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Haiti: Close 
to home 

Worries about his 
mother turn to 
relief gratitude 

BY ANCY K mscH 
nkirsch@jfri.org 

PROVIDENCE - In the midst of 
worries about whether his mother 
is alive, Haitian-born Pierre Flo
restal maintains his usual upbeat 
demeanor. Gym rats at the Jewish 
Community Center of Rhode 
Island QCCRI) recognize Pierre, 
the fitness manager, as outgoi ng, 
enthusiastic and endlessly cheerfu I. 

We talked with Pierre, who 
lived in Haiti until he was 17, 
about the country, the devastation 
the earthquake has caused and his 
hopes and dreams for the country. 

Pierre had heard - via Face
book - that all of his relatives are 
safe, with one lone exception. As 
of Tuesday, Jan. 19, he had yet to 
know whether his mother is alive. 
On Wednesday, Jan. 20, JCCRJ 
staff heard good news: Pierre's 
mother is safe and sound in Haiti' 

See JCCRI. Page 12 
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for a JTA story 

about heroic 
Israelis in Haiti 

/IDF spokesperson 

Money and manpower (and woman power, too) matter to Haiti! 
ON JAN. 16. IS RAEL DEFENSE FORCES (IDF) physicians in Po rt.au-Prince de livered a baby at the 
IDF field hospital. The mother. who was eight months p regna nt at t he time. delivered a hea lthy 
baby boy whom she na med " Israel. " 

Be sure to read more stories about H aiti in this issue and on the Web: www.jvhri.org. 

Am I my brother's keeper? 
Hundreds gather 
to celebrate King's 

l.egacy 
BY NANCY Kmscfl 

11kirsch@jfri.urg 

PROVIDENCE - Calls of"amen" 
and "hallelulah" greeted Marty 
Cooper's comments at the Min
isters' A ll iance annual Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King.Jr. scholarship 

breakfast. Cooper, the di rector of 
the Community Relations Council 
(CRC) of the Jewish Federation of 
Rhode l sland, was one of about a 
dtYl.en speakers at the 27th annual 
fundraising event, held at Rhodes 
on the Pawtuxet on Monday, Jan . 
18. 

Calling on die audience of some 
several hundred individuals- politi
cians, clergy and community orga
nizers - Cooper exhorted them to 
remember those among us who had 

The Man Who Flies With 
Birds is an epic journey 

His work has reduced 
bird strikes in Israel 

by 75 percent 
Br M ARY K o RR 

Special to 7he Voice & Herald 

TIE MAN WHO Flies 
ith Birds, by Carole 
arbuny Vogel and 
ossi Leshem, truly 

Leshem, a world expert on bird 
strikes on planes, is an acclaimed 
ornithologist and humanitarian 
who promotes peace one bird at a 
ti me. 

Vogel, an award-wi nn ing 
author from Lex ington, M ass., is 
the daughter of Holocaust su rvi
vors, and has many fa mily mem
bers in Israel. She said one of her 
goals in writing the book was to 
highlight the ingenui ty of Israeli 
scienti sts, and lO show l srael as a 
light among nations. 

no meal for the day. "By now, we've 
all eaten a really good breakfast and 
we're anticipating lunch," he said. 
"But remember, there are many in 
Rhode Island today who did not 
have breakfast and wi ll not have 
lunch or dinner today. Let's hope 
that tomorrow and forever after 
that no one in Rhode Island will be 
hungry." Cooper, who spoke of the 
close history between the Jewish 

See COMMUNITY. Page 17 

Sharon Gaines 

Key agencies 
will operate 

as one 
Stronger programs 
and reduced costs 

are outcomes 
Br JFRI STAFF 

shalom@jfri.org 

PROVIDENCE - In an unprec-
edented move designed to improve 
and re-energize programs and ser
vices to the Jewish community and 
increase operational efficiencies, 
three major Rhode Island Jewish 
agencies have. agreed to integrate 
their programs and to operate as 
one entity. Supporters of the inte-

See CONSOLIDATION. Page 11 

soars. The 64-page book has ele
gance and imp act, from cover to 
back jacket, which states "Migrat
ing Birds Know No Boundaries" 
in English, H ebrew and Arabic. 

"Yossi Leshem used science to 
solve what seemed to be an insolv-

See AVIAN . Page 16 

/ Eyal Bartov 

The cover shows the Israeli Air Force glider Yossi Leshem uses 
to fly with migrating birds . 
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Emissary of the 
Doomed tells a 
remarkable tale 

BY HOWARD TIN BERG 

Special to 7he Voice & H erald 

RONALD FLOR 
ENCE'S engagingly 
written and meticu
ously researched book, 

Emissary of the D oomed: Bargaining 
for Lives in the Holocaust, rai ses a 
host of remarkable questions: For 
example, how was it possible for 
a rather average man to be in the 
position to bargain for the lives of 
nearly 1,000,000 Hungarian Jews, 
seemingly destined for deporta
tion and death as part of the Final 
Solution? Yet another, somewhat 
troubling, question is raised as 
well : When presented, after the 
German invasion of Hungary in 
March of 1944, with thi s same 
proposal to leverage the release of 
Hungary's 850,000 Jews, why did 
the United States and G reat Brit
ain, despite documented evidence 
of genocide, fa il to take seriously 
either the messenger or the mes-

Emissary of the Doomed: 
Bargaining for Uves, in 
the Holocaust by Ronald 
Florence, published by New 
York: Viking/Penguin in 
2010. Currently available in 
hardback at 336 pages. 

Joel Brand was 'a man in a million' 
sage? And even more troubling is ries and in an architectural firm. ful not only in drumming up 
this qu ery: Why were the Zion- He would return to the fa mily business for a knitwear venture 
ists, those working methodically business, selling telephones in that Brand sta rted with his wife 
to set up an independent, Jewish Germany. Florence and fellow Zionist, Hansi, but 
state in Palestine, loathe to support also in thrusting him into the 
the emissary's work? Was historic role of, as Brand called 
it because himself, the shaliach tzibur, the 
- and this "emissary of the congregati on." 

ironic and gary, Brand began to work for the 

neys that would ta ke Brand from 
Budapest to Istanbul to Aleppo 
(Syria), Jerusalem (brieAy) and to 
Cairo, where, essentially, the Brit
ish place him under house arrest. 
The story is heartbreaking, as 
Brand fi nds h.imselfbeing doubted 
and interrogated by all comers, 
from the British, the Zionists and 
the Americans. Given a brief time 

is deeply l~~~~:~~:::.:;.;;~~~~:C; After the Nazi invasion of Hun-

cynical - to Jewish Rescue Com- ________ _ frame with which to 
report back to Eich
mann, Brand worked 
under tremendous 

ac kn o wl - mittee, which worked 
edge the hard to protect the 
deaths of last remnants of Euro-
millions of pean Jewry from the 
E u r o p e a n •r<t..l!!I"- Nazi plan to rid all of 
Jews would, Europe of Jews. H e 
in the eyes of established contacts 

"Every day 
that passed 
would bring 
thousands of 

the state's sup- with SS offi cers in 
porters, make the hope of fore- Jews closer to 

pressure, knowing that 
every day that passed 
would bring thousands 
of Jews closer to their 
deaths. In the end, 
those who needed to 

a Jewish state stalling deportation their deaths." listen simply did not. 
unnecessary or and certain death M ost tellingly, Brand 
at the very least for Hungary's --------- would have to wait 
improbable (with 850,000 Jews. In years before finding 
Israel, as one cyni- an improbable momen t that an audience - during and after the 
cal critic notes, pro- seems nearly Zelig- or For- trial of Eichmann in Israel, when 
viding "the Zionist rest G ump-like, Brand, the it becomes all too clear that many 
solution to the restless, Jewish everyman, who should have acted, including 
Jewish problem")? finds himself face-to-face prominent leaders in the new state 

This was but one of l-~~~~~=~:.'.:"::7:::::--~ with Adolph Eichmann , of Israel, stood silent. Brand's 
the many ca lcu lations the architect of the Final story holds many lessons for us, 
apparently faced by Solution, and whose pres- not the least of which being, as 
the Zionists. Flor- ence in Hungary signaled the Talmud tells us, to save one 
ence, to his credit, poses an effort to finish the job life is to save the world. While his 
these and other difficult n otes of judenrein, making Eu rope scheme to save thousands fail ed, 
questions, unflinchingly. that Brand was such "cleansed" of Jews. Eichmann , Brand, in stalling for time, may 
Joel Brand, whose father a good shmoozer that he talked apparently working under the yet have prevented the deaths of so 
owned hi s own business (selling his way into obtaining the ti tle orders of the R eichfuhrer Heinri ch many. 
and installing telephones), did not of "Engineer by Diploma," even Himmler himself, offered Brand Howard T inberg, the chair of 
come out of "central casting" to though he l<icked the credentials. a startling proposal: tradi ng th!' 1he Voice & ]-Jerald's editorial 
play the leading role of this saga. But it was the poli tical scene that lives of thousands of Jews for heavy board, teaches British literature and 
Always restless, Brand lived for a engaged his attention most of duty trucks, to be used, presum-
time in the U.S., employed at vari- all, specifically, his interest in the ably at the Eastern front against 
ous jobs such as making leather Zioni st Workers' Party. Brand's the Soviets, who were closing in 
hats, and working in auto facto- special talent of making deals on the Germans. What ensues 

writing, and co-teaches a course in 
the H olocaust at B ristol Community 
College in Fall R iver, M ass. Contact 
him at hownrd.tinberg@brisolcc.edu. 

I!' - - - - - - ----- -- -- • 

~ MUTUAL ENGINEERING 
SERVICE ca. 

in cafes proved especially help- is the most improbable of jour-

A DIVISION OF THE PETRO GROUP 

Want Comfort? 
11The Feeling is/Mutual!" 

• Air Conditioning • Heating • Heat Pumps • 
• Roof Top Systems • 

We Provide Complete Gas Heating and Heat Pump 
Service and Installation 

Residential • Commercial 

Keeping you comfortable since 1934! 

)fa I VISA i 111 A FULL IN-HOUSE DESIGN, 
INSTAWIION & SERVICE COMPANY 

~ 

Call David Epstein at 401-351-3900 ·. 

Yiddish Book Center receives 
$3 million bequest 

Largest single gift in 
organizations history 
AMHERST, Mass. - The Yiddish 
Book Center, a nonprofit Jewish 
cultural organization, has recently 
received a bequest of $3 million 
from the estate of Mickey Ross. 
"The gift will go directly into the 
Book Center's endowment, provid
ing financial stabili ty and program
matic support as the 30-year-old 
organization expands its work from 
book rescue to education. "This 
is truly a historic gift, the larg
est in the Book Center's history," 
said founder and president Aaron 
Lansky, in a prepared statement. 

Mickey (Michael) Ross was a 
television wri ter and producer best 
known for "AII in the Family," "1he 
Jeffersons" and "lliree's Company." 
Ross, who had a lifelong com
mitment to Yiddi sh language and 
culture, also left a sizeable bequest 
to the University of Cali fornia at 
Los Angeles in support of Yid
dish studies. He designated tl1e 

wwwJvhri.org 

Yiddish Book Center, the YIVO 
Institute for Jewish Research, and 
the Los Angeles Jewish Founda
tion as recipients of the residual of 
his estate. 

The gift to the Yiddish Book 
Center was unexpected . "As far as 
we know, Mickey Ross never vis
ited here," said Lansky, "and we 
never met face to face." Among 
the programs that the bequest will 
make possible is the appointment 
of a fu ll-time Yiddish language 
instructor who will design and 
teach intensive Yiddish cou rses, 
both on line and onsite in the Cen
ter's new Kaplen Family Build
ing, which opened last May. "Our 
intention," Lansky said, "is to 
create a 'Yiddish University' for 
the hands-on exploration of Jewish 
language, history and culture. ln 
this way, Mickey Ross's gift is 
transform ative." 

In the past three decades tl1e 
Center has rescued 1,000,000 
endangered Yiddish books, 
strengthened collections at tl1e 
world's great libraries, digitized 

-------------
"As far as we 
know, Mickey 

Ross never visited 
here, and we never 
met face to face." 

Aaron Lansky 

and posted online the full texts 
of 11,000 Yiddish volumes and 
offered a range of innovative pro
grams. 

With most Yiddi sh titles col
lected and safe, the Center is now 
focusing on educational opportu
ni ties for college students, gradu
ate students and adu Its. 1l1e Center 
houses exhibitions about Yiddish 
culture and other unique resources 
and welcomes thousands of visitors 
to its building every year. 

For more information about the 
National Yiddish B ook Center, v isit 
www.yiddishbook.org. 

I 



ISRAEL Jewish Voice ~l--lerald January 22, 2010 PAGE 3 

A LEITER FROMAFULA 

The heart of Ami 
Philanthropy 

thwarted by Israeli 
Customs officials 

Editor's Note: From time to time, 
we report on activitie.r happening in 
our sister city region of Afula-Gilboa, 
part of Partnership 2000. 

BY LARRY RICH 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

AFULA, ISRAEL - Fourteen 
year-old Ami is the son of Sandra 
Steuer Cohen from Teaneck, NJ 

There are many I know who 
have "more" than 

period of time, Ami found him
self buried under hundreds and 
hundreds of Beanie Babies, many 
having found their way to Ami's 
doorstep in large cartons from 
anonymous donors. 

Sandra never imagined that 
they would be so inundated with 
gifts; she then faced the dilemma 
of how to get them to the children 
of Emek Medical Center. She 
decided that parcel post would be 
the most rational route and she and 
Ami together packaged the wealth 
of toys into eight cartons filled to 
capacity. The mailing costs ($700) 
shocked them both and a decision 

needed to be 

they do, but few 
who are more 
generous, spir
ited and prin
cipled. Sandra is 
well familiar with 
Israel; her tl\ree 
grandchildren 
were born to her 
daughter here in 
Emek and still 
reside in Afula. 

"We salute this 
made. Together 
they decided 
that this cause 
took precedence 
over Sandra's 
limited income 
and eight car-

young man and 
are honored that 

he and his mother 
did what they did 

for us." 

tons of joy 
began their 
expensive jour
ney to Israel. 

The first 

That was the 
catalyst for a ges-
ture that has evolved into a saga. 
Sandra was well aware that many 
families in New Jersey communi
ties had stashes of unused Beanie 
Babies; she thought that they 
would be better off in the hands of 
disadvantaged Israeli children. In 
the summer of 2009, she discussed 
the idea with Ami and he imme
diately embraced it with all of 
his heart. He energetically began 
collecting the loveable dolls from 
friends and classmates and the 
word quickly spread throughout 
Teaneck and neighboring commu
nities and the drive was on. 

Within an unimaginably short 

three made 
their way to 

my office. The other five were 
intercepted by the Haifa Customs 
Authority - it demanded exorbi
tant tax fees before releasing them. 
As is customary here, I began cor
responding via fax to the Haifa 
Customs Authority, explaining 
that the contents were simply used 
dolls, not for resale and meant as 
a donation for Israeli hospitalized 
children. 

The five cartons were then 
shipped to the Afula Post Office 
with explicit instructions that they 
were not to be released without 
Customs payment. The perplexed 
Post Office manager invited me for 

AMI COHEN and Beanie Babies 

a meeting to try and resolve this 
issue that had now been dragging 
on for more than three months. 

After meeting in the Post 
Office, the manager understood, 
agreed with me and filled out spe
cial forms requesting that Cus
toms release the cartons free of any 
charges. The cartons were then 
returned to Haifa in a senseless 
bureaucratic act that I found most 
difficult to understand. 

Many days later, some nameless 
Customs clerk called to inform me 
that the used Beanie Babies would 
not be released without payment. 
I replied to him that their attitude 
was incomprehensible by any stan
dard of rational thought and that 
Emek was not prepared (nor are 
we able) to pay such Customs fees. 

So, where are those hun
dreds of Beanie Babies that 
14- year-old Arni collected for 

a bunch of kids on the other 
side of the world and that his 
mother paid so dearly for? Today, 
I cannot answer that question. 
The Jewish Agency and newspa
per journalists are now involved 
in trying to right this obvious 
wrong. I am writing this to you for 
the following reasons ... 

That you should know about the 
heart of young Ami who went an 
extra long mile in an unselfish ges
ture for the well being of children 
he would never know. This young 
man possesses a contagious spirit 
of giving that many could learn 
from. 

That if anyone is considering 
sending gifts to Emek's children 
via regular post, I strongly rec
ommend that you do not do so. 
The risk of unjustified additional 
expenses in the form of Customs' 
duties is now painfully apparent. 

The beautiful heart of Ami has 
touched us all, regardless of the 
current whereabouts of his Beanie 
Babies. Ami did what he did out 
of love, tzedakah and an evolving 
maturity where he realizes that 
there are those in our world with 
less than he and that it is OK to 
help strangers. We salute this 
young man and are honored that 
he and his mother did what they 
did for us. 

Emel< 4 Kids offers a simple, saft 
solution for anyone caring to make 
a donation. Go to www.clalit. 
org. illhaemek/ Content/Content. 
asp?CID=146&u=668 

Larry Rich is the director of devel
opment, international patients 
& public relations, at Emel< Medical 
Center. Contact him at rich_l@clalit. 
org.il. 
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EXE:cUTIVE EDITOR'S 

REPORT 

The responses 
to Haiti 

BY NANCY KIRSCH 

nkirsch@jfri.org 

TIE DEVASTATION in 
aiti is beyond heart-breaking. 

The number of people who have 
been killed, coupled with the mul
titudes who have gone without food 
and water, is nearly impossible to fully 
comprehend and absorb. Even though 
we've all been inundated with stark 
images and news through the Internet, 
cell phones and the traditional media 
of television and print media, I find my 
mind can't quite conceive of such mas
sive losses. 

Given that, I have no words of 
wisdom, no advice to offer. Instead, I 
simply offer these thoughts about peo
ple's responses to the crisis in Haiti. 

Hooray for the American military! 
As· a nation, we have made plenty of 
tactical and strategic mistakes, we have 
found ourselves fighting wars that are 
not, I believe, our fights to fight and 
we have, all too often, propped up and 
supported the individual or party that 
we wrongly identified as the "best of 
two bad choices." In Haiti, though, 
the American military has been 
responsible for helping: get the airport 
open, care for the grievously injured, 
maintain order and peace, and get des
perately needed goods - from food and 
water to medical and surgical equip
ment supplies - to the Haitians. 

Hooray for the Israelis! The Israel 
Defense Forces (IDF) sent teams of 
doctors and nurses to help care for the 
injured of Haiti. In fact, IDF personnel 
were the ones who helped a 15-year
old Haitian girl safely deliver her baby. 
The baby's name is Israel. 

Closer to home, hooray for our 
Jewish community! Mere hours after 
the earthquake's damage became 
apparent, the Jewish Federation of 
Rhode Island (]FRI) joined an inter
national effort, with the American 
Joint Distribution Committee (JDC), 
to provide humanitarian funds to help 
residents of Haiti. Thanks, too, to the 
anonymous donor who established 
a $10,000 matching grant for funds 
received by Wednesday, Jan. 20. As 
of the time I write this, more than 
$35,000 has been donated to the fund! 

A miniscule hooray- and a whack 
across their collective heads - for 
the politicians! It's great that former 
presidents George W. Bush and Bill 
Clinton and Rhode Island's Demo
cratic and Republican parties put aside 
partisanship to raise money. But - and 
it's a huge but-why is it that only when 
international, natural disasters - hurri
canes, earthquakes, etc. - elicit politi
cians' willingness to set aside partisan 
nastiness, back-stabbing and postur
ing. 

Remember, karma is a b - - - -! 
That message goes to those ill-advised 
low-lifes who solicit funds allegedly 

See AMERICA, Page 6 

IT SEEMS To ME 

All ideology corrupts 
O'Pen-ended searchinu absolute freedom from the_ fetters of ideo1-

0 ogy - freedom from any ng1d structure of 
far God unexamined assumptions. According to 

Peter Ackroyd, whose biography of Shake
speare appeared in 2005, the playwright was 
without strong opinions and beliefs. "He 
subdued his nature to whatever in the drama 
confronted him. He was, in that sense, 
above faith." That is to say, as far as we can 
tell from a distance of 400 years, Shake
speare never had an ax to grind. He was able 
to maintain a focused open-mindedness that 
enabled him to embrace apparent truths and 

I HAVE OFTEN thought that were I 
to be exiled to some remote island and 
permitted to take with me but two 
books, I would take in one of my hands 

a Tanakh, our Hebrew Bible; in the other 
hand, I would hold a volume of the complete 
works of William Shakespeare. As many of 
you know, our Tanakh is in reality an entire 

library containing different 
forms of Hebrew literature 
- and even a smattering of 
Aramaic - composed during 
a period of roughly 1,000 
years, 1200 B.C.E - 200 
B.C.E. This vast collection 
oflaw, lore, myth, story, his
tory, prophecy, poetry and 

Rabb. r proverb expresses our ances
Ro 16,lDl tors' ongoing relationship 

sen erg with their God. 
My life has been 

immensely deepened and enriched by my 
continuing attempt to wrest meaning in the 
here and now from these texts that carry a 
millennial burden of human experience. 
In his plays Shakespeare has put on stage 
characters who have transcended the time 
and space of Elizabethan England. To a 
greater degree than any other author, the 
Bard possessed the uncanny ability to create 
with words men and women who seem some
how "more real" than you or me: Hamlet, 
Lady Macbeth, Prince Hal, Falstaff, Lear, 
Othello, Iago, Cleopatra ... a list that goes 
on and on. Indeed, the contemporary liter
ary critic, Harold Bloom, has chosen to sub
title his 750-page work on Shakespeare, 1he 
Invention of the Human. 

What enabled Shakespeare to create such 
complete and complex individuals was his 

"P_ower tends to corrupt, 
and absolute power 
corrupts absolutely." 

Lord Acton, 1887 

their opposites; for he celebrated the miracle 
and the mystery of our human personality, 
the unexplainable contradictions that make 
us who we are. 

What may seem surprising at first glance 
is that our Tanakh is also free from an over
arching ideology. A close reading of our 
biblical literature will confirm what our 
rabbis had to say at a later age: "Eilu v'eilu 
divrei Elohim chayim. These and these are the 
words of the living God." Throughout much 
of our Tanakh there is an abiding sense of 
God's presence in history; but the notion of 
who this God is changes from book to book, 
from one era to the next: in Exodus God is 
referred to as Ish Milchamah, a Man of War, 
while in Isaiah, God demands that we beat 
our swords into plowshares and our spears 
into pruning hooks. 

While it cannot be denied that the belief 

Letters to the Editor 
Doris Feinberg is au 
exceptional leader 

THE DEC. 11 issue of 1he Voice & 
Herald included a column by Federation 

president, Doris Feinberg, ("It takes a Jewish 
community .. .") in which she acknowledged 
Steve Rakitt and me for the impact we may 
have had on her development as a volunteer 
leader. It has been, incredibly, 22 years since 
I had the privilege to serve as the assistant 
director of Rhode Island's wonderful Federa
tion. The impact of the outstanding leaders 
in Rhode Island's Jewish community, includ
ing Doris, was immeasurable in our growth 
as Jewish communal workers. It helped pave 
the way for our current roles as executive 
directors, Steve in Atlanta, and me in Jack
sonville. 

I first met Doris and her husband, Alan, 
when we began a Young Leadership pro
gram in Newport in the early 1980s. Every
one knew that she was going to be a talented 
leader! She has always cared deeply for our 
fellow Jews, and she was consistently able to 
strike a balance between local and overseas 
needs. She learned, as Steven and I did, 
from incredible mentors such as Mel Alperin 
how much good could be accomplished when 
one is not overly concerned with who gets 
the credit for quality community building 
work. Doris will be an outstanding presi-

dent. 
Doris is an excellent example of a special 

volunteer willing to work, share and learn 
with Jewish professionals. I was deeply 
moved by her kind words. 

Alan Margolies 
Jacksonville, Fla. 

M argolies served ar the arsistant director of 
J.f"RI from 1980 -87. H e har been the execu
tive director of the Jacksonville Jewish Federa
tion since 1990. 

Hospice story -
an important one 

"l J( TE WANT TO thank 1he Voice & 
V V H erald for the wonderful story about 

hospice and Home &Hospice Care of Rhode 
Island ("Hospice eases end of life," by Nancy 
Kirsch, in the Jan. 8 issue). 

Thank you for devoting so much time, 
attention and ink to this story. She did a great 
job getting information to the community 
about how hospices, generally, and Home & 
Hospice Care of Rhode Island, specifically, 
help families with end-of-life issues. 

Diana Franchitto 
Franchitto is the president and 

chief executive officer 
Home & Hospice Care of Rhode Island 

Providence 

'wwwJvhri.org 

that God rewards the righteous and pun
ishes the wicked permeates the book of 
Deuteronomy and most of the prophetic 
literature, the books of Kohelet and Job 
contradict this point of view by raising that 
burning question: Why do the innocent 
suffer? Thus, although individual sections of 
our Tanakh may seem to fall within ideo
logical straitjackets, our Tanakh- taken as a 
whole - encourages that open-ended search
ing, that God-wrestling implied by God's 
self-identification to Moses at the burning 
bush: "Ehyeh Asher Ehyeh, I will be Who I 
will be." (Exodus 3.14) 

Today's politicians and opinion makers 
would benefit from the double dose of 
Tanakh and Shakespeare, for so much of 
their thinking has been corrupted by the 
power of unquestioned ideology. A few 
years ago, Garry Wills, writing in 1he N ew 
York R eview of Books, criticized then-Presi
dent George W. Bush for his "reckless dis
regard of evidence." Will's criticism can 
be applied to all ideologues - be they on 
the right or on the left. Once a person has 
entered the prison of a particular ideology, 
he is no longer capable of allowing facts to 
get in the way of his "certainties." 

Back in 1887, Lord Acton wrote in a letter 
to Bishop Mandell Creighton, "Power tends 
to corrupt, and absolute power corrupts 
absolutely. Great men are almost always bad 
men." Let me update Lord Acton's words: 

Ideology tends to corrupt, and absolute 
ideology corrupts absolutely. Ideologues are 
almost always bad men ... because they have 
forgotten how to think. 

Today, more than ever, we need to break 
the chains of ideology. Time to turn to 
Tanakah. Time to turn to Shakespeare. 
Time to be free. 

SEND US YOUR 
LETTERS .... 

The Voice & Herald 
welcomes 
letters 
from our I readers. 
Send 
letters 
(no more 

than 250 words, 
please) to voiceherald@ 
jfri.org or The Voice & 
Herald, 130 Sessions 
St., Providence, RI 
02906. 

Letters must be 
signed and may be 
edited for content and 
length. 
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Official period of 
mourning ends 

N EARLY 14 YEARS 
ago I rose in shut 
and said a final 
Kaddish, ending 

my official period of mourning 
for my mother. This year, on 

Josh 
Stein 

Jan. 9, as the 
sun set in the 
West ending 
Shabbat, I 
rose and faced 
east ending 
my obligation 
as a Kaddish 
sayer, this 
time for my 
father. People 

asked me why I go. I don't 
pray; I think, I read, I write in 
my mind. Hardly anyone else 
since I started saying Kaddish 
in February has stayed with 
the program at my synagogue, 
so what do these other people 

It takes an expert 
to keep track 

ISRAELI POLITICS has a 
bewildering array of parties 
and political ideologies; to 
make matters "worse," they 

also change their shape and name 
over time. When it comes to reli
gious camps in the Holy Land, how
ever, there seems to be a comforting 
consistency: Ultra-orthodox, ortho

Sam 
Lehman 
Wilzig 

dox, and secular. 
Right? Nothing 
could be further 
from the truth. 

Approximately 
50 percent of 
Jewish Israelis 
define them
selves as "secu
lar." Yet, this is 
no monolithic 
secularity. 

One group 
is ideologically 
secular, even 

atheistic and determinedly anti
clerical. For them, God doesn't 
exist, never did, yet the Jewish 
people did develop a worthy 
national culture that makes us still 
"Jewish" - but there's no way they 
will allow the rabbis to determine 
what "Jewish" means. 

Another group isn't sure about 
God, doesn't know much about 
Judaism at all (Isaiah who?), but 
is happy to celebrate Hanukkah 
(delicious jelly doughnuts), Purim 
(fun masquerade party) and Pass
over (great family get-together). 

A third secular group is groping: 
formerly (and perhaps still) agnos
tic religiously, but very interested 

FROM THE OLD OLIVErn 

Is Kaddish for the living or the dead? 
know that I don't? I doubt if 
they loved their parents less 
than I loved mine, so that's not 
it. Maybe my academic sched
ule makes it easier. But ease is 
not the answer. The hours of 
services are not so difficult to 
plan around. 

Hardly anyone else since 
started saying Kaddish in February 
has stayed with the program at my 
synagogue, so what do these other 
people know that I don't? I doubt if 
they loved their parents less than I 
loved mine, so that's not it. Maybe 
my academic schedule makes it 
easier. But ease is not the answer. 
The hours of services are not so 
difficult to plan around. 

Friends to whom I confided 
these thoughts either tried to con
vince me that merely by going I 
would get into the swing of things, 
or asked the same question I posed 
to myself, "Why bother?" This was 
a tough one. I wasn't sure. When 
I had these same thoughts about 
why I was saying Kaddish for my 
mother, I wrote to friends: "In the 

end I concluded that, as my mother 
was always there for me when she 
was alive (sometimes too much so), 
I would be there for her, fulfilling 
the obligation imposed on me cen
turies before either of us was born." 

And so, for her, and not for me, 
I went to shut and said Kaddish and 
prayed, if at all, that I could pray. 
There was another reason I went, 
even less rational than the first. 
Maybe, just maybe, if I continued 
this charade and did the coming 
and going, the standing and sit
ting, the bowing and swaying, 
maybe, just maybe when it was all 
over, she would be back, not dead, 
laughing with me, talking to me, 
scolding me for some 'faux pas' I 
didn't know I'd committed. This 
was obviously a thought verging 
on idiocy and I was not blasphe
mous enough to pray for her to be 
alive again - but somewhere in the 
innermost, most primitive recesses 
of my mind, the thought (if it can 
be so dignified) lingered. Stupid, I 
know, but unshakable, neverthe
less. 

I no longer held that idea this 
time, but the other day, a fellow 
sat in my accustomed seat, the one 
to which I went to at every service. 
He asked why that seat was so 
special to me. "How else will my 
father know that I'm here, unless 
I'm in my seat?" I replied, and then 
felt myself blushing at the absurdi
ties that spew forth my unguarded 
mouth. 

So, there I sat as the sun set on 
Jan. 9, ending both Shabbat and 
my period of mourning, wonder
ing. Wondering why I could not 
pray, wondering why I was going 
to miss this twice daily ritual - and 
I knew that I would. I'd miss the 
companionship of the others and 
their bonhomie; I'd miss the special 
feeling of standing to say Kaddish; 
I'd miss the forlorn hope; I'd miss 
the structure it created for my day; 
I'd miss my father and wouldn't 
be doing anything for him again, 
twice a day as I had for those 11 
months. The official period of 
mourning would be over, but not 
my personal sense of loss. The 11 

REFLECTIONS ON/OF ISRAEL 

The state of religion in Israel 
in Jewish history, philosophy and 
customs. They have even produced 
an amazing oxymoron: secular 
"koller (religious school of deep 
study)! 

The next major religious "camp" 
is called the masoratim, i.e. tradi
tionalists, not to be confused with 
the Jewish-American, religious 
Conservative movement's clear 
religious philosophy (even if many 
American adherents don't follow 
its guidelines in practice). Rather, 
Israeli masoratim are a hodgepodge 
of Jews who feel deep respect for 
the Jewish faith, its customs, and 
the rabbinical leadership - but are 
very lax in following the letter of 
the law. Thus, they will invariably 
go to Shabbat services every Satur
day morning (in an Orthodox syn
agogue, of course), return home 
for Kiddush and family meal - and 
then drive off to the beach .... They 
are mostly Mizrachim (emigrants 
from the Arab countries), with a 
low level of "theology" - but not to 
be discounted, as they constitute 
30 percent oflsrael's overalJ Jewish 
population. 

The third camp (10 percent) is 
what Israelis calJ "National-Reli
gious" - the ones with the knit
ted skullcaps. Yet here too there is 
much greater diversity than meets 
the yarmulke. On the one hand, 
are the familiar Orthodox Jews 
attending state religious schools, 
serving in the army and zealously 
supporting Zionism - which is 
why so many live in Judea and 
Samaria, the historical seat of the 
Jewish people. On the other hand, 
the more "modern Orthodox" have 
more of a Western, liberal-political 
ethos (caring for the downtrodden, 

including the Palestinians); other 
than tbe medium-to-smalJ kipot on 
their heads they're indistinguish
able from general Israeli society. 
And on tbe third hand (another 
miracle from the Holy Land), there 
are the hardalim, an acronym for 
"Haredi-Leumi:" religiously ultra
Orthodox but nationally Zionist. 
They wear much larger skullcaps 
(more like skull covers), even when 
serving in the army; at home, 
though, they could easily be con
fused with the ultra-Orthodox. 

And the final 10 percent: the 
ultra-Orthodox are seemingly the 
most monolithic of all. The reality 
is precisely the opposite! It would 
take a book to explain alJ the 
nuanced diversity (and internal, 
mutual animosity) of the Haredim. 
Suffice it to say that they are split 
along ethnic lines (Ashkenazim vs. 
Mizrakhim), along national lines 
("moderate" non-Zionists vs. rabid 
anti-Zionists), and even along reli
gious lines (true hardliners vs. mild 
adaptationists). 

The last sub-group is the most 
recent and perhaps the most inter
esting: Israel now has a grow
ing number of... "neo-Haredim"! 
These ultra-Orthodox live a very 
religiously observant life, but they 
now go to college, serve in the 
army, and (Heaven forfend!) even 
surf the Internet. That's a big deal 
for a society that has always blindly 
obeyed its rabbinical leaders who 
continue to forbid the use of TV 
and the Internet. 

In short, Israel has its own ver
sion of global warming: a reli
gious iceberg that is cracking into 
many smaller floats, each moving 
in a different direction, occasion-

wwwJyhri.org 

ally clashing with each other, 
but mostly seeking its own calm, 
coastal waters. To be sure, there 
are many economic, social and 
political ramifications of this phe
nomenon but we shall leave these 
for another time. Merely keeping 
track of all these religious break
aways is enough of an effort for 

months were obsessively too long, 
but emotionally they were much 
too short. 

When the last time I rose to say 
that final Kaddish for my mother, 
I found that I couldn't. My throat 
choked, tears streamed from 
my eyes, my knees suddenly felt 
unable to sustain my weight. I sat, 
sobbing, trying desperately to utter 
the magic words that would bring 
her back to life as she had been 
before her final illness, though I 
knew that that could not be. What 
really hurt was the realization that 
I could do no more for her. She was 
now officialJy, completely beyond 
my futilely outstretched help
ing hand. That was embarrassing. 
My hope was that such histrionics 
would not be repeated, no tears, 
just a simple stand up, say the 
prayer and sit down. Over. And so 
it was. Done. 

Josh Stein is a proftssor of history at 
Roger Williams University. You can 
contact him at jstein@rwu.edu. 

now. 

Prof Lehman-Wilzig teaches at 
Bar-llan University in Israel During 
1997-99, he was chairman of the Israeli 
Political Studies Association, and in 
2008-09, he was a Schusterman Vis
iting Professor at Brown University. 
Visit his Web site at www.profilw.com. 

DryBonesBlog.com 
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ANOTHER PERSPECTIVE 

Merger of The Miriam, Rhode Island hospitals essential 
Only integrated 

medical centers will 
succeed in this era 

BY EDWARD WING, M.D. 
Special to The Voice & Herald 

W EN I WAS 
rst recruited to 
rown to become 
hair of medicine 

in 1997, one of the first people I 
talked to was Fred Schiffman at 
The Miriam Hospital (TMH). 
Fred was an outstanding source 
of information about Brown, the 
hospitals, particularly TMH, 
Providence and Rhode Island. 
As most of you know, he contin
ues to be an excellent advisor and 
friend. 

I also have relied on the advice 
and friendship of Dr. Chuck Car
penter as well as many others in 
TMH community. As a family, 
we have used the hospital for our 
own care. 

In my role as chair of medicine 
I divided my time between TMH 
and the Rhode Island Hospital 
(RIH), successfully consolidat
ing programs, overseeing the 
faculty and residents, and sup
porting the department in all its 
aspects. Because my clinic has 

been located at TMH for the past 
12 years, I have had a particu
lar insight into that institution. 
TMH is an outstanding hospital 
with a long history of providing 
superb, patient-centered care, 
educating generations of health 
care providers and supporting 
first rate research. 

Becoming dean of the A lpert 
Medical School one-and-one
half years ago has given me a 
broader role throughout the med
ical community, but I continue to 
have the same mission, i.e., con
cerns and responsibilities for the 
students, residents, faculty and 
institutions, and the same con
cerns for TMH. 

The merger of the RIH and 
TMH is a good thing for both 
institutions as well as for Brown. 
We live in a time of transition, 
when smaller hospitals are fail
ing and academic medical cen
ters are growing and succeeding. 
Only integrated hospital systems, 
usually affiliated with medical 
schools (academic medical cen
ters), have the perceived quality, 
the efficiency, and the resources 
for outstanding programs. Our 
neighbors, e.g., Partners H ealth 
Care (Brigham and Women's 
H ospital plus the M assachusetts 
General H ospital), the Beth 
I srael/D eaconess, Tufts/New 

Letter to the Editor 
Benjamin Levin was a great leader 

STORY THE 
by Geral

dine Foster ("Two 
members of militia 
remembered," in 
the Nov. 13 issue of 
The Voice & Herald 
brought back won
derful memories 
of my great-uncle, 
Benjamin Levin. In 
addition to being 
a member of the 
First Light Infan
try Brigade, and 
the Ancient and 
Honorable Artillery 
Company of Boston 
(both noted in the 
article), he was also 
a past commander 
of the First Light 
Infantry Veterans 
in Providence, and 
held memberships in 
the Boston Fusiliers, /R.I. Jewish Hlst0,1ca1 Association 

Kentish Guards, BENJAMIN LEVIN 
Varnum Continen-
tals, O ld Guard of New York City and Veteran Guard Third Regi
ment of Philadelphia, among other military organizations. His 
father, Simon (Simcha) Levin was one of five people on the com
mittee to buy Lincoln Cemetery for Sons of Zion of Providence. 

Irma Cohen Silverman 
Cranston 

England Medical Center, Boston 
University Medical Center, the 
Yale/ New Haven H ospitals, and 
the University of Massachusetts 
Medical Center are all integrated 
academic medical centers with 
outstanding clinical, educational, 
and research programs. 

These institutions, some of the 
best in the country, are our com
petition. They are efficient, orga
nized, and aggressive and have 
developed well-known programs 
through centralized strategic 
planning. Rhode Island hospitals 
and physician groups are plagued 
by fractionation. The only way 
that we are going to remain as 
first class hospitals is to consoli
date and act as an academic med
ical center. I will go even further 
and state my belief that the only 
way TMH will maintain its high 
profile of excellence is to com
bine with the RIH. As an essen
tial component of this merger, 
there should be at least several 
high profile programs based at 
TMH; these programs should 
build on strengths of the Miriam 
and make sense for the larger 
organization. This development 
should be paralleled at the RIH 
with consolidation and g rowth 
of outstanding programs there. 
Both institutions should commit 
resources to programs centered 

"l will go even 
further and state 
my belief that the 

only way TMl-l will 
maintain its high 

profile of excellence 
is to combine 

with RlH." 

at one of the two hospitals. There 
should not be duplication of high 
end, high tech services at both 
institutions. Therefore, I am fully 
supportive of this merger. I see it 
as the only option for long-term 
success ofTMH. 

Some in the community think 
that the integrity of TMH is at 
risk. Specifically they are con
cerned that first-rate programs 
will not be developed at TMH, 
that the culture of patient care/ 
nursing will be lost and that the 
sense of community might be 
lost. While these risks are pos
sible, they are being addressed 
by appropriate processes, leader
ship, and an understanding of 
the long-term advantages of the 

merger. 
The leadership of Lifespan has 

formed committees of all the 
stakeholders, including M.D.s. 
These committees have been 
charged with meeting the chal
lenges in the context of the long
term advantages of combining 
the strengths of both hospitals. 
I know that the Lifespan leader
ship is committed to the institu
tion. As dean and a long time 
supporter of TMH, I have the 
same commitment. 

Dr. Edward Wing is the dean of 
the Warren Alpert Medical School of 
Brown University. Contact him at 
Edward_ Wing_ MD@brown.edu. 

Please visit page 33 
of our Bridal Section 

to read two opinion 
pieces about marriage. 
One piece, by Rabbi 
Sarah Mack, is about 
marriage equality, and 
the second, by Edmund 
C. Case, the chief 
executive officer of 
www.lnterfaithFamily. 
com, is about interfaith 
marriage. 

AMERICA: Sends money, military and more 
From Page 4 

for Haiti, but, in actuality, for their 
own personal gain. As hard as it is 
for me to envision the enormity of 
the needs in Haiti, it's no less chal
lenging for me to imagine such self
centered avarice. 

Remember, for those of you who 
do want to donate: Don't give our 
personal information to anyone you 
don't know, do donate only to repu
table and familiar organizations (the 
JFRI, the JDC, the American Red 
Cross, etc.). 

Maybe the U.S. doesn't deserve 
a black eye! Isn't it interesting that 
America, so often disparaged and 
even reviled by other countries, is 
the country that always, always steps 
up to help? Is it an arrogant attitude 
of "We're the best, we know better, 
we'll fix your problem for you" or 
a supportive attitude of "We have 
resources, we want to help you." 

I, who was so anti-American in 
the 1970s that I tried to "pass" as a 
Canadian when I was traveling in 

HAITI - REAR ADM. JOSEPH KERNAN, Commander, U.S. 4th Fleet, 
helps military personnel from USS Kearsarge unload disaster relief 
supplies to aid those affected by the recent earthquake in Haiti. 

Europe, choose to believe it's the 
latter, more generous, attitude. 

Have we learned lessons from 
Hurricane Katrina that we can 

apply to the situation in Haiti? 
Will Haiti come out of this stron
ger? Let's hope so. 

Everyone has an opinion, what's yours? 

ARE YOU A PERSON of 

strong opinions? Do you 

want to share those opinions in a 

well-written. clear and persuasive 

op-ed of no more than 700 words? 

If so. and you have something to 

wwwjvhri.org 

write about that is relevant, timely 

and of interest to the Jewish com

munity, The Voice & Herald wants 

to hear from you! 

Please send your op-ed to 
voiceherald@jfri.org for us to 

consider for publication. When 

you send the op-ed, please put 

OPINION in the subject line. 

Thank you. 
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AsKWENDY 'Never Again' nominees sought 
Purim brings opportunities 

H,!~:, family fu'¥' 
wjoering@jfti.org = W AT IS A good 

ay to celebrate ~ 
urim with my 
mily? 

PROVIDENCE - The Never 
Again Award affirms volunteers 
whose actions inspire and sup
port the Holocaust Education 
and Resource Center of Rhode 
Island (HERCRI) who have not 
been previously recognized. If 
you're not sure if your prospec
tive nominee has been previously 
recognized, call the HERCRI at 
453-7860 to ask. 

The award is given to an indi
vidual or group whose activities 

have made a significant contribu
tion to the mission of HERCRI, 
which is to teach the history of 
the H olocaust to promote human 
dignity and justice, and to serve as 
a memorial to its victims. HERC 
must receive completed nomina
tions by Thursday, Feb. 11. 

Each nomination must include 
the application date, the nomi
nees name, address, telephone 
number and email address, a sum
mary statement (500 to 700 words) 

explaining why this individual 
or group is being nominated, the 
nominator's name, address, tele
phone number and email address. 

Submit this information by email 
to the executive director of HERCRI 
at mzeidman@hercri.org or by mail 
to HERCRI, 401 Elmgrove Ave., 
Providence, RI 02906. R emember 
the Feb. 11 deadline! 

This was one of the easiest 
questions to answer so far! Fami
lies can begin the celebration of 
Purim a bit early by participat
ing in the Purim Mitzvah Day at 
the Phyllis Siperstein Tamarisk 
Assisted Living Residence on 
Sunday, Feb. 7. 

Kollel establishes new location 

Purim Mitzvah Day, which has 
been hosted by Tamarisk for sev
eral years now, is a fun and edu
cational way to celebrate and your 
family will be doing a mitzvah! 

BY V OICE & H ERA LD STAFF 

voiceherald@jfri.org 
advice and friendship." 

The Providence Community 
Kolle! is a community resource 
that provides open, non-judg
mental insight into the Judaism's 
relevance in the 21st century. 
Community members are wel
come to drop by any night of the 

week for a class or for a one-on
one discussion. 

Contact the Providence Commu
nity Kolle/ at 383-2786 (phone}, 
383-2788 (fax}, or info@provi
dencekollel.org. The Web site, www. 
providencekollel.org, has a list of 
Kolle/ activities. 

Children and their families 
will celebrate with the residents of 
Tamarisk and help prepare Purim 
treats to share with other seniors 
in the community. Among other 
activities, participants will make 
more than 1,000 hamentaschen, 
which will be distributed to 
seniors in assisted living facilities 
and nursing homes throughout 
Rhode Island. 

them to the seniors who will be 
treated to a delectable delight. 

PAWTUCKET - The Provi
dence Community KolJel has 
established a satellite location at 
671 East Ave., in Pawtucket. The 
KolJel's Center for Jewish Studies' 
satellite location provides better 
parking, easier access and more 
visibility than that which was 
available at its original location 
in the Jewish Community Center 
of Rhode Island (JCCRI). Kolle! 
will maintain an office in the 
JCCRI and the contact informa
tion (see below) will remain the 
same. 

F einherg and Laye on the radio 
And this is where another PROVIDENCE - Doris Fein

Beginning on Feb. 8, volun
teers will pick up the hamen
taschen - already packaged in 
handmade shaloch manot bags -
from Jewish Eldercare of Rhode 
Island OERI) and then distribute 

mitzvah opportunity presents 
itself JERI needs volunteers to 
make deliveries around the state. 
If you are interested in volunteer
ing your time to deliver shaloch 
manot bags, please contact me at 
331-0956, ext. 169. 

It's sure to be another success
ful day of mitzvot and fun for the 
whole family. 

Wendy j oering is the community 
concierge for the Jewish community 
in Rhode Island. 

• • 

"For five-and-one-half years, 
we have shared space at the 
JCCRI," said Rabbi Raphie 
Schochet. "The JCCRI has been 
an outstanding partner in help
ing further the goals of enriching 
Jewish life here in Rhode !sland. 
W e thank each and every member 
of the staff for all of their help, 

JSSJOn 
OSS1.ble: 

MODERN I SRAEL , ANCIENT PRICES 

Doris 
Feinberg 

RHODE ISLAND COMMUNITY M ISSION 
MARCH 1-10, 2010 

berg, the 
president of the 
Jewish Federa
tion of Rhode 
Island (JFRI) 
and head of 
the Prospero 
Group, a con
sulting g roup 
that counsels 
non-profits, 
and Bradley 
Laye, JFRI's 

chief philanthropy officer and 
a certified fi nancial planner, 
will be on the Patricia Raskin 
Positive Living™ radio show on 
Sunday, Jan. 24. The show airs at 
12:30 p.m. on WPRO 630 PRO/ 
AM and 99.7 FM . 

Nationally recognized radio 
talk show host Patricia Raskin 
will interview Feinberg and 
Laye about philanthropy, fund
raising and volunteerism. 

Join your friends and neighbors on this adventure-packed mission to Israel at a price 

you won't believe! 

From off-road Jeep excursions along the Golan Heights to ancient archeological 

excavations in Jerusalem, from the mystical town of Safed to the cosmopolitan 

beaches of Tel Aviv, all of Israel is yours to discover. 

Airfare, top of the line accommodations, excursions, most meals, all for $2900. 
JFRI will subsidize transportation costs to and from New York. 

Contact B e th D indas at bdindas@jfri.org or 401-421-4111 x174 
for complete itinerary or more informat ion . 

Jew'ish 
Federation 
oJ 
Rhode 
Island 

www.JFRl.org 

wwwjvhri.org 
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The Voice & Herau1 wants to hear from you! 

It's a win-win 
experience 

PROVIDENCE - We want your 
opinion of 7he Jewish Voice & 
Herald. If you participate in this 
survey - either online or in hard 
copy, and provide contact infor
mation - you could be one of five 
people who will win a gift card 
ofSl00 to either Stop & Shop or 
Eastside Marketplace. 

In addition to appearing here 
in the paper, the survey is also 
available on line. Go to www.jfri. 
org or www.jvhri.org and click 
on the "survey link." If you fill 
it out in print, please return it to 
Nancy Kirsch, 7he Voice & H erald, 
130 Sessions St., Providence, RI 
02906. 

Please be prompt! Submis
sions MUST BE RECEIVED, 
whether online or by mail, by 
Feb.19. Submissions received after 
that date may not be counted, and 
you may not be eligible for the gift 
card drawing. Please print legibly! 

READERS' SURVEY 
Thank you for agreeing to par

ticipate in our survey. Individual 
survey answers will be tabulated 
as a whole and no individual infor
mation or household data will be 
disclosed. Please do not answer 
the survey more than once - just 
answer once, online or in print. 
If you are filling out the survey 

in print, please begin here! If you 
need more space, please complete 
your answers legibly on an attached 
piece of paper. Thank you. 

If you wish to be entered in 
the raffie for the gift card, please 
LEGIBLY print your name and 
address here. 

Please circle each answer that is 
most accurate. Thank you. 

1. How many years have you 
read The Jewish Voice & Herald? 

0-5 years 
5-15 years 
15-25 years 
25-40 years 
Longer than 40 years 

2. Are you reading more or 
fewer print publications than you 
were five years ago? 

More 
Fewer 
Same 
Unsure 

3. In the past year, have you 
begun to get more or less of your 
news and information from the 
Internet? 

More 
Less 
Same 
Unsure 

4. How would you rate the 
value of The Jewish Voice & Herald 
as a resource to you? 

Very valuable 
Valuable 
Not valuable 

Unsure 

5. What topics do you read 
the MOST in The Jewish Voice & 
Herald? 

(Circle all that apply) 

Calendar/Event listings 
International/Middle East news 
Cultural news 
Opinion/ Regular Columnists 
Josh Stein 
Rabbi Jim Rosenberg 
Alan Krinsky 
Dani Stieglitz 
Dr. Stanley Aronson 
TemaGouse 
Executive Editor's Column 
Opinion/letters to the editor 
Jewish agencies' news 
Community news 
Business news/ business profiles 
Obituaries 
Food 
Simchas/We are read 
Special Sections 

6. What topics do you read in 
The Jewish Voice & Herald? 

(Circle all that apply) 
Calendar/Event listings 
International/Middle East news 
Cultural news 
Opinion/Regular Columnists 
Josh Stein 
RabbiJim Rosenberg 
Alan Krinsky 
Dani Stieglitz 
Dr. Stanley Aronson 
TemaGouse 
Executive Editor's column 
Opinion/ letters to the editor 
Jewish agencies' news 
Community news 

AN EVENING WITH JACKIE MACMULLAN 
WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY10 7:30-9 PM MCFADDEN'S 

• MEN'S NIGHT OUT• 

Come meet Jackie MacMullan. Her 28-year career has 

made her an expert on all things basketball. Her personal 

friendship with Larry Bird creates a unique understanding 

of the sport and has led to two books. Jackie will talk about 

her new book When The Game Was Ours co-authored with 

Larry Bird and Magic Johnson, and field your question~. 

Reservations required online at www.JFRl.org. 

Tickets: $18. Books will be available for sale and signing. 

McFadden's Restaurant & Saloon is located at 52 Pine St. 

in Downtown Providence. 

All proceeds benefit the Jewish Federation of Rhode Island Annual Campaign 

which supports, among other things, basketball programs at the JCCRI. 

jC'wi1h 
f~C'r.11.:lOn 

ef 
Rhod, 
Island This event is open to those who make a minimum commitment of $180 

to the Annual Community Campaign. 
www.JFRl.org 

wwwJvhri.org 

Business news/business profiles 
Obituaries 
Food 
Simchas/We are read 
Special Sections 

7. What topics would you like 
to see more coverage of? 

Please specify. 

8. What words or thoughts 
come to mind when you think of 
7he]ewish Voice & Herald? 

Please specify. 

9. What other local publica
tions do you read on a regular 
basis? For example, 7he Provi
dence journal, East Side Monthly, 
etc. 

Please specify. 

10. How many issues of The 
Jewish Voice & Herald do you read 
a month? 

One 
Two 
None 

11. How much time do you typ
ically spend with an issue of 7he 
Jewish Voice & Herald? 

Fewer than 5 minutes 
5-15 minutes 
15-30 minutes 
30+ 

12. Where do you receive your 
copyof7heJewish Voice& Herald? 

Subscription/home 
Other 

13. If you choose "other" in 
question 12, please tell us where 
you get your copy of The Jewish 
Voice & Herald. 

14. How often would you like 
to see The Jewish Voice & Herald? 

Every two weeks 
Monthly 

15. What is your perception 
of the newspaper's publisher -
the Jewish Federation of Rhode 
Island? 

Please specify. 

16. In your opinion, what is 
the most important issue for the 
Rhode Island Jewish commu
nity? 

Please specify. 

17. What words or thoughts 
come to mind when you think of 
the Jewish Federation of Rhode 
Island? 

Please specify. 

18. Gender 

Male 
Female 

19.Age 
Under 25 
25-34 
35-44 
45-54 
55-64 
65+ 

20. Employment/ Occupa-
tional Status 

Retired 
Employed full time 
Employed part time 
Student 

21. How many people in your 
household? 

Total? 
Under 18? 

22. Household income: 

Under S50,000 annual income 
$50,000 to S90,000 annual 

income 
$90,000 to S180,000 annual 

income 
More than $180,000 annual 

income 

23. What is your zip code? 

Thank you for taking the time to 
complete this survey. 

Five people to each win $100 gift card 
Just participate in this survey - either online or in hard copy 

- and provide contact information, and you 
could win a gift card of $100 to either Stop & 
Shop or Eastside Marketplace. 

EastsideMarketplace 



COMMUNITY 

MEMBERS OF THE COMMUNITY enjoy movie night at the JCCRI 

A movie night 
fundraiser 

PROVIDENCE - On the cold 
and windy evening of Tuesday, 
Dec. 29, families came together at 

the Jewish Community Center of 
Rhode Island GCCRI) to watch a 
movie and snack on pizza, popcorn 
and candy. Sponsored by Daniel 
Gamm, senior financial advisor for 
Ameriprise Financial in Cranston, 
the event, which charged admis-

sion to the movie-going families, 
helped raise money for the JCCRI. 
Gamm has also held fundraisers 
for other Jewish organizations, 
including the Jewish Community 
Day School. 

Mitzvot and Purim at Tamarisk 
BY NICOLE KATZMAN 

nkatzman@bjeri.org 

WARWICK - Bring the entire 
family to Tatnarisk on Sunday, 
Feb. 7 for the annual hamantashen 
baking and mitzvah day. Children 
are encouraged to bring or wear a 
costume. Festivities include a Purim 
parade, hamantashen baking, card 
making for American and Israeli 
soldiers, a Purim art project and cre
ating beautiful shaloch manot bags to 
be delivered to local nursing homes 
in the community. 

This year we will also have a spe
cial PJ Library Purim story time. The 
program runs from 1:45 to 4:30 p.m. 
This is a great family day and lots 
of fun (and a little bit of mess) for 

children and adults of any age.It is 
also a great opportunity to teach 
children about tzedakah. Every child 
who comes makes a difference in a 
senior's world. 

The program is free, though par
ticipants are asked to bring kosher 
food to support The Full Plate; it 
especially needs tuna fish, oatmeal, 
peanut butter, sugar-free jelly and 
macaroni and cheese. 

The Women's Association of the 
Jewish· Seniors Agency of Rhode 
Island sponsors and coordinates the 
shaloch manot bags' delivery. More 
drivers are always welcome. 

This annual project is a joint effort 
of The PJ Library, The Mothers 
Circle, Jewish Volunteer Connec-

f(,en Lu.~wi9's 
M~ste~/Tl,,m~, 

Jal'\113~ 22-31 
f ..;/Sat at S,,'" S .. 11 at 2r'" 
Jenfcs Aud"ttorium 

·Dmsio" 5tred 
Pawtv.ckd, Rl 

(anoss ~'" /1~ Stadt"'") 

·Dtred'ed ~ Calt Cat

tf s- adu.fts • $12 5"-'d•mts ( thrv. hi9h schoof) 
R ESER VE AT 

www.the«:ommunityplayer s .org 
44 0 I) 726-6860 

tion, and The Network (programs 
of the Bureau of Jewish Education 
and the Jewish Federation of Rhode 
Island), in conjunction with the 
Jewish Seniors Agency of Rhode 
Island, The Full Plate (a program 
of AgeWell Rhode Island) and the 
Phyllis Siperstein TamariskAssisted 
Living Residence. 

Tamarisk is at 3 Shalom Drive in 
Warwick. 

For more information, contact Nicole 
Katzman, Pf Library director at 331-
0956, ext.180ornkatzman@bjeri.org. 
If you are interested in volunteering to 
deliver shaloch manot bags, contact 
Wendy ]oering, community concierge, 
at 331.0956, ext. 169 or wjoering@ 
jfri.org. 

wwwjvhri.org 
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February is Jewish disability 
awareness month 

Meaningful 
inclusion in 
Jewish life 

"If there be someone among you 
a needy person, thou shalt not 
harden thy heart, but thou shalt 
surely open thy hand.• 

Deut.15:7 

PROVIDENCE- The mission 
of Jewish Disability Awareness 
Month is to unite Jewish com
munities and organizations for 
the purpose of raising aware
ness and supporting meaning
ful inclusion of people with 
disabilities and their families in 
every aspect of Jewish life. 

What can you do to help 
during Jewish D isability 
Awareness Month? You can: 

• Offer programs on disabil
ity awareness in our commu
nity. 

• Dedicate a Shabbat service 
to inclusion and the contribu
tions of children and adults 
who have disabilities. 

• Participate in a community
wide disability awareness event 
such as the showing of "Autis
tic License" on Feb. 22, from 7 
p.m. to 9:30 p.m. at the JCCRI. 

• Start a committee on inclu
sion. 

• Lead a discussion on a sec
tion of Leviticus that deals with 
disabilities. 

The Reform, Reconstruc
tionist and Conservative move
ments support Jewish Disability 
Awareness month nationally, 
as does Yachad, the Orthodox 
group that promotes inclusion. 

Please send your scheduled 
events to Beth Brier at bbrier@ 
bjeri.org so we can add them to 
the Jewish Disability Awareness 
M onth calendar and help spread 
the word to make this a meaning
ful month. 

For more information about 
any of these events or programs, 
contact Beth Brier, bbrier@ 
bjeri.org or visit wwwjsped. 
orgfor ideas about programs and 
resources. 

Februa • 2010 

H1 N1 flu season isn't over ... 
Protect yourself and your loved ones 
by getting vaccinated. 

Vaccination is fast and safe! 

Call 401-222-8022 (RI Relay 711) 
or visit www.health.ri.gov 
for a list of free cl inics. 
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Friday 
January22 
Scouts Service 
Local scouts are welcomed to "A 
Scout is Reverent" Shabbat. All 
Scouts are welcome to attend in 
uniform. 

WHERE: Congregation Beth 
David, 102 Kingstown Rd., Nar
ragansett 

WHEN: 7:30 p.m. 

MORE INFO: Ethan Adler at 
486-0110 

Sunday 
January24 
Tu Bi-Sh'vatSeder 
Tu Bi-Sh'vat Seder will be led by 
Rabbi Klein and Linda Silverman 
Levine. 

WHERE: Temple Habonim, 
165 New Meadow Road, 
Barrington 

WHEN: 11 a.m. 

MORE INFO: 245-6536 or www. 
templehabonim.org 

Celebrations 2010 Expo 
Bar/Bat Mitzvah, wedding, and 
other special event vendors 
include DJs, florists, caterers, 
event planners, and photogra
phers. This event is sponsored 
by The Jewish Voice & Herald, 
and features free raffles and free 
admission. 

WHERE: Temple Sinai, 30 Hagen 
Ave., Cranston 

WHEN: 11 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

MORE INFO: Paul Knasin at 942-
8350 or templesinairi.org 

Tu Bi-Sh'vat Family Workshop 
Family workshop for parents and 
their children, ages 4 and older. 

WHERE: Jewish Community Day 
School, 85 Taft Ave., 
Providence 

WHEN: 2:30 pm - 4 pm 

RSVP: dcerep@bjeri.org 

Mini Israeli Film Fest 
Continues 
"Aviva My Love," winner of six 
Israeli Academy awards, will be 
shown, in Hebrew with English 
subtitles. 

WHERE: Temple Beth-El, 70 
Orchard Ave., Providence 

WHEN: 3 p.m. 

MORE INFO: 861 -8800 

Green Reel Films for Sustain
able Living Series 
Narrated by Paul Newman, "The 
Price of Sugar" follows Father 
Christopher Hartley, a charismatic 
Spanish priest, as he organizes 
some of this hemisphere's poor-

est people to fight for their basic 
human rights. Staff from Equal Ex
change will lead the discussion. 

WHERE: Congregation Agudas 
Achim, 901 North Main St., 
Attleboro, MA 

WHEN: 7 p.m. 

MORE INFO: 508-222-2243 

Monday 
January25 
JERI Satellite Hours 
This month's topic is "Jewish 
Comedians - Laughter IS the Best 
Medicine." Susan Adler, Director 
and Ethan Adler, Assistant Direc
tor, will be available to counsel 
seniors and their families on any 
issues or concerns. Ethan will 
also be available for pastoral 
counseling. 

WHERE: Sakonnet Bay Manor, 
1215 Main Road, Tiverton 

WHEN: 10 - 11 :30 p.m. 

MORE INFO: Susan Adler at 621-
5374 or sadler-jeri@jsari.org 

Blood Drive and Bone Marrow 
Donor Testing 

WHERE: Temple Habonim, 165 
New Meadow Rd., Barrington 

WHEN: 2 - 7 p.m. 

MORE INFO: 245-6536 

Thursday 
January28 
JERI Satellite Hours 

SEE: January 25 listing 

WHERE: Congregation B'nai 
Israel, 224 Prospect Street, 
Woonsocket 

WHEN: 2 - 3 p.m. 

MORE INFO: Susan Adler at 621-
5374 or sadler-jeri@jsari.org 

Friday 
January29 
Tu Bi-Sh'vat Seder and Dinner 
WHERE: Temple Torat Yisrael, 

330 Park Ave., Cranston 

WHEN: 5:45 p.m. 

MORE INFO: 785-1800 

Family First Friday Night 
Rabbi Joel Seltzer will lead a 
fun, interactive early Kabbalat 
Shabbat service, with dinner and 
dessert following 

WHERE: Temple Emanu-EI, 99 
Taft Ave., Providence 

WHEN: 5:45 p.m. 

MORE INFO: 331-1616or 
jseltzer@teprov.org 

Shabbat Shira 
Celebrate Shabbat Shira I Sabbath 

in Song) with African-American 
spirituals rooted in Hebrew 
scriptures, featuring bass/bari
tone Frank Ward, Jr., members of 
the professional choir and Cantor 
Judy Seplowin. 

WHERE: Temple Beth-El, 70 
Orchard Ave., Providence 

WHEN: 7 p.m. 

MORE INFO: 331-6070 

Shireinu Leads Musical Shah
bat 
Shabbat service, commemorat
ing The Song of the Sea, when 
Israelites passed from slavery to 
freedom, will be led by Shireinu 
volunteer chorus. 

WHERE: Temple Sina i, 30 Hagen 
Ave., Cranston 

WHEN: 7:30 p.m. 

MORE INFO: 942-8350 or www. 
templesinairi.org 

Sisterhood's Shabbat Shira 
Service 
In a special musical Shabbat 
filled with the sounds of shakers 
and tambourines, the women of 
Sisterhood and Jodi Blankstein 
and Linda Silverman Levine will 
lead worship, singing, creative 
writings, and Torah chanting. 

WHERE: Temple Habonim, 165 
New Meadow Road, Bar
rington 

WHEN: 7:30 p.m. 

MORE INFO: 245-6536 or www. 
templehabonim.org 

Saturday 
January30 
Israeli Scholar at Emanu-EI 
Sam Lehman-Wilzig, professor at 
Bar-llan University, will discuss 
"The Israel-Palestinian Peace 
Process: Assessing Both Sides' 
New Proposals for Breaking the 
Impasse" during Shabbat ser
vices, and will address" Jewish 
Inclusion: What Does the Torah 
Have to Say About the Handi
capped" at luncheon following 
services. 

WHERE: Temple Emanu-EI, 99 
Taft Ave., Providence 

WHEN: 9:30 a.m. 

MOREINFO: 331 -1616 

"The Dybbuk" at Aquidneck 
Island Jewish Film Series 
A moving love story based on the 
play by S. Ansky, "The Dybbuk" 
examines mysticism, love, and 
man's relation to God. In Yiddish 
with English subtitles. 

WHERE: Temple Shalom, 223 
Valley Road, Middletown 

WHEN: 7 p.m. 

MORE INFO: 846-3318 

Klezmer evening 
wwwjvhri.org 

Fishel Bresler and Shelley Katsh 
play klezmer and Hasidic music. 

WHERE: Brooklyn Coffee & 
Tea House, 209 Douglas Ave., 
Providence 

WHEN: 8- 10 p.m. 

COST: $9 

MORE INFO: Breslersmusic@ 
gmail.com 

Sunday 
January31 
Joseph and Leba Zelniker 
Conference 
Teacher workshop will feature 
"Social Justice Throughout the 
Curriculum" with Rabbi Jason 
Kimelman-Block, director of edu
cation at PANIM: The Institute for 
Jewish Leadership and Values. 

WHERE: Temple Emanu-EI, 99 
Taft Avenue, Providence 

WHEN: 8:30 a.m. - noon 

MORE INFO: Diane Cerep at 
331-0956, ext. 182 or dcerep@ 
bjeri.org 

Family Fun Day 
Jack Golden presents "Garbage 
is My Bag," an educational. com
edy show about recycling. 

WHERE: Jewish Community 
Center of Rhode Island, 401 
Elmgrove Ave., Providence 

WHEN: 2 p.m. 

COST: $10 adults; $5 per child; 
children under 3 free 

MORE INFO: 861 -8800 

Saturday 
February6 
Shabbat Service and Lun
cheon 

WHERE: Congregation Beth 
David, 102 Kingstown Rd. Nar
ragansett 

WHEN: 9:30 a.m. 

MORE INFO: Ethan 
Adler at 486-0110 

Sunday 
February7 
Young Family Pro
gram 
Children 5 and under 
and their parents are 
invited for a morning 
of stories, singing, and 
crafts. Snacks will be 
provided, and childcare 
will be available. 

WHEN: 9:30 - 11 :30 a.m. 

MORE INFO: 508-222-2243 or 
office@agudasma.org 

RI Philharmonic Woodwind 
Quartet 
The concert features Rachel 
Braude on flute, Jane Murray on 
oboe, Margo McGowen on clari
net, Susan Wood on bassoon, and 
Elizabeth Gates on French horn, 
and includes musical selections 
by Grieg, Nielsen, Beethoven, Di 
Rivera, Debussy and Joplin. 

WHERE: Temple Beth-El, 70 
Orchard Ave., Providence 

WHEN: 4p.m. 

MORE INFO: 331-6070 

Green Reel Series continues 
"Flow: For Love of Water" con
fronts the disturbing reality that 
our crucial resource is dwindling 
and greed just may be the cause. 
Panel discussion is part of the 
program. 

WHERE: Congregation Agudas 
Achim, 901 North Main St., 
Attleboro, MA 

WHEN: 7 p.m. 

MORE INFO: 508-222-2243 

NE Rabbinical College 
Annual Dinner 
Honorees are Rabbi and Mrs. 
Raphael Schochet, as Pillars of 
Torah; Mr. and Mrs. Mordechai 
Weiner, as Parents of the Year; 
and Mr. and Mrs. Chanoch Bam
berger, with Alumni Achievement 
Award. 

WHERE: Providence Hebrew 
Day School, 450 Elmgrove 
Ave., Providence 

WHEN: 2 p.m. 

COST: $50/person 

MORE INFO: Miriam Lipson 
at 273-4907 or dinner.nerc@ 
gmail.com. 

WHERE: Congrega
tion Agudas Achim, 
901 North Main St., 
Attleboro, MA GARBAGE IS MY BAG - Family Fun Day. 

See Sunday, Jan. 31 entry. 
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gration plan say that a single entity 
will leverage resources better, reduce 
overhead expenses and improve 
delivery of programs and services, 
while also being more responsive to 
the needs of the community. 

The boards of directors of the 
Jewish Federation of Rhode Island 
CTFRJ), the Jewish Community 
Center of Rhode Island CTCCRJ), 
and the Bureau of 

scape, the SRTF was charged with 
studying the current Jewish com
munal structure and recommend
ing changes. JFRJ President Doris 
Feinberg appointed Mark Feinstein, 
a past JFRJ president and a longtime 
community leader, to chair the task 
force. 

Feinstein explained that the task 
force's main purpose was "to deter
mine how we can best organize 
our Jewish communal agencies in 

this a reality. The work done here 
by the JFRJ, the task force and the 
other agencies will reverberate for 
decades." 

Feinberg agreed, "The impact of 
the recommendations of this report 
and the agreement by JFR1 and its 
sister agencies to move forward is 
profound. The JFRJ, JCCRJ and 
BJE all share a common mission, 
enjoy geographic compatibility and 
serve or seek to serve similar popu

Jewish Education of--- ----- ---------------
lations. It's time we all 
work in a more unified 
way, and by integrating 
into one entity we will." 

Rhode Island (BJE) 
all voted to begin a 
process of integrating 
their programs, ser
vices and operations. 
Already a joint imple
mentation committee 
has been formed and a 
chair, Sharon Gaines, 
current BJE president, 
JFRJ officer and past 
JCCRJ board member, 

"These recommendations bring 
about a significant and dramatic 

increase in our capacity to address 
the range of needs facing us 

today and in the decade ahead." 

Doug Emanuel, 
JCCRI president, 
and Gaines, the B JE 
president, both voiced 
strong support for the 
recommendations and 
said their agencies are 
committed to imme
diate implementa

has been named. The ______________________ _ 

implementation pro-

Sharon Gaines 
BJE president tion. "This integration 

makes a stronger com
munity for all of us," 

cess is expected to take 
from six to 12 months. 

The agreement follows the 
release of the recommendations of 
the Strategic Restructuring Task 
Force (SRTF) calling for integrat
ing Jewish organizations in Rhode 
Island. Formed last spring in 
response to the 2008 Consolidated 
Plan for Jewish RJ, which has as 
one of its objectives to transform 
the Jewish organizational land-

order to strengthen and re-energize 
the community for the future. We 
were specifically looking for the best 
possible way to improve delivery of 
programs and services supporting 
Jewish life in Rhode Island." 

Feinstein said, "This is a true 
breakthrough for the community. 
I'm very proud of the many commu
nity leaders - both professional and 
lay leaders - who helped to make 

Sports journalist/author 
Jackie MacMullan will speak 
]FRI offers 'Men's 

N ight Out' 
PROVIDENCE - Sports journal
ist, ESPN reporter and author Jackie 
MacMullan will be the guest speaker 
at the Jewish Federation of Rhode 
Island's CTFRJ) 'Men's Night Out,' 
on Wednesday, Feb. 10 from 7:30 

to 9 p.m. at 
McFadden's 
Restauran t 
and Saloon 
in down
town Provi
dence. 

Guests 
can expect 
candid 

Jackie MacMullan c O mme n -

benefit the Annual Community Cam
paign. 1his roent is open to those who 
made a minimum donation of $180 to 
this year's annual campaign. 

Contact Beth Dindas at bdindas@ 
jfri.lffg, "' 421-4111, ext. 174 jiff 
information. All proceeds benefit the 
]FRI Annual Community Campaign 
that supports, among other things, bas
ketball programs at the Jewish Com
munity Center of Rhode Island. 

LARRY BIRD 
EARVIN MAGIC 

N~ON 

Emanuel said. "We 
expect that our combined talents will 
mean an even better experience for 
our members and future members." 

Gaines said, "These recommenda
tions will bring about a significant 
and dramatic increase in our capacity 
to address the range of needs facing 
us today and in the decade ahead." 

.------------
Barnes&Nohle 

OOKFAIR 
Supporting 
The PJ Library & 

The Bureau of Jewish 
Education of Rhode Island 

Tuesday, February 23rd 
10:00 am - 9:00 pm 

Barnes & Noble 

.. 1350 B Bald Hill Road ..... 
Warwick, RI 02886 

Please present this voucher prior 
to making your purchase. 

A percentage of the net sale will 
be donated to your school/organizatfon. • 

The Strategic 
Restructuring Task 

Force (SRTF) made four 
recommendations: 

l. That the Rhode Island 
Jewish community creates a 
new communal entity that fully 
integrates program delivery 
and administrative functions to 
provide a continuum of Jewish 
Life and Learning programs 
and services. Uewish Federa
tion of Rhode Island CTFRI), 
Jewish Community Center 
of Rhode Island CTCC), and 
Bureau ofJewish Education of 
Rhode Island (BJE)] 

2. That the new communal 
entity should engage in discus
sions with the Jewish Commu
nity Day School CTCDS) and 
the Providence Hebrew Day 
School (PHDS) to determine 
how the schools can be part of 
an educational continuum for 
our community. 

3. That the new communal 
entity make available, as appro-

,.t) . 

priate, operational resources 
and services to enable partner 
program and service providers 
to benefit from the improved 
operational capacities. 

4. That in order to better 
serve the social service needs 
of our community, there should 
be a single Jewish social service 
agency provider for the greater 
Rhode Island Jewish com
munity. The Task Force urges 
the boards of Jewish Seniors 
Agency and Jewish Family 
Service to rekindle negotiations 
between themselves and with 
any other Jewish social ser
vice providers that could lead 
to such a result and the Task 
Force would advise that what
ever reasonable assistance may 
be requested by those boards 
necessary to achieve this goal 
be provided. 

'.d A('"_, 

,,_.- 1 it~. Libff"ar_y Doo~ait" 

Join us for a day filled with music, learning, 
activities, fun for children and adults at The 
PJ Library Barnes & Noble Book Fair. 

A percentage of your purchases wil l benefit 
the PJ Library when you present this voucher 
at checkout. 

Tuesday, 
February 23rd 

10:00 am - 9:00 pm 

tary about 
basketball, 

MacMullan's friendship with Larry 
Bird, and When the Game was Ours, 
a book she co-authored with Larry 
Bird and Earvin "Magic" Johnson. 
The book will also be available for 
purchase and signing by the author. 
Snacks will be provided and drinks 
available. 

*The ptJrthas! of gift unh, Sames 8 Noblr mrmbe11hips, 
textbooks;indm<19azinesubsoiptioosarenot induded 

in bookfair totals. Our discount p,Jrc~sing 
progr.im maynotbet1ppUeOto bookfalrpurch.1ses. 

For more information on this program, call Nicole 
Katzman, PJ Library Director, at 401.331.0956 x180 
or email: nkatzman@bjeri.org. 

Tickets jiff the roening are 118. Res
ervations are required, and are avail
able jiff purchase online at www]FRI. 
lffg. All proceeds from the evening will 

' (• 

wwwjvhri.org 

Bureau of Jewish Education of Rhode Island 
130 Sessions Street 
Providence, RI 02906 
401.331 .0956 www.bjeri.org 

A partner agency of the 
Jewish Federation of Rhode Is land 
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He expects to talk with her some
time on Wednesday. His brother, 
at the epicenter of the earthquake, 
described it as "total chaos." He 
said, "Buildings started to fall down 
and it was like something out of a 
horror movie." 

So MUCH TO LOVE 

In the midst of his worries about 
his mother, Pierre demonstrated 
unwavering love for his home coun
try, and talked at length about what 
makes Haiti so special. "What do I 
love about Haiti? So much," he said. 
"The weather, the food, the music. 
People smile in Haiti. My dad used 
to say, 'If all else fails, at least you 
can smile. It can't be that bad.'" 

Acknowledging that the world
view of Haiti may differ from his, 
he said, "Unfortunately, the world 
only sees the bad things of H aiti; yet 
when you go and visit, people there 
will tell you what's on their minds. 
There's no hypocrisy in Haiti. Even 
our language is big. W hen we say 
'hello,' it comes with hands and lots 
of expression." 

Compared to the mouth of a 
crocodile for its shape, Haiti is sur
rounded by beaches - some with 
very fine white sand, others with 
black sand, and still others with gray 
sand. With pine trees, almond trees, 
coconut trees and mango trees, the 
land is made so beautiful, he said. 
And, with three different kinds of 
mangoes growing in Haiti, mango 
lovers can pick and choose their 
favorites, all of which are bigger and 
juicier than those available in North 
American grocery stores. 

JCCRI: Employee waited to learn his mother's fate 
U.S. AND IIAITI RELATIONSUJP 

Haiti has one of the richest his
tories in the Western Hemisphere, 
said Pierre, who is studying for a 
master's degree in history at Rhode 
Island College in Providence, and 
is the only country with a success
ful slave insurrection. Ninety-five 
percent of Haitians can trace their 
ancestry back to the Horn of Africa, 
he said. As Haiti has been owned 
or occupied during various periods 
by Spain, Great Britain, France 
and the United States, some in the 
country may fear the presence of 
American forces, even as they are 
there to offer aid and comfort in this 
time of rescue and recovery. 

/Nancy Kirsch 

PIERRE HOLDS A pendant with an image of the island of Haiti. The 
necklace bearing the pendant is always around his neck, as a con
stant reminder of his home country, Haiti. Haitians take pride in their inde

pendence, he said. "We may be poor 
and screwed up, but we fought hard it to us, we will take it ourselves." disaster, Pierre felt that Haiti 
for our independence." People in Haiti have felt that frus- needed to rebuild its infrastructure. 

In H aiti, the United States was tration for 23 years, ever since the "Some people could say this could 
the land of opportunity, he said. Duvalier regime folded in 1986, he be a blessing in disguise, by break-
"It is a big house with a lot of doors explained. ing everything to rebuild," he said. 
for us to open," he said. "We could "Since then, the country has been The country of Haiti has such fer-
knock on the door and there will upside down, with no civilized tile land that it used to be called "the 
be an opportunity; and Haiti ha .----------------pearl of the Antilles." Now, there's 

limited opportunities." Sending "lf all else fails at ]east no economy, he said, "there used to 
one's child off to the United States • tourism and agriculture, but tour
to graduate from college and own you can smile. lt can't ism has been hurting and we're not 
a car, as Pierre's mother did, was producing anything." 
every parent's dream. The plan for be that bad." Although there's not a high rate 
most Haitians, he said, is to com.e-- - ------------ ofliteracy in Haiti, the Haitian cul-
to the United States, make money ture emphasizes education. Unfor-
and then go back home to Haiti. political system. We tried to have tunately, with even public schools 

a democratic election when Qean costing something, not everyone 
COPING IN DESPERATION 

Asked whether we as a nation 
learned any lessons from the dev
astation of Hurricane Katrina and 
its aftermath, Pierre wasn,t sure. 
"In Haiti, we grab a machete when 
things are difficult. If you don't give 

Bertrand] Aristide was elected in can afford school. 
1994, but that didn't go well [after Pierre, whose father was in the 
a few years in power, Aristide was military and whose mother owns an 
ousted by a coalition]." export/import business, attended 

OPPORTUNITY OUT OF CHAOS? private Catholic school where he 
studied three languages - English, 

Even before this natural, national Spanish and Latin. 

The government is the primary 
employer for this island country, 
with a population of approximately 
9 million people. 

WHAT CAN PEOPLE oo? 
Asked what he would wish for 

Haiti going forward, Pierre spoke 
with only a moment's hesitation. 
"Just do what the Red Cross is 
asking ... [we need] prayers, dona
tions, volunteers," he said. "I would 
love to have some people create a 
business plan for Haiti to help put it 
back in place." 

Although he and some Haitian 
friends from high school want to go 
back to help, he's not sure when that 
can happen. In fact, he was sched
uled to return to Haiti in mid-Feb
ruary - for his very first visit since 
he moved to the U.S. 17 years ago! 

As for a national business plan, 
economic infrastructure, internal 
security to keep businesses secure 
and accountability are key, he said. 
"When people donate to H aiti, 
the money never goes to what it's 
[intended for]. If they give you the 
resources," he said, "do something 
with it and make sure someone is 
held accountable for it." 

WAITING AND WAITING 

With two daughters, 9 months 
and 12, P ierre watched the news 
and waited to hear. His older 
daughter asked, "Is Grandma OK?" 

Pierre's consistent response to 
her, "Say a little prayer for her." 

After hearing the news that his 
mother was safe, Pierre paused and 
said, "I'm grateful...there is God." 

Rebecca Newberger 
Goldstein 

Sunday, January 24th 2:30 pm - 4:00 pm 
at the Jewish Community Day School of RI 

85 Taft Avenue Providence 

Join us, with your children (ages 4 and older) for an afternoon of Tu 
B'Shevat fun . Hear a story, learn an interactive song and make a craft, all 
related to Tu B'Shevat and the important role that trees have in our daily 
lives. 

This workshop, sponsored by the Bureau of Jewish Education of Rhode 
Island Creativity Center, is free and open to the public, but pre-registration 
is kindly requested. 

Call or email Diane Cerep to reserve your spot: 401 .331 .0956 x182 or 
dcerep@bjeri.org. 

DP~ Bureau of Jewish Education of Rhode Island 
~· 130 Sessions Street 
-- Providence, RI 02906 p 401 331-0956 www.bjeri.org 

A partner agency of the 
Jewish Federation of Rhode Island 

· wwwj 'Vhri.org 

reading and signing her new novel 

36 Arguments for the 
Existence of God 

Thursday, February 4 at 4:00 p.m. 

On Thurs., Feb. 4 at 4pm, 
join us for a reading and 
book signing with Rebecca 
Newberger Goldstein, 
author of 36 Arguments 
for t he Existence of 
God: A Work of Fiction. 

"Comic and supremely 
witty, 36 Arguments 
for the Existence of 
God is both a satire of 
the academic world and a 
feast of philosophical and 
religious ideas." 

- Alan Lightman, author of Einstein's Dreams 

This event is f rec and 
open to the pub I ic. For 
more information call 

863-3 168. 
~ BROWN 
~ BOOKSTORE 
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JAY MICHAELSON 

Resurgence 
of Jewish 

spirituality 
underway 

CAMBRIDGE, M ass. - The H ar
vard University H illel is hosting a 
panel about the resurgence ofJewish 
spirituali ty, along with a "Spiritual 
Woodstock" fair on Sunday, Jan. 31. 
The event is timed to celebrate the 
publication of E verything is God: 
1he Radical Path of Nondual Juda
ism, by Forward and Huffington 
Post colum nist, Jay Michaelson. 

The panel features two recent 
award-winners: Rabbi Danya Rut
tenberg, recently named a fina list 
for the Sarn i Rohr Prize in Jewish 
Literature for her memoir, Sur
prised by God, Michaelson, recently 
named to the "Forward 50" list 
of "the men and women who are 
leading the A merican Jewish com
munity into the 21st century," and 
Seth Castleman, a former Buddhist 
monk who is being ordai ned as a 
rabbi this year. 

Dr. Bernard Steinberg, president 
and director of Harvard Hillel, will 
introduce panel members who will 
discuss the "new Jewish culture" 
and the new forms of Jewish spiri
tuality emerging in the 21st cen
tury, how such forms resemble and 
di ffer from past ones, how the act 
of spiritual wri ting has evolved in 
the last 20 years, and what it means 
that Jews are post-denomination
ally and cross-culturally creating 
their own religious and secular 
approaches to Jewish spirituali ty. 

The fair will provide an opportu
nity to meet with representatives of 
such institutions as G esherC ity and 
Keshet, and many others. Boston 
Jewish hip-hop artist Raki a will 
perform. "This is the Judaism of 
the iPod," said Michaelson. "Bud
dhist med itation, spiritual biogs, 
environmental activism, H asidic 
theology, feminism and qu eer 
theory, hip-hop, postmodern ethics 
- everything is on the playlist." 

1he event begins at 7 p.m. on 
Jan. 31; at Harvard H illel, 52 M t. 
A uburn St., Cambridge, M ass. 1he 
cost is 15 in advance/IS at the door. 
For mwe information, v isit 'W'WW. 

everythingisgod.com. 

'Spicy ladies' at the Women's 
Kollel conference 

PROV1DENCE - The W omen's Division of the Provi
dence Community Kolle] enjoyed a wide variety of activi
ties offered at their fo urth annual confere nce, held at the 
Jewish Community Center of Rhode l sland. With this 
year's theme, "Spice for Li fe," these four "Spicy Ladies," 
took a break for a "photo opp." Pictured at right are 
Tichyeh Schochet, left, Judy Rajchenbach, the keynote 
speaker, M arsha G ibber and Elisheva Bielory. 

Nearly 100 women came together on Jan . 17 for a day 
of lectures and presentations on Jewish Chinese history, 
health dieting, challah braiding and more. With food 
from Divine Cateri ng and plenty of time for conversations, 
it was a day filled with camaraderie, fu n and learning. 

/ Provi dence Community l<ollel 

'I'emp{e 'Beth-'£{ 
Presents 

'I'he 'Rhode Is{and Phi{harmonic 
"Woodwintf Quintet 

Sunaay, ,Te6ruary 7, 2010 4:00 p.m. 

I 

Rachel Braude, flute 
Jane Murray, oboe 
Margo McGowen, clarinet 
Susan Wood, bassoon 
Elizabeth Gates, French horn 

The concert Includes musical selectlons by Edvard Grieg, Carl Nielsen, 
LudWII van Beethoven, DI Rivera, Claude Debussy and Scott Joplin 

nae concert Is free and open to the community 
with • 11ft from the Thomas H. Maren Foundation 

Temple Beth-El 
70 Orchard Avenue 
Providence, RI 02908 
www.temple-beth-.l.o,C 

For more Information oell 331.fS070 
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The Mothers Cirde 
holds second annual 

Shabbat dinner 

BY NANCY ABESHAUS 

Special to 'Ihe Voice & H erald 

PROVJDENCE - Why is chal
lah braided? Good question. 
Accordin g to C hana Weisberg, 
an editor at www.Chabad.org, 
"Perhaps the braiding of the 
chall ah, which is eaten at the 
Shabbat table, represents the 
idea of uni ty: how we tie every
th ing together, bringing all the 
diversity in ou r lives, fo r a peace
fu l harmony and unity that only 
the Shabbat can achieve." In this 
spirit of uni ty, the eight women 
currently enrolled in The Moth
ers Ci rcle - a program for non
Jewish women raisi ng Jewish 
ch ildren - gathered with their 
Jewish husbands and children 
for the second annual M oth
ers C ircle Shabbat dinner at 
the Jewish Community Center 
of Rhode Island UCC RI) in 
Providence, on Friday, Jan. 8. 
lhe challahs at each fes tively 
decorated table were prepared by 
members of "Th e Mothers C ircle 
under the direction of Nicole 
Katzman, the director of the PJ 
Library, a program of the Bur~ u 
of Jewish Education; Marilyn 
Katz baked the chall ahs. 

"This form al Shabbat dinner 
is the first time that this year's 
moms and thei r fa milies have 
come together as a group," said 
Katherine "Ki t" H aspel, Ph.D, 
MAJS, and the Rhode Island 
Mothers Circle coord inator. In 
fact, the eight women had just 
stud ied the rituals and customs 
associated with Shabbat in a 
recent Mothers Ci rcle class . 
Part of that lesson included 
braiding challah . 

Rabbi Sarah M ack of 
Temple Beth-El led everyone 
in the prayers. After dinner, 
the children headed for crafts 
activities with Katzman, free
ing mothers - and fathers - to 
mingle where, it was no sur
prise, conversations turned 
to The Mothers C ircle. Lucy 
and Adam Freed man of Paw
tucket brought their daughter, 
Sophie, who is 7-months-old . 
Lucy thi nks Mothers Ci rcle is 
great. "I've met lots of people 
in a similar situation and they 
give me a lot of suppor t. I'm not 
the on ly one who is not Jewish 
and raising a Jewish child ," said 
Lucy. 

"It's nice for Lucy to be around 
othe r moms in a 'no pres
sure' learning experience," said 
Adam. Across the table, Jessica 
and Jason Engle of Providence, 
with their 15-week-old daugh
ter, Caroline, listened. lhey 
most like lhe M others Circle's 
homework assignments . "Ki t 
sends questions home. "They arc 

Shabbat Shalom! 

/ Nancy Kirsch 

JEANNE EVANS (left, Lucy Freedm an and Jessica Engle prepare challah at the Bureau of Jewish Education's creativity center on 
Thursday, Jan. 7 in preparation for their Shabbat dinner on Jan. 8. Diane Cerep, of the BJE, is in the background. 

a good star ting point for conver
sation on topics that may a ri se -
before t hey become issues," said 
Jason. 

Alisa Omert agreed. "Kit is 
wonderful in guiding us in our 
understandi ng of the Uewish] 
traditions," said A li sa. "It's 
more than just learning about 

"lt's nice for Lucy to 
be around other moms 

in a 'no pressure' 
1eaming experience." 

Adam Freedman 

the holidays; it's a way of life," 
said Alisa. Alisa, who is non
denominational, is marri ed to 
Roger Redl eaf; the couple lives 
in C ranston with their daughter, 
Greta Redleaf, age 6 . 

Greta took time from her 
crafts to speak with 'Ihe Voice 
& Herald about The Mothers 
Ci rcle. "She [her mom, Alisa] 
usually goes by herself; I'm usu
ally at school," said G reta. "She 
likes it and always tells me what 
she lea rns." 

"] bring home the crafts from 
lhe M others C ircle and we do 
them together," said Alisa. 

The Mothers Ci rcle offers a 
free, 16-session, twice-monthly 
educational course at the Bureau 

of Jewish Education of Rh ode 
Island each fa ll. Free childcare 
is available to all participants. 
The curriculum covers Jewish 
ritual, ethics, and the "how-ro's" 
of creating a Jewish home. "The 
M others Circle curriculum is 
wonderful for a group like ou rs 
that is so interested in learn-

ing and so thankful to feel 
welcome and to have a place 
where t hey can ask questions 
and learn wit hout fear of 
being judged," said H aspel. 

Anne Coyle fee ls lucky 
that she found The M oth
ers Circle. "I did a Google 
search: 'Christian mom rais
ing Jewish child' and this 
group came up!" said Anne. 

H er husband, Samuel Sad-
owsky, said, "I didn't real

ize how important it was to me 
to raise my child J ewish until 
Anne became pregnant." Their 
18-month-old daughter, Sarah, 
sound asleep in her car seat 
nearby, snuggled deep into her 
blankets. 

"Everyone looks forward to 
thi s evening," said H aspel. 

'Ihe Mothers Circle is a national 
program of the Jewish Outreach 
I nstitute, coordinated locally by 
the Bureau of J ewish Education of 
R hode I sland in partnership with 
the JCCRI, and generously funded 
by the H elene and Bertram Bern
hardt Foundation and the Jewish 
Federation of Rhode Island. 

wwwjvhri.org 

!Nancy Kirsch 

JESSICA ENGLE holds a tray of braided challah, dusted with 
poppy seeds, that is ready for the oven. 

For more information about 
Mothers Circle, contact Kit Haspel 
at 331-0956, ext. 184 or khaspel@ 
bjeri.org. 

Visit 1h, Mothers Circle at 
www.motherscircle.org. 

Visit the Pf library and 

ShalomBaby nt www.bjeri.org 
or call Nicole Katzman at 331-
0956, ext. 180 or email Nicole at 
nkatzma n@bjeri.org. 

Nancy Abeshaus is a frulance 
writer based in South Kingstown. 
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The 'go-to' guy at JCDS 
Students, parents and 

faculty appreciate 
Peter Smith 
BY NANCY KIIISCH 

nkirsch@jfri.org 

PROVl DENCE - The name 
"Peter Smith" elicited cheers and 
hurrahs from Jewish Community 
Day School QCDS) students at the 
all-school assembly on Friday, Jan. 
8. Neither a rock star nor a rabbi, 
Smith is the security guard , mainte
nance man and general "go to guy" 
at JCDS who goes above and beyond 
the call of duty for the school, said 
Renee Rudnick, assistant head of 
school. 

O n Jan. 8, Smith handed out 
wooden plaques he'd made for stu
dents who chose to participate in the 
school's W orld Series," held last fa ll. 
Half the participants had already 
received their plaques earlier in 
2009. Members of both teams - the 
National and the L ions - all showed 

excellent sportsmanship, Smith said . 
Smith made plaques that included 

laminated pictures of the team and 
distributed the plaques to different 
children - with awards being given 
for (' fastest runner," "player most 

KINDERGARTNERS ELIORA WOODS and Tomer Raz and second grader 
Odelia Kabessa admire the plaques they received from Peter Smith. 

If you're not eating 
CASERTA's you're 
not eating pizza! 

s1-10 OFF 

A Rhode Island TradNion for over 50 years 
Parking available 

TAKE OUT 272-3618 or 621-3618 or 621-9190 
N 

RENEE RUDNICK, Max Blazar, Joshua Brandes and Penina Satlow look at a plaque made by Peter 
Smith for a JCDS student. 

often on base," and "team spirit," 
among others. Kids cheered one 
another on as each chi ld, in tum, 
came up to receive his or her plaque 
from die amiable Smith. 

He's the first person students see 
when diey come in from cars or 
busses in the morning, and he's the 
last one they' IJ see when they leave 
for the day. "For some students, he's 
a father figure and for others, he's a 
grandfadier figure," said Rudnick. 
"He has a knack for understanding
and connecting with - the students 
who might need just a little extra 
attention." 

Smith engages with kids on many 
different levels. He's outside with 
them during recess and he taught 
the pre-kindergarten students how 
to make birdhouses. 

Smith isn't just about playtime, 
as he's taken die initiatives in other 
school activities, as well. He and his 
son, said John Landry, whose twin 
boys attend the school, did much of 
the carpentry work to make the sup
ports for the school's sukluih. "He's 
just a great guy," said Landry. 

Eileen Ellis, an executive assistant 
at the school, concurs. ''Peter acts like 
an ambassador for Jewish-Christian 

relations. He took a keen interest [last 
year] in conversational Hebrew and 
now he takes Ruti Adler's Hebrew 
classes at night. He feels such a 
connection to our community." 
"I had four kids of my own who 

played sports," said Smith. "I 
know how important it is for kids 
- whether they win or lose - to get 
something [to acknowledge their 
efforts], said Smith. 

Smith's favorite par t o f the day? 
"Recess, I look forward to going to 
recess every day," he said . 

HOLOCAUST EDUCATION & RESOURCE CENTER OF RI 
401 ELMGROVE AVENUE 
PROVI DENCE, RI02906 

401 -453- 7860 

HOLOCAUST THROUGH THE ARTS 
2010 

Showcase Cinema, 1200 Quaker Lane, E. Greenwich, RI 
SECRETS OF THE DEAD: 

ESCAPE FROM AUSCHWITZ 
A 

PBS FILM 

The truth about the Auschwitz death 
camp was one of the most closely guarded 
secrets of the Third Reich . Prisoners who 
tried to escape were killed In public as an 
example to other inmates, and very few ever 
made it out al ive. ESCAPE FROM 
AUSCHWITZ t e lls the incred ible story of 
two young Slovak Jews, Rudolph Vrba and 
Alfred Wetzler , who managed to escape by 
hiding in a woodpil e for three days, then 
fl eeing across enemy territory, determined 
to te ll the world about the atroci t ies being 
committed by the Nazis at the camp. 

PBS, Secrets of The Dead, Executive 
Producer, Jared Lipworth w ill be present t o 
speak to the audience and answer quest ions 
about thi s m ost important fi lm . 

THIS MOVIE IS FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
Date: Sunday, March 21, 2010 10:00 AM 

Reservations are necessary. 

To make reservations call: 401 -453-7860 or email: mzeidman@hercri 

wwwjvhri.org 
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AVIAN: Flights can be awe-inspiring 
From Page 1 

able problem, bird strikes that were 
a disaster for pilots," said Vogel. 
"He revolutionized Israeli avia
tion, teaching pilots how to share 
the air. And he is on a mission to 
show that conserving nature is not 
a luxury and can be an economic 
engine." 

She dedicates the book to Cran
ston native, Sally Wiesel Nemzow 
Esakov, a Kenyon College friend, 
who helped her research the book 
in Israel. "My abi lity to decipher 
Hebrew is limited to prayer books, 
street signs, and tombstones," 
Vogel said. (The latter refers to her 
interest in genealogy.) 

The book took about three years 
to complete. Vogel's work was 
interrupted for months when she 
was diagnosed with early-stage 
breast cancer. And fi nally, after 
two years of co-author exchanges 
and one in-person meeting with 
Leshem, the book was ready to 
fly. That week, a US Airways jet 
made an emergency landing in 
the Hudson River, after hitting 
a flock of geese while taking off 
from LaGuardia Airport. Vogel 
knew this had to be included in 
the book. The presses were halted. 

THREE UTILE BUZZARDS 

The book traces the evolution of 
Leshem's work, from the moment 
he climbed into a buzzard's nest 
on a ledge in the Samarian Moun
tains northwest of Jerusalem. 

Vogel writes: "Dressed in shorts, 
sandals and a rumpled T-shirt, he 
shared his perch with three fright-

ened, long-legged buzzard chicks. 
The baby birds huddled motion
less in the bottom of the nest while 
their parents circled above, emit
ting loud, high-pitched screeches." 

boundaries." This book will cer
tai nly inspire others on quests of 
their own. D on't be fooled by its 
designated demographic of mid
dle-grade students; for all who 
love to soar, this is a book you will 
enjoy. 

For mure information o!l Vogel's 
award-winning books on science, 
nature and health, visit her Web site 
at 'WWW.recognitionscience.com/cgv 
or email her at cvogel@recognition
science.com. She is available for lec
tures. 

After this encounter, Leshem 
decided to study migrating flocks 
for his Ph.D. thesis at Tel Aviv 
University in 1980. In order to 
follow the birds more closely, he 
asked the Israeli Air Force to pro
vide him with a Cessna plane and 
a pilot. He had his answer several 
months later, after a honey buzzard 
destroyed a fighter Skyhawk. 

Vogel describes this pivotal Mary Karr can be reached at 
moment in Yossi's career: "The mkorr@verizon.net. 

pilot survived because the bird 
crashed through the windshield 
and struck the ejector handle. The 
bird not only launched the pilot, 
but launched Yossi's career." 

The book describes the super 
"flyway" over Israel, an avian junc
ture of three continents, Europe, 
Asia and Africa, traversed by half 
a billion birds in fall and spring. 
Over the span of three decades, 
Leshem's work has reduced bird 
strikes in Israel by 75 percent, and 
saved Israel an estimated $750 mil
lion. Contrast this with a recent 
report of bird strikes rising in the 
United States; the number could 
reach 10,000 this year, accord
ing to a FAA database that went 
public Jan. 8. 

1hroughout this extraordinary 
and ambitious book, the reader is 
steeped in the science of flight as 
well as the flight of the human 
spirit when one becomes passion
ate about a pursuit; in Leshem's 
axiom: "Migrating birds know no 

The Man Who Flies With 
Birds, by Carole Garbuny 
Vogel and Yossi L eshem 
Kar-Ben Publishers 
Sept. 2009 
ISBN: 978-0-8225-7643-3 
Ages 10 & up 
S18.95 
To Purchase: Visit your 
local bookstore, Amazon. 
com, order by phone 800-
4 KARBEN or online at 
www.karben.com 
Web site: www. 
themanwhoflieswithbirds. 
com 

Awards: 
Smithsonian N otable Book 
for C hildren 2009 
Sydney Taylor Notable 
Book Award 2009, for books 
which authentically port ray 
the Jewish experience 

"{~jvhri.p,rg 

ISRAEL 

Kar-Ben Publishing 

YOSSI LESHEM, founder and director of the International Center for 
the Study of Bird Migration in Latrun, Israel, is also senior researcher 
in the Dept. of Zoology at Tel Aviv University. 

Skyping with the 'bird 
man' of Israel 

BY MARY K o RR 

Special to 7he Voice & H erald 

LASTWEEK, l reached 
Yossi Leshem via Skype 
in his home in H ar 
Gi lo, Israel. I wanted to 

hear fi rst-hand about his work on 
bird migration and ask him what 
it's like to soar with the birds, 
after reading 7he Man Who Flies 
With Birds. 

Q How many birds migrate 
through Israel? 

A. Some 500 million birds Ay 
through Israel's super "Ayways" 
twice a year. Bird strikes were 
especially severe in Israel because 
of the high number of birds and 
planes sharing the small airspace. 

Q W hat was your first 
thought when you heard about 
the US Airways plane that 
ditched in the Hudson River 
last January after a collision 
with Canadian geese? 

A. I was very excited to see how 
this gentleman (Capt. Chesley 
B. Su llenberger) saved 155 lives 
in a very calm and professional 
manner. H e's a hero, a model of 
excellence and professionalism, 
yet is a very humble man. I am 
inviting him to Israel. I have no 
doubt he will be impressed by our 
radar network system that can 
now identify even the smallest of 
birds and quickly let pilots know 
of their location. If LaGuardia 
had this kind of system, what 
cou Id have been a total disaster 
wou Id have been averted. 

Q You have logged more than 
1,400 hours in the Israeli Air 
Force glider, on bird migra
tions. What's it like to fly in it? 

A. Si lent, except for take-off 
and landing. We fly 11 hours, 
wing to wing with tens of thou
sands of birds. It's like a dream in 
huge clouds of birds. lhe pelicans 
are the only ones who don't like 
the glider - we have to Ay 325 
fee t away from them. 

Q Do you have a favorite 
bird? 

A. I'm keen on bi rds of prey. 
My favorite is the bearded vul
ture - a rare bird, Aying fast. It 
has a wingspan of three meters 
with red eyes and dark wings. 
They al most disappeared from 
Israel; we're bringing them back. 
Shimon Peres changed his name 
from Persky to Peres because he 
admired the bird. In H ebrew, 
"peres" means vulture. 

Q Will the book be trans
lated into Hebrew? 

A. I hope so; it's up to the pub
lisher. I wrote a book in H ebrew 
on my work in 1994 for adults. 
It won the Gen. Yitzhak Sadeh 
prize. He was colorful and No. 
1 in the Palmach. It was the fi rst 
time the prize went to a story 
about coexistence between air
craft and birds and not conflict. 

Q What are you working on 
now? 

A. Getting the United Nations 
(UNESCO) to designate the 
G reat Rift Valley as a World 
H eri tage Site. Expanding the 
bird radar network system; get
ting "Sully" Sullenberger to speak 
here. A conservation program 
with neighboring countries. And 
expanding eco-tourism. I want 
to take visitors to Israel up in the 
glider. 

Q When you look back on 
your career, you have many 
notable achievements. What do 
you tell your students? 

A. If you succeed in saving 
one life, you save the world. We 
started a peace program through 
the study of birds: "Migrating 
Birds Know No Boundaries." In 
it, Israeli Jewish and Israeli Arab 
and Palestinian children learn 
from each other. 11,e program 
has expanded to Europe and the 
U.S. via the Internet. 

Q Have any of your children 
followed in your flight-steps? 
A. (Laughs) No. I have five chil
dren; my youngest is studying 
marine biology. 
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and African-American communi
ties who worked together to achieve 
civil rights in the 1950s, '60s and 
'70s, reminded those in attendance 
that "somewhere along the line, we 
lost sight of the importance to con
tinue the movement." 

Cooper recounted his experience 
in Atlanta at the Jewish Council 
for Public Affairs QCPA) annual 
meeting two years ago where he, 
along with CRC members David 
Leach and Maxine Richman, heard 
Martin Luther King's daughter 
speak on civil rights and thank the 
Jewish community for all that we as 
a people did. At that same meeting, 
Rep. John Lewis (GA-D), who also 
had lauded the Jewish community 
for their role in civil rights issues, 
reminded those at the JPCA meet
ing, that a rabbi from Atlanta had 
marched side-by-side with King on 
the March to Selma. 

The Jewish community stands 
ready and is committed to continue 
this legacy of civil rights for all, said 
Cooper. From the podium, both 
Bishop ,Robert Farrow, vice presi
dent of the Ministers Alliance, and 
Cliff Montiero, of the NAACP 
Providence branch, promised to 
work with Cooper to help him in 
that initiative. 

OTHER SPEAKERS, OTHER VOICES 

Never in King's wildest dreams, 
said Senator Jack Reed, would he 
have believed that, in 2009, a man 
of African descent would be in the 
White House. Although we have 
made progress, we must continue to 
work toward King's goals. 

Lauding the Alliance for their 
work in providing scholarship funds 

for deserving students, Governor 
Donald Carcieri said, "Education 
is the beacon of hope." Committed 
to working to close the education 
gap between urban and suburban 
schools, he noted that he and his 
wife, Suzanne, were the only mem
bers of their respective families 
to go to college and both received 
scholarships. 

David Cicilline, the mayor of 
Providence, called on everyone 
to help stop the cycle of violence. 
"Seventy percent of the shootings in 
Providence in 2009," he said, "were 

"Quit waiting for 
someone else to 

make a difference. 
Tag, you're it." 

Rev. Dr. Vincent 
Thompson 

committed by young men between 
17 and 23 years ofage." These young 
men don't live alone, so their access 
to guns occurs with consent or will
ful ignorance of the adults in their 
lives, he said. Ending this cycle of 
violence requires the involvement -
and dedication - of police, commu
nity organizations, politicians and 
individuals. He reminded everyone 
- perhaps Governor Carcieri, most 
of all - that without a state funding 
formula for education, gross inequi
ties in education and opportunities 
for education continue. Our segre
gated schools, he said, have become 

The Renaissance Memory Support Care at Tamarisk provides 
a unique, multi-faceted treatment approach that continues 
to achieve excellent results in stimulating the mind . body 

and spirit of residents in our highly regarded program. 

A comprehensive, individualized care plan is created by our 
staff of exceptional professionals in consultation with family 
members to ensure that each resident can realize their full 

potential and experience happier days. 

Our fully secure and comfortable, family-style atmosphere 
enhances social interaction - combined with a complete 
schedule of activities and therapies that complement the 

specialized needs of each resident. 

Studio or companion apartments with an unparalleled level of service and 
amenities, provide all the support needed ror safety and peace of mind. 

0 

Our c,ltbrotions Adult DaySovic,s and Respire Care are also avai~ble for 
non-midents expe,iencing a memory disader. 

www.tamarisk ri .org 
For a personal consultation. call Dianne: 401 -732-0037 

A Carelmk Member 
A Commuo,ty ot Jewish Seniors Ageocy ot RI 

segregated school systems that per
petuate the cycle of poverty. 

Rev. Dr. Vincent Thompson, 
of Newport's Community Baptist 
Church, gave the keynote address. 

"Practice kindness and hospital
ity," he urged the audience. "Kind
ness is not a call to be soft,[but] the 
greatest mark ofleadership. It's easy 
to be kind to those who like us, but 
we must be kind to an enemy, kind 
to those who don't like us." 

Referencing King's words, 
Thompson thundered, drawing 
murmurs of "oh, yes," and "amen" 
from the rapt crowd, "We are 
one spirit, one life, one people." 
Reminding the crowd of the chil
dren's game of "tag," he said, "Quit 
waiting for someone else to make a 
difference. Tag, you're it. {&it wait
ing for someone else to be kind. 
Tag, you're it." 

Other speakers, including Rabbi 
Peter Stein, who told the story of 
Cain and Abel, Rev. Dr. Donald 
Anderson of the Rhode Island 
State Council of Churches, Dennis 
Langley of the Urban League and 
several politicians, invoked King's 
name and his legacy. Virtually all of 
them spoke of the tragedy in Haiti 
and asked that everyone offer both 
prayers and support for those in 
need. 

Several community leaders, 
including Doris Feinberg, president 
of the Jewish Federation of Rhode 
Island, were recognized from the 
podium. 

Eighteen young people received 
scholarship monies from the Min
isters Alliance for post-high school 
studies. 

TAMA RISK 
ASSIS!l!O LIVING J\ E SIOENCC 

Where Life is Celebrated '" 
3 Shalom Drive Warwick, RI 02886 

AKoshet-UwljResid<JJoo 
s..,,,visedbyl/leKasl'1JtCanmlsso1~G-Ha1fonl 

- wwwjvhri.org 

The Holy Name Gospel Choir sings spirituals at the Ministers 
Alliance M .L.K. scholarship breakfast on Jan. 18. 

UNFORGETTABLE FUN, 

INCOMPARABLE 

SURROUNDINGS 

Clmp Jori has been part of ttle 
RI Jewish community since 1937 

beautiful, newly developed campus 
72-acre site 
magnificent waterfront 
soiling, canoeing, kayaking 
spacious cabi ns 
comprehensive programming 
expansive rec hall 
sports fields and courts 
dining hall with an inspiring view 
two swimming pools 
protected environment 

highly skilled, coring staff 
warm, friendly atmosphere 
family feeling Located in 

Ropes Challenge Course 

Expanded Theater 
Programs 

Wakefield, RI. 
Kosher dietory 
laws observed. 

Reaching up 
A program for children with special needs 

Two - two week sessions 
Ages 11 -14 

FOR REGISTRATION INFORMATION CAll: 
401-463-3110 

WEB: WWW.CAMP JORI.COM 

E-MAIL: CAMPJORI @HOTMAIL.COt,®''W • TT//~ ........ :, 

~JORir-
ON WORDEN'S POND 
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Jewish connnunities mobilize 

Fund drives, large 
and small, for Haiti 

Bv JACOB BERKMAN 

NEW YORK OTA) - The H ai
tian earthquake has been a major 
fundraising boon at the Krieger 
Schechter D ay School in suburban 
Baltimore. 

the American Jewish World Service 
(AJWS) and the American Jewish 
Joint D istribution Committee 
OD C) - two U.S.-based organiza
tions that do work in the develop
ing world - or to IsraAid, the Israel 
Forum for International Humani
tarian Aid, a coordinating orga
nization for 17 Israeli and Jewish 
humanitarian groups that has sent a 
team of rescue workers to H aiti. 

As of Tuesday morning, Jan. 19, 
AJWS had raised an estimated S2.4 
million to distribute to the grass
roots economic development orga
nizations it already works with in 
H aiti. 

The JDC, the foreign aid agency 

tee. (Funds donated to the Jewish 
Federation of Rhode Island will be 
sent to the JDC.) 

While some relief efforts have 
been slow to reach Haiti in the 
aftermath of the quake, on the 
ground Jewish dollars already are 
at work. The AJWS says that all of 
the 10 organizations with wh.ich it 
normally works in Haiti are now in 
emergency mode and have shifted 
focus to help in the aid effort. 

For instance, one AJWS-funded 
group in the Dominican Republic 
that normally focuses on helping 
Haitians in the Dominican Repub
lic has formed a caravan from that 
country to Port-au-Prince to bring 

The Jewish elementary school 
normally collects about S200 per 
week from its 420 students, and 
the money goes to various chari
ties. But when the school's head
master, Paul Schneider, decided to 
direct last week's giving to ----------------- feminine hygiene supplies, 
the American Red Cross to 
help the H aitian relief effort, 
the weekly tally jumped to 
$4,600. 

"A fair amount of it was 
from children cracking open 
their piggybanks," Schneider 
toldJTA. 

During the past week, the 
American Jewish community 
has .;acked open its collective 
piggybank as Jewish organi
zations small and large have 

"lf past experience is any 
guide, some of the money 

the Jewish community raises 
in the coming weeks for Haiti 

relief will not be spent for 

diapers and other needed 
items into Haiti. 

Aside from providing 
funding for the IDF and 
IsraAid field hospitals in 
H aiti, wh.ich Israeli offi
cials say can treat up to 500 
patients per day, the money 
from JDC and the Jewish 
Coalition for Disaster 
Relief is going to organi-

raised millions of dollars to help in 
the relief effort following the 7.0 
magnitude earthquake that shat
tered Port-au-Prince last week, kill
ing an estimated tens of thousands 
in Haiti. 

Dozens of Jewish organizations 
from the Reform movement to the 
Orthodox Union have set up links 
on their Web sites for constituents 
to donate money toward the relief 
effort. 

Most have directed their giving to 

months or even years." 

backed by the Jewish Federations 
of North America, has brought 
in nearly Sl .5 million that it will 
direct to the Jewish Coalition for 
Disaster Relief, wh.ich is sending 
money to the Israeli field hospitals 
in Haiti. The coalition is comprised 
of some 30 organizations, including 
the Union for Reform Judaism, the 
United Synagogue of Conservative 
Judaism, World O RT, the Jewish 
Council for Public Affairs, AJWS 
and the American Jewish Commit-

zations such as Heart to 
H eart International and 

Partners in Health to provide emer
gency medical supplies. 

If past experience is any guide, 
some of the money the Jewish com
munity raises in the coming weeks 
for Haiti relief will not be spent for 
months or even years. In the afrer
math of the 2004 tsunami in South
east Asia, B'nai B'rith International 
raised S900,000, wh.ich it spent on 
relief and rebuilding efforts during 
the next four years. Similarly, the 

• 
CAMPlQfilEN'S POND 

www.campJorl.com 
• New features for Day camp 
• Transportation from 

Providence and Warwick, 
• Two week sessions starting 

June 30 through August 19 
• Increased activity choices 
• Wednesday night overnights 
• Getting ready to step into 

overnight camping 
• Spirited family style 

meals in our dining hall 
• Dietary laws observed 
• Programs provided 

by our Israeli staff 

FOR REGISTRATION INFORMAnON CONTACT: ~ 
~ 

CAMP JORI, 1065 Worden's Pond, Wakefield, RI 
CALL: 401 -463-3170 
Email: campjori@hotmail.com 

wwwjvhri.org 

JDC took five years to spend the Chicago raised $283,000 in five 
S18 million it raised following the days from 2,200 donors. Almost 
tsunami. all of it - nearly $260,000 - came 

The immediate days following in online, from 2,058 individuals. 
the earthquake tend to be the most UJA-Federation of Greater Toronto 
critical for fund raising. About 90 raised $173,240 so far, much of it 
percent of the $18 million the JDC online. 
raised for Southeast Asia was raised Those involved in the fund-rais-
in the month immediately following ing effort say the Jewish communi-
the disaster. ty's gifts to the people of Haiti stem 

Ruth Messinger, the AJWS from Jewish values. 
president Service said it becomes "Here is a vast group of people in 
more difficult r------------, desperate need, 
to raise money and we are com-
when the issue mitted to help-
disappears from ing them, and 
the headlines. in helping them 
"This is when we are bettering 
most people get the world," said 
alerted to the Ann Toback, the 
situation," she executive direc-
said. "They want tor of the Work-
to know who is man's Circle. "It 
raising money combines our 
and who has a cultural iden-
plan for what is tity with our 
being raised and commitment to 
what they are social justice and 
doing and who improving the 
can explain to world." 
us what is differ- Giving also 
ent and discrete about what we are provides a teaching opportunity said 
doing." the Krieger Schechter School's Sch-

Meanwhile, organizations and neider. 
donors large and small are pitching "I think some of the older chil-
in. Billionaire George Soros, who is dren understand what is happening 
Jewish, gave $4 million to the relief in Haiti. I have talked to them about 
effort through h.is Open Society it. They are concerned. They wonder 
Institute. The W orkman's Circle how these people are going to sur-
and the New Yiddish Repertory are vive, what will they eat? Will they 
organizing a benefit concert for later still be alive when someone finally 
th.is month with the goal of raising comes to try to find them?" he said. 
$20,000. "W e talk to the children all of the 

The swiftness of the response is time the importance of human life 
owed, in part, to the Internet and and pikuach nefosh - saving lives. 
the growth of online giving. "The children know all human life is 

By Tuesday, AJWS raised Sl.8 sacred, not just Jewish life. This is an 
million from more than 16,000 opportunity to teach that." 
people via its Web site. The JUF-
Jewish Federation of Metropolitan 

BROWN 
Continuing Studies 

Classes for Adults Begin 
February 1, 2010 

Language I Sciences I Writing 

Humanities I Social Sciences 

For a full course listing and on line registration visit: 

www.brown.edu/ con tin u i ngstud ies 
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COMMUNITY 
Rhode Islanders 

respond 
PROVIDENCE - Money 
is pouring into the Jewish 
Federation of Rhode Island 
(JFRI) in response to the 
JFRI's Haiti Earthquake 
Relief Fund. A Sl0,000 
matching grant, offered by an 
anonymous donor for dona
tions received by Jan. 20, 
may have motivated donors; 
the latest tally is more than 
$36,500 from some 300 gifts. 
The JFRI's funds will be sent 
to our partner agency, the 
American Joint Distribution 
Committee, to provide funds 
for humanitarian aid. 

The staff of the Rhode 
Island for Community and 
Justice (RIC]) passed "the 
hat" to raise funds for JFRI's 
Haiti Earthquake Relief 
Fund at their recen t Civil 
Rights Roundtable Dr. King 
Celebration. Toby Ayers of 
the RICJ expressed grati
tude to JFRI's anonymous 
donor and encouraged other 
organizations and entities to 
create their own fundrai sing 
initiatives. 

Visit wwwjfri.org to learn 
more and donate. 

Jewish Federation 
of Rhode Island 

Live Generou~y. 
It does o world of good. 

AM ERI CAN VOLUNTEERS joined the Israeli delegation in the 
fiel d hospita l opened in Hait i. 

Faye L. SilPerrnan Patricia M. Herron 

-HAPPY HANUKKAH!
Silverman McGovern Staffing 

Rhode Island's Leadin9 Office Staffina A,gency 
284 West Exchange Street Providence RI 02903 

632-0580 
www.SilvermanMcgovern.com 
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RHODE ISLAND FOR COMMUNITY AND JUSTICE (RICJ) Project Coordinator Ann Clanton and Toby 
Ayers, RICJ's executive director, present Marty Cooper, director of JFRl's Community Relations 

Council, with a check for the JFRl's Haiti Earthquake Relief Fund. 

The Future Looks Bright! 
Resolve to Enjoy Life Even More in 2010! 

Our caring, profess1onal staff at EPOCH Senior Living will help you maintain and 
improve your health 24 hours a day, 365 days a year with ... 

All of us at EPOCH Senior Living wish you a wondcrfoJ and Healthy New Year! 

~ 
IE JP> 0 C JHC" 

SE NIOR L I V I N G 

on Blackstone Boulevard 

353 Blackstone Boulevard 
Providence, Rl 

401 -273-6565 

~ 
IE JP> 0 C JHC" 

ASSIS T ED L I V I NG 
on the East Side 

Next to Eastside Marketplace 
One Butler Avenue • Providence, RI 

4 0 1-275-0682 

The Residence of Choice for Seniors 
www.epochsl.com 

Maintenance-Free Living • 24-Hour Assistance • Enriching Lifestvlc 
Short-Term Rehabilitation • Company of Good Friends • Aquatics Program 
llrain Fitness Program • Compassiomte Long-Term Care 

wwwjvhri.org 
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ANTIQUES 

ANTIQUE 
~SITIONS 

STU ALTMAN 
401-331-SOLD (7653) 

DOWNSIZING ? FORECLOSING ? MOVING ? 

BUYING: 

ADVERTISING, BOOKS, CLOCKS, FOUNTAIN PENS, GLASS 
LAMPS, LIGHTERS, MILITARY, PAINTINGS, PAPER, PHOTOS, 

POTTERY, RADIOS, SILVER, SPORTS, TOYS, WATCHES, ETC. 

' BAR/BAR MITZVAHIWEDDINGS 

WHISPERING 
PINES 

CONFERENCE 
CENTER 

University of Rhode Island 
W. Alton Jones Campus 

West Greenwich, RI 

(401) 397-3361 ext.6056 
www.uri.edu/ajc/wpines 

The natural beauty of Whispering Pines provides an intimate 
setting for a ceremony and reception for as many as 180 

COINS 

WE BUY COINS & JEWELRY 
•GOLDCOINS WEBUY&SELLRARECOINS, ~--~1 : ~::~~~s BULLION & GOLD JEWELRY NOW AVAILABLE 
•STAMPS EagleS.lverDolla", 
•GOLDJEWELRY&WATCHES BEST GoldCoin,& Estite 
• ANTIQUES, STERLING SILVER Jewelry and Silver, 
·COINS&BARS PRICES ProofSets,Coin& 
• US AND FOREIGN Stamp Albums 
• PCGS-NGC authorized 

POOIT COIN nnUIWE IN" Serving banks,anomeys,estates 11111•aa;, "' and the public for over 40 years. 

769 Hope St., Providence 
SAMELOCATION SINCE 1969 • LC8041 401-861-7640 

COMPUTER REPAIR & SERVICE 

• 

EMERGENCY SERVICE 
Networks • Installation • Repair 

Network Video Survei llance 
Vlrus/Spyware Removal • Macintosh Repair 

On-Site Service • Remote Support 

C a ll Eric Shorr 331-0196 
toll free 800-782-3988 

SON/CWAL~ ~ 

www.pctrouble.com 

COMPUTER• TVs SERVICE & REPAIR 

Computers • TVs Services & Repair 
• MAC• PC• UNIX • 
On-Site Services • Installation. 
Database-drtven web applications: FileMaker • MySQL. 
Networks • Internet Security • VPN. 
Emergency Computer Repair. 

CALL 401-714-4513 
www.hlghtechadvertising.net 

fo~ Larry B. Parness 
S A 

MBA 

Tax Preparation • Financial Planning 
Business Consultant 

401-454-0900 • parnessl@ix.netcom.com 
128 Dorrance St. •Suite 520 • Providence, RI 02903 

You've known me for your taxes ... 
Now see me for the rest of your financial story. 

GENERAL CONTRACTING 

BUILT-

New Construction 

Cell (401) 996-1312 
Fax (401) 421-6254 

UCTION 

RI Reg# 30842 
Insured 

Quality Service 
'-----=='---~ isfaction Guaranteed 

HEALTH 

odiura S. 'Neve[, 'MV 

Gynecology ' 
725 Reservoir Avenue 

Suite 100 
Cranston, RI 02910 

401-272-2562 
Fax 401-272-9617 

e-mail nevelmd@hotmail.com 

Hol\IE COMPUTER NETWORK TECHNOLOGY 

"lmcgrating home security technologies that range from stealth monitoring 
software.on )'Our cl1ildrcn's..computa.LO--adi.'anCed Smart Home-Security 
camer.a.s and Nanny cams. This is jusL a sample of the man)' .scrvi<.cs provided. 
·1n1cgratin.g Network technologies that can range from device sharing, primer 
sharing, firewa]b., Anti\'lrus systems that :ui1ornatif'.ally pmh.::ct your entire 
computing emironmcnt and help keep your personal infomiation safe from 
com utcr thie,·es com uter hackers and the o le ri 1t next door. 
• Did you ever wish tll.ll )'Ou°""ould s1>c.k infonnally one.on one with a 
local Systems Engineer and ask them tl1osc questions that reall)' conccm you? 
Call Michael Dooley, our Senior S)'~lcms F.ngincer, directly at 40 l-569-8040 
mention thi!. AD rode 41 74 and speak with him for 15 minutes at no cost. 

I Kendall Drive Lincoln, RI 02865 phonc: 401-56?-8040/40l-214·S267 

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

The Largest Bath 
Showroom in Rhode Island 

Style at V Discounted Prices® 

Fall River, MA 
1-508-675-7433 

Plainville, MA 
I -508-843-1300 

I FREEWAY DRIVE 
CRANSTON, RI 
401-467-0200 
800-838-1119 

~MEDINA 
Paintinlt & Remodelinlt co., Inc. 

INTERIOR & fXrERIOR 

For All Your Painting & Restoration Needs! 
Specializing in water problems, repairing roofs, gutters and basements 

More than 20 years experience in Historical Homes 
FIi i d RIR #7320 

can JU Medina 401.438.8771 

Fully Insured 
Licensed #8269 

Working in the 
Jewish Community 

Since 1990 

HORACIO PIRES 
PAINTING 

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR 
FREE ESTIMATES 

For A Better Job Call 
H. PIRES 

(401) 433-1072 
Phone and Fax Number 

Quallty Makes the Difference 

FOR BUSINESS DIRECTORY WEB AND DISPLAY ADVERTISING CONTACT: 

FRANK ZASLOFF • 401-421-4111, ext.160 • E-mail: fzasloff@jfri.org 

READ US ON-LINE WWW.JVHRI.ORG 
wwwjvhri.org 
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Sobibor survivor testifies 

MUNICH, Germany (]TA) -
A survivor testifying at the war 
crimes trial of accused Nazi death 
camp guard John Demjanjuk said 
he did not recall seeing Demjan
juk at the camp. 

The court heard Tuesday 
from Thomas Blatt, 82, one 
of the few remaining survi
vors of the Sobibor death camp. 
D emjanjuk, 89, is being tried in 
Germany as an accessory to the 
murder of 27,900 Jews at Sobibor 
in 1943. 

German journalist 
Ernst Cramer dies 

MUNICH, Germany (]TA) -
Ernst Cramer, a Jewish journal
ist who fled Nazi Germany to 
become an American soldier in 
World War II, has died. He was 
known as a champion of Israel 
who fought to improve relations 
between Germans, Jews and 
Americans. 

He once told JTA that he never 
understood "why people behaved 
as they did, and why so many 
looked away during the Holo
caust. 

Merkel: Germany to tighten · 
Iran sanctions 

MUNICH, Germany (]TA) -
Germany is preparing to tighten 
sanctions against Iran, Chancel-

!or Angela M erkel said. 
Merkel made the declara

tion following a meeting with 
Israeli Prime Minister Ben
jamin Netanyahu in Berlin. 
M onday's joint Cabinet meeting 
between Israel and Germany was 
the second since Merkel initiated 
the program in M arch 2008, and 
it was the first to be held in G er
many. 

Netanyahu arrived M onday 
with seven ministers, including 
D efense Minister Ehud Barak, 
Foreign Minister Avigdor Lieber
man and D eputy Foreign Minis
ter Danny Ayalon. 

Illegal structures razed 
in West Bank 

JERUSALEM (]TA) - Israeli 
forces razed a structure built in 
contravention of an announced 
10-month freeze on construction 
in the settlements. 

Security and Civil Administra
tion forces on Tuesday evacuated 
and dismantled a caravan erected 
five weeks ago in Alon M oreh 
in protest of the freeze, and also 
destroyed the foundations of 
buildings laid in Kochav Yaakov 
and Kochav Hashahar. 

Gehry leaving Jerusalem 
museum project 

JERUSALEM (]TA) - Award
winning architect Frank 
Gehry has withdrawn from 

JTA News Briefs 
the project to build a Museum 
of Tolerance in Jerusalem. 
H aaretz reported last week that 
Gehiy was leaving the project of 
the Simon Wiesenthal Center 
amid controversy over the fact 
that the museum was to be built 
on the site of a former Muslim 
cemetery. 

Israeli soldier dismissed 
for protest 

JERUSALEM (]TA) - One of 
the Israeli soldiers who raised a 
banner protesting the evacuation 
of Jewish settlements was dis
missed from the military. 

The second soldier identi
fied in the incident was removed 
from the hesder program, which 
allows religious men to combine 
Torah study and military ser
vice. He will now be required 
to serve the full three years of 
service rather than 16 months. 
In October, the two soldiers 
disrupted their swearing-in cer
emony at the Western Wall to 
protest the potential removal of 
West Bank settlements. 

Chicago father violates order, 
takes daughter to church 

(]TA) - A Chicago man took 
his Jewish daughter to church 
in violation of a court order. 
Joseph Reyes, 35, attended ser
vices Sunday at Holy Name 
Cathedral with his young daugh-
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ter, despite a temporary restrain
ing order issued last month 
barring him from exposing their 
daughter to any religion except 
Judaism, CBS 2 in Chicago 
reported. 

Scores of Fa/ash Mura 

coming to Israel 
JERUSALEM (JTA) - Some 
150 Ethiopians claiming Jewish 
links will arrive in Israel this 
week, the first groups to immi
grate in more than a year. 

Eighty-one Ethiopians, known 
as Fa/ash Mura, are scheduled 
to arrive early in the morning of 
Jan. 19, according to the Jewish 
Agency for Israel. 

Another 63 Ethiopians are 
scheduled to arrive on Jan. 20, 
according to the Jewish Agency. 

Settlers arrested for torching 
mosque 

JERUSALEM (]TA) - Israeli 
security forces arrested residents 
of a West Bank settlement in con
nection with last month's torch
ing of a Palestinian mosque. 

Ten settlers were arrested at 
two yeshivas in the northern 
West Bank community ofYitzhar 
in a Jan. 17 late night raid. 

Five are accused of burning 
down a mosque in the nearby 
village of Yasuf, allegedly in 
retaliation for an Israeli govern
ment-imposed freeze on building 

in the settlements. 

Barak visits Turkey in bid 
to repair rift 

JERUSALEM (]TA) - Israeli 
D efense Minister Ehud Barak 
met with the Turkish defense and 
foreign ministers in an attempt to 
repair strained relations. 

Barak arrived on Jan. 17 in 
Turkey for a visit scheduled before 
last week's diplomatic dispute in 
which Israel's deputy foreign 
minister publicly embarrassed 
the Turkish ambassador over an 
anti-Israel television series before 
apologizing days later. 

Relations between Israel and 
Turkey have been strained since 
Israel's military operation last 
winter in Gaza. 

Yiddish studies center 
to open in Israel 

(]TA) - Ben-Gurion Univer
sity of the Negev is establishing 
Israel's newest center for Yiddish 
studies. 

David Roskies, a professor of 
Yiddish literature at the Jewish 

. Theological Seminary in New 
York, has been tapped to head the 
new center in Beersheba. 

The center will host workshops 
and colloquia, publish forgotten 
Yiddish works, and collaborate 
with Yiddish research centers 
in Tel Aviv, Paris and Amherst, 
M ass. 
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Karenann McLoughlin 
Marc B. Gertsacov 

tel: (401) 272-9330 
144 Medway Street 
Providence, R1 02906 

www.ronmarkoff.com 

MASSAGE THERAPY 

•One W.eHness Center• 
Kristen Laliberte Casey, LMT 

Hope AriJste Village 
I 005 Main Street Unit I 16 
Pawtucket. RI 02860 

401.728.8018 

www.one,,,ellnessmassage.co/n 

• Reiki 
• Post Injury Mmage 

• Caocer Appropriate Massage 
• Chronic & Migraine Pain Relief 

MEDICAL 

ORTHOPEDIC GROUP, INC. 

WWW.OGI-DOCS.COM 

Toll Free 800-725-3037 
588 Pawrucket Avenue, Pawtucke~ RI 02860 

(401) 722-2400 • FAX: (401) 728-3920 

16 Hillside Avenue, Attleboro, HA 02703 
(508) 222-4450 • FAX: (508) 226-6465 

6 Blackstone Valley Pim, Suite SJ0. Lincoln, RI 02865 
(401) 334-3700 • FAX:(401 ) 334-34 14 

PLUMBING & HEATING 

PLUMBING & HEATING 

161 ADMIRAL STREET 
PROVlDENCE, RI 02908 

401 - 42 1- 1358 

Neal Lund 

\WJW/i'Vhri.org 

SERVICES FOR SENIORS 
It's a Mitzvah to 

RENT-A-MENSCH 
Specializing In service fe< Seniors 
to keep you safe and secure In your home. 

•Property iV.aintenance end t\l\anegement 
•Safety Inspections and Upgrades to: 

•minimize fall risks 
•maximize convenience, efficiency 

Wayne Rosenberg 
Tel, 401-273-4642 • Mobile, 617-<>33-«>62 
www.rentamensch.us 

Better Than a Billboard 
FOR LESS THAN $26 PER ISSUE, 

YOUR BUSINESS CARD COULD BE HERE! 

Call or e-mail 
Frank Zasloff today! 

401-421-4111, 811. 160 
tzasloll@ilri.org 
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Justice pours down like water 
Exonus 10:1- 13:16 

This parashah 
reminds us of life's 
new possibilities 

Bv RABBI LESLIE GuTIERMAN 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

IN ONE WEEK we will 
observe the holiday of Tu 
Bi-Sh'vat, the Jewish Arbor 
Day, known as the New 

a better world, the hope for free
dom and justice cannot be con
fined to any one time and place. 
We must never stop hoping that, 
in the words of the prophet of 
old, justice might pour down as 
waters. A couple of years ago, 
federal charges were brought in 
Mississippi for the kidnapping 
and murder of two black teenag
ers. The crime was committed 
decades before. Justice poured 
down like water at last. 

Justice delayed is justice denied. 
Our Torah portion gives a hint 

the verse is better understood by 
a literal translation. Lo Kamu, 
"They did not rise, mitachitav, 
from his lower self!" The Bible 
is really describing the spiritual 
darkness that reigned in Egypt. 
None of the Egyptians could 
rise from their lower selves or 
from their basest instincts. Such 
people produced an environment 
described in the first part of the 
verse: "People could not see one 
another," i.e., no one perceived 
each other's common humanity. 

Contrast that with the picture 

Year of the trees. Trees are a -------------- of integrity and goodness 
embodied in the first Psalm's 
description of the man who 
is like "a tree planted beside 
streams of water which yields 
its fruit in season, whose foli
age never fades and whatever 
it produces thrives." 

symbol of hope, of life's pos
sibilities. In the Book of Job 
we read, "There is hope for a 
tree. If it is cut down it will 
renew itself. Its shoots will not 
cease ... at the scent of water it 
will bud and produce branches 
like a sapling." 

There is a remarkable verse 
contained in this week's Torah 
portion, Bo, in this week's 

"May we do what we 
can do to keep hope 

a1ive for a second 
Passover when a11 
God's children will 

be 1iberated." 

May our better angels pre
vail as we do what we can 
do to keep hope alive for a 
second Passover when all 

parashah. It is also a dramatic -------------- God's children will be lib
erated. Then all will live in expression of hope for a new 

beginning. 
We are told that if for some 

valid reason it should be impos
sible to celebrate Passover then 
one can still do so a month later. 
There can be a Pesach Shemi, a 
second Passover. This does not 
apply to any other holiday on 
the Jewish calendar. I think the 
reason may be that our hope for 

about why so many still want to 
be redeemed. One of the sever
est of the ten plagues that God 
inflicted upon the Egyptians 
was that of darkness. The Torah 
describes it this way: "People 
could not see one another, and 
for three days no one could get up 
from where he was . .. " (Exodus 
10:23). The inner meaning of 

E ENDS FEBRUARY & 

dignity with justice for all and 
none to make them afraid. 

Rabbi Leslie Gutterman, the 
senior rabbi at Temple Beth-El 
in Providence, is a member of the 
Rhode Island Board of Rabbis. 

CUSTOM FRAMING 

SALE 
STOREWIDE 

PROVIDENCE PICTURE FRAME CO. 
DRYDEN GALLERIES, LTD. 

Route 95. Exit 24, Branch Avenue (Next ot Benny's) 
Daily 8:30-6:30, Sundays 12-5 

www.providencepictureframe.com 
wwwjvhri.org 

RINI flu vaccines available 
JCCRI hosts flu shots 
PROVIDENCE - HlNl Bu vac
cines and a limited number of sea
sonal Bu vaccine will be available 
on Sunday, Jan. 24 from 9 a.m. to 
noon, at the Jewish Community 
Center of Rhode Island QCCRI) 
in the Federation board room, 401 
Elmgrove Ave., Providence. 

The Wellness Company will pro
vide the vaccines that will be avail
able to those individuals 18 years 
and older. The cost is $20; though 
there is no charge for those with 
Blue Cross/Blue Shield of Rhode 
Island or Massachusetts, Medicare 
Part B, United HealthCare Medi-

care Complete or Neighborhood 
H ealth Plan. 

Insurance plans from Tufts, 
Fallon or Harvard Pilgrim for 
Massachusetts residents will be 
accepted. Medicaid and United 
Health Care are not accepted. 

Register online at www.thewell
comp.com YOU MUST BRING 
YOUR INSURANCE CARD! 

For more information, call The 
Wellness Company at 461-0662. 

The JCCRI is a partner agency 
of the Jewish Federation of Rhode 
Island. 

Talmudic wisdom available 
Students of Talmud 

welcome 
WARWICK - Chabad ofWest 
Bay is offering a course in Tal
mudic wisdom, "The 
Ethical and 
Inspirational 
Teachings of 
the Talmud" 
for beginning 
students of 
Talmud. 

run every Tuesday 
in February - Feb. 
2, 9, 16 and 23, from 
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
Courses will be held at 

Chabad of West Bay, 3871 Post 
Road, in Warwick. 

For more information, contact 
Rabbi Yossi Laufer at 884-7888 or 
rabbilaujer@netzero.net. Visit the 
Websiteatwww.RabbiWarwick.com. 

MOSES BROWN SCHOOL 

Open House 

Sunday, February 7 • I 30 - 4·00 pm 

Moses Brown is an independent, college-prcpar:nory, 
Quaker school for girls and boys, nursery through twelfth 
grade. Learn how Quaker principles strengthen our pro
gram and ask about opportunities for scholarship at the 
next Open House. 

250 Lloyd Avenue I Providence RI • 401.831.7350 I www.mosesbrown.org 

• 



COMMUNITY 
Jewish fraternity 

returns to URI campus 
Bv BETSY COHEN 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

KINGSTON - After nearly a 
decade off campus, the Jewish 
fraternity A lpha Epsilon Pi 
(AEPi) is being welcomed back 
to the University of Rhode Island 
(URI) Kingston campus. In the 
early 1990s, it was booted off 
campus because of alcohol-related 
infringements. 

Steven Kaplan, the expansion 
coordinator for the national frater
nity of AEPi, visited URI Hillel 
this past fall looking to recruit stu
dents interested in forming a URI 
AEPi chapter. 

The nine founding fathers of the 
URI chapter are sophomore Max 
Irlander, freshman Mike Abelson, 
sophomore Mike Justa, freshman 
Jacob Harris, freshman Ethan 
Selinger, freshman Evan Malmud, 
junior Michah Schwartz, fresh
man Gabe Shipon, and sophomore 
Max Sing. 

Abelson was awarded the posi
tion of the Lieutenant Master of 
URI's AEPi chapter. 

"If the fraternity were a baseball 
team, I'd be the general manager," 
Abelson said. "My job is to over
see the various committees and to 
make sure that everything is going 
smoothly." 

The URI AEPi chapter currently 
has four committees established 
that address social events, athletic 
events, philanthropic events and 
rush events. 

Abelson said he was also excited 
to be a part of the Jewish fraternity 
and gain some of the responsibili
ties of maintaining the organiza
tion of the group. 

"I come from a town with very 
few Jews," Abelson said. "For me 
to have found a group of guys who 
are all Jewish, something we all 
have in common, is a big plus for 
me. It's a nice feeling." 

The fraternity only recruits 
Jewish, male students and will 
be hosting its rush events some
time during this spring semes-

ter. According to Abelson, AEPi 
also plans to participate in URI's 
annual spring semester Greek 
Week. Greek Week is a week filled 
with competitions between the 
URI sororities and fraternities. 
These competitions include dress
ing up in goofy costumes, hosting 
and trying to raise the most money 
at philanthropic events and a talent 
show competition. 

Originally founded at New York 
University by Charles Moskowitz 
in 1913, AEPi became an official 
fraternity here at URI in 1928. It 
lasted until the early 1970s when 
it was thrown off campus. In the 
late 1970s it was re-established at 
URI. The URI AEPi fraternity 
house burned down because of a 
kitchen fire in 2002 and has not 
had an official home on campus 
since then. 

The newest AEPi will not 
receive a house on the URI campus 
for several years, Abelson said. 

"There's a long line of fraternities 
waiting to get on-campus houses," 
Abelson said. "We don't expect to 
get a house on-campus for at least 
four or five years." 

The founding fathers are looking 
at off-campus locations in the sur
rounding towns and hope to find a 
home for the URI chapter of AEPi 
within the next year 

The fraternity is the ninth larg
est of the 72 known national fra
ternities. Recently, a chapter was 
formed in Israel and another in 
Canada. "It's one of the few frater
nities that's not limited to just the 
U.S. and Canada," Abelson said. 

For more information about the 
.fraternity, contact Max Irlander at 
max.irlander@gmail.com or (917} 
612-1486; or Mike Abelson at 
at michael_abelson@mail.uri.edu or 
(978)835-3565. 1he official AEPi 
Web site is http://www.aepi.org. 

Betsy Cohen is a sophomore at 
URI, majoring in marine biology, 
journalism and the pre-med track. 
She is also president ofURJ H illel. 

Punm with the 
Yiddish shmoozers 

PROVIDENCE - The Yiddish 
shmoozers invite those interested in 
Yiddish to their next meeting, on 
Friday, Feb. 12 from 9:30 to 11:30 
a.m. The meeting, at the Jewish 
Community Center of Rhode 
Island OCCRI), will include the 
traditional lesson in Yiddish and 
Yiddish songfest. In addition, 

Mara Sokolosky, the librarian at 
Temple Emanu-El and a Yiddish 
speaker, will speak about Purim. 

For more information, contact 
Neal Drobnis at the JCCRJ at 861-
8800, ext. 107. 

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT 

Housekeeping Daily/Weekly/Bi-weekly 
Jason: 508-496-9559 Kiko02769@yahoo.com 

i~9~ 
ALLIANCE. 

summ 
2010 

wwwjvhri.org 
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e are pleased to announce 
Oswald Schwartz 
has been promoted t o Principal. 

PAGE 23 

With the Firm since 1998, Oswald manages a variety o f 

accounting and tax engagements concentrating in closely 

held businesses and not-for-profit organizations. His 

fluency in Span ish , German, Ital ian, Portuguese and 

English languages is extremely valuable in assisting a 

variety of business owners. 

Oswald earned a Bachelor of Science degree in 

Accounting from American University. 

Email: oswalds@pgco.com 

Pl(' .CERELLI, GILSTEIN 
DL_COMPANY, LLP 

Certified Public Accountants and Consultants 

144 Westminster Street 
Providence, RI 02903 

pgco.com I 401-831-0200 

* 401 elmqrove·ave. 
J~~ providence, ri 02903 

401.861.8800 
ext. 146 or 147 
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Butler Hospital establishes new 
Alzheiiner's center 

Aging Rhode Island 
population likely to 

need treatment 
BY VOICE & HERALD STAFF 

voiceherald@jfri.org 

PROVIDENCE - Butler Hospi
tal has received nearly $500,000 
in federal and private fou ndation 
funding to establish a new Center 
for Advanced Diagnostics and 
Therapeutics in Alzheimer's disease 
(AD). Funds will be used to estab
lish an advanced brain imaging 
laboratory, an infusion suite (that 
doubles the number of people who 
can participate in clinical trials) 
and a functional outcomes labora
tory, all with the goal of improving 
both early diagnosis and prompt 
treatment. 

All four members of the state's 
congressional delegation attended 
the Jan. 8 press conference where 
Dr. Patricia Recupero, the hos
pital's chief executive officer; Dr. 
Stephen Salloway, the director of 
neurology and the director of the 
Memory and Aging Program at 
Butler; and several others, spoke. 

With 15 percent of Rhode Island 
residents 65 or older, said Recu
pero, "AD is a major health concern 
for people here. If you live to be 85, 
you have a 50-50 chance of devel
oping AD." 

"Looking back, my great-uncle 
died of what we now know to be 
Alzheimer's; we've learned so much 

REP. PATRICK KENNEDY (D-RI) and a supporter at the Jan. 8 
press conference held at Butler Hospital. 

about the disease since then," said 
Senator Sheldon Whitehouse. 
Looking around, the proportion of 
seniors to the state's overall popu
lation is very high, so this issue 
will get attention, he said. "Look
ing forward, the estimates of the 
costs are astonishing, if we don't 
do a better job [addressing ADJ," 
he said. 

"The new center will enable us to 
test the latest treatments for AD, 
from amyloid vaccines now to stem 
cells in the future," said Salloway. 
"As with heart disease and cancer, 

prevention and early detection will 
be the key to defeating Alzheim
er's. If we can delay the onset by 
one or two years we will alleviate 
suifering for patients and families 
and greatly reduce the cost of care." 

F uncling for the new center 
comes from these sources: 
$200,000 from federal govern
ment appropriations, $200,000 
from the Champlin Foundations 
and $20,000 from The John and 
Happy White Foundation. 

Our Circle of Care Revolves Around You 

Summit Commons 
Skilled Nursing and Rehabilitation Center 

State of the art Transitional Care Unit offering Orthopedic 
and Post Surgical Rehabilitation 7 days per week 

Candlewood Unit, Specialized Care for 
Alzheimer's and Related Memory Impairment 

Pulmonary Reconditioning Program 

Long Term, Respite and Hospice Care 

Kosher meals available! 

wwwjvhri.org 

SENIORS 

SENATOR SHELDON WHITEHOUSE (D-RI) and Dr. Stephen Salloway 
talk before the Jan. 8 press conference at Bradley Hospital. 

The Center includes: 
Advanced brain imaging 

laboratory 
• State-of-the-art computer 

network 
• Advanced neuro-imaging 

analysis of MRI images 
• Dedicated high-speed intranet 

connection to the MRI research 
facility at Brown University and 
Rhode Island Hospital's PET 
center 

• Infusion suite 

• IV pumps to administer new 
treatments for AD 

• More than doubles the 
number of people who can partici
pate in clinical trials 

• Functional outcomes 
laboratory 

• Computer simulations of 
activities of daily living to measure 
effectiveness of AD treatments 

• May provide early detection of 
possible memory impairments 

Stimulus 'greenbacks' help green 
synagogues,homes 

PROVIDENCE - Looking to 
'go green'? The Rhode Island 
Office of Energy Resources has 
released its application for stimu
lus fund grants for "Non-Utility 
Scale Renewables Projects," which 

includes such projects as solar hot 
water or wind electricity for syna
gogues or residences. 

For more information, contact Rhode 
Island Inte,foith Power and Light at 
268-3833 or injo@riipl.org. 

Health issues at Senior Guild 
CRANSTON - Mario Casire
lli, a pharmacist, will speak to 
the Cranston Senior Guild at its 
February meeting. The group will 
meet on Wednesday, Feb. 3 at 1 

p.m. at Temple Torat Yisrael, 330 
Park Ave., Cranston. 

A raffle and refreshments will 
follow the meeting. 

The fnle meaning of lift is to plant trees 1111der 
whose shade )'OIi do 110! expect to sit. 

Nelson Henderson 

Include Providence Public Library in your will. 
One of the most enduring acts of your lifetime. 
To learn more: 401.455.8050 or www.provlib.org. 

SHMUEL TAITELBAUM 
CERTIFIED MOHEL 

~ 
Providence-Based • Recommended by Local Physicians & Rabbis 

861-1403 
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Yvonne Dressler 
PROVIDENCE - Yvonne (Gold
stein) Dressler, 84, died on Jan. 16. 

Born in Providence, the daugh
ter of Louis and Jessie (Namerow) 
Goldstein, she was the wife of the 
late Sidney Dressler. 

She graduated from Hope High 
School, attended the University 
of Rhode Island and the Rhode 
Island School of Design, and for
merly enjoyed a winter home in 
West Palm Beach, Fla. Though 
plagued with physical ailments 
most of her adult years, she found 
the strength to be active in many 
communal organizations in Rhode 
Island with her late husband, 
involving themselves in fundrais
ing and charitable causes for many 
organizations. She was a vivacious 
and resilient woman. 

She is survived by her son, 
Steven; her daughter-in-law Mel
aney Nichols, the former wife of 
her deceased son, Robert; her 
grandchildren and great-grand
child. 

Contributions may be made to 
Home and Hospice Care of Rhode 
Island, 1.085 North Main Street, 
Providence, RI 02906. 

Beatrice Friedman 
WARWICK - Beatrice (Orleck) 
Friedman died on Jan. 14. She was 
the wife of the late Eugene Sidney 
Friedman. Born in Providence, a 
daughter of the late David H. and 
Ida (Silver) Orleck, she had lived in 
Warwick for 44 years. 

She was a graduate of Hope 
High School and Bryant-Stratton 
College, now Bryant University. 
She also attended the former 
Pembroke College. A bookkeeper 
for Massasoit Realty and other 
companies for 25 years, retiring 
in 1962, she· was also a secretary 
for the former Congregation Sons 
of Abraham for three years. She 
served as a volunteer receptionist 

at the Pilgrim Center for 10 years. 
A charter member of Temple 

Am David, a life member and 
a board member of the former 
Jewish Home for the Aged Wom
en's Association, she was also 
a member of Hadassah and the 
Social Seniors of Warwick. 

She was the sister of the late 
Archie, Benjamin, Joseph, Wil
liam, Jack and Henry Orleck and 
twin sisters, Dorothy Bonsole and 
Lillian Gentile; she also leaves sev
eral nieces and nephews. 

Contributions may be made to 
Temple Am David, 40 Gardiner 
Street, Warwick, RI 02888. 

Eugene Levine 
BRIARCLIFF MANOR, N.Y. -
Eugene M. Levine died on Dec. 11 , 
the day after after his 87th birth
day. He was married to his late 
wife Selma (Sakofsky) Levine for 
62 years. 

Born in Mt. Vernon, N.Y., he 
graduated in the first class from 
Music and Art High School, now 
known as the Fiorello H. LaGuar
dia High School of Music & Art and 
Performing Arts in New York City. 

After serving in the Army during 
World War II, he graduated from 

• 
Tufts University Dental 
School in 1950 and 
practiced in Tarrytown, 

N.Y., for 55 years. In the 1980s he 
was one of the pioneers of neu
romuscular dentistry and facial 
pain and wrote numerous articles 
for dental journals on the topic. 
He and his daughter Dr. Janet 
Levine received the first fellowship 
awards in 1987 from the Interna
tional College of Cranio-Mandib
ular Orthopedics, as well as other 
recognition for their work in facial 
pain. His daughter continues to 
lecture on this topic and to prac
tice. 

A resident of Briarcliff Manor, 
NY, for more than 53 years, he 
shared his passion for art by 

The Only Family-Owned 
Jewish Funeral Home 

in Rhode Island 

Mic.had D. Smith 
Licensed f-un cral Director 

1100 New London Avenue 
Cranston, RI 02920 

Tel.: 463-7771 
Toll-free: l -877-463-7771 

~ Certified by the 
;i:.) R.I. Board of Rabbis 

Pre-Nud Progrr1ms AvaiU,ble 
Wheelchair Accessible 

Ada111G.Smilh 
Lic<'nsed Fune ral Oirc -.: 1or 

Obituaries 
teaching in the 1970s in the Bri
arcliff School District and later 
by giving private classes. He also 
read avidly and spoke eloquently. 

He is survived by his four daugh
ters, Ellise Wolff of East Green
wich ; Janet Furst of Greenwich, 
Conn.; Nancy Chervin of Yorktown 
Heights, N.Y.; and Becky Levine of 
Bronx, N.Y.; their husbands Peter, 
Larry, Neal, and Carmelo; and six 
grandchildren, Aaron and Jeremy 
Wolff, Andrew and Michael Furst, 
and Jenna and Jake Chervin. He 
is also survived by his twin brother 
Seymour Levine and his wife Merle 
of East Marion, N.Y., and cousins, 
nieces and nephews. Donations 
may be sent to an organization of 
your choice or the Briarcliff Manor 
Free Library, Pleasantville Road, 
Briarcliff Manor, NY 10510 

Rena Mills 
WARWICK - Rena R. Mills, 83, 
died on Jan. 11. She was the wife of 
the late Albert 'Babe' Mills. Born in 
Providence, a daughter of the late 
Thomas and Rose (Levine) Luck
sniansky, she had lived in Warwick 
for 60 years. 

She was the mother of Barry 
Mills and his wife Karen of Bruns
wick, Maine; David Mills and his 
wife Nancy of Cranston; and Ira 
Mills and his wife Paula of Bran
ford, Conn. She was the sister 
of Esther Feldman of Pompano 
Beach, Fla., and the late Myrtle 
Feldman, Anne Coulter, Jennie 
Falcofsky and Celia Greene. She 
was the grandmother of Jamie 
and her fiance Ken, Allison and 
Todd, Zoe, Daniel, William, Henry, 
Hannah and George. 

Contributions may be made to 
Miriam Oncology Group, P.O. Box 
H, Providence, RI 02901. 

Ruth L. Patz 
COVENTRY - Ruth L. Patz died on 
Jan. 17. Born in Boston, a daughter 
of the late Max and Celia (Abedon) 
Cohen, she had lived in Coventry 
for four years, previously residing 
in Warwick and Delray Beach, Fla. 
She was a bookkeeper for several 
organizations in Boston. A volun-

OBITUARIES 
teer for Hospice in Boca Raton 
and the membership chairperson 
for the Boston Club in Kings Point, 
Delray Beach, she was an avid 
knitter and reader. She was the 
mother of Arlene Bochner and her 
husband Edward of Warwick; the 
grandmother of Lloyd and Maggie 
Bochner and Ina and Rick Land, 
and the great-grandmother of 
Joshua, Jordan and Aliya. 

Contributions may be made to 
Odyssey Health Care, 2374 Post 
Road, Suite 206, Warwick, RI 
02886. 

Mildred Samors 
PROVIDENCE - Mildred (Gordon) 
Samors, 105, died Jan. 2. She 
was the wife of the late Nathan 
Samors. 

Born in Chicago, a daughter of 
the late Samuel and Anna (Ellison) 
Gordon, she had been a resident 
of Rhode Island since 1938. 

She was an honorary member of 
Temple Beth-El and a life member 
of Hadassah, Brandeis Women's 
Association, The Miriam Hospi
tal Women's Association, and the 
former Jewish Home for the Aged. 

She was the mother of the late 
Burton Samors and is survived 
by her daughter-in- law Harriet 
Samors -of Providence; her grand
children, Patricia Benton and 
her husband Bruce, and Robert 
Samors and his wife Ann Tut
wiler; and her great-grandchildren, 
Brandon, Darren, Brooke, Dawn, 
Joshua and Noah. She was the 
sister of the late Robert, William 
and Louis Gordon, Ella Coplan 
Harris and Rose Buckman Butler. 

Donations may be made to the 
Samors Medical Library Fund, c/o 
the Women's Association of The 
Miriam Hospital, 164 Summit Ave., 
Providence, RI 02906. 

Bernice T. White 
PROVIDENCE - Bernice T. White, 
87, died on Jan. 13. She was the 
wife of the late Sanford White and 
H. Berrick White. Born in Brook
lyn, N.Y., a daughter of the late 
Samuel and Lillian (Seigler) Turner, 

she was a Providence resident for 
64 years. She was a member of 
Temple Beth-El and its Sisterhood, 
O.R.T., Hadassah and The Miriam 
Hospital Women's Association. 

She was the mother of Steven 
D. White of Cape Coral, Fla ., and 
the late Marjorie W. Parness; the 
stepmother of Steven R. White of 
Wakefield , Neal H. White and his 
wife Marjorie of Warwick and Lynn 
Aaronson of Warwick. She was the 
sister of the late Eejay Turner, the 
grandmother of nine, and great
grandmother of six. 

Contributions may be made to 
the Bernice and Sanford White 
Fund, c/o Temple Beth-El , 70 
Orchard Ave., Providence, RI 
02906. 

Irving Wolpert 
PROVIDENCE - Irving Wolpert, 
88, died on Jan. 17. He was the 
husband of Shirley (Sugarman) 
Wolpert for 60 years. Born in 
Worcester, Mass., a son of the late 
Abraham Jacob and Ida (Barron) 
Wolpert, he had been a resident of 
Providence for 60 years. 

He attended Boston University 
and was a manufacturer's rep
resentative in the New England 
area for SO years. He served in 

• 
the U.S. Army during 
World War II , serv
ing in Europe. He was 
a member of Temple 

Emanu-EI, Touro Fraternal Asso
ciation and the Redwood Lodge of 
the Masons. 

In addition to his wife, he is sur
vived by his children, Bruce Wolp
ert and his wife Marlene Fishman 
Wolpert of Providence, and Nancy 
Rachman and her husband Dr. 
Arnold Rachman of Surfside, 
Fla; his brother, Udell Wolpert of 
Millis, Mass.; and two grandchil
dren, Michael and Jonathan. He 
was the brother of the late Hilda 
Policow. 

Contributions may be made to 
the Jewish Community Day School 
of Rhode Island, 85 Taft Ave., 
Providence, RI 02906. 

Continuing our century-old tradition 
of service to the Jewish community. 

* 

Locally operated to meet your personal needs 
with compassion and sensitivity 

SUINGAAI~~~~ t,i 
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458 Hope Street, Providence, RI 
(401) 331-8094 • 1-800-447-1267 

Fax: (401) 331 -9379 

Ira fay Fleisher, Funeral Director 

Jill E. Sugarman, Funeral Director 

Member of the Jewish Funeral Directors of America 
Certified by the Rhode Island Board of Rabbis 

Call for a free preneed planning guide. 



SIMCHAS 

Birth 
MILO HENRY 

HOLTSCHLAG was born 
on Dec. 18. The son 

of Kayla Monzack and 
Joseph Holtschlag of 
Brighton, Mass ., Milo 

is the grandson of Judy 
and Jason Monzack of 

Warwick, and Margaret 
and David Holtschlag 
of Okemos, Mich . His 

great-grand pa rents 
are Miriam and Leon

ard Solomon of Delray 
Beach, Fla ., and Nathan 

and Esther Monzack 
(both deceased) of 

Cranston . 
The birth announce

ment of Milo's mother, 
Kayla Monzack, 

appeared in the Rhode 
Island Jewish Herald on 

June 25, 1981 . 

Engagement 
JOSH AND PENNEY 
STEIN of Pawtucket 
announce the e ngage
ment of their son 
Jeremy to Amanda 
Ruppenthal. Jeremy, 
a recent graduate of 
the Jewish Theological 
Seminary, is the cantor 
at Congregation Beth 
Israel in Milwaukee, 
Wis. Amanda, who 
recently received her 
master of arts degree in 
music from the Uni
versity of Wisconsin 
at Milwaukee, teaches 
music and works for 
Milwaukee's equivalent 
of the Bureau of Jewish 
Education . 
The couple will be mar
ried in June at Con
gregation Beth Israel, 
Milwaukee. 

AMANDA RUPPENTHAL AND JEREMY STEIN 

Engagement 
CORY AND EDWARD FINK 

of Cranston announce 
the engagement of their 

son, Asher, to Merisa 
Vinick, daughter of Gina 
and Philip Vinick of West 

Orange, N.J. 
Asher received a bach

elor's degree while serv-
ing in the U.S. army and is 
pursuing an MBA at New 

York University. He is the 
chief operating officer of 
Junkluggers, LLC in New 

York . 
Merisa graduated from 

Rutgers College and Rut
gers Law School. She is a 

practicing attorney in New 
York City. A May 2010 

wedding is planned. 

MERISA VINICK AND ASHER FINK 

wwwjvhri.org 
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SADIE LEVINE, RIGHT, AND DIANNA SHAW, administrator at 
Saint Elizabeth Court in Providence 

100th Birthday Celebration 
"THERE IS NO SECRET to living to 100; it is 'God's secret,"' says 
Sadie Levine. Born on Jan . 20, 1910 in Providence at Rhode Island 
Hospital, Sadie spent much of her life in Providence, and also 
lived in Baltimore. Sadie, whose husband, Dave, died about 20 
years ago, now lives at Saint Elizabeth Court, an assisted living 
residence in Providence. She loves fresh air and spends about 
three hours a day, weather permitting, walking or sitting out
side . 

Her daughter Selena and son Edward now live in Florida, and 
her son Phillip lives in Oregon. Sadie has six grandchildren and 
10 great grandchildren . Sadie and Dave Levine owned Dave's 
Pharmacy on the corner of Camp and Cypress streets in Provi
dence. 

For her 100th birthday, Sadie will fly to Florida to visit her chil
dren . She has always loved to travel and especially enjoyed China 
and Italy, two of her favorite places. Happy Birthday Sadie ! 

90th Birthday 
Celebration 

ON THE EVENING of Jan . 12, 
a standing room only crowd 
gathered at Providence Per
forming Arts Center in Provi
dence to help Bruce Sundlun, 
a former governor of Rhode 
Island, celebrate his 90th 
birthday. Politicians and 
press, as well as dozens of 
friends and family members, 
attended the gala celebra
tion. Rabbi Leslie Gutterman 
of Temple Beth-El served as 
the master of ceremonies. 
Sundlun's family - his wife 

BRUCE SUNDLUN 

Soozie; his sons, Tracy, Stuart and Peter; and his daughter, Kara 
Sundlun House - were all present for the gala event. 

Board Election 
ALAN MOSKO FF, of Temple Beth-El in Providence, has been elected 
treasurer to Men of Reform Judaism, an independent affiliate of 
the Union for Reform Judaism . The organization is made up of affil
iated Brotherhoods, men's clubs and other organized men's groups 
in Reform congregations throughout North America. 

Please, don't forget to shae your simchas with 
The Voice & Herald 

Send Sjmchas to· E-mail: voiceherald@jfri.org; Mail: Jewish 
Voice & Herald, 130 Sessions St., Providence, RI 02906. 
E-mail high resolution photos . For photo retum enclose self
addressed. stamped envelope. 
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What if we weren't here? 

PJ Library provides free Jewish books, music, social and cultural events 
to almost 800 child ren and their famil ies, fostering Jewish identity and 
literacy in the earliest years. 
Your contributions to the Jewish Federation of Rhode· Island make th is 
possible. And it makes all the difference in the wo rld . 

The PJ Library is just one of the reasons to support the 
Jewish Federation of Rhode Island's 2010 Annual Community Campaign. 

Give. www.JFRI.org 

wwwjvhri.org 
alisa grace photography 

Jewish 
Federation 
of 
Rhode 
Island 
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Jewish 
romance goes 
international 

A wedding in Istanbul 

BY M A RCY BRINK-D ANAN 

Special to The Voice & H erald 

ISTA NBUL - When I was conducting 
research in Istanbul in 2002, old Jewish 
ladies sized me up, still unmarried at 25, 
and one word would usher forth like a 
blessing: "Nov ya!" "Bride" they would cry 
in Ladino, the language spoken by Turk
ish Jews for centuries, as their Sephardic 
ancestors had sought refuge in the Otto
man Empire during the 15th century. 
Although there is no official census of 
Jews in Turkey, unofficial counts esti
mate their numbers between 20,000 and 
25,000, a fraction ofTurkey's overall 
population of approximately 70 million 
people. Turkish Jews regularly com
plained to me about the high rates of 
assimilation, intermarriage and a low 
birthrate. One 60-year old Turkish Jew 
described the problem thusly: "If every 
year or so we have one brit milah, that 
is, one boy is born every few years, who 
will he marry when he grows up?" 

Despite the efforts of community lead
ers, Jewish matchmaking in Turkey is a 
challenge. You ng adults feel that they 
know the available prospects and, more 
often than not, think of them more like 
siblings than as romantic partners. One 
recent success story, however, involves 

A TURKISH COUPLE, Lusi and Semih, stand under the huppah at their wedding in Istanbul, Turkey. / Mmy Bdnk-Danan 

two Turkish Jews who grew up together in 
Istanbul but only reconnected years later 
after moving, separately, to the United 
States. 

Lusi, the "novyn," was my closest com
panion - and roommate - during my stay 
in Turkey. In those days, we were both 
single Jewish women on academic career 
trajectories. While living in Turkey, l met 

a handsome Israeli on JDatc and began a 
transnational romance via mai l and a series 
of short flights between Tel Aviv and Istan
bul. Some dates involved beer at a pub in 
Tel Aviv, others included a water pipe - or 
nargile - at a Turkish cafe. Lusi followed 
the development of my relationship, and 
would soon dance at my l sracli wedding. 
Not long after my own marriage, Lusi 

began studying for her doctorate at the 
University of California in Berkeley. She 
reconnected with Semih, another Jewish 
Turk livi ng in Texas, via the Internet. They 
followed a similar pattern of epistolary 
longing and accumulation of frequent Ayer 
miles until they decided to tie the knot, 

See TURKISH, Page 37 

No wedding bell blues here 
Tactical advice from 
those who know best 

BY NANCY KIRSCH 

nkimh@jfri.org 

ANNIN G a 
wedding need not 
be all-consuming; 
weire here to offer 

some rips and tactics along the way. 
Providers - and an occasional bride 
and groom - offer their words of 
wisdom. 

TYPICAL WEDDING VENUES 

Camp JORI as a wedding venue? 
Aaron Weinblatt and Anna Cable 
discovered the site through Anna's 
stepmother, Betsy Singer Cable, as 
neither of them had attended the 
camp as campers or counselors. 

Business Wr11.p-1p 

ing on the weather, they'll have their 
September 2010 wedding and recep
tion in the spacious dining hall or 
outside. '1 t's a nice, big space for rhe 
reception and it has a kosher kitchen. 
' [here are cabins for the friends [from 
college] who might be inclined to 
rough it," said Weinblatt. "The next 
morning we' ll go swimming." After 
Rabbi Alan Flam performs the wed
ding ceremony, the couple and their 
guests will imbibe a bit - not cham
pagne, but hard cider that they will 
make from apples grown at one of 
their favorite orchards. 

the only sunny weekend of the entire 
month ofJune-Abbydescribed itas a 
"magical weekend." The couple rented 
Whispering Pines from Friday night 
through Monday morning. 

"\,Ve had guests stay on site with 
us,"' she wrote in an email. 'W e had a 
softball game on Saturday, a havdalah 
service and rehearsal dinner on Satur
day night, and then the wedding on 
Sunday evening. It all came at a very 
reasonable price and the food was 
heavenly." 

"VVe're a un]que venue," said Erin 
Guerra, special event coordinator. 
The facility, which can accommodate 
64 people in its 32 cabins, is on 2,400 
acres of wooded property. 

Given the economy, \<Vhispering 
Pines is offering off-season prices this 
year during its peak season of May to 
October. Ir also offers complimentary 
breakfasts and complimentary post
reception campfire with s mores, hot 
chocolate and coffee. Candy buffets or 

/Kristin Spencer P o togr.1p y 

Whal was the appeal? "We like the 
idea of a place where guests, especially 
college friends who arc big dancers, 
could all be together in a big space," 
said Weinblatt in a phone call from his 
office in Cambridge, Mass. Depencl-

A nor her rus1 ic location is \ ,Vh isper
ing Pines Conference Center, owned 
by the University of Rhode Island, 
in West Greenwich. Abby Berenson, 
the daughter of Providence residents 
Ruth and Jon Berenson, married her 
husband, Jess, at Whispering Pines 
last June. Blessed nol only by Rabbi 
Alvan Kaunfer, who married them, 
and Mother Nature - for providing 

See EXPENSES, Page 30 

A JEWISH COUPLE is married at Whispering Pines. 
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EXPEN 
From Page 29 

hot dog roasts are also available. 

ARE WEDDINGS GOING GREEN? 

Whether they're d riven by "too 
few greenbacks" or the desire to 
"be environmentally green," some 
brides and grooms are taking a dif
ferent approach to wedd ing plan
ning. Guerra sees more brides using 
"e-vites" and www.knot.com, a wed
ding site that lets a bride and groom 
create a personalized Web page with 
information for their guests, elimi
nating the need for paper maps (for 
out-of-town guests) or printing out 
dozens of iterations of seating charts 
(for the bride and groom or the wed
ding planner). 

Bonnie Cold, of Cold Events in 
Pawtucket, concurred with Guerra. 
C old has seen brides use emai l to 
send save the date cards and, in at 
least one instance, a bride sent the 
wedd ing invitations by email. "l 
think it's [being done for] both rea
sons - environmental and budget," 
she said . Brides and g rooms are 
doing much more themselves than 
they used to, and some brides, she 
said, are creating their own wed
ding Web sites. W hile Wein blatt 
and his fiancee created an attractive 
save-the-date post card with photo 
images as a keepsake, most of the 
information, including the RSVP, 
hotel information and maps, for 
their guests will be avai lable from a 
free Web site created th rough www. 
momentville.com. 

Brides going green can opt for 
vintage wedding d resses or those 
bought on Ebay, said Janet Karch
ner, director of catering for the 
Providence Renaissance H otel. Or 

FLOWERS MAKE A heavenly day even sweeter. 

consider dresses made of hemp, 
organ ic cotton or linen. For decor, 
consider choosing flowers that arc 
locally g rown and in season. That 
reduces or eliminates d1e use of 
pesticides and the energy used 
to transport fl owers from distant 
venues and, at the same time, sup
ports local farmers. Opting for 
organic and locally harvested food 
has the same benefit, she said. 

At d1e Imperial Room at One 
Rhodes Place in Edgewood, their 
sales manager, H illary Williams, 
sees some brides bringing in live 
centerpieces - such as flowering 
trees or exotic potted plants - that 
can be planted after the reception, 
or offering seedlings or flower bulbs 
as small party favors . The facility, 
with a large banquet room, provides 
in-house catering that can accom-

modate most budgets and special 
requests, includ ing some dietary 
needs. 'While we [cannot] cater 
kosher events," she said , "we permit 
our guests to bring in kosher hors 
d 'oeuvres," with some restrictions. 
Williamson said the facility has 
elegant and natural decor; a party 
booking an event on a Saturday eve
ning or Sunday afternoon has exclu
sive use of the facili ty. 

W ith Wi Fi connections through
out the entire campus, Whisper
ing Pines worked with a bride and 
groom last year who had some 
family members who couldn't attend 
the wedding. No worries - the out
of:towners chatted wiili and saw 
the bride and groom, in all their 
wedding finery, and witnessed the 
ceremony, all through Skype, free 
software that allows "face-to-face" 

We're celebrating February with the Ultimate Month of Love Giveaway! 

For details and to enter, go to : www.marriottprovidence.com/love.asp 
or 401-553-0409. 

The winning couple will be chosen Thursday, February 25, 2010, 6-8 pm 
at the Providence Marriott Downtown. Additional prizes to include a 
Weekend in Paris, Anniversary Party and Dinner for 2 Every Month for 
a Year. Winners must be present to win. 

~arnott. 
PROVIDENCE 
DOWNTOWN 

A COUPLE CELEBRATES their wedding at the Providence Marriott. 

conversations via computer screens. 
The Renaissance Providence 

H otel offers a breathtaking view of 
the Rhode Island Statehouse and 
the nighttime skylin e of Provi
dence, said Karchner. The hotel's 
fa~ade is an historical landmark, 
and the in terior offers modern 
artistic elegance and romance of an 
era gone by "We work with each 
couple to customize their event to 
meet their specific wedding vision 
and budget," she said. 

IT's A FMIILY AFFAIR 

When family members can travel 
to the wedding, one venue with easy 
access to T.F'. Green Airport is the 
Hampton Inn in Warwick. Its func
tion space is more suited, said Van
essa Paniccia, di rector of sales, for 
rehearsal dinners or breakfast buf
fets; the hotel also books blocks of 

guest rooms fo r those out-of-town
ers. "With the economy, instead of 
[brides and grooms] booking a really 
large venue, people are extending 
[the wedding] and making it more 
of a family vacation or reunion," 
said Paniccia. "Family members are 
staying longer; the bride and groom 
often then visit with family and 
friends at a breakfast [the day after 
the wedding]." 

1l1e H ampton I nn offers a per
sonalized Web page, with the 
bride's picture, that allows guests 
to select their rooms, identify who's 
booked the room next door and 
more. Grooms aren't just "showing 
up anymore, and many of them 
help plan wedding events or themes. 

See VENUES, Page 31 
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Artistic Wedding Video Group preserves memories 
BUSINESS PROFILE 

Wedding videos need 
not be boring 

BY LAURA BERLINSKY-SCHINE 

Special to The Voice & H erald 

NEWPORT - Artistic Wedding 
Video Group, located in New
port and New Bedford, Mass., 
goes above and beyond the aver
age wedding video company. No 
fans of long and boring footage, 
the folks at Artistic Wedding 
Video Group produce compelling 
pieces through creative styles and 
sophisticated technologies. 

The company,s main goal is 
to provide an entertaining and 
creative wedding video that its 
customers will treasure through
out their marriage. "One of the 
biggest challenges we face is that 
people generally think of wed
ding videos as alflateur [pieces]," 
says Mike Henriques, company 
president. "We're much more 
than that. It's a wedding film." 

In the videography business 
for 16 years, Henriques estab
lished Artistic Wedding Video 
Group eight years ago. Since that 
time, the company has shot hun
dreds of weddings and events; in 
2009 alone, the company cre
ated videos for 73 weddings. In 
addition to Henriques, the staff 
includes four other videogra
phers and a chief editor. 

Before the wedding, the vid-

From Page 30 

WEDDING PLANNERS 

EASE STRESSES 

Wedding planners, such as Laurie 
Robinson, owner of Event Planning 
Specialists, LLC in East Green
wich, or Gold, of Gold Events in 
Pawtucket, can keep the bride and 
groom from starting their marriage 
on a stressful note. Typically, they 
are "on site" during the wedding 
or other special event to trouble
shoot and problem-solve. Couples 
aren't marrying right out of college 
these days, said Robinson; "they're 
older and more established." These 
wedding celebrations are different, 
too, with a more personal message, 
often including themes and differ
ent venues. 

Familiar to any bar/bat mitzvah 
celebration guest, the table-names 
that correlate to the event's theme 
are becoming popular at weddings, 
Robinson said. 

BUDGET WOES 

Wedding planners can help cou
ples that need to conserve on wed
ding costs, she said. A weekday 
wedding is often less expensive than 
a Saturday night or Sunday wed
ding. Sometimes couples go away 
to get married and then have a party 

"The company's main goal 
is to provide an entertaining 
and creative wedding video 
that customers will treasure 
throughout their marriage." 

priate for the couple. 
The videographers 

use t heir understand
ing of composition and 
aesthetics to create their 
wedding videos. They 
use such technology 
as specialty helicop
ter shots to produce a 
heightened level of pro
duction when appro
priate, and Steadicams 
- high definition cam
eras - to capture more 
difficult shots, such as 
steady footage of the 
bride and groom run
ning along the beach. 

com, an Internet wedding site. 
The company is a member 

of the Rhode Island Wedding 
Group, an association of profes
sional wedding vendors. 

Currently, the company is par
ticipating in numerous bridal 
shows in Rhode Island and is 
offering free Blue-Ray upgrades 
to attendees who sign up for a 
wedding video. 

"W e don't run on automatic 
and preset," H enriques said. "We 
take great pains to produce beau
tiful images." 

For more information, contact 
the company at 369-8438 in Rhode 
Island (174 Bellevue Ave., #310, 
Newport), 508-863-2541 in Mas
sachusetts (89 North Water St., 
New Bedford, Mass.}, artisticwed
dingvideo@hotmail.com. or www. 
artis t i cweddingvi deogroup. com 

VldooG
MIKE HENRIQUES with the company's Steadicam with a high definition 

camera. The Steadicam, he says, costs some $5,000. 

While many compa
nies do not consistently 
upgrade their tec)rnol
ogy, Artistic Wedding 
Video uses the latest 
technologies to pro
duce the best wedding 
videos. 

That extra effort 
seems to pay off; in 
20009-2010, the com
pany was voted Best of 

Laura Berlinsky-Schine is a recent 
graduate of j ohns Hopkins Univer
sity. A resident of Providence, she is 
looking.for fol/time employment. 

eographers meet with the bride 
and groom to get to know them 
and set them at ease, allowing the 

videographers to direct them and 
attain more creative shots, as well 
as produce the video most appro-

the Knot, by brides in an annual 
contest sponsored by www.knot. 

VENUES: Range from rustic to luxurious 
after the fact, another less expensive 
alternative. "It's all about budget
ing," said Robinson. You can revise 
the menu, or offer a champagne 
toast or a themed-drink rather than 
an open bar." 

Working with the couple to find 
the venue that.makes sense for them, 
Robinson gets 'paidone fee and pro
vides the resou(ces (caterer, florist, 
photographer, etc.) at a discounted 
price. "On the day of your wedding, 
the last thing a couple wants is to 
choreograph their own wedding," 
she said. "The planning is up to us 
- we've already met with you and we 
have the blueprint. We coordinate 
everything in a seamless way." 

At Q,idnessett Country Club, 
Heather Pariseau, the banquet sales 
manager, is seeing some brides, 
especially those who may be more 
established, being very careful with 
their money and choices. Rather 
than spend money on party favors, 
brides and grooms are making 
donations to specific charities. She's 
also worked with some brides and 
grooms diverting money from a 
lavish wedding reception to a home 
down payment. 

The North Kingstown country 
club, overlooking Narragansett Bay, 
includes information and resources 

/Shriners 

TABLES ARE SET for a wedding reception at the Imperial Room. 

about wedding planning, resources 
and more on their Web site. 

While 2009 was a DIY "do it 
yourself" wedding year, this year 
it is all about personalization. 
Brides and grooms, said Karch-

ner, of the Providence Renais
sance, incorporate hobbies, pets, 
or favorite vacations into their 
weddings. Budget constraints 
can be addressed by having your 
wedding out of the high season 

or on a Sunday afternoon, opt 
for more candles and fewer flow
ers for centerpieces, or purchase 
a smaller tiered wedding cake 
for display and cake cutting and 

See VENDORS, Page 47 
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One marriage, two weddings 
Three children are 
proof of their love 

BY NANCY KIRSCH 

nkirsch@jfri.org 

CRANSTON - After Audrey 
Portman returned from a year
long program in Israel in 1995, she 
was craving "everything Israel," -
she wanted to speak Hebrew, eat 
Israeli food and connect with other 
Israelis. Her father, recognizing 
this passion, introduced her to an 
Israeli man who lived in Cleve
land, where Audrey was visiting. 

to invitations from the original 
date, "We can ask Itzik to come, 
too." 

Audrey was only supposed to be 
in Cleveland for two weeks and 
ltzik for three weeks, yet they kept 
changing their plans and postpon
ing their flights (Audrey back to 
Washington, D.C. where she lived 
and ltzik back to Israel). After 
several months, Audrey and ltzik 
knew they would be together. 

/ Samara Family 

"I met him, and we were out 
[somewhere)," said Audrey. "I saw 
another man and said to myself, 
'That's the man for me."' The other 
man she saw was her date's third 
cousin! That third cousin, ltzik 
Samara, was visiting his relatives 
in Cleveland, and was invited 
along on future dates, thanks to 
Audrey's not-so-subtle suggestions 

Fast forward to 1999 - when 
both Audrey and Itzik were living 
in Israel. As Audrey's father was ill, 
they were traveling back and forth 
to Cleveland to help him and still 
maintain their lives in Israel. "My 
father loved Israel and planned on 
coming to our wedding [in Haifa) 
but he was too sick," said Audrey. 
Too ill to attend any full-fledged 
wedding, her father was still able 
to witness his daughter marry the 
love of her life. "We wanted to 
make him feel like he was part of 
the wedding," she said. "My imme-

Jonah, Romi and Eden Samara 

diate family came, I bought a dress 
that same day and had my makeup 
done at the Clinique counter. We 

asked the rabbi to make the wed
ding seem as real as possible." Her 
father, she said, knew about the 

Personalized Rituals by Judy Kaye 
BUSINESS PROFILE 

Lay leader creatively 
celebrates life cycle 

rituals 
BY VOICE & H ERALD STAFF 

voiceherald@jfri.org 

PROVIDENCE-Judy Kaye, who 
works in diversity training across 
gender, race and all the "isms," has 

married her interest in diversity 
training with her interest in Jewish 
life cycle rituals and spirituality. 
Her new initiative, called Person
alized Rituals by Judy Kaye, offers 
affiliated and unaffiliated Jews the 
opportunity to participate in more 
creative rituals and, perhaps, make 
traditional ceremonies a bit more 
egalitarian. 

She first began teaching at the 
Friday School when she was a 
Brown University undergraduate 

in the 1970s and, since then, she's 
immersed herself in more Jewish 
and spiritual study and learning. 

Kaye has studied for many years 
at the Center for Jewish Spiritu
ality, now housed at the Isabella 
Freedman Center. Those study 
sessions, she said, have honed and 
refined her skills at creating a cer
tain ambience that makes people 
want to participate. With that, 
and her self-described "knack for 
making language accessible," she 

Mazeltov 
Win $500 

OFF YOUR WEDDING! 
From 

MC. Music Productions 
508-636-2234 

www.mcmusicproductions.com 
DJ's, Uplighting, Monograms 

Entry in this contest requires d eposit and signed contract 
with M. C. Music Productio ns before St. Patrick's Doy 20 10. 

Winner w ill receive a credit towards the balance of their DJ service contract. 

has officiated at several bar/bat 
mitzvah services, as well as some 
other life cycle events. 

You "don't have to choose," said 
Kaye. "I am not looking to com
pete [the rabbis) or hold myself 
out as a rabbi." What I'm doing, 
she said, "is a form of inreach," to 
encourage Jewish families to affili
ate. She calls her services "joyful 
and inclusive," that emphasize the 

See RITUALS, Page 34 

upcoming wedding. 
The couple celebrates their real 

wedding anniversary of May 23, 
and also acknowledge the special
ness of the May 8 date as well. 

Audrey, who had made aliyah 
before they married, was married 
into a huge family, she said. "ltzik 
has something like 75 first cousins 
and they were all at the wedding 
in Haifa. H e doesn't even know all 
their names." 

Although it rook some family 
connections to make this shiddukh 
(with Audrey's father and Itzik's 
cousin), they actually had spent 
several hours in very close quarters 
some days before the introduc
tions. In a coincidence of "truth is 
stranger than fiction," they were 
both aboard the same El Al flight 
from Israel to New York, shortly 
before they met one another in 
Cleveland. 

Today, the couple lives in Crans
ton with their three children: Eden, 
6; Jonah, 4; and Romi, 18 months, 
all of whom speak Hebrew, said 
Audrey. The entire family has dual 
American-israeli citizenship and 
they return to Israel to visit once 
each year; Itzik makes a second 
annual pilgrimage on his own. 

Although they never expected to 
find themselves living in Cranston, 
they like it here, although a move 
to Florida is possible, said Audrey. 
"We feel a part of the Temple Am 
D avid family," she said. "Eden goes 
to Sunday School there, and we do 
a lot with the Shalom Friends pro
gram at Am D avid." 

7 
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Same-sex couples are 
among the oppressed 

BY R ABBI SARAH MACK 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

LAST MARCH I had 
the honor of officiat
ing at the marriage of 
a dear friend and his 

partner of 12 years. They waited 
to get married in Massachusetts 
until they knew that their mar
riage would be recognized in New 
York, where they live. It was one 
of the most joyful weddings I have 
ever performed. Their relationship 
had more than a decade of shared 
experiences, joys and challenges 
behind it, and all in attendance 
were grateful to celebrate with 
both Jewish men. In the midst of 
my joy in celebrating their rela
tionship, my heart ached, knowing 
that they had to wait for more than 
10 years to do what any hetero
sexual couple can do on a whim in 
all 50 states. 

I asked my , friend Seth what 
this ceremony meant to him and 
his now husband, Jacob. He said, 
"Getting legally married was a 
dream that, quite frankly, we 
thought might never happen. 

What Israelis need 
to know 

Editor's Note: See related story, 
"What's up with interfaith ceremo
nies," about interfaith marriages in the 
greater Rhode Island area, on page 34. 

Bv EDMUND C. CASE 

NEWTON, Mass. (JTA) 
Jewish Agency Chairman Natan 
Sharansky believes that Israeli 
Jews need to understand Jewish 
life in the Diaspora better. But 
what do Israelis need to know 
about "intermarriage - and who is 
going to tell them? 

All agree that assimilation - the 
loss ofJewish identity and connec
tion - is terrible. But intermarriage 
does not necessarily result in loss 
of Jewish identity. 

To the contrary, intermarriage 
is already enlarging American 
Jewish communities. The 2005 
Boston Jewish Community Survey 
found that 60 percent of interfaith 
families are raising their chil
dren as Jews, and concluded that, 
"although intermarriage is gener
ally presumed to have a negative 
impact on the size of the Jewish 
population, in Boston it appears to 
have increased [it)." 

In addition, more than 25 per
cent of the member families in 
Reform synagogues are intermar
ried; the Reform movement has 
been growing in both numbers 
and market share. 

Moreover, the influx of non
Jewish partners has the potential 
to qualitatively enrich Jewish life. 

Having the legal protections of 
marriage brings us both a level of 
security that we never had before. 
Also, being married in a Jewish 
ceremony, under the huppuh, and 
surrounded by our closest friends 
and family, was what I always 
wanted. Although it took us 12 
years to get here, we are grateful 
to those who recognize that love is 
not bound by gender." 

Same sex couples 

marriage equality is grounded in 
these values. Every person has an 
absolute right to the fulfillment of 
marriage. The loving, committed 
relationships of same-sex couples 
have the same potential for holi
ness as those of heterosexual cou
ples. 

Married couples receive legal 
protections, benefits and responsi
bilities from the government. Rec-

the automatic right to be by each 
other's side in all circumstances. 

In November 2009, G overnor 
Carcieri vetoed a bill that would 
have allowed one partner of same
sex couples to claim the body and 
plan the funeral of a deceased 
partner. His unconscionable action 
places gay and lesbian couples in a 
precarious position and illustrates 
the importance of lobbying for 

equal status immediately. 

"They had to wait for more 
than 10 years to do what any 

heterosexual couple can do on 
a whim in all 50 states." 

While some raise con
cerns about how the issue 
of same-sex marriage would 
affect religious freedom, 
religious marriage and 
civil marriage are different. 
Each religious group would 
remain free to define reli-

should be able to sanctify 
their relationships. For 
me, working to end this 
discrimination is not 
just a personal issue, but 
one of religious obliga
tion. While there are 
those who will disagree, 
I believe that advocating 
for marriage rights is a 
Jewish cause. 

--------------------- gious marriage in its own 

As Jews, we believe that every 
human being is created "b'tzelem 
Elohim," in the Divine Image. The 
Reform movement has supported 
marriage equality for more than 
a decade based on this founda
tional principle. The Conservative 
movement approved the ordina
tion of gay and lesbian clergy 
based on the Talmudic concept of 
"kavod habriyot" or "human dig
nity." The liberal Jewish vision of 

ognition by Rhode Island of the 
right of same-sex couples to marry 
would provide access to rights that 
only marriage can guarantee, such 
as medical decision-making, inher
itance rights, tax rights {especially 
regarding the transfer of property), 
the right to make burial decisions, 
divorce protections and the pre
sumption of parenthood, access to 
Family Court for orders of protec
tion from domestic violence, and 

way. 
Recognition of same-sex 

couples' right to civil marriage 
would have no effect on religious 
marriage. It would, however, 
allow same-sex couples to receive 
a marriage license, and be mar
ried in the eyes of the state. Any 
clergy person who refuses to marry 
same-sex couples would continue 
to be free to do so. This liberty is 
in keeping with Roger Williams' 
vision for religious freedom that is 
so pivotal to our state's identity. 

Intermarriage in North America 
At Inter{aithFamily.com, w,e'ye Many intermarried paren,ts rec-
attracted thousands of personal ognize the importance of giving 
narratives. children a single religious identity, 

Many Jewish partners express a and there are particular aspects 
very strong commitment to Jewish of Jewish life that appeal to 
life and have very supportive non- them. One wrote about 
Jewish partners. One intermar- Shabbat, "When we sit 
ried man wrote to his father about down together, there's 
his young daughter, "Dad, you a peacefulness that 
won't believe this, but she speaks comes over us. Some-
Hebrew. She goes to synagogue thing about it, about 
and observes Shabbat. She almost the ancient Jewish 
k n o w s m o r e ___________________ _ 

about our 
people 
and our 
r e ligi o n 
than I do, 
probably 
be ca u se 
she pays 

"Many intermarried parents 
recognize the importance 
of giving children a single 

religious identity." 
m o r e --------------------
attention 
in services than I ever did. She is 
a Jew, Dad. I want you to know 
that." 

M any people tell us that because 
they are in interfaith relation
ships, they work harder at their 
Jewish involvement. One Jewish 
woman described her feelings as 
she brought her non-Jewish boy
friend to meet her Holocaust-sur
vivor grandparents: "I desperately 
wanted my grandparents to know 
that dating Nathan had not made 
me any less Jewish and had, in 
many ways, strengthened my 
personal commitment to a faith 
that was easy to take for granted 
in a Jewish home, a Jewish grade 
school, and a largely Jewish com
munity." 

prayers, about being linked to a 
worldwide tradition, about shar
ing it together, all of us, has truly 
brought the beauty and bond of 
Judaism into our intermarried 
home." 

Another wrote, "I enjoyed the 
Jewish encouragement of asking 
and answering questions. I am 
still fascinated that through the 
guidance of texts, traditions and 
teachers, I have the freedom to 
question my religion and search 
for answers." 

Intermarriage also has the 
potential to increase support for 
Israel in America. The entire 
extended family of the non-Jew
ish partner becomes related to a 
Jew, and to that extent connected 
with the Jewish community. 

Many young adult children with 
one Jewish parent are interested 

enough to participate in 
growing numbers 

in Birthright 
Israel trips, 

returning 

to America with strengthened 
Jewish identity. 

One non-Jewish wife on an 
Israel Encounter interfaith cou
ples' trip told us that when the tour 
director greeted the group by wel
coming them "home," she bristled, 
thinking, "I do not agree with the 
politics of this country and this is 
not my home." 

By the end of the trip, "I felt as 
though I was leaving my extended 
family, leaving my home. I am car
rying this momentum with me 
back to Atlanta," she said. "For the 
first time in I am embarrassed to 
admit how long, we went to Shah
bat services. It just seemed right 
after being in Jerusalem for our 
last Shabbat. I purchased a trans
literated siddur so that I can follow 
along at services next Friday. I am 

For too long, much of the 
world has treated same-sex cou
ples as 'strangers.' Our Scriptures 
teach us: "You shall not oppress a 
stranger, for you know the feel
ings of a stranger, having your
selves been strangers in the land 
of Egypt." {Exodus 23:9). As Jews, 
we have a responsibility to raise 
our voices for the oppressed and 
vulnerable. 

It is our responsibility as Jews to 
demand justice from our legislators 
so that all couples are extended 
equal social, legal and religious 
privileges to consecrate their 
love. I call upon the Jewish com
munity to step forward to raise our 
voices for this essential civil rights 
issue. 

Rabbi Sarah Mack, the associate 
rabbi at Temple Beth-El in 
Providence, is a member of Marriage 
Equality Rhode Island's Religious 
Coalition for Marriage Equality. 
Contact her at rabbimack@temple
beth-el.org. 

For more infonnation on same
sex marriage, contact Marriage 
Equality Rhode Island at www. 
marriageequalityri.org or Gay & 
Lesbian Advocates & Deftnders at 
www.glad.org. 

also attempting to learn Hebrew. I 
am determined to read and speak 
some basic Hebrew when we 
return 'home."' 

Israelis don't have a monopoly 
on viewing intermarriage as a 
danger; there are North American 
critics of the Boston survey and 
of the Reform movement. Rabbi 
Norman Lamm's hateful com
ment that Reform has grown by 
"add[ing] goyim to Jews" suggests 
that he would write off the young 
woman who now thinks of Israel 
as "home." 

So it is very important in pro
viding Israelis with information 
about Jewish life in North Amer
ica that some of the perspectives 
come from people who consider 
intermarriage not a threat but an 
opportunity that cries out for a 
positive response 

People will not be attracted to a 
community, a country or a way of 
life if they do not feel welcomed. 

Helping Israelis to learn not to 
think and talk about intermar
riage as the equivalent of assimi
lation will contribute to increased 
Jewish identity and connection 
among intermarried families 
something that is of vital inter
est to the Jewish communities of 
both North America and Israel. 

Edmund C. Case is the chief execu
tive officer of Inte,faithFamily.com. 
Ibis originally appeared in The Jeru
salem Post. 

Reprinted with permission from 
Inte,faithFami!y.com. 
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What's up with interfaith ceremonies? 

Editor's Note: Given the opinion 
piece, Intermarriage in North Amer
ica, on page 33, we thought we should 
learn more about whether congre
gational rabbis in the area w ill per
form interfaith marriage ceremonies. 
Although we didn't reach all the pulpit 
rabbis, we did hear from several of 
them. Iheir responses fallow. 

Synagogues welcome 
inteifaith families 

Bv NANCY KIRSCH 

nkirsch@jfri.org 

IS GAY MARRIAGE some
thing to be sanctified and cel
ebrated or avoided at all costs? 
Does having a Jewish father 

count for anything or is matrilineal 
descent the way to go? 

Just as there's no uniformity 
within our community about these 
- and other - issues, there's no 
consensus on interfaith marriages. 
Some rabbis perform interfaith 
ceremonies, though more congre
gational rabbis in our area do not. 

Rabbi Elyse W echterman of 
Congregation Agudas Achim in 
Attleboro, Mass., will sometimes 
perform interfaith ceremonies, 
though typically outside the syna
gogue. "I do perform marriages 
between a Jew and a non-Jew, when 
the couple is committed to learn
ing and exploring the meaning and 
significance of a Jewish wedding 
with me," she wrote, "and when 
both partners are open to deepen
ing their relationship with Judaism 

and the Jewish community." 
Agudas Achirn's membership 

includes a good number of inter
faith families; about 25 percent 
of its member households include 
non-Jewish individuals, and 
another nearly 20 percent of its 
member households include some
one who converted to Judaism later 
in life. 

Rabbi Joel Seltzer, of Temple 
Emanu-El in Providence, wrote, 
"Rabbis ordained by seminaries 
affiliating with the Conservative 
Movement, and who are mem
bers of the Rabbinical Assembly, 
are not permitted to officiate or 
attend a marriage between a Jew 
and a Gentile .. .! think it reflects 
an important principle of the Con
servative Movement that marriage 
according to the Jewish tradition 
is 'kiddushin' - a sanctified ritual 
bonding two human beings 
together before the presence of the 
God." 

It doesn't serve us well, he con
tinued, to ignore the existence of a 
new brand of Jewish family - one 
where both parents may not be 
Jewish, yet they recognize that 
"the Jewish tradition has much to 
offer any family and a plethora of 
resources to help raise our children 
in these challenging times:"' he 
wrote. "We are proud at Temple 
Emanu-El to be a home to all types 
of Jewish families who seek to seri
ously incorporate this honored tra
dition into their lives and the lives 
of their Jewish children." 

Rabbi Andrew Klein, of Temple 

Habonim, a Reform synagogue in 
Barrington, will marry an inter
faith couple that belongs to the 
synagogue and will raise any chil
dren of their marriage in the Jewish 
tradition. H e will not, however, 
officiate at weddings of other syna
gogues' congregants or of those 
individuals who do not belong to 
Temple Habonim. 

Temple Beth-El in Providence 
and Temple Sinai in Cranston -
both Reform synagogues - have 
signi1icant percentages of inter
faith families. At both synagogues, 
interfaith families are woven into 
the fabric of synagogue life. At 
Temple Sinai, said Rabbi Peter 
Stein, "our ritual committee has 
thought long and hard about poli
cies that are welcoming but also are 
respectful of the integrity of the 
ritual actions." 

Rabbi Stein, who currently offi
ciates at ceremonies between two 
Jews, works extensively with inter
faith couples about issues of pre
paring for a wedding and helping 
their transition into the next stages 
of their life, whether it's buying a 
home or joining or continuing a 
synagogue membership, for exam
ple. 

The Rhode Island Board of 
Rabbis does not have a policy on 
interfaith weddings, and defers 
to each rabbi to make his or 
her own decision on the issue. 
Some interfaith couples find out
of-town rabbis, judges or other 
individuals to officiate at their wed
ding. 

RITUALS: Offers opportunities for more creative ceremonies 
From Page 32 

spiritual, rather than strictly hal
akhic, components. 

Her services, she said, often 
include innovative elements. One 
bar mitzvah was conducted at the 
ocean shore, and another - in the 
family's backyard - included the 
family's homegrown vegetables at 
the oneg. "I study with the family 
for some time," she said; she offers 
a "chance for a family to learn 
together and turn them on to Juda
ism. Some families are turned off 
to Judaism or sometimes their lives 
are too hectic," she added. 

One family that asked Kaye to 
officiate at a bar mitzvah also asked 
her to conduct a family member's 
funeral. And, she has officiated 
at two weddings, to date. She co
officiated at a same-sex lesbian 
couple wedding with Rabbi Sarah 
Mack; at another, she married an 
interfaith couple, each with strong 
spiritual beliefs. The woman, a 
strong, but nontraditional Jew, 
was marrying an extremely spiri
tual man who was part of a sha
manistic drumming group. Kaye 
explained that she secured Rhode 
Island government permission to 
individually officiate at the wed
ding - something that can be done 
fairly simply. 

"The ceremony honored both 
their traditions, and we blessed 

Judy Kaye helps a bar mitzvah boy with his ta/lit on Martha's Vineyard. 

people with sage. It must have been 
like going to the ancient Temple, 
more like ancient Israel, than what 
we do today," she said . 

In addition to baby namings 
and other life cycle events, Kaye 
works with individuals or families 
in creating rituals that don't exist 
in Judaism. What kind of special 
rituals? She ticked off a laundry list 
of occasions that might be worthy 
of a ritual ceremony: launching 
children before they go to college, 
observing special wedding or other 
anniversaries or commemorat
ing the adoption of a child. She 
recently created a ceremony that 
incorporated the parashah of the 
week (Bo and getting through the 

Ten Plagues) into a special birth
day celebration - one for herself. 

Kaye has been - and remains -
very active at Temple Emanu-El 
where she and her family worship 
She leads services and, with Rabbi 
Alan Flam, co-leads High HolidaJ 
services there. She's also led farnil 
services when her children we 
younger. And, she officiated at he 
niece's bat mitzvah in Brookly 
H er niece, who is African-Ame~ 
can and Jewish, had studied for h 
bat mitzvah in some after-scho 
programming and with a rabbi 
cal student as a tutor, is now stud 
ing Hebrew at Yale University. 

Contact Judy Kaye at 751-866 
atwww.personaNzedrituals.com 
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Met through JDate, engaged at JFRI 
What's more Jewish 

than that? 
B Y N ANCY K IRSCH 

nkirrch@jfri.qrg 

PROV1DENCE - They met 
through JDate and became engaged 
in the stairwell of the Jewish Fed
eration of Rhode Island (JFRI)! 
W hat could be more Jewish than 
that? When Jackie Salett, then a 
JF RI employee, accepted Jonathan 
O rent's proposal of marriage on Feb. 
19, 2009, the JFRI staff were there. 

Was there some significance to 
the Feb. 19 

undergone gall bladder surgery and 
had been temporarily out of com
mission. 

In fact, said Jackie, most of our 
friends have met on JDate - the 
ones who met face-to-face are the 
unusual ones. 

When they fi rst began dating, 
Jackie lived in Boston and Jonathan 
in Providence; Jackie then moved to 
Providence to be with Jonathan. 

Today, they are happily ensconced 
as new homeowners. They recently 
bought a house in the Oak Hill 
section of Pawtucket that gives 
them great pleasure, as does their 

dog, Charlie, 
date? "It was 
two days after 
the one-year 
anniversary of 
our fi rst date," 
said Jackie. 

"Most of our friends 
have met on JDate 

another joint 
pu r c ha se ! . 
Jackie is now 
the steward-

the ones who met ship and com-
mu nication s 

"I was a man 
on a mission," 
said Jonathan, 
who had origi
nally planned to 
wait a few more 
months before 

face-to-face are manager at 
Lincoln School 
for G irls in 
P rov id e n ce, 
and Jonathan 
is an associate 

the unusual ones." 

Jackie Salett 

popping the 
question. "Once I got the ring [from 
a Boston jeweler], I couldn't wait." 

They laughed about meeting on 
JDate; after Jonathan had found 
Jackie's profile and they'd exchanged 
some information and begun com
municating, he asked to see some 
pictures of her. Jackie complied and, 
then, silence. She wondered, "Did 
he not like what I look like?" Two or 
three days of silence and, finally, the 
mystery was solved: Jonathan had 

Providence. 

at M otley Rice, 
a law firm in 

'fRADITION, TRADITION 

D espite meeting on JD ate and 
buying a home before their mar
riage, the couple also adheres to 
some lovely wedding traditions. 
For example, before Jonathan pro
posed to Jackie, he first asked for 
her father's blessing. Jackie and 
Jonathan had gone to the movies 
with her parents in December, she 
said, and they split up - she and her 

JACKIE SALETT AND JONATHAN ORE NT 

mom to watch a "girls' movie," and 
the boys to watch a "boys' movie." 
That's when Jonathan asked for per
mission. Both her parents kept the 
secret of the impending proposal, 
Jackie said, even though it was dif
ficult for them. 

And, when Jonathan "popped 
the question," he first gave Jackie a 
bottle of champagne, wrapped in 
an oversized box to disguise what 

Best Party Dresses 

it was, got down on one knee and 
proposed. 

Members of Temple Emanu-El, 
they will be married by Rabbi Alan 
Ullman, who officiated at Jackie's 
grandmother's adult bat mitzvah. 
They both appreciated how much 
time and effort Ullman took to get 
to know her grandmother and the 
family. They each came to the same 
conclusion about which rabbi they 

OTHING 

BatMitzvah 
Wedding 

would ask to officiate at the wed
ding, Jackie said. "We want [Rabbi 
Ullman]," she said, given the close 
family connection that has been 
established. 

Their wedding will take place on 
Sunday, M ay 30, 2010 at Ledge
mont Country Club in Seekonk, 
M ass. Why there, they were asked? 

"The JCCRI social hall was 
booked," Jackie laughed. 

Party and Special Occasion 
Proms 

Graduations 
+- 288 THAYER STREET, PROVIDENCE • 401-331-9846 +-
+- 165 M AIN STREET, EAST G REENWICH• 401-398-1199 +

Monday-Saturday 11-6 • Sunday 12-5 

+- 1000 Chapel View Blvd, Suite 104 +
Cranston (Next to Johnny Rockets) 401-369-7440 
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Jewish life important to family of two moms, two sons 
Couple juggles work, 

home and leisure 

Bv NANCY KIRSCH 

nkirsch@jfri.org 

PROVIDENCE - In many 
ways, the March 23, 2003 wed
ding of one Providence couple 
was remarkably like that of other 
Jewish couples - the couple signed 
a ketubah, the couple were mar
ried underneath a huppah, the 
couple and their friends and family 

"We walk on 
Shabbat to Temple 
Emanu-El, though 

it's hard to get 
the kids out to 

shul on Saturday 
morning on time." 

Rebecca Kislak Brown 

recited the motzi, the Kiddush, etc. 
What was something less tradi
tional about the wedding was that 
it joined together not a man and a 
woman, but two women - Rebecca 
Michele Kislak and Joanna Doris 
Brown, now Rebecca Kislak 
Brown and Joanna Kislak Brown. 

JOANNA KISLAK BROWN and Rebecca Kislak Brown talk about their marriage at The Voice & Herald offices. 

A Jewish friend of theirs was 
responsible for bringing the 
women together in 1999, when 
Rebecca was attending law school 
in Washington, D.C., and Joanna 
was in medical school in New 
York, just a few blocks from where 
Rebecca's grandfather grew up. 

Email contact and work con
ferences in the two cities kept the 
sparks alive and, in 2003, they 

were married at Roger Williams 
Park Casino in Rhode Island. In 
February or March of 2009, they 
repeated their vows with a justice 
of the peace in Massachusetts. 
(Massachusetts is one of the states 
that has legalized gay marriage.) 

WHAT'S LIFE LIKE FOR TI!Dt? 

With two young boys in child 
care at the Jewish Community 
Center of Rhode Island and jug
gling two careers - Rebecca works 
in health policy issues and Joanna 

EAST SIDE 
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or Wedding 

East Side Prescription Center Has a 

Large Selection of Kosher Traditional 

and Kosher Varietal Wines in Addition 
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is a physician - they face the same 
challenges of many two-career 
families ... juggling family, friends, 
work and leisure time. 

"Balancing two careers and 
home is exciting and demanding," 
said Rebecca. "We both expect 
to be fully engaged at home and 
neither of us is willing to be 'all 
career' or 'all home.' It's the old 
adage, 'You can't do it all,' if you 
have ambitions." 

Two MOMS 

Their older son calls me "Mom" 
and Rebecca "Jmma" (Hebrew for 
"Mom"), said Joanna. "We think 
the baby is brilliant, because he 
does, too." Goanna and Rebecca 
asked that the boys' names not be 
included in this story.) 

"It's really funny when [the older 
boy] comes home from the JCCRI 
singing a song in Hebrew and we 
have to decipher it," said Rebecca. 

Their older son, said Joanna, 
knows he has two mommies; and 

Catering by Tevya 
A Division of Larry Levines Kosher Meats & Deli 

RELAX AND ENJOY 
YOUR OWN PARTY 

MUNCHING • LUNCHING • DINING 
We do it all. .. 
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he asks about different kinds of 
families. "Some have two moms, 
some have two daddies, some have 
one of each,'' sa id Joanna. "We 
know all those kinds of families in 
our circle of friends." 

ACTIVE J EWISH CONTRIB!ITORS 

Judaism is important to them 
both. They are active members of 
Temple Emanu-El, and Rebecca 
chaired the synagogue's Social 
Action Committee for a few years. 
Each week, the women celebrate 
Shabbat with their sons and with 
friends, when they can join the 
family. "We walk on Shabbat [to 
Temple Emanu-El], though it's 
hard to get the kids out to shul on 
Saturday morning [on time]," said 
Rebecca. "We used to lead services 
and read Torah more than we do 
now - but that will change back 
- Joanna is reading Torah next 
week." 

Asked why they think people 
might feel uncomfortable with or 
opposed to gay marriage, Joanna 
said, "Change can be scary; it rep
resents change." 

"It doesn't make a lot of sense to 
me," said Rebecca. "I don't under
stand why our relationship and 
our family threatens anyone else's 
[relationship]." 

It was important for us to 
call the ceremony a "wedding," 
said Rebecca, as she laughingly 
explained that friends of theirs - a 
heterosexual couple - had a com
mitment ceremony, rather than a 
wedding. 

"We worked with a traditional 
ceremony and we wrote a lot of it 
ourselves, we spent a lot of time 
thinking about it," Rebecca said. 



THE NEWLY MARRIED COUPLE, Lusi and Semih, greet well -wishers after the ir wedding . 

TURKISH: Jews are few and far between 
From Page 29 in O n akoy. This charming area of as a site of coex isten ce. H aving 

Istanbul , along the shore of the arrived late the night before, I first 
fi rst through a dvil wedding in Bosphorus, is home to a syna- glimpsed the bride after enter-
Cali forn ia and later in a Jewish gog ue, mosque and church all ing the women's balcony of the 
ceremony back in Istanbul. synagogue. This was 

In August 2009, --------------------- my first visit to the 

the couple and their "Turkish Jews regularly complained synagogue as a mar-
fa mil ies welcomed ried woman, and I 
guests, fri ends and to me about the high rates fou nd a basket of lacy 
fa mily from Istanbu l, scarves waiting for 
the Un ited States, Of assimilation, intermarriage me to cover my head 

Israel and M ex ico. and a low bi'rthrate." as J quietly found a 
I joined the eel- scat behi nd the bride. 
ebrations before the A lovely ritua l 
wedd ing by atte nd- breakfast - "dew-
ing the Shabbat "chatnn" (the within walki ng d istance from 
groom's Shabbat), in a synagog ue each other and is often hai led 

yuno" in Lad ino - of borek (a Sep
hard ic pastry), eggs, cake and 
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/ Marcy Brink- Danan 

THE BRIDE AND GROOM walk the streets of Istanbul. 

coffee fo llowed Shabbat prayers. 
W here the synagogue once had 

a lovely open courtya rd, it is now 
covered with industrial-strength 
glass and metal LO prevent the 
possibility of attack from above. 
Sadly, thi s new structure, built 
in the shadow of terrorist attacks 
against the community in 2003, 
blocks the cool breeze off the 

Bosphorus once enjoyed by wor
shippers. 

S PLENDOR OF T H E SYNAGOGUE 

In contrast to most A merican 
Jewish weddings, the question of 
secu ri ty in Tu rkish synagogues 
is omnipresent. The couple 
recounted a story about want-

See Page 38 

cadent 
tering, 

wned 
by Pizzico Ristorante, 
guarantees what you 
expect for your Wedding 
Reception .. . Perfection! 

Visit DecadentCateringRI. 
com for more information 
and to set up an event 
consultation . 

• ~ec~~ 
"Your Event. 

Our Obsession." 

762 Hope Street 
Providence 

401.421.41 14 
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From Page37 

ing to take photographs in fro nt 
of the synagog ue bu t they were 
quickly reprimanded by secu
ri ty guards for loiteri ng near the 
entrance. Instead, they posed 
in front of the Galata Tower, an 

architectural memory of 14th 
century Genoese habitation of the 
quarter that would later become a 
typical Jewish neighborhood. 

The weddi ng was held at the 
histori c Neve Shalom synagogue, 
three t imes the site of terror 

Above: At Jewish 
weddings the world 
over, the horah is the 
horah! 

Left: The bride and groom 
on the dance floor. 

Right: The groom crushes 
the glass beneath his foot . 

attacks . The synagogue's incon
spicuous entrance, fortified with 
a cement wall, metal detectors 
and security cameras, gives way 
to a resplendent in terior. Wooden 
pews line the main fl oor in a 
semicircular pattern around the 
ark that holds the Torah scrolls, 
above which an eight- ton chan
delier dangles precariously. Above 

the main section, the women,s 
balcony is accessible by two main 
stai rways. However, for wed
dings, men and women sit sepa
rately downstairs. 

V rnnANT CLOTHI NG, 

LI VELY HOIU IIS 

The couple's fami lies dressed 
formally, the women in brightly 

colored sui ts with matching hats. 
Each couple married through the 
chjef rabbinate (the only venue 
for Jewish marriages in Turkey) 
stands beneath a metal huppah 
covered with a ta/lit . Immedi
ately following the ceremony, the 
guests line up to congratu late the 
members of the " kortej," a Ladino 
word borrowed from the French 
for "processional," but here signi
fying "bridal party." 

The music, played by a profes
sional disk jockey who began his 
career by playing at Jewish com
munity events, was global, bu t 
also included Israeli folk dance 
standards, as the crowd burst into 
rapturous horahs. Many Turkish
Jewish teenagers learn Israeli folk 
danci ng as part of their informal 
Jewish education. The bride, a tal
ented dancer who has dabbled in 
salsa, was hardly seen far from the 
dance floor. 

Soon after the wedding, Lusi 
returned to the United States 
as a "novya," curbing her grand
mother's fears that she would be 
too busy wri ti ng her disserta
tion to fi nd a husband. The only 
remaining question, I suppose, is 
whether the children of this happy 
couple will be Turks, Americans, 
or somethjng in between. 

As they might say in Turkey, 
"In sha 'Allah," God willing, at 
least they will be Jews! 

M arcy Brink-D anan is a professor 
of Judaic studies and anthropology at 
Brown University. 
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Engaged in Israel 
It's a whole new 

experience 

WAS 
living in New 
York City, my 
main criteri on for 

dating a woman was that she had 
to be just as passionate and com
mitted to settling in Israel as I was. 

If, on the first date, a girl told me 
she had no interest in moving to 

Daniel 
Stieglitz 

Israel, there was 
no second date. 
After several 
years of searching 
for such a woman 
and not findi ng 
one, I set the fol
lowing goal for 
myself: If, in two 
years time, I had 
not fou nd the 
woman who was 
both right for me 

and wanted to make aliyah, then I 
would go and look for her in Israel. 
I knew it wouldn't be ideal to pick 
up my life and move to a foreign 
country alone. Nonetheless, two 
years later, I moved to Israel with 
the hope that the right person was 
already there waiting for me ... and 
I was right. 

A few months ago I was waiting 
at a bus stop and noticed a woman 
reading a book I was fond of, Good 
Omens (a title, we wou ld later real
ize, was prophetic). Deciding that 
so m eo n e 

Though our parents have been 
helping as much as they can from 
overseas, we have still had to lea rn 
how to balance our budding li ves 
together as a couple, with both 
school and wedding planning. 

Fortunately, things have been 
going relatively smoothly with 

regard to 
findi ng the reading a 

co m ed i c 
fantasy 
novel was 
the type of 
woman l'd 
like to get 
to know, I 
boldly went 
over co her 
and cried 

"l moved to lsrael with 
the hope that the right 

person was already there 
waiting for me ... and l was 

right." 

wedding 
hall, pho
tograp h e r 
and the 
band and 
deciding on 
the other 
little 
big 
that 

and 
things 

must 
to strike up a conversation. She 
politely responded, but then went 
back to reading the book, th.ink
ing that anyone trying to pick her 
up at a bus stop muse be a psycho 
bus stop stalker. And so, I left her 
alone. 

A few weeks later I recognized 
her at an engagement party we 
were both attending. I went to her 
and said, "You're the girl from the 
bus stop." This time, as a result of 
finding me among civilized com
pany, she realized that maybe I 
wasn't a bus stop stalker after all 
- and the rest is history. 

Ruth, origi nally from Man
chester, England, made aliyah five 
years ago, and is currently study
ing to be a nurse. Though Ruth 
and I have each lived in Israel 
for a number of years already, we 
are learning together now what it 
means to be engaged and prepare 
a wedding in Israel. For example, 
it is not uncommon for the many 
casks of planning a wedding to fall 
on the shoulders of the couple get
ti ng married, since many olim have 
parents who do not live in Israel. 

gee done. 
Also, an observant Jewish 

couple, such as Ruth and I, who 
want co gee married in the reli
gious Jewish state of Israel, must 
jump through a number of hoops. 
We have had to take care of things 
such as having our upcoming mar
riage officially certified by the 
Rabbanul of Israel, a process that 
involved having to bring two wit
nesses to confirm that I am both 
Jewish and single. We have also 
had to familiarize ourselves with 
religious customs that are exclu
sive to weddings taking place in 
Jerusalem . 

The aliyah experiences I have 
had during the past two-and
one-half years, such as living in 
an ulpan and serving in the army, 
are mainly conducive to someone 
who is single. While these expe
riences are now behind me, they 
wi ll always be a part of my heart 
and soul. It is now time for me to 
move on to my next great adven
ture as an oleh in Israel. '!be newest 
and most important chapter of 
my aliyah experience is just on the 

DANI STIEGLITZ AND RUTH SIMENOFF / Dani Stieglitz 

horizon, as Ruth and l prepare to 
continue building our lives here in 
Israel, thi s time together as a mar
ri ed couple. 

Daniel Stieglitz, n native if 
Providence, lives in Jerusalem and 
is studying in the Shaindy Rudojf 
Masters Program in Creative Writ
ing al Bar-flan University. He can 
be reached al dstieglitz@gmail.com. 
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SUE AND SAM SULS on their wedding day in 1976. /Ben Gree ne 

RACHEL AND BEN GREENE on their wedding day in 2009. 
/ Sue Suls 

READERS' REMEMBRANCES 

Our daughter's wedding completes the circle 
Planning a wedding was different in 1975 

Editqr's Note: Our readers are a 
diverse bunch - some are on their 
second marriages, some are just getting 
engaged. Some are interfaith, others are 
"al/Jewish." 

'lhese remembrances, we hope, will 
spark happy and heartwarming memo
ries of your own. Some of these stories 
were sent to The Voice & H erald, in 
response to a request in an earlier issue 
of the paper, and others we sought out 
ourselves! 

BY SuESULS 
Special to 1he Voice & H erald 

'(IT DOESN'T GET any 
bener than this," said my 
good friend, Jessica Brier, 
last May when her son Jake 

married D ani. I couldn't help but 
repeat Jessica's words recently when 
my husband and I escorted our own 
child to the huppah. 

I had dreamed about my daugh
ter's wedding since she was a uttJe 
girl. It was the most wonderful 
experience that I had dreamed 
it would be for our family. The 
months of planning, consulting, 
draying (agonizing) and more plan
ning were worth the looks on the 
faces of the kallah and baton (bride 
and groom) as they stood under the 
huppah. 

H ow things have changed, 
though. lo August 1975, when Sam 
asked me to marry him, we were 
young and naive, out of college only 
a couple of years (even though we 
were sci f-su flicient and thought we 
knew it all). We visited our rabbi, 

who told us when he was available 
and that was how our weddi ng date 
was chosen. We actually wanted to 
marry late in 1976, but the rabbi 
wanted June, so June it was. There 
were no visits to different possible 
venues; it was assumed all would 
take place with.in the synagogue. 

Sam and 1 worked in Washing
ton, D.C. and lived in Northern 
Vi rginia, but the closest kosher 
caterers were in Baltimore. The 
caterer made all the arrangements, 
including the mashgiah who trav
eled to the synagogue in the truck 
with all the foods. The caterer pro
vided everything, I mean, every
thing! The flowers, the band, the 
wedding cake, ch.allah, wines and 
of course the hors d'oeuvres and a 
sit-down meal of prime rib, ending 
with a Viennese table and cigars for 
the men. 

Do I dare reveal the cost for 
all th.is? Twenty-five dollars per 
person. The only pieces of planning 
left were the invitations, a photog
rapher and a weddi ng dress. This 
was pretty lucky for us, as my par
ents uved in Florida, Sam's parents 
lived in North Carolina, and our 
synagogue was in Fai rfax, Va. 

With no Internet or cell phones, 
our planning opportuni ties were 
limi ted to evening and week
end telephone calls. In 2009, our 
daughter and her fiance created 
several Excel spreadsheets to detail 
the wedd ing plans; we had daily 
emails and sometimes conference 
calls to discuss plans; vendors were 

researched on the Internet, and the 
band was fou nd on YouTube. This 
ki nd of research and planning just 
wasn't possible in 1975. 

In 1975, silver prices were sky
high, so we did not register for 
si lver, th.inking we would probably 
receive only teaspoons. We found 
beautifu l china and crystal that 
we still happily use. There was no 
www.weddingchannel.com and 
no www.tieknot.com. We regis
tered at James Kaplan (formerly in 
Garden City), and everyone knew 
it. No one asked for pots and pans, 
small appuances, pictures frames, 
luggage, etc., and certainly no one 
registered for their honeymoon 
amenities. 

Like today's couples, we had 
unen and kitchen showers. Instead 
of checking the wedding registry 
on the Internet, in 1976, people 
asked what colors the bride and 
groom were using (harvest gold 
and avocado green), and the gifts 
were appropriate ... mostly. W e 
still wonder about some things we 
received, bu t now it's with a good 
laugh. 

The weddi ng, and all the plan
ning, is exci ti ng, a prelude to a ufe 
together that, hopefully, will be 
exciti ng and fu lfilung. Sam and 
I and ou r new mishpahah were 
thri lled to bless our chi ldren as part 
of the ceremony. lt helped solidify 
this new fami ly that ou r children 
have created. 1l1ere was on ly one 
grandparent, the groom's grandfa
ther, present to enjoy the wedding. 

But, I told my daughter that l 
would tell her what my mother told 
me as she and my dad escorted me 
down the aisle. I-laving her grand
parents there in thought and spiri t 
was important to us; it brought 
a broader smile to my daughter's 
face when I turned to her to repeat 
Grandma's words. It helped to com-

plete the circle beg un on August 
14, 1975, when Sam and I officially 
began our li fe together. 

Sue Suls is the former director of 
adult services and community plan
ning at the Jewish Community Center 
of Rhode Island. Her daughter R achel 
was married on Oct. 25, 2009. 
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Car troubles threaten wedding 
Nephew's 'joyride' 

not all joyful 
B, I DA B ROW\ 

Special to The Voiu & Herald 

LTHOUGJ-1 WE CELEBRATED our 18th 
vedding anniversary last April, this story has 
!ways stayed fresh in our minds and continues 

to bring some laughter into our days! 
Our wedding day, April 6, 1991, was unusually 

sunny and warm. The wedding package I had booked 
included four hours oflimousinc service, which I really 
did not need. However, my nephew, who had just turned 
8, loves limos. So I promised him I would reserve the 
car from 2:30 p.m. so we could have a special "auntie~ 
and "nephew~ outing. I planned a ride, lunch, a toy store 
stop and finally a stop to pick up the wedding party. 
Our wedd ing was at 6:30 pm. All began as planned. 

The limo arrived to meet me at my apartment 
promptly at 2:30 p.m. fu I prepared to enter a cool and 
comfortable car, I was astounded to find the air con
ditioning was not working. With windows down to 
get air, we proceeded to my father's house where my 
nephew Marc was anxiously awaiting our arrival. The 
driver contacted tho company about the air condition
ing and advised us the mechanic would arrive shortly. 
We waited 45 minutes and I finally insisted we had to 
get going. I wanted Marc to have his ride! All excited , 
we got into the car and lo and behold .... the limousine 
would not start! Enter my brother with his truck and 
jumpers who got the limo starred. 

Finally we were on our way. We stopped al the roy 
store and shopped, then on to lunch for fast food, 
and ending at Del's Lemonade for a cool refreshment 
when ..... THE LIMO STOPPED DEAD in the lot! 
It is now 4:30 p.m. - the wedding party expects a pick 
up at 4:45 p.m ..... photographer expects a photo shoot 
at 5 p.m .... and where arc we? Stuck at Del's lemonade 
d ressed in casual clothes. 

Now totally embarrassed, the driver has called for a 
replacement limousine. Cell phones were not the rage 
so I had to look for a pay phone to call the wedding 
party ... the new car finally arrived at 5 p.m. Rushing as 
fast as possible to get the wedding party and be at the 
house for 1he photographer, we finally arrived at 5:40 
p.m! 

I was never dressed so quickly, photographed and 

whisked off to the most important day of my life. We 
all arrived at the ceremony by 6:30 p.m., the affair was 
a smash ing success and we had a great time. But, Marc 
and I will always remember that special and eventful 
day at Del's. 

Ida and her husband, Tom, now liw in Hopatrong, NJ 
Ida grnu up in Rhodt Mand whtrt sht liwd until sht mar
ried Tom in 1991. Herhrothtr M orn.I and hi1family st ill 
rtSUit in Cranston. 

Advice from the home front 
Focus on love and laughter 

BY L, NNE B. Co11EN 
Sptcial to 1he Voiu & Herald 

MA RRlAC E IS AMAZING; combin
ing lives in a committed relationship and 
making a home is wonderful! But we can 

never forget that marriage needs 
lots of nurturing - constantly. 
Once a couple decides to take 
that step for their lifetime, each 
person, so fu]J of loving stars in 
his or her eyes, ceases to be 'me', 
and a meu.morphoscs takes place. 
'Me' becomes 'us'. And 'us' needs 
nurturing - hopefulJy, for 1hc rest 
of our lives. 

Look around for couples who 
have been married a long time, 
because they make such good 
role models. What provides the 
warmth, trusl and security tha1 
makes their marriages so strong? 
From personal experience, I'll tell 
you - hard work. That kind of effort that is fun, cre
ative, frustrating, easy, hard, nai l-biting and so very 
rewarding. There isn't a good, longstanding marriage 

on earth that hasn't had its share of conflict - about 
kids, money, differences in outlook, or even just plain 
stubbornness. 

If and when there arc times that you two d ig your 
heels in on an issue or end up in a confrontation, 
don't worry or fear if you start to feel fiercely hateful 
towards your partner. That is in the moment; it won't 
las1 any longer than you let it. That fierceness wouldn't 

be there if, underneath, you two 
didn't love each other just as 
fiercely. And it is that love, com-
bined with an underlying respect 
and trust in each other that ide
ally will help propel you through 
those awful fights sooner rather 
than later, and back on the road 
to an enriched understanding of 
each other, and an even deeper 
commitment to each other and a 
strengthened marriage. 

No one ever promised that the 
joining of two lives was going 
to be easy, but it's one heck of a 
ride ... one that I hope will always 
be fi lled with love! 

Lynne 8 . Cohen is tht pm namt of a }twi1h Rhodt 
/Jlandwoman. Married far ntarly 40 ytars, Jht toolt a look 
harlt al htr marriage through personal eJ(ptrienrt. 
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A 'two synagogue' lifestyle 
Second marriage 

requires compromise 
and flexibility 

Bv N ANCY Krnsc11 
nkirsch@jfri.org 

PROVIDENCE - W hat happens 
in a "mixed marriage?" A phone 
interview with Bob and Louise 
Zuckerman of Providence was both 
enlightening and entertaining. 

Both Bob, almost 66, and Louise, 
63, were married before, and both 
marriages ended in divorce. Each 
has two children and, while Bob 
has five grandchildren, Louise 
has none. Louise accompanied 
her former husband (a professor at 
Rhode Island College) to Rhode 
Island in 1974, and Bob moved 
here in 2000 to be with Louise. 
They've been married to one 
another for almost nine years. 
"For about eight of those years, we 
would fight about which synagogue 
we would go to," said Bob. They've 
worked out their "interfaith differ
ences" creatively, and Louise says, 
"Although we practice our Juda
ism differently our core beliefs and 
values are extremely compatible." 

On erev Rosh H ashanah, Bob 
goes to Beth Sholom with his son, 
while Louise "goes to the kitchen." 
On Rosh H ashanah morning, the 
family goes together to Temple 
Beth-El in Providence. On the 
first night of Rosh H ashanah, Bob 
and his son go to Beth Sholom; and 
on the second day, Louise, Bob and 
Bob's son attend Rosh H ashanah 
services at Beth Sholom. During 
the last couple of years, they've 
worked out a compromise for Yorn 
Kippur, as well. You'll find them 
at Beth Sholom for Kol Nidre and 
Yorn Kippur morning services at 
Beth Sholom; yiskor and closing 
services at Temple Beth-El and 
then back to Beth Sholom for later 

Bob and Louise Zuckerman on a recent cruis~~uise Zuckerman 

closing services. 'We break the fast 
at Beth Sholom," said Bob, "and we 
hear the final shofar twice - once at 
Beth-El and again at Beth Sholom." 

Louise, who grew up on Long 
Island as an unaffiliated Jew, had 
been a member of Temple Beth
El when her children (from her 
first marriage) were young. Bob, 
who was raised on the Lower East 
Side, grew up Conservative and 
raised his family in a Conservative 
synagogue. "About 15 years ago, 
I started to study with a Chabad 
rabbi and now I classify myself as a 
'Conservodox' Jew." 

The couple met through a dating 
service called "New Possibilities" 
at the Jewish Community Center 
in Newton, Mass. "W e were the 
last couple introduced by a dating 
service," Louise said. ''After that, 
people went to Jdate [the online 
Jewish dating service]." 

D iiferent perspectives on other 
issues - such as sports - keep 
the couple engaged. "She's a die
hard Red Sox fan," said Bob. 
"I'm a diehard Yankees' fan." 

"It's easier to reconcile differences 
in baseball than in religion," said 
Louise. "We both love baseball 
equally and we can sit together at 
games." 

The couple calls their "two 
synagogue" lifestyle a great expe
rience and a challenge. Louise 
would never have otherwise been 
exposed to Orthodox practices and 
people, she said. For Bob, attend
ing a Reform synagogue is equally 
instructive. "The first ti.me I went 
to Beth-El on Rosh Hashanah, 
I was the only person with a ta/lit 
on. Now, 10 years later, about one
third of the people wear them," said 
Bob. "On Yorn K.ippur, I don't wear 
leather shoes, I wear sneakers. And 
sometimes people look at me a little 
strangely, but that's alright. I'm not 
Orthodox, but I like the traditions 
and the services." 

"I've become very good at "car
hiding," said Louise, who declines 
to wallc to shut on Shabbat. "I am 
adept at walking to the car." 

Clowning around 
A 'life-changing' We had front row 

seats, and we laughed 
wedding proposal and wowed our way 

through the first half 

Bv A NDREA A LLGOOD 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

/Adam Smith 

TH E CIRCUS HAS been 
my favorite place since I 
was 10. So enamored of 

the feelings of joy and possibility 
that the circus provokes, I joined 
an amateur group for three years 
before meeting my boyfriend, 
Adam. Knowing of this special 
connection, and being a true "kid 
at heart," Adam asked if he could 
take me to the circus on a special 
date. O n the day of the show, 
we went out for breakfast, and 
headed to the circus grounds. I 
was giddy with excitement, but 
Adam seemed consummately 

of the show, even 
becoming a part of 
the spectacle when a 
clown brought us into 
his act. Just before 
intermission, the ring 
mistress took up her 
microphone and stated, 
"Ladies and gentle
men, the circus is actu
ally one of the oldest 
art forms in the world, 
dating back more than 
2,000 years. The word 
itself literally means 
'circle,' or 'joining 
together.' So with this 

ANDREA ALLGOOD AND ADAM SMITH 

calm. 

thought in mind, Adam over to 
you." She walked over to my slyly 
grinning boyfriend and handed 

over her microphone. 
Adam jumped into the center 

See CIRCUS, Facing Page 
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Clad in offers stylish fashions at four area locations 
Women find their 
own sign,ature style 

BUSINESS PROFILE 

Bv NANCY A BESHAUS 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

GUEST LISTS, seat
ing plans, floral 
a rran ge m e nt s. 
D etails, details and 

more details. Even if you are fortu
nate enough to have a professional 
wedding planner orchestrate the 
big event, you still need someone 
to act as liaison to the wedding 
planner to communicate all 
those details that only someone 
in the family can know. This 
role usually falls squarely upon 
the shoulders of the mother of 
the bride, often leaving her with
out a moment to consider one of 
the most important details for 
that special day: what will she be 
wearing? A nd that 's where C lad 
in comes in. W est-

P ASSIONATE A.BOUT FASHION erly location. 
Accord ing to its own fashion PER- "W e really care about helping 

statement, C lad in is a specialty ONAL SHOPPING SERVICE women find their own style that is 
retailer that offers "endlessly Every woman has her own unique to them," said E lizabeth. 
interesting, unexpectedly delight- style, said Jane G insberg Roder- "We have something in our st0res 
ful women's clothing, shoes, and ick, who is responsible for C lad for everyone; something that will 
accessories," including "the per- in's new, complimentary personal · make them feel beautiful and 
feet mother-of-the-bride outfit." shopping service. "But sometimes comfortable." 

Launched four years ago in h is- it 's hard for her to plow through Both Elizabeth and State Law-
toric M ystic, Conn., at 24 W est everything to develop it," she said. rence are deeply rooted to Provi-

dence. "W e met and married 
Main Street , Clad in's flagship 
store still thrives there, keeping ---------------- in Providence, we know the 

area, and we see this [W ay
pace with its 1oya1 customers' "Clad in is a specialty 
growing and evolving wardrobe land Square location] as a great 
needs. Since that time, Clad in retailer that offers opportunity to expand our ser-
has opened stores in three ffiore vices," said State. 
locations including a second endlessly interesting, As the big day looms, it 
store at 158 Water Street in leaves the mother-of-the-bride 
Stonington, Conn.; a Clad in delightful Women's with just one more thing to do: 
O utlet at 32 Friendship St reet l th. h d Move 'Clad in' to the top of her 
in Westerly, (across from the CO lng, S OeS, an ' to do' list. 

Agway); and the newest store accessories." For a complete list of all Clad 
on Providence's East Side on in designers, store hours and 
Wayland Square at 497 A ngell directions, or to sign up for special 
Street (on the corner of A ngell Roderick will lie available for free in store and online events, visit 
Street and Wayland Avenue). consultations this Sunday, Jan. 24 www.cladin.com or call (866) 290-

Just five months old, the at Temple Sinai's bar/ bat mitzvah 8442. 
W ayland Square store already expo. For personal shopp ing service, call 
has attracted a loyal following, Personal customer service is Jane Ginsberg Roderick at (860) 
according to State Lawrence, co- a key part of the management's 501-9281 or email her atjaneroder
owner with his wife, Elizabeth, philosophy. "You can even bring ick@cladin.com. 
of C lad in. "W e have a number in something from you r own 
of customers who travel up to two closet that you d idn't purchase Nancy A beshaus is a freelance 
hours to come to our Providence at a C lad in store, and we will w riter based in South Kingstown. 
store," said State. help you coordinate it with some-

"I think this is because we offer thing from our store," said Micki 
some very unique things that you Whelan, who manages the Way
simply cannot find outside of New land Avenue store, which offers 
York City," E lizabeth said. This is free styling consultations. 
also because women of a certain M ost of the items in the stores 
style and a certain age can come to are in the S200 to SS00 range; a 
the store and find all the desig ners special occasion outfit by London 
they like under one roof. "W omen desig ner, Ray H arris, for example, 
can fi nd their own style w ithin is about S750. For those whose. 
our store," said E lizabeth. "W e budget is a bit more limited , 
have something for everyone." Westerly's C lad in Outlet may 

According to E lizabeth, often a be a good alternative. Offering 
woman doesn't realize that some- selected designer clothing and 
thing in the store is her style until accessories from the other stores, 
she t ries it on, sees how nice it the C lad in Outlet prices them at 
looks on her, and feels how com- up to 70 percent off the original 
fortable it is. "And then you wear retail price. The first annual "Blow 
it to your first event," said Eliza- Out" sale continues through Jan. 
beth, "and someone says, 'W ow! 23, from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. at it 
Where did you get that?'" 

To contact individual 
stores, call: 

Clad in Providence: 

454-8442 

Clad in Outlet: 

Westerly: 596-1958 

Clad in Mystic.Conn.: 

(860) 572-8442 

Clad in Stonington, 
Conn.: (860) 415-4506 

Micki Whelan of Clad in shows one new look 

CIRCUS: A marriage of clowning 

From Page 42 

ring and held out h is hand 
toward me in invitation. O ver
come, I numbly accepted a 
clown's hand as he helped me 
over the partition to join my 
boyfriend. Adam got down 
onto one knee before the entire 
crowd of circus-goers and said, 
"Andrea, I would like you to 
remain forever in the center 
ring of the circus that is my 
life. I Jove you. Will you marry 
me?" C aught between tears and 
laughter, I got down on both 
my knees and wrapped my arms 
around his neck to look him in 
the eye as I answered, "Yes!" 

My new fiance led me back 
to our seats where he whispered 
in my ear, "I have another sur
prise. Look!" Turning around, 
I saw his son, Matthew, and 
his smiling parents and broth
ers walking through the rows 
of seats to join us. Matthew 

jumped into my arms and said, 
"Andrea you're going to marry 
my dad!" Feeling a tap on my 
shoulder, I turned and was 
greeted with the sight of my 
parents, who I thought were 
in Florida. Adam had spent 
months organizing the event, 
arranging to have his family in 
the audience and even having 
my family fly in secretly to see 
the proposal. Our engagement 
weekend became a celebration 
of love, of family, and - in true 
circus spirit - of infinite -possi
bility. 

Adam G. Smith, a funeral 
director at Shalom M emorial 
Chapel in Cranston, is the son 
of Michael and M arilyn Smith 
of Warwick; and Andrea E. 
Allgood, a doctoral student 
in ancient Judaism at Brown 
University, is the daughter 
of Craig and Ilene Allgood of 
Palm Beach Gardem, Fla. 
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The remarkable journey from intermarriage to a Torah-true home 
Living to a 

different tune 

BY ROCHEL WEINSTEIN SITTING IN A CHURCH 
as a young girl, Linda felt 
distant to the environment 
and rituals. The other con

gregants had come to express faith 
in their religion; she was there to 
please her grandmother. Linda 
grew up without much spiritual 
satisfaction, yet deep within was 
an inherent belief in the existence 
of God. Linda never imagined that 
one day it would manifest itself in 
every corner of her life. 

It all started with her Jewish 
fiance, David. Based on simi
lar interests in classical music, a 
mutual friend introduced them and 
the- professional orchestra players 
formed an immediate bond. Reli
gious barriers were non-existent. 

Linda considered herself on a 
spiritual quest that had nothing 
to do with her religion of origin; 
David's intrinsic disinterest in Juda
ism meant that they would date for 
months before Linda would casu
ally discover that he was Jewish. 
While this detail shocked Linda, 
it simultaneously planted within 
her the desire to learn all she could 
about the mysterious religion of her 
future husband. 

A visit to the library was the 
first step. But the only information 
available lacked the meaningful 
spiritual dimension she desperately 
sought. Intrigued by the family 
dynamics of Jewish intermarriage, 

Linda was startled to discover that tion that had facilitated her conver- not conducive to the spiritual sur
many children raised with two reli- sion. Guitars and female cantors left viva! of his family. Out of his nine 
gions eventually keep neither, since the new couple uninspired. Instead, children, no descendants remained 
the choice of a religion is often she felt drawn to learn more about connected to authentic Torah Juda
equated with the choice of a parent. the people walking home from shut ism - except Linda and David. 

Based on her research, there was in the Orthodox part of town. While Linda's learning flour-
no question that she would want to When the first of her two chi!- ished, David's spiritual growth was 
raise their children with one con- dren was born, providence led still being affected by his disap
sistent religion - Judaism. Now all Linda to a "Mommy and Me" play- pointed family. It was getting more 
she had to do was convince not only group at the local JCC. There she difficult to stand up to them. 
her future husband but also her met a diverse population of Jewish Linda's best efforts were not 
Lutheran family that this was the mothers, including those from enough to make her Jewish, but she 
right thing to do. the Orthodox community who had not come this far to give up on 

At first, D avid was ambivalent invited her and David to discover making it happen. This time, Linda 
about Linda's decision - agreeing the beauty of Shabbat and the true wanted a curriculum that ensured 
would guarantee alienation from meaning of haknasah orkim. the certainty of a completely accept
his vehemently anti-Orthodox The couple eventually purchased able conversion in all spectrums of 
family. H er own family was devas- a house within the eruv , making it Judaism. She approached the shu/'s 
tated that she wanted to leave their easier for them to walk to shut and assistant rabbi and bonded with 
religion altogether. But Linda was visit their friends on Shabbat. his wife, who eventually served as 
determined. __________________ her teacher and mentor. The 

So she contacted a rabbi to shul's hazzan and his wife also 
map out the process of conver- "lt was especia11y warmly welcomed the family. 

sion. Without any exposure • f 1 h h How TO ORCHESTRATE A 
h fJ · h meanmg u t at anot er 28 to t e true nature o ewfs KOSHER CONVERSION 

conversion and all the ha/akhic ] d t h t 
requirements that must be years wou no ave O go The regional beit din was 

met, Linda intuitively knew by for them to fu1fl11 the contacted and Linda proved 
that something was amiss. to them her sincere desire 
By the time it was over, she mifzvah Of birkaf hakamah to become a Jew. Ten years 
was amazed at how much of after the reform conver-
an emotional investment was as a fami1y." sion, she underwent her 
required to make it all a mean- __________________ ~ec~~:d::~c~:~ ~::~~r~: 
ingful endeavor. 

MOVING THROUGH THE 

RHYTIDIS OF LIFE 

Linda and David eventually 
married, joining together not only 
a fantastic classical CD collection, 
but also the similar goal of building 
a Jewish home. David's commit
ment was just budding, so Linda 
was eager for them to become 
involved with the reform congrega-

As Linda immersed herself in 
the Torah way of life, she came to 
a realization that rocked her world. 
The procedures of the conversion 
had not been enough to make her, 
or her young toddler, Jewish. 

Linda had not come this far to 
give up on her spiritual quest. In 
her youth, she faced the emotional 
challenge of her parent's tumultu
ous divorce. And when, as an adult, 
she was in the midst of constructing 
a meaningful Jewish life - relatives 
and in-laws disowned the couple. 
David was challenged with relating 
to his family as his wife attempted 
to pull them into new spiritual 
realms. At times, the pressure of 
standing up to their parents was 
too much - something the couple 
couldn't endure. 

road had been long, but now she 
had what she had always dreamed 
of - unquestionable Jewish status 
within any community. Leah could 
not wait until her children had the 
same precious gift. · 

But there was another bend in 
the road. The beit din determined 
that the children could not be con
verted since David's commitment 
was lacking. Soon after, the beit 
din dismantled altogether, leaving 
Leah to search for help elsewhere. 
With renewed determination, she 
set out to accomplish yet another 
goal in her family's spiritual exis
tence. 

• Innovative, expert chefs 

Interestingly, David's own family 
was a major player in Linda's stead
fast motivation. In the early 1900s, 
his great grandfather had left Lith
uania to serve as the rabbi of a Mid
western town. Although the local 
school board resisted his efforts, 
he went on to establish a Talmud 
Torah. Still, the environment was 

A friend of Leah's, who also had 
to search for a different solution 
in order to complete her own con
version, directed Leah to Eternal 
Jewish Family International, an 
organization that assists intermar
ried couples who are sincerely dedi
cated to building Jewish homes. 
Leah sought the approval from her 
rabbi who had no doubt that EJF 
could accomplish what she could 
not do on her own. 

• Exquisitely presented, high 
quality gourmet meals 

• Excellent, professional 
service with a smile 

• Kosher Certified 

1 

That such a support system 

Wikn Quality, Matter& 
far Yaur Vinnu, 

ti,e, l2. uality, of Yaur Wuw 
Sflauld Too-. 

lfii1me iilmportoo wines f1nom .nro'lllJTild lthle wodd 

lmll!.!f90RS 
Hours: Mon-Sat 9-10, Sun 12·6 

University Marketplace • 571 North Main St • Providence 
Located next to Whole Foods 

existed was a dream come true. 
The couple contacted Rabbi Dovid 
Jacobs, EJF's executive director, 
whose understanding and foresight 
was pivotal in guiding the family. 
He arranged a meeting with vari
ous rabbanim from Daas Mishpat, 
a beit din in Monsey, New York, in 
order to determine the specific hal
akhic standards that would have to 
be met. 

EJF confirmed that David's per
sonal dedication to mitzvah obser
vance needed to be strengthened. 
Leah knew that there was little she 
could do to influence her husband. 
Now she utilized the one thing 
in her power that could directly 
invoke change. She prayed. 

To Leah's surprise, David's com
mitment began to grow. Soon he 
rearranged his work schedule to 
accommodate his commitment to 
keep Shabbat as a sacred day and 
opened himself to learn more about 
his precious heritage. 

REACHING FOR SPIRITUAL 

HARMONY 

When David's company 
informed him of a position on the · 
East Coast, Rabbi Jacobs advised 
the couple to take it. He informed 
them that there was an Orthodox 
community nearby, and living there 
would facilitate the process of their 
children's conversions. 

David took the position and left 
alone to set up their new life. Leah 
stayed behind with the kids to 
pack up the house. This separation 
would be a blessing in disguise: on 
his own, without his wife's influ
ence or his parents around to sabo
tage his growth - David was finally 
able to nurture his own spiritual 
commitment. With the help of a 
kiruv rabbi, he immersed himself in 
adult Jewish studies, carving time 
from his schedule to learn each day. 

When the family was finally 
united, they continued their spiri
tual growth, which was nurtured 
and closely monitored through EJF. 
At the local Orthodox day school, 
the children blossomed. 

Finally, in March of 2009, the 
children's conversion was complete. 
It was especially meaningful that 
another 28 years would not have to 
go by for them to fulfill the mitzvah 
of birkat hachamah as a family. 

At the ceremony, Leah and David 
accepted upon themselves the awe
some responsibility of raising their 
children as Torah Jews and proud 
members of klal yisra'e/. They were 
told to make Judaism enjoyable in 
their home and to remember that 
any spiritual investment into their 
children will be passed on to their 
descendants. 

After years of study and so much 
frustration, EJF helped Leah and 
David cement the family as one. 
It removed any doubt regarding 
whether they would be considered 
full-fledged Jews by any rabbinic 
authority. It gave the couple the 
most precious gift - a united Je,vish 
family. 

R eprinted w ith permission from 
Eternal Jewish Family International. 



Diamonds: A big business in Israel 
Diamonds and 
engagements: A 

match made 
in heaven? 

Bv VOICE & HERALD STAFF 

voiceherald@jfri.org 

.NDIAMONDS ARE 
he classic stone found 

so many engage
ent rings, we thought 

learning more about them - and 
their prominent role in Israeli 
commerce - was worthwhile. 

A century ago, Antwerp had 
many knowledgeable and skilled 
diamond polishers; years later, 
many of them fled to Israel, 
both pre- and post-Holocaust. 
"Diamond exchanges and pol
ishing centers were centered 
around where Jews lived," 
said Steven Silverstein, chief 
executive officer of the Israel 
Diamond Institute (which 
has offices in New York, Israel 
and Hong Kong), in a pho~e 
interview from his New York 
office. "Historically, it was an 
occupation that didn't require 
formal training Oews were 
often prohibited to enroll in 
certain training programs and, 
so, were shut out of certain 
career opportunities] and it 
afforded mobility, as you could sew 
diamonds into the lining of your 
coat and flee the country." 

The Institute promotes Israeli 
diamonds and represents the 
Israeli Diamond Exchange in 
North America. 

"There's a special soft spot in 
Israel for the diamond industry," 
said Silverstein. "The diamond 
industry had a big influence on 
Israel, especially when it was in its 
infancy. It was a source of jobs and 
foreign currency, and it put Israel 

on the map." 

Wuo's BUYING DIAJIIONDS AND 

FRO!II WHERE? 

The world 's largest market 
for gem quality diamonds is the 
United States; Israel's first and 
second largest customers for its 
polished diamonds are the U.S. 
and the Far East, respectively, said 
Silverstein . 

Gem quality diamonds are 
mined primarily from South
ern Africa (which includes South 
Africa and Botswana), Russia and 
Canada. Australia, Silverstein 
said, produces massive quantities 
of diamonds, but primarily those 
for industrial use, such as in laser 

production. 
Even today, A ntwerp is a huge 

center for diamond exchange, 
as Belgium established a quasi
free trade zone for the diamond 
industry. Today, diamonds can 
be imported into Antwerp free of 
Customs' duties and Value-Added 
Taxes. 

By some estimates, one of every 
two or three rough diamonds goes 
through Antwerp and one of every 
two or three polished diamonds 
goes through Israel. ''When you 
buy Israeli diamonds, you buy 

closer to the source and you can get 
a better price for them," he said. 

Thousands of diamond compa
nies belong to Israel's Diamond 
Exchange, said Silverstein, and 
even individual jewelers can buy 
diamonds directly from one of 
them. 

AN EASY CONSCIENCE 

In past years, concerns that 
diamonds were used as currency 
to fund rebel groups promoting 
wars or political conflicts made 
diamonds, well, less than appeal
ing. From that concern arose a 
new process - called the Kimberly 
Process - in which participat
ing countries must guarantee that 

their diamonds (1) don't 
finance any rebel or 
insurgent groups, (2) be 
accompanied by a Kim
berly Process certificate 
when they are exported, 
and (3) are not imported 
from non-participating 
countries. 

Virtually every coun
try in the world import
ing or exporting 
diamonds, said Silver
stein, is a signatory to 
this Kimberly Pro
cess; Israel was the first 
country to sign the 
agreement. It has since 
been ratified by most 

members of the United Nations. 

WHAT TO LOOK FOR? 

A representative in the New York 
diamond industry who requested 
anonymity offered his shop
ping recommendations. D o some 
homework first before you look at 
diamonds, and any diamonds you 
select should have a Gemological 
Institute of America certificate. 
The biggest market for diamonds 
is engagement rings, he said. "Kids 
are still getting engaged and kids 
still want diamonds." 

The ketubah wasn't enough 
'Document of 

marriage' is a link 
to tradition 
Bv STEVEN L EWI S 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

BROOKLINE, Mass. - Laura 
and I met in February, were 
engaged in June and married in 
October of 2008. It all happened 
so quickly that we barely had 
time to catch our breath before 
the details of wedding planning 
overtook us. After our primary 
concerns - food, shelter and 
clothing - we were able to start 
focusing on our ketubah. Our first 
impulse was to have a traditional 
ketubah, one of the beautifully 
illustrated ones you can find in 
Judaica shops or online. But, 
despite the appeal of ordering 
the ketubah on- line and checking 
that item off our list, we couldn't 

do it. 
The traditional ketubah is an 

ancient artifact. H ow ancient is 
not known, but the Babylonian 
Talmud devotes an entire trac
tate to it. Fortunately, Laura 

is a reflection of the values and 
cultural norms of its time. In 
the case of marriage, as we learn 
in the opening of the Mish
nah 's discussion of marriage and 
betrothal: "A woman is acquired 

_______________ in three ways .. . through money, 

through a contract, or through 
sexual intercourse." These values 
and norms were not merely dif
ferent than ours; they are in 
opposition. W e joked about the 
appropriate payment (in goats) I 
should have to give in order to 
marry her, unable to take some 
of the ketubah 's basic assump
tions seriously. We wanted the 
document that would be signed 
by witnesses and read aloud at 
our wedding to be a text that we 

"These conversations 
were an intense 

creative exploration 
of our deepest 

aspirations for our 
relationship and 

marriage." 
--------------- took seriously. W e wanted a wed

and I both appreciate ancient 
artifacts and find the connec
tions to ancient wisdom in our 
religious life deeply compelling. 
But the ketubah, like all artifacts 

ding that would be recognized 
as traditionally Jewish, that was 
also true to our values. W e knew 
that we wanted to take from the 

See KETUBAH, Page 46 
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Conflicts are 
opportunities for 

growth 

Bv RUTHY KoHORN ROSENBERG 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

Mediation helps marriages 
is that there is no effective way to 
have a disagreement or a fight; that 
it's better not to have it. But in 
fact, your conflicts are an 

best for the two of you as a couple 
struggling to find the way to grow 
and flourish together. 

opportunity. An oppor- ---------------
tunity for you to know 
each other and yourself 
better, to understand 
your deepest needs and 
wants, to know how to 

have an intimate rela
tionship with another 
being. Make it your goal 
to fight constructively 

"There is no risk greater 
than matrimony. But 

there is nothing- happier 
than a happy marriage." 

Benjamin Disraeli 
and effectively. Some of-----------------

you will feel comfort-
able yelling and throwing things, 
others will not. My parents have 
been married for 56 years and 
are still deeply in love. They fight 
loudly. Other people are quieter. I 
don't think there's a right or wrong 
way, BUT there is a way that works 

So, I have a few suggestions. 
Sit down and have a conversation 
about how you're going to fight. 
Ask each other, "What is it you 
want me to say or do when I'm 
upset with you?" Ask each other, 
"How do you like to fight?" Listen 
to one other and believe it when 

your partner tells you what he or 
she needs. 

Believe it when one of you says, 
"I need time to calm down and 
get my thoughts together, I'm not 
walking out, I just need to time to 
collect myself." Believe it when one 
of you says, "When I yell, it doesn't 
mean I don't love you, I just feel 
passionately about some things." 
Believe it when one of you says, "I 
can't stand it when you yell - please 
write to me instead and then we'll 
have a conversation." Try having 
your fights with those understand
ings in place - I think you'll see)a 
difference. 

There may be times when an 
impartial third party would be 
helpful to facilitate your conver
sation. A trained mediator, (or a 
chaplain, a counselor or therapist 
in a mediator role) can be help-

ful. That third person can help you 
listen and hear each other, identify 
what the issues are and help you 
negotiate. Your marriage doesn't 
need to be in trouble to have a 
mediation . 

Remember, you are working 
on being your own person while 
trying to live closely with this 
other person. That is not an easy 
path, but you can accomplish it. 
Benjamin D israeli said, "There is 
no risk greater than matrimony. 
But there is nothing happier than 
a happy marriage." 

Ruthy Kohorn R osenberg helps 
people engage in conflict construc
tively in Rhode Island and M assa
chusetts. To find a mediator in Rhode 
Island, contact the Community 
M ediation Center of Rhode Island 
at www.cmcri.org or 273-9999. 

PROVIDENCE - It's different 
being married than living together. 
You've made a commitment to stay 
together. It deepens your invest
ment in the relationship. And it 
can affect the way you have dis
agreements. Being married can 
make you feel safer when you have 
a disagreement - this person loves 
me enough to be married to me 
and will stay. But it can also bring 
lots of assumptions: If you really 
love me, you'd understand how I'm 
feeling; if you really love me, you'd 
know what I want; if really love me, 
I shouldn't have to explain my self 
to you. A wise man, Henry Win
kler, once said, "Assumptions are 
the termites of relationships." 

Orthodox Union releases marriage study 
Relio-ious Jews are ated. Tue survey made clear that mar-

One of the biggest assumptions 
':' · . Add these factors to the mix: ried couples face challenges in 

happier - marriage- Individuals who do not grow up their marriages. Even in the best 
. h . religiously observant but become marriages, conflict is inevitable; 

wise- t an society so later in--------------- f in a n cial 

CUSTOM FITTING 
for BRIDE and BRIDAL PARTY 

44 Rolfe Street 
Cranston, RI 02910 

Tues-Fri 10-5; Thurs 10-7 

2.5 miles north of Garden Ci 

NEW YORK - According to an 
online survey, Aleinu Marriage 
Satisfaction Survey, conducted 
by the Orthodox Union in 2009, 
marriages among Orthodox 
Jews tend to be happy- more 
often than in society as a whole. 

The survey revealed that some 
70 percent of those interviewed 
would remarry their spouse. 
However, a downturn in marital 
satisfaction often occurs before 20 
years of marriage and continues 
on for another decade. Thereafter, 
fulfillment and happiness become 
more common, according to the 
survey. The survey expanded the 
number of questions for 2009, 
broadening the original survey of 
2008. In addition to the original 
items assessing marriage satisfac
tion, the impact upon marriage 
from additional factors, sucb as 
parenting at-risk children, infertil
ity and birth control, were evalu-
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tradition, and create something 
that was meaningful to us. It was 
how we wanted to begin our life 

the, place- wku,, tM,(, and S'°'o/ meet, H 

c€J iF€J i/ s, 

Global Specialty Art and Gifts 
Your wedding custom picture framer 

Global Village Art School 
art, yoga & sewing classes for adults 

(?~iv~/~ 

~~~ 
-"""~r*' ool,,,M/ 

68 South Main Street, Woonsocket, RI 
401 -7654422 www.globalvillageart.com 

life face stress, com-
a d d e d "Marriages among- munication 

cha llenges Orthodox Jews tend to be problems, 
in their issues of 
marriages; 
more affiu
ent fami
lies run a 

happy - more often than sexual or 
. h J physical in soc1ety as a W O e. intimacy, 

The survey revealed lack of time 
greater risk and in-laws 
of marital that some 70 percent of 
stress than 

were cited as 
top triggers 
for conflict. 
NEXT STEPS 

o r th O _ those interviewed would 
dox Jews 
of more 

remarry their spouse." 
FOR OU 

m O d e S t -----------.o'"u,.,..will-."!"!""in-co_rp_orate these find
means; and special stresses and ings into its programming. Frank 
strains affect Orthodox marriage. Buchweitz, the OU Community 

Nevertheless, survey findings Services director who initiated the 
- consistent with other research - OU's practical family education 
indicate that couples who partici- programs, said, "This data will 
pate regularly in religious activities be used for professional rabbini
report greater marital satisfaction cal training and marital programs 
and may be less likely to divorce and retreats. In addition, we want 
compared to their less religious to address other subjects: What 
peers. to look for in a marriage. What 

KETUBAH: A value-laden document 
together. 

Further eroding our dedication 
to the traditional ketubah was the 
weakness of the argument that 
using the traditional ketubah 
could confer Jewish legitimacy to 
our marriage. As we considered 
what this legitimacy meant, it 
always came back to some rela
tionship with the rabbinic author
ity in Israel and our offspring. 
But our wedding, officiated by a 
Reform rabbi and witnessed by 
a Conservative rabbi and unaf
filiated rabbinical student, was 
hardly kosher by this standard. 
In the end, we decided we'd do 
both a traditional ketubah - just 
in case, and a sh tar nisuin, "docu
ment of marriage" that we would 
write ourselves. Both documents 
would be witnessed and signed at 
the wedding, but on ly the shtar 

nisuin would be read aloud. Now 
we had to write our sh tar nisuin. 

Beyond having a Hebrew 
name, we wanted the shtar nisuin 
to have a genuine link with 
Jewish tradition. We used as 
our model ketubot from the Pal
estinian tradition. These are also 
ancient rabbinic documents, but 
include expressions of love and 
mutual partnership. We were 
also helped by reading many 
examples of modern ketubot. 

During the busy months before 
the wedding, we would make a 
time, usually at the end of the 
day, to sit and imagine our life 
together. What were our expecta
tions? What were our hopes and 
fears? How would we respond to 
stress and conflict? These conver
sations were an intense creative 
exploration of our deepest aspi-

couples should look for in terms of 
getting together and their expec
tations and pre-conceived notions 
of creating a marriage that will be 
lasting, beneficial to both parties, 
and not end in divorce." 

Recommendations include: 
programs to help couples acquire 
stronger communication skills, 
which play a major part in nego
tiating marital concord, and 
improved pastoral training for 
rabbis and teachers to educate con-
gregants and students on the core 
skills necessary for negotiating 
conflict in marriage. 

For years, the OU has presented 
"Positive Jewish Marriage" and 
"Positive Jewish Parenting" ses
sions to strengthen the Jewish 
family, with great success across 
North America. 

1he next marriage retreat to enrich 
healthy marriages is scheduled for July 
9-11, 2010 in upstate New York. 

For more information, contact 
Frank Buchweitz at frank@ou.org. 

rations for our relationship and 
marriage. The process of writing 
this document was an opportu
nity to step back from frenetic 
and detail laden wedding prepa
ration to focus on what was truly 
important. The exercise helped 
us keep perspective on the proper 
balance between attention to the 
wedding day and attention to our 
marriage and all the days that 
would follow. The living result 
of those conversations and excit
ing months of preparation will 
always hang on the walls of our 
home as a reminder and affirma
tion of our love and commitment. 

Steven L ewis, a fourth-year rab
binical student at H ebrew College 
R abbinical School, and his wife, 
Laura Wiessen, an independent 
documentary filmmaker, live in 
Brookline, Mass. 
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serve your guests either cupcakes 
or pieces of a larger sheet cake. 

On NO WOES 

In contrast, Donna D iO rio, 
director of catering sales at the Prov
idence Marrion on Orms Street, in 
Providence, said that people are sti ll 
putting significant resources into 
their wedding day reception. "'01e 
size might be less, but people sti ll 
want the same level of quality of 
food and servic~," she said. 

1he hotel prides itself on its staff 
longevity - the exeeutive award
winning chef and DiOrio have each 
been with the hotel for 25 years, and 
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VENDORS: Vow to offer 'words of wisdom' 
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the food and beverage director has 
been there 26 years. 

Brides are incorporating their 
honeymoon locations into the 
reception, with table names and 
Aoral arrangements that evoke their 
honeymoon destination. 

To promote the hotel as a wed
ding site, the hotel is sponsoring a 
free wedding, a free anniversary 
party, a weekend in Paris and other 
hotel items. People must enter the 
drawings ahead of time and, for 
some prizes, must be present at the 
gala from 6 to 8 p.m. on Feb. 25 to 
win. Visit the Web site, www.Your
M e morableMome n ts.co m/ love 
to write your "love story" to be 

/Event Planning Specialists, LLC 

entered into the comperition. Or, 
visit the hotel ro learn more. 1l1cre 
is no cost to enter. 

W UAT TO WEAR? 

Deborah D'Antuono, who owns 
La Borrega, a high-end dress shop 
in Johnston, has dressed thou
sands of mothers-of-the-bride 
and plenty of grooms' mothers, as 
well. Some second-time around or 
mature brides find lovely and non
traditional d resses to wear in lieu of 
wedding gowns; La Bottega is not a 
wedding dress store. 

"Mothers of brides are wearing 
more sophisticated and vivid colors, 
and not so many pastels," she said . 
"They're wearing navy, fuschia, 
green and some are wearing black." 

The first question D 'Antuono asks 
is about the venue, as the formality, 
or lack thereof, helps her assist the 
mother-of-the-bride in choosing 
appropriate attire. 

/ Blake & Company 

THIS DESIGNER DRESS, available f rom La Bottega, is one of many 
styles for "fashionistas." 

"Shoes are another business," said 
D'Antuono. 

WEDDING CAKES GALORE! 

With brides' mothers ranging 
in age from 40s to 60s, the store 
offers youthful, yet elegant, cloth
ing. Mothers this year are seeking 
dresses with an off-the-shoulder 
look, rather than the strapless gowns 
of years past, she said. Dress prices 
begin at S500 and go from there, 
she said, with styles in sizes from 2 
to 22. An experienced d ressmaker 
and seamstresses provide compli
mentary alterations to d resses from 
such designers as Rina Dimontella, 
Anne Scaravelli, Marissa Baratelli 
and Teri Jon, who is Jewish. The 
store also sells accessories, purses 
and jewelry, though not shoes. Contact information for these and 

other wedding vendors are contained 
in their ads in this Bridal Showcase of 
The Voice &. Herald. 

One Rhodes Place• Cranston, Rhode Island 02905 • 401-467-7 102 Sales & Information 
401-383-9413 Fax • imperialrm@rishriners.necoxmail.com 
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Golden Gate Studios: Floral arrangements, room uplighting and huppahs 
BUSINESS PROFILE 

A golden opportunity 
to reduce wedding 

jitters 
BY NANCY ABESHAUS 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

C RANSTO 1 - lfthere's one thing 
that al most every engaged couple 
can agree on, it's that their wedding 
will be one of the most important 
days of their lives. If there's one 
thing that almost every recently wed 
couple can agree upon, it 's that plan
ning their wedding was one of the 
most stressful experiences of their 
lives. But it doesn't have lo be this 
way, said Jay Lane who, with !tis 
wife, Melissa, owns Colden Cate 
Studios al 2003 Broad Street in 
Cranston. 

Colden C ate Studios offers 
wedding florals, room uplighting, 
custom linens and huppah re11t
als, and several other wedding and 
special event fl oral products and 
services that, according to Jay, other 
floral firms do not. "W e try to make 
it easier on the bridal couple who 
may be dealing with eight or nine 
other vendors when planning their 
wedding - printers, caterers, DJs, 
and the list goes on and on. By offer
ing addi tional products and services 
such as custom linens or huppah 
rentals, for example, the couple 
can deal with fewer vendors wltich 

lowers the couple's stress level," said 
Jay. 

"Most temples have their own 
huppahs," he said. "But when a 
Jewish wedding is held at a location 
other than in a temple - at a hotel or 
al a country club, for example - our 
Jewish clients don't have to worry 
about looking for a huppah. they 
can rent one from us." Colden Cate 
Stud ios offers two differem styles 
of huppnhs. Jay will transport the 
huppah to the wedding location, set 
it up, and decorate it in the appro
priate floral color theme and design. 
After the wedding, Jay will break it 
down and remove it. 

1ltis philosophy of providing 
their customers "an uncompromis
ing level of quali ty and design at 
an affordable cost" combined with 
complete wedding flora l services is, 
Jay believes, what sets Colden Cate 
Studios apart from most other flo
rists. "M any fl oral firms think that 
their services end once they drop 
off the florals at the wedding venue. 
"We remain at the venue the entire 
wedding day, providing full floral 
services and support to the entire 
bridal party," said Jay. Colden Cate 
Studios was also a pick for "Best of 
Weddings" by the wedding Web 
site, 'Jl1e Knot (www.thek.not.com), 
for three consecutive years. 

It was the Lanes' own nuptials 
that inspired them to launch Colden 
Gate Studios. "Our marriage on 
Labor Day weekend in 2003 really 
gave us a lot of insight, ideas and 
tips-for-success lo share with our 

bridal clients," 
said Jay. "W hen 
they sit down with 
us for their free 
consultation, we 
bring a combined 
total of 42 years 
of experience in 
the wedding and 
special event floral 
industry to the 
table." 

Colden Cate 
Studios' new 

/Golden Gate Studioi 

vVcb site is a vast 
source of ideas fo r 
potential brides 
and grooms. It 
features a !most 
400 photos, and a 
45-minute video 
of different wed
dings and room 
uplightings, one of 
the fastest grow
ing trends in the 
wedding industry. 
"Fifty percent of 
today's weddings 
will have accent 
lighting in the 
room that will 
make it a special 
event," said Jay. 

A NEWPORT RESORT with uplighting and other special effects 
by Golden Gate Studios 

C olden Cate Studios offers outdoor 
lighting such as rice paper globes 
that come in a variety of sizes, 
shapes and colors. "\,Ve take great 
personal p1ide in the wedding floral 
and uplighting services we provide 
to our clients," he said, "all designed 

with just one purpose in mind: to 
help take the stress out of at least 
one important step in their wedding 
planning process." 

For a free consultntum with Golden 
Gate Studios, contact Jay Lane nf 461-
2299 or goldengatestudio@aol.com. 

For ideas about wedding florals, 

v ideos of weddings, and videos of room 
uplighting, visit www.goldmgatestu
dio.com. 

NancyAbeshaus is a .freelance writer 
based in South Kingstuwn. 
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