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ELENA KAGAN 

Nod would 
put third 
Jew on 

Supreme 
Court 
Kagan was 

Obama colleague 
at University of 

Chicago 
BY RON l<AMPEAS 

WASHINGTON QTA) - Elena 
Kagan would make it three - three 
women and three Jews on the U.S. 
Supreme Court for the first time in 
its history. 

President Obama, announc
ing Monday the nomination of 
his solicitor general to fill retir
ingJustice John Paul Stevens' seat 
on the Supreme Court, made one 
historical element of the nomi
nation explicit; the other was 
implied. 

"She would relish, as I do, the 
prospect of three women taking 

See KAGAN, Page 9 
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MARISA GARBER EMBRACES her children, Tessa, left, Sandy and Joey Gamm, 
at the JFRI Annual Meeting. 

Moving (Jewish) Rhode Island forward 
Speakers enlighten, 
challenge, provoke 
audience at ]FRI's 
annual meeting 

BY NA NCY KIHSCII 

nkirsch@JFRI.org 

PROVIDENCE - "Life must be 
understood backward and lived 
forward," said Stephen Silberfarb, 
quoting S0ren Kierkegaard before 

he introduced the panelists at 
the Jewish Federation of Rhode 
Island's QFRI) annual meeting on 
the evening of Monday, M ay 4 at 
the Jewish Community Center of 
Rhode Island QCCRI). 

The panelists - Lt. Governor 
Elizabeth Roberts, businessman 
and entrepreneur Saul Kaplan, 
and United Way of Rhode Island 
Executive Director and Chief 
Executive Officer Anthony (Tony) 
Maione - spoke engagingly 
and provocatively on the topic, 

"Moving Rhode Island Forwasd." 
Rhode Island faces a shrinking 

population, a K-12 school system 
in need of reform, an unfavor
able tax and business climate and 
entrenched thinking, said Silber
farb, JFRI's executive vice presi
dent and chief executive officer. At 
the same time, he asked, how can 
we stop talking about the nega
tives and stast working together on 
solutions to move forward? 

See FROM, Page 18 

March of the Living teaches us to 'never forget' 
Participants 

experience spirituality, 
gratification and 

I ·-··=,,,.-,. self-empowerment 

/ Shari W einberger 

CHLOE EDMONDS, seated in front, is on an Israeli tank in Latrun 
surrounded by her New England March of the Living Friends. 

Bv CHLOE R. EDMONDS 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

NEVER FORGET. 
That's what kids 
today are taught 
when learning about 

the H olocaust and genocide. 
The sheer mass of the loss in the 
Second W orld War is taught 
through pictures, lectures, and 
facts, but what happens when 

See MARCH, Page 32 

MARTY COOPER 

Poverty 
conference 

draws 
diverse 
crowd 

Gubernatorial 
candidates face 
children s issues 

Bv NA NCY Krnsc11 

nkirsch@JFRl.org 

PROVIDENCE - Six middle
aged white men walk into a casino ... 
It's not the beginning of a risque 
joke; six middle-aged (give or take) 
white men, gubernatorial candidates 
all, comprised the panelists at a 
forum sponsored by the Interfaith 
Coalition to Fight Poverty with 
Faith (the Coalition), co-founded by 
the Community Relations Council 
(CRC) of the Jewish Federation of 
Rhode Island QFRI). The Coalition 
sponsored its second annual 110ne 

See FLAM. Page 33 

We need you! 
Please help support The Jewish 
Voice & Herald. 
When you donate to our 
Patron Campaign, you help 
ensure that our high-quality, 
award-winning paper will 
continue to bring you "all the 
news for all the Jews of greater 
Rhode Island." It's simple to 
donate: Online at www.jfri. 
org, or use the enclosed Patron 
envelope. See page 17 for more 
information. 

Thank you. 
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Rethinl<lng congregations 
Elie Kaunfer's book 

on minyanim 

Bv Jo11 N T. LANDBY 

Special to 7he Voice & Herald 

ELIE KAUNFER may 
be a familiar name to 
many readers. The son 
of Alvan Kaunfer, for

merly Temple Emanu-El's long
time associate rabbi , he followed 
in his father 's footsteps and was 
ordained in the Conservative 
movement. 

Rather than taking a pu lpit, 
though, he's gone in the opposite 
direction: Teaching congregants 
to lead from the bimah them
selves . His book, Empowered 
Juda ism: What Independent M in
yanim Can Teach Us About Build
ing Vibrant Jewish Communities, 
argues that the future of Judai sm 

~. 

ELIE KAUNFER 

only way to get large numbers 
mingling on a regular basis, and 
therefore ensu re Jewish conti-

torches." 
Instead, he and others argue 

for better meaning: Provide a 
rich array of offerings for people 
to discover the richness of ou r 

assimilatio n, even if 
they marry other Jews. 
These proponents 
want in-depth edu
cation and worship 
to be more than 
tiles in the mosaic 
of prog rams; they 
want these to 

is in empowering ordinary ----------------- have prior
ity. people to worship without 

clergy, not in strengthening 
the rabbinate or other insti
tutions . 

H e takes a strong posi
tion in the ongoing debate 
on how to attract people 
dropping out of Jewish life. 
One side argues for better 
programming: Offer a wide 
variety of engaging and effi
c iently presented activities 
to attract people who aren't 

"Elie Kaunfer wants 
clergy and other staff to 
be less the performers in 
Jewish life, and more the 

U n Ii k e 
o t h e r 
proponents 
mea ning ful content, how
ever, Kaunfer seeks a radica l 
empowerment of ordinary 
people. While applauding 
the rise in adult education 
during the past few decades, 
these offer, he says, merely a 
digest of what someone else 
has glea ned from the tradi-

teachers and facilitators so 
congregants can do most 
of the work themselves." 

already involved. 
These activities might have 

nothing to do with Judaism per 
se, as long as people come. Pro
ponents argue that this is the 

nuity. Kaunfer ca ricatures the 
approach as, "If flaming torches 
will get Jews to date and marry 
each other, let's fund the fl aming 

tion. Much of the power of 
studying the tradition, he con
tends, comes from confronting 
the text directly in H ebrew and 
dealing with surpri sing or puz-
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zling points, points that, when 
pondered, ca n strike a chord in 
different readers according to 
their circums tances. 

Much of the power of prayer, 
he says, comes from 

parti c ip ati ng 
in the fu ll trad itional ser-
vice . H e argues that at tending 
the most beautifu l service or 
profound lecture can never touch 
the heart as deeply as worship or 
study that a person does him or 
herself. 

M ost of this brief book focuses 
on the independent minyanim, 
or worship groups, that Kaunfer 
says best exemplify this empow-

erment. After helping es tablish 
one such minyan in New York 
City in 2001 and seeing it imi
tated elsewhere, he co-founded 
an institute , M echon H ada r, to 
promote them further. (This was 
also why he went to seminary.) 
The book is part of that ca m-

paign, both to explai n 
the phenomenon and to 

save other pioneers from 
having to reinvent the 

wheel. 
1hese g roups run services 

without clergy or other staff; 
minyan-goers do everything. 

They usually rent their space 
and co me together on ly fo r 
Shabbat services and Torah 

study, often only once or twice 
a month . Some members might 
belong to a synagogue for ser
vices the res t of the yea r while 
finding their main relig ious con
nection in the minynn. 

Minyan im typically offer 
something close to a full Ortho
dox service, including the entire 
weekly Torah portion, but fully 
ega litarian (women ca n lead) 
and with new melodies. Why 
this particu lar mi x of traditional 
and new shou ld work well, while 
others such as a shorter service or 
the use of some English would 
not, the book doesn't effectively 
address. 

Even the most devoted 
synagogue-goer might find the 
book's descriptions of minyanim 
refreshing, as thei r energetic and 
devoted cadre of young volunteers 

See INDEPENDENT, Page 23 
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'Tolerance Team' in Narragansett High School 
Narragansett 

students address 
issues of racism, 
anti-Semitism 

BY A ' CY KIRSCH 

nkirsch@JFRI.org 

NARRAGANSETT - Can you 
imagine being a Jewish student 
in high school facing anti
Semitic taunts such as "H ei l, 
Hitler" salutes and swastikas on 
the bathroom walls? 

Last year, some Narragansett 
High School students didn't have 
to imagine those experiences -
they faced them head on. When 
parents, staff and the Jewish 
Federation of Rhode Island's 
(]FRI) Community Relations 
Council (CRC) heard the news, 
they swung into action (See "The 
Community Relations Coun
cil acts swiftly to counter anti
Semitism," by Nancy Kirsch, in 
the Dec. 11, 2009 issue). 

Since then, school leaders and 
students have been meeting, 
in small g roups and with other 
leaders, such as Marty Cooper, 
the CRC director; the Rever
end D r. Don Anderson, from 
the Rhode Island State Council 
of Churches; Scott and Angela 
Libman, concerned parents of 
Narragansett High School stu
dents; and Toby Ayers, execu
tive director of Rhode Island for 
Community & Justice (RIC]) a 
nonprofit organization that pro
motes and embraces diversity, to 
develop school-wide programs to 
tackle the problem. 

At an all-school assembly on 
April 14 - the first such meeting 
since the small groups had met 
- faculty, staff and student lead
ers showed YouTube videos that 
Ayers called "extremely power
ful." Some addressed diversity 

/ RICJ 

From left, Katherine Sipala, superintendent of the Narragansett School Department, Malinda Bridges of 
Rhode Island for Community & Justice {RICJ) and Rhode Island College, and Nanda Shewmangal of RICJ. 

and racism, while others focused 
on bullying and what students 
can do to stop it. 

The program was held around 
the same time that news swept 
the country about a teen-
age girl in Mas-
sachusetts who 
co mmitted 
suicide after 
experiencing 
re l entless 
b ull ying. 
Accord
ing to some 
who were 
present (this 
reporter could 
not attend), the 
prog ram's message was 
d irect: "We need to be toler
ant, our behavior matters and 
our attitude matters." 

Cooper noted that six million 
people, according to one video, 

experience bullying each year. 
Although it was purely coinci
dental t hat the event was held 
during H olocaust Memorial 
Week, he said, "I immediately 

thought of the Holo
caust when I heard 

six million 
people." 

T h e 
as s em
bly also 
i nclud e d 
presenta 

tions from 
student mem

bers cin the Tol
erance Team, a 

group that will meet 
monthly with Dan Warner, 

the school principal, and serve 
as positive role models and men
tors for other students on diver
sity and tolerance issues; RICJ 

staff member Nanda Shewman
gal; and Malinda Bridges, a 
biracial student at Rhode Island 
College; among others. 

Bridges, in describing her 
personal experiences, told the 
audience, "I'm a triplet and one 
of six people of color who was 
in my class at Coventry High 
School. Three of us graduated -
you do the math." 

In follow-up phone inter
views, Warner and other staff 
members shared their thoughts 
about the day's events. 

"The audience response was 
positive," said Warner. "We felt 
very good about what the kids 
had heard and their response 
to the assembly. The principal 
of the middle school and Kath
erine Sipala, the school dis
trict's superintendent were both 

See YOUTH, Page 26 
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FROM THE 

ExEcUTIVE EDITOR 

Plagiarism? 
No worries, 

honest! 

I WANT TO be healthy and get some 
exercise - so, in the interest of expe
dience, this column - full and fair 
disclosure - is plagiarized. But, don't 

worry - I am only 'plagiarizing' my own 
words - those given at the May 6 Michael 
P. Metcalf Award breakfast. Without fur
ther ado, my comments, with some slight 
edits, follow: 

I was honored to be chosen again as a 
Metcalf Award winner (given for excel
lence in fostering understanding and 
goodwill) this year. It's the third consecu
tive . year that Ihe Jewish Voice & Herald 
has won this award from Rhode Island for 
Community &Justice, though it's the first 
time that I stand before you as the execu
tive editor of a paper that reaches more 
than •20,000 people throughout greater 
Rhode Island. In fact, we have subscribers 
in 36 states! 

When I sat down to evaluate which sto-

MICHAEL P . M ETCALF 
MEDIA AWARD 

' iJl1rJcivisl)tlnicr,llftt.:rlh 
"}Jmsyrrtwu on Dwm1lt1( 

r-r.. .... ..dro, 
&~lli.'flv,, in F<.1$kring 

Undo1'lltlladullf and Goodwill 
:\fay6,2010 

ries we wanted to submit for consideration 
for the award, I realized that, by its very 
nature, Ihe Jewish Voice & Herald is filled 
with stories about diversity. W e initially 
chose 20 stories and, from those, win
nowed the list down to submit six stories 
that became the award-winning package. 

Writing about diversity is what we do -
whether it's the diversity of a Muslim phy
sician working side-by-side with Christian 
and Jewish doctors at The Miriam Hospi
tal or the diversity of a young man, with 
multiple special needs, who went above 
and beyond to overcome those challenges 
and celebrate his bar mitzvah. 

I feel extraordinarily blessed that people 
allow us to intrude into their lives, to probe 
and query, to ponder and question. With
out their gracious willingness to expose 
them selves to us, as reporters, editors and 
columnists, our newspaper would be a far 
less meaningful read. 

I share this award with my fellow writ
ers. The six writers whose stories were 
submitted are a diverse group: A former 
corporate attorney turned writer (me); 
two university professors Gosh Stein and 
Marcy Brink-Danan), a student at Brown 
University (Philip Eil), a 12-year-old girl 
(Merci Pauline) and one professional jour
nalist (Mary Korr). A diverse group writ
ing about diversity - what could be more 
apropos? 

To my colleagues here today - Leah 
Camara and M arty Cooper; my boss, Ste
phen Silberfarb; members of the editorial 
board - thank you for keeping me on track 

See METCALF, Page 6 

IT SEEMS To ME 

Uncovering our blind spots 
Professor David Carlin's 
column is mean-spirited 

and insulting UST APRJL 10 an oped appeared 
n 7he PrO'Vidence j ournal under the 
eadline, "Gays, who hurt priest

hood, now aim for military." The 
author, David Carlin, is a professor of sociol
ogy and philosophy at the Community College 
of Rhode Island and former Senate majority 
leader of our state legislature. 

Rarely have I read a column so mean
spirited, so gratuitously insulting to a large 
segment of our community, so replete with 
non-sequiturs. 

Rabbi Jim 
Rosen6erg 

While Carlin's subject is 
allegedly the U.S. military's 
"don't ask, don't tell" policy 
(DADT), his column turns 
out to be a disjointed tirade 
aimed at all those whom 
he deems to be "enemies 
of traditional Christian
ity" - liberals, secularists, 
and, of course, gays. Carlin 
insists, for example, that 
political liberals who sup-
port DADT are "generally 

unsupportive of the military. They are great 
believers in 'diplomacy,' which they feel makes 
the United States' military force rarely needed." 
By what bizarre twist oflogic does support for 
diplomacy translate into lack of support for 
the military? Our nation's foreign policy has 
long relied upon a mixture of diplomacy and 
military force - "diplomacy by other means," as 
some have called it. 

Carlin goes on to assert - without even a 
hint of evidence - that the liberals' "wish to 
legitimize homosexuality is tantamount to 
delegitimizing traditional morality, otherwise 
known as old-fashioned Christian morality." 
Not content with showing his contempt for 
liberal supporters of DADT, Carlin feels the 
need to include this truly weird paragraph in 
the midst of his diatribe: "For the sake of argu
ment, let's conclude that sexually active gays 

have a human right to serve in the military. 
This right is absolutely guaranteed by DADT. 
What is not guaranteed is a riht of a gay sol
dier to notify his comrades tliat he is gay, for 
instance by boasting of his conquests last night 
at a gay bar." 

And if all this gay-bashing is not enough, 
Carlin goes on to blame gays for the shortage 
of priests in the Catholic church!! "As more 
gays came to populate Catholic seminaries, 
fewer "straights" were willing to do so, and 
fewer orthodox Catholic families were will
ing to encourage their sons to enter the priest
hood. This helps explain the 'priest shortage' 
that currently afflicts the Catholic Church." 

"lf we all become more 
sensitive to our potentia1 
b1ind spots, we can avoid 
the destructive effects of 
ground1ess hatred. What 
we need now is not more 

heat but more 1ight." 

Carlin concludes his attack on his enemies' 
list by suggesting - "we can't be sure, since we 
can't see the future; but it's a real possibility" -
that the repeal of "don't ask, don't tell" might 
well create a soldier shortage in our military by 
driving "straight" men and women into non
military lines of work. 

I assume that D avid Carlin is not usually as 
unintelligent and irrational as he presents him
self in his column. After all, he has earned the 
right to instruct college students in the fields 
of sociology and philosophy. Moreover, at 
one time he had earned sufficient respect from 
his colleagues in the Rhode Island Senate for 
them to elect him their majority leader. Surely 
he does not usually equate hurling insults with 
developing a cogent argument; surely he knows 
that name-calling is no substitute for thought-

ful debate. It must be that some deeply felt pas
sion that Carlin cannot clearly articulate, some 
emotional blind spot, has compelled him to 
write a column of such monumental incoher-
ence. 

What might we in the Rhode Island Jewish 
community learn from Carlin's column? We 
can remind ourselves that we all have our blind 
spots and that our blind spots lead us to saying 
things that are at best merely foolish and at 
worst hurtful and destructively divisive. Just 
listen to ourselves whenever we try to engage 
in serious discussion of our relationship with 
Israel. Bring up the manifold issues in the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict, and those of us on 
the left, on the right, or in-between tend to talk 
past each other rather than to each other. 

It certainly does not advance mutual under
standing · when some members of the Jewish 
community have the temerity to label those 
of us who support a particular version of the 
two-state solution as self-hating Jews or even 
apostates. Others in our community continue 
to refer to President Obama as "the Jew-hat
ing @#%& (expletive deleted)" because of the 
stance he has taken vis-a-vis the settlements. 
I have recently asked to be removed from 
an email "discussion" group because of the 
increasing vile and violent rhetoric. Indeed, a 
major synagogue in the Boston area has felt 
the need to engage an outside group facilita
tor in the wake of the hissing and booing that 
erupted during a session on the Arab-Israeli 
conflict. 

Our Talmud (Yoma 9b) tells us that the 
Second Temple was destroyed as a result of 
sinat chinam, groundless hatred. As we con
tinue to debate our federal government's 
involvement with the State oflsrael, let us pay 
more attention to what we say and how we say 
it. If we all become more sensitive to our poten
tial blind spots, we can avoid the destructive 
effects of sinat chinam. What we need now is 
not more heat but more light. 

fames B. Rosenberg is rabbi emeritus at 
Temple Habonim in Barrington. Contact him at 
rabbiemeritus@templehabonim.org. 

-----Letters to The Editor----
Teach your children 

Thank you for Josh Stein's opinion piece 
("Jewish students demonstrate appalling 

lack of awareness,") in 7he Voice & Herald on 
April 30. 

In his piece, Stein wrote, "Let us explore 
Palestinian textbooks and TV; then we'll know 
better." 

I agree. Countries and peoples may lie to the 
world to accomplish their aims, but they always 
teach the truth to their own children. 

I would personally like to make a comprehen
sive review of what is being taught to Palestin
ian children, but I don't know where to begin. 

Could you tell me where I could find the 
resources to make a comprehensive review of 
what the Palestinian Arabs are teaching their 
children? 

Yehudah Selinger 
Barrington 

Editors Note: Josh Stein provided Selinger 
with these references: 
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/ 
Peace/patextl.html 
http://www.foxnews.com/ 
story/0,2933,263666,00.html 

Stein should be less appalled 
T}erhaps Josh Stein should be less appalled Stein presents. One can forgive such young 
rand more sympathetic to what he consid- people, born years after Earl Shorris' wonder-
ers a "lack of awareness" on the part of some ful, if forgotten, critique of Jewish neo-conser-
Jewish undergraduates ("Jewish students dem- vatism,]ews Without Mercy, for wondering how 
onstrate appalling lack of awareness," in the a Jew who values the Torah and the Talmud 
April 30 issue). could be anything less than appalled by Israeli 

C ertainly one can forgive American Jews political leadership during their lifetime. And 
born around 1990 for being puzzled that a one can forgive these young people for failing 
concern for the plight of the Palestinians, and to see how a deep concern for Palestinian well-
a profound disappointment with the political being can be any less productive oflsraeli well-
and military behavior of the Israelis, should being than the failed strategies of their elders. 
prompt the sort of Hitler-laced scolding that Finally, one can forgive American Jews 

wwwjvhri.org 

of any age for being appalled at the ease with 
which writers like Stein invoke the horrors 
Hitler and the Nazis. Perhaps contemporary 
student struggles with "Jewish identity" show 
a greater awareness than Stein would like to 
believe. 

Roger B. Blumberg 
Providence 

More Jewish merchants in 
South Providence 

Iwas sorry to have missed the letter to the 
editor ("Remembering days gone by" by 

Norm Belski) in the April 2 issue of 7he Voice 
& Herald. I am sure I would have enjoyed 
reading Mr. Bolski's letter to the editor and 
then discussing it further with my father. 

I did notice, though, in the April 30 letter 
to the editor ("Willard Avenue was filled with 
Jewish merchants" by Sherwin Zaidman), that 
my grandparents' store was not mentioned in 
the list of merchants. Ida and Morris Lury 
ran a grocery store and my father, Nate Lury, 
worked there. I am. sure he could provide 
additional names of storeowners on Willard. 

Gail Lury Johnston 
Warwick 

See MORE LETTERS, Page 6 
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FROM THE OLD OLNErn 

Food, glorious - or not so glorious - in Israel 
Does deli food salamis on rye, one tongue, two corn there are Ashkenazi Jews in Israel countries. down version of a deli. Where are 

beefs and a side of fries." The official who would have brought the recipes Those who skipped the opportu- the sweaty old Jews?" he said. "But 
delightjsraelis? drinks were Dr. Brown's Cel-Ray or and the skills to make corned beef, nity of coming to the land where the for Israel it's not bad. It's what you'd 

root beer. pastrami, tongue, knishes, etc. from streets were paved with gold {also expect a satisfactory Tel Aviv take 

T!RED OF READING 
yet again about narrowly 
beating back divestment 
proposals in California 

universities, (Berkeley and San 
Diego) by student government, I 
turned to the Forward for escapist 
folderol. Amidst the discussion of the 
serious and the portentous, I found 

Tosh 
Stein 

an article that 
surprised, yet 
rekindled memo
ries of my Brook
lyn youth. 

I lived on 
Avenue M, just 
off East 27th 
Street which, 
when cars were 
not intruding, was 
also our stickball 

and sewer-to-sewer ,touch football 
playground. Farther down Avenue M 
was a shopping district that included 
a couple of bakeries (Ebinger's and 
the Elm), a movie theater (also called 
the Elm), a pizzeria, a Chinese res
taurant and an Italian one, a toy store, 
grocery stores, an appetizer store, and 
two kosher delis, these latter a veri
table foretaste of the world to come. 
One was the Palace, the other must 
have had a name, but I can't recall it. 

In the delis, everyone knew what 
everyone else had ordered as the wait
ers would shout to the kitchen, ~Two 

Jewish American 
opinion is not 

monolithic 

W AT WITH 
HE recent con
etemps between 

he Israeli govern
ment and the Obama administra
tion, the J Street "question" has 
taken on great urgency. Actually, 
there are three central questions 

Le~~an
Wilzig 

here: legitimacy, 
r epresentative
ness and utility. 

First, can a 
Jewish-American 
lobby that does 
not see eye-to
eye with Israel, 
and is willing 
to publicly criti
cize the Israeli 

be government, 
considered legiti
mate? My answer 

is an unequivocal "yes." Indeed, 
that role is quintessentially Jewish 
- we have been a people of protest 
at least from the time Abraham 
confronted God over his pos
sibly killing "upright people" in 
Sodom and Gomorrah. M ore
over, the Talmud established a 

In the summers, walking home Eastern Europe. Turns out, accord- known as the Lower East Side) going on the food would be. I'll be back 
from the elevated subway stop on ing to Gil Shefler who wrote the instead straight to Palestine couldn't 
East 16th Street, from what- --- ----------------- bring what they didn't 

ever my summer job in the "Ashkenazi Jews in lsrael would have, so yes there are 
City was {we called Man- plenty of falafel joints, and 
hattan "the City") I'd stop at have brought the recipes and hummus is not unknown 
the deli whose name I can't but only recently has the 
remember and buy a knish or the skills to make corned beef, deli arrived. 
a hotdog with mustard and t • t k • h t So the question is how 
sauerkraut on a roll and eat it pas raml, ongue, nlS es, e C. good is Ruben the delica-

on the way home. from Eastern Europe." tessen? Sheller (I picture 
Such a street scene was him in my mind as munch-

duplicated on avenues J and ing on a knish) conducted 
U and on Kings Highway, so piece under review, that yes, there an unscientific survey: 
I assumed this was the norm in the are Ashkenazi Jews in Tel Aviv, but A recent immigrant from Washing-
Jewish world. You can then imagine deli fare was not Eastern European in ton, D.C., who grew up on cold cuts 
my shock when I read in the Forward origin; it was American' Who knew? from Katz's Kosher Supermarket in 
that a kosher deli in Tel Aviv called The idea wasn't brought over to New Rockville, Md., gave it a measured 
Ruben, was the first of its kind in the York from the old countries; it was seal of approval. "The atmosphere's 
country! How could that be? Surely invented by immigrants from the old a bit odd: It's like a chic, scaled-

REFLECTIONS OFIIN ISRAEL 

Is J Street the right avenue? 
cardinal principle ofJewish argu
mentation: 11elu v'e/u divrei Elohim 
khayim" {both contradictory 
opinions are the word of God). If 
done out of true concern for the 
issue in question {whether theo
logical or political), then from a 
Jewish perspective, voicing one's 
oppositional opinion is actually 
incumbent on those that think 
differently. 

Second, is J Street representa
tive of American Jewry? That's 
more of an empirical question, 
but as a political scientist I would 
venture to say that at the least, 
Jewish-American public opin
ion is not monolith ic. In fact, 
the more vociferous, pro-Israeli 
policy supporters might be the 
loud minority as opposed to the 
more quiescent {and overall, 
probably less committed) Jewish 
majority. But the issue here is 
not numbers - after all, Jewish
Americans don't vote in Israeli 
elections. They do vote in Ameri
can elections, though, and insofar 
as the J Street {and AIPAC) lob
bying efforts are directed at the 
U.S. government, one can hardly 
argue that they do not represent 
anyone among American Jewry. 
Of course, just how many are rep
resented, time will tell - either J 
Street expands its membership or 

it doesn't. That's the real {Ameri
can) test for how representative a 
pressure group is in fact. 

Third, what about utility? As 
the saying goes, "l s it good for the 
Jews?" Here I believe the answer 
is: "which Jews?" It seems to me 
that J Street is good for Israeli 
Jews {whether they like it or not) 
but less so for American Jewry. 
Let's take the latter first. 

As a small numerical minor
ity in American society (2 per
cent and declining), Jews have 
been extraordinary fortunate in 
wielding power in great part {but 
certainly not only!) as a result of 
the electoral college system in 
which most Jews happen to live 
{and vote) in the largest states. 
Moreover, the perception that 
Jews vote as a relatively mono
lithic bloc, in large part on the 
Israel issue, has only reinforced 
Jewish political power. H owever, 
once that monolithic facade is 
broken O Street), candidates for 
the presidency might view the 
"Jewish vote" as far less unified 
and therefore less to be concerned 
about. (Again, this does not deny 
many other factors behind Jewish 
influence: very high education 
rates; strong economic profile; 
concentration in influential pro
fessions, e.g. media; etc.) 
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However, the perception of 
unfettered "Jewish power" is 
precisely what has led the Israeli 

"J Street is good 
for lsrae1i Jews 

(whether they like 
it or not) but less 
so for American 

Jewry." 

government to ignore U.S. pres
sure to change its policy. Let me 
be candid here. On the one hand, 
it is the Palestinian side that has 
been most to blame for the lack 
of peace progress over the years 
- from the Arab nations' refusal 
to accept the U. N. Partition Plan 
in 1947, to the Khartoum three 
"nos" in 1967, to Arafat's turn
ing down Prime Minister Barak's 
very generous peace proposal 
in 2000-01 (President Clin
ton explicitly pointed the finger 
at Arafat as the obstacle in the 
way of a treaty), to Abbas' recent 
non-response to Prime Minister 
Olmert's equally generous peace 

because the meat tastes fine and I love 
my pastrami." 

An immigrant from London was 
even less enthusiastic (if you can 
imagine). While acknowledging that 
some guys from Long Island liked 
the place, "For me," he said, "the 
sandwich here pales in comparison 
to the salt beef sandwiches served at 
Bloom's in Golders Green, mostly on 
account of the bread." 

So a mixed reception ranging from 
"not so great" to "poor" - from the 
mavens who grew up with deli. 

To compound the negativity, food 
critic Janna Gur doubts the business 
plan. "Ruben is a fun place which 
serves good food, but I find it hard 
to believe deli foods will gain wide
spread popularity in Israel - it just 
doesn't fit the mentality." Maybe, but 
maybe Israelis are not the prime audi
ence. 

You and I, Jews from America 
(especially refugees from New 
York or Chicago or Montreal) 
who, on a visit to the Holy Land 
hunger for corned beef on rye with 
a gleze/ Dr. Brown's are, I imag
ine, the real sought after market. 
OK; next week, it's back to serious 
discussion of the world and its Jews. 

Josh Stein is a professor of history of 
Roger Williams University. Contact 
him at jstein@rwu.edu. 

proposal offer. 
On the other hand, the Israeli 

government has also tended to do 
things in shortsighted fashion, 
even when the other side shows 
signs of flexibility and willing
ness to move forward. 

Thus, a different voice on this 
issue within the U.S. - among 
"our own" - is probably a good 
thing in that it puts the Israeli 
government on notice that it 
cannot forever count on blind, 
unthinking support for anything 
and everything that it wishes to 
do. More flexibility and greater 
consideration of America's 
broader interests (which can 
only redound to Israel's benefit 
in the long run) is precisely what 
hubris-driven Israeli politicians 
could use. J Street can serve that 
important function - as long as 
it views the conflict in realistic 
terms, i.e. that the Palestinians 
need to be pressured at least as 
much as Israel. 

Prof Sam Lehman-Wihig 
teaches at Bar-I /an University in 
Israel. In 2008-09 he was a Schus
terman Visiting Professor at Brown 
University. Visit his Web site: 
www.profslw.com. 
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ANOTHER PERSPECTIVE 

Iran is not a nu clear 
~~~~m~tary technol-Reactor not a 

guarantee of 
weapons production 

Bv WILLIAM 0. BEEMAN AND 

BEHRAD NAKHAI 

IS IRAN a year away from 
making a nuclear bomb? 
Israeli officials frequently visit 
Washington to consult on Iran, and 
presumably to renew Israel 's request 
for the administration's blessing to 
bomb Iranian nuclear facilities. 
John Bolton, the former U.S 

ambassador to the U.N., wrote 
in 1he Wall Street journal on Feb. 
11, 2010, that "America's central 
focus must be to prevent Iran from 
obtaining nuclear weapons in the 
first place. Doing so requires deci
sive, and likely military, action 
now, since there is essentially no 
likelihood that an Obama-inspired 
regime of sanctions, will achieve 
that objective." 

Yet there is no proof that Iran 
is engaged in nuclear weapons 
production. Iran has developed a 
reactor, but, like other signatories 
to the nuclear non-proliferation 

Letter to The Editor 
From Page 4 

Wanting peace isn't enough Iudy Kaye's letter in the April Obama's administrators are 
30 issue ("I support Obama on downplaying the use of the words 

srael") deserves to be publicly cri- 'terror' and 'terrorists'? 
tiqued . Does J Street support the Obama is playing 'footsie' with 
fact that: both Syria and Iran, long-time 

Obama never visited Israel post- enemies of both Israel and the 
election even after touring several U.S.? 
Mideast countries? Obama has used some of the big 

Obama, in his Cairo speech, guns of the administration to infer 
stated that, in effect, Israel was that the 'Israeli-Palestinian situa-
created by the world community tion is causing American casualties 
as a result of the Holocaust, ignor- in the Mideast'? 
ing that generations of Jews have American Jewish support has 
returned and settled there? declined significantly since Obama 

Obama bowed to the king of racked up 78 percent of the Jewish 
Saudi Arabia, showing extreme vote in 2008. 
undeserved reverence? It's wonderful to announce that 

Obama and his Cabinet mem- J Street is "pro-Israel and pro
hers came crashing down against peace." Who isn't? However, their 
Netanayu for building 'settlements' views of opening negotiations with 
in East Jerusalem when the last six H amas, declaring that EastJerusa-
U.S. presidents backed Israel in lem is not part oflsrael and endors-
building housing there? ing the Goldstone Report, sounds 

With no press conference or like J Street is more "pro-Palestin-
photo opportunity when Netan- ian" than "pro-Israel." 
yahu visited, Obama's treatment of 
Netanyahu was a complete insult? 

Sy D ill 
Providence 

METCALF: Award is pleasing 
From Page 4 

and reminding me to breathe, 
breathe, breathe. And a special 
thank you to our colleague, Frank 
Zasloff, whose serious illness keeps 
him from being here today. We 
miss you, Frank. 

To Toby Ayers and all the staff 
at the Rhode Island for Commu
nity & Justice, thank you for this 

award. You make writing about 
diversity all the more meaningful. 

Mark Twain, who had his own 
'love affair with Jews,' once said, 
"Writing is easy. You just have to 
cross out the wrong words." 

Thank you for allowing me to 
write, write and write some more. I 
hope that I can continue to always 
- and only - cross out the wrong 
words. 

/Amy Amerantes 

MARY KORR, NANCY Kirsch and Marcy Brink-Danan accept the 
Metcalf Award. 

treaty, it has the right to enrich 
uranium for peaceful purposes. 
Bolton and other military hawks 
in the United States and Israel 
suggest that a "turning point" is 
imminent whereby Iran could 
quickly produce a weapon. But it 
would take years, and many inter
vening steps, for Iran to move from 
its current state of low-enriched 
uranium (LEU) to the production 
of a nuclear weapon. 

ogy. Iran's testing of conventional 
missiles has gone poorly, as in their 
over-hyped "show of strength" last 
July 10, when launches failed and 
had to be "Photoshopped" into 
publicity pictures. 

A nuclear loaded missile is 
a vastly different technological 
accomplishment than a conven
tional missile. An airplane might 
be an alternative delivery mecha
nism, but Iran has no aircraft capa
ble of delivering a sophisticated 
nuclear weapon. 

Iran does not pose an immediate 
danger, the reason is likely politi
cal. Iran is a universally effective 
"bogeyman." No American poli
tician has lost a vote by attacking 
Iran, just as Iranian leaders cover 
up their own political difficulties by 
attacking Israel. 

Israeli politicians can use the 
"Iranian existential danger" as a 
smokescreen to cover their politi
cal disarray and disagreements 
with the Obama administration. 
Successfully hyping the existence 
of a fearsome external enemy is 

quite useful to politicians. 

Getting to high-enriched ura
nium (HEU) requires not only 
enough quality LEU, but also per
fectly-tuned working machin
eries that Iran currently lacks. 
The quality of the Iran's LEU is 
also questionable. "There is no proof that 

lran is engaged in nuclear 
weapons production." 

And if another nation were 
to provide Iran with HEU, 
Iran does not have the capa
bility to assemble a test bomb, 

William 0. Beeman is the 
farmer director of Middle East 
studies at Brown University, 
and currently professor and 
chair of the department of 
anthropology, University of 

let alone a threatening bomb. 
H awks on Iran make it appear 
trivial to assemble a "bomb" once 
HEU is obtained. But the han
dling HEU is not at all trivial. That 
is why the United States, Russia 
and other nuclear nations have 
atomic tests. Once testing begins, 
the bomb-making process could 
never proceed unnoticed - even if 
conducted underground. 

We should remember that 
North Korea's nuclear bomb tests 
were unsuccessful. This may be one 
reason they were willjng to relin
quish their nuclear program. 

Finally, even if Iran were to 
obtain a bomb, it is not clear how 
they could provide a delivery 
system for the bomb with their 

wwwjvhri.org 

It is reasonable to conclude that 
Iran's uranium enrichment efforts 
have so far been elementary -
effectively just practice runs for 
the very lowest levels of enrich
ment. Iran's LEU is currently of no 
practical use except as a means to 
learning the enrichment process. It 
is certainly no cause for a military 
attack. 

Too, the U.S. military is firmly 
opposed to military action. They 
note that an attack wouldn't deter 
Iran in any significant way in its 
nuclear program, and the retali
ation by Iran would inflame the 
region for decad~s. 

Why then all of the politi
cal pressure to bomb Iran? Since 

DryBones .com 

Minnesota. His most recent 
book is The Great Satan vs. The 
Mad Mullahs: How the United 
States and Iran Demonize Each 
Other. 

Behrad Nakhai, who holds a 
Ph.D. in nuclear engineering .from 
the University of Tennessee, cur
rently performs nuclear safety anal
ysis. Formerly a research nuclear 
scientist at Oak Ridge National 
Laboratory, he recently returned 

.from Iran. 
Ibis is an updated version of an 

article that .first appeared in New 
America Media in 2008. 

SEND US 
YOUR 

LETTERS .... 

The Voice & 
Herald welcomes 
letters from our 

readers. 
Send 
letters I (no more 
than 250 
words, 

please} to 
voiceherald@ 
jfri.org or The 
Voice & Herald, 
130 Sessions St., 
Providence, RI 
02906. 

Letters must 
be signed and 
may be edited 
for content and 
length. 
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What will a combined JFRI, JCCRI and BJE look like? 
At town meeting, 

questions asked 
and answered 

BY VOICE & H ERALD STAFF 

voiceherald@JFRl.org 

PROVIDENCE - Leaders of the 
Jewish Federation of Rhode Island 
CTFRI), the Jewish Community 
Center of Rhode Island CTCCRI) 
and the Bureau of Jewish Education 
of Rhode Island (BJE) briefed the 
Community Leadership Council 
(CLC) about the planned integration 
of their agencies. The community 
meeting was held at the JCCRI on 
the evening of April 27. 

The CLC is a forum to discuss 
community-wide issues. It includes 
leaders of synagogues and Jewish 
agencies in greater Rhode Island, 
along with approximately 50 addi
tional at-large members. 

Rabbi Mordechai Rackover, 
Brown University's associate chap
lain for the Jewish community and 
the Brown-RISD H.illel rabbi, 
kicked off the evening by offering a 
biblical commentary on the integra
tion. "It's acceptable - even advis
able - under Jewish law to build the 
new first, then dismantle the old," he 
said, just as JFRI is doing with this 
integration process. "It's more pleas
ing to have one big Megillah reading 
with 100 people present than to have 
10 Megillah readings with 10 people 
at each one," he said, suggesting that, 
with our limited resources, joining 
forces made sense. 

"Three agencies will become 
one, with a single strategic plan," 
explained Leslie Sax, the JCCRI 
interim executive director. "We'll 
merge our mission statements into 
one and the agencies will all have a 
common goal. We plan to keep our 
national memberships as they offer 
guiding principles and support." 

The JFRI and the JCCRI have 
consolidated their accounting pro
cesses, and, more recently, the two 
agencies combined their marketing 
and communications efforts. 

ANSWERING THE 'WHY' QUES'nON 

JFRI President Doris Feinberg 
explained that integrating the three 
agencies into one will result in better 

services, without gaps, to all being 
served. Operating as one entity will 
enable our three agencies to leverage 
our resources more effectively, which 
means better programs and services 
to our community, she said. 

The JFRI will continue to steward 
communal dollars fairly, efficiently 
and in the best way possible, Feinberg 
said. The JFRI is committed to doing 
so, and this integration process will 
help us achieve that goal, she added. 

THE 'nows' OF TIIE PROCESS 

With a wealth of experience in 
nonprofit mergers and Jewish com
munal agencies, Stuart Forman has 
been hired to shepherd the process. 
Forman, JFRI's staff advisor for 
integration, said that an Integration 
Committee, composed of three rep
resentatives from each of the agencies 
involved, has been formed. In addi
tion, several work groups have been 
created to address such key issues as 
legal structure, governance, budget 
and finance, program and person
nel, communications and financial 
resource development. 

Each working group will identify 
the specific issues to be addressed 
and each has a specific, yet flexible, 
timetable to follow. The groups will 
present their req:,mmendations to the 
Integration Committee, which will 
have final authority on the overall 
integration plan, which will then be 
submitted to the individual agencies 
for approval. 

Sharon Gaines, selected by the 
Integration Com(Tlittee to chair the 
group, identified its other members: 
Feinberg, Doug Emanuel CTCCRI 
board president), Minna Ellison 
(BJE executive director), Steve Sil
berfarb CTFRI chief executive officer), 
Sax, Richard Licht, Sam Suls and 
Cheryl Teverow. 

Silberfarb said that the group is 
working hard and at a fast pace with 
the. hope of formally launching the 
new entity early in 2011. He said the 
Integration Committee anticipated 
that the three agencies would begin 
"acting as one as soon as possible, 
beginning with a unified budget, 
which is currently being developed 
and should be ready for implementa
tion this summer." 

/ Nancy Kirsch 

DORIS FEINBERG, president of the JFRI board of directors, speaks 
with Stuart Forman, JFRl's staff advisor for integration, 

at the April 27 community meeting. 

/ Nancy Kirsch 

From left, Barbara Sokoloff, Amy Olson, Susan Leach DeBlasio and David Leach listen 
to speakers at the April 27 meeting. 

Some key questions: 
ct How was the decision made 

to integrate these three agencies? 
A: in July 2008, the JFRI Board 

of Directors adopted a commuhal 
strategic plan, which among other 
things called for transformational 
restructuring of the community. 
It then established a Strategic 
Restructuring Task Force (SRTF), 
made up ofJFRI leaders and others 
who formerly served in senior vol
unteer roles with Jewish agen
cies. The SRTF issued a report in 
December 2009, in which it made 
four recommendations: 

• That the Rhode Island Jewish 
community creates a new commu
nal entity that fully integrates pro
gram delivery and administrative 
functions to provide a continuum 
of Jewish Life and Learning pro
grams and services. Uewish Fed
eration of Rhode Island CTFRI), 
Jewish Community Center of 
Rhode Island CTCCRI), and 
Bureau ofJewish Education (BJE). 

• That the new communal 
entity should engage in discus
sions with the Jewish Commu
nity Day School CTCDS) and the 
Providence Hebrew Day School 
(PHDS) to determine how the 
schools can be part. of an educa
tional continuum for our commu
nity. 

• That the new communal entity 
make available, as appropriate, 
operational resources and services 
to enable partner program and ser
vice providers to benefit from the 
improved operational capacities. 

• That in order to better serve 
the social service needs of our com
munity, there should be a single 
Jewish social service agency pro
vider for the greater Rhode Island 
Jewish Ccommunity. The Task 
Force urges the boards of Jewish 
Seniors Agency GSA) and Jewish 
Family Service CTFS) to rekindle 
negotiations between themselves 
and with any other Jewish social 
service providers that could lead to 
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such a result. The reports and rec
ommendations were then adopted 
by the boards of directors of JFRI, 
JCCRI and BJE, and, on that 
basis, an Integration Committee 
was formed to implement the first 
recommendation. 

Q What will happen with 
allocations? 

A: The allocations system, 
which was revised two years ago, 
will continue to work is it does 
now. The Community Develop
ment Committee (CDC), which 
identifies community needs, rec- · 
ommends allocation of funds to 
qualifying programs and evaluates 
programmatic performance, will 
continue to have primary jurisdic
tion on how funds are distributed. 
The new allocations process pro
vides funding on a program basis, 
not on an agency basis. Each and 
every program, regardless of the 
agency performing the program, 
has to qualify for allocation. 

Q How will the Annual Cam
paign work once the new entity is 
formed? 

A: The Annual Campaign will 
run just as it does now. Monies 
raised currently through the 
Annual Campaign are for com
munal purposes. The integration 
of the JFRI, BJE and JCCRI does 
not change this approach. Cur
rently, JFRI's financial resource 
development team has the respon
sibility of raising Annual Cam
paign funds. In the new entity, 
this team will still have this 
responsibility. And just like the 
current process, all funds rai_sed 
through the Annual Campaign 
are for communal needs, as deter
mined by the CDC. 

ct Are there models of Fed
erations in other cities that have 
done this successfully? 

A: During the past 10 years, 
Jewish communities have been 
increasingly looking at similar 
integrations and consolidations; 

we have looked carefully at these 
and learned from them. In Akron, 
Ohio; Austin, Texas; Louisville, 
Ky; and New Haven, Conn., there 
have been similar consolidations. 
In Baltimore and Washington 
DC, there have been integrations 
of agencies with similar programs 
and services. The bottom line 
is that there are many different 
models but no 'one size fits all.' 

Q How do the Jewish day 
schools fit into this new scheme? 

A: Consistent with the second 
r~commendation in the SRTF 
report, we're looking at creating an 
"educational continuum" involv
ing the JCDS, PHDS and relevant 
programs currently provided by 
BJE and theJCCRI. 

We're in conversations with 
JCDS and PHDS to exp1ore the 
educational continuum, but for 
now, the complexities ~f integrat
ing the JFRI, JCCRI and BJE 
demand our primary focus. 

Q Is the integration of the 
JCCRI, JFRI and BJE focused 
on young people? What about 
seniors? 

A: Integration is about improv
ing programs and services to 
everyone. Helping our seniors age 
with dignity, quality of life and 
opportunities for Jewish enrich
ment has been, and will remain, a 
critically important priority for the 
JFRI. 

At the same time, if we do not 
engage our young people, we have 
no future. Our allocations will 
continue to provide funding to 
meet needs of seniors and young 
people. 

In addition, while the JFRI, 
BJE and JCCRI are in the pro
cess of integrating, JSA and JFS, 
which provide most of the services 
for area seniors, are also discussing 
opportunities for collaboration. 

Stay tuned! 

·1 



PAGE 8 Jewish Voice <\_Herald May 14, 2010 COMMUNITY 
FROM THE F EDERATIO N P RESIDENT 

JFRI is ahead of the change curve 
Times and needs 

are changing 

T HE PAST TWO 
years have been a 
period of marked 
alteration in the way 

the Jewish Federation of Rhode 
Island does its business. With 
the adoption of the new C om
munity D evelopment C om-

----- mittee (CDC) 
allocations pro-

Doris 
Feinberg 

cess, we shifted 
to funding pro
g rams and ser
vices addressing 
specific com-
munity 
rather 
focusing 
resources 

needs, 
t han 
our 
on 

s upp o r t i n g 
agencies. 

At last week's annual meet
ing, our approach was validated: 
A ccording to leaders of Rhode 
I sland's business, nonprofit and 
governmental sectors, we have 
been ahead of the curve. 

It became clear at the annual 
meeting that our adaptability 
has put us ahead of other sectors 
of the Rhode Island economy. 
Since 2008 we have been work
ing on a restructuring of our 
community to provide services 
that are seamless, based on 
communal priorities, efficiently 
delivered , and have maximum 
impact on those we serve. A s 
we learned at the meeting, the 

same kinds of conversat ions 
are now happening all over our 
state. 

W e are adapting our services 
in response to the reality t hat 
the way we live, contribute, par
ticipate , gather information and 
communicate with one another 
is d ramatically different from 
the way we did these things 
even 10 years ago. Yesterday's 
programs will not meet today's 
demands; rather, they will just 
lead to inefficiency, duplicat ion 
and critical needs going unan
swered . A generation ago, for 
exam ple, seniors often moved 
to nursing or ret irement ho mes 
as they aged . Today, many wish 
to "age in place," remaining in 
their own homes for as long as 
possible. This means that , while 
we still have seniors who need 
our help, we must devise new 
means to respond. 

At the other end of the gener
ational spectrum, young adults 
under 40 see the world very dif
ferently than do those in t heir 
50s, 60s and beyond . With no 
personal memory of the H olo
caust or the birth ofl srael, and, 
for the most part , no d irect 
experience of anti-Semitism, 
young adults have priorit ies for 
the Jewish com munity that may 
look very different. That cir
cumstance, too, will shape the 
community's agenda for years to 
come. 

A s a small Federation , we've 
been able to be flexible. Because 
we are consistently ask ing, 

Affordable temporary 
health insurance 
When you' re between permanent health insurance 
plans, Assurant Health Short Term Medical will 
provide the-dependable financial protection you 
need at rates you can afford . 

• Next-day coverage 

• Coverage for 30 to 360 days (varies by state) 

• Flexible plan and payment options 

• You may keep your own doctors 

For more informat ion, contact : 

Brier & Brier 
245 Waterman St. #505 • Providence, Rhode Island • 02906 

Betwf'ell Jobs 

401-751-2990 • Fax: 401-223-3020 

Waiting for 
employer beM{ils 

Tempo1ory or 
seasonal employees Newly Independent 

Aswrant Health is I.he brand name ror- products underwritten and lswe<I ~ Timc 1mi..-ance Compa,ny 
and .Jch'I Al.dffl Life lnsura~ Company. 

J -666,,46 {212009) O 2009 Assurant. Inc. All rlghu. reserved. 

Jalisa grace photography 

SAUL KAPLAN, ANTHONY Maione, Doris Feinberg, Lt. Governor Elizabeth Roberts 
and Stephen Silberfarb at the JFRI Annual Meeting. 

"W hat's our mission and how 
do we get there?" I feel that we 
are headed in the rig ht direc
t ion. Each day, our commu
nity's leaders make decisions 
based on the best information 
available rig ht now. W e are 
trying new things and not a ll 
ot them w ill succeed, but t hat 
is how we learn what works. It's 
the only responsible approach 
in this time of rapid transfor
mation . 

The sometimes di fficult con
versations we are having day 
after day are taking place all 
throughout Rhode I sland and 
all around the United States. 
A s non-profits merge and con
solidate, some programs adapt 
and others may no longer have 

a reason for being. A s Tony 
M aione, president and chief 
executive officer of the United 
W ay of R hode I sland, pointed 
out at the annual meet ing, non
profit mergers "involve people 
with a lot of emotions invested 
[in their programs or agencies]." 
Change can be painful, but not 
to respond to the shifting cir
cumstances all around us would 
be a terrible mistake. Our com
m unity depends on us to keep 
talking to one another, remain 
transparent and to keep sup
porting one another with time, 
energy, ideas and donations. 

For many years, we as a 
Jewish community have suc
cessfully responded to the 
challenges that confronted us 

and I don't expect us to be any 
different today. A lmost 2 ,000 
years ago R abbi Hillel asked , 
"If not now, when?" His ques
tion demands t hat we be ready 
now to use our resources wisely 
and for the g reatest good. Just 
two years into our new strategic 
plan, we are well on our way to 
creating t he Jewish community 
we'll need in the future. We're 
a small Federation that is doing 
great things - and setting an 
example for the rest of Rhode 
I sland. 

D oris Feinberg is the president 
of the Jewish Federation of R hode 
I sland. H er column appears regu
·1arly in The Jewish Voice & 
Herald. 

Save the Date! Save the Date! Save the Date! Save the Date! Save the Date! 

The Alef List: Happenings for Hip Jews 

MARK YOUR C ALENDARS! 

The next Alef List function is Thursday, May 27, 7 pm 

at India, 1060 Hope Street, Providence 

Cash bar, hors d' oeuvres, schmoozing. It'll be funl 

RSVP to Wendy Joering by M ay 26 

Wjoering@jfri.org or 401.421.4111 x169 

www.ShalomRl.o rg 

d ietary laws observed 

Alef List is brought to you by 
the Jewish Federation of Rhode Island. 

wwwjvhri.org 

Jewish 
Federation 
of 
Rhode 
Island 
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Award recipients grateful for honors 
Community leaders, 
educators contribute 

in many ways 

BY VOICE & HERALD STAFF 

Voicehera/d@]FRiorg 

AlFTER THE JEWISH 
Federation of Rhode 
sland annual meeting, 
ward recipients shared 

their thoughts with 1he Voice & 
Herald about being honored. 

EDUCATION AWARD WINNERS 

Rhonda Mills, recipient of the 
Lea Eliash Memorial Teacher 
Award, said, "For 30 years, I have 
been privileged to work in Jewish 
education. I have been fortunate 
to successfully nurture the positive 
Jewish identity of hundreds of stu
dents, while helping them become 

Hebraically and Jewishly literate." 
The Jewish Community Day 

School Judaic studies teacher con
tinued, "I have the chance to cul
tivate future leaders who are the 
promise of the American Jewish 
community. The seeds of what we 
reap in the future are sown today." 

Avis Gunther-Rosenberg, a 
religious school teacher for some 
15 years at Temple Beth-El, is 
also the education director of the 
Friday Group. The recipient of the 
Jenny Klein Memorial Teacher 
Award, she wrote, "I get my award 
just about every Sunday. It's that 
moment when of the students who 
didn't understand suddenly 'gets 
it.' Or when someone who never 
raises his hand becomes animated 
and can't wait to share; even better, 
it's when students turn the tables 
and I learn from them." 

LEADERSHIP AWAllD WINNERS 

/ Rhode Island Scholarship Alliance 

SEATED, FROM LEFT, Lauri Lee, Jewish Communit y Day School 
of RI (JCDS)'s d irector of development; Bruce Wolpert, JCDS 
board president, Irene Rudnick, JCDS assistant head of school; 
and students, Joshua Brandes, Lily Hamin and Molly Usher; 
standing, from left, Larry Katz, Bureau of Jewish Educat ion of 
Rhode Island; Rabbi Peretz Scheinerman, Providence Hebrew 
Day School (PHDS) dean; Moshe Golden, PHDS board president; 
and students: Yit zchak Jakubowicz, Avider Weiner, Rochel 
Lapin, Rochel Golden and Ronit Stukalov attend a May 4 break
fast at the Providence Marriott Hotel. 

Students, faculty 
and boards support 

scholarship tax credits 
PROVIDENCE - Sponsored 
by Rhode Island Scholarship 
Alliance, the May 4 breakfast 
honors the business community 
for their continued support of 
the Corporate Scholarship Tax 
Credit Program. Donors receive 
tax credits from the State of 
Rhode Island for contributions 
that provide s~holarship funds 
for needy students at various 
private schools, including JCDS 
and PHDS. For the first two 
years, (fiscal years 2007 and 
2008), 19 business donors par-

ticipated annually and maxed 
out the S1 million in available tax 
credits, and for the last two years 
(fiscal years 2008 and 2010), 39 
businesses participated. 

The next open period will be 
on July 1, 2010 for state fiscal 
years 2011 and 2012 (as donors 
can opt to make two year com
mitment for a 90 percent tax 
credit; a one year commitment 
yields a 75 percent tax credit). 

For more information, contact 
Larry Katz, at 331-0956, ext. 179. 

Rabbi Elyse Wechterman, of 
Temple Agudas Achim, in Attle
boro, Mass., was given the Mer
rill L. Hassenfeld Leadership in 
Community Service Award. She 
received the award for her service 
with Jewish Family Service OFS), 
and for creating the Kesher Out
reach program, which places JFS 
social workers in area synagogues 
to offer congregants resources and 
other services. 

She said, "I am so glad the work 
of JFS and Kesher is being recog
nized. Especially now, with a dif
ficult economy and recent floods, 
our Jewish community needs to 
do the work of supporting one 
another through helping hands, 
professional resources and local 
connections. This is ahavat Yisrael 
(love of the Jewish people) in its 
most direct sense." 

Susan Gertsacov, the co-chair of 

1,. 

leadership development and educa
tion for JFRI's Young Leadership 
Network and a former Women's 
Alliance vice president for com
munity service, is the recipient of 
the Riesman Leadership Devel
opment Award. She said, "I was 
very surprised and quite humbled. 
Participating in volunteer oppor
tunities has been a way for me to 
be involved after moving here from 
New York. Selfishly, I mostly con
centrate my volunteer efforts in 
areas that directly affect my family 
life, whether it is with the JCCRI 
Early Childhood Committee, The 
Network or with the Women's 
Alliance; I want a bit more for our 
wonderful community that thrives 
on the efforts of so many volun
teers who do incredible work." 

Avi Nevel, recipient of the 
Norman and Flo Tilles Community 
Relations Council (CRC) Award, 

D 

was recognized for his contribu
tions, in his capacity as chair of 
the CRC Israel Task Force, to pro
mote awareness oflsrael and create 
strong programs to link Israel with 
the people of Rhode Island. 

H e wrote, "My late father, Ernst 
David Nebel, immediately after 
his release [from a Nazi slave labor 
camp], set an example for me on 
the importance of volunteering and 
Jewish life. H e passed away when I 
was 4 years of age, but he left me 
a legacy. Israel is free but without 
complete peace with its neighbors 
and the happiness is diluted by the 
daily loss oflsraeli lives while pro
tecting Israel. I am more than ever 
energized to continue to support 
and strengthen the friendship of 
the Jewish community in Rhode 
Island, its citizens and the U.S. 
with the state oflsrael." 

/Official Wh it e House Photo/ Pete Souza 

PRESIDENT BARACK OBAMA meets w ith Solicitor General Elena Kagan in the Oval Office last month. 

KAGAN'S: Senate confirmation hearings expected soon 
From Page 1 Mikva, the Chicago-area former . As dean at H arvard Law, Kagan 

their seats on the Supreme Court federal judge who mentored both sought to redress what she perceived 
for the first time in history," Obama of them as young lawyers making as an ideological imbalance by hiring 
said of Kagan's late mother, who their way in Chicago. Kagan tried conservative professors. 
fought gender discrimination as a to persuade Obama to seek tenure at On Monday, May 10, conserva-
lawyer. the University of Chicago, where he tives issued statements critical of 

The implied reference to Kagan's taught for a time, but he had other Kagan, particularly for resisting 
Jewishness - joining Rut, ,._ ____ _ _______________ .military recruitment at Har-

Bader Ginsburg and Ste- vard because of the military's 
phenBreyer -also arose in "She's intellectually brilliant, discriminatory policies against 

reference to her parents at d 1 ·t • 11 ·ft d t gays. 
the announcement, deliv- an po 1 1Ca Y g1 e a However, U.S. Senator John 

ered at the White House finding common ground Kyl (R-Ariz.), a member of the 
alongside Vice President Senate Republican leadership, 
Joe Biden. Both Obama and finding consensus." told CNN that a filibuster was 
and Kagan referred to her unlikely. Obama wants Kagan 
late parents as "children of Rabbi David Saperstein confirmed by the August con-
immigrants." essional recess. 

The immigrant status Jewish groups that have sur-
of her grandparents, Kagan said, plans. veyed the likely picks - Obama 

Mikva became one of Obama's dl d c h instilled in her parents a belief in the reporte y was own to rour - ave 
most prominent backers as the presi- b h · · b h right of"all Americans, regardless of een ent us1ast1c a out t e prospect 
dent's political career was launched f K d"d their background or beliefs, to get a o a agan can t acy. 
in the mid-1990s. The former1"udge "Sh ' · ell all b illi d fair hearing and an equal chance at es mt ecru y r ant, an 
often would make Obama's case to Ji all f d fi di justice." po "tic y gi te at n ng common 
the Jewish community. d d fi d" " Kagan - whose years in the groun an n mg consensus, 

Kagan, 50, likely would not face R bb" D "d S · I d" upper reaches of academe have not a 1 avt aperstem, w 10 1rects 
Republican opposition in U.S. h R c ' Reli · softened her long, oval New York- t e eiorm movement s g1ous 
Senate confi rmation hearings. A A · C "d h Ob bred vowels - got to know Obama ct1on enter, sat w en ama 
number of leading conservatives · k d K b h" li · through her association with Abner ptc e agan to e is so c1tor gen-
have endorsed her as a moderate. era!. 

wwwjvhri.org 
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Jewish Community Calendar 

Friday Congregation Beth David, 102 Temple Shalom Annual Meet- Shavuot Service outside. 
Kingstown Rd ., Narragansett ing Temple Ema nu-El, 99 Taft Ave ., Congregation Agudas Achim, 

May14 9 a.m. Temple Shalom, 223 Valley Rd ., Providence 901 North Main St., Attleboro, 
More info: 789-3437 Middletown 9:30 a.m. Mass 

Yiddish Shmoozers 7:30 p.m. More info: 331-1616 8 a.m. - registration and break-
Jewish Community Center of Taunton Hebrew School Open 

More info: 846-9002 fast; 9 - 9:30 a.m. - havdalah; 
Rhode Island, 401 Elmgrove House . Shavuot and Yizkor Service 9:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. - mitzvah 
Ave., Providence Congregation Agudath Achim, Tuesday Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard projects; 1 - 2 p.m. - potluck 
9:30 -11 :30 a.m. 133 High St., Taunton, MA Ave., Providence luncheon 

More info: 861-8800 9:30 - 11 :30 a.m. May18 5:30 p.m. More info: 508-222-2243 

K'Tantan Shabbat 
More info: 508-822-3230 More info: 331-6070 Jewish Film Festival: "The Shavuot Observance 

Syrian Bride" Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard Hebrew Play Rhode Island Service followed by dairy des- Celebrate Shavuot 
Ave ., Providence Kickoff Event 

sert and Shavuot night study Reading of the Ten Command- A Druze woman lives in the 
Israeli-occupied Golan Heights, 5:30 p.m. JCCRI Gallery, 401 Elmgrove 

Temple Torat Yisrael, 330 Park ments followed by dairy dinner 
and is engaged to a man from 

More info: 331-6070 
Ave., Providence 

Ave ., Cranston Cha bad Chai Center, 3871 Post Damascus. The wedding must 11 :30 a,m. - 1 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. Road, Warwick take place at the border, and Shabbat Hallelu and High More info: www.hebrewplay. 5:45 - 7:30 p.m. once she crosses into Syria, School Graduation More info: 785-1800 

she will never be able to return org 
More info: 884-7888, www.Rab-Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard 

Erev Shavuot and Confirmation biWarwick.com or rabbilaufer@ home. 
Ave., Providence Temple Beth-El Annual Meet-

Temple Sinai, 30 Hagen Ave ., Temple Habonim, 165 New ing netzero.net 6:30 p.m. - refreshments, Cranston Meadow Rd ., Barrington 
7 p.m. - service 

Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard Shavuot Service and School 
7:30 p.m. Ave., Providence 7 p.m. 

Graduation -More info: 331-6070 4p.m. More info: 942-8350 Temple Torat Yisrael , 330 Park More info: 245-6536 

More info: Rob Massi at331- Erev Shavuot and Confirmation Ave., Cranston 

Monday Family First Early Kabbalat 6070 or Rmassi@temple-beth-
Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard 7:30 p.m. 

Shabbat Service el.org 
Ave., Providence More info: 785-1800 Temple Emanu-EI Alperin 

Holocaust Center Awards May24 
Meeting House, 99 Taft Ave., 5:30 p.m. 

Thursday Providence Art and Writing Contest Awards More info: 331 -6070 JERI Satellite Office Hours 
Ceremony Topic: "Jewish Moms-in 5:45 p.m. 
JCCRI, 401 Elmgrove Ave., Shavuot, Confirmation and May20 Lyric, Lore, and Laughter." 

More info: Rabbi Seltzer at 331- Providence Yizkor JERI Director Susan Adler 
1616 or jseltzer@teprov.org. Temple Habonim, 165 New Shavuot Service and Yizkor and Assistant Director Ethan 5 p.m. 

Meadow Rd., Barrington Temple Torat Yisrael, 330 Park Adler counsel seniors and their 

Saturday More info: 453-7860 
7:30 p.m. Ave., Cranston families. 

9a.m. Sakonnet Bay Manor, 1215 More info: 245-6536 
Main Rd., Tiverton May15 RI Premier of "Off and Running" More info: 785-1800 

Blackstone Valley Visitors' Erev Shavuot Service 10 - 11 :30 a.m. The Miriam Wine & Dine 
Center, 175 Main St. , Pawtucket Temple Ema nu-El, 99 Taft Ave., - Shavuot Service and Yizkor 

More info: Susan Adler at The Foundry, 235 Promenade Providence Temple Emanu-EI, 99 Taft Ave., 621 -5374 or email sadler-jeri@ Street, Providence 6:30 - 9 p.m. 
7:30 p.m. Providence jsari.org. 

6 · 10:30 p.m: $10 
9:30 a.m. More info: 331-1616 Jewish Seniors Agency An-More info: 444-3761 or www. More info: Peg Boyle, at 331-
More info: 331-1616 nual Meeting miriamhospital.org 1244 or Peg@jfsri.org Shavuot Dinner and Sleepover 

Installation of officers and 
Persons of the Year Award Midrasha Graduation and Congregation Beth Sholom, 275 Friday Maurice Glicksman Leadership 
Dinner Teen Recognition Celebration Camp St., Providence 

Award presentation. 
Honoring Rona and Milton Temple Torat Yisrael, 330 Park 8p.m. May21 The Phyllis Siperstein Tamarisk 
Nachbar, installation of Broth- Ave ., Cranston More info: 621-9393 

Temple Torat Yisrael Senior Assisted Living Residence, 3 
erhood officers, scholarship 7 p.m. 

Wednesday Cafe Shalom Dr., Warwick 
awards to graduating students. 

More info: 331-0956 Jerry Columbo performs big 7 p.m. 
Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard 

Holocaust Film band/swing vocalist show. More info: Irene at 351-4750 Ave., Providence May19 
Movie and discussion of 330 Park Ave ., Cranston 

Sisterhood Book Review: 6:30 p.m. Shavuot Service and Yizkor Michele Ohayon's film, "Steal a 11 :15 - n·oon - program; noon - Olive Kitteridge, by Elizabeth $30 Pencil For Me. Congregation Agudas Ac him, kosher lunch Strout More info: Rob Massi at 331- JCCRI, 401 Elmgrove Ave., 901 North Main St., Attleboro, Program is free, $3 suggested Temple Sinai, 30 Hagen Ave., 6070 or Rmassi@temple-beth- Providence MA donation for those 60+ or with a Cranston el.org 
7:30 p.m. More info: 508-222-2243 disability 

7 p.m. Double Chai Dinner $5 in advance; $8 at the door Shavuot Service RVSP for lunch (required): Con-
More info: 942-8350 or www. Honoring Joyce Kelly Temple Torat Yisrael, 330 Park tact Neal or Steve at 781-1771 
TempleSinaiRl.org More info: 861-8800 

Temple Am David, 40 Gardiner Ave., Cranston Temple Torat Yisrael has a 
St., Warwick Monday 9:15 a.m. Senior Cafe lunch Monday Tuesday through Friday every week. 7 p.m. More info: 785-1800 
More info: 463-7944 May17 

Shavuot and Yizkor Service Sunday May25 

Sunday JCCRI Charity Golf Tournament Temple Sinai, 30 Hagen Ave., 
May23 

Environmental Sensitivity 
TPC of Boston, 400 Arnold Cranston Course 

May16 Palmer Blvd., Norton, Mass. 9:30 a.m. Mitzvah Morning 
More info: Lisa Mongeau at More info: 942-8350 A variety of opportunities to Blood Drive & Bake Sale 861 -8800 or lmongeau@jccri.org perform mitzvot - indoors and See CALENDAR, Pa11e 11 

wwwjvhri.org 
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9-week course on environmen
tal issues in Jewish thought. 

The Phyllis Siperstein Tamarisk 
Assisted Living Residence, 3 
Shalom Dr., Warwick 

6:30-8 p.m. 

$50 - entire course including 
text book; $10 - individual ses
sion 

More info: 884-7888 or rabbi
laufer@netzero.net 

Hebrew Free Loan Association 
Annual Meeting 

Jewish Federation of RI Board 
Room, 130 Sessions St., Provi
dence 

7 p.m. 

More info: 331-3081 

Wednesday 
May26 
The Miriam Hospital Women's 
Association Annual Meeting 

The Miriam Hospital, 164 Sum
mit Ave., Providence 

11:30 a.m. 

More info: Mary Ferreira at 
793-2520 

Touro Fraternal Association 
Installation Dinner 

Lodge officers and board mem
bers are installed. 

Touro Hall, 45 Rolfe Square, 
Cranston 

6:30 p.m. 

$15 by reservation, members 
only 

More info: info@tourofraternal. 
org 

Thursday 
May27 
Adoption Options Informa
tional Meeting 

Jewish Family Service, 959 
North Main St., Providence 

6- 7 p.m. 

More info: Peg Boyle at 331 -
5437 or peg@jfsri.org 

Alef List Event 
Cash bar, hors d'oeuvres, 
shmoozing. 

India, 1060 Hope St., Provi
dence 

7 p.m. 

JFRI offers support for 
Emunah Children's Center 

Ce1J,ter offers 
nurturing support 
and practical skills 

BY CLAIRE R OCHE 

croche@bjeri.org 

PROVIDENCE - Donors to the 
Jewish Federation of Rhode Island 
CTFRI) annual community cam
paign do so much good in so many 
places - here at home and overseas. 
The Emunah Children's Center in 
Afula, Israel is one such place. 

For several years now, the 
greater Rhode Island Jewish com
munity has had a relationship with 
the Emunah Center, a day and 
residential facility for at-risk chil
dren. The Emunah Center's choir, 
the Emunotes, has visited and per
formed in Rhode Island, and the 
Center is a frequent stop for Rhode 
Island groups visiting Israel. 

In April, the JFRI board 
approved allocations for the 
2010/2011 fiscal year, which 
included a recommendation by the 
Jewish Peoplehood Subcommittee 
of the Community D evelopment 
Committee (CDC) for a second 
year of funding for a program 
called "It's a D eal." 

Two years ago, with the help 
of the Joint Distribution Com
mittee, which initiated "It's a 
Deal," and with the financial sup
port from our Jewish community, 
Shlomo Kessel, director of the 
Center, began a creative arts pro
gram. At Emunah, "It's a Deal" is 
operated by some of the Center's 
older students, together with a 
local artist. The program encour
ages responsibility and creativity 
and teaches business skills to the 
teens who participate. "It's a D eal" 
provides young artists the oppor
tunity to develop skills and earn 
some money, while also boosting 
their self-esteem, all through the 
design, creation and sale ofJudaica 
and housewares. 

Kessel says that the program 

A YOUNG STUDENT from the Emunah Children's Center embraces 
Providence resident Mike Teitelbaum at the Center in Afula. 

has attracted a number of students 
who were unengaged at the Center 
- students who had not previously 
been attracted to other programs 
and opportunities available to 
them. Much to everyone's delight, 
the program is thriving, and so 
are the students who are partici
pating. Kessel attributes this to 
the comprehensive nature of "It's 
a D eal" - it's an "alefto tav" pro
gram, as he describes it. Students 
are involved in all decision-making 
about what products to design and 
develop, where and how to market 
and sell them, and how to re-invest 
the proceeds. In the process, they 
are developing valuable skills that 
will help them succeed when they 
finish high school and leave the 
Center. 

The Jewish Peoplehood Sub
committee considers building rela
tionship with our overseas partners 
a high priority. As Robbie M ann, 
Subcommittee chair, says, "Fund
ing the programs is important, 
but building direct relationships 
between members of our com
munity and theirs is essential to 
cementing the ties between us." 

In addition to providing $20,000 
in funding for the program, the 
allocation for 2010/2011 includes 
an additional $8,000 for people
to-people exchanges between our 
community and the Center. Plan
ning for that is under way, but will 
include, at the very least, an oppor
tunity locally for our community 
members to support this project 
directly by purchasing items made 
by the students of the Center. 

The work that the · Emunah 
Center does is vital to hundreds 
of children in the Afula/Gilboa 
area, most of whom have nowhere 
else to turn. Shlomo Kessel and 
his team - which includes his own 
family - provide a safe, nurturing 
and loving environment for chil
dren of all ages, and the tools they 
will need to succeed independently 
when the time comes. 

Claire Roche is the director of 
operations at the Bureau of Jew ish 
Education of RI and senior planning 
associate at the ]FRI 

wwwjvhri.org 
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More info: Wendy Joe ring at 
421-4111, ext. 169 or wjoering@ 
jfri.org 

Friday 
May28 
JCCRI Senior Cafe 

Nature writer Todd Mcleish 
profiles 11 humpback whales. 

Noon - 12:45 p.m. -lunch;l2:45 
p.m. - program 

Program is free, $3 suggested 
donation for those 60+ or with a 
disability 

RVSP for lunch (required): Con
tact Neal or Lucy at 861-8800, 
ext. 107 

JCCRI has a Senior Cafe lunch 
every Wednesday and Friday. 

The Voice & Herald 
welcomes calendar 

submissions 
Calendar entries, 

which may be edited for 
content, length and rel
evance, must be submit
ted two weeks PRIOR to 
issue date of the pub
lication. For example, 
calendar entries for our 
May 28 issue must be 
received by May 17. 

Send to voiceherald@ 
jfri.org (ATTENTION: 
Calendar) or by mail, The 
Voice & Herald, 130 Ses
sions St., Providence, RI 
02906. 

Annual luncheon for 
Cranston Senior Guild 

CRANSTON - The Crans
ton Senior G uild will hold its 
annual installation luncheon 
on W ednesday, June 2, at noon 
at the W est Valley Inn in War
wick. 

Rhode Island Lieutenant 
Governor Elizabeth Roberts 
will be the installing officer, 
and entertainment will be pro
vided by Johnny "T " and his 

big band sound. 

1he cost is 118.50 per paid- up 
member, with a choice of chicken 
or fish. For reservations, call Mal 
R oss at 723-8580, or send infor
mation and your check for 118.50 
per paid-up member to Mal R oss, 
115 M arbury Ave., Pawtucket, 
RI 02860. 

China Inn 
a taste of china i11 low11 

Located in downtown Pawtucket, just a few minutes from the 
East Side, C hina lim has received "The Best of' award many 

times from local Rhode Island publications and has built a rep

utation for offering delicious, authentic Chinese cuisine for its 

30 plus years ofbusiness. The classy interior of our restaurant 

helps to create a bright and warm atmosphere that comple

ments the simple, clean decor of the dining area, and which 

makes it stand out among the average C hinese restaurants in 

the surrounding area. 

GIFT CERTIFICATE 

BAR LOUNGE 

PRIVATE PARTIES & BUSINESS MEETINGS 

BANQUET HALL 

For Delicious Take Out o r Delivery Ple,1se Call 401 .723.3960 

We deliver to Pawtucket and East Side 

401.723.3960 I 285 M.1in Slrcct P,u "tuckct, RI 02860 I www.chinainnri.com 
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/ Beth David 

THE KRIEGERS - Hinda, Dr. Steven and Brent on - enjoy t he f estivities at t he Village Inn. 

/ Beth David 

The new Torah scroll was carried by Martin E. Zucker, who was pre
sent ing it in memory of his mother, Mrs. Mary Zucker. The portable 
huppah, protecting the Torah scroll, was carried by four of the syna
gogue's founders, Jacob Felder, Jacob Frank, Morris Horovitz, and 
Hyman B. Stone. 

Congregation Beth David celebrates half a century 
Members guests said Karnes. She and her family Gladys Jacober remembers the the temple" by members, Adler led & H erald. "Come and visit us any 

' joined the synagogue eight years 1960s and 1970s when the congre- everyone in Shabbat prayers before time." 
gather to mark ago so her son, Sam, could prepare gation gathered from Memorial dinner. In a moment of quiet Visit www.bethdavidri.org or call 

'l for his bar mitzvah close to home. Day to Labor Day only and temple reflection, Adler noted that a small 789-3437 far Congregation Beth 
mz estone When the temple purchased a business was conducte~on Canon- synagogue has a unique advan- David; far more about the South 

building earmarked for a H ebrew chet Beach (now North Pavilion) tage. "Everyone knows everyone," County Hebrew School, visit www. 
BY NANCY ABES II AUS 

Special to The Voice & H erald 
school, Janice's husband, Richard, at Narragansett Pier. said Adler. "When someone walks schebrewschool.org or call 783-7453. 

and his team of volunteers con- "We collected dues, contribu- into services, everyone greets you." Contact Ethan Adler at 783-7453 
NARRAGANSETT _ It was verted the building into the school. tions and new members;' said Jae- Adler added, "You look back and or eadler3@cox.net. 

Inside the _______________ ober. "Benton you can't believe so many years 
an evening of fun and fundrais
ing; stories and celebration; a 
time to look back and a time to 
look ahead. The occasion was the 
50th anniversary of Congregation 
Beth David and its South County 
Hebrew School. And everyone 
was there. 

50 YEARS OF HISTORY 

On Saturday night, May 1, 
more than 100 synagogue mem
bers and guests gathered in the 
festive ballroom of the Village 
Inn in Narragansett to com
memorate the golden anniversary 
of Congregation Beth David and 
its South County Hebrew School. 
With the theme of "Celebrating 
Over 50 Years and Growing," the 
evening included a gourmet dinner 
by Amalfi; music by Bill Thomas; 
the sixth annual auction, a raffie 
and a Karaoke fundraiser. 

A special keepsake, a 31-page 
book on the temple's milestones, 
was given to all who attended. 
Merle (Magi) G reen, publicity 
manager for the synagogue and 
president of the South County 
Hebrew School, and Shelley 
Parness, corresponding secre
tary, compiled the book that 
included copies of every plaque 
on the temple walls. "The book 
is a labor of love," said Green. 
Janice Karnes organized the fund
raiser for the six th straight year. 

"I have a great team behind me," 

Village Inn, Odessa (now went by so fast, and the tremen- Nancy Abeshaus is a freelance 
writer in South Kingstown. Contact 
her at nabeshaus@cox.net. 

the multi- "Come and visit deceased) had dous growth in our community." 
generationa l a charisma Adler then smiled warmly and 
crowd shared us any time." that no one issued a personal invitation to 
thei r memo- could refuse." this guest from The Jewish Voice 

ries and pride Reverend Ethan Adler Whatmakes in their temple _______________ this temple so 

and its 50 years special? "The 
of meeting the people are sup-
South County Jewish community's portive and loving," said Jacober. 
spiritual, educational and social "W hen my children died, and 
needs. Outside, the spring eve- more recently when I lost my hus-
ning was unseas0nably warm, like band, Harold, I wanted a minyan 
evenings back in the early 1940s at my house for 30 days and this 
when a small group of traditional temple made it happen." 
Jews who summered at the Pier From a summer synagogue in 
met for prayers in their Narragan- 1974 to a year-round synagogue 
sett homes. Such evenings sowed in 1978 to today's 100-plus mem-
the seeds of the Jewish community hers, the temple and the H ebrew 
that would become today's Con- school have remained steadfast 
gregation Beth David. in a changing Jewish commu-

CONGREGATIONAL HISTORY nity landscape. Walter H orowitz, 
temple president for the past three 

By 1961, the growing congrega- years, said, "The more people get 
tion yearned for a forma l meeting involved [in the synagogue], the 
place. In 1964, they purchased and more we can help fulfill their spiri-
renovated a cottage in the neigh- tual needs." I n his formal remarks 
borhood. They named it Congre- at the gala, he said, "W e are spe-
gation Beth David in memory of cial because of the people who are 
D avid Frank, the 26-year old son members of Congregation Beth 

~ l{;;~::~J:;~~e~:~nk, who was ~;~t~:t: ~::: ; :s:le~;~ud to 

In 1978, year-round services Reverend Ethan Adler, reli-
began. Perhaps past president gious leader of Congregation Beth 
D r. Stanley Barnett said it best, David and director of the H ebrew 
"The congregation rises to meet school, has served there for the 
the special needs of its mem- past 25 years. Referred to as "a 
hers. We continue to grow." blessing" and "the heart and soul of 

wwwjvhri.org 

Faye L. Silverman Parricia M. Herron 

Silverman McGovern Staffing 
Rhode Isla11d's Leadi118 Office Staffins ,¾ency 

284 West Exchange Street Providence RI 02903 

632-0580 
www.SilvermanMcgovern .com 
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AsKWENDY 

Working in disaster relief is 
• a new experience 

Q: What has it been like work
ing with disaster relief and 
Nechama during the past several 
weeks? 

A: This question has come 
across my computer several times 
since April 4. At first, I did not 
think it was relevant to write a 
column about it, but the more I 
thought about it, I realized it was. 
It is remarkable how our com
munity came together, and the 
people we partnered with were 
equally remarkable. 

Working with the people from 
Nechama was eye opening; they 
are some of the kindest and most 
generous people I have ever met. 
What is very interesting to me is 
that most of the Nechama volun
teers are not Jewish. It made me 
think - what makes somebody be 
so passionate about something 
that is not part' of them? Then I 
realized: It is part of them. It is 
part of their core - the morals 
and values that they were raised 
with make them want to help 
people and make a difference in 
their lives. 

It is not about religion or race, 
not about socio-economic back
ground or financial capacity. It 
is about who you are as a person. 
These people went out six days 
a week and worked harder than 
I have ever seen anyone work. 
Not only did they physically help 
more than 40 families, but they 
were there emotionally for them 
as well. And, our community 
members were out with them 
daily. There are too many people 
to mention here, but members 

from every synagogue, the Rab
binical College, Brown-RISD 
Hillel staff, Bureau of Jewish 
Education of Rhode Island 
staff, Jewish Community Center 
of Rhode Island board mem
bers and many more all worked 
together and helped. 

Those individuals who could 
not do manual labor listened to 
homeowners and helped them. 
If they could not go out on sites, 
they cooked and bought gift cards 
to feed the volunteers meals. 

Our community members 
came together in the most amaz
ing outpouring volunteer 
initiative I could have ever 
imagined. This was the ,D,_ 
largest group of people ' 
with the biggest hearts! 

If there is a silver lining 
to this very dark time that hit 
the Rhode Island community, it 
is the way the community came 
together. I hope many of these 
energy-filled volunteers will 
volunteer in the future in our 
community. I have listed oppor
tunities where there are volun
teer positions currently available 
(see box at the end of the story); 
please call or e-mail me if you are 
interested. I would love to meet 
you. If you have a volunteer posi
tion open, please contact me, as 
well. 

Wendy Joering is the commu
nity concierge far the greater Rhode 
Island Jewish community. Contact 
her at wjoering@JFRI.org or 421-
4111, ext. 169. 

HAVE YOU TRIED TO 
LOSE WEIGHT AND FAILED, 

POSS I BLY MORE THAN ONCE? 
ARE YOU STRUGGLING WITH DIABETES, 

HIGH BLOOD PRESSURE & OTHER 
"LIFESTYLE DISEASES"? 

' IRVING T. 
GILSON, MD 

t e I 
OR. GILSON 'S LIFE EXTENSION 
AND WEIGHT MANAGEMENT 

REvOLUTION 

A CUSTOMIZED PLAN TO 
HELP YOU LOSE WEIGHT. 

You WILL ENJOY 
()1 )( JOI{ \ 111' 1 R\' I \ I () ( i\R I \ \ 11 t-.: n (,l ll[ l,\N{ I ~ 'i l !l' l'O lll I l~U ,\I 
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Health Way RI 
Li,ing longer, linng better, 

through nutrition 

GET STARTED NOW! 
ATTEND A FREE NO- RISKORJENTATION 
CALL TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION 

401-228-6010 
VISIT OUR WEB-S ITE AT 

WWW.HEALTHWAYRI.COM 

• The Met School, Providence 
• The Jewish Community Day 
School, Providence 
• Meals on Wheels, Warwick 
and Providence 
• The Phyllis Siperstein 
Tamarisk Assisted Living 
Residence, Warwick 
• EPOCH on Blackstone 
Boulevard, Providence 
• To Life Center Adult Day 
Services, Providence 

/ PHOS 

SHIRA COHEN, portraying Betsy Ross, with her parents Sarah 
and Robert, in front of her project at the Providence Hebrew 
Day School on May 4. 

PHDS hosts 'meet the 
leaders' night 

PROVIDENCE - On May 
4, famous people - presi
dents, first ladies, scientists, 
authors and artists - filled 
the auditorium of the Provi
dence Hebrew Day School 
(PHDS). Students in grades 
1-8 portrayed these famous 
people after several weeks of 
preparation. 

Students chose the leader 
in whom they were interested, 
began their research and wrote 

a grade-appropriate research 
paper. Those papers were then 
peer-edited, teacher-edited, and 
finally graded by M aureen Shee
han, the PHDS principal. 

Students also created poster 
boards depicting their person's 
life story and accomplishments 
using the wide array of resources 
available at the Bureau of Jewish 
Education's Creativity Center. 

When a stroke hits, seconds count. 

In the moments following a stroke, 

you want to be treated at a hospital 
that recogn izes the importance of 
each second. Roger Williams Medical 

Center is proud to be recognized as a 
Stroke Center and a participant in the 
American Stroke Association's "Get 

With The Guidelines" Stroke program. 

wwwjvhri.org 

This designation means our staff has 

been specially trained to treat stroke 
patients. At the Stroke Center at Roger 
W illiams, the care you receive can 
improve your chance of recovery while 
reducing the risk of a secondary attack r' To learn more about the Stroke 
~ Center at RogerWilliams Medical 

Center, please visit www.rwmc.org 

I 
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Voice & Herald welcomes 
new full-time advertising 

representative 
Zasloff continues. 

health battles 
PROVIDENCE - Please 
welcome Tricia Stearly as 1he 
Jewish Voice & Herald's new 
full-time advertising rep
resentative, replacing part
timers George Peckham and 
Daisy Gilmore. 

COMMUNITY 

Tricia comes to us with 20 
years of newspaper advertising 
experience. Most recently, she 
worked as an advertising sales 
representative for the South
ern Rhode Island Newspa
pers, Inc., which includes 1he 
Kent County Daily Times, East 
Greenwich Pendulum, Narra
gansett Times and the Coventry 
Courier. Before that, she was 
the co-owner of the Property 
Line Real Estate Magazine. 

/Nancy Kirsch 

TRICIA STEARLY 

Tricia looks forward to 
working with our advertisers 
to meet their business needs. 
Contact her at tstearly@ 
JFRI.org, on her office line 
at 401-421-4111, ext. 160, or 
on her cell phone at 401-441-
1865. 

BACK ROW FROM left, Leor Shtull-Leber '12, Jessica Bendit '12, Spencer Fields '12, Paige Kirstein '12, 
Ethan Tobias '12, Sarah Wolk '10, Yoni Dolgin '10 and Zohar Atkins '10. Front row, from left, Rebecca 

Theise '10, Rachel Cohn '10, Cayla Saret '12, Naomi Heilweil '12, Elizabeth Langevin '10 and Sarah Levy 
'12, all at the Brown-RISO Hillel Foundation annual meeting on April 21. 

A native of Randolph, 
Mass., she is a long-time 
resident, with her husband, 
of Coventry. 

Brown-RISO Hillel holds annual meeting 

"We are delighted to wel
come Tricia to 1he Voice & 
H erald staff. We believe that 
Tricia will be able to hit the 
ground running and grow 
our advertising revenue," said 
Nancy Kirsch, the newspa
per's executive editor. 

Frank Zasloff continues 
to fight the good fight in his 
battle against leukemia. We 
hope that he will experience 
a full recovery and will be 
able to return to The Jewish 
Voice & H erald. 

PROVIDENCE - The Brown
RISD Hillel Foundation held its 
annual meeting on Wednesday, 
April 21 that drew students, 
staff, members of the board of 
trustees and community repre
sentatives. 

Outgoing members of the 
elected student leadership were 
recognized for their work in 
building Jewish life on campus, 
which was highlighted in a 

BAYSIDE NURSING LLC 
RELIABLE COMPETENT AFFORDABLE 

Private duty care at home, hospital, assisted 
living facility, or nursing home 

• Skilled and non-skilled care; 

• Therapy services; 

• Private-duty care can be administered by 
RNs, LPNs, or home health aids/CNAs; 

• Driving services available; 

• Companionship duty; 

• 24 hour care. 

"We are committed to tailoring care to each client and 

their particular and specific needs" 

COMPLIMENTARY FIRST DAY OF SERVICE!!!! 

For more information, email us today or call 401-921-5995. 
Info@haysideNursing.com 

wwwJvhri.org 

programmatic year-in-review. 
Incoming student leaders were 
charged with building upon the 
work of their predecessors and 
continuing to grow the com
munity at Brown and RISD. 

Brown-RISD Hillel's annual 
awards were g iven as follows: 
Senior Leadership Award 
to Yoni D olgin '10; Presi
dent's Award to Z ohar Atkins 
'10; G oldberg Family Ruach 
Award to Harry Samuels '13; 
Rabbi A lan Flam T zedek 
Award to Paige Kirstein '12 
and Spencer Fields '12; the 
D anny Warshay '87 Out
standing Leadership Award to 
L eor Sht ull-Leber '12 and Jes
sica Bendit '12; and the John 
Blacher A stounding N ew Ini
tiatives Award to Sarah W olk 

'10 for Thursd ay Night Torah. 
Two outgoing members of 

the Brown RISD-Hillel lead
ership team were recognized 
for their leadership. Incoming 
Board President Joe Hollander 
(Brown '81) presented Fred 
Horowitz (Brown '86) with 
the Marty Granoff Award for 
Leadership and C ommitment 
in honor of his effort and dedi
cation during his six years as 
president. 

In turn, Horowitz honored 
outgoing executive director 
Megan Nesbitt's eight years of 
service to Brown-RISD Hillel 
and surprised her with the gift 
of a trip to Israel from the board 
of trustees. 

Torat Yisrael religious school 
in East Greenwich 

EAST GREENWICH - Temple 
Torat Yisrael's Frederic G. and 
Lawrence G. Cohen Religious 
School will meet at The Village 
Lower School in East Greenwich 
for the second year, offering pro
grams from pre-K through seventh 
grade. Meeting in East Greenwich 
is an important step, synagogue 
officials say, in the synagogue's 
plan to relocate from Torat Yis
rael's current Cranston location to 
the building being built in East 
Greenwich. 

Sunday, May 16 is the last day of 

classes for this school year. Inter
ested families may visit classes 
from 9 to 11 a.m., meet Rabbi Amy 
Levin, Ronni Guttin, the educa
tion director, and congregational 
representatives, and join syna
gogue families at 11 a.m. to mark 
the end of the school year with a 
brief ceremony and celebration. 

For more infonnation, contact 
Ronni Guttin at ronni@toratyisrael. 
org or 785-1800. Visit the Web site at 
www.toratyisrael.org. 

Visit us online at: 
www.jvhri.org 



There are many 
reasons to help ADL 
fight anti-Semitism. 

But you only 
need one. 

The Anti-Defamation League leads the fight against anti-Semiti~'? and hate, helping 
to build a more secure world. But only with your ongoing support can ADL continue 
our work into the future. When you leave a legacy, through a bequest or life income gift 
to the Anti-Defamation League Foundation, you support our programs protecting the 
Jewish people. And you may receive tax or payment benefits. 

For example, an ADLF Charitable Gift Annuity (CGA) allows you to create a valuable 
gift for ADL and receive some of the most attractive rates available. With a CGA you 
may receive: 

· Fixed annual lifetime payments 
· An income tax deduction 
· Partially tax-free payments 
· Coverage for one or two individuals 

Find out how you can make your voice heard in the battle against anti-Semitism 
and create a meaningful gift that provides you and your family with tax and 
payment benefits. 

For a complimentary CGA illustration, with no obligation, 
or for more information, please contact us: 

JONATHAN KAPPEL 
Director of Development, New England Region 

Anti-Defamation League, 40 Court Street, Boston, MA 02108 
617-406-6353 \ plannedgiving@adl.org \ www.adl.org/gift 
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Charitable Gift Annuity Rates 

CGARate Age 

11.5% 90+ 

9.7% 85 

8.3% 80 

7.3% 75 

6.7% 70 

6.3% 65 

Sample single-life rares are based on when the gift 
annu ity is established. Rares for other ages, as well 
as for cwo lives, are also available. 

PAGE 15 

The A11ti-Defamalion League Fo1111dario,i is 11ot a financia l, legal or tax advisor. 
Please contact )'OUr {Jdvisors regarding your fi11ancial, legal or tax t1eeds. 

Charitable gift a111111ity mtes are s11bje, t to ,h,mgc Jro111 t1111t· to t1111c 11111/ 11111y mry dcpc11di11g 011 rite 111111111/mll, st11te of rcs11le11<e. ~L 
11,e, ate is locked ill at the time the gift" 11u11/e 1111d 1c11111i11s fixed Jo, the a111111it1111t '., life. Factors s11<11 11s the 111111111/1111/'., 11ge and 
1111111/,er of annuita11ts 111ay affect mies and tax 1111d payme11t benefits. ""'"'W"'"' 

wwwjvhri.org 
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THE KLEIN-CLOUD FAMILY, from left: Zay-Zay, Avery, 
Tova, Travis and Rafi. 

'Off and Running' redefines 
family constellations 

Rhode Island 
film sponsored by 
Adoption Options 

BY M ONIC,\ COLLINS 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

PAWTUCKET What is 
family? We think we know; then 
a fi lm such as "Off and Run
ning: An American Coming of 
Age Story" upends our assump
tions. This documentary, which 
premieres in Rhode Island on 
May 16, challenges the status 
quo in a thoughtful, tender, and 
utterly a~sorbing way. Adoption 
Options, the adoption agency of 
Jewish Family Service, sponsors 
the premiere at the Blackstone 

Valley Visitors Center and will 
host a reception after the screen
ing. 

The film centers on the quest 
for roots by Avery Klein-Cloud, 
the daughter of Tova Klein
Cloud, an emigre from Israel, and 
Travis Klein-Cloud, an architect 
who grew up in the Midwest. The 
lesbian mothers head a highly 
unorthodox, yet very religious, 
family. Their Jewish fa ith means 
much to them; the scenes at 
H ebrew school when their sons, 
Avery (an African-American), 
and Zay-Zay, or Samuel Isaiah 
(of Korean descent), participate 
in prayer and song remind us that 
parents' nurturing is indelibly 
etched on hearts and minds. 

Filmmaker Nicole Opper met 

See FILM, Page 34 

Assisted Living Residence • Skilled Nursing Home • Rehabilitation Services 

75 East St. • Providence • 272.5280 • www.Tockwotton.org 

COMMUNITY 

/URI Hillel 

Front row, from left, Jacob Harris, Michael Justa, Dayna Rignanese, Rebecca Eith, Betsy Cohen 
and Jacob Holzman. Back row, from left, Caroline Roth, Jeff Scherr, Jamie Brosof, Gina Sloman 
and Ally Gerand. 

Awards night at URI Hillel 
KINGSTON - URI H illel 
hosted its Student Leadership 
Dinner and Awards Night on 
May 2. Rebecca Eith, a senior 
from Marlton, N.J., received 
the Bertram Brown Award, 
awarded to the most active 
graduating senior. 

Jeffrey B. Pine 
An'ornqGrncrn//993-/IJ',)9 

• Criminal Defense 
· Personal Injury/Serious Accidents 
· Civil and Business litigation 
· Divorce/Family Law 
· Probate/Estate Planning 
• Real Estate 

Attorneys 
)EFFRE,. B. PtNE 

IJRl,\N G. GoJ.DSTFIN 

321 Sooth ,\lain St. · Suite 302 
Providence, RI · 401.351.8200 

Summit Pla1.a · 231 Old ·lower Rd. 
Wakcfidd, RI • 401.788.9100 

www.pinelaw.com 

rh,Rl.'°'(OU1tll(t11\tS•lll.lW)'fflin1htgNlefalpmllltolt.w 
1htn,u,r~no11tr~oii,1t,fyarryl.!W)'ffl~1Minl)fll 

Of~listlnan~~tldorpmt,cr 

wwwjvhri.org 

Jacob H olzman, a senior 
from Madison, Conn., 
received the B'nai B'rith Plan
tations Union 5669 Award, 
awarded to a student who has 
made significant contributions 
to H illel and Jewish life on 
campus. 

Jacob Harris, a freshman 
from San Diego, received the 
Lawrence H opfenberg Memo
rial Scholarship, awarded to 
the freshman student who 
made the greatest impact on 
Jewish life on campus. 

www.BonnieSellsHouses.com 
#1 Coldwell Banker 

Residential Brokerage Agent 
in RI - 2009 

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE 

Bonnie Kaplan 
401-374-4488 
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MYRNA ROSEN, ROSALIE FAIN, FLO TILLES and FLORENCE MARKOFF 

ALL PHOTOS BY a l isa 

grace photography 

MARC and SUSAN 
GERTSACOV 

Jewish Federation of Rhode Island's 
Women's Event• Sunday, June 6 

SECRETS 
o/ A 

Jewish · \ ,]other 
Ji,,,,/ \ ,Jr/f'1•. /fr,i/ _,.,,,.r,1•1.. Jr,,,,//,.,, ,. 

The Hilton Hotel Providence 

4PM 

Featuring Jill Zarin of Bravo's 

Real Housewives of New York, 

her sister radio host Lisa Wexler, 

and their mother Gloria Kamen 

Limited Seating. Tickets: $36 
Advance reservations required 
For more information call 401.421.4111 

For tickets please visit www.JFRl.org 

Brought to you by the Women's Alliance of the Jewish Federation of Rhode Island 

wwwjvhri.org 

COMMLNITY 

STEPHEN SILBERFARB and JONATHAN FAIN 

FROM: Strength to strength 
From Page 1 

G ETTING OUT OF OUR OWN WAY 

"Rhode Islanders love to talk about 
what's not right," laughed Rob
erts, as she rapidly identified some 
Rhode Island "positives," including: 
OSCAR - the Ocean State Consor
tium for Applied Research - a collab
oration of public and private partners 
to build our knowledge economy; 
social venture entrepreneurs, capi
talizing on our close knit and con
nected community by mentoring 
one another; and the "Buy Local" 

Maione, whose work at the United 
Way is similar to that ofSilberfarb's, 
said that nonprofits, too, have to 
work smarter. Nonprofit consoli
dations, though necessary, are not 
easy, said Maione. "Nonprofit merg
ers aren't like the for-profit mergers, 
with golden parachutes and buy
outs. They involve people with a lot 
of emotions invested [in their pro
grams or agencies]." 

WHAT WILL THE FUTURE BRING? 

W hile collaboration was the 
buzzword a few years ago - where 

movement to _____________ an agency might 

help build and think, "What 
strengthen the "A crisis is a terrible money can 
local economy. we get?" - the 

Rhode Island's thing to Waste." new paradigm 
quality of life is requires that 
the envy of many, Sau 1 Kaplan we ask, instead, 

said Kaplan, but Former director of 'What can we -=~~ ~~~~~ 
the negative talk, Rhode lsland's Economic the mission first, 

and focus on Development Corporation Maione said, the 
fixing our school people we serve 
systems. "It's not must come first, 
just the K-12 system, the post-sec- everything else comes later." 
ondary schools, too - they're what \,Vhen Silberfarb asked what the 
we need to get right. Our schools next two to three years might bring 
were created for an industrial econ- for Rhode Island, Roberts acknowl-
omy that no longer exists." Kaplan edged, somewhat ruefully, that fed-
lauded Deborah G ist, the commis- eral stimulus monies have been used 
sioner of education for the state, for . to fill budget holes, rather than more 
moving swiftly to implement reform. 

See NEW, Facing Page 

.... 



COMM ~NITY 

NEW: Allocations process is one chanage 
From Page 1 Maione, "no one thought the gov-

sttategicaUy. Urging audience mem- ernment did too much. When we 
hers to push elected officials to con- need government, we want them, but 
solidate services and promote reform, otherwise, we want it to go away." 
Roberts said, "No one likes change, Roberts believes that more public 
but we need to show how [change] is - and honest - conversations are 
an improvement." essential. "People need to feel con-

"A crisis is a terrible thing to nected, and if the community isn't 
waste," said Kaplan, warning that involved, we won't be successful," she 

a return to our old profligate ways said. 
will bring even -------------- K a plan 's 

more chThale- "ln putting the mission th re e- point 
lenges. strategy is 

first, the people We this: We muSt 
fight our lack 

recession hit 
Rhode Island 
harder, he said, 
because "we 
didn't prepare 
for the down-

serve must come of belief in 
ourselves, we 

first. Everything must coUabo-

else comes later." rate, and we 
turn we . must experi-
weren't resil- Anthony Ma10ne ment. Our 

" size, he said, 
ient. Executive director and CEO, makes Rhode 

S i t t i n g U ·t d W f R l Island an squarely at the n1 e ay O . • 
ideal locale for 

intersection of -------------- experimenting 
the worlds of 
business and government, Maione 
voiced frustration about how society 
frames the discussion. Rather than 
asking, "What do we need to cut 
to get to a number?" we should ask, 
"What do we want from govern
ment?" "What do we want from our 
nonprofits?" 

When the floods came, said 

and innovat-
ing. 

Referencing a speaker from an 
international United Way confer
ence, Maione identified three factors 
that stall change. "I don't understand 
what it means to me;" "I know what 
it means and l don't like it;" or "I 
don't like you." 

See LOOKING, Page 32 
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Eat well, eat healthy and enjoy the celebrations 

Good food doesn't on health and beauty, we thought into 
some healthy recipes that look and rounds 

1/2-inch 

guarantee a 
weight gain 

Bv VOICE & H EnALD STAFF 

voiceherald@j FRI.org 

taste delicious might inspire us all 1 small orange, 
to do some cooking. Eat well, savor peeled and sliced 
your food and don't over-indulge. into 1/2-inch 
Enjoy the bounty of the season! rounds 

All of these recipes and photos Dressing 
are from Enlitened Kosher Cooking, ingredients 
by Nechama Cohen, Feldheim l -and-l / 2 table-
Publishers, 2006. 

spoons walnut or 
olive oil TH E SEASON OF 

celebrations is upon us 
- Mother's Day has just 
passed, and many of us 

will celebrate Father's D ay, gradu
ations, engagements, weddings 
and other simchas. In light of that 
and in honor of this issue's focus 

Orange-kiwi salad 
Low ca rb, low fat 

Salad ingredients 

3 tablespoons L - --~~~ ~ ;\,~~E.~~~~~- _J 
apple cider or 
champagne vinegar 

2 small romaine lettuce heads 1 teaspoon lemon jujce 
1 tablespoon water 

sugar substitute equal to 1 teaspoon 
sugar 

2 small kiwi, peeled and sliced salt and pepper to taste 

REINVENT THE MEAL 
WITH A LL NATU RA L, READY TO S ERVE 

MANISCHEWITZ BROTH. 
For over 120 years, 

Manischewitz has 

been a trusted 

brand providing 

fami lies with delicious, 

premium kosher soups and 

many other specialty foods 

including matzo, macaroons, 

Tam Tam® crackers, noodles 

and gefilte fish. When we 

decided to introduce a line of 

all natural, ready to serve 

broths, we started with a 

treasured fami ly recipe 

and used only the finest 

ingredients to 

produce broths 

that were made 

like homemade 

to taste like homemade. 

We wanted our chicken and 

beef broths to set a new 

standard, so we started with 

real kosher chicken and beef, all 

# 
JEWISH 
AMERICAN 
HERITAGE MONTI I 

natural spices 

and vegetables 

and slow cooked them 

in small batches to guarantee 

a superior product. All 

Manischewitz broths are 

produced under the 

supervision of the (Q), the 

world's most recognized 

and respected kosher 

certifying organization. 

The result 1s an all natural 

line of broths that delivers 

.iexceptional flavor as the 

base for soups or as a key 

ingredient in your favori te 

recipes, including brisket, 

turkey, rice and gravy. 

For your added convenience, 

these delicious broths are 

packed in easy 

open cans and 

re-sealable, easy 

pour cartons, 

and are available in Chicken, 

Beef and Reduced Sodium 

Chicken varieties. 

New All Natural Manischewitz 

Broths -- made like 

homemade to taste 

like homemade. 

Mam1!acturer'sCoupon I Expres6/30/IO l N'OI Subieci loOoutJling 

Save 1se 
on any 32oz carton of 
Manischewitz Broth 

111111111111111111111111111111 1111111111111111111 11 11111 11 111111 
5 7 2 7 0 0 22 575 o (8101)0 31310 0610 

www.JewishAmericanHeritageMonth.us 
1111* ti. ,i,......uc.-,..,.,.,_,-:.llllh!1n, .... Glt.~!Mle ....... (lflJIIOrJyo1nl .. _____ lllN!ll'"-
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Method 

Wash lettuce and tear into bite
sized pieces. Spin or pat dry. 

Put on a serving platter and top 
with kiwis and oranges arranged in 
a circular pattern. 

Combine the oil, vinegar, lemon 
juice, water, sugar substitute, salt 
and pepper in a small bowl. 

Whisk until blended. Drizzle the 
d ressing over the salad. 

Garnish with red onion rings 
and almonds. 

Garnish 

1 medium red onion, peeled and 
sliced into rings 

2 tablespoons slivered or sliced 
roasted almonds, optional 

M akes 6 servings. 

Oven-steamed endives with 
lemon and parsley 

Low carb, fat free 

The cookbook notes, "The 
endives w ill taste braised, even 
though they're not made with oil. 
Try this same recipe with almost 
any low-carb vegetable and keep 
it on hand for a great snack. Can 
be eaten warm or at room tempera
ture." 

Ingredients 

4 medium endives, washed and 
trimmed 

1/2 cup chicken broth, or 1 table
spoon chicken soup powder mixed 
with 1/2 cup boiling water 

1 tablespoon lemon juice, freshly 
squeezed 

2 tablespoons fresh parsley, finely 
chopped 

salt and pepper to taste 
non-stick cooking spray 

Method 

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. 
Arrange endive in glass baking 
dish and pour broth and lemon 
juice on top. Spray with non-stick 
cooking spray. 

Cover and bake for about 30 
minutes, until fork-tender. 

Remove from oven and cool. 
Cut endives into quarters and 

rearrange in the same dish. 
Sprinkle with the rest of the 

ingredients. Broil for a few min
utes, until they start to brown. 

Makes 4 servings 

Sushi 
Low carb, fat free 

1he cookbook writes, "Making 
sushi is an art and it requires prac
tice. A bamboo sushi mat is an 
important tool for creating success
ful rolls." 

Ingredients 

1-and-1/2 cups brown rice 
3 cups water 
1/4 cup rice vinegar 
salt to taste 
1/2 teaspoon powdered ginger 
sugar substitute equal to 1 table-

spoon sugar 
6 toasted nori sheets 
s slices smoked salmon 
6 thin avocado slices 

See RECIPES, Facing Page 



FOOD 

RECIPES: Tempt the palate 
From Previous Page 

Method 

In a covered saucepan, cook rice 
in warm water for 40-60 minutes, 
until all the water is evaporated. 

Transfer rice to a bowl and add 
vinegar, seasonings and sugar sub
stitute. 

Place a nori sheet on a bamboo 
(sushi) mat and brush with a small 
amount of vinegar. 

Place 1-2 tablespoons of rice 
onto the sheet and, with wet 
hands, put it down until it reaches 
1/8-inch from the edges. 

Layer the salmon and avocado. 
Roll up tight and refrigerate for 30 
minutes. 

Using a serrated knife, dipped in 
warm water, slice into 4 rolls. 

Serve with soy sauce, wasabi 
paste and pickled ginger slices 

Note: Almost any combination 
of vegetables can be used. 

Makes 24 pieces (6 rolls, 4 slices 
each). 

Baked spinach-cheese delight 
Recipe is low carb and low fat 

Ingredients 

non-stick cooking spray 
2 whole eggs plus 2 egg whites 
¾ cup 1 percent milk or low-fat, 

low-carb soy milk 
3 slices day-old light bread, cut 

into small triangles 
1 cup fresh spinach, finely 

chopped 
½ cup shredded Parmesan 

cheese 
Method 

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. 
Line the bottom of an 8-inch 
springform pan with baking paper 
and spray with non-stick cooking 
spray. 

In a medium bowl, whisk the 
eggs and egg whites until frothy. 

Add the milk, spinach and 
cheese. Stir to blend. 

Pour into the prepared pan. 
Immerse the dried bread trian

gles in the mixture. After they are 
coated with the mixture, raise one 
point of each piece with a fork so 
that they peek out at the top. 

Bake uncovered until lightly 
browned, about 20-30 minutes. 
Remove from the oven and cool. 

Loosen the edges by cutting 
around the outside with a knife. 
Remove from the pan and place on 
a heatproof plate. 

Serve hot or at room tempera
ture. 

Makes 6 servings. 

If you're not eating 
CASERTA's you're 
not eating pizza! 

s1·00 OFF ~/" 
a delicious 12-piece pizza 

The ORIGINAL 

CASERTA 
PIZZERIA 
A Rhode Island Tradition for over 50 years 

"'-

Parking available 

TAKE OUT 272-3618 or 621 -3618 or 621 -9190 
JV 

Susannah's orange-glazed 
salmon 

Low carb and medium fat 

Ingredients 

1 pound salmon fillet 
1 teaspoon olive oil 
non-stick cooking spray 
½ cup dry white wine 
½ cup balsamic vinegar 
2 tablespoons orange spice tea 
1 tablespoon orange juice 
1 tablespoon sugar-free orange 

or apricot marmalade 
2 tablespoons lemon juice 
brown sugar substitute equal 

to 2 tablespoons brown sugar, or 
sugar substitute equal to 2 table-
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spoons sugar 
1 teaspoon orange rind, grated 
½ teaspoon lemon rind, grated 
Garnish 
Orange slices 
Mint leaves 

Method 

Brush both sides of fish with a 
tiny bit of olive oil and brown in a 
non-stick frying pan sprayed with 
non-stick cooking spray. 

Cook until done, about 6 · min
utes on each side. 

Meanwhile, in a medium-sized 
bowl, combine wine, vinegar, 
orange spice tea, orange juice mar
malade, lemon juice, sugar substi-

tute, lemon and orange rinds, and 
mLX. 

Pour into a small saucepan and 
boil until reduced to a bubbly 
glaze. 

Remove the fish to a serving 
plate, pour the glaze over it, gar
nish and serve. 

Optional serving suggestion 
Once the glaze is reduced, it can 

be poured over the fish in frying 
pan, brought to a boil, and then 
removed together to a serving 
plate. 

Makes 5 servings. 

~ . CALLING ALL TEAMS! 
FIRST ANNUAL 

KOSHER 
CHILI 
COOK-OFF 
June 13, 2010 

1 tammuz 5770 

Don't Miss Out ... 
Have Fun and Support the JCCRI ... 

Create a 

RI Kosher Chili Cook-Off 
Team! 

Only 25 team spots available! 

Equipment and kosher meat provided ... 
just dish up your best chili recipe! 

For team registration and more information, vi sit 
www.rikosherchilicookoff.com 

All proceeds benefit the Jewish Community Center of Rhode Island 

• 401 elmqrove ave 

Jee providence, ri 02906 

rtioci-1., ... d 401 861 8800 
www Jcc rl orq 

The -'X" Is a partner agency of the ~ 
Jewish Federation rt Rhode Island \V\V\Y.jn'i.org 

wwwjvhri.org 
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No death panels in new healthcare legislation 

A guide for the M~:afd~t :;ra;:: cl~ebi:~?o!: 
perplexed people, who earn less than 133 

cled on the M assachusetts model, 
streamline purchasing choices, 
and will hopefully help reduce 
the cost of health insurance 

now provide comprehensive pri- of Americans who lack access to 
mary care services to 16 million healthcare services. In the process, 

BY MtCIUEI. FHo:, M .D. 
Spu ial to The Voiu & Htrald T HE HEALTH CARE 

Reform 2010, known 
10 both supporters and 
opponents as the Patient 

Protection and Affordable Care 
Act (the "Ac1n), is large wide· 
ranging and complex. 

It has many moving parts, and 
many provisions that aren't appli
cable to most Americans, but the 
Act does contain a major overhall 
of health insurance purchasing and 
regulation, and does change some 
other parts of the U.S. healthcare 
market as we know it. 

The ACl's major impact is on 
health insurance and docs the fol· 
lowing. 

First, rhe Act regulates health 
insurance companies, and bans 
some of their worst abuses, such as 
refusing to insure people with pre
existing conditions, discriminat
ing in pricing on the basis of age 
and gender and revoking insurance 
from people who thought they had 
insurance after they become ill. 
(The Act requires insurance com
panies to allow full-time students 
to remain on their parents' insur
ance policies until they are age 26). 

The Act requires all Ameri
cans to have health insurance, and 
levies new taxes on those people 
who don't have health insurance 
after 2014. 

percent of the federal poverty 
level - S14,404 for an individual 
and S29,327 for a family of four in 
2009 - for everyone under age 65. 

The Act provides small busi
nesses with subsidies so that they 

by promoting competition, 
although tha1 has not been 
the experience in Massachu
setts. 

The Act makes two 
can continue to purchase insur- relative minor changes to 
ance for their employees, and will Medicare. It reforms Medi-
provide subsidies for lower- and 
moderate-income individuals who 
buy their own insurance. The small 
business subsides begin in 2010; 
the individual subsides begin in 
2014. The combination of required 
insurance, subsides for small busi
ness and low-to-moderate income 
Americans and the expansion of 
Medicaid is expected to reduce the 
number of uninsured Americans 
from about 50 million to as low as 
18 million by 2019. 

care Advantage, a way to 
replace Medicare with 
private insurance for some 
people, a process which 
was designed to save tax
payers money but which 
ended up costing us bil
lions of dollars; and it 
provides a $250 rebate 
to Medicare beneficia
ries who reach the Part 

people at health care reform moves some 
financial risk away from indi

viduals, but allows 
the public pock
etbook to assume 
more financial risk. 

lt makes the health 
insurance market 

fairer, but may also 
make health insurance 
more expensive. 

The United States 

system, an organized set 
of health services pro
vided to all Americans, 
designed to protect and 
improve the public health. 

l nstead, we have a health 
care market. 

Health Care Reform 
2010 is the first step in 

The Ac1 also introduces health 

D coverage gap (the 
so-called donut hole) 
in 2010. 

in s u ran ee 
pu rchas ing 
exchanges -
state-by-state 
health insur
anccprograms 
1 hr ough 
which indi-

===--:::--------..J reforming that market, and _____________ the first step in creating 

3, O O O health services that arc more 
"The Act indudes neither or more si,es across the fairly distributed, while we 

death panels nor a ;~:~1:· c~~s n;:v c:~;d;;; ~:~ t:~pr;:;t:~~ i~~~:i:~r~i=~~s~at~!~ 

government takeover of health ;~a;e;c~n7~ij~:e ~.11;:,;~1:!:~'. now often accompanies illness. 

care in the United States." and may become the backbone of Michatl Fint M.D. (www. 
viduals 
small 

,nd 
busi-

nesscs wi1h 
up to 100 employees can purchase 
qualified insurance coverage, and 
that allow Mapples-to-apples~ com
parisons between plans offered 
by insurers al different levels of 
benefit designs. Health insur
ance purchasing exchanges, mod-

Perhaps the Act's mos1 signifi
cant change is increasing fund
ing to community health centers 
(CH Cs) by S11 biUion, and 
increasing funding of the National 
H ealth Service Corps, by Sl.5.bil
lion. These two programs together 

a national health service that can michat!fintmd.com) is Mmanaging 
care for all Americans. dDirtctor of HtalthAcussRI, D di-

The Act includes neither death rut or of thl Mmtdical Ddcpartmtnt 
panels nor a government takeover of 7ht Rhodt Island Dtpartmtnl of 
of health care in the United States. Cormtions of H ralth, and coauthcr 
Instead, it increases funding to of1ht Nature of Hralth (2007) and 
U.S. health insurance companies, Tht Zero Calorie Diet (2010). Visit 
as it brings health insurance to his Web silt at www.mfrhat!Jintmd. 
more Americans, and intends, by 
so doing, to decrease the number 

Top 10 tips to stay healthy 'Around town' health 
and beauty suggestions SPECIAi. TO 'fllE VOICE & H EIi ILD 

• Don't smoke. 
• Take a walk. Or lots of walks. 

Exercise 60 minutes a day, and 
know that the easiest exercise to do 
is exercise that is part of life. So 
walk places, work in the garden, split 
wood, walk up College Hill or ride a 
bike to work. Walk up stairs - eleva
tors are evil. 

• Kill your refrigerator. Get a 
tiny cube refrigerator for milk and 
eggs- and then shop every day. There 
won't be leftovers 
around to eat at 
nigh1, and you'll 
sec your friends, 
family and neigh
bors more, which 
is more important 
for your health 
than you think. 

• Go fishing. 
Or swimming. 
Or read a book. 
Just do something 
that isn't work
ing. Work is, er, 
work. It's not 
supposed to be 
fun. That°s why 
they have to pay 
you 10 do it. No 
one ever reaches 

age 70 and wishes they had worked 
more. Playing hooJ..7 is good. Email 
isalsoevil. 

· Tumoffthc TV. Just do it. You 
can. No one ever died from not 
watching TV. 

• Share meals. You don't need 
more than about 1100 calories a day. 

• Eliminate starch from your 
diet. It has no nutritional value, as 
long as you can eat fruits and veg
etables. So cat fruits and vegetables. 
You don't need much, though. 

• H ave Shabbat dinner with 
friends, and walk home a little tipsy 

on a warm spring night. 
• Ignore most of what you read 

about how to stay healthy. Most 
of that advice comes from someone 
with something to sell, and is there 
to make you anxious and buy 1hings. 
Living a life worried about how to 
not die of a dread disease may well 
cause you to develop a dread disease, 
and if it doesn·t, worry will keep you 
from enjoying yourself, your family 
and your friends. Not enjoying what 
has been given to you .... is a dread 
disease. 

• lhink about how to keep the 
peace, and 
how to create a 
more just soci
ety. This is not 
~leftist~ non-
sense. People 
who live in fair, 
equal, safe and 
secure societies 
live longest and 
are happier than 
those who live 
in places where 
there is conflict 
and mistrust. It 
turns out that 
democracy is 
good for your 
heal!h,soget out 
there and make it 
work. 

wwwjvhri.org 

No medical 
guarantees, just tried 

and true practices 
B,· Vo1u ; & l-1t:1w.o Snn· 

wiuhtmld@JFRl.org 

PROVIDENCE - Here are 
some randomly collected tips of 
the trade from colleagues, and an 
occasional reader. Some are men, 
some are women, some are in the 
under-40 cohort, while others 
are, well, significantly older! Take 
what you like and leave the rest: 

• I believe exercise and diet arc 
key - not dieting, but a healthy 
diet as part of your lifestyle. I eat 
five to six mini-meals through
out the day, rather than three big 
meals. I also avoid soda, as it is 
especially bad for women - the 
increased potassium can deplete 
calcium, something particularly 
important for women. 

• I add flax seed and wheat 
germ to everything- cold and hot 
cereal, yogurt and fruit, sprinkled 
on sugarless ice cream. ' llley both 
have so many health benefits: :md 
a jar of wheat germ and bag of 
flax seed last a long time in the 

refrigerator and are not expen
sive, especially considering how 
!ong they last. 

• l add a pinpoint-size drop 
of Retin A (a prescription from 
a dermatologist) under my eyes, 
and underneath my concealer, I 
wear an SPF lotion. I don't want 
wrinkles or skin cancer! 

• I walk, walk, walk. There 
are many bike paths in the state 
and now that the good weather is 
here, you can get out even at night 
and have a good free workout. 
People can form walking clubs 
and set goals. My friend and l 
look kind of foolish, but we do a 
set of elbow to knee crunches at 
each half mile marker on the way 
up and back on the East Provi
dence path and end up doing 
about 180 of them in addition to 
the four-mile walk. 

• Walking is also a social activ
ity. You recognize the people }'OU 

see, and c\·en if }'OU are no1 near 
a bike path )'OU will sec people 
out in their yards. h's a good 
de-stresscr. It's hard to mainr-Ain 
a grumpy mood when you're out 
in the fresh air, S\vcating and gcr-

See HAPPINESS, Page29 



BOOl{S 
INDEPENDENT: Minyanim offer novel 

approaches for communal prayer 
From Page 2 

allows them to dispense with 
frequent fundraising and other 
less compelling aspects of temple 
life. The groups have managed to 
attract large numbers of people 
in their 20s and 30s, the very 
people that institution-based 
professionals have struggled to 
reach. 

For all his enthusiasm, even 
Kaunfer understands that his 
model works only in big cities 
with large Jewish populations. 
The efforts of running even just 
a biweekly minyan require dedi
cated and knowledgeable vol
unteers. There's a reason that 
congregations with enough 
money moved toward paid staff. 
(See sidebar, "Empowered min
yanim in greater Rhode Island") 

His main goal is not that these 
minyanim sprout up across North 
America (and I srael), but that 
they inspire congregants to seek 
and demand more participation 
in synagogues. Kaunfer wants 
clergy and other ; taff to be less 
the performers in Jewish life, and 
more the teachers and facilitators 
so congregants can do most of the 
work themselves. Like his father, 
who co-founded what became the 
Jewish Community Day School 
of Rhode Island , he puts enor
mous emphasis on education. 

After all, he says, 'rabbi' simply 
means 'teacher,' and before the 
20th century, ordinary people 
took on the main duties of Jewish 
life. Many Orthodox congrega
tions still operate this way, with 
weekly services and minimal paid 
staff, so it's certainly possible. 

Still, if the old empowered 
ways were so powerful, why did 
most people give them up as soon 
as they had the resources to hire 
leaders? A convincing argument 
for a new approach to congrega
tional life would need a detailed 
look at the history ofJewish con
gregations in America. In the 
meantime there's surely much 
to learn and appreciate from the 
impressive work of these inde
pendent minyanim. 

j ohn T. Landry is a member of 
The Voice & H erald 's Editorial 
Board and participates in the Shab
bat morning minyan at Temple 
Beth-El in Providence. Contact 
him atjtlandry@verizon.net. 

Empowered Judaism: What 
Independent Minyanim Can 
Teach Us About Building 
Vibrant Jewish Communi
ties, by Rabbi Elie Kaunfer, 
Jewish lights, 2010. 

A Chorus Line 
JUNE 2-JUNE 20 
Groundbreaking Pulitzer 
Prize winner 

Hello, Dolly! 
JUNE 23-JULY 11 
SPOHSOR(OIY ~ Citizens Bank 

Tony Award-winning 
family classic 

Little Shop of 
Horrors 
JULY 14-AUGUST 1 
Funny, tou ching and out 
of this world! 

The Full Monty 
AUGUST 4-AUGUST 29 
S,ONSOIUD IT ,'.-\ERIOIAN PRINTING 

The grin and b;;;4all 
hit musical 

BILL HANNEY 
PRESENTS 
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Empowered minyanim in greater 
Rhode Island 

B Y J OH ' T. L ANDRY 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

PROVIDENCE - While 
couldn't find any independent 
minyanim in Rhode Island and 
southeastern Massachusetts, 
some congregations have lay-led 
services. There isn't room to cover 
them all in this space, but here 
are three noteworthy examples. 

Not surprisingly, the closest 
equivalent of Rabbi Elie Kaun
fer's independent, non-Ortho
dox, Shabbat minyanim is at his 
boyhood congregation, Temple 
Emanu-El in Providence. 

Naomi Stein, a co-founder of 
this "Minyan Hadash," says the 
group started mainly because a 
number of congregants preferred 
a full Torah reading and a less 
formal, lay-led service. Service 
leaders and Torah readers rotate 
among the group, and its smaller 
size and cohesiveness make it 
easy to introduce new melodies 
and promote participation. 

Launched four years ago, the 
group meets in the chapel at the 
same time as the regular morn
ing service, so congregants run 
everything. Four to six people 
usually take turns leading each 
service or reading the Torah. 
Two other activities are hosted 
in homes,leach once a month: a 
Kabbalat Shabbat service and 
potluck dinner, and a text study 
with an invited teacher on Shab-

• 

bat afternoons. 
Stein says she and other found

ers benefitted enormously from 
Mechon Hadar's advice and 
resources in preparing to run the 
service. But unlike participants in 
independent minyanim, they view 
themselves as full Emanu-EI 
members. Not only did the clergy 
support their efforts, but Kaun
fer's father, Alvan, now retired, 
is among the service leaders. The 
service runs on the second and 
fourth Saturdays of every month, 
except during the summer, and it 
skips the service when it conflicts 
with a festival service or major 
temple event. 

Minyan Hadash is not the only 
alternative service at Emanu-El. 
There's also "Soulful Shabbat," 
a contemplative service with 
silence, chanting, and stretching 
in addition to traditional prayer 
and Torah study. It meets on the 
morning of the third Saturday 
of the month. Soulful Shabbat, 
started several years ago by Rabbi 
Alan Flam after he retired from 
Brown Hillel, is led completely 
by volunteers. 

An earlier lay-driven minyan 
started at Temple Beth-El in 
1994. Back then, aside from the 
daily minyan in the summer, the 
only Shabbat morning service 
was for a bar or bat mitzvah. 
A small group of congregants 
wanted a more inclusive service in 
the morning, and one that incor-

porated more of the traditional 
prayers and Hebrew than the 
usual Reform service. Howard 
Rabinowitz, a co-founder, says 
that, with help from then-Asso
ciate Rabbi Sidney Helbraun, the 
group launched a service in the 
chapel that eventually became 
weekly. (I have been involved 
with this service since the late 
1990s.) 

During the next few years, the 
associate rabbi and the cantor 
began leading the service most 
weeks. With its 9 a.m. start 
time, it finishes well before the 
11 a.m. bar or bat mitzvah ser
vice. Although the service is no 
longer lay-led, congregants step 
in when either or both of the 
clergy are away. They also lead 
a Torah study after each service 
that complements the associate 
rabbi's D 'var Torah. 

Perhaps reflecting their con
tinuing congregational ties, the 
members of these three min
yanim tend to be older than the 
20-somethings predominating 
at most independent minyanim. 
Regardless of participants' ages, 
these groups do expand the 
options for worship and study. As 
are the main weekly services at 
their synagogues, these minyanim 
are open to the public. 

J~~ 
The 25th Annual Charity Golf Tournament 

wwwJvhri.org 

TPC of Boston 
sign u_p t~day! 

WWW.JCCn.org 
contact Lisa Mongeau at 

(401 )861 -8800 or lmongeau@jccri.org 
for more information and to learn about 
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Bv NA NCY KIRSCH 

nkirsch@JFRI.org 

BARRINGTON - From the 
oldest bubbie to the littlest Reli
gious School student, members 
of Temple Habonim love, admire 
and respect James Rosenberg, the 
rabbi emeritus, and Rabbi Andrew 
Klein. 

In fact, three generations of 
congregants participated in a play, 
"The Rabbinical Dream," that cel
ebrated the Reform congregation's 
SO-year history and depicted the 
synagogue's two-year search to 
replace the outgoing Rosenberg. 

COMMUNITY 

/Adam Mastoon 

"We need a rabbi 
with the patience 
of Job, the singing 
voice of Pavarotti, 

the wisdom of 
Solomon, and the 

compassion of 
Mother Teresa." 

a credit to Rabbi Klein that the 
transition went so smoothly." 

YEAR'S WORTH OF CELEBRATION 

Written by Joe Shansky and Bob 
Kemp, both long-term synagogue 
members, the production was 
staged on the evening of Saturday, 
May 2 and again on the morn
ing of Sunday, May 3. It humor
ously and affectionately depicted 
the synagogue's search for a new 
rabbi when Rosenberg, in Febru
ary 2005, issued an unexpected 
proclamation: "I am going to retire 
in 2007, not 2009, as initially 
planned." Adopting the theme of 
an old-time radio show, the play 
included characters portraying 
key figures, including long-time 
secretary Marjorie Blowers; Linda 
Silverman Levine, the synagogue's 
education director; Rosenberg and 
his wife, Sandy; and, of course, 
Klein. 

CONGREGATION HABONIM CELEBRATES paying off its nearly S500,000 mortgage in December 2009 
with a mortgage-burning bonfire party. 

The play was the last of a series of 
celebratory events commemorat
ing the Reform synagogue's 50th 
year. The synagogue had a big gala 
dinner dance in mid-November 
and, said Klein, "In December, we 
fini shed our capital campaign and 
paid off the mortgage, so we had a 
mortgage-burning party." 

And so, the search began. The 
mission was clear: Find someone 
who could fill Rosenberg's very big 
shoes . He was the rabbi, the cantor 
and the director of the Religious 
School all rolled into one. He 
shoveled the snow and responded 
to the middle-of-the-night alarms. 
A s the lay leadership proclaimed, 
"W e need a rabbi with the patience 
of Job, the singing voice of Pava
rotti, the child appeal of Elmo, the 
wisdom of Solomon, the charisma 

of Obama and the compassion of 
M other Teresa." 

Finally, the search is narrowed 
down to four finalists, all of whom 
are eerily evocative of Elvis, some
times with a Southern accent. 
H ow much theatrical liberty 
Shansky and Kemp took with the 
play - well, only Habonim mem
bers know for sure! 

Appearing on "Rabbinical Idol," 
the actors portraying Rabbis Alef, 
Bet, Gimel and D aled - represent-

• 
CAMPlQ!!!EN~ POND 

www.campJorl.com 

wwwjvhri.org 

ing the four final candidates - strut 
their stuff, while someone from 
the Central Conference of Ameri
can Rabbis described itself as the 
source of "rabbinical dating ser
vices in the digital age." 

Joy and jubilation reign when 
Klein, then an assistant rabbi in 
Great Barrington, Mass. (the 
symmetry - Barrington, R.l. and 
Great Barrington, Mass. - can't go 
unacknowledged), is chosen. The 
match was perfect, as "Klein just 
wanted a shul of his own." 

"Everyone thought it would be 
difficult to replace someone who 
had been there for so long and who 
was so well-loved," said Harold 
Foster, a former temple president 
and a 25-year member. "It was 

The mortgage - of nearly 
SS00,000 - is just one factor dem
onstrating the synagogue's growth 
and expansion. "The building is 
a 150-year-old Civil War school 
building," Klein said. "Later, it was 
turned into a school administra
tion building; about 30 years ago, 
we bought it, and six or seven years 
ago, it was renovated. That's when 
we got the mortgage." 

Nearly 51 years ago, when 
Habonim's predecessor, Eastward 
Jewish Center, was established, its 
annual budget was not to exceed 
S2,000! In September of 1963, 
some members of the Eastward 
Jewish Center established the 

See HABONIM, Facing Page 

SPECIALTY PROVISIONS 

Grilling ~oo i~ Here! 
Celebrate with our super summer 

Glatt Kosher specials 

Beef Skirt Steak 
Bnls/Sknls Chicken Cutlets: 
Chicken Patties: 
Specialty Turkey Burgers: 
All Beef Patties: 
All-Beef Specialty Burger: 
Family pack Hot Dogs: 

approx 1 lb. pkg 
2-3½ lb. package 

approx ¼ lb. each 
approx 7 oz. each 

¼ lb. patties 
½ lb.patty 
lib.pkg 

$7.99 I lb. 
$3.99/lb. 
$1.99 / 2-pack 
$3.89 /2- pack 
$4.49 / lb. 
$2.49 / each 
$7.99 I pkg 

Serving MA, ME, CT and now Rhode Island! 
Order online at specialtyp1•ovisions.com 

or by phone at (617)-455-8384 

Specialty Provisions 
124 Newmarket Sq. Boston MA. 

pick up at our USDA warehouse and receive a 5% discount 

m•r~::::J 



COMMUNITY 

/ Rafi Wolfson 

THE FOUR RABBIS - or Elvis impersonators - from left, are Jerry Katz, Karri Parola, Diane Minasian 
and Bob Kemp. 

HABONIM: Celebrates golden anniversary 
From Page 24 

Barrington Jewish ' Center that 
eventually morphed into Temple 
Habonim, originally in a small 
home on County Road. It has been 
in its present location - a bucolic 
setting overlooking the Barrington 
River - on New Meadow Road 
since about 1980. 

A YOUNG CONGREGATION 

The brightly colored three-speed 
bicycles festooning Habonim's 
parking lot prove that this subur
ban site is an easy bicycle ride away 
for many children. Shansky said, 
"We're getting younger families. 
Yea,s ago, I was one of the student 
teachers at the preschool. These 
days, we have more students, more 
teachers and more programs." 

Rosenberg concurred. "One 
reason I decided to retire," he said, 
"was that I was beginning to feel 
my age. I felt we needed someone 
with more energy to reach out to 
younger members. Rabbi Klein has 
been very good with the younger 
families - you could feel that in the 
play. H e's been a great asset to the 
synagogue." · 

The Religious School has 150 
students in K-l0th grades and this 
year's b'nei mitzvah class has 20 
students, said Klein. Ten students 
will be confirmed at Shav'uot. 

Some of the youthful actors 
eagerly offered their opinions about 
H abonim. "Family services are 
fun," said Abby Kaplan, age 10. 

Her younger sister, Meredith, 
8, said, "I like all the teachers. My 
H ebrew school teacher, Mr. Uoe) 
Friedman makes funny voices, and 
he's fun." 

LOCAL AND GLOBAL SOCIAL ACTION 

Klein, who thinks of himself as 
a rabbi who is gay, rather than a 
gay rabbi, was delighted with the 
welcome he received. "I fell in love 
with this place - it's small, intimate 
and with many young families. It 
has a very stable history, as Rabbi 
Rosenberg had been here for 33 
years."' 

This fall, Klein said, the Bar
rington schools will be closed for 
Rosh Hashanah- a first for the 
community. "Jim did something 
great in establishing a very strong 
relationship with interfaith clergy 
and interfaith community. When 
the [synagogue's) founding mem
bers came to Barrington 50 years 
ago, there were restrictions on 
where Jews [could buy property)." 

"Thanks to all the work that 
Jim did here, we've made progress 
here, coming from where we were 
50 years," said Klein. "The Jewish 
community here is vital and thriv
ing, with so many families and 
young kids." 

"I was the first Rhode Island 
rabbi to travel to the Soviet Union, 
Rosenberg said. "As a result of that 
trip - in 1988 - we led the state in 
reaching out to Soviet Jews. We 
sent medical supplies to Jews in 
Belaraus." 

Working through the Jewish 
Federation of Rhode Island's 
Community Relations Council, 
Habonim helped some Russian 
Jewish refugees who settled here, 
said Foster. Working with them, 
"we got a pipeline of medical sup
plies and equipment (outdated here 
and state-of-the-art there) going 
from Rhode Island to a clinic in 
Belaraus. Maxine Richman and 
Renee Vogel helped in this initia
tive. We'd ask people traveling 

there to take a suitcase full of sup
plies." 

WAilM AND WELCOMING 

"From the first time we walked 
into H abonim, we knew it was a 
special place," said Foster. "It's a 
very welcoming synagogue." 

A 41-year synagogue member, 
H elena Friedmann has taught 
there for 24 years - sometimes 
Religious and H ebrew classes, and 
now just Religious School. This is, 
she says, her last year teaching. 

"When I became a member, 
there were 50 families and now 
there are about 200," she said. "It 
was so homey and comfortable -
and you know everyone." Raised 
with an Orthodox background, 
Friedmann found deep satisfac
tion in being able to participate 
in the service and appreciated the 
changes that Rabbi Rosenberg 
implemented. She was in the first 
b'nei mitzvah class - an initia
tive that Rabbi Rosenberg helped 
organize. Rabbi Klein's weekly 
lunch and learn sessions so con
gregants can discuss the parashah 
of the week have been wonderful, 
she said. 

What will the next 50 years 
bring for Temple Habonim? The 
next generation of writers, photog
raphers and playwrights will tell 
that story. 

-- PRAT COMMUNICATIONS --Press re1eases • Grant proposa1s 
Personai correspondence 

Web Pub1ications 
Editoria1 Services 

So1utions@pratcommunications .com 
www . pratcommunications . com 
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2010 Seasonal Pool I Tennis 
Membership - $1400 Per family! 

Memorial Day thru Labor Day 
Includes Swimming and Tennis Facilities, 

Pool Side Snack Bar and much more! 

Inquire today! 508-761-6600 
www. ledgemontcc.com 

UNFORGETTABLE FUN, 

INCOMPARABLE 

SURROUNDINGS 

Camp Jori has been part of the 
RI Jewish community since 1937 

beautiful , newly developed campus 
72-ocre s ite 

magnificent waterfront 
so iling , canoeing, kayaking 

spacious cabins 
comprehensive programming 
expansive rec hall 

s ports fields and courts 
dining hall with on inspiring view 
two swimming po o ls 
protec ted environment 
highly ski l led, coring staff 
warm, friendly atmosphere 
family feel ing Located in 

Wakefield, RI. 
Kosher dietary 

laws observed. 

Ropes Challenge Course 

Expanded Theater 
Programs 

Reaching up 
A program for children with special needs 

Two - two week sessions 

Ages 11 -14 

FOR REGISTRATION INFORMATION CAll: 
401-463-3110 

WEB: WWW.CAMPJORI.COM 

E-MAIL: CAMPJORI @HOTMAIL.COI\ 

• 
CAMPlQ!!!.N'S POND 
We're read cover to cover! 

The JEWISH VOICE: & ff.awn 

• 
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YOUTH: Learn the benefits of acceptance 
From Page 3 

there." 
Yet, when plans for a "twin

ning" exchange with a (yet 
unnamed) Providence public 
high school were announced, 
Cooper called the students' 
reactions "mixed," with some 
students clearly discomfited by 
the concept. 

Ayers, for one, is clearly 
delighted by students' enthu
siasm for the Tolerance Team, 
with many students volunteer
'ing to serve next year. "If you 
can get a critical mass of youth 
who are well- trained as good 
facilitators and have started to 
work together as a team with 
adult support," she said, "you 
can build within the school. 
What they did [to address this 
bullying head-on] was coura
geous and very rare. How many 
schools have taken this issue to 
heart and made a public com
mitment?'' 

One of the first things we're 
pl~nning is training, said Dr. 
Ruth Anderson, the school 
psychologist. "Faculty identi
fied training as something they 
really need - so that will begin 
in the high school and middle 
school early next year." 

According to Sarah Laidler, 
the school's student assistant 
counselor, RICJ will provide 
some, if not all, of the training. 

WHERE WILL THE MONEY 

COME FROM? 

Sipala has committed, said 
Laidler, to pay for faculty train
ing, and another local group 
- the Narragansett Prevention 
Partnership - has made a dona
tion to help train the students. 

"It's no different than focusing 
on [an academic subject]," said 
Warner. "It's not an either-or 
situation; if we create a culture 

that's accepting and tolerant, 
academics will be impacted 
[positively]." 

When freshman students start 
Narragansett High School next 
fall, they' ll have a day of ori
entation that explains the Tol
erance Team and the school's 
expectations. "Freshman and 
senior advisories [small groups 
of students who meet daily with 
advisors] will meet together on a 
regular basis so that seniors can 
model good behaviors and serve 
as mentors to the freshmen,'" 
said W arner. 

"Kids come to ou r school doors 
with a lot of ideas from home. 
It can be a tough task to chal
lenge these ideas and get kids to 
think differently," Warner said. 
"It [bullying] used to be the 
'elephant in the living room.' 
At Narragansett High School, 
we're trying to make bullying 
the exception. If students feel 
good about school, they'll be 
more focused on learning." 

There are so many different 
kinds of bullying, said Laid
ler. "Bullying starts in the early 
grades, so we're looking at this 
as a district wide approach. It's 
definitely a culture change." 

Cooper said, "The all-school 
assembly was held a full 12 
months after the anti-Semitism 
was first reported a nd acted on -
that 's how long it took to inves
tigate, follow-up and develop 
worthwhile programming. W e 
hope that the students at Nar
ragansett High School will see 
a positive impact from this pro
gram now and in the future and 
that similar programs will be 
adopted by the Middle School." 

For more information, contact 
Marty Cooper, CRC director, at 
421- 4111, ext. 171 or mcooper@ 
jfri.org. 

Check out these Youtube videos: 
(Be forewarned: The Hebrew 

M amita video has some profan
ity; others may as well.) 

• Anti-bullying ad (redhead}: 
http://www.youtube .com/ 

watch?v=nWJut7KQ!iI4 
• Hebrew M amita: 
http: //www.youtube .com / 

watch?v=ubdGjzzJiVs 
• Girl Bullying (The Secret 

Life of Girls 2): 
http ://www.youtube.com/ 

watch?v=rFFADD3UrXU 
• Kitchen Cyberbullying: 

http://www.youtube.com/ 
watch?v=UjKaWNGZNyI 

• Think Before you Speak
Cashier: 

http: //www.youtube.com/ 
watch?v=uEpBYKOs3ys 

• How to Tell Someone 
They Sound Racist: 

http: //www.youtube.com/ 
watch?v=b0Ti-gkJiXc 

• Words Hurt: 
http://www.youtube.com/ 

watch?v=lj6YA03hm4k&NR=l 

Stephen F. Schiff, M.D., F.A.C.S. 

MOHEL 
CERTIFIED by Jewish Theological Seminary 

and the Rabbinical Assembly 

CERTIFIED by the American Board of Urology 

401-274-6565 

COMMUNITY 

COMMUNITY CHILDREN MARCH in the Lag Ba'Omer parade on Sunday, May 2 on Hope S~;;~•: 
in Providence. The event. sponsored by Chabad of Providence, commemorates the holy day of 

Talmudic sage, Rabbi Shmon Bar Yochai. 

SWEETS FOR THE UBRARlANS 
ON BEHALF OF the Jewish Community Day School (JCDS), Alisa Kotler-Berkowitz, left, and her chi I· 
dren, Sivan '16, Lev '16 and Matan '13, presented muffins and a thank you card signed by the JCDS 
students to Mary Ellen Scott, librarian, and Tom O'Donnell, director of the Rochambeau Library. 
During National Library Week (April 11-17), Karolyn White, the JCDS librarian, chose to honor the 
Rochambeau Library, as the school's students are frequent visitors to the library. The David C. Isen
berg Family Foundation funded the Isenberg Family Children's Library at Rochambeau. 

The /me meaning of !!fa is lo plant trees 11nder 
whose shade yo11 do not e.,q;ecl lo sit. 

Nelson Henderson 

Include Providence Public Library in your will. 
One o f the most cndu1ing ace::; o f your lifrtimc. 
To learn 1no rc: 4-01.455.8050 or www.provlib.org. 

wwwjvhri.org 
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Forensics, medicine 
both -benefit from 

research 

NCIENT COURTS 
OF law based their 
udgments upon three 
ategories of informa

tion: The past history and pro
bity of both the defendant and 

Dr. Stanley 
Aronson 

the. accuser; the 
weight of inde

. pendent evidence, 
such, as writ-
ten contracts or 
tangible objects; 
and the sworn 
testimony of wit
nesses. 

Objective evi
dence, and its 
analysis, as we 
know it today, was 

uncommonly employed and rarely 
decisive until recent decades; judg
ments in courts of law had there
fore been determined principally 
by the word and verity of wit
nesses. 

A witness was defined as one of 
sound mind who sees or knows by 
personal presence or perception a 
happening of critical importance 
for the rendering of justice, W e 
learn further from M osaic law 

S CIENCE AND SOCIETY 

Law, order and a spot of dried blood 
(Numbers: 35, 30) that there must narrowed to a reasonable number laboratory typing of human blood, 
be two or more such witnesses, of suspects by virtue of its bio- solving the enigma of why blood 
in essential agreement, before a chemical characteristics? transfusions were perilous ventures 
defendant may be convicted of a M any of the early 20th century rarely if ever attempted in clinical 
capital crime. "But by the mouth of scientists interested in the bio- medicine. H e dis·covered, at the 
one witness he shall not be put to chemical composition, physiologic turn of the past century, that each 
death." (Deut.: 17, 6). Thus, giving role, immunologic attributes and human possessed one of four major 
false witness was a high crime. genetic characterist ics of vertebrate antigenic types ofblood, labeled by 

In biblical times, witnesses blood were Jewish . And three of him as 0 , A , B and AB. Further, 
were, more often than not, those these research hematologists - one these blood types were inherited 
who had been aggrieved, who had from Au·stria, one from Russia and from one's parents in a M endelian 
undergone personal injury, ____________________ pattern. These far-reaching 

by the crime under evalu- investigations explained why 
ation. "The e1ucidation of certain blood specimens were 

The Greek word for wit- OCCasiona] crimes continues perceived by the immune sys-
ness, 11martys" has evolved terns of transfusion recipients 

slowly to the current word, to rest upon the discovery as containing a foreign protein 
"martyr," now meaning and thus allowing the recipi-
one who undergoes suffer- of a brownish stain near the em's system to destroy the 
ing rather than renounce donated blood leading, often, 
his faith in his witnessed scene of a crime, possib1y to a hematologic tragedy. 
declaration. • d • d b] d ,, The first safe transfusion of 

The elucidation of occa- representlng ne 00 • blood, employing the Land-
sional crimes had rested steiner tests (and thus ensuring 
- and continues to rest -
upon the discovery of a brownish 
stain near the scene of a crime, 
possibly representing dried blood . 
A sequence of investigative ques
tions now inevitably arises: Is it 
dried blood? If yes, from which 
vertebrate species was it derived? 
Human? O r alternatively, animal? 
If human, does it possess any 
objective attributes, chemical or 
physical, to indicate the identity of 
its human source? In other words, 
can the source of the blood spot be 

one from Brooklyn - eventually 
came together in joint research 
endeavors at the Rockefeller Insti
tute in New York City to further 
the global understanding of the 
constituents of blood . 

The greatest advance in under
standing the complexities of this 
biological fluid called blood stems 
from the monumental studies 
of a shy physician from Vienna 
named Karl Landsteiner, MD 
(1868- 1943). Landsteiner devised 
a system foi the reliable and rapid 

REMEMBER THE p AST 

transfusional compatibility) 
was at M t. Sinai Hospital in New 
York in 1907. 

Landsteiner moved to the 
United States in 1919 and estab
lished his research laboratory at 
the Rockefeller Institute in New 
York. In 1937, he and a young 
investigative associate, Alexan
der Weiner, M .D . sought to fur
ther identify the proteins linked 
to human red blood cells. Their 
investigations brought them to the 
blood of Rhesus monkeys where 

From the Archives of the R.I. Jewish Historical Association 

they discovered a unique protein 
that they called the Rh factor. 
W einer then went on to charac
terize the genetics of the Rh pro
tein demonstrating it existed in 85 
percent of humans. Philip Levine 
carried the Rh finding yet further, 
showing that it was the basis for a 
generally fatal disease of infancy 
called erythroblastosis fetalis · or 
Rh factor incompatibility. And 
W einer then devised the life-sav
ing exchange transfusion for the 
disease. 

Weiner, working in Brook
lyn, and Levine, working in New 
Jersey, then broadly expanded the 
field of red blood cell immunogen
esis, furthering the understanding 
of a wide range of diseases causing 
various forms of anemia. Indepen
dently, Wiener created a laboratory 
in Brooklyn specifically to aid the 
police. 

From a forensic point of view, 
the recognition of the existence of 
numerous variant blood cell pro
teins, amenable to relatively simple 
laboratory recognition, now allows 
a police laboratory to ident ify a 
dried spot as human blood of a 
specific sub-type thus singling out 
(or excluding) a specific human as 
the source of the spilled blood. 

Stanley M. Aronson, M.D. is dean 
of medicine emeritus at Brown Uni
versity Medical School. Contact him 
at smamd@cox.net. 

Bella Gorin Banks: A woman of courage and compassion· 
A daughter's remembrances 

B Y Z ELDA BANKS F ELDMAN 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

BELLA WAS BORN in 1890 in 
Kowel, Poland. Although lacking 
in formal education, she had native 
intelligence and natural talent. 

Since girls were not sent to '1cheder," she 
would stand outside the window of the local 
religious school ~nd learned to read prayer 
book H ebrew. She also became a master 
seamstress. At age 11, she went to the homes 
of families who wanted her to sew custom 
made clothes. 

Eight years later, Bella married Peretz 
Boim, a soldier in the czar's army. She 
described him as very handsome in his uni
form. A year later, their son Abraham was 
born. 

Peretz left for the United States in 1910. 
The family was reunited in Providence in 
1921. Peretz was, by then, Peter Banks, and 
the owner of a men's shoe store. A nother son 
Hyman and then a daughter (me) rounded 
out the family. 

Although they never learned to read 
English, Peter and Bella insisted that only 
English be spoken in the house. My brother 
Hyman had to learn Yiddish so that he could 
write them when he was drafted. 

As soon as she was able, Bella purchased 
a sewing machine. In addition to caring for 
her family and working in the store, she used 

"Peter and Be11a insisted that on1y Eng1ish 
be spoken in the house. Hyman had to 

1earn Yiddish so he cou1d write them when 
he was drafted." 

Bella was a quiet but effec
tive volunteer, whether in the 

'Jewish community through 
Pioneer W omen, H adassah, 
The Miriam H ospital, the 
Jewish H ome, or in the wider 
community. She was honored 
in 1944 by the American Red 
Cross for five years of service 
making surgical dressings. 
She helped make costumes for 
school plays at the W orkmen's 
Circle School where I learned 
Yiddish, made dressing pads 

she wanted to do. Many of these skills she 
mastered in her 90s, when she would go to 
the day care at the Jewish H ome to make 
things for "the old people." 

Bella and Peter never saw any of the mem
bers of their families after they came to the 
U.S. With the exception of one niece, all 
perished in the Holocaust. Their greatest 
loss within their American family was that 

· of Staff Sgt. Hyman Louis Banks, their son, 
killed in Germany in 1944. 

JR.I. Jew ish Histo rical Associat ion for cancer pat ients, went to 

Bella was a widow for 30 years. She was a 
great inspiration to her four grandchildren, 
especially to my two sons, H oward and 
Peter, whom she considered "hers." 

Bella Gorin Banks the prisons to write letters in 

her talents to sew most of our clothes, slip
covers, duvets, curtains and window shades. 
W e were always renters, and wherever we 
lived, the flat was meticulously maintained 
and beautifully decorated. Wherever we 
lived, our neighbors became family, and 
Bella was known as "Mama Banks" to chil
dren other than he r own. 

Yiddish for Jewish inmates 
to send to their family members and was a 
friendly visitor at the Jewish H ome. Wher
ever she went, she took a streetcar or a bus. 
She never drove a car. 

Bella knew how to embroider from an 
early age. Later in life, she taught herself 
how to crewel, needlepoint and crochet. She 
never used a pattern but could visualize what 

wwwjvhri.org 

Bella died two weeks after her 97th birth
day. 

Zelda Banks Feldman, a resident of Crans
ton, wrote this piece for Mother's Day for The 
Jewish Voice & Herald . 
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Business and Professional Directory 

ANTIQUES 

ANTIQUE 
~SITIONS 

STU ALTMAN 
401-331-SOLD (7653) 

DOWNSIZING ? FORECLOSING ? MOVING ? 

BUYING: 

ADVERTISING, BOOKS, CLOCKS, FOUNTAIN PENS, GLASS 
LAMPS, LIGHTERS, MILITARY, PAINTINGS, PAPER, PHOTOS, 
POTTERY, RADIOS, SILVER, SPORTS, TOYS, WATCHES, ETC. 

BARIBAR MITZVAHIWEDDINGS 

WHISPERING 
PINES 

CONFERENCE 
CENTER 

University of Rhode Island 
W. Alton Jones Campus 

West Greenwich, RI 

(401) 397-3361 ext. 6056 
www.uri.edu/ajc/wpines 

The natural beauty of Whispering Pines provides an intimate 
setting for a ceremony and reception for as many as 180 

(huppah Rental 
Local delivery 

and set-up 

Ready to Decorate 
rentachuppah@gmail.com 

401-728-3528 

Take the Oy Vey Out of 
Planning Your Big Day 

Caplure your Simcha 
in a professional DVD from 

R.I. Video Pro 

BUSINESS BROKERS 

~ Vested Business Brokers 
· THE BUY-SELL PROFESSIONALS 

DAVID COHEN - New England Managing Director 

CONFIDENTIAL - NO FEE UNLESS SUCCESSFUL 
CALL TODAY FOR A FREE VALUATION 

www. vestedbb. com 
phone: 508-863-9768 

dcohen@vestedbb.com 
fax: 401-293-0029 

COINS 

WE BUY COINS & JEWELRY 
• GOLD COINS WE BUY & SELL RARE COINS, ,-----: ~::~~~s BULLION &GOLD JEWELRY NOWAVAllABLE 

• PCGS-NGC authorized 

Eagle Silver Dolla", 
GoldCoin,& Estate 
Jewelry and Silver, 
ProofSets,Coin & 
Stamp Albums 

Serving bclnks,attorneys, estates 
and thepublicfor over40 years. PODRAT COIN OCIIANGl INt 

769 Hope St., Providence 401 861 7640 
SAME LOCATION SINCE 1969 • LC 8041 ;• • • 

COMPUTER REPAIR & SERVICE 

~~;o~?-~~t:,~i~~~!~~E 
Network Video Surveillance 

Virus/Spyware Removal 
Macintosh Repair 

On-Site Service • Remote Support 

Call Eric Shorr 331-0196 
Toll Free 800~82-3988 

~ SONICWAL~ ~ 
110 Jefferson Blvd., Suite C • Warwick, RI • www.pctrouble.com 

0 f ~ Larry B. Parness 
S A 

MBA 

Tax Preparation • Financial Planning 
Business Consultant 

401-454-0900 • parnessl@ix.netcom.com 
12B Dorrance St. •Suite 520 • Providence, RI 02903 

wwwjvhri.org 

GENERAL CONTRACTING 

WILLIAM HIRSCHON AJi Cell (401) 996-1312 
tr'@,·~ Fax(401)421-6254 

BUILT-RJJE: 0-N ~CTION 

r ffir'er&t 
AII TypesofHome~e in &·Repair ., RIReg#30842 
Kitchens & Bathrooms · ·1 ~ ~ Insured 
New Construction I :] ' Quality Service 

L. --=::--ss;..a, isfaction Guaranteed 

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

The Largest Bath 
Showroom in Rhode Island 

Fall River, MA 
1-508-675-7433 

Plainville, MA 
1-508-843-1300 

I FREEWAY DRIVE 
CRANSTON, RI 
401-46 7 -0200 
800-838-1119 

in Ihe Jewish Voice & Herald 

You'IL be glad you did. 

Contact TRICIA STEARLY 
401-421-4111, ext. 160 
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HAPPINESS: Is good for you CLASSIFIEDS 
From Page 22 

ting your heart rate up. And take 
the dog! 

• G ardening is a great workout. 
And, planting vegetables and fruits 
offers fresh produce for a minimal 
dollar investment - so it's both 
healthy and cost-effective. 

• Brew sun tea at home, it's very 
good for you, and gets you away 
from sweetened, carbonated drinks. 

Good health is the best 
beauty tip. G et plenty of sleep. 
Relax! Everyone over-schedules 
themselves and their kids. H ang 
out in your yard in the sun with 
a lemonade. Kick off your shoes. 
Read a book or the paper, have a 
cookout. 

• Your skin will show what 
you eat. I lost 55 pounds in eight 
months by eating plenty of grains, 
salads and fruits. I stay away from 
white foods and stick with whole 

wheat. 
• D on't do what I did several 

years ago. While working 80 hours 
a week on a political campaign, I 
lived - literally - on Diet Coke and 
miniature candy bars. While 
I lost eight pounds in 
10 week,/, I did a real 
number on my diges-
tive system! 

• I stretch all my 
large muscle groups 
shortly after I wake 
up. Gentle stretch
ing each morning 
helps get your blood 
moving, and that 
better nourishes your 
entire body, as red blood cells 
carry food and oxygen to the organs 
and tissues. 

• Fish is full of protein and rich in 
O mega 3 oils. Eat fish three times 
a week. 

• Engage in brain games like 
Sudoku or crossword puzzles, a 
hobby or other non-work activity. 
You will use different parts of your 
brain, which will help keep it alive 

and active. 
• Use good body 
mechanics. When lift, 

bend at the hips, not 
at the waist. This 
helps distribute the 
weight more evenly 
through your mus-
cles and not just on 

your back mus
cles. 

• Learn proper 
ergonomic mechan-

ics when keyboarding and 
doing other repetitive work. Take 
a break by walking or stretching for 
every hour you sit and work. 

• Smile! H appiness shows on 
your face. 

POSITION 
WANTED: 

CERTIFIED 
NURSING 

ASSISTANT/ 
NANNY 

Certified nursing assistant/ 
nanny: private for your loved 
ones, 30 years of caring, CPR 

certified. Dependable, with 
excellent references. Nancy, 
401-265-5661. 

NEEDED: 
Pleasant woman with air

conditioned. fragrance-free 
car to take Warwick woman on 
errands and to appointments. 
Call 681-4268 between 11 am. 
and 8 p.m. 

CONTACT TRICIA STEARLY 
401-421-4111, EXT. 160 

TSTIARLY@JFRI.ORG 

TO PIACE YOUR CIASSIFIED AD 

The JEWISH VOICE & IIERArn 
Business and Professional Directory 

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

~i@ MEDINA 
Paintine & Remodeline co., Inc. 

INTERIOR & ExfERIOR 

For All Your Painting & Restoration Needs! 
Specializing in water problems, repairing roofs, gutters and basements 

More than 20 years experience in Historical Homes 
F II I ed RIR #7320 

can Al Medina 401.438.8771 

Fully Insured 
Licensed #8269 

Working in the 
Jewish Community 

Since. 1990 

HORACIO PIRES 
PAINTING 

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR 
FREE ESTIMATES 

For A Better Job Call 
H. PIRES 

(401 ) 438-1072 
Phone and Fax Number 

Quality Makes the Difference 

Interior • Exterior 
}[ff~~ Estimates with/' 

· 24 Hou,rs 

Paul Abreu • Licensed & Insured 
401-252-9577 ,t • Excellen~ References 

...................... .................. • •• Fal0Portu9uei - REGl2l444 •• 

MEDICAL 

ORTHOPEDIC GROUP, INC. 

WWW.OGI-DOCS.COM 

Toll Free 800-725-3037 
188 Pawtucket Avenue. Pawtucket, RI 01860 

(40 I) 722-1400 • FAX: (40 I) 728-1910 

16 Hillside Avenue, Actleboro. MA 01701 
(508) 222-4450 • FAX: (508) 116-6465 

6 81ackstone Valley Place. Suite 530. Lincoln. RI 02865 
(401) JJ4-J700 • FAX:(401) JJ4-3414 

OPTICAL SHOP 

Spino's Eyeglass Gallery 
LUCIEN M. SPINO, Regislered Optician 

145 Wayland Avenue 
Providence, RI 02906 

Phone: 831-7353 

Hours: Mon - Fri: 9-6, Sat: 9-2 
Email: Sp1nos.eyeglass.galtery@gmail.com 

Prescriptions filled .. Designer eyewear ... Sunglasses 

Established in 1979 

Better Than a Billboard 
FOR LESS THAN $26 PER ISSUE, YOUR 

BUSINESS CARD CAN BE HERE! 
Call or e-mail today! 

• Tricia Stearly • 
401-421-4111, ext 160 

tstearly@jfri.org 

wwwjvhri.org 

PLUMBING & HEATING 

~-.G. LEES & SON 
PLUMBING & HEATING 

161 ADMIRAL STREET 
PROVIDENCE, RI 02908 

401 - 421-1358 

Neal Lund 

R,K& Son 
Plumbing & Heating, LLC 

PLUMBING REPAIRS • WATER HEATERS • SUMP PUMPS 

SEWER DRAIN (LEANING 

SPRINKLER SYSTEMS: Installed• Serviced • Repaired 

401-265-9752 • 401-233-4882 

SERVICES FOR SENIORS 

It's a Mitzvah to 

RENT-A-MENSCH 
Sp«iallling In krvlc< for kniors 
to keep you wife and s<cur< in your home. 

•Property Maintenance and Management 
•Safety Inspections and Upgrades to: 

•mm1m1ze fall nsks 
•max1m1ze: convenience, e:ffic1ency 

and safety 
• lmprove security 
•Or1v1n9 and other serv1ces available. 

Wayne ROHnberg 

TeL 401-273-4642 • Mobile. 617-633-6062 
www.rentamensch us RI R~g #2969-4 
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D'vARToRAH 

Our time in the desert represents a remarkable metaphor 
Numbers: 1.1-4.20 
Parashat Bamidbar 
offers us direction for 

a better lif 

Bv CA 'TOR R1cn,1Ro P ERLMAN 

Special to Ihe Voice & H erald 

This Shabbat we begin reading the 
Fourth Book of the Five Books 
of Moshe, known by the Hebrew 
name, Bamidbar, literally means, 
"In the Desert." This is a great 
description of the 40 years that the 
Children oflsrael wandered in the 
desert, as that is what the Fourth 
Book describes. 

More importantly, the period 
the Children oflsrael spent in the 
desert sets the tone, and represents 

Sacrificial offerings 
abound in Torah s 

fourth book 

BY J DITH ROMNEY WEGNER 

Special to Ihe Voice & H erald 

0 N MAY 15, we begin 
reading in synagogue 
the fourth book of 
the Torah. Its Hebrew 

name, B'midbar Sinai, "In the wil
derness of Sinai" (from its opening 
verse) is customarily abbreviated 
to Ba-Midbar, meaning si mply "In 
the wilderness." 

The English title "Numbers" 
translates Greek and Latin names 
given to the book by the early 
Church (Arithmoi in the Sep
tuagint, Nurneri in the Vulgate) 
because it opens with an Israelite 
census conducted in the second 
year of the wandering in the wil
derness. This includes an amaz
ing assertion (Num. 1:46) that 
the Israelites numbered 603,550 
adult males - not counting women 
and children! Modern scholarship 
notes the implausibility of so large 
a group wandering in a barren 
desert for 40 years, sustained by an 
occasional oasis; nor has a single 
archeological trace of this "Israel
ite Odyssey" ever been found . So 
"600,000" may well be an exag
geration characteristic of myths of 
origin. 

The early Church Fathers who 
divided the Torah into books, 
chapters and verses separated 
Numbers from Leviticus (even 
though virtually every priestly ref
erence to Levites occuis in Num
bers, not Leviticus!). Moreover, 
most of Numbers simply gives us 
more of the interminable priestly 
rules and regulations that com
menced at Exodus 25 and contin-

a remarkable metaphor for most of 
our very rich Jewish history. How 
can we forget that we spent almost 
2,000 years as a Jewish people 
forced to suffer the homeless wan
dering from place to place? How 
can we forget the Inquisition, the 
pogroms, the Holocaust? It was 
not until 1948, when the Jewish 
state of Israel was created and 
recognized by the world that our 
people were finally allowed to stop 
ou r aimless wandering. And now, 
for the first time in 2,000 years, 
most of the world's Jewish people 
live in Israel once again. Our 
people are centered in Israel, and 
those of us who choose to remain 
in the wilderness will see our Juda
ism change in ways none of us can 
predict. 

As we study Barnidbar this 
Shabbat, let us consider that the 
root of the word from which 

"midbar" comes is "dabar," which 
means "leader" or "shepherd." This 
is an extremely powerful word, as 
there were few respected occupa
tions that came before sheepherd
ing. Being a leader or a shepherd 
in the desert is significant, as the 
desert is actually the most impor
tant place for a flock of sheep to be 
led by a shepherd. After all, sheep 
do not need much sheepherding 
when there is plenty ofland that is 
covered with rich vegetation. But 
in the desert, a shepherd has to 
lead the sheep from oasis to oasis 
so that they can find enough food 
and water to sustain life. 

Interestingly, the root not only 
means "leader" or "shepherd," but 
also means "word." Perhaps "shep
herd" and "word" are both derived 
from this root because a shepherd 
leads the flock along by using spe
cific sounds and words. 

TORAH TRIVIA 

Similarly, a successful leader of 
people must also have the ability 
to lead through the use of words. 
To be most effective, a leader of 
people has to be able to inspire and 
lead through the use of verbal mes
sages that communicate ideas and 
directions that are required for the 
people to understand and act. 

ln all of history, there are "Ten 
Words" that have changed the 
world. These most important "Ten 
Words," known as the "Aseret Ha
Dibrot," or the "Ten Command
ments" were given by the leader of 
all leaders to the children oflsrael 
as they wandered through the 
Sinai. Those "Ten Words" have 
lived on all these millennia and 
are the basis of all the laws used by 
most of the Western world to this 
very day. 

Next week is Shavu'ot, the fes
tival when God gave the words of 

Torah to our Jewish people. I hope 
and pray as a leader in our com
munity that together, we can see 
through these difficult times as 
many people once again are aim
lessly wandering looking for direc
tion. We must learn, through our 
very rich Jewish history, through 
lessons taught to us in the budding 
and beautiful blossoms of God's 
"words" the path which will bring 
us together as one, to flouri sh as a 
cohesive people once again. 

Cantor Richard Perlman, 
the spiritual leader at Temple 
Am David in Warwick, is also 
a member of the Rhode Island 
Board of Rabbis. Contact him at 
cantorrick@templeamdavid.org. 

The Book of Numbers 
ued throughout Leviticus. 

Lists are a prominent stylistic 
feature of the priestly text, which 
likes to classify things in an orderly 
fashion. The census (Numbers 
chs. 1-2) reflects the importance 
assigned by the priesthood to sort
ing out Israelite bloodlines. Gene
alogies are listed for all 12 tribes 
- even though when the Torah was 
redacted in the 5th century BCE 
only the southern tribes of Levi 
and Judah remained - the north
ern tribes having been "lost" three 
centuries earlier following the 
Assyrian invasion in 722 BCE. 

Another reflection of priestly 
concern with the bloodline is the 
"trial by ordeal" (Num. 5:10-31) 
ordained for a wife suspected by 
her husband of adultery - which 
she may or may not have commit
ted (see Num 5:14). Notably, this is 
the only example of trial by ordeal 
found anywhere in the Hebrew 
Bible - just as the Torah's only 
instance of punishment by mutila
tion likewise victimizes a woman 
(Deut. 25:11-12). 

Other topics treated in Numbers 
include more of the sacrificial rules 
we saw in Leviticus 23; Numbers 28 
amplifies instructions about sacri
fices to be offered in the Temple on 
weekdays, Sabbaths, New Moons 
and festivals. Sacrifices could be 
brought for other reasons also; and 
the priests' "salaries" comprised 
specified portions of the offerings 
brought by individual Israelites. 
This presumably explains why the 
rules explicitly permit women as 
well as men to become nazirites, 
who were required to bring an 
offering at the end of their nazirite 
term. Numbers 6:1-21 specifies the 
ascetic requirements of a nazir or 
nezirah (abstention from wine and 
from cutting the hair) and encour
ages nazirites to pledge more than 
the minimum offering (6:21)! 

(Nazirite, by the way, should not 
be confused with Nazarene, which 
comes from a completely different 
Hebrew root meaning "inhabitant 
of Nazareth.") 

The Redactor intersperses 
priestly rules in Numbers with 
many narratives culled from other, 
sometimes conflicting, biblical tra
ditions. Three important stories 
are: (1) the excursion of the Twelve 
Spies to explore the Promised 
Land (chs.13-14) - which reflects 
political tensions between the 
tribes of Levi and Judah; (2) the 
Korahite rebellion (ch. 16) - which 
reflects political rivalry between 
the priesthood and the lay lead
ership, as well as between two 
branches of Levites who strove for 
control of the priesthood; and (3) 
the fascinating story (chs. 22-24) 
of the pagan prophet Balaam - one 
of very few characters in the Torah 
whose historicity is actually cor
roborated in non-biblical sources. 
Hired by Balak, King of Moab to 
curse the Israelites, Balaam blesses 
them instead - in a famous pas
sage later incorporated into the lit
urgy for recitation on entering the 
synagogue: Mah tovu ohaleykha 
Ya 'aqov, mishk'noteykha Yisra 'e/! 
"How lovely are your tents, 0 
Jacob, your dwellings, 0 Israel!" 
(Nurn . 24:5). 

The Book ofNumbers concludes 
with the death of Aaron (Num. 
33:38) followed by the encamp
ment of the Israelites beyond the 
Jordan (ch. 33:49), waiting to enter 
the Promised Land. Chapter 34:1-
12 defines the boundaries of what 
rabbinic Judaism would later iden
tify as Eretz Yisra'e/). 

The traditional account of the 
death of Moses was postponed by 
the Redactor and appended instead 
to the Torah's fifth book, Deuter
onomy, to be discussed in the final 
installment of the present series. 

wwwjvhri.org 

Judith Romney Wegner is a lawyer 
and a retired professor of Judaic Stud
ies; she has taught at many colleges 
and universities in New England, 
induding Williams, the University 
of Massachusetts at Amherst, Smith, 
Brandeis and Connecticut College. In 
the annual cycle of weekly Torah read-

ings, the reading of the Book of Num
bers begins on May 15. The Voice & 
Herald will feature one more piece by 
Prof Wegner, discussing the fifth and 
last book of the Torah that remains to 
be read during 5770. 

Jewish Heritage Month 
reception 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 
- On Thursday, May 27, 
President Barack Obama 
and First Lady Michelle 
Obama will host the first 
ever White House reception 
in honor ofJewish American 
Heritage Month. 

The reception serves as 
an opportunity to highlight 
and celebrate the range and 
depth of Jewish American 
heritage and contributions 
to American culture, with 
guests representing the 
many walks of life that have 
helped weave the fabric of 
American history. Invitees 
include a range of commu
nity leaders and prominent 
Jewish Americans from 
Olympians and professional 
athletes to members of Con
gress, business leaders, scholars, 
military veterans, and astronauts. 

Since taking office, President 
Obama has continued the tradi
tion started under the pre,~ous 
Administration of proclaiming 
May Jewish American Heritage 
Month. 

In this year's proclamation, 
President Obama said, "The Jewish 
American story is an essential 
chapter of the American narrative. 
It is one of refuge from persecu-

tion; of commitment to service, 
faith, democracy, and peace; and 
of tireless work to achieve success. 
As leaders in every facet of Ameri
can life - from athletics, entertain
ment, and the arts to academia, 
business, government, and our 
armed forces - Jewish Americans 
have shaped our nation and helped 
steer the course of our history. We 
are a stronger and more hope
ful country because so many Jews 
from around the world have made 
America their home. 



OBITUARIES 
Rose (Silk) Aidinoff, 97 

MIDDLETOWN - Rose (Silk) Aidi
noff, formerly of Greene Lane in 
Newport, died on May 1. The daugh
ter of Russian immigrants, she was 
born on Dec. 12, 1912, in Fall River, 
Mass. 

She died on the 25th anniversary 
of the death of her husband, Max, 
who died in 1985. 

Since moving from her home of 70 
years in Newport, she has resided at 
Blenheim-Newport in Middletown. 
She was known to many through
out the community as the co-owner 
of Aidinoff's Wine & Spirits for 45 
years until the business was sold. 

She leaves her two daughters and 
her son-in-law, Elaine Edelberg, of 
Farmingtoh, Conn., and Cheryl and 
Kenneth Chernack of Natick, Mass. 
She also leaves four grandchildren, 
Arthur Zieky, Linda Ahern, Pamela 
Messing, and Elizabeth Chernack, 
and five great-grandsons, Max, 
Ben, and Sam Ahern, and Jack and 
Joshua Messing. 

She lived an active life and kept 
her mind sharp, enjoying travel, 
reading, writing and knitting; she 
was an accomplished bridge player. 
Her favorite times were shared with 
family and friends. She loved her 
summers at her cottage at the shore. 
She held a lifetime membership in 
The Newport Preservation Society, 
and was involved with the Newport 
Havurah. 

Contributions may be made to 
The Newport Preservation Society, 
424 Bellevue Ave., Newport, RI 
02840. 

Ronald H. Beck, 69 
COVENTRY - Ronald H. Beck died 
on May 9. He was the husband of 
Joan (Skidds) Beck for 47 years. 

Born in Providence, a son of the 
late Max and Lillian (Abrams) Beck, 
he had lived in Coventry for 45 
years. He was the co-owner of G & B 
Automotive in West Warwick, a sub
marine mechanic for Electric Boat 
and, most recently, worked for BJ's. 
He was a graduate of Central High 
School, Class of '58 and a member 
of Congregation Beth Sholom. 

He was the father of Joseph F. 
Beck, of Cranston, and Melissa L. 
Kearney and her husband Steven, 
of Hope; and the grandfather of 

Michael and Victoria Beck and Mad
isen, Gavin and Hayden Kearney. 

Contributions may be made to 
Congregation Beth Sholom, 275 
Camp St., Providence, RI 02906. 

Larry E. Morse, 57 
JOHNSTON - Larry E. Morse died 
on April 30. He was the husband 
of Lori (Grasso) Morse. Born in 
Providence, a son of the late Stan
ley "Babe" and Marilyn (Kaufman) 
Morse, he had lived in Johnston 
for five years, previously residing in 
Exeter. 

He had founded several success
ful businesses, including Advanced 
Marketing, Inc; Docu-Print, Inc.; 
Morse Graphics and The Larry 
Morse Group (Spencer Cole Realty). 
In addition to being a successful 
entrepreneur, he was active in the 
small business community. He was 
elected as a delegate to the 1995 
White House Conference on Small 
Business, co-founded the Rhode 
Island Small Business Alliance and 
served as its chairman until 2007. In 
1997, he was appointed as the first 
Rhode Island representative on the 
National Small Business Regulatory 
Fairness Board for the New England 
region. In 2002, he received the 
Rhode Island SBA District Director's 
Award. 

An avid hobbyist, he enjoyed life 
as a small aircraft pilot, fisherman, 
boat captain, motorcycle enthusiast 
and falconer. 

He was the father of Benjamin 
Morse and his wife Tara, of Island 
Park, N.Y. and Jessica Northup and 
her husband Benjamin, of Putnam, 
Conn.; the grandfather of Benjamin 
"Cole" and Spencer Northup; and 
the brother of Paul Morse, of James
town and Debra Rosen, of Boca 
Raton, Fla. He was the grandson of 
Anna Kaufman, of Warwick; and the 
stepfather of Kevin, Jonathan and 
Kayla Flynn, all of Johnston. 

Contributions may be made to 
Home & Hospice Care of RI, 1085 
North Main St., Providence, RI 
02904. 

Estelle E. Mossberg, 89 
WARWICK - Estelle E. Mossberg 
died on May 6. She was the wife of 
the late Alfred Mossberg. Born in 
Providence, a daughter of the late 

David and Mamie (Schendel) Deluty, 
she had lived in Warwick since 1954. 

A 1939 graduate of Hope High 
School. she was a manager for 
Popular Club Plan in Cranston for 
20 years, retiring 25 years ago. She 
was a founding member of Temple 
Am David and its Sisterhood, a 
member of Cranston Senior Guild 
and the former Majestic Guild and 
a life member of Hadassah. She 
was the mother of David Mossberg 
of Warwick, with whom she made 
her home, and Sheldon Mossberg, 
Esq. and his wife Marjorie Golden
Mossberg of Columbia, Conn. ; the 
sister of the late Hilda Goodman and 
Sally Lowe; and the grandmother of 
Benjamin and Sarah. She also leaves 
many nieces, nephews, grandnieces 
and grandnephews. 

Contributions may be made to 
Temple Am David, 40 Gardiner St., 
Warwick, RI 02888. 

Dr. Reevan J. Novogrod, 93 
PROVIDENCE - Reevan J. Novo
grod, a former resident of Provi
dence and Bristol, died on May 10. 
Born in Providence, he was a son 
of the late David and Lillian (Asher) 
Novogrod. 
He earned a B.A. from Brown Uni
versity and a Ph.D. from New York 
University. He was a professor of 
criminal justice at Long Island Uni
versity, Brooklyn, N.Y., and, after 
retirement, he taught in a peer-led 
adult education program at Brown 
University. 

The brother of the late Esther 
Weisberg, he is survived by many 
nieces and nephews. 

Tobia (Toby) Siegel, 99 
WARWICK - Tobia (Toby) Siegel, 
died on May 2. A native New 
Yorker, she lived at Shalom Apart
ments from 1984 to 2008. 

She is survived by her son Sylvan 
(Kenny) Siegel and his wife Gail. She 
also leaves her grandchildren, Beth 
and Chip Mosher and Lara Siegel. 

She will be put to rest next to her 
late husband, Bernard Siegel, at New 
Montefiore Cemetery in New York. 

Contributions may be made to 
Chabad of West Bay, in Warwick, or 
Cedar Crest Nursing Home, in Cran
ston 

Continuing our century-old tradition 
of service to the Jewish community. 

* 

Locally operated to meet your personal needs 
with compassion and sensitivity 

SUGARMAN ~ 
INAI MEi\lORIAL~~ ~ 

CHAPEL =.a 
458 Hope Street, Providence, RI 
(401) 331-8094 • 1-800-447-1267 

Fax: (401) 331-9379 

Ira Jay Fleisher, Funeral Director 

Jill E. Sugarman, Funeral Director 

Member of the Jewish Funeral Directors of America 
Certified by the Rhode Island Board of Rabbis 

Call for a free preneed planning guide. 

wwwjvhri.org 
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Stanley F. Turco, 85 
CRANSTON - Stanley F. Turco died 
on May 11. He was the husband of 
Adele (Paul) Turco. They were mar
ried for 60 years. 

Born in Providence, a son of the 
late Abraham and Rose (Sheiner) 
Turco, he had lived in Cranston for 
55 years. He was owner of Turco 
Associates for 50 years. 

He was a World War II Navy 
veteran. serving in the 

~ Pacific. A former member 
~ of Temple Sinai, he was 

a member of the Jewish 
Committee on Scouting, past presi
dent of the Narragansett Council on 

Spacious, One-level living 
(1,518 - 2,400 SF) 

Only 11 distinctive residences 
Terraces & Balconies 

Underground Garage 
Heated 

Scouting, past president of the Cran
ston Rotary Club and a member of 
the Over-the-Hill Gang. 

He was the father of Howard 
Turco and his wife Barbara, of 
Warwick; Bruce Turco and his wife 
Stephanie, of Cranston; and Judie 
Desmarais and her husband Emil, 
of Warwick; and the grandfather of 
Nicholas, James, Jacob, Michael and 
Christopher. 

Contributions may be made to 
Boy Scouts of America, P.O. Box 
14777, 10 Risho Avenue, East Provi
dence, RI 02914. 

Location! 
Size! 

Amenities! 
Value! 

The Only Family-Owned 
Jewish Funeral Home 

in Rhode Island 

Michael ll Smith 
Liccns~d t=unl·rnl Di rt'Ctor 

1100 New London Avenue 
Cranston, RI 02920 

Tel.: 463-7771 
Toll-free: l -877-463-7771 

,;,,'-' Certifiitlbytlie 
i'liilif'l R.I. Board of Rabbis 

Pr,-Nud Programs Avail,,bk 
Wl,~ekhair A«,ssibk 
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the means of learning go in a 
new direction? What happens 
when teens are brought into the 
very camps in which many were 
beat down and murdered? When 
they're brought face-to-face with 
the blue stai ns of the gas chambers 
while arm-in-arm with a survivor 
of the concentration camps? What 
happens to such a learning experi
ence when you are able to see and 
experience the atrocities of the 
camps and the war? In schools, 
students are taught to recognize 
what has happened. On M arch of 
the Living, they are brought not 
only to a realization, but also to a 
state of spirituality, gratification, 
and self-empowerment. 

The two-week trip included a 
week in Poland where we visited 
such sites as Warsaw, Krakow, old 
temples that remained, and seven 
death and concentration camps. 
During our week in I srael, we vis
ited synagogues in Jerusalem and 
Safed, and we went to the Dead 
Sea, Mt. Masada, and the Kore!. 

In each c;ountry, we participated 
in the M arch of the Living; in 
Poland, we marched w ith around 
10,000 other Jewish teens, staff 
and H olocaust survivors, from 
Auschwitz to Birkenau. In Israel, 
we marched with about 4,000 
other Jewish teens from the Safra 
Square to the Kore!. 

Simply put, there is no way to 
describe the sense of unity, free
dom, and belonging that encom
passed us all during the marches 
and as we continued our journey. 

From linking arms as we 
marched into Birkenau Auschwitz, 

From Page 19 

The baseline to address all these 
obstacles, he said, is trust. "Don't tell 
me, show me, that you are t rustwor
thy." 

T AKING GAR E OF BUSINESS 

After Doris Feinberg called the 
meeting to order, students from the 
Jewish Community Day School 
QCDS) choir led the audience of 
some 140 people in singing "The 
Star Spangled Banner" and "Hatik
vah." 

Rabbi Elyse Wechterman of Con
gregation Agudas Achim in Attle
boro, Mass., gave the D 'var Torah, 
and former JFRI Board President 
H erb Stern installed the officers and 
board members of both the Worn-

MARCH: Is a transformative, life-changing event 

MEAH POLLOCK, left, Micah Moskoff and Chloe Edmonds, all of Temple Beth-El in Providence, 
wait in the Warsaw airport to board their flight to Israel. 

to singi ng "Hatikvah ," the I sraeli 
national anthem, while the plane 
landed in I srael, the New England 

different reasons, but left with the 
same sense of friendship, belong
ing, inspiration and responsibil-

of Israel, we now have a place to 
go, and so we will never forget to 
be proud of who we are. 

March of the ------------------------------ are W e 
Living group Jews, and 
used our two "When you see 10,000 other Jewish teens am proud 

weeks during d . h" . B" k • h of that, and 
this trip to an survivors mare mg mto 1T enau wit when you see 

bond• and lsrae1i flags strapped to their backs, you lO,OOO 0ther 
be joined Jewish teens 

rogerher. cannot help but be proud, too. Never forget. and survivors 
The Nazis marching into 

tried to take Never keep silent." Birkenau with 

us apart. --------------- - -------------- Israeli flags 
They tried to strapped to 
take our religion, our freedom and ity. Never forget. Never forget the their backs, you cannot help but 
our spirit, but through this year's six million lives lost, but further- be proud, too. Never forget. Never 
March of the Living, all of us were more, never close your lips; never stop speaking. Never keep silent. 
able to prove they h ad not sue- hold back . D o not just remember, 
ceeded in destroying our religion, but speak, and spread the story to 
our spirits or us. the world so they will never forget 

We all went into this journey for where we came from, t hat because 

A resident of East Greenwich, 
Chloe Edmonds is in the 12th grade 
at Temple Beth-El's Religious School. 

LOOKING: To the future offers exciting opportunities 
en's Alliance and the JFRI. 

Education, leadership and service 
awards were given to several com
munity members for their excep
tional contributions. (See the story 
on page 9 for more on the award 
recipients.) 

L OOKING BAC K, LOOKING AHEAD 

Carrying on the theme of looking 
back and looking ahead, Feinberg 
reminded audience members of some 
community milestones, includ
ing caring for our elderly - first at 
the Jewish Home for the Aged and 
more recently, through Jewish Elder 
Care of Rhode Island, nursing home 
programs, Tamarisk and Meals on 
Wheels; constructing the JCCRI 
building; providing social services to 

those in need and educating children 
and adults. Looking ahead, Feinberg 
described a community with seam
lessly delivered services based on 
defined communal priorities with 
less duplication more efficiency and 
greater impact. 

The new allocations process, with 
its focus on meeting communal 
needs, along with agencies con
solidating and integrating, will help 
ensure the success of this new com
munity model, said Feinberg, 

Feinberg recognized the JFRI 
leaders who came before her and 
those agency leaders - both lay and 
professional staff - who will guide 
their agencies in the coming months 
and years. 

Ed Feldstein, on behalf of his law 

furn, Roberts, Carroll, Feldstein & 
Pierce, accepted a plaque of appre
c iation from the JFRI for their many 
hours of pro bono legal advice the 
furn has provided the agency. And, 
N echama staff and volunteers, as 
well as community volunteers, were 
recognized with citations from Gov
ernor Carcieri for their extraordinary 
dedication and commitment in help
ing flood-ravaged victims - Jewish 
and Gentile. 

CEO's REPORT 

The community is making signifi
cant progress in achieving many of 
the goals identified in the strategic 
plan, said Silberfarb. He pointed to 
the success of Shalom RI, which has 
engaged over 1,000 Rhode Island
ers, particularly young families and 

Anniversaries·Menopause·Birthdays·House Warming 
RESOLVE BAD CREDIT! 

(f etsrJnaflzei 1ttua[s 
Juaitfi 'l(aye 

(401) 751-8665 

www.PersonalizedRituals.com 

Bar/Bat Mitzvahs·Retirement·Empty Nest·Adoptions 

BANKRUPT? Need a Loan? 
• We offer loans up to $500,000 
• We help you re-establish your credit 
• We are open 24 hours 

1-877-367-0130 
wwwJvhri.org 

By Max Feldman 

W eary, through 
the fire and sand, 
we dragged our naked feet. 

To bitter skies 
we cast our eyes, 
in search of something sweet . 

The promised land was 
in our sight and 
gleaming through barbed wires, 

But Nazi sticks 
and solid bricks 
did cut our last desires. 

Where grapes don't grow, 
a wine was made-
the spilt blood of our brothers. 

The Germans fi lled 'till 
their glasses spilled , 
and wasted all the others. 

Today t he rain has gone away, 
and though the ground 
looks dry, 

The souls below 
sti ll scream in pain, 
and starving children cry. 

Can you remorse 
for them today 
as folks had done before? 

For we must vow 
not to waste our tears, at the 
gates of Sobibor. 

Max Feldman, a Connecticut 
resident, was on the New England 
March of the Living trip. 

newcomers. Silberfarb also noted 
the success of the Young Leadership 
Network in engaging young adults 
and the Jewish Volunteer Con
nection and the Board Leadership 
Institute for helping to promote vol
unteerism and develop leaders. 

Silberfarb acknowledged that 
the campaign is down 15 per
cent $600,000, from 2008. While 
pleased by the $80,000 raised locally 
for relief efforts in Haiti and Chile 
and to help RI flood victims, he 
said, "The community's future is tied 
to the success of the Annual Cam
paign. The community depends on 
each of us, and each of us depends 
on the community. W e all need to 
participate as generously as we can -
more generously than we are." 

The format of the meeting, which 
reflected a change from past meet
ings, was the first with a panel of 
independent speakers. As the meet
ing ended and the audience retired to 
the JCCRI lobby for refreshments, it 
was evident from the buzz that new 
format was an overwhelming hit. 
Said one community leader, who 
confessed to attending more than 
two dozens annual meetings, "This 
was, by far, the best ]FRI annual 
meeting I have ever attended." 
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Voice to Reduce Poverty Confer
ence," on May 11 at Roger Williams 
Park Casino. 

Ironically, the 200+ participants 
represented age, religious and ethnic 
origin diversity. Religious leaders, 
physicians, social workers and law
yers were out in full force to learn 
more about the group's ambitious, yet 
laudable, goal - reducing poverty by 
50 percent within 10 years. 

"Do the math," advised Sister 
Anne Keefe, a Coalition member 
from St. Michael's Catholic Church 
in South Providence. "We only have 
eight years to go. I won't suggest 
panic, but urgency - urgency is a dif
ferent matter," she said. 

The morning tabletop discussions 
on sacred texts enabled strangers to 
bond with one another and, in other 
cases, old friends to reunite. More 
similarities than differences exist 
in sacred texts' commentary about 
children in poverty - whether the 
text came from Judaism or Hindu
ism, Catholicism or Islam. "Healthy, 
secure and well-educated children 
represent a brighter future for us all," 
said one participant. 

Too MANY !=IIILDREN 

LIVE IN POVERTY 

Some 36,000 children in the state 
(or 16 percent), live at federal poverty 
levels (defined as an annual house
hold income of no more than $17,300 
for a family of three), said Maxine 
Richman, a Coalition co-chair and 
CRC member. "That is simply unac
ceptable. We want people to leave 
here ready to take action." 

Elizabeth Burke Bryant and Linda 
Katz, of Kids Count and The Poverty 
Institute, respectively, spoke about 
poverty's impact on children. Noting 
some areas of progress, they refer-

. enced the need to restore programs 
and funding for children. Although 
Rlte Care, Rhode Island's nationally 
recognized health care program for 
uninsured children, provides high 
quality, low-cost medical and dental 
care for children, Bryant warned 
that it is "on the firing line" when 
budget cuts are discussed. Asked 
later whether the Coalition has 
made progress toward its goal, Katz 
explained that 2009 and 2010 data 
aren't yet available. 

Issuing a clarion call to action that 
brought the audience to its feet, Rabbi 
Alan Flam warned those who volun
teer, perform acts of loving kindness 
or pray to avoid complacency. "Our 
passivity in the public square allows 
for the passage of laws, the appoint
ment of judges, the enactment of 
policies that advetsely impact every 
one of us, and will continue to affect 
us for decades to come." 

Flam called for more than acts of 
loving kindness: "By opening our 
hands, our hearts and our minds, 
and by raising our voices in the public 
square, we have the opportunity to 
repair the world... a passionate and 
enlightened world in which justice 
rolls down like waters and righteous
ness like a mighty stream." 

G UBERNATORIAi, PANELISTS 

And, onto the six white men, who 
each responded to questions that the 

Coalition provided to them last week; 
Reverend Dr. Donald Anderson, 
director of the R.I. State Council of 
Churches, moderated the forum. 

The candidates - Democrats: 
Frank Caprio (current R.I. General 
Treasurer) and Patrick Lynch (cur
rent R.I. Attorney General); Repub
licans: Victor Moffitt (a former state 
legislator and businessman) and John 
Robitaille (he had worked for Gover
nor Carcieri); Independent Lincoln 
Chafee (a former U.S. Senator); and 
Moderate Party Ken Block (a busi
ness owner) - were asked four ques
tions. 

Although each candidate professed 
support for Rlte Care program, Rob
itaille said, "It's a sad scenario that we 
have to be here today. Lyndon Baines 
Johnson declared a W ar on Poverty 
more than 40 years ago." He'd like to 
see Rlte Care include more wellness 
program; access for social services 
should be streamlined and coordi
nated. "Children's needs are high on 
[my] priority list, but there's no appe
tite for raising taxes," he said. 

Rhode Island's economic problems 
imperil the state's ability to care for 
its most vulnerable, said Block. If we 
don't fix our tax and pension prob
lems, and get people back to work, he 
said, no one will want to move here. 
Block's comprehensive economic 
plan calls for the development of 
high tech jobs, akin to what exists in 
North Carolina's Research Triangle. 

Asked how he would keep Rhode 
Island's poorest children safe and 
secure, Chafee said, "A budget is the 
most important policy document," 
and referenced his experiences in 
Washington, D.C., when he success
fully worked with members of his 
own party, even as he voted against 
the party's initiatives. As governor, 
Chafee said he'd focus on education, 
childcare assistance (especially for 
children of single mothers) and tax 
credits for distressed communities. 

For Moffitt, God comes before 
family, business and politics; he 
called unemployment our state's big
gest problem. His plan to create new 
jobs is two-fold: Reduce the sales tax 
to compete with Massachusetts and 
Connecticut and grow the retail job 
market; and create the world's biggest 
aquarium that, he believes, would 
lead to the need for new hotels and 
restaurants, and serve as a vital tourist 
attraction. 

As treasurer, Caprio said that he's 
saved millions of dollars by focus
ing on priorities, strategic plans and 
results. Just think, he asked, what 
monies we'd have for social services if 
every state agency did that? 

Robitaille called the absence of 
fathecs in children's lives the "500 
pound gorilla. I don't know if gov
ernment can solve that problem, but 
we have to be part of the solution. 
We have to stop putting band-aids on 
symptoms." 

"The economy and unemploy
ment," said Lynch, "are on everyone's 
mind. But it's about leadership -
who's prepared to stand up [and make 
tough choices]?" Lynch emphasized 
the need to "stand up," such as when 
he took on lead paint companies - the 

ing education. Challenging Moffitt's 
claim that he was the sole candi
date pushing school regionalization, 
Lynch said he, too, has called for 
schools to regionalize. 

Chafee wants to address the high 
teen pregnancy rate; he'd also allow 
undocumented teens to pay instate, 
rather than higher out-of-state, 
tuition to attend schools. Knowing 
they can't afford the more expensive 
tuition fees at area colleges, many of 
these students simply think, "Why 
bother finishing high school?" 

RABBIS ALAN FLAM, Amy Levin and Peter Stein converse. 

D uring lunch, Deborah Gist, the 
state's education commissioner, spoke 
of the need to make Rhode Island's 
education system "the best in the 
country." Our state's Hispanic popu
lation has the nation's highest dropout 
rate, a fact Gist "finds appalling." In 
the afternoon, participants attended 
one of three workshops: Legislative 
advocacy, opportunities for youth, 
and faith and community partner
ships. 

only Attorney General in the coun
try, he said, to successfully sue for 
monetary damages to compensate 
children affected by lead exposure. 

Asked about the achievement gap 
between urban and suburban stu
dents, Moffitt called for regionaliz
ing the 36 school systems into four. 
We would save on transportation and 
union contracts, and towns would 
stop competing for educational dol-

lars, he said. 
Caprio, whose wife teaches in an 

urban school system, said that parents 
have to be more involved. We have to 
focus on the students, not the adults, 
though schools may need to provide 
resources and assistance to parents. 

Both Lynch and Block cited the 
lack of a fair and equitable state fund
ing formula for education as one of 
the key stumbling blocks to improv-

For more infamzation about the 
Coalition, contact Marty Cooper, direc
tor of the CRC, at421-4111, ext.171 or 
mcooper@JFRI.org. 

Celebrating 
10 Years of Serving 
East Side Seniors 
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Jerusalem 

PROVlDENCE STUDENTS 
(formerly at the Jewish 

Community Day School) who now 
attend the South Area Solomon 
Schecter Day School (SASSDS) in 
Norwood, Mass., visited Israel in 
March on an eighth grade school 
trip. SASSDS students pose with 
7he Voice & Herald, at the Western 
Wall in Jerusalem. 

The students brought a mural, 
made of36 tiles, to install at the Ironi 
Middle School in Haifa. Each tile, 
wrote parent and mural conceiver 
Laura Mernoff, was made by a 
student. When the tiles are fitted 
together, they complete a passage 
from Psalm 34: "Who is someone 
who desires life, and loves many 
days, that he may see good? Keep 
your tongue from evil, and your lips 
from speaking lies. Depart from evil, 
and do good. Seek peace, and pursue 
it." 

None of the tiles broke on their 
long journey to Israel except tile #18, 
she wrote. It was easy to fix, though 

· Mernoff had an adventure buying 
Israeli tile adhesive: The shopkeeper 
spoke no English and her Hebrew is 
very limited. 

Ironi Middle School students, 
scheduled to visit the SASSDS 
later this month, will bring their 
tile mural to install at the Norwood, 
Mass. school. 

Mother and son in Israel 

•. 

DYLAN ABRAMS {holding 7heJewish Voice & Herald) and Betsy Singer Cable are at a site overlooking 
the Old City in Jerusalem. Singer Cable was visiting her son Dylan in April during his semester of study 

through the TRY program, the Ramah Jerusalem High School. 

wwwJvhri.org 

WEARE READ 

FILM: Newly defines 'family' 

From Page 16 

Avery at the school where 
Avery was a student and Opper 
was a teacher. "Avery charmed 
me immediately," said Opper 
who responded to questions via 
email from Mexico where she 
is working on another docu
mentary. "I wondered what it 
was like for her to be one of the 
only African-American stu
dents at school. Was she proud 
to be unique, as her {adoptive) 
brother Rafi once said about 
himself? Or was she pressured 
to be the ambassador of her 
race at such a tender age? 

"Mycuriosityonlygrewwhen 
I finally met her family - two 
white Jewish moms - and Rafi , 
her Puerto Rican and black 
brother, and a younger Korean 
brother," wrote Opper. "As a 
gay woman who has always 
been interested in adoption, I 
saw myself in this family. With 
so much of America increas
ingly identifying as multiracial 
or multicultural, their story 
was one we needed to hear." 

Yet, "Off and Running" {the 
title refers to Avery's cham
pion track abilities) is neither 
preachy nor sentimental. And 
there are no heroes. When 
their only daughter decides to 
seek out her birth mother in 
Texas, Tova and Travis react 

with intriguing passivity. Are 
they really this laissez-faire? 
When Avery's choice of friends 
and activities put her on a path
way to trouble, you want these 
pa rents to spring into action. 
But they remain oddly quies
cent. 

Opper follows Avery's prog
ress with a non-judgmental 
camera. At times, the intimate 
observation of the teenager's 
mistakes is unnerving, yet 
always riveting. The film's mes
sage is simple, sublime and 
uplifting: Family is family -
wherever a child is rooted and 
loved. 

· "Off and R unning: An Ameri
can Coming of Age Story" pre
mieres in Rhode Island on 
Sunday, M ay 16, at 6:30 p.m. 
at the Blackstone Valley Visitors' 
Center, 175 Main St. , Paw
tucket. Tickets cost $10. PleaJe 
call 331-1244 to pay for and 
reserve your seat. 

Monica Collins, a writer 
and communications consultant 
does freelance work with Jewish 
Family Service, has been a media 
critic for the Boston Herald, TV 
Guide and USA Today. 

Jewish Family Service is a 
partner agency of the Jewish Fed
eration of Rhode Island. 
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Wedding Announcements 
r------~ ---- ---------;.,.,.-,,:-rr------, 

Patrice and Terry Benz, of 
Cranston, announce the forth

coming wedding of their daughter, 
Elizabeth Benz, of Warwick, to 
Matthew H ogberg, of W arwick. 

Elizabeth is the granddaughter 
of Patricia and Robert Benz and 
the great-granddaughter of James 
Qyinn. 

Matthew is the son of Amy 
Qyinn, of Cranston, and Jon H og
berg, of Cranston; and the grand
son of Sandy and Jay Strauss, of 
Cranston, and Libby and D an 
H ogberg, also of Cranston. He is 
the great-grandson of Jenny Luci-

ano and Ida Paster, all of Cranston, 
and the late Leonard Paster, and 
the late Minna and Allen Strauss, 
of Cranston. 

The bride, a student at Boston 
University School of D ental M edi
cine, graduated from Providence 
College. 

The groom, a Rhode Island Col
lege graduate, is a roofing contrac
tor with Eagle Cornice Co., Inc., 
in Cranston. 

The couple, who plan to hon
eymoon in Australia, will marry 
on May 22 at the Hyatt Regency 
Hotel in Newport. 

Recognition 

GEORGE E. LIEBERMAN 

George E. Lieberman, 
a partner with the 

Providence law firm of 
Vetter & White, has been 
again recognized as one of 
the best lawyers in America 
in the field of Commercial 
Litigation by Best Lawyers In 
America in its 2010 edition. 
Lieberman has also been 
named again as a "Super 

Lawyer" in the area of Business Litigation by the N ew England Super 
Lawyers Magazine, 2010 ed. 

A past president of the Federal Bar Association, Rhode Island Chap
ter, Lieberman, a resident of Barrington, currently serves on its Execu
tive Committee and, on the national level, as Vice President for the First 
Circuit. H e is also a member of both the Federal Bench Bar and Superior 
Court Bench Bar Committees, Rhode Island Bar Association, and serves 
as Chair, CLE Subcommittee, Federal Bench Bar. 

ROSS CURNETT and JAMIE GOLFIN 

Ross L. Curnett, the son of 
Jeff Curnett, of Summerville, 

S.C., and Monika Curnett, of 
Cranston, will marry Jamie Gollin, 
the daughter of Robert and Cheryl 
Gollin, of New H artford, Conn., 
in April 2011. 

The groom's grandparents are 
Jolanthe Szynkarski of Crans
ton (and originally from Berlin, 
Germany), and the late H enry 
Szynkarski, a H olocaust survivor. 

The groom graduated from Ross 
College of Charleston and the 
M edical University of South Caro
lina, where he earned a doctorate 
in physical therapy. He owns and 
operates Atlas Physical Therapy in 
Summerville, S.C. 

The bride, a graduate of the Col
lege of Charleston, is a properties 
manager in the Charleston area. 

They make their home in M t. 
Pleasant, S.C. 
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What if we weren't here? 

PJ Library provides free Jewish books, music, social and cultural events 
to almost 800 children and the ir fam Uies, fostering Jewish identity and 
lite racy in the earliest years. 
Your contributions to the Jewish Federation of Rhode Island make this 
possible. And it makes all the difference in the world. 

The PJ Library is just one of the reasons to support the 
Jewish Federation of Rhode Island's 2010 Annual Community Campaign. 

Give. www.JFRl .org 

wwwjvhri.org 
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