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Tu B'shevat: 
Faith in 

our future 
It's more than a 

] ewish Arbor Day 
Bv RABBI SARAH MACK 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

PROVIDENCE- Jf you were 
to turn to the G'vurot prayer in 
Mishkan Tejilah, the new siddur 
of the Reform movement, 
you would notice something 
remarkable. In addition to the 
words "m'hayei ha kor (who 
revives all), worshippers arc 
given a choice to recite the more 
traditional words, "m'hayei ha 
metim" (who revives the dead.) 

For those of you who regu
larly pray with Sim Shalom 
(the Conservative siddur) or a 
more traditional siddur, this 
may not seem revolutionary. 

But for those in the Reform 
movement, raised with the 
Union Prayer Book or Gates 
of Prayer, it represents a 
significant departure. 

The early Reformers vigi
lantly avoided the concept of 
t'hiyat ha metim, revival of the 
dead. Archaic and messy beliefs 
like resurrection were thought 
to be opposed to the rational 
world of modem religion. 

In re-imagining our worship, 
the editors of our new siddur 
had the insight to realize that 
we can view this ancient con
cept through more than a literal 
lens. The rabbis of the Talmud 
knew this as well and spend a 

See PLANTING, Page 9 

A carob tree 

Celebrating Shabbat as a community 

Photo by Nancy Kirsch 

MORE THAN 100 PEOPLE joined in the Community Shabbat Dinner for young families on Jan. 
30 at the JCCRI, sponsored by Shalom Rhode Island, Mother's Circle, PJ Library, JFRI, JCCRI and 
the Network, JFRl's Young Leadership Division. Above, Rachael Kaplan, of Cranston, and her 

daughter, Maddie. For more photos from the dinner, see Page 8. 

Polls point to 
a decisive win 

for Israeli right 
Likud under 

Netanyahu emerges 
as likely winner 

BY LESLIE SUSSER 

JT A Sta.ff Writer 

JERUSALEM - If the polls 
are right, the outcome of the 
Israeli election on Feb. 10 is a 
foregone conclusion. Not only 
does Benjamin Netanyahu's 
Likud seem bound to emerge as 
the largest single party, but the 
bloc of right-wing and religious 

NEWS ANALYSIS 

parties that it leads seems 
certain to garner a majority in 
the 120-member Knesset. 
All the latest polls put Likud 
ahead ofTzipi Livni's ruling 
Kadima Party, some by as many 
as 12 seats (34-22), others by 
as few as three (28-25), which 
theoretically is a small enough 
margin to be overcome via a 

See ELECTION, Page 11 

A positive Jewish voice in R.I. talk radio 
Patricia Raskin 

promotes the power 
of positive living 

8v RICHARD As!NOF 

rasinoj@jfri.org 

EAST PROVIDENCE - Jn 
the kvetching landscape of talk 
radio in Rhode lsland, Patricia 
Raskin's two hours of "Positive 
Living" on WPRO on Sunday 
afternoons, from noon to 2 
p.m., is a growing force on 
the local airwaves, attracting 
a wide audience that seems 
to want to listen and learn 
more about how to accentuate 
the positive in their lives. 

Raskin, 61, who lives in 
Newport, is often accompanied 
to the studio along the Wam
panoag Trail by her 92-year
old father, Melvin, a retired 
dentist; he is now a resident of 
Tamarisk Assisted Living in 
Warwick. Indeed, her strong, 
evolving relationship with her 
father - and his support for her 

"pathfinding" ways - has been 
a major influence on her life. 

ln her first book, Pathjind
ing: Seven Principles for Positive 
Living, her father wrote the 
foreword, in which he said: 
"It is truly fulfilling to have 
a child - your adult child 
- come to you with some of 
the things you taught her and 
realize they took. The founda
tion of a child's respect for 
parents and society is the greatest 
strength a culture can have." 

"My Judaism is very important 
to me," Raskin said. "It's very 
much about tradition and family 
values. It's about the value of 
tikkun olam, repairing the world." 

Raskin, whose media career 
began with a pioneering cable 
TV show in Massachusetts some 
three decades ago, is now both 
on air and on line with three 
Internet-based call-in shows. Her 
diminutive size - about 5 feet tall 
- belies both a powerhouse radio 
voice and her enormous bundle 
of energy. "Even as a child, J 

See RADIO, Page 15 

Photo by Richard Asinof 

Patricia Raskin and her father, Melvin, at Tamarisk 
Assisted Living in Warwick. 
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CANDLE LIGHTING TIMES 

i ' I I For Greater Rhode Island 

Feb. 6 4:48 
,. ' 

~ Feb. 13 4:57 

Feb. 20 5:06 

~ ~- ~ Feb. 27 5:14 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK: 
"When we say and do what is not expected 
of us, we are making the statement, 'Hineni, 

here I am."' 

Rabbi James Rosenberg 
See Page 4 

IN THIS ISSUE: 

'FIDDLER ON THE ROOF' 

ATPPAC 
See Page 14 LINKING THE CHAIN 

COMING NEXT ISSUE: 

PROVIDENCE COMMUNITY KOLLEL is arranging to obtain a Torah scroll from pre
Holocaust Europe and donating it to the Israel Defense Forces as a symbolic closing 

of the chain of Jewish survival. To make this more meaningful to the Rhode Island 
Jewish community, Kollel plans to engage 300 to 400 people to study different selec
tions of the Torah, because, "it is Torah study that binds us all together and ensures 
our survival." The Torah scroll will be presented to the IDF on March 22, 2009. For 
more information, contact torah@providencekollel.org. or call 383-2786. 

FINANCIAL PIANNING 2009 
VOICE & HERALD SPECIAL SECTION 

Do you know about 7he Wonzen/s Alliance? 
Th,e, Women's /\/1i,1a1.ce, End.()WlllettJ; Fund of the Jewish Federation of Rhode Island ha s made nearly $10,000 in grants 
to help wome n and children in our co mmuni ty and in Israel , funding programs like: 

@ "Sunshin e in a Bag," a program of Jewish Eld ercare of Rhode Island 
@ "Treating Child Abuse, Breaking the Cycle of Domestic Vio lence," a program of ELI, The Israe li Assoc iation for 

Child Protection 
@ " Healthy Rela tionships" course at the Harry Elkin MIDRASHA Community High School , a program of the 

Bureau of Jewish Education of Rhode Island 
@ Valley Outreach and Support Project , a program of the Haifa Rape Crisis Ce nter 

On May 4th, all 81 members of the Women's Alli ance Endowment Fund are invited to participate in making grants to 
agencies requesting funds for new programs . Each member of the Women's All iance Endowment Fund has the 
opportunity to participate in this important process because each made a ,:o mm itment of $1,ooo , beyond their annua l 
campaign co ntributions, to join this illustrious cadre of women. 

You could be there, too, 

Your gift to the Women's Alliance Endowment Fund will co nnect your philanthropic dreams with those of women from 
across our community. Your one-time commitment will last forever. 

You are invited to become a member of the Women's Alliance Endowment Fund 

Name: ____________________ Address:. _________________________________ _ 

Phone: Email .: _________ _________ _ 

Jewish 
Federation 
of 
Rhode 
Island 

www.JFRl.org 

O My $1,000 check is enclosed 
O My $334 check is enclosed as the 1st of 3 consecutive annual installments 
a Please bill me 

For more information, contact Beth Dindas, Director of Women 's Philanthropy, at 401-421-4111 x174 or bd indas@jfri.org. 

Return th is ad with yo ur check to: )FRI Women's Alliance 130 Sessions Street Providence , RI 02906 . or fax to : 401-331 -7961 

1-
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URI Hillel students congregate to help rebuild New Orleans 
All work, little play 

made the winter 
break meaningful 

BY BETSY COH EN, URI '12 
Special to The Voice & Herald 

FOR M OST college 
students, winter break 
is a t ime to go home, 
catch up with friends, 

go someplace warm on vaca
tion and sleep in past noon. 

For 80 college students from 
nine H illel orga nizations around 
the country, this winter vacation 
was all work and li t tle play. 

Teaming up with Rebuilding 
Together, a nonprofit organiza
tion that rebuilds homes for low 
income, elderly and disabled 
homeowners all around the 
United States , eight other Hillel 
students and I, along "'.ith Lisa 
M. Friedman, Hillel's Jewish 
student life coordinator, joined 
other Jewish college students in 
rebuilding New Orleans. 

Spending my vacation doing a 
mitzvah was a g reat opportunity 
for me to grow as a Jew and as 
a community-oriented person. 

Our hou~-long bus ride from 
the airport to Camp Hope, a 
converted middle school that · 
was to be our home away fro~ 
home, was a real eye-opener. I 
was shocked to see houses with 
gaping holes in their roofs and 
shutters tilting away from their 
windows, threatening to fall at 
the slightest breeze. There were 
very few people out and it seemed 
almost ghostly as I observed how 
deserted the area was. To me, it 
seemed as if Hurricane Katrina 
had struck New Orleans only 
a few days before our arrival. 

The remains of a house, cov
ered with ivy, were marked with a 
spray-painted "X" surrounded by 
seemingly random numbers and 
letters. The house looked decrepit 
with a huge hole in its roof, shin
gles lay scattered on the ground 
by the front steps and wooden 

Pho tos courtesy o f UR I Hillel 

Left to right, top row: Nechama Cusano, Becca Kraut, Debbie Calesnick, Jeff Scherr, Evan Katz. Lindsay 
Diamond, and Jamie Green; bottom row: Becky Tobey, Betsy Cohen, Lisa Friedman and Matt Merin are 
all smiles as they pose in New Orleans. 

boards covered broken windows. 
I later learned that the number 

on the top area of the "X" 
indicated the date the particu-
lar building had been searched. 
The bottom number was the 
number of human bodies plus the 
number of animals found dead 
in the building. The number to 
the left of the 

Cales nick, a U RT sophomore, 
said . "I think people need to 
be more patient and realize 
that diffe rent walks of life are 
a beautiful thing," she said. 

For Becca Kraut, a URI 
freshman, having the oppor
tunity "to meet other people, 
Jewish or not, who share the 

County in New O rleans, L a. 
H ome to 85-year-old widow, 

M arie Crockett, this house was 
in desperate need of fixing. 

The nine of us from U RI and 
the group from Hofstra Univer
sity bonded quickly - we had all 
come with the same goal, to help 
rebuild a broken city. When we 

fi rst began, 
"X"marked 
the number 
of hazardous 
objects within 
the structure 
and the letters 
to the right 

"Spending my vacation doing a mitzvah was 
a great opportunity for me to grow as a Jew 

and as a community-oriented person." 

I don't think 
any of us had 
the slightest 
idea what to 
expect. Soon 
enough, ] 

represented the agency or group 
that had searched the premises. 
Almost every building, house 
and school I saw during the 
week had been spray-painted 
with the infamous "X." 

Although this community 
service trip was arranged in con
junction with Hillel, students of 
all faiths were invited to join us. 

"While staying at Camp Hope, 
I realized how easy it is to live 
and coexist with those that are 
much different than us," Debbie 

same values" was one of the 
best parts. "It was awesome to 
have everyone come together to 
work towards a common goal of 
fixing a broken city," she said. 

Our days were long and 
filled with hard work, but very 
fulfilling. My group, the URI 
Hillel bunch, was teamed with 
the Hillel group from Hofstra 
University. Our assignment? Fix 
up 1803 South Dupre Street, 
located in the Broadmoor 
neighborhood down in Orleans 

found myself 
setting up and climbing to the 
top of 20-foot high scaffold-
ing to scrape weathered paint 
from the side of the house. 

People driving by the house 
would slow down to observe 
us laughing and smiling as 
we worked hard to repair M s. 
Crockett's home. Often, people 
would honk at us in thanks. On 
occasion, people would march 
straight up to us and thank us 
personally. It truly was touching 
and made each of us feel that 

we were making a difference. 
One day we visited the Lower 

9th Ward, the area closest to one 
of the levees that had failed the 
day Katrina swept though the 
G ulf Coast. More than 20 feet of 
water, along with extremely high 
speed winds, had devastated this 
neighborhood. Alligators, three
foot-long rats (known as nutria), 
sharks, sewage and bodies had 
floated along the streets. H omes 
were li terally pushed off their 
fou ndations and fell apart, killing 
children, parents, grandparents, 
brothers, sisters and fa mily pets. 

In the Lower 9th W ard , an 
entire neighborhood lies devoid 
of vitali ty still today, deserted of 
its former inhabitants. Stand
ing on the side of the road , all 
I could see were empty lots. 
Foundations with front steps 
leading to nowhere marked 
where fa milies once lived, their 
homes nowhere to be seen. 

After seeing the current situa
tion in the city more than three 
years after Katrina, I know that 
I will somehow find_ myself back 
there in years to come. I am so 
glad that I went on this alterna
tive winter break trip to help 
less fortunate people. I know 
that we made a difference. 

The URI Hillel students who 
went on this]anuary4-11 trip 
were: Debbie Calemick oJRiver
ton, NJ; Betsy Cohen of Ando-
ver, Mass.; Nechama Cusano of 
Providence; Lindsay Diamond 
of Marlboro, NJ; Evan Katz 
of Jamestown; Rebecca Kraut of 
Hauppauge, NY.; Matt Merin of 
Southampton, Penn.Jeff Scherr of , 
Washington Township, NJ and 
Becky Tobey of Amherst, Mass. 

For information about URI's 
Hillel, go to www.urihillel. 
org;for iriformation about 
Rebuilding Together, go to 
www.rebuildingtogetherorg. 

The Gertrude N and Seeber! 
J Goldowsky Foundation and 
Herman Rose provided generous 
support to URI Hillel for this trip. 
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FROM THE 
Ex:EcuTIVE EDITOR 

Tradition, tradition 
Bv RICHARD AsINOF 

rasinoj@jfti.org 

DARA HORN'S ESSAY, 
"Right on the Money," 
about reading Sholom 

Aleichem in the wake of the 
Madolf scandal (www.jbooks. 
com), is an insightful and percep
tive look at the wisdom contained 
in the novel, Tevye the Dairyman. 

She begins: "In a time so ancient 
that no one under 40 remembers 
it, the greatest taboo subject in 
both literature and life used to be 
sex. That taboo is long gone, of 
course. But those concerned that 
we live in an age where nothing 
is too scandalous to mention need 
not worry, because one subject 
remains that no one in polite com
pany will ever bring up: money." 

Horn continues: "People who 
will readily share their sexual 
proclivities in a public forum 
would never dream of mention
ing what they earn, or how much 
their home or their portfolio is 
worth - until, of course, they sud
denly discover that their home and 
portfolio are worth nothing at all." 
· However, about Aleichem, who 
lost an inherited fortune in the 
Kiev stock exchange and then 
spent the rest of his life dodg-
ing creditors, Horn says: "Sholom 
Aleichem was a man whom Madolf 
would have hoodwinked just as he 
did everyone else. But at lea.st we 
would have gotten a good story out 
ofit. Sholom Aleichem's fiction 
doesn't shy away from the enor
mous taboo subject of money." 

Dara Horn, of course, is a bril
liant young Jewish writer who 
grew up in Short Hills, N.]., the 
hometown of Philip Roth's fic
tional character, Brenda Potem
kin, and the bad name Roth lent 
to her hometown in part led to 
her zeal to create a different voice 
- as a woman and as a Jew - than 
Roth's rather misogynistic one. 

I have often imagined writing a 
scene where Horn might encounter 
Roth - and perhaps John Updike, 
as I once did - in a neighborhood 
bar, discussing the problems with 
American fiction. With the recent 
death of Updike, that vision cre
ated by American male (and often 
Jewish) novelists - where fiction 
was utilized to recount the facts of a 
prosperous 20th century American 
world as it was torn asunder from its 
dominant orbit and hurtled toward 
uncertainty - is now kaput. (Sounds 
much like Tevye's world, doesn't it?) 

It is, well, much like Bruce 
Springsteen and the E Street Band 
appearing at the Super Bowl, three 
decades past their glory days. 

.. 2.e-.T.E.V_Y.E..J!aa8....6 

IT SEEMS To ME 

Was it intuition, or the imp of the perverse? 
Acting in a totally 

unexpected way 

DURING THE SUMMER 
of 1967, between my first 
and second year of classes at 
the New York School of the 

Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute 
of Religion, I served as a part-ti me student 
rabbinical intern at Manhattan's venerable 

Bellevue Hospital , which 
sits between First Avenue 
and the East River less 
than a mile south of the 
United Nations complex. 
My supervisor was the 
modest, gentle, Aexible, 
deeply intuitive Jewish 
chaplain for the hospital, 
Fred Hollander, an 
Orthodox rabbi. 

encounter with a middle-aged Jewish 
woman, I continue to think about it. I 
still do not know whether to be proud of 
my youthful spontaneity or to be dis
mayed at an adolescent lack of judgment, 
a failure to consider the consequences 
of what I was saying; had the woman 
misconstrued my intentions, my words 
could have wounded her profoundly. 

Upon recent reAection, I have begun 
to understand my behavior at Bellevue 
Hospital so long ago from two differ-
ent, perhaps contradictdry, perspectives. 
On the one hand , I am indebted to the 
insights found in Malcolm Gladwell's 
Blink: 1he Power of1hinking Without 1hink
ing (Little Brown &Company, 2005). 

According to G ladwell, very 
often - though by no means always 
- our snap judgments are our best judg
ments; for our intuition, our so-called 

sees "the imp of the perverse" as that 
profound human need to act at times in 
a way that is completely unexpected. 

Often this urge is a dark one, push
ing us in the direction of pursuing what 
is wrong precisely because it is wrong. 

As children , we are frequently tempted 
to do "bad" things just to see what will 
happen when we do them. I agree with 
Poe that we never completely outgrow 
our desire to act perversely. For in its 
own peculiar way, the imp of the per
verse continues to goad us into acts of 
self-affirmation. When we say and do 
what is not expected of us, we are making 
the statement: "Hineni, here I am! And 
you can't formulate me in a phrase." 

None of this is to suggest that when I 
entered that room in Bellevue Hospital , I 
harbored some unconscious need to hurt 
the woman who was lying helpless in her 

One day, 
while making my "rounds" of 
Jewish patients, I walked into the 
room of a middle-aged woman, 
who was lying in bed dressed in 
gloom. After identifying myself, 

"Very often - though by no means 
always - our snap judgments are 

our best judgments." 

bed. Nevertheless, there was within 
me the perverse desire - need - to 
do the opposite of what the woman 
expected. Perhaps this not-so-subtle 
urge for self-assertion that resides 
within me to this very day is yet 
another expression of what the rabbis 
of old have called the Yetzer Harah, 
the inclination to do evil, which 

I asked, "How are you feeling?" 
"Oy vey, do I feel miserable! 

Everything hurts." 
Without missing a beat, I 

responded with, "Glad to hear it! " 
The woman's laughter filled the 

sick room. "That was pretty gutsy; I 
might have been deeply offended." 

"But you weren't. I sensed that you 
could use some cheering up, and you 
looked like you might appreciate a fresh 
approach. OK, so I took a small risk." 

Of course, that brief exchange in a 
patient's room in Bellevue Hospital could 
have gone in a very different direction. 
The woman might have launched an 
angry complaint to Rabbi Hollander. 
My "gross insensitivity" to the patient's 
fear and pain might have put my rab
binic career in some jeopardy after just 
a single year as a seminary student. 

More than 40 years after that brief 

That's my mother 
and sister in the photo 

IN THE DEC. 26, 2008, issue of 1he 
Voice & Herald, "Do you remember 

the JCC's camps?" you printed three 
pictures from Camptown in 1951. That 
was the JCC day camp in Providence 
or Cranston at the time. In the lower 
right-hand picture, I believe that I 
recognize my mother and my sister. 

Our family lived in Cranston from 
1949 until 1957, when we moved to 
New Jersey. Both my sister and I went 
to Camptown for many years. 

The woman on the left in the fore
ground with the sailor hat on is my mother, 
Helen Siner (who died in 1991). Her 
right hand is holding the hand of my 
sister, Deborah Siner (now Cummins of 
Brooklyn, N.Y.). Deb would have been 
about 4 then. I would have been 7, but 

"rapid cognition" is actually the fruit 
of years and years of experience. 

Applying the principles of Blink to my 
Bellevue behavior, I might suggest that 
when I entered the woman's hospital room, 
I was able to "read" her body language, her 
face, the tone of her voice, and conclude 
- if only unconsciously- that it was "safe" 
to make a stab at humor. The problem 
with such an explanation, however, is 
that in the summer of 1967, I had just 
reached the ripe old age of 23. Although 
in those days I happened to sport a 
distinguished beard, I was hardly in a 
position to claim that I had been drink
ing deeply from the fountains of wisdom. 

Another explanation for my behav
ior can be found in Edgar Allan Poe's 
short story, "The Imp of the Perverse," 
published in 1845. Poe, whose 200th 
birthday was observed this past Jan. 19, 

Letter to the Editor 

remains locked in perpetual conflict with 
the Yetzer Tov, the instinct to do good. 

Yes, I did take a risk in respond-
ing as I did to that middle-aged Jewish 
woman in Bellevue Hospital. I still 
do not know if my behavior was an 
unconscious "blink" reaction or if it was 
prompted by the darker, more devious 
forces of the "imp of the perverse." 

Most likely, my motivations at that 
time can be explained as a combina
tion of the two. I took a risk then, and 
I continue to take risks to move my 
human interactions out of the realm 
of the brain-dead and the heart-dead 
predictable. Nevertheless, I admit that 
I have never again responded to an "I 
feel miserable" with a "Glad to hear it." 

Rabbi James Rosenberg can reached at 
rabbiemeritus@templehabonim.org. 

IN THE POND at Camptown in 1951 

Because these pictures arc from the 
R.l. Jewish Historical Association, it 
will be t~rilling form~ t

0
0 som::ime 

time I'm in Rhode Island, I will try 
to visit and look at what they have. 



~-·- ------·--,-~- - ----- ----

-•l~j~lt•U-- JewishVoice&Herald Feb111ary6,2009 PAGE 5 

Hundreds of proposed 
solutions, none has 

yet worked 

I

N MY LAST COLUMN 
I tried to show how the 
vaunted two-state solution 
is impracticable, at least 

under current circumstances. 
Israel would be surrounded 
by enemies, similar to Poland 
in 1939; "Palestine" would be 
bifurcated, separated by an 
unfriendly power, the problem 

Josh 
Stein 

Pakistan had 
until Bangla
desh seceded 
in 1971. I 
promised to 
provide a solu
tion that would 
work. Instead, 
I propose three. 
Will any peace 
plan succeed? I 
frankly doubt 

it, but what I propose might, just 
maybe have a chance if there is 
a sudden eruption of reason and 
the stars are aligned just right. 

Suggestion one: Restore the 
area as it was in 1967 with mod
ifications concerning Jerusa lem 
and any settlements that are per
manent. Jordan and Egypt reab
sorb the West Bank and Gaza, 
respectively, and bits ofl srael to 
compensate for Arab lands taken 
by Israel. Advantages include 
that Israel will negotiate with 
sovereign nations that recog
nize it, not with war lords who 

FROM THE OLD OLIVETTI 

Will a 'three-state' solution bring peace? 
don't, and it will b_e Jordan 
and Egypt which police the 
area, helping in the economic 
development, opening chan
nels of food and communica
tion . Advantages to the Arabs 
- taxes will flow to Amman 
and Cairo; the people of Gaza 
will have unlimited access 
to the outside world , subject 
no more to Israeli blockades, 
and the people of the West 
Bank will have access to the 
sea through Jordan proper. 
The principal disadvantage 
is that neither King Abdul
lah nor President Mubarak 
is likely to agree. Mubarak 
knows what happened when 
his predecessor Sadat made 
peace with Israel, and Abdul
lah would not want to suffer 
the fate of his great-grand
father who was assassinated 
in 1951 for even considering 
a peace treaty with Israel. 

Suggestion two: Not a 
two-state, but a th ree-state 
solution. Create an indepen
dent West Bank nation and an 
independent Gaza. This will 
double the potential 
Palestinian vote in 

•Amman 

Jordan 

avoid the highway across the 
desert that the two-state solution 
presupposes. The inevitable dis
solution of untied Palestine will 

neighbors, but at least it won't 
be a single hostile neighbor, 
as when the old United Arab 
Republic surrounded Israel 
from 1958 to 1961 until the 
Syrians had enough and left. 

Would Palestinians accede 
to thi s? I don't know. They 
might. They should. But will 
their hatred oflsrael blind 
them' It has in the past. They 
will have their nation states; 
they will not have all oflsrael. 

Suggestion three: The 
solution to the problem from 
Israel's perspective is eternal 
vigi.lance. Isaiah tells us that 
when the Messiah comes, the 
wolf will dwell with the lamb 
(Arabs will live peacfully with 
Jews?) but as those two great 
Jewish sages, Maimonides 
and Woody Allen, have so 
succinctly put it, the lamb will 
still be very nervous. Israel 
should be very nervous. 

Counting my suggestions, 
by rough estimate, there have 

been 500 approaches to peace 
since World War I. Highlights 
include the Balfour Declara-

tion (vague prom
ise to Jews); the 

the United Nations 
(not that they need 
that many more 
sympathetic votes) 
and grant sover

"To paraphrase Golda Meir, peace 
will only come when Arabs love their 

children more than they hate us." 

M cMahon Pledge 
(vague promise to 
Arabs); the Sykes
Picot Agreement 
(planned carving 
up of non-Turkish eignty to the people 

who call themselves 
Palestinians. Each will be able 
to make diplomatic, economic 
(and inevitably military) alli
ances with others and it will 

be immediate without the hard 
feelings and angry parting of the 
ways caused by delay. Israel may 
still have two potentially hostile 

Now BAITING 

areas by Britain and 
France); The League of Nations' 
Mandate; the Churchill White 
Paper (excluding Transjordan 
from the area designated as the 

Jewish National H ome); the Peel 
Commission Report of 1936 
(the first to suggest partition); 
the British rejection of the Peel 
Commission Report; the 193~ 
White Paper (limiting Jewish 
immigration into Palestine) ; 
the Anglo-American Confer
ence of 1946 suggesting opening 
Palestine to Jewish refugees; 
the U.N. Partition Plan (three 
Jewish zones, three Arab zones, 
crisscrossing at specified points) ; 
the 1949 armistance agree
ment. Oslo; Madrid; Clinton 
Peace Plan. Need I go on? To 
paraphrase Golda Meir, peace 
will only come when Arabs love 
their children more than they 
hate us. (Hamas leader Nizar 
Rayan and his fou r wives and 
11 children were killed in an 
Israeli ai r raid. That Rayan was a 
terrorist commander is indisput
able. But his wives and children? 
Well, he'd already sent one of 
his sons to be a suicide bomber. 
So how much did he love them?) 

If there is a sudden out
pouring of reason, if the stars 
align just right, if Arabs start 
loving their children more than 
they hate Israel, there will be 
peace. In the meanwhile we 
prepare for the next engage
ment we hope won't come. 

josh Stein is a professor of history 
at Roger Williams University. H e 
can be reached at jstein@rwu.edu. 

The Israel-Gaza conflict inspires dialogue in Brown forum 
Columnist's defense 
of Israel earns more 

private than 
public praise 

''IMUSTTAKEA 
moment to thank 
you for the excellent 
and much needed 

editorial... I am a 91-year-old 
Baptist, but the people oflsrael 

and Jerusalem 
have been in 
my thoughts 
and prayers for 
months. Thank 
you, thank for 
your article." 

Two weeks 
ago, I pub
lished an Alan 

Z L op-ed column 
UC.K.ennan in 1he Provi-

dence journal, 
on the fighting in Gaza (if you 

would like a copy, please e-mail 
me or go to their web site). The 
column supported Israel's attack 
on Hamas, describing Hamas 
as a force oflslamic militancy 
dedicated to the destruction of 
Israel and the imposition of an 
Islamic state on the land that 
now composes Israel, the West 
Bank and Gaza. 

notes in the mail. Some were 
from Jews and some from others; 
some castigated and some praised 
Israel and me. While there were 
more attacks than praise, the 
total number was too small to 
use this difference to say that 
support for Israel is declining. 

That may be the case, as my 

the beginning of this column, 
and whose name I will omit. All 
members of the Rhode Island 
Jewish community should savor 
it, and I will treasure it. A note 
of praise and thanks came from 
a senior member of the Rhode 
Island rabbinate, and even 
though I omirhis name, I want 

/ to thank him, too. 
It also maintained 

that most Americans 
recognize Israel's 
right to defend itself 
from rocket attacks 
and understand 
Hamas' political 

----------------------- My exposure 

"It was a classic example of four Jews 
arguing amongst themselves, in which 

one defended Israel and attacked 
Hamas and three attacked Israel." 

to items involv-
ing Israel's friends 
and foes continued 
this past week. I 
recently took part in 
a panel discussion 

agenda and methods, ______________________ _ at the Brown Hillel, 
on the fighting in 
Gaza. There were 

and so they stand 
with Israel. 

The piece elicited many 
responses which open a window 
onto people's views about Israel. 
Some of them were sent as com
ments to the newspaper's website; 
some came to my e-mail address, 
some were left on the voice mail 
at my office, and some came as 

colleague Josh Stein pointed 
out in a letter to 1he Providence 
journal, but one cannot know 
that from the responses that 
I received, and for reasons to 
which I will return, I doubt it. 

By far, the most gratifying 
came from the woman who lives 
in Westerly, whom I quote at 

four of us, well sort 0£ Actually, 
I was there in body and spirit, 
and the others were present on 
computer screens (a rather odd 
experience, in and of itself). An 
hour before the event, I was told 
that the other three would be 
critical oflsrael, and so it was 

me against the three computers. 
There were about 70 students in 
the audience. The event offers 
another way to assess reactions 
to Israel's attack on Gaza. 

How did things go? It was 
a classic example of four Jews 
arguing amongst themselves, 
in which one defended Israel 
and attacked Hamas (me) and 
three attacked Israel and either 
ignored or downplayed Hamas' 
importance. No matter the 
apparent differences among the 
other three (an oleh from North 
London who took part in various 
negotiations for Israel with the 
Palestinians and who now works 
at a think tank in Washington, 
D.C., a rabbi from the North 
American branch of Rabbis for 
Human Rights, and an Israeli 
woman who has refused to serve 
in the IDF), they all agreed that 
the primary (and sometimes) 
exclusive fault lay with Israel. 

See STUDENTS, Page 6 
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Relationships, love and friendship sustain fat her 
A 'new normal' 

. ensues for family, 
made smaller 

by death 

Bv K EVIN DWARES 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

IT WILL BE FIVE years 
on Feb. 18 since my son 
M ax passed away from 
complications related to 

chronic myelogenous leukemia 
(CML) or, in lay terms, cancer. 
Five long years. The time 
has moved forward, though 
not exactly how I thought it 
would be. I always thought 
that things would get better, 
as time is supposed to heal all, 
but that is not exactly true. 
The only truth is that we live a 
"new normal" as nothing can 
ever be the same again. Losing 
Max was a loss that at the time 
was unbearable. No parents 
should ever bury a child before 
they themselves go to God. 

Max's loss was a crip-
pling episode in our family. It 
changed the family dynam
ics for me, my wife Barbara, 
my son Jake, grandparents, 
aunts and uncles and, of 
course, our large extended 

From Page 5 

The analyst from the think tank 
seems to believe that his solu
tions will solve all the problems 
and place Israel in the progressive 
liberal camp. He and the rabbi 
essentially accused Israel of war 
crimes. The young Israeli joined 
the analyst in placing all blame 
for everything on the "occupa
tion." I repeated the themes of my 
column from 1he Providence four-

family of"friends." During 
this time, it hurt me that some 
family members and friends 
didn't step up to the plate 
and show support when it 
was most needed, but I guess 
after five years I have come 
to the realization that some 
people deal with emotions 
and losses in their own way. 
Many people get illnesses, 
lose jobs, and get divorced 
and everyone must deal with 
the situation to the best of 
their abilities. We all have 
learned to move forward and 
live our lives as best we can. 

Reading this, some people 
may think tl,at I am upset and 
have not moved ahead since the 
loss of Max, but it is quite the 
opposite. Life for me, and for 
everyone whom Max touched, 
has moved at a breathtaking 
pace. Barbara continues 
to teach Hebrew school 

Max Dwares 

N aval W ar College and am 
completing my 25th year work
ing for the federal government. 

My brothers-in-law, Robert 

dous support, including Jake's 
second mother, Susan Adler, 
of Cranston and her husband 
(and my good friend), Steve 
and their children, Shoshanna 
and Josh. Others who have 
offered friendship over the 
years have been Judy and 
Steve Wei ssblatt, Ron Free
man, Mike Frank, Nancy and 
Howard Bassel, Rabbi Sol and 
Sue Ann Goodman, Steve 
White, Steve Dinerman, 
Cantor Rick and Kit Perlman, 
Meryl and Marsha Glatt, 
Helene and Brian Goldstein, 
Sheryl lshai from Israel, the 
Levensons, the W eintraubs, 
the Blumenthals from Sharon, 
Mass ., the H ersheys, D ebbie 
Johnson, Mark Lake, Lev 

Poplow; Aaron, D ebbie, Sara 
and Ellie Rosen; Lee Lerner, 
the Redlichs, the Yardenis, 

Sherwin and Rhoda Zaid
man, and many more too 

at Temple Am David and 
works at the Federal Hill 
H ouse in Providence as a 
playroom coordinator for 
children who need a healthy 

"W'II I h Id numerous to mention. 
I we eave t e WOr a Throughout history, 

better place when it is our 
time to move on?" 

and safe place to visit with ---------------

many have passed on and 
will continue to do so. 
The constant is the love 
of family and friends that 
propel each and every one their parents. Jake is a 

first year student at CCRI in 
W arwick and plans to pursue 
a degree in criminal justice. I 
am still employed at the U.S. 

and E d Gold; my sisters, Loren 
Redman and Beth D wares; 
and many friends have been 
with us throughout the last five 
years and have offered tremen-

of us forward. W ithout these 
interpersonal relationships, 
who are we? What will we 
become? And will we leave 

STUDENTS: Debate Israeli-Gaza conflict 
nal that I have highlighted here. 
It was not a pleasant evening. 

How did the 60 to 70 Brown 
students in the audience respond? 
From the questions asked by 
those present, it's not easy to 
know. There was time for only 
four or five questions from those 
asking questions. Three or four 
disagreed with the analyst and 
the rabbi (the young Israeli did 
not remain on computer). One 
attacked my position. A young 

man wearing a kaiftyeh as a 
scarf challenged me to convince 
him that Israeli really wants a 
two-state solution. After all, he 
proclaimed, Israel remains in 
direct violation ofU.N. Resolu
tion 242, and all subsequent 
diplomatic efforts rest on this 
agreement. Add in the "apartheid 
wall," he continued, and all we 
see is Israel's policy of subjugating 
the Palestinians. The rest of the 
audience was polite and silent. 

Before going on, I should 
highlight my response to the 
challenge. Resolution 242 marks 
the diplomatic end of the Six Day 
War, in June 1967. It includes 

TEVYE: A tale for all seasons 

the critical clauses, "secure and 
recognized borders for all States," 
and "wit;lidrawal by Israel from 
territories occupied during the 
war." These phrases contain 
purposeful ambiguity, which 
allowed for the agreement to be 
passed and accepted and which 
has bedeviled its implementation. 
Consider that the word "territo
ries" has no modifier, and so it 
means some of the territories, but 
not necessarily all, and that's the 
way Israel and the United States 
has understood the passage. 

From Page4 

In Updike's novels that 
documented a quintessen
tial Middle-American hero 
- Harry 'Rabbit' Angstrom 
- there is much to be learned 
about the seamy underside of 
the historical era once dubbed 
by Time founder Henry Luce 
as "the American century." 
· Indeed, the transition from 
President George W . Bush 
to President Barack Obama 
personifies this change. The 
once-dominant worldview 
of the elite White Anglo-

culture has given way to 
an ethnic~lly and racially 
diverse, technologically adept 
community. The president 
uses his Blackberry. 

Night by Elie Wiesel is now 
required reading by the Provi
dence public schools - and the 
school system has reached out 
to the Rhode Island Holocaust 
Education & Resource Center 
for the training of teachers. 
Would that our high-school 
history classes also be assigned 
to read Rabbit, Redux to better 
understand the turbulence of 

be required to listen to Charles 
Mingus' recording of "Fables 
of Faubus" to better com
prehend the response to the 
oppressiveness of segregated 
America in the 1950s. And, 
read 1he Bluest Eye or Sula 
by Toni Morrison to better 
understand the destructive 
American myth of beauty. 

And, of course, have them 
read Tevye the Dairyman. 
The wisdom contained in the 
dialogues - often between 
Tevye and himself - still 
contain a universal appeal. 

In French and in Arabic, rules 
of grammar require articles to 
modify nouns, and so both con
tain a definite article. As a result, 
by not returning to its boundaries 
before the outbreak of the Six 
Day War, Israel is not in viola
tion of the English version and 
is in violation of the French and 
Arabic texts. Similar ambigu-
ity applies to the first part; after 
all, conflict over the recognition 
oflsrael as a state in the region 

the world a better place when 
it is our time to move on? 

We all need to get up every 
morning, whether or not 
we have a job, good health 
or a good relationship. We 
need to put our feet on the 
ground and get going. Life 
was never meant to be easy. 
Life has always presented us 
with challenges. With the 
constant news today of job 
loss, foreclosu res and fai ling 
banks, retirement may be a 
distant dream for most of us. 

Yet, we have ourselves and 
family and friends to rely on 
and propel us forward to a long 
and healthy life . Every day, say 
thank you to someone, leave a 
generous tip, smile at a stranger 
and leave a positive impression. 
Remember, it's not what you 
take with you when you go at 
the end of your life; it's what 
you leave behind that matters. 

I leave you with words from 
my son,Jake, age 18: "What
tya gonna do?" All we can do 
is move forward in both good 
and bad times. I wish you 
all peace and contentment. 

Kevin Dwares is a contract
ing officer with the Naval War 
College in Newport. He can be 
reached at K.dwares@aol.com. 

interpretations. Citing Resolu
tion 242 may be used to support 
and to deny most claims about 
the territories that Israel has 
controlled since the end of the Six 
Day War. That's the virtue and 
problem with diplomatic deals. 

All told, I could easily swat 
away this challenge. I told the 
student that I did not expect to 
change his mind, but at least 
he should know how to ask 
the right question. Israel's foes, 
at least in this case, failed . 

The three Jews who were so 
critical oflsrael and so uninter
ested (at best) in Hamas did not 
fare any better than the young 
man in the kaiftyeh. The next 
day, one of the students who 
attended the session told me 
that in the conversations that 
followed the panel discussion, 
the students agreed with me. 
Perhaps, and I certainly hope so. 

And if so, these students, along 
with our elderly Baptist friend 
who prays for the people oflsrael 
and Jerusalem, help to sustain 
my optimism about American 
and Jewish support for Israel. 

Alan Zuckerman is a political 
science tirofessor at Brown 
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The birth and progress of Jewish 'on-holidays' 
To everything there 

is a season - and an 
'un-holiday' 

AERPETUAL holiday, 
aid George Bernard 
haw, "is a good work

mg definition of hell." 
His observation is a bit fastidious, 
with a hint of Calvin, suggesting 
that there is something funda

mentally sinful 
about holidays. 

Perhaps if 
we retreated 
to the phrase 
'holy-day' - the t~ etymological 
precursor of 
holiday-we 

St ,nJ might then 
~M.D. satisfy Shaw's 
__ _.,..,...,.....,.._. apprehens10ns 

of the perils of 
measureless pleasure. 

After all, no society, certainly 
no religion that dreams of 
prevailing, is bereft of its 
festivals, often called sacred - but 
not without its accompanying 
frivolities and feastings. Is there, 
after all, any notable difference 
between a holy day and a holiday? 

We solemnly observe one but 
jubilantly celebrate the other. 

Holidays, sociologists tell 
us, are days of rest created by 
each ethnic group to celebrate 
a significant happening in its 

historic past, something worthy 
of enduring remembrance. 

H olidays are ti mes when 
myths of the ancient days are 
transformed seamlessly into 
current drama, when ethnic 
identity is reinforced 

neighborhoods, the Jewish 
districts of Brooklyn celebrated 
the secular, non-denominational 
holidays including Thanksgiving, 
the Fourth of July and New 
Year's Day. 

the bordering Italian and Irish 
neighborhoods were not only 
more numerous, but also more 
openly and happily celebrated 
than the monochromatic holy 
days in their own district. 

Furthermore, many 
and when, additionally, 
the soul might be 
renewed after days of 
toil and struggle. 

Each holiday, in 
addition to whatever 
else it is, becomes a 
weekday Shabbat, less 
pious perhaps, but still 

"Thus were born, clandestinely at 
first, the Jewish un-holidays, ways 
for the assimilating Jews to catch 

up in the number - if not the fervor 
- of the Gentile holidays." 

of these Christian 
festivities took place 
in the crowded open 
avenues, beneath open 
skies, rather than 
indoors in storefront 
shu/J. 

Je·Nish children 
watched in awe, and 

an opportunity for 
identity, repose, reflection and 
reconstitution. 

NEIGHBORHOODS OF 
CHARACTER 

The immigrant and second
generation Jewish enclaves 
of Brooklyn consisted of the 
newly arrived populations in 
Brownsville and Williamsburg, 
the settled and reasonably 
assimilated folk living more 
comfortably in Crown Heights 
due west of Brownsville, and the 
established upper-middle-class 
Jewry in northern Flatbush and 
Bay Ridge. 

Each neighborhood had 
its own character, cujsine, 
catering establishments, movie 
theaters, idols, social standards; 
its idiosyncratic criteria for 
success and even patterns for the 
celebration of its holidays. 

And, along with other ethnic 

These special occasions flour
ished in addition to the hand fu.l 
of holy days observed by the 
various Jewish factions of inner 
Brooklyn, ranging from the 
secular, Socialist left that barely 
and grudgingly observed Yorn 
Kippur, to the vigilantly obser
vant far right that insisted on 
celebrating every Jewish festival 
even the birthdays of the lesser 
scriptural prophets. 

The geographic boundaries of 
Brooklyn's ethnic enclaves might 
have been fairly well defined but 
their borders were quite porous. 
Street happenings of one district 
were often solemnly observed by 
children from adjacent neighbor
hoods. 

And, it didn't take a Jewish 
youngster, say in central Browns
ville, very long to note that the 
number of celebrated holidays in 

the adventures of 

perhaps envy, as the 
non-Jewish streets were periodi
cally festooned in brightly colored 
ribbons, with brass bands loudly 
proclai ming ancient anthems and 
gilded statues of saints parad-
ing through the dingy streets 
followed by crowds of excited and 
happy children. 

Many of these festive holidays 
also brought out street booths 
selling ethnic foods, fl avored 
ices, masks, amulets, and other 
religious tokens. There were small 
Ferris wheels and pony rides 
for the observant youngsters. 
The result, collectively, was an 
ecstatic church service with 
the parishioners momentarily 
forgetting their poverty and 
sharing, with their neighbors, 
a few hours of impetuous joy. 
It was exuberant street theater 
- part spontaneous, part 
contrived - with a volunteer cast 

of thousands. 
No Jewish child could pos

sibly participate openly in these 
hallowed revelries, despite the 
ease with which one might join 
in the spirited dancing, eating 
and street-side chatter. Actively 
participating would represent a 
calumny against one's parents 
and one's tortured heritage. But 
was there, somehow, a quiet way 
of pre-empting these non-Jewish 
festivities without rejecting one's 
own tribal traditions? 

Gradually, holidays such as 
C hristmas were celebrated in the 
less fastidious Jewish households. 
Cautiously, as though it were a 
stealth festival, the process began 
with the quiet exchange of gifts, 
a special dinner in the lo~al 
Chinese restaurant perhaps, an 
exchange of holiday cards pro
claiming only "Season's Greet
ings," or "Happy Hanukkah," but 
clearly replicating the Christmas 
tradition. 

Thus were born, clandestinely 
at first, the Jewish un-holidays, 
ways for the assimilating Jews 
to catch up in the number - if 
not the fervor - of the Gentile 
holidays. Easter is now at the 
far margins of the un-holiday 
domain. And when Ramadan 
enters the realm of un-holidays, 
universal peace has truly arrived. 

Dr. Aronson can be reached at 
smamd@cox.net. 
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Aladdin, Sinbad & Ali Baba 

Immigration Judge 

Robin E. Feder 

Immi9ration Issues Today 
Pkas(' Join us as Robin Feder, Federal Immigratio n Judge, 

speaks about Immigration Issues Today 

Robin E. Feder was appointed as an Immigration Judge in No,.:embcr 2006. Judge Robin 
Fed<'r received Bachelor of Arts degrees in Spanish and French in 1980 fro m the University 
or Illinois and a Juris Doctorate in 1983 from George Washington University. 

Judge M..'f.ler is the President of th<' Rhode Jsland Chapter of the Federal Bar Association . 
She was an Assistant U. S. Attorney at th<' U. S. Attorney's Offi ce in Rhode Island, sen'ing 
as the Chief nfthc Civil Dh·ision from April 1996 to January 2005. Judge Feder also scn·ed 
as an Assistcmt Attorney General fro m January 1987 to August 1990 and as Chief or the Civil 
Divisio n from August 1990 to Apri l 19% at the Department of Altorncy Gcn<'ral, State of 
Rhode Island . She was in private prac tice in Pro~·idcncc, RI and Chicago, IL from 
November 1981 to January 1987. She is a membe r o f the Rhodt· Island aml Illinois bars. 
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SHABBAT FAMILIES 

NEIL BERENBAUM of Providence is all smiles as he holds his daughter, Brooke. 

MARC GERTSACOV, of Cranston, keeps 
a watchful eye on son, Jackson, as he 

reaches for the challah. 

-
I 

~ 

GAUT RAZ (standing), embraces her sons, 
Noam and Tomer. The family lives 

in Providence. 

Photos by Nancy Kirsch 

IVY WALTER (left), of 
Pawtucket, and Alison 
Bromberg, of Barrington, 
appear thoughtful and 
reflective about the evening. 
Are they thinking: • whose 
idea was this, anywayr 
or • rm starving, let's eat 
already.• 

Good, JVibe vibrations 
Reaching out to 

Jewish teens 
BY NEAL R UBIN 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

BALTIMO RE- Until a few 
months ago, 17-year-old Tova 
Simenowitz worked on the fami
ly's Vermont farm - [and studied 
at the New England Academy 
ofTorah in Providence.] These 
days, she wants to plant Jewish 
seeds in 2,500 area teens. 

As president of the Teen 
Advisory board of J Vibe, the 
national Jewish teen magazine, 
she wants peers here to know that 
the colorful bi-monthly magazine 
is free to the fi rst 2,500 M aryland 
teens who sign up at http://www. 
jvibc.com. (Click "free subscrip
tion" on the right-hand side.) 

The publication, already 
distributed in some area 
schools, tastefully hand les 
difficult teen topics. 

1he January/February 2009 
issue, for example, features come
dian Sarah Silverman, "on being a 
fun ny, fea rless Jew," battli ng bul i
mia, teen pregnancy, the top 10 
ways to get into shape and more. 

"With all of the popular culture 
available, there's enough garbage 
on TV shows and in books," 

• I "T' , ' - - ----J ._ U pper 
Park H eights [in Baltimore] 
about two months ago with her 
parents and brother. "]Vibe brings 

TOVA SIMENOWITZ, who 
st udied last year at t he New 

England Academy o fTorah, is 
now t he president of JVibe's 

teen advisory board . 

it to a new level, where you put 
Jewish values into it. And it's cool 
because it comes fro m teens and 
we know what we want out of it." 

Baltimore is one of four new 
communities in ] Vibe's give
away - joining Cleveland, Las 
Vegas and the Metro West New 
Jersey area. The money for the 
initiative comes from funders 
including the Baltimore-based 
Blaustein Foundation and the 
Center for Jewish Education. 

"I don't know if there's any
thing else in the Baltimore 
community that can reach 
2,500 teens at once," said Ami r 
Cohen, executive chief officer of 
JFL M edia,JVibe's publisher. 

R eprinted with p ermission of 
The Baltimore Jewish Times. 

Holocaust Education & Resource 
Center provides teacher training 

BY RICHARD A SINOF 

rasinoj@;fri.org 

PROVIDENCE - On Feb. 
4, the Holocaust Education 
& Resource Center of Rhode 
Island will provide training 
to about 30 Providence public 
school teachers. The 
sessions will prepare 
the teachers to work 
with students who 
will be reading 
Elie Wiesel's 
Night, which is a 
mandatory part of 
the curriculum. 
The goal is to 
make sure that 
these educators 
are conversant 
with Holocaust 
education. A 
second train
ing will take 
place later 
this spring. 

The 
trainings are 
being done in coordination 
with the Anti-Defamation 
League (ADL), New England 
region, using the curriculum, 
"E choes and Reflections," 

wh ich has been put together 
by the Shoah Foundation, 
Yad Vashem and the ADL. 

"This comprehensive train
ing demonstrates the recogni
tion by the Providence school 
system of the important role 
that the Holocaust Education 

& Resource Center 
plays in 
further
ing the 

H olocaust 
education 
for stu

dents and 
teachers in 
the Rhode 

Island com
munity," 

said Ezra 
Stieglitz, a 
member of 
the Education 

Committee. 
The Center 

will also be col
laborating with 
high schools on 

the East Bay and Aquidneck 
Island to provide teacher train
ing on H olocaust education. 
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We're all part of one Jewish family 
My 'Hineni' 

moment 

Bv BEA Ross 
Special to The Voice & Herald 

in Kishinev. And then someone 
asked him how old he was and 
he sa id , 'Tm 20 years old." 

I froze when he said that. I 
got goose bumps. I had a 20-
year-old son at home myself. 
He was away at school. He 
had a car. H e 
planned to go 

Russia and Roman's did n't! 
I also realized that the 

situation could easily have 
been reversed - and that was 
my 'Hineni' moment, the 
moment I understood 'Hineni.' 

I'd been active in the Jewish 

I recognized not 
only how really for
tu nate my fa mily and 
I were, but also how 
closely connected 
we are to members 
ofJewish com
munities through
out the world . 

Hineni 

ONA CAMPAIGN 
mission to Molclova 
several years ago, I 
met a young man 

named Roman. He was the 
interpreter on the minibus during 
our site visits in Kishinev. He was 
a very personable young man and 
we began to ask him questions. 

to law school. "We're all part of one 
H e had ·so 

community 
for many 
yea rs, but 
at that 

All of us have a 
parent, grandpar
ent or great grand
parent who came 
to A merica from 

much privi- . Jewish family no matter moment, 
what I lege and more where in the world Here I am. important, he 

had so much we live and that's why 
always 
saw as a 
responsibil
ity I had to 
the Jewish 

another country 
while others in their He was a university stu

dent. He lived at home. He 
commuted to school. He was 
president of H illel. He also 
had a job to help out with 
expenses. His career goal was 
to become a bank manager 
because that's a really good job 

opportunity. it's so much part of 
And I real- family stayed behind. 

ized that the Jewish tradition." W e're all part of one Jewish 
fam ily no matter where in the 
world we live, and that's why 
it's so much part ofJewish 
tradition, why it's a corner
stone of our tradition, that 

we help our own who need 
help. It's what we've always 
done. It's who we are. only differ

ence between 
my son 
Jay and Roman was that 
Jay's great grandparents left 

PLANTING: An act of our faith 
Fron Page 1 

great deal of time discussing the 
matter in Tractate Sanhedrin. 

If you cannot believe in resur
rection, the rabbis point out, 
think of snails that are nowhere 
to be seen in dry weather, but 
come out in abundance when 
it rains. A s a gardener, I can 
think of no better metaphor 
for describing this otherwise 
intangible concept. T'hiyat 
ha-metim is not only Ezekiel's 
vision of dry bones rising from 
their graves, but also a view of 
life as a continuous regenera
tive process. This resurrection 
is the ultimate expression of 
hope in the darkest hour. 

more welcome sight than the 
green tips of a tulip or daffod il 
surfacing in the frozen ground 
after weathering the dark, cold 
winter months, our ancestors 
celebrated the produce to come. 

The truth is that planting 
itself is an act of faith . It is hard 
fo r our rational minds, however 
scientific, to grasp the potenti al 
in a tiny seed. I am ever amazed 
that the seeds I start in February 
become actual tomatoes in July. 

H oni the circle maker is 
known fo r many stories in the 
Talmud, including a famous 
prayer for rain and a stint as the 
Jewish Rip van Wrinkle. One 
day, slowly and carefully, H oni 

W e usually ------------- planted a row 
of carob trees. 
C arob trees "May we all sow 

seeds of compassion, 
kindness and 

think of Tu 
B'shevat as a 
holiday akin to 
a Jewish Arbor 
D ay. The 15th 
of the H ebrew menschlekeit to mend 

are known 
to be slow 
fruit bear
ers, taking 
up to 70 
years before 
reaching 
maturity. A 

month ofShevat the world our children 
was determined 
by the rabbis 
of the Talmud 

will inherit." 

as a "birth-
day for the trees" for the pur
poses of harvest and tithing. 

The rabbis decided that, since 
most of the nourishing winter 
rains had already fallen, Tu 
B'shevat would mark the end of 
t he agricultural year. While this 
makes sense in the land oflsrael, 
here in New E ngland, it often 
seems odd to be celebrating 
trees when they have no leaves. 

But our tradition teaches 
that Tu B'shevat is also about 
a botanical t ' hiyat hametim 
- renewal of nature. The blos
soms that appear around Tu 
B'shevat will eventually turn into 
almonds and pomegranates. 

Tu B'shevat is an expression of 
faith in the vitality of the future . 
I n the same way that there is no 

traveler pass
ing by asked 

him, "Why do you•plant carob 
trees, old man, when you 
won't live to see them bear 
fruit?" H oni replied: "I plant 
them for my children and for 
my children's children." 

At this great moment of 
·hope and potential in our 
national life, Tu B'shevat 
has a great deal to Jeach us 
about faith in the future. 

M ay we all sow seeds of 
compassion, kindness and 
memchlekeit to mend the world 
our children will inherit. 

Rabbi Mack is the associate 
rabbi at Temple Beth-El in 
Providence. She can be reached at 
rabbimack@temple-beth-el.org. 

community 
exploded 
into a 

personal connection that 
became part of my soul. 

Bea Ross is president of the 
Women 's Alliance of the Jewish 
Federat ion of Rhode Island. 

MORE THAN 
A BISSEL 
OF YIDDISH 
SONGS 
AMY OLSON SINGS 
more than a bisse/ of 
Yiddish songs. She 
was accompanied by 
Michael H. Goldberg, 
percussionist, and 
Christina Crowder, on 
accordian. 

The Young Leadership Network of the Jewish Federation of Rhode Island 

invites yo u to our Signature Event 

to celebrate our commitment to a vi brant Jewish community 

~network 
Saturday, March 7, 2009 8:oo p.m. 

The Federal Reserve 
60 Dorrance Street Providence 

$50.¢0 per person 

Visitwww.JFRl.org for more information & to register for the event. 
Please reply no later than March -rs'. 

The Network is dedicated to involving young professionals , in their mid-2os to mid-4os, in 
a broad range of activities , as a means to enhance their commitment and connection to the 
work of the Jewish Federation of Rhode Island, to Israel , and to the greater Jewish 
community. No. solicit ations will be made at th is event. 

EJ.-.uh 
Feder.arion 
•I 
Rhod, 
bland 

www.JFR l.org 

Need more information? 

Contact Rachel Mersky Woda, Director of Next Generation Philanthrop) 
at 401.421.4111 x206 or rwoda@jfri.org. 

- .'! .. 
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Taking terrorists such as Hamas to court - and winning 
Local attorney tells 
how he pursues civil 
terrorism lawsuits 

BvMARYKORR 

Senior Contributing Writer 

PROVIDENCE - Providence 
attorney David J. Strachman 
fights international terrorism in 
the arena he knows best - the 
courtroom. A pioneer in the 
field of civil terrori sm litiga
tion, he successfully argued 
the first case to be filed under 
the 1991 anti- terrorism law 
known as the Klinghoffer Act. 

It was named after the 
murdered wheelchair-bound 
victim on the ship A chille Lauro, 
Leon Klinghoffer, after inten
sive lobbying by his fami ly 
for its passage in Congress. 

Judge Ronald R. Lagueux. 
The case was filed in 2000, 

and after several years wend
ing its way through the judicial 
sys tem, Hamas, the PLO and 
the Palestinian Authority were 
ordered to pay $232 million in 
total to the families of Brook
lyn-born Yaron Ungar and hi s 
Israeli wife, £frat, who were 
brutally murdered in 1996 whi le 
driving home from a wedding 
near Beit Shemesh, Israel. 

"Apparently, the fact that 
£frat was driving was a 
motive for the fundamental 
ist terrorists, who sprayed 
hundreds of bullets into 
their ca r with machine 
guns," Strachman sa id. 
The couple's 9-month-
old son Yishai, strapped 
into hi s car seat in the 
back, survived. The couple also 
had another son at home. 

"The grandparents brought 
the car seat the baby was riding 
in to court in Rhode Island. 

rori sm law have been effective 
in 

tially, 

satisfying judgments, or at 
least par-

in often creative 
ways. Through the courts, 
they have attached bank assets 
or properties owned by the 

attached in Palestini an funds 
and are frozen. "We are now 
Litigating with va rious enti
ties to get those funds." 

In a case he 
argued aga inst the 

Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran, a court 

allowed the seizure 
of a house in Texas, 
which was bought by 

the late Shah oflran; 
the former regime held 

the title to the prop
erty. I t was put on the 

auction block and the 
proceeds went towards 
satisfying the judgment. 

In another instance, 
when Strachman lea rned 

that the University of Chi
cago was planning to return 
Persian antiqu ities in thei r 

collection since the 1930s back 
to Iran, he got a court order to 

halt the transfer, and is seek
ing to attach these to sati sfy a 
judgment in the case of Rubin 

ing to talk," Strachman sa id . 
And they are willing, he 

said. "They are proud of what 
they have done." He told of 
receiv ing a letter in Arabic 
from one of the terrorists in 
the Ungar case, now in jail. 

Although the defendants 
in these cases most often 
choose not to show up in 
court, the case neverthe
less must be argued to the 
satisfaction of the judge. 

Strachman feel s the suits act 
as an "economic disincentive" 
to terrorism and effectively 
block their transfer of funds 
through the American banking 
system. It brings some justice 
to the victims, he asserted. 

Strachman, a graduate of 
Brandeis University and Boston 
University School of Law, is an 
adjunct p rofissor at Southern 
N ew England School of Law and 
has taught civil terrorism law 
at R oger Williams University. 

The statute, and a subsequent 
amendment, allows American 
victims of international ter
rorism to sue terrorists and 
State Department-designated 
terrorist nations in U.S . fed
eral courts. The law also 
provides for damage awards 

It was riddled on both 
sides with bullets," he 

------------------ vs. the Islamic Republic of 
"A terrorist does not walk into Iran, which involved five 

He is a partner at McIntyre, 
Tate & Lynch is Providence, 
and has recently co-authored said - a tiny miracle. 

But how do you get 
terrorists or rogue nations 
to pay up once a judg-

a bank and open an account in American victims wounded 
in a terror attack at the Ben a collection of civil terrorism 

cases and applicable statutes, 
called Cases and Materials on 
Civil Terrorism Law (Law
yers and judges Publishing at 
www.lawyersandjudges.com}. 

his own name." Yehuda mall in Jerusalem. 
Collecting evidence in 

ment is rendered? 

to be tripled. M arianne Pearl, 
widow of slain Wall Street 
Journal reporter Daniel Pearl, 
fi led such a suit in 2007. "A terrorist does not 

walk into a bank and 

David J. Strachman these cases can be chal-
__________________ lenging. I n the latter case, 

Recently, Strachman spoke at 
the Rochambeau Library and 
reviewed the landmark case 
he successfully argued before 
Providence U.S. District Court 

open an account in his own 
name," Strachman said. 

He and other attorneys in 
this emerging field of civil ter-

A Premier 
Overnight Camp 

Experience 
Oorah's summer camps. BoyZone and GirlZone, 
offer an exciting array of activities that appeal to the 
interests of every child. Our unparalleled staff members 
provide much warmth and individual attention to ensure 
the happiness and integration of each camper. 
\Xie look forward to gMng your child a mort memorable 
summer experience! 

only Sl,299 

Oorah's 

GlrtZ•ne 
JUNE 26 - JULY 22 

1.877.GIRLZONE 

defendants or funds mas-
querading in some cases as 
charities or pension funds. 

Strachman said hundreds of 
millions of dollars have been 

"we had to prove Iran had 
a direct hand in the terror-
ist attack and we flew over a 
former FBI agent who inter
viewed a H amas member will-

M ary Korr can be reached 
at mkorr@verizon.net. 

~ ~ ~ii) ©'.\Ills WOOJIP ~~ fu! 
NORTHEAST DIAMOND & CASTING COMPANY 
01c11(•r Swphe11 Kmu.•>s. four C()m,nunity ,Jeweler 

Owner Stephen Krauss, Your Community J eweler 

a~~ 
l}!)jllfill!ID 

Trade in at the store or 
we'll come to you door. 

House calls by 
appointment. 

~ 
~ 
30% OFF 
All Cape Cod 

Jewelry 

201 Washington St. 
Rt. 1 , next to Mr. Gutter, 

Attleboro, MA 

Emai l: Stephenbk1@yahoo.com 

CSOBJ :399-6062 
Hours: Mon. , Wed., Fri. & Sat. 10am . 5pm; 

Tues. & Thurs. 1 Dam • 8:30pm; 
Sunday by appointment 
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Three of the candidates in Israel's Feb. 10 election, Kadima's Tzipi Livni, Labor's Ehud Barak, and 
Likud's Benjamin Netanyahu. · 

ELECTION: Polls see Israelis leaning to the right 
From Page 1 

coalition deal. But all the surveys, 
without exception, give the 
religious and right-wing parties 
a virtually unassailable lead, 
ranging from at least 10 scats (65-
55) to as many as 18 (69-51). 

That means Netanyahu is 
almost certain to be invited to 
form the next government. 

The only question seems to 
be the nature of the coalition he 
forms. Will he go for a narrow 
right-religious government that 
includes the hard-line Yisrael 
Beiteinu party led by Avig
dor Lieberman; two fervently 
Orthodox parties, Shas 

stops. Her most recent campaign 
tactic is to appeal for support as a 
woman. A campaign ad suggests 
that no one would question the 
prime ministerial credenti als 
of a man with her record: army 
officer, Mossad agent, he_;id of the 
government companies' authority, 
minister of immigrant absorp
tion, regional cooperation, justice 
and foreign affairs, and deputy 
prime minister. 

Livni is also highlighting the 
"Obama factor," arguing that an 
intransigent Netanyahu-led gov
ernment would be almost certa in 
to clash with a new U.S. admin-

ishes ahead of Kadima, Barak's 
post-election dilem ma is ukely to 

be whether to join a Netanyahu 
government that includes the 
hawkish Lieberman. 

As much as Barak would ukc 
to stay on as defense minister 
under Netanyahu, there are 
strong voices in Labor insisting 
that if Lieberman, who is advo
cating a "loyalty test" for Israeli 
Arabs and says only he knows 
how "to deal" with them, they 
will stay out in principle. 

Netanyahu, however, will find 
it difficult to keep out Lieberman. 
Indeed, Lieberman has been the 

and Torah Judaism; and 
two national-religious 
parties, Jewish Home and 
National Union, associ
ated with supporters of the 
settlements? 

Or will he opt for a 
national unity government 

"Thirty percent of voters say 
they are still undecided. If they 
have not been factored in by 

the pollsters, Feb. 10 could still 
provide a surprise twist or two." 

that also includes Kadima --------------------

big story of the 2009 
election. Latest polls 
give his strident Ymael 
Beiteinu party about 16 
Knesset seats, with some 
even placing it ahead of 
Labor as the country's 
third-largest party. 
Lieberman, who emi
grated from the Soviet 
Union in 1979, started and/or Ehud Barak's 

Labor Party? Netanyahu claims 
his biggest mistake as prime 
minister from 1996 to 1999 was 
in not forming a national unity 
coalition with then-Labor leader 
Shimon Peres. It is a mistake he 
does not intend to repeat. 

This time, Netanyahu says, 
he wants to establish the widest 
possible national unity govern
ment with the parties on the right 
balanced by Kadima and Labor 
on the left. 

Moreover, including Labor 
without Kadima would be 
enough to enhance the otherwise 
hard-line government's interna
tional image and, more impor
tantly, give Netanyahu a degree 
of flexibility in the Cabinet in 
dealing with peacemaking initia
tives. 

Livni, who just four months 
ago seemed certain to become 
the country's next prime minister, 
is now very much the underdog, 
and she is pulling out all the 

istration bent on bringing peace 
to the Middle East. Israel needs 
to put a peace plan on the table 
now because time is running out, 
she declared Monday at a confer
ence on national security. 

As for Barak, the most signifi
cant element of his campaign is 
the way he has been targeting 
Livni, not Netanyahu. More than 
anyone else, he has played on the 
"think twice before voting for a 
woman" card. When Livni called 
for tough action in the wake of 
renewed rocket fire from Gaza 
this week, Barak referred to her 
as "gveret mebarberet" - the chat
tering lady - and said he found 
it difficult to see people who 
had never held a gun or fought a 
battle calling for military action. 

But Barak's chances of actually 
winning the election seem negli
gible. According to the polls, the 
best he can hope for is perhaps to 
supplant Livni as runner-up. 

Whether or not Labor fin-

his political life close to Netan
yahu in the Likud. In 1999, after 
a falling-out with the then-prime 
minister, Lieberman founded a 
small Russian immigrant party, 
which has since developed into a 
force on the international stage. 

In this election, he calculat
ingly fanned anti-Arab sentiment 
to build a wide base of electoral 
support. His main election slogan 
- "No citizenship without loy
alty" - suggests that, if empow
ered, he would deny citizenship 
and its concurrent voting rights to 
Israeli Arabs. 

Lieberman's many critics on 
the left accuse him of racism. 

What could change things and 
have all the pollsters eating their 
hats? Thirty percent of voters say 
they are still undecided. If they 
have not been factored in by the 
pollsters, Feb. 10 could still pro
vide a surprise twist or two. 
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Home Care Solutions 

Our attentive, caring 
staff is available to 

assist with your 
personal and 

homemaking needs 

959 North Main Street 
Providence. RI 02904 
(40 I) 331-6962 
www.j fsri .org 

ONLY OUR NAME HAS CHANGED 
The high quality care you have come to know at 

Jewish Family Service Home Care 
has not changed. 

Stephen F. Schiff, M.D., F.A.C.S. 

MOHEL 
CERTIFIED by Jewish Theological Seminary 

and the Rabbinical Assembly 

CERTIFIED by the American Board of Urology 

401-274-6565 

Your Personal Bookkeeper 

Specializing in Small 
Business and Individuals 

Louise Zuckerman 

Phone: 401 -742-5420 

bool<keepertogo@cox.ne t 
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JERUSALEM J OURNAL 

Becoming a combat medic serving the IDF infantry 

DANI STIEGLITZ poses wit h a model skeleton from one 
of his classrooms. 

Hours spent 
p racticing techniques 
took on new meaning 

with Gaza crisis 

N EW MONTHS AGO 
wrote about my initial 
xperiences in the Israeli 

Army and how I was training 
with a group offellow olim 
chadashim (new immig rants). 

~ 

Since then, a lot has hap
pened. H aving left those initial 
few weeks of trai ning on an 

emotional high, 
I decided to 
go with my 
instincts and 
follow my desire 
of serving as an 
infantry soldier. 

To do this, 
I agreed to 
sign on for 
an additional 

year in the army and go 
th rough seven months of even 
more rigorous training. 

Not only was it a desire 
of mine to serve my country 
as an infa ntry soldier, but to 
do so as a combat medic. 

So, when the time came 
to select a mere 14 indi
viduals from my unit of 130, 
I was happy to find that I 
was among those selected. 

The 14 of us were temporar-

IJtliillA!~fEIMf!I 

~ 

Live in elegant surroundings, enriched 
with a distinctive cultural ambiance. 

An unparalleled level of service and amenities, 
and the support you need for your safety 
and peace of mind. 

Choose from spacious studio, one or two 
bedroom apartments - and studio or companion 
apartments in our Renaissance Memory Support wing. 

To arrange a personal visit, 
call Dianne: 401 -732-0037 i 

J 

_...,,.. A Carellnk Member ·• 
~ A Communl.ty of Jewish Stlniors Agency of RI _ _ . 
L· -- - --~ . O O 'h . .f' ... 1~ 

Our Inclusive Pricing Means Savings to You' 

THE PHYLLIS SIPEASTEIN 

TAMARISK 
ASSISTED LIVING RE SIDENCE 

3 Shalom Drive Warwick, Al 02886 
·- - - - -~ - - -

A Kosher Assisted Living Residence 
www.tamariskri.org 

ily relocated to the base where 
all combat medics are trained. 
Joined by a mix of soldiers from 
various other units from around 
the country, we began what 
would be a rigorous two- to 
three-month experience. 

We discovered very quickly 
that while our basic training 
was physically challengi ng, th is 
medics course would be very 
mentally challenging. For me, 
there would be an add itional 
language 

wounds and breaks, assist doc
tors with various procedures, 
and treat the common cold and 
muscle aches. One thing that 
had almost all of us cring ing 
was any lesson that involved 
needles; practicing meant using 
one another as guinea pigs. 

Our arms began to look quite 
sore after numerous attempts at 
opening up each other's veins. 
There was also the day we spent 
practicing giving each other fake 

injections, 
challenge. 
Outof60 
soldiers in 
the course, 
I was one of 
only three 
non-Israe
lis and by 
fa r had 
the lowest 
level of 

"Since we were being 
trained as combat medics, 

what we spent most of our 
time rehearsing was how 

to treat a wounded soldier 
in the field." 

completing 
the lesson 
by having 
to place a 
needle in 
our own 

leg, and 
leaving it 
there until 
everyone 
in the 
class had H ebrew out 

of the entire group. 
As the weeks passed, we were 

slowly but surely conditioned by 
our new commanders to absorb 
a wea lth of new info rmation that 
they thrust at us. First, there was 
a bombardment of classroom lec
tures on topics such as anatomy 
and trauma, and then eventually 
mixing in the more practical -
applications of how to deal with 
various situations in the field . 

We would spend hours 
practicing techniques such 
as how to bandage various 

completed the task. 
Since we were being trained 

as combat medics, what we 
spent most of our time rehears
ing was how to treat a wounded 
soldier in the field . W e would 
get into groups where one person 
acted as the medic, and at least 
one person was the wounded . 
Within each group there was 
also a "narrator" who would 
dictate the situation to the medic, 
si nce in reality he did not have a 

See MEDIC, Page 26 

SALE 20 - 60% off our 
already reduced prices! 
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Jewish Community Calendar 
Friday 
February6 
Shabbat Shira - Song of the Sea 
The Agudas Ac him Choir and Band 
will perform when the Shabbat Shira 
is recited. Rabbi Elyse Wec hterman 
will lead servic es. 

WHERE: Agudas Ac him, 901 N. 
Main St., Attleboro, Mass. 

WHEN: 7:30 p.m. 

MORE INFO: (508) 222-2243 

Shabbat in a Box 
Six-week class for parents and 
children ages 1-4. 

WHERE: Temple Beth Abraham, 
1301 Washington St., Canton, 
Mass. 

WHEN: 10-11 a.m. on Fridays, Feb. 
6-March 20 

COST: $55 per parent/child 

MORE INFO: Ellie Cohen at (617) 
558-6442, or ecohen@jccgb.org 

Tu B'Shevat Dinner 
Special Seder by URI Hillel 

WHERE: URI Dining Room, 
Kingston 

WHEN: 5:30 p.m. 

MORE INFO: Lisa Friedman@mai l. 
uri.edu 

P J Library's Shabbat Story Time 
An early Kabbalat Shabbat for 
young children. 

WHERE: 99 Taft Ave., Providence 

WHEN: 5:45 p.m. 

MORE INFO: 331-0956, ext. 180 

Lunch and Learn 
Discussion by URI Pharmacy Out
reach program on drug interaction. 

WHEN: 11 :15 a.m., speaker, 
followed by lunch at noon 

WHERE: JCCRI, 401 Elmgrove Ave ., 
Providence 

MORE INFO: 861-8800 

The Jewish Commu
nity Calendar in The 
Voice & Herald lists 
events that are open 
to the public and of 
interest to the Jewish 
community in Rhode 
Island and Southeast
ern Massachusetts. The 
deadline for calendar 
events is two weeks 
before the actual 
publication date of the 
issue. For instance, for 
the issue dated Feb. 
20, items will need to 
be received by Feb. 11. 
Please send all poten
tial items to voicehe
rald@jfri.org, with the 
subject line, Calendar 
Item: Space limitations 
and editorial consider
ations may limit what 
items are included, 

Saturday 
February7 
PJ Library and Tot Shabbat 
Gathering for young families 

WHERE: Temple Am David, 40 
Gardiner St. Warwick 

WHEN: 10:30-11 :30 a.m. 

MORE INFO: 331-0956, ext. 180 

Sunday 
February8 
Being Responsible To Our 

Planet 
Ell en K. Masters, president of the 
Western New England chapter of 
Hadassah, will speak. 

WHEN: 10:30 a.m. 

WHERE: Tamarisk Assisted Living, 
3 Shalom Drive, Warwic k 

MORE INFO: 463-3636 

Mo11day 
February9 
Girls' Night 
An all-girls' night at URI Hillel, with 
classic chick flicks. 

See CALENDAR , Pag e 26 

gi)_u1 
zimriyah songfest 

J•Jin ~ for our nnn unl communi ty cclt·br 11ti nn . porformed hy 
tlu· Htud.-,n t& u r t h ,. J .. wish C,, mmunlcy Dny Sch ool of RI . 

Thur~~t11y. f ,.bn111ry u . ~009 
Tc 11111h• Ucth-EJ . 70 Orch un l Ave. Providcn cu 

7:00 pm oo n cc-r t In t h ti Mui n S1111.:t uury 

A fos ti vc ice Ct im m &odol wi ll fo llow. 

Free of chnrgie nnd open to th ,. comm unity. 
For ,,.o,,: i'l/ormn1io1t pl,Jul r•ll4 0, 'lJ' 9,470. 

THE ZIMRIYAH SONGFEST, an annual community celebration per
formed by students at the Jewish Community Day School of Rhode 

Island, will take place Thursday, Feb. 12, at Temple Beth-El, in 
Providence, beginning at 7 p.m. An ice cream social will follow. 

·~~/ ' · 9-"-00 
cx~week_~•ly; ttel~ets available for all pcrforinanccs! 

·. · ·· Februarv 10 - 15 

1' . - ~ •1 T< > ORDI;R TICKETS: , ,1,1,,;~ ; jl I Yt( 
1·· ·::·:::,·: ··-- I CA LL: 1 i111 1 i l J \ I~ I ~ ,-« Citizens Bank 

ONLINI :: "" " · l ' I '·" ri. , 11 ,: ii• 1 I 1· 1 1 

------.., 
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'Fiddler on the Roof': A tradition that never goes out of style 
For young actor Erik 
Liberman, it's a new 
generation's vision 

of a classic 

BY RICl-!ARDASINOF 

rasinoj@J/ri.org TH E VENERABLE 
Broadway musical, 
"Fidd ler on the Roof," 
based upon Sholom 

Aleichem's novel, Tevye the 
Dairyman, never, ever seem s to 
go out of tune, according to Erik 
Liberman, the young 'Gen X' 
actor who portrays M otel in the 
upcoming PPAC production, 
which runs from Feb. 10-15. 

Tevye's "struggle with tradi
tion vs. rea lity is very cu rrent,'1 
Liberma n says. Th ings may not 
always work out just the way 
you imagined they would, the 
actor continued, "but anyone 
who has to say goodbye to 
something or someone you 
love understands;' he says. 
"It's not just a Jewish show." 

Liberman , who won the 2008 
Heien H ayes Award for his 
performance in Eric Schaeffer's 
revival of"M errily W e Roll 
Along''. says that in "Fiddler," 
the "lessons are human, the 
stories are human, and there is 
a wonderfi.il texnire of story, of 
music and of choreography." 

Liberman admitted that 
before he was cast, he had never 

■DCII 

Erik Liberman stars as Motel in the national tour of Fiddler on the Roof, which will be at PPAC 
Feb. 10-15, Previously, he appeared as as a young Julius 'Groucho' Marx with Beth Glover 

as 'Mrs . McNish ' in Minnie 's Boys . 

seen the show. Now, he says 
he is approaching it with new 
eyes. "The show unwraps itself 
like a gift," he sa id. "Thar's 
why it is so beloved - and 
why it has lasted so long." 

The play is also very emo
tional for the performers, he 
said. "At the end, we're all a 
mess backstage, weeping." 

The nationa.l tour perform-

u1g ar PPAC fearnres Topal in 
the lead role as Tevye, a role he 
performed in the movie ver
sion of the Broadway play. 

This year, the 150th ann iver
sary of Sholom Aleichem's birth, 
the PBS news show, "Rel igion 
& Ethics Newsweekly," is 
pla1111u1g a feature story on the 
author, which will feature scenes 
filmed durmg the show's run at 

IOr one 11111 vear 

IAllllll 

PPAC. "We're very excited to do 
this," sa id the show's producer, 
Susan Goldstein. "With Topal 
is playing the lead role, it's an 
imponant piece of history." 

Liberman has a unique 
perspective on the story: H is 
parents left Poland and Russia 
around 1918, and ended up 
in Cuba, where they became 
involved m the Z ionist move-

"'JEWIS!!.Y9ICEC.~ _HERALD 

The Guide will be mulled to every known Jewish household in Rhode Island and 
Southc<1stern M11suchu1etu in our Junet•~ m1!(iJ~lliQ The Jewhh Voice & Herald, 

publisher of this lnform11tivc1h.Bndbook. 
t rll IIJlillhd I 
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"A Jewish person 
leaves their coun

try, lands wherever 
they land, and makes 

something out of 
themselves, with a 
little bit of soul." 

Erik Liberman 

ment there. In 1955, they fled 
to Miami, where they survived 
selling frnits and pencils. "M y 
grandmother dressed as boy, 
usu1g someone else's passport," 
he said. The show, he con
tinued, is part of my lineage, 
about the adaptabil ity of Jews. 

In preparation for the role, 
Liberman said he viewed 
thousands of black and white 
photographs of the life m shtetl. 
H e also said that his performance 
in "An Evening of Kurt W eill" 
(at Lmcoln Center) gave him 
important perspective. "A Jewish 
person leaves their country, lands 
wherever they land , and makes 
something out of themselves, 
with a I ittle bit of soul," he said. 

In terms of the way he 
approaches his character as 
M otel, Liberman says that 
it was "all about lettmg go, 
lettmg hm1 speak for me, 
instead of resisting him." 

As for his collaboration with 
Topol, Liberman laughs and 
says: "He's got a hot line source 
to the story, having played 
Tevye for so many audiences, 
on so many stages. He under
stands the measure of the part; 
he's seen enough real life." 

M any of the cast members, 
unlike himself, have done the 
show before. "The story is so 
human , it bonds us," he said. "It's 
a privilege to be a part ofit." 

"Fiddler on the Roof" will be 
ru1111i11gfrom Feb. JO -15 at the 
Providence Pe,fonning Arts Center. 
For i11fon11ati011, call 421-ARTS 

] 
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From Page 1 

could never sit still," she said. 
Upcoming topics on her show 

will include interviews with the 
granddaughter and son ofT uvia 
Bielski, the real-life Jewish parti
san played by Daniel Craig in the 
movie, "Defiance," who helped 
to save more than 1,200 Jews 
during World War 11 and whose 
descendants now number in the 
tens of thousands. 

The show is scheduled to air 
at noon on Feb. 22, and will 
also include an interview with 
Joe Fab, producer and co-direc
tor of the movie, "Paper C lips," 
the inspiring film about middle 
school students in southeastern 
Tennessee who created a moment 
for Holocaust victims by col
lecting paper clips to represent 
individuals who had been killed 
by the Nazis. 

The transition from teacher and 
gujdance counselor to innovative 
cable TV and radio talk show 
host was the realization that she 
was tired of trying to put Band
Aids on problems faced by the 
schoolchildren that were much 
more related to the need for a 
better parenting environment. 

From Massachusetts to North 

RADIO: Promoting the power of positive living 
Carolina and now 
here in Rhode 
Island, Raskin has 
put her ideas on 
how to live life to 
the fullest to work 
on rur and online, 
"changing obstacles 
into opportuni-

tual leader of a 
congregation on 
M arco Island. 

ties and challenges 
into solutions." H er 
shows can be heard 
streaming at www. 
talkzone.com, www. 
voiceamerica .com, 
and www.630wpro. 
com. 

MELVIN, 92, frequently accompanies Patricia Raskin 
to the studio when she does her show on WPRO 

Having gone 
to school in 
Alabama (rad io 
announcer Mel 
Allen was his 
roommate in col
lege), he served 
during World 
War 11 in the 
U.S. A rmy Air 
Force. 

ow, atTama
risk, he reli shes 
the opportunjty 
to be involved 

Sundays from noon to 2 p.m. Behind them, the artwork 
reads: "Youth is a gift of nature , age is a work of art ." 

H er goa l is to help 
people to live healthier and more 
positive lives . She prides herself 
on her interviewing skills, engag
ing wi th her listeners. As she told 
one reporter: "Everyone can use 
a coach, I think. Tiger W oods 
is fa ntastic. But even he needs 
coaching." 

H er guests are a panoply of 
positive thinkers: Jane Sey
mour, D an Millman, Sue Monk 
Kidd , Thomas Moore, Dr. 
D ean Ornish, Dr. Memhet Oz, 
Michael Gelb, John Gray, Theo
dore Bike!, David Bach and Ann 
Louise Gittleman. 

Raskin has clearly hit a very 
resonant chord with Jjsteners; 
her ratings have quadrupled and 
WPRO has increased her show 
to two hours. 

fATitER AND DAUGHTER 

Raskin very much wanted her 
father to be a part of her inter
view with 1he Voice & Herald, 
because of the important role he 
had played in shaping her beliefs. 
H er father, a dentist, had retired 
to Florida and become the spiri-

with Judaism. 
It also enables the family to 

be closer together - Raskin's 
brother, Russell , is an artorney in 
Providence. 

The relationship between the 
father and daughter at times 
seems very much an evolving 
work-in-progress , where strong 
but loving personalities inter
act. They often have agreed to 
disagree. 

In the interview, Patricia jumps 

right in, asking - and sometimes 
answering - questions to fill in 
any" dead rur" as her father pon
ders his answer. 

Raskin praises her father's abil
ity to be supportive and to Jjsten; 
he, in tum responds with a grin: 
"Oh, yes, I listen, and then I tell 
her she's wrong." 

Me.lvin admjts he often srued 
away from giving her too mucl1 
praise when she was growing up, 
or bragging about her, because 
he didn't want to invoke an "evil 
eye," d rawing too much atten
tion, and tempting fate. 

"' l wa nt to sec her 'hit it,"' he 
admitted. "I'd Jjke her to get the 
recognition for her work more 
than just locally." 

Patricia responds: "One of my 
goals is fo r my father to live to 
sec the kind of success that I have 
now in my work. H e has always 
been so supportive of me." 

For more iriformat-ion about 
Patricia Raskin, go to www. 
patriciaraskin.com, or conJact here 
at patricia@patriciaraskin.com. 

D'VARTORAH 
No longer slaves in Egypt, 

we must still do God's bidding 
Freed from the bonds ef 

enslavement to a human master, 
God's word still reigns supreme. 

B ESHALACH 

EXODUS 13:17-17:16 

Bv RABBI ZEv LEFF 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

The commentators are puzzled 
that, when God revealed the 
plan for the Jewish people, 
he immediately told Moses 
of their destiny in the land of 
Israel, but also told Moses to 
ask Pharaoh for permission to 
leave for only three days. One 
answer may be based on one of 
the unique aspects of matzah. 

Matzah is both the symbol 
of our slavery and of freedom. 
Why was a richer, tastier cake 
not chosen as a symbol of our 
redemption from the bitter 
slavery of Egypt? Because we 
did not cease to be slaves with 
our redemption; originally 
we were slaves to Pharaoh, 
now we are slaves to God. We 
did not emerge from slav-
ery to freedom; we remained 
slaves with a new master. 

The Jewish people are not 
free; we are model servants, 
serving God with unswerv
ing dedication. Commentary 
explains that the blessing of 
geulah (redemption) must 
he linked to amidah (ser-

vice of the heart). There is 
no hiatus, no free moment 
between redemption and 
acceptance of God 's bidding. 

After our redemption, we 
continued to dine on the 
bread of slavery to empha-
size that ou r status as slaves 
had not changed . Even the 
good land oflsrael that we 
were given is a land suited to 
servants. It was given first to 
Canaan, who himself bears the 
burden of eternal servitude. 

Our freedom is the freedom 
to be God's servants . And it 
is this servitude that is the 
ultimate freedom. The sages 
say: "Freedom is total immer
sion in Torah, total dedica
tion and obedience to God. 
Only when the Jewish people 
are able to express their deep
est inner will, the thirst to do 
God's will, are they truly free ." 

Today, we are being tested to 
see if we merit God's redemp
tion . Only by intensifying our 
comm itment to Torah and mitz
vot, and dedicating ourselves to 
serving God in all areas of life, 
will we successfully discharge 
our three days in the desert. 

Rabbi Zev Leff is the spiri
tual leader ef Moshav Matiti
yahu in Israel. 1his was 
reprinted from aish.com. 
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Pair chocolate with fruit for delicious desserts 
These sweet desserts 

are perfect for 
February's cold, 

dark days 

BY N ANCY K IRSCH 
nkirsch@jfri.org 

FE ND OFF the 
"black hole" of Febru
ary feelings with 
decadent desserts ... 

we can deal with d ieting once 
warm weather arrives. 

LINZERTORTE 

Ingredients: 

1 and 3/4 cup sheUed 
whole hazelnuts 

7 ounces unsweetened 
baking chocolate 

7/ 8 cup cake matzo meal 
(or use half matzo meal and 
half aJJ purpose white flour) 

1 cup superfine 
granulated sugar 

1-2 teaspoon ground cinnamon 
generous pinch of 

ground cloves 
7/8 cup butter or marga rine 
3 eggs, gently whisked 
1 tablespoon Cognac or brandy 
1 tablespoon very 

strong coffee, cold 
1-2 12 ounce jars of good 

quality raspberry jam 

1-2 cups of fresh 
raspberries, optional 

Confectioners' 
sugar, fo r dusti ng 

Method: 

Preheat oven to 350°F. 
Toast the hazelnuts 

in the oven until golden 
brown. Watch very care
fuUy so they don't burn . 
When cool, grind them in a 
food processor until fi ne. 

M elt the chocolate over low 
heat in a bowl over a pan of hot 
water, then set aside to cool. 

Add the matzo mea l, suga r, 
spices and margarine or butter 
to the processor and gri nd 
briefly, but do not over-process. 

Add the chocolate, eggs, 
brandy or Cognac and 
coffee, and grind again 
until mixed weU and the 
dough is soft and sticky. 

Press 2/3 of the mix ture 
into a 10-inch fl an or tart pan 
with a removable bottom. 

Make sure there are no gaps, 
then fill with raspberry jam. 

Use some of the reserved 
pastry mix to make a lip around 
the top edge of the pastry sheU 
to prevent the contents from 
bubbling over during baking. 

M ake a tradi tional lattice 
pattern with the remaining 
pastry, if desired. 

Place on a baking sheet and 
bake for 30 to 35 minutes. When 
cool, carefully remove from the 

pan. Dust with confec-
tioners' sugar and pile 

with fresh raspber
ries, if desired. 

Serves 8 to 10. 
Recipe and 

image from 
The Jewish 
Kitchen, 
Recipes and 
Stories from 

around the 
W orld, by Clar

issa Hyman, 2004. 

If you're not eating 
CASERTA's you're 
not eating pizza! 

51·00 OFF 

A Rhode Island Trad rtion for over 50 years 
Parking available 

TAKE OUT 272-3618 or 621-3618 or 621-9190 
JV 

POACHED PEARS STUFFED WITH 

CHOCOLATE SAUCE 

For this dairy or pa reve 
dessert, choose pears 
with pleasing shapes. 

Ingredients for poached pears: 

1 lemon, zest and juice 
2 cups sugar 
1 and 1/2 cups dry white wine 
6 cups water 
2 teaspoons vanilla 
6 large, fir m, ripe Bartlett pea rs 

Ingredients for chocolate sauce: 

16 ounces good quality 
semi-sweet chocolate, coarsely 
chopped or chocolate chips 

approximately 1/2 cup cream or 
soy milk with a high fat content 

Prepa red pound cake, if desired 

Method for poached pears: 

Peel 5 or 6 1-inch strips of 
zest (be careful not to include 
the bitter white part of the zest) 
from lemon. Juice lemon. 

In an 8-quart stock pot over 

medium-high heat, place the 
sugar, wi ne and water. M ix well 
and add zest, lemon juice and 
vaniUa. Stir weU to combine 
ingredients. Cook fo r 2 mi nutes 
to dissolve suga r. Tu rn off heat. 

Slice 1/8-inch off the bottom 
of each pear so it stands 
upright. Peel each pear, leav
ing stem and a 1/2-inch diam
eter around the stem intact. 

Use a melon ball to scoop 
out the core of each pear 
through the flat bottom 
end , leaving stem intact. 

Place pears in stock pot with 
hot poaching syrup. Syrup must 
cover pears completely. Lay a 
few plain white paper towels 
over pears. Place an inverted 
plate on top of the paper towels 
to keep pears submerged and 
to prevent discoloring. 

Over med ium high heat, bring 
syrup to a boil. Reduce heat to 
maintain a gentle boil. Poach 
until a knife can easily pierce 
pears, about 30 minutes. Remove 

'~ 
Offeri,ng the 

Best Selection of: 

SWAN 
tv~ 

• Fine Wines, Beer, Spirits 

• A Full Selection of 
Kosher Wines 

For All Your Specia l Occasions 
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FREE delivery with purchase of 1 case or more 

806 Hope Street • Providence 
Phone:401-421-5760 

Visit us on line at: 
www. ·vhri.or 

from heat. Let pears cool at least 
3 hours or refrigerate overnight, 
submerged in poaching syrup. 

Method for chocolate sauce: 

ln a small saucepan over low 
fl ame, melt chocolate. Add cream 
or soy milk one tablespoon at 
a ti me until it thickens, similar 
to a mayonnaise-like consis
tency. Remove from fl ame. 

Method for syrup: 

Remove pears from cook-
ing liquid, set aside. Over high 
heat, uncovered, reduce cooking 
liquid to about 1 cup, stirring 
occasionally. Remove from heat, 
let cool to room temperature. 

To serve: Cut a 3-inch di am
eter circle out of each slice of 
pound cake. P lace a circle on 
a dessert plate. Fill each pear 
cavity with chocolate sauce and 
place on each pound cake circle. 
Spoon syrup over each pea r. 

Serves 6. 
Image and recipe from Crown

ing Elegance, A Kosher Culinary 
Experience, published by Arie 
Crown Hebrew Day School, 2004. 

CHOCOLATE CHIP 

ORANGE SCONES 

Ingredients: 

2 cups flour 
1/3 cup sugar 
2 teaspoons baking powder 
1/2 teaspoon salt 
1/2 cup butter, chilled, 

cut into 1/2-inch pieces 
2 large eggs 
1/4 cup orange juice 
1 teaspoon vanilla extract 
1/2 teaspoon fresh orange zest 
3/4 cup chocolate mini-chips 
1 large egg white , mixed 

with 1/2 teaspoon water 

Method: 

Preheat oven to 425°F 
and grease cookie sheet. 

Combi ne flour, sugar, baking 
powder and salt in large bowl. 
Cut butter into flour until mix
ture resembles coarse crumbs. 

M .ix eggs, juice, vanilla 
and zest in another bowl. 

C ombine egg and flour mix
tures. D ough wiU be sticky. 

Lightly flour hands and knead 
in chocolate chips. Pat dough 
into 8-inch circle in center of 
cookie sheet and brush dough 
with egg white mixture. Cut into 
8 wedges with serrated knife . 

Bake 20 to 25 minutes 
or until tester inserted in 
center comes out clean. 

Remove from cookie sheet and 
cool 10 minutes. Recut wedges if 
necessary, and serve warm. These 
freeze well, though bring to room 
temperature before freezing. 

M akes 8 scones. 

R ecipe fi-o,n Divine Kosher 
Cuisine, Catering to Family 
& Friends, by Congrega-
tion Agudat Achim, 2006. 
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A stable housing market is essential for our security 
Quick action by 

Congress is needed 
to help stabilize the 

housing market 

thought how perfect the 
moment was that all people 
of every color, religion, age 
and ethnicity were gathered 
together in such a peaceful and 
loving way. It was one of those 
days that you wish you could 
bottle and keep always 
in your memory bank. 

economic recovery if the 
H ouse passes the bill . Rep. 
Barney Frank (D -Mass.), 
chair of the H ouse Financial 
Services Committee, pre
sented the TARP Reform 
and Accountabi li ty Act. 

available for buyers who 
are qualified through 
interest rate buy-downs. 

It would amend the ex isting 
TARP provisions of the Emer
gency Econom ic Stabilization 
Act of 2008 to make subs tan-

plan no later than April 1. 
The plan would require that 

assistance for foreclosure would 
only apply to owner-occupied 
residences. Protection would 
be provided to loan-servicing 
fi rms which engage in loan 
modifications. This would allow I SPENT ALL DAY 

Tuesday, Jan. 20, glued 
to the television watch
ing the inauguration 

of Barack Obama, our 44th 
President of the Un ited States. 

A box of 
Kleenex by my 
side, fee li ng 
overwhelmed 
that we had 
come so far 
and fi lled 

But we have on ly 
taken the first step. As 
President Obama sa id 
on E lection N ight, 
"This victory alone 
is not the change 

"We have given up the need to get 
rich on the investment in our home 
and have replaced it with a need to 
know that it will be there when we 

tia l steps to 
reduce foreclo
sures, strengthen 
accountabi l-
iry and close 
loopholes. 

With any 
luck, the second 
half of the $700 
bill ion prev i-

families to remai n in their 
houses and reduce inventory. 

A stable housing market is 
essential for all of us to feel 
secure. W e have g iven up the 
need to get rich on the invest
ment in our home and have 
replaced it with a need to know 
that it will be there when we 
get home at the end of the day. 

we seek - it is on ly 
the chance for us to 
make that change." 

get home at the end of the day." 

Sally 
Lapides 

with hope for 
the future. I 
looked at the 
crowds as the 
television cam

eras scanned over the mi ll ions 
of people watching this historic 

event and 

There are a mu ltitude 
of problems that President 
Obama will be addressing 
over the nex t few years. And, 
since my expertise is real 
estate, I hope fo r all of ou r 
sakes, that banking and rea l 
estate are addressed swiftly. 

A bill ea rli er thi s month 
embraced the need to stabilize 
the housing market, add ress 
the fo reclosure nightmare 
and sti mulate the economy. 

It could be a big step toward 

OUice s.,-laUlield. ll. 
Upscale, lolly furnished offices, conference 

room and lobby, secure electronic entry. 

. • Private Parking • 
• Ideal Satellite Office • 

• High-speed Internet in each office • 
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$1150 per month 

Includes heat, central air and electricllY. 

Call: 401-525-6600 
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It would require the Treasury 
D epartment to create a 
prog ram , outside the Troubled 
Asset Relief Program, to 
stimulate demand 
fo r home 
purchases and 
reduce property 
inventories , 
by making 
affordable 
mortgages 
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H ARRIS K. W EINER 
K EVIN J. PATRON! 

321 Souch Main Scree,, Suite 302 
Providence. R1 02903 

Td,401 -35 1-8200 Fax, 401-351-9032 
E-mail: jbp@pindaw.com 

www.pinclaw.rom 
JhiR1 5upwntCol#1lones alln)9'S lnlhegeneral 
,ncbolllW.Tlloc...t_""_«cdy ,ny 
-,.. • ••JJJW1or 9Pldllsl .,..,, leldorpd:e. 

ously authorized 
by Cong ress, 

will be conditioned on a 
stipu lation that $50 bil -
lion be used for fo reclosure 
mitigat ion by March 15. That 
wou ld then allow the U.S. 
Treasury to begin com
mitting the remainder of 
the TARP fund s for the 

I encourage all of you to get 
involved in thi s opportunity 
for change. When we all 

pu ll together and help 
each other through 
the recovery, we wi ll 

come out the other 
side stronger, wiser 
and richer for it. 

Sally Lapides can be 
reached at s!apides@ 
residentialproper-

INTEREST 
FREE LOANS 
We loan money 

NO INTEREST OR FEES CHARGED 

WE ARE HERE TO HELP YOU 
Rhode Island residents if you are having problems 

LOANS UP TO $2,400 
For medical and dental bills, heating and electric bills, 

home and car repairs etc. 

LOANS UP TO $3,600 
For schooling and educational purposes 

THE HEBREW FREE LOAN 
ASSOCIATION OF PROVIDENCE 

(Gemilath Chesed) 

Contact us at: 401-331-3081 
or www.hflprovidence.org 
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APPLIANCES 

Stainless Refrigerators and Ranges 

Kitchen Guys 
:I! 

SPECIALIZING IN RECONDITIONED AND 

SCRATCH & DENT HIGH-END APPLIANCES 

416 Roosevelt Ave.· Central Falls· RI 
401-450-6 750 

KitchenGuvs.com 
Dryers • Dishwashers • Cooktops • Washers 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING 

The GOVERNOR is a proud providor of qual ity 
affordable housi ng for persons 62+ with qualifying 

These homes are contained within a beautifu lly 
restored 1860's convent on the East Side of 
Providence.Weencourageyou tovisit theproperty. 

125 Governor Street • Providence 
Call:401-272-3360 

E-mail: thegovernor@winnco.com 

ANTIQUES 

ANTIQUE ACQUISITIONS 
IS BUYING OLD ITEMS 

ADVERTISING,ART, FOUNTAIN PENS, LAMPS, LIGHTERS, 
MILITARY, POTTERY, RADIOS, SILVER, SPORTS, TOYS, 

~ 
WRISTWATCHES,ETC. ~ 

ONE ITEM 
AND 

ESTATES 

STU ALTMAN• 401-331-SOLD (7653) 
PAYING TOP DOLLAR 

CENTRAL EXCHANGE ANTIQVES 
781-344-6763 

WE BUY: 

♦ SILVER 6 SiLVERPLATE 

♦ Jewelry 
♦ China, Glass 
• Accessories 
♦ ANYTHING OLD OR UNUSUAL 

ANTIQUES 

0clcls & ~ncl ,ables 
..... 

DO U!I O"" Q "°'1l)f' llon or arroraao10 

Furnishings, Lighting, An & Costume Jewelry 
ranging from Victorian to I 950's & Danish 
Modern with almost everything in between' 

285 Bul locks Point Ave~ Hours ofOperacion 
Ri verside, RJ 029 15 Tue. & Thur. 12-8 

~ (401) 433-3333 Wed. Fri. Sat. Sun. 10-4 
:em,: llMl·N!1'f(tlrn 

BARIBAR MITZVAH & EVE1'7 LOCATIONS 

AMALFI FINE CATERING 
NARRAGANSETT 

'Votetf Ca terer of tfie 'Year 
!By 'Rf,.otfe I sfa ,ufJfospitaGty cf, %1msm 

40 I . 79 2 .3539 ~ www.amalfica terer s.com 

CHESTER HOUSE FINE CATERING 
WESTERLY 

Exquisite Country Style Elegance 
401.596.8222 ~ www.thecnesterhou se.com 

@fo-el,, (j!/4te.J (}_,ffe1ttn,,? v/50yu,Utt~ {!ff-(j!/4~ 

~ 

?iJa-~1ttn,? _____ _ 

COINS 

WE BUY COINS 
•GOLDCOrNS WEBUY&SELLRARECOINS, ----~• : ~::~i~s BULLION & GOLD JEWELRY 
• STAMPS 
• GOLD JEWELRY & WATCHES BEST 

,, • ANTIQUES, STIRLING SILVER 

•COINS&BARS PRICES 
• US AND FOREIGN 
• PCGS-NGC authorized 

NOW AVAILABLE 
Eagle Silver Dollar,, 
Gold Coin,& Estate 
Jewelry and Silver, 
Proof Sets, Coin & 
Stamp Albums 

PODMT COIN EXCHANGl INC. 
Serving banks, anorneys, estates 
and the public for over 40 yea~. 

769 Hope St., Providence 
SAME LOCATION 39 YEARS• LC 8041 401-861-1640 

COMPUTER REPAIR & SERVICE 

EMERGENCY SERVICE 
Maintenance/Repair• On-Site Service 

Networking • Installation/Set-Up 
Network Video Surveillance 

Virus/Spyware Removal 
Call Eric Shorr 

331-0196 
toll free 

800-782-3988 

0 ~ ~ Larry B. Parness 
S A 

MBA 

Tax Preparation • Fina.ncial Planning 
Business Consultant 

401-454-0900 • parnessl@ix.netcom.com 
128 Dorrance St.• Suite 520 • Providence, RI 02903 

HEALTH 

More than 17 years experience 
Worked in one olthe nation's first lymphedema clinics in N.V.C. 

DR. VoDDER's MANUAL LYMPH DRAINAGE 

• Lymph edema• 
Pre-Surgery Preparation , Pre/ Post Cosmetic Surgery 

Post-Surgery Recovery , Stress Reduction 
lf!!!!ti. House calls available on the East Side of Providence 

.,.. Polly C. J1acovelh, u1.•r .. c.1i:r., LAX.A. 
~AVALr® 401-861-2125 

odiura S. 'Neve(, 'M'D 

Gynecology ' 

725 Reservoir Avenue 
Suite 100 

Cranston, RI 02910 
401-272-2562 

Fax 401 -272-9617 
e-mail nevelmd@hotmail.com 

HOME COMPUTER NETWORK TECHNOLOGY 

• Integrating home security 1cdmologics tliat r.mgc fro m stealth mo nitoring 
softwarc ... on-your-cluldrcn's computer lo advanced Smart Home Scq.nity 
cameras and Nanny cams. This is just a s.unplc of 1hc many scl"\iccs provick d. 
* 1Integrating Neh,'Ork technologic., that can range from device sharing, printer 
sharing, Hrc';..Jls, Antivirus s_y~1CIIJS that automatically protect your entire 
computing em~ ronment and help keep your personal infom,ation safe from 
computer thiC\'CS, coml!utcr hackcn. and the people right next door. 
•nid you cvcr-wish-that.~you-c-0uld-spcak. infonnally one-on one.with a 
local S)-stems Engineer and ask them tl1osc questions tl1at really conccm \'ou? 
Call Michael Dooley, our Senior Systems Engineer, dircc~y at ·401 --569-8040 
mention this AD code 4174 and speak ,,..ith him for 1.5 minutes at no cost 

'4 Kendall Drive Lincoln, RI 02865 phone: 401-569-8040/40 l-241-5267 

FOR BUSINESS DIRECTORY WEB AND DISPLAY ADVERTISING CONTACT: 
FRANK ZASLOFF • 401-421-4111,ext.160 

E-mail: fzasloff@jfri.org 

READ US ON-LINE WWW.JVHRI.ORG 
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BAR/BAT MITZVAH EXPO 
AT TEMPLE SINAI WELCOMES ALL 

CRANSTON - Dozens of 
vendors welcomed parents 
and future b'nei mitzvot 
students at the Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah Expo at Temple 
Sinai in Cranston on Jan. 

25. From DJs and florists to 
photographers and venue 
hosts, vendors - and shoppers 
- turned out in full force for 
the afternoon event. 

1he JEWISH VOICE & lIERArn 
Business and Professional Directory 

The Largest Bath 
Showroom in Rhode Island 

Style at Discounted Prices® 

Fall River, MA 
1-508-675-7433 

Plainville, MA 
1-508-843-1300 

I FREEWAY DRIVE 
CRANSTON, RI 
401 -467-0200 
800-838-11 19 

Hyannis, MA 
1-508-775-4115 

fAUCt11' & ,,_o~'-

bathsplashshowroom ti)) OBINSON .(Offl K. SUP:.:-.:1r~CO. 

Call Peter for a 
FREE 

con_su!tation 

Custom Builders 
508-242-5228 

401-475-9777 

www.DogwoodCustomBuilder.com 

RI Rcgislrat ion #22994 - MA#95 129 _A::,,_ 

,,,. 

1064 Fall River Ave. (Rt .6) 
Seekonk, MA 

CWaodlvfudl 
- ~ 

508.336.3111 • 877.336.3111 

www.foxkitchen.com 

Walls 
Celling• 
Etc .... 

c'.:zj,lom 0111· 11101/cl f}[Jo,,·o,~tlitie& 

~ · 

HORACIO PIRES 
PAINTING 

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR 
FREE ESTIMATES 

We Use The 
Best Paints 

For A Better Job Call 
H. PIRES 

(401) 438-1072 
Phone and Fax Number 

T. L. Wagner Painting 
We Specialize in All Phases Of: 

· Custom Interior Painting • Exterior Painting & Staining 
• New Construction • Power-washing 
• Wal/paperremoval • Window reglazing 

& wall repair • Decks 

LICENSED ANO INSURED. FREE ESTIMATES 

;ifiastrrpiere tainting 
anb l\estoration 

"Ouwanding workmanship! Exquisite results! 

♦ Interior & faterior Painting Certified Lead Abatement ♦ 
♦ Faux Finishes Power Washing ♦ 

Brian Farley, Owner 
401-231-4653 

Come and see our currmt prq;ect at 177 Armistice Blvd 

LAWYER 

Karenann Mcloughlin 

Marc B. Gertsacov 

tel: (40 l) 272-9330 
l44 Medway Street 
Prov idence, Rl 02906 

www.ronmarkoff.com 

The place to advertise 

lhe JEWISH Vrnrn & llmArn 

MASSAGE THERAPY 

•One Wellness Center• 
Kristen Laliberte Casey, LMT 

Hope Artiste Village • Reiki 
• Pon Injury Massage 

• Cancer Appropriate Massage 
I 005 Main Street Unit I 16 
Pawtucket RI 02860 

401 .728.80 18 

ELITE 
~ll \ 'SIC~l'lWtAf'V 

• O,ronic & Migraine Pain Relief 

"I tried or/1u pfacts, but rould 11rrer setm to get total 
rtlief With the w·e of your terhniquu & commilmtnl, 
il's hard to bcliere thal I once had a problem.'' -FM 

~r .. n , Bncr,1: 0 L"<'/ P1,O1 1:n N~:w, ~ 

In Pain? We Can Help. 
NOW ALSO AT 285 GOVERNOR STREET [fJ WALKING DISTANCE FROM 

BROWN UNIVERSITY! 

Loc,<io(4~'i;•;;~~~~l~~idme ,- . 
Appoinunenu in 24 Houn! ~ ' 

Vi-ww.eJ i_(~p_!iy~i-~~rapy.com _,_ 

FOR ALL YOUR ADVERTISING NEEDS: 

CONTACT FRANK ZASLOFF:fzasloff@jfri.org-401-421-4111,ext 160 

\. 

·l 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

' 
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UNFORGETTABLE FUN, 

INCOMPARABLE 

SURROUNDINGS 

Camp Jori hlS been part of the 
RI Jewish community since 1937 

OVERNIGHT CAMP 
TWO FOUR-WEEK 

SESSIONS 
GRADES 2 - 10 

DAY CAMP 
FOUR TWO-WEEK 

SESSIONS 
AGES6 TO 9 

beau ti ful , newly deve loped r.ompus 
72-ocre site 
magnifice nt waterfront 

sa i ling , canoeing, kayaki n g 
spacious cabin s 
comprehensive programming 

expansive rec hall 

sports fields and courts 
dining hall with o n inspiring view 
two swimm ing poo ls 

protected e nvi ronment 
high ly ski ll ed, caring staff 
worm, friend ly atmos phere 
fami ly feeling Loca ted in 

Wakefield, RI. 
Kos he r dieta ry 
laws observe d. 

Reaching up 
A program for children with special needs 

Two - two week sessions 

Ages 11 -14 

FOR REGISTRATION INFORMITION CALI= 
401-463-3110 

WEB: WWW.CAMP JORI.COM 

E-MAIL: CAMPJORI @HOTMAIL.COt, 

• CAMPlQHt~POND 
HARRY C. SAX, MD, FACS 

SuRGEON-I N -CHI EF, THE M IRIAM HosPITAL 

PROFESSOR OF SURGERY, BROWN MEDICAL SCHOOL 

C ertified by the 
National Organiz ation of American Mohalim 

local anesthetic available 

401-793- 4545 

BAR & BAT MITZVAHS • WEDDINGS 
BIRTHDAYS • ANNIVERSARIES 

OFFICE F/JNCTIONS • HO/JSE-WARMINCS 
HOSPITALS • SHOWERS 

~~ ~-TV 
1046 MINERAL SPRING AVE. NO. PROVIDENCE, RI 

401-72!-8705 I-IJ00-.464-.B70 RALI.IIONEYl'IIIIE~l!IZOII 11n 

Jewish News Briefs 
Reform movement 

gets greener 

WASHINGTON: OTA)- The 
Reform movement launched a 
new "green" initiative. Green
ing Reform Judaism is a new 
comprehensive web resource 
on g reening and other envi
ronmental issues for use by t he 
movement's 900 co ngregations 
and members in the United 
States and Canada. 

The web portal includes edu
cational cu rricula, tools for an 
energy audit, best practices from 
"g reen synagogues," environmen
tal holiday guides, and resources 
on Israel and the environment. 
The site also connects visitors 
to the environmental advocacy 
work of the Reform movement's 
Religious Action Center and 
resources from other environ
mental organizations. 

"Climate change is the cri sis of 
our time, and we must confront 
thi s challenge in our individual 
and communal lives," said Rabbi 
Marla Feldman, director of the 
Commission on Social Action of 
Reform Judaism. 

Nazi-era paintings 
to stay in N .Y. 

NEW YORK: OTA)- Two 
Picasso paintings cl aimed by 
a German Jewish scholar will 
remain in New York. 

Under the terms of a settlement 
announced Monday, the Museum 
of M odern Art and the Solomon 
Guggenheim Foundation will 
retain the paintings that were 

sought by the family of Paul von 
M endelssohn-Bartholdy, who 
allegedly was forced by the Nazis 
to part with- them . The museums 
had denied the paintings were 
acquired under duress . 

The terms of the settlement 
were not made public, but U.S. 
District Judge Jed Rakoff criti
cized the non-disclosure and gave 
the parties 30 days to explai n 
why the terms should remain 
coniidential, Reuters reported. 

Maine synagogue 
vandalized 

NEW YORK: OTA) - A swastika 
was painted on an Orthodox 
synagogue in Portland, M ai ne. 

The swastika was discovered 
Jan. 30 at Congregation Shaa rey 
Tphiloh . Police are investigating. 

The synagogue, which claims 
to be Portland 's oldest, held 
a rally aga inst hate Sunday in 
response to the vanda lism. 

British cameraman's 
family gets $2 million 

LONDON: OTA) - Israel paid 
more than S2 m illion to the 
fa mily of a British cameraman 
shot and killed by an Israeli 
soldier in Gaza. 

I n M ay 2003, James Miller, 34, 
was in the Gaza-Egypt border 
town of Rafah shooting foot-
age for a documentary about the 
impact of violence on children in 
the region when he was shot and 
killed by I sraeli gunfire. 

A statement issued by Miller's 
family did not specify the 
amount of money it accepted, but 

an Israeli official confirmed that 
the amount was around "S2.2 
million." 

Last April, Miller's family 
rejected a higher offer from 
Israel, claiming that it was "a 
ruse" to delay its planned civil 
court case. 

Ukrainian Shoah 
database released 

KIEV, UKRAINE: OTA) -A 
database of Ukrainian H olo
caust victims and su rvivors was 
turned over to a Yad Vashem 
representative . 

The database, with information 
collected during a gathering of 
survivors in Ukraine's C harkassy 
and C hernigovskaya regions, 
includes the testimonies of survi
vors or relatives of the victims, a 
list of Holocaust victims including 
more than 3,000 names identified 
and published for the first time, 
places of execution and photos. 

The information will be used for 
a joint project between the Jewish 
Council of Ukraine and Yad 
Vashem H olocaust Martyrs' and 
Heroes' Remembrance Authority, 
called the Shoah Victims' Names 
Recovery P roject. 

"For the first time on the ter
ritory of one of the former Soviet 
republics, we received data from 
every possible source concerning 
the history of Jews during the 
Holocaust in two of Ukraine's 
regions," said Boris Maftsir, a 
manager of the project in the 
fo rmer Soviet Union. 

CATHLEEN NAUGHTON ASSOCIATES 
PROVIDING COMFORT. DIGNITY AND TRUST TO THE COMMUNITY 

FOR 30 YEARS 
HOME HEALTH CARE 

• Private care in the hospital or home 
• Complimentary Nursing assessment 
• Skilled nursing and th,erapy services - ask for us by name at the hospital 
• Private duty home health aides 
• Non medical companions 
• Driving service: Appointments-shopping-events 
• Services available 24 hours 7 days per week 

WE PROVIDE SOLUTIONS FOR OUR CLIENT'S HEALTH CARE NEEDS 
Cathleen Naughton RN, BSN 

Caroline Naughton Rumowicz BS,BA, MSHCA 

Thank you for your support over 
the past 30 years! 

Please call us with your questions about 
your home health care options 

Providence: 751-9660 
Wakefield: 783-6116 
Newport: 849-1233 



M!•1 ►'◄ 1 ~i•l~l•fM Jewish Voice & Herald February 6, 2009 PAGE 21 

Geography is the name of the game 
Films for sustainable 

living at Agudas Achim 
PROVIDENCE - Lisa 
Bergman, Jewish Com
munity Day School OCDS) 
faculty member, and David 
Shlepakov, a 7th grader, are 
all smiles after he won the 
school's National Geographic 
Bee, sponsored by The 
National Geographic Society. 

David is now eligible to 
compete at the statewide level; 
the national winner earns a 
$25,000 college scholarship. 

Last year, JCDS' Daniel 
Katz, now an 8'h grader, trav
eled to Washington, D.C. 

ATTLEBORO, Mass. - Con
gregation Agudas Achim, in 
an interfaith collaboration 
with several religious entities 
and other organizations, is 
sponsoring a series of Sunday 
night films on environmental 
topics , and local experts will 
lead post-viewing di scussions. 

On Feb. 8, the film, Every
thing's Cool, addresses the 
issue of global warming; on 

Feb. 22, the film, 7he Next 
R evolution, focuses on the 
role of technology in nature; 
and on March 1, R enewal, 
addresses religious groups' 
concern for the environment. 

The 7 p.m. sessions are free 
and open to the public. 

For more information, contact 
Agudas A chim at 508-222-2243. 

Local professor creates 
podcast of Jewish history for the national competi

tion of the National Geo
graphic Bee, after winning 
the statewide competition. 

Photo courtesy of Jewish Community Day School PROVIDENCE - Associate 
Professor of Judaic Studies and 
Religious Studies at Brown 
University, Michael Sadow, 

the Second Temple in 70 CE. 
Available through iTunes and 
at http://msatlow.blogspot. 
com, the podcast is free. 

LISA BERGMAN and DAVID SHLEPAKOV 

Jeffrey Sock heads March of the Living 
has established a pod cast series, 
"From Israelite to Jew." The 
series discusses the history and 
religion of the Jews in antiquity, 
from the late biblical period 
through the destruction of 

Michael Sat/ow is also the 
author of Creating Judaism: 

BY HOLOCAUST EDUCATION & 
R ESOURCE CENTER OF RI STAFF 

Special to 7he Voice & H erald 

TH E HOLOCAUST 
Education & Resource 

Center of RI has appointed 
Jeffrey Sock as the 2010 March 
of the Living chairperson. 

Sock, with 10 other adults 
and 60 students from New 
England, went on the 2008 
March of the Living. When 
he was asked why he would 
want to chair the 2010 Adult 

March of the Living trip, he 
said, "After seeing the camps, 
cemeteries and synagogues, 
I just knew it was impor-
tant. During the march from 
Auschwitz to Birkenau, I felt 
proud to be there with thou
sands of others whose presence 
declared we are still here ." 

For more information about the 
Adult March of the Living trip, 
call the Center at 453-7860 or 
e-mail, mzeidman@hercri.org. 

Carol Schneider 
Member of the 

#l Gammons Team 
• Realtor since 1983 

• Multi-million dollar producer 

• Serving all of Rhode Island 

~ Prudential 
Ve? Gammons Realty 

~ E-mail: carols1949@gmail.com 

e 2005, An independently owned and operated member of Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc. 
Prudential is a service mark of The Prudential ln~urance Company of America, Equal HousingOpportunity 

Every action in 011r lives to11cbes on some chord 
that will vihrate in elemily. 

Edwin Hubbel Chapin 

A charitable annuity with Providence Public 
Library. A gift with benefits for you roday 
that will enrich lives for generations. For more 
information: 401.455.801 l or www.provlib.org. 

The place to advertise 
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Jeffrey Sock 

History, Tradition, Practice and 
Jewish Marriage in Antiquity. 

Yiddish speaker at Yiddish shmooz 
PROVIDENCE - Mara Sokol
sky, librarian at Temple Emanu
El, will entertain the shmoozers 
with her stories in Yiddish. 
The program will also include 
a Yiddish language lesson, a 
sing-along of remembered Yid
dish songs and other events. 

The meeting will be held on 

Friday, Feb. 13 at the Jewish 
Community Center of Rhode 
Island OCCRI), 401 Elm
grove Ave., in Providence, 
from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 

For more information, 
contact Sue Suls at the JCCRI 
at 861-8800, ext. 108. 

• 
CAMP!Qli!EN'S POND 

~-campJorl.com 
• New features for Day camp 
• Transportation from 

Providence and Warwick, 
• Two week sessions starting 

June 30 through August 19 
• Increased activity choices 
• Wednesday night overnights 
• Getting ready to step into 

overnight camping 
• Spirited family style 

meals in our dining hall 
• Dietary laws observed 
• Programs provided 

by our Israeli staff 

FOR REGISTRAnON INFORMAnON CONTACT: 
CAMP JORI, 1065 Worden's Pond, Wakefield, RI 
CALL: 401-463-3170 
Email: campjori@hotmail.com 
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Project Connect connects Jewish college students with Israeli immigrants 
BY NANCY KIRSCH 

nkirsch@jfri.org 

MY EYES WERE 
opened to what 
immigrants to Israel 

truly experience, said Beth 
Japhet, the daughter of Barbara 
and Yuri Japhet, of Pawtucket, 
after spending eight days in 
January in Israel on an interac
tive learning and community 
service program called "Project 
Connect: Israel Winter Mis
sion." "We did things and went 
places that regular Israelis 
have never done," she added. 

A junior at Stern College, part 
of Yeshiva University, in New 
York, Japhet, along with 34 or so 
other college students, worked 
with individuals and families 
who emigrated from the former 
Soviet {Jnion and Ethiopia. 
Through Project Connect, col
lege students learn more of the 
c!iltural and historical heritages 

YIDDISH, 
A CAPPELLA MUSIC 

DELIGHTS CROWD 
YALE UNIVERSITY"s 

only Jewish a cappella 
group. Magevet, and 

A my O lson, performed 

at a Feb. 1 concert at 
t he Jewish Community 

Center of Rhode Island 
(JCCRI) . They sang familiar 

favorit es, as well as some 

songs probably new to 
Rhode Islanders. A three

generation crowd fil led 
the JCCRI Social Hall to 

enjoy the concert, despite 
unseasonably warm and 

sunny weather and pre
Super Bowl game shows. 

of groups which emigrated to 
Israel after its founding in 1948, 
and develop leadership skills. 

In addition to presentations 
by and meetings with govern
ment and political leaders, the 
students did their part to help 
the Operation Cast Lead "war 
effort." The college students took 
more than 80 Ethiopian elemen
tary students from Ashkelon for 
a day of fun in Jerusalem. ''We 
went to the Biblical Zoo, the 
Kotel (W estern W all) and had 
pizza," said Japhet. "Some of 
these young children had been 
in Israel for only a few years and 
now, they're going to bomb shel
ters. O ne teacher told us, 'It's so 
good we came today, six rockets 
fell in Ashkelon this morning.'" 

Japhet and her colleagues 
also assembled packages one 
afternoon for Israeli soldiers 
who had deployed to G aza. 
Japhet's group was stationed at 
the Tzrifin Army Base where 

they arranged parcels 
with the young women 
of SELAH, a program 
that helps facili tate the 
aliyah of university stu
dents from the former 
Soviet Union. 

Ifl hadn't been in the 
program, said Japhet, I 
would have just "passed 
these people by. I heard 
stories from people who 
came from the Ukraine, 
as my dad did, so it put 
a truly personal face on 
their situations." 

For more information 
about Pr'?fect Connect, 
w hich is run by Yeshiva 
University's Center f or 
the Jewish F uture, and 
funded by the Charles 
and Lynn Schusterman 
Family Foundation, 
contact Shuki Taylor at 

ytaylor@yu.edu. 

Picture courtesy o f Beth Japhet 

BETH JAPHET is surrounded by some Ethiopian youngsters who now call 
Israel home. They enjoyed a day away from rockets aimed at their home 

city of Ashkelon by celebrating with a day of fun in Jerusalem. 

David Polonsky, 
artist-in-residence at Brown, RISD 

PROV1DENCE - The Brown 
RISD Hillel welcomes David 
Polonsky, art director for the 
award-winn ing film, Waltz 
w ith Bashir, as an artist-in
residence on both campus 
from Feb. 9 to M ay l. 

On Feb. 12, a kick-off event, 
hosted by the Israeli Film Fes
tival of College Hill and the Ivy 
F ilm Festival, will be held at the 
Brown RISD Hillel, 80 Brown 
St., Providence, at 8:30 p.m. On 
Feb. 18, a screening of Waltz 
w ith Bashir, and a question and 
answer session with Polonsky, 

St., P rovidence. The film is free 
for those with a student ID and 
$5.00 without a student ID. 

His time will include classes, 
presentations, student art 
critiques, fi lm screenings 

Phot os by Nancy Kirsch 

an Israeli artist, will be held at 
the Avon Cinema, 260 Thayer 

Additional opportunit ies to 
meet Polansky are available fa r 
Brown and RISD students and 
faculty; F or more information, 
ca/1 863-2805 or v isit www. 
hillelgallerypr'?Ject. blogspot. com. 
The Jewish Federation of Rhode 
I sland and the Bureau of Jewish 
Education are among the many 
entities that cont ributed resources 
to bring Polansky to Rhode I sland. 

SOME OF THE MEMBERS of Magavet sing Od Yavo Shalom Aleinu. 

COLDWeLL 
BANl(eRa 

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE 

401-374-4488 
BonnieSellsHouses.com 

NEW BEDFORD. 

Wound care • 
IV therapy and hydration • 

Medical services Rehabilitative services • 
• Pain management Restorative therapy • L AKosher/ewishfacility ~ 

w Bedford Jewish Convalescent Home 
0 Hawthorn Street, New Bedford, MA 02740 

508.997.9314 • Fax: 508-996-3664 

Matching 
Landlords & Tenants 

Buyers & Sellers 

Samsonrealty.com 

40 l 454-5454 
346 Wickenden St. 

Walk-Ins Welcome 



COMMUNITY 

Dodger Clem Labine 
befriended local businessman 

WOONSOCKET- Brook- --~ ' · " 
lyn D odger Clem Labine 
(left) shakes hands with his 
friend , Elliot Finkelstein, 
at a dinner in W oonsocket 
in 1950 after he was called 
up from the minor leagues 
to the Brooklyn Dodgers. 

Elliot's son, Rick, sent this 
picture to 7he Voice & Herald, 
with these comments: "Clem 
and my dad were very close, 
and Clem worked . . . with us 
at Jacob Finkelstein & Sons 
in Woonsocket . .. C lem even 
gave my dad his 1960 World 
Series ring as a gift. They 
truly had a wonderful lifelong 
friendship. This snapshot, of 
Clem reaching down and cra
dling my dad 's ha~d, seems 
to capture the joy, excitement 
and pride of the moment. It 

was the actual handshake that 
caught my eye: 'Mwschkeit: the 
space between a handshake, 
something between men!'" 

According to Rick, that 

Picture by Nancy Kirsch 

Stephanie Cerep volunteers in the JCC Early Childhood program. 
She, along with some children, welcomes Shabbat with songs. 

Consortium urges inclusivity 
for those with disabilities 

Bv BETH BruER 
Special to 7he Voice & Herald 

D ECOGNIZING the need 
~or inclusion for Jewish 
people with disabilities, the 
Jewish Special Education 
International Consortium 
(JSEIC) has named Febru
ary.as the Jewish Disability 
Awareness Month. 

The JSEIC hopes that syna
gogues, Jewish schools, Jewish 
camps and Jewish Community 
Centers will raise awareness, 
increase educational and spiri
tual growth, and accept every 
individual in every aspect of the 
Jewish community. 

Congregations in different 
communities throughout the 
country have elected to address 
issues of inclusion with special 
weekend services, or month-long 
programs. 

7he Voice & Herald welcomes 
stories and pictures from the 
Jewish community about their 
positive experiences with inclu
sion of individuals with dis
abilities. We'd like to hear from 
those with disabilities and family 
and friends of such individuals. 
Please send information to 7he 
Voice & Herald at voiceherald@ 
jfri.org and note in the subject 
line·, "Stories on disabilities." 

Contact Beth Brier, the special 
education director at the Bureau rf 
Jewish Education/RI, at 331-
0956, x. 223 or bbrier@bjeri.org 
far i'!formation on how your orga
nization might recognize February 
as Jewish Disability Awareness 
Month. 

Additional infarmation is avail
able at wwwjsped.org. 

Photo courtesy of Rick Finkelst ein 

was the definition his Uncle 
Noah always offered, who 
also added , "W ell ... that's 
sort of what it means." 

'Winterfest' 
dinner and 
auction to 

be held 
WAKEFIELD-The South 
County Hebrew School and 
Congregation Beth D avid will 
hold "Winterfest," the fifth 
annual dinner and auction on 
Feb. 28 at 6:30 p.m. in the Grand 
Ballroom ofThe Village Inn in 
Narragansett. H osted by radio 
personality, "Big John Bina," the 
event will also have several grand 
raffle prizes such as a 42-inch 
Panasonic plasma flat screen TV, 
a Samsung digital camcorder, 
an Xbox 360, a GPS navigation 
system, sports memorabilia and 
tickets to shows and sports events. 
The dinner will be catered by Jim 
LeDonne of Amalfi's Catering. 

Tickets are S36 per person 
and· will be sold at the door. 

For more information, 
call 952-5807. 

JERI holds 
satellite office hours 
PROVIDENCE - Jewish Elder
care of Rhode Island (JERI), a 
Jewish Seniors Agency program, 
will hold office hours on Feb. 
12 from 2:30 p.m. to 4 p.m. at 
Congregation B'nai Israel, 224 
Prospect St., Woonsocket; on 
Feb. 23 from 10 a.m. to 11:30 
a.m. at Sakonnet Bay Manor, 
1215 Main Rd., Tiverton; and on 
Feb. 26 from 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 
p.m. at The Phyllis Siperstein 
Tamarisk Assisted Living Resi
dence, 3 Shalom Dr., Warwick. 
The topic will be "Options for 
the Senior Community." 

Photo cou rtesy o f Maril yn Rueschemeyer 

Left, Father Edward Nedder and Rabbi Alvan Kaunfer share a light 
moment during the Jan. 20 presentation. 

lnterf aith community discusses 
everyday role of religion 

Bv MARILYN R UESCHEMEYER 

Special to 7he Voice & Herald 

PROVIDENCE - On the 
evening of Jan. 20, members of 
the Rhode Island Jewish commu
nity and the Lebanese-Maronite 
community met at St. George 
Maronite Catholic Church for an 
evening of inter-faith communal 
dialogue and discussion. Unlike 
past gatherings, where only the 
women from these communi-
ties came together for evenings 
of Middle Eastern dance and 
discussion, this group included 
men and women, some 30 in all. 

Home health agency 
celebrates 30 years 

PROVIDENCE - A family , 
owned business, Cathleen Naugh
ton Associates, has provided home 
health care and visiting nurse 
services to individuals throughout 
Rhode Island since 1979. 

Based on the East Side of 
Providence, the organization is 
managed by Cathleen Naughton, 
R.N., B.S.N., and her daughter, 
Caroline Naughton Rumow-
icz, B.S., B.A., MSHCA. The 
company is committed to caring 
for people and helping them 
improve the quality of their lives. 

For more infarmation about 
services available, contact Caroline 
Naughton Rumowicz at 751-9660 
or carolinerumowicz@msn.com. 

Catherine Gergora orga
nized the Lebanese M aronite 
community, and in troduced 
Father Edward Nedder. 

Both Rabbi Alvan Kaunfer 
and Father Nedder (of St. George 
Maronite Catholic Church) spoke 
about how a community of reli
gious culture can keep its coher
ence and integri ty. "Orthodox 
Jews may become too secluded," 
said Kaunfer, and "other Jews too 
assimilated into a secular culture." 
Kaunfer advocated a middle path 
that embraces both openness 
and religious commitment. In 
explaining the various interpreta
tions of 'Love Thy Neighbor,' 
Kaunfer added, "Judaism insists 
on concrete good deeds." 

Nedder emphasized the 
importance of family, community 
and faith in God and pointed to 
the increase in broken families, 
the loss of community and the 
dominance of individualism. 

Participants discussed the ways 
in which different individuals 
relate to their own faith commu
nity and how modern advances 
- such as greater equality for 
women, longer life expectan
cies, and an improved standard 
of living - impact conservative 
or traditional views of life. 

7he Community Relations 
Council rf the Jewish Federation 
rf Rhode Island helped to 
organize this event. 

VOICE & HERALD CLASSIFIEDS 
3 BEDROOM APARTMENT 

Oak Hill/East Side, 697 East Avenue. Eat-in-kitchen, den, 
off-street parking, washer/dryer. No smoking pennitted. 

$875 a month plus utilities. Contact Jeffrey Brier 401-837-
4475 or jgbrier@aol.com. For photo & more details, check 
cralgsllst.com. 



PAGE 24 Jewish Voice & Herald February 6, 2009 ______________________________ __j■ •1 =Ji llt+i ;JI =E ■ 

Arline Goodman Alpert, 80 
FALL RIVER, Mass. - Arline Alpert 
died on Jan. 7 in Fall River, Mass. 

Born in Providence, she was 
a 1950 graduate of Pembroke 
College at Brown University and 
an active alumna throughout 
her life. She met her husband, 
Sumner, while they were stu
dents at Brown, and they married 
shortly after her graduation. 

She helped found the Fall River 
chapter of Brandeis University 
Women's Committee. Holding many 
offices within the organization, 
she became president of the New 
England Region and continued as 
an avid fundraiser for the Brandeis 
Library for nearly 50 years. 

Her volunteer activities also 
included Temple Beth-El in Fall 
River, where she was active in 
the Sisterhood, she chaired the 
Ruderman Memorial Lectures 
for 20 years. She also served 
on the Temple Beth-El Board 
of Directors and chaired the 
Adult Education Program with 
Cantor Richard Wolberg. 

A life member of Hadassah. she 
served on the Board of Directors 
of the Fall River Jewish Home and 
Corrigan Mental Health Center. 

She leaves her husband Sumner 
and four children: Sherry Alpert of 
Canton, Mass.; Miriam Woodman 
of Raynham, Mass. ; Bernard Alpert 
of Fall River, Mass.; and Sandra 
Pankiw of Westlake, Ohio. She also 
leaves four grandchildren: Aaron 
and Nina Louison of Raynham, 
Mass., and Rachel and Lauren 
Pankiw; and the late Alexander 
Pankiw of Westlake, Ohio ; and 
her late brother, Carl Goodman. 

Contributions in her 
memory may be made to the 
Brandeis University Library. 

Lawrence Barry Gordon, 75 . 
ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. - Lawrence 
Gordon, of Albuquerque, N.M., 
died Jan. 20 at Presbyterian 
Hospital in Albuquerque. 

He was the husband of Gerri 
(Price) Gordon. Born in Pater
son , N.J. in 1934, he grew up in 
Providence, and was the son of 
the late Molly (Blender) Gordon 
Sholovitz and Simon Gordon. He 
lived in and around Providence and 
Pawtucket for most of his life. 

He was a graduate of Classical 
High School and Boston Univer
sity. He was a member of Temple 
Beth-El in Providence and was 
the owner of Crown Cut Products 
in Pawtucket until 1992. In retire
ment, he moved fo Albuquerque. 

He was the father of Jeffrey 
Gordon and his wife, Leslie, of 
Coral Springs, Fla., and Robert 
Gordon and his wife, Martha, 
of Wayland, Mass. He was the 
stepfather of Adam Silbert, 
Michael Wier, Dean Silbert, and 
Amy and Richard Blake, and 
grandfather of Michael, Nathanael, 
Max, Madison and Alexis. 

Contributions in his memory 
may be made to Best Friends 
Animal Society or the Ameri
ca n Cancer Society. 

Henry "Hank" 
Greenberg, 88 

FALL RIVER, Mass. - Henry Green
berg, of Fall River, died Jan. 24 at 
home. He was the husband of the 
late Eudice (Berman) Greenberg. 

Born in Fall River. a son of 
the late Israel and Nellie (Rabi
novich) Greenberg, he was a 
lifelong resident of Fall River, 
Mass. He was a 1938 graduate 
of BMC Durfee High School. 

He was a supervisor for 30 years 
at the U.S. Naval Supply Depot 
,_ in Middletown, R.I. 

--=-"= An Army veteran of 
World War II , he was a 
member of the Jewish 

War Veterans Post 168, and a SO 
year member of American Legion 
Post 126. He was a member of Adas 
Israel, the Wattupa Lodge AF & AM 
for more than 50 years, a Mason 
in the Ancient Scottish Rite Valley 

Tfie Only Local 
Family-Owned 

Jewish Funeral Home 
in Rhode Island 

I 100 New London Avenue 
Cranston, RJ 02920 

Tel.: 463-7771 
Toll-free: 1-877-463-7771 

~ Certifiedbythe >-~l R.I. Board of Rabbis 

Prr-Nttd Programs Available 
Whttlcbair Accmibk 

Obituaries 
of Boston and a life member of 
the Lodge Council Chapter Consis
tory Valley of Southeastern Mass. 

He was the brother of the 
late Norman Greenberg. 

Contributions may be made 
to the charity of your choice. 

Pauline Ladd, 93 
FRAMINGHAM, Mass. - Pauline 
Ladd, an artist and professor emeri
tus of Rhode Island College. died 
on Jan. 20 at Summerville Assisted 
Living in Framingham, Mass. 

Born on Nov. 2, 191S to Max 
Scheck and Rebecca Kornblum 
Scheck in Brooklyn, N.Y., she 
moved to Providence in 1938 
after marrying Milton Ladd, 
who predeceased her. 

She received an undergraduate 
degree in art education from the 
Rhode Island School of Design 
(RISD) , and graduate degrees from 
Brown University and RISD. She 
taught art in the Providence public 
schools before she joined the art 
education faculty at Rhode Island 
College , where she later became a 
full professor and then professor 
emeritus. She was an accomplished 
portrait painter and a member 
of the Providence Art Club. 

She leaves her sister, Helen 
Gluskin, of Florida ; her daughter, 
Margaret Kessler, and son-in-law, 
Lyle Kessler, of Santa Monica, Calif.; 
her daughter. Betty Glick, and her 
son-in-law, Thomas Glick, of Hol 
liston, Mass.; four grandchildren, 
Michael and Katherine Kessler 
an-d Rachel and Amos Glick; her 
cousin, Lana Israel, of Providence; 
and several nieces and nephews. 

Stephan H. Lieberman, 64 
WAKEFIELD - Stephan 
Lieberman, of Wakefield , died 
Jan. 24. He was the husband of 
Nancy ( Gold) Lieberman for 37 
years. Born in New York, N.Y., a 
son of the late David and Bebe 
(Heilweil) Lieberman, he had 
lived in Wakefield for 25 years. 

He was the father of Scott 
Lieberman of Wakefield and David 
Lieberman of Providence, and 
the brother of Michael Lieberman 
ofT ampa, Fla. He and his wife 

founded and owned Bagelz in 
Wakefield. Kingston and Wickford. 

Contributions in his memory may 
be made to Temple Beth David or 
the Welcome House, Wakefield. 

Cecilia (Kuperschmid) 
Rachlin 102 

FALL RIVER, Mass. - Cecilia 
Rachlin died on Jan. 17. She was the 
wife of the late Hyman Rachlin. 

Born in Brooklyn. N.Y., a daughter 
of the late Abraham and Rebecca 
(Turner) Kuperschmid, she had lived 
in Fall River since 1943. She was 
a member of Hadassah, Temple 
Beth-El and its Sisterhood. Adas · 
Israel Sisterhood and the Jewish 
Friendship Club. She was a volun
teer at Charlton Memoria l Hospital. 

She was the sister of the 
late Samuel and Joseph 
Kooper and Jack, Solomon 
and Irving Kuperschmid. 

Donations may be made to the 
Fall River Jewish Home, 538 Robe
son St.. Fall River, Mass. 02720. 

Sally (Seiderer) Roll, 86 
PROVIDENCE - Sally Roll. of 
Providence, died Jan. 24. She was 
the wife of the late Max Elias Roll. 
Born in Brooklyn, N.Y. , a daughter 
of the late Harry and Jennie (Roll) 
Seiderer, she had been a resident 
of Rhode Island since 1996. 

She was a former volunteer for 
the Bristol-Warren school system. 

She is survived by her son, 
Harry Roll , Esq. and his wife, 
Patricia. of Providence, and her 
grandson, Gregory. She was the 
sister of the late Pearl Urd ang. 

Contributions may be made 
to the charity of your choice. 

Lillian Ross, 88 
CRANSTON - Lillian Ross of 
31S Meshanticut Valley Parkway, 
Cranston, died Jan. 24. She was 
the wife of the late Sidney T. Ross. 

Born in Peabody, Mass., · 
a daughter of the late Louis 
and Sarah (Ainbinder) Singer
man, she had been a resident 
of Rhode Island for 65 years. 

She worked in their family 
business, Ross-Simon Jewelers, 
which she helped found in 1952. 

She worked side-by-side w ith her 
husband for almost 50 years. She 
was a member ofTemple Beth-El. 

She is survived by her children , 
Mark A. Ross, and his wife, Donna, 
of Warwick, and Darrell S. Ross 
and his wife, Susan, of Providence; 
her brother, Harold Singerman of 
Annapolis. Md.; her sisters, Eleanor 
Slate of Arlington, Mass., and Essa 
Cindorf of Jerusalem, Israel ; and 
her grandchildren, Jared, Seth, 
Leslie , Meredith and Daniel. She 
was the sister of the late Rebecca 
Gordon and Bertha Strausz. 

Contributions in her memory 
may be made to the Sidney 
and Lillian Ross Scholarship 
Fund, c/o The Bureau of Jewish 
Education, 130 Sessions St., 
Providence, R.I. 02906. 

Merrill Winkler, 90 
WARWICK - Merrill Winkler, of 
Shalom Dr., died Jan. 26, in Philip 
Hulitar Inpatient Center. He was the 
husband of Ruth (Mandell) Winkler 
for more than 60 years. Born in 
Providence, the son of the late 
Louis and Esther (Madnick) Win
kler, he had lived in Cranston for 52 
years before moving to Warwick. 

He owned Pilgrim Home 
Supply for 15 years and worked 
for the RI Public Transit Author
ity for 40 years, retiring in 1982. A 
graduate of Central High School, 

• 
he was a World War 
II Army veteran. 

He was a member 
of Temple Torat Yisrael 

and its Men's Club, Jewis,h War 
Veterans Post 23 and the Jewish 
Federation of Rhode Island. He was 
a board member of Rhode Island 
Jewish Fraternal Association. 

He was the father of Dr. Mark 
Winkler, of Henderson, Nev. , 
and Linda Winkler Garvin, of 
Alameda, Calif.; brother of the 
late Blanche Glazer; and grand
father of Scott and Ryan Garvin 
and Alena and Anna Winkler. 

Contributions in his memory 
may be made to Philip Huli
tar Inpatient Center, 50 Maude 
St., Providence, R. I. 02908. 
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Episode 34 in 
1he Council 

of Wise Women 
BY MARK BINDER 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

EVERYONE IN 
Chelm was miserable 
and crabby. It was 
cold. The snow that 

had fallen just after Hanukkah 
had turned to ice. Food was 
still sca rce, and the menu was 
limited . The promise of potatoes 
and the reality of cabbage had 
turned everyone grumpy. 

But even worse than all that, 
the departure of Rabbi Yohon 
Abrahms was being felt in ways 
that no one had imagined. 

Chelm is the sort of place that 
once it gets into your bones it is 
impossible to escape. If you're 
born in Chelm, you stay in 
C helm, you live in Chelm and 
you die in Chelm. The young 
folk especially, feel this rooted
ness as a heavy burden. Ambi
tion in a Chelmener is rare. 

While many dream of 
Moscow, Vienna and Pitts
burgh, few of these fantasies last 
much beyond bar mitzvah age. 

If you, by some chance or 
misfortune, move to Chelm, 
the pull is, if anything, even 
stronger. After all, Chelm 
has everything a person could 
ever need - food, shelter, and 
companionship. The people 
are warm and kind. The food 
is, when not exclusively cab
bage, delicious, and the small 
houses are well-built and cozy. 

Now, visitors and travelers 
might look at the collection of 
80 or so houses and shrug. They 
might look at the tiny Bug River 
and roll their eyes. They might 
observe the plain clothing and 
calloused fingers of the residents 
and smile at the obviously rural 
but primitive quaintness. 
"There was nothing there," they 
say with a laugh as they report 

Copyright 2009 by Mark 
Binder. All Rights Reserved 
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Kvetchfest comes to (helm 
back to their friends. "There 
was no majesty, no grandeu r. 
There was no zest of human 
experience. There was no art ." 

Such arrogance. Such dis
missiveness. Such a mistake. 

Because in Chelm there is 
majesty, grandeur, zest and art 
in its fullest, richest and most 
ephemeral expression - the 
complaint. 
Kvetching, you might argue 
is nothing more than grum
bling or whining. It is Uttle 
more than an animal's moan 
of discomfort. Feh. This may 
be true of the ordinary every 
day griping that goes on in 
your home or commun ity. 

Not in Chelm. 

is entitled to complain about 
whatever they like with neither 
consequences nor punishment. 

Awards are given for any 
number of categories includ
ing brevity, length, vehemence, 
most expressive, loudest, 
softest, most mundane, most 
elegant, most superficial and, of 
course, best kvetch of the yea r. 

Votes are rarely needed 
because every year some individ
ual shines above and beyond the 
ordinary mumble and grumble. 
One person is decla red King or 
Qyeen Kvetch. They are given a 
worthless gold-painted wooden 
crown that is both uncomfo rt
able and too heavy, and for the 
next year they are entitled to 

lege than an onerous burden. 
By autumn, the King or 

Qyeen has completely exhausted 
his or her bile, and they often 
abstain from competition fo r 
several years. The one excep
tion to this was Oma Levitsky, 
who was blessed (or some 
might say cursed) to be Qyeen 
Kvetch for four years running.) 

C hildren complain about 
homework. They raise a sti11k 
about their brothers and sisters, 
cousins and even parents. They 
snivel and moan about tight 
shoes, foods they can't stand 
and yet arc forced to eat, and 
especially about early bedtimes. 

Adolescents and teens usu
ally take a different approach. 

In Chelm, kvetching is 
food. It is drink. It is sun, 
it is water, it is blood. 

And the annual Kvetchfest 
is the si ngle most important 
gathering outside of the 
holy days. Weddings and 
births are celebrated with 
joy, bar mitzvahs with pride, 
deaths with mourning. 

"The rules are simple. One 
person, one complaint, no 

pauses. As long as you keep 
talking, you can gripe, and 
everybody has to listen." 

They often spend weeks 
writing and rewriting, 
hoping that by honing and 
practicing thei r bellyach
ing to turn their whining 
into the golden freedom 
to say whatever they like. 

By the time they're 
adults, however, they 
very rarely prepare. 
Most of the greatest 
kvetches are impromptu, 

Kvetchfest is celebrated 
with both dread and glee. 

On the coldest days of the 
year, the doors to the social hall 
are flung open and the villag
ers file in. Then the doors are 
shut, and no one is allowed 
to leave until all who wish 
have spoken their minds. 

The rules are simple. One 
person, one 
complaint, 
no pauses. As 
long as you 
keep talking, 
you can gripe, 
and everybody 
has to Usten. 

A judge and 
three referees 
are appointed 
to arbitrate 
whether a 
long breath is 
a pause in the 
kvetch or just a 
necessary gasp 
for air. 
Everyman, 
woman 
and child 

speak their minds freely about 
any subject at any time without 
fea r of repercussion. (Interest
ingly enough, it is rare for any 
individual to win the kvetching 
contest more than once. It seems 
that receiving a year's Ucense to 
vent and spew is less of a privi-

inspired by and fired with the 
emotions of the moment. 

It isn't an easy thing 
to be crowned the Chief 
Kvetch ofChelm. 

Many a runner-up has been 
applauded for their fussing about 
their burning need to visit the 

privy. Physical ailments are 
always popular but rarely unique 
enough to score high. Cir
cumstantial mishaps are good 
fodder fo r secondary awards, 
but broken furniture or faulty 
wagon wheels must do more 
than temporarily inconvenience. 

A true winner must take 
their complain ing to a higher 
level that includes the physi
cal, mental and spiritual. 

Everyone remembers the 
year that Shoshanna Cantor 
declaimed in no uncertain terms 
that not on ly had her merchant 
husband neglected his home and 
family but that the inconsider
ate shmendrick had brought her 
both fattening chocolate and a 
dress that was too small . Worst 
of all, she had added, master
fu lly bridging the pause that 
everyone had expected to be the 
end of her entry, the dress had 
obviously been used - you could 
see the sweat stains and smell 
the stink of its previous owner 
- and even worse, the chocolate 
was infested with disgusting 
bugs, so she couldn't even eat it! 

Shortly after she moved to 
Chelm, Mrs. Chaipul entered 
the contest and was declared 
the clear victor with her brief, 
honest and heartfelt state-
ment, "My husband is dead, my 
restaurant has no customers, my 
children don't care, and I have 
not a single friend among you." 

The cheers that the surprised 
woman received completely 
wiped the sorrow from her 
heart. She realized that she 
had found herself in a com
munity full of friends, and she 
tried to decline the honor. 

You didn't always have to be 
articulate to win. Once, Reh 
Kanfer, the potato farmer, had 
held up a spud that was so obvi
ously disgusting and deformed 
that his victory was assured. 

The Winter of the Cabbage 
was expected to produce 
one of the greatest and most 
competitive Kvetchfests ever. It 
was not a disappointment. 

Next Episode: The Greatest 
Kvetchfest Ever 

We Use Benjamin Moore, C2 and California Premium Paints 
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From Page 13 

WHERE: URI Hillel, 12 Fraternity 
Circle, Kingston 

WHEN:7p.m. 

MORE INFO: jdgold@mail.uri.edu 

Tuesday 
February10 
'fiddler on the Roof 
Musica l begins its run at PPAC, 
featuring Topal as Tevye. 

,WHERE: PPAC 

WHEN: Feb. 10-15 

MORE INFO: 421 -ARTS, or www. 
ppacri.org 

Wednesday 
February11 
Jewish writing in 20th century 
Brazil 
Lecture by Professor Chris Larkosh. 

WHERE: Library Browsing Area, 
, UMass Dartmouth 

.\;~.• 

WHEN:noon 
~~: (~ 

·MORE INFO: 508-910-6551, or 
~~ s;tfow@umassd.educ 

Friday 
Fel>rilary 13 
KTaRfan Shabbat ·-

Jewish Community Calendar 
Share Shabbat with other young MORE INFO: 861 -8800, ext. 147 WHERE: JCCRI, 401 Elmgrove 
families, informal service led by COST: Fee is charged Ave., Providence 
Rabbi Sarah Mack and Debbie 
Waldman, followed by a light sup- Gan Israel Winter Camp 
per. An enriching winter-break experi

ence for Jewish kids, ages 5-10, 
WHEN: 6:00 p.m. tillwed with activities, daily trips, 
WHERE: Temple Beth-E l, 70 Or-

chard Ave., Providence 

MORE INFO: 331-6070 

Sunday 
February 15 
Kids' Night Out 
Special evening and night dedi-
cated to kids, including swimming 
dodgeball, crafts and dinner. 

WHERE: JCC RI , 401 Elm grove 
Ave., Providence 

WHEN: 5-9 p.m., activities, 
sleepover follows for grades 2-6 

MORE INFO: 861 -8800, ext. 147 

Tuesday 
February16 
Winter Vacation Camp 
For kids ages 5-12, with activities 
including swimming, sledding, 
jewelry making and movies. 

WHERE: JCCRI, 401 Elmgrove 
Ave., Providence 

WHEN: Tuesday through Friday, 
Feb. 16-20. 

u 

arts & crafts, hot lunches. 

WHERE: Chabad Chai Center, 3871 
Post Road, Warwick 

WHEN: 9 a.m. - 2:30 p.m., with 
extend hours available. Runs 
Tuesday-Thursday, Feb. 17-19. 

MORE INFO: Rabbi Yossi & 
Shoshana Lauter, 884-7888 

COST: $30 a day, $75 for three days 

ednesday 
February17 
Lunch & Learn 
Join Rabbi Amy Levin tram Temple 
Torat Yisrael for Jewish discussion. 

WHERE: Grille on Main, 50 Main 
St, East Greenwich 

WHEN: noon- 1 :30 p.m. 

MORE INFO: 785-1800 

Wednesday 
February18 
CNN's Christiane Amanpour 
A talk with reporter Aman pour will 
be broadcast live as part at "Live 
from the 92nd St Y" program. 

WHEN:8p.m. 

MORE INFO: 861 -8800 

'So Kiss Me Already, Herschel 
Gertz 
Amy Salloway performs an original 
one-act play. 

WHERE: Fine Arts Center, UM ass 
Dartmouth, Room 153 

WHEN:7 p.m. 

MORE INFO: 508-910-6551 , or 
jsatlow@umassd.educ 

Tb~1!"sday 
February19 
"Circumference" by Amy Sal
loway 
Salloway performs one-woman 
show about the ways in which 
we 're led to love, loathe, reject and 
rec laim our bodies. 

WHERE: Swan Hall Auditorium, 60 
Upper College Rd., Kingston 

WHEN: 7:30 p.m. 

MORE INFO: 874-2740 

PJ Library Story Hour 
Bring your children and/or grand
children for story hour with theme 
ot tikkun a/am. 

WHERE: East Greenwich Free 
Library Community Room, 82 
Peirce St, East Greenwich 

-~, 
f .;-;:~ .- MEDIC: Training rehearsed helping wounded soldiers in combat 

. '.',-'.;-· ~ From Page 12 

wounded soldier in front of 
him whose circumstances he 
could easily see and diagnose. 

These practice sessions culmi
nated in a mid-course practical 
exam where we were closely 
observed by our command-
ers to see how we performed 
as medics. To make sure we 
weren't too calm while dealing 
with a patient who was only 
pretending to be wounded, 
they added a little flavor to this 
particular session by hdp-
ing to raise the level of stress. 
They splashed large amounts 
of cold water down our shirts 
and pants, dragged us away 
from the wounded by our legs, 
and threw blankets over us in 
order to obstruct our view. 

;_We conti.nued our classroom 
studies, exams, and practical 
!¢.ssons. We learned techniques 
siich as CPR, the Heimlich 
~neuver, how-to deal with 
an.injured baby, and numerous 
other techniques.that could be. 
used to help people both in and. 
out of the army. But, unfortu
nately, our course would come • 
to a very abrupt and somewhal
prematun: end, when the 
situation in Gaza broke out. 

Initially, we wen: U11S11Je 

what this-would mean for us, 
especially considering that 
we had completed enough 
of the course to be used as 
acting medics if needed. 

The mood during those 
final_ weeks was 
quite different. 
Our command
ers decided to cut 
the course short 
in order to get 
as many trained 
medics back to 
their units, and 
then get the next 
course started as 
soon as possible. 

We spent the 
final day taking 
about 10 sepa
rate written and 
practical exams 

Then, at 1 a.m., we were told later, removed his personal 
-to head to our main lecture pin, and placed it on my lapel. · 

· ·room since~e would be having It is considered a great sign of 
an impromptu graduation cer- respect in the Israeli army when 
emony. We understood that the a commander gives you a piece 
current situation necessitated of his or her own paraphernalia, 

we return to train- and my commander gave me his 
ing and active duty to show how much respect he 
as soon as possible. had for me and how I pushed 

We lined up forward, despite the difficul-
in four rows, one · ties I had with the language. 
for eacli class / , Despite the long clay and 
within the course; lateness of the hour, we still 
and our person;il proceeded with the tra-
commandern ditional "breaking of the 
went around and distance" where our com-
proudly placed the manders sat down with us 
standard medic's and told us all about who they 
pin on each of are outside of the army. 
our lapels. As my All of us in the course came 
commander placed from various units, but we left 
a pin on the friend together as newly initiated 
to my left, he medics. This is how each of 
then skipped me us has chosen 'to play our role 
and went directly within the army, and in a time 
to the friend on such as the crisis in Gaza the 

in order to ensure 
that we knew all 
of the techniques 
and information 
that they had 
taught us. The 
evening was spent 
returning and 

awarded to Dani 
Stieglitz upon 

completion of his 

my right. For a importance of this could not 
moment lwor- have been clearer. Though the 
ried that perhaps course was a little_ sh(lrter than 
despite all my hard we had expected it to be, the course. 
work in conquer- skills we gained will allow us to 

organizing all of the equip
ment we had received from 
the base, and cleaning up our 
living areas for the next group 
that would be coming in. 

ing the language barrier, help others for years to come. 
perhaps for some reason I 
didn't pass the course after all. 

I was pleasantly surprised as 
he returned to me a moment 

Daniel Stieglitz can be reached 
al dstieglitz@gmail.com. 

COMMUNITY 

WHEN: 10:15 a.m. 

MORE INFO: Rachel Silverman at 
785-1800. 

Circle of Consolation 
Bereavement discussion group for 
those mourning the loss of loved 
ones, led by Dr. Judith Lubin er and 
Rabbi Amy Levin . 

WHERE: Temple Torat Yisrael, 330 
Park Ave. Cranston 

WHEN: 7:30 p.m. 

MORE INFO: 785-1800 

Friday 
February20 
Shabbat for Young Families 

Kid-friendly Shabbat dinner, with 
interactive service, stories, songs 
and prayer. 

WHERE: Temple Torat Yisrael, 330 
Park Ave., Cranston 

WHEN: 5:45 p.m. 

COST: $10 per family 

MORE INFO: 785-1800 

Sunday 
February22 
Shireinu Choral Group 
A tribute to our heritage in song and 
story, sponsored by R.I. Chapter of 
Hadassah. 

WHERE: Temple Sinai, 30 Hagen 
Ave., Cranston 

WHEN:2p.m. 

MORE INFO: 463-3636 

Tuesday 
February24 
Federal Immigration Judge 
Robin Feder 
Judge Feder will express her per
sonal views on immigration issues. 

WHEN:7p.m. 

WHERE: Temple Beth El, 70 
Orchard Ave., Providence 

MORE INFO: 331-6070 

Saturday 
February28 
Winterfest 
Fifth annual auction and dinner, 
sponsored by Congregation Beth 
David of Naragansett and South 
County Hebrew School. Grand raffle 
drawing will include a Panasonic 
42" Plasma Flat Screen TV. Dinner 
will be provided by Jim Le Donne of 
Amalfi's Catering, and the event will 
be hosted by "Big John Bina." 

WHERE: Grand Ballroom at the 
Village Inn Narragansett. 

WHEN: Feb. 28, 2009 at 6:30 p.m. 

COST: $36 per person 

MORE INFORMATION: 952-5807 
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Births 

Emma and Ainsley Berger 

CHERYL AND DONALD BERGER of Cranston are proud to 
announce the birth of their twin granddaughters, Emma 

and Ainsley Berger, daughters of Adam and Christina Berger 
of Sussex, Wisconsin. Maternal grandparents are Michael 
Wilson and Patricia Wilson of Pewaukee, Wisconsin. The 
twins, born on Nov. 2, are the great-granddaughters of Estelle 
(Rubin) Churnick of Warwick and the late George (Yussi) 
Churnick and the late David and Cele Berger of Pawtucket. 

DR. JONATHAN M. LEVITT of Cranston. received his 
doctorate.from Tufts University in biomedical engi

neering, and effective Feb. 1, he will work for the Weiz-
.. . .. _ _ , Crio.nrp, in Israel as a visiting scientist. 

Weddings 

Jared Motzenbecker and Tara Berger 

CHERYL AND DONALD BERGER of Cranston announce the 
Dec. 6 marriage of their daughter, Tara Nicole, to Jared Richard 

Motzenbecker, the son of Peter Motzenbecker of St. Petersburg, 
Fla. and Maria Lanzillotti of Sarasota, Fla. 

The bride is the maternal granddaughter of Estelle (Rubin) Chur
nick of Warwick and the late George "Yussi" Churnick. Her paternal 
grandparents are the late David and Cele (Novick) Berger of Paw
tucket. 

The ceremony took place on St. Pete Beach followed by a recep
tion at the Grand Plaza Hotel, St. Petersburg, Fla. 

The bride earned a bachelor's degree in psychology from The 
American University, Washington, D.C., and a master of science 
in school psychology at the University of Rhode Island. She is 
employed as a school psychologist for the Pinellas County School 
Board. 

The groom earned a bachelor"s degree in business administra
tion from the University of Florida and is employed as an internal 
wholesaler with Franklin Templeton Investments in St Petersburg. 

After a honeymoon in Jamaica, the couple reside in St. Peters
burg. 

BELLA KATY SEWALL AND DAVID ISRAEL 
BERMAN WOLITZ were married on Dec. 21 at 

Adas Israel Conrgregation in Washington, D.C. 
The daughter of Sydney and Deborah Sewall of Halloway, 

Maine, and the granddaughter of Louise Macy of Fall River, 
Mass., the bride received degrees from Harvard College and 
Yale Law School. She is employed in the Solicitor's Office 
of the Department of the Interior in Washington, D.C. 

The son of Seth and Louise Wolitz of Austin, 
Texas, the groom graduated from Stanford University 
and Yale Law School. He is employed with George-
•~ • .," 1 lnive.rsitv Law School in Washington, D.C. 

-u..-;,. t-,..f'l After 

Engagements 

Leah Wallick and Eliot Bassin 

MARC AND BOBBIE WALLICK of Warwick announce the 
engagement of their daughter. Leah Rachel. to Eliot Michael 

Bassin, the son of Douglas and Barbara Bassin of Melville, N.Y. 
Leah. a graduate of George Washington University, and Ross 

University School of Medicine, is currently a surgical resident at 
the Stamford Hospital in Stamford, Conn. 

Eliot received his master's degree in accounting from Baruch 
University and his undergraduate degree from George Wash
ington University. He is cu rrently employed as a certified public 
accountant for the accounting firm of Martin and Wall in Wash
ington. D.C. 

The couple will wed in October 2009. 

Evan Galkin and Ashley Penfield 

ASHLEY NICOLE PENFIELD AND EVAN MATTHEW GALKIN 
of West Warwick are pleased to announce their engagement. 

The daughter of Yvette and Carl Penfield , Jr. of Clarksburg, 
Md., Miss Penfield attends the University of Rhode Island where 
she is studying animal veterinary science with a specialty in 
animal management; she is a member of Sigma Kappa sorority. 
She is also the granddaughter of Mary and Carl Penfield, Sr., of 
Germantown, Md. 

Mr. Galkin is the son of Pamela Mann of East Greenwich and 
Dr. Harris Galkin of East Greenwich. He is the grandson of Celia 
and the late Fred Dunder of Cranston and the late Herbert 
Galkin of Cranston and Boynton Beach, Fla. A graduate of the 
University of New Hampshire, Mr. Galkin is employed by Bank
ers Life and Casual ty Company. 

A summer wedding in Newport is planned. 

DAVID 
AND 

LESLIE 
BERGER 
of Attle
boro, Mass. 
adopted 
Richard Leo 
Berger on 
Jan. 22. All 
four grand
parents, 
Fred Berger, 
Stanley 
Freedman, 
Phyllis 

Adoption 

,.. -- 1: ..... ..-1 -~,prp nresent for tQe simcha. 
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The Jewish Federation of 
Rhode Island knows 

the importance of caring 
for our community in 

these challenging times. 
Help support those in 

need when they need it 
most. Right now. 

No gift is more 
impactful and strategic 

than a gift to the 
Jewish Federation of 
Rhode Island's 2009 

-- Annual Community 
/ Campaign! 
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CANDLE LIGHTING TIMES 

For Greater Rhode Island 

Feb. 6 4:48 

Feb. 13 4:57 

Feb. 20 5:06 

Feb. 27 5:14 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK: 
"When we say and do what is not expected 
of us, we are making the statement, 'Hineni , 

here I am."' 

'i#u[~Sbo/ Rabbi James Rosenberg 
See Page4 THE LINK 

BETWEEN OUR 
i,r.iuJ'J~ 
0, ROOTS 

/i-,r;.'&17-?1,;!!Jq-, IN THIS ISSUE: 

'FIDDLER ON THE R OOF' 

ATPPAC 
See Page 14 

,~ 
,MJ - futurec__; 

LINKING THE CHAIN 

COMING NEXT ISSUE: 

PROVIDENCE COMMUNITY KOLLEL is arranging to obtain a Torah scroll from pre
Holocaust Europe and donating it to the Israel Defense Forces as a symbolic closing 

of the chain of Jewish survival. To make this more meaningful to the Rhode Island 
Jewish community, Kollel plans to engage 300 to 400 people to study different selec
tions of the Torah, because. "it is Torah study that binds us all together and ensures 
our survival." The Torah scroll will be presented to the IDF on March 22, 2009. For 
more information, contact torah@providencekollel.org. or call 383-2786. 

FINANCIAL PIANN1NG 2009 
VOICE & HERALo SPECIAL SECTION 

Do you know about The, Women's -Alli.tuiu? 
Tht- Women 's l\llia1ur,,En.d.1,wmmtFu1uiof the Jewish Federation of Rhode Isla nd has made nearly $10,000 in grants 
to help women and ch ildren in our co mmun ity a nd in Is rael, funding programs like: 

@ "Sunsh ine in a Bag," a program of Jewish Eldercare of Rhode Island 
@ "Treating Child Abuse, Breaking the Cycle of Domestic Violence ," a program of ELI, The Israeli Associa tion for 

Child Protection 
@ "Healthy Relat ionships" course at the Harry Elkin MIDRASHA Community High School, a program of the 

Bureau of Jewish Education of Rhode Island 
@ Valley Outreach and Support Project. a program of the Haifa Rape Crisis Center 

On May 41h, all 81 members of the Women's Alliance Endowment Fund are invited to participate in making grants to 
agencies requesting funds for new programs. Each member of the Women's Alliance Endowment Fund has the 
opportunity to participate in this important process because each made a co mmitment of$1,ooo, beyond their annual 
campaign contributions, to join th is illustrious cadre of women. 

You could be there, too. 

Your gift to the Women's Alliance Endowment Fund will co nnect you r philanthropic dreams with those of women from 
across our co mmunity. Your one-time commitment will last forever. 

You are invited to become a member of the Women's Alliance Endowment Fund 
Name: _______________ .Address: _______________________ _ 

Phone: ________ .Email : ____________ _ 

J••Hh 
Federauon 
•I 
Khod, 
bland 

www.JFRl.org 

O My $1,000 check is enclosed 
O My $334 check is enclosed as the 151 of3 consecu tive annual installments 
O Please bill me 

For more information, co ntact Beth Dindas, DirectorofWomen's Philanthropy, at 401 -421 -4111 >r.174 or bdindas@Jfri.org. 

Return this ad with your check to: )FRI Women's Alliance 130 Sessions Street Providence, RI 02906 or fa>r. to: 401 -331-7961 
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MEDICAL ARTS 

The birth and progress of Jewish 'on-holidays' 
To everythinu there historic past, something worthy neighborhoods, the Jewish the bordering Italian and lrish of thousands. 
. 6 of enduring remembrance. districts of Brooklyn celebrated neighborhoods were not on.1y No Jewish child could pos-
ts a season - and an Holidays are times when the secular, non-denominational more numerous, but also more sibly participate openly in these 

'un-holiday' myths of the ancient days are holidays including Thanksgiving, openly and happily celebrated hallowed revelries, despite the 

AERPETUAL holid,y, 

transformed seamlessly into the Fourth of July and New than the monochromatic holy ease with which one might join 
current drama, when ethnic Year's Day. days in their own district. in the spirited dancing, eating 
identity is reinforced _______________ Furthermore, many and street-side chatter. Actively 
and when, additionally, of these Christian participating would represent a ~~w:=~~;~!:t::~k- the soul might be "Thus were born, clandestinely at festivities took place calumny against one's parents 

;:~e;.~ds;~~1;:5of first, the Jewish Un-holidays, ways ~:;~:~:::~:~t~':;n :vn~;~;;:~:::.!,:~~~~~t~y 
ing definition of hell." 

His observation is a bit fastidious, 
with a hint of Calvin, suggesting 
that there is something funda

Each holiday, in for the assimilating Jews to catch sloes, rather than of pre-empting these non-Jewish 

:~;i~!~~ :::::r up in the number - if not the fervor :~~:rs in storefront ~e;~v;;;~:1~~~~:~~;ctingone's 
mentally sinful 
about holidays. weekday Shabbat, less - of the Gentile holidays. II Jc-Nish children Gradually, holidays such as 

pious perhaps, but still _________ ______ watched in awe, and Christmas were celebrated in the Perhaps if 
we retreated an opportunity for perhaps envy, as the less fastidious Jewish households. 
to the phrase 
'holy-day' - the 

identity, repose, reflection and These special occasions flour- non-Jewish streets were pcriodi- Cautiously, as though it were a 
reconstitution. ished in addition to the handful cally festooned in brightly colored stealth festival, the process began 

It etymological 
precursor of 
holiday-we 

Sta nley mi?ht then , 
Aronson MD. satisfy Sh~ws 
==== apprehensions 

N EIGHBORHOODS OF of holy days observed by the ribbons, with brass bands loudly with the quiet exchange of gifts, 
CHARACTER various Jewish factions of inner proclaiming ancient anthems and a special dinner in the local 

of the perils of 
measureless pleasure. 

After all, no society, certainly 
no religion that dreams of 
prevailing, is bereft ofits 
festivals, often called sacred - but 
not without its accompanying 
frivolities and feastings. Is there, 
after all, any notable difference 
between a holy day and a holiday? 

We solemnly observe one but 
jubilantly celebrate the other. 

Holidays, sociologists tell 
us, are days of rest created by 
each ethnic group to celebrate 
a significant happening in its 

The immigrant and second
generation Jewish enclaves 
of Brooklyn consisted of the 
newly arrived populations in 
Brownsville and Williamsburg, 
the settled and reasonably 
assimilated folk living more 
comfortably in Crown Heights 
due west of Brownsville, and the 
established upper-middle-class 
Jewry in northern Flatbush and 
Bay Ridge. 

Each neighborhood had 
its own character, cuisine, 
catering establishments, movie 
theaters, idols, social standards; 
its idiosyncratic criteria for 
success and even patterns for the 
celebration of its holidays. 

And, along with other ethnic 

The Life Long Learning Committee 
Presents 

Immigration Judge 

Robin E. Feder 

lmmi9ration Issues Today 
P1 oa,c, Jolnusa•Robin l\od.,..F<-<1.,.•l lmmig,ation Judgr, 

•p<•luo•l>outlmmig••tion l......,,,Tod•J 

Robin i;. f<;.ler ,.., •ppoint«l ;u •n lmmig,.tlun Ju dg< in Nonmbc,r 2006. Judg• Kohlo 
l',:d,r ,oc,h'NI 11.xlH,lor of An< degree• lo Spanish •od l',-eoch in 1'80 from th• Uni~ity 
oflltinois•n,1•Ju,;.oo,:to.-.trln1911JfromGwrg•WuhingtonlJn;•c,.il) 

Judgofulcrhl thrPr.-.ld<ntoflh<-Rhod,l,l;u,dCh•pt..-ofthrF,-tl..-alllarA""°"i.&tK>n. 
St,~"·•••nAJ>ht.an1U.S.Attorn,7•1•hrll.S.A<1or nry', Offi«lnRh'-"1ebl•n•l,..-rring 
••thcChi,fofthcCh-ilDi•i>;,,.,f,omAp,11 !'1%toJuua-,· l(JOS.Jud1el\eder•hoo""n·cd 
•unA.,,i.1.an1A11orncy(;.;nerolfromJ•n.,.') 19111toA,'iu.,1'1'JO•n,l •,Chkf uf l h~Ci.-il 
Oivioion from Augu,. 1'}'.I() to April 1'1% a t 1he 0.-putment of Atlum.-,· G,J>,r•l. Su,~ of 
11.hodel,land, She ..-••lnprlv•1<pruticc 1nP,o,·i<1,o,e, lt.JondChkogo,llff<,.,. 
No......,l,c,r1'8JtoJ•ni .. '}· 1')31. Shelo•mrmh<:rnfthrlt.lu,.1,bl•<><l•ndllllnc,l,bu,,. 

(J•JI' ,..,,,., •rl"••-• will/,, ;,.1,,, P"",-../ wi-"r~ad "" .;,w, ,,., "rmw• "" ..,1,1r 1or,. """ ...,_,,.,.,-,.,.,,,,,.,.,,....,,_,.,,1orum .. J.1,., ... ,,,.,...,,_'!IJ•"H•.J 

Tu esday February 24th 
7:00p.m. 

~~~~~=~';'.~,~~ 
~ (4-0 l)JJ l -4070 

ilt:i·!?fWHI 
I undcd by the I lel('n .i nd Aaron Ca!llowitz l'u mJ 

Brook.Iyo, ranging from the gilded statues of saints parad- Chinese restaurant perhaps, an 
secular, Socialist left that barely ing through the dingy streets exchange of holiday cards pro-
and grudgingly observed Yorn followed by crowds of excited and claiming only "Season's Greet-
K.ippur, to the vigilantly obser- happy children. ings,n or "Happy Hanukkah,n but 
vant fa r right that insisted on Many of these festive holidays clearly replicating the Christmas 
celebrating every Jewish festival also brought out street booths tradition. 
even the birthdays of the lesser selling ethnic foods, fl avored Thus were born, clandestinely 
scriptural prophets. ices, masks, amulets, and other at first, the Jewish un-holidays, 

The geographic boundaries of religious tokens. There were small ways for the assimilating Jews 
Brooklyn's ethnic enclaves might Ferris wheels and pony rides to catch up in the number - if 
have been fairly well defined but for the observant youngsters. not the fervor - of the Gentile 
their borders were quite porous. The result, collectively, was an holidays. Easter is now at the 
Street happenings of one district ecstatic church service with far margins of the un-holiday 
were often solemnly observed by the parishioners momentarily domain. And when Ramadan 
children from adjacent neighbor- forgetting their poverty and enters the realm of un-holidays, 
hoods. sharing, with their neighbors, universal peace has truly arrived. 

And, it didn't take a Jewish a few hours of impetuous joy. 
youngster, say in central Browns- It was exuberant street theater 
ville, very long to note that the - part spontaneous, part 
number of celebrated holidays in contrived - with a volunteer cast 

CJ) 
+-I 
..c 
b.O 

z 
CJ.) 
C 

0 

CJ) 

::::,0 ,.\" and Wi 
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Dr. Aromon can be reached at 
smamd@(ox.net. 

401.421 .ARTS 

Fri . 6 I 7:30 pm 

Sal. 7 I 7:30 pm 

Sun.8 I 2:30pm 

VMA Arts and Cultural Center 
1 Avenue of the Art 
Providence, RI 

f
<( BPI BALLET 

PROVIDENCE FESTIVALBALLET.COM 


