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Plans moving 
ahead for R.I. 

Holocaust 
Memorial 

Requests for design, 
proposals to be sent 

out shortly 

Bv RICHARD ASINOF' 

rasino[@jfri.org 

PROVIDENCE - Plans 
for a Rhode Island Holo
caust M emorial are now 
moving ahead, according 
to Herb Stern, chair of 
the Jewish Federation of 
Rhode Island's Holocaust 
l'vl emorial Committee. 

Stern, immediate past 
president ofJFRI, says that 
the 11-member volunteer 
committee has met nivice in 
recent months, and requests for 
design proposals will be sent 
out shortly. These proposals 
will be evaluated during the 
next three months, Stern said. 

A lawsuit attempting to 

block plans by the Federa
tion to move ahead with the 
memorial had been recently 
djsmissed, with prejudice, 
so ir cannot be brought 
again, according to Stern. 

The suit, which had been 
brought by survivor and 
fervent Holocaust Memorial 

See MEMORIAL, Page 21 

Did Israel 
win the war 

against 
Hamas? 
½ewofwar 

may determine 
Israels next prime 

minister 
BY LESLIE SussER 
}TA Staff Writer 

JERUSALEM OTA) 
- With a cease-fire in 
place, Israelis are asking 
whether the 22-day war 
agajnst Hamas in Gaza 
achieved its aims. 

The government argues 
that the overwhelming vie-

NEWS ANALYSIS 

tory in the field will advance 
what was Operation Cast 
Lead's primary goal: bring
ing a long period of quiet 
to civilians in southern 
Israel, freeing them from 
the tyranny of cross-border 
rocker attacks from Gaza. 

Jerusalem hoped to achieve 
its goal of quiet for southern 

See WAR, Page 19 
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ISRAELI TR00 :>5 withdrawing from the Gaza Strip on Jan . 18, 
in advt h:.e o{ P1 esk ent Obama's inauguration. 

Israel activists: New tactics in PR battle 
Bv BEN HARRIS A •o 

J OSHUA SPIRO 

}TA Staff Writers 

NEWYORKOTA)- As 
Israel takes to the Internet in 
search of innovative ways to 
make its case about Gaza ro the 

Editor's Note: Voice & 
H erald columnists Alan Krin
sky Oan. 7) and Alan Zuck
erman Oan. 19) each wrote 
pro-Israel op-eds which ran 
in 1he Pro·vidence J ournal. 

world, Jews around the globe 
also are utilizi ng innovative 
methods - and particularly 
new technological tools - to 
explain what the Jewish state 
is facing as it acts to protect its 
southern flank from rocket fire. 

StandWithUs, a Los Ange
les-based pro-Israel group, has 
established a round-the-clock 
Internet task force - in cooper
ation with the I nterdisciplinary 
Center in Herzliya , Israel - to 
monitor Web sites and provide 

See PR, Page 11 
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MORE THAN 2 M ILLION people 
came to Wash ington, D.C., to 

witness the inaugural. 

'Kvelling' for 
Obama 

Inauguration had 
several Jewish 

moments 
BY RON KAMPEAS AND ERIC 

F INGERHUT 

}TA Staff Writers 

WASHINGTON OTA) - It 
was a week dedicated primar
ily to marking the election of 
the first African-American 

See OBAMA , Page 7 

Interfaith Power and Light promotes green future 
RI interfaith effort seeks to 

light the way to change 

BY JuuA McCANN 
Special to 1he Voice & H erald AT THE 2009 RI Interfaith 

Power and Light Confer
ence on Jan. 8, keynote 
peaker Rev. Canon Sally 

Bingham presaged the inaugural address 
of P resident Barack Obama, calling 
climate change a multi-generational 
problem, and urging people of all ages 
to work together to solve it as part 
of a vision of community service. 

Bingham is president and founder 
of the national branch oflnterfaith 
Power and Light, with offices in San 
Francisco. The national organjza
tion has 28 regional chapters with 
4,000 participating congregations. 

Bingham opened her talk by point
ing out that today's children are 
aware of the problems of our world 
in a way that is unprecedented. 

She told a vignette from her 
experience at a recent holiday pag
eant, where children were asked 
to say individual prayers aloud. 

One of the children prayed for a smart 
president and another prayed for the 
economy. When she was an 8-year-old , 
Bingham continued, she and her friends 
were unaware of society's problems. 

Today, because media inundate 
today's youth, there is no choice but 
to be aware of the world 's struggles. 

The crowd in attendance was mostly 
Baby Boomers, although the crowd was 
sprinkled with high-school students 
from La Salle Academy in Providence 
(where the event was held), who volun
teered to help run the night's events. 

This yea r's confer-
ence was entitled "Faith 
Lights Our Way ... toward 
a susta inable future." 

Exhibitors included: the 
Apeiron Insti t ute, the Audu
bon Society, which offered 
tips for making a ra inwater 
ga rden; summer camps; energy 
companies, including National 
Grid, People's Power & Light, 
and RISE Engineering; and 
preservation and conservation
ists . One group, Lights Out 
Green In, requests pledges 
fro m individuals and companies 
to turn their lights off daily 
between 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. 

Following Bingham's address 
there were a variety of work
shops. Topics ranged from "This 

See GREEN, Page 10 

Photos by Julia M cca nn 

HOWARD 'CHAIM' BROWN, the director of Rhode 
Island Interfaith Power and Light . 
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ALISON IN ISRAEL 

A long lost 'hello' from the front lines of Beersheva 
Alison Stern Perez 

returns to the pages of 
The Voice & Herald 

I HAVE SPENT the last 
coupl e of months plann ing 
my tr ium phant return 
to 7he Voice & Herald. 

I have plotted out the series 
of"catch-up" art icles I woul d 
wr ite, and then the topics I 
wanted to cove r after that. 

Of course, it took longer 
than I had hoped, and my 
frequent bouts of shame and 
disgust with myself that it has 
taken me more than a year and 
a half to re-emerge were the 
source of a number of setbacks 
and procrastination streaks. 

And then, fate stepped 
in and made it clea r, on no 
uncertain terms, that I was 
to get my butt back into the 
column-writing game. 

So here I am, in my less-than
triumphant re-emergence. 

I know how many of you are 
conce rned with the current 
events in Israel, and how many 
of you a re aware of my proxim
ity to them , so I fel t it would 
be unconscionable to allow my 
procrastination to get the better 
of me at this particular time . 

H ave no fear - I prom ise that 
after the '1siniat ion11 cal.ins down, 

Areyoo 

I will catch you up on what is 
going on in my li fe, and why I 
haven't written for so pa infu lly 
long, and you will know 
everything you ever wanted 
to know in very short order. 

But for now, I will stick 
to the current issues, and 
attempt to give you a 
glimpse of what we are 
dealing with over here 
on the" front I ines." 

Boy, is that a weird thing 
to say: "Beersheva, on the 
frontlines." The past 10 
days have been filled with 
phrases that l don't think l 
could ever have fathomed 
would come out of my 
mouth or into my ears. 

I guess the first was las t 
Tuesday evening, when my 
ne ighbor and good fr iend, 
Avivit, called and told us 

\ ,Ve attempted to digest the 
news with as mucl1 matter-of
factness as we could muster, 

boom, we gracefu lly slipped 
out of the wedd ing hall and 
gunned the gas peda l fo r home. 

The next day, I received 
at least seven worried 
phone cal Is from friends 
all around the cou ntry, 
asking how I was and 
o ffering to host Mikhael 
and me if we shou ld fee l 
the need for a temporary 
respite from the rocket fire. 

Ir was so bizarre to be 
getting these phone ca lls 
from some of th e very same 
friends who received the 
very same phone call from 
me just over rwo yea rs ago 
during the Second Leba
non \ ,Var, when they were 
under rocket fire up north. 

And, I th ink my favorite 
was an assurance made 
by a fr iend who lives in 

that a rocket had fa llen in Bee r
sheva. Mikhael and I were at h is 

the ciry center in Jerusalem, a 
location that is most well-known 

for its relentless 
bombardment by 

"The past 10 days have been filled with suicide bombers 

Al ison Stern Perez 

but after about 10 minutes of 
picturing our dogs at home 
alone, panicked and probably 

cousin's wedd ing 
near Ashdod , 
and the irony 
- that we had 
seriously consid
ered not going 
to the wedd ing 
(a nd in fact, that 

, . throughout the 
phrases that I don t think I could ever second intifada: 

have fathomed would come out of my "l fyou wantto 
. get away from 

it h ad almost 
been cancelled) 
because of its proxim iry to the 
missile fire - h it us as hard as 
the new realiry in Beersheva d id. 

mouth or .!nto my ears." rhe danger, you 
1 are welcome 

losing control of thei r bladders 
and bowels in response to the 
sound of a ciry-wide siren fol
lowed by a powerfu l (and close) 

to cmn e stay 
with us in Jerusalem." 

THINGS J N EVER FATHOMED 

Jusr as I never fathomed 

t hat Beersheva could be 
struck by a rocket, l don't 
think I ever could have imag
ined that Jerusalem wou ld be 
the "safe haven" ofl srael. 

It's as if we are all the unwit
ting players in a giant, nation
wide game of musica l chai rs. 
During the second intifada, 
Jerusalemites left their homes 
in droves, moving entirely or 
at least taking breaks from the 
situation by visiting frie nds and 
family in the periphery, sucl1 as 
M odi'in and Beit Shemesh . 

D uring the second Gu if W ar, 
Tel Aviv was most concerned 
about becoming a target, and 
the popu lation there del iberated 
about whether to take temporary 
leave, and if so, where to go. 

D uri ng the fatefu l disen
gagement from Gush Kati f, an 
entire population ofl sraelis was 
uprooted and moved inward 
to the heart of the country, 
only to be left to lang uish in 
their makeshift trailers and 
cardboard houses (with many 
of them now, again, fi nd-
ing themselves under fi re). 

Since then, the people of 
Sderot have suffered the most, 
being under constant Q assam 
rocket fire fro m the very same 
locations fro rn whl.ch we so 

honorably d isengaged. M any 
of these residents have begged 

See ALISON, Page 18 

CANDLE LIGHTING TIMES 
For Greater Rhode Island 

Jan. 23 4:30 

Jan. 30 

Feb. 6 
Feb. 13 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK: 

4:39 

4:48 
4:57 

"Barack Obama is not the Messiah, but he is 
God's agent for change. Change will begin 

with us." 

ready for suinnier? 
Rev. Dr. Carl Balark 

See Page 11 

Come with yow kids to the Jewish Summer Camp Fau at JC DS, 

and leun about day and overnight camps for all 118e•s 1 

Camps from all over New England will be participating. 

Thursday, January ll9th, !J.:45 - 4:30 pm 
In the JClJS lobby at 85 Taft Avenue , Providence 

For more information., caUNa.omi Su-in 

at (4or) 75t-11470 ore-mail naUin(l!I/~ri..orlJ 

wwwJcdkri.ortJ jt,wM1COmmunity 
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POWER OF POSITIVE LMNG: 
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Mothers Circle Sh~bbat: homemade challah, prayers and happy children 
Special Shabbat . 

brought interfaith 
families together 

Bv NANCY KIRSCH 

nkirsch@jfri.org 
PROVIDENCE - The Mothers 
Circle Shabbat dinner on Friday, 
Jan. 9 was - and wasn't - your 
typical Shabbat dinner. As 
with most Shabbat dinners, the 
nearly 30 participants lit the 
candles, sang the blessings for 
the wine and the cha/lab, and 
had a surfeit of delicious food . 

Photos by Nancy Kirsch This Shabbat dinner, like many 
others, included three generations 
of one family, while the other 
participating families comprised 
parents and their young children. 

MOTHERS CIRCLE PARTICIPANTS and BJE staff prepare challah for 
the Mothers Circle Shabbat dinner. From left, BJ E's Nicole Katzman 

(standing), and Mothers Circle participants Rachael Elmaleh, Lisa 
Denny and Darryle Steinberg. FROM LEFT: NICOLE KATZMAN, Rachael Elmaleh, Lisa Denny, Dar

ryle Steinberg and Terri Hasseler with her newborn son, Joshua 
Abrams, prepare challah dough for baking. 

So, how was this Shabbat 
dinner different? Held in the 
Jewish Federation of Rhode 
Island's board room, it was 
catered by Daniel's Kosher 
Catering, and Temple Beth-El's 
Rabbi Sarah Mack led everyone 
in the prayers, including prayers 
for children and parents, and 
explained them all. 

The idea of children blessing 
their parents elicited giggles of 
joy from five-year-old Jodd Sheer, 
the elder son of Ang and David 
Sheer of Providence. And, of 
course, with The Mothers Circle 
focus on non-Jewish women 
raising Jewish children, it was no 
surprise that all the dads and kids 
present were Jewish, while the 
moms were not. 

The little ones were enter
tained, after eating, by Rhode 
Island's two Israeli emissar-
ies, Zohar Bromberg and Ziv 
Assor, with books and songs. 
Even better, the cha/lab gracing 
each table had been made· by the 
women a day earlier, under the 
tutelage of Nicole Katzman at the 
Bureau of Jewish Education, and 
then baked by Marilyn Katz. 

Though the women all 
knew each other - from their 
bimonthly Mothers Circle ses
sions, facilitated by Kit Haspel 

- the men began, but did not 
end, the evening as strangers to 
one another. As people picked 
up their sleepy, yet over-excited, 
children and packed away some 
leftovers, at Haspel's urging, hugs 
and handshakes were the norm. 

Several of the families involved 
in Mothers Circle graciously took 
time away from their food - and 
their children - to talk about 

band, Ken Abrams, of Crans
ton, were joined by Ken's sons, 
Dylan, 14, and Jacob, 12, and 
their newborn son, Joshua 
Abrams, who was willingly 
passed around from mother to 
mother for some "cuddle time." 

"Jewish identity is impor
tant to Ken, and we knew we 
wanted to raise the baby as 
Jewish," said Terri. It's some-

Grandparents to the Burka 
child ren, Bev and Bili Koteff 
expressed delight in the oppor
tunity to share in their son
in-law's Jewish traditions. 

When their daughter, Lisa 
D enny, married Steve Burka, 
"our family expanded," she said. 

"From my point of view (as 

their experiences. 
When David ---------------------

Sheer was travel- "It's such an inclusive and safe setting. 

a grandma), I'm 
delighted to share in 
our grandchildren's 
traditions." Their 
Unitarian Univer
salist church holds 
Passover seders, so 

ing in Thailand, We can ask questions without feeling 
he met Ang: "The embarrassed or self-consc·1ous." 
Thai people are 
so beautiful and 
gentle; Thailand 
is called the land 
of 1,000 smiles." 

Ang explained what The 
Mothers Circle has offered 
her: "I didn't really understand 
the holidays. For Hanukkah 
this year, I made latkes and 
we lit candles." It's been good 
to meet other people in the 
same situation, too, she said. 

Asked what he loves about 
being Jewish, Jodd, who is in pre
K at the Jewish Community Day 
School, said: "Keeping the Jewish 
holidays, apples and honey, sing
ing Jewish songs, PJ Library." 
His favorite Jewish food? Latkes. 

Terri Hasseler and her hus-

Rachael Elmaleh 

thing that Joshua will share 
with his brothers, she added. 

Dylan and Jacob were, by all 
accounts, delighted to welcome 
their new half-brother into the 
family. Jacob always wanted a 
little brother, explained Dylan. 

"I have older step-broth
ers (from his mother's remar
riage) who are role models for 
me," said Dylan, "and I'm so 
happy to be able to be a role 
model for my little brother." 
Dylan, who became bdr ;,,;;:;,_ 
vah last year, is active in USY, 
and Jacob will become bar 
mitzvah later this spring. 

it's been quite com
fortable to share the 
different holidays. "I 

haven't done any Jewish cooking 
yet, but I enjoy Steve's mother's 
Jewish cooking," Bev added. 

Providence residents Fran co is 
and Rachael Elmaleh came with 
their young daughters, Emmi and 
Fleuriana. With dual French and 
U.S. citizenship for Francois and 
the girls, they are learning Eng
lish, French and, even, Hebrew. 

Emmi, who attends the JCC 
pre-school, gets a strong ground
ing in Judaism. With Shabbat 
as her favorite holiday, it was no 
wonder that she beamed witli 
pleasure when she was reminded 

that, of all the holidays, only 
Shabbat comes each week. 
Emmi, said Francois, says the 
prayers, sings the songs, eats 
the cha/lab .. . she loves all ofit. 

"I'm so grateful for the pro
gram and for the opportunity to 
get involved," said Rachael. "It's 
such an inclusive and safe setting 
and we can ask questions without 
feeling embarrassed or self-con
scious. Kit has done such a great 
job of connecting all of us." 

When she was asked what 
will happen next year (when her 
Mothers Circle group has ended), 
Rachael said, wistfully, "Can I 
sign up for another year?" She 
also talked of a Jewish friend 
whose husband is not Jewish; 
they long for a Fathers Circle 
akin to what The Mothers Circle 
offers these fortunate women. 

1he Mothers Circle is supported 
by a grant from 1he Helene and 
Bertram Bernhardt Foundation 
and is a program of the Bureau of 
Jewish Education of Rhode Island 
and the Jewish Federation of Rhode 
Island. For more ieformation, 
contact Kit Haspel at khaspel@ 
bjeri.org or 331-0956, ext. 184. 

Th,JEWISHVOICE_&IIERAID 

How TO CONTACT us 
Executive Editor Advertising Representative 

INSIDE 

130 Sessions St, Providence,RI 02906 

4-01-421-4111 •4-01-331-7961 (fax) 
E-mail:voiceherald@jfri.org 

The Jewish Voice & Herald (ISSN number 1539-2104, 
USPS #465-710) is printed bi-weekly.except in July, 

when it is printed once a month. 

All submitted content be<0mes the property oflhg 
Jewish Voice & Herald. 

Announcements and opinions contained in these pages are published 
as a service to the community and do not necessarily represent 

the views of The Jewish Voice & Herald or its publisher, the Jewish 
Federation of Rhode Island. 

~ : All news releases, photographs, etc. must be 
received on the Thursday two weeks prior to publication. 

Submissionsmay~sentto:~ 

Published by the Jewish Federation 
of Rhode l~•nd 

President Doris Feinberg 
Exec. Vice President Stephen R. Silberfarb 

Richard Asinof/rasinof@jfri.org/421-4111, ext. 168 

Associate Editor 
Nancy Kimh/nkirsch@jfri.org /421-4111,ext. 204 

Contributing Senior Writer 
MaryKorr 

Correspondents: 
Dr. Stanley Aronson, Barbara Fields, 

Terna Gouse, Alan Krinsky, Yehuda Lev, 
Rabbi James Rosenberg, Daniel Stieglitz, 

Joshua Stein,Alan Zuckerman 

Editorial Board: 
Howard Tinberg, Interim Chair 

Members: Barbara Fields, Eleanor Lewis, Toby London, 
Rabbi Sarah Mack, Rabbi Jacqueline Sartow, Richard Shein, 

Joshua Stein, Ezra Stieglitz 

Frank Zasloff/fzasloff@jfri .org/ 421-4111, ext.160 

Production & Graphic Design 
Leah Camara 

Directextensiontoachertising: 
401-421-4111,ext 160 

Advertising: The Jewish Voice & Herold does not accept 
advertisements for pork or shellfish, or attest to the 

kashrut of any product. 

Business Committee: 
Justin 'Jay" Strauss, Chair 

Members: Deb Cohen, Everett Finkelstein, Toby London, 
Burt Priest. Ken Schneider 

Periodicals postage paid at Providence, RI 

POSTMASTER : 
Send address changes to: 

Jewish federation of RI, 130 Sessions Street., Providence, RI 02906 

Section Page 

Community 3, 10,21-23,26,28 
Israel 2, 11, 19 
Opi_nion 4-6 
Federation 8-9 
Calendar 13,25 
Books 12, 14, 18 
Seniors 17 
Obituaries 24 
We Are Read 27 
Arts 15-16 
Bridal Showcase 29-48 

' 



• 
► 
f 

[ 
i 

~ 
I 

PAGE 4 Jewish Voice& Herald January 23, 2009~-------------------'-•hH~it•l~--
FROM THE 

ExEcUTIVE EDITOR 

A return to truth 
BY RICHARD AslNOF 

rasinoj@j.fri.org 

"Now the Chief Executive enters; 
the press conftrence begim: 

First the President lies about the date 
the Appalachian Mountains rose. 

.. . and the Attorney General lies 
about the time the sun sets." 

POET ROBERT BLY wrote 
these lines in the 1960s 
about President Lyndon 

Johnson and the Vietnam War; 
I heard him reprise these lines 
at a 1987 reading, relating them 
to President Ronald Reagan and 
Attorney General Ed Meese. 

And, after listening to the 
last news conference staged by 
outgoing President George W. 
Bush, it seemed as if Bly's words 
still rang hauntingly true. 

"Americans like to be lied to," 
Bly said cynically, in an interview 
after the 1987 reading. "We are 
still living in a Doris Day movie in 
which everything we do works out." 

However, our world has now 
been transformed, dramatically 
and forcefully, with the inaugura
tion of President Barack Obama. 
The leading roles have changed 

All across America, there was 
jubilation. As I watched the 
ceremonies in an impromptu 
viewing room, a dozen preschool
ers at Jewish Community Center 
stood up and applauded as the 
new president take the oath 
of office; a mother hugged her 
young son. It was indeed a special 
moment to be an American. 

"To those who cling to power 
through corruption and deceit 
and the silencing of dissent, know 
that you are on the wrong side 
of history," President Obama 
said in his inaugural address. 

The list of untruths told by the 
Bush administration is enormous 
- -intentional lies, bald-faced 
deceptions and carefully parsed 
distortions. There were the lies 
about torture at Abu Ghraib, the 
secret renditions, the !fistorted 
rationale for invading Iraq, the 
death of Pat Tillman, political 
hirings and firings at the Justice 
Department, denials about the 
threat of global warming and the 
inept federal response to New 
Orleans after the hurricane. 

It's not just that such lies were 
told; laws may have been know
ingly flaunted and broken. Is 
Congress willing to prosecute all 
the perjurers who lied under oath? 

This is not about politics; it 
is about telling the truth, aboµt 
valuing honesty. As Jews, we are 

· all too familiar historically with 
the way that lies are told about us, 
and facts are twisted, from Harnan 

See HONESTY, Page 6 

BE1WEEN WORK AND HOME 

A family ritual worth every minute 
Florida vacations become 

a time when we're 
all together GOING TO FLORIDA has 

become our family's annual 
ritual. As many Jewish 
families of a certain era, 

my family is flung across the country 
in indiscriminate patterns of resettle
ment. Ir's a diaspora of our own making, 
adding extra burdens to the effort to 

maintain fa mily ties. -

around special birthdays and anniver
saries or Jewish holidays . As my par
ents grew older, they spent more time 
in Florida. Eventually, they relocated 
there full time. And while my parents 
kept hoping it would happen, none of 
their kids married and, thus, g randkids 
were not part of the picture they had 
perhaps imagined. Eventually, I broke 
the mold and married and produced 
the much anticipated grandchildren. 

Fast-forward two decades and we are 
engaged in the complicated dance of 
long distance, intergenerational rela
tionship building. Across the miles and 
with the aid of modern technology, 

frought with stress and tension as 
we all live for several days under one 
roof, having not done so as adults. 

While our individual rhythms and 
interests have an air of familiarity 
(after all , we did grow up in the same 
house, didn't we?), the years have calci
fied us in some ways that seem ironic at 
times with each playi ng a role shaped 
yea rs ago in another time and place. 

I guess it's why, when my fa mily is in 
close quarters, I find myself wondering 
someti mes how I will get through another 
day. Everyone wants something different 
to eat. As one sibling want to play tennis, 
another would rather sit home and read 

In the 1970s as my 
brothers and I headed 
off to coUege, we 
chose our loca-
tions based on our 
individual inter
ests. Perhaps the 
assumption was 
that we'd aU end 

"Across the miles and with the aid 
books; one doesn't pick clothes 
up off the floor and the other 
plays on the computer too long. 

Barbara 
G.Fields 

of modern technology, we weave a 
web of family that might not be any 
one's dreamed of version of ideal." 

Yet, headed for the airport, I 
thi nk of all the th.ings I forgot to 
say and the activities we didn't get 
to do together and - most of all 

up back in New 
York but somehow 

that never quite happened. Wh ile we all 
cycled through our fa mily home on Long 
Island, we all settled in d iffe rent cities. 

One brother continued his peripatetic 
ex istence focused on places with blue 
skies and warm temperatu res. I chose 
the academ ic and culrural environ
ments of East Coast cities drawn to the 
urban life and the political banter that 
makes East Coast living what it is. My, 
oldest brother was the only one who 
seemed to stick with the New York scene 
- that is, until he relocated to Florida. 

Family get-togethers increasingly 
became less frequent and events centered 

Great Ramah story 

GREAT STORY in Yhe Voice & 
Herald ("Camp Ramah: one big 

Jewish community," Yhe Voice & Herald, 
Dec. 26) about the marvelous Marwil 
marriage! 

Barbara Schoenfeld 
Providence 

·Bridal vendor earns raves 

SEVERAL MONTHS AGO, I 
started looking for outfits for my 

son's upcoming bar mitzvah. As a 
former resident of New York City before 
moving to Rhode Island, I thought I 
might have to go to New York to find 
something both stylish and modest, as 
I am an Orthodox Jewish woman. 

I was pleasantly surprised when I 
entered Bridal and Gift in South Attle
boro, Mass. They had a reasonable selec
tion of elegant and modest long dresses. I 
actually bought two outfits - one to wear 
at the synagogue and one for the recep
tion. They carry good quality and reason
ably priced merchandise, and the service is 
outstanding. I highly recommend anyone 
looking for an outfit for a special simcha 
to go see Linda at Bridal and Gift. 

Regina Schild 
Providence 

we weave a web of fam ily that might 
not be any one's dreamed-of version of 
ideal, but it's what works fo r us. Ever 
since my children were born 10 yea rs 
ago, my parents and I have made the 
effort to see each other every three or 
four months. And, since my fath er's 
death fou r years ago, these visits have 
taken on an even g reater signifi cance. 

During these visits - with two 
uncles who don't have kids and as 
the on ly grandchildren - my kids 
are showered with love and attention 
that most kids could never imagine. 

Yet these visits to Florida are 

Letters to the Editor 

- when will we get together again? 
As I return to work back in 

Rhode Island , I am always stumped 
when someone asks how I enjoyed 
my vacation. W as that a vacation? A 
change of scenery~ Time away? 

Wh ile I enjoy the wa rm weather, 
the lack of schedule, and the chance to 
hang out, do I enjoy the cacophony of 
too much fa mily in too small a space? 

Well, I guess I have to admit; I love 
it, too. As we grow older, our rou
tines and visits wiU change, but fo r 
now, it's wh at we've got a nd, thus, it's 

worth taking full advantage ofit. 

Barbara G. Fields can be 
reached at bjields@cox. net. 

A call to fight poverty 

IMAGINE THE DOMINANT 
sound of the shofar echoing through 

the state house rotunda, to ·call people 
to assembly for an Interfaith Prayer 
Vigil to fight poverty with faith on the 

first day of the 2009 legislative session. 
Imagine a rabbi, a priest, a minister, an 

imam, a swami and a leader of the Ba'hia 
community standing together in their 

See CALL, Page 6 

SARA HALPER OF PROVIDENCE sent The Voice & Herald this cartoon, which 
she had received from a friend in London, England. "It honestly illustrates the 
current situation between Harnas and Israel. There is so much anti-Israel feel
ing in America today - let's set the record straight." The cartoon, drawn by 
Gary Varvel of the The Indianapolis Star, is reprinted with permission. 
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History shows that a 
nation divided is a 

lesser entity 

I HAVE FRIENDS (yes, 
even I). Many, probably 
most, of these friends 
believe that the best way 

to resolve the Mideast conflict 
is with a two-state solution, 
Israel and Palestine (consisting 

Josh 
Stein 

of the West 
Bank, Gaza 
and Arab 
Jerusalem). 

Let us 
examine this 
possibility. 
There are 
three prob
lems with it 
-West Bank 
access to 

Israel proper, connecting the 
West Bank to Gaza, and the 
grandmother-of-the-mother· 
of-difficulties, Jerusalem. 

The two-state solution 
assumes that Israel will have 
defensible borders even without 

An answer to 
Israels accusers 

ROM WHERE I was 
eated on the bima in 
he sanctuary of Temple 
manu-El on Sunday 

evening, Jan. 4, there appeared 
to be at least 200 individuals sit
ting in the pews. We had gath
ered together for "A Community 

RabbiJim 
Rosenberg 

Service for 
Israel Solidar
ity," organized 
on short notice 
byJFRI's 
Community 
Relations 
Council in 
response to the 
crisis in Gaza. 

What struck 
me throughout 
the hour-long 
program of 

prayer, brief speeches, selected 
readings, and song was the 
tone - a tone of quiet reflec
tion, of resolute serenity. 

I sensed an unspoken, 
but almost palpable, effort 
to hold our surging feel-
ings in check in the face of 
the immense human tragedy 
unfolding 6,000 miles away. 

There was not a hint of 
war-mongering, no hint of 
"My Isra!!l, Right or Wrong." 

,,. r, •• -•' - ~ - - -.l • - \..,,. ,. ..,. 

FROM THE OLD OLIVETTI 

A 'two-state solution' is no solution for Israel 
natural frontiers other than 
the unnatural security fence 
separating the West Bank 
from Israel to prevent dissatis
fied jihadists or other fanatics 
from crossing it and blowing 
up (insert here the name of 
a civilian meeting,plfu:e - a 
bus, a sidewall<cafe, a syna
gogue) after making a touching 
farewell tape. This is 

bad doctor. Poor Goldstein, 
alone in hell with 500 Ahmeds. 
Well, it serves him right. 

Gaza as part of this proposed 
Palestinian state , separated 
by Israel from the West Bank 
by about 25 miles, means that 
Palestine would surround Israel 
with potentially hostile and 
(I imagine) frequently actual , 

arated by India, its enemy; the 
area that became Bangladesh 
was untenable. It declared its 
independence and is untenable 
still. Look to Poland which, 
following the Great W ar, 
separated the bulk of Germany 
in the west from East Prussia to 
the east. When war came again 
it was attacked on both fronts , 

the pincers having 
a normally one-way 
street. Yes, we hang 
our heads in shame 
when we remember 
Baruch Goldstein, but 

"Who amongst you trusts Hamas or 
Hezbollah not to try for a one-state 

Arab solution?" 

been put in place 
by the diplomats of 
Versailles in their 
attempt at fa ir-
ness. Either way, a 
bifurcated Palestine 
will not survive and 
a surrounded Israel 

his slaughter of the 
innocents was by a 
lone murderer. People 
who cross the Green Line and 
blow up pizzerias are mentored , 
trained, equipped and filmed 
before they go. They become 
heroes (and occasionally hero
ines). If there is a hell, I have 
no doubt that our G oldstein is 
trying to strangle their Ahmed 
as the remnants of Ahmed 
(don't forget, he's been blown 
to smithereens on a cross-walk 
in Jerusalem) tries to stab the 

enemy action by those who 
believe in a one Arab state 
solution. That's the bad news 
for Israel. From the Arab side, 
the West Bank presumably 
would be Palestine central, 
Gaza the proverbial step-child . 

When it achieved its indepen
dence, Ind ia was divided into 
Hindu and Muslim areas - but 
the Muslims were in the North
west and the Northeast, so 
Pakistan became a country sep· 

IT SEEMS To ME 

never rest easy. A solution to the 
problem (for the Arabs) would 
be a rai sed highway across 50 
kilometers ofl srael. Arab traffic 
above would flow east to west, 
Israeli traffi c below from north 
to south. Who would pay fo r 
construction, maintenance and 
police remains to be seen. 

It's not going to happen, and 
it shouldn't. Gaza would be the 
new Bangladesh. Israel would be 

Shalom! Salaam! Processing the pain of Gaza 
the State oflsrael had the right 
- indeed, the obligation - to 
defend its citizens from the esca
lating barrage of Hamas rockets, 
there was also a felt need to 
acknowledge the suffering of 
innocent civilians in G aza. 

Our collective prayers were 
motivated both by our profound 
sadness at the loss of so much 
blood and 

said, they could well have made 
common cause with our long
ing to end the strife in Gaza. 

Unfortunately, there are 
those in our Rhode Island 
community and, even more 
unfortunately, there are many 
millions throughout the world 
who are using the crisis in Gaza 
as one more opportunity to 

Jews during the Holocaust. 
This is the very same Susanne 

H oder who wrote in a Provi
dence Journal op-ed column way 
back on July 6, 2003: "Many 
believe Israel 's actions amount to 
gradual ethnic cleansing . .. Four 
million refugees are asked to 
accept the fact that any person 
in the world with a Jewish 

grandparent 
by our 
equally 
profound 
hope for a 
ceasefi~e 
that would 
result in 

------------------------------ may settle 

a just and 
a lasting 

"Had they joined us in the sanctuary and 
witnessed what was being said and - perhaps 
even more importantly - what was not being 

said, they could well have made common cause 
with our longing to end the strife in Gaza~" 

in Israel 
-while the 
refugees 
whose 
homes these 
Israelis 
occupy 
cannot 

peace. ------------------------------- return." 
As 

the service for Israel solidar
ity was proceeding inside, 
about 35 individuals out-
side in the cold on Morris 
Avenue were demonstrating 
for peace and against war. 

Upon leaving the building 
at the conclusion of the pro
gram, I heard them singing, 
"We Shall Overcome." Several 
policemen stood between "us" 
and "them"; in all honesty, the 
demonstrators did not appear to 
be looking for a confrontation. 

As a matter of fact, had they 
joined us in the sanctuary and 
witnessed what was being said 

1 - ---1.. --- ..... ,,. ... ...,..,....,"' ;mnnr-

de-legitimize Israel, one more 
excuse to call for the destruc
tion of the Jewish state. 

For example, shortly after 
Israel began its bombing of 
Gaza in response to Hamas' 
indiscriminate rocketing of 
Israeli citizens, a group iden
tifying itself as The Justice 
First Foundation paid for an 
ad, which appeared in - of all 
places - the Lifebeat section of 
The Providence Journal, accusing 
Israel of"Genocide in Gaza." 

In an op-ed piece in The 
ProvidencejournalonJan. 8, 
Susanne Hoder compared 
Israel's actions in Gaza to 

Accord
ing to all too many, then, Israel 
is guilty of genocide, of ethnic 
cleansing, of being today's 
embodiment of Nazism. I 
will admit that Israel is not a 
perfect state, nor is any Israeli 
a perfect individual. Never
theless, compared to other 
nation states, particularly in 
comparison with the other 
nation states in her very tough 
neighborhood, Israel has every 
reason to hold her head high. 

To Israel's accusers, to all 
those who would distort the 
complex reality in and around 
Gaza with a witch's brew of 
truth, half-truth, and slander-

the new 1939 Poland. The plan 
presupposes people of good will 
on both sides. Who amongst 
you trusts Hamas or Hezbollah 
not to try for a one-state Arab 
solution? Seeing no hands, we'll 
proceed. lhe only historical 
model I can think of where a 
country divided by another has 
survived is us. Canada separates 
the lower 48 from Alaska, but 
we've been friendly with Canada 
ever since "Fifty-four forty or 
fi ght" morphed into "OK, the 
49th parallel is good enough." 
I'm not picturing a squadron 
of bloodthirsty Royal Cana
dian Mounted Police invading 
Alaska for its oil, or the United 
States launching a two-pronged 
invasion to conquer British 
C olumbia. There is good faith 
and cooperation on both sides. 

As to Jerusalem, well, on the 
one hand , it's just a city which 
has road and sewer and light
ing and school issues to resolve 
like any other municipality. The 
problem is that this particu-

See JERUSALEM, Page 6 

carefully to these words from the 
Gospel of Luke: "How can you say 
to your neighbor, 'let me take 
out the speck in your eye,' when 
you yourself do not see the log in 
your own eye? You hypocrite!" 

The lessons arising out of the 
war in Gaza will not come easily, 
if at all. My own sad assess
ment of this painful situation is 
that at best the Israeli incursion 
into Gaza may, perhaps, buy 
some time. Perhaps, as some 
have soberly suggested, war is 
diplomacy "by other means." 

Nevertheless, I find it impos
sible to believe that there can 
ever be a military solution to 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 
Ultimately, only diplomacy can 
bring a just and a lasting peace. 

I hope that President Obama 
will take the Israel-Palestine 
conflict off the back burner, 
where President Bush has per
mitted it to simmer for the past 
eight years, and in his first days 
of office send a top-level envoy 
to help broker an agreement that 
will at last give the region what 
it wants and it needs: peace. 

In the words of the con
cluding song at our com
munity service for Israel 
solidarity: Shalom! Salaam! 

Rabbi James B. Ros~nberg 
can be reached at rabbiemeri
tus@templehabo'nim.org 
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NOT ALONE 

Financial wealth no guarantee of personal happiness, success 
Life's journey must 
hold meaning and 

challenge 

IN THE FOURTH 
chapter of Pirkei Avot, 
the great compendium of 
Jewish ethical teachings 

opening up the Mishnah, Ben 
Zoma asks, "Who is wealthy?" 
In the current storm of a 
financial crisis, perhaps this is 
a question worth posing. 

Alan 
Krinsky 

it problematic. 

Ben Zoma 
famously 
answers that 
the wealthy 
individual is 
the person 
happy with 
one's portion 
in life. The 
answer makes 
a certain sense, 
yet I have 
long found 

We usually conceive of wealth 
as financial riches. When we 
think about it, however, Ben 
Zoma's answer is sensible, 
even obvious: material wealth 
does not equate with happi
ness. Many financially poor 
people are quite happy and 

From Page 4 

thus wealthy, and many folks 
with an abundance of money 
are miserable and thus poor. 
Indeed, the accumulation of 
money and possessions can 
develop into an ever-growing 
hunger impossible to satiate. 

org/asp). (AishDas is a unique 
word-construction in Deuteron
omy and combines Aish, fire (of 
faith), with Das, the law. Rabbi 
Berger suggests we understand 
one's "lot" not as one's present 
condition , as the s um of one's 
possessions and situations, but 
rather as one's path in life. 

It's the journey that's impor
tant. One is wealthy ifhe or she 
is happy with his or her path, 
his or her journey in life, if the 

obvious answer is the person 
on the 10th rung is higher. But 
perhaps it is a trick question 
and the higher person is on the 
lower rung? The actual answer 
is that it depends - it depends 
upon which direction the two 
people are moving. A person 
on the fourth rung climbing up 
is higher than a person on the 
10th rung on the way down. 

I recently read a striking inter
pretation of a famous anecdote 

from the Talmud. A 

However, there remains a 
problem with this formulation. 
If I ought to be happy with my 
lot, then what motivation is 
there to change it? If we should 
be happy regardless of what we 
have or what our lives, 
communities, and worlds 

"Poverty is finding oneself on 
an unfulfilling journey, one 

lacking in meaning, or finding 
oneself not moving at all." 

are like, then we ought 
never to seek to change 
anything. Indeed, we 
might suppose we should 
maintain happiness and 
inertia even in abusive sit
uations. Yet it is evident to 

potential convert comes 
to Shammai, one of the 
great rabbinic figures, and 
asks him to teach him 
all of the Torah while he 
stands on one foot. Sham
mai pushes him away. 

us that there is so much to 
change, whether improving our 
character or advancing in one's 
career or fighting against injus
tice or becoming a better parent 
or getting out of an abusive rela
tionship. H appiness with one's 
portion would appea r to encour
age indifference or laziness. 

I recently came across an 
answer that resolves thi s prob
lem. Rabbi Micha Berger, 
a founder of a group called 
AishDas (www.a ishdas.org), 
explored the issue on his blog, 
Aspaqlaria (www.aishdas. 

person is growing and accom
plishing, is fulfilling some sense 
of mission. Poverty, in this sense, 
is finding oneself on an unful
filling journey, one lacking in 
meaning, or finding oneself not 
moving at all , stuck in one place. 

Th is understanding aligns 
with a couple of other thoughts 
from Jewish trad ition. Rabbi 
Berger also recalls the question 
asked by the Hasidic Kotzker 
Rebbe: who is higher, a person 
on the 10th rung of a ladder or 
the person on the fourt h? The 

The individual next goes 
to Hillel , who agrees to 

convert him, telling him, "What 
is hateful to you, to your fellow 
man do not do this. This is the 
enti re Torah, all ofit; and the 
rest, it is commentary." The sur
face reading is to fau lt Shammai 
fo r not having the patience to 
encourage the potential convert, 
but I came across a new take on 
this recently. Shammai was not 
rejecting the questioner because 
of the demand to summarize a 
rich tradition , but rather saying 
that to stand on one foot is to 
stay rooted in one place, not to 

JERUSALEM: more than a city with routine municipal issues 
The Jordanians got the holy Gaza. The offer was rejected. that might work. Read about 
places until Israel conquered The second intifada erupted. it in my next colu mn. 
it in 1967. In the 2000 near- A hopeless situation? W ell, 
peace agreement brokered by maybe, but I have a solution 
President Clinton, Ehud· Barak 
offered Palestinians control over 
East Jerusalem, including most 
of the Old City and "Religious 

j osh Stein is a professor of 
history at R oger Williams 

Letter to the Editor 

move. The Torah way of life 
is one of growth and move
ment, and Shammai refused 
to teach it to the proselyte so 
long as he insisted on staying 
in one place and not growing. 

Taken together, these three 
insights all present a similar 
message about the value of 
growth, of traveling a path in 
life. There is thus no contradic
tion between being happy with 
one's portion and seeking to 
improve one's situation at the 
same time. I know this lesson 
is valuable to me. I think it 
may be of some value not only 
on an individual level, but also 
on an institutional level, as we 
try to steer our synagogues, 
schools, and communities on 
paths of fulfillment, happiness, 
and financial security. And 
finally, as the Obama admin
istration takes the helm of 
government this week, into the 
economic tempest, I have high 
hopes and high expectations 
that the path our nation now 
takes wi ll be one that makes 
us wealthy in many ways. 

Freelance writer Alan Krinsky 
works in healthcare quality 
improvement. He can be reached 
at adkrinsky@netzero.net. 

University in Bristol. He can 
be reached atjstein@rwu.edu. 

Jar city is JERUSALEM, for 
God's sake! When the United 
Nations partitioned Palestine, 
Jerusalem was designated an 
international city. When the 
British withdrew, the Jorda
nians tried to grab it; the Jews 
fought to keep the road to it 
open, and the city was divided. 

Sovereignty" over the Temple 
Mount, and the West Bank and INTERFAITH: community brings message to Statehouse 

HONESTY: Courage to stand up 
for the truth 

From Page 4 

to Hitler to Hamas. And, 
we know the importance of 
standing up and fighting back 
against such distortions. 

The question is: How 
should we, as Jews, respond 
when someone - a business 

· owner, a college president, a 
community leader - shakes 
our hand, looks us in the 
eye, makes an agreement, 
and is not telling the truth? 

Do we blow the whistle? 
Or do we ignore the trans
gression, look the other 
way and_pretend it never 
happened, so as not to 
offend the powerful or 

risk falling out of favor? 
President Obama promises 

America a new, optimistic 
idealism. But as the Rev. 
Martin Luther King, Jr., said 
so well, all change begins on 
the inside. As we celebrate 
King's birthday and the 
inauguration of the nation's 
first African-American 
president, we need to look 
to ourselves to be honest in 
our own dealings, and to 
have the courage and convic
tion to stand up for what we 
believe in. To quote the Rev. 
Joseph Lowery, "Let all who 
do justice and love mercy 
say, amen, and say, amen." 

From Page 4 

clerical attire to issue 
prayers for our elected 
officials to use compas
sionate and wisdom 
in creating programs 
and a budget that does 
not cut services for 
those most in need. 

Imagine being sur
rounded by more than 20 
clergy of various faiths 
who read the names of 
virtually all of the Rhode 
Island elected officials 
including legislators, our 
state officials, congressio
nal officials and mayors. 

Imagine how honored 
and humbled I felt as I 
made the opening remarks 
at the Rhode Island Inter
faith Coalition's prayer 

vigil to more than 300 people 
assembled on the rotunda steps! 

As an advocate for social 
justice for our community for 
many years, these memories are 
some of my most powerful. 

:' The Rhode Island Interfaith 
Coalition's mission is to fight 
poverty with faith. The coali
tion believes that by working 
with our local, state and nation
ally elected officials and with 
the people of Rhode Island, we 
can achieve our goal of cutting 
poverty in half in 10 years. 

As I stood with leaders of the 
faith community, I thought of 
our next step in fighting pov
erty: to ask all our houses of 
worship to invite their locally 
elected officials to a service to 
pray for them to govern with 
wisdom and compassion. 

I dreamed of synagogues, 
like the one to which I belong, 

having a special service 
with our elected officials 
in attendance with a full 
house of congregational 
support to call for an end 
to poverty in our state. 

As I gazed among the 
crowd during the vigil and 
saw many of our Jewish lead
ers in attendance, I began to 
imagine and see our Jewish 
community; our synagogues 
and various organizations 
join the fight to combat 
poverty so that "there shall 
be no needy among you." 

After the vigil, I realized 
that the prayers spoken from 
the heart were not just a call 
for our elected officials in 
Rhode Island to fight poverty 
with faith, but a call for all of 
us to fight poverty with faith. 

Maxine Richman 
Barrington 
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OBAMA: A time to do a little 'kvelling' 
From Page 1 

president in U.S. history, but 
the ongoing ceremonies were 
punctuated by several Jewish 
moments, wrinkles and parties. 
Barack Obama's supporters 
said it was a historic week for 
all Americans, and especially 
Jewish ones, to take pride in. 

"Not just that we elected 
Barack Obama, but that their 
son will be 20 feet from the 
Oval Office, and have a chief 
of staff named Rahm Emau
nel," Axelrod said to cheers. 

Obama has surrounded himself 
with several key Jewish advis-
ers, but no rabbis were tapped to 
give prayers at the inauguration, 
as Obama followed in the path 
of several of his recent predeces-
sors in turning 

events, the headliner being 
the bash attended by Axel-
rod Monday night. The event, 
a reception at the Capital 
Hilton in downtown D.C., was 
sponsored by nine organiza
tions - the National Jewish 
Democratic Council, the 
United Jewish Communities, 
the American Jewish Com
mittee, the Conference of 
Presidents of M ajor American 

ing Obama's "absolute passion 
for human decency," while 
calling the new president "a 
friend to the Jewish people." 

Wiesel has high expectations 
for the new commander in chie( 
He said he was "convinced" 
that Obama "will bring an end 
to the tragedy in Darfur" and 
utilize "his energy and passion" 
to bring about "peace in the 
Middle East." The Nobe] laureate 

added that Obama's 

the Anti-Defamation League's 
Washington counsel, counted 
seven of ):us former summer 
interns in the crowd (includ
ing a JTA correspondent). 

The sentiment was captured 
by David Axelrod, a newly 
appointed White House senior 
adviser and President Obama's 
longtime strategic guru, during 
an appearance at the Jewish 
Community Inaugural Recep
tion held the night before 
Tuesday's midday inauguration. 

Axelrod, who until recently 
has been shy about talking about 
his Jewishness, told the crowd 

to Protestant 
clergymen. But 
three rabbis - one 
Reform (David 
Saperstein), one 
Conservative 
Oerome Epstein), 
one Orthodox 

"My father and grandparents weren't 
just looking for a place of safety, they 

were looking for a place of prom
ise and opportunity. America was 

that beacon." 

election makes him 
think that his son 
and daughter will 
one day be "celebrat
ing the first Jewish 
president of the U.S." 

Actress Debra 
Winger, who 
campaigned for 
Obama in Virginia 
this fall, kept her 
remarks very brief, 

One ofObama's pitchmen to 
the Jewish community during the 
campaign was Tony Lake, the 
Clinton administration national 
security advi~er who, in recent 
years, had converted to Judaism. 
Lake's 'Jew by choice for Obama" 
stump speech was a poignant way 
for an old foreign policy hand 
to make the pro-Israel case for a 
greenhorn senator from Illinois. 

Lake all but disappeared 
after the campaign. He made a 
reappearance Monday night, not 
at Washington's main Jewish 
event, but at the Arab American 
Institute dinner eight blocks 
away. Institute president Jim 
Zogby warmly praised Lake's 
insights as a foreign policy heavy 
at a time when American Jews 
and Arabs routinely worked 
together to try and make the 
Oslo peace process work. 

of 800 that he was there "to 
do a little kvel!ing," and then 
spoke movingly about feeling 
a rush of gratification when he 
saw Jews voting for Obama in 
overwhelming numbers. Axel
rod also reached back into his . 
own family story to illustrate the 
"promise" of Obama's election. 

Recalling how his father and 
grandparents fled Bessarabia 
after their home was blown 
up in the pogroms, Axelrod 
said they "weren't just look-
ing for a place of safety, they 
were looking for a place of 
promise and opportunity." 

"They were drawn to America 
- America was that beacon," 
he said, and the inaugura
tion "would have been a great 
affirmation of that" idea. 

(Haskel Look-
stein) - were slated 
to offer prayers 
at a Wednesday 
service, a move that left some 
observers impressed with the 
Obama team's attention to the 
nuances of Jewish communal life. 
But the inaugural was not with
out Jewish flourishes: During his 
invocation, Pastor Rick Warren 
recited (in English) the opening 
declaration of the Sh'ema prayer. 

. In addition, one of California's 
two Jewish senators - Demo
crat Dianne Feinstein - served 
as the emcee and ltzhak Perl
man took part in an ensemble 
performance shortly before 
the swearing-in ceremony. 

The lead-up to the inaugura
tion was packed with Jewish 

LongJiJ1YJ~ 
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lielpin,g more than 2.000 families in New England 
for 15 years-wo.rlicing with yotir planners, attorneys 

aml CPA's -participating in more 
than 100 of our clients' cilaims . .. 

representing several top insurarice cmnpanies 

OFFERING DISCOUN'fE.lil PREMIUMS. 

111 Tampa Stree! 
W. Warwick, RI 02893 

Call me witti any 
qoesaions about 

• ng-Term Care Insurance 

PAUL ISENBERG 
RHU, CtTC, LTCP 

401-826-3424 
E-mail: ise11bergltc@coJ<cn11t 

David Axelrod 

Jewish Organizations, AIPAC, 
NCSJ: Advocates on Behalf of 
Jews in Russia, Ukraine, the 
Baltic States & Eurasia, and the 
Jewish federations of New York, 
Chicago and Washington. 

It was not an official inaugural 
event, but organizers said that 
prominent Obama supporters 
encouraged Jewish communal 
leaders to follow the lead of other 
ethnic groups by privately spon
soring such a gathering. 
"You were a1J shareholders," 
Axelrod said, and "you're going 
to be our partners as we move 
forward and try to fulfill the 
commitments we have made." 
Elie Wiesel also spoke, prais-

saying she hoped "all our 
prayers are answered." 

A short speech was a wise 
decision because the excite
ment in the room meant many 
partygoers wanted to chat more 
than listen to speeches. U.S. 
Sen. Frank Lautenberg (D-N.J.) 
twice had to ask the crowd to 
quiet down during his remarks, 
and it took a very loud demand 
by someone in the crowd to 
fi nilly achieve silence for Wiesel 
- as well as for Axelrod. 

The hall was filled with rabbis, 
Jewish leaders and virtually 
all of"officialJewish W ash
ington." Michael Lieberman, 

Israel, the Palestinians, the 
Irish - they all got the Bono 
shout-out at the inaugura-
tion festivities on Monday. 
Martin Luther King's dream, 
Bono declared from the Lin
coln Memorial where King 
first described it, was "not just 
an American dream - also an 
Irish dream, a European dream, 
African dream, Israeli dream 
and also" - dramatic pause - "a 
Palestinian dream!" 

~r, .... • • C ,~- • 
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Presents 

The Annual Ira S. & Anna Galkin Program 

"JOEL'S SHOW WAS OUTSTANDING" "HE HAD THEM LAUGHING FROM START TO FINISH" 
Brian Radley Special Events Chat,. Middlebury College Edmond Lugo, Department of Campus ActMtles, University of ConnectJc.ut 

"CHASNOFF IS A BIG HIT WITH REMARKABLE ABILITY" 
The Je'MSh Forward 

With Opening Act Michelle Sn.oller 
===~.Dt.1Xlr.J:Dr..T.l'..':tT..T.;t.T..J::t.T..J::1':U:l'.'lll'.'lll'.'ll:n:.:;rD:'.J'.D11':l:n:.J: 

330 Park Ave. Cranston, RI 

Sunday January 25, 2009 • 3:00 P.M. 

Sponsored by the Ira s . & Anna Galkin Charitable Trust 

FREE COMMUNITY EVENT 

.. 
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A change for the better 

Revitalized outreach the Jewish community with 
a goody bag and a visit, and 
Shalom Rhode Island, which 
welcomes newcomers to the 
greater Rhode Island area, 
Shalom Playgroup is designed 

and engagement 
programs 

Bv DEBORAH FINEBLUM RAuB to welcome and •involve new-
Special to 1he Voice & Herald comers and young families 

into Jewish communal life. 
"There is a new excitement 

around the "Shalom" programs 
and the proof is the enthusi

Seekonk to harvest carrots, pick asm of the participants," said 
pumpkins, enjoy a hayride and Wendy Joering, director of out-

THIS FALL, a group of 
Jewish kids and their 
moms came together 

for the first time at a farm in 

get to know each other. And, reach and engagement at JFRI. 
since money was collected for a What's new and different, Joer

Jewish Family ------------ ing says, is what 
Service pro- "We all benefit when goes on behind 
gram designed the scenes. 
to help feed people feel welcome "JFRI has 

local needy and included." called for more 
families, the collaboration 
day's fun also and pa rtner-
came with a Wendy Joering ships in the 
message of community, 
tzedakah and ____________ with a special 
tikkun olam emphasis on 

- the centuries-old Jewish 
values of sharing with those 
in need and repairing the 
world - and represented a 
modern way of evoking agri
cultural laws during Sukkot. 

Jewish engagement," Joer-
ing explains. "Behind the 
scenes, agencies and syna
gogues are sharing informa
tion and partnering to reach 
out to engage more people." 

The Shalom 
Committee is 
not only work
ing to provide 
programming 
opportunities 
to families, 
but is also 
developing a 
"concierge" 
service model 
to connect 
Jewish Rhode 
Islanders to the 
programs and 
services they 
want, whether 
it's advice on 
where to buy 
a great bar/bat 
Mitzvah gift 
or the options 
for Jewish 
educational 
programs in 
East Bay. 

All of the 
"Shalom" pro
grams provide 
opportunities 
for individuals 
and families to 
connect with 
each other and 
build their Photo courtesy of Shalom Playgroup, JFRI 

This special day was made 
possible by Shalom Playgroup, 
one of the Jewish Federa-
tion of Rhode Island 's OFRI) 
programs that reach out to 
young families in the area. 
Along with Shalom Baby, 
which welcomes newborns to 

Who benefits? "That's easy," 
Joering volunteers with a smile, 
"we all benefit when people 
feel welcome and included." 

own commu
nity. lo addi
tion, they also 

MARISA GARBER and her daughter Tessa attended a Shalom Playgroup at .Four 
Town Farm in Seekonk, Mass . late in 2008. 

The network of"Shalom" 
programs is largely a volunteer 
effort of the Shalom Com
mittee, co-chai red by Karyn 
Hill and Amanda Isenberg. 

provide a key entry point for 
those looking to get more 
involved in Jewish life. Hill, 
the mother of three young 

Community Shabbat Dinner 
for Young Families 

with Ziv Assor and Zohar Bromberg, 
greater Rhode Island's Israeli Young Emissaries 

Join us for a family-friendly, fun-filled community Shabbat dinner 

WWw.ll'Rl.orf 

Friday, January 3 oth 
at the Jewish ((Immunity Center 

$25 per family 

RSVP no later than Tuesday, January 27th to : 
Wendy Joering, JFRl Director of Outreach and Engagement 

wjoeri ng@JFRl.org 

Ill 
II 

This eYent Is oo-sponsc,red by ~halom Rhode lslirnd a:nd 
The Networl:: The Yoong L..eadenHf, Dtwl!illon of the Jewish 

Federatio11 ot Rllode Island, MalheM. Clrde and PJ Library, 
programs of the Ou,ea,u of .iewlsh £duc-.allon of Rhcde Island, 

8111d ihe Jew,i,sh Commirity Cenlet' of Rhode liSla:nd 

children, explains that she got 
involved with Shalom Play
group because, "I want my 
children to have a Jewish iden
tity and want them exposed to 
other Jewish people in cultural 
events and for the holidays." 

She adds that, "I've 
felt very welcomed and 
included, and I'm glad to 
have the opportunity to 

pass it along to my kids." 
Next up for youngfamilies: 

A Shabbat dinner on Jan. 30, 
co-sponsored by Shalom Play
group, along with 1he Network, 
JFRI's Young Leadership Divi
sion, the/CC, Mothers Circle 
and Pf Library. To reserve 
your place, contact Wendy at 
421-4111, ext. 169, or e-mail 
her at: wjoering@JFRI.org. 

TU B'SHEVAT TRAINING 
On Jan. 12, 20 educators, representing seven area schools, 
participated in an interactive workshop on the teaching of 
Tu B'Shvat, focusing on the Jewish calendar, observance of, 
Tu b'Shevat, preserving the Earth and the blessing of the 

sun. Hadas Sommers, educational services consultant, pre-
sented the workshop at the Bureau of Jewish Education 

of Rhode Island. 
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A change for the better 

Revitalized outreach the Jewish community with 
a goody bag and a VISlt, and 
Shalom Rhode Island, which 
welcomes newcomers to the 
greater Rhode Island area, 
Shalom Playgroup is designed 

and engagement 
programs 

Bv DEBORAH FINEBLUM RAUB to welcome and •involve new-
Special to The Voice & Herald 

THIS FALL, a group of 
Jewish kids and their 
moms came together 

for the first time at a farm in 
Seekonk to harvest carrots, pick 
pumpkins, enjoy a hayride and 
get to know each other. And, 
since money was collected for a 

comers and young families 
into Jewish communal life. 

"There is a new excitement 
around the "Shalom" programs 
and the proof is the enthusi
asm of the participants," said 
Wendy Joering, director of out
reach and engagement at JFRI. 
What's new and different, Joer-

ing says, is what Jewish Family 
Service pro
gram designed 
to help feed 
local needy 
families, the 
day's fun also 
came with a 
message of 
tzedakah and 

"We all benefit when goes on behi nd 
the scenes. 

people feel welcome "JFRI has 

and included." called for ~ore 
collaborat,on 

Wendy Joeri ng 
and partner
ships in the 
community, 

tikkun olam 
- the centuries-old Jewish 
values of sharing with those 
in need and repairing the 
world - and represented a 
modern way of evoking agri
cultural laws during Sukkot. 

with a special 
emphasis on 

Jewish engagement," Joer
ing explains. "Behind the 
scenes, agencies and syna
gogues are sharing informa
tion and partnering to reach 
out to engage more people." 

The Shalom 
Committee is 
not only work
ing to provide 
programming 
opportunities 
to families, 
but is also 
developing a 
"concierge" 
service model 
to connect 
Jewish Rhode 
Islanders to the 
programs and 
services they 
want, whether 
it's advice on 
where to buy 
a great bar/ bat 
Mitzvah gift 
or the options 
for Jewish 
educational 
programs in 
East Bay. 

All of the 
"Shalom" pro
grams provide 
opportunities 
for individuals 
and families to 
connect with 
each other and 
build their Photo courtesy of Shalom Playgroup, JFRI 

This special day was made 
possible by Shalom Playgroup, 
one of the Jewish Federa-
tion of Rhode Island's QFRI) 
programs that reach out to 
young families in the area. 
Along with Shalom Baby, 
which welcomes newborns to 

Who benefits? "That's easy," 
Joering volunteers with a smile, 
"we all benefit when people 
feel welcome and included." 

own commu
nity. lo addi
tion, they also 

MARISA GARBER and her daughter Tessa attended a Shalom Playgroup at .Four 
Town Farm in Seekonk, Mass. late in 2008. 

The network of"Shalom" 
programs is largely a volunteer 
effort of the Shalom Com
mittee, co-chaired by Karyn 
Hill and Amanda Isenberg. 

provide a key entry point for 
those looking to get more 
involved in Jewish life . Hill, 
the mother of three young 

Community Shabbat Dinner 
for Young Families 

with Ziv Assor and Zohar Bromberg, 
greater Rhode Island's Israeli Young Emissaries 

Join us for a family-friendly, fun-filled community Shabbat dinner 

Et=... 
•l 
llk4f 

www.JFRl.orJ 

Friday, January 3oth 
at the Jewish Community Center 

$25 per family 

RSVP no later th.an Tuesday, Jllduary 27th to: 
Wendy .loering, JFRI Director of Outreach and Engagement 

wjoeri ng@JFRl.org 

Ill 
Ii 

This e11ent Is ro--sponscft!d by Shalom Rhode 15111:n.d 1111.d 
T11e Netwod:: The~ l.eadienNp OW!sibn of the .t>ewl!.'h 
Federation of Rtiode Island, ~ Chde and PJ Library, 

pl'08nllR'IS of the °"1reaiu of .tewlsh £ducation of R.tlOde Island, 
8ff1d the Jewtsh Community Cenliet' of Rhode l!ilimd 

children, explains that she got 
involved with Shalom Play
group because, "I want my 
children to have a Jewish iden
tity and want them exposed to 
other Jewish people in cultural 
events and for the holidays." 

She adds that, "I've 
felt very welcomed and 
included, and I'm glad to 
have the opportunity to 

pass it along to my kids." 
Next up for youngfamilies: 

A Shabbat dinner on Jan. 30, 
co-sponsored by Shalom Play
group, along with The Network, 
JFRI's Young Leadership Divi
sion, the/CC, Mothers Circle 
and Pf Library. To reserve 
your place, contact Wendy at 
421-4111, ext. 169, or e-mail 
her at: wjoering@JFRI.org. 

Photo courtesy of BJE/RI 

TU B'SHEVAT TRAINING 
On Jan. 12, 20 educators, representing seven area schools, 
participated in an interactive workshop on the teaching of 
Tu B'Shvat, focusing on the Jewish calendar, observance of 
Tu b'Shevat, preserving the Earth and the blessing of the 

sun. Hadas Sommers, educational services consultant, pre• 
sented the workshop at the Bureau of Jewish Education 

ot" Rhode Island. 
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Q&A with ]FRI 
President Doris 

Feinberg 
Editor's Note: Each month, 

Doris Feinberg, the president of 
the Jewish Federation of Rhode 
Island, uses this space to inform 
you about what is happening with 
the Federation, the programs it 
supports, and the community. 7his 

Strategic planning and community visioning 
month, we feature a conversation economic situation developed. programs meet critical com-
with M s. Feinberg in which she The new vision and strategy munity priorities, could see an 
addresses some of the most common were approved last June, after a increase in their fund ing. In 
questions about Federation's current lengthy planni ng process. But short, though, all agencies are 
strategic planning and community the current state of the economy embarking on this transition 
v isioning process. She will address is accelerating our work, and it together as we match identi-
more questions in.future columns. means worki ng collaboratively fied priorities with spending. 

Why is the community going 
through this process now? Is it 
because of the economic crisis? 

These plans have been under
way since before the current 

and effectively is more important The Community D evelop-
than ever. We must think ca re- ment Committee, tasked with 
fu lly about where every dollar determining which programs 
goes, to make sure we get as will meet identified priorities, 
much value fo r the community wil l makes its recommendations 
as possible when we spend its to the J FRJ Board in the spring, 
money. Because funds wi ll be and with their approval, we will 
very t ight this yea r, we will have begin the process of allocating 

It's an opportunity to give 
back to the community 

to make some difficu lt deci- funds for the next fi scal yea r. 
sions to make sure that the most 
essential services are preserved. 

What is the new fund
ing and allocation system 
I keep hearing about? 

Who is involved, and how 
are decisions being made? 

BvCLAIREM. ROCHE 

croche@bjeri.org 

I BEGAN THINKING 
about what "Hineni, 
here I am," means to 
me last summer when 

I was asked to assist the 
Jewish Federation of Rhode 
Island OFR1) in prepar-
ing the materials for the 
2009 Annual Community 
Campaign. Today, I'm still 
reflecting on this single 
Hebrew word. 

tions to the Jewish com
munity. The answer to all 
those questions is: Hineni. 

Here I am in the most 
practical sense. As a profes
sional, it's in my own interest 
and that of my colleagues 
that both the Bureau, a ben
eficiary of the JFRI Annual 
Community Campaign, and 
the Federation succeed in 
their fund-raising efforts. On 
a much more personal level, 
however, I know what gets 

Hineni 
accomplished 
because of the 
contributions 
made to the 
Federation. ., 

I've seen 

Even before the economic 
crisis, community leaders real
ized we had to make better use 
of our resources. That's why we 
will , fo r the first time, be start
ing to fund specifi c programs, 
not agencies. The Consolidated 
Plan fo r the Jewish Community 
has already identified com
munity priorities, and we will 
seek to eliminate duplication 
in services. We are undergoing 
a thorough review process to 

ensure that essential programs 
will continue to have sup-
port to carry out their work. 

We will not be funding 
agencies nor will history or 
trad ition determine what we 
fund . Some agencies, if their 

We are blessed to have the 
talents of smart, capable people 
who are devoted to th is commu
nity. The restructuri ng process 
is being led by two groups: 

The Communjty D evelop
ment Committee (CDC), is led 
by Richard Licht. Through a 
series of sub-committees, the 
CDC is looking at every aspect 
of communal life, speaking with 
consumers and providers to 
ascertain the relative importance 
of each program in the Jewish 
life of Rhode Island. Thei r 
fact-fi nd ing will determine each 
program's priority for funding. 

There is also a task force, 
chaired by past Federation 
president Mark Feinstein, which 
is examining the Jewish com
munity's cu rrent organ izational 
structure. When its work is done 

later this spring, the task fo rce 
will make recommendations for 
a service provision structure that 
will maximize resources and 
help the communjty to realize 
the vision of the Consolidated 
Plan. Their aim is to transform 
the community structure to 
most efficiently, effectively and 
collaboratively assess, anticipate 
and respond to the needs of the 
Jewish community. In the end, 
we expect to have an innova
tive constituent-centric program 
and service model designed to 
improve quality and impact. 

How will the Jewish com
munity look (or be different) 
when the process is complete? 

We will be a much more 
vibrant community. We will 
be bold and creative. We will 
be able to put our resources 
into the kinds of exciting and 
needed programs and services 
that embrace and enhance 
Jewish life. Our community 
will appeal to young Jewish 
adults; they will want to stay 
in the community and build a 
Jewish life here. In my vision 
of the future, the Rhode Island 
Jewish community will be 
a national model fo r a deep, 
enrich ing and full Jewish li fe 
where everyone - youngsters to 
seniors - all feel supported and 
embraced and where Jewish life 
is an anchor for all that we do. 

So, here I am, 
a person who 
is not a Jew, 
about to mark 
12 years of 
working in the 
greater Rhode 
Island Jewish 
community. 

In February 
1997, I began 

Here I am. 

the impact of 
the programs 
and services 
the Federation 
supports, on New model for PJ Library members 

a part-time administrative 
position at the Bureau of 
Jewish E ducation of Rhode 
Island (BJE/RI), where I 
thought I might remain 
for a couple of years. 

But, despite the fact that 
I am not Jewish, other 
opportunities at the Bureau 
have been offered to me: to 
serve as an edu~ator working 
with the teens at the Harry 
Elkin Midrasha Community 
High School; to work as 
the mentor and coordinator 
of the Israeli Young Emis
saries for three years; to 
participate in and now lead 
the New England Region 
of the March of the Living; 
and most recently, to work 
directly with JFRI to sup
port the community vision. 

I've also been provided the 
opportunity to give back to 
the community. I've been 
asked many times over the 
last 12 years - by people 
in the Jewish community 
and others - why I work 
where I do, why I serve in 
the capacities I do, and why 
I make financial contribu-

the ground here in Rhode 
Island , in Poland, and in 
Israel. I have witnessed the 
transformation of Jewish 
teenagers as they claim their 
Jewish identity in ways they 
never imagined. I have seen 
our Israeli Young Emissaries 
make Israel a three-dimen
sional place for members of 
the Jewish community, and 
bring it into existence for 
students in Rhode Island 
public schools. I've also witc 
nessed the tears of gratitude 
and relief in the eyes of a few 
members of the Jewish com
munity when they discovered 
that they would, in fact, have 
enough to eat with the help of 
the JFRI Annual Campaign. 

How could I not give my 
support? That I am not Jewish 
does not enter into my con
sideration. I share the values 
that guide the Federation 
and this community, and so 
I declare: Hineni, here I am. 

Claire R oche is the 
Director of Operations 
at the Bureau of Jewish 
Education of Rhode Island. 

Bv N ICOLE KATZMAN 

nkatzman@bjeri.org 

SINCE ITS INCEPTION 
a few years ago, The PJ 
Library- a project of the 

H arold G rinspoon Foundation 
- has grown by leaps and bounds. 
Nationally 40,000 children in 
more than 100 communities 
receive PJ Library books and 
benefit from local programs. 

In Rhode Island, 810 children 
in 650 families are currently 
enrolled in The PJ Library, 
with more than 100 opportuni
ties to participate in PJ Library 
story times and. programs 
at schools, synagogues and 
organizations throughout the 
greater Rhode Island region. 

Now, with the support of the 
Jewish Federation of Rhode 
Island OFRJ), the Rhode I sland, 
Friends of PJ Library, and the 
G rinspoon Foundation, enroll
ment in PJ Library will be 
free of charge for six years. 

Currently, children in greater 
Rhode Island age out of the 
program on their seventh birth
day. And, renewals through the 
seventh birthday will now be 
automatic unless a family chooses 
to opt out. The actual value of 

A RECENT EVENT at Barrington Books, which has partnered with 
PJ Library. 

the free books and music each 
child receives each year from the 
PJ Library is more than $100. 

Renewal fees received by PJ 
Library prior to the announce
ment ofGrinspoon's new model 
will be retained as donations to 
the program. New contributions 
to PJ Library are welcome at any 
time to help support the program. 

PJ Library gift subscriptions 
are still available at $40 per child 
per year for children living out
side of greater Rhode Island. G ift 
recipients receive a personalized 
notice of the gift subscription. 

All over America, parents 

are readingJewish stories 
to Jewish chlldren, building 
stronger families and deepen
ing Jewish identity. Here in 

-greater Rhode Island, this means 
that the Jewish community is 
making a meaningful invest
ment in our chlldren's future . 

For more information on the ·p; 
Library program, to enroll a child, 
to make a contribution, or send a 
gift subscription, contact Nicole 
Katzman, Pf Library Director at 
the Bureau of Jewish Education of 
Rhode Island: 331-0956, ext. 180. 
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It's Tax Time! ~·· . r 
- ~.. I. 

Don'i Lei This Tax Season Tax l'ou 

• Tax Preparation Services • Reitsonable Rates 

• In Home Service Available • Licensed CPA 

CaU Lynda @ 4401 ►.'i.'i6-0616 

LettheSUN 
work for you! 

Solar energy installations 
Home energy improvements 

Slash Fuel Bills, Save Money, Choose Green Energy 

7 N. Main St. 
Attleboro, MA 02703 

508.226.8001 
pete@ustechnologyworks.com 

UNFORGETTABLE FUN, 

INCOMPARABLE 

SURROUNDINGS 

camp Jori has been part of the 
RI Jewish communl\y since 1937 

OVERNIGHT CAMP 
TWO FOUR-WEEK 

SESSIONS 
GRADES 2 - JO 

DAY CAMP 
FOUR TWO-WEEK 

SESSIONS 
AGES6 TO 9 

beautiful, newly developed campus 
72-ocre s ite 
magnificent waterfront 
so iling , canoeing, kayaking 

spacious cabins 

comprehensive .programming 
expansive rec hall 

sports fields and courts 
dining hall with on inspiring view 

two swimmi ng pools 
protected environment 
highly skilled, caring staff 
worm, friendly atmosphere 
family feeling Located in 

Wakefield, RI. 

Reaching up 
A program for children with special needs 

Two - two week sessions 

Age~ 11 -14 

fOI IEGISIIITNIN INFOIIIIION CIU= 
401-463-3110 

WEB: WWW.CAMPJORI.COM 

E-MAIL: CAMPJORI @HOTMAIL.COI'.~~ • I ..... , .... '"' 

CAMf:'JORI r--
ON WORDEN'S POND 

COMMUNITY 

GREEN: Faith can light the way for environmental change 
From Page 1 

old house of worship: Savings 
through energy management," 
and "Sustainable living, one old 
house at a time" with Cindy 
Saksena, a retired teacher who 
decided to work toward making 
her own house sustain-
able and is now teaching 
others to do so at a low 
cost. Other workshops 
included "The infinite 
potential of social net
working," and "Becom
ing a green school," with 
students of La Salle, who 
spoke about sustainability 
projects on campus includ
ing wetland conservation. 

ENVlRONMENT AND 

RELIGION 

Some might ask: What 
does energy awareness 
have to do with religion? 

"There needs to be 
greater recognition by the 
Jewish community here 

can undertake to help to 'green' 
ou r world". 

Levin continued: "Rhode 
Island Interfaith Power and 
Light, the sponsoring organiza
tion of the conference, stands 
ready to serve as a valuable 
resource to educate and to put 

ronmental reform, as a forum 
for people to learn and uphold 
morals, and that environ
mental stewardship should 
be among these morals. 

She added that voting - to 
support politicians who have 
climate change as a priority on 

their platforms - is one way 
that people can do their part 
to preserve the environment. 
Many religions hold ten
ants that relate to preserving 
our environment, according 
to Bingham. In Judaism, 
there is the value of tikkun 
olam, to repair the world. 
In Buddhism, everything 
in the world is part of a 
whole. Muslims believe 
that it is a human's job to 
keep balance in the world. 

RHODE ISLAND 

IPL's GOALS 

Rhode Island Interfaith 
Power and Light's mis
sion is to fulfill the moral 
responsibility to be faith
ful stewards of creation. 

in Rhode Island that our 
tradition expects us to 
acknowledge our steward
ship of Creation and step 
beyond the theological 

THE REV. CANON SALLY BINGHAM, 
president and founder of the national 

organization, Interfaith Power and Light 

"IPL is answering that call 
(to protect our environ
ment) and putting faith into 
action," its brochure reads. to the active," said Rabbi 

Amy Levin, the spiritual leader 
of Temple Torat Yisrael in Cran
ston. 

"The upcoming Jewish 
holiday, Tu B'shevat, provides 
an excellent opportunity for us 
to deepen our awareness and 
adopt initiatives that individuals, 
synagogues and our community 

practical information in the 
hands of everyone in the Jewish 
community who wants to reduce 
the carbon footprint, and often 
the energy bills, of our homes, 
our synagogues and our other 
communal facilities ." 

Bingham, in turn, said that 
churches and synagogues can 
serve as a platform for envi-

Referencing David Orr, 
professor and chair of the 
environmental studies program 
at Oberlin College, Bingham 
made the distinction between 
"hope" and "optimism," saying 
that hope means doing work 
and "rolling up your sleeves" 
in order to make it happen. 
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ISRAEL 

From Page 1 

instant responses to attacks on 
the Jewish state. Some 15 to 20 
volunteers staff two situation 
rooms, in HerzHya and Jerusalem, 
that promote pro-Israel content 
on social networking Web sites, 
respond to online opinion polling 
and try to alter the tenor of dis
cussions in Internet chat rooms. 

The group also has launched a 
Web site, HelpUsWin.org, that 
provides Hnks to pubHc opin-
ion polls on the conflict, online 
articles in need of response and 
ideas to integrate pro-Israel sym
bols with profiles on sites such as 
Facebook. It also features pictures 
and videos that highHght Hamas' 
indoctrination of children and 
the humanity oflsraeH soldiers. 

"We're trying to dictate the 
Net agenda as well as respond 
to it," Michael Dickson, the 
director of the StandWithUs 
office in Israel, toldJTA. 

Much of the online activ
ity related to the Israel-Hamas 
battle in Gaza centers around 
Facebook, the hugely popular 
networking site that has seen a 

'Green Beanie' 
awards 

NEW YORK-The JTA 
(a wire news service for 
Jewish media) announces 
the first annual Green 
Beanie Awards, a 
competition to find the 
most innovative green 
initiatives at Jewish orga
nizations and synagogues 
around the globe. 

Submissions can 
be made online until 
Friday, Jan. 23, at jta. 
org/greenbeanie. Provide 
a few paragraphs on the 
initiative, and also include, 
if you wish, links to photos 
or video. 

Contest judges are: 
Nigel Savage and Bar
bara Lerman-Golomb 
from Hazon, Nina Beth 
Cardin from the Coali
tion for the Environ
ment and Jewish Life, 
and Adam Berman from 
the Isabella Freedman 
Jewish Retreat Center. 

The top 10 initiatives 
will be featured in Eco 
Jews: Traditions and Trends 
in Jewish Environmen
talism, a special section 
onJTA.org beginning 
Feb. 1 in celebration of 
Tu B'Shevat. The best 
project, as chosen by our 
judges, will also receive 
S360, courtesy ofHazon. 

For more informa
tion, contact Rachel 
at rliebov@jta.org. 
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PR: Israel activists use innovative ways to win hearts and minds 
noticeable upsurge in poHtical 
content related to the conflict . 

More than 5,000 users are 
attending a virtual rally on the 
site organized by the World 
Zionist Organization. Pro-Israel 
users are being encouraged to 
change their profi le pictures to 
"I Love Israel" and don~their 
"status update" to keep track 
of the terrorist rockets land-
ing in southern Israel. Some 
1,200 users are Hsted as "fans" 
of the rocket appHcation, which 
automatically updates whenever 
a rocket lands in southern Israel. 

In Los Angeles, the Israeli 
Leadership Council , an Israeli
American community g roup, 

Kustanowitz, a well-known 
contributor to several major 
Jewish biogs. "What I'm finding 
personally, and I can only assume 
I'm not the only one who feels 
this way, is that I'm overwhelmed 
by requests to express my sup
port for Israel by joining every 
possible group on Facebook. I 
get six to eight of them a day. 

"And it's not like the groups 
are mobilizi ng towards anything. 
It's just an expression - I'm for 
the war, I'm against the war. For 
me, joining a group is not neces
sarily a helpfuI show of support 
for peace or against violence." 

The effort comes as Israel, con
stantly at pains to explain itself 
to the world, has itself utilized 

cutting-edge Internet tools to 
present its side of the conflict. 

In New York, the Israeli 
Consulate conducted an online 
citizens' "press" conference, 
while the Israel Defense Forces 
has established its own chan-
nel on the video-sharing site 
YouTube. The channel features 
aerial video shot from Israeli 
warplanes showing the destruc
tion of suspected H amas targets. 

"Since the definition of war 
has changed, the definition of 
public diplomacy has to change as 
well ," David Saranga, the media 
and public affa irs consul in New 
York, told 7he New York Times. 

ll1e quick organization of 
dozens of rallies across the 

country earned plaudits from 
some quarters. But among 
tech-minded activists, street 
rallies cannot respond at 
the speed of the Internet. 

On sites such as Facebook, 
"everyone has hundreds, some
tinles 1,000 friends - Jewish, 
non-Jewish, Israel supporter 
and non-Israel supporter," said 
Dickson ofStandWithUs. "You 
post up a video that, in less than 
a minute, can portray what it's 
like to Hve in Sderot right now. 

"Suddenly you have a whole 
group of people that under
stands I srael's position and 
why Israel needed to act ." 

has lau nched a number of online 
initiatives to press Israel's case. 
Among them arc the W eb sites 
Live4Sderot.org, which raises 
money and awareness for the 
citizens oflsrael's embattled 
southern frontier, and Tzav8.org, 
which encou rages Israeli Ameri
ca ns to register for notification of 
pro-Israel events. The site's title is 
a reference to the order that calls 
up Israeli reservists in wartime. 

Leaders invoke King's legacy, laud Obama 

Even the larger, more estab
lished Jewish groups are trying to 
influence the digital discussion. 

The Anti-Defamation League 
has launched an I srael defense 
page on Facebook that has 
attracted nearly 2,000 members. 
The ADL also has made posters 
available for download in what 
it hopes will spark a "viral media 
campaign" on Israel's behalf. 

"I think it's certainly pos-
sible to influence younger Jews 
using social media. I think that's 
a correct instinct," said Esther 

Bv NANCY K1Rsc1-1 
nkirsch@jjri. org 

V EYNOTE SPEAKER 
~ ev. Dr. Carl Balark, 
Jr. , the pastor at Providence's 
Ebenezer Baptist Church, 
earned two standi ng ovations 
from the interfaith crowd of 
some 400 individuals at the 
26th annual Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. , scholarship breakfast 
on Jan. 19. Sponsored by The 
Ministers Alliance of Rhode 
Island, the event was held at 
Rhodes on the Pawtuxet. 

Bala rk and the other speak
ers - including Rabbi Alan 
Flam (who read briefly from 
Amos), Gov. D onald Carcieri , 
Deborah Smith (who works 
for G ov. Carcieri), Rep. Pat
rick Kennedy, and Cranston 
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Mayor Allan Fung - invoked 
Barack Obama's name at least 
as often as they did King's. 

The predominantly African
American audience frequently 
interspersed Balark's com
ments with "'amens" and "yes, 
brothers," a familiar rhythm 
to sermons in many Afri
can-American churches. 

"Tomorrow, Barack O bama 
will enter the White H ouse, 
a house built on the backs 
of slaves," Balark thundered. 
The old people, who sacri
ficed for their children and 
grandchildren, can lay down 
in peace tomorrow, he con
tinued. That earned Balark 
his first standing ovation. 

"Barack Obama is not 
the Messiah," Balark cau
tioned, "but he is God 's 

Faye L. Silverman 

agent for change. Change 
will begin with us." Then 
came the second ovation. 

The speakers do not believe 
that the struggles for equal
ity are fini shed, even with the 
election of Barack Obama, 
though each celebrated this 
historic, life-changing event. 
Speakers addressed the need 
for unity in these challenging 
times. Referencing the politi
cal firestorm he's generated 
around the Medicaid waiver 
and the state's budget deficit 
- of more than $330 million 
- Governor Carcieri got a 
polite laugh when he said, "I 
need some love. I need some 
money, too, if anyone has any." 

Event proceeds were 
awarded to 25 students for 
academic scholarships. 

Patricia M. Herron 

Silverman McGovern Staffing 
Rhode Island's Leading Office Staffing Aaency 

67 Cedar Street, Suite 104. Providence. RI 02903 

632-0580 
www.SilvermanMcgovern.com 
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REvn:w 
Jewish women are twice different 

Alison Rose's book 
explores Jewish 

women in Vienna at 
turn of 19th century 

MARCY BRINK-DANAN 

Special to The Voice & Herald W ENMY 
ddler, Ari, 
ked if the 

Christmas 
man" was coming to our 
house, I felt obliged to 
teach him about difference. 
I immediately deployed 
an arsenal of our Jewish 

.family memories - baking 
. challah for Shabbat, lighting 

Hanukkah candles, reading 
PJ Library books - to deflect 
his Christmas envy. In another 
conversation, Ari casually 
exclaimed (to my horror),"Girls 

. are pretty; boys are smart!" 
c.' How do I teach Ari about 

difference while respecting 
· :others' traditions? How do I 
. explain feminism to a three
>-_year-old? As a mother of two 
· boys, as an anthropologist and 
; a professor of Judaic Studies, I 

• · am obsessed with difference. 
It comforts me to learn, 

through a reading of Alison 
Rose'sjewish Women in 
Fin de Siecle Vienna, that 
similar anxieties plagued 
women a century ago. 

The 

C iting, for example, a 
Viennese social worker who 
urged Jewish mothers to 
trade the Christmas tree for 
the menorah, Rose bridges 
time to make history relevant 
to those concerned with 
Jewish identity and gender. 

She begins by describing 
Jewish girls' efforts to fit 
in among Catholic peers. 
By separating Jewish girls 
out during religion classes, 
teachers reminded them 
of their difference, despite 
the fact that the assimilated 
pupils had little knowledge 
of Jewish tradition. 

They thus became aware 
of difference as a penalty 
rather than as a pleasure . 
If Jewish boys encountered 
anti-Semitism in Viennese 
schools, their sisters experi
enced a doubled identity crisis: 
should they be Austrians, or 
Jews? Mothers, or workers? 

Based on two decades of 
library and archival research in 
Austria, Israel and the United 
States, Rose, an adjunct assis
tant professor of history at URI, 
argues that much of what we 
know about women reflects, in 
fact, men's notions of the ideal 
Jewish woman. By surveying 
rabbinic thought of the period as 
well as Zionist literature, Rose 
documents Jewish leaders' views 
on the"woman question." 

Focusing on the introduc-

Early Childh od Cent r 
at the JCCRI 

Portrait of Toni Stapler, 1924, 
from Alison Rose's book, Jewish 
Women in Fin de Siecle Vienna 

tion of confirmation ceremonies 
for Jewish girls, we learn how 
divided opinions on this ritual 
mirrored conflicting ideals for 
women: should their beauty be 
paraded in the temple? Should 
they know the "She ma?" Should 
they be called to the Torah? 

Rose distinguishes between 
the platitudes of Jewish elites 
and the attitudes of the commu
nity. If, in 1931, a rabbi sug
gested that girls be called to the 
Torah, he also proposed building 
a "covered staircase from the 
women's gallery directly to the 

~Curriculum Night 
t January 27, 2009 • 7-9pm 

-- FOR PROSPECTIVE & CURRENT P/\RENTS 

how our children learn. Our program inc'ludes mat.h, science, arts, Jewi:.h values, 

an,d literai:'y - all iri a hands•a,n se tti rig tha~ encourages exploration and pla~·. 

Center quJ<:k fad$: 

3 months· 5-years • NAEYC accredited 

Award•wlr1nlnq Jewish values program 

Reqqio lnsplr @od learnlr19 

To RSVP or 
for more info -call 

401-86b8800 · 
ext.130 

Ark so that the woman who 
is called up can ascend and 
descend unseen." This is not 
your mother's feminism. 

Rose lavishes attention 
on individual cases which 
illuminate the opportunities 
and obstacles newly-eman
cipated Jewish women faced 
iri academia, in politics , as 
doctors, psychoanalysts, 
philanthropists and artists. 

One memorable fi gure, 
Toni Stopler, took up her 
studies just as women began 
entering the university. In 
her memoirs, however, she 
recalls receiving a letter from 
her professor indicating that 
she need not attend "sensi
tive" lectures on rape and 
other violent crimes. Her 
discouragement, and the fact 

that women were not accepted 
to the faculty of law until after 
the 1920s, led her to give up 
hopes of becoming a lawyer. 

A chapter on literature and 
culture focuses on represen
tations of Jewish women in 
the arts scene as well as their 
contributions to it. Western 
Jewish women were portrayed 
as "ideological, intellectual and 
materialistic;" their Eastern · 
counterparts as "exotic, dark 
and Oriental." Rose shows how 
artists of the period used Jewish 
women to symbolize change 
and tradition to debate the 
values of a society in transition. 

The book is enriched by 
archival photos of Jewish 
women from that era, as well as 
examples of writing. These pas
sages allow the reader to "hear" 
the voices of women which 
otherwise might be forgotten. 

This book 's pre-war focus 
aLlows us to vividly picture the 
social setting which preceded 
the tragedy of the Holocaust: 
a rich landscape of emancipa
tion anc\ civic participation 
against which to better mea
sure what was lost. Likewise, 
Rose's historical account holds 
up a mirror against which 
to measure our difference as 
women and Jews today. 

In what ways are Provi
dence's Jewish women like 
Adelheid Popp, whose fac
tory work made her a cham
pion of the working poor? 

Are we sympathetic to 
Viennese women who felt 
themselves to be "Jews, but in 
the first place Austrians?" 

Or do we gravitate toward 
others who argued that 
youth needed Zionism to 
re-kindle Jewish life? 

Finally, have the glass ceil
ings that stifled our Jewish 
mothers been lifted or do we, 
like so many Jewish Vien
nese women, still experience 
our difference as limiting? 

Marcy Brink-Danan can be 
reached at mabrinkl@yahoo.com 
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MAGEVET 
Yale University's premier Jewish, 
Hebrew Md lsr.!leli Ji uppella 
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Sunday, February 1, 2009, 
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Admi:;sion: 
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$8 non•m embers. 
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JCCRI Front D1t&K twginn ing in early J ,m 1a ry. 

Cal l the JCCRI 401 861-880 0 for more mtor at io n. 
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Friday 
January23 
Lunch and Learn 
Roberta Mudge Humble speaks 
about her book, Rhode Island's 
Best First and Uniques. 

WHEN: 12:45 p.m. 

WHERE: JCC RI , 401 Elmgrove 
Ave., Providence 

MORE INFO: 861-8800, ext. 108 

Saturday 
January24 
Shabbat Story Time 
PJ Library program 

WHERE: Congregation Beth 
Sholom, 275 Camp St., Provi
dence 

WHEN: 10:30-1 1:30 a.m. 

MORE INFO: 331-0956 

Sunday 
January25 
Bar/Bat Mitzvah Expo 
Temple Sinai presents "Celebra 
•jon 2009 - a Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
Expo." Free, vendors include DJs, 
flo rists, ca terers, event planners, 
and photog raphers. 

WHERE: Temple Sinai, 30 Hagen 
Ave ., Cranston 

WHEN: 11 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

MORE INFO 942-8350 

Music with Preschool 
Sunday morning bagels and a 
craft activity re lating to Tu'B 
Shevat, followed by mu sic with 
De bbie Waldman. 

WHERE: Temple Beth-El , 70 
Orcha rd Ave., Providence 

WHEN: 9 15- 10:30 a.m. 

MORE INFO: 331-6070 

Sisterhood Book Review 
Discussion of The Zookeepers 
Wife by Diane Ackerman. 

WHERE: Temple To rat Yisrael , 
330 Park Ave ., Cranston 

WHEN: 10 a.m. 

MORE INFO 785-1800 

JOEL CHASNOFF will be per
forming at 3 p.m. on Sunday, 

Jan. 25, at Temple To rat Yisrael, 
330 Park Ave., in Cranston. 

Michelle Smoller is the opening 
act. Event is free and open 

to the community. 

Jewish Community Calendar 

Community MusicWorks 
The concert includes works by 
Shostakovich and a Lamentation 
composed in 1944 reflect ing on 
the victims of the Holocaust. 

WHERE: Temple Beth-El , 70 
Orchard Ave., Providence 

WHEN:4 p.m. 

MORE INFO: 33 1-6070 

Comedian Joel Chasnoff 
In a free community event, 
Temple Torat Yisrael presents 
an afternoon with Joel Chasnoff 
(rescheduled from December). 
Michell e Smaller will be the open
ing act 

WHEN: 3 p.m. 

WHERE: Temple Tor at Yisrael , 
330 Park Ave., Cranston 

MORE INFO: 785-1800 

Tuesday 
January 27 
Lunch and Learn 
Join Rabb i Amy Levin at the Grille 
for study and discussion of Jew
ish sources. 

WHEN : noon - 1 :30 - p.m. 

WHERE: Grille on Ma in, 50 Main 
St. , East Greenwich. 

MORE INFO: 785-1 800 

Robert Rubin 
Former Sec . of the Treasury Rob 
ert Rub in's talk will be broadcast 
as part of the Live from the 92nd 
St. Y program. 

WHEN : 8 p.m. 

WHERE: JC CRI , 401 El mg rove 
Ave., Providence 

MORE INFO: 861 -8800 

Early Childhood Curriculum 
Open to all current and prospec
tive parents of JCCRl 's Reggio
inspired Chi ldh ood Development 
Program. 

WHEN: 7 p.m. 

WHERE: JCCRI , 401 Elmg rove 

Ave., Providence 

MORE INFO 861-8800, ext 108 
Wednesday 

January28 
Workshop 
Free jam with the Afro-S emitic 
Experience, a jazz ensemble of 
Jewish and Afri ca n-American 
musicians. 

WHEN: 7:30 p.m. 

WHERE: URl's Multicultural 
Cente r Room 101 

MORE INFO: 874-2740 

See CALENDAR , Page 25 
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Yehuda Amichai: Through the lens of heartbreak 
Love story revealed 

of woman who broke 
Israeli poet's heart 

Bv ADAM Kmsc1-1 
Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

NEW YO RK (N EXTBOOK) 
- When H ollywood scouts 
look for new books to turn 

a movie, this is the moment 
when the present would dissolve 
and the epic past would surge 
back to life. 
In 1947, Yehuda Pfeuffer, as 
he was still known, fell in love 
with Ruth Z. when they were 
fellow students at a teacher's 
training college in J erusalem. 

It was the period when Jews, 
Arabs, and British occupiers 
were fighting an undeclared 
civil war, and the future of 
Jewish Palestine was still an 
open question. In this con
tex t, for Pfeuffer to "change 
the name of his forefathers" 

into screenplays, they probably 
don't spend much t ime w ith the 
cata log of Brandeis University 
Press. But underneath the schol
a rly surface of Yehuda Amichai: 
1J,e Making of I srael's National 
Poet, by Nili Scharf Gold , lies a 
blockbuster just waiting for the 
right director to come along. 

] magine a cross between 
Possession and Exodus - a story 
of love and literary detective 
work set aga inst the backdrop 
of Israel 's W ar of I ndepen
dence, complete w ith hidden 
love letters, tragi c parrings, and 
hero ic battles . That the hero of 
the story is Yehuda Amichai, 
Israel's g reatest poet and one of 
the major writers of the 20th 
century, is just the icing on the 
cake. 

YEHUDA AMICHAI, left and right, is considered Israel's greatest poet. His collection of poetry, center, 
covers more than four decades of his verses. 

to the "proud" Am ichai - "my 
nation lives" - was a defiant 
act of Zionist patriotism. 

According to Ruth, it was 
also a kind of betrothal; the 
couple chose the nam e together, 
"looking for a H ebrew name 
that would melodically comple
ment both 'Yehuda' and 'Ruth.'" 
Bt·• the name would not be 
shared, after all. At the end of 
August 1947, Ruth left Pal
estine for America, where she 
fell in love with another man 
and got married . Before the 
final rupture, however, the 
lovers corresponded for eight 
months; and if the parting The story opens in 1997, 

when Gold, a professor of 
modern H ebrew li terature at 
the University of Pennsylva
ni a, accompanies Amichai to a 
lectu re in New York. "W e sat 
in a back row at the end of a 
crowded hall and waited fo r the 

speaker to begin ," she writes in 
her introduction, "when sud
denly he touched my arm and 
said, almost in a whisper, 'D o 
you see, three rows in fro nt of 
us, nea r the ais le, a woman sits? 
Her name is Ruth Z. D o you 
remember the poem about the 
one who 'ran away to America'? 
I wrote it about her." 

That poem is "' H istory's 
Wings Beating, They Used to 
Say"' (as translated by Ben jam in 
and Barbara H arshav in Yehuda 
Amichai: A Life of Poet ry, 
1948-1994): 

1hose w ere days of great love 
and great destiny, 

1he fa reign power imposed a 

, _: · ·: we 're Celebrating-our 5th Anniversary! , .' 

In t·he Beginning ... 
The Creation of Tama risk 
began with the vision of 
the Jewish Seniors Agency 
of Rhode Island . It was 
through their vision , 
dedication and hard work 
that the dream was realized 
when our doors opened in 
September of 2003. 

cmfew 011 the city a11d closed 
Us far a sweet coupling i11 the 

room, 
Guarded by well-armed sol

diers. 
For jive shillings I changed the 

name of my forefathers 
Of the D iaspora into a proud 

Hebrew name matching hers. 
1hat {woman} ran off to 

America, got married to 
A dealer in spices, cinnamon, 

cardamom, 
And left me behind w ith my 

new name and the war. 

Amichai died in 2000, but 
two years later, Gold happened 
to be introduced to Ruth Z., the 
woma n who broke the poet's 

Since that time . we have 
been celebrating life by 
focusing on family, Jewish 
customs and traditions , 
and ensuring the utmost 

Touching the Lives of Seniors a"d their Families with Life Enriching 
Services and Amenities 

in safety and peace of mind . 

We are proud of the many 
lifestyle choices and services 
we have been able to offer 
to the community during 
the past 5 years and look 
forward to many rewarding 
years in the future. 

For more information, call 
Dianne: 401-732-0037 
www.tamariskri.org 

("~ A Communily ol Jewish Seniors Agency of Rhode Island • A Carelink Member 

TH E PH Y LL IS S I PER ST EIN 

TAMA RISK 
ASSISTED l1Vl NG R ESIO EN CE 

Where Life is Celebrated™ 

Spacious studio, one or two bedroom 
apartments and studio or compan ion 
apartments in our Renaissance 
Memory Support wing. 

3 Shalom Drive Warwick, RI 02886 

• A Kosher Assisted Living Residence 

heart. l n subsequent meetings, 
Gold writes, Ruth "unveiled 
a story that had been hidden 
fo r half a century" - the love 
story Amichai alluded to in his 
bitter poem , which is also, Gold 
argues, the sec ret history of hi s 
origins as a poet. 

What's more, Ruth showed 
Gold the kind of treasure that 
every scholar dreams about: a 
cache of some 100 letters writ
ten by the poet in 1947-8, in 
the most dramatic months of 
Israel's histo ry, which had never 
been seen by anothe r soul. 

No wonder that "when Ruth 
opened the box, my hea rt 
skipped a beat": ifit rea lly were 

was a torment for Arnichai the 
man, it was also a kind of boon 
to Amichai the poet. It gave 
him a devoted audience for his 
thoughts about the Hebrew Ian-

See AMICHAI, Page 18 
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Awake anti Sing! Jewish family drama from the Bronx 
Odets' classic 1935 

play retains 
its vibrancy 

Bv FRAN OSTENDORF 

Special lo The Voice & !-Jerald 

CLIFFORD ODET1 
Awake and Sing! is , 
an American cl 
sic, And, it's a ory 

with refreshing relcva to 
today's tough econoc,1c times. 

Written in 1935. ,t fo llows 
the struggles of aDepression
craJewish famiiy in the Bronx. 
They are a c),ssic New York 
working-c,'dss Jewish family 
of the er•. They talk about 
the w,r; they complain about 
hov things aren't like they 
u.-ed to be; they whine about 
che importance of having (or 
not having) a dollar. 

AWAKE AND SING!, as performed by the Gamm Theatre actors, is a show with relevance today. 

matriarch, indomitable Bessie, their lives are Bessie's brother the world ," Sulliva n said. 
"Sometimes people are 

afraid of older plays," said 
Fred Sullivan Jr., direc
tor of the show. "But this 
play is as fresh as a dai sy." 

rules the roost, which includes Morty and the bu ilding "super" Tony Estrella, artistic dircc-
hcr nebbishy husband Myron , Schlosser and Sa m Fcinsh- tor at the Gamm, plays Moc 
headstrong children ...;..____________________ Axelrod. "I love thi s 

The comedy/drama, which 
runs through Feb. 15 at the 
Gamm Theatre in Paw
tucket, was scheduled long 
befo re anyone knew what 
the economy would do. 

Ralphic and 1-lcnnic, 
her M arxist-leaning 
father, Jacob, and 
their boa rder M oe 
Axelrod, a small- time 
bookie who lost a leg 
in World War 1. 

Together, the 
fa mily copes with 

"This show is all about changing 
the rules, not succumbing to them." 

Tony Estrella 
artistic director, Gamm Theatre 

role," he sa id . "M oe 
is a tough guy. But 
he has a deep affec
tion for this fa mily." 

The ensemble com
pany of nine includes 
Gamm resident actors 
Wendy O verly who 

ThREE GENERATIONS 

Three generations of the 
Berger family live together 
in a Bronx tenement. Family 

financial hardship, bitter
ness and dreams of a brighter 
future. M oving in and out of 

reiber who marries Hennie, 
The message? "You can be 

ru led by fea r or you can change 

plays Bessie Berger 
and Sam Babbitt as Jacob, 

ew to the Gamm are M arc 
D ante Mancini as Ralphie and 

A Premier 
Overnight Camp 

Experience 
Oorah's summer camps, BoyZone and GirlZone, 
offer an exciting array of activities that appeal to the 
interests of every child. Our unparalleled staff members 
provide much warmth and individual attention to ensure 
the happiness and integration of each camper. 
\Xie look forward to giving your child a mort memorable 
rummer experience! 

only $1,299 

Oorah's 

GfrtZ•ne 
JUNE 26 - JULY 22 

1.877.GIRLZONE 

Diana Buirski as Hennie. 
The cast "worked hard ; 

this is as good as anything 
we1ve done," Sull ivan said . 

Odets, born in 1906 to Jewish 
parents in Philadelphia, wrote 
th is play while a charter member 
of the influ ential G roup The
atre in New York. He died in 
1963. I-le wrote during a dark 
ti me, bu t th is is not a dark tale. 
I t is upbeat and inspi rational 

"This show is ail about chang
ing the rules, not succumb-
ing to them," Estrella said . 

The relationships that develop 
between the characters - espe
cially between Ralphie and 
Jacob, the grandfather - are 
touchi ng to watch, especially 
in the intimate setting of the 
137-seat Gamm Theatre, 
They add to the inspira-
tional appea l of the show. 

Sull ivan said the play shows 
the American fami ly going 
fo rward even in difficult times. 
You arc drawn into th is New 
York City Jewish fami ly, but 
it is a universal story appea l
ing to all generations. 

Awake and Sing' runs through 
Feb. 15 al the Sandra Feinstein
Gamm Theat re, 172 Exchange St ., 
Pawtucket. Shows are 7bursday 
- Saturday al 8 p.m,; Sunday al 2 
and 7 p. m. T ickets are $24-SJ9. 
Call 723-4266 or go to www .art
tixri,org. Info at gammtheatre.org. 
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Despite powerful 
subject matter, the 

film is flawed 

B Y N ANCY K1 RSCI-I 

nkirsch@jfri.org 

I MAGI NE depending on 
strangers - and sheer perse
verance - to survive against 
all odds. During World 

War II, that is precisely how 
hundreds of Jews, of all ages and 
abilities, did when they joined 
up with the Bielski brothers in 
a partisan group, who fought 
the German Army to keep this 
rag-tag community together in 
the forests of Eastern Europe. 

This hard- to-believe, but 
trne, story is retold in the 
fil m, "Defiance;' directed by 
Edward Zwick, and based on 
the book, Defiance: the Bielski 
Partisans, by Nechama Tee. 

The film's retell ing of this 
amazing story - that these Jews 
survived, in the face of German 
soldiers, Russian soldiers' anti
Semitism, hunger and near-star
vation, typhus, bitter cold and 
internal conflict - is well-mean
ing, but ultimately, flawed. 

By avenging the kill ing of 
their parents, the Bielski brothers 
become known throughout the 
ghettos and villages of Eastern 
Europe. As a result, more and 

'Defiance' depicts a true story of Jewish heroes 
more Jews join up with 
them in the forest. 

Played by Daniel 
Craig, Tuvia Biel- • 

extent, by th, Ger
mans on the Je.vs . 

ski, the oldest of the 
three brothers, is a 
modern-day Moses. 
Like M oses in the 
wilderness, Tuvia had 
to deal with k!vetchers, 
uprisers and incom
petents. With one 
exception, he tolerated 
no dissent, even kill
ing a fellow Jew who 
openly challenged his 
leadership position. 

' -·= '4 

And why werqhe 
handsome Bielski \iroth
ers, who also includ,d 
the youngest brother, 
Asael , played by Jamie 
Bell , the only ones 
for nmate enough to 
have beautiful women 
as their forest wives? 

) 

' ~ c-~ "'-'- 1 _ ~-. ·· i_-, . . ~ \. '->-( t fi 
' ~ -~-- . / Ji·-., f I '• " . · - . '· lJ 

Why did some Jews 
only take their por
tion of food and others, 
many of whom went 
out to forage for food, 

-;, --~ - i, I 

The biblical allusions 

DANIEL CRAIG, portraying Tuvia Bielski, leads 
Jewish survivors in Defiance. believed they deserved 

an extra portion? 
were sometimes heavy-handed, 
sometimes less so: the conflicts 
between Tuvia and his younger 
brother, Zus, played by Liev Sch
reiber, played out in several ways, 
and were reminiscent of the 
brotherly battles of Cain and 
Abel, and Jacob and Esau. 

retaliation against a captu red 
German soldier, while ot!1ers 
were repulsed and horrified. 

The movie failed to fully 
develop many of the charac-

"Like Moses in the 
wilderness, Tuvia had 

to deal with kvetchers, 

Some of the situations 
seemed implausible at best: 
Just how could Tuvia and Zus 
walk th rough a Jewish ghetto, 
patrolled by German soldiers, 

and rescue dozens of Jews, 
without being accosted 
or detained , Just why did 
a seemingly anti-Semitic 
woman allow Jews to hide 

Other biblical allusions are 
clearly used. When the ever
growing group must traverse 
a body of water to escape the 
oncoming German Army, 
one cl1aracter talks about 

uprisers and incompetents." 
on her property, especially 
after suffering a hor-
rific event at the hands 

Moses parting the Red Sea 
and v,hy can't that happen here, 

It's no secret to those who 
know the Bielski brothers' story 
that violence was the norm, 
though some members of this 
self-formed community eagerly 
participated in a violent act of 

ters, nor did it give more than 
superficial attention to the 
conflicts among the Jews - a far 
more interesting subject than 
seeing violence upon violence 
perpetrated by the Jews on 
the Germans and, to a lesser 

of Gennan soldiers, 
And, there's the music, 

itself a discordant note. Where 
was that orcl1estra hiding in the 
forests of Eastern Europe? In 
"The Sound of Music," a dif
ferent iteration of W orld W ar 
II , orcl1estral music accom
panied Julie Andrews on her 

fro! ics across the mow1tains. 
Here, when the tension rose, 
orcl1estral music would swell, 
as if alerting viewers to the fact , 
"Pay attention, pay attention." 

"Defiance" characters speak 
predominantly in English, with 
passably-good Eastern Euro
pean accents, though some
'imes they lapsed into Polish; 
inthose cases, English subtitles 
Wei\ provided. Once or twice a 
H ebr"¥ prayer was offered; while 
that seer..ed appropriate, t!1e 
cl1aracters ,1se of both English 
and Polish ''ls disconcerting. 

The bucolic n rests, seen in 
fall , winter and Syring, were 
achingly beautifi.d;~en as 
t!iey sheltered the livh\g and 
dead - Jews and Germaqs. 
That so many of the Jews 
survived - for more than tw, 
years - in the fo rest is remark
able. According to film notes, 
t!1ey eventually built a school 
and a hospital in the forest. 

People died, men and women 
fell in love, and babies were born, 
people fought and reconciled - a 
trne com,mmity. Film notes also 
revealed that the descendants 
of these original Jews number 
in the tens of thousands. 

The best films draw viewers 
into the action - so that there's no 
sense of watching or observing. 
Sadly, given how powerful and 
positive this story ultimately is, 
the film didn't accomplish that. 

The, Wo,n,m's Alliance of the Jewish FuluatitJn of /Zfwde /suuul presents-

Thursday, February 19 
7:30pm 
URI Swan Hall Auditorium 
60 Upper College Road 
Kingston 

Sunday, March 1 
1:00 pm - 4:00 pm 
Phyllis Siperstein Tamarisk 
Assisted Living Center 
Shalom Drive 
Warwick 

Thursday, March 26 
10:00am 
Temple Sinai 
30 Hagen Avenue 
Cranston 

"Circumference" URI Hillel presents 
"Circumference," a sometimes hi larious, sometimes 
painful look at the ways we're led to love, loathe, 
reject and reclaim our bodies . Comic-actor, writer and 
storyteller, Amy Salloway performs her one-woman 
show. Made possible in part by the generous support 
of the Women's Alliance Endowment Fund. 
Transportation available: $10.00. 

RSVP by February 12th 
401.421 .4111 x163 or slachapelle@jfri.org 

Purim Mitzvah Day Bring the entire family to 
Tamari sk for our annual hamantaschen baking and 
mitzvah day. Activities will also include card making for 
American and Israeli sold iers, creating art work for our 
community seniors and packing shaloch manot bags 
to be delivered to nursing homes. Come in costume 
for a Purim parade around Tama risk and stay for PJ 
Library story time. Sign up for shaloch manot delivery 
and begin a new family tradition of mitzvot. 

RSVP by February 25th 
401.421 .4111 x163 or slachapelle@jfri.org 

Miriam "Shalom! I am Miriam, the sister of Aaron and 
Moses. So much has been written about me in the 
Torah and in Midrash. The events of our people, the 
voice of our G-d , and my own personality influenced 
my decisions to always intervene. Come along with 
me on my life's journey, and I will tell you the truth of 
who I really am; the good and the not so good." 
Presented by Leonore Sones. 

No fee. RSVP by March 23rd 
401 .421 .4111 x163 or slachapelle@jfri.org 

Thursday, April 23 
12:00 pm 
Jewish Federation of RI 
130 Sessions Street 
Providence 

Sunday, April 26 
8:00 am Registration 
9:00 am Walk Begins 
Colt State Park 
Hope Street 
Bristol 

Ethical Wills This workshop will provide an historic 
overview of an ancient Jewish tradition : Hebrew 
Ethical Will s. At the same time, participants will have 
an opportunity to consider the "essential truths" in 
their own lives, as they begin to formulate the ideas 
integral to writing their own ethical wills. Presented by 
Ruth Page. 

$10.00, lunch provided. Space is limited. 

RSVP by April 20th 
401.421.4111 x1 63 or slachapelle@jfri.org 

March of Dimes Walk America United we stand 
in the fight against birth defects in children. Jewish 
women from th roughout Rhode Island wil l join other 
members of the community as we take a five mile walk 
inI unity for children . Bring your families and stand 
under the banner of the Women 's Alliance of JFRI! 

The money raised from the March for Babies supports 
programs in our community that help moms have 
healthy, full-term pregnancies. And it funds research to 
find answers to the serious problems that threaten our 
babies. 

RSVP by April 12th 
401.421.4111 x163 slachapelle@jfri.org 

~cration 

~

Jewuh Have questions? Need more information about these events 
or how to get involved in The, Wtmm:s Alliancc,? 

Rhod, 
Island 

www.JFRl.org 

Contact Beth A. Dindas, Director of Women's Philanthropy 
401.421.4111 x174 or bdindas@jfri.org 

I 
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The importance of 
passing down family 

values, heritage 

W:EN IWAS 
owing up, there 
as a fairly Stan
ard structure 

to the average Jewish fa mily. 
It did not vary that much from 
most non-Jewish families. The 

Terna 
Gouse 

family consisted 
of parents, 
children, and 
anywhere from 
one to four 
grandparents, 
and this was 
amplified by 
an extension 
of aunts, 
uncles, cousins, 
and unre

lated individuals who were 
so much part of the family 
scene that everyone forgot 
that they had no blood ties. 

There was love and favoritism 
(not always disguised). Respect 
for parents or any older relative 
was mandatory. If you were 
lucky and your parents not 
overburdened, thete was fun 
and joy. Birthdays and Jewish 
holidays were treated as the 
most important days of the year; 
food, presents, games, and at 
least one child getting punished 

As WE GROW OLDER 

Our Jewish family past, present and future 
for some selfish actions 
were the norm . 

Our parents, siblings 
and their extended 
families were our closest 
friends, unless some 
disagreement resulted 
in a feud that closed 
down the relationship 
(a frequent occurrence). 

Parents, universally, 
had the same dream: 
they dreamt that life 
would be easier and 
more rewarding for their dul
dren than it had been for them. 

Most parents thought their 
children were very smart 
(geniuses, actually) and most of 
them were wrong. Many parents 
deprived themselves of 

family today. Due to medical 
advances, there are more living 
grandparents. And being a 
great-grandparent is no longer 
a novelty. The generation that 
has been so grossly referred 

may be harmful to those 
they l~ve .~o much. The 
word no seems to 
have been deleted from 
the parental language. 

On the whole, 
Boomers are caring 
offspring who do what
ever they can to assure 
comfort and safety fo r 
their failing parents. 

They, much more 
then their parents, 
involve themselves in 

all aspects of the lives of their 
kids. Sports, music, arts, crafts 
or whatever interests children 
develop become part of the lives 
of the entire family. Siblings 
become spectators. Fathers and 

pleasures to entertain or 
educate their children. 
And the children were 
the same t.hen as they are 
now. Some appreciated 
the sacrifices and others 
took them for granted. 

"Most parents thought their 
children were very smart 

(geniuses, actually) and most 
of them were wrong." 

mothers become trainers 
and carpoolers. Pride grows, 
as does sibling rivalry. 
Today's families have differ
ing values and, while some 
value tradi tions, others seem 
to ignore them. Materialism 
seems to have increased 
importance and values have 
certainly changed. 

Now, we are begin-
ning the year 2009. I feel 
comfortable sounding authori
tative because I have been the 
child, the mother, and the 
grandmother. When you have 
lived for nearly nine decades, 
people are not likely to contra
dict you, because who wants 
to offend such an old lady. 

THE JEWISH FAMILY TODAY 

So, let's look at the Jewish 

to as the "Boomers" is mostly 
more prosperous, more edu
cated, and more obese than 
we were, and strangely, more 
frustrated and more ambitious. 

They are less philanthropic 
than their parents were and often 
less tolerant than their elders. 

In raising their children, they 
have taken children to a level of 
indulgence and dependency that 

the adventures oi 

Then, the day arrives when 
todays loving parents realize 
that their children will go to 
college one day. Though many 
of them had that luxury because 
they or their parents (or both} 
saved for that day that would 
assure them a place in the sun, 
they have a different perspective 
for their sons and daughters . 
Yes, education of daughters is 

now valued as much as educa
tion of sons. Not in MY day! 

It is now assumed by all Jewish 
parents that it is their responsi
bility to come up with four years' 
tuition, even if it is more than 
they paid for the family home. 
Today's Jewish fanuly celebrates 
the same happy occasions that 
were celebrated in my pater-
nal home, but, differently. 

The celebration of my 
brother's bar mitzvah took 
place at home, with all rela
tives present. (No outsiders). 

My mother cooked, baked 
or roasted every morsel of 
appetizers, main courses and 
desserts. No paper dishes. No 
open bar. No disc jockey. The 
soda was kept cool by a large 
hunk of ice in the bathtub. he 
cousins all took home "doggie 
bags" of the home-made 
(strictly kosher, of course) 
gefilte fish and chopped liver. 

I will not try to project the 
next generation version of the 
Jewish family. It will be differ
ent, but I hope it will sensibly 
adopt the best of their lineage 
and continue to be caring and 
decent. The model displayed 
in the home is primary, but 
heritage and fanuly values that 
we pass on will assist their 
children the rest of their lives. 

Tema Gouse can be reached 
at nbgtpg@cox.net. 
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Aladdin, Sinbad & Ali Baba 

JCDS STUDENTS Talia Bessler (rear), Sam Usher, Yanaton Elyas
hiv, Evey Stein (obscured, holding American flag), Shir Kantor 
(obscured, only her back shows), and Sarah Silverstein discuss 

qualities of leadership with Robert Sarkisian (far right). 

JCDS students witness history 
PROVIDENCE - On 
Tuesday, Jan. 20, Jewish 
Community Day School 
OCDS) middle school 
students, along with several 
faculty members and Bureau 
of Jewish Education of 
Rhode Island (BJE/RI) staff, 
watched the inauguration 
of President Barack Obama 
in JFRI's conference room. 

In a leadership experience 
led by BJE/Rl's Commu
nity Education Associate 
Sam Grossberg, students 
discussed leadership quali
ties with Robert Sarkisian, 

JCDS' head of school. 
"Today we witnessed 

history being made," said 
Hannah Meharg. "I only 
wish that Martin Luther 
King, Jr., could be here to 
see the fantastic heights to 
which our country has risen." 

"Today was incredible," 
said Aaron Kaplan. "Obama 
is a symbol of hope - hope 
that we can all wo·rk together 
to repair our nation, and 
restore it to greatness." 

Time - and history - will 
tell whether Obama fulfills 
these students' expectations. 
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BPI BALLET 
PROVIDENCE 

401.421.ARTS 

Fri. 6 I 7:30 pm 
Sat 71 7:30pm 
Sur,.81 2:30 prn 

VMA Aris a nd Cultural Cenler 
I '!1U~' oi th f' ,\rt 

FEST IVALBALLET.COM 

... 
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AMICHAI: Israeli poet's lost love revealed 
From Page 14 

guage, Israeli nationhood, and 
the nature of poetry - the very 
themes that would shape his 
writing for the rest of his life. 

The letters, which Gold 
extensively paraphrases but does 
not quote at length, also reveal 
Amichai's genuine heroism at a 
moment of national danger. By 
day, he was a beloved elemen
tary school teacher in Haifa; by 
night, he was a soldier, patrol
ling the divided city. In Novem
ber 1947, he was on board a bus 
that was sprayed with gunfire; 
the man in the seat in front 
of him was 

famous hymn to the civilian 
virtues: 

Samson, his strength in his long 
black hair, 

My hair they sheared off when 
they made me a hero 

Perforce, and taught me to 
charge ahead. 

I want to die in my own bed. 
I saw you could live and furnish 

with grace 
Even a lion's maw, if you've got 

no other place. 
I don't even mind to die alone, to 

be dead, 
But I want to die 

in my own bed. 

language. "Amichai's relationship 
with Ruth Z.," she writes, "was 
only one of a number of sig
nificant facets of his life that he 
chose to camouflage in his verse." 
And the most important experi
ence Amichai chose to "camou
flage," Gold argues at length in 
the book's first section, was his 
childhood in Germany. 

It is no secret, of course, that 
from his birth in 1924 until his 
family fled Germany in 1936, 
Amichai was known as Ludwig 
Pfeuffer, or that German was his 
native language. Through close 
readings of his poems and drafts, 

however, Gold 
shows that killed. (The 

passengers 
believed that 
the gunmen 
were Brit-

"Ruth showed Gold the kind of treasure that German, and 
the landscape 
and people of 
Wurzburg, 
played a more 
significant role 
in his H ebrew 
verse than he 

ish soldiers, 
taking 
revenge for 
attacks by the 
Haganah.) In 

every scholar dreams about: a cache of some 
100 letters written by the poet in 1947-8, in 

the most dramatic months of Israel's history, 
which had never been seen by another soul." 

the following 
months, the initially apoliti
cal poet was prompted by such 
incidents to identify more and 
more with the national cause. 
When the U.N. voted to create 
a Jewish state, he wrote Ruth 
what Gold describes as "an 
exuberant and palpable depic
tion of the collective intoxica
tion on the streets of Haifa." 

Yet as Gold emphasizes, 
Amichai's Zionism was tem
pered, from the very beginning, 
with the mistrust of heroism and 
war that is so distinctive in his 
poetry. Already in the letters of 
1947-8, it is possible to recog
nize the poet of"I Want to Die 
in My Own Bed," Amichai's 

If the years of his affair with 
Ruth were so important to him, 
however, why did Amichai never 
write openly about her' Why did 
he even tell interviewers that it 
was his experience of combat in 
the Negev in 1948 that first made 
him want to be a poet, when it is 
clear from the Ruth correspon
dence that he was writing poetry 
long before the War oflndepen
dence? 

Here the biographical elements 
of Gold's book merge into her 
intriguing but debatable critical 
thesis. Amichai's main tech
nique as a writer, Gold argues, 
was "camouflage": the deliberate 
concealing of autobiographical 
traumas under abstract poetic 

usually admit
ted. 

Indeed, Gold even found 
German drafts of some Hebrew 
poems, as well as injunctions or 
reminders the poet addressed 
to himself in his first language. 
Above all, Amichai was haunted 
by the unbearably tragic story of 
"Little Ruth" Hanover, his best 
friend from childhood, who lost 
a leg in an accident and was later 
killed in the Holocaust. Not until 
very late in his life did Amichai 
write openly about her in verse, 
in the poem "Little Ruth:" 

And what happened to the 
unused years of your lift? 

Are they still packed away in 
pretty bundles, 

Were they added to my lift? Did 

ALISON: My less than triumphant re-emergence 
From Page 2 

the government for assistance 
in order to move their fami
lies away from the trauma, 
but have been denied. 

They have no money to 
move, and there are no buyers 
on the horizon who are inter
ested in purchasing a house on 
the frontlines. Then, of course, 
there was the mass exodus of 
residents of the north during 
the Second Lebanon War 
in the summer of 2006, as 
children were transported en 

masse to camps and programs 
- anything to get them out 
of the line office of upwards 
of 300 Katyushas per day 
- and their parents followed, 
scrounging for a place to stay, 
anywhere south of Haifa. 

And now, here we are, with 
the population of southern 
Israel - perhaps the last bas
tion of whatever we could have 

, perceived as safety - under 
fire. It is as if we are all mice 
in a cage, running back and 
forth and in every which way, 
trying to figure out where the 
"right place" to be is, with no 
one realizing that in real-
ity, there is no such thing. 

The three natio11al news 
channels, all of which have 
been covering the daily 
developments incessantly, 
all have their own clever 
names for our current situa
tion. Channel 2 calls it "The 
War with Hamas," while 
Channel 1 refers politely to 
"The Fighting in Gaza." 

I think Channel 10 is my 
favorite - every time the news 
comes back after a commer
cial break, the screen is filled 
with a fast-paced montage of 
pictures of burning buildings 
and ~ssam rocket impact 
craters, as the catchy head-

line, "The South Under Fue," 
shoots in from the side. 

The radio channel dedi
cated to the southern part 
of the country uses the same 
title, which is said in a man's 
deep, almost soothing, voice 
- "HaDaroooomm ... Tacbaaat 
Esssshbhhh." I remember 
that it took about six monl;hs 
after the Second Lebanon 
War for the government 
to finally admit that a war 
had in fact taken place; 
throughout the war itself' 
it was referred to only as "a 
campaign." I keep wonder
ing what this latest "incident" 
will be called in six months. · 

To read the longer, complete 
version of this column, please 
go to our web site, JVHRl.org, 
under "Topics and Columns. 

you turn me 
Into your bank of love like the 

banks in Switzerland 
Where assets are preserved even 

after their owners are dead? 

For Gold, finding German 
traces in Amichai's Hebrew 
poetry has profound political 
implications. It proves that 
Israeli culture cannot be as 
completely severed from its 
Diasporic roots as the first 

generation oflsraelis hoped. In 
biographical if not in critical 
terms, Gold 's book is revelatory 
and will certainly change the 
way we read and think about 
"Israel 's national poet." 

Adam Kirsch is the author 
o[Benjamin Disraeli, a new 
biography in Nextbook'sjewish 
Encounters series. R eprinted from 
Nextbook.org, a new read on 
Jewish culture. 
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R.I. INTERFAITH COALITION PRAYER VIGIL 
MAXINE RICHMAN AND MARTY COOPER confer during the 
Rhode Island Interfaith Coalition prayer vigil held on Jan. 6 
in the rotunda of the Rhode Island Statehouse. The event 
drew a diverse and colorful crowd of more than 300 indi
viduals; and Rabbi Alan Flam, Rabbi Peter Stein and Maxine 
Rich.man were among the speakers. 

If you're not eating 
CASERTA's you're 
not eating pizza! 

s1-11 OFF 

A Rhode Island Tradition for over 50 years 
Parking available 

TAKE OUT 272-3618 or 621-3618 or 621-9190 
JV 

1I 
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WAR: With cease-fire in place, the battle now rages over outcomes 
From Page 1 

Israel by destroying as much 
ofHamas' military infrastruc
ture as possible, preventing it 
from being replaced and creat
ing a new deterrent equation 
to make Hamas think twice 
before again provoking Israel. 

Judged by these standards, 
the war seems to have been 
an outstanding success. 

The Israel Defense Forces 
achieved both strategic and 
tactical surprise. Hamas did 

in the Middle East as a whole. 
This sends a two-fold mes

sage: To the radical lran-Syria
Hezbollah-Hamas axis, it warns 
not to take Israel lightly; to the 
moderate, pro-Western Egypt
Jordan-Saudi Arabia camp, the 
message is to be bolder in con
fronting extremist rejectionists. 

Critics on the right, however, 
say the government did not go 
far enough. They maintain that 
by stopping the fighting too 
soon, the government let slip 

ffAMAs'Dll.EMMA 
The war also leaves Hamas 

facing a huge dilemma: whether 
to spend the meager resources it 
has on acquiring new weapons, 
how to smuggle them into Gaza, 
if it decides to buy them, and 
whether to risk another massive 
Israeli retaliation ifit uses them. 
"I don't think they will do 
it again soon, and if they 
do they will be hit hard 
again," Israeli Foreign Min-
ister Tzipi Livni said. 

see further showdowns between 
Israel and Hamas. Such confron
tations inRame Egyptian public 
opinion and strengthen domestic 
Islamic opposition led by the 
Egyptian branch of the Muslim 
Brotherhood, of which Hamas is 
an ideological offshoot and ally. 

Until now, the Egyptians have 
failed to stop local Bedouins 
and others from conducting 
lucrative arms trades through 
the Sinai Desert and in tunnels 
under the Egypt-Gaza border. 

As they approached Gaza, 

States on arms smuggling. A 
secret appendix talks about 
close intelligence cooperation on 
Iranian maritime movements. 

The memorandum also specifi
cally gives Israel the go-ahead 
to attack smuggling tunnels 
along the border if all other 
efforts to stop the flow of arms 
from Egypt into Gaza fail. 

not expect anything like the 
ferocity of the Israeli onslaught; 

by a golden 
opportunity 
to topple 
the Hamas 
regime. 

--------------------------- the Bedouins, 

Egypt, which hosted six Euro
pean leaders, has emergecj as the 
main regional victor in the crisis. 
It brokered the new Hamas-lsrael 
cease-fire, it is taking on a major 
role against arms smuggling and 
it is pressing Hamas and the 
more moderate Fatah organiza
tion, which runs the Palestinian 
Authority, to establish a national 
unity government to rebuild 
Gaza and talk peace with Israel. 

it was caught on the first day 
unprepared for war, and it was 
surprised again later when the 
army was able to jam remote 
control devices meant to detonate 
scores of booby-trapped buildings 
on advancing Israeli soldiers. 

Right-
wingers are 
skeptical, too, 
about whether 
Egypt and 
other mem
bers of the 

"The outcome of the·war is also having a 
major impact on the Israeli election, which is 
three weeks away. Whichever side is able to 
dominate the narrative of the war's outcome 

who were paid 
enormous sums 
by H amas, often 
would bribe 
Egyptian border 
guards to let 
them through. 

During the fighting, the 
military said that more than 
500 militiamen were killed 

likely will determine who becomes Israel's 
next prim~ minister." 

The Ameri
cans and the 
Germans have 
offered Egypt 

Whether Gaza is rebuilt 
with Western, Arab or Ira
nian money, by Fatah or by 
Hamas, could be crucial in 
shaping the political orienta
tion of its beleaguered people. 

and the vast majority of Hamas 
weapons' stores and rocket 
manufacturing workshops 
were destroyed - including 
dozens of medium-range Grad 
rockets supplied by Iran. 

Israeli military intelligence says 
the IDF's performance in the 
war, its firepower, relatively low 
human losses, accurate intelli
gence, and pinpoint coordination 
between air, ground and naval 
forces has gone a long way toward 
restoring Israeli deterrence - not 
only with regard to Hamas, but 

international 
community will be able to keep 
their commitments to prevent the 
rearmament of Hamas in Gaza. 

Meanwhile, critics on the left 
say the fighting went on too long, 
that its relatively modest goals 
could have been achieved much 
earlier and that the large number 
of Palestinian civilian casualties, 
deplorable in and of itself, will 
hurt Israel's international stand
ing and breed a new generation 
of Palestinian fanatics unwilling 
to make peace on any terms. 

You are cordiallv invited to 
t/tunl 8talnlfj 

,,, dl.,tu,}atdf.ltaal&,}til& 
J)ott~/w,,,(/am1P '8'2~u tuVJpntfrlt.o~ '8iluzi! 

Enjoy an evening of noshing, 
schmoozing, and dancing with 
DJ Kickin' Al. 

Saturday, March 28th 
8 pm 'ti1 your groove runs out * Temple Sina~ 30 Hagen Ave., Cranston 

Tf!!YNJilmi 
for information, call 942-8350 
www. templesinairi.oix 

Tickets are $50 
per person. 

The Israeli government is also 
confident that a string of new 
agreements with Egypt, the 
Europeans and the United States 
on blocking arms traffic into 
Gaza will prove effective. 
Officials say there is a new seri
ousness to do so by Egypt, which 
has both regional and domestic 
reasons for wanting to keep 
Hamas weak. The Egyptians 
have no desire to see the long 
arm of their bitter regional foe, 
Iran, being strengthened on their 
doorstep, nor do they want to 

state-of-the art equipment to 
detect smuggling tunnels and 
pick up would-be smugglers. The 
United States and some of the 
European countries - notably 
Britain, F ranee, Germany and 
Italy - want to cut off the arms 
even before they reach Egypt. 
They are offering to patrol the 
high seas to intercept any poten
tial arms shipments from Iran 
to Egypt or directly to Gaza. In 
Washington last week, Livni 
signed a new memorandum of 
understanding with the United 

Not surprisingly, the outcome 
of the war is also having a major 
impact on the Israeli election, 
which is three weeks away. 
During the war Defense Min
ister Ehud Barak, the archi-
tect of the war and leader of 
Israel's Labor Party, saw his poll 
numbers rise at the expense of 
right-wing opposition leader 
Benjamin Netanyahu ofLikud. 

That delivered gains to Livni, 
who has been running a close 
second behind Netanyahu. 

• 
CAMPlQB!EN'S POND 
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www.campJorl.com 
• New features for Day camp 
• Transportation from 

Providence and Warwick, 
• Two week sessions starting 

June 30 through August 19 
• Increased activity choices 
• Wednesday night overnights 
• Getting ready to step into 
· overnight camping 

• Spirited family style 
meals in our·dining hall 

• Dietary laws observed 
• Programs provided 

by our Israeli staff 

FOR REGISTRAnON INFORMAnON CONTACT: 
CAMP JORI, 1065 Worden's Pond, Wakefield, RI 
CALL: 401-463-3170 
Email: campjori@hotmail.com 
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From Page 1 

MEMORIAL: Plans f!ilOving ahead 
planned memoriaUs-u'nknown 
at this point. "ft will depend 
on the design proposals," said 
Stern, who noted that fu nds 
also would be needed for 
maintenance of the memorial. 

community about the harms 
JFRI Holocaust Memorial Committee 

advocate David Newman, was 
dismissed at his request, accord
ing to Stern, before Newman's 
death. Leonard Newman, 
David Newman's son, now 

of intolerance. "I have watched 
how visitors respond emotion
ally to the Boston Holocaust 
M emorial, and how the visi
tors have been strongly moved 

by the experience. sits on the memo
rial committee. "Many of the survivors have been 

moved to tears to learn that the 
"M any of the 

survivors have 
been moved to 
tears to learn that 
the memorial is 

memorial is moving forward." 

I want to create a 
similar kind of memo
rial here in Rhode 
Island ," he sa id. 

Stern said he was 
humbled to be part 
of the effort to build 
the Rhode Island 
H olocaust Memorial. 
"I see it as a strong, 
positive statement 
about the future," 

moving forward," 
Stern said, in a 
recent interview 
in Providence. 

Further, Stern 
said that David 
Newman's efforts on behalf of 
this project will be honored 
as part of the memorial. 

The cost of building the 

Herb Stern 
Chair of JFRI Holocaust 
Memorial Committee 

Stern said he sees the planned 
Rhode Island H olocaust 
Memorial as an important 
teaching tool fo r the entire 

he said . "At the same time, we 
are continuing to build our 
Jewish community here." 

Operating Defrition 
of the Holocaust: 

The systematic, bureaucratic, 
state-sponsored persecution 
and murder of approximately 
six million Jews by the Nazi 
regime and its collaborators. 

Purpase of the 11emorial 
The purpose of the Rhode Island 

Holocaust Memorial is to honor 
and remember the six million Jews 
who perished in the Holocaust, to 
honor the Holocaust survivors of 
Rhode Island and their service to 
the community, and to serve as a 
public, critical cornerstone in Holo
caust education in Rhode Island. 

Cllllgt Ill the Committee: 
The ad hoc Committee for a 

Rhode Island Holocaust Memo
rial will be charged with: 

• Write/publish notice of 
a des~ competition, indud
lng the budget limit 

• Choose winning design 
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• Oversight of instal
lation process 

• Assist in communications with 
the City of Providence and other 
government offices as necessary 

• Assist in raising funds to 
pay for design, construction, 
and installation as necessary 

• Participate in planning and 
holding of a dedication ceremony 
upon installation of project 

nembersof the Committee: 
Herb Stem, Chair 
Alice Goldstein (survivor) 
Rabbi Peter Stein (Chair, 

RI Board of Rabbis) 
Peter Mezel (President. 

HERCRI) 
Sanford Gorodetsky (Presi-

dent. RI Jewish War Vets) 
Leonard Newman 
David Brandt (survivor) 
Marty & Helene Weis-

man (survivors) 
Oaire Roche, JFRI/BJE Staff 
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Hirsch named R.-1._. Foundation board chair 

Prayers for 
PHDS grad'ilate 
EFFY SHAFNER, of 
Sharon, Mass .• a gradu
ate of Providence 
Hebrew Day School 
(PHDS), is serving in 
the IDF. As a measure 
of support, students 

PROVIDENCE - The board 
of directors of The Rhode 
Island Foundation elected 
David M. Hirsch, chairman 
and CEO of Vertex Distri
bution and philanthropist, 
chairman, effective Jan. 1. fo r 
a term to run through 2011. 
Hirsch has served on the 
board of d irec tors since 2003 
and as cha irman of the invest
ment committee since 2004. 

Hirsch is past chairman of 
the Miriam Hospital Founda
tion and served as co-chair
man of the Wheeler School 
Centennial Fund. H e is also 
a past trustee of the National 
Conference for Community 
Justice (now Rhode Island 
fo r Community Justice). 
His involvement in Jewish 
philanthropy includes posi
tions as past president and 

campaign s;J:iairman of the 
Jewish Federation of Rhode 
Island, as past vice presi
dent of the Jewish Com
munity Center, and as past 
national vice-chairman of 
the United Jewish Appeal. 

Hirsch and his wife, 
Hope A lperin Hirsch, hold 
three endowments at the 
Foundation: the Initiative 
for Nonprofit Excellence 
Fund, the Minna Schachter 
Fund and the Alperin 
Hirsch Family Fund. 

The Rhode Island Founda
tion was fou nded in 1916. 
In 2008, it made grants 
of more than S27 mi!!ion 
to more than 1,000 organi
zations, and accepted some 
S43 mi!!ion in new gifts. 

Di IC 

Photo courtesy o f Th e Rhode Is land Foundation 

David Hirsch 

Jewish comic to 
entertain: Come 

at PHDS will dedicate 
their prayers and Torah 
study to the safety of 
Israel's soldiers and will 
donate funds to ZAKA, 
the agency that ensures 
Israeli soldiers killed in 
action receive Jewish 
burials. 

NCJW college scholarships available one, come all 
CRANST ON - Jewish 
comedian Joel Chasnoff 
offers fun family entertain
ment on Jan. 25 at 3 p.m. at 
Temple Torat Yisrael, 330 
Park Avenue, Cranston. 
Chasnoff' s opening act 

Cranston Senior Guild plans 
tai chai, casino trip 

CRANSTON - The Cranston 
Senior Guild will meet on 
Wednesday, Feb. 4, at 1 p.m. 
at Temple Torat Yisrael, 330 
Park Avenue, Cranston. This 
month's program will be tai chi, 
demonstrated by Robert McMa
nus. A raffie and refreshments 
will follow the presentation. 

On Feb. 11, the Guild will 
travel to Foxwoods Casino. The 

per member fee ofS20 includes 
a Sl0 lunch coupon and a free 
Keno card to play at Foxwoods. 

For more information on the 
January meeting, contact Eleanor 
R oss, the Guild's publicity chair 
person, at 723-8580. To reserve 
your seat on the Foxwoods Casino 
trip or for more information, 
contact Judah R osen at 942-0985. 

"If urinary issues 
are keeping you 
from enjoying life ... 

CRANSTON - The Nat ional 
Council of Jewish Women 
(NCJW) Rhode Island Sec
tion wi ll award scholarships 
to Rhode Island residents 
who will attend college in the 
fa ll of 2009. Grants will be 
awarded based on evidence 
of involvement in community 
service, academic worth i-
ness and financial need. The 
NCJW, the oldest Jewish 

.. . yo u should know t hat seve ra l new treatment s are avai labl e 

to make th ings better. Some are gentler t ha n o lder treatments; 

others address problem s t hat cou ld n' t be helped in t he pas t. 

If you're gett ing up 3. 4 or mo re lim es in t he ni g h!, if you dread 

Dr. Jaffee is a Diplomate 
of the American Board 
of Urology and a 
member of the 
Medical Staff at 

s neez ing. cough ing or even la ugh ing. l in v ite you to 

call my office to arrange for a n eva lua l ion. Then we' ll 

ta lk about how th ese new l"rea l m e nls mig h t relieve the 

urinary iss ues and hdp you ge l hack l.o enjoy ing lil'c." ' 

Daniel C. Jaffee, MD 
( 401) 275-8110 Offices in Cranston. Warren and West Warw ick 

The Miriam Hospital. 

UROLOGIC 
SPECIALISTS 
OF N IEW IEN GL AN D, U C 

women's organization in the 
country, views its scholar
ship program as part of its 
commitment to community 
service and social action. 

The deadline for request-
ing applications is March 20, 
2009. Write Estelle Fradin, 
scholarship chairwoman, at 130 
D eerfield Rd., Cranston, R.1. 
02920, or cal! 942- 4486. 

is Michelle Smoller. 
Sponsored by the lea S. 

and Anna Galkin Charitable 
Trust, the program, The 
Comedy of Joel Chasnoff, is 
vfree and open to the public. 

Originally booked for 
December 21, the event was 
rescheduled for Jan . 25. 

SALE 20 - 60% off our 
already reduced prices! 

~ 
lll!!!IIII 

Ju«cUd 
discount shoe boutique 

401.383.9777 
808 Hope St. (Hope Village) 

Providence 



Regional Hadassah president to speak 
on the environment and green issues 

Bv RHODE ISLAND CHAPTER 

OFHADASSAH 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

"The Environment - Being 
Responsible to our Planet" is 
Ellen Masters' theme of her 
talk at the open board meeting 
of the Rhode Island Chapter 
ofHadassah at 10:30 a.m. 
on Feb. 8, in the community 
room at Tamarisk Assisted 
Living in Warwick. The public 
is invited to this free event. 

President of the W estern New 
England Region ofHadassah, 
Ellen Masters is a member of 
a three-generation H adassah 
family, and has led many facets 
of H adassah's work, includ-
ing membership, fundrai sing, 
education, and youth aliyah. 
She has had a decades-long 

career as a teacher in public 
and religious schools, and as 
a synagogue and community 
leader. Her interests extend to 
teaching Holocaust Studies. 

The "Experience Hadas-
sah" series acquaints mem-
bers and the general public 
with the dynamic innovations 
being made by the American 
W omen's Zionist Organization 
of America in carrying out its 
mission, which includes caring 
for our environment. H adassah's 
operations and facilities are all 
in the process of"going green ." 

Tamarisk A ssisted Living 
is at 3 Shalom D rive in 
Warw ick. For information and 
directions, call the chapter office 
at 463-3636, or email rhode
islandchapter@hadassah.org. 

D'VARTORAH 

Photo courtesy o f R.I. Chapter o f Hadassah 

ELLEN MASTERS, regional 
Hadassah president, will speak 

on Feb. 8. 

· Personal autonomy allows us to create powerful 
relationships with God and mankind 

PARASHAT VA-ERA 
the Torah?" It is free will that against free will is death. 

6:2-9:35 What seems to be a death makes the poetry of the proph-
With God 's gift of .free match between God and free ets so soulful, the dance in the 

w ill, we are each responsible will is actually a lover's embrace. desert so joyful, and the prayers 
fa r our choices A s frustrating as it is to our ere- that we utter music to God 's ear. 

Bv RABBI ZoE KLEIN ator, free will allows us to be in Free will poses a great chal-
a true relationship. This is illus- lenge to us, as Dr. Eugene 

Special to Ihe Voice & Herald trated by author Holly Bea in an Borowitz wrote in Choices in 

R RSAHAT VA-ERA elegant explanation written for Modern Jewish Ihought: "Post-
resents a vicious cosmic . children, Where Does God Live? modern liberal Jewish thought 

battle. In one corner, is "Although God wants us needs to be fully dialectical. It 
the earthbound god Pharaoh, to love God, God wants us to should not make Judaism subser-
regal and golden. In the other choose to do it just the way we vient to a truth derived from the 
corner is God's earthly emissary choose to love anyone else. God culture, as the old liberals did, 
Moses, dusty and tongue-tied. could have made us like robots, yet it should not require the sac-
We're told that this battle ---------------- rifice of personal autonomy: to 
is for freedom. Indeed: the Torah as orthodoxy still 
God versus free will. "It is free will that makes demands. Instead, it must 

Moses rushes at Pha- the poetry of the prophets live in a dynamic balance 
raoh, landing five blows of tradition and autonomy." 
on Pharaoh's body politic: so soulful, the dance in the Essentially, the challenge of 

blood, frogs, lice, insects, desert so joyful, and the free will is the challenge to 
and cattle disease. Pharaoh be human, to rise above our 
shields himself by harden- prayers that we utter music instinctive animalism, to 
ing his heart. God had to God's ear." participate in a world infused 
tried to impose reverence with dazzling romance and 
on the people of Egypt, but ---------------- meaning through covenant. 
Pharaoh remains stand- doing whatever God wants · In his book - Who is Man? 
ing. Score: free will 5, God 0. whenever God wants it, but - Rabbi Abraham Joshua Hes-

New strategy. God hardens then we would not be the kinds cbel calmed the war between 
Pharaoh's heart and delivers of people we are and what we God and free will while he 
five more punches: boils, hail, did would not count, because awakened the love between the 
locusts, darkness, and death the only things that count are two. Heschel wrote: "Do I exist 
of the firstborn. At the end of the things you decide to do as a human being? My answer 
our parashat, a battered Pha- with your own free choice." is: I am commanded- therefore 
raoh whimpers, "The Eternal Personal autonomy, the I am. There is a built-in sense of 
is in the right, and I and my cornerstone of liberal Jewish indebtedness in the conscious-
people are in the wrong . .. " thought; is viewed by some as ness of man, an awareness of 
(Exodus 9:27) Pharaoh sue- an obstacle to creating a true owing gratitude, of being called 
cumbs. The children oflsrael go relationship with God. How- upon at certain moments to 
free, but is free will defeated? ever, autonomy is actually the reciprocate, to answer, to live in 

No sooner had they left foundation of a covenantal a way that is compatible with the 
than Pharaoh and his court- relationship. Maimonides grandeur and mystery of living." 
iers had a change of heart and emphasizes this in a powerful 
sent armies to attack them, statement: "If God had decreed 
only to be crushed in the Sea that a person should be either 
of Reeds. Free will prevails righteous or wicked ... what room 
until its last breath. It appears would there be for the whole of 
that Qod's only weapon 

Rabbi Zoe Klein serves 
Temple Isaiah in Los Angeles, 
Calif Ibis puce is reprinted 
with permission from the 
Union for Reform Judaism. 
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BROWN 
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A Commitment to Liberal Education 

Spring Classes Begin February 2, 2009 

Course Offerings include: 

Language I Writing I Humanities I Sciences 

For a full course listing and on line registration visit: 

www. brown .ed u/ con tin u i ngstud i es 
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BOCA RATON MIAMI BEACH 
RESORT & CLUB RESORT 
BOCA RATON, FLORIDA MIAMI BEACH, FLORIDA 
A legendary and historic resort, Our 17th year. Sun. fu n 
clearly one of the world 's and fa bulous food at this 
greatest hotels. beautifu l oceanfront resort. 
Fabulous golf & tennis Entire Hotel Kosher 
fac il ities. for Passover. 

Catering by - Catering by 
""' Prestige Caterers GLATT Prestige Caterers GLATT 

KOSHER KOSHER 

GRAN MELIA ARIZONA 
PUERTO RICO BILTMORE 
COCO BEACH, RIO GRANDE RESORT& SPA 
Spectacular 4 diamond PHOENIX, ARIZONA 
oceanfront resort adjacent An extraordinary world-class to two Trump championship 
golf courses. resort and spa that brings luxury 
Breathtaking lagoon pool. · and ambiance to new levels. 

All rooms are Junior Suites. 
In cooperation 

Catering by GLATT 
with VIP Passover. Phoenix Vaad 

Prestige Caterers KOSHER GLATT KOSHER 

HOTEL AUGUSTUS GRAN MELIA 
FORTE DEi MARMI, ITALY PALACIO DE ISORA 
On the Ital ian Riviera, th is TENERIFE, SPAIN 
beautiful oceanfront resort is 
perfectly located for exciting Brand-new, 5 star luxury, 

sightseeing & shopping. stunning oceanfront resort 

Entire Hotel Kosher in the Canary Islands. All rooms 

for Passover. are Demi & Master Suites. 
Beautiful weather. 

GLATT Great sightseeing. GLATT 

C~tering by 
KO SHER KOSHER 

Rabbi Garelik, Catering by Rabbi Garelik, 
Minkowitz Caterers M ilan M inkowitz Caterers Milan 

I ASK us AIOUT OUR • GLAn KOSIER SUlllllll CIMIIS I 
N\( II 718-528-0700 • 800-223-2624 
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Obituaries 
Albert L. Bensusan, 88 

WARWICK - Albert Bensusan 
of Brentwood Nursing Home, 
died Jan. 11, at the Home. He 
was the husband of the late 
Clare (Simon) Bensusan. Born in 
Brookline, Mass., a son of the late 
Nathan and Ida (Brooks) Bensu
san, he had lived in Warwick for 
six years, previously residing in 
East Greenwich and Cranston. 

He was an engineer with Brier 
Mfg. for many years before becom
ing the owner of Bugbee & Niles 
Co., Inc. in Providence for six years, 
until his retirement in 1986. He 
was a graduate of Massachusetts 

• 
Institute of Technol
ogy and a World War 
II Army Air Corps 

veteran, serving in India. 
He was a founding member of 

Temple Sinai, a member of the 
East Greenwich Yacht Club, a Big 
Brother and an active participant in 
the Brown Learning Community. 

He was the father of Rick Ben
susan and his wife, Ellen, of Bristol, 
and Leslie Paine and her husband, 
Herbert Holman, of Oakland, Calif. 
Brother of the late Howard Bensu
san and Sally Sherman Baker, and 
grandfather of Carli, Ari and Zach. 

Fpmily and friends are invited 
to celebrate his life at a memorial 
gathering on Jan. 31, at 12:30 p.m. 
in Warren. Please RSVP for exact 
location to Leslie Paine at 510-
469-4616, e-mail to Leslie_jo@ 
comcast.net, or call Shalom 
Memorial Chapel at 463-7771. 
Contributions in his memory may 
be made to your favorite char-
ity or to Big Brothers of R.I. 

Theodore "Teddy" 
Feinstein, 85 

WARWICK - Theodore "Teddy" 
Feinstein, of 311 Hardig Rd., 
C-105, died Jan. 3 at Eleanor 
Slater Hospital. He was the 
husband of Marilyn (Pusar) 
Feinstein of Warwick. They 

were married for 60 years. 
Born in Brooklyn, N.Y., he was 

a son of the late Joseph and Eva 
(Kaminsky) Feinstein. He was 
the owner of the former Sunbury 
Dress Company in West Warwick. 
~ He was a World War II 
~ Army veteran, serving 

in the South Pacific, 
and a member of Temple Emanu
EI and the Jewish War Veterans. 

Father of Ava Lindberg and her 
husband, Mark, of Standish, Maine; 
and Peri Coken and her husband, 
Lee, of Pawtucket. Brother of 
Jerome Feinstein of East Green
wich, Benton Feinstein of Vir
ginia Beach, Va., Rosalie Busgang 
of Pa., and Harris Feinstein of 
Warwick. Grandfather of Joshua, 
Hannah, Daniel and Amber. 

Contributions may be made to 
Alliance for Better Long Term Care, 
422 Post Rd., Warwick, R.I. 02888. 

Anne S. Furman, 88 
CRANSTON - Anne S. Furman, 
of Mason Ave., died Jan. 5, at 
Philip Hulitar Inpatient Center, 
Providence. She was the wife 
of the late George Furman. 

Born in Poland, a daughter of 
the late Jacob and Hilda (Fineman) 
Shapiro, she had lived in Cranston 
for 54 years. She was active with 
the Cranston Senior Center. 

She was the mother of Dr. 
Ronald Furman of Cranston 
and Sheryl Stein of Vienna, Va.; 
and the sister of the late Harold 
Shapiro and Rebecca Garbatsky. 
She also leaves six grandchildren. 

Contributions may be made 
to your favorite charity. 

Esther Karten, 87 
BROOKLINE, Mass. - Esther 
Karten, a Jewish educator, died 
Jan. 11. Born in Winthrop, Mass., 
she and her late husband, Israel, 
were among the founders of the 
Cranston Jewish Center and was 
the first teacher in its Hebrew 
School. She taught at Temple 

The Only Local 
Family-Owned 

Jewish Funeral Home 
in Rhode Island 

1100 New London Avenue 

Cranston, RI 02920 

Tel.: 463-777 I 
Toll-free: l-877-463-7771 
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Beth-El in Providence for many 
years. She became the Director of 
Religious Education at Temple Beth 
Elohim of Wellesley and then joined 
the staff of the Bureau of Jewish 
Education of Greater Boston, where 
she served until her retirement 
in 1988 as a consultant to the 
lay and professional leadership 
of congregational schools. In 
retirement, she was an active 
member of Temple Israel of Boston. 

She leaves her children, Carol 
and David Mersky of Newton, 
Mass., and Ruth and Norman 
Spack of Brookline, Mass.; eight 
grandchildren, Adam Mersky and 
Abigail Harmon of Needham, Mass., 
Rebecca and Arthur Sneider of 
Brookline, Mass., Rachel and Craig 
Woda of Providence, and Jonathan 
Spack and Hagar Berlin of San 
Francisco, Calif. She also leaves sev
en great-grandchildren, Moriah and 
Isabel Mersky, William, Zachary and 
Annabelle Sneider, and Jordan and 
Elias Woda: her brother and sister
in-law, Reevan and Natalie Levine 
and her sister, Florence Abramson. 

Janet Kessler, 50 
SEEKONK, Mass. - Janet Lynn 
(Ziff) Kessler, of Seekonk and 
formerly of West Roxbury, 
Mass., died on Jan. 1. She was 
the wife of Barry Kessler and the 
former wife of Mark Perkins. 

The daughter of Maurice and 
Elaine (Kabatznick) Ziff, she was 
the mother of Bryan and Steven 
Perkins. She leaves her sister, Susan 
Boig, and companion, Joseph DiSci-

- ullo. She also leaves her best friend, 
Donna Bradbury. She was a teacher 
in the Seekonk, Mass. schools and 
a Mary Kay beauty consultant. 

Contributions may be made to 
American Cancer Society, 20 Speen 
St., Framingham, Mass. 01701. 

Owen Bruce Kwasha, 82 
PALM BEACH GARDENS, Fla. 
- Owen Kwasha died on Jan. 
11 at Palm Beach Gardens. He 
was the husband of Beverly 
(Strauss) Kwasha for 57 years. 

Born on Jan. 2, 1927 in New 
Brunswick, N.J. to the late L. 
James Kwasha and lrme (Kaufman) 
Kwasha, he was formerly the 
owner of Eagle Cornice Company 
in Cranston. He resided in Cranston 
until 1989 when he and Beverly 
moved to Palm Beach Gardens. 

He also leaves his daughter, 
Kathy Hamilton and her husband, 
Joseph L. Hamilton. His daughter 
Karen Jacober and her husband Jeff 
Jacober, predeceased him, as did 
his grandson Eric Jacober, and his 
sister Carol Sugarman. He leaves 
his grandchildren, Megan Hamilton, 
David Jacober, Kristen O 'Neill and 
her husband Dr. Michael J. O'Neill, 
and Michael Jacober. He also leaves 
his sister Lenore Beranbaum and 
several nieces and a nephew. 

A 1951 graduate of the Univer
sity of Rhode Island, a member 
of the Phi Kappa Phi Society and 
Alpha Epsilon Pi Fraternity. 

He was a World War 
~ II Army veteran , serving 
~ as a first lieutenant. He 

was a member of Temple 
Beth-El, Toure Fraternal, B'nai Brith 
and the Anti-Defamation League. 
He was a past president of Ledge
mont Country Club in Seekonk. 
Mass. and Eastpoint Country Club 
in Palm Beach Gardens, Fla. 

Contributions may be made 
to the charity of your choice. 

Jacob Landes, 89 
WARWICK - Jacob Landes, 
of West Shore Health Center, 
died Jan. 12 at the Center. He 
was the husband of the late 
Louvan (Pitcher) Landes. 

Born in Providence, a son of the 
late Nathan and Rebecca (Bilgrier) 
Landes, he had lived in Warwick for 
many years. A graduate of Brown 
University, he was a personnel 
supervisor for Narragansett Electric 
for 28 years. He was a World 

• 
War II Army veteran, 
serving in Europe. 
He was a member 
of the former Con

gregation Sons of Abraham. 

He was the brother of the late 
Harry, Isadore and Samuel Landes; 
uncle of Jerald Landes of Florida, 
Steven Landes of Connecticut 
and Neil Landes of Warwick; and 
great-uncle of two great-nephews. 

Contributions in his memory 
may be made to Home and 
Hospice Care of R.I., 169 George 
St., Pawtucket, R.I. 02860. 

Jason Z. Levine, 87 
SINGER ISLAND, Fla. - Jason 
Levine died Dec. 26 in Florida. He 
is survived by his wife Rosalind 
(Levitt) Levine, his children, Dr. 
Mark Levine (Lisa) , Dr. Richard 
Levine (Susan), and Diane Yermack 
(Larry), and six grandchildren. He 
also leaves his brother, George 
Levine, and his sister, Doris Fisher. 

Born in Woonsocket, a son 
of the late Robert Levine and 
Rebecca (Eisenberg) Levine, he 
lived there for 60 years. He had 
served as a president of Con
gregation B'nai Israel in Woon
socket and worked with many 
other charitable organizations. 

He was president of Roberts, 
Inc., a chain of children's cloth
ing shops in Rhode Island, and a 
president of the Youth Fashion 
Guild in New York. He retired in 
1981 and started a new career 
as a computer consultant. 

Contributions in his memory 
may be sent to MAZON, 1990 
South Bundy Drive Los Angeles, 
Calif. 90025 or The Sky Train, 41 
Madison Ave., New York, N.Y. 10010 

Rose Plitt 
SARASOTA, Fla. - Rose Plitt died 
on Jan. 6. She was the mother 
of Arthur and Miriam, and sister 
of Arlene and Jane. She was 
the grandmother of Hugh, Seth, 
Jessica and Robin, and great
grandmother of Elianna Mia. 

Donations in her memory may be 
made to Alzheimer's Association of 
R.I. or Home & Hospice Care of R.I. 

Continuing our century-old tradition 
of service to the Jewish community. 

* 

Locally operated to meet your personal needs 
with compassion and sensitivity 
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Albert L. Bensusan, 88 
WARWICK - Albert Bensusan 
of Brentwood Nursing Home, 
died Jan. 11, at the Home. He 
was the husband of the late 
Clare (Simon) Bensusan. Born in 
Brookline, Mass., a son of the late 
Nathan and Ida (Brooks) Bensu
san, he had lived in Warwick for 
six years, previously residing in 
East Greenwich and Cranston. 

He was an engineer with Brier 
Mfg. for many years before becom
ing the owner of Bugbee & Niles 
Co., Inc. in Providence for six years, 
until his retirement in 1986. He 
was a graduate of Massachusetts 

• 
Institute of Technol
ogy and a World War 
II Army Air Corps 

veteran, serving in India. 
He was a founding member of 

Temple Sinai, a member of the 
East Greenwich Yacht Club, a Big 
Brother and an active participant in 
the Brown Learning Community. 

He was the father of Rick Ben
susan and his wife, Ellen, of Bristol, 
and Leslie Paine and her husband, 
Herbert Holman, of Oakland, Calif. 
Brother of the late Howard Bensu
san and Sally Sherman Baker, and 
grandfather of Carli, Ari and Zach. 

Family and friends are invited 
to celebrate his life at a memorial 
gathering on Jan. 31, at 12:30 p.m. 
in Warren. Please RSVP for exact 
location to Leslie Paine at Sl0-
469-4616, e-mail to Leslie_jo@ 
comcast.net, or call Shalom 
Memorial Chapel at 463-7771. 
Contributions in his memory may 
be made to your favorite char-
ity or to Big Brothers of R.I. 

Theodore "Teddy" 
Feinstein, 85 

WARWICK - Theodore "Teddy" 
Feinstein, of 311 Hardig Rd., 
C-105, died Jan. 3 at Eleanor 
Slater Hospital. He was the 
husband of Marilyn (Pusar) 
Feinstein of Warwick. They 

were married for 60 years. 
Born in Brooklyn, N.Y., he was 

a son of the late Joseph and Eva 
(Kaminsky) Feinstein. He was 
the owner of the former Sunbury 
Dress Company in West Warwick. 
~ He was a World War II 
~ Army veteran, serving 

in the South Pacific, 
and a member of Temple Emanu
EI and the Jewish War Veterans. 

Father of Ava Lindberg and her 
husband, Mark, of Standish, Maine; 
and Peri Coken and her husband, 
Lee, of Pawtucket. Brother of 
Jerome Feinstein of East Green
wich, Benton Feinstein of Vir
ginia Beach, Va., Rosalie Busgang 
of Pa., and Harris Feinstein of 
Warwick. Grandfather of Joshua, 
Hannah, Daniel and Amber. 

Contributions may be made to 
Alliance for Better Long Term Care, 
422 Post Rd., Warwick, R.I. 02888. 

Anne S. Furman, 88 
CRANSTON - Anne S. Furman, 
of Mason Ave., died Jan. 5, at 
Philip Hulitar Inpatient Center, 
Providence. She was the wife 
of the late George Furman. 

Born in Poland, a daughter of 
the late Jacob and Hilda (Fineman) 
Shapiro, she had lived in Cranston 
for 54 years. She was active with 
the Cranston Senior Center. 

She was the mother of Dr. 
Ronald Furman of Cranston 
and Sheryl Stein of Vienna, Va.; 
and the sister of the late Harold 
Shapiro and Rebecca Garbatsky. 
She also leaves six grandchildren. 

Contributions may be made 
to your favorite charity. 

Esther Karten, 87 
BROOKLINE, Mass. - Esther 
Karten, a Jewish educator, died 
Jan. 11. Born in Winthrop, Mass., 
she and her late husband, Israel, 
were among the founders of the 
Cranston Jewish Center and was 
the first teacher in its Hebrew 
School. She taught at Temple 
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Beth-El in Providence for many 
years. She became the Director of 
Religious Education at Temple Beth 
Elohim of Wellesley and then joined 
the staff of the Bureau of Jewish 
Education of Greater Boston, where 
she served until her retirement 
in 1988 as a consultant to the 
lay and professional leadership 
of congregational schools. In 
retirement, she was an active 
member of Temple Israel of Boston. 

She leaves her children, Carol 
and David Mersky of Newton, 
Mass., and Ruth and Norman 
Spack of Brookline, Mass.; eight 
grandchildren, Adam Mersky and 
Abigail Harmon of Needham, Mass., 
Rebecca and Arthur Sneider of 
Brookline, Mass., Rachel and Craig 
Woda of Providence, and Jonathan 
Spack and Hagar Berlin of San 
Francisco, Calif. She also leaves sev
en great-grandchildren, Moriah and 
Isabel Mersky, William, Zachary and 
Annabelle Sneider, and Jordan and 
Elias Woda; her brother and sister
in-law, Reevan and Natalie Levine 
and her sister, Florence Abramson. 

Janet Kessler, 50 
SEEKONK, Mass. - Janet Lynn 
(Ziff) Kessler, of Seekonk and 
formerly of West Roxbury, 
Mass., died on Jan. 1. She was 
the wife of Barry Kessler and the 
former wife of Mark Perkins. 

The daughter of Maurice and 
Elaine (Kabatznick) Ziff, she was 
the mother of Bryan and Steven 
Perkins. She leaves her sister, Susan 
Boig, and companion, Joseph DiSci-

- ullo. She also leaves her best friend, 
Donna Bradbury. She was a teacher 
in the Seekonk, Mass. schools and 
a Mary Kay beauty consultant. 

Contributions may be made to 
American Cancer Society, 20 Speen 
St., Framingham, Mass. 01701. 

Owen Bruce Kwasha, 82 
PALM BEACH GARDENS, Fla. 
- Owen Kwasha died on Jan. 
11 at Palm Beach Gardens. He 
was the husband of Beverly 
(Strauss) Kwasha for 57 years. 

Born on Jan. 2, 1927 in New 
Brunswick, N.J. to the late L. 
James Kwasha and lrme (Kaufman) 
Kwasha, he was formerly the 
owner of Eagle Cornice Company 
in Cranston. He resided in Cranston 
until 1989 when he and Beverly 
moved to Palm Beach Gardens. 

He also leaves his daughter, 
Kathy Hamilton and her husband, 
Joseph L. Hamilton. His daughter 
Karen Jacober and her husband Jeff 
Jacober, predeceased him, as did 
his grandson Eric Jacober, and his 
sister Carol Sugarman. He leaves 
his grandchildren, Megan Hamilton, 
David Jacober, Kristen O'Neill and 
her husband Dr. Michael J. O'Neill, 
and Michael Jacober. He also leaves 
his sister Lenore Beranbaum and 
several nieces and a nephew. 

A 1951 graduate of the Univer
sity of Rhode Island, a member 
of the Phi Kappa Phi Society and 
Alpha Epsilon Pi Fraternity. 

He was a World War 
~ II Army veteran, serving 
~ as a first lieutenant. He 

was a member of Temple 
Beth-El, Touro Fraternal, B'nai Brith 
and the Anti -Defamation League. 
He was a past president of Ledge
mont Country Club in Seekonk, 
Mass. and Eastpoint Country Club 
in Palm Beach Gardens, Fla. 

Contributions may be made 
to the charity of your choice. 

Jacob Landes, 89 
WARWICK - Jacob Landes, 
of West Shore Health Center, 
died Jan. 12 at the Center. He 
was the husband of the late 
Louvan (Pitcher) Landes. 

Born in Providence, a son of the 
late Nathan and Rebecca (Bilgrier) 
Landes, he had lived in Warwick for 
many years. A graduate of Brown 
University, he was a personnel 
supervisor for Narragansett Electric 
for 28 years. He was a World 

• 
War II Army veteran, 
serving in Europe. 
He was a member 
of the former Con

gregation Sons of Abraham. 

He was the brother of the late 
Harry, Isadore and Samuel Landes; 
uncle of Jerald Landes of Florida, 
Steven Landes of Connecticut 
and Neil Landes of Warwick; and 
great-uncle of two great-nephews. 

Contributions in his memory 
may be made to Home and 
Hospice Care of R.I., 169 George 
St., Pawtucket, R.I. 02860. 

Jason Z. Levine, 87 
SINGER ISLAND, Fla. - Jason 
Levine died Dec. 26 in Florida. He 
is survived by his wife Rosalind 
( Levitt) Levine, his children, Dr. 
Mark Levine (Lisa) , Dr. Richard 
Levine (Susan), and Diane Yermack 
(Larry), and six grandchildren. He 
also leaves his brother, George 
Levine, and his sister, Doris Fisher. 

Born in Woonsocket, a son 
of the late Robert Levine and 
Rebecca (Eisenberg) Levine, he 
lived there for 60 years. He had 
served as a president of Con
gregation B'nai Israel in Woon
socket and worked with many 
other charitable organizations. 

He was president of Roberts, 
Inc., a chain of children's cloth
ing shops in Rhode Island, and a 
president of the Youth Fashion 
Guild in New York. He retired in 
1981 and started a new career 
as a computer consultant. 

Contributions in his memory 
may be sent to MAZON, 1990 
South Bundy Drive Los Angeles, 
Calif. 90025 or The Sky Train, 41 
Madison Ave., New York, N.Y. 10010 

Rose Plitt 
SARASOTA, Fla. - Rose Plitt died 
on Jan. 6. She was the mother 
of Arthur and Miriam, and sister 
of Arlene and Jane. She was 
the grandmother of Hugh, Seth, 
Jessica and Robin, and great
grandmother of Elianna Mia. 

Donations in her memory may be 
made to Alzheimer's Association of 
R.I. or Home & Hospice Care of R.I. 
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SUGARMAN~ 
l.'NAI MEMORIAL~ l 

CHAPEL !!!:.~ 
· 458 Hope Street, Providence, RI 
(401) 331-8094 • 1-800-447-1267 

Fax: (401) 331 -9379 

Ira Jay Fleisher, Funeral Director 

Jill E. Sugarman, Funeral Director 

Meinber of the Jewish Funeral Directors of America 
Certified by the Rhode Island Board of Rabbis 

Call for a free preneed planning guide. * 



CALENDAR 

From Page 13 

Thursday 
January29 
Concert 
Afro-Semitic Experience 

WHERE: URl's Fine Arts Center 
Concert Hall 

WHEN: 7:30 p.m. 

COST: $3 students, $10 others 

MORE INFO: 874-2740 

Friday 
January30 
Community Shabbat Dinner for 
young families 
Co-sponsored by Shalom Play
group, along with The Network, 
JFRl's Young Leadership Division, 
the JCC, Mothers Circle and PJ 
Library. 

WHEN: 5:45 p.m. 

WHERE: JCCRI, in the Social 
Hall , 401 Elmgrove Ave., Provi 
dence 

COST: $25 per family 

MORE INFO: 421 -4111 , ext. 169, 
or e-mail wjoering@JFRl.org 

Silver Sneakers Exercise 
Class 
Work out and work up an appetite 
for Lunch and Learn, which fol
lows at noon. 

WHERE: JCCRI, 401 Elmgrove 
Ave., Providence 

WHEN: 11 a.m. 

MORE INFO: 861-8800, ext. 108 

Sunday 
Februaryt 
A Capella Concert 
Amy Dison, Christina Crowder, 
Michael Goldberg and Magevet, 
from Yale University. 

WHEN: 2 p.m. 

WHERE: JCCRI, 401 Elmgrove 
Ave ., Providence 

MORE INFO: 861 -8800 

COST: $5 members, $8 non-mem-
bers 

Blood Drive 
Opportunity to observe the 
mitzvah of saving a life 

WHEN: 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

WHERE: Temple To rat Yisrael, 

The Jewish Community 

Calendar in The Voice 

& Herald lists events 

that are open to the 

public and of interest to 

the Jewish community 

in Rhode Island and 

Southeastern Massachu-
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Jewish Community Calendar 

Photo by Bra nco Ga ka 

"FIDDLER ON THE ROOF," starring Topol as Tevye, is coming to the Providence Performing Arts Center 
from Feb. 10 to 15. Call 421-ARTS for information, tickets. 

330 Park Ave., Cranston 

MORE INFO: 785- 1800 

Monday 
February2 
Biggest Loser Challenge 
Eight-week competition begins at 
JCCRI. Includes fitne ss assess
ment, nutrition counseling, weekly 
fitness challenges and prizes. 

WHERE: JCCRI, 401 Elmgrove 
Ave., Providence 

MORE INFO: 861 -8800, ext. 149. 

COST: Fee will be charged 

setts. The deadline for 

calendar events is two 

weeks before the actual 

publication date of the 

issue. For instance, for 

the issue dated Feb. 

6, items will need to 

be received by Jan. 26. 

Wednesday 
February4 
Jewish and Christian Under
standing 
Rabbi Jack Bemporad will speak 
about the challenges facing bet
ter understanding. 

WHEN:7p.m. 

WHERE: Feinstein Academic 
Center, Providence College, 
Room 400 

MORE INFO: 865-2274 

Thursday 

Please send all potential 

items to voiceherald@ 

jfri.org, with the sub-

ject line, Calendar Item. 

Space limitations and 

editorial considerations 

may limit what items 

are included_ 
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Circle of Consolation 
Group provides support for those 
mourning loss of loved ones. 

WHEN: 7:30 p.m. 

WHERE: Temple Torat Yisrael, 
330 Park Ave., Cranston 

MORE INFO: 785-1800 

PJ Library Event 
Hosted as part of the JCDS Book 
Club 

WHEN: 3:30-4:30 p.m. 

WHERE: Jewish Community Day 
School, 85 Taft Ave., Provi
dence 

MORE INFO: 751 -2470 

Friday 
February6 
Lunch and Learn 
Discussion by URI Pharmacy 
Outreach program on drug inter
action. 

WHEN: 11 :15 a.m., speaker, fol
lowed by lunch at noon 

WHERE: JCCRI, 401 Elmgrove 
Ave., Providence 

MORE INFO: 861-8800 

Sunday 
February 8 
Being Responsible To Our 
Planet 
Ellen K. Masters, president of the 
Western New England chapter of 
Hadassah, will speak. 

WHEN: 10:30 a.m. 

WHERE: Tamarisk Assisted 
Living, 3 Shalom Drive, 
Warwick 

MORE INFO: 463-3636 

JEFFREY B. PINE, PC 
Attorneys at Liw 

BD 

Criminal lleffllse 
Personal lnjlly/5erious Auidents 
Cm and lusinfflUtigaeion 
Cotporatel~ 

Attorneys 
JEFFREY B. PINE 

H ARRIS K. W EINER 

K EVIN J. PATRON! 

321 Soum Main Sttcet. Suite 302 
Pro.;dencc, RI 02903 

Td, 401-35 1-8200 Far. 401 -351-9032 
E-mail: jbp@pindaw.com 

www.pinclaw.com 
TheRl~Ccu1..._ll-,.tinh~ 
inctarli. The eoi..tasm mwe«c:aw,.., 
lawyel1•1r1elplftwspedaistinpt~<r1Qdice. 
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Carol Schneider 
Member of the 

#l Gammons Team 
Realtor since 1983 

• Multi-million dollar producer 

• Serving all of Rhode Is land 
Exceeding 

your expectations ~ Prudential 
J Gammons Realty 

401-374-3774 

® E-mail: carolsl 949@gmail.com 
Cl 2005, An independently owned and operated member of Prudential Real Emte AffilliltC$, In<. 

Prudenliill is a Sffl'ice m<1A of The Prudential lnwrance Company of Americ.t, Equal Hou5ing0pportunrty 

hinking ,about camp this summer? 
It's not too late! 

CAIN' YOUNG JU1)AEA 
Kemsttt J. komreich 

I 

.... 
~· .. 

JI,, 
.;. 

(781) 237-9410 ar cy!flh9GOl.co"' 

@ KASHRUTH ALERT 
11'1111: . Pillsbury Sweet Minis 

,,_Cl: 1. Mini Donuts (UPC #018000157815) 
2. Brownie Bites (UPC #018000157822) 
3. Chocolate Chip Cookies (UPC #018000157839) 

Cl■IIII: General Mills Sales Inc.,- Minneapolis, MN ,_ 
These products were originally manufactured as certified. They are for 
use in individual cups at convenience stores. The integrity• of the cup 

~~~~:f~~t ~:i!t~~~~Pk~~~~e~i~~-store level and the product 

TIWI ~ ,_,--,--,t Is Nln{I NluuedfortM bMelN oltM llt»/Nrpublk. 
To•~ eo "-hmthAlwts orrw..-,., ~ 1/fsltour...n» 

- .ouA-OlbW".o,v 

The true meaning of life is to plant mes under 
whose shade yo11 do not exped to sit. 

Nelson Henderson 

Include Providence Public Library in your will. 
One of the most enduring acts of your lifetime. 
To learn more: 401.455.8011 or www.provlib.org. 

tcS 959 North Mmn SIJ'l!lll 
J>ro>;llkl,ce . RI 00.'104 
(401 ) ~i.4 962 
""'w Jlim .org 

Home ( are Solutions 

OurldtfH'III.,., '1llhrtg 
stalf lfl sflllJlabla to 

#$/s1Wlthyoµ,
personslsnd ~,,_. 

ONLYOUftNMIEHMCtwllGl!G ,......., ...... ,_ .... _ .. ..__ 
,INlllll'...,IIIMNHoaea.. .............. 

Dorothy #Dotty• Nelson 

COMMUNITY 

Pho tos cou rtesy o f Jew ish Fami ly Servi ce 

Marcia Riesman 

Jewish Family Service celebrates 80 years 
Gala will honor 
Dorothy ''Dotty" 

Nelson and 
Marcia Riesman 

BvJFSSTAFF 
Special lo 1he Voice & Herald 

Country Club in Seekonk, 
Mass. "We will be celebrating 
the agency and those who 
started it in 1929 - the year 
the stock market crashed." 

"We look foiward to a spe
cial evening honoring all of our 
donors to JFS, especially the 
octogenarians. Dotty Nelson 
and Marcia Riesman have 
been role models to many of 
us in the Jewish community 
for several decades," says Mitzi 
Berkelhammer, a board member 

served as JFS board presidents. 
Dotty Nelson, who turned 95 

in December 2008, is engaging, 
energetic, and still very much 
connected to the work she did 
as presicfent from 1977 to 1979. 
Nelson has continued to support 
JFS' counseling program by 
endowing the "Dorothy Nelson ..
Center of Jewish Life." Nelson .
said, "We did our best (with the 
Soviet refugees) and it was an 
enriching, rewarding experience." 

Marcia Riesman, JFS' second 

JEWISH Family Service 
(TFS) will celebrate 80 years 
of service to Rhode Island 
and nearby Massachusetts. 

nded in 1929, the agency 
has been devoted to sustaining, 
nurturing and strengthening 
the emotional and general 
well-being of families and 
individuals throughout the 
life cycles, regardless of reli
gion. JFS programs include 
comprehensive counseling, 
refugee resettlement, home 
care and services for the 
elderly, adoption options, 
and a kosher meal site. 

"Dotty Nelson and Marcia 
Riesman have been role 

models in the Jewish 

female president from 1985 
to 1988, is smart, savvy, 
and still in touch with the 
agency's work. "I enjoyed 
being president and all we 
were doing at the time . .. 
most exciting was the Soviet 
immigration," said Riesman. 

"We're 80," said Denise 
Winston, JFS board member 
and co-chair for the April 
26 gala event at Ledgemont 

community for decades." 

Mitzi Berkelhammer 

and co-chair of the event. 
Dorothy "Dotty" Nelson, 

at 95 years old, and Marcia 
Riesman, in her 80s, are two 
of ortly three women to have 

Invitations lo the 80th 
anniversary event, with cock
tails and a silent auction, will 

be mailed in March. To receive an 
invitation or far more information, 
contact Behiye O/dro at 331-1244. 

~ Voice & Herald Classifieds 
NARRAGANSETT PIER 
NEWLY RENOVATED 

HOUSE 
Great Location! 4bed/2 

bath House Available. Now or 
Summer for Rent. 5 Minute walk 
to beach, restaurants, shops, 
supermarket. Please no smokers 
or pets. For serious inquiries, 
please call (401) 862-9774 

3 BEDROOM APARTMENT 
Oak Hill/East Side, 697 East 

Avenue. Eat-in-kitchen, den, 
off-street parking, washer/dryer. 
No smoking permitted. $875 
a month plus utilities. Contact 
Jeffrey Brier 401-837-4475 or 
jgbrier@aol.com For photo & 
more details check craigslist . 

NARRAGANSETT 
SUMMER RENTAL 

House in town, 3 Bed/2Bath 
walk to beach. Othmar Street. 
Bi-monthly or Monthly 401-345-
3797. 



WE ARE READ ____________ Je_wi_·s_h _Vo_ice_ &_He_ra_ld_ January 23, 2009 PAGE 27 

We are read everywhere 
Where in the world will we go next? 

ED AND MARLENE GREENE 
of Cranston traveled to 
Shigeshwara, Romania. #I 

future 

MEREDITH SINEL (LEFT), ABBY SEIGLE AND AMY SEIGLE in Austin, 
Texas with their copy of The Voice & Herald. 

JERI to hold satellite office visits 
PROVIDENCE - Jewish 
Eldercare of Rhode Island 
GERI), a Jewish Seniors 
Agency program, will hold 
office hours on Feb. 5 from 
10:30 a.m. to noon at Temple 
Shalom, 223 Valley Rd., 
Middletown; on Feb. 9 at 
Bright View Commons, 57 A 
Grandville Court, Wake
field, from 1 p.m. to 2:30 
p.m.; and on Feb. 12 at Con
gregation B'nai Israel, 224 
Prospect St., Woonsocket, 

from 2:30 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
The topic will be "Options 

for the Senior Community," 
and both Susan Adler, JERI 
director, and Ethan Adler, 
JERI assistant director, will 
attend the sessions. 

For further information or to 
set up an appointment, contact 
Susan Adler at 621-5374 or 
sadler-jeri@jsari,org. For gen
eral iriformation, visit the ]SA 
w ebsite at wwwjsari.org. 

~ 

Cabe San Lucas, Mexico 
WHO SAYS the young don't 

" 

read newspapers? On their 
recent trip to Cabo San 
Lucas, the offspring of Mark 
and Cindy Feinstein, Brock 
and Jamie Manville, Alan 
and Marianne Litwin, and 
John and Susan Froehlich, 
found time to read The Voice 
& Herald. Pictured left to 
right, are: Hannah Feinstein, 
Drew Manville, Madison 
Litwin, David Litwin, Michael 
Feinstein, Will Manville, Sam 
Feinstein, Allie Froehlich and 
Ben Froehlich. 

_.,41 

Zihuatenejo\ Mexigo 

MURIEL COHEN, left , and 
VICKI MOSS are at the pier at 

Zihuatenejo, Mexico with their 
copy of The Voice & Herald. 

" looks like sushi for dinner," p_::,,...:3,S 
they wrote. - :-~-,;:::_~ - ----r- - s · ......_ I 

" ~ -
, • C' , , _,:_ . ., •. . . . ·. '" ·, ,,7/~;.••·: '/;:Jt:>,. · ~:?-;_F~S 

··;Ne>r~fie.r~ Israel.~~ T~ej!eit'=ex_citing :?~:, 
.·,· chapter 1n Israel's history . ,. ;:.,-~ 

Take advantage of an unprecedentecl ,picfrieering"initiative 
to bring English-speaking Qlim tC:, lsriel_'[ North. . · 

GREAT JOB 
OPPORTUNITIES 

VIBRANT 
COMMUNITIES 

SCENIC 
SURROUNDINGS 

Enhanced Financial Packages • Vehicle Subsidies 
Employment Assistance • Social Support & Resources 

---·--------·-------------·-··-----------·-·-----·-~-------------

N ef i~h B'Nefesh 
1-866-4-ALIYAH • gonorth@nbn.org.il • www.gonorth.org.il 

;/X ·,tt 1~1. ~· ;~~;.~:;;.1~ ~;~;ton 
'\ii/I J<•wl,h Ag<mcy 10, tsr.wl 
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Gorgeous 
dress

gorgeous 
bride. 

Page 39 ~ BRIDAL 2009 SHOWCASE 
A special supplement of The Jewish Voice & I-Jerald 

Mud can 
lead to 
beauty 

• - , Page38 

27 Tevet 5769 Vol. XI - Issue II www."vhri.or Ja'nuar 23, 2009 

How to inject gender equality into a Jewish wedding in Israel 
Alison Stern Perez 
shares the story of 
her wedding in 

Jerusalem 
Bv AL1s0N STERN Prnt:z 

Alison_ Golub@hotmail.com TO (grossly) paraphrase 
Mark Twain, the 
rumors about my 
absence have been 

greatly exaggerated. I was 
recently in Providence for a 
short visit, and found out, to 

my great surprise, that the 
most fascinating rumors have 
been swirling around as to the 
reasons for my hiatus from 
writing for The Voice & Herald. 

PART ONE 
One friend told me she 

had heard, and personally 
debunked, the theory that I 
had decided not to go through 
with my wedding last year, 
and had stopped writing out of 
embarrassment and shame. 

Another had heard that my 
readers were convinced that 
my husband was sick again 
and we were in the throes of 
life-and-death decisions. 

Yet another had been told 
through the grapevine that I 
had decided to move back to 

America, and so "Alison on 
Aliyah" had become defunct. 

Let me take this opportuniry 
now, finally, to thank you all for 
your concern, to apologize for my 
prolonged absence, and to assure 
you all: none of these rumors is 
true, and I am (and we are) fine. 

Truthfully, the hiatus began 
because I simply couldn't find the 
time to write my regular column 
while planning my wedding 
(simply staying sane while plan
ning my wedding had become 
a monumental task in itself). 

I figured that I would take a 
few months off and then, after 
the hubbub had died down, I 
would pick up where l had left 
off. Of course, "a few months" 
stretched into a year, as I fou nd 
it much harder than expected 
to return to my "normal life," 
given that I had also neglected 
my studies and work commit
ments during the "hubbub." 

And, of course, there was the 
process of getting used to my 
new married life, which was, 
itself, not without a significant 
number of bumps in the road. 

So, the months have passed, as 
I have struggled to find my way 
in my new life, and find my way 
back to at least some of the facets 
of my old life that I wanted to 
reintegrate into the new formula. 

See ALISON , Page 30 

._. C . -· q I - · "' 

MIKHAEL and ALISON and thliir significant kelevs. 

Donated gowns make memories, fill heartbreaking needs 
I..'...--"!?~ ' .... •· -= - i t : ·· ,"-"':!~~ To have and to give: recycled 

wedding gowns 

BvMARYKORR 

Senior Contributing Writer 

COMBINING THE 
SIM CHA of a wedding 
with tzedekah and mitzvot 
deepens the joy of a Jewish 

weddi ng, and a growing number of 
brides and grooms today are addi ng a 
philanthropic element to their nuptials. 

For some brides, this means donating 
their wedding gown to charity, rather than 
preservi ng it in a box at the back of a closet. 

Brides Against Breast Cancer 
and Making Memories, a non-profit 
organization based in Oregon, has 
received 50,000 wedding gown dona
tions since it began 12 years ago. 
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ALISON: Planning a wedding in Israel 
proves to be a bit stressful 

From Page 29 

M ostly, I must admit, it took 
a long time to recover from the 
shell-shock of the wedding itself 

WEDDI NG STRESS 

l had heard that planning a 
wedding could be a tad stress
fu l, but I don't th ink I really 
bel ieved that it would be THAT 
bad. Mikhael and I are pretty 
modest - the type of people 
who watch "Bridezillas," which 
recently made its way over to 
Israel , in utter shock and horror 
- and we weren't interested in 
creating a particularly com pl i
cated or elaborate wedding. 

We were 
limited in funds 

brother and cousins); and 
3) we wou ld invite only 

people we wanted to invite, and 
would pay no heed to familial 
obligations or stri ng-pu LI ing, 
if we fe lt strongly otherwise. 

W ith regard to the wedding 
ceremony itself, M ik.hael and 
l both had our own separate 
deal-breakers. Mikhael's neces
sities i11cluded an Orthodox 
ceremony (complete with the 
mikveh, ketuba, and all that fu n 
stuff), strict observance of kashrut 

and a solely meat meal (and thus, 
parv e desserts), and the inclusion 
of most of the male members of 
his fa mily in the givu1g of the 

ceremonial 
blessings. 

because of our 
commitment to 
not accepri ng 
financial help 
from our 
parents, and so 
we set out upon 
our wedding
plann ing 
journey with a 
firm idea of our 

"My hiatus began 
because I simply 

couldn't find the time 

I accepted 
these dictates 
with the 
understand
ing that 1 had 
no real choice 
in the matter 
and the bliss
foJ ignorance 
of havu1g 

to w rite my regular 
column w hile planning 

my wedding." 

boundaries. 
Of course, we also had a 

number of shared deal-breakers: 
1.) the wedding must take 

place in Jerusalem, prefer
ably upon the backdrop of 
the walls of the Old City; 

2.) the wedding cannot be 
during the heat of the summer 
(out of consideration for my 
cool-blooded Seattleite fam ily), 
nor in the middle of the school 
year (out of equal consider
ation for Mikhael's young 

no idea 
to what I was agreeu1g. 

"An Orthodox ceremony" 
is pretty mucl1 the standard 
here, assuming one wants to be 
recognized as married by the 
Rabbinate and the State ofl srael 
- and G od knows, after what I 
went through to be recognized 
as Jewish under these oppres
sive standards, I was hell-bent 
on making sure mine was 
the gold-standard of govern
ment-authorized weddings. 

Photos cou rtesy o f Al ison St ern Perez 

BREAKING THE GLASS at the w edding ceremony. 

H owever, it was only later 
on u1 the planning process 
that I began to folly under
stand what was uwolved u1 
those three little words. 

Although I had never been 
the type of woman who spent 
her childhood years dream
ing about her wedding day, 
I began to realize what was 
unportant to me only after I 
saw it being stripped away. 

As we began tl1e arduous 
process of finding a rabbi to 
perform the ceremony, I slowly 
discovered the laundry list of"no
no's," "no way's," and "that just 
isn't done!" in a traditional Jewish 
O rthodox wedding ceremony. 

Just to provide a couple 
of the highlights: 

1.) the bride and groom 
are not allowed to toucl1 each 
other until after the ceremony 
is officially completed; 

2.) only men are allowed 
to give the blessings duru1g 
the ceremony, and 

3 .) the groom gives a ru1g 
to the bride. but the bride is 

the groom at the same tinle 
or even duru1g the wed
du1g ceremony itself 

Perhaps what upset me the 
most was the whole ket uba busi
ness. Mikhael was required to 
sign this document outl ining 
all of the rights, responsibili
ties, and obligations that he was 
to honor throughout our mar
ried life together - and what 
was my job? To receive it. 

My '80s-'90s feminist upbring
ing was gasping in its death 
rattle. Where was the equal-
ity, the shared partnership, 
the "we're in this together?" 

The farther on u1 our plan
ning process, the more I began 
to receive an image of the Jewish 
Orthodox bride as beu1g a passive 
and certainly unequal partner 
in the ceremony as a whole. 

And so, I began to fight - for 
my rights as a woman, for my 
rights as a bride, and for my 
rights as a soon-to-be wife. 

I wanted to infuse our wed
du1g ceremony with as much 
o·pnf1Pr PrnE1lin, a nrl ,:,,n--, J;,-,., .. ;,,,., _ 

the Jewish Orthodox confines 
that I had recently discovered. 

I managed to attain some of 
the things that I really wanted, 
and managed to make peace 
with some of the things rhat I 
couldn't have - but what was 
most meaningfol is that in the 
process, Mikhael and I managed 
to create a wedding that reflected 
exactly who we both are sepa
rately, who we are together, and 
who we want to be u1 our lives u1 
the funire.' It was a tal l order - no 
wonder I wasn't able to concen
trate on much else for a while! 

I'm sorry aga in fo r my 
absence. It won't happen agau1. 

N ext issue, Part Two: "How to 

negotiate w ith an Orthodox rabbi. " 

Alison Stem Perez (fim11e1j, 

Golub) w as born and grew up 
in Seattle, Washington and is a 

g raduate ef Brow11 University. You 
can e-mail her nt A lison_ Golub@ 

hotmail. com , and read more about 
her adventures 0 11 her website at 
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'The-way we were' 

e. 

ABOVE, WARTIME DIDN'T STOP WEDDINGS. On 
Feb. 8, 1942, brothers married their fiancees in 
a double wedding. Frances Borod wed Maurice 

Cohen, and Claire Cohen wed Gerald Cohen, at the 
Mayfair Inn in Smithfield. 

LEFT, DORA GERSTENEtATT wed Samuel 
Port on Feb. 25, 1909, at Whatcheer Hall. 

All photos courtesy o f the Rh ode Island Jew ish Historical Association. 

@fi:,,cud/d and C?l r:fll;feltable ... 
Enchanted PrivJte Country Setting - Scenic Landscaped Grounds 

O utdoor Ceremony Si te - Ballroom Accommodat ions for 200 Guests· 
Exquisite Cuis ine ( Customized Menus Ava ilable) - Gracious Service 

<@0,/11,r" eap r,,,nl'11l'P !hf'-' l'ht:M'111 rj?!Jlta rb#r-11J11/ 

~~now Bf?oo 
+~~~ ~ 

- Rl~ nd Charlruow11 

INN 

uh =y 3i.d "'f ~ day u fouce/:~ I'v,, drUW<.t a/,()(,(J; "'f 
eHJ;ire,ufr I ~to fa<d,tlte,uuxt =fuwUtj ,pot to dW'e,"'f fwp,e,,, 
dr= o,x,d,"'f <pedd day, l#ftwdjwt thai: al: Hotel Provide,,r,u,, 7it.e, 

eHJ;ire, hotel u ,o iJd:/w{AJ;e,, ii: w,u trtu<eforuid iJd:o our vuy °""" ca<& 
far tlte,day. A/j, our friR.iw axd ftmu1y we,e,al,/e,to ,tay tlte,'i<ijht. wfw& 

ii: w"™ to your °""" fairy ta.le,, MH!t rel.y Off, "'A1"' to uwxe-il: fu,pp,e,~, 
rel.y Off, tlte, ddiu,.t;td, proft,<i<>H.aU wlw hww lu,w,to ddiuu dreau«. 

~ providence . 

Providence's on ly hip, chic and elegant bouti que hotel offering a wide 

selection of intimate gathering spots and 80 elegantl y appointed guest rooms 

401.490 8105 I 311 VVestminster Street I Providence, RI I hotelprovidence.com 
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'The way we were' 

{{jfj),a1t1ij!rl aml Crl!._yr, 1;1ettable ... 
Enchanted Private Country Setting - Scenic Landscaped Grounds 

Outdoor Ceremony Site - Bc1llroom Accommodations for 200 Guests 
Exquisite Cuisine (Customized Menus Available) - Gracious Service 
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~OW BJ?o 
~ ~ 01' - -Charltuown Rhode bland · 

INN 
Route 112 - Charlestown, RI 02813 401 -364-3 669 - www.meadowbrookinnri.com 

ABOVE, WARTIME DIDN'T STOP WEDDINGS. On 
Feb. 8, 1942, brothers married their fiancees in 
a double wedding. Frances Borod wed Maurice 

Cohen, and Claire Cohen wed Gerald Cohen, at the 
Mayfair Inn in Smithfield. 

LEFT, DORA GERSTENEtATT wed Samuel 
Port on Feb. 25, 1909, at Whatcheer Hall. 

Everything I've always 

dreamed of and~~ -
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rely OH, tit,, dediu,t,d, proju,w,w.., wtw hww-lww-to ddiuu dreau<£. 

~ providence 

Providence's on ly hip, chic and elegant boutique hotel altering a wide 

selection d intimate gathering spots and 80 elegantly appointed guest rooms 

401.4908105 I 311 Westminster Street I Providence, RI I hotelprovidence.com 
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The perils and possibilities of planning are plentiful 
Wedding day 

blues need not be 
permanent 

BY NANCY KI RSCH 

nkirsch@;fri.org 

W ENIGOT 
arried 17 years 

go, my fiance 
nd I were 

considered "old" at 37 years of 
age, especially as we were both 
first- timers in the marriage cir
cuit. The upside to being "old"? 
As we were both professionally 
well-established and had been 
living independently for years, 
we threw the wedding party 
that we wanted - our parents 
were guests, and not hosts. 

Doing anything new for the 
first time can be challeng ing, 
and you wi ll mistakes. Every 
wedding day - and all the 
planning leading up to that 
day - will have its perils. In 
that spirit, I share with you 
a few stories - some funny 
and some not-so-humorous 
- that happened to me or that 
I witnessed at other weddings. 

FAMILY DYNAMICS ANYONE? 

One of my family members 
issued an ultimatum to me: "If 
you invite Dad to the wedding, 
I won't be there." A lthough one 
of these two individuals has 
since passed away, I won't reveal 
whether I succumbed to the 

threat. Never
theless, it gives 
an indication of 
how challeng
ing wedding 
day celebrations 
can be, espe
cially for brides 
or grooms 
whose parents 
are divorced or 
whose families 
ar e otherwise 
not intact and 
functional. 

COMMUNICA-

TION •• . 

Sometimes 
too much, 
sometimes too 
little and some
times com-
pletely wrong! 

At the 
pre-wedding 
rehearsal at 
Temple Beth
El, my mother 
insisted that 
Rob Gold
berg, then the 

Photo courtesy o f Nancy Kirsch 

"Wedding day celebrations can 
be challenging, especially for 

brides or grooms whose parents 
are divorced." 

within minutes 
of the rehearsal 
dinner. Rather 
than stroll into 
the rehearsal 
dinner venue - an 
upsca le restaurant 
-wearing my 
traveling jeans and 
t-shirt - I changed 
in the airport 
bathroom stall into 
an elegant cocktail 
dress, stockings 
and high heels 
- believe me, it 
wasn't fun. So, 
check and re
check dates before 
committing to 

travel plans. 

tion). Our response: "We have 
the C D - please come to our 
house so you can borrow it?" 
Her response: "Oh, no, that's 
OK, we'll find it somewhere 
else. We just wanted you to 
know." 

At the wedding the next day, 
they performed that song - and 
others - fl awlessly. Why, then, 
did they feel the need to share 
"too much information"? 

At one wedding I attended, 
the best man gave the fir st 

synagogue's 
executive direc
tor, had to be 
the rabbi. Our 

IN A DISASTER-FREE MOMENT, Ken Kirsch signs the ketubah as 
Rabbi Leslie Gutterman looks on. 

And, the day 
before our wed
ding, the lead 
singer from 

toast to hi s brother, the groom, 
yet fa iled to acknowledge the 
bride. And, at my sister Peggy's 
prenuptial dinner, her future 
father-in-law made a toast to 
"David and Amy," and not to 
"David and Peggy." Amy was 
D avid's ex-wife; Peggy, sensitive 
even on good days, burst into 
tears and fl ed from the room. 

repeated expla-
nations that she wouldn't meet 
the rabbi until the next day fell 
on deaf ea rs. 

When my brother got 
married in Seattle, I was living 
in Washington, D.C.; a travel 

agent friend volunteered to 
book my flight and hotel for 
the wedding. I meant to fly 
to Seattle two days before the 
wedding, but the flight he 
booked me on landed in Seattle 

the band we'd 
retained, called 

our house to report. "We can't 
find 'Close Your Eyes' by Linda 
Ronstadt and Aaron Neville," 
(the first song we expected to 
dance to at our wedding recep-

~.~ 
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K NOW YOUR VENDORS • • • 

Here's a good news, bad 
news story. I found a fabu lous 
wedding dress, I thought 
the s tore o wner was fun to 

work with and delightfully 

See LOOK, Page 33 
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LOOK: Before you leap into a 
vendor's arms 

From Page 32 

accommodating. So, I buy 
the dress and all is good, 
right? Good for me, not so 
good for those brides who'd 
put down deposits and 
couldn't get their dresses, 
just weeks after I picked up 
my dress. That wonderfully 
accommodating and fun 
woman had, allegedly, taken 
deposits, shut the store 
down, and disappeared, 
according to an article 
in 1he Providence Journal 
that appeared around the 
time of my wedding. 

And, others may 
remember a Jewish 
photographer who did 
something similar, but with 
pictures and the negatives. 
He had photographed our 
wedding, but later decided 
to keep the payments he 
received and the negatives 
of the pictures he'd taken. 
After reading that he was 
sentenced to the Adult 
Correctional Institute, I 
never read another word 
about him. To add insult 
to injury, his pictures 
- which we did receive 
- weren't very good. 

WATCH WHAT YOU'RE 

DOING WHEN YOU'RE 

ALREADY DRESSED FOR THE 

OCCASION 

I was dressed and nearly 
ready to go, except for the 
makeup application, which a 
friend had volunteered to do 
for me. Someone else handed 
me the bottle of foundation 
and, unbeknownst to me, 
the lid was loose. Well, I 
took the bottle by its lid and, 
thanks to some unexpect
edly fast reflexes, jumped out 
of the way and avoided the 
splash ofliquid foundation. 

My stories won't be yours; 
everyone has their own to 
share. The Voice & Herald 
would love to hear, for a future 
issue, about your wedding day 
disasters or near-misses. Did 
someone's great uncle drink a 
bit too much and pass out? Did 
the car break down on the way 
to the synagogue? Or the wed
ding cake didn't get delivered? 
Send us your stories - whether 
funny, poignant or bitter
sweet, so we can share them 
with our readers. Send stories 
to: voiceherald@jfri.org with 
"wedding stories" in the subject 
line or mail them to The Voice 
& Herald, 130 Sessions Street, 
Providence, R.l. 02906. 
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Weddings, ceremonies aren't what they used to be 
Lengthy toasts and 
cross-dressing party
goers were common 

in some circles 

BY NANCY KIRSCH 

nkirsch@jfri.org MOCK marriages, 
where women 
dressed up as 
grooms and men 

dressed as brides, all for pre-wed
ding entertainment? Yes, indeed, 
according to the editors of 

"The Raskins gave an engage
ment party at their home ... 
Entertainment was provided 
by a mock wedding ceremony. 
Morris Espo played the part of 
the clergyman, Jack Golden
berg acted as the bride, Sophia 
Surdut was the bridegroom, 
Max Tarnapol as the best man, 
and Mrs. Jack Goldenberg the 
maid of honor. .. luncheon was 
served by the hostess and Miss 
Raskin received many gifts." 

Weddings may have been 
bigger in earlier decades, as well. 
The article continued, quoting 

in the Republican-Standard of 
New Bedford on May 7, 1874. 

"The first ever solemnized 
in this city took place Tuesday 
afternoon at the residence of 
Mr. Julian Simon ... The cer
emonies commenced by Rev. 
Mr. Rosenberg chanting a few 
verses in H ebrew. He then 
made an address in German to 
the bridal pair, of some fifteen 
minutes' duration .... Dr. J.M. 
Gouldsburgh of Providence 
made a touching address of 
about half an hour in English." 

The article continued, relaying 
Gouldsburgh's advice: 

the Rhode Island Jewish 
Historical Association's 
Rhode Island Jewish Historical 
Notes, Vol. 10, No. 2, Nov. 
1988, mock marriages were a 
frequent source of entertain
ment in the Catskill resorts. 
• ... the man would dress up as 
a woman ... the woman would 
dress up as a man ... it was a 
hilarious thing. It was a farci-

"Fully 1,000 persons gathered 
in the Jewish Synagogue on 

Howell Street ... to witness the 
wedding of Harry Beck and 

Miss Elizabeth Temkin ... " 

"The honeymoon would 
not last forever and 
forebearance would be 
necessary, with a firm 
resolve to be faithful and 
true to each other. .. with 
marriage, the mask (of 
courtship) removed and 
each discovers that the 

cal version of the traditional wed
ding ceremony .. . performed so 
regularly that it became a ritual." 

While this pre-wedding 
entertainment may not be 
revived, we thought readers 
of 1he Voice & Herald might 
appreciate knowing more about 
ancestral wedding customs. 

Eva Lavine Schaffer's article, 
"An Engagement, A Wedding 
and Friendship," appeared in 
the Rhode Island Jewish His
torical Notes, Vol. 10, No. 2, 
Nov.1988, is excerpted here: 

from an unnamed newspaper 
article from May 10, 1909: "Fully 
1,000 persons gathered in the 
Jewish Synagogue on Howell 
Street ... to witness the wedding of 
Harry Beck and Miss Elizabeth 
Temkin, a well-known young 
couple of the city, both members 
of prominent Jewish families. " 

Wedding ceremonies of 
yesteryear - at least the one 
described in Rhode Island Jewish 
Historical Notes, Vol. 2, No. 3, 
D ec. 1957 - were, to say the 
least, lengthy. The piece, "A 
Jewish W edding" first appeared 

other has frailties .. ." 
Even then, simchas such 

as weddings sometimes required 
friends or relatives to travel: "One 
of the bride's uncles who was 
present, Mr. Samuel Jacobs ... 
though 86 years of age, made a 
journey of over 3,000 miles to 
attend the wedding. He is still 
apparently a smart man and pos
sessed of physical powers equal to 
those of ordinary men of fifty." 

The Voice &Herald 
thanks Anne Sherman of 
the R.I. Jewish Historical 
Association for her assistance. 
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Super Sun~ay brought wedding bells to local Jewish couple 

~ ·· New bride offers with The Providence Foun
dation, she apologized that 
Andrew, an associate with 
Sugarman, Rogers, Barshak 
&Cohen, P.C. a Boston law 
firm, was away on business. 

Photos courtesy of Joelle and Andrew Kanter 

ANDREW AND JOELLE are radiant with joy and elation on their wedding day. 
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DANIEL GOURMET KOSHER CATERING, INC. 
275 CAMP STREET 
PROVIDENCE RI 

Reservations (866) 894-8299 

her perspectives on 
pre-and post-wedding 

planning 

8Y NANCY KIRSCH 

nkirsch@jfri.org 

SEVERAL MEMBERS 
of the Jewish community 
had a good reason for 
not participating in the 

Jewish Federation of Rhode 
Island's Super Sunday fundrais
ing kickoff - they were at the 
wedding of Providence residents 
Joelle Crane and-----

Although Andrew is origi
nally from New York and 
Joelle from New Jersey, they 
felt it important to get mar-
ried where they live - Rhode 
Island - and so they brought 
family and friends to Belle Mer, 
in Newport, the site of both 
the wedding and reception. 

ENGAGEMENT AND BEYOND 

"The goal is to be married," she 
sa id. "You can let (the wedding 

plan ning) pro
Andrew Kanter. 
Now Joelle 
Kanter, she said, 
laughing, "But I 
think we picked 
our wedding 
date before the 
Federation did." 

"The size or scale 
of the wedding 

doesn't determine 
whether you'll have a 

happy marriage." 

cess take over 
your life, but 
it is impor
tant to keep 

The date - Nov. -------------

it in check." 
Engaged for 
nine months, 
Joelle and 
Andrew felt 
that they had 16, 2008 - has 

extra-special significance to 
Joelle and Andrew, as it was the 
sixth wedding anniversary for 
Joelle's sister and brother-in-law 
and the 40th wedding anni
versary for Andrew's parents. 

As a new bride, she offered 
some sage and humorous 
advice in a phone interview to 
The Voice & Herald about wed
ding and honeymoon plan
ning. A program manager 

sufficient time to plan a wed
ding, especially since they'd 
been to so many weddings and 
knew what they wanted and 
what they didn't. "If we'd had 
a longer engagement, I think 
we'd have second-guessed 
our choices," she added. 

KEEP IT IN PERSPECTIVE 

Remember, she said, it's 
only one day. "It's an impor-

See WORTHWHILE, Facing Page 
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WORTHWHILE: 
wedding advice 
from newlywed 

From Previous Page 

tant day, a huge event and you 
want to enjoy every minute of 
it," she said. "But the size or 
scale of the wedding doesn't 
determine whether you'll 
have a happy marriage." 

SHARE THE COSTS, IF YOU CAN 

"lt's going to be more expen
sive than you'd ever imagine, 
so you need to prioritize," she 
said. "Most brides can't have 
the best of everything- not 
everything will be the abso
lute best, so choose what's 
important to you and make 
the best of the rest of it." 

For Joelle and Andrew, who 
fell in love with Belle Mer, 
the space was really important 
to them, so they "did a sales 
pitch on the fa milies." At 32 
and 36, respectively, Joelle and 
Andrew were able to contrib
ute financially toward wedd ing 
expenses and thei r fam ilies 
also helped , she sa id. "The way 
things are today, I think it's 
realistic to plan it that way." 

TRUST YOUR FRIENDS 

When it comes to choosing 
vendors, "trust you r friends," said 
Joelle emphatically. "You can 
waste a lot of time making your
self crazy and checking out tons 
of vendors," she said, "or you can 
trust you r friends' recommenda-

tions and choose 
from those. There 
are endless good 
choices, so you jus 
have to pick one 
and be happy." 

FAMILY MATTERS 

Families want 
to get involved. 
"It's important 
for the bride to 
know that it's not 
only her day," 
she said. "Both 
families have to be 
involved and the 
day is important 
fo r the parents, 
the siblings, the 
grandparents, 
everyone involved. 
Compromise is 
necessary; even if 
everything is not 
exactly what the 
bride wou ld want, 
it's still going to 
be wonderfu l." 

Some of our family and 
friends brought their very 
young children, she said. "We 
were worried about whether 
children might impact, even 
ruin, the day, but it was actually 
quite fun to have them there," 
she said . "The grandparents 
were happy, and the kids were 
adorable. I was worried, but 
there was no need to worry. 
Kids don't ruin a wedding." 

REMEMBER THE DAY ..• 

TH ROUGH PICTURES AND 

STORIES FROM GUESTS 

~HtaNtoR'.s 
\DaUf;HteR 

Hand-Made Judaic Textiles 
Including Chuppahs! 

Offering one-of-a-kind designs catered to fit 
Your needs for your special day 

Details include: 
• Hand-painting 
• Appliche 
• Fresh Flowers 
• Embriodery 

Using an old tallit for your chuppah? 
Could it use a sprucing up? 
Let us give it a new, fresh look 

Or .. . start from scratch and use the 
colors and details from your wedding 
as inspiration! 

AS RABBI JOEL SELTZER looks on, Joelle circles her groom, Andrew, in the ancient tradition. 

You don't taste the food; you 
don't remember everything that 
happens, the day just Ries by, 
so photographs and people's 
stories help, Joelle sa id. "We 
were initially a Li ttle nervous 
about having a big wedding 
(about 260 people), but there was 
something very special about 
having so much love in the room 
and being surrounded by so 
many people important to us." 

People are still tallcing 
about the wedding ceremony 
and raving about Rabbi Joel 
Seltzer (ofTemple Emanu
El) who married us, she 

said. "When does anyone 
talk about the ceremony?" 

GIFT REG ISTRI ES AND 

HON EYMOONS 

Joelle and Andrew had regis
tered at a store in Brooklyn, near 
where Andrew had lived, and 
another in San Francisco. "It 
was a Little difficu lt to convince 
people to buy things for us from 
those stores, but we wanted to 
support locally-owned stores 
selling things we loved." 

And, finally some honeymoon 
advice: Wait a while - you're 
so exhausted from the wedding 

planning and the wedd ing, so 
unless you're doing a "sit on 
the beach" honeymoon, wait
ing is a good option. Joelle and 
Andrew had some unexpected 
drama to their honeymoon 
plans, as they were in Thailand 
when the Mumbai tragedy 
hit, forcing them to rearrange 
some travel plans. They had 
two days of unexpected sight
seeing in Tokyo, as a result. 

The Voice & Herald wishes 
] oel!e and Andrew, and al! new 
brides and grooms, much maze! as 
they start their new lives together. 

WAT E RMAN 
~RILLE 

~ 
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GOWNS: Wedding dresses can have a)ong life - after the wedding 

From Page 29 

Donations soared when 
Oprah featured the organiza
tion and Hansen on her show 
several years ago. (The wed
ding gown designer Demetri
ous saw the show and followed 
up with a personal donation 
of truckloads of gowns.) 

been selected. 
During the tours, fabulous 

designer dresses can be found, 
which retail for thousands of 
dollars but sell for substantially 
less, with price ranges from $50 
to $599. Some of the gowns 
are lovingly made into beauti
ful "wedding" quilts by skilled 
seamstresses who volunteer their 
time (more are needed if you are 
handy with a needle). The quilts 
are on display on the nationwide 
tours, and are ava ilable for sale. 

The website gives directions 
on where and how to donate 
and ship the dress. Adams 
offers this tip: Roll 

couples to incorporate,charitable 
giving into their weddings, and 
provides an onlin{ charitable 
registry at www.idofoundation. 
org. The couple selects a char-
ity of their own choosing to 
receive 20 percent of the sale 
price; another percentage goes to 
support the foundation's work. 

A spokeswoman for the 
foundation said they have 
received many donations from 
M assachusetts, Rhode Island 
and New England. O ne donor 
couple featured on I D o's 
website is Alex Volin and Sheila 
Allen, who expressed their 

that saying "I do" and then "I 
donate" hold special meaning. 

Donated wedding gowns have 
found their way into Rhode 
Island hospitals through the 
Mary Madeline Project which 
transforms the dresses into 
tenderly sewn burial outfits for 
stillborn or recently deceased 
infants and toddlers. 

Carlin Kammerer of Omaha, 
Neb., began the project after 
her newborn granddaughter 
died nine years ago. "We had to 
buy a burial outfit for Maddie 
(M ary Madeli ne)," she sa id in 
a telephone interview this week 

from her home. "It 

The beautiful lace and button
trimmed dresses and little boy 
suits are made by seamstresses 
who send the treasures in pillow 
cases made from the gown. Boo
ties and hats are also included. 

Some of the outfits which have 
gone to Rhode Island hospitals 
were faci litated by a network of 
photographers who volunteer 
through the Now I Lay Me 
D own to Sleep organization, 
which photographs the babies as 
a remembrance fo r their parents. 

Proceeds from the sale of 
donated gowns go towards 
fulfilling final wishes for women 
(and men) who have been di ag
nosed with Stage 4 breast cancer. 
Many of the wishes granted have 
gone towards the purchase of a 
camcorder or computer to record 
final messages to family mem
bers; or funding family reunions 
or a final trip to say goodbye 
to loved ones living afar. 

Tammy Adams, the spokes
woman for the organization, 
said currently much needed 
are small- and large-sized 
gowns, from O to 6 or sized 

it up and ship it in 
the smallest and 
lightest package 
possible. It doesn't 
need to be cleaned 
or preserved before 
shipping. She asks 

"Brides Against Breast Cancer has 
received 50,000 wedding gown 

donations since it began 12 years ago." 

was so hard to go 
into the newborn 
section - such a 
happy place - on 
such a sad mission." 

Kammerer said one Rhode 
Island photographer is in the 
process of setting up a sewing 
network fo r the donated 
gowns in Rhode Island 
prisons, which Kammerer 
will visit in the summer. 

"The parents are so gratefu l 
and so moved when they receive 
the outfits," Kammerer said. 

14 and above. Manufacturers 
and designers donate medium 
size gowns, and the organiza
tion has an ample supply. 

It is currently accepting 
gowns from 2000 and up; 
it has a l~rge supply of vin
tage .gowns on hand. (It also 
accepts flower girl dresses .) 

The main fundraiser for 
the organization is the Brides 
Against Breast Cancer Nation
wide Tour of Gowns. One is 
planned in Boston in the spring, 
which will be listed on the web
site calendar once a venue has 

donors, if possible, to contrib
ute $40 for cleaning, with the 
value of the gown, the monetary 
donation (not required) and the 
shipping all tax deductible. 

The website also offers other 
suggestions for philanthropic 
bridal couples, such as "pink 
envelope" showers and a march 
for memories program. 

The I Do Foundation, a 
non-profit based in W ashing
ton D.C., also accepts donated 
dresses, including attendants' 
gowns, which are sold through 
consignment shops. The founda
tion also suggests other ways for 

University of Rhode Island's 

"desire to combine tradition 
with their personal values." 

The couple met in synagogue 
and planned a traditional Jewish 
wedding with a modern, and 
feminist, approach. "It looked 
like a Jewish ceremony in a lot 
of ways, with the breaking of 
the glass for example. But it 
was more contemporary," said 
Sheila of their celebration. "In 
addition, it's traditional among 
Jews to give a .percentage of what 
you would spend to charity." 

Today's brides and grooms 
have more options than those 
of yesteryear, and have found 

~e?C&~ @51wze6 
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The Mary 
Madeline Project 

grew out of her grief. "You can't 
go into a store and buy a burial 
outfit - some for those as young 
as 15 weeks," she said. "Last 
weekend we got a call from a 
young woman in California 
who had read about us. She 
was told her baby was stillborn 
and she was being induced on 
Sunday. She said she and her 
husband were heartbroken but 
wanted the baby to be buried 
in something beautiful." 

This month, Kammerer 
also sent out "a beauti-
ful burial pouch for twins 
conjoined at the chest." 

M ary Korr can be reached 
at mkorr@verizon.net. 

Websites: 

Mary Madeline Project 
www.marymadelineproject. 
org. 

Brides Against Breast 
Cancer 
www.makingmemories.org. 

I Do Foundation 
www.ldofoundation.org. 

"You're going to look great!" 

ERICK. BROWN 
PHOTO(;RAPI IY 

4111.4,111.2,c,1 

crickhn )\Yn.cc >n1 

Specializing in Rhode Island's Best Weddings 

Visit us online at: 
www.ivhri.or, 

$J 

7 



- - ----- -- ------------... 

- :j iJ 1 •M - J.!!.w.ish Voice & Herald December 12, 2008 PAGE 37 

HOTELIER RESCUES A WEDDING CEREMONY 
Phol o by Aviv Hofy 

SHARON (CENTER) AND GILAD YAACOBI (right), thank the Hilton Tel Aviv Hotel's General Manager, Ronnie Fortis, for hosting thei r wedding at the hotel. Members of 
the Gevim Kibbutz, south of Sdereot, the couple had planned their wedding and reception at a banquet hall closer to home. Given the situation in Gaza, 

however, plans changed and this alternative - a wedding free of charge - was a happy surprise. 

Your \Vt>d(Ung ,lc1y. 

overlooking r-..Jc.1nc1gtfnsl'l t l~(w!: 
., c. ~ , I 

The place to advertise 

The JEWISH V o1CE & HERALD 

D 
D 

LJ 
Special order .. 

gowns available in custom 
~ , sizing including ITemple 
··_· Ready mode~'t~ ty[1ing 
'- ,- Sizes 6 thru! 2~ '-: 

-- • ' "►-~ 

l!!ll'iiii 

I 

- •' ",·1•508·-399-6040 
ppt, requested Walk-ins welcomed! 
9 Washington St. • S. Attleboro, MA 
1 mile South of Emerald Square Mall 
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Spa treatments: A little luxury goes a long way 

The bride should 
be pampered before 

her big day 
BY NANCY K IRSCH 

nkirsch@j.fri.org 

AJLTHO UG H I AM 
fa r older than any 
prospective (fi rst-
; me) brides in th is 

country, The Voice & Herald 
sent me on a fun mission: Find 
out what beauty treatments are 
ava il able for brides . A note to 
prospective grooms: Salons 
aren't just fo r women - these 
and many other facili ties provide 
treatments for both genders. 

AIOILE'S DAY SPA 

An afternoon of pampering 
at Aidile's (pronounced 'Eye
deels) Day Spa left me feel ing 
- and looking - refreshed and 
renewed. O wned by Aidi le 
Ferro, the five-yea r-old sa lon 
is in a nondescript building 
on Waterman Avenue, just 
past the Red (H enderson) 
Bridge in East Providence. 

When I entered, I was greeted 
warmly and offered cookies 
and tea, coffee or water. For 
the first time ever in a sa lon, 
I was asked to complete a 
questionnaire about my health 
habits, beauty concerns, etc. 

I began my afternoon with 
one of the best facials I've ever 
had - 75 minutes long and with 
just a little bit of pain - the 

extractions arc never fun. Not 
only did my face look and feel 
softer, cleaner and younger, the 
steaming hot towels that Anna, 
the csthctician, repeatedly 
applied to my neck and upper 
chest felt heavenly. She then 
massaged my head and neck, 
and my arms and hands. No 
more muscle tension, at least fo r 
that afternoon. Before she sent 
me off to the next treatment, she 
sL~the;ed my hands with lotion, 
;"rapped them in plastic wrap 
an9 hot mitts, and left me to 
relax for a few more minutes. 

A fter the fac ial, a pedi-

Photo courtesy of Aidile'i Day Spa 

cure by Noel.le, a manicure 
by Jenna, and a hai r styling 
by Aidile followed - leaving 
me looking and feeling years 
younger - and prettier - than 
when I entered. Although the 
salon wasn't full that Saturday 
afternoon, the customers were 
clearly regula rs and the atmo
sphere was warm and inviting. 

Unlike other salons I've 
frequented where one person 
will wax my eyebrows, another 
will wash my hair, while a third 
cuts and colors it, nearly all of 
the salon employees are cosme
tologists. That means, explained 

All Services Provided By 
Licensed Professional Doctors and Nurses 
Dr. Louis V. Colavecchlo, Medical Director 

Ellen C. Scoble, RN Managing Director 

• Botox 
• Facial Volume Fillers 
• Laser Hair Removal 
• Acne Treatment 
• Massage 
• Bare Escentuals Mineral 

Make-up 

• Facials & Chemical Peels 
• Removal of Age Spots 
• Sun Damaged Skin 
• Skin Tightening 
• Body Contouring 
• Biophora Skin Care 

t)I( WI I< 1R ·\ 
W I HU' f ill' .. !>' , :(_._~ ~_f f 

Bridal Parties of 4 or more receive 1596 off 

Aidilc, that they can do it a.II 
- nails, skin care and hair cuts, 
color and styli ng. lf you prefer, 
you can have one cosmetologist 
pamper you from head to toe. 

They recommended, but did 
not hard-sell , different skin and 
hai r products. W hen I declined 
any purchases, no one objected 
or tried to change my mind. 
Th roughout, Anna, Noelle, 
Jenna and Aid ile were a.11 atten
tive to my needs and preferences. 

F ULL SERVICE SALON 

Aidile's services bridal par
ties, brides, grooms and others 
at the salon or at another 

designated site, and offers the 
whole shebang - nails, hair, 
mai<eup for the bride and 
h~r attendants. Asked about 
Sunday hours or early morn
ing visits, Aidile said , "Ifl have 
customers, I will be here." 

I n addition to hair cutting, 
coloring, straighteni ng and 
styling, Aidile's offers nail 
treatments to waxing, facials 
to body wraps and massages. 

Even three days after my 
treatment, a work colleague 
said to me, "You look so much 
better . .. and happier. Are you 

See SALONS, Page 43 

ATTENTION BRIDES TO BE 
Book your wedding party now and receive yow day of 
beauty for free. Spa Special $80 Including manic-. 

pedicure. express facial. FuH service hair salon JO -,..rs 
updo experience. Friendly and clean professioMI staff. 

Located over red bridge, private parking lot. Explns March 
1st. book now and have a stress free day! 

www.aidiles.com 
(401) 434-3665 

l'Yldlle's 
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Wedding vendors: ready, 
willing and able to serve 

Invitations, venues, 
food, music and 
photography are 

standard, even for 
budget weddings 

BY N ANCY K IRSC H 

11kirsch@jfri.org W ATS a bride 
and groom - to 
o? Now that 

you've chosen your 
life partner, other decisions loom 
large: "\Vhere should we have the 
wedding reception>" "Should we 
have a sit-down meal , a buffet or 
stations?" "A live band or a DJ?" 

M ost vendors of wedding ser
vices have plenty of experience to 
make your special day memorable 
and meaningfi.iJ to all involved; 
in fact, they've dealt with such 
challenges as the wrong wed
ding dress, a bus foll· of wedding 
guests that caught fire , inebriated 
wedding guests and unhappy 
brides. To get the "inside scoop" 
on how to avoid these pitfalls 
and others, especially in these 
challenging economic times, 

1he Voice & Herald talked with 
several vendors. With the eco
nomic realities, many vendors 
are more Aexible and willing to 
negotiate, so think creatively. 

V ENDORS OFFER ADVICE 

"Draw on family or friends who 
offer to help - with gift baskets 
fo r guests, dinner the night before 
the wedding, or anything else," 
counseled Bonnie Gold , of Gold 
Events, a special events plan-
ner in Pawtucket. Gold , who 
can organize everything for the 
bride and groom once they've 
chosen th eir vendors or can be 
present to make sure the wed
ding day goes smoothly, gets 
paid on a project basis. "Before 
you meet with vendors, have an 
idea of what you can or want to 
spend on the wedding. Speak up 
about what is and isn't comfort
able for you." People have cut 
back, she said , but the event can 
still be beautifoJ. G old described 
a couple whose collection of 
beautifi.i1 bottles, chosen during 
their vacations together, will 
grace the rabies as centerpieces. 

Jeanne Desmarais, who owns 
Cranston-based Paper M oon 

See VENDORS , Page 44 

the only thing traditional 
wifl be the vows 

'\lcu de,,i,rV'<e the w eddi ng c;f yo ur d ream, . 
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DRESSES 
for all th!! 
women in 
a wedding 
pa rty are 
available in 
a multitude 
of colors 
and sizes at 
Bridal and 
Gift. 

.,.... 



PAGE 40 Jewish Voice & Herald December 12, 2008, __________________ _ FOOD 

cufCCOUnfing /or 'Iasft,c13L:C 

"A1y commitment to you 
is to create your event in 

1he Most Spectacu/a,r 
Fashion possible" 

Deb Blazer 
Kosher Caterer 

401-301-1889 
www.accountingfortaste.net 

Undo, l~e supervision of 

Rabbi W a11ne f ron~lin 

[~ ] Locan. Hero Cater_in_g 
'-./Full Service Kosher Style Catering 

Me:ntion this ad to get up to 10% OFF 
the total food bill for your wedding 

We ;tlso do c11g~1g(-mcnt p.artics. showcn, rchc;1n;1I dinners 
1tnd brunch the morning after , ·our ncddini;: 

Andrew Esposito, O,.,ner 72 7 3459 
4 Power Road . Pawtu::ket . RI 02860 'Ni\W. localoorodeli.C'om 

Sandy l'lo&-s. Event Ooord 1nator 949-7814 or r~terJn&4U®'cox.net 

peiecrt11 
taste!U 

A ~r«t Tate is the ~ 
,,m,n from NRM C.ltrlftl, 
New Engbrid's premier 
(OO(anp«.-y Ctlcring pros. 
w~ 11...-e I RJI carporallt 
DlfflU nalbble for dtlf\uy. 
li',VJ day, OUf Sol~ chcf51 

prepare ff'Clb meal, f«- )IOU lo 
lake borne nJ enjoy. Od1 or 
stop In nd br1lts ...... Ille 
perf«I meal l---! 

www.ap«r«ttalf'.cont 

781-297-7997 

NRM 
IIPIPili 

J 11 1/ ,, .. , ,, I , ,11 t 11, •11n.: 

Premier W.-dding, Bar & Oat Mitzl'ah 
Cattren and Event Planm-n 

Crtativt, Custom Mento · Corporate Func1ions 

ANllld' w;,.,,;,,6 Floating Clll.u Burrn · Chocolate Foa■bin 

Unlq■e Cuuom Deslgnffl Tbeme Station., · Ice Carvl■25 

NHM c111mnc is a t\JII :avk:c Kosher c.tau 1JldcJ the stria 
Orthodox SUpcrvision or the Rabbinial Council of Ma.~ achuscus 
11nd i~ certified attt Kfflher (KVH). ClD today •nd Id om 
lttOlllpl!lhed st■ fT a'l!IH you la "'ffl'Y way to m1k your next 
n-ml DR Chat you and YOUI" guesb wW lrllly rnurmbcr! 

- .. r.c-at"1•p44 !ltw.w ..... ,..... sc-p,-. MA t2t7l 

(f)~ dCh f ® rampere e 
BEST WEDDING REGISTRY! 

Earn up to $200 in Free Product of your choice. 

Wedding showers require delicious food 
It 's almost a meal 1 .w ::., 

with salad, chicken 
and dessert 

B Y N ANCY KI RSCH 

nkirsch@jfri.org 

IN A F RE NZY about 
what to serve at the bridal 
shower fo r you r best fr iend 
or future sister-in-law? 

We've gathered a salad, an 
enrree and a dessert to consider 
fo r you r "ladies' lunch." 

ORANGE F ENNEL SALAD W IT H 

WARM T OMATO VI NAIGRETTE 

Ingre di ents: 

1 fennel bu lb 
I lemon, juiced 
1 teaspoon olive oil 
1 large tomato, with seeds 

disca rded and diced 
1/2 teaspoon salt 
1/2 teaspoon freshly 

grou nd black pepper 
1/4 cup orange juice 
1/8 cup olive oil 
5 ounces mesclun 

greens with fri see 
2 oranges, peeled and seg

mented, or 2 (11-ounce) cans 
of mandarin oranges, dra ined 

1 medium red onion, cut 
in half and thi nly sliced 

Method : 

Cut the feathery fronds off the 
fennel bulbs (some stores sell the 
bulbs without the fronds) and 
discard the fronds. From the 
top, where the fronds were, cut 
paper thin slices of the fennel on 
the diagonal and keep them in 
a bowl of water mixed with the 
lemon juice to keep the fennel 
from discoloring. Set aside. 

Prepare the vinaigrette. H eat 
a small saute pan over medium 
heat and add the teaspoon of 
olive oil. Add the diced tomato 
and season with salt and pepper. 
Saute for three minutes and 
add the orange juice. Simmer 
two minutes to reduce by half 
Whisk in the olive oil. Remove 
from heat and season with more 
salt and pepper if needed. 

In a large bowl, toss the 

mesclun with the oranges 
and red onion. D ra in the 
fen nel and add into the salad. 
Dress with vinaigrette. 

To shape salad greens into 
restaurant-style mounds, Lightly 
dress the greens, pack into a 
plastic pint container, invert onto 
a plate and li ft the container off. 

Serves 6. 

LEMON CHICKEN 5 CALLOPINE 

WITH LEMON Aiou 
The beauty of this dish 

is that it can be served hot 
from the pan or at room 
temperature the next day. 

Ingredients for Chicken 
Scallopine: 

6 boneless, skinless chicken 
breasts, tendons removed 

1/2 cup all-purpose flour 
2 teaspoons salt 

1 teaspoon freshly 
ground black pepper 

3 eggs, lightly beaten 
1 cup bread crumbs 
1 teaspoon dried oregano 
1/8 cup pine nuts, 

coa rsely chopped 
1/8 cup raw, shelled sun

flower seeds (not roasted or 
salted), coarsely chopped 

1 lemon 
3 tablespoons olive oil 

Ingredients for Lemon A'ioli : 

zest of one lemon 
juice of one lemon 
2 cloves garlic, minced 
1/4 teaspoon salt 
1 teaspoon sugar 
2/3 cup mayonnaise 
1 tablespoon olive oil 

Chicken Method: 

Place the chicken breasts 
between two pieces of waxed 
or parchment paper. Using 
a meat mallet or the bottom 
of a heavy frying pan, pound 
the chicken cutlets until 
they are 1/4 - inch thick. 

Set three shallow bowls or 
pans in front of you. Place 
the flour, salt and pepper in 
one and stir with a fo rk. Place 
the beaten eggs in the second 
pan. Place the bread cru mbs, 
oregano, pine nuts and sun
flower seeds in the third bowl 
and stir to combine. Add in the 
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BRIDAL: celebrations demand delicious delectables 
Starting at the first 

bowl, dredge the chicken 
in flour on both sides and 
shake off excess flour. 

Coat chicken in eggs and 
allow extra to drip off. Coat in 
bread crumb mixture, pressing 
the coating into the chicken. 

In a large skillet over 
medium heat, heat the oil. 
When it is hot, add the 
chicken. Squeeze the lemon 
over the pan, so that the juice 
squirts onto the cutlets. Cook 
5 to 6 minutes per side, until 
golden and cooked through. 

A"ioli Method: 

In a small bowl, mix the 
lemon zest, juice, garlic, 
sugar and salt. Whisk in the 
mayonnaise and oLve oil. 

Serve the chicken with 
afoL sauce on the side. 

Serves 6. 

CHOCOLATE BERRY TART 

Ingredients: 

3 cups pecan halves 
2/3 cup light brown sugar 
1/2 teaspoon ground cinna-

mon 
6 tablespoons unsalted 

margarine or butter, melted 
10 ounces semi-sweet or 

bittersweet chocolate 
2 cups heavy or whip

ping cream 
2 pints raspberries, blueber

ries or sliced strawberries 

1/2 cup seedless red raspberry, 
blueberry or strawberry preserves 

Method: 

Preheat oven to 325 degrees. 
Cut out a 10-inch circle of 

parchment paper and place 
it in a 10-inch tart pan with 
removable bottom or into 8 
(4-inch) min-tart pans with 

THIS ORANGE FENNEL SALAD makes a delicious and colorful 
start to your meal . 

removable bottoms. Set aside. 
Place the pecans on a baking 

sheet Lned with parchment 
paper. Toast the pecans for 10 
minutes, until fragrant. Check to 
make sure they are not burning 
and shake the pan occasionally. 

Remove pecans from oven and 
put them in food processor. Add 
the brown sugar and cinnamon 
and process the mixture until 
finely ground. Add the melted 
margarine or butter and pro
cess until moist clumps form . 

Press the dough into the 
bottom and sides of the prepared 
pan or pans. You may need to 
let the dough cool for a few 
minutes until it can be touched. 

Bake until the crust is golden 
brown and firm to the touch, 
about 25 to 30 minutes. Remove 
from oven and cool completely. 

Chop the chocolate into small 
pieces. Place in a medium bowl. 

Bring the cream to a simmer 
in a medium heavy saucepan 
over low heat. Pour the hot 
cream into the chocolate and 
gently stir until smooth. Pour 
mixture into crust and chill until 
set, about one hour. This can be 
made up to two days in advance. 

Before serving, arrange the 
berries of your choice over 
the top of the tart in overlap
ping concentric circles. 

Place the jam into a small 
heavy saucepan over low heat 
until melted. Brush melted 
jam over the berries. 

Serves 10. 

All recipes and images are .from 
Kosher By Design Entertains, 
by Susie Fishbein, copyright 
2005, Mesorah Publications. 

{fill 
MITZVAHS • H □LIDAYS • CORPORATE EVENTS • WEDDINGS 

LOCALLY HARVESTED 

f"□□ D AND DRINK 

OPEN FUR DINNER EVERY DAY, 

LUNCH SERVED MONDAY - SATURDAY 

HAVE YOUR PRIVATE EVENT IN DUR SPEAKEASY, RI 
M□ NTHLY's 200B 

- Co 
Catering by Tevya 

A Division of Larry Levines Kosher Meats & Deli 

RELAX AND ENJOY 
YOUR OWN PARTY 

MUNCHING • LUNCHING • DINING 
We do it all. .. 

providing you with full service catering. · 

For information, please call Todd Levine 

(978) 535-6449 

This symbol of your love should 
be as unique as the two of you. 

Work with an artist to create 
your desires. 

tamar kern~ 
metolsm1th/ 1eweler 
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160 spring st newport ri 02840 
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, S~BDIOS -j 
-~~~din_g· --~~ t .. 1yutzvahj 
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The Imperial Room at Rhodes Place 
is a beautiful banquet facility, 

Centrally located in the Historic 
Edgewood section of Cranston. 

In-house catering • complimentary planning 
services• ample free parking, 

Fully climate controlled and handicapped accessible 
facility • accommodating maximum of 200 guests 

One Rhodes Place 
Cranston, Rhode Island 02905 

"' 401~67-7102 
4011~383-9413"1'tx._ 

, , ·''"'· .. -.,, 

www.riihriherS!~~,
'' -,~>~'f~i,:::':s:;<_,, n 

tJ5 aper :Jl'oon :fnvitation.Y 
t ine stationer_y & uni9ue gitts 

invitations ·~avors guest addressing 

personal service private studio 

mon - fri IO am-5,}0 pm wed 10am -7pm sat I Oam-1-pm 

r call for evening appointments 

4 01 -94)-1 12) 

www.papcm1oonstationcr~.com 

Rabbinical sermons and broken toys 
inspire local mosaicist 

Nature and maps are 
common themes 

BY NANCY KIRSCH 

nkirsch@jfri.org 

BRO KEN BITS of dis
ca rded toys, hotel keys 
and Rabbi Alvan Kau n
fer 's sermons have all 

served to inspire Jess Regelson, a 
mosa icist for more than a decade. 

"I take what's broken and 
make it beautiful ," she said . 
Although she doesn't ca ll herself 
an environmentalist, Regelson 
recycles items into her mosaic 
murals, furniture or pieces of art 
that many people might discard 
without a second thought. 
. After several years worki ng 
111 New York C ity in theater, 
Regelson and her husband, Doug 
Blum, relocated to Rhode Island 
in 1990, when he accepted a posi
tion as a professor of international 
relations at Providence College. 

When they came here, they 
had a son, Joseph, then three
years-old. (Their daughter, 
Sophie, is now 17.) She knew 
she needed to reinvent herself 
but wasn't sure in what direc-' 
tion. "If someone had told me (in 
1990) that I'd be living a life as a 
visual artist, I would never have 
believed it - but I feel incredibly 
fortunate to do what I do." 

Her creative energies were 
redirected from theater and 
toward creating mosaics, almost 
by chance. "I became a mosaic 
artist because I could not throw 
away some dishes I had broken, 
which I had received from my 
grandmothers, Gussie and 
Anna," she said . Plates from 
other sources play a role in her 
art work, as well. "I use souvenir 

Photo by Jes s Regelson 

THE ART WORK Regel son cre
ated for Rabbi Alvan Kaunfer's 

retirement celebration. 

plates from different 
states - they hearken 
back to a charm-
ing time and place." 
Many of her mosa-
ics reflect her love of 
maps and geography, 
so the state souvenir 
plates and those lost 
hotel keys fit perfectly 
in those mosaics. 

Photo by Sophie Blum 

Her arti stic inter
est may have been 
spiked as a young girl , 
when her mother, an 
antiques dealer, took 
her to museums and 
exposed her to differ
ent artists, Regelson 
explai ned . "When 

MOSAICIST JESS REGELSON 

l got older, the colors of mosa-
ics and the idea of usi ng broken 
materials captivated me," she said. 
Regelson, who learned her mosa-

"I was touched by how 
much people at Temple 
Emanu-EI work to heal 

the world through 
tikkun olum." 

ics skills from other people and 
books, explained: "The art school 
I attended was the Providence 
Public Library." 

Regelson's creative magic 
extends to working with students. 
For 11 years, the fifth-grade stu
dents at Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Elementary School on Prov
idence's East Side have learned 
how to create mosaic murals. 
"From soup to nuts," she said, 
"the fifth graders learn how to 
cut and place the tiles, participate 
in the design, e".erything." These 
yearly initiativ,es also involve the 
kindergarte,ystudents, though in 
a very limited way. The murals' 
themes, which tie into the 
students' learning, include: "A 
Garden Through My Window" 
( to reflect the school's recent 
establishment of a community 
garden on school property), "You 
are Here" (a geography lesson 
incorporating Regelson's love of 
maps), and "Harriet Tubman." To 
date, 18 murals grace the walls of 
the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
School and other area schools. 

Even death and loss inspire 
Regelson to contribute. "When 
my father died, seven years ago, 
I felt so cared for by the Temple 
Emanu-El community. I wanted 
to give back in some way," she 
said. "I got very involved with 
the synagogue after that. My free 
time now is spent at Emanu-El 
or making mosaics." Regelson 
explained that working with 
L_,._ \.~- .. i.: ~~- +-..-. O"Y'0 ,. \, 0 .,\., .,, .....,.. 

whole is a poignant and powerful 
experience. "In my work within 
the Temple Emanu-El commu
nity, I was touched and moved 
by how much people work to heal 
the world through tikkun olum." 

AU communities are broken 
and imperfect, Regelson said, 
and different people reflect that 
differently. "Making art from 
broken things is my small way of 
trying to make the world better," 
she said. 

Given her abiding affection 
for Temple Emanu-El and its 
former rabbi, Alvan Kaunfer, it's 
little wonder that she jumped at 
the opportunity to create some 
art work to illustrate a book of 
his sermons, which was a parting 
gift from the congregation to 
the recently retired rabbi. "He'd 
given a very moving Yorn Kippur 
sermon on_ blessings, and how 
difficult it is to be vulnerable 
enough to give and receive bless
ings, so I made a shadow box 
that illustrates those concepts," 
she said. "For example, the heart 
wrapped in wire symbolizes that 
difficulty. I also wanted to create 
something that represents a 
window into the passage of time 
and generations - from grand
parents to children to grandchil
dren." 

Broken by global warming 
and pollution, nature is another 
inspiration for Regelson's mosa
ics, some of which depict birds 
and the ocean. "I used to berate 
myself when I wasn't constantly 
working," confessed Regelson, 
"until I realized that looking at 
nature, leafing through art books, 
and just reflecting are important 
parts of the (creative) process." 

"Anything broken has beauty 
to me;' she said. "Broken 
things might find their place 
in a piece of my art work, 
so I'm always scanning the 
sidewalk for something." 

R egelson's work is sold in her 
Pawtucket studio and Kreatelier, at 
804 Hope Stteet, Providence. M ore 
information about Regelson. www. 
indiJ(omoonmosaics. 
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doing something different?" 
Several days later, while my fin
gernails and toenails look great, 
my hair-styling skills need some 
work - I can't replicate what 
Aidile so skillfully accomplished 
with a brush and hair dryer. 

SEA M IST SKIN 

REJUVENATION C ENTER 

Two days later, I drove to 
South Kingstown to meet 
with Ellen Scobie, Sea Mist 
Skin Rejuvenation Center 
owner and a registered nurse. 

DISCREET AND CONFIDENTIAL 

Like a therapist's office, the 
Center is tucked away on the 
second floor of a building in a 
new complex, The Village at 
South Commons. For those 
who are privacy-prone, there is 
one door to enter and another 
to exit. And, like a therapist, 
Scobie gets to know you, in a 
non-confrontational and sooth
ing way, and your issues - diet, 
health, stress, exposure to sun 
and pollutants, genetic back
ground, and more - before any 
procedures are done. During my 
consult, I confessed my "skin 
sins;' although the results of 
one sin - extensive sun exposure 
- are clearly evident to the naked 
eye. And the others? "Sugar 
is just bad, for your skin, your 
internal organs, your overall 
health," she said. "When clients 
get off sugar, we see a dramatic 
difference in their skin." As bad 
as sugar is, she said, it's not as 
bad as my diet cola addiction. 

MIRROR, MIRROR ON THE WALL 

"Look in the mirror," she 
told me. "Tell me what you see 
and what you want to improve." 
What I saw and what I want to 

44 Rolfe Street 
Cranston, RI 02910 

Tues-Fri 10-5; Thurs 10-7 

2.5 mile's north of Garden Ci 
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SALONS: They're not your mother's beauty parlors 

ELLEN SCOBIE of the Sea Mist Skin Rejuvenation Center with a Ther
mage machine. The treatment delivers deep heat into the skin to 
rejuvenate existing collagen and stimulate new collagen growth. 

improve is between Scobie, the 
mirror and me, so readers can 
speculate, if they're interested. 

When I told her I'd had a 
facial two days earlier, as she 
examined my skin under a 
magnifying light, she said, 
"Whoever did your facial 
did a great job - your skin 
is so clean." Though I have 
good skin, she said, sun and 
age have left their marks. 

The Center offers long-last· 
ing cosmetic enhancements 
and improvements w ith Botox 
(an injection of, let's face it, a 
toxin to reduce forehead lines), 
Juvederm (an injectable gel 
that smoothes wrinkles), and 
Radiesse (a dermal filler to 
reduce wrinkles and lines and 

restore facial volume), laser 
hair removal and more, and arc 
approved by the Food and Drug 
Administration. The Center, 
which is also licensed by the 
R.I. D epartment of Health, 
is the only "medi-spa" (a spa 
offering cosmetic treatments 
that require injections, such as 
those described) in Rhode Island 
that is non-doctor owned, she 
said. The benefits can range 
from a few months to nearly a 
year, depending on the proce
dure and the client's lifestyle. 

Clients can't walk into the 
Center and get treatments, 
other than massages, makeup 
or facials, on their first visit. 
Rather, they consult with Scobie 
and fill out an extensive two 

High-Rise Luxury Living 
Now Available in Providence 

Waterplace is now offering home 
ownership and leasing opportunities 

Luxury one, two, and three bedroom residences offering incredible riverfront 
views and a host of amenities in an amazing variety of unit types. Living at 
Waterplace, you are in the middle of it all. Close to Providence Place Mall, Water 
Fi re, the River Walk and Waterplace Park. It's a short walk to public transportation 
and a ll that Providence has to offe r. 

.ATERPLACE 
Call401-421-1007 

or visit us on the web at 
www.BestAddresslnProvidence.com 

200 Exchange Street, Providence, RI • Open M-F: 10-7, Sat: 10·5, Sun: 12·5 

Managed by •§•l/jf/§iiflf f3F @ 

page questionnaire. If she and 
her collaborating board-certi
fied dermatologist, Dr. Louis 
Colavecchio (who is on site 
several times a week), see no 
problems, procedures can occur. 

I was surprised to learn that 
even brides in their 20s are 
getting Botox treatments. "A 
lot of brides, bridal parties and 
mothers of brides come for 
Botox so they will have a more 
youthful look in the wedding 
photos," she said. The best time? 
A month before the wedding 
- the procedure will open up 
the eye area to make you look 
more youthful, she said. 

P LASTIC SURGERY DECLINING, 

80TOX AND OTHER 

TREATMENTS GROWING 

Scobie, who 
prefers a natural 
and refreshed 
look, said that 
plastic surgery 
is becoming less 
popular and 
these far less 
invasive treat
ments are on the 
rise. Expect the 
price of Botox 

before and after pictures show 
measurable and ~ometimes, 
remarkable, improvements. 

When I left Sea Mist, I felt as 
ifl' d made a new friend - Scobie 
is down-to-earth, funny and 
clearly wants people to ben-
efit from her treatments. I also 
vowed to try to reduce my love 
affair with diet soda, chocolate 
and sun. And, if Colavecchio 
sees no problem with my medi
cal history, I'm due for a treat
ment. Time will tell if I get the 
same positive reaction that I did 
with the Aidile's pampering. 

Aidile's Day Spa is at 53 Water
man Avenue in East Providence. 
Contact them at 434-3665 or 
www.aidiles.com. Sea Mist Skin 
Rejuvenation Center is at 36 S. 

Photos by Nancy Kirsch 

to drop later in 
2009, she said, 
as it finally has 
some competi
tion. Scobie, 
who has been 
working in or 
running medi
spas for some 

THE LOUNGE AREA of Sea Mist Skin 

10 years, said that the Center 
is only a few months old and 
is eager for more business. 

Her clients include both 
men and women, and run 
the age gamut - from their 
20s to octogenarians. The 

Rejuvenation Center. 

County Commons Way, Suite C-5, 
South Kingstown. Contact them at 
782-2400 or www. SeaMistReju
venation.com. Services and treat
ments were provided by each salon 
at no cost to The Voice & Herald 
or Nancy Kirsch. 

• Weddings 
•Proms 
• Historic Tours 
• And So Much More! 

South County Trolley 
401 ·742·2189 
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Reverend -At Your "Service" 

¢ Baby Naming ¢ Bnei Mitzvah 
¢ Wedding ¢ Funeral ¢ Unveiling 

Rev. Ethan Adler 
Phone: 401.946.2604 
Cell: 401-486·0110 

Email: eadler3@cox.net 

COLDWeLL 
BAN~eRa 

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE 

401 -374-4488 
BonnieSellsHouses.com 

VENDORS: Everything you always needed 
From Page 39 

with her sister, Michelle Klocz
kowski, has invitations for bridal 
showers, weddings, engagement 
parties, "save the date" cards, 
and more, including personal
ized gifts fo r the bridesmaids 
and groomsmen, and wed
ding favo rs. "I've heard horror 
stori es about ordering on the 
l nternet and people losing their 
deposits when the business fails. 
People know my store, they see 
me day in and day out, and we 
have a reputation," she said. 

Can 21st century brides and 
grooms send "e-vites" for their 
weddings? "No, wedding invita
tions are still on paper," said D es
marais, citing several wedding 
etiquette gurus. Instead, mail a 
simple "save the date" card with 
a website for more details and 
information about the upcom
ing wedding. And, brides and 
grooms must write, not email, 
their thank you notes. 

"Double-check your guest list 
before ordering invitations and 
work out your food details in 
advance," she cautioned. "If you 
order 100 invitations and later 
discover you need 25 more, those 
additional 25 invitations will cost 
almost as much as the original 
order. And, if your response card 
doesn't include entree choices and 
you decide to offer them, you'll 

have to print up new ones." 
Christine Clark, owner of 

Planned to Perfection, an event 
planning service, can provide a 
full-service package or coordinate 
the logistics on the actual wed
ding day. "Most of the vendors I 
work with will offer my custom
ers a discount," she said , "and l 
can save them time. I know the 
vendors, know their budgets and 
can recommend which ones will 
fit people's budgets." Clark, who 
services clients in Rhode Island, 
Massachusetts and Connecticut, 
recommends prospective brides 
and grooms meet a few vendors 
to pick the person who fits their 
personality and their budget. 

South County Trolley offers 
an all-white wedding trolley that 
can shuttle a group of30 to and 
from wedding venues; an addi
tional trolley, in the traditional 
red, is also available. "It's a fun 
way to travel, and less expen
sive than using a limo," owner 
Ted Wright said, "and there's so 
much camaraderie on the trol
ley." South County Trolley will 
travel throughout Rhode Island 
(except, of course, Block Island). 

For cost-conscious photography 
decisions, llene Perlman of Ilene 
Perlman Photography suggests 
shooting digitally - instead of 
proof prints and albums, which 
can up the price, have the pho
tographer provide a high resolu-

tion DVD of the pictures. Then, 
the customer chooses the prints -
there are enough photo labs that 
offer good print quality. "If it's a 
lengthy wedding and reception, 
have the photographer cover the 
essence of the wedding - the cer
emony and some of the reception. 
The photographer doesn't have to 
stay to the very end of the recep
tion. And, it's important to know 
how many people will attend 
- if it's fewer than 150 people, l 
can work without an assistant." 

VENUES: FROM TI-1.E BUCOLIC TO 

TI-1.E ELEGANT 

Whispering Pines Confer
ence Center, on the W. Alton 
Jones Campus of the University 
of Rhode Island, already has 
45 weddings booked for 2009, 
reported Erin G uerra, the 
Center's special events coordina
tor. lt can host a seated lunch 
or dinner for up to 130 people 
or 180 for an extended cocktail 
reception. It has 32 guest rooms 
(some with twin beds, others 
with double beds), camp fires 
and camp fire baskets for s'mores 
and snacks, recreation fields with 
bocce, tennis, croquet, basketball 
and volleyball, hiking trails and 
trail maps. W e offer, she said, 
"a way for guests to extend the 
reception without breaking the 

See VENUES. Page 45 

Photo courtesy of Planned to Perfection , LLC 

FLOWERS can be used beyond the bride's bouquet to enhance the wedding's atmosphere. 
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VENUES:A 
beautiful sense 
of place for the 

ceremony 
From Page 44 

bank." Surrounded by 2,300 
acres ofland in West Green
wich, the Center provides all the 
food; weddings are performed 
year-round on weekends. 

The RI Shriners Imperial 
Room, next door to Rhodes 
on Pawtuxet (with which the 
Shriners Imperial Room is often 
confused, staff reported), hosts 
weddings year-round on week
ends, and offers complimentary 
event planning services. "You 
don't need to be a member of 
the Shriners. to rent the facility," 
explained Hillary William-
son, sales manager, which has 
in-house catering, free parking, 
and a dance floor. The site can 
be a venue for both the wed
ding and the reception, should 
people choose that, she said. "A 
moderately-priced wedding with 
100 guests would cost $3,500 
to $5,000, all inclusive. We are 
ex tremely flexible in working 
with people and very profes
sional." The facility can host, 
with a dance floor up to 180 
people; without, about 200. 

Local 121 has hosted a variety 
of rehearsal dinners - cocktail 
parties, buffets and sit down 
dinners - in its Speakeasy, said 
Nancy Miller, who owns the 
restaurant with her husband, 

Josh Miller. "Weddings are 
expensive/' she said, "so plan 
ahead, have a short list and (do 
your) research. Most people 
don't buy the first car or first 
house they see; have a concept 
of what you want and visit a 

Refreshing 
Swimming Pool 

ProvidencelWarwi<k•Airport • 2 TOO Post Road • Warwick Rhode Island 
www.hampton•lnn.com/hi!provldence • 1-800-HAMPTON 

·1·111 •Hil~Xl .i111i l\ 

-

Photo courtesy of NRM Catering, Inc. 

This floating food buffet adds great "eye appeal" to a wedding reception. 

number of places." Local 121 
can work with people on cut
ting food and beverage costs; 
everything is negotiable, she 
said , though there is often a 
difference between what people 
want and what they can afford. 

Best Party Dresses 

"Ask the hotel to break down 
the wedding package so you can 
pick and choose the options you 
really want - that will reduce 
the price," advised Thomas Riel, 
director of sales and marketing 
with The Renaissance Hotel, a 

Bat Mitzvah 
Wedding 

new facility in downtown Provi
dence. "We typically put together 
the whole package - everything 
but the entertainment, photogra
pher and florist - but brides can 
create personalized packages." 

See FLOWERS, Page 46 

Thayer St. 
,,.- Open Fridays 

'til 8 p.m. 

Party and Special Occasion 
Proms 

Graduations 
♦ 288 THAYER STREET, PROVIDENCE • 401-331-9846 ♦ 
♦ 165 MAIN STREET, EAsTGREENWICH • 401-398-1199 ♦ 

Monday-Saturday 11 -6 • Sunday 12-5 

♦ 1000 Chapel View Blvd, Suite 104 ♦ 
Cranston (Next to Johnny Rockets) 401-369-7440 

Dresses • Gowns • Sweaters • Lin erie • ewelr 
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FLOWERS: Arrangements for all seasons 
From Page 45 

The trend now is toward a smaller 
guest list at weddings - the 
brides still want everything - and 
we're seeing receptions offering 
lots of appetizers, rather than 
full meals, he said. A moderate 
wedding at the hotel with 125 
guests would cost about $12,000. 

A LITTLE FOOD, A LITI1.E 

MUSIC •• • AND MORE 

High Spirits has many good 
wines that only cost about 
SlO a bottle. Wine is defi-
nitely less expensive than hard 
liquor," owner Dick Razza 
said . "Come in, look around, 
and pick something you like 
in your price range." Cases 
or partial cases of unopened 
bottles of red wine, he said, may 

, be returned after the event. 
Tri State DJs owner, Chris 

Murphy, said , "Whenever I see 
a bride who's not happy, who's 
not smiling enough, I think she 
missed the point. Once you've 
hired everyone, let them do 
their job and eiijoy,yo~{ day." 
Although tie's Iris!l, he said, 
he's dpf.le enough ; : wish _we~- ._ 
dings to know about the hora 
and other traditional customs. 
Murphy's advice about DJ selec
tion: Talk to banquet managers 
and bartenders at traditional 
wedding venues - they see DJs 
come and go and know whether 
wedding parties and guests are 
happy or not. If brides can't 
decide, he added, go with your 
"gut". And, as with any relation
ship, clear communication is key 
- the list of" do not play" songs 
is as important as the "do play" 
list. Focusing on weddings, the 
company works in Rhode Island, 
Massachusetts and Connecticut; 
their basic package of one DJ for 

five hours begins at $995. "A lot 
of energy goes into one event - so 
enjoy it for all that it's worth." 

Local H ero Catering, owned 
by Sandy Ross and Andrew 
Esposito, will serve kosher-style 
foods with a focus on weddings 
and bar and bat mitzvah celebra
tions. "Our food is innovative and 
when people taste our food, the 
phones start to ring off the hook," 
said Sandy Ross. Asked about 
budget weddings, she added: 
"We are working with a bride on 
a tight budget and we're offering 
her a pasta bar with three differ
ent toppings, a lasagna bar and 
a salad bar for $25 per person." 
Some of their signature dishes, 
she said, include a tri-colored tor
tellini with vodka sauce, a couple 
of different lox appetizers and, 
not knishes, but potato puff appe
tizers. Local H ero makes every
thing fresh to order, she said. 

In add ition to catering wedding 
receptions, Local Hero Catering 
can also cater a prenuptial dinner, 
a brunch the next day, etc. And, 
realizing that today's brides 
- and often their mothers - are 
busy with careers, Local Hero 
Catering is part of a network of 
wedding vendors; it can bring 
a group of vendors together so 
the bride can interview prospec
tive vendors in one fell swoop. 

Certified glatt kosher by the 
Vaad of Massachusetts, NRM 
Catering has both meat and 
dairy facilities, said owner Neil 
Morris. "There's a 'wow' factor 
when people walk in and see 
food displayed on our floating 
glass buffet stations," said Morris, 
"and choosing less expensive 
food options with spectacular 
presentations can save clients 
money." For example, by skipping 

a carving station and offering 
shooters (using martini glasses) 
of different soups on the floating 
buffet, you can save $10 a person, 
he said. Catering costs start at 
about $55 per person with NRM 
Catering; some of their signature 
dishes include a Chilean sea bass 
with dried figs and apricots and a 
vegetarian entree of apple curried 
stuffed acorn squash. The com
pany also offers wedding cakes. 

MORE THAN JUSf DRESSES 

With an inventory that 
includes 1,000 bridal gowns, 
600 to 700 motl1er-of-the-bride 
or cocktail dresses, dresses for 
bridesmaids and flower girls, 
jewelry, shoes and veils, little 
boys' tuxedos (and the ability to 
take measurements for men's tux
edos to outsource those rentals) 
Bridal and Gift offers something 
for everyone, explained store 
owner, Linda Gaudette. "With 
so many d resses in inventory, 
when we have sample sales 
(which happen throughout the 
year), women are buying dresses 
that haven't been tried on again 
and again," said Gaudette. 

With dresses selling, at fuJJ 
price, for $400 to $4,000, 
there's selection at every price 
point; the average price point 
is between $800 and Sl,500. 
The sample sales will list dresses 
at up to 50 percent off. 

The store has been in business 
long enough - 20 years - for 
Gaudette to have sold first com
munion and prom dresses to girls 
who return, years later, for their 
wedding dresses. Sounding a cau
tionary note about women who've 
paid deposits - or full price - for 
their wedding gowns, only to 
discover an empty store when 

See INVITES, Page 48 
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PAPER MOON INVITATIONS has a huge array of wedding invitations. 
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These wedding dresses are just a few of the hundreds of dresses available in a wide variety of prices and styles . Photo courtesy of Bridal and Gift 
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Creating your own 

signature style 
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they return for their merchan
dise, Gaudette said: "It happens 
a lot. If a bridal store can make 
it for five years, it can probably 
survive long-term; it takes a long 
time to establish a reputation." 

Health drin.ks, weight loss 
programs and skin care prod
ucts are also ava ilable, as "we 
want to help you look good," 
she added. Even older brides 
find what they need here, as 
her husband Bob reported . 
"We had th ree 84-year-old 
women who bought dresses 
for their weddings from us." 

Plan on svc months to shop 
for a wedding dress, she rec
ommended. "Only 2 percent 
of the world 's women can try 
on a wedding dress and walk 
out with it fitting perfectly," 
she said. "The rest of us need 
a tuck here, a stitch there." 

Her last adv ice? "Every bride 
is a new bride and may not know 
what's happening," she sa id . 
"People talk freely on two wed
ding sites - www.theknot.com 
and www.brides.com - (each 
site has a message board) and 
vendors can't go on these sites, 
so you can get unbiased in for
mation." 

ZuZu's Petals is not a full 
bridal salon, but two of their 
three stores carry wedding 
dresses. "Many of our bridal 
party dresses could be used for 
other events - our dresses a re 
versatile and a lot less expen
sive," said owner Lois H ol
lingsworth. "A moderately 
priced Nicole Miller wedding 
dress is about $500 and other 
wedding dresses start at $300 
to $350. Many of our dresses 
come from contemporary New 
York and California design
ers who are doing wonderful 
designs with beautiful fabrics." 

And, once the bride has 
chosen her wedding gown, she 
might visit Ruth's Intimate 
Apparel, a bra and lingerie store 
in Cranston with trained bra 
fitters. Carol Schwebel, whose 
mother, Ruth, started the store 
in 1954, sa id , "Bring the gown 
in; it 's not just about the fit of 
the bra, the bra has to be a good 
match for the dress." Ruth's, 
which has fit three generations 
of one family, bridal parties 
and one young bride before she 
shipped out to Iraq with the 
U.S. military, offers value for 
its customers, said Schwebel. 
"Women get their money's 
worth - they're not going to 
wear the wedding gowns a 
second time, but they'll wear 
the bras again. Bras that fit well 
make your clothing look better 
and make you feel better." 
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THE HOTEL PROVIDENCE offers luxurious facilities for bridal events and bridal guests. 

THIS BRIDE AND GROOM HAD A PICTURE-PERFECT WEDDING DAY. 
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A SOUTH COUNTY.TROLLEY can escort your bridal party in style. 
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