serving in the Israeli 
Anny. Even though, based 
on his age, he is only re qui red 
to serve for six months, he is 
waiving that stipulation since 
he wishes to serve in a combat 
unit for at least two years. As 
I write this article, Tommy's 
brother is on his way back home 
to America after serving the last 
few months in Iraq as a helicop
ter pilot. 

make a point of sitting between 
Carolina from Argentina, 
and Katya from Russia. Since 
neither of them speaks English 
very well, it forces us to speak in 
Hebrew to one another, whether 
it be for help translating a word, 
or having a casual conversation. 

The melting pot that forms 
Israeli society is unparalleled. 
On our small campus we have 
created our own little society, 
albeit a temporary one, that 
reflects the outside world of 
Israel. Come December, it will 
be our turn to leave our first 
home in Israel, branch out, and 
fully acclimate ourselves into 
that society. Though we will all 
be going our separate ways, we 
will always be unified by the fact 
that we supported each other 
through these first few months 
as Israeli citizens. No matter 
where we go in Israel and what 
we do, we will always be Ulpan 
Etzion Session 116. 

N"I n 1llil 1il nll)IOil 
-:I .~ ...... - .... Agency for Israel 

•"l )J"l ili7 '1nnil 
1':lmigration and Absorption 

--1 1 JnlD 
,entral region 

r 0 1'1i7 J)lD 

Photo by Daniel Steiglitz 

But of course, Ulpan Etzion 
wouldn't be the melting pot that 
it is without the non-Ameri
cans as well. In my small class 
alone (Kitta Bet - "Class B," the 
fourth level after Kittas Aleph 
One, Two, and Three) there are 
people from America, Argen
tina, Brazil, England, Ethiopia, 
France, Holland, Russia, Scot
land, South Africa, Switzerland, 
and Turkey. Each day in class I 

Daniel Stieglitz is a Provi
den ce native. ULPAN ETZION was the first Ulan in Jerusalem. 
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737-3480 
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Senior Vice President 

60 Catarnore Boulevard, East Providence, Rl 0291 4 
Phone: (40 1) 435-3600 Fax: (4 01 ) 431-9307 

Emai l: d~oforenko@starshe .com 

KOSHER CUERI\G 

,10,va's Catert 
• ), Creative Menus ~ 

Full Service for ALL Occasions 

253 Mnfleld Alfe • No111Jn, M-' 02766 
Tai: (508) 286-2242 • falC: (508) 286-2243 

PlannerOTowaCabiring.com 
www.TDWIICataing.com 

Glatt 

~ 

LAWYERS 

Law Offices of Ronald C. Markoff 
'I I , I 

Karenann McLoughlin 

Marc B. Gertsacov 

tel: (401) 272-9330 
144 Medway Street 
Providence, RI 02906 
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UN IVERS IT Y CARDIOLOGY FOUNDATION/ 
MIRIAM CARDIOLOGY, INC 
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Young author questions Israel's intentions 
Palestinian 

advocate promotes 
her book, on tour 
in Rhode Island 

BY J ESSICA P ERLMAN 

per/man _jessica@yahoo.com 

PROVIDENCE - Palestinian 
advocate Anna Baltzer recently 
came to Rhode Island on a 
promotional tour for her book, 
Witness in Palestine: Journal of 
a Jewish American Woman in 
the Occupied Territories. At the 
end of her presentation at the 
Providence Presbyterian Church 
last week, one of six stops at 
chu rches and bookstores in 
Rhode Island, the audience of 
approximately 40 gave her a 
standing ovation - all except 
for one. 

"To know that she's going 
to be giving this presentation 
all across the country is of great 
concern to me," said Gail Kelley, 
a Jewish woman from East 
Providence. "I fou nd it to be 
one sided and quite frankly was 
suspicious of some of the things 
she was saying. Her rational
izations for the Palestinian 
violence were unacceptable to 
me. I believe that the wall and 
the checkpoints were created in 
direct response to the violence 
in that area. Everything she 
showed us was the worst case 
scenario for the Palestinians and 
the best case scenario for the 
Israelis," she explained, citing 
the roadways as an example. 
"While I believe she may have 
good intentions, I found this 
presentation frightening." 

It was while teaching Eng
lish in Turkey that Baltzer, 28, 
a Columbia University graduate 
and a volunteer with the Inter
national Women's Peace Service, 

Photo by Jessica Perlman 

PALESTINIAN ADVOCATE Anna Baltzer was on a book tour in Rhode 
Island last week. 

"To know that she's 
going to be giving 
this presentation 

all across the 
country is of 
great concern 

to me." 
Gail Kelley, 

a Jewish woman from 
East Providence 

as well as the granddaughter 
of a Holocaust survivor, began 
traveling throughout the Middle 
East, eventually settling in with 
a family of Palestinian refugees . 

"For the first time in my 

whole life, I heard a very dif
ferent version of the history 
oflsrael and Palestine than 
anything I had ever heard or 
learned," she explained. 

"One of the first realiza
tions that I came to is that, for 
the most part, this really isn't a 
war about religion, this is a war 
about land, water and resources ," 
she claimed. 

During the presentation 
Baltzer displayed many pictures 
that she had taken while in Pal
estine, focusing heavily on the 
oppression that she feels Pales
tinians are forced to endure from 
the Israeli government includ
ing the "older" road systems, 
concrete or dirt pile road blocks, 
checkpoints, which Baltzer 
describes as "frustrating" and 
"very disabling to Palestinians," 

Jewish Voice & Herald CLASSIFIEDS 
MASSAGE THERAPY 
Healing Hands massage 

therapy, 1 icensed massage thera
pist, S50/hour, gift certificates 
available. 640-0925. 

CHINESE TUTORING & 
CONSULTING 

Offered by a native Chinese 
professional with 15 years expe
rience in import/export business. 
Cal l Victoria at 4 01-965-1140 

BUYING 5Os-7Os 
. MODERN DESIGN 

FURNITURE 
Nakashima, P. Evans, W. 

Caste, M . Coffey, Directional, 
Dunbar, Kagan, Laverne, Parz
ingcr, Probber & fine examples 
of 50s-70s Modern Design 
Furniture, craft pieces and New 

Hope designs. 617-272-1634 

VILLA FOR SALE 
Delray Beach, Florida 2 

bedrooms, 2 bath with Florida 
room, near beach, 55+ $149,900. 
(561) 637-3413. 

WANTED: SILVER PLATE 
AND STERLING 

Trays, tea sets, serving 
pieces, etc. Doesn't have to be 
polished. We also buy many 
household items including 
glass, china, jewelry, etc. 30 
years - same location. Central 
Exchange. 781-344-6763. 

WANTED TO BUY 
FURNITURE 

High style, modern, con
temporary and Danish modern 
furniture, lighting and decora-

tive art from the 1940-1970s by 
manufacturers/designers such as 
Herman Miller, Knoll, Dunbar, 
Parzingei- Originals, Charak 
Modern, Paul Evans, Harry 
Bertoia, George Nakashima, 
Laverne, Hans Wegner, Finn 
Juhl, Arne/Nils Vodder, Fritz 
Hansen, Arne Jacobsen , George 
Tanier, etc. Entire estates or 
single pieces. Please call 401-
935-0910 

R.I. GUTTER, INC. & 
PAINTING 

Interior and exterior paint
ing, GUTTER CLEANING, 
install seamless gutters, gutter 
covers, affordable rates/excel
lent serv ice/free estimates. For 
all our services, please view our 
website at www.rigutter.com. 
274-3348 Lie.# 23702/fu lly 
insured and bonded. 

the security or "separation" 
wall, and settlements, which, 
as Baltzer explains are, "Jewish 
Israelis in the (Palestinian) 
occupied territory." However, 
she made no mention of the fact 
that the increased security at 
checkpoints were directly related 
to suicide bombing attacks on 
Israeli citizens, or that since the 
separation barrier was erected, 
the incidence of suicide bomb
ings in Israel has been reduced 
by more than 90 percent. 

OVERNIGHT CAMP 
FOR JEWISH BOYS 

Contact: 
At one point, Baltzer 

showed a picture of a Palestin
ian boy throwing rocks at Israeli 
soldiers. She stated that he was 
only protecting his home, asking 
the audience that if their house 
was being invaded, wouldn't 
they pick up a lamp and throw it 
in order to protect themselves? 

Rob Brockman, Executive Director 
20 Normandy Drive, Sudbury, MA 01776 

978-443-0582 
rob@bauercrest.org 

on Lake Attitash 
Amesbury, Massachusetts 

www.bauercrest.org 

Jessica Perlman is a freelance 
writer living in East Providence. 
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benefit your portfolio for years. 
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D'var Torah 
Genesis 28:10 - 39:3 

Laban's Excuse: Labor Ethics and 
"Community Standards" 

Laban and Jacob's business 
relationship teaches us about the 
importance of ensuring ethical 
working conditions. 

1he following article is 
reprinted with permission from 
Socia/Action.com. 

BY JEREMY BURTON 

This week's Torah reading 
includes the story of Jacob and 
Laban, the first documented 
report of an employer-employee 
relationship. Laban's conduct 
is remembered as the classic 
example of chicanery in such 
dealings. One midrash tells us 
that for the first month, Jacob 
received only a half-wage. When 
Laban then tells him, "Name 
your wage" (Genesis 29:15) the 
cheating and underpayment 
worsens. Jacob sets out to earn 
his dowry, and is tricked into 
serving an extra seven years. 

After 14 years, and earning 
no property of his own, Jacob 
must negotiate an agreement to 
earn a portion of the flock. The 
medieval commentator Rashi 
tells us that Laban cheated 
by removing healthy animals 
from the flock with the intent 
ofleaving only the sickly and 
old animals. Other commenta
tors report that Laban con
stantly toyed with Jacob in their 
negotiations, changing his mind 
10 times before finalizing any 
agreements. 

As with much of Genesis, 
this is a foundational narra
tive for Jewish perspectives 
and values, with Jacob seen as 
an ideal worker and Laban's 
behavior as a bad example. The 
law code the Shulchan Aruch 
cites this story in laying out the 

obligations of employers to act 
fairly (Choshen Mishpat 337·20). 

What is Laban's response 
when he stands accused of 
deception? "We shall give you 
the other [daughter] also for the 
service you shall serve with me 
yet another seven years" (verse 
27). Nechama Leibowitz in New 
Studies in Genesis, notes that 
the Rambam (Maimonides) 
offers the following interpreta
tion of this plural noun, to help 
us understand why Laban did 
not honor his original dowry 
agreement: Laban spoke with 
guile. He told Jacob that things 
were not done this way "in our 
place," implying that the com
munity would not let him act 
like that since it violated their 
conventions. 

Leibowitz goes on to say 
that we should draw the lesson 
from here that _"one of the char
acteristic signs of a wicked man 
standing in the way of reforma
tion is the flight from personal 
responsibility. He regards him
self as forced into it because the 
community or some vague body 
to which he belongs compelled 
him to act thus." She proceeds 
to draw out the implications 
for those who would make a 
distinction between taking 
personal responsibility and 
citing low community morals in 
defense of personal choices. 

What can we social justice 
activists draw from these les
sons? Perhaps the answer is in 
another component of Jewish 
labor law. The Shulchan Aruch 
tells us that in the absence of an 
agreement regarding the time 
at which workers are to be paid, 
the employer must proactively 

1-800-HOME CARE 
1 -800-466-3227 

Multi-lingual staff - Available 24/7 

• Home Care 
• Hospice 
• Companion Services 

major insurance plans. 
Fully Bonded 

• Free Consultation Visit CHllP 

follow the accepted practice of 
that place, e.g. to pay at the end 
of the week (ibid 339). 

Our reading of the text 
elucidates a distinctly Jewish 
perspective on the impera-
tive to create a just relation
ship between management and 
workers-one that is rooted in 
fairness and clarity of obliga
tions. We also see how a labor 
relationship is one that can be 
defined by societal norms. For 
better or worse, the standards 
and values of a community can 
create a baseline for employers. 

From the earliest days of 
the labor movement in the U.S. 
Jews have organized unions for 
collective bargaining and estab
lishing contractual obligations. 
Many Jews continue to take 
leadership roles in their unions 
and through the Jewish Labor 
Council, working to establish 
rights and build the empower
ment of others, particularly 
new immigrants and low-wage 
workers. 

At the grassroots level, 
many Jews are organizing to 
raise the baseline of values 
and standards. Jews United for 
Justice (in Washington, D.C.) 
and others have led the way in 
advocating for local living-wage 
campaigns that create a higher 
standard for their cities, while 
the Progressive Jewish Alliance 
(Los Angeles) has been at the 
forefront of a campaign against 
garment sweatshops in southern 
California. 

Jeremy Burton is the 
Executive Director of Amos: 1he 
National J ewish Partnership for 
Social Justice. 

LAW OFFICES OF 

JEFFREY B. PrNE EsQ. 
A. PROFESSIONAL CO RPORATION 

Jeffrey B. Pine 
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Criminal Defense 
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Corporate Investigations/Compliance 

321 South M.u.n Srrttt, Stutt 302 
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TcH0l - 351 -8200 F.u· 401 -351 -9032 
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~dllw TheCmdoanat.._G"ori'y., 
~•ll'lt'Ciertor~ri•ylft1orp-a::b 



Jordan Sergei, 80 
WARWICK- Jordan 

Paul Berge!, 80, died Nov. 8. 
He was the husband of Joan 
(Erenkrantz) Berge!. Born in 
Providence, a son of the late 
Herman and Minnie (Gold
enberg) Berge!, he had lived in 
Warwick for four years, previ
ously residing in Cranston. He 
was the founder and president of 
the former Ted Jordan Company 
and the former Jordan Office 
Furniture Company, retiring in 
1998. 
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years ago. 

·Mr. Davis was a graduate of 
the Progressive School of Pho-

and former administrator of 
Touro Fraternal Association. Nancy Kaplan, 64 

tography in New Haven, Conn., 
Class of 1950. 

He was in sales at the 
former United Camera Inc. in 
Providence for 59 years before 
retiring 11 years ago. 

He Was a World War II 
~ Army veteran serving 
~ in the Pacific Theater. 

He was a Korean ~ War Army veteran 
/~ serving in Germany. 

Mr. Berge! was a 
charter member of Qyidnessett 
Country Club, a member of Big 
Brothers, Touro Fraternal Asso
ciation and Orpheus Lodge of 
the Masons, where he was a past 
president. He was also a former 
member of Temple Torat Yisrael 
and Temple Sinai. 

He served as a 
board member, past 

vice president and recently an 
honorary trustee of Temple 
Torat Yisrael. He was a member 
ofTouro Fraternal A ssociation 
and the former Roosevelt Lodge 
#42AF&AM. 

He was an avid golfer. 

Besides his wife, he leaves 
a son, Howard Berge! and his 
wife Laurie of Norton, Mass.; 
a daughter, Cindy Spector and 
her husband Steven of Bedford, 
Mass.; a brother, Martin Berge! 
ofWarwick; a sister, Phyllis 
Datz of Providence and three 
grandchildren, Nathan, Andrew 
and Eric. 

Contributions may be made 
to the American St.co~r-tcuse---;
tion. P.O. Box 3 V't~, 
NY, 132ZO-.lV4 ~ 

Ira Davis, 78 I 
WEST WARWICK- ra 

d" d Nov 12. He was 
Davis, 78, ie f Sem~ (Pollack) 
the husband O . d fi 

. The were marne or 

Besides his wife, he leaves a 
son, Jeffrey Davis and his wife 
Cynthia of East Greenwich; a 
daughter, Helene Hanna and her 
husband Cameron ofWarwick; 
and four grandchildren Evan, 
Melanie, Brooke and Chelsea. 
He was the brother of the late 
Aaron and Phillip Davis. 

Contributions in his 
memory may be made to Temple 
Torat Yisrael. 

Gerald Hodosh, 86 
CRANSTON - Gerald 

"Jerry" D. Hodosh, 86, died 
Nov. 2. He was the husband of 
Ruth (Cokin) Hodosh. Thev 
Wm ----cl s;die (Golemba) 
NHatdhanha~e had lived in Crans-o OS I 

ton for SO years. 
M Hodosh was the owner 

r. 1 S lyCo of Hodosh Denta upp . 
for 60 years. W 

A World ar 

He leaves two sons, Peter 
Hodosh and his wife Joan of 
Cranston and Mark Hodosh 
and his wife, Premrudee of 
Los Angeles; a brother, Robert 
J. Hodosh and his wife Sylvia 
of West Warwick; and three 
grandchildren, Sarah, Eric and 
Dahra. 

Contributions may be made 
to The Miriam Hospital. 

CRANSTON - Nancy 
Kaplan, 64, died Nov. 6. Born 

_in Fall River, a daughter of 
Sherman Berger of Port St. 
Lucie, Fla., and the late Lillian 
(Sandler) Berger, she had Jived 
in Cranston for over 50 years. 

She leaves two daughters, 
Lori Se]sberg and her husband, 
David of Mansfield, Mass., and 
Donna Figueroa of Cranston; 
and three grandchildren, Allie, 

Gianni and Madison. She was 
the sister of the late Bonnie 
Perler. 

Burial was in Lincoln Park 
Cemetery, Warwick. 

Contributions may be 
made to the Juvenile Diabetes 
Research Foundation, 2374 Post 
Rd., Ste. 203, Warwick, RI 
02886. 

Miriam Steiner, 93, 
Of Arlington, Va., formerly 

of Providence, died Oct. 31, 
2007. 
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Thank You for Making Me 
the #1 Co,ldwell Banker 
Residential Brokerage 
Agent in Rhode Island. 
401-374-4488 
BonnieSellsHouses.com 

Carol Schneider 
Member of the 

#1 Gammons Team 
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• Multi-million dollar producer 
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~ Prudential 
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401-374-3774 
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Rhode Island Hadassah 
presents 

A n,cie,nt" I !-YtiUM/: C1M1 

Ar-~ j,' Pe,r-f'/)e-Ot'we, 

Dr. Katharina Galor 
Adjunct Professor in the 

Program in Judaic Studies, Brown University 
Wednesday, November 28 

7p.m. 
Jewish Community Center 

Elmgrove A venue, Providence 

Prof. Galor will share her knowledge 
of everyday life in Ancient Israel 

based on her excavations of Israeli sites in 
Jerusalem,Qumran, Sepphoris, Tiberias and Ein Gedi. 

SHMUEL TAITELBAUM 
CERTIFIED MOHEL 

-Providtnce-Ba.sed • Recommended by Local Physicians & Rabbis 
861-1403 
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NCJW 
salutes 

"Jewels" 
at annual 

event 
Bv MARYLYN GRAFF 

mgrajf@jfri.org 
PROVIDENCE - The R.I. 
section of the National Coun
cil of Jewish Woman (NCJW) 
honored four distinguished 
women Nov. 7 at a gala lun
cheon meeting titled "A Jewel 
of a Day." The keynote speaker 
was Gloria Lieberman, director 
of fine jewelry at Skinner auc
tion house, who appears regu
larly as a jewelry appraiser on 
PBS' Antiques Road Show. 

The four women honored 
reflected areas the NCJW 
focuses on: children and fami
lies, health care and education. 
This year's campaign centers 
on advocacy for children. The 
honorees were: 

• Joan Countryman, a 
prominent educator. Country
man was head of Lincoln School 
for Girls in Providence until 
being tapped by Oprah Winfrey 
to establish and be the first head 
of Oprah's Leadership Acad
emy for Girls in South Africa. 
Since returning to this country, 
Countryman was called to serve 
as interim head of school at the 
Atlanta's Girl's School. In addi
tion, she serves on the boards 
of many educational and civic 
organizations. 

• Kathleen C. Hittner, 
MD, president and CEO of The 
Miriam Hospital, was singled 
out for her remarkable career 
as physician, administrator and 
teacher. She has guided the 
hospital in its growth, services 
and financial stability, while 
continuing to practice one day a 
week as an anesthesiologist. She 
also contributes to the com
munity on boards ranging from 
the Urban League to the R.I. 
Airport Corporation. 

• Philanthropist Marie 
Langlois has had an excep
tional career in finance. She 
was co-founder of the Phoenix 
Investment Management Co., 
eventually acquired by the 
Washington Trust Co., and 
renamed Washington Trust 
Investors, and is now its man
aging director, having seen 
growth of more than S1 billion 
in accounts. Her current board 
commitments range from Brown 
University, where she received 
her undergraduate degree, the 
Rhode Island Philharmonic, 
and Champlin Foundation to 

Photos by Mary Korr 

HONORED BY THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF JEWISH WOMEN at their 
annual meeting held last week were Dr. Kathleen Hittner, at left, 
and Marie Langlois. 

KEYNOTE SP~AKER GLORIA LIEBERMAN with Rebecca Brenner. 

JOAN COUNTRYMAN, at left, talks with her successor at Lincoln 
School, Julia Eells. 

The Miriam Hospital, among 
others. 

Each of these three honor
ees spoke briefly and modestly, 
thanking the NCJW for the 
distinction. 

• The fourth distinguished 
woman, Barbara Schepps, MD, 
spoke from a large screen as she 
was not able to be at the event 
in person. Her life's work has 
been mainly in the field of breast 
cancer. A fervent promoter of 
mammography, she is director of 
mammography of the Anne C . 
Pappas center for breast imag
ing at Rhode Island Hospital, 
where her study became a 
national model. She advocates 
for mammography for un- and 
under-insured women and has, 
by her promotion of this cause, 
materially reduced breast cancer 
mortality in the state. Her final 

words were to remind the audi
ence to make sure they had their 
yearly screening. 

The keynote speaker, Gloria 
Lieberman, regaled the audi
ence with illustrated stories from 
the world of diamonds, "Are 
Diamonds Really a Girl's Best 
Friend?" The audience learned 
things they never knew about 
the "forever" gems. Her talk was 
followed by a raffle of several 
pieces of fine jewelry and the 
auction of a gold and amethyst 
bracelet from the 1890s. 

The day's program was 
chaired by Marilyn Friedman 
Shealey and Lisa Van Allsburg, 
heading a committee of some 
two dozen dedicated women. 
About 300 women (and a 
number of men) attended the 
event held at the Providence 
Marriott. 
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Holocaust 
educational trip 

(Editor's note: 'lhe fi II. . . 
reflection on a March oj'o t::L•~g :s a 
tr,p B n . zvzng 
R b rown university student 

e ecca Mer u. ,L 
nach oave at tr,e Krista/1-
H, I. t program organized by the 

o ocaust Education a d R 
Center of R l p n esource 
Ha", .. at rovidence Cit)' 

",astweek.) 

Bv R EBECCA MER Iwould like to thank all 
of you for attending this 

. important commemora
tive evenr, and for givin me 
~~ts opportunity to sharf an 
d penence of mine that holds 
'Deep personal significance 
. wo years ago, I participa;ed 
in a two-week program known 
as the March of the L· · 
The "M ,, iving. 
em a~ch, at its core, is an 

_powering Holocaust edu
rntp1onl al trip. The trip begins 
in o and and h l 
followo •h- _ ~ r~;1° ogicajjy 
tory - beginning with visits to 
centuries-old synagogues, then 
to Nazi-imposed ghetto walls, 
and finally to what remains of 
the concentration and death 
camps. 

Majdanek Memorial entrance, near Lublin, in Poland was one of the stops on the March of the Living trip. 
Photo by Rebecca Mer 

After spending one power
ful week in Poland, the par
ticipants then travel to Israel 
and spend a week celebrating 
the vitality and future of the 
Jewish people. Although the 
layout of the trip may seem 
straightforward, the dimensions 
of the March run deep. The 
trip is scheduled on key Jewish 
holidays, and the groups are in 
Poland on Holocaust Memorial 
Day, and later in Israel for the 
country's Memorial and Inde
pendence days. 

The trip is actually named 
for the two marches that take 
place on these major holidays, 
when all participants march 
silently from Auschwitz to 
Birkenau and later in jubilation 
from a center in Jerusalem to 
the Western Wall. The trip also 
boasts of global significance, 
as the March attracts between 
7 and 8,000 Jewish teens from 
around the world . Together on 
these major Jewish holidays, 
the next generation of Jewish 
leaders remembers, honors, and 
celebrates the history and life of 
the Jewish people. 

The M arch was, by fa r, the 
trip of a li fetime fo r me. In 
Poland , I was able to explore the 
depths of my emotions as I ques
tioned , became enraged , stood 
in disbelief, and was seized with 

numbness. Although the camps 
at Birkenau and Majdanek 
proved to be the most difficult 
locations for me, it was a specific 
incident in Auschwitz that I 
wou ld like to share now. Aus
chwitz One in the Auschwitz
Birkenau complex is a haunting 
and comfortless 

photos, my friend immediately 
went down the long hallway, 
scanning all the frames on either 
side. As I followed after her, I 
started to look at the first photos 
down the line. But after look
ing directly at two, maybe three, 
photos of several middle-ag~d 

tors, medical and mental health 
professionals, religious leaders, 
and Holocaust survivors, had an 
individual and complex experi
ence . There were site visits, 
locations, and moments that 
touched each participant dif
ferently, and we were extremely 

privileged to 
have a comcompound of 

brick build
ings, execution 
walls, and a gas 
and cremation 
chamber. Most 
of the build
ings which were 
originally used 
for imprison
ment, torturous 

11I now refuse to use the term munity and 
support net
work needed 
to get us all 
through. 

"intoxicating" in casual language, since I 
immediately associate the term with the 

!1. 
truly intoxicating, murderous actions that The 

impact of 
such experi
ences was 

claimed the lives of so many. II 

medical test-
ing, and Nazi 
administration have been con
verted into mini-museums open 
to visitors. During my time 
at Auschwitz, I walked with a 
friend of mine through most 
of the buildings. Early in the 
day, my friend saw a photo of 
a young fe male prisoner whose 
facial characteristics resembled 
her own. In a very powerful 
way, my fri end felt personally 
con nected to the photo. During 
the rest of our time at Aus
chwitz, my friend would stare 
in detail at all of the photos 
di splayed. When we came to 
a building devoted to prisoner 

female prisoners, I could not 
bring myself to look anymore. 
was gripped by fear that I would 
see someone who looks like my 
mother. It was terrifying, and I 
was entirely unprepared for such 
emotional shock. My friend 
soon came to my aid , and a staff 
educator offered comforting 
words. 

Later that day, in a group 
processing session led by one of 
the mental hea lth profess ionals 
on staff, I was able to express my 
emotions openly alongside my 
peers who were doing the same. 
Each of the participants, includ
ing high school students, educa-

inconceiv
able during 

the short period in which they 
were happening. It is therefore 
no surprise that the magnitude 
and influence of such a trip 
really on ly hits me when I look 
back. There are both simple 
and profound changes that have 
developed in my life since the 
March of the Living. Even on 
the small level of my vocabu
lary, I now refuse to use the 
term "intoxicating" in casual 
language, since I immediately 
associate the term with the truly 
intoxicating, murderous actions 
that claimed the lives of so 
many. Beyond this, the March 
has added a depth of experience 

~ -..... \uc-c- HJ111_Plete 

to my life, caused me to think 
about things I have never before 
considered, and enhanced my 
pride as a Jew. I most power
fully sensed this pride in Poland , 
when internalizing the stories 
of those who marched to their 
deaths with their heads lifted 
high in solemnity. It is in the 
memory of those whose lives 
were brutally taken that I am 
most empowered. 

As I reflect on the emotional 
and empowering experience I 
had in Poland, I want to high
light the need for similar emotion 
and empowerment in tonight's 
commemoration. Kristallnacht 
and other events in the history 
of the Holocaust reflect the most 
horrifying aspects of humanity, 
and in reaction to such horror, 
such events inspire the range of 
human emotion. Although our 
emotional reactions are natural 
and critical for dealing with such 
frightening events, we must never 
lose sight of the need for com mu
n al strength , recognition of the 
best in hu manity, and the wi ll 
to come together to say "never 
again" at moments like th is. In 
this spirit, I urge each of you to 
commemorate and reflect tonight 
through your own reactions and 
emotions, and I thank you for 
honoring me wi th the oppor
tuni ty to share mine with you 
tonight. Thank you. 

See MEM ORY, P ge 7 
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Herb needs you. 
dtrb is a vibrant senior, living alone 

in Providence, Rhode Island. In 
younger years, he was a member of 
the Board at the Jewish Community 

Center of Rhode Island, and a Meals 

on Wheels home delivery volunteer. 

He is a retired optometrist, who has 

gone through many eye surgeries, 

but has unfortunately lost nearly all 

of his eyesight. 

Herb is extremely thankful to the 

JCCRI, Meals on Whed s Program, and 
its volunteer team which enables him 

to receive lunch meals five days a week. 

Herb has no family that can help 
hi m. He relies on the ki ndness of 
r,iroul:: I 5Tcl r'IO'-:TeWTS n toitmnf rt,'e9. 

Your Federation is here to help Herb and others like 

him. Working together, we can perform the sacred act 

of tikkun olam - hea ling the world. We can give 

dignity and opportunities where ~one existed before. We can provide comfort and meet critical needs. 

We can transmit our traditions to a new generation. No gift will ever touch so many and travel so far. 

We are part of a proud community with a long history of being there for our people in good times and bad. 

Now we have an opportu ni ty to create healing, hope and miracles, one our children and grandchi ldren can 

be proud to inherit. But to accomplis h this, each of us needs to step up to the challenge and play our part. 

And it's never been easier to make a difference in so many lives. You can give your gift to the 
2008 Jewish Federation of Rhode Island Annual Commu ni ty Campaign: 

BY PHONE: (401)421-4lll ext. 165 

BY MAIL: JFRI 2008 Campaign - 130 Sessions Street Providence, RI 02906 
o NL IN E: at our secure website, www.jfri.org. 

On behalf of all who need us, we thank you for Living Generously. 

I Jevv .-,11 '-v" .... 

The Jewish Federation of Rhode Island is a hamsa, the hand that protects 

those in need, blesses our people with Jewish learning and celebration and 

reaches out to connect us to Jews around the corner and around the world. 
With your help this community can extend our reach. 

==::::! 

Jewish 

Federation 
of 

Rhod e 

Wand 

Live Generously. 
It does a wo~d of good 


