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AN ARROW ANTI-MISSILE missile is 
launched from a testing ground on 

April 7 in central Israel. The Defense 
Ministry confirmed the successful test 
of the anti-missile system designed to 

protect the country from attack by Iran. 

Israel puts the 
focus on Iran 

Israeli analyst meets 
with editorial board at 

Providence Journal 

BY RICHARD AstNOF 
rf1Jinoj@jfri.org THE WEEK that Prime 

Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
took the helm of the Israeli 
government, Dr. Zvi Shtauber 

was in Providence, sitting down with 
the full editorial board of 1he PrO'Uidence 
Journal, discussing not so much Israel 
but Iran. 

At the gathering were reported to be 
the full complement of 1he Providence 
Journal's editorial writers - including 

See IRAN, Page 10 

URGENT: We 
need your 

help! 
1he Voice & Herald 

asks its patrom to step 
up to the plate 

See Page 36 

~ 

f l,.L .,. , . n•~ssing of the sun ' 

Photo courtesy of Ra bbi Sch einerman 

ON APRIL 8, MORE THAN 150 men, women and children joined together on 
the Brown rugby field for the celebration of Birkas Hachama, the blessing of 
the sun, which occurs once every 28 ye a rs, when the s un arrives at the exact 
location where it was at creation . Rabbi Eliezer Gibber Rosh Yeshiva of t he 

New England Rabbinical College led the reciting of the blessing. 

THE MI RIAM 'S WOMEN'S Association 
releases new cookbook, history-rich 

and loaded with contemporary recipes. 
See COOKBOOK, Page 18 

Freedom, slavery, and spies: a Jewish Civil War tale 
Dara Horn's latest novel 

resonates with today's 
polarized world 

Bv RICHARD ASINOF 

rasinoj@jfri.org IN DARA HORN'S NEW 
NOVEL, All Other Nights, Jacob 
Rappaport, the son of a Jewish 
New York City merchant - and 

a Union spy- finds himself at a 
seder at the New Orleans home of 
his mother's sister. His mission is to 
poison his uncle, who, it turns out, 
is a Confederate spy with plans to 
assassinate Abraham Lincoln. 

At the seder, Judah Benjamin turns 
up as an honored guest. Benjamin, who 
is Jewish, is Jefferson Davis' closest 
advisor, and serves as the Confederacy's 
Secretary of State. 

Thus, the table is set for a remarkable 
story of Jewish life during the American 
Civil War. 

Horn's book, her third novel, has 
all the attributes of a great read - it 
is a page-turner, filled with dramatic 
episodes and memorable characters, and 
it delves into stories about American 
Jewish history that have rarely been told. 

For instance, did you know that 

IN ALL OTHER NIGHTS, novelist 
Dara Horn has written a remarkable 

story of Jewish life during the 
American Civil War. 

General Ulysses S. Grant issued ag' 
order evicting Jews from conquered 
areas of the South, forcing them to leave 
their homes within 24 hours? The order, 
issued Dec. 17, 1962, was rescinded 
three weeks later by President Lincoln, 
after a Jewish delegation from Paducah, 
Ky., met with him, asking to be able to 
return to their homes. 

Horn's latest work also illuminates, 
with great prescience, our current 

political schism. Our nation, as it was 
leading up to the Civil War, has grown 
increasingly polarized, she said, making 
it difficult today to even "have a conver
sation or dialogue about politics, Israel, 
or current events." 

"It's become a matter of passion and 
personal attack," Horn said, both within 
the Jewish community and in the out
side world. 

"Every historical novel is really about 
the time in which it is written, rather 
than the time it is written about," she 
said, in a recent interview with 1he Voice 
& Herald, the first she had given about 
the book. 

In her novel, the great conflicts of the 
Civil War - slavery vs. freedom, state's 
rights and secession vs. the Union and 
the Constitution, and the collision of 
two economies - the feudal South vs. 
the industrial North - serve as the horns 
of dilemma for Horn's characters 

The brutal landscape of the Civil War 
- with all of its misery and destruction -
becomes the dramatic stage for a Jewish 
spy vs. Sf.>Y struggle, filled with intimate 
betrayals and family secrets. Much as 
today's political figures, Horn's char
acters are seemingly bound up by their 
own tragic intransigence. 

See HORN, Page 14 
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When questions abound in the classroom, everyone learns 

Israeli student and a certificate from Pardes in for what it is - - --- --
Advanced Jewish Learning. This like to be a full-

teacher from Pardes 
Educators Program 

comes to ]CDS 
8v E LIANA S ELTZER 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

"According to the Mishnah, how 
many cups of wine are we supposed 
to drink on Passover?" 

"What did the 12 spies see when 
they got to the land of Canaan?" 

"How do I pronounce your last 
name?" 

PROVIDENCE - These are 
just some of the questions that 
greeted David Riemenschneider 
when he arrived from Israel at the 
Jewish Community D ay 
School on M arch 9. 

program, which is in its eighth time Judaics 
year, is training future Jewish teacher. 
educators of North America. 

A big part of the program is 
for students to come to America 
for four weeks and apply their 
theoretical knowledge to the 
classroom. 

Mr. R. had the opportunity 
to observe the culture and the 
classes at JCDS for a week, 
which included our wonderful 
celebration of Purim. 

He sat in on lessons, followed 
a student around for the day, 
and learned as much as he could 
about the students and the com
munity. 

FROM STUDENT 

TO MENTOR 

This was a 
unique oppor
tunity for me. 
Four years ago, 
I was a student 
in the educa-
tors program: 
I was learn-
ing in Israel, 
taking classes at 
Pardes , and at 
the end of my 
year, I came to 
New York to 

rt 

Riemenschneider, or 
"Mr. R.," as the students 
fond ly calJ him, is in his 
first year of the Pardes 
Educators Program, 

"Having had the chance to 
mentor a student-teacher, I 

have come to appreciate even 
more the craft 

do my own 
student 
teaching. 
Now, the 
tables have 
turned: I 
was D avid's 

STUDENT TEACHER David Riemenschneider, right, w ith JCDS students Daniel Katz, 
left, and Nuriyah Coke. 

which is a program 
based out of Jerusalem. 

Students in the 
Educators Program split their 
time between taking virtua l 
courses at H ebrew College and 
studying traditional Jewish tex ts 
in a Bet Midrash (a house of 
study). 

At the end of two years, 
they graduate with a Master's 
D egree in Jewish Education 
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RUSTIGIAN RUGS 
,. 

15% to 50% OFF 
All 011P11ta! Rug in Stock 
Buy a rug and we'll treat you 
to a gallon of Adler's paint 

1 Governor 75 1 5100 
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that is teaching." 

Then, for the nex t three weeks, 
Mr. R. took on the task of 
teaching the sixth-, seventh- and 
eighth-graders. H e got to teach 
tex t, give homework, craft activi
ties and even give a quiz and a 
project to his students. Although 
the time was short, Mr. R. had 
the chance to really get the feel 

mentor throughout the pro
cess of student teaching. 

David would turn to me 
when he had questions about 

how to plan a lesson: what were 
the goals of the unit, how to 

reach ail of the students in the 
class and how to create assign
ments that wou Id engage ail of 
the lea rners. 

We discussed the importance 
of d iscovery-based lea rn ing and 

up the strret from ADLER'S HARDWARE• 

A P R l , down the street from RUSTIGIAN RUGS 

130THSALE Adler's • DESIGN CENTER 
wH AI OWAI! 

SINC! 1919 

l . 
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crafted lessons that allowed 
students to make connections 
on their own. We reflected after 
every lesson about what went well 
and what could have gone better. 

J\1ost importantly, we created a 
supportive relationship in which 
it was O K to try out different 
models and styles of teaching. 

I laving had the chance to 
mentor a student teacher, I have 
come to appreciate even more 
the craft that is teaching. As an 
evolving and growing teacher 

myself, I know that one of the 
most important parts of teaching 
is to be able to be self-refl ective 
and always open to improvement. 
I have greatly valued the fact that 
the teacher community at JCD S 
is fi lled with educators who 
reflect on their practice and push 
one another to be even better. 

Eliana Seltzer is the wife of 
Rabbi Joel Seltzer of Temple 
£1110 1111-EI in Providence. 

CANDLE LIGHTING TIMES 
For Greater Rhode Island 
April 17 7:09 
April 24 7:1 7 
May 1 7:24 
May 8 7:32 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK: 
"In the end the Red Sox won Kaddish was 

recited, the tulips are coming up. 
Spring is in the air. Let us rejoice." 

Josh Stein 
See Page 5 

IN THIS ISSUE: 
WHAT'S COOKING 

VOICE & ,HERALD SPECIAL SECTION 

See Pages 18-24 

COMING NEXT ISSUE: 
INTERVIEW WITH 

JONATHAN SARNA 
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LETTERS FROM CAMP JORI 

The evolution of Rhode Island's Jewish orphanage into a Jewish camp 
Judith Stollerman 
recalls her parents' 

stewardship 

Editor's Note: This is the first in a 
series of articles detailing the history 

of Camp J ORI, in advance of its 
centennial celebration on Sunday, 
May 31, at Temple Beth-El in 
Providence. 

Bv RICHARD AsINoF 
rasinoj@;fri.org IT'S BEEN MORE than 

60 years since Judith 
Stollerman recited the 
Camp JO RI cheer she 

remembered, but she recalled 
it with remarkable ease: 

We welcome you to JORI, 
We're mighty glad you're here 
We'll send the earth reverberating 
With a might cheer, rah rah 

We'll sing you in, 
we' II sing you out 
To you we'll give a mighty shout 
Hail, hail, the gang's all her 
A nd we welcome you to J-0-R-JI 

Stollerma n, who was born 
in 1934, li tera lly grew up with 
the orphanage and camp; her 
father was the superintendent 
of what was then known as the 
Jewish O rphanage of Rhode 
Island, and she and her sisters 
were part of the "family" of 
children who called JORI home. 
H er mother later served as the 
camp's director, after World W ar 
II, when her father went on to 
serve as superintendent of The 
Miriam Hospital. "My father 
raised the money- $750,000 
- for the hospital," she said. 

As Stollerman recalled, many 
of the children who came to 
live at the orphanage were from 
families whose parents, because 
of the Depression, couldn't 
properly take care of their chil-
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EVERY DAY AT CAMP JORI, the flag was raised and lowered. The girl on the right, with long hair, and 

with her back to the photographer, is Judith Stollerman, the daughter of the Jewish Orphanage of 
Rhode Island's superintendent in the 1930s and 1940s, Maurice Stollerman . 

dren . "There were some whole 
fam ilies there - a fam ily of four, 
a family a six, another family 
of fou r brothers," she sa id . 

The camping part of the 
orphanage evolved when Stoller
man's father, decided to create 
a place where the ch ild ren 
could escape the city du ring the 
summer. Two lakefront houses 
served as the initial camp. 

"The camp was a very special 
place for me - I speak from my 
own experience, because I had 
parents, and so it was a little 
different for me," she recalled . 

For Stollerman, patriotism 
was one of the most important 
values she came away with from 
her experiences. "Every morn
ing and night, we raised the flag. 
Every night was taps. During 
the war (World War II), we had 
a big victory garden," she said. 

"My favo rite food was corn on 
the cob. We had a very good 
cook, Mrs. Babe Fine, who 
worked at both the orphan
age and the summer camp." 

Athletics, Stollerman remem
bered, were an important part of 
the camping experience. "I loved 
to play softball . I was a very good 
pitcher," she said. "We used to 
walk to the beach, which was 
about a mile from the camp." 

One of the more lasting out
comes of the orphanage and the 
camp is the fact that Stollerman 
and her two sisters all became 
involved with the helping profes
sions. "I'm a psychoanalyst, my 
sister in Boston is a psychothera
pist, and my younger sister is a 
therapist in California. We all 
ended up doing the same thing." 

Education, she continued, 
was a big thing for her father; 

he made sure that the children 
living at the orphanage had 
art lessons, music lessons and 
H ebrew lessons. M any went 
on to pursue college degrees. 

"My father was a lawyer 
by training, he wasn't a social 
worker. H e wrote a book about 
child guidance, based on his 
experiences at the orphan-
age, which came out in 
1938," Stollerman recalled. 

Stollerman told a story about 
how her father became fast 
friends with Father Flanagan, 
the founder of Boys Town in 
Nebraska. "M y father was very 
taken with the movie, which 
starred Spencer Tracy, and he 
went out to Nebraska to meet 
with Father Flanagan. In turn, 
Father Flanagan was the keynote 
speaker when my father was 
honored here in Providence," 

she said. "The movie still gives 
me goose bumps when I see it." 

Stollerman recalled many of 
the individuals who lived at the 
orphanage, including a fa mily 
of four brothers. "Ben Weiss, an 
artist, went to the Rhode Island 
School of Design; his brother, 
Jake, went to Brown Univer
sity," she said. "Another resi
dent, Saul Barber, went to Yale, 
where he became a professor." 

After the wa r, Stollerman 
said, the focus of the camp 
became different. "It was no 
longer a place for childen who 
lived at the orphanage; it became 
a camp where unprivileged 
Jewish 2hildren·coukl go.'' 

Stollerman said she got in con
tact with Rob Stolzman, the new 
president of Camp JORI , because 
she had seen the photograph of 
the Rag ceremony that was being 
used to highlight the camp's 
centennial. Stollerman realized 
that a large part of the history 
of Camp JO RI and the orphan
age was missing, many of which 
were things that she carried in 
her head. "I have some 16 mm 
films that I'm having transferred 
to digital fo rmat," she said. 

Among her best memo-
ries were the large seders that 
were held at the orphanage, 
which included any nu mber of 
dignitaries in add ition to the 
residents and her fam ily, such 
as Walter Sundlun, the father 
of former Gov. Bruce Sundlun, 
and the former superintendent 
of the Providence schools. 

The camaraderie was what 
Stollerman remembered best. 
"W e were all friends, we were 
all family. Nobody was in 
trouble, there was no lying, 
no acting out, we all got along 
very well," she said. "One 
young girl," she recalled, "lived 
with us after the orphanage 
closed. So many of us have 
remained friends to this day." 

How TO CONTACT us 
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ITSEEMsToME 
FROM THE 

ExEcuTIVE EDITOR 

Photo/ Wh ite House 

PRESIDENT OBAMA reads from the 
Haggadah at the first seder led by a 

President in t he White House. 

Ethnicity and 
transparency 

R ICHARD A SINOF 

rasinofiPjf ri.org 

LAST PURIM, I penned a spiel 
in 1he Voice & Herald, as parody, 
that included an item that then

presidential candidate Barack Obama 
had converted to Judaism, citing his 
roots with the biblical General Barak. 

For months afterwards, we 
received phone calls and e-mails, 
asking us to verify whether this 
was true; the item had appar
ently gone viral on the Internet. 

It turns out, according to a well
researched story which appeared 
in 1he N ew York T imes M agaz ine, 
that the Jewish connection is on 
Michelle Obama's side: her uncle, 
Rabbi Capers Funnye, is the chief 
rabbi of the Beth Shalom B'nai 
Zaken Ethiopian Hebrew Congre
gation in Chicago, one of the larg
est black synagogues in America. 

Even more remarkable, perhaps, for 
the fi rst time in the 233-year his-
tory of the United States, President 
Barack Obama hosted a seder in 
the White House. Chag Sameach. 

That should be welcome news to 
many who, misled by spurious Inter
net claims that President Obama was 
an intolerant Muslim, questioned his 
religious beliefs. Alas, to this day, there 
are many who still refuse to believe the 
truth, and claim that President Obama 
is•a Muslim, captive to their own mis
taken dogma and political orthodoxy. 

Today, anyone can post a blog, what 
New York Times columnist Nicho-
las Kristof calls "The Daily M e," or 
respond with vituperative comments 
to newspaper articles online. Stan
dards of journalism or civil discourse, 
much like in talk radio, do not apply. 

Even Congress has gotten into the 
act: one member recently claimed -
absurdly - that there were "17 social
ists" in Congress, a throwback to the 
worst days of M cCarthyism. 

Just as worrisome, perhaps, is the 
manner in which private contractors 
can make decisions for government 
based on their own definitions of 
"ethnicity." 

For years, 1he Voice & Herald was 
one of many newspapers that pub-

See TRANSPARENCY, Page 33 

'Another explanation': The rabbis' two most important words \ 
Inoculating ourselves 

against disease of 
uniform thinking 

IN H IS M A RC H 19 column in 
1he N ew York T imes, Nicholas 
Kri stof writes: "There's pretty 
good evidence that we generally 

don't truly want good info rmation - but 
rather info rmation that confi rms ou r 
prejudices. W e may believe intellectually 

I 

in the clash of opin ions, 
bu t, in practice, we 
like to embed ourselves 
in the reassur-
ing womb of an 
echo chamber." 

The contex t of 
Kri stof's com
ment is a column 

to thrive on argument, disagree
ment, and controversy. You know the 
adage: rwo Jews, three opinions. 

Our Jewish tradition is rooted in the 
proposition that all of us are duty-bound 
to stand up fo r what we believe is right 
and just, even if this should lead us to 

argue with G od. W e fi nd in the very 
first book of our Torah the story of 
Abraham arguing with God over the 
fa te of the twin cities of Sodom and 
Gomorrah: "Shall not the Judge of all 
the earth dea l justly?" (Genesis 18.25) 

Similarly, nearly all of the 42 
chapters of the Book of Job concern 
one man's defi ant demand that 

"What can be more liberating 
for our closed minds than the 
rabbinic insistence that there 

the truth ; nevertheless, a decent 
respect for our human limitations 
coupled with some degree of intel
lectua l hu mility should remind us 
that "The T ruth" is always beyond our 
grasp. That is to say, there is always 
a davar ache,; another explanation. 

Tm: WISDOM OF TALMUD 

For a period of close to 10 years I had 
the great privilege and honor of study
ing Talmud with Rabbi Saul Leeman 
on an almost weekly basis. W hat I came 
to realize th rough our stud ies is that 
the rabbis whose vo ices are recorded in 
our Talmud were fa r more interested in 

the process of the discussion than in 
the fi nal outcome of the debate. 

Often, after weeks during which 
Rabbi Leeman and I wrestled 

Rabbi Jim 
Rosen6erg 

in which he rues 
the slow - or 
not so slow -
demise of tra

d it ional newspapers as more 
and more individuals seek to 

is always a davar acher, alw ays 
another explanation? 

with complex and abstruse Tal
mudic arguments, the text would 
bring us to a tantalizing and 
frustrat ing non-decision. 1he 
debate would be brought to a 
close with: "Rabbi Joshua says .. 
bu t the sages main ta in that .. . " 

have their deeply held opinions rein
forced by bloggers with whom they 
are in 100 percent agreement. 

Kristof argues that such polar iza
tion of opinion breeds the kind of 
self-sa tisfi ed intolerance that is destroy
ing our American poli ty; he goes on to 
quote Bill Bishop, the author of 1he Big 
Sort: Why the Clustering of Like-Minded 
America is Tearing Us Apart : "The nation 
g rows more poli tically segregated - and 
the benefit that ought to come with 
having a va riety of opinions is lost to 

the righteousness that is the special 
entitlement of homogeneous groups." 

We Jews come from a trad ition 
that ought to inoculate us - at least 
to some degree - from th is disease 
of un ifo rm thinking. To this very 
day, we are a people who appear 

Voice & Herald 
coverage 

makes me proud 

I HAVE VERY MUCH appreciated 
all of 1he Voice & H erald pieces on 

immigration. When Richard Shein and 
I first started talking about the issue 
last yea r in relation to Ana de Pina, 
the Hope H igh School valedictorian , 
who was having problems with the 
U.S. Immigration and Natura lization 
Service , I never dreamed that 1he Vo ice 
& H erald would take the whole issue up 
i.n such a compassionate and thorough 
manner. 

Your coverage makes me very proud 
to be a member of the Jewish commu
nity here in Rhode Island, a community 
whose compassion extends outside its 
borders. 

I've just signed the HIAS (H ebrew 
Immigrant Aid Society) petition; I 
would never have known about it and 
the work that HIAS is doing if it 

God treat him in a just manner. 
W hen we take even a cursory look at 

our post-biblical tradi tion, we find that, 
fo r our rabbis, controversy is the breath 
of life. Again and aga in , after staking 
ou t a position in Jewish lore , Aggadah, 
or Jewish law, Halachah, the rabbis 
quali fy their viewpoin t with the words 
"davar ache.r, ano ther explanation." 

To my way of thinking, these are 
the two mos t important words in the 
entire rabbinic lex icon: davar acher, 
another explanat ion, and then often 
another and yet another. These two 
simple words affi rm that, fo r ou r rabbis, 
of old t ruth is an ongoing process 
of di scovery rather than a destina-
tion that we can eventually reach. 

Yes, we aspire-to attain the truth, 
the whole truth , and nothing but 

Letter to the Editor 

Sometimes, after ard uous g ive and 
take by a nu mber of sages across the 

Blatt Gemorah, the page of Talmud , and 
across the generations as well, the argu
ment ends with a succinct and totally 
indec isive taku, which is Aramaic fo r "let 
it stand ." Or - more wist fully- TAKU, 
the acronym for "let Elijah the Tishbite 
come and resolve these conundrums." 

We have just completed our celebra
tion of Passover, which our rabbis call 
z'man cheyruteynu, the ti me of our 
liberation. What can be more liberat ing 
fo r our closed minds than the rabbinic 
insistence that there is always a davar 
acher, always another explanation? D avar 
acher, two words that usher into our 
winter minds the fresh breath of spring. 

R abbi f ames R osenberg can be reached 
at rabbiemerit us@templehabonim.org. 

Jewish refugees fleeing Nazi Germany on the SS St. Louis, which was turned away from 
Cuba and the United States in 1939. 

weren't fo r your article ("Families speak 
out about living in shadow of deporta
tion," 1he Voice & Herald, March 20). 

Thank you so much. 

Carole Marshall 
Pawtucket 
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FROM THE OLD OLIVETTI 

Opening day at Fenway: Reciting Kaddish, a win for the Red Sox 
Columnist observes 
the laws of Judaism 
yet wonders why 

ON THE DAY 
befo re Passover, 
I said Kaddish 
in memory of my 

father. This is not unusual, I 
say Kaddish in his memory 
every day, morni ng, afternoon 
and evening. It was t he set

Josh 
Stein 

ting that was 
peculiar. O n 
opening day I 
was at Fenway 
Park w ith my 
friend Sam, 
and I d id a 
hasty coun t. 
W e were two. 
There were 
at least three 

Jew ish ball playe rs on the 
fi eld, that was fi ve; we knew 
of two Jewish executives of 
the Red Sox we assumed 
were on site, seven. Th ree 
short. But then I looked at 
the th ro ng before me and 
surely, I told myself, of the 
37,000+ other people in the 
ball park, three of them must 
be Jewish . So, during the 
seventh inning stretch , afte r 
sing ing "G od Bless America," 
while everyone else warbled 

Claim that kosher 
dietary laws were 

grounded in health 
was a 19th-century 

invention 

THE MARKET for 
kosher foods dwarfs 
the population of 
consumers who keep 

the kosher 

Alan 
Krinsky 

dietary laws. 
A2008 
survey, 
conducted by 
the market
ing research 
firm Mintel 
Organization 
International 
and reported 
on a number 

of industry and other web 
sites, revealed that whereas 
only 14 percent of respondents 
purchase kosher food for 
religious reasons, 62 percent of 
respondents purchase kosher 
food for its quality and 51 per-

"Take Me Out to the Ball 
Game," I said Kadd ish. 

Saying Kaddish doesn't 
bring my father back to li fe , 
and certa in ly not to health , 
and I don't ac tually believe 
in the efficacy of prayer to 
beg in w ith , so I wonder why 
I arrange my daily schedule 
to accommodate the needs of 
someone who can not possibly 
know that I stand fo r h im and 
utter words in Aramaic I do 

pork rind chaser, but I can't 
rationally tell myself why. 
Passover, the story of our 
liberat ion, has just ended , but 
it's also the story of our bond
age to ancient law we neither 
created nor fo rmally consent 
to except in the observance. 
H egel in the 18th centu ry 
argued that what gives us 
freedom is acceptance of the 
burden of law; Hobbes, the 
17th century Engljsh philoso
pher, argued that without law 
we are no better than the sav-

This is my constant quan
dary, why observe the laws of 
Juda ism. A n associated one 
was added befo re Passover 
when I saw the play "Grace" 
ar the Gamm Theatre. Grace 
is the eponymous central 
character, a professor of 
natural science. She refu ses ro 
ca ll herself an atheist because 
that defines what she is nor, a 
not believer in G od. Instead 
she defines her attitude as 
"natura li sm." She mocks Wil-
liam Paley's creationism and 

fawn s over D arwin. 

not understand - even when 
I read them in the arcane 
English translat ion 
generally supplied? Is 
it ancestor worship, 
as a rabbi/scholar I 

"There are Jew s w ho never 
The universe has 
no purpose. Things 
just happen. Then 
her son announces 
that he is becoming 

know maintains? Is 
it a hope that ifl say 
Kaddish my child ren 
w ill say the praye r fo r 

consciously observe any Jewish 
ritual law, and yet they are Jews." 

me in my t ime? - and if they 
do, how does that benefit me, 
exac tly? I'l l be pret ty much 
dead under the circumstances. 

l s it fo r the same reason I 
keep a kosher diet , so as not 
to break the link in the chain 
un likely ever to be mended , 
a chain that I suppose goes 
back to Phari saic days? 

In point of fac t, I could 
not deliberately skip the 
d aily ri tual fo r my father any 
more than I could ear a ham 
and cheese sandwich with a 

ages whose lives are soli tary, 
poor, nas ty, bru ti sh and short . 

So, do I obey the law to 
avoid the chaos of freedom, 
or does the law give me 
freedom while it bi nds me 
to action, the purpose of 
which eludes? The law we 
obey, is it that wh ich makes 
us Jews? That 's a simple one . 

o. There are Jews who 
never consciously observe 
any Jewish ritua l law, and yet 
they are Jews. (W e ca ll many 
of these people "Israelis.") 

Nor ALONE 

an Anglican priest. 
The sparks fly. 

he attacks: You with your 
moderate relig ion are giv ing 
cover to scriptura l litera li sts 
who turn the irrat ionali ty 
of religion into the violence 
of bomb-th rowing fa nat-
ics. But is it true? That's the 
question, never fu lly resolved 
in the play. D o rhe moder
ate practi ces of relig ion, 
the observing Passover, fo r 
instance or Lent or Ramadan , 
provide cover fo r the fa natics 
who wou Id destroy all that is 
not of their revealed belief? 

The history of the science of kosher food 
cent fo r general healthfulness. 

But why do so many 
people believe kosher 
food to be so healthy? 

Many people, Jews and non
Jews, believe that the prohibi
tion of eating pork is rooted 
in the knowledge, experience, 
or folk wisdom that 
people can fall ill from 
eating it, especially 

were held in high esteem. 
At the same time, the Jews 

in places like Germany were 
navigating in the modern 
world , and trying to under
stand what it meant to be 
Jewish in a world of rational
ity and science, where reli-

"We only have to look 

"the dietary laws entered 
into the discussion of how 
to bring Judaism into line 
with the modern world." 

Many Jews found them
selves having to argue either 
for changing the dietary laws 
or justifying them . Both sides 

from trichinosis. Beliefs 
such as this one have 
helped create the large 
and growing market 
for kosher foods. 

In truth, the 
very claim that the 
kosher dietary laws 
are grounded in sci- -

at the many hundreds of 
unambiguously unhealthy 

kosher-certified products to 
know that kosher and healthy 
are not always synonymous." 

in the debate appealed 
to medical science and 
rationality to defend 
their positions . 

In defense of the 
dietary laws, propo
nents pointed to the 
relatively long lifespans 
and the supposed lack , 
of epidemic diseases 
among Jews, as well as 

ence and health was 
a 19th-century invention. 

As the historian Thomas 
Schlich details in his essay 
"The Word of God and the 
Word of Science: Nutrition 
Science and the Jewish Dietary 
Laws in Germany, 1820-1920," 
the 19th century was a time 
when nutrition science under
went critical developments, 
and science and rationality 

gious laws, such as the kosher 
dietary laws might seem 
outmoded and could segre
gate Jews from the general 
population. Many Jews gave 
up the dietary laws and many 
gave up Judaism altogether. 

As Schlich writes in his 
essay (published in the 1_995 
book, 1he Science and Culture 
of Nutrition, 1840-1940)\ 

the unhygienk nature 
of eating por)c or blood. 

Such arguments were picked 
up and echoed by American 
writers, helping to estab
lish the widely held convic
tions that health, hygiene, 
and science lay at the core 
of the Jewish dietary laws. 

This history helps explain, 
in part, why kosher-certified 
foods appeal to so many 
people - many more than 

If benign religion morphs 
into cultu ral oppress ion or 
murder, is the irrationality 
of relig ion compensated fo r 
by its social values? H amas, 
afte r all , runs hosp itals. 

Rel igion pretends to be 
rational when it bothers to. 
M aimonides and A quinas 
believed in Ar istotle 's rat io
nality, but even that depends 
on the irrational belief in an 
unmoved mover, a contra
d iction in terms. I'd like to 
abandon formal religion, but 
then I'd have no opportu
ni ty to say Kaddish for my 
fa ther in -,that lyrical lit tle 
bandbox of a ballpark off of 
Yawkey W ay, a whimsy that 
would have brought a smi le 
to his baseball-loving heart. 

In the end , the Red Sox 
won the open ing game, Kad
dish was recited, the tulips 
are coming up; the trees are 
showing their leaves. Spr ing 
is in the air. Let us rejoice. 

Joshua Stein is a professor 
of history at R oger W illiams 
University. H e can be 
reached at jstein@rw u.edu . 

keep kosher out of religious 
commitment. Indeed, while 
even Jews who keep kosher 
for religious reasons will refer 
to the scientific arguments 
as additional support, the 
tradition has long rooted the 
dietary laws not in science but 
in obligation, not in physical 
health but in spiritual health. 

Given the millennia of 
Jewish history, the scientifi c 
justifications for kosher food 
are a relatively recent develop
ment. And, though these jus
tifications seem like common 
sense to us today, we only have 
to look at the many hundreds 
of unambiguously unhealthy 
kosher-certified products to 
know that kosher and healthy 
are not always synonymous. 

Alan Krinsky, a columnist far 
The Voice & Herald, wrote 
a doctoral dissertat ion on the 
history of nutrition and diet; 
he has a degree in public health 
and works in healthcare quality 
improvement. He can be con
tacted at adkrinsky@netzero.net. 
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Jewish day schools in Rhode Island: A vision for the future 
Recommendations to 
strengthen day school 

education 

B Y EZRA L. STIEGLITZ 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

AS REPORTED in 
the Feb. 20 issue of 
The Voice & Herald, 
the board of trustees 

of the Jewish Community Day 
School 0 CDS) voted to close the 
middle school at the end of the 
current school year due, in part, 
to the heavy fi nancial bu rden the 
middle school was placing on 
JCD S. I am sure that the decision 
to close the middle school was 
"heart-wrenching and difficult." 

In this same article, Stephen 
Silberfa rb, CEO and Executive 
Vice President ofJFRI, said that 
Jewish education remains a top 
communal priority. "We need to 
get word out about the unique 
value of a Jewish day school 
education." 

Silberfarb also said: "We who 
are pained with this decision 
have to turn our anguish into 
action by stepping up to make 
Jewish education in Rhode Island 
sustainable." 

In support, I am presenting 
three recommendations that I 
feel will strengthen Jewish day 
school education in the future. 

The community is certainly 
fortunate to have two day schools 
available to parents who wish to 
have their children experience 
a full-day Judaic and secular 
educational program . The schools 
are, of course, the Providence 
H ebrew D ay School and the 
Jewish Community D ay School 
of Rhode Island. These schools 
currently cater to the needs of 
more than 250 children. 

In the past, JFRI, through 
the Bureau ofJewish Educa
tion of Rhode Island (BJE), has 
provided grants-in-aid fund-
ing to both schools. One of the 
recommendations presented 
below concerns a reformulation 
of grants-in-aid allocations. The 
other two pertain to the creation 
of a community-wide, needs
based scholarship program and 
the development of a plan for 
marketing day schools. 

1. TO ENSURE the viability 
of both day schools, the formula 
used to allocate grants-in-aid 
funds for the Providence Hebrew 
Day School and the Jewish 
Community Day School should 
be revised to reflect the funding 
level common in other fed
erations and indexed to keep up 
with inflation. 

Each year the 
JFR1 allocates 
funds to the 
Providence 
Hebrew Day 
School and the 
Jewish Commu
nity Day School. 
This standard 
allocation to 
the schools is 
referred to as 
"grants-in-aid." 

Photo courte~y of PHD S 

in all likeli
hood, increase. 
As a result, it is 
incumbent on 
the community 
to share in the 
responsibility of 
helping the most 
needy families 
provide their 
children with a 
quality Jewish 
education. 

These grants 
follow a formula 
based on both 
enrollment and the 
amount of scholar
ships. However, the 
amount of support 

Members of the Providence Hebrew Day School band play 
at the PJ Library celebration at Barnes & Noble in Warwick 

in December 2008. 

3. T H E 
COMMUNITY 
should fund a 
proactive mar
keting program 
to encourage 
families to enroll 
their children 
in Jewish day 
schools. specified in the for-

mula is higher than 
the amount of funds allocated fo r 
this purpose. 

For example, the allocation to 
the day schools for the 2006-
2007 by the JFRI was $163,128, 
though according to the formula, 
the allocation should have been 
$326,219. The funds actually 
allocated represent only 50 per
cent of the amount determined 
by the formula . This level of 
fu nd ing has been relatively Aat 
for over a decade. 

2. J FRI SHOULD establish 
a community-wide, needs
based scholarship program chat 
could be used by families with 
great fi nancial needs who have 
children attend ing Jewish day 
schools. This scholarship pro
gram would supplement scholar
ship awards already provided by 

these institutions. 
A 1999 United Jewish Com

munities/Jewish Education 
Service of North America report 
states: "No Jewish family that 
desires to send its child(ren) to 
a Jewish day school should be 
prevented fro m doing so due to 
financial reasons." 

Providing financial assistance 
to needy families places a great 
burden on the budgets of these 
institutions. For example, in 
the only question relating to this 
in the 2002 Jewish Commu
nity Survey, 16.5 percent of the 
respondents with chi ldren would 
not send their child ren to day 
schools due to the cost of tuition. 

W ith the economy on the 
decline and an unemployment 
rate that is one of the highest 
in the nation, the number of 
applications for fi nancial aid will, 

The greatest 
concern is attracting che attention 
of families so chat they would 
consider day school education as 
a viable option for their chil
d ren. There is a need to establish 
community collaborations fo r 
marketing day school education. 
Such a promotional campaign 
would foster a strong awareness 
of the value of day school educa
tion to our commun ity. Fam ilies 
should see our schools as oppor
tunities to give their children the 
highest-quality Jewish, secular 
and moral education available. 

I am a realist. The economy is 
in dreadful shape and budgets are 
eight so I don't expect that funds 
will be forthcoming in the near 
future to provide the finances 
necessary co support all of the 
recommendations listed above. 
H owever, the fact that we are 

experiencing difficult economic 
times is even more reason to 
develop a vision plan - one that is 
insightful, inventive and progres
sive. 

Perhaps one idea that could be 
considered by the JFRI Board of 
Directors is to change its formula 
for distributing annual campaign 
funds. Currently, 50 percent of 
funds collected remain in the 
community and 50 percent are 
distributed to organizations in 
Israel and other countries. 

M ore and more communi-
ties have veered away from this 
trad itional 50-50 split to a more 
realistic split, e.g., 60-40 split, 
whereby a majority of fu nds 
remain in the community. The 
add itional revenue created by 
modifying the distribution of 
campaign fu nds could be used in 
part to support some of the rec
ommendations presented above. 

G iven that the community 
recognizes the vital role that day 
schools play in creating a new 
generation of engaged and literate 
Jews who can give our com
munity a sustainable future, it is 
essential that the leaders of our 
community consider new ways 
of supporting both schools based 
on a plan for the future that has 
been carefully researched and 
well thought-out. Consideration 
of the recommendations sug
gested above would certainly be a 
step in the right direction. 

Ezra Stieglitz chaired the Day 
School Liaison Committee of the 
Bureau of Jewish Education from 
2005-2007, where these ideas were 
first developed. He currently serves 
as a member of The Voice & Herald 

New partnership promotes Jewish education 
Editor's Note: A new partner

ship promoting Jewish education 
has been farmed by the Jewish 
Community Day School if Rhode 
Island, Providence Hebrew Day 
School, the Jewish Community 
Center's Early Childhood Center, 
and Pf Library. The·goal is to 
spread the word about Jewish 
educational programs, Jewish day 
schools, and Jewish supplementary 
schools in our community 

THE NEW partnership is 
actively engaging in out

reach to share the results of a 
study conducted by the Cohen 
Center for Modern Jewish 
Studies at Brandeis University, 
which recently surveyed 3,312 
current Jewish undergradu
ates of varying educational and 
denominational backgrounds 

to examine the effects a Jewish 
day school education has on 
the college years. The follow
ing are some of the survey's key 
findings: 

• Acceptance to first-choice 
college: The majority ( 6 7 
percent) of all Jewish college 
students surveyed are attend
ing their first-choice col
lege. Students who attended . 
Jewish high schools are gain
ing acceptance to their first 
choice at the same rate as 
alumni of public and private 
high schools. 

• Academic excellence: Col
lege GPAs of former Jewish 
day school students mirror 
those of students who 
attended public or private 
sch~ls. 

• Just saying no: Former 
Jewish day school students 
are more resistant to social 
pressures that lead to binge 
drinking and other risky 
behaviors than their public 
and private school peers. 

• Bursting the social bubble: 
Jewish high school alumni 
develop diverse social 
networks that extend well 
beyond their day school 
connections. Only a small 
minorify (11 percent) 
indicated that most of their 
friends continue to be those 
they met in high school. 

• Socially responsible: Stu .. 
dents who attended Jewish 
day school for at least six 
years are more likely to 
become involved in socially 
responsible activities, such as 

community volunteerism and 
advocacy, than their public 
and private school peers. 

• Assuming le:idership: More 
than one-third (36 percent) 
of former Jewish day school 
students assume leadership 
positions in college, similar 
to proportions of private and 
public school alumni ( 40 per
cent and 39 percent, respec
tively). 

• Broad career possibilities: 
Former Jewish day school 
students select major fields of 
study across a broad spec
trum, and they intend to 
pursue graduate programs in 
proportions that are virtually 
indistinguishable from that 
of students who attended 
public or private schools. 
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COMMUNITY RELATIONS COUNCIL 

JCPA plenum reverberates with advocacy at local level 
l nteifaith coalition 

to meet with 
community leaders 

onMay6 

B Y MARTY COOPER 

mcooper@jfri.org 

IT HAS NOW BEEN a 
little more than a month 
since I, along with two 
other delegates from the 

Jewish Federation of Rhode 
Island 's Community Rela
tions Council (CRC) attended 
the national Jewish Council 
for Public Affairs OCPA) 
plenum in Washington D.C. 
Even now, I keep thinking 
about how relevant and timely 
the social action and Israel 
advocacy issues discussed are to 
CRC's day-to-day activities. 

This session, like others in the 
past, kept us fully programmed, 
with little time for rest or relax
ation. Issues of poverty, Darfur, 
relations with the local Islamic 
community, Israel and perhaps 
more apropos for today, our econ
omy, were discussed and debated. 

This session, unlike others in 
the past, featured Maxine Rich
man, who spoke of the formation 
of the Rhode Island Interfaith 
Coalition, whose mission is to 
fight poverty Mth faith. Explain
ing how the Rhode Island 
interfaith community is working 
to reduce poverty in the state, 

Richman detailed to more than 
25 workshop attendees about 
the CRC's role in establishing 
the coalition. The coalition, with 
more than 50 organizational 
members from virtually every 
faith group, also includes social 
action advocacy partners. 

Richman spoke of the State
house vigil on Jan. 6, urging our 
elected offi cials to create a budget 
and pass bills based on wisdom 
and compassion for those in need. 

The coalition's goal - to reduce 
poverty by 50 percent in 10 years 
in Rhode Island - will require 
dedication, commitment and 
patience. Throughout her presen
tation, Richman cited examples 
of "best practices" that the 
coalition used to be successful. 

On May 6, the coalition will 
host a poverty conference that 
will include clergy, university 
presidents, business leaders and 
government officials. The confer
ence, which will be held at the 
Roger Williams Park Casino in 
Providence, will address hunger, 
healthcare, unemployment, 
and homelessness in the state. 

AT nm PLENuM 
The plenum included speak

ers and presenters of national 
and internatjonal stature. This 
included U. S. Attorney General 
Eric H . Holder, Jr. Also speaking 
were Robert Greenstein from the 
Center of Budget and Policy Pri
orities, Wade H enderson of the 
Leadership Conference on Civil 

JCPA 
U.S. ATTORN EY GENERAL 

addresses the JCPA plenum. 

Rights, and H arvard Law School 
Professor Laurence H. Tribe. 

Tribe described a "who's who 
list" of influential people who 
were his former students, includ
ing President Barack Obama. 
Tribe gave an inspiring talk about 
our Constitution, and on how 
we can - and should - work to 
restore our freedoms that, during 
the last decade, have eroded, 
whi.Jc, at the same time, balanc
ing our national security. 

Because we were meeting in 

MAXINE RICHMAN details the work of the R.I. Interfaith Coalitio n 
in a presentation entitled, 'There Sha ll Be No Needy.' 

the nation's capital, the JFRI 
contingent - which included 
Richman, David Leach (chair 
of the C RC) and me - visited 
with members of the Rhode 
Island delegation, including Sen 
Whitehouse, Rep. James Lan
gevin and Rep. Patrick Kennedy. 
(Sen. Reed was unavailable to 
meet with us due to a vo te o n a 
key issue.) 

Whitehouse, enthusiastic about 
his fi rst trip to Israel, showed us 
pictures from the trip (he would 
later share those photographs as 

part of his M arch 27 presenta
tion at the Jewish Community 
Center of Rhode Island, where 
he talked about his recent trip to 
the Middle East, to more than 
130 people). 

All the congressional leaders 
expressed support for Israel and 
a genuine concern for Rhode 
Island 's unemployment, hous
ing foreclosures and health care 
issues. 

Next year's plenary session will 
be in D allas, Texas. 

1he Best of Jewish Rhode Island 
IT'S ALL UP TO YOU! 
Vote Your Conscience 

Vote Your Heart 
Vote Your Smarts 
Vote With Ruach 

7he_JEwisH VOICE & HFJwn 
See page 20 to fill out your ballot or go to www.JVHRl.org 
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Moving ahead in unity 
We must face 

uncertainty and 
move ahead 

for are under threat by the 
current economic crisis. We, 
too, must face our uncertainty 
and move ahead together. 

The community's leaders are 
responsible fo r choosing 
the direction we take in 

These volunteers, who have 
continued to serve us through 
some of the most challenging 
times we have ever seen, will 
for the first time have the 

midrash, the group was divided 
about the best course of action 
to take. But Moses persuaded 
them to come together and agree 
to proceed into the sea. Their 

who understand that we can 
accomplish so much more when 
we work in harmony toward 
our shared goals. While the 
waters of our metaphorical THIS PAST W EEK 

we celebrated 
Passover, the festival 
of our freedom. 

But Passover is about more 
than the Exodus from Egypt; 
it is the fi rs t chapter in the 
story of how a large group of 
oppressed people eventually 
became a great nation. 

the belief that the choices 
we make now will lead 
to the strongest possible 
Federation and Jewish 
community in yea rs to 
come. As I have shared 
with you before, the key to 
our current decision-mak

"We must have the courage 
to move ahead in unity 

'into the midst of the sea,' 
knowing that we will 

ultimately reach dry land." 

unity, however, had to be 
strong, for the midrash 
tells us that it was not 
until the water reached the 
leaders' nostrils that God 
caused the waters to part. 

Like the Israelites, we 
must come together as one 
community and jour-
ney toward our common 

Red Sea may not show signs of 
parting just yet, we must have 
the courage to move ahead in 
un ity "into the midst of the 
sea," knowing that we will 
ultimately reach dry land. 

Each month, Doris Feinberg, the 
president of the Jewish Federation 
of Rhode Island, uses this space 

Doris 
Feinberg 

This could 
not happen, 
however, until 
the; J.g;i,elites 
underwent 
many tests and 
travails. L ike 
us, the Israelites 
were uncertain 
about thei r 
future. But they, 
like we, ulti

ing is the determination to 
consolidate our organizational 
structure so that it operates 
as efficiently as possible while 
preserving and strengthening 
our most compelling services 
and programs. The dedicated 
leadership of our professional 
and volunteer leaders will be 
more important to us than ever. 

opportunity to be acknowledged 
in a forum at which the entire 
community is represented. This 
all-community meeting will be 
about what we can accompli sh 
as a whole, what each person 
and agency can contribute, 
and how we can come together 
and move ahead as one. 

mately had to determine that 
there was no going back: They 
had to face their fear and go 
forward as one people. 

To recognize that dedica
tion, J FRI 's annual meeting 
will take on a new format this 
year. In addition to elements of 
a trad itional meeting, we will 
also have an Evening of Com
munity Awards and Recogni
tion on M ay 11, at which we 
will recognize the leaders from 
all our communal agencies. 

In our tradition, the seventh 
morning of Passover is when 
we read Exodus 14:10, the 
account of the crossing of the 
Red Sea. When the Israeli tes 
arrived at the shore they were 
terrified, trapped as they were 
by the Egyptians pursuing 
them in the rear and the deep 
sea ahead. According to the 

Though we are not threat
ened by slavery, our com
munity and what it stands 

SAVE THE DATE! 
Tuesday, May 12th 7:00 pm 
Temple Am David, Warwick 

Harry Elkin MIDRASHA Community High School Graduation 8{ 

Community Teen Awards and Recognition 

Honoring the MIDRASHA Class of 5769 

Jennifer Dinerman 
Rebecca Dinerman 
James Garber 
Nathan Jablow 
Alannah Johnson 

Cara Kaplan 
Rachel Kerzer 
Sarah Redlich 

~~MIDrBSHa 

Hannah Rome 

Ethan Selinger 
Alexandra Smith 
Brian Veltri 
Jessica Waterman 

il 11171 n . ,ommunlty ti h igh scnoal 

Recognizing our community's teens 

Israel Travelers 

Resnik Award Winners 
Perelman Family Madrichim Program Participants 

Jewish Civics Initiative Participants 

II~ Bureau of Jewish Education of Rhode Island 
• A partner agency of the Jewish Federation of 

a::s,111 P~ode Island 

For more information, contact 
Jamie Richman at jrichman@bjeri.org or 

401 331-0956 x181 

tomorrow. This yea r's 
annual meeting is a paradigm 
of what we must become for a 
strong future: A unified people 

to inform you about what is 
happening with the Federation, 
the programs it supports, and the 
community. 

Esta Yavner wins Lea Eliash 
Memorial Teacher Award 

PROVIDENCE -
E sta Yavner, long-time 
teacher and Judaic 
Studies Coordinator at 
the JCC Early Learn
ing Center (ELC), 

~~ 

- ~ 

about Jewish li fe . 
The Eliash award 

recognizes teach-
ers in communi-

has been awa rded 
the 2009 Lea ELiash 
Memorial Teacher 
Award, the Rhode 
Island affi liate ofThe 
Grinspoon-Steinhardt 
Awards for Excellence 
in Jewish Education. 

-- ~ 

ties across North 
America who have 
made a commitment 
to the field of Jewish 
education. Named 
in Rhode Island 

ESTA YAVNER, 

for veteran t~acher 
Lea Eliash z"/, who 
served our commu
nity for more than 
50 years, the award 
was established 

Judaic St udies 

Parents, child ren, 
colleagues and friends 
all characterize Yavner 

Coordinator at the 
JCC Early Learning 

Center. 
by the Bureau of 

as an inspiration. 
She fulfi lls her job with com
mitment, dignity and joy, and 
is completely committed to 
inspiring both students and staff 

Jewish Education of 
Rhode Island to honor outstand
ing classroom-based teachers 
in forma l Jewish educational 
settings. 

PJ Library Calendar 
Saturday Saturday 
April18 
Tot Shabbat 

WHERE: Temple Am David, 40 
Gardiner St, Warwick 

10:30-11:30 a.m. 

Thursday 
~ril23 
/ WHERE: Epoch Senior Health 

Care on Blackstone Blvd., · 
Butler Hospital Campus, 
353 Blackston1 Blvd., 
Providence 

WHEN: 3:30-4:30 p.m. 

April25 
Shabbat Story Time 

WHERE: Congregation Beth 
Sholom, 275 Camp St, 
Providence 

WHEN: 10:30-11 :30 a.m. 
For PJ Library's Jewish 

bedtime stories and songs for 
families, all events are .free of 
charge and open to the commu
nity. ChiJdrm are eru:ouraged 
to wear their j>{ljamllS to all Pf 
Library events. 

For more ieformation, 
con/ad Nicole Katzman, Pf 
Library director, at 331-0956, 
ext. 180, or n/raJzman@bjeri. 
org. 

i,.,~ ll1 L;b,.. ao 

.. --. -· - - --=-
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We were wetter for the better 
Reflections on 

NOLA, the young 
leadership conference 

BY JENNIFER AND MICHAEL 

0 ELBAUM 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald W EN WE think 
f New Orleans, 
e thjnk of the 
rench Qµarter, 

the bayou, Bourbon Street, jazz 
and, of course, the beignets. 
After attending the recent UJC 
Young Leadership conference, 
TikkuNOLAm, we now trunk 
of the Ninth W ard, 17th St. 
canal, the Brad Pitt Project and, 
of course, St. Bernard Parrish . 

Last month, we were privi
leged to be a part of this amaz
ing event. We arrived in New 
Orleans a few days early, and 
spent some time sightseeing 
and enjoying the change of 
scenery. On Sunday afternoon, 
the conference began. At the 
opening plenary, we heard 
from local Rabbi Uri Topo
losky, Jewish residents of New 
Orleans, and the president of 
Tulane University, Scott Cowen. 
The stories they told were really 
quite amazing. Tulane has done 

a lot to bring the city 
back from the floods. 

After the session, 
we boarded buses and 
began a tour of the city. 
It started with two local 
Jewish men telling us 
their story. Another 
person, part of the Jewish 
Service Corps, got on 
the bus and gave us more 
of the tou r. We toured a 
bayou and saw the Brad 
Pitt Project. We saw all 
the now-empty foun
dations where houses 
once stood, pre-Katrina. 
Everyone's story is dif
fe rent, but everyone 
went through their own 
personal tragedy. And, 
everyone seems to have a 
grudge against FEMA. 
This tour was an incred
ible experience. What 
we've seen on the news 
is just so different from 
seeing it in person. 

Day Two started off 
having our favorite break-
fast - bagels and lox, not 
beignets. Since the rainy weather 
was not cooperating with us, 
the decision was made to go to 
Mardi Gras World , where the 
Mardi G ras floats are built and 

Israeli attorney Jonathan Livny to speak 
on Arabs and religious Jews 

ON T UESDAY, April one in a series of presenta-
21, the Cardozo Society tions offered by the Cardozo 
of the Jewish Federation Society ofJFRI, a group for 

of Rhode Island will welcome Jewish attorneys, judges and law 
Israeli attorney Jonathan Livny. students in Rhode Island. The 
H e will give a presentation society, chaired in Rhode Island 
entitled: "Arabs and religious by Linn Freedman, is named 
Jews: Can Israel be democratic?" fo r fo rmer U.S. Supreme Court 

Livny, a prominent attorney Justice Benjamin Cardozo, and 
practicing in Jerusalem, was the is designed to strengthen rela-
presiding judge of ~------- tionships among those 
the Military C ourt in in the legal profession 
Judea and Samaria, through education 
holding the rank of and leadersrup, wrule 
Lieutenant Colonel. working to enhance the 

Previously, he quality of Jewish life 
held the position of in Rhode Island and 
Attorney General of throughout the world. 
the West Bank. Livny Cardozo Society 
served in the Six-Day programming inte-
War, the Yorn Kippur Jonathan Livny grates legal and Jewish 
War and the war in concerns to demonstrate 
Lebanon. the uruque contributions the 

He also served as chief 
military prosecutor for Israel's 
Judge Advocate's Office, which 
involved the prosecution of 
criminal cases and drafting of 
laws for the West Bank. 

Livny has represented Israel in 
various international conferences 
and received wide recognition 
as one oflsrael's more force-
ful spokesmen on television 
and radio. He has also served 
as assistant to the minister of 
tourism and legal adviser in the 
Knesset. 

Livny's p-resentation is just 

legal profession can make to 
improve the Jewish commuruty 
at large. 

1he Cardozo Society program 
with Jonathan Livny will take 
place on Tuesday, April 21, from 
noon to 1:30 pm at the offtces if 
Adler Pollock & Sheehan PC, with 
a cost of 110. Lunch will be pro
vided and dietary laws observed. 

For more information or to 
RSVP far the presentation, contact 
Jackie Salett, Development Officer 
atJFRl:421-411, ext.172, or 
jsalett@j.fri.org. 

Despite the rain, we continued 
our work. After lunch, we 
helped build picnic tables. 

What an experience. W e were 
the largest group of volunteers 
to come to the youth center site, 
and have since heard that what 
we accomplished in just one day 
would have taken about fou r 
months at the usual pace. That 
is quite the achievement. Just a 
few of the tasks completed by 
the group were fixj ng fences, 
painting murals, building, paint
ing, and securing trash recep
tacles, building picnic tables and 
benches and planting flowers. 

Michael and Jennifer Oelbaum in New Orleans 

At times, things were a little 
chaotic, and while we djdn't feel 
like we were doing enough, in 
the end, to see what the- entire 
group accomplished, and being 
pa rt of trus team, was some
thing to be proud of. Everyone 
just seems so grateful that we 
took a day out of our lives to 
come and help them. What a 
good feeling, and how proud 
we were to be a part of this. 

stored . That was pretty amazing. 
We then headed off to help 

rebuild the Archbishop H annan 
Youth Center that had been 
damaged during the fl ooding 
fo llowing Hurricane Katrina. 

The site had been a high school, 
but is now being turned into 
a youth center. Our group 
started with the task of dig
ging holes for some raccoon
proof garbage can shelters. 

To read more about our trip, 
and view media coverage of the 
confirence, visit our blog at http:// 
jenandmikeonthego.blogspot.com 

Where can Jewish teens continue their connection to the 
Jewish community and take adva ntage of a wide variety 
of innovat ive and engaging learni ng, service and social 
opportunities? 

The Harry El kin MIDRASHA 

Community High School 

of the Bureau of Jewish Education of Rhode Island 

If you 're a Jewish teen enrolling in 8th -12th grade next 
year, or the parent of a teen, please join us to learn more 
about the exciting opportunities at Ml ORAS HA. 

Sunday, May 3rd at 9:00 am 
Temple Emanu-EI, Providence 

Community 

;,f•"p 

=-MIDrBSHa 
ill'JllfJ*::/m:"'" 

Repairing the World 

pfto 1tp,:p 

Text Study 

i)_1!.J'l ,1Np 

For more information, contact 

Jamie Richman, Community Education Coord inator 

at jrichman@bjeri.org_or 401331-0956 x181 
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From Page 1 

Robert Whitcomb, Edward 
Achorr., Froma Harrop, and 
David Brussat. 

The visit, which had been 
coordinated by IsraeL General 
Consul for New England, Nadav 
Tamir, was an opportunity for 
Dr. Shtauber to expound, as he 
explained in an interview with 
The Voice & Herald at breakfast 
prior to the session, on "the threat 
that Iran represents to the world." 

Shtauber, who retired as a 
brigadier general in the Israel 
Defense Forces after a 25-year 
career, had served as the head of 
the IDF Strategic Planning Divi
sion. He also served as a foreign 
poLcy advisor to Prime Minister 
Ehud Barak. Shtauber had been 

N EWS ANALYSIS 

a member of both the IsraeL 
delegations in peace talks with 
Syria and with the Palestinians at 
Camp David. 

Shtauber, who also completed 
the advanced management 
program at the Harvard Business 
School and holds a Ph.D. from 
the Fletcher School of Law and 
Diplomacy, is a frequent visitor to 
the United States. 

The full-court press by Israel 
on Iran was clearly evident in 
the interview that Netanyahu 
gave the day he was sworn in 
to The Atlantic Monthly cor
respondent Jeffrey Goldberg: 
"The Obama presidency has two 

I RAN: Rhetoric escalates on dangers of nuclear threat 
great missions: fixing 
the e'conomy, and 
preventing Iran from 
gaining nuclear weap
ons," Netanyahu said. 
According to Gold
berg, Netanyahu said 
the Iranian nuclear 
challenge represents a 
"hinge of history" and 
added that "West-
ern civilization" will 
have fa iled if Iran is 
allowed to develop 
nuclear weapons. 

99! --~ .... 
. ---· 
~~, 

-""~ ...... ..,,,, 't-' --.....i 
I 
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U.S. CHAIRM AN OF the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Admiral Mike Mullen favors diplomacy 

but says there's not a lot of time. 

tions on his recent trip to 
the Middle East. At the 
gathering, former Gov. 
Bruce Sundlun, himself a 
former aviator from World 
War II , asked Sen. White
house about the feasibility 
oflsrael launching an air 
attack against Iran to destroy 
its nuclear weapons capa
bility, similar to the strike 
launched against Iraq in 
1981. 

Whitehouse carefully 
answered the question, 
saying that the situation 
was much different than 
in 1981. First, the nuclear 
facilities in Iran had been 

In addition, Gold
berg reported that 
Netanyahu said of the 
Iranian leadership, 
"You don't want a Mullen said that, for the time hardened against attack. 
messianic apocalyptic cult con- being, his counsel was diplomacy, Second, any IsraeL -air attack 
trolling atomic bombs. When the noting that even in the darkest would have to traverse Iraqi 
wide-eyed believer gets hold of days of the Cold War the United airspace, now controlled by the 
the reins of power and the weap- States talked with the Soviets. United States, raising issues of 
ons of mass death , -------------------- American involvement in 
then the entire world "Th . I d h. . I I such an attack. 
should start worry- ere IS ea ers Ip In srae The incident was related 

ing, and that is what is that is not going to tolerate to Shtauber, and tl\en 
happening in Iran." I I ,, he was asked about the 

And, as reported by a nuc ear ran. feasibility of such an arrack 
The Wall Street j ournal, ------------- against Iran's nuclear 
in its recent meeting Admiral M ike Mullen facilities . He answered: 
with U.S. Admiral "Before undertaking 
Mike Mullen, chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
Mullen said that "there is leader
ship in Israel that is not going to 
tolerate a nuclear Iran." When 
asked whether Israel was capable 
of inflicting meaningful damage 
to Iran's nuclear installations, 
Mullen said simply, "Yes." 

But, Mullen added, "we don't 
have a lot of time." 

A TTACK ON [ RAN? 

A few days earLer, Sen. Shel
don Whitehouse had addressed 
more than 130 people at the 
Jewish Community Center of 
Rhode Island, offering observa-

such measures, all diplo
matic options would need to be 
exhausted," he said. 

According ro Shtauber, the 
kinds of economic sanctions that 
would cause to lran to reconsider 
its position have not yet been 
appLed "up to this point." Fur
ther, it would take some time for 

such sanctions to take effect. 
From a strategic viewpoint, he 

said Israel would not undertake 
such an attack unless "our intel
Lgence was confident that we 
knew enough, that we technically 
could accompLsh it, and that we 
were prepared for the issues of 
reprisal." 

ThE NEW GOVERNMENT 

What did Shtauber think of 
the new coaLtion government 
- and the rise of Avigdor Lieber
man as Foreign Minister? 

"I think the coaLtion - includ
ing Labor - makes the govern
ment more stable," he said. 
"Lieberman is a pragmatist," he 
continued. However, "he Lkes to 
make the talk, but not the walk." 
Further, Shtauber said that as 
foreign minister, Lieberman 
would, in reality, not be a major 
player, but rather a performer "at 
the side of the stage." 

As for Labor's agreement to 
join Netanyahu's government, 
Shtauber, as a former aide to 
Ehud Barak, said that he did not 
see it "as a fig leaf, bur rather as 
an opportunity." 

Moving forward, Shtauber 
argued that the biggest issue con
fronting Israel and the region was 
not the Palestinians, nor Gaza, 
but the Shia-Sunni reLgious spLt 
and Iran. 

"Gaza is not so important," he 
said. 

Our Circle of Care Revolves Around You 
Summit Commons 
Skilled Nursing and Rehab1litat1on Center 

~~~?I. 
[ ~ I ~ 

. 
' 

' 

~ 
State of the art Transitional Care Unit 
offering Orthopedic and Post 
Surgical Rehabilitation 7 days 
perweek ~ 

.~,i·l 

~ 
ii 
II 

. 

New Pulmonary Reconditioning 
Program 

Coming Soon Alzheimer's and 
Related Memory lmpainnent Special 
Care Unit 

Long Tenn, Respite and Hospice Care 

Lncatcd on the' East Side. 

Call us today for more informalion or a personal lt>ur. 

Summit Commons Skilled Nursing and Rehahilitation Center 
99 Hillside Ave. Providence RI 02906 

401-574-4800 Fax:401-278-4937 

www.RadiusHealthCareCenters.com 

Program begins at 9:30 a.m. 

For fam ilies with ch ildren 
entering ki nde rgarten, 1st, and 2nd grades 
No n-members of the Temple are welcome. 

For more in for mation and to RSVP, 

contact Mi riam Abrams Sta rk, 
-Director of Congregat ional Learn ing, 

ftOl 331-1616, ext.1 4, or miriam @teprov.org 

JEWISH EDUCATION 

.See how we can give your child the ultimate gift. 

• Temple Emanu-EI 
99 Taft Avenue • Providence, RI 02906 
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Jewish Federation of Rhode Island 

2009 Annual Meeting 
and Evening of Community 

Recognition & Awards 

Monday, May 11 
10 Iyar 5769 

7:00 pm - 9:00 pm 

Jewish Community Center 
401 Elmgrove Avenue Providence 

2009/2010 Proposed Slate of Officers & Board 

President 
Doris Feinberg 

Vice Presidents 
Sharon Gaines, Governance & Leadership Development 
Bonn ie Steinberg Jennis, Women's Alliance 
Richard Licht, Financial Resource Development 
Alan Litwin, At-Large 
James Pious, Planning, Priorit ies & Allocations 

· Barbara Sokoloff, Community Relations/Communications 

. Secretary/Treasurer 
Lawrence S. Hershoff 

Area Vice Presidents 
Alan Fei,:iberg, Newport County 
Harold Foster, East Bay 
Scott Libman, Southern RI 
Gary Siperstein, West Bay 
Susan Sussman, Northern RI 
David Yavner, Providence/Pawtucket 

£Jewish 
Federation 
of 
Rhode 
Island 

www.J FRI.erg 

Board of Directors 
Randi Beranbaum 
Susan Leach DeBlasio 
Linn Freedman 
Marc Gertsacov 
Alan G. Hassenfeld 
Ralph Posner, Presidential Appointee 
Michael Schaffer 
Kenneth Schneider 
Rabbi Peter Stein, Rabbinical Representative 
Robert Stolzman 
Mindy Wachtenheim 

Honorary Presidents 
Melvin G. Alperin 
Mark R. Feinstein 
Edward D. Feldstein 
David M . Hirsch 
Marvin Holland 
Robert D. Mann 
Harris N . Rosen 
Herbert B. Stern 

Honorary Vice Presidents 
David A. Cohen 
Stanley Grossman 
Myrna K. !iosen 
Mathew D. Shuster 
Melvin L Zurier 

I 

J 
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Did the Armenian genocide have its own Primo Levi? 

New book offers a 
survivor's account 

Bv ADAM KIRSCH 

nextbook.org 

NEW YORK - A week before 
Germany's invasion of Poland, 
Hitler reportedly urged his gen
erals to slaughter civilians - Slavs 
and Jews, the two most hated 
groups in Nazi ideology- with
out mercy. 

"After all," he flippantly asked, 
"who remembers the Arme
nians?" 

In fact, the attempted genocide 
of the Armenians by the Turks 
during the First World War was 
very well documented , at the 
time and ever since. 

Henry Morgenthau, the 
American ambassador to the 
Ottoman Empire during the 
massacres, wrote at length in his 
memoirs about this attempt to 
wipe an entire population off the 
face of the earth. The word geno
cide had not yet been coined, 
but that is clearly what happened 
in Armenia-between 1915 and 
1918; in fact, Raphael Lemkin, 
the Polish Jewish activist who 
coined the term, had the Arme
nian example in mind. 

Yet it is true that the Arme
nian genocide has not entered 
into America's common cultural 
memory in the same way as the 
Nazi H olocaust. In part that 
is because it took place in the 

Ottoman Empire, from 
which few Americans 
come, rather than in 
Europe, where many 
Americans have their 
roots; in part it is because 
the U.S . never fought tl1e 
O ttomans in W orld War 
I , as it did the G ermans 
in World War II; in 
part it is because of the 
greater prominence of 
Jews than Armenians 

THE MEMORIAL IN YEREVAN commemorating the 
Armenian genocide during World War I. 

is especially 
noteworthy for 
Jewish readers. 
l n this eyewit
ness account of 
the genocide, 
wri tten in 1918 
and now trans
lated into Eng
lish fo r the first 
time, G rigoris 
Balakian offers 
an Armenian 
equivalent to 
the testimonies 
of Holocaust 
survivors like 
Primo Levi and 
Elie Wiesel. 

Balakian , a 
priest of the 
Armenian 

in American life. And 
sadly, it is also due to the 
continuing refusal of the 
Turkish government to 

acknowledge the crimes 
of its predecessor state, 
thus creating an illusion 
of controversy about a 
history that no historians 
doubt. (When the Turk-
ish Nobel laureate Orhan Pamuk 
spoke publicly about the Arme
nian genocide, he was 

Apostolic 
his stance.) For, as many writ- Church, was deported from Con-
ers urged at the time, it is surely stantinople in April 1915, a.long 

charged with the crime 
of" insulting Turkish
ness" and fo rced to flee 
abroad.) 

incumbent upon Jews, above all, with a large g roup of 

"In this eyewitness account of the 
genocide, written in 1918, Grigoris 

Balakian offers an Armenian 
equivalent to the testimonies of 

Holocaust survivors." 

Armenian intellectu
als and community 
leaders. For the nex t 
tl1ree yea rs, until 
Turk«y's defeat and 
surrender in Septem
ber 1918, Balakian 
lived constantly 

In 2007, the Anti
D efamation League 
was rightly embroiled 
in scandal when it 
supported the T ur½ish 
government's plea to ------------ under the shadow of 

the U. S. Congress not to offi
cially recognize the Armenian 
genocide. (After much contro
versy, the director of the ADL, 
Abraham Foxman, tempered 

to remember the Armenians, 
whose oblivion H itler counted 
on. 

That is why the publication of 
A rmenian Golgotha: A Memoir of 
theA rmen ia11 Genocide, 1915-1918 

death. Exiled, sent 
on forced marches, threatened by 
bandits and government officials, 
starved and sick, he managed to 
survive only by a com bi nation of 
luck, daring, the corruption and 

We 're Celebrating our 5th Anniversary! 

inefficiency ofT urkish officials, 
and the support of righteous non
Armenians who hid and fed him. 

As Balakian, along with his 
fellow deportees, was sent from 
place to place, he witnessed and 
heard about the unbelievable hor
rors infl..icted on the Armenians 
ofTurkey. 

The Ottoman state was far less 
powerful and organized than the 
Nazis' would be; it did not have 
the resources to build gas cham
bers, or even the railways to bring 
people to them. The mechanics of 
mass murder, then, were primi
tive and face-to-face . 

Armenian deportees were 
attacked by mobs and g roups 
of bandits armed with axes and 
farm tools, much as in the Hutu 
massacre ofTutsis in Rwanda. 
Balakian records many scenes of 
Armenians being tortured, muti
lated and decapitated, of babies 
torn apart by soldiers, of women 
raped dozens of times until 
they died; he shows us fields of 
decomposing corpses and hills of 
bones and skulls. M ost of those 
who survived these organized 
attacks succumbed to starvation 
and illness. In total, an estimated 
1.2 mill.ion Armenians died . 

Adam Kirsch is the author of Ben
j amin Disraeli, a new biography in 
Nextbook 's j ewish Encounters series. 
Reprinted with permission from 
Nextbook .org. 

. 'P assingN°otice.com 
RI' s Central Internet Site 

for 

Death Notices and Obituaries 
In the Beginning ... 

~ 
www.BonnieSellsHouseS.com 

f fi.~~ i!~~Jr~j 
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE 

Bonnie Kaplan 
401-374-4488 

'Let Bonnie 's Experience Work.for you in 2009 ' 
fop 2',-; o1 \fU .:mplo~!..'•'~ \\Prldwid<.? 

Call t.,d;1~ !or Cnrnplim.'nlar~ \lad,rt :\naly, i , and ll onw Staging 

The Creation of Tama risk 
began with the vision of 
the Jewish Seniors Agency 
of Rhode Island. It was 
th rough their vision , 
dedication and hard work 
that the dream was rea lized 
when our doors opened in 
September of 2003 . 

Si nce that time, we have 
been celehrating life by 
focu sing on fami ly, Jewish 
customs and traditions , 
and ensuring the utmost · 
in safety and peace of mind . 

We are proud of the many 
lifestyle choices and services 
we have been able to offer 
to the community during 
the past 5 years and look 
forward to many rewarding 
years in the futu re. 

Far more information, call 
Dianne: 401-732-0037 
www.tamariskri.org 

Touching the Lives of Senior; and their Families with L ife Enriching 
Services and Amenities 

lHE PHYLLIS ,SIPERSTEIN 

TAMA RISK 
ASS IS!EO llVING R ESlOfN C!: 

Where Life is Celeb.rated'" 

Spacious studio. one or two bed room 
apartments and studio ,or companion 

apartments in our Renaissance 
Memory Support w ing. 

4-~ A Carelink Member 
~"";, A Community of Jewish Seniors Agency of RI 

3 Shalom Drive Warwick, RI 02886 

A l<osl1er Ass<sted l.Mng Residero? 
SUimise<I i>/1"' Kashrut Comrrissioool Grealef Har1/ort! 

- ----,;;~ 
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Bintel Brief letters 
paint a heart-

breaking picture 

AMASSIVE diaspora 
unfolded in the four 
onsecutive decades 
ollowing 1880, as 

millions of Jews abandoned 
their ancestral homes in E astern 
Europe to venture forth to the 
West. 

The transformation from shtetl 
to ghetto was a time of chaos, 
cultural disruption, domestic dis

array, and poi
gnant despair 
intermingled 
though with 
adaptive cour
age. Most fam
ilies succeeded 
in making 
the transition; 
some did not. 

learnedly note, 
in retrospect, that the Jewish 
people had undergone a profound 
transplantation, greater in some 
ways than their prior involun
tary dispersions. But no ethnic 
group undergoes such a massive 
demographic transition and then 
remains silent' about it. An awe
some body ofliterature attests to 
the struggles attending this later 
'day diaspora. 

The perceptions of learned 
sociologists are one thing, but 
to hear the plaintive voice of 
individuals passing from the Old 
World to the new, one requires 
something beyond the scholarly 
texts. 

One finds this voice - some
times humorous, sometimes 
belligerent, sometimes despon-

MEDICAL ARTS 

MEDICAL ARTS 

The voices of the newly arrived 
dent - in the thousands ofletters 
to the leading American Jewish 
newspaper of the time, The 
F orward. 

These letters, collectively 
known as Bintel Briefs, paint an 
often heart-breaking picture of 
the social engagement of these 
Jewish immigrants. 

L etters to a newspaper editor 
are not new. But the Bintel Briefs 
letters bring the seeking of public 
counsel to a more intense, more 
intimate level. 

religiously mixed marriages, and, 
frequently, desertion by hus
bands. 

In general, the letters were 
passionate, blunt, and with little 
circumlocution. Their saluta
tions included "worthy editor," 
"esteemed ed itor," or merely, 
"dear editor." 

a sin to use 
face powder? 
Shouldn't a girl 
look beautiful?" 

Or a woman 
trapped in a 
thankless, love
less marriage to 
a wealthy man: 
"The jingling 
of the silver 
brought me no 
solace." 

Politics 
Those decades of transition for 

the immigrant Jews were times 
of prodigious and irreversible 
change: priorities were upended, 
traditions were trashed and the 
ethical compass of many was set 
askew. 

The openi ng sentence was 
often a manifest declaration in 
itself, an appeal for fairness, a cri 
de coeur: "I am an unhappy, lonely 
orphan, 15 yea rs of age and I 
appeal to you in my helplessness. 
My story is a trag ic one." 

Or, yet another typical open
ing: "Please print my letter and 
give me an answer." 

intrudes some
times. "M y son 
is already 26 
years old and 
doesn't want 

Abraham Cahan, the editor of The Forward, 
created the Bintel Brief advice column for Jewish 

A century has passed since 
these letters have accumulated. 
What were they like? Their 
flavor? Their content? 

If any theme dominated it 
was the appeal for soc ial justice. 
Certainly, monumental issues of 
the day were brought forth, issues 
such as the evil of war, the merit 
of unionization, 

And still another: "I , an old 
woman of 70, write you this letter 
with my heart's blood." 

PROFOUND AND COMPEU.ING 

So many profound feelings are 
distilled in the opening para
graph. An adult woman, without 
companionship, writes: "I am as 
lonely as a stone." 

A son leaves his mother behind 

to get married. 
H e says he is a Socialist and he is 
too busy. Socialism is Socialism, 
but getting married is important, 
too." 

Indeed, every socio-political 
view finds expression in these 
letters from free-thinking agnos
ticism to orthodox fundam ental
ism. 

These pleas are leavened with 
letters describing con

women's suffrage, 
better schooling, 
health insurance, 
the role of pacifi sm 
during W orld W ar 
I and even prohibi
tion. 

"A mother sorrowfully admits that her 
children have become more assimilated 
than she: 'In America the children bring 

fli cts between kosher
dependent mothers 
and their non-kosher 
daughters-in-law. Cer
tainly, the many inter-

But the great 
majori ty of these letters were 
emphatically personal, intensely 
anguished, probing, yearning, 
heart-breaking. 

Health, and particularly the 
effects of tuberculosis (often 
called Jewish asthma, consump
tion or the workers' disease), were 
often discussed. Other prob
lems included marital infidel-
ity, domestic incompatibility, 

up the parents."' 

in the old country and beg ins his 
journey to America wearing "a 
white shirt wet with my mother's 
tea rs." 

A mother sorrowfully admits 
that her children have become 
more assimilated than she: "In 
America the children bring up 
the parents." 

A young woman appeals for 
approval from the editor: "Is it 

generational problems 
that emerge when 
multiple generations 

are forced to share a three room 
tenement apartment that also 
serves as a daytime workshop. 

There is a grievous word in 
Yiddish, agunah, which means 
a wife, often with children, 
deserted by her husband. In 
stable communities in the old 
country, no matter how impov
erished, wife-abandonment was 
uncommon. But with the turmoil 

The 1~11 Vo1q: & ~ 

immigrants. 

of displacement and resettlement 
in America, with the blandish
ments of an expanding America 
filled with new possibilities and 
beckoning inducements, with the 
restructuring of human inter
relationships in Western society 
came the unspeakable tragedy of 
husbands deserting their family. 

And the Bintel Briefs reflect 
this lament. "Max, you left us in 
such a terrible state. You had no 
compassion for us. I bore you four 
children. And then you left me. 
Who will support us? H ave you 
no pity for your own fl esh and 
blood? My tears choke me and I 
can no longer write." 

Historic events had trans
formed the majority of European 
Jewry from an impoverished, 
oppressed and dispersed people 
into a vibrant, creative and 
productive community in the 
New World. The transformative 
process had often been painful. 
And the Bintel Briefs gave plain
tive expression to this. 

Stanley M. Aronson, M.D., can 
be reached at smamd@cox.net. 

RESERVE YOUR COPY TODAY of Dr. Stanley Aronson's forthcoming book, a collection of 
his columns that have appeared in The Voice & Herald. 

The Voice & Herald is offering a free copy of Dr. Stanley Aronson's soon-to-be-published 
collection of his columns which have appeared in The Voice & Herald to the first 500 

Voice & Herald patrons who make a contribution of $54 - triple chai - or more. 
The collection will be edited by Mary Korr. 

-We thank Dr. Aronson for his generosity and his continrted wisdom and erudition which he 
shares in "Medical Arts." . 

Please make your checks out to The Jewish Voice & Herald, and mail to: Voice & Herald 
Patrons, 130 Sessions St., Providence, R.I., 02906 

., 
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HORN: Novelist explores Jewish history during the Civil War 

From Page 1 

NEW ORLEANS AS 

AjEWISH HUB 

Horn found the focus for her 
novel while wondering around 
a New Orleans neighborhood 
in 2002, where she came upon 
a Jewish cemetery. "I had some 
time to kill before a presentation 
on my first novel," she explained, 
"and I was surprised to find that 
there were so many graves from 
the early 1800s." 

New Orleans, she continued, 
"had the second-largest 

immigrants traveling to America ences with characters in my Jewish often had to 
who threw their tefillin overboard books - Chagall 's granddaughter, put on a show," she 
at sea. for instance, and another person said. The book, she 

Her second book, 7he World who was related to D er Nister," continued, is about 
To Come, interweaves the lives she said. "who - and what -
of painter Marc Chagall and One of the reasons she attrib- deserve loyalty." 

· Yiddish author Der N ister with uted to interest in her books, she The characters 
modern day art forgery and ter- said, has been the growth of book are often d riven 
rorism. clubs in the Jewish community. to make decisions 

"In my books I'm interested One of the better known char- based upon their 
in exploring history that is not acters in Jewish fiction, Brenda own view of patri-
a caricature of the past, to wri te Potemkin in Philip Roth 's otism - and family. 
something that has something Goodbye, Columbus, resided in H orn cited the 
to say to us today," she said . Short Hills, N J., and for H orn, character of Philip 
"Literature has a way of bridging one of her motivations in becom- Levy, an Ameri-

ing a writer was to can Jew1 a busi-
Jewish community after 
New York City in the 
1860s." Jewish grave
yards, in turn, often serve 
as a backdrop for pivotal 
scenes in All Other Niglfts. 

"In my books I'm interested in 
exploring history that is not a 
caricature of the past, to write 

create a different image ness owner, and 
for Jewish women. the fatl1er of four 
H orn, who grew up in daughters, who 
Short Hills, found it states: "M y worse 
iron ic that she now had enemy is lawless-

H orn , 32, currently 
lives in Short Hills, NJ., 
with her husband and 
family; she recently gave 
birth to her third child, 
Eli. For Horn , who has 

something that has something to 
say to us today." 

Dara Horn 

differences, starting conversations 
that would have not happened 
otherwise." 

returned there to live. ness." H e believes 
"I don't have much in 

common with Brenda 
Potemkin ," she said with 
laugh. "Although I did 
learn Yiddish at Har
vard." 

in the ideal of an 
America that is 
ruled by laws and 
ideals, rather than 
who is in charge at 
the moment, H orn 
said, and it's clear 
that th is is her 
preference, too. 

The story is also 
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All Other Nights creates a Jewish spy vs. spy 
story set mostly in New Orleans, Mississippi 

and Virginia . 
a doctorate in Hebrew and Yid
dish, one thing in common with 
her previous books is her desire 
to "explain aspects Jewish history 
that arc not very well known." 

In her first book, In 7he Image, 
winner of the 2003 National 
Jewish Book Award, she wrote 
about the practice of Jewish 

As with all of her books, the 
stories and characters are based 
upon very thorough historica l 
research. 

BROAD AUDIENCE 

Horn expressed both sur
prise and gratitude about the 
broad appea l her work has had 
throughout the Jewish com
munity. "People have written me 
who have had personal experi-

H orn said that has never met 
Roth, but there was, she said, in 
her fa mily's past, a similar thread 
of Jewish migration fro m Newark 
to the suburbs. 

J EWISH IDENTITY 

In All Other Nights, H orn 
said, many of the characters are 
always performing, acting a role 
in one way or another, often a 
necessity of Jewish survival. "In 
19'h centu ry America, in order 
to succeed, someone who was 

a romance, and for H orn, it's 
very much about how a person 
redefines himself or herself, 
based upon the obligations to the 
people around him, or her. 

In the fall, H orn plans a tour to 
promote her new book, and said 
that she would endeavor to try to 
arrange a stop in Providence, co
sponsored by 7he Voice & Herald. 

All Other Nights 
By Dara Horn 
$24.95, W.W. Norton 
384 pages 
ISBN 978-0-393-06492-6 

II Mutual Engineering Service Co. 

~ 
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11 01v1s10N OF THE Pmo GR011 D 

ant Comfort? 
11The Feeling is Mutual!" 

AIR CONDITIONING • HEATING 
ROOF TOP SYSTEMS • HEAT PUMPS 

• Commercial leasing specialists 
FEATURING SYSTEMS BY: 

lENNf!K>~ • Homeowner financing 

• 24-hour emergency service 

• C9mmercial and residential ~--
Hut1,,gaCoa1ags,-

A FULL IN-HOUSE DESIGN, 
INSTALLATION & SERVICE COMPANY 

Call David Epstein at 401.351.3900 

In terms of future plans, H orn 
said that she had written "40 or 
50 pages of the next book that I'll 
probably throw away. I'm not in a 
position to talk about it." 

specialty camps include: 
Lego Robotics • Rick Harris 
Basketball • Performing Arts 

Elite National Soccer • and more! 

call for more info 
or to sign up! 
401.861.8800 

ext. 130 (ages 2-5) 
ext. 147 (grades 1 & up) 

register online: 
www .jccri.orq 

* 401 elmgrove ave Jee pro\1dence n 02906 

rr-to lalafld all are we lcome• 
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Media invited to listen in on first meeting of new faith-based office 
Key Jewish leaders th• nP= nrPo irl•-•'- --- ' · · ·- the ne1.v pres:u1..-1u -> c,vd1 wa~ 

to utilize the knowledge and 
expertise of religious and named to Advisory 

Council 

Bv ERJc FINGERHUT 

]TA Staff Writer 

WASHINGTON OTA) - Pres
ident Barack Obama said during 
the campaign that he wanted to 
keep G eorge W. Bush's fa ith
based office around but revamp 
it. Among the examples of the 
changes - the new Office of 
Faith-based and Neighborhood 
Partnerships invited the press to 
its first briefing for religious and 
community leaders. 

A handful of religion reporters 
were able to sit in April 6 on the 
two-hour session at the Eisen
hower Executive Office Building 
for many of the members of the 
office's new 25-person Advisory 
Council, as well as other religious 
and community activists and 
even some church-state separa
tion advocates. 

community organizations 
to achieve particular policy 
goals. Those priorities include 
addressing domestic poverty 
and contributing to the 
economic recovery, promoting 
responsible fatherhood, 
reducing unintended 
pregnancies and the need 
for abortion, and enhancing 
interreligious dialogue and 
cooperation. 

He also emphasized that 
the administration wanted a 
"policy-based partnership," 
and that the office did not 
have a political or advocacy
based agenda. Much of the 
meeting consisted of Obama 
administration officials who 
work in areas such as educa
tion policy, urban affairs and 
combating poverty outlining 
the president's goals in those 
areas and appealing fo r ideas 
from the leaders on the kinds of 

JTA Ph ot o 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF JEWISH 
WOMEN President Nancy Ratzan was 
named to President Obama's Advisory 
Council for Faith-Based and Neighbor-

hood Parnterships and attended a 
briefing on the role of the office. 

tration's faith-based operations. 
_H e did not go into specifics on 

that process." 
The most contentious legal 

issue is whether faith-based 
groups receiving federal funds 
should be able to take religion 
into account when hiring, 
which groups were allowed to 
do during the Bush admin
istration. Opponents say it 
amounts to federally funded 
relig ious discrimination , while 
supporters say it is essential to 
maintaini ng the religious char
acter of the organization. 

When O bama established 
the fa ith-based office in Febru
ary, a legal review was in put in 
place but no decision was made 
on the employment issue. 

DuBois also noted that 
despite beliefs to the contrary 
by many he had met during 
the presidential campaign, 
the faith-based office does not 
distribute grant money. He 
did say the office could provide 
"technical assistance" to groups 

who were interested in applying 
for such grants from government 

agencies. 

group'' and adding that it would 
be interesting to see how the 
office developed in the coming 
months. 

Rabbi David Saperstein, the 
director of the Religious Action 
Center of Reform Judaism, 
praised th_e "level of communi
cation and effort at dialogue," 
adding that the administration 
needs "these groups to be effec
tive" and to "work through these 
groups." 

Diament, Saperstein and 
National Council ofJewish 
Women President Nancy Ratzan, 
who also attended the session, all 
have been named to the office's 
Advisory Council . Rabbi Steve 
Gutow, executive director of 
the Jewish Council for Public 
Affairs, and the group's Wash
ington director, Hadar Susskind , 
also attended the briefing. 

Even the Rev. Barry Lynn 
from Americans United fo r 

Much more important than 
media access were the contrasts 
Joshua DuBois, executive director 
of the office, drew between the 
new offi ce and its function over 
the previous eight years. 

DuBois sa id the goal of the 
Bush admin istration's faith -based 
office to "level the playing field " 
for faith-based organizations 
when bidding for government 
grants was important, but that 

-programs that work in 
their communities. 

DuBois said strength
ening the "legal and 
constitutional footing" 
and drawing "appropri
ate legal lines" for faith 
groups receiving govern
ment dollars also were 

"Rabbi David Saperstein, the 
director of the Religious Action 

Center of Reform Judaism, praised 
the 'level of communication and 

effort at dialogue."' 

Reaction from 
Jewish leaders attend
ing the meeting was 
positive. 

"It's a very good 
start," said Orthodox 
Union public policy 
director Nathan 
Diament, noting that 
the administration 

the Separation of Church and 
State, another meeting attendee, 
said he was happy that DuBois 
had emphasized strengthening 
the "legal and constitutional" 
footing of the office and liked 
the inclusivity of the meeting, 
which included everyone from an 
evangelical Christian minister to 
church-state separationists. As 
fo r the idea of having religious 
leaders sitting on an advisory 
council in a secular democracy, 
Lynn said "red fl ags go up," bur 
"we'll see" how it develops. 

a priority and another 
way the office would 
differ from the Bush adminis-

Naturally Nalls 

y o u n g i, n a I I s 

It '• all about you. 

Spring Specials ... 
Manicure & Pedicure $48 reg 56 

Gel manicure $2◄ reg 26 
Full sets (gel or a_crylic) $40 

307 Hain Street 
East Greenwich RI 02818 

40 I •884•5777 

www.naturaltynallseg.com 

Certified Residentia l Specialist • Certff,ed Buyer Representative • Certified Negotiation Specialist 

~ 
~ad j) 

Realtor s ince 1977 

I 

I listen, I care, 
It's all about YOU! 

Let YEARS of experience 
benefit YOU! 

Senior Real Estate Specialist 

Exceptional Market Knowledge Multi-million Dollar Producer 

Associate Broker Relocation Specialist 
401-884-8050 X 124 

cell phone: 401-419-1355 
':i..i11 ~ shcila.land@ncmovcs.com http:1www.sheila1and.com 

Visit us online at: 
www:vhri.org 

legal issues but told the group he 
wanted to "work with you all on 

had invited a "broad and diverse 

Where can Jewi sh teen s continue their connection to the 
Jewis h community and take advantage of a wide variety 
of innovative and engaging learn ing, service and social 
opportunities? 

The Harry Elkin MIDRASHA 

Community High School 

of the Bureau of Jewish Ed ucation of Rhode Island 

If you're a Jewish teen enrolling in 8th -12th grade next 
year, or the parent of a teen , please join us to learn more 
about the exciting opportunities at MIDRASHA. 

Sunday, May 3rd at 9:00 am 

Temple Emanu-EI, Providence 

Community 

,lf,;,p 

~ MIDraSHa 
ill!/71 r:J♦;:',\"it:'.'o, 

Repairing the World 

pf10 l'PJ'> 

Text Study 

>l"l_!r .,,.-&, 

For more information, contact 

Jamie Richman, Community Education Coordinator 

at jrichman@bjeri.org.or 401 331-0956 x181 
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ihe Best of Jewish Rhode Island 
7he JEWISH VOICE & lIERArn 

The Voice Et Herald is pleased to announce its first annual Best of Jewish Rhode Island. Our readers can choose their favorites 
in 50 different categories. Please write in your choice in as many categories as you want. Send to : Best of Jewish Rhode Island, 

c/o The Voice Et Herald, 130 Sessions St., Providence, R.1. 02906. You can also go to our web site, www.JVHRl .org, and vote online. 
On June 12, we will announce the winners in a special section; each winner will receive a special framed award for display. 

1. Best place to spend a weekda~ after· 
noon or a Sunday morning while the 
kid s are in Religious School. 

2. Best place to eat bagel, lox and a 
shmeer of cream cheese. 

3. Best place to be on Christmas Eve/ 

Christmas 

4. Best source of Jewish gifts for weddings, 
b'nei mitzvoth. 

5. Best place to go wi th out-of-town 
relatives or friends to show off"Jewish 
Rhode Island:· 

8. Best place for kids' birthday party gifts. 

9. Best place to host kid s' birthday parties. 

1 0. Best source of Jewish books. 

11. Best place for Jewish study. 

12. Best Chinese food. 

15. Best place to go with the Sunday pa
pers when you don't want to be seen 

by people you know. 

16. Best place to go with the Sunday pa
pers when you do want to be seen by 

people you know. 

17. Best romantic getaway - upsca le price. 

18. Best romantic getaway - moderate 
price. 

19. Best source of kosher wines. 

20. Best source of kosher meats. 

21. Best place to store or sell your chametz. 

22. Best place to buy all your Passover 

meals' ingredients. 

23. Best Purim spiel. 

24. Best place to buy prepared: 

Noodle kugel 

Brisket 
Matzah ball soup ______ _ 

13. Best (non-Chinese) ethnic food (Italian, Knishes 
French, Mexican, Thai, etc.) Latkes 

Bagels 

Bialys 

Chopped liver 
13. Best deli food. ~ Cheesecake 

Challah 

25. Best kosher caterer. 
14. Best Sunday brunch. 

26. Best place for falafel. 

27. Best place to hear klezmer music. 

28. Best library to spend time in. 

29. Best place to learn Hebrew. 

30. Best source of Jewish-themed movies 
and films to rent. 

31. Best place to buy your son's bar mitz
vah clothes. 

32. Best place to buy your daughter's bat 

mitzvah clothes. 

33. Best place to buy items of Judaica. 

34. Best beach or, where you are 
most likely to run into your Jewish 

neighbors. 

35. Best florist for weddings, b'nei 

mitzvoth. 

36. Best DJ for weddings, b'nei mitzvoth. 

37. Best photographer for weddings, b'nei 
mitzvoth. 

• 3~. Best jeweler for engagement or 

wedding rings. 

39. Best bar to see you r Jewish friends and 
neighbors. · 

40. Best restaura nt to see your Jewish 

fr iends and neighbors. 

41 . Best place for Jewish singles to meet. 

42. Best place to learn Israeli dancing. 

43. Best place to hold a Jewish meeting 
outside the office. 

44. Best Jewish camp for Rhode Islanders. 

45. Best Jewish educator in Rhode Island. 

46. Best Jewish athlete in Rhode Island. 

47. Best source in Rhode Island for 

personalized ketuba. 

48. Best source in Rhode Island for tallis. 

49. Best Jewish entertainer. 

SO. Best mikvah for Rhode Islanders. 

Send us your favorite places 
in Rhode Island for all things 

Jewish-or tell us on the Web: 

www.jvhri.org 
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Jewish Community Calendar 
Friday 
April 17 
Simchat Shabbat for Young 
Families 
Kid-friendly Shabbat dinner fol
lowed by interactive service 

WHERE: Tem ple Torat Yisrael, 
330 Park Ave., Cranston 

WHEN: 5:45 p.m. 

COST: $1 0/family 

MORE INFO: RSVP 785-1800 

Sunday 
April 19 
Family Concert 

Brotherhood Breakfast 
Ro ss Levine wi ll discuss cu rrent 
economic si tuation . 

WHERE: Temple Beth-El , 70 
Orchard Ave Providence 

WHEN: 9:00 a.m. 

MORE INFO: 331-6070 

March for Babies 
JFR l's Women's Alliance invites 
mothers, daughters, sisters, 
aunts, nieces, grandmothers, 
granddaughters to wa lk in the 
March of Dimes' March for 
Babies. 

WHERE: Colt Sta te Park, Route 
114 Hope St., Bristol 

WHEN : 9 a.m. 

MORE INFO: Call Beth Dindas at 
421 -4111 , ext. 174 

Cantors Rick and Josh Perl 
man, Cantor Brian Mayer and 
Kol Ke sem HaZamir Teen Choir 
lead" Shirei Achim v'Chaverim!" 
- Songs of Brotherhood and 
Friendship, a show for children 
and adults. 

Jewish Federation of Rhode Island 's annual mee ting wil l be an evening of community awards and 
recognition on Monday, May 11 , at 7 p.m., at JCCRI, featuring keynote speaker Jonathan Sa rna. 

Jewish Baroque and Beyond 
Museum Concerts presents con
cert, exhibition and ta lk on Jewish 
baroque mu si c from Venic 

WHERE: Tem ple Am David, 40 
Gardiner St., Warwick 

WHEN: 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

MORE INFO: 785-1800 
WHEN: 4 p.m. 

COST: Under 21 , free ; older than 
21, $10 per person, $18 per 
couple 

Kaddish for Six Million 
Holocaust memorial event spon
sored by the Jewish Collaborative 
with candle lighting, music and 
prayers fo r peace . 

MORE INFO: 463-7944 

White Elephant Sale WHERE: Village Inn, 1 Beach St., 
Narragansett. Find treasures from attics, closets 

and garages. 
WHEN: 6 p.m. 

WHERE: Temple Beth -El , 70 
Orchard Ave., Providence 

MORE INFO: RSVP to Kaddish 
for6M ii I ion@j ewish c olla bora 
tive .o rg . WHEN: 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 

MORE INFO: 33 1-6070 
Jewish Genealogy 

Knit & Kvetch 
Knitting circ le at Torat Yisrael. 

Meeting features Mich ael Gold
stein, discussing Isra el's genea
log ic al resources. WHERE: Temple Torat Yisrael, 

330 Park Av e., Cranston WHERE: Temple Emanuel, 385 

Celebrate 
Israel 

Independence Day 
a1 the 

JCC 
401 Elmwood Ave.~ Providcnc:c 

Wedne·sday, April 29th 
5:00-8:00p.m. 
Live rnusic i'. 

Special perfonnance by Souiids of Si111Cha 
Israeli fo lk dancing 

,'Face p\uuling . 
lkdeuin:ie'iir 
Koshe1{,6~l'- Judaica for sale 

Special guest speaker 
at7: 15 p.m,._ 

Samuel Le hman-Wilzig, PhD, from Bar-Dan University 
:ropic: Israel's Independence 

Sponsored by: • .12£ 11:E 
!!!!I!'!!! 

ISRAEL INDEPENDENCE DAY will be celebrated from 5-8 p.m. on 
Wednesday, April 29, at the JCCRI, 401 Elmgove Ave., Providence, 

with music by Sounds of Simcha, folk dancing, 
face painting, and kosher food 

Ward St., Newton, Mass. 

WHEN: 4 p.m. 

MORE INFO: 796-8522 

April 20 

Holocaust and Heroism Day 
Interfai th musical event w ill 
ce lebrate vibrancy of German 
Jewish cultural life before the 
Holocaust. 

WHERE: Temple Emanu-EI , 99 
Taft Ave., Providence 

WHEN: 7 p.m. 

MORE INFO: 331 -1616 

April 21 

Tora! Visrael's Lunch and 
Learn 
What happens when Jews face 
infertility? 

WHERE: Cucina Mista, 455 Main 
St. , East Greenwich 

WHEN: Noon - 1 :30 p.m. 

MORE INFO: 785-1500 

W ednesday 
April 22 
In Search of Sugihara 
Hillel Levine will speak on Japa
nese diplomat who saved more 
than 10,000 Jews. 

WHERE: Brown/RISO Hillel, 80 
Brown St., Providenc e 

WHEN: 5:30 p.m. 

MORE INFO: Megan Nesbitt at 
863-2805 

Good News about Israel 
Visiting Professor at Brown 
University, Dr. Lehman-Wilzig 
will speak on current situation in 

Isra el. 

WHERE: Temple Beth-El , 70 
Orchard Ave ., Providence 

WHEN: 7:00 p.m. 

MORE INFO: 33 1-6070 

April 23 
Peace Prospects in Mideast 
Former Sen. Lincoln Chafee and 
MJ Rosenberg, direc tor of pol icy 
ana lysis for Israel Po licy Forum, 
will speak on recent Israel i elec 
tions. 

WHERE: Temple Ema nu-El, 99 
Taft Ave., Providence 

WHEN: 7:30 p.m. 

MORE INFO: judithkaye@aol. 
com 

Circle of Consolation 
Bereavement discussion group 

WHERE: Temple Torat 

WHEN: 2:30 pm 

WHERE: RISO Museum Chase 
Center, 20 Main St., Provi 
dence 

MORE INFO: 862-3692 

COST: Tickets are $23/adults; $18 
seniors 

..,sday 
April 29 
Israel Independence Day 
Sounds of Simcha, folk dancing, 
face painting, kosher food 

WHERE: JCCRI, 401 Elmgrove 
Ave ., Providence 

WHEN: 5- 8 p.m. 

MORE INFO: 33 1-0956, ext. 177 

Brown RISO Hillel Annual 
Meeting 
Prof. Sam Lehman-Wilzig and 
Rabbi Rackover will speak. 

See CALENDAR, PAGE 33 

Yisrael 

WHEN: 7:30 p.m. 

MORE INFO: 785-1500 

PRES C RI PT ION 
FOR SURVIVAL 

Sunday 
April 26 
JFS Anniversary Gala 
Jewish Family Service 
celebrates 80 years of 
working with families 
with luncheon "Honor
ing Octogenarians." 

WHERE: Ledgemont 
Country Club, 
131 Brown Ave., 
Seekonk 

WHEN: Noon 

COST: $80 per person 

MORE INFO: RSVP by 
April lOto 331-1244 
or behiye@jfsri .org 

A DOCTOR'S .JOURNEY 
TO END NUC LEAR MADNESS 

IHRN J\ IZI) l<)WN 1\\1) 

NOBEL PRIZE-WINNER Bernard Lown, 
M .D., will speak at Miriam Hospital on 
Thursday, May 7, at 6:30 p.m. For more 

information, call 444-4800. 
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Simply More Deliciouse. A delectable solution to cooking woes 

New cookbook is wz:.:.:.. ·• · e . u, 

both history-rich 
and loaded with 

contemporary 
recipes 

BY NANCY KIRSCH 

NKI RSCH@J FRI.ORG 

NEARLY 18 months 
after working as 
co-chairs to launch 
Simply M ore Deli

cious, the newest cookbook from 
The Miriam H ospita l's Women 
Association, Robin Engle and 
Les lie Sax are eager to continue 
worki ng together. That's good 
news fo r the loca l folks who've 
ordered cookbooks, as Engle, 
Sax, and a team of volunteers 
will soon canvass the neigh
borhoods to hand-deliver the 
books, due out in ea rly May. 

Oil p a inting by Faye Stolzman 

AN OIL PAI NTING by Faye Stolzman is featured on the cover of the new cookbook, Simply More Delicious. 

association (Miriam Society 
No. 1) cooked, served kosher 
food and brought Shabbat 
candles ro hospita li zed Jewish 
immigrants. They also ra ised 
funds for wheelchai rs, medical 
and dental ca re, convalescent 
ca re and more fo r the needy 
Jewish residents among them. 

- and that was an annual fee 1 
111e cookbook committee, 

comprised of members of the 
Women's Association, ca rries on 
a long and rich tradition: in 1924, 
association members, along with 
other Jewish organizations, raised 
$80,000 in four weeks to pur
chase and then begin renovating 
the buildings on Parade Street in 
South Providence that became 
the original Miriam H ospita l. 

Even before the hospita l 
was established , members 
of a group that predated the 

In 1904, they purchased their 
first "subscription" ofS250 to the 
Rhode Island Hospital to ensure 
a free bed fo r Jewish patients 

The members of the Miriam 
Society wanted ro establish a 
Jewish hospital where Jewish 
patients cou Id feel com fort
able, but one with a nonsectar
ian spirit. Reorganized as The 
Miriam H ospital Association, 
the g roup received a charter 
from Rhode Island 's Secretary 
of State in 1907 fo r " ... building, 
maintaining, and operating a 
Hebrew Hospital." Annua l dues 

A Chef in Three Hours? 
Well, almost. 

After three hours with one of our chefs, 

you could fool a lot of people. That is 

exactly what you can do through our 

Chefs Choice programs. 
~ 

We also have Cooking Camps for 

kids and and teens that meet 

Monday-Friday from 9:00 to Noon. 

June 29-July 3, July 20-24 

From "Portuguese Cuisine" to "Fiesta in Spain" 

to "Flavors of the Bayou", you can choose 

from over 40 specialized dishes. Learn 

"Pies, Pies, Pies" or "Summer Salads". 

All classes are $80. Teen and Kid Camps 

are $250 per week. Our Chefs . ,/~,! 
Choice programs also make • 

wonderful and unique gifts. 1 

Call 401-598-2336 or 1-800-DIAL-JWU (ext. 2336). 

Visit www.jwu.edu/chefschoice for 

a complete list of classes or to register on line. 

JOHNSON & WALES @ U N V E R S T y 

in chose days were $1 a yea r, 
payable in monthly installmen ts. 

W H Y A NEW COOKBOOK? 

"So many of us kept talking 
about the old cookbook and 
how we wished there was a new 
one. I approached Renee Vogel 
(co-president of the Women's 
Association) and she thought 
it was a great idea," said Engle. 
"And, when you mention an 
idea, you become chairwoman . 
Leslie was a great worker on the 

committee, so we joined forces." 
1l1e W omen's Association 

raised more than $80,000 from 
the three sold- out printings 
of Simply Delicious, first pub
lished in 1975. Funds raised 
from the cookbooks' sales 
are used for hospital equip
ment, patient rooms and other 
resources that benefit patients. 

A copy of Simply Delicious is 
ra.rer than hen's teeth , so those 

See TRADITION, Facing Page 

'(fm 
LOCALLY HARVESTED 

FOOD AND DRINK 

MITZVAHS• HOLIDA Y S• CORPORATE• EVENTS• WEDDINGS 

OPEN FOR DINNER EVERY DAY, 

LUNCH SER V ED MONDAY-SATURDAY 

HAV E YOUR PRIV ATE E V ENT I N OU R SP E A KEAS Y, 

RI M ONTH LY'S 200 8 BE S T L A R G E PART Y ROO M 

401-274-2121 
121 WASHINGTON STREET 

DOWNTOWN PROVIDENCE 

JSTEVENS@LOCAL121.COM 

Visit us online at: 
www.jvhri.org 

• 
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From Page 18 

buying Simply More Delicious 
might want to buy an extra copy 
to keep hidden for safekeeping. 

According to Anne Sherman, 
office manager of the R.I . 
Jewish Historical Association, 
someone wanted to buy the 
organization's sole copy of 
Simply Delicious. Some women 
only have photocopies of the 
original book; others' well-used, 
weU-loved books are bound 
together with rubber bands. 

WHAT'S COOKING? 

"Simply M ore Delicious 
blends the best of the orig ina l 
cookbook with many new, 
healthier recipes that reflect 
how we cook today," said Sax. 
"Two new categories in the 
cookbook - vegeta ri an cntrccs 
and kids' cooking - arc examples 
of Simply M ore Delicious 
new approach," she said . 

Even the colorfu I cover 
acknowledges the cookbook's 
historical precedent, as both 
Simply Delicious and Simply 
More Delicious depict bounties 
of fruits and vegetables. Asso
ciation member Faye Stolzman 
painted the cover artwork. 

Before soliciting new recipes 
from association members, 1he 
Miriam Hospital staff, res
taurants, and upsca le markets, 
Sax, Engle and their steering 
committee oflO women read 
through the origina l cookbook 
to see which recipes they wanted 

www.jvhri.org 

YouRONLY 

RHODE ISLAND JEWISH 

NEWSPAPER 

ONLINE. 

VISIT IT OFTEN. 

TRADITION: New cookbook blends best of new and old 
to consider keeping. 
Especially dated reci
pes, such as casseroles 
featuring canned 
cream of mushroom 
soup, or those substi
tuti ng salami for bacon 
or tuna fi sh for sheU
fi sh , were d iscarded. 

The Women's Associa
tion wi ll host a dinner on 
July 18 at Ledgemont 
Country Club. Before 
then, Simply M ore 
Delicious wi LI be sold 
at locations around the 
state. Simply More Deli
cious costs S36 (S25.95, 
$1.82 tax, $8.23 postage). 
Local people can save on 
postage and pick it up at 
a committee member's 
house. You can order 
the cookbook by ca LI i ng 
1he Miriam Hospital's 
Women's Associa-

Stir in flour and cook 2 
minutes, stirring constantly. 

Add water and lemon juice. 
Cook, stirring constantly, until 
thickened and smooth. 
Simmer 5 minutes. Add 
sa lt and Tabasco. 

Just before serving, add sour 
cream and remaining butter. 
While the mixtu re is simmer
ing, stean1 or microwave aspara
gus, until tender, but crisp. 
Spoon sauce over and serve 

Makes six servings. 

Taste-testing and 
recipe tri als ensued, 
with the occasional 
weight ga in here and 
there from the most 
committed tasters. 
"But the women tast
ing the desserts are all 
so thin ," laughed Sax. Ph o to by Nancy Kirsch tion office at 793-2520 

COOKBOOK COMMITTEE CO-CHAIRS, Leslie Sa x or at http://cookbook. 

G RILLED MARINATED 

C HICKEN BREAST 

Ingred ients: Like Miriam H os
pita l's food service, 
the cookbook is 

and Robin Engle, compare notes about . . I . I 
Simply M ore Delicious. m,1n am1 ,osp,ta _-o rg. 6 boneless chicken 

kosher style, but not 
kosher, as it includes rec ipes 
with meat and cheese. "Simply 
M ore Delicious definitely has 
healthier d ishes - there are 
many more recipes for boneless 
chicken breasts and ex tra-v irgin 
olive oil, rather than butter," 
said Sax. "We've expanded 
the fi sh and chicken sections, 
and cut the beef recipes." 

Simply More Delicious includes 

established, includes a detailed 
history of the association 
and The Miriam Hospital 

Both Sax and Engle are 

"The women tasting the 
desserts are all so thin." 

Leslie Sax, cookbook 
committee co-chair 

n t 1e mea ntime, 
here are two spring 

rec ipes from Simply /\I/ore 
Delicious to tempt you r pa late. 

ASPARAG US WlTH 

CREAMY L EMON SAUCE 

Ingredients: 

1 pou nd fresh asparagus, 
trimmed 

breast halves 
½ cup brown suga r 
1/3 cup olive oil 
¼ cup cider vinegar 
3 cloves ga rlic, crushed 
3 tablespoons coarse 

grain m usta rd 
1 and ½ tablespoons 

lemon juice 
1 and ½ tablespoons Lime juice 
1 and ½ teaspoons salt 
¼ teaspoon pepper 

some 500 recipes; about one- ----------------

3 tablespoons bu tter, divided 
2 tablespoons Aou r 
¼ cup fresh lemon juice 
l cup boiling water 

Method: 

third of them are from the 
orig inal cookbook and the 
rest arc new. A lthough some 
of the historica l recipes have 
been discarded, the association, 
recognizing the rich heritage 
their mothers, grandmoth

grateful that The M iriam 
Foundation lent the Women's 
Association upfront funds 
to produce the cookbook. 
Money ra ised from the sale 
of Simply M ore Delicious wiU 
be donated to close out the 
hospital's capi tal campaign. ers and great-grandmothers 

140 Point Judith Road. N arragansett 
401-284-3282 

MARINER 
GRILLE 

Beef Wellington • Grilled Pizza • Creative Salads 

www.MarinerGrille.com 
Reservations Accepted 

~ 

t<.)~ 

Offering the 
Best Selection of: 

• Fine Wines, Beer, Spirits 

• A Full Selection of 
Kosher Wines 

For All Your Special Occasions 

10% OFF on mixed selections 
FREE delivery with purchase of 1 case or more 

806 Hope Street • Providence 
Phone:401-421-5760 

¼ teaspoon salt 
dash Tabasco 
½ cup sour cream 

Method: 

Melt 2 tablespoons 
butter in saucepan. 

M ix marinade ingredients 
together, and marinate 
chicken at least 2 hours. 

G rill 8 minutes per side 
over low heat, and serve. 

M akes six servings. 

If you're not eating 
CASERTA's you're 
not eating pizza! 

51·'0 OFF 

There's 
Only One 

......:: ~ • • Caserta 

A Rhode Island Tradition for over 50 years 

~ 1SpruceSt 
Providence "On the Hill" 

Par/6ng available 

TAKE OUT 272-3618 or 621-3618 or 621-9190 
JV 

p 401~728~4500 

ore 
Offering a complete line of Landscape & Hardscape se1Vices. 

Visit us on the web at ~ www.paversandmoreonline.com 

--
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Kitchen klutzes and connoisseurs all benefit from Chef's Choice 

With no homework 
or tests, Johnson 
& Wales teaches 

culinary skills and 
ethnic cuisines 

BvNANCY KIRSCH 

nkirsch@jfri.org 

CAN'TDEClDE 
what to ge t fo r 
all the g ift giv ing 
that comes with 

M other's Day, Father's D ay, 
g raduations and weddings? 
In thi s economy, a fun , yet 
practica l and skill s-based , 
g ift - such as J ohnso n & 
W ales (J& W ) Chef's Choice 
class - mig ht fit the bi ll. 

offering more ethnic cook
ing classes. It 's not just 
Italian , but Mexican , 
Portuguese a nd all 
kinds of foods." 

Venice 
Transfo rmed, 
Cool 
Soups and 
Awesome 
Salads, Basic 
C ulinary 
Skills, 
F lavo rs of 
the "Bayou," 
a nd Cooking 
with Fresh 
H erbs 
a re just a 
handful of 
the nea rly 
three-

that is too basic or in ti mi
dated in a course with a 

chef tossing off such 
terms as "roux" and 

"fl ambe" when 
they've neve r 

sc rambled 

Photo from The Jew11h Kirchen 

an egg. 
J&W 

wants to 
create a ne"v 
gene ration of 
people com
forta ble in 
the kitchen , 
so they o ffer 
classes fo r 
children, 
ages 8 to 12, 
and teens, 
ages 13 to 
16, as well 

of classes later in the summer 
that teach different ski ll s. 
Camp tuition is $250 per stu
dent . At the end of each week 
of camp, students prepare a 
lu ncheon buffet for guests. 

Among the most popular 
classes, said M cQuesten , is 
t he Valentine's D ay dinner fo r 
couples; dessert and Italian 
classes are always big hits, 
too. Ideas fo r new classes 
come from those who partici
pate in Chef's Choice classes 
and J& W fac ulty and staff. 
Because other J&W cam 
puses also hold Chef's Choice 
classes , they' ll all excha nge 
ideas wi th one another. While 
they've not been inundated 
with requ= •fo r "cookilil-g 
on a budget," M cQueste n 

W hether you want to send 
your hig h school graduate off 
to college with some basic 
kitchen acumen or you r fath er 
is a whiz in the kitchen, but 
just can't conquer g rilling, 

dozen adult 
classes offered 
between now 
and July, and 

SUCH A LINZERTORT E! You could learn to make something so 
luscious and love ly to look at in Chef 's Choice cooking class. 

as camps. 
A one-week 
Chef's Choice 

said they have the ski lls to 
offe r such instruction, if 
there is suffi cient interes t. 

t he C hef C hoice one-day 
mini -courses could meet all 
your g ift-buying needs. 

The school fir st established 
the C hef's Choice classes 
bac k in the early 1990s, said 
Joanne M cQieste n , di rec
tor of continuing education 
for J& W. "The classes have 
defi nitely g rown ove r the 
yea rs," she said, ua nd we're 

some are a lready sold out. 
Each class is limited to, 
at most , 16 people. W hi le 
the S80 per person tuition 
may seem steep, consider 
that each instructional class 
is three hours long and, 
at the conclusion of class , 
part icipants eat what they've 
made. J& W chefs teach the 
classes and students assist . 
All the classes are taught 
at the D av id Friedman 
Center at 1 W ashi ngto n 

1~Vt1ni Quality Matter o 
far Yaur 1Jinne1~ 

t& Quality 1Jj Yaur ~)ine, 
s f!wuld 'f &i1,, 

fiiJr.l(e iiJ11:tJ(l)C(l)Jr\t ({'.'<OI \\~r:i1me§ ffi.ro:m lilllf((l)tllllmiOl ttlhtle 'l'M(l)Tl <d 

aug_!lRS 
Hours: Mon-Sat 9-10, Sun 12-6 

University Marketplace • 571 North Main St • Providence 
Located next to Whole Foods 

~111 
P tdste Jtl 

New England's 
Premier Wedding, 

Bar & Bat Mitzvah Caterers 
Creative, Custom Menus 

Corporate Functions 

Serving 
Rhode Island 
For All Your 

Kosher Needs! 

t/r. Glatt Kosher 

530 Washington Street 
Stoughton, MA 02072 

(p) 781-297-7995 
(f) 781 -297-7996 

www.aperfecttaste.com 

A Division OI: NAM Catering, Inc. Distinguished Catering For All Occasions 

Avenue, at the school's 
H a rborside Campus off 
Allens Avenue in P rovidence. 

Classes a re offered year
round, in the fall, winter/ 
spring and summer; classes 
are held on Satu rdays and, 
sometimes, on Tuesday and 
Thursday evenings. Classes 
are categor ized fo r beg inners 
(level 1), intermediate (level 
2) and advanced (level 3). 
That keeps participants from 
either being bored in a class 

fo r Kids 
Summer Camp (five mornings 
of three hour sess ions each) 
provides kids with instruc
tion in basic skill s (homemade 
French fries or mac 'n cheese), 
fruit fiesta, hea lthy snacks, 
cookie club and pasta poss ibil
ities. Teens in C hef's Choice 
fo r Teens Summer Ca mp ga in 
instruction in basic ski I ls, 
easy seafood , Mexican cook
ing, pizza and pie ski ll s. For 
those gourmet-hung ry kids 
and teens, t here is a second set 

T cm1•lc llcfll•EI 1•rcsc111s 

SATURDAY, 

tv'\Ay16, 2009 

AT 6:30 p_tv'\. 

TEMPLE BETH-EL 
70 ORCHARD AVE. 

PROVIDENCE, RI 

R emember, you don't have 
to limit your g ift g ivi ng to 
o thers; you may decide t hat 
you wan t to g ive yourself the 
g ift of such classes as Piece 
of Ca ke, Pies, Pies, Pies o r 
Berry D elicious D esserts . 

For more information, 
to enroll or purchase a gift 
certificate, contact wwwjwu. 
edu/chefschoice or call 598-2336. 
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For information or to purchase a ticket, call the temple at 401 -331-6070. 
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Produce ripe for picking, and eating .... almost 
Farmers' markets, 
form stands offer 

array of fresh, local 
foods 

Bv NANCY KIRSCH 

nkirsch@jfri.org AMONG THE newest 
- and certainly th~ 
most famous - veg
table garden initiative 

is the one that Michelle Obama 
recently established on the White 
House lawn. You need not travel 
to Washington, D.C. to find 
fresh, local produce; instead, 
check out a farmers' market or 
farm stand closer to home. 

Truly, spring is right around 
the corner, so it will soon be 
time to start enjoying New 
England's bounty of fresh 
fruits and vegetables. Pack 
up a canvas bag, get on your 
walking shoes, and head out to 
your nearest farmers' market. 

You can get great recipe ideas 
from vendors or fellow shoppers 
and, by walking or biking to 
and from the market, you'll 
reduce your carbon footprint 
and get some valuable exercise. 

While this listing doesn't 
include every single farmers' 
market in Rhode Island or 
nearby M assachusetts, it includes 
many of them. Markets typically 
open between May and June and 
stay open through October or 
November. Keep your eyes peeled 
for signs of your favorite markets. 

PROVIDENCE FARMERS' 

MARKITs 
• Whole Foods' Waterman 

Street store, Wednesdays, 3 to 7 
p.m. 

• Whole Foods' University 
Heights store, Mondays, 3 to 7 
p.m. 

• Lippitt Park on Hope St./ 
Blackstone Blvd., Saturdays, 9:30 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

• Wickenden Street, in the 
Doyle Realty parking lot, Tues
days, 3 to 6 p.m. 

• Brown University, Wriston 
Qyad, Wednesdays, 11 a.m. to 
2p.m. 

• Cranston Armory in Provi
dence's Armory District, Thurs
days, 4 to 7 p.m. 

• Algonquin H ouse, Broad 
Street, Saturdays, 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. 

• Downtown, Kennedy Plaza 
by Burnside Park, Fridays, 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m. 

• Rhode Island College 
campus, Wednesdays, 3:30 to 6 
p.m. 

• Capital Hill 's Department 
of Administration's front lawn, 
Thursdays, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

A QUIDNICK ISLAND FARMERS' 

MARKITs 

• Newport Vineyards & 
Winery, Middletown, Saturdays, 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

• Along Newport's shaded 

• TH E B R I DGE CLUB OF RHODE ISLAND 

CALART TOWER 

4CX) RESERVOIR AVE. • PROVIDENCE, RI 02907 

401 .62 1 .0323 

WWW.BRIDGECLUBRI .COM 

SPRING INTO BRIDGE! 
WELCOME E V ERYONE! 

JOIN US FOR A SATURDAY GAME, APRIL 2S 

ALL LEVELS; A B C 

LITE LUNCH INCLUDED 

GAME TIME @ t 2 NOON 

(95N EXIT 1 6 - 95S TO ROUTE10) 

COME JOIN THE GAME! 

Fredda Korber 

259 County Road 
Barrington, RI 02806 
Direct: 40 I .457.1323 
Office: 40 1.245.9600 
Fax: 401 .245.9636 
fkorber@residentialproperties.com 

"When life says move ... 
I'll help you get there" 

Residential Properties Ltd. 
Have you visited the NEW residentialproperties.com? 

~ 
~ 
~ 

walk, Wednesdays, 2 to 6 p.m. 

BARRINGTON FARMERS' MAilKITs 
• Ace Hardware, Wednesdays, 

3 to 6 p.m. 

• Hains Memorial State Park, 
Wednesdays, 2 to 6 p.m. 

"By walking or biking 
to and from the market, 

you'll reduce your carbon 
footprint and get some 

valuable exercise." 

CRANSTON FARMERS' MARKITs 
• Rhodes on the Pawtuxet 

parking lot, Pawtuxet Village, 
Saturdays, 9 a.m. to noon 

• Whole Foods' Garden City 
store, Tuesdays, 3 to 7 p.m. 

• R.I. Department of Labor 
and Training, Pastore Complex, 

Fridays, 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

EAsr GREENWICH FARMERS' 

MARKET 
• Academy Field, Mondays, 3 

to 7 p.m. 

WARWICK FARMERS' MARKET 

• Goddard State Park, Fridays, 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

W OONSOCKET FARMERS' 

MARKET 
• St. Ann Arts & Cultural 

Center, Tuesdays, 4 to 7 p.m. 

MAssACHUSETfS' MARKETS 

• Gilbert Perry Square, 
downtown Attleboro, Satur

days, 8 a.m. to noon 

• City Hall rear parking lot, 
Taunton, Thursdays, noon to 5 p.m. 

• Kennedy Park, Fall River, 
Saturdays, 7 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

• Ruggles Park, Fall River, 
Wednesdays, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

In the meantime, though, if 
you simply can't wait until after 
Memorial Day to buy straight 
from a local vendor, check out 
the indoor wintertime farmers' 
market that will remain open 
through May. 

Just as pilots welcome their 
passengers to Providence after 
their planes touch down at T.F. 
Green Airport in Warwick, the 
Providence wintertime farmers' 
market is actually in Pawtucket, 
at the Hope Artiste Village, 1005 
South Main St. Hours of opera
tion are 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and, in 
May, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Or, check out one of the many 
farm stands dotting Rhode 
Island's and M assachusett 's roads 
- many of them are only a mile 
or two from the cities in which 
we live or work and have already 
opened for the season. 

Barden Orchards in North 
Scituate, Pippin Orchard Nurser
ies in Cranston, Pezza Farm 
inJohn"ston, Four Town Farm 
in Seekonk, Mass. and Seven 
Arrows Farm in Attleboro may 
be well-known, familiar sites 
to many Voice & Herald read-
ers. There are so many others, so 
expand your horiwns. 

Detailed information on form 
stands, farmers' markets and which 
restaurants and stores sell locally
produced foodstuff, including 
directions to these sites, is at: www. 
farmfreshri.org; www.rifruitgrow
ers.org, or www.visitri.com. 

SAVE THE DATE! 
Tuesday, May 12th 7:00 pm 
Temple Am David, Warwick 

Harry Elkin MID~ASHA Community High School Graduation«! 

Community Teen Awards and Recognition 

Honoring the Ml DRASHA Class of 5769 

Jennifer Dinerman 

Rebecca Dinerman 

James Garber 

Nathan Jablow 

Alannah Johnson 

Cara Kaplan 

Rachel Kerzer 

Sarah Redlich 

~~MIDr8SH6 

Hannah Rome 

Ethan Selinger 

Alexandra Smith 

Brian Veltri 

Jessica Waterman 

il ~ 71 f) • ~~.:n:~~'o'd' 

Recognizing our community's teens 

Is rael T r.ivelers 

Resnik Award Winners 

Perelman Family Madrichim Program Partici pants 

Jewish Civics Initiative Participants 

II~ Bureau of )~wish Education of Rhode Island 

Ill;. A partner agency of the Jewish Federation of a:ar,a. Rhode Island 

For more information, contact 
Jamie Richma n at jricliman@bjeri.org or 

401 331-0956 x181 
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Matzah makers 
Steak recipe a welcome addition to spring menu 

Kosher caterer offers a 1 .......___ ,,._ , ... • - · ··•. · & 

favorite recipe to try 
at home 

Editor's Note: 1he Voice & 
Herald sought recipes from the 
area's kosher caterers to welcome 
spring. We'll feature other favorites 
in upcoming issues of1he Voice & 
Herald; this recipe comes from Neil 
M orris, president ofNRM Cater
ing, of Stoughton, Mass. 

STEAK P EBR.E 

Ingredients for steaks: 

3/4 teaspoon ground cumin 
1/ 2 teaspoon of musta rd seed 
3/4 teaspoon kosher salt, 

divided 
Ben Stone, 4, son of Andrew and Mindy Stone of Providence, 
grinds wheat to make flour for matzah, as Rabbi Yet,oshua 

vlaufer watches. 

1/2 teaspoon ground pepper 
(can mix with red if more spice 
desired) 

~ 

□ 
~ -:-~-, 

1/2 teaspoon paprika 
2 -IO-ounce steaks, trimmed 
2 teaspoons canola oil 

Ingredients for Pebre sauce : 

1/2 cup finely chopped Vidalia 
onion 

1 large tomato, seeded and 
diced 

1 sma U yellow pepper diced 
1/2 cup chopped sweet pep

pers 

JCCRI PRESCHOOL STUDENTS participated in the Chabad
sponsored Matzah Factory on Wednesday, April 1, 

1/3 cup chopped fres h ci lantro 
2 tablespoons minced Serrano 

pepper 
2 tablespoons cider vinega r 
1-2 cloves fresh ga rlic, minced 

(2 w ill kick it up a notch) 
at the JCCRI. 

/ 

Where ca n Jewish teens continue their connection to the 
Jewish community and take advantage of a wide variety 
of innovative and engaging learning, service and soc ial 
opportunities? 

I 

The Harry Elkin MIDRASHA 

Community High School 

of the Bureau of Jewis h Education of Rhode Is land 

If you're a Jewish teen enrolling in 8th -12th grade next 
year, or the parent of a teen, please join us to learn more 
about the exciting opportunities at MIDRASHA. 

Sunday, May 3rd at 9:00 am 

Temple Emanu-EI, Providence 

Community 

,, f,,, p 

=--MIDrBSHa 
ill!/11[)• ;,~" ,;, 

Repairing the World 

pf10 l'PJ1 

Text Study 

>l'l.!,r .,~rr 
For more information, contact 

Jamie Richman, Community Education Coordinator 

at jrichman@bjeri.org_or 401 331-0956 x181 

1/4 teaspoon kosher salt 

Ingredients for pla te prepara tion: 

2 avocados, pitted and peeled 

Method for stea ks: 

Ivlix cumin , mustard seed, 
1/2 teaspoon salt and pepper 
in a small bowl. Rub the spice 
mixture even.ly over both sides 
of steaks. 
H eat oil in a large ovenproof 
skillet over medium-high. 

Add the steaks and cook just 
until browned, 1 to 2 minutes 
per side. 

Transfer the pan to the oven 
and roast the steaks 5 to 7 min
utes for medium-rare (depending 
on thickness) use meat ther
mometer and remember that the 

meat will continue to cook once 
out of the oven 

Remove steaks from pan and 
let rest for 5 minutes. 

Method for Pebre sa uce : 

Combine the onion, tomato, 
yellow pepper, sweet peppers, 
cilantro, Serrano pepper, cider 
vinega r, ga rlic and 1/4 teaspoon 
salt in a medium bowl. 

Preheat oven to 325°F. 

Method for plate preparation: 

Mash avocados with the 
remaining 1/4 teaspoon salt in a 
small bowl and add squeeze of 
fresh lemon juice. 

Serve steak sliced thin and 
over avocado and top it with 
Pebre sauce. 

Carol Schneider 
Member of the 

Ir,. 

#l Gammons Team 
Realtor s ince 1983 

• Multi-million dolla r producer 

• Serving all of Rhode Island 

~ Prudential 
J Gammons Realty 

Excreding 
your expectations 

401-374-3774 

<I> E-mail: carols1949@gmail.com ® 
0 1005, An independently owned and operated member of Prudential Reill Estate Affiliates, In<.. 

Prudential is a service mark ofThe Prudential Insurance Company of America, Equal HousingOpponunity 

The tme meaning of lift is to plant trees under 
whose shade you do not expect to sit .. 

Nelson Henderson 

Include Providence Public Library in your will . 
One of the most enduring acts of your lifetime. 
To learn more: 401 .455.8011 or www.provlib.org. 
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Yehuda Lev, family and friends celebrate seder at Summit Commons 
We pray to appreciate and 

value life, even in the midst 
of chaos and unwelcome 

change 

Bv R osA MARIA P EGUEROS 

Special to The Voice & H erald 

Last June, my husband Yehuda Lev, 82, 
collapsed. In the months that fallowed, he 
has alternated between several week-long 
sojourns in hospital and living in a nursing 

home because the nature of his illness makes 
it impossible far him to be cared far at home. 
Traditionally, we had hosted a large Pesach 

seder far as many as 25 people. This year, my 
daughter and I struggled with our choices: 

Should we .forego our celebration and go to 
other people's homes? Should we go ahead 
and host it without him? Should we have 

our seder and connect to him with Skype, 
an I nternet video connection? Finally we 

decided to do the seder al his nursing home. 
I t was small; 12 of us - only our extended 

family and closest friends. 

The fallowing is the drash, or commentary 
I wrote to welcome our guests to the seder. 

FOR M E, Pesach is a holiday 
laden with memory. It was on 
Pesach that I fi rst felt Ari move 
within me during my pregnancy. 

W e shared Pesach with Yehuda's mother 
and stepfather several times, and I have 
wonderfu l memories of them on those 
occasions. Then, there are all the seders 
that we have shared with all of you. 

It is wonderful that, in spite of 
the difficu lties of the last year, we 
are all together here in Yehuda's 
home away from home. 

You build a life and you believe that 
you have some control over it, and then 
an accident occurs, or a sudden illness, 
and you find that the life you ca re
fully constructed will sweep you along, 
like a fi sh in a river, and you have little 
control over anything. You are left to 
wonder at the arbitrary natu re of life, 
at the chaos that now rules your life, 
and to pray for the strength to meet 
the unfamiliar challenges that lurk just 
out of view. Mathematicians say that 
the nature of life is chaos . Unlike many 
things that they assert, this las t year 
has made me understand th is concept. 
And we, ever human, try to impose 
our small bit of order over the chaos. 

-
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PJ Library 
MARCIE GREENFIELD
SIMONS, director of the PJ 
Library, Harold Grinspoon, 
PJ Library visionary, Nancy 
Hoffenberg and Molly Hof
fenberg after she received 
the PJ Library book, Legend 
of Freedom Hill, by Linda 
Jacobs Altman. This was the 
500,000th book delivered by 
the PJ Library. 

' 

Yehuda Lev 

As Henry D avid Thoreau, sa id , in 
Walden, "Time is but the stream I go 
a- fi shing in . I drink at it; but while 
I drink I see the sandy bottom and 
detect how shallow it is. I ts thin cur
rent slides away, but eternity remains. 
I would d rink deeper; fis h in the sky, 
whose bottom is pebbly wi th stars." 

As I prepared for the seder this year, 
I was thi nking that the Israelites had 
to leave the familiar oppression oflife 
in Egypt for the great unknow n of life 
in the desert: Where wou ld they sleep? 
Where would they get water? Where 
wou ld they get wheat to make thei r 
bread~ What flora and fauna would they 
find to feed themselves and their chil
dren? Slavery was horrid but wandering 
in a desert for an indefinite time, which 
ultimate ly turned out to be 40 yea rs -

"Teach me to embrace 
the mystery, God. 

Remind me to enjoy 
the ride." 

Rabbi Naomi Levy 

almost rwo generations - was terrifying 
Small wonder that they wept with 

joy at the magical manna that appeared 
so they could make their bread , or 
that, in a ra re moment of doubt, Moses 
struck the rock twice to draw water 
for hi s multitudes. In the midst of the 
dese rt, it is hard to imagine that we will 
su rvive ou r terror and uncertainty. 

So here we are, and to the ques-
tion, "How is this night different from 
all other nights?" we add this answer 
to the traditiona l answers: Tonight, 
we are acutely aware of the transitory 
nature oflife, in a way we have never 
been before, and I offer_ this "Prayer fo r 
Embracing Life's Mysteries" by Rabbi 
Naomi Levy: "Teach me to bend with 
life, how to repair what I can repai r, 
how to live with my questions, how 
to rejoice in Your wo nders. W hen I 
am faced with events that baffle and 
astound me, help me to transform my 
fru stration into humility and awe. 
Teach me to embrace the mystery, God. 
Remind me to enjoy the ride. Thank 
you. God, fo r thi s spectacular life." 

R osa Maria Pegueros is an associate 

p rofessor of Latin American H isto,y and 
Women's Studies at the University of R hode 
I sland. H er email is p egueros@uri.edu 

We are pleased to announce . . . 

Brian G. Goldstein 
Bw.at;fuf ':besign :ll,at WoJs 

We're read 
coverto 
cover! 

1he JEWISH Vmrn & lmw.o 

has joined the finn and will be focusing his practice 
in the areas of 

Estate Planning, Probate & Real Estate 

Jeffrey B. Pine, Pd 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

• C riminal Defense 

• Personal Inju ry/ S erious Acc idents 

• C ivil and Business Litigat ion 

• D ivorce and Family Law 

• Probate, Estate P lanning & Real Estate 

FREE CONSULTATIONS 
Jeffery B. Pine 

Attom,y Gcn<ral 199.1-1999 
Summit Plaza 

Attorneys: 
Jeffrey B. Pine 

Harris K. Weiner 
Brian G. Goldsrein 

231 Old Tower Hill Rd . 

Wakefield, Rl 

401.788.9100 

321 South Main St. 

Suite 302 
Providence, Rl 

401.351.8200 

Email: jbp@pinelaw.com • www.pinelaw.com 
The RI Supreme Court licenses all lawyers in the general practice of law. 

The Court does not license or certify any lawyers as an expert or specialist in any field or practice 
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SUSAN SYMONDS 
INTERIOR DESIGN, LLC 
68 Tn.Mk Strtt1 • Pro-tklnttt RI 
~com • 401173.9296 
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Janna Gur delights, entertains, educates and feeds crowd 

A little food history, , · '· 
a little cooking, a lot 
of fun at the CRC 

sponsored event 

BY NANCY K IRSCH 

nkirsch@jfri.org-JANNA GUR, the Israeli 
author of 7he Book of N ew 
Israeli Food, published by 
Schocken Books, spoke and 

gave a cooking demonstration 
to the community on M arch 
31 at Johnson & Wales Uni
versity's Harborside Campus. 
Nearly 100 people attended the 
event, which drew rave reviews 
from those who attended. 

The Community Rela
tions Council of the Jewish 
Federation of Rhode Island 
sponsored the event. 

Gur wrote to the CR C's 
Avi Nevel who was gracious 
enough to translate her e-mail 
into English. She .wrote, in 
part: "Yesterday, I fini shed my 
tour and now I am in beautiful 
Napa, Calif. I look back and am 
reminded of all the good people 
who helped to create this visit. 
The event in Providence was 
one of the highlights, from my 
point of view, from production, 
the warm welcome, the great 
company and the reception for 
my book. It was just great!" 

• 
CAMP!QB!EN'S POND 

www.campJorl.com 
• New features for Day camp 
• Transportation from 

Providence and Warwick, 
• Two week sessions starting 

June 30 through August 19 
• Increased activity choices 
• Wednesday night overnights 
• Getting ready to step into 

overnight camping 
• Spirited family style 

meals in our dining hall 
• Dietary laws observed 
• Programs provided 

by our Israeli staff 

FOR REG/STRATTON INFORMATTON CONTACT: 
CAMP JORI, 1065 Worden's Pond, Wakefield, RI 
CALL: 401-463-3170 
Email : campjori@hotmail.com 

JOiiNsoN & WAlf.s 
UN1vERstTy 

5' (},HIit! 'e (JH-4-i#nmentd-

High quality decorative items , 
arl, antiques & furn iture . 

·Accepti ng consignments now 

398 Wic k e nden Street, Providence 
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A family in Of akim 
Instant friends, 

lasting relationships 

I WOULD LIKE to tell you 
about a fam ily that lives 
in a town in Israel called 
Ofakim. I first became 

friendly with this family's oldest 
son in the army when we were 

Daniel 
Stieglitz 

placed in the 
same division of 
our squadron . 
We became 
instant friends 
upon learning 
from our com
manders that 
we shared a 
common inter
est of wanting 
to attend the 

army's medic training course. 
We cheered for each other when 
news came that we had both been 
guaranteed a spot in the course. 

As we progressed together 
through the course our friendship 
grew even stronger. Eventually, 
my friend started inviting me 
to come to visit his family for 
Shabbat. After a while he was so 
persistent that I had to accept. 
A short while before this visit 
took place, my friend confided 
in me about his family's current 
difficult economic situation. 

After being hit by some 
major financial troubles last year 
(through no fault of their own 
and having to do with a string 
of bad events) the fa mily was 
forced to leave their comfo rtable 
lifestyle in Beersheva and move 
to the nea rby town ofOfa kim . 
H owever, my upcoming visit 
would show me that based on 
their attitude and outlook on 
life, it was hard to imagine that 
they had lost anything at all . 

I had never heard of Ofakim 
before my journey there, that 
Shabbat Eve. I learned very 
quickly that one of the reasons 
it is such an affordable place to 

live is because it is one of the 
many towns near the Gaza 
border, and is often the target of 
Hamas rockets that are launched 
into Israeli territory. One way 
or another I knew I was in for 
a unique Shabbat experience. 

Upon entering the family's 
small apartment I was instantly 
given a warm greeting and 
smiles by my friend, his parents, 
younger brothers and sisters, and 
the latest addition to the family, 
a baby boy who is only a few 
months old. It was here that I saw 
a relatively large family living in 
a small apartment, each of them 
having to share a room with 
more then one sibling. None
theless, from this moment on, 
I was treated much like a king 
by each member of the family. 

At the slightest hint of hunger 
I was cooked my own personal 
meal on the spot. Later, while 
attempting to clean up my plate 
from the table I was nearly 
tackled by several members of the 
family who insisted that I remain 
seated and relaxed while they 
took care of that for me. This was 
soon followed by a cup of warm 
tea served with fresh mint leaves. 

At the Shabbat dinner table 
later that night I saw nothing 
but joy in their hearts as they 
sang, shared stories of their week, 
and each took turns holding the 
baby. In the middle of the meal 
there was a knock at the door 
from a friend who had come 
to inform them of the birth of 
his son and invite them to a 
celebration in the synagogue 
the following morning. Upon 
hea ring of their friencJ/s joyous 
news they pulled him into the 
apartment and started danc-
ing with him in the middle of 
the living room to show how 
happy they were fo r him and his 
family. At the conclusion of the 
meal the mother reminded the 
children to thank their father 
for providing such a beau ti-

ful meal for the entire family. 
On Shabbat day I was exposed 

to even more of the family's joy 
and kindness. H owever, during 
the first of two Shabbat visits 
to their home, this uplifting 
atmosphere was temporarily 
broken when we heard army 
jets flying overhead. We became 
curious as to what could be hap
pening to necessitate the Israeli 
Army's breaking of Shabbat. We 
later found out that an air strike 
on Gaza had just begun. And 
later that evening I was given a 
reality check when I heard my 
first "Code Red" rocket warn
ing, followed by the faint sound 
of a Qassam rocket falling 
several miles in the distance. 

At the end of my second visit 
I was given a Kosher far Pesach 
cookbook as a gift to pass on to 
my mother, a delicious fi sh recipe 
to give to my father, and a draw
ing of a dove given to me by one 
of the brothers to keep fo r myself 

Before departing from their 
home after each visit I tried 
to convey how truly grateful I 
was. Not just fo r being given a 
place to stay for Shabbat, but 
fo r having the opportunity to 

see a family with so much love 
and joy in their hearts, despite 
the hard ti mes they've had to 
endure over the last year. 

After the Ii rst visit I was given 
an even greater reali ty check to 
learn that a H amas rocket had 
landed just 100 meters from their 
home the day after I had left. 
The thought of how much this 
fa mily has lost in the last year 
and how much more still they 
couJd have lost if that rocket had 
landed just a few meters closer 
chills me to the bones. And yet, 
they still celebrate life in all its 
glory because they realize that 
no matter what they lose, all 
they truJy need is one another. 

Daniel Stieglitz can be reached 
at dstieglitz@gmail.com. 

DANIEL STIEGLITZ'S new-found friends, the family from Ofakim. , 

TECH CAMPS 
0 •na1Drive.com 1-888-70° 

America's #1 Tech Camp for ages 7-18 held at: 

Brown University 
Merrimack College • Sacred Heart • Columbia 
Stanford University • Smith College • MIT & more! 

• Filmmaking 
• Programming 
• Robotia & morel 

UNFORGETTABLE FUN, 

INCOMPARABLE 

SURROUNDINGS 

REGlffiR TODAY! s,,. wi11> Code RH23 I 

Camp Jori has been pa.rt of the 
RI Jewish community since 1937 

I"'-- beautiful , ne wly developed campus 
72-acre si te 

mag n ifi ce n t waterfro nt 

soi li ng , canoe ing, kayaking 
s pa cious cabins 
comp re hensive programming 

expa nsive r ec hall 

s ports fie lds and co urts 
dini ng hall wi th a n in s p iring view 
t wo swimmi ng poo ls 

protected environment 

highly ski lled, coring staff 
warm , fr iend ly atmos phere 
fa mily fe e ling Located in 

Wakefield, RI. 
Kosher dietary 

OVERNIGHT CAMP 
TWO FOUR-WEEK 

lows observed . 

SESSIONS 

GRADES 2 · 10 

DAY CAMP 
FOUR TWO-WEEK 

SESSIONS 

AGES 6 TO 9 

Reaching up 
A program for children with special needs 

Two - two week sessions 

Ages 11 -14 

FOR REGISTRATION INFORMATION CAll: 
401-463-3110 

WEB: WWW.CAMPJORI.COM 

E-MAIL: CAMPJORI @HOTMAIL.CO~ 

• 
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'Thinking jobs' valuable for longevity, mental acuity 

Pranks, practical "''-''- -'-- --' ----'· '·--··· '- -··· While she doe::>u L tu1uw uuw 
to use a computer, she said, "I 

jokes part of 
centenarians past 

practices 

8Y NANCY KIRSCH 

nkirch@jfri.org 

do my math long-hand and then 
check it against the calcula-
tor to see that I was right." 

PRACTICAL JOKES AND HUMOR 

HELP 

Even at age 100, Kwasha 
has a wickedly funny sense of 
humor, as she recounted pranks 
she pulled on people, and some 
pranks others pulled on her. 

She surprised her colleagues 
Photo by Nancy Kirsch 

"I was able to save 
10 German Jewish 
boys. Maybe that 

was my reason for 
being at Ft. Sam 

Houston." 0 FALL the ques
tions thrown at 
her, there was only 
one she couldn't 

answer: "Which was the first 
presidential election you voted 
in and whom did you vote for>" 

- pipe-smoking officers - at an 
important meeting with the 
"brass" from Washington, D.C. 
by pulling out a corncob pipe 

CHARLOTTE "LOTTIE" KWASHA, with Mayor David Cicilline, at her 
100th birthday party celebration at Epoch on Blackstone on Feb. 12. 

Kwasha worked as the national 
service officer at the Jewish War 
Veterans for 39 years, until she 
"retired" at 72. She then volun
teered there until she was 83. · 

"I've always had jobs that 
required thinking, so maybe 
that's why I'm still healthy and 
alert," said Kwash. "Everyone 
should be working, I don't care 
how much money you have." 

Editor's Note: Part One ef the 
interview with Charlotte "Lottie" 
Kwasha appeared in the April 3 
issue ef1he Voice & Herald. 1his 
is "the rest ef the story." 

and saying, "light me up." Years 
later, after reading a newspaper 
story about Army officer who had 
flown missions over the base she 
was stationed at in the Philip
pines, she called him and asked a 
series of questions, all to estab
lish that he had truly fl own the 
missions described in the story. 

She then lobbed the $64,000 
question at him, "When you 
flew over that lake, did you see a 
naked woman (with a dimple on 

her rear end) shinnying up the 
water pipe? That naked woman," 
Kwasha laughed , "was me." 

Her younger sister, Babe, had 
no desire to enlist , as Kwasha 
had, and told the Navy, "Give me 
a direct commission or nothing 
- I'm a teacher, I'm not enlist
ing." After they eventually said 
"yes," Babe had two dolls made 
for Kwasha: a WAC (symbol
izing Kwasha) saluting the Navy 
officer (representing Babe), and 

Our Residents 

At EPO CH, there is no age limit on education and the learning process. 
In fact, we are dedicated to helping our residents keep their minds sharp 
through a wide variety o( engaging activities and programs including: 

• Brain Fitness 
Programs 

• Current Event · 
Discussions 

• Film Courses 
• Guest Speakers 

• Book Clubs • Poetry Readings • And Much More! 
• Drama Programs 

~ 
· lEPOCH® 

S ENIOR L I V I N G 

on Blackstone Boulevard 

353 Blackstone Boukvard • Providence, RI 

401-273-6565 

~ 
lEPOCIHI® 

ASS I S TED , I V IN G 

on the East Side 

One Butler Avenue • · Providence, RI 

401-275-0682 

www.epochsl.com 

Join Us for Our Upcoming Events 

Monday, May 18 • 4:30 p.m. 
EPOCH on Blackstone Blvd. 

Dr. Nanda, Medical Director and 
Brown University's Program 

Director of Geriatric Medicine/ 
Fellowship Program, will discuss 

Gerontology and the aging process. 

Wednesday, May 27 
National Senior Health & Fitness Day 

EPOCH on the East Side 
10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

EPOCH on Blackstone Blvd. 
11:00 a.m. -1-:00 p.½ 

another of the Navy officer issu
ing a command. Those dolls have 
accompanied Kwasha ever since. 

ANll-SEMJTISM, LIFE IN 

TH£ M111TARY 

"When I was stationed at 
Ft. Sam H ouston," Kwasha 
recalled , "I was able to save 10 
German Jewish boys (who had 
come to this country before 
W orld War II). I was worried 
what would happen to them 
if they were sent to fight in 
Europe - so I macje sure they 
were sent to the Pacific Theater. 
Maybe that was my reason for 
being at Ft. Sam H ouston." 

The anti-Semitism she wit
nessed in the military and, later, 
with the Jewish W ar Veterans, 
was far from subtle. "No Jew 
will get a promotion in my unit," 
one of her uni t commanders 
had said to her, about a medical 
unit she'd established. Unfazed, 
Kwasha shot back, "No Jew 
wants to work with a thick
headed I rishman like you." 

After her military service 
with the Women's Air Corps, 

LIFE AS A CENTENARIAN 

After all these years, nothing 
surpri ses her and very little wor
ries her. She..-does worry, though, 
about the current financial crisis: 
"I used to buy stocks on my 
lunch hour," she said, and now, 
"stocks have done me dirty." 

Kwasha said, 'Tm concerned. I 
used to have plenty of money, but 
no one knows what will happen 
now. I am as frugal as possible, 
but I am used to good things." 

Nothing disrupts her seren
ity, even d iscussions of death. 
"What will be, will be;' she 
said, completely unperturbed. 
"I've seen and done so much 
and when the man upstairs 
decides, it'll happen." 

In the meantime, Kwasha 
doesn't dwell on what will be. As 
reading is her favorite pastime, 
she reads everything that comes 
her way. Bridge and knitting 
are no more, though she still 
plays bingo and solitaire. 

!?o you,,ever get bored, Lottie? 
Never. 

We are pleased to i;innounce ... 

Brian G. Goldstein · 
has joined the firm and will be focusing his practice 

in the areas of 

Estate Planning, Probate & Real Estate 

Jeffrey B. Pine, Pc 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

• Criminal Defense 

• Personal Injury / Serious Accidents 

• Civil and Business Litigation 

• Divorce and Family Law 

• Probate,'Estate Planning & Real Estate 

FREE CONSULTATIONS 
Jeffery B. Pine 

Auorm:_y General 1993~1999 
Summit Plaza 321 South Main St. 

Attorneys: 
Jcfli-cy B. Pine 

Harris K. Weiner 
Brian G. Goldsrcin 

231 Old Tower Hill Rd . 

Wakefield, RI 
401.788.9100 

Suite 302 

Providence, RI 

401.351.8200 

Email: jbp@pinelaw.com • www.pinelaw.com 
The RI Supreme Court licenses all lawyers in the general practice of law. 

The Court does not license or certify any lawyers as an expert or specialist in any field or practice 



COMMUNITY 

Can you help name the new 
kosher food pantry? 

PROVIDENC E - The Torah 
commands us to "Open your 
hand to the poor and needy in 
your land." As a Jewish com
munity, helping our fellow 
Jews who struggle with life's 
basic needs is a mitzvah. To 
respond to the current situation, 
AgeWell RI is establishing 
the first kosher food pantry for 
members of the Jewish com
munity of greater Rhode Island. 

Yiddish 
shmoozers 
welcome 

Rabbi Franklin 
PROVIDENCE - Rabbi Wayne 
Franklin, senior rabbi at Temple 
Emanu-El, will address the 
Yiddi,h shmoozers at their next 
meet-
ing. The 
meeting 
will also 
include a 
Yiddish 
language 
lesson, 
a sing
along of 
nostalgic 
Yiddish 
songs 
and 
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Rabbi Wayne 
Franklin 

storytelling by the members. 
The meeting will be held on 

Friday, April 24 at the Jewish 
Community Center of Rhode 
Island OCCR), 401 Elmgrove 
Ave., Providence, from 9:30 to 
11:30 a.m. For more informa
tion, contact Sue Suis at the 
JCCRI, at 851-8800, ext. 108. 

The kosher food pantry wil l 
be a critica l resource for needy 
families of all ages. 

AgeWell RI , a collaboration 
of Jewish Sen iors Agency of 
Rhode lsland,Jewish Fami ly 
Service, and the Jewish Com
munity Center of Rhode Island , 
needs a name fo r its new pantry. 
Please email Susan Adler at@ 
sadler-jeri@jsari.org by May 18 
with your entry for a name. The 
winning names and more infor
mation on the dropoff locations 
for food and financial donations 
for the new kosher food pantry 
will be announced in a future 
issue of 1he Voice & Herald. 

Mohegan Sun offers 
musical entertainment 

for Cranston Guild 
CRANSTON - The Cranston 
Senior Guild will meet on 
Wednesday, May 6 at 1 p.m. 
at Temple Torat Yisrael, 330 
Park Ave., Cranston. Temple 
Am David's Cantor Rick Perl
man will entertain the group, 
and a raffie and refreshments 
will follow the meeting. 

On Wednesday, May 13, the 
Guild will travel to Mohegan 
Sun in Connecticut. The cost is 
$20 per person, including a SlO 
food credit and $10 in free bets. 

Both events are open to members 
and non-members of the Guild. 
For more information, contact 
Judah Rosen at 942-0985. 
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Photo courtesy of RI Hadassah 

THE "GO GREEN" Hadassah Donor Committee in the Roger Williams Park Botanical Gardens 
greenhouse, from left, co-chair Barbara Portney, co-chair Monika Curnett, Rena Dressler, 

Judy Schoenfeld, Miriam Plitt and Michele Keir. 

RI Hadassah' s green garden party 
Bv MICHELE KE1R 

Special to 1he Voi:e & Herald 

With a theme of"Go Green" 
at the Rhode Island Chapter 
ofHadassah's annual donor 
dinner on April 5, the Roger 
Williams Park Botanical 
Gardens' lush greenhouse 

was the perfect setting. 
Daniel Marwil, M.D., 

motivated the audience with 
his presentation, "The G reen
ing of the Environment" and 
Sweet Adelines lnternational's 
barbershop quartet was the 
perfect entertainment for the 
evening. In keeping with the 

evening's theme, Michele Keir 
and Rena Dressler designed 
centerpieces made, in part, 
from recycled Voice & Herald 
newspapers; and guests 
received goody bags from 
the Rhode Island Resource 
Recovery Corporation. 

AIPAC holds 10th annual dinner 
BOSTON, Mass. - The 
Honorable Cory A Booker, 
mayor of Newark, NJ., will be 
the featu red speaker at the 10th 
annual leadership dinner of The 
American Israel Public Affairs 

, f'I,.; ..... ; ·~-.,~_;;-·~ ., 

Committee (AIPAC) New 
England Region. The event, on 
Sunday, May 17, begins with 
a cocktail reception at 5:30 
p.m. and the dinner program 
at 6:30 p.m., and will be held 

-elebrate 
-srael 

at the Westin/Copley Place, 10 
Huntington Ave., Boston, Mass. 

For more information or tickets, 
contact Naomi Muta at 617-399-
2542 or nedinner@aipac.org. 

Independence 
at the 

JC_Q 
~ood•Ave..,gro~ nce 

ay, April 29th 
S:0'o-8:00p.m. 

~= -- - ---
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Business and Professional Directory 

APPLIANCES 

Stainless Refrigerators and Ranges 

•.a..-L--~ 

SPECIALIZING IN RECONDITIONED AND 

SCRATCH & DENT HIGH-END APPLIANCES 

416 Roosevelt Ave.• Central Falls• RI 
401-450-6750 

KilchenGuvs.com 
Dryers • Dishwashers • Cooktops • Washers 

AFFORDABLE HousIN<; 

ava 

The GOVERNOR is a proud pro~dor of quality 
affordable housing for perso1116l+ witti qualifying 

These homes are contained within a beautifully 
reitored 1860's convent on die East Side of 
Providence. We encourage you to visit the property. 

125 Governor Street+ Providence 
Call: 401-272-3360 

E-mail:_th~_<Jvernor@winnco.com 

ANTIQUES 

ANTIQUE 
~SITIONS 

STU ALTMAN 
401-331-SOLD (7653) 

DOWNSIZING ? FORECLOSING ? MOVING ? 

BUYING: 

ADVERTISING, BOOKS, CLOCKS, FOUNTAIN PENS, GLASS 
LAMPS, LIGHTERS, MILITARY, PAINTINGS, PAPER, PHOTOS, 

POTTERY, RADIOS, SILVER, SPORTS, TOYS, WATCHES, ETC. 

CENTRAL EXCHANGE ANTIQ!JES 
781-344-6763 

WE BUY: 

♦ SILVER 6 SILVEHPLATE 

• Jewelry 
• China, Glass 
♦ Accessories 
♦ ANYTHING OLD DI UNUSUAL 

ANTIQUES 

0'1'1s & ~'Pl'1 ,abJ~g 
An eclectic boutique with a fine selection of affordable 

Furnishings, Lighting, Art & Costume Jewelry 
ranging from Victorian to I 950's & Danish 
Modem with almost everything in between! 

285 Bullocks Point Ave~ Hours of Operation 
Riverside, Rl 02915 Tue. & Thur. 12-8 
(401) 433-3333 Wed. Fri. Sat. Sun. 10-4 

BARIB . .\R Mrrzr\H & E\'E\T LoCAno,s 

AMALFI FINE CATERING 
NARRAGANSETT 

% tea Caterer of tf1£ 'Year 
<By 1/if,OIU IsfanaJ{ospitafity .:{, 'Tourism 

40 I . 792.35 39 - www.amalficatcrcrs.com 

CHESTER HOUSE FINE CATERING 
WESTERLY 

Exquisite Country Style Elegance 
401.S96.8222 - www.thechc, terhou,e.com 

{fjf(>t,( (1/1,t,,J (}_Jµtt1,,.,? CiSQJftdJ~ {]//- r;;-~ 
~a,e,,,.t,.? 

COI~S 

WE BUY COINS 
• GOLD COINS WE BUY & SELL RARECOINS, ----....1 

'

·RARECOINS BUWON&GOLDJEWELRY NOWAVAILABI.E :~:~CY Eagle Silver Dollar,, 
• GOLD JEWELRY & WATCHES nrn Gold Coin,& Estate 
• ANTIQUES, ffiRLING SILVER -.JI Jewelry and Silver, 

• COINS&BARS PRICES ProofSets,Coin& 
• US ANO FOREIGN Stamp Albums 
• PCGS-NGC authorized 

PODIIIJ COIN IXCIWIGL INl 
769 Hope St., Providence 

SAME LOCATION 39 YEARS · LC 8041 

Serving banks, attorneys, estates 
and the public for over 4-0 years. 

401-861-1640 

CoMPCTER REPAIR & SERVICE 

EMERGENCY SERVICE 
Maintenance/Repair • On-Site Service 

Networking• Installation/Set-Up 
Network Video Surveillance 

Virus/Spyware Removal 
Call Eric Shorr 

331-0196 · 
toll free 

800-782-3988 

&.t.t!.ILJ!.t 

• • HTA 
Computers • TVs Services & Repair 
• MAC • PC • UNIX • 
On·Site Services • Installation. 
Database-driven web applications: FlleMaker • MySQL. 
Networks • Internet Security • VPN. 

Emergency Computer Repair. 

CALL 401-714-4513 

~o~ Larry B. Parness 
S A 

MA 

Tax Preparation • Financial Planning 
Business Consultant 

401-454-0900 • parnessl@ix.netcom.com 
128 Dorrance St. •Suite 520 • Providence, RI 02903 

You 've known me for your taxes .. . 
Now see me for the rest of your financial story. 

HEALTH 
More than 17 years experience 

Worked in one ol the nation's first lyrnphedema clinics in N.Y.C. 

'' nru·n',.. I\Aaa 11 1a1 lu■■n, , n. DR. VOuu--

• Lymph edema • 
Pre-Surgery Preparation , Pre/ Post Cosmetic Surgery 

Post-Surgery Recovery , Stress Reduction · 
l/!f!lta House calls available on the F.ast Side of Providence 

_,- Polly C. Jiacovelh, LjJ.1'., c. L.'l'., L.A .:i.A. 
NAVA Lr® 401-861-2125 

odiura S. 1'f eve(, 'M'I> 

Gynecology ' 

725 Reservoir Avenue 
Suite 100 

Cranston, RI 02910 
401-272-2562 

Fax 401-272-9617 
e-mail nevelmd@hotmail.com 

1- ~ I 110J•ffersonBlrd.1SulteC• Worwlck,Rl•www.pctrouble.com I 

1i,1;1:i1~1111:f.i1•lli3:Cti(•lii'.Al111J~:Ell•l•l ►1~'1'E•11J~;ji ►1ll[rl(•lliiitti~ 

I) 

3 1!1112!2§£ tJ 112212!! 1 SJ ■ 
FRANK ZASLOFF • 401-421-4111,ext.160 

E-mail: fzasloff@jfri.org 

READ US ON-LINE WWW.JVHRI.ORG 
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Voice & Herald Classifieds 
3BEDROOM SUMMER RENTAL EAST SIDE APARTMENT PAWTUCKET HOUSE 4 surrounded by elder care 
APARTMENT BED 3 BATH Facilities. Please, no smokers 

House in town, 3 Bed/2Bath Sunny 2 Bedroom 2nd Floor. or pets. Laundry On-site. 
Oak Hill/East Side, 697 East walk to beach Othmar Porch, Parking, Washer/ Newly Renovated Home. $625 AVAILABLE NOW 310-

Avenue. Eat-in-kitchen, den, Street. Bi-monthly or Dryer Super Quiet Location. 429-8751 
off-street parking, washer/ Monthly401-345-3797 Hook-Up $850 Month plus Available May 1" Please No 
dryer. No smoking permitted Utilities 401 -742-5943 Smokers or Pets. Washer 
$775 a month plus utilities. 3,d 

CLEAN HOUSES/APPTS/ COMPANION NEEDED Dryer, some off street parking. 
Floor. $1,100 call 310-429-8751 . 

Contact Jeffrey Brier 401 - OFFICES 
For woman with early PAWTUCKET 1 BED 1 837-4475 or jgbrier@aol.com 

Rel iable, use all natural Dementia, A few hours daily, BATH APARTMENT For photo & more details 
check craigslist. products, Excellent references in RI area.Call Barbara: 91 4-

Home: 434-5673Cell: 595- 776-6153for details. First floor heal/hot water 
NARRAGANSETT 9944 

ffO!\clE C0:\1PUTER NETWORK TECHNOLOGY 

,I Kendal l Drive Lincoln. Ill 02865 pho11c: 40 1·569-8040/10 1-Hh>267 

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

The Largest Bath 
Showroom in Rhode Island 

Style at V Discounted Prices® 

Fall River, MA 
1-508-675-7433 

ID.,, --- I FREEWAY DRIVE 
CRANSTON , RI 
401-467-0200 
800-838-1119 

Plainville, MA 
1-508-843-1300 

•1. ...... ,,.:c•1•· 
Hyannis, MA -'i_., ~ 

1-508-775-4115 ru~r) .,o"' ' F1,ucrn ·••·· 
~,oatNSON 

bathsplashshowroom.com J<:_ sup J:..L.~ co. 

1064 Fall River Ave. (Rt.6) 
Seekonk, MA 

~MP%' 
508.336.3111 • 877.336.3111 
www.foxkitchen.com 

Wais 
Cellingo 
Etc .... 

cvt!o-re {N.I/' ;oo~t>/jxM.ribdtl,:e~: 

~ 
HORACIO PIRES 

PAINTING 
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR 

FREE ESTIMATES 

We Use The 
Best Paints 

For A Belter Job Call 
H. PIRES 

(401) 43&-1072 
Phone and Fax Number 

included. Super quiet location 

HmIE IMPROVEMENT 

;fflasterpiece Jainting 
anb !.estoration 

"011ma11di11g workmamhip1 &q11i1ite res11/ts1 

♦ Interior & Exterior Painting Ccrtilial Lead Abatement ♦ 
♦ Faux F"misho Power Washing ♦ 

Brian Farley, Owner 
401-231-4653 

Come and see our cu1Te11t project al 177 Annistice Blvd 

LAWYER 

0 ona1Cl c . IVJarKo 
Ka rcnann Mcloughlin 

Marc B. Gcrtsacov 

tel: ( 40 I) 272-9330 
144 Medway Street 
Providence, RI 02906 

www.ronmarkoff.com 

MASSAGE THERAPY 

• One WeHness Center• 
Kristen Laliberte Casey, LMT 

Hope Artiste Village 
I 005 Maih Street Unit I 16 
Pawtuci<J. RI 02860 

. . \ 
40 1.728;801 

'\ 
www.onewellnessmassage.rorn 

• Reiki 
• Post Injury H31Sag! 

• Cancer Appropriate H31Sag! 
•· Ouooic & Higraillf Pain Relief 

£ 1.tTE 
l'H YStC-~'f'tt.t:tUf'Y 

"I lritd Olht r pliJas, bid ro11/d ntrtr Sttm to Xtl total 

rtlitf. 1fiih the ust of yo1u trrhniquts & commilmtnt, 

it's hard to btliti't that I onct l1ad o probf~m." -FM 
N[C' ... Ul i t: 1~ Dr.;dP1, o trn Nnt\l 

In Pain? We Can Help. 

~ 
NOW ALSO AT 285 GOVERNOR STREET 

WAL Kl NG DISTANCE FROM c--. 
~ 

Nlll\&1I1I911 

11 I 

!.:! 

IIR OWN UNIVERSITY! 
l..o<::i.uom m ~ rv.ick 1nd Pro\ .dcncr 

(401) 276-0800 
Appointmc:no in Z4 Houn1 

www.ditcphr icalthcrapxcom 

PET SERVICES 

lll!MIIPIIIIP! 

Is Your Yard 
Full of It? 

Drooertv Maintenance ana Nianaa0 • Property Maintenance and Nianagement 
• Safety Inspections and Upgrades to: 

• minimize fall risks 
• maximize convenience, efficiency 

prove 
Drivinq ana orno 

Wayne RoHnbcrg 
Tei, 4-01-273-4642 • Mobile, 617-633-6062 
www.rentamensch.us Rl. ieg. 129694 

Better Than a;llllboard 
FOR LESS 1HAN $2& PER ISSUE,,_ AD COULD BE IEREI 

Contact: .. 
FRANKZASLOFF • 401-421-4111,ext.160 

E-mail:fzasloff@jfri.org 

~-

..... 

, . 

-j 
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Story of Japanese diplomat, who 
rescued 10,000 Jews 

One American family's long 
history with a German synagogue 

Hillel Levine, during 
World 
War II . 
W hat 

~--~ The story behind the _,,.,_ '- '--- -----side 1n 1011e, 1uw~ 

and the synagogue is 
right in the middle 
of one of these rows. 
Had the Germans 
torched the syna
gogue as planned, 
the town's other 
buildings would 

rofessor and author, 
to speak at Brown/ 

Hille!RJSD 
BY NANCY KIRSCH 

nkirsch@jfri.org 

Roul Wallenberg wasn't 
he only diplomat who 
escued Jews from the 

perils of the Nazis; Chiune 
Sugihara, aJapanese diplomat, 
who acted in a similarly 
courageous manner, is the 
topic of Boston University 
Professor H illel Levine's 
presentation at Brown/ 
RISD H illel on Wednesday, 
April 22, at 5:30 p.m., at 80 
Brown St., Providence. 

Sugihara, the subject of 
Boston University Profes-
sor Hillel Levine's book, In 
Search of Sugihara: The Elusive 
Japanese Diplomat Who Risked 
H is Life to R escue 10,000 f ews 
from the Holocaust, acted in 
· contravention of the Japanese 
government's policy to coop
erate with its Nazi allies. 

As part ofBrown/RISD 
Hillel's Holocaust conference, 
Le•.'ine will share Sugihara's 
story and talk about the qual
ity of character of Sugihara, 
a man who issued visas for 
10,000 Jews to travel to Japan 

makes one 
man risk 
his career 
-and 
perhaps 
his life 
- to save 

Hillel Levine 

thousands of strangers while 
others are murdering millions 
of innocent people? 

A professor of sociology and 
religion at Boston University, 
Levine has held visiting 
professorships in Japan, 
China, Poland, the Soviet 
Union, Brazil , and Israel. The 
author of five books, including 
In Search of Sugihara, on ethnic 
violence and normative conflict, 
Levine is also the president 
of the International Institute 
for Mediation and Historical 
Conciliation. 

In Search of Sugihara: The 
Elusive Japanese Diplomat 
Who Risked His Life to R escue 
10,000 Jews from the Holo
caust, published in 1996 by 
The Free Press, a division 
of Simon & Schuster, may 
be available for purchase at 
the event, which is free and 
open to the public. For more 
information, contact 863-2805 
or www.brownhillel.org. 

Ansbach synagogue 

BY G LO RIA ABRAMOWITZ 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

LOCATION. Loca
tion. Location. For 
a synagogue in the 

Bava ri an town of Ansbach, 
Germany, this first com
mandment of real estate is 
what saved the 300-yea r-old 
building from destruction. 

The Ansbach Fire Depart
ment stepped in and saved 
the building from destruction 
duri ng Kri stallnacht in 1938. 
The fire department did not act 
out of kindness as some towns
people would Lke to believe. 
Rather, thei r motivation was 
the synagogue's location. Nea rly 
all the buildings in downtown 
A nsbach are arranged side-by-

Editor's Note: After read
ing the article, "Letters tell 
an untold Holocaust story," 
by Nancy Kirsch in the 
March 20 issue of The Voice 
& Herald, we heard from 
Aaron Ginsburg, of Sharon, 
Mass., who sent us a link.to 
an article from Jewish War 
Veterans, a magazine of 
the Jewish War Veterans of 
'America, about the syna
gogue in Ansbach. 

SAVE THE DATE! 
Tuesday, May 12th 7:00 pm 

Temple Am David, Warwick 

Harry Elkin MIDRASHA Community High School Gradua.tion 8{ 

Community Teen Awards and Recognition 

Honoring the MIDRASHA Class of 5769 

Jennifer Dinerman 

Rebecca Dinerman 
James Garber 
Nathan Jablow 
Alannah Johnson 

·Cara Kaplan 

Rachel Kerzer 
Sarah Redlich 

~MIDr6SHa 
il l'Jl1 rJ · ~~9~n;~~~ti1 

Hannah Rome 

Ethan Selinger 
Alexandra Smith 
Brian Veltri 
Jessica Waterman 

Recognizing our community's teens 

Israel Travelers · 

Resnik Award Winners 

Perelman Family Modrichim Program Participants 

Jewish Civics Initiative Participants 

-~ Bureau of Jewish Education of Rhode Island 
~!Ill; A partner agency of the Jewish Federation of 
17? ~hode Island · 

For more information, contact 
Jamie Richman at jrichman@bjeri.org or 

401 331-0956 x181 
--- T --

have caught fire and 
burned to the ground 
as well. The syna
gogue was saved, but 
desecrated nonethe
less, and used by the 
Germans as a ware
house and stable. 

After the war, the 
U.S. A rmy decided 
to set up its Euro
pean Signal School 
in Ansbach and 
named Lt. Com
mander Reuben 
Abramowitz as 
the first installa
tion commander of 

Altar of the Ansbach Synagogue 

A nsbach. In 1946, 
Reuben's wife, Olga, and son, 
Benjamin, joined him in Ans
bach. (Several of Olga's cousins 
who had survived the Holocaust 
were in the Bleidorn Displaced 
Persons Camp in Reuben's 
area of command.) Ben was 12 
and studying to become a bar 
mitzvah the fo llowing year. 
Abramowitz decided to make 
the local G erman government 
restore the Ansbach Synagogue 
- at their expense - to its origi-· 
nal condition. 

bar mitzvah age. The newly 
arrived Abramowitzes found 
the Ansbach Synagogue still 
standing but locked, as access 
to it required special permis
sion from the city. There was 
no viable Jewish community 
in Ansbach and the synagogue 
served only as a historical tour
ist site because of its baroque 
architecture. No Jewish service 
had been held there since Ben's 
bar mitzvah except for interfaith 
memorial services on Krista11-

nacht. 

The Germans 
complied and, 
in October of 
1947, Benjamin 
Abramowitz, 
became the first 
U.S. military 
dependent 

"He stood on the 
Neverthe
less, the city 
of Ansbach 
gave the 
Abramow
itz family 
their full 
cooperation 

same bimah that his 
grandfather had read 
from 52 years earlier." 

to become 
a bar mitzvah in Germany 
after World War II . 

After Abramowitz and his 
family returned ro the United 
States, the connection between · 
the Ansbach Synagogue and 
the Abramowitz family lay 
dormant for the next 50 years. 
His son, Ben, made the Army 

. his career and served as an 
infantry officer for 28 years. 

The tradition of Abramowit
zes serving their country contin
ued as Ben's oldest son, David, 
graduated from the Air Force 
Academy in 1982 but took his 
commission with the Army. In 
1997, David received orders to 
commai;id the 1st Infantry Divi
sion's Apache Helicopter Bat
talion, in Ansbach, Germany. 

David, his wife, two daugh
ters and son, Jacob, arrived 
in Ansbach in December of 
1997. Jacob, like his grand
father 50 years earlier, was of 

and access 
to the synagogue. 

On July 3, 1999 the Ans
bachSynagogue was once again 
filled as Jacob was called to 
read from the Torah. He stood 
on the same stone and marble 
bimah, centered in the middle of 
the synagogue, that his grand
father had read from 52 years 
earlier. As Jacob's Grandpa 
Ben, cousin, Larry Hartstein 
(who was born in the Bleidorn 
Displaced Persons Camp), and 
nearly 100 other Germans, 
Czechs and American friends 
and family looked on, the con
nection between the Ansbach 
Synagogue and the Abramowitz 
family was joined once again. 

This article, excerpted from the 
Jewish War Veterans, was 
reprinted with permission of 
Jewish War Veterans of the United 
States. 
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Local teens participate in gala New York City concert 
Members of Koh 
Kesem HaZamir 

make beautiful music 

8Y JAMIE R ICHMAN 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

M EMBERS of Kol 
Kesem HaZamir, 
of the Harry 
Elkin MIDRA

SHA Community High 
School and Temple Emanu-El, 
conducted by Cantor Brian 
Mayer, participated in a 
specia l ga la concert on March 
22 at Congregation Rodeph 
Shalom in New York City. 

Part of an extensive network 
of Jewish teen choirs which 
offer a unique experience and 
connection to Judaism through 
choral music, the Kol Kesem 
HaZamir teen choir helped 
celebrate the 16th birthday of 
HaZamir, the international 
Jewish high school choir. 

A program of the Zamir 
Choral Foundation, HaZa
mir has 18 chapters across the 
United States and in Israel. 
HaZamir serves as "a conduit 
for continuity, giving teens 
across the denominationa l 
spectrum a unique opportunity 
to explore their musical heri-

tage and Jewish 
identities in a 
structured , com
munity-based 
program," sa id 
Matthew Lazar, 
the organ iza
tion's founder 
and director. 
"The program 
has grown 
tremendously 
over the years, 
with new choirs 
form ing chap
ters annua lly, an 
active alumni 
association, and 
a dedicated team 
of conductors 
who provide a 
strong educa
tional experience 
for our singers." 

As H aZam ir 
member, D an iel 
Cohen of New 
Brunswick, NJ., 
recently wrote, 
"Performing with HaZamir has 
been the greatest experience of 
my life. It was great meeting 
teenagers who love music and 
are Jewish as well . HaZamir 
enables me to grow as a singer, 
but most importantly as a Jew." 

Since the group's founding in 

Alice Goldstein will share her story 
PROVIDENCE - Alice 
Goldstein will speak at 
Laurelmead on 355 Blackstone 
Blvd., Providence on M ay 12 at 
2 p.m. Goldstein, the author of 
the acclaimed memoir, Ordinary 
People, Turbulent Times, is also 
a teacher, demographer, artist 
and Holocaust survivor. She will 
share her story, as a survivor, and 
that of her family. 

The program, which is .free 
and open to the public, will also 
include refreshments. To reserve a 
seat, please contact the Holocaust 
Education & Resource Center of 
RI at 453-7860. 

Alice Goldstein 

JERI satellite office hours 
PROVIDENCE - Jewish Elder
care of Rhode Island OERI), 
a program ofJewish Seniors 
Agency, will hold its "drop-in" 
satellite office hours at Temple 
Shalom, 223 Valley Road, 
Middletown, on May 7 from 
10:30 a.m. to noon; at Bright 
View Commons, 57A Grandville 
Court, Wakefield, on May 11 
from 1 to 2:30 p.m; at Sakonnet 
Bay Manor, 1215 Main Road, 
Tiverton, on May 18, from 10 to 
11:30 a.m.; at Tamarisk Assisted 
Living Residence, 3 Shalom 
Drive, Warwick, on May 21, 
from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m.; and at 
Congregation B'nai Israel, 224 

Prospect St., Woonsocket, on 
May 28, from 2:30 to 4 p.m. 

The topic will be "How to 
Pamper Yourself," and JERI 
Director Susan Adler and Assis
tant JERI Director Ethan Adler 
will be available to counsel and 
advise seniors and their families 
on any issues or concerns. Ethan 
will also be available for pastoral 
counseling. 

For more information or to set 
up an appointment, contact Susan 
Adler at 621-5374 or email sadler
jeri@jsari.org. For general informa
tion on programs provided by Jewish 
Seniors Agency, visit wwwjsari.org. 

A HaZamir choir performance at Carnegie Hall in 2008 
Photo courtesy of BJE/ RI 

1993, more than 1,000 teens 
have participated. 

C horal Foundation con
cert celebrating Israel's 60th 

to the United Jewish Com
munities General Assembly in 

Jerusa lem . "This kind of powerful 
teen experience leads to 
lifelong engagement with 
Judaism - and our alumni 
certainly bear that out," 
sa id Laza r. "Many have 
taken their place as leaders 
and movers in Jewish com
munities everywhere." 

"This kind of powerful teen 
experience leads to lifelong 
engagement with Judaism." 

For more information 
about Kol Kesem HaZamir, 
contact Cantor Brian Mayer 
'!(Temple Emanu-EI, at 
331-1616, or Jamie Rich
man of the Bureau of Jewish 
Education of Rhode Island at 
331-0956, ext. 181. In the past yea r, H aZami r 

singe rs rook part in a Zamir 

Matt hew Lazar 

birthday at Carnegie H all , and 
performed in a video simulcast 

Poverty Institute' s Linda Katz honored 
Health care policy 
work lauded by 

two area nonprofits 
PROVIDENCE - Linda 
Katz, of Providence, and the 
co-founder and policy direc
tor of The Poverty Institute, 
has been chosen to receive 
two distinguished awards 
ha iling her work on Rhode 
Island healthcare policy. On 
April 6, at Local 121, she, 
U.S. Representative Patrick 
Kennedy and members of 
HealthRight, were named 
Health Care Policy Heroes, 
by Ocean State Action. 

On May 4, Katz is due 
to receive the "Profile in 
Change" award, along with 
Senator Jack Reed, given by 
the Fund for Community 
Progress. According to the 
Fund, this award is Rhode 
Island's distinctive honor for 
those who have dedicated 

photo courtesy of The Poverty In stitute 

Linda Katz 

their lives to creating positive 
change in the community. 
Through this award, The 
Fund aspires to motivate 
others to become agents of 
change and to encourage 
support for organizations 
that help create change. The 
May 4 breakfast event is at 
Waterplace Restaurant in 
Providence. 

Katz has worked to improve 
and expand anti-poverty 

programs to help the most 
economically challenged 
populations in Rhode Island. 
Her work has improved 
economic security for people 
with disabilities, welfare 
recipients, immigrants, and 
low-wage workers and their 
families . 

"I am very honored to 
receive these recognitions," 
said Katz. "It has been my 
extreme good fortune to work 
with so many wonderful 
people who share a common · 
vision for our state and our 
country. Our vision assures 
that all people have access to 
quality, affordable health care 
in a society that is rooted in 
economic and social justice. 
I look forward to continuing 
to work to make this vision a 
reality." 

For more information or to 
reserve tickets far the May 4 
event, contact: infa@Jundcp.org 
or 941-7100. 
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Kimberly C. Boucher 
SEEKONK, Mass. - Kimberly 
Boucher. of Prospect St., Seekonk, 
died April 3 at Miriam Hospital 
after a four-month battle with 
lung cancer. She was the wife of 
Ronald Boucher for 31 years. 

Born in Providence, she was 
a daughter of Muriel Cole of San 
Francisco, Calif. and the late Dr. 
David Cole. She was an art teacher 
in East Providence for 30 years, 
ret iring in 2008. As a member of 
the Seekonk Hearthstone Lions, she 
was a past president and received 
t he Melvin Jones Award in 2008. 

She received her bachelor of arts 
degree from Roger Will iams Col
lege and her master's in education 
degree from Rhode Island College. 

Besides her husband, she is 
survived by her daughter Shan
non and son Cameron of Seekonk, 
Mass., and Brandon of Portland, 
Ore. ; and by her brother Peter 
Dwares of San Francisco, Calif. 

Contributions may be made to 
the Kim Boucher Children·s Cancer 
Fund. c/o Seekonk Lions Chari
table Trust, P.O. Box 326, Seekonk, 
Mass. 02771. Arrangements by 

Rose (Lisker) Fl ink, 92 
PROVIDENCE - Rose (Lisker) Flink 
died April 3, her 92nd birthday, at 
Mary Ann Morse Nursing Home, 
in Natick, Mass. She was the wife 
of the late Ellis M. Flink. Born in 
Providence, she was the youngest 
child of the late Etta and John Lisker. 
Her four brothers. Albert. Abraham. 
Hyman, Nathan, and one sister, 
Frieda Corris, predeceased her. 

She was a graduate of Sim
mons College and a member of 
Temple Beth- El and Hadassah. 
She was a lifelong resident of 
Providence and, for a number 
of years, Palm Beach, Fla. 

She is survived by her son James 
Flink of Copenhagen, Denmark; her 
daughter Joanne Silver and son-in
law Reibert Silver of Framingham, 

Mass., grandchildren Mathilde Fl ink, 
Sophia Flink, Stephanie Silver and 
David Silver and his wife Paige Silver, 
and two great-grandchildren, Ariana 
Rose Silver and Jack Ellis Silver. 

Donations may be made to Fisher 
Center for Alzheimer"s Research 
Foundation, New York, N.Y., Temple 
Beth-El or the charity of your choice. 

Morris Feldman, 86 
PROVIDENCE - Morris Feld-
man died March 31. He was the 
husband of Arline "Bunny" (Har
riet) Feldman for 60 years. Born 
in Providence, a son of the late 
Jacob and Lena Feldman, he was 
a lifelong resident of Providence. 
He owned the former Mother·s Box 
Lunch, an industrial catering service, 
before working for Providence. 

He was a·member of Temple 
Emanu-EI, and the Redwood 
Lodge A.F. & A.M. of the Masons, 
and volunteered at The Miriam 
Hospital for many years. 

Besides his wife, he is survived by 
his children, Harvey Feldman and 
his wife Linda of West Warwick. 
and Bill Feldman and his wife Ga il 
of Cranston ; his grandchildren Lisa 
and Carrie. and great-grandchildren, 
Andrew and Lauren. He also leaves 
his brothers: Sydney Feldman of 
Pompano Beach, Fla. and Seymour 
Feldman of Boca Raton, Fla. He 
was the brother of the late Hyman, 
Samuel and Louis Feldman. 

Contributions may be made 
to Temple Emanu-EI, 99 Taft 
Ave., Providence, R.I. 02906. 

David Friedman, 87 
PROVIDENCE - David Friedman, 

of Woodland Terrace, died April 13 
at The Miriam Hospital surrounded 
by fami ly and friends. He was the 
husband of Frances (Roy) Friedman 
for 64 years, and the son of the late 
Benjamin and Rebecca (Leibow itz) 
Friedman. Born in New York City, he 
was a lifelong resident of Providence. 

A national leader in the res
taurant supply industry, he was 
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Obituaries 
chairman of Paramount Restaurant 
Supply Corp. and Monarch Indus
tries, Inc. , and was also involved in 
several other business ventures. 
He was a World War II Army 
veteran, serving domestically in the 
Signal Corps, until his discharge. 

He was universally respected 
for his creat ive vision and business 
acumen and was the driving force 

• 
behind the creation of 
the culinary school at 
Johnson & Wales Uni 
versity where he served 

as a Legacy Trustee for more than 30 
years. He was a member of Temple 
Beth-El and Temple Emanu-EI of 
Providence and a former board 
member of the Jewish Federation of 
RI and The Miriam Hospital. He was 
the father of Diane Ducoff and her 
husband, Dr. Robert, of Providence, 
and the late Larry Friedman and his 
surviving wife. Marilyn Friedman 
Shealey, of Providence. He was 
the uncle of Karen Ostrowsky and 
her husband, Howard. of Warwick. 
and many nieces and nephews; 
the brother of Murray Friedman of 
Florida and the late Saul Friedman 
and Jean Haas. He was also the 
grandfather of Michelle Miller and 
her husband, Andrew; Patti Albert 
and her husband, Benjamin; Lynn 
Belkin and her husband, Matthew: 
Michael Friedman and his wife, 
Lauri : Mark and Lesl ie Friedman; 
and Louis and Danielle O strowsky. 
He was the great-grandfather of 
Sydney and Adam Miller, Ysabel 
Albert and Matthew and Eric 
Friedman. Contributions in his 
memory may be made to Johnson 
& Wales University, David Fried
man Scholarship Fund, 8 A bbott 
Park Place, Providence, R.I. 02903 
or Jewish Federation of RI, 130 
Sessions St., Providence, RI 02906 
or Temple Beth-El, Frances and 
David Friedman Fund, 70 Orchard 
Ave., Providence, R.I. 02906. 

Martin A. Gomstein, 55 
NARRAGANSETT - Martin Gorn
stein died on April 7. He was the 
husband of Donna Wuraftic. Born 
in Providence, he was a devoted 

son of Sidney Gornstein of Highland 
Beach, Fla. and the late Barbara 
(Teller) Gornstein. A 1971 graduate of 
Cranston East High School, he was 
an entrepreneur involved in several 
business ventures for many years. 

He was an animal lover 
and had many dogs. 

He was the brother of Michael 
Gornstein of Cumberland. 

Contributions in his memory 
may be made to the American 
Heart Association, 275 Westmin
ster St., Providence, R.I. 02903. 

Jennifer A. M iller, 56 
SHAKER HEIGHTS, Ohio - Jen
nifer Miller died April 4, surrounded 
by her family. She was the wife of 
Jack Cohan. Born in Johannesburg, 
South Africa, she was a daughter 
of the late Ephraim and Daphne 
(Holtz) Gordon. She lived in Boston 
and Providence before moving to 
Ohio in 2002. She was a graduate 
of the University of Witwatersrand 
and Providence College. 

She was the first middle school 
head at the A lperin Schecter Day 
School in Providence and was the 
head of the Rashi Scho.ol in the 
greater Boston area until 2001. She 
relocated to Cleveland in 2002 to 
become the head of Pardes High 
School and subsequently became the 
heild of the Laurel School in Shaker 
Heights, Ohio. She consulted with 
PEJE in mentoring Jewish educators 
and school administrators. She was a 
former member of Temple Emanu-EI. 

Besides her husband, she is 
survived by her twin chi ldren Carla 
Miller-Kopikis and her husband 
Alexis of Needham, Mass., and 
Gregory Miller of Boston, Mass.; 
her step-daughters And rea Cohan 
of San Francisco, Calif., and Ilene 
Cohan of Columbus, O hio. She 
was the sister of A lan Gordon 
of Barrington, and Lorraine 
Podolsky of Toronto, Canada. 

Contributions may be made 
to The Jennifer Miller Memorial 
at the Rashi School, 15 Walnut 
Park, Newton, Mass. 02458 

Dallas (Shwom) Paull 
ELSEWHERE - Dallas Paull, 
of Quincy, Mass., died on Apri l 
9. She was the wife of the late 
Ralph Paull, and mother of Myra 
Paull and her husband Edward 
McGiveney of Washington and 
Richard Paull of Florida. 

She also was the sister of Ethel 
Herman of California and the 
late Jacob, Sidney, Solomon and 
Thelma Shwom; the grandmother 
of Risa and Paul Pecoraro, Lydia 
Paull-Flores, David Paull-Flores, 
Courtney Paull and A riel Paull; and 
great-grandmother of Weston. 

Contributions in her memory 
may be made to Ronald McDon
ald House, 229 Kent Street, 
Brookline, Mass. 02446. 

Oleg Pesin, Ph.D., 72 
PROVIDENCE - Oleg Pesin, Ph:D. 
died on March 23. He was the 
husband of Genrietta Snigireva. Born 
in Ukraine, he was a son of the late 
Yury Pesin and Sarrah Shifrina. He 
was a graduate of the Moscow Insti
tute of Fine Chemical Technology, 
and a member of Temple Emanu- EI. 

In addition to his wife, he is 
also survived by his daughter 
Tatyana Federova of Montreal, 
Canada, grandsons Dimitry and 
Konstantin Federov, and his sister 
Eugenia Zarankina of Pawtucket. 

Sabena Zenofsky, 99 
PROVIDENCE - Sabena Zenof-
sky of Sunny View Nursing Home, 
Warwick, died April 5. She was the 
wife of the late Isaac Zenofsky. Born 
in Providence, a daughter of the late 
Morris and Julia (Davis) Miller, she 
had lived in Providence for more than 
80 years before moving to Warwick. 

She was the mother of Morris 
Zenofsky of W est W arwick 
and Rosalie Gleckman of Cran
ston, sister of the late Norman 
Miller, grandmother of five and 
great-grandmother of two. 

Contributions in ·her memory may 
be made to your favorite charity. 
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From Page 17 

Where: Brown RISO Hillel, 
80 Brown St., Providence 
When: 5:30 - 6:50 p.m. 

MORE INFO: 863-2805 

Yorn Haatzmaut BBQ 
Brown RISO Hillel celebrates 
Israeli independence day with a 
kosher BBQ. 

WHERE: Brown RISO Hillel, 80 
Brown St., Providence 

WHEN: 8 p.m. 

MORE INFO: 863-2805 

Thursday 
April30 
Charles Jacobs 
The founder of The David Project 
will speak at a gathering of the RI 

From Page 4 

lished, as an advertising insert, 
the list of abandoned property, 
produced by the R.I. Treasurer's 
office. In 2008, that task was 
outsourced to a private firm, and 
The Voice & Herald was dropped 
from the list. The reason given 
by the private firm: as a cost
cutting measure, ethnic publica
tions such as The Voice & Herald 
were dropped. 

In turns out that this cxpla-

Jewish Community Calendar 
Jewish Coalition . 

WHERE: JCCRI, 401 Elmgove 
Ave ., Providence 

WHEN: 7 p.m . 

MORE INFO: 595-9943 

Friday 
Mayt 
Social Action Shabbat 
Sister Anne Keefe of St. Michael's 
Church will speak. 

WHERE: Temple Beth-El, 70 
Orchard Ave ., Providence 

WHEN: 7 p.m. 

MORE INFO: 331-6070 
!Open to the community) 

Sunday 
May3 

Jewish Historical Society An
nual Meeting 
Bernard Fishman discusses the 
role of history museums in Jewish 
life. 

WHERE: R.I. Jewish Historical 
Association, 130 Sessions 
Street, Providence. 

WHEN: 2 p.m. 

MORE INFO: lnfo@rijha.org, or 
331-1360 

Thursday 
May7 
Nobel physician at Miriam 
Dr. Bernard Lown will spea k on 
"Doctor diploma cy helps end the 
Cold War" 

WHERE: Miriam Hospital, Hurvitz 
board room 

WHEN: 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. 

MORE INFO: Register at 444-4800 

The Event for Women 
Installation of JFRl 's Women's Alli
ance president, Bonnie Steinberg 
Jennis. 

WHERE: RISO Museum of Art 
WHEN: 7-9 p. 111 . 

MORE INFO: 421-4111 

Circle of Consolation 
Bereavement discussion group 

WHERE: Temple Torat Yisrael 

WHEN: 7:30 p.m. 

MORE INFO: 785-1500 

Monday 
May11 
Jewish Community Annual 
Meeting 
A celebration of our community's 

TRANSPARENCY: Who makes decisions? 

nation was, well, not quite 
accurate. Inserts - both in 2008 
and 2009 - were continued in 
a weekly Portuguese newspa
per, in a weekly catering to the 
Italian community, and in a 
weekly catering to the Hispan ic 
community. 

A copy of the list of newspa
pers which received the adver
tising inserts, clearly a matter of 
public record, was requested in 

D'VARTORAH 

2008 - but never received until 
recently. 

Further, in early 2009, a · 
meeting was requested - and 
promised - with the Treasurer 
to discuss the possibility of 
including this insert in The 
Voice &Herald- before any 
decision was made. It never 
happened. 

Now, the Treasurer is a big 
fan of The Voice & Herald. He 

praised the newspaper in a 2008 
letter, commending its strong 
writing and columnists. H e and 
his family are strong supporters 
of the Jewish community here 
in Rhode Island, and also have 
strong connections to Israel. 

I'm happy to give him the 
benefit of the doubt here - and 
hope and trust that he was 
unaware of the details of the 
decisions made by the private 

achievements, with a talk by 
Jonathan Sarna on "The Ameri
can Jewish community in the 
post- Ma doff world." 

WHEN: 7 p.m. 

WHERE: JCCRI Social Hall, 401 
Elmgrove Ave ., Providence 

MOREINF0:421-4111 , ext.158 

Tuesday, 
May12 
Survivor shares her story 
Alice Goldstein will speak at Lau
relmead, in a program sponsored 
by the Holocaust Education & 
Resource Center of R.I. 

WHERE: Laurelmead, 355 Black
stone Blvd ., Providence 

WHEN: 2 p.m. 

MORE INFO: 453-7860. 

contractor, under contract with 
his office. I'm still waiting for 
the promised appointment 
to sit down and talk with the 
Treasurer, in person. My meet
ing request is now entering its 
fourth month, but I'm optimis
tic - and patient - that it will 
happen soon - at least before 
2010. 

Aaron has faith in God 
PARSHAT SHEMINI 

LEVITICUS 9:1- 11:47 
This week's parasha reminds 

us that serenity and happiness 
spring.from internal harmony, 
not external sources. 

~
ATCANBE 
ore painful than 

he loss of a child? 
After a parent holds his infant 
child in his arms, after he helps 
the growing child walk, speak, 
read, discover the wonders of 
the world, the child becomes 
forever a living part of the 
parent. The death of a child, 
therefore, rips a gaping hole 
in the parent's heart, a wound 
that can never be healed -
and the older the child, the 
more gaping the wound. 

In times of such terrible 
tragedy, it is almost impos
sible for a parent not to cry 
out in grief and anguish, not 
to scream with pain. And yet, . 
in this week's Torah portion, 
we learn that when Aaron 
witnessed the violent death of 
his two grown sons, he was 

silent. How deeply he must 
have been hurt and grieved by 
the loss of his beloved sons. 
But nonetheless he remained 
totally silent. He showed no 
reaction whatsoever. H ow can 
this be? How could he sup
press his cries of anguish? 

Furthermore, we learn that 
God rewarded Aaron for 
remain ing silent by convey-

. ing through him, rather than 
th.rough Moses, the prohibi
tion against performing the 
Temple service in a state of 
alcoholic intoxication. The 
question immediately arises: 
The Torah is attuned to the 
feelings of the mourner and 
actually encourages him to 
cry for the first three days of 
his bereavement. Why then 
was Aaron's suppression of 
his cries of anguish so praise
worthy? And. if his silence 

. was indeed so commend
able, _how was his selection to 
convey the prohibition against 
intoxication during the Temple 
service a fitting reward? 

The Hebrew word the Torah 
uses here to portray Aaron's 

silence, domeim, has two 
other meanings - the state of 
being inert and singing. What 
common thread connects 
silence, inertia and song? Let us 
consider for a moment the most 
desirable state that all people 
seek. The American Declara
tion oflndependence actually 
hits the nail on the head when 
it speaks of"life, liberty and 
the pursuit of happiness." 

Happiness depends on inner 
harmony. When a person is 
at peace with himself and his 
environment, he is happy. But 
harmony does not derive from 
external sources. It emanates 
from within, froin serenity of 
the soul. Our senses, however, 
are the enemies of harmony. 
They constantly bombard 
us with a variety of stimuli 
to which we are inclined to 
react, and thus our harmony 
is disrupted. We cannot be at 
peace with ourselves if we are 
at the mercy of a volatile wor)d. 

Rabbi Naftali Reich is on 
the faculty of the Ohr Somayach 
Tanenbaum Education Center. 
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We Are Read Everywhere 
Where in the world will we go next? 

Ho Chi Minh, Viet Nam 
Lois and Stephen Schneller from Middletown. catch ing up on local happenings 
in t he The Voice & Herald while touring in Ho Chi Ming City, Vietnam". 

GEORGE KEMPLER and ALICE HAMILTON 

Dominica Island, Caribbean 
GEORGE KEMPLER, of Smithfield, and Alice Hamilton, of North Kingstown 
enjoyed their March trip to the Caribbean and The Voice & Herald. This picture 
Is in Roseau, on the Dominica Island in the Caribbean. The island, Kempler 
wrote, is noted for its many rainforests and waterfalls. 

Please, don't forget to shae yow simchas and travel 
photos with The Voice & Herald 

Send Simchas and We Are Read to: E-mail: voiceherald@jfri.org; 
Mail: Jewish Voice & Herald, 130 Sessions St., Providence, RI 02906. 

E-mail high resolution photos. For photo return enclose self
addressed, stamped envelope. 

Tifereth Israel Congregation, New Bedford, MA is 
seeking a knowledgeable and energetic PIT Jewish 

Educational Director, beginning July 1, 2009. 

Responsible candidates should have experience in administration, 
teaching', teacher supervision, and family programming . 

Please send your MS Word document resume and a cover letter to : 

schoolsearch@tinewbedford.org 
Applications will be accepted until April 24, 2009. 

Recognition 

Making Strides 
Against Breast 

Cancer 

DR. ARNOLD H. HERMAN, 
rig ht, medical director of Breast 

Health, a center for diag nosis 
and treatment of breast disease, 

in Providence, was a guest 
speaker at the American Cancer 
Society's (ACS) Pacesetter Event 
held on March 19 at Swarovski 
headquarters in Cranston. The 

event honored 63 volunteers 
who have raised $2,000 or more 

to support the Making Strides 
Against Breast Cancer fundraiser 

that will be held on Oct 25. 

Active in cancer treatment since 
1974, Herman, of Pawtucket, 

has also been honored by the 
American Cancer Society, the 

Susan G. Kamen Breast Cancer 
Foundation, and the American 

College of Surgeons for his 
advocacy work and commitment 
to increasing cancer awareness. 

MAKING STR 
Against B I reast Ca 

Meryln and Miriam Rodyn 

65th Wedding Anniversary 
MERLYN AND MIRIAM RODYN of Warwick celebrated their 65th wedding anniversary 
with a family celebration at Twin Oaks Restaurant. Married on April 1, 1944, the couple 
has two children, Linda Caldarone and Steve Rodyn and his wife Sharon, grandchildren 
Melissa Caldarone and Jaymie Rodyn, and great-grandchildren Zachery Caldarone and 
MacKenzie Patnaude. Merlyn was the owner of the former Merl's Trophies and Miriam 
was a human resources administrator at Hasbro, Inc., before retirement. 

Award 

On April 1, Esta Yavner, 
a teacher in the Jewish 
Community Center of 
Rhode Island's preschool, 
received the Lea Eliash
Grinspoon-Steinhardt 
Award for Excellence in 
Jewish Education . This is 
a prestigious joint award 
of the Bureau of Jewish 
Education, the Jewish 
Educational Service 
of North America and 
the Harold Grinspoon 
Foundation. She is 
pictured here with Minna 
Ellison of the Bureau of 
Jewish Education. 

-
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TIKKUN OLAM CONTINUES IN NEW ORLEANS 
More than 500 young leaders from the Jewish fed eration system were in New Orleans recently to parti cipate in a Jewish service project. 

These young men and women are part of a new growth in service learning taking hold in the Jewish community. 

What will Israel look like in another 60 years? 
Today's Israel would 
amaze its founders 

Bv RICHARD PEARLSTONE 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

NEW YORK OTA) - In 
January, the Jewish Agency 
renovated some 300 bomb 
shelters in the south oflsrael. 
With the increased range of 
rockets from Gaza hitting 
Ashdod and Beersheva - the 
first time these cities came 
under rocket attack since the 
1948 War oflndependence - it 
was time for some renovation. 

Visiting these refurbished 
bomb shelters or watching kids 
as they practice taking cover in 
them gives one a sense of deja 
vu. Today the Jewish Agency 
is able to provide color TV and 
air conditioners in the shelters, 
an improvement over a transis
tor radio and a fan. But a bomb 
shelter is still a bomb shelter 
and a rocket still a rocket. 

Which makes me wonder: As of children Living in poverty. ing, members of these young 
Israel celebrates its 61st year of It also would have been communities are mentoring 
independence, what would my hard to think of the Jewish at-risk youth, volunteering at 
grandfather, Joseph Meyerhoff, Agency partnering with Cisco the local council and partici-
think if he saw Israel now? to offer a three-year course pating in projects to improve 

As he sat huddled with giving high school students in the area. These students call 
David Ben-Gurion in 1950 underprivileged areas a com- themselves the Zionist pioneers 
contemplating how _____________________ of the 21st century. 

to get urgently Would our grand-
needed capital into My grandfather's generation would parents have imag-
Israel - he sub- • ined that Jews would 
sequently started have assumed there would be quiet, continue to find a 

Israel Bonds - if not peace." haven in Israel in 2009 
my grandfather _____________________ from countries as 

wouldn't have diverse as Germany, 
imagined driv-
ing today north of Tel Aviv 
to Israel's high-tech hub or 
inside Intel's micro-processing 
factory in Kiryat Gat. He 
wouldn't have imagined Israel 
boasting of 4,000 high-tech 
companies and more than 
100 venture-capital funds. 

Nor would he have imagined 
that alongside this boom, the 
growing socio-economic divide 
and an unprecedented number 

puter technician's certificate, so 
they can make their way into 
technical units in the army. 

Today, instead of kibbutzim 
and development towns built 
by the Jewish Agency during 
our grandparents' heyday in the 
1950s and '60s, we are found
ing young communities built by 
college students in socio-eco
nomically challenged areas of 
Israel. When they aren't study-

Georgia and Yemen? 
Would they have imagined 
the busloa~s and planeloads 
of Jewish.youth from all over 
the wo,rld coming to Israel on 
Birthright or to study for a year? 

Finally, if they believed 
Israel were to reach its sev
enth decade, my grandfather's 
generation would have assumed 
there would be quiet, if not 
peace, and that Israel would 
not at once be facing home-

made Kassam rockets from 
Gaza and a nuclear threat from 
Iran. I don't th ink they would 
have envisioned us renovat-
ing bomb shelters in 2009. 

But the really interesting 
question is, what will Israel look 
like 60 years from now, when 
our grandchildren are where we 
are today? That's the unwrit-
ten part of the story; that's the 
part we are writing today. 

It's easy to lose sight of this 
amidst our daily lives, personal 
and communal turbulence, 
especially during these times 
of economic challenge. But if 
we keep on course, especially 
when it is difficult, come 
Israel's 120th Independence 
Day, our grandchildren 
will look back with pride 
on what we did, just as we 
look back on the generation 
that founded the state. 

Richard Pear/stone is chairman 
of the board of governors of the 
Jewish Agency for Israel. 
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