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AN ISRAELI STUqENT brandishes her 
identity card in a demonstration 
outside Jerusalem's Hebrew 
University in support of the Israeli 
Navy raid on ships bound for 
Gaza, June 1. 

Israel facing 
tough choices 

on Gaza 
Criticism of 

blockade mounts 
JERUSALEM OTA)- Despite the 
international outcry following the 
lethal confrontation between Israeli 
commandos and militant pro-Pal-

estinian activists aboard a Turkish 
vessel carrying humanitarian aid to 
Gaza, Israel insists its naval block
ade of the H amas-ruled territory is 
justified and will continue. 

But even Israel's closest allies 
backing the blockade as a legiti
mate means of cutting off weapons 
supplies to the H a mas regime have 

See FRUSTRATION, Page 1S 
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Little-known 
rabbi brings 
down Helen Authors share 'Secrets of a Jewish 

Mother' at sold-out event Thomas 
An audience of 

responsive Jewish 
mothers' 

BYMARY K ORR 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald IT'S NO SECRET. The 
authors of Secrets of a Jewish 
M other: Real Advice, Real Sto
ries, Real Love were a hit at a 

sold-out event. Some 300 people 
attended the June 6 event, spon
sored by The Women's Alliance 
of the Jewish Federation of Rhode 
Island OFRI) and held at the Prov
idence Hilton. Before they spoke, 

the audience viewed a short video 
presentation about "Women who 
get it," that highlighted the efforts 
of the Women's Alliance, and the 
group's vital role in supporting the 
Jewish community. 

Sisters Jill Zarin and Lisa Wexler 
and their mother, Gloria Kamen, 
read from their recently published 
book and delivered punchy, prag
matic advice to the audience of 
philanthropic women of all ages 
and a few men at the Providence 
Hilton. 

"Wow, I can't believe how many 
of you came out today," said Zarin, 
a co-star of Bravo's "Real House
wives of New York City," reality 

A solemn, sacred day as we 
remember Jewish veterans 

/Nancy Kirsch 
THE GOLDBERG FAMILY - Ari (from left), Zev-Adi, Eva, 

Zipporah and Lilian - w ait to hear Adam Goldberg speak 
at the day's ceremonies. See story on page 18. 

show. "This is our first presentation 
to a Jewish audience," she noted. 

Zarin created the initial buzz, 
balanced on red stiletto heels, with 
Ginger (her Chihuahua), and hus
band Bobby Zarin in dark glasses. 
She clearly was the reason some of 
the younger people attended. 

Robin Kall Homonoff, host of 
"Reading with Robin" on WHJJ, 
and Lezli Pious, (who, it was noted, 
is the mom of "The Amazing Race" 
winners Daniel and Jordan) served 
as co-chairs of the event and intro
duced the authors. 

The laughs flew when they 
opened with a quiz from the book: 
"Are You a Real Jewish Mother?" 

See WOMEN' S, Page 16 

B v R oN KAM PEAS 

WASHINGTON OTA)-Teenager 
Adam Nesenoff and his father, Rabbi 
David Nesenoff, are pretty far down 
the media food chain. 

The son, an active member of 
the National Council for Syna
gogue Youth, the Orthodox Union's 
affiliated youth group, runs his own 
newsy site, Shmoozepoint.com. Dad 
operates a Web site called RabbiLive. 
com. 

Both managed to snag media cre
dentials for the American Jewish 
Heritage Month celebration M ay 
27 at the White House. But in the 
past week, the senior Nesenoff took 

See THOMAS, Page 11 

/Nancy Kirsch 

NADAV TAMIR, CONSUL General of Israel to New England, 
is all smiles at his farewell reception on June 8. See our 

June 25 issue for more on this event. 
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Former student honored ahnost 72 years after Kristallnacht 
journey to past stirs 

memories for 
the Adlers 

BvMAnY Konn 
Special to The Voice & Herald 

(9N MAY 26, Provi
dence resident Betty 
Adler was the guest of 
honor at the Catholic 
school in Aachen, 

Germany that expelled her and 
seven other Jewish teens following 
Kristallnacht, the "Night of Broken 
G lass," on Nov. 9-10, 1938. 

Almost 72 years later, St. Ursu
la's, awash in music, memories 
- and the silence of the lost voices -
presented the "Against Forgetting" 
commemoration to honor these 
former students and to educate 
present-day students. 

"We have learned 
something from 
the unspeakable 
horrors of the 

past ... we accept 
the responsibility 

of treasuring 
and cherishing 
the memory of 
these women." 

Student Jessy Stirnberg 

the family in Guatemala. 

"It was a very emotional day for 
me," Mrs. Adler said. "] was happy 
to have three generations there with 
me, and sad my late husband, Carl, 
wasn't w ith us." 

Her son Marc, his wife Janice 
and their two children, Rachel and 
Jonathan, accompanied her. 

BETTY ADLER SPEAKS to the more than 100 attendees at a memorial event held at St. Ursula's 
in her native city of Aachen, Germany. A white Star of David, inset at top, broken off at one 
point, now hangs in the school foyer and bears the names of the Jewish students expelled 
after Kristallnacht. 

"After she spoke, the applause 
was vigorous. It was wonderful to 
see my mother treated so nicely," 
M arc said. 

The family met another former 
non-Jewish student who attended 
school with M rs. Adler. 

She recalled her as "a girl who 
could never sit still," said Marc. 

Of the eight students, Mrs. 
Adler, then E lsbeth Gottschalk, 
was the only one present. Two per
ished during the war, the fate of 
one is unknown, and the remainder 
survived. 

Thousands of Jewish businesses 
and synagogues were destroyed on 
Kristallnacht in a swath of Nazi 
terror and death across Germany. 

"It was a night no German Jew 

will ever forget," Mrs. Adler said. 
"The Gestapo came looking for 
my father several times; he was 
out of town on business. When 
he returned the Gestapo took him 
away. H e was questioned for a full 
week, but thankfully he was able to 
return to us. 

"On the next morning, I headed 
to school but was told I could no 
longer attend." 

At the event, students paid trib-

ute to the eight former students 
in an orchestral performance and 
readings. 

Mrs. Adler was very moved by 
the "Elegy for D achau," a haunt
ing composition in C Minor which 
contains Biblical texts and then 
concludes with the Kaddish. 

She spoke briefly to the attend
ees. "In the 1930s, St. Ursula was 
considered one of the best schools 
in the area; that's why I, as a Jew, 

Come cheer for your 

favorite local team! J 
FIRST ANNUAL 

I 
KOSHER 
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11am - 4pm 
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J chili sampling 

J bounce house 
J face painting 

J rock climbing wall J crafts for kids J live music 

concessions 
beer garden 
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went to this Catholic school. 
"I enjoyed my studies here -

geography, mathematics, and 
French (which was my downfall). 
Gymnastics was always fun and 
one of my favorites. I still have a 
report card from 1938 that Josi 
(M arsden] sent me." 

The family left Aachen in M ay 
1939 when they were granted exit 
visas to go to Brussels. A short time 
later, they emigrated to a branch of 

The Voice & Herald reached Jose
phine Marsden, head of school, 
who described the project as part 
of an overall "Against Forgetting" 
program in Aachen and through
out Germany. 

Rolf Levy, an Aachen resident 
and cousin of Ruth Levy, one of 
the eight gi rls expelled (and who 
later perished in the Theresienstadt 
camp), suggested to M arsden that 

See JEWISH, Page 23 
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NEWS TEASERS Days of hatred and anger in R.I. 

PAGE 5: 

BY NANCY KIRSCH 

nkirsch@jfri.org 

TIE SWASTIKA and 
artial racial epithet, 
ght, were painted on 
emple Am David some

time in the early hours of Thursday, 
June 3. Promptly notified of the 
attack, the Warwick Police Depart
ment began its investigation. 

ultimate symbol of hate leading to 
the deaths of millions of innocent 
people. These actions of premedi
tated hate and violence in Rhode 

TEMPLE AM DAVID 
Why is there so 
much corruption in 
Israel? Lehman
Wilzig 'tells all ... " 

PAGE 11: 
Will Rubashkin 
walk? State court 
acts on labor law 
violations ... 

PAGE 14: 

Cantor Richard Perlman, spiritual 
leader of Am David, a Conservative 
synagogue in Warwick, said, "l was 
horrified. How can something like 
this happen at a house of God? First, 
I was shocked, and then I was angry. 
How can anyone display such a cow
ardly and frightening act directed 
at both the Jewish community and 
people of color?" 

M arty Cooper, the community 
relations director of the Jewish Fed
eration of Rhode Island (]FRI), 
said, "The swastika represents the 

Island are not only unacceptable, but 
should be condemned by all people 
offaith." 

Media reports indicate that the 
Warwick Police 
Department has 
charged rwo indi
viduals with the 
defacement of 
Temple Am David, 
though investiga
tors are evaluat
ing whether their 
actions rise to the 
level of a hate crime. 
The rwo individu
als charged, one age 20 and one a 
minor, are also responsible for other 
graffiti in Warwick buildings that 
were not religious in nature. 

1 

-
i ___ _ 

The Mothers 
Circle celebrates 
its second year of 
programming ir:, 
Rhode Island ... 

"No more nickels, No more dimes, No more money For lrrae/S crimes" / Temple Am David 

and "Free, free Palestine.· 

PROVIDENCE- Some 25-30 people echoed these chants, again and again, 
at the beginning of a protest against Israel's blockade of the flotilla. Stand
ing on the sidewalk outside the Federal Building in downtown Providence 
on the afternoon ofJune 3, they held signs, carried banners and, loudly and 
frequently disavowed Israel's actions. 

THE SWASTIKA AND partial racial slur were painted on Temple 
Am David's exterior walls on the morning of June 3. 

PAGES 17: 
The Kosher 
Chili Cookoff is 
finally here ... 

PAGE 22: 
Jewish women 
of yore practiced 
herbal medicine ... 
learn more from 
Dr. Aronson ... 

Rosamaria Preparata, of Providence, insisted, "Israel is choosing war for 
land. Israel is not for peace. For Israel, peace means killing and ethnic cleans
ing. For others, it means respect for Palestine." Preparata, a supporter of a 
California-based group, Jewish Voice for Peace, said that she "respects the 
Jewish people and their values, but they're not exhibiting those values [in this 
situation]. The Israelis lie." 

It's just not in our national interest, said Everett Aubin, of Cranston, to give 
billions of dollars to Israel. "Israel is the most hated country in the world and 
the U.S. is the second-most hated," he said. Besides hurting our reputation by 
helping Israel, the government is "depleting our budget," he said. "There's no 
excuse for innocent civilians being killed." 

Representatives from various groups - including Rhode Island Mobiliza
tion Committee to Stop War & Occupation, U.S. Campaign to End the 
Israeli Occupation, Brown Students for Justice in Palestine and East Bay 
Citizens for Peace - participated. 

/Nancy Kirsch Cooper was forewarned that the current tensions in the Middle East could 
trigger violent acts such as the damage to Temple Am David "The regret
table and tragic events that took place on Monday off the coast of Gaza were 
extremely unfortunate," he said in a statement. 

THESE ARE A few of the protesters at the June 3 event in 
downtown Providence. 
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ExEcUTIVE EDITOR 

Meditations on 
• mourmng 

BY NANCY KIRSCH 

nkirsch@JFRI.org 

SHORTLY BEFORE MY 
mother died - on May 24 - a 
dear friend and wise work col

league said, "We struggle to be born 
and we struggle to die." 

And, when another friend said, 
"And life's a struggle, too," I started 
to think more about these struggles 
of living and dying. 

I don't know if it's a "Jewish thing" 
or a "Nancy Kirsch thing," but I never 
use the adjective "dead;" instead, no 
matter how many years ago someone 
died, I always say, "So-and-so died." 
I've been wondering about my word 
choice; I chalk it up to my desire to 
hold onto that person and all my 
associated memories. 

l believe that, as long as we keep 
sharing stories and telling tales about 
someone who has died, then that 
person still lives on, in the hearts 
and minds of those who know and 
repeat those stories. That's why 
I've told so many stories about my 
beloved Granny Ida to my children, 
now teens, in the hope, perhaps far
fetched, perhaps not, that they will 
tell stories about her to their children, 
even though they never knew her. 

In between the process of the 
strl!ggle to be born and the struggle 
to die, the struggle of life - our jour
ney of years - happens. And, it's not 
all struggles, as there are so many 
fabulous firsts: Our first taste of ice 
cream, our first swim in the ocean, 
our first kiss, our first joy of discov
ering sailing or bike riding or read
ing, our first shooting star, etc. And, 
of course, the firsts also include: First 
broken heart, first failed friendship, 
first job rejection or firing, etc. 

So, what happens after the firsts? 
Do we hold onto the wonder and 
awe we experience with the firsts or 
do we quickly grow jaded and blase, 
"Oh, well, that was a nice sunrise, but 
I've seen them before. So, what's for 
breakfast?" It's hard, but so valuable, 
to remain open to truly experiencing 
and relishing the wonders of nature, 
the joys of friendship, the blessings of 
life's bounty, whether they are first
time or last-time experiences. And, 
would we want to know we were 
experiencing something for the last 
time? I think not. 

As for me, when I gave my mother's 
eulogy at a small memorial service I 
held on Friday, June 4, I was moved 
to tears, both by the words I share 
about my mother, Ruth Weinberg, 
and by the outpouring of support and 
affection I received from the commu
nity. I am grateful. 

Albert Einstein wrote, "There are two 
ways to live: you can live as if nothing is 
a miracle; you can live as if everything is 
a miracle." 

Which way do.you choose to live? 

IT SEEMS TOME 

The death of a colleague 
Fellow rabbi imbued with housing and the equally troubling destruc- crossed the border, his crew drew heavy 

tion of Palestinian olive orchards beyond fire; David disobeyed orders and refused 

courage and integrity the "green line." In recent years, the orga- to shoot at the women. When the tanks 

MY COLLEAGUE, RABBI 
David J. Forman, died this 
past May 3 from unanticipated 
complications while await

ing a liver transplant at the Dallas Baylor 
Medical Center. Though he died in Texas, 
David had lived in Jerusalem since shortly 
after his ordination in 1972. He was buried 
at a kibbutz near his home in Jerusalem. 

Over the years, David and I ran into each 
other only sporadically - hardly surpris

Rabbi Jim 
Rosen6erg 

ing, given the geographi
cal distance between us. 
Despite our infrequent 
face-to-face meetings, 
few contemporary rabbis 
have had a more profound 
influence upon me. Over 
the past decade or so, 
he became my "man in 
Jerusalem;" with email 
making communication 
between Rhode Island 

and Israel so easy, I knew I could count on 
David to give me an honest and accurate 
assessment of the situation in our home
land from his position at ground zero. · He 
did not hesitate to offer friendly but firm 
correctives to my somewhat skewed North
eastern liberal views of the Israeli scene. 

While David and I came to develop a 
mutual, appreciation as colleagues, it would 
be inaccurate to call David my friend. 
Until recently, I did not know the names of 
David's wife and four daughters, and it was 
not until I read his obituary that I learned 
that he had seven grandchildren, Indeed, 
I never ~ew that David had long suffered 
from serious, chronic liver disease. 

In 1988, David Forman founded Rabbis 
for Human Rights which, to this very day, 
makes headlines in Israel for its active pro
tests against the demolition of Palestinian 

nization has expanded its commitment 
to social justice by working to reduce the 
increasingly toxic economic gap between 
rich and poor in Israel proper. It was 
because of David's prophetic concern for 
social justice within Israel and around the 
world that I would seek him out whenever 
he attended our annual conventions of the 
Central Conference of American Rabbis 
(CCAR). 

For me, David was the living embodi
ment of that verse from Torah: "Justice, 
justice shall you pursue." (Deuteronomy 
16:20) 

"But how cou1d l 
1ive with myse1f if l 
knew that l had shot 
and ki11ed innocent 

Pa1estinian women?" 

Rabbi David J. Forman 

David's passion for justice was seasoned 
by a mature sense of moral ambiguity. At 
our CCAR convention in Toronto in 2004, 
David told several hundred of us the fol
lowing story: He was in the Army reserves 

1 in the spring of 1982 and was called up for 
the invasion of Lebanon. His mission was 
to cross the Lebanese border in a tank. His 
commanding officer warned him that when 
he entered Lebanon, he would encounter 
Palestinian women picking fruit; but these 
very women would be shielding Palestinian 
fighters who would attack the tanks. For 
this reason the commanding officer gave 
the order, "Shoot first and ask questions 
later." 

Sure enough, as soon as David's tank 

-----Letters to The Editor----

Let's go with Orwellian double-speak 

In the M ay 14 issue of The Voice & 
Herald, Dr. Michael Fine wrote an 
article, "No death panels.,." stating 

that there will be no "death panels" in the 
new health care legislation. The new health 
care monstrosity proposes giving health 
insurance to 47 (or 30, or whatever the cur
rent guess is) million people while the rest 
of us are going to see lower rates. 

Even if we accept this unbelievable 
premise, how are we going. to pay for all 
this? Here's a big hint: You cannot save 
money on healthy people. This means the 
only option is to reduce expenses for sick 
people. Now how can you do that without 
rationing? And where \here is rationing, 

there has to be some advisory group that 
sets the guidelines for rationing. 

For instance, in the United Kingdom, 
kidney dialysis is generally denied to 
patients older than 55. So let's not call tl)e 
bureaucrats who came up with these rules a 
"death panel." Instead, let's use Orw;efaan 
double-speak and call them a ."life panel" 
- because they're just trying to make life 
better for the rest of us younger folk. Aren't 
they? ' 

Michael Frank 
Warwick 

Frank biogs at 
http://aconservativejew.blogspot.com/ 

Willard Avenue lives on 

Ihave read with fond memories the 
remembrances of Willard Avenue. 

My grandfather, Abraham Bazar, 
started many businesses on Willard Avenue. 
Among them was a bank, a jewelry business, 
a movie house - where my mother played the 

piano - and many other enterprises. 
Going to Willard Avenue to shop was a 

happy experience. 

Marian (Malenbaum) Golditch 
Providence 

wwwjvhri.org 

reached their objective at the top of a hill, 
three tanks had not made it. His close 
friend had been killed in one of those 
tanks. "Every day I ask myself," David 
told us, holding back his tears, "would my 
friend be alive today had I not disobeyed 
orders and crossed the border firing away? 
But how could I live with myself if I knew 
that I had shot and killed innocent Pales
tinian women? I am forever struggling to 
accept the decision I made." To live in this 
world of moral ambiguity takes courage 
and integrity. My colleague Rabbi David 
Forman had an abundance of both. 

The last time I saw David was in Novem
ber 2007, when he spent a couple of days 
in Providence to speak about the work of 
Rabbis for Human Rights. In addition to 
listening to David on a Tuesday evening at 
Temple Beth-El and then again the very 
next morning at .a meeting of the Rhode 
Island Board of Rabbis, I had the honor 
and pleasure of being one of his chauffeurs. 
Though it was early November, the leaves 
were still hanging on in all their glory. As 
we drove around Providence, David, born 
in Boston, confessed that he still missed 
our New England autumns. 

David was only six weeks older than 
I am. When I saw him for that last time 
here in Providence, I assumed he was in 
good health and that we would continue to 
grow old together - he in Jerusalem and I 
in Rhode Island. I assumed that whenever I 
needed to have a word with my man in Jeru, 
salem, I could send him an email and count 
on a timely and cogent response. How I 
wish that I could still reach Rabbi David 
J. Forman at his new home in Yerus/Jalayim 
she/ ma'alah, Jerusalem on High. 

fames B. Rosenberg is rabbi emeritus of 
Temple Habonim in Barrington. Contact him 
at rabbiemeritus@templehabonim.org. 

WE WELCOME the opportunity to 
present to our readers a broad range of view
points in letters, op-eds, columns and politi
cal cartoons. The opinions expressed therein 
represent the views or opinions of the 
author/creator of said letter, op-ed, column 
or cartoon and not those of The Jewish Voice 
& Herald. Opinion pieces from guest writ
ers must be 750 words or fewer; letters to the 
editor, 250 words or fewer; all information 
must be signed and include contact infor
mation and city of residence. The Voice & 
Herald reserves the right to edit submitted 
material. 

Errata: 
In the May 28 issue of The Voice & Herald, 
"Changes in open-heart surgery, orthope
dics" misnamed the orthopedic practice of 
one of the interviewees. Howard Hirsch, 
M.D., does not work for Orthopedic Part
ners, as reported, but for the Orthopedic 
Group Inc. 
Jeff Brier's column, '"Living with 
H erbie' ... " in the May 28 issue, included 
an incorrect email for Brier. His pre
ferred email is jbrier@brier-brier.com. 

The Voice & Herald regrets the errors. 
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Israel stumbles 
into a trap ON MAY 31, the 

world's attention was 
on the catastrophic 
oil spill off the Gui f 
Coast and Presi-

dent Barack Obama's enfeebled 
response, a disappointment to his 
advocates (I include myself), but 
to his foes, confirmation of his 
ineptitude. 

But while the oil continued to 
spew from beneath the sea, on the 

Jos_h 
Stem 

surface Israel's 
navy attempted 
to commandeer 
a flotilla bent 
on breaking 
its blockade of 
Gaza, ~nd the 
world 's atten
tion shifted 
dramatically. 

The consum
mation (deaths aboard the lead 
ship) was de,voutly to be wished 
by the organizers of the expedi
tion. For them, it was a no-Jose 
situation. If Israel allowed the 
boats to land, it would be a small 
triumph. If the materials were 
seized without deaths, and, as 
the Israelis promised, checked 
and then sent to Gaza, it would 
be a lesser victory, but not nearly 
as good theater as what actually 
happened. That was a bonanza 
- or was it a calculation? We'll 
never know. 

Tragedy on and below the sea 
Israelis to take such risks ... they 
took them." One Israeli was 
killed - the leader of the strike 
force, Yonatan Netanyahu, the 
elder brother of Benjamin Netan
yahu , Israel's cu rrent prime min
ister. But that was then. Now, we 
have been snookered by people 
whose public relations skills are 
exceeded only by Israel 's abil
ity to fall into an obvious trap. 
In 1976, no one expected Israel 
to attack. In 2010 everyone 
expected it, and Hamas was 
ready. 

email continues with these asser
tions: "There was no or totally 
insufficient, intelligence, both 
in terms of information gather
ing and analysis .. . And, hence , 
a bad plan for what was wrongly 
supposed to be a group of peace
niks, but in fact were terror
trained Islamic radicals, ready 
to use violence in order to kill 
our soldiers, not just to stop the 
takeover, which they knew they 
could not do." Toledano points 
out that information is "coming 
out now .. . to the effect that they 

Israel will transfer food, medi
cine and building materials to 
Gaza, and Hamas will have 
martyrs. The world will be able 
to blame Israel for the loss of 
life. The world will little note, 
nor long remember, concu rrent 
Muslim murders. by Muslims. As 
Tom Friedman reminds us in his 
column in the June 2 issue of The 
New York Tim es, within the same 
week, Muslim suicide bomb
ers murdered nea rly 100 Mus
lims in mosques in Pakistan and 
pro-Hamas gunmen destroyed 
a U.N.-sponsored summer 
camp in Gaza because it 
wouldn't force Islamic fun- "Families in lstanbul 

told the press that their 
relatives had a strong 

desire to die as martyrs." 

damentalism down the 
throats of children. 

When I woke on June 1 
to the news of the deaths 
aboard ship, I had a feeling 
aki n to despair. "Where," I 
asked myself, "are the people 
who planned and executed 

were well-organized , armed, 
and had thousands of dollars 
in their pockets. Families in 
Istanbul told the press that 
their relatives had a strong 
desi re to die as martyrs." 
(This confirms a statement 
in an unsigned editorial 
titled, "Israel and the block-

the raid on Entebbe Airport 
to free hostages '2,500 miles 
away?" 

Israel was the world 's hero 
back then on July 3, 1976, 
almost upstaging all the hoopla 
surrounding the 200th anni
versary of the signing of the 
Declaration of Independence. 
Lightning fast, the Israelis freed 
100 innocent captives . Accord
ing to the mission's overall com
mander, Brigadier General Dan 
Shomron, the plan succeeded, 
since, as "no one expected the 

Ehud Toledano 
Tel Aviv University 

My principal source for on-the
spot analysis in Israel is Ehud 
Toledano, University C hair for 
Ottoman Studies, Department 
of Middle East and African His
tory at Tel Aviv University (and 
a cousin of mirle). He writes in 
an email, "The commandos were 
sent into a mission that was ill
planned and ill-conceived by the 
high command of the navy." The 

ade," in the June 2 edition 
of The New York Times , 
"The Gaza Freedom March 
made its motjves clear in a 
statement before M onday's 
deadly confrontation: 'A vio
lent response from Israel will 

breathe new life into the Pales
tine solidarity movement, draw
ing attention to the blockade.'") 

According to Toleda no, those 
seeking martyrdom "were on the 
upper deck, about 40 of them, 
with the [foreign sympathiz
ers) staying on the lower decks, 
[who] therefore had no knowl
edge of what was being planned 

REFLECTIONS OF/IN ISRAEL 

and executed upstairs. It is due to 
their high skilled professional
ism that the commandos avoided 
being killed and ended up killing 
so few of the terrorists." 

Amos Oz, in an article he 
wrote for The New York Times 
on June 2 - the same date of 
Friedman's column - appears to 
bemoan two simultaneous sieges 
- Israel of Gaza and Israel by 
Arabs. H e wants Israel to sign a 
peace agreement :,rith the Fatah 
government in the West Bank 
and return to the 1967 borders, 
with East Jerusalem as the Pal
estinians' capital. Once this is 
done, Hamas in Gaza will either 
continue to be isolated or will 
join with Fatah . More pie in the . 
sky? I think so. 

Even an isolated Hamas still 
has the capacity to do irreparable 
harm to Israel, much as that tiny 
hole in the floor of the Gulf of 
Mexico damages its environs. 
Neither is going away; Israel can 
sig n peace treaties with willing 
Arab partners, but the unwill
ing will still be there and Presi
dent Obama will probably be as 
incapable of dealing with the one 
as he is with the other. I wish it 
weren't so, but my wishes count 
for little. 

Josh Stein is a history professor at 
R oger Williams University. Con
tact him at jste-in@rwu.edu. 

Israeli scandals: The ugly, the bad and the good 
Corruption often 

infects young 
democracies 

ANYONE following 
the domestic scene 
in Israel these days 
can only be appalled, 
what with scandal 

everywhere. 
Fo.rmer President Katzav is still 

on trial for rape and sexual harass-
ment; former 
Finance Min-
ister Avraham 
Hirschson sits 
in jail, convicted 
of embezzling 
millions of shek
els from a major 
HMO health 
fund; former 
Minister Shlomo 
Ben-Izri also sits 
in jail for taking 
bribes; former 

leading Likud power broker D avid 
Appel has just been convicted of 
bribing three city mayors; former 
Prime Minister Olmert is stand-

ing trial for three totally separate 
bribery and financial malfeasance 
offenses. 

And now what the Israeli State 
Prosecutor has called "the greatest 
political scandal in Israel's history" 
(that's saying a lot!) has erupted -
again with Olmert at the heart of 
the "Holyland Building Complex" 
affair. (If you somehow missed this 
one: several - perhaps even dozens 
- of municipal Jerusalem planners, 
council m~mbers, and even former 
Mayor Lupol.4nsky, are suspected 
of paying/rece1ving millions -of 
shekels in bribes t9 undercut and 
circumvent proper planning chan
nels, in order to construct a mon
strous residential complex that has 
irreparably disfigured the Jerusa
lem skyline.) And let's not forget 
scandals attached to former Prime 
Minister Sharon, halted only when 
he was struck down by a massive 
stroke. Qyite "ugly," no? 

What's going on? Here we come 
to the "bad" part. Most of this 
is ongoing residue of the Jewish 
diaspora mentality. For 2000 years 
Jews lived under mostly antago
nistic regimes. The only hope for 
survival was to maintain the upper 

hand by finding all possible ways 
of circumventing the laws without 
getting caught, using political con
nections to avoid the depredations 
of outright enemies, and generally 
viewing the Gentile government 
as something apart and inimical to 
the Jews' best interests. 

The restrictive British Mandate 
in the pre-state years did nothing 

"Virtu;;illy every 
lsraeli citizen is a 

'law-breaker."' 

to neutralize this mentality for 
those Jews who had turned into 
Zionists. Thus, even after 62 years 
of national independence many 
Israeli Jews continue - psychologi
cally and behaviorally - as if noth
ing has changed. 

It's not just that there's corrup
tion on high. Virtually every Israeli 
citizen is a "law-breaker" - paying 
the plumber without adding VAT 
(Israel's "sales tax"); getting private 
lessons for junior without asking 
the tutor for a receipt; supporting 

";"Wwjvhri.org 

approximately 150 (!) pirate radio 
stations; paying surgeons "hospital 
equipment fund" money to jump 
ahead of the surgery schedule Ii ne; 
etc., etc. Oh, did I forget fo men
tion illegal settlements popping up 
like mushrooms after the rain? 

So where's the "good?" If it 
seems matters are only getting 
worse, that's mostly an optical illu
sion. Serious corruption ha~ always 
been a part of Israeli politics, but 
"back then" the media did not 
investigate and report it, while the 
"authorities" (State Comptroller, 
State Prosecutor, etc) were wary of 
trea.ding too heavily on big toes. 

Moreover, the corruption was 
different: Almost all bribes, graft, 
etc., went into political party cof
fers and not into the private bank 
accounts of the leadership, as is 
usually the wont today. 

The reason that today all hell is 
breaking loose is that the media 
are now eager to ferret out mal
feasance, and the investigating 
authorities - from the Attorney 
General, State Prosecutor, and 
State Comptroller all the way 
down to the local police - have 
become more professional and 

willing to tackle such endemic 
corruption. It is impossible to say 
whether there is objectively more 
corruption these days, but it is 
clear that the forces of law and 
order have now joined the fray in 
very significant fashion - ergo, all 
those politicians sitting in jail. 

One last morsel of food for 
thought - especially for you, the 
American reader, sitting there 
shaking your head. Almost 100 
years after American indepen
dence, Boss Tweed and Tammany 
Hall ran New York City in a veri
table kleptocracy - while the fed
eral government suffered massive 
scandals during President Grant's 
administrations. There's obviously 
something about young democra
cies that lends itself to corruption. 
At the present pace of fighting 
back, Israel is on course to become 
as uncorrupt as America in its 20th 
century post-corruption era. Now 
that's very good news! 

Professor Sam Lehman-Wilzig 
teaches at Bar-fla n University in 
Israel. In 2008-09 he was Schus
terman Visiting Professor at Brown 
Universi'ty. Visit his Web site: www. 
profilw.com. 
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Being 'pro-Israel' might mean taking its side 
A little less hysteria 
from J Street, please 

B Y S HA! A FSAI 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald IN RESPONSE TO the 
recent violent clash aboard 
the M avi M armara, J Street 
has announced that it "is 
deeply shocked and sad

dened by repor-ts that at least 10 
civilians have been killed and 
dozens more wounded (includ
ing Israeli soldiers) . .. W e express 
our condolences to the families 
of those killed and we wish the 
injured a full and speedy recov
ery... This shocking outcome of 
an effort to bring humanitarian 
relief to the people of Gaza is in 
part a consequence of the ongoing, 
counterproductive Israeli blockade 
of G aza ... [T]oday is one more nail 
i,:i the coffin for hopes of ending 
the , Israeli-Palestinian conflict 
peacefully and diplomatically and 
for preserving Israel's Jewish and 
democratic character." 

I'm unsure that Jews ought to 
be "deeply shocked and saddened" 
that nine radical Islamists who 
were trying to injure or kill Israeli 
soldiers by beating, stabbing, 
and shooting them died during 
the confrontation on this Turk
ish ship. Nor, perhaps, should an 
organization that labels itself pro-

American fews need 
to lead the way 

forward 

BY NINA T ANNENWALD 

Special to Tbe Voice & Herald I H E DISASTROUS 
raid by the Israeli mili
tary on the Gaza flo
tilla, which killed eight 
Turkish citizens and 

o can of Turkish descent, 
crystallizes the deep lack ofimagi
nation in Israeli foreign policy. The 
flotilla was seeking to break the 
Israeli blockade of Gaza and, sec
ondarily, to deliver humanitarian 
aid to besieged Gazans. 

Israel may have prevented the 
flotilla from reaching Gaza, but 
on every other count, the action 
was a disaster for Israel. Interna
tional condemnation of Israel has 
increased, and the bungled action 
has drawn renewed attention to 
the unsustainability of the Gaza 
blockade. The ill-conceived raid 
has been widely criticized around 
the world, including in the Israeli 
press, both in its conception and in 
its execution. Leon Wieseltier, the 
strongly pro-Israel editor of The 
New Republic, wrote scathingly 
that the raid should have been 
called "Operation make the world 

Israel be sending condolen~es to 
their families - and wishing the 
wounded Islamists "a full and 
speedy recovery." (Here's hoping 
you' II soon be healthy enough to plot 
further harmfal acts against Israelis. 
We're sure you' II be on your ftet, beat-
ing and stabbing people, in no time. 
Love always, ] Street) 

Is there no limit to how deep 
J Street will bury its head in the 
sand in order to remain neutral? 
M any of the people aboard the 
Mavi Marmara, and certainly 
the nine Islamist passengers who 
died, were not part of an "effort 
to bring humanitarian relief to the 
people of Gaza." Sailing along
side other boats, and with other 
passengers who may genuinely 
have been "peace · activists" or 
"humanitarian workers" or 
"blockade breakers," does 
not alter the fact that the 
Turkish Islamists aboard 
the M avi Marmara had 
their own unique and 
overriding agenda: to 
battle Israeli forces and 

but this was not the case, which J 
Street ought to be able to realize. 

When it comes to radical 
l slamists, we need to recognize 
that they all share, regardless of 
their affiliations or countries of 
origin, an abiding hatred of Jews -
not just of "Zionists," "the Israeli 
occupation" or the Gaza blockade. 
A two-state solution as envisioned 
by J Street is the farthest thing 
from their hopes. An Israeli con
frontation with violent j ihadists 
who don't recognize the 
Jews' right to any sort 
of state in the Midd le 

ending the Israeli-Palestinian con
flict peacefully and diplomatically 
and for preserving Israel's Jewish 
and democratic character." Such 
people have no interest in peace
fully resolving the conflict and 
no intention of reconciling with a 
Jewish state. A little less hysteria 
from J Street won't hurt anyone. 

On its Web site devoted to the 
Gaza flotilla (gazaflotilla.org), the 
IHH, the Turkish group at the 
center of the confrontation, has 
claimed that "There is not even a 
razo r, knife or jackknife 

onboard" the Mavi 

'opened fire on sleeping civilians at 
4 in the morning." 

Sarah Colborne, director of 
operations at the Palestine Soli
darity Campaign, told the BBC, 
"that Israeli soldiers who boarded 
that ship opened fire and there was 
no provocation for it." 

W hite House correspondent 
Helen Thomas (now retired), 
taking a . breather from saying 
Israeli Jews should "go home" to 
Germany and Poland, has sought 
American governmental con
demnation of what she calls "this 
flotilla massacre" - a "deliberate 
massacre and international crime" 
committed by "a country that 
deliberately kills people." And on 
and on. 

Footage released of the inci-

try to severely harm or 
kill them. ls it a tragedy 
that nine of these men 
died attempting to do so? 

"ls it too much to expect a 1itt1e more honesty and 
moral clarity about what occurred aboard 

dent shows a very different 
story, but it is not one that 
J Street is telling. Is it too 
much to expect a lit tle more 
honesty and moral clarity 
about what occurred aboard 
the M avi M armara from 
"the political home for pro
Israel, pro-peace Ameri-

cans?" 

Shai Afsai, a Prov idence res
ident, is a teacher. Contact him 
at ggbi@juno.com. Should their injured be 

wished good health? H ad 
the Mavi Marmara?" 

the men truly been on a ---------------------------------
humanitarian mission, J Street's East - even a bloody confrontation G reta Berlin, a leader of the Free 
sadness, condolences and well- that ends with nine of them dead Gaza Movement, told 1he New 
wishes would be understandable, and others injured·_ is hardly "one Yo,k Times that the "Israeli sol

more nail in the coffin for hopes of diers dropped onto the deck and 

Israel sinks itself in Gaza 
hate us." He criticized Israeli lead
ers for confusing an exercise in the 
delegitimization of Israeli policies 
(the flotilla) with an actual security 
threat. Nothing about the flotilla 
posed any real physical security 
threat to Israel, he argued, 

starting with a lifting of the Gaza 
blockade (by Egypt as well) that 
are contributing · to a humanitar
ian crisis in Gaza. Israel certainly 
has the right to defend itself, but 
something is deeply wrong with 

Obama's call for Israel to conduct a 
full · and independent investigation 
of the incident. Such an investiga
tion - a standard procedure when a 
policy goes seriously awry - would 
go a long way toward easing inter-

national condemnation 
and military force is entirely 
the wrong tool for dealing 
with delegitimization - as 
the bungled raid sadly dem
onstrated. 

Since the 2009 Gaza war, 
Israel's foreign relations have 
been on a downward trajec
tory. During the last year, 

"lsrael desperately needs 
friends who do not let it drive 
drunk. lf we do not play this 

role, who is going to play it?" 

of Israel and defus
ing calls for the U.N. 
to conduct such an 
inquiry. 

The emotional urge 
to defend Israel when 
it is being widely con
demned is understand-

Israel h1ls, one by one, alien-
ated most of its friends. Britain, 
Australia and now Ireland have 
expelled Israeli diplomats due to 
the forged passports used in the 
assassination of a Harnas official 
in Dubai in January 2010. Israeli 
officials cannot travel because of 
fear of arrest for war crimes. Per
haps most seriously, the Israeli 
government has insulted and now 
finally alienated Turkey, its closest 
Muslim ally. Finally, the flotilla 
debacle puts the Obama adminis
tration, Israel's only remaining ally, 
in a difficult position of balanc
ing the interests of two key allies, 
Turkey and Israel, making it much 
more difficult for the U.S. to pro
vide diplomatic support for Israel. 

There is a clear need for a change 
in Israel's unsustainable policies, 

Israeli policy if all such efforts 
only result in making Israel worse 
off and more isolated in the inter
national community. Given the 
lack of diplomatic imagination in 
Israel, creative thinking will need 
to come from elsewhere, and espe
cially from the American Jewish 
community. 

Yet when our local Jewish fed
eration (the Jewish Federation of 
Rhode Island, or JFRI) released 
a statement on the flotilla raid 
on June 3, it merely echoed the 
Israeli government's talking points 
defending the raid, while sending 
around the same video clips and 
articles as those distributed by the 
Israeli Consulate in Boston to its 
email list. Puzzlingly, the JFRI 
statement did not even mention 

wwwjvhri.org 

able. Nevertheless, the 
JFRI is not a branch 

of the Israeli foreign ministry. 
~ ather, it represents us, American 
Je'¥5. Rather than serving as an 
echo chamber for the Israeli gov
ernment, we need to think for our
selves-and consult our moral values. 
Especially, we urgently need to 
rethink .our deeply ingrained habit 
of never criticizing Israeli policy 
no matter how self-destructive it 
is. Israel desperately needs friends 
who do not let it drive drunk. If we 
do not play this role, who is going 
to play it? 

The American Jewish commu
nity should support calls for lifting 
the Gaza blockade and increas
ing distribution of humanitarian 
aid. The U.N ., for its part, needs 
to do more to ensure that H amas 
is not able to smuggle arms into 

Gaza. Beyond this, American Jews 
should support Obama's efforts to 
put more pressure on both Israel 
and the Palestinians to reach an 
agreement on a two-state solution 
as soon as possible. This will need 
to involve some sort of reconcili
ation between Farah and Hamas. 
This is not a palatable thought right 
now, but we will need to start get
ting our heads around it. The two
state solution - and therefore the 
future of Israel as a Jewish, demo
cratic state - depends on it. 

Nina Tannenwa/d is an associ
ate p rofessor of international rela
tions a( Brown's Watson Institute for 
International Studies. Contact her at 
ninat@brown.edu. 

SEND US 
YOUR LETTERS .... 

The Voice & Herald 
welcomes letters from 

our readers. 
Send letters (no 
more than 250 
words, please) to 

voiceheraldOjfri. 
org or The Voice & 

Herald, 130 Sessions St., 
Providence, RI 02906. 

Letters must be signed 
and may be edited for 
content and length. 
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Greater support for Jewish camping 
· .--------,;;;:-----,- The increase in resources devoted 

CD C increases to Jewish camping is tied directly 

allocations by nearly 
60 percent 

BY CLAJRE ROCHE 

croche@bjeri.org 

PROVIDENCE - "Honestly, so 
much of what I've learned about
friendship, responsibility, leadership 
and Judaism, I learned at Camp 
JORI," said Brian Veltri, a Camp 
JORI and now a counselor there. 
Brian's assessment of his experience 
is a fairly typical one and reflects 
what we know about the value of 
Jewish camping. 

Studies have proven that there 
are three specific actions a parent 
can take to strengthen the chances 
that their children will opt to lead 
Je~ish lives as adults a~d make 
Jewish homes for themselves and 
their families: Send their children to 
Israel, provide formal Jewish educa
tion (such as Jewish day school), and 
send their kids ,to overnight Jewish 
summer camp. 

BRIAN VELTRI 

The Jewish Federation of Rhode 
Island (]FRI), the primary steward 
of community resources, is proud of 
its long history of support for all three 
of these Jewish continuity initiatives, 
which enhance and enrich the lives 
of our children and our commu
nity. In the next program year, our 
community will be building on and 
strengthening this history with local 
allocations for Je,vish camping total
ing $100,000, an increase of nearly 
60 percent. 

A YOUNG CAMPER learns how to make challah. 

------------------ : 
Positions Available 

Two part-ti rne 

synago g u e-bas ed c oord inators . 
of S p ecia l Educatio n 

and 

T eens t o serve as tuto r s 

and a ides in our Spec ial 
Education program 

Bureau of' Jewish Education 
of' Rho.de lslancl 

Contact Larry Katz 

401 -3 3 1-0956 x179 o r 
lkatz @bjeri.org 

T h e Bureau of Jewi s h Education 
of Rh o d e I s l a nd i s a partner agency of 

• the Je wi s h Federa tion of Rhode I s land . ------------------------

to communal priorities as identified 
in the Consolidated Plan for Jewish 
Rhode Island. The Consolidated 
Plan is one of the tools used by the 

. ]FRI Community Development 
Committee (CDC) to identify pri
ority programs and services to which 
funds are allocated. 

The Jewish Life and Learning 
Sub-committee, chaired by Linn 
Freedman, had the flexibility to 
increase the funds devoted to camp
ing because the new allocations pro
cess mandates that the CDC align 
resources with priorities, so the 
"~ame as last year" approach to allo
cating resources is no longer neces
sary or desirable. 

This summer, our community 
will support Jewish programming 
at Camp JORI and Yawgoog, the 
Boy Scout camp in Rhode Island. 
More than 50 families with limited 
resources will be able to send their 
childr~n to Camp JORI and area day 
camps with scholarship funds. 

And, for the first time, the greater 
Rhode Island Jewish community 
will offer incentive grants for first
time overnight campers for the 
summer of 2011. A matching grant 
program with the Foundation for 
Jewish Camping (FJC) will pro
vide Sl,000 grants to 10 families. 
]FRI, in conjunction with FJC, will 
begin publicizing information on the 
incentive grants in the fall. 

Claire Roche is the senior planning 
associate at the ]FRI and director of 
operations at the Bureau of Jewish Edu
cation of Rhode Island. 

JCDS AND AMERIPRISE "Rock 'n' Roll" 
PAWTUCKET - Renee Rud
nick, incoming head of the 
Jewish Community Day School 
QCDS), accepts a check for 
Sl,800 from Daniel Gamm, 
who organized the May 13 
fundraiser for JCDS. Gamm, 
senior financial advisor for 
Ameriprise Financial Services 

In~. in Cranston, sponsored the 
theater night. 

Current parents, board mem
bers, JCDS administration and 
teachers attended the Garnrn . 
Theatre's production of Tom 
Stoppard's play, "Rock 'n' Roll," 
after enjoying a pre-play dessert 
reception. 

JEWISH FEDERATION OF RHODE ISLAND 
BOARD LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE 

Jewish 
Federation 
of 
Rhode 
Island 

INFORMATION 

Claire Roche 

(401) 331-0956 x185 

croche@bjeri.org 

Upcoming Workshop 

LEADING FOR TRANSFORMATION 

Dote: June 15th, 7:00 pm 

Locotion: 

Special 

Guest: 

MISSION 

Jewish Community Center 

40 l Elmgrove Avenue, Providence, RI 02906 

Dr. Erica Brown, Scholar-i n-Residence for 

The Jewish Federation of Greater Washington and 

its Managing Director for Education a nd Leadersh ip 

Erica is the author of the book Inspired Jewish 

Le~dership, a Notional Jewish Book Award linolisl, 

and Spiritual Boredom, and co-author of The Cose 
for Jewish Peoplehood (all through Jewish Lights). 

The mission of the Boord Leadership Institute is to strengthen the greater 

Rhode Island Jewish community with motivated individuals 

who possess the essential skills and knowledge for effective 

communal leadership. 

130 Sessions Street, Providence, Rhode Island 02906 (40 l) 421 -4 l l l www.JFRl.org 

wwwjvhri.org 
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. Local communities' federations drive national agenda 
]FRI has an 'equal 

seat at the table' 

sparked by the fresh energy of 
JFNA's new leaders, President and 
CEO Jerry Silverman and Chair 
Kathy Manning. 

JFNA is one of the 10 largest 
charities in North America, rais
ing and distributing S3 billion a 
year through local federations 

that concern us and other federa-
tions across North America. 

This is particularly significant 
for a smaller community like 
Rhode Island: While on many 

· playing fields we cannot compete 
with large communities like New 

agency integration and consolida
tion which, as you know, has been 
underway in Rhode Island for 
some time. JFNA can also develop 
new tools and approaches for how 
Jews interact, communicate and 
connect with their local commu-0 NE OF THE bene

fits of being president 
of the Jewish Federa
tion of Rhode Island 
is that three times 

each year I have the chance to get 
together with the other federation 
presidents to discuss the issues 
facing each of our communities 

and those on 
-----· the national 

Jewish agenda. 
Together, we 
make up the 
board of the 

and network communities. 
With a mission to enhance 
and protect the well-being of 
Jews and Jewish communi
ties in North America and 
worldwide, JFNA's work is 
important to us all, yet its role 
is not always well understood. 
Many organizations that have 
both local and national levels 
operate with a top-down 
model in which the national 
organization sets policy for 

"We had a far-ranging and 
spirited discussion about 
what we can accomp1ish 
co11ectively that we can't 

nities - this is much more 
efficient than if each local
ity tackled this on its own! 

Our conversations are 
immediate and relevant 
for the direction of North 
American Jewry and how 
we address together the 
challenges facing us. At 

do alone ... and how a 

}\!wish Fed-
erations of 

fair overseas a11ocation 
should be defined." 

the most recent meeting, 
for example, we had a far
ranging and spirited dis
cussion about what we can 
·accomplish collectively that 
we can't do alone, how we 
should assess and set pri-

Doris 
Feinberg 

North America 
QFNA), the 
national organi
zation that ties 
our communi

ties together. At our most recent 
meeting, on May 23-24, I felt a 
real excitement in our discussions, 

the local chapters. 
In the Jewish commu-

nal world, we take the opposite 
approach: The national agenda is 
driven by the communities, whose 
participation is completely volun
tary. JFNA gives a national and 
international voice to the issues 

York, C hicago and Los Angeles, at 
the JFNA board table we have an 
equal voice and an equal opportu
nity to participate in these impor
tant discussions. In some cases we 
set the pace for change: JFNA is 
now helping communities with 

orities for our Israel and overseas 
allocations, and how a fair over
seas allocation should be defined. 
These aren't theoretical exercises; 
our decisions will determine a 
great deal about the work JFNA 

Secret agents, robots and swimming? 
It's time for summer 
camp at the]CCRI 

Bv BRIAN SULLIVAN 

bsullivan@JFRI.org 

PROVIDENCE-All I could think 
when I was interviewing Shan
non Boucher, the new director of 
children's programs for the Jewish 

Community Center of Rhode Island 
QCCRI), was, "W_here were you 
when I was a kid?" 

Summer camp at the JCCRI this 
year is packed full of fun - and (don't 
tell the kids) educational - activities 
for your kids. "Every experience, no 
matter how much fun, is a learning 
experience," said Boucher. Whether 
it's basketball, baseball, soccer, robot
ics, art, performing arts, science, 

cooking or swimming, kids will have 
opportunities to stay active in a fun 
and educational environment. 

"I went through a rigorous inter
view process for this year's camp 
counselors. I interviewed more than 
four times as many applicants as 
we had positions available to make 
sure we got the best of the best," 
said Boucher. Boucher's interview 
process even included an elaborate 

Learn to speak Hebrew! 
Join us for our annual Ulpan with our Israeli friends 

and educators Slmcha Pe'er & Rachel Ziv 

Ulpan-style Hebrew language classes offered in a two-week session, meeting Monday 
through Thursday, July 19 - 22 & 26 - 29 

Register online at: www.bjeri.org 
Register by e-mail to Diane Cerep at: dcerep@bjeri.org 

When you register, please indicate which section you would like to attend. 

I. Beginner's Conversational: 9:45 am - 12:00 pm 
2 ... Advanced Conversational: 9:45 am - 12:00 pm 
3. Intermediate Conversational: 2:00 pm - 4: 15 pm 
4. Advanced Intermediate Conversational: 2:00 pm - 4: 15 pm 

The program is open to adults and high school students. 

Program fee, due by the first day of classes: 
$50 per person; $36 for teachers in Bureau-affiliated schools and students 

from 7:00 - 9:00 pm at the JCC 
Wednesday, July 21 & 

Wednesday.July 28 

Bureau of Jewish Education 
of Rhode Island 

I 30 Sessions Street 
Providence, RI 02906 

401.33 1.0956 
www.bjeri.org 

A partner agency of the 
Jewish Federation of Rhode Island 

wwwjvhri.org 

spreadsheet with all the creative 
qualifications she was looking for. 
"I'm happy to say that all the coun
selors were hired specifically for their 
abilities to be creative," she said. 

This year's counselors (see "Meet 
the JCCRI camp counselors" story 
on page 9) will contribute their own 
ideas to summer camp, making it 
full of fun and unique activities, all 
while giving the counselors a strong 
sense of ownership. "I have been 
working at the JCCRI camp for 14 
years," Boucher jokingly admitted, 
"and I'm out of new ideas1 Relying 
on the counselors' ideas, in combi
nation with programs and activities 
we've done in the past, will make for 
an exciting camp experience. 

"All the counselors have some 
type of musical talent that they will 
incorporate into their daily team 
activities. It might be playing the 
guitar while the kids chant or sing 
songs, but there will be music." 

One of Boucher's goals was to find 
counselors who recognize that each 
camper has unique interests and 
abilities, ensuring that children will 
participate in a wide variety of excit
ing, stimulating, and inspiring activ
ities. She explained, "They'll always 
have a choice; we're going to make 
sure that they won't get stuck doing 
an activity they don't want to do." 

A CAMP FOR EVfillY AGE 

J-Camp, for children ages 2-5, 
will interweave fun, daily activi
ties with attention to the social, 
emotional, physical and intellectual 
growth of the campers. Along with 
the weekly thematic J-Camp pro
gram is the nationally standardized 
swim program that promotes water 
safety and swim readiness. 

The J-Camp Experience, for kids 
in grades K-7, will feature exciting 

and the local communities are able 
to accomplish across North Amer
ica, in Israel and elsewhere over 
the next several years. 

JFNA sets the table for commu
nities to come together and reflect 
on what it means to be an orga
nized Jewish community - locally 
and nationally - now, and for the 
future. They don't provide the 
answers, but make the discussions 
possible. The Rhode Island Jewish 
community is part of something 
bigger, and all of us come together 
to work toward the greater good, 
for the benefit of our fellow Jews 
here, nationally and abroad. W e 
can accomplish so much more if 
we work with other Jewish com
munities; being part of those 
conversations is something to feel 
very good about. I am proud to 
represent our Rhode Island Jewish 
community and I am proud of 
our recent accomplishments that 
are not unnoticed on the national 
scene. 

act1v1t1es and challenging oppor
tunities to discover new interests, 
develop new skills, and explore new 
surroundings. In addition to daily 
activities, }-Campers will go on · 
weekly field trips; the small staff
to-camper ratio means the campers 
are closely supervised, on and off 
camp property. Canobie Lake Park 
in Salem, N.H . and the EcoTarium 
in Worcester, Mass. have been past 
field trip sites. 

The JCCRI's weekly specialty 
camps offer yet more options. K.id
zart, for example, provide imagina
tive activities - training to be a secret 
agent one week, and cooking and 
arts from around the world another 
week. Robotics, where kids build 
and program their own robots, is 
always popular. 

For those who want more focus 
on sports and fitness, consider the 
Elite National Soccer Camp or the 
general Sports Camp, among others. 
If your child craves the spotlight, 
consider the two-week Performing 
Arts and Music Camp where camp
ers learn all aspects of the perform
ing arts, from designing and making 
costumes, to acting, dancing and 
stage management. 

There's definitely something to 
engage every child at the JCCRI this 
summer! 

Visit the JCCRI online at www. 
jccri.org or call 861-8800, ext. 147 
far information about JCCRI summer 
camps. 

Brian Sullivan is a marketing asso
ciate at the Jewish Federation of Rhode 
Island. 

1he JCCRI is a program agency of 
the Jewish Federation of Rhode Island. 
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Meet the JCCRI camp counselors www.BonnieSellsHouses.com 
7hese guys - and gals 

- should start 
a band!! 

PROVIDENCE - The JCCRI has 
an "all-star" lineup of camp coun
selors, who The Voice & Herald 
introduces to you. Each is certified 
in CPR and trained in first aid! See 
the related story on page 8, "Secret 
agents, robots and swimming?" for 
more about JCCRI summer camp 
offerings. 

Hunter Hackett, head counselor 
• Plays tennis 
• Has leaders~ip training 
• Teaches all sports, all art 

Liz Caruolo, counselor 
• Experienced with children with 

special needs 
• Lifeguard; Epipen, asthma 

inhaler, AED assistant certified 
• Teaches all sports, all art 
• Plays piano 

Jessica Cruz, junior counselor 
• Knows yoga, fluent in Spanish 

• Teaches comic books 

Frisbee, 
tennis. 

• Sings and plays guitar 

Jeff Alderson, head counselor 
and Web site manager 

• Computer tech coordinator, 
worked for Harlem Globetrotters 
camp 

• Experienced camp counselor, 
college RA 

• Teaches art, Frisbee, soccer, 

Allie Robbio, junior counselor 
• Teaches dodge ball, volleyball, 

Frisbee, tie dye, robotics 
• Sings 

Nicole Davis, counselor 
• Previous volunteer at the 

JCCRI, played basketball for 8 
years 

• Babysitter, fluent in Spanish 
• Teaches all sports, all art 

junior counselor 

#1 Coldwell Banker 
Residential Brokerage Agent 

in RI - 2009 

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE 

Bonnie Kaplan 
401-374-4488 

• Gifted puppeteer, rutor, RISD 
certified photographer and juggler 

• Teaches puppetry, comics, 
illustration, digital art, drawing, 
baseball 

'Let Bonnie'.1 Experience Workj<Jr you in 20/0' 

• Plays the cello 

l11p :?'" n1 '\RI l"rllplo\n:, \\orlJ\\llk 

( ,111 h•d.t} Im C 0111pli 111,:n1.ir) \ l ,1rk,:1 \ 11,11\,1<. ,itld llomc St.1g111g 

Celebrating 
10 Years of Serving 
East Side Seniors 

EPOCH Assisted Living on the East Side and 
EPOCH Assisted Living on Blackstone Boulevard . 

Serving Providence Seniors Since 2000. 

In times like these, you want a senior community that has stood the test of time. Only one 
provider on the East Side has been consistently taking care of Providence area seniors for a 
decade - EPOCH Senior Li,~ng. 

Witl1 two great communities to choose from, EPOCH offers the full spectrum of healtl1eare 
and Lifestyle options in one of the most charming and historic neighborhoods of Providence. 

Assisted Living • Skilled Nursing • Short-Term Rehabilitation 

Memory Care • Respite • On-Site Fitness Center 

Call today for more information or to schedule a personal visit. 

~ 
lEPOCH® 

ASSISTED LIV IN G 
on the F.ast Side 

Next to Eastside Marketplace 
One Butler Avenue • Providence, RI 

401-275-0682 

~ 
lEPOCJill® 

ASS I STED LIVI N G 

on Blac kstone Boulevard 

353 Blackstone Boulevard 
Pro,~dcnce, RI 

401-273-6565 

The Residence of Choice for Seniors 
www.e pochsl.com 

wwwJvhri.org 
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Jewish Community Calendar 

Friday Brightview Commons, 57 Assisted Living Residence, 3 7 p.m. An evening of inspiration, 
Grandeville Court, Wakefield Shalom Drive, Warwick More info: 331-6070 song and dance with Chana 

Leah Nunez 
June 11 1 -2:30 p.m. 1 :30 - 3:30 p.m. 

Temple Shalom Installation of Cha bad of West Bay, 3871 Post 
More info: Susan Adler at 621- More info: Susan Adler at 621- Officers Road, Warwick Temple Emanu-EI Annual 5374 or sadler-jeri@jsari.org 5374 or sadler-jeri@jsari.org 

Temple Shalom, 223 Valley Rd., 7-9 p.m. Meeting 
Holocaust Education & Re- Art Show Opening Reception Middletown 99 Taft Ave., Providence $20 suggested donation/$100 

5 p.m. - Business meeting; source Center of RI Annual "The Art and Design of Ruth 7:30 p.m. event sponsor 
5:45 p.m. - Shabbat service; Meeting Abraams Spencer," RISD 1930- More info: 846-9002 RSVP required: 884-7888 or 
6:45 p.m. - Dinner; 7:15 p.m. - Beacon Charter School for the 34, with remarks by Andrew 

Mrs.Laufer@gmail.com 
Meeting Arts' students present excerpts Martinez, RISD archivist at 6 Saturday More info: 331-1616 from the Diary of Anne Frank. p.m. 

Friday JCCRI, 401 Elmgrove Ave., Brown/RISO Hillel Gallery, 80 June 19 'Brighton Beach Memoirs' Providence Brown St., Providence 
June25 opens 

7 p.m. 4- 7 p.m. Art Exhibit and Reception 
The Community Players perform 

More info: 453-7860 or More info: www.brownhillel.org Work of artist Michele Keir to Yiddish Shmoozers Neil Simon's semiautobiograph-
mzeidman@hercri.org benefit American Parkinson's Year-end breakfast and enter-ical dramatic comedy. Adoption Options Meeting Disease Association research. tainment by Stanley Freedman. 

Jenks Auditorium, 350 Division New England Academy of Information session on choices Epoch on the East Side, 1 Butler JCCRI, 401 Elmgrove Ave., St., Pawtucket Torah Graduation for adoption. Ave., Providence Providence 
8 p.m. June 11, 12, 18 and 19; 2 PHDS, Jewish Family Service, 959 N. 2 p.m. 9:30 - 11 :30 a.m. p.m. June 13 and 20 450 Elmgrove Ave., Providence Main St., Providence More info: Karen Ferranti at More info: 861-8800 $15-Adults; $12- Students 7 p.m. 6- 7 p.m. 275-0682 
More info: 726-6860 or www. More info: 331-5327 More info: Peg Boyle at 331- "Know Your Candidate" at 
thecom~unityplayers.org 5437 or peg@jfsri.org Sunday Temple To rat Yisrael Senior 

Tuesday Cafe 

Sunday Hug N'hamah: Circle of Con-
June 20 Betsy Dennigan, Second Con-

June15 solation gressional District candidate 
Bereavement discussion group Adult/Child Teams at Father's for the Democratic nomination, June 13 

East Greenwich Lunch & facilitated by Dr. Judith Lubiner, Day Fun will answer questions. 
1st Annual Rhode Island Learn a licensed psychologist, and Build your own rocket and Temple Torat Yisrael, 330 Park 
Kosher Chili Cook-Off Topic: " Is Vegetarian the Real Rabbi Amy Levin. Open to the launch it up to two times, cook- Ave., Cranston 

Jewish Community Center of Kosher?" Participants order community, new members out and outdoor water slide. 11 :15 a.m. - Program; Noon -
Rhode Island, 401 Elmgrove from the menu and Rabbi Amy welcome. 

JCCRI, 401 Elmgrove Ave., Lunch 
Ave., Providence Levin leads the discussion. Temple To rat Yisrael, 330 Park Providence $3 lunch donation for 60+ and 
11 a.m. - 4 p.m. T's Restaurant, 5600 Post Rd., Ave., Cranston 

1- 3 p.m. under 60 disabled 
$10-Adults; $5- Children un- East Greenwich 7:30 p.m. 

$30 per team (includes one More info: Neal or Steve at 
der 12; $30 - Family maximum Noon - 1 :30 p.m. More info: 785-1800 model rocket kit, cookout and 781-1771 
More info: Bethany Sutton at More info: 785-1800 

Friday 
waterslide) Temple Torat Yisrael hosts a 

726-3570, Meredith Sinel at 
Board Leadership Institute More info: Heidi at 861-8800 ext. Seniors Cafe every Monday 

263-3399 or www.rikosherchili- 146 or htenneylebron@jccri.org. through Friday. 
cookoff.com Dr. Erica Brown, scholar-in-res- June18 
See story on page 17 idence for The Jewish Federa- Wednesday Sunday tion of Greater Washington, JCDSRI Graduation 

Leisure Club Brunch & Annual and author of Inspired Jewish Jewish Community Day School 
June23 June27 Meeting Leadership, will address "Lead- of RI, 85 Taft Ave., Providence 

Temple Emanu-EI, 99 Taft Ave., ing for Transformation." 
10 a.m. Touro Fraternal Steak Fry "Led Shleppelin - Stairway to 

Providence JCCRI, 401 Elmgrove Ave., 
More info: 751 -2470 Presentation from March of Leaven Tour" 

1 p.m. Providence 
the Living participants, enjoy a Benefit dance and concert by 

More info: 331 -1616 7 p.m. "Know Your Candidate" at steak fry. Purim shpiel band Led Shlep-
More info: Claire Roche at JCCRI Senior Cafe 

Touro Hall, 45 Rolfe Square, pelin. 
PHDS Amudim Dinner 331-0956, ext. 185 or croche@ John Robitaille Republican can-

Cranston Temple Ema nu-El, 99 Taft Ave., 
School honors Arthur Robbins, bjeri.org didate for governor, will answer 

6:30 p.m. Providence 
Helene Felder and Greg Zucker- questions. 

7-10 p.m. man. Wednesday JCCRI, 401 Elmgrove Ave., Members only, by reservation 

Providence Hebrew Day Providence More info: info@tourofraternal. $25 

School, 450 Elm grove Ave, June 16 Noon - Lunch; 12:45 p.m. - org More info: Gershon Levine at 
Providence Program 331-1616 or glevine@teprov.org 

5 p.m. PHDS Graduation 
$3 lunch donation for 60+ and Thursday Monday More info: 331-5327 

Providence Hebrew Day under 60 disabled 
School, 450 Elmgrove Ave., 

More info: Neal Drobnis or June24 

Monday 
Providence 

Lucy Flam at 861-8800 ext. 107 June28 
JERI Satellite Office Hours 7 p.m. 

The JCCRI hosts a Senior Cafe See June 14 entry for more JERI Satellite Office Hours 
June14 More info: 331-5327 every Wednesday and Friday. infonnation See June 14 entry for more 

Thursday Shabbat Under the Stars Congregation B'nai Israel, 224 infonnation JERI Satellite Office Hours 
Topic: "The Full Plate Kosher Outdoor Shabbat services Prospect St., Woonsocket Sakonnet Bay Manor, 1215 

include songs, stories and 2-3 p.m. Main Rd., Tiverton Food Pantry - One Year Later." June 17 
JERI Director Susan Adler and summer oneg Shabbat treats; More info: Susan Adler at 621- 10 - 11 :30a.m. 
Assistant Director Ethan Adler JERI Satellite Office Hours children with June birthdays 5374 or sadler-jeri@jsari.org More info: Susan Adler at621-
will counsel seniors and their See June 14 entry for more will be honored. Chabad Women's Inspiration 5374 or sadler-jeri@jsari.org 
families on any issues. Ethan is infonnation Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard Dinner 
available for pastoral counsel-

Phyllis Siperstein Tama risk Ave., Providence 
ing. 

wwwjvhri.org 
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THOMAS' remarks end a colorful career 

PAGE 11 

From Page 1 

things to another level, turning his 
few hours as a hobnobber into 15 
minutes of fame as the You Tube 
journalist who brought down a 
media icon. 

It was the rabbi, armed with a 
camera and accompanied by his son 
and his teenage friend, who went 
around asking notables if they had . 
any "comments on Israel." 

As the world now knows, Helen 
Thomas sure did. 

"Tell them to get the hell out 
of Palestine," the doyenne of the 
Washington press corps said, and 
laughed. "Remember, these people 
are occupied, and it's their land." 

Nesenoff asked where she thought 
they should go. 

Go home," she responded. 
Asked to elaborate, Thomas said, 

"Poland, Germany," and after more 
prompting by the rabbi, added "and 
America, and everywhere else." 

The rabbi didn't post the video 
until June 3, but it quickly gained 
national attention, unleashing a 
flurry of demands for Thomas' mar
ginalization, if not dismissal. 

On Monday, Thomas, 89, heeded 
the calls and quit, according to her 
employer, the Hearst Corp. Thomas' 
phone number was not answering. 

The Nesenoff video went viral 
after being picked up by Yidwithlid, 
a popular site run by the conserva
tive commentator Sammy Benoit, 
and then posted to the hyper-pop
ular conservative video site Breitbart 
TV. 

That's when the complaints 
started: B'nai B'rith International 
issued a June 4 statement from 
President Dennis Glick, demanding 
that Thomas be fired. 

A diverse slew of other Jewish 
organizations soon followed. Ari 
Fleischer of the Bush administra
tion and Lanny Davis of the Clin
ton administration called for her to 
be sacked. 

The first death knell for Thomas' 
career, though, probably came when 
she found herself being criticized 

on liberal Web sites such as Huff- The die was cast: Midday against Jerusalem's perceived mis-
ington Post and Talking Points Monday, Hearst announced her deeds. 
Memo, which have long lauded retirement. She called Israel's raid a "deliber-
her for asking discomfiting ques- "Helen Thomas announced ate massacre" and said the White 
tions of presidents - particularly her Monday that she is retiring, effec- House's expression of "regret" was 
encounters with George W. Bush tive immediately," said a statement "pitiful." 
during the Iraq War. issued Monday by the corporation. "There's a Yiddish expression, 

Joe Klein, the Time magazine "Her decision came after her contra- What's on your lung is on your 
scribe who has been a tough critic versial comments about Israel and tongue,'" said Dan Mariaschin, 
of Israel's Netanyahu government, the Palestinians were captured on B'nai B'rith director, said. "She has 
called her views "odious" and said videotape and widely disseminated a long record of being purposefully 

she should no ----------------- ---------- hypercritical of 
longer have Israel." 

the privilege, "Peace wi11 come ... on1y when an parties B'nai B'rith 
accorded by the would have called 
White House recognize the need for mutua] respect for her dismissal 

Correspon- d 1 M h d ,, even without the 
dents Associa- an to erance. ay t at ay come soon. opprobrium vis-

tion, of a front ited on Israel after 
row center seat. Helen Thomas the flotilla raid, 

T h o m a s ' but it didn't help, 
apology, posted 
June 4, preceded most of the broad
sides against her. 

on the Internet." 
It was a rapid fall for a woman 

who had become a liberal icon. 

he said. 
Nesenoff, of Stony Brook, N.Y., 

said he had accompanied his son 
and his friend to share the joyful 
experience of the White House's 

Jewish celebration. 
Adam Nesenojf, 17, who in addi

tion to running his own Web site is 
his father's Web master, had applied 
for a media credential. The elder 
Nesenoff asked the White House if 
he could join his son. 

Rabbi Nesenoff said he pointed 
out Thomas to the teen because she 
was a press icon. He was vaguely 
aware she had views critical of 
Israel, but did not think she would 
be vicious. 

"People can have their opinions, 
but this was 'Get out of the whole 
land, cleanse the whole land of 
Jews," he said. "We're there in our 
Shabbat best-we were taken aback. 
If it was a skinhead in a parking lot, 
but here's this sweet old lady on the 
White House grounds. We were 
hurt. 

"She has to do a little tikkun olam," 
said Nesenoff. "I hope to God she 
lives a very long time; she has busi
ness yet." 

"I deeply regret my comments I 
made last week regarding the Israe
lis and the Palestinians," she said. 
"They do not reflect my heartfelt 
belief that peace will come to the 
Middle East . only when all par
ties recognize the need for mutual 
respect and tolerance. May that day 
come soon." 

Thomas was admired for becom
ing, during the Kennedy adminis
tration, one of the first women to 
cover the White House beat. She 
was granted the first question at 
news conferences, and finished each 
conference with a "Thank you, Mr. 
President." She earned the ultimate 
W ashington status symbol - cameos 
in movies about politics. 

UNFORGETTABLE FUN, 

INCOMPARABLE 

SURROUNDINGS 

Critics said it did not go far 
enough. 

By M onday, such requests 
appeared moot: After a series of 
blows, it was clear her career was 
finished. 

On Sunday, Thomas was dropped 
by her speaking agent, Nine Speak
ers. The following day, the Washing
ton Post reported that Walt Whitman 
High School in Bethesda, Md. - a 
Washington suburb with a substan
tial Jewish population - was with
drawing its invitation to Thomas to 
be commencement speaker. 

The final blow was a one-two: 
The White House Correspondents 
Association met to consider her 
front-row center perch. And White 
House spokesman Robert Gibbs 
called the remarks "offensive and 
reprehensible." 

Thomas, a consummate insider 
who had watched her beloved UPI 
diminish into irrelevance, embraced 
her new status as an irascible out
sider. In 2006, she published Watch
dogs of Democracy? 1he Waning 
Washington Press Corps and How It 
Has Failed the Public. 

Her posture as maverick was 
something of a feint: W ashington 
has long nurtured an establishment 
journalist culture that cozies up to 
power, and Thomas, since the 1960s, 
was one of its denizens, hobnobbing 
with the Kennedys, the Johnsons 
and their confidants. 

Thomas, the child of Lebanese 
immigrants, was known to be a 
fierce critic of Israel and what she 
saw as the unwillingness of succes
sive administrations to speak out 

camp Jori has been part of the 
RI Jewish community since 1937 

beautiful, newly developed campus 
7 2-acre site 
magnificent wa t e rfro nt 
sailing, canoeing, kayaking 
s pacious cabins 
co mprehensive programming 
expansive rec hall 
s ports fields and courts 
d ining hall with on inspiring view 

two swimming pools 
protected environment 
high ly skilled, coring staff 
warm, friendly atmosphere 
fami ly feeling Located in 

Wakefield, RI. 

Ruhashkin held 'not guilty' 
of employing minors 

Ropes Challenge Course 

Expanded Theater 
Programs 

Will federal bank reduced the number of counts to ~-----
83 before trial; the judge allowed 

fraud conviction 67 to be presented to the jury. 

stand? The verdict also raises serious 

WATERLOO, Iowa - Family, 
friends and supporters of Sholom 
Rubashkin were gratified Monday 
as a state-court jury found him 
innocent of all charges related 
to the employment of under
age workers at Agriprocessors, 
Postville kosher meatpacking 
plant. The jury's verdict vindicates 
Rubashkin's assertion that he had 
no knowledge of underage workers 
at the plant. 

Rubashkin was initially charged 
by the Iowa Attorney General 
w ith 9,311 counts of hiring under
age workers before prosecutors 

questions about the validity of the 
federal bank fraud conviction, for 
which Rubashkin is expected to be 
sentenced by Hon. Linda Reade, 
the chief judge of the U.S. District 
Court for the Northern District of 
Iowa, on June 22. Rubashkin has 
stated that he intends to appeal 
that conviction on various grounds, 
including the trial judg~'s ruling 
that permitted federal prosecutors 
to introduce irrelevant evidence 
that illegal aliens were employed 
at the plant while refusing to allow 
Rubashkin's lawyers to present 
evidence refuting the prosecution's 
proof. 

The overzealous prosecution of 

SHOLOM RUBASHKIN 

Sholom Rubashkin has garnered 
national attention, including from 
legal scholars across the country. 
Six former U.S. attorneys gen
eral a signed a letter to the federal 
court judge criticizing the federal 
prosecutors, recommendation that 
Rubash kin receive life in prison for 
his bank fraud conviction. 

wwwjvf ri.org 

Reaching up 
A program for children with special needs 

Two - two week sessions 
Ages 11 -14 

FOR REGISTRATION INFORMATION CALL: 
401-463-3110 

W EB: W WW.CAMPJORI.COM 

E-MAIL: CAMPJORI @HOTMAIL.COII • 
CAMPJ9!!1.N'S POND 
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Midrasha grads 
celebrate at 

Torat Yisrael 
Many students honored for 
their service and dedication 

BY SHARI WEINBERGER 

Special to 1be Voice & Herald 

CRANSTON - On the evening of Sunday, 
May 12, students from the Harry Elkin 
Midrasha Community High School cel
ebrated with their families and friends at 
a graduation ceremony at Temple Torat 
Yisrael in Cranston. In alphabetical order, 
the graduates are: David Brenman, Ana 
Estes, Rosie Fine, Zachary Gaines, Aaron 
Gillman, Rebecca Goldman, Deena 
Guttin, Abby Kaye-Phillips, Dena Kaye
Phillips, Aaron Lentz, Vanessa Lubiner, 
Shira Olson, Rebekah Page, Andrew 
Qµackenbush, Alysa Redlich, Briana 
Rig nanese, Daniel Sack, Devin Samuels, 
Talia Schwartz, Zachary Smith, Benjamin 
Steele, Mike Teitelbaum, Miriam Tinberg, 
Rachel Zurier and Adin Zussman. 

EDUCATION 

/Alis<!' Kot ler-Berkowitz 

Den:\ Kaye-Phillips, as the Nathan 
Resnik Memorial Award Scholar, gave 
the graduates' address, and Daniel Sack 
thanked the faculty. Additionally, Jes
sica Coon of Temple Beth-El, Anna Pet 
of Temple Habonim and Sonia Felder of 
the New England Academy of Torah were 
also honored as Nathan Resnik Memorial 
Award Scholars. The ceremony also recog
nized Daniella Levine as the JCC Isador 
and Cecile Low Award recipient, as well as 
all the students traveling to Israel during the 
year and the Maccabi Games delegation. 

COMMUNITY-WIDE CELEBRATION OF accomplishments recognize teens from throughout greater Rhode Island. 

Claire Roche spoke, with great poi-

gnancy, about the March of the Living trip 
and recognized all the participants. The 
Rhode Island community also saluted the 
graduating congregational Madrichim and 
the Bureau ofJewish Education (BJE) Spe
cial Education Program aides. 

Kol Kesem H aZamir, the youth choir 
under Cantor Brian Mayer's direction, gave 
a three-piece performance and bade good
bye to Rosie Fine, the graduating choir 
manager. 

In addition to the Resnik Award, the 
Midrasha makes four additional awards 

Life is busy, take some time to care for yourself. 

each year. This year, David Brenman 
received the Eliezer Ben Yehuda Award, 
for excellence in Hebrew language stud
ies. Rachel Zurier received the Al and Tina 
Simons Award for excellence in rabbinics. 
Daniel Sack received the Rabbi & Mrs. 
Israel S. Rubenstein Memorial Award for 
excellence in contemporary Jewish studies 
and Mike Teitelbaum received the H arry 
Elkin Memorial Award for commitment to 
the State oflsrael. 

The Director of PEJE: Partnership for 
Excellence in Jewish Education, Rabbi Josh 

ASSURA NT 
Health 

Elkin, the son of H arry and Esther Elkin, 
of blessed memory, (H arry Elkin was the 
former director of the BJE), attended the 
graduation ceremonies. 

For more information about getting your 
teem involved in the Harry E lkin M idrasha 
Community High School, contact Shari Wein
berger at 331-0956, ext. 181 or sweinberger@ 
bjeri.org. 

1he Bureau of Jewish E ducation is a part
ner agency of the Jewish Federation of R hode 
Island. 

Affordable temporary 
health insurance 
When you're between permanent health insurance 
plans, Assurant Health Short Term Medical will 
provide the dependable financial protection you 
need at rates you can afford . 

• Next-day coverage 

Saturday,June 12th, 10:00 am to 1 :00 pm 
• Coverage for 30 to 360 days (varies by state) 

• Flexible plan and payment options 

• You may keep your own doctors 
You'll have the opportunity to meet with professionals, attend 

information sessions and have health screenings. 
Massage Therapy • Nutrition • Cosmetic Surgery • Medication Reviews 

• Podiatric Health • Acupuncture • Diabetic Screenings 
• Blood Pressure Testing • Memory Screenings • Hearing Tests 

Healthy refreshments will be served. 
For more information or to RSVP, call 333-4600 

RSVP by June 10th 

_.-Albion Court 
ASS ISTED LIV lNG 

425 Albion Road, Lincoln, RI. 
Conveniently located behind Lincoln Mn// ojj"Rt. 116. 

Albion Court is the only assisted living am,m.m,iry i11 Rhode ls/nm/ dedicated exclusively to caring for 
im/ivit/1111/s with Alzheimer's and other types of memory loss. 

wwwjvhri.org 

For more information, contact: 

Brier & Brier 
245 Waterman St. #505 • Providence, Rhode Island • 02906 

Be!wef'n Jobs 

401-751-2990 • Fax: 401-223-3020 

Wailing for 
employer bene{ils 

Temporary OI 
seasonal emplovees Newly independent 

Assurant Health is I.he brand name f0< producu lnlefwritten and 155\.IE'd by Time lnstK<mce C~ny 
and John Alden Life tnwrance Company. 
J-66646 {2120091 c 2009 Auurant, Inc. Alt riaho ~rved. 
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FROM LEFT, BRUCE Wolpert, JCDS board president, Bob 
Sarkisian, head of school, and Rabbi Alvan Kaunfer 

People are 'thankful for JCDS' 
June 2 annual 
meeting includes 

awards and 
appreciation 
BY M IIHAM TINBEHC 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

PROVIDENCE - On the 
evening of June 2, students, par
ents, faculty and friends, about 
100 strong, came together for 
the annual meeting of the Jewish 
Community Day School OCDS) 
at Temple Emanu-EI. 

During the meeting, the 2010-
2011 ]CDS board was installed, 
and The C harles Samdperil Award 
was given to three leaders. Earlier 
in the evening, some 150 people 
attended a BBQ, and viewed the 
unveiling of a metal panel depict
ing the JCDS value of neshamah 
- the soul; the panel, created by 
Laura M ernoff, was dedicated in 
memory of Joe Mann, the school's 
beloved board treasurer, who died 
earlier this spring. 

The tone of the meeting was 
promptly set, when Alicia Blazer, a 
]CDS fifth grade student, offered 
the d'var Torah. Speaking of the story 
of the spies in Canaan, Alicia men
tioned how little appreciation those 
individuals had for God's hard work 
to get them to Canaan. Reminding 
everyone of the need to be thankful 
for what they are given, she closed 
her d'var Torah with these simple 
words, " I am thankful for my time 
at JCDS." And indeed, throughout 
the entire meeting, students, faculty, 
staff and parents expressed their 
appreciation for JCDS and what 
the school has done for the families 
and the larger Jewish community of 
greater Rhode Island. 

Attendees openly expressed their 
gratitude to the late Mann, who was 
serving his fourth term as treasurer 
at the time of his death. He was a 
"dear, committed, man of integrity," 
said Rabbi Amy Levin of Temple 
Torat Yisrael, who acknowledged 
that the entire JCD S community 
was "destabilized by the loss." 

D oris Feinberg, the Jewish Fed
eration of Rhode Island's president, 
called him "the JCDS community 
hero." 

After the brief memorial for 
Mann, Karyn Samdperil Rosenfield 
presented the Charles Samdperil 
Award to Bruce Wolpert, Rabbi 
Alvin Kaunfer, and Bob Sarkisian. 
Established in 2007 in memory of 
Rosenfield's father, Charles Sam
dperil, the award is given to indi
viduals who show leadership and 
outstanding dedication to Jewish 
education. 

Wolpert, who has served three 
terms as JCDS president, has "made 
a powerful and positive impact on 
the school," sa.id Rosenfeld. 

The founding director of Alperin 
Schechter D ay School (ASDS) from 
1978-81, a rabbi at Temple Emanu
El for 25 years and a leader in the 
community process to transform 
ASDS into a vibrant day school, 
Rabbi Alvin Kaunfer is, said Rosen
feld, "dedicated to the idea of an 
intensive and rich Jewish education." 

Bob Sarkisian, the head of JCDS 
for the past two years, has strength
ened the school in solidifying staff 
and decreasing turnover and pursu
ing grants to create a technology lab 
and update the school's Web site, 
among many other initiatives. 

Laurence Kotler-Berkowitz, chair 
of the JCDS board's governance 
committee, led the business part of 
the annual meeting, including elec
tion of the officers: Daniel Gamm 
as president, Barbara Fields as vice 
president, Guy Bermel as treasurer 
and Gloria Feibish as secretary. 
Board members were appointed to 
terms as follows: Hope H irsch and 
H ershey Rosen through June 2011, 
Jay Strauss through June 2012 and 
Alison Walter through June 2013. 

Before ending the meeting, 
Gamm offered his hopes for the 
future. The school, he said, "has 
made major strides," even as he 
acknowledged that more work 
remains to be done. He wants to 
grow student enrollment from its 
current roster of 83 to more than 
100. He hopes for a stronger endow
ment and more parent participation, 
as well. 

M iriam Tinberg is a freelance writer 
for The Voice & H erald. A 2006 
graduate of ASDS, she will begin her 
freshman year at UM ass Amherst in the 
fall of 2010. Contact her al mtinberg@ 
lincolnschool. org. 
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/ Lindsey Lerner 

FROM LEFT, CANTOR Steven Dress, Rabbi Bernie Rotman, Joyce Kelly 
and Cantor Rick Perlman 

Am David staffer feted 
An evening of 
celebration for 

Joyce Kelly 

B Y VOICE & H EH \ LI) S TAFF 

voiceherald@JFRl.org 

WARWICK - Congregants of 
Temple Am David honored Joyce 
Kelly for her nearly 36 years of ser
vice to the synagogue in a "Double 
Chai" celebration during an eve
ning Shabbat Seudah Shlishit, on 
May 15. 

"Joyce was honored for her 
devoted service to Am David and 
its members, as bookkeeper, as 
office manager, and most espe-

cially, friend to so many people 
within our temple and our com
munity," said Cantor Richard 
Perlman, Am David's spiritual 
leader. ''We are truly blessed -
Joyce is a very important link 
within our temple.n 

Nearly 150 people gathered to 
express their gratitude, including 
Rabbi Bernie Rotman, who was 
the rabbi at Temple Am David 
in the 1970s who hired Joyce. 
Cantor Steven Dress, who served 
with Joyce for nine years before 
he moved to Sharon, Mass., also 
returned for the celebration. 

Joyce received citations from 
such dignitaries as United States 
Senator Jack Reed, U.S. Repre
sentative Jim Langevin, Governor 

Orchard Cove 
The art of living well. 
Life at Orchard Cove gives you unlimited 
opportunities to socialize and stay active. 

Chat with friends ... take a class .. . attend a 
concert ... or just enjoy a really good nosh. 

As a Hebrew Seniorlife community, Orchard Cove 
has the support of an organization with over a 
century of experience in senior health. 

Our apartments overlook a 38-acre campus that 
includes walking trails, a tennis court, indoor pool 
and much more. Our proximity to Boston makes 
it easy to enjoy everything the city has to offer. 

Let's have lunch! Call today for your personal 
visit and a great corned beef sandwich. 
Experience the warmth and openness of 
Orchard Cove today: 781-821-1730. 

Orchard Cove 
I lcbrcw ScniorLifc 

A vibrant senior living community 

wwwjvhri.org 

Don Carcieri and Warwick Mayor 
Scott Avedisian. After dinner and 
the havdalah service, the dancing 
began and lasted well into the wee 
hours of Sunday morning. 

"Our temple is blessed to have 
Joyce, and I am most moved by 
this evening's wonderfo1 turnout 
to honor our precious 1gem,"' said 
Ron Freeman, synagogue presi
dent. ''We have all been through 
tough times with a tough economy 
and the recent flooding. Tonight 
was a simcha for generations to 
enjoy together - it was a much
needed morale booster." 

Moved and honored by all the 
fuss everyone made about her, 
Kelly said she looks forward "to 36 
more years at Am D avid." 

I 
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Non-Jewish mothers come full circle 
1hej ewish 

community embraces 
these women 

Evelyn Fischer of Providence 
describes the class as offering "a 
good environment for a non-Jewish 
mother raising Jewish children. It's 
a welcoming, non-judgmental envi
ronment where you can ask silly 
questions and not feel bad about it." 

Alisa O mert, another of the par
PROVIDENC E _ The Rhode ticipating mothers and a resident of 
Island Mothers Circle, a class for Cranston, called it "an invaluable 
non-Jewish mothers raising Jewish experience. I'm so sad it's ending. 

B v Bn1,1 SULLIVAN 

bsullivan@jFRJ.org 

children, held their closing celebra- I developed valuable long-lasting 
tion on the morning of M ay 27. A connections with other moms. This 
group of mothers from throughout class is an amazing support network 
Rhode Island, including Coventry for non-Jewish mothers." 
and Johnston, met for an intimate After a very successful sopho-
ceremony led by their instructor, Kit more year, the Rhode Island M oth-
H aspel. ers Circle is already planning its 

"The purpose of The Mothers next group. "There have been some 
Circle, a national program of the changes from last year to this year," 
Jewish Outreach Institute, is to help said H aspel, "For example, we 

/ Brian Sullivan 
non-Jewish mothers feel comfort- incorporated some new homework 
able raising Jewish children," said for the mothers, so they can go home 
Haspel. "I hope and include their 
that the moth- -------------- spouses and 

ers finishing "One of my favorite children in their 
h · h h learning experi

t e eig t mo;:el parts of The Mothers ence-" The ideas 

THE MOTHERS CIRCLE participants gather at the Jewish Federation of Rhode Island to 
celebrate on May 27; from left, front row: Rebecca Marcus, Lucy Freedman and Evelyn 

Fischer; from left, back row: Alisa Olmert, Jeanne Evans, Shelley Feinstein, Jessica Engle and 
Kit Haspel, The Mothers Circle instructor. Anne Coyle is not pictured. 

program of homework 
embraced by the Circle was meeting 
Je\"ish commu- and family inclu-
nity and form a the rabbis; they sion came from 
community with the mothers in 
other non-Jewish were incredibly The Mothers 
mothers raising Circle last year. 
Jewish children." warm, welcoming They were look-

The class is a d t • ,, ing for a way 
moderated dis- an accep 1ng. to make this 
cussion allow- experience more 
ing non-Jewish Lucy Freedman enriching not 
mothers to share -----"--------- juSt for them-

selves, but for 
their entire family. 

their experiences with other moth
ers like themselves who have chosen 
to raise their children with Jewish 
traditions and practices. 

Lucy Freedman, a participant 
from Pawtucket, said, "There was, 

of course, a little trepidation when I 
started, but I'm so glad I did this! It 
helped me to feel accepted by every
one in the Jewish community. O ne 
of my favorite parts of The Mothers 
Circle was meeting the rabbis; they 
were incredibly warm, welcoming 
and accepting." 

Rabbi Joel Seltzer, of Temple 
Emanu-El, stopped by to offer the 
mothers a few words of encourage
ment: "The M others Circle doesn't 
end today - this is an ongoing life 
experience and my door is always 
open." 

Rabbi Sarah M ack and Cantor 
Judy Seplowin, both of Temple 

I will help her dreams take flight. 

I 

No matter what your child's dream, a Collegeboundfund 529 savings plan can help get 
them there. Contributions to CollegeBoundfund are an investment in your child's future 
and wit hdrawa ls for college expenses are tax-free. 

As a parent, relative or friend, what w ill you do to help t he kids in your lif e realize 
their dreams? 

To open a CollegeBoundfund account or contribut e to an existing one, call or visit 
CollegeBoundfund.com/ri. 

CollegeBoundfand~com/ri 
You shou ld consider the investment objectives, risks, charges and expenses of CollegeBound fund 
carefully before invest ing. For a free copy of the Program Descriptio n, w h ich contains th is 
and other information, visit o ur Web sit e at www.co llegeboundfund.com/ri, o r call yo ur financial 
representat ive or A l lianceBernst ein Investments at (888) 324-5057. Please read the Program 
Descr iption carefully before you invest . 

wwwjvhri.org 

Beth-El, were also involved in The 
Mothers Circle programming, 
although neither could attend the 
closing ceremonies. 

The next class, starting in October 
2010, will meet approximately twice 
a month and will focus on Jewish 
rituals, ethics, and the "how-to's" of 
creating a Jewish home. Non-Jewish 
mothers can come be a part of this 
warm and nurturing environment 
and feel empowered to take on the 

responsibility of raising children in 
Judaism. 

Funding for 1he M others Circle 
comes ftom the Helene and Bertram 
Bernhardt Foundation and the Jewish 
Federation of Rhode Island (}FRI). 

Brian Sullivan is a marketing asso
ciate at }FRI. 

For more information about 1he 
M others Circle, please crmtact Kit 
Haspel at kbaspel@bjeri.org, or 331-
0956, ext. 184. 

/Temple Beth-El 

Temple Beth-El leaders 
ON MAY 16, Temple Beth-El installed officers and trustees at 
its annual meeting. Pictured, from left, are: Vice President Jill 
Tobak, Treasurer Michael Bigney, Beth Mazor, Meredith Sinel, 
David and Jennifer Arndt (chairs of the 155th annual meeting), 
Vice President Ellis Waldman, Vice President Susan Markoff, 
Bobbie Wallick, Lewis Weiner, Secretary Deborah Salinger 
and President Fred J. Franklin. Other officers and trustees, not 
pictured, are Vice President Rob Stolzman and trustees Wendy 
Joering, Layne Mayer, Andrew Miller, Michael Prescott, Mark 
Schneider, Stanley Smith, George Goodwin and Harris Weiner. 
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/ Moti Milrod/Pool /Adrian Korsner 

THE ISRAELI NAVY, seen here approaching one of a flotilla of Gaza
bound ships, clashed with Turkish activists aboard one of the ships. 

MORE THAN 700 people reportedly attended a June 2 rally outside the Israeli 
Embassy of London supporting Israel in the wake of the flotilla incident. 

From Page 1 

been critical of the wider siege, 
which they say is hurting the people 
of Gaza far more than their funda
mentalist rulers. 

The new intern'ational predica
ment in which Israel finds itself 
raises a number of fundamental 
questions: How necessary is the 
blockade and how effective has it 
been? Why was it imposed in the 
first place? Why was it accom
panied by a wider siege blocking 
civilian goods and movement? And 
what should Israel do in the face of 
the storm of international protest? 

The blockade-siege in its pres
ent form was imposed in June 2007 
after H amas violently expelled the 
secular Farah leadership from Gaza 
and seized power from President 
Mahmoud Abbas' Palestinian 
Authority (PA). Israel and Egypt 
responded by closing land crossings 
into Gaza, and Israel reinstituted a 
naval blockade on the G aza coast. 

Israel 's rationale was that, after 
hundreds of Hamas-inspired 
rocket attacks, it needed to do what 
it could to keep weapons, weapons' 
manufacturing parts and bunker
building materials out of Gaza. The 
siege, which also limited civilian 
supplies, was intended to pressure 
Hamas to release captured Israeli 
soldier Cpl. Gilad Shalit and possi
bly induce popular rebellion against 
H amas. 

In September 2007, following 
dozens more rocket attacks, Israel 
officially declared Gaza "a hostile 
territory," buttressing legal justifi
cation for its hostile moves against 
it. 

The Egyptians, concerned that 
Hamas radicalism could spill over 
into their territory, argued that 
opening their border with Gaza 
would imply recognition of the 
Hamas government and further 
undermine the legitimacy of the 
PA. Formally, Egypt insisted on 
faithfully carrying out the provi
sions of a November 2005 agree
ment that provided for supervision 
of its Rafah crossing point with 
Gaza by PA and European moni
tors, a provision rejected by H amas. 

FRUSTRATION felt on all sides 
The 2005 "Agreement on Move

ment and Access" was meant to 
put the finishing touches on Isra
el's unilateral pullout from Gaza 
two months earlier. Brokered by 
the United States, the aim was to 
ease the movement of people and 
goods in and out of Gaza and thus 
enhance Palestinian productivity. 

Under its terms, the main land 
crossing points at Rafah, Kerem 
Shalom and Kami would be fully 
opened. There was no thought at 
the time of a naval blockade; work 
on a feasibility study for an inde
pendent Palestinian deepwater port 
in Gaza was under way. 

D ov Weissglas, then Prime 
Minister Ariel Sharon's right-hand 
man, says that with Israel out of 
Gaza, the Palestinians promised 
an economic miracle, arguing that 
without the occupation to hold 
them back, they would turn Gaza 
into a new Singapore. 

According to Weissglas, plans 
for five-star hotels along the coast 
and an airport at Dahaniya were 
far advanced, with former World 
Bank President James Wolfensohn 
playing a lead role. The idea was to 
underpin peace between Gaza and 
Israel through economic progress, 
much like in the West Bank today. 
The H amas takeover, however, put 
an end to the Singapore dream. 

Stepped-up Hamas rocket 
attacks on Israeli civilians eventu
ally led to Operation Cast Lead, 
the Israeli land invasion of Gaza 
in D ecember 2008. After the war 
ended a month later, Israel's main 
concern was to prevent Hamas 
from rearming. 

Talk at the time had German, 
French and British ships patrol
ling the Gaza coast to prevent arms 
smuggling. But when the idea fell 
through, mainly at Egypt's insis
tence, Israel was left on its own to 
monitor maritime traffic for weap
ons. Last November, Israeli Navy 
vessels intercepted the Francop, a 
ship carrying hundreds of tons of 
Iran-supplied weapons for H ezbol
lah in Lebanon and possibly also 
H amas. 

H amas has been able to continue 

smuggling weapons through tun
nels along the border between Gaza 
and Egypt. The Israeli fear is that 
large ships could bring in much 
bigger rockets and missiles, possi
bly even game-changing weapons, 
such as the accurate medium range 
G PS-di rected M-600s H ezbollah 
has received from Syria. Israel sees 

is far less understanding for the 
limited inflow and often arbitrary 
exclusion of civilian goods - for 
example, unsupervised cement and 
steel that could be used for building 
bunkers or making weapons makes 
sense. But why are thyme, corian
der, chocolate and macaroni on the 
exclusion list? 

"There is increasingly little tolerance 
from friends or foes of lsrael's limitations 

on the inflow of civilian goods." 

Gaza and Lebanon as two Iranian 
forward positions and part of a 
much wider regional threat. 

Many oflsrael's friends recognize 
its need to check ships approaching 
the Gaza area for weapons. There 

Some critics say the lim
ited inflow of goods is causing a 
humanitarian crisis. Others argue 
that even if it isn't, the restric
tions constitute a form of collective 
punishment, which is illegal, even 

between warring parties. 
Israel maintains that no humani

tarian crisis exists in Gaza, and that 
it is doing more than enough to 
prevent one. According to the Israel 
D efense Forces, which coordi
nates aid to Gaza, in the first three 
months of 2010, Israel sent more 
than 3,600 trucks with approxi
mately 100,000 tons of fruit, veg
etables, meat, chicken, fish, dairy 
products, animal feed, hygiene 
products, clothing and shoes, as 
well as 1,000 tons of medical equip
ment. M oreover, 10,544 Gaza 
residents were treated last year in 
Israeli hospitals. 

Israel also supplies 60 percent 
of Gaza's electricity, its fuel needs, 
hypochlorite for water purifica
tion, electricity grid repair parts 
and glass to fix windows, as well as 

See ISRAEL'S, Page 23 
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'Are you or have you 
produced a lawyer, doctor or 
investment banker? No? Not 
yet .. . What about a dentist 

' 

or an accountant?' 

SEATED, AUTHORS JILL 
Zarin, Gloria Kamen 
and Lisa Wexler, and 
standing, Bradley 
Laye and event 
co-chairs. Lezli Pious 
and Robin Kall 
Homonoff, pose for 
a picture. 

JILL ZARIN, ONE of three authors of "Secrets 
of a Jewish Mother," and a co-star of "Real 

Housewives of New York City," gives a 
thumbs-up at the event. Photos by A ndrea H ansen 

From Page 1 

Audience members responded 
with predictable answers to such 
questions as: 

• D o you ever give up, stop argu
ing or accept no for an answer? 

• D o you have to know every 
single thing about every single thing? 

• Are you always right? The cor
ollary to this: Are you ever wrong? 

• D o you start your sentences by 
saying, "This is what you have to 
do"? 

• Are you or have you produced a 
lawyer, doctor or investment banker? 
No? Not yet ... What about a den
tist or an accountant? 

• When it comes to events, are 
you an unpaid consultant on what to 
wear, what to give and who to invite? 

• D o you read medical journals in 
your spare time? (W ebMD counts). 
If so, do you consider yourself a 
doctor without a diploma? And, if 
so, do your "patients" consist solely of 
family, or do they also include your 
wide circle of friends? 

• Can you recommend the best 

WOMEN WAIT 
PATIENTLY in 
line to have 
their books 
signed by the 
authors. Nearly 
200 books were 
autographed 
at the event, 
organizers say. 

BONNIE STEINBERG JENNIS, president of the 
Women's Alliance, applauds from the podium. 

WOMEN'S Alliance event is a rousing success 
doctor in your area for every spe
cialty, malady and infirmity known 
to mankind? 

• D o you pepper your conversa
tion with Yiddish words for empha
sis or color? 

W exler described their life grow
ing up in the Five Towns on Long 
Island as a suburban enclave not 
only of the very wealthy, but also of 
striving first-generation immigrants 
who valued family, work, and edu
cation - in short, of people such as 
their family pursuing the American 
dream. "America today is a differ
ent place than the one we grew up 
in," she said. "Today, we are too busy 
multi-tasking. W e look back at our 
parents' generation and for some 
reason we think we can do it all." 

The book contains chapters on 
friendship, beauty and health, mar
riage, money, parenting, dating, 
education, career, family and cliches. 
There are ask-yourself questions at 
the end of each chapter. Examples 
include: "H ow do you keep in touch 
with your friends?" and "What are 
your faults? Come clean." 

With a mixture of wit and 
wisdom, Kamen spoke of her late 
mother-in-law, who lived to be 106. 
"Mayor Bloomberg issued a procla
mation on her last birthday. She ate 
chicken every day of her life. Must 
it always come down to matwh ball 
soup? Apparently so." 

W exler said the book addresses 
the "controversial" subject of 
intermarriage, and that the three 
have taken a stance. "P ick one team 
to be on. W e hope you'll join the 
tribet said Zarin. 

Zarin related her mother's criteria 
in a Jewish husband. "M arry smart," 
she advised her daughters, to a man 
who has "ambition and brains." 

She often referred to her second 
husband, Bobby, who was in the 
audience. "He's a smart business
man who never has a bad word to 
say about anyone and wishes I didn't , 
either." 

Kamen spoke of her marriage of 
52 years, and how she and her hus
band Sol handled difficulties. "I ask 
for five minutes of understanding 
when we have an argument. It's a 

wwwjvhri.org 

cooling-off time. You don't want to 
be arguing with your husband at my 
age. It's healthier to be happy," she 
said. 

But their message was not about 
the men in your life - it was about 
what each person accomplishes, 
given her abilities. 

W exler spoke of embarking on a 
professional path as an attorney, but 
upon leaving the corporate world, 
she found true satisfaction as a com
municator (she is the host of "The 
Lisa W exler Show" in Connecticut) 
and in charitable works. "Everything 
you learn in life you use," she said. 

In the Q&A that followed, there 
were questions on Z arin's role in 
the reality show. Will she return in 
the fall? (She is unsure.) W ould the 
three consider a talk show format? 
(Wexler said they haven't been 
approached.) 

The line to have books auto
graphed extended around the room. 
But one thing was certain after 
hearing this panel of Jewish women 
speak: You don't have to be Jewish or 
a Jewish mother to enjoy the book. 

1he mission of the Women's Alliance 
ofthe]FRI is to instill a sense of Jewish 
identity in all women through fond
raising in support of the ]FRI, diverse 
programming, leadership development 
and community seruice, and to impart 
to the community the evolving needs of 
the Jewish community locally, nation
ally, in Israel and O'Uerseas on behalf of 
]FRI. ... and, sometimes, to shmooze 
with other Jewish mothers. 

To learn more about the Women's 
A lliance, please contact Bradley Laye at 
blaye@jFRl.org or42J-4111, ext. 173. 

Contact M a,y Korr at mkorr@ 
verizon.net. 

SECRETS OF A Jewish Mother: Real Advice, Real Stories, Real Love 
by Jill Zarin, Lisa Wexler and Gloria Kamen, Dutton Adult (April 
15, 2010), ISBN-10: 0525951792 www.secretsofajewishmother. 
com . 
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Rhode Island's Kosher Chili Cookoff arrives 
Friendly, fiery 

competition creates 
cash for ]CCR! 

PROVIDENCE - While it only 
takes nine months to conceive 
and deliver a full- term baby, 
Rhode Island's First Kosher 
Chili Cookoff was an even longer 
labor of love: A full 12 months 
has passed since Meredith Sine! 
and Bethany Sutton sat down 
with the staff at the Jewish Com
munity Center of Rhode Island 
OCCRI) to pitch this fundrais
ing idea. 

The time has finally arrived; 
though we don't know the 
weather - balmy, sweltering 
or something in between for 
Sunday, June 13 - it's going to be 
a hot day at the JCCRI. 

Twenty teams will compete to 
offer their best chili - in mild, 
medium or hot formats. Don't 
like meat chili? No worries -

there will be vegetarian, rurkey 
and soy varieties to sample - all 
in the spirit of "With four Jews, 
you have five opinions ." 

And, if you're just not a chili 
consumer. you won't go hungry 
or thirsty. Hot dogs and ham
burgers, and beer and soda, will 
be for sale. 

Kashrut laws are being closely 
followed, thanks to Rabbi Raphie 
Schochet, Anshel Strauss and 
Deb Blazer, who are collectively 
managing the enti re cooking 
processes, under the supervision 
of the Vaad of Rhode Island. 

Medals will be awarded to the 
winners of first, second and third 
prizes and a plaque will be given 
to the crowd favorite prizewin
ner. 

The Cookoff Committee 
volunteers will enjoy a future 
Paw Sox game, courtesy of 7he 
Jewish Voice & Herald; as the 
media sponsor of the event, the 
paper donated 50 Paw Sox ticket 
passes. The panel of esteemed 

(and, one hopes, hungry) judges 
includes Mark Feinstein, former 
JFRI board president, Claude 
Goldstein of United BBQ, Amy 
McCoy, food b I o g
ger and author 
of Poor Girl 
Gourmet 
Wendy Joering, 
the community 
concierge with the 
Jewish Federation 
of Rhode Island 
OFRI). And, the 
Committee 
crossing its 
collective 
fingers 
David 

th a t 
Ci c i 1-

I i n e , the mayor of 
Providence, will be able to par
ticipate as a judge. 

The Committee is especially 
grateful to its major sponsors : 
Accounting for Taste, which is 
donating 670 pounds of beef; 
Berger Recycling, Epoch of 
Providence and the JFRI. 

Enjoy the season's bounty of fruit 
BY VOICE & HERALD STAFF 

voiceherald@jFRI.org 

PROVIDENCE - As delicious 
as summer's bounty of fresh fruit 
is - who can resist apricots, plums, 
peaches, cherries, etc. - sometimes 
you need something a bit richer or 
fancier to serve as dessert. Con
sider these choices, all from 7he 
Jewish Kitchen, Recipes and Stories 
from Around the World, by Clarissa 
Hyman, Interlink Books, 2004, 
when you're hosting an event or 
bringing a dessert to a gathering. 

Almond cake 
The cookbook notes, "This moist

textured cake is best the day after it 
is made. Serve with whipped cream 
or fruit, or perhaps a berry com
pote." 

Ingredients 

5 egg whites (at room tempera
ture) 

pinch of salt 
1/2 cup superfine granulated 

sugar 
1-and-2/3 cups ground almonds 
grated zest of 1 orange 
1 tablespoon orange liqueur 

(optional) 
1/4 cup slivered almonds 

Method 

Preheat oven to 375 degrees. 
Grease and line an 8-inch spring

form cake pan. 
Whisk the egg whites with the 

salt until they form a soft peak. 
Whisking constantly, add the 

sugar a little at a time. Continue 
whisking until the mixture is firm, 
shiny and very thick. 

Fold in the ground almonds, 
orange zest, liqueur (if using) with 
a metal spoon. Pour the mixture 
into the cake pan and sprinkle the 
slivered almonds over the top. 

Bake for 30 minutes or until 
a skewer inserted into the center 
comes out clean. 

Allow to stand in the pan for 10 

minutes, then loosen, turn out and 
let cool on a wire rack. 

Serves 6-8. 

Linzertorte 
Ingredients 

1-and-1/4 cups shelled whole 
hazelnuts 

7 ounces baking chocolate, 
unsweetened · 

7/8 cup cake matzah meal (or use 
half-meal, half-all-purpose flour) 

1 cup superfine granulated sugar 
1-2 teaspoons ground cinnamon 
generous pinch of ground cloves 
7/8 cup margarine or butter 
3 eggs, gently whisked 
1 tablespoon Cognac or brandy 
1 tablespoon very strong cold 

coffee 
1-2 12 ounce jars good quality 

raspberry jam 
1-2 cups fresh raspberries 
confectioners' sugar, for dusting 

Method 

Preheat oven to 375 degrees. 
Toast the hazelnuts in the oven 

until they are golden (watch them 
"like a hawk," the cookbook warns, 
as "one minute they are pale, the 
next a burned offering"). When 
cool, grind in a food processor until 

the texture is similar but not quite 
as fine as ground almonds. 

Melt the chocolate slowly in a 
bowl over a pan of hot water, then 
set aside to cool. 

Add the matzah meal, sugar, 
spices and margarine to the pro
cessor and grind briefly, but do not 
overprocess. 

Add the chocolate, eggs, brandy 
and coffee, and grind again until 
well mixed, softish and sticky. Press 
two-thirds of the mixture into a 
10-inch flan pan with a removable 
bottom. Make sure there are no 
gaps, then fill with raspberry jam. 

Use some of the reserved pastry 
mix to make a lip around the top 
edge of the pastry shell to prevent 
the contents from bubbling over 
during baking. 

Make a traditional lattice pat
tern with the remaining pastry, if 
desired. 

Place on a baking sheet and bake 
for 30 - 35 minutes. When cool, 
carefully remove from the pan. 
Dust with confectioners' sugar and 
pile with fresh raspberries. Serve 
with tiny cups of strong coffee. 

Serves 8-10. 

wwwjvhri.org 

Activities for the kids, who 
may or may not have the same 
culinary interests as their par
ents, include live music, bounce 
houses and a visit from Sparky 
the Firedog (in case the chili 

tastings get too 'heated up'!). 

7he JCCRI is a partner agency 
of the Jewish Federation of R hode 
Island. 

Admission for the event is $101 
adult, IS/child; per family cap of 

130. 7he admission price includes 
chili tastings and tickets to vote for 
favorite chili chofre. Beer, soda, hot 
dogs and hamburgers will be for 
sale at an additional charge. Use 
the Sessions Street entrance to walk 
into the festivities; park on the street 
or in the Brown Stadium lot, as the 
parking lot behind the J CCRI will 
be "where the cooking action is.• 

For more information, visit 
www.rikosherchilicookoff.com. 

ff you're not eating 
CASERTNs you're 
not eating pizza! 

s1.ao OFF I1'~~--,n;;;n 

A Rhode Island Tradition for over 50 years 
Parking available 

TAKE OUT 272-3618 or 621-3618 or 621-9190 
JV 

China Inn 
a taste of china in town 

Located in downtown Pawtucket, just a few minutes from the 
East Side, China inn has received "The Best of' award many 
times from local Rhode Island publications and has built a rep
utation for offering delicious, authentic Chinese cuisine for its 
30 plus years ofbusiness. The classy interior of our restaurant 
helps to create a bright and warm atmosphere that comple
ments the simple, clean decor of the dining area, and which 
makes it stand out among the average Chinese restaurants in 
the surrounding area. 

GIFT CERTIFICATE 

BAR LOUNGE 

PRNATEPARTIES & BUSINESS MEETINGS 

BANQUET HALL 

For Delicious Take Out or Delivery Please Call 401.723.3960 

We deliver to Pawtucket and East Side 

40 I. 723.3960 J 285 Main Strecl Pawtucket, RI 02860 J 1v,,,,·.chinainnri.com 
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Multiple generations honor our Jewish veterans 

From Page 1 

Memorial Day is not 
a day of frivolity 

BY VOICE & H ERALD STAFF 

voiceherald@jFRI.org 

WARWICK - On the sun
dappled Sunday of Memorial D ay 
weekend - May 30 - representa
tives from three, or perhaps four, 
generations came to Lincoln Park 
Cemetery to honor Rhode Island's 
Jewish war veterans, living and 
deceased. 

Cantor Ivan Perlman celebrated 
his 17th birthday - June 3, 1943 
- by joining the Marine Corps. 
Two years later, he was one of 400 
Marines in his unit who stormed 
lwo Jima - only three of whom 
survived the attack, he said, as his 
eyes grew teary. "It's sad," he said, 
speaking privately about the dev
astation of war. "Whenever people 
learn that I was in a W orld War, 
they thank me," says Perlman, who 
served as the first national cantor 
for the Jewish War Veterans. As 
he looked out over the hundreds 
of gravestones nearby, he said, "I 
officiated at their funerals - do you 
know how many? They were all my 
dear friends." 

Perlman, who served as the 
cantor at Temple Emanu-El for 
almost 24 years before he retired, 
added some brieflevity to our con
versation about his four sons, can
tors all. (Rick Perlman, son #3, is 
the cantor and spiritual leader at 
Temple Am David in Warwick; 
other sons are scattered around 
the Eastern seaboard). "Was there 
pressure to join 'the family busi
ness?"' 

"No," he said. "But my wife 
Muriel and I are very proud of 
all of them." In public comments 
to the audience, Perlman, who 
received a Bronze Star for heroism 
on Iwo Jima as a private first class, 
said, "I look back and hold back 
tears. It isn't easy to remember. I 
don't remember what happened 

lll-"1IOUIIIIIYIXWl!\III 
IJIIAIIICOlll ... ,IIC.,ANOT·FOI· 

PIGfrrSOl(Cl(lJOl6Allll.lTIOI 

/Nancy Kirsch 

the invocation and the benedic
tion, Cantor Remmie Brown, of 
Temple Sinai, led the participants 
in singing "The Star-Spangled 
Banner" and "America the Beau
tiful." The H onorable Sanford H. 
Gorodetsky, dept. commander, 
served as chairman for the day's 
events. 

Other ceremonies included 
laying two wreaths, announc
ing the names of those Jewish 
War Veterans who died since the 
last Memorial D ay service, and 
displaying those names, newly 
engraved on the 12-panel granite 
wall. Eight of the 12 panels are 
inscribed with names; given the 
inevitability of death (either from 
old age or war injuries), the now 
pristinely smooth ninth panel will 
have new names engraved upon it 
before Memorial Day 2011. 

Lt. Cmdr. Adam Goldberg, 
who joined the Navy in 1994 -
long after many at the day's events 
had retired - and moved to Rhode 
Island from California in February 
2010, spoke of his military experi
ences. "Jewish Americans are part 
of this uniform. Anti-Semitism 
disappears when I'm around, 
maybe because I'm a big man," 
he said. Calling today's military 
"accommodating for all people," 
he recalled a time when his com
manding officer ensured that a 
minyan could gather for an infor
mal Yorn Kippur service on an air
craft carrier stationed overseas. 

RABBI GEORGE ASTRACHAN, rabbi emeritus at Temple Sinai, and Cantor Remmie Brown 
of Temple Sinai, participate in the Memorial Day ceremonies for Jewish war veterans' 

at Lincoln Park Cemetery. 

Francis X. Flaherty, a former 
mayor of Warwick and currently 
an associate justice of the Rhode 
Island Supreme Court, was the 
keynote speaker. A Vietnam War 
veteran, he said, '1lt's important to 
stop and reflect on the stagger-

yesterday, but I remember Iwo 
Jima, I remember the Jewish War 
Veterans." 

The Jewish War Veterans of the 
USA, the nation's oldest active vet
erans' organization, was · founded 
as a direct result of the false claims 
that Jews had not participated in 
the military during the Civil War. 

June 2-20 
mrectedand 
choreograP.hed 
by original 
cast member 
Mitzi Hamilton 
SHOW CONTAINS ADULT 
LANGUAGE AND CONTENT 

BILL HANNEY 
PIEHNTS 

TH~Al!E 

Information from the Jewish War Scott Avedisian; all the politicians ing and personal cost of war. The 
Veterans of the USA states, "What· and several military leaders made heaviest burdens fall on the shoul-
concerned Jewish veterans then comments. A staff member who ders of the young, the strong and 
and throughout America's devel- addresses military issues for Sena- the healthy." 
opment, concerns the Jewish War tor Jack Reed attended, on Reed's Flaherty recalled that, during 
Veterans today. Jews must still behal£ Vietnam, soldiers called war "days 

defend themselves ----------------------- of boredom punctuated 
against the slanders by seconds of terror" 
of anti-Semites who "l don't remember what or a situation when the 
continue to spread mcompetent demand 
the lie that Jews have happened yesterday, but l the unwilling do the 
not served in the impossible." Of those 
armed forces of their remember lwo Jima, l remember who die for their coun-

country." the Jewish War Veterans." try, Flaherty asks, "I 
As expected, the ponder what may have 

day's ceremonies become of them - they 
brought forth politi- Cantor lvan Perlman may have become teach-
cians aplenty, includ- ers, scientists, carpenters 
ing United States Senator Sheldon In a morning rich with pomp or road builders. But, by 
Whitehouse, Congressman James and ceremony, Rabbi George chance, their lives were cut short, 
Langevin, Lt. Governor Eliza- Astrachan, rabbi emeritus at and we benefit from their sacri-
beth Roberts and W arwick Mayor Temple Sinai in Cranston, gave fices." 

In a "preaching to the choir" 

Stephen F. Schiff, M.D., F.A.C.S. 

MOHEL 
CERTIFIED by Jewish Theological Seminary 

and the Rabbinical Assembly 

I Oil 111 1'1 IS ( \I I (401) 782-TKT S (8;;87) Oil \ ISi I 

1, ""' 1"\1 " www.theatrebythesea.com 

CERTIFIED by the American Board of Urology 

401-274-6565 

moment - given the audience 
in attendance - Flaherty railed 
against the growing popularity of 
Memorial Day as a day of sales, 
backyard barbecues and a three
day weekend. "It's a solemn, sacred 
day [and it's a shame that] in many 
communities, though not War
wick, the traditional M emorial 
Day parades are being abandoned." 

wwwjvhri.org 
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Parashat Korach poses questions about democracy 
NUMBERS: 16-18 

Bv RABBI MoRDECHAI R ACKOVER 

Special to 7he Voice & Herald 

I'VE BEEN THINKING 
about Parashat Korah for a 
number of years. Certainly we 
review all of the Torah on an 

ongoing basis but this parashah, this 
story, in particular has been inspir
ing me. 

Korah, Moses' first cousin, steps 
forth, and says, "It is too much for 
you! Why are you in charge? We are 
all holy; why, Moses, are you and 
Aaron, your brother, in charge?" 

The question is an interesting 
one, especially in light of all that has 
happened until now - the miracles 
in Egypt, the splitting of the sea, 
the giving of the Torah at Sinai, 
Aaron's service in the Tabernacle. 
It seems that Moses should be able 
to give a pretty straight answer and 
that should be the end of it. But he 
doesn't answer directly. I believe 
that the rabbis, in expanding the 
story through ,Midrash, gave us the 
answer. 

The story begins in a very strange 
way with the following words, Va
yikkah Korah. Literally translated, 
it means, "and Korah took." The 
question that the rabbis ask is, what 
did he take? Some answer that he 
took others with him to his ill-fated 
rebellion against Moses' authority. 
Others look very closely at the Torah 
and suggest that he took that which 
was mentioned in the previous chap
ter - the commandment of tzitzit. 

In the chapter directly preced
ing Korah's rebellion, we find that 
God has commanded the children 

oflsrael to make fringes, tzitzit, on 
the corners of their garments. Along 
with this commandment is a spe
cific requirement of using the dye 
known as tekhelet, a sort of sea-blue, 
in the fringes. The tekhelet aspect of 
the mitzvah fell out of practice for 
many years. In the 19th and 20th 
centuries, attempts were made to 

Korah, losing his temper, says, 
"You want to tell me that a house 
filled with Torah scrolls each with 
more than 200 paragraphs would 
need an additional mezuzzah scroll 
with just two paragraphs! I have not 
heard either of these laws. They are 
not true." 

On the surface it appears that 

We don't have enough room here 
to examine how this is all borne out 
in Moses' actions in the following 
paragraphs. Give the reading a closer 
look and see if Moses ever responds 
from his own voice to these attacks. 

"This is what God wants. The LORD wants 
me to be in charge ... this is the paradigm 

that the Creator has put in place." 

a mezuzzah scroll? Why you, one 
small, solitary person against this 
massive community that is all holy. 
As it says in the previous para
graph about tzitzit - "You shall do 
all My mitzvot and you shall [all] 
be holy to God." Korah's questions 
are all the same and Moses' are too. 
Moses is saying: "Korah, this is what 
God wants. The LORD wants me 
to be in charge. It may appear arbi
trary or superfluous, but this is the 
paradigm that the Creator has put in 
place." 

A member of the Rhode Island Board 
of Rabbi,, Rabbi Mordechai RackO'Ver 
i, the associate university chaplain for 
thejewiJh community and the rabbi of 
the Brown RISD Hillel Foundation. 
Contact him at rabbi@brown.edu. 

FINANCIAL ADVICE WITH PERSONAL ATTENTION 
Daniel A. Gamm, Senior Financial Advisor 

Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. reinstate the dyed thread. Thus, one 
may sometimes see individuals with 
tekhelet in their tzitzit, something 
that most of us did not see as chil
dren. 

So, there are to be four cor
ners with tzitzit on them, and the 
tzitzit are four threads folded over 
and tied up; one of the threads is to 
be tekhelet. 

The rabbis teach us the follow
ing midrash: What did Korah take? 
He took a ta/lit, a cloak that was 
all tekhelet, and he went to Moses 
and asked: "This ta/lit which is 
all tekhelet, does it need tzitzit?" 

Moses replied, "Yes it does, such 
is the mitzvah from God." 

Korah spits back, ''You want to 
tell me that a ta/lit that is already 
all tekhelet needs four additional 
little strings of tekhelet?" Korah 
asked another question, "If a house 
were filled with Torah scrolls, would 
it need a mezuzzah?" 

Moses patiently replied, ''Yes it 
would, that is God's command." 

Specializing in 

Korah is simply being difficult. 
Although foolish questions in the 
mouths of evil people are part of 
a recurring theme in rabbinic lit
erature, maybe the rabbis aren't just 
vilifying Korah here. 

Retirement Planning • Education Planning • Protection Planning 
Estate Planning 

I think there is a deeper answer. 
Korah's questions are about democ
racy. Korah is looking at two exam
ples where small objects that appear 
to be superfluous against a massive 
quantity of similar items should 
disappear and become unneces
sary. Four small threads of blue 
against a massive cloak, entirely of 
blue. One small scroll with a few 
words required to complete a house 
filled with thousands of words and 
paragraphs. His questions seem to 
remain unanswered by Moses. But 
really the questions are not only 
about these two mitzvot, and Moses 
has answered ' the explicit and the 
implicit questions. 

www ,ameripriseadvisors.com/ daniel.a.gamm 

24 Pettaconsett Ave, Cranston, RI. 02920 • 401-270-2197 
daniel.a.gamm@ampf.com 

A .. ~ menpnse\;'. 
Financial 

The implicit question is: Moses, 
why have you been placed over this 
community like a thread of blue or 

www.jvhri.org A 1 
udiluJ o/~n. 

When a stroke hits, seconds count. 

In the moments following a stroke, 
you want to be treated at a hospital 
that recognizes the importance of 
each second. Roger Williams Medical 
Center is proud to be recognized as a 
Stroke Center and a participant in the 
American Stroke Association's "Get 
W ith The Guidelines" Stroke program. 

This designation means our staff has 
been specially trained to treat stroke 
patients. At the Stroke Center at Roger 
Williams, the care you receive can 
improve your chance of recovery while 
reducing the risk of a secondary attack. 

Assisted Living Residence • Skilled Nursing Home • Rehabil~ation Services 

To learn more about the Stroke 
Center at Roger Williams Medical 
Center, please visit www.rwmc.org 

75 East St , PrrJv1dence , 272 5260 , www To, kwotton or9 
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Father's death 
imparts life lessons 

B Y SY FINE 

Special to The Voice & H erald 

I LEARNED A great deal 
from my father: Respect 
for the opposite gender, the 
pleasure of reading history, 

appreciation for my H ebraic t ra
dition, the importance of having 
fun, fastidious care of one's 
belongings, a love for hard work, 
the benefits of orderliness. Such 
things I acquired mainly by emu
lating Papa's own habits. I also 
learned frugality from the times 
in which we lived - the Depres
sion years. 

I believe I even learned from his 
untimely death. Yes, the shock
ing and severe event of losing 
my father at an early age gave 
me certain benefits. A kind of 
st reng th was imparted to me by 
the stark reality that , at 18, I now 
ha,d to rely on myself to ach ieve 
whatever I was to achieve. 

Papa died 67 years ago this 
month. I was a senior at James 
M onroe H igh School in the 
Bronx. H e underwent surgery 
for an intestinal obstruction and 

he didn't make it. Early in the 
morning on M ay 20, 1943, in the 
phone booth at our candy store, 
I received a call from the hospi
tal, "Mr. Fine, your father died 
at 5:20 this morning." I stag
gered out of the booth and recall 
thinking, "That 's it - I'm now 
on my own - no more guidance 
from a father." I had no alterna-

"From Papa, 1 
learned frugality 
and the value of 
using discarded 
materials, long 

before recycling 
came into vogue." 

tive but to become strong. 
Papa had bought the store just 

a few years before; it was his 
plunge into ent repreneurship 
and escape from the clutches 
of employment as a salesman 
at his brother's wholesale paper 
and twine business. I started at 
M onroe High and worked in the 
store after classes and on week-

ends. Now, with 
Papa gone, I won
dered , would I take 
charge? Would I be 
able to be a retailer 
at 18? Maybe I'll 
grow a moustache, 
so as not to appear 
so young to the ven
dors who called on 
us. I t ried to gather 
my composure sit
ting at a table in one 
of the three booths 
where customers 
often sat and drank 
their malted milks. 
I had built those 
booths, partitions, 
out of 2x2 fram
ing and plywood, 
reinforcing them 
to the floor with 
metal angle irons. I 
painted them green 
to match the store 
interior. Through 
clouded memory, I 
can imagine Papa 
kvelled about my 
carpentry skills. 

I learned thrifti
ness from Papa and 
the D epression , 
and concomitantly, 

FATHER'S DAY 

/ Sy Fine 

THE SCULPTURE, MADE FROM electrical 
and plumbing junk, is Fine's adaptation 

of a stone piece he saw in a Mayan 
exhibit at the National M useum of 

Anthropology in Mexico City. 

I also learned to use discarded 
materials long before recycling 
came into vogue. H ere's how 
Papa did it: Every now and then 
he came home from work with a 
scrap object in h is coat pocket. 
A rubber washer, a brass nut, a 
block of wood. H e'd hold it out 
to me and say, "I'll bet this is just 
what Seymour needs." I owned 
no toys so I would always reach 
for it and he'd say, laughing, 
"See, I knew you need it." 

That began my compulsion 
for collecting junk and, in later 
years, building things. To this 
day, my workshop is filled with 
meticulously catalogued items of 
all kinds and six machine tools 
built from scrap materials. I 
have also created several 'found
object' sculptures that adorn 
our home. One example is the 
M ayan Minstrel (pictured) that 
was made from electrical and 
plumbing scraps. 

One may ask, "Would I be a 
less accomplished person than I 
am now, if my father had lived to 
a ripe old age? Would I be less 
penny-wise? W ho knows?" 

Seymour (Sy) Fine is a resident 
of Providence. Visit his Web site at 
www.syjine.Ocatch.com. 

My father isn 't crazy, he's Israeli 
Atypical hobbies for 
'Baby Boomer' dad 

BY B RI ANA BLUM 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

M OST DADS have 
hobbies, such as 
fishing, bridge or 
golf, but not my 

dad. H e spends his leisure t ime 
driving all around W estchester 
County and Long I sland; Dan
bury, Conn.; and Fair Lawn, 
N .J. and many other places, to 
find the best hummus in the tri
state area. It's not that he's crazy, 
he's just I sraeli. 

M y father, Michael Blum, was 
born in H aifa, and he moved to 
the United States when he was 
8. H e went back to Israel when 
he was drafted into the army, 
during the Yorn Kippur W ar. 
Even though he doesn't have 
an Israeli accent, people can 
tell that he's from Israel. For 
instance, whenever my friends 
came over, they would ask ques
tions about the strange and 
conspicuous tchotchkes around 
my house: my dad's never-been
used hookah collection was the 
subject oflots of questions. 

I think every room in our 
house has at least one hookah 
taking up space. And, his art 
collection - it's nearly impossi
ble not to not ice it: Paintings or 
photographs decorate the walls 
in our house that are either of 
Israel or by an I sraeli artist. O ur 
home might be mistaken for an 

I sraeli travel agency. 
Let's not forget about 

the famous I sraeli 
singer/musician, David 
Broza, also known as 
my father's hero. Hon
estly, I can't remem
ber one Sunday when 
I wasn't awakened by 
D avid Broza music 
playing, with my father 
enthusiastically singing 
along. 

It's common for 
fathers to become pro
tective when their 
daughters start dating. 
M y dad certainly took 
on this protect ive role 
- and even kicked it 
up a notch . When my 
date would come to pick 
me up, my dad always 
made it a nerve-wreck
ing experience for him. 
Before we could leave 
the house, my father 
would always noncha
lantly mention that he'd 
served in the I sraeli 
Special Forces. I think 
most of my dates spent 
the rest of the night 
nervous, pale and sweating, 
wondering what might happen 
to them. 

When I recall our family's 
fi rst t rip to Israel, I will always 
remember the rad iance in my 
father's eyes. I can't tell you how 
many times I had heard all my 
father's childhood stories, but 
as my dad played the proud tour 
guide, his stories came to life . 

/ Briana Blum 

MICHAEL AND BRIANA BLUM 
We walked by a kibbutz, the 

same kibbutz my father worked 
on as a teen. I remember sitting 
under what looked like a big 
umbrella tree, letting the warm 
breeze kiss my face and smelling 
the sweet scent of citrus from an 
orange tree near by, the scent my 
father described in all his stories. 

W e went to the D ead Sea and 
floated like dense driftwood , just 
as my father said he did when he 

wwwjvhri.org 

swam there as a child. 
For breakfast, we ate salad , 

hummus and other flavorful and 
unusual breakfast foods, just as 
my father swore he ate when he 
lived in I srael. 

I will never forget one detail 
about that summer trip. My 
father had befriended a young 
Israeli soldier at our hotel, a sol
dier who wore the same uniform 
and carried the same equipment 

"They laughed 
and joked - and 

whether they 
were talking 

about politics or 
where to find the 
best hummus, 1 
didn't know." 

my father had. They laughed 
and joked - and whether they 
were talking about polit ics or 
where to find the best hummus, 
I didn't know. I don't speak 
H ebrew. Seeing my father con
nect and communicate with this 
young Israeli soldier warmed my 
heart; it was different than hear
ing him speak fluent Hebrew to 
family and friends back home in 
the U.S. 

Sure, my father doesn't fit the 
prototype of your typical Amer
ican dad, yet he's an incredibly 
caring and loving father who has 
lived an inspirational life. For
tunately, I've been able to share 
with him his appreciation of and 
enchantment for Israel. Yes, my 
father might be different, but his 
strange ways don't make h im 
crazy: He's an American living 
in America with an Israeli heart. 

Briana Blum is a student at 
URI. Contact her at 
briana_blum@my.uri.edu. 



FATHER'S DAY 
REMEMBER THE P AST 

From the Archives of the R .I. Jewish H istorical Associatwn 

/ R.I. Jewish Historical Association 

AARON COHEN'S GRANDPARENTS, seated left, Aron and Oita Kogan; Aaron's father (with hat) 
Meyer Cohen, Meyer's sister and brother. The photo was taken in 1906. 

Honoring one's father 53 years after his death 
Son annreciates killed in a pogrom. He left behind As . we lived in West Phila-

r r his 111other and younger sister and delphia, we could not attend t!\e 
fathers devotion brother and came to Philadelphia Eastern frauen Talmud Torah in 

, in 1912, with no knowledge of North Philadelphia. I was home-
and sacrifices English and no special skills. , H e schooled by my father . who pre

was studying to become a rabbi, so pared me for my bar m1tzvah. To 
BY AA RON COHEN 

Special to 7he Voice & Herald 

IN 1972, PRESIDENT 
Richard Nixon established 
a permanent national obser
vance of Father's Day to be 

held on the third Sunday of June 
to honor our fathers . Starting with 
the Ten Commandments, honor
ing our parents is a basic tenet of 
Judaism, so observing Father's Day 
should be easy for us. However, 
growing up as the son of Jewish 
immigrants, I was so busy trying 
to be an American, I neglected to 
realize how important my parents 
were in making me what I am and 
how I should live. 

When my father died in 1957 
at the age of 64, I was 34, married 
with three children of my own. I 
had married a Rhode Islander in 
1946 and had left Philadelphia, 
where I was born and had lived 
with my parents until I married. 
After my father's death I came to 
appreciate his courage, the sacri
fi ce and devotion and how much 
he meant to me. On Father's Day 
in 2010, I am honoring my father 
53 years after his death. 

My father, Meyer Pincus Cohen, 
was born in 1893 in Zashkov. 
Russia. He fled Russia at the age 
of 18 after his father, a rabbi, was 

he knew H ebrew and spoke Yid- learn Yiddish, we were sent to 
dish. · the Jacob Dineson Folk School in 

West Philadelphia where I learned · 
to read and write Yiddish. 

"1 was so busy 
trying to be 

an American, 1 
neglected to realize 
how important my 

parents were in 
making me what 
1 am and how 1 

should live." 

He wanted to be a teacher. The 
only thing he could teach was 
the Bible, so he was able to get a 
job teaching in a Talmud Torah 
in North Philadelphia. It was 
a Hebrew school that was not 
part of a temple or synagogue. It 
was called the Eastern "Frauen" 
("women") Talmud Torah. For 35 
years he taught and was the prin
cipal of the Talmud Torah. All 
those years, he was supervised 
by a board of trustees made up of 
women. 

In 1917, my father married 
Bella Furman, an immigrant from 
Wetebsk, Russia. 

My brother M orris was born 
first, followed by me and my sister 
Selma. As my father needeg to 

• earn more money, he had two 
other professions. He became a 
cantor. He did not work for one 
synagogue, but was hired for the 
High Holidays by different syna
gogues. His third profession was 
as a Yiddish writer. He was the 
Philadelphia correspondent for 7he 
Day, a Yiddish paper published in 
New York. 

My father loved his family and L 
remember all the happy occasions 
when friends and family come to 
our house and my father would sit 
at the piano and lead us in song. 

Aaron Cohen was a past presi
dent of RI/HA and a contributor to 
the Rhode Island Jewish Historical 
N otes. Cohen wrote this article about 
his father before his death on Nov. 8, 
2009. 

wwwjvhri.org 
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envelopes 
of loose 

amily photos 
collecting dust? 

Preserve those wonderful memories into a 
"Coffee Tabie"Art Book, perfect as gifts to family or friends. 
Visit www.shanskyworks.com/photoalbums.html for more 
details. or cal/ 401-486-7220 for an estimate. 

SHMUEL TAITELBAUM 
CERTIFIED MOHEL 

~ 
Providence-Based• Recommended by Local Physicians & Rabbis 

861-1403 · 

Every action in 011r lives touches 011 some chord 
that will t•ibrate in etemity. 

Edwin Hubbel Chapin 

A charitable annuity with Providence Public 
Library. A gift with benefits for you today 
that will enrich lives for generations. For more 

information: 401.455.8050 or www.provlib.org. 

Anniversaries·Menopause·Birthdays·House Warming 

(Pe1so1wEzetf qgtunls 
Jutfitfi 'l(aye 

{401) 751-8665 

www.PersonalizedRituals.com 

Bar/Bat Mitzvahs·Retirement·Empty Nest-Adoptions 

LJ Fall River 
Jewish Home 

538 ROBESON ST., FALL RIVER, MA 

A skilled nursing facility 

L 

providing complete rehabilitative service and spiritual support 

RESPITE CARE AVAILABLE 
CONVENIENTLY LOCATED 

h * 
Only 20 minutel·from Providence 

For Persons/ Tour Call 
508-679-6172 
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SCIENCE AND Socrnrr 

Little old ladies who practiced medicine 
William Osler (1849-1919) leaves? Certainly there were no upon? He began with a. very / In ancient times, 

'trial-and-error' was 
the norm 

DU RIN G T H E 
Middle Ages, medi
cine advanced - per
haps stumbled would 

be more accurate - experiment
ing haphazardly with a bewil
dering variety of therapeutic 
interventions. Historians tell · us 

that virtually no 
plant or min
eral substance 
had escaped the 

believed that only the fishes printed instructions accompany- small amount, and gradu-
would be harmed if the entire ing the plant! ally, each day, augmented 
19th-century pharmacopoeia Withering was a man of honor; the amount until the 
(the established compendium in his immortal 1785 medical patient became acutely 
of approved medications) were text, he freely 
dumped into th~ oceans. Yet admits that he 
even if crude medicines were ran- witnessed an 
domly selected from the leaves older woman 
of feral plants, sooner or later, in the Bir-
something would work. Our m i n g h a m 
remote ancestors, seeking suste- community 
nance - or merely relief from pain treat a patient 
- must have tried many botani- with a con-
cal substances before encounter- coction of 20 
ing something of nutritional or herbs, and 
therapeutic merit. How else can the patient's 
we explain the discovery of such d r o p s y 

"How can we explain 
the discovery of such 

native substances 
as the the amazing 
substance within 

aggressive atten- native substances as the opiate- improved. ("I 

the leaves of the 
foxglove plant 

(digitalis purpurea) 
that relieves 

tion of medical laden juices from the Asian was told that it 
practitioners in 
their zeal to pre
vent, suppress or 

Dr. Stanley cure the diseases 
Aronson that they con

...;;..;;;;.;==;;... fronted daily. 

poppy plant, or the amazing sub- long had been 
stance within the leaves of the kept a secret by 
foxglove plant (digitalis purpurea) an old woman 
that relieves the oft-fatal symp- in Shropshire, 
toms of dropsy or congestive who some-
heart failure? times made 

England's great physician of the cures after 
18th century, William Withering more regular 
(1741 - 1799), is credited with the practitioners 
discovery that some substances had failed.") 
within the leaves of the foxglove Withering' s 
plant enabled the human heart to task, then, was 

the oft-fatal 
symptoms 

of dropsy or 
congestive heart 

failure?" 

Experimenting with previously 
untried substances, plucked from 
wild plants or the soil, was s_o 
common that the phrase, empiric 
medicine, was used by medical 
historians to define an adventur
ous class of health workers at the overcome the morbid effects of to ferret out ill with 
dawn of the western Renaissance. 
A few of these attempted sub
stances were effective; most were 
worthless and some profoundly 
toxic. The concept of a control 
group had not yet revealed itself 
to those empiricists prescribing 
these heretofore unproven medi-

chronic heart failure. which of the io herbs was the b O r h 
A number of significant ques- operative, effective agent. The 

tions inevitably arise. First, of annals of remembrance, tended 
the thousands of plants to choose to by the paternalists of history, 
from, how did Withering come have neglected to ,record the 
upon the foxglove? And second, name of this Shropshire woman. 
how did he then determine the And second, since foxglove 
appropriate dosage from an oth- was known to be poisonous, what 

cations. erwise poisonous pile of dried dosage did Withering decide 

GOLDEN CREST NURSING CENTRE 
Experience counts. 
When your business is taking care of people, you learn a lot 
in 41 years. Lesson number one? Be there when people need 
you most. Since 1969 Golden Crest Nursing Centre has been 
here 24/7 for Rhode Island's elderly, providing the very best 
m: 

iring 
diarrhea. A 
crude phar
macological 
procedure, 
admittedly, 
but 18th-century medicine 
had no alternative but to employ 
the pragmatic trial-and-error 
approach. The weight of trial
and-error, as has been observed, 
fell equally upon both practitio
ner and patient: The full majesty 
of the trial upon the former, and 
the gravity of the error upon the 
latter. 

Medical chronicles a~e replete 
with tales of anonymous women, 
often described as withered or 
elderly, who prescribed a variety 

of folk rem-
edies, 
of 
were 

many 
which 

later 
proved effec

tive. The ill
nesses that these 

female 
practitioners 

. \ have addressed 
· '., included dis-

orders both 
s pi 0r it u al 
and tem

poral. They 
varied from 
concoctions 
to treat grief 

to a concoction 
to call back a 

straying hus
band - from the 
need for a pill to 

stop epilepsy to 
one initiating an 
abortion. 

These neigh-
borhood women have 

been variously called 
witches, evil practitio
ners, community saints 
and Jewish grand

mothers. 
After acknowledging 

the paucity of provable 
medications prior to the 

mid-20th century, an obvious 
question demands an answer: 

Why were so many 17th-century 
practitioners quite successful in 
their therapeutic interventions? 

Specifically, to what extent 
did the credibility of these prac
titioners and, independently, the 
placebo effect of their prescribed 
medication, play a dominant role 
in their obvious successes in the 
practice of medicine? 

Stanley M. Aronson, M.D. is 
the dean of medicine emeritus, 
Brown University. Contact ·him at 
smamd@cox.net. H is next column 
will explore the historic origins of 
the placebo. 

COMPREHENSNE SKILLED NURSING 
SUB-ACUTE REHAB SERVICES 
ALZHEIMER'S CARE 

At Home in RI is an exclusive new customized service 
for the busy older consumer. We are a resource for 

everything one might need to continue to live 

HOSPICE 

Providing the best is what we do the best, because when it 
comes to caring for a loved one, experience counts. 

Family Owned and Operated Since 1969 
I 00 Smithfield Road, North Providence, RI 02904 

401.353.1710 
Golden(;restNursingCentre.com 

wwwjvhri.org 

in the environment they have become accustomed. 

To !tam morr pitas, rail: 
Caroline Rumowicz 

or Jenny Miller 
(401) 331-2849 
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From Page 15 

cement and iron for building under 
strict supervision. According to 
U.N. figures, updated to Jan. 30, 
2010, 78 percent of homes lightly 
damaged in the 2008-09 Gaza war 
have been repaired. Other observ
ers point to the well-stocked mar
kets in Gaza, the emergence of 
gourmet restaurants and the recent 
launching of a new Olympic-size 
swimming pool. 

Human rights activists contend 
that, although there is plenty of 
food, not everyone can afford to buy 
enough to meet their basic needs. 
They say 70 percent of the factories 

From Page 1 

the school do something to rec
ognize the lives of these former 
Jewish students. He was present 
at the event. 

Marsden immediately thought 
of her friend, Betry Adler. They 
met in 1992, when Aachen invited 
former Jewish residents back to 
the city in the spirit of teshuvah, 
repentance and a new beginning, 
said Marc. 

"Our students wondered how 
they could best show people how 
they felt about taking responsibil
ity for what happened in 1938," 
Marsden said. 

The students designed a mir
rored pathway, which leads to a 
memorial plaque, as part of the 
project. Student Jessy Stimberg 
described it this way: "The path 
of mirrors over which we walk is 

ISRAEL'S allies express concern 
in Gaza are closed, 40 percent of the civilian blockade could under- international criticism by embrac
Gaza workers are unemployed and mine the far more vital military ing credible peace policies. In other 
60 percent of households are "food blockade. That's precisely what the words, that criticism of Israel was 
insecure" - they can't be sure of militant blockade runners aboard so spontaneous and severe after 
having enough cash for their mini- the Turkish Mavi Marmara and the confrontation on the high seas 
ma! food needs. others that might follow are trying because the government was widely 

Whatever the true state of to achieve: Delegitimize Israel's perceived as not being committed 
humanitarian affairs in Gaza, blockade altogether and enable the to ending the occupation. 
there is increasingly little tolerance free entry of all ships to Gaza, even Opposition voices also suggest 
from friends or foes alike oflsrael's those carrying military cargoes. that the government should rethink 
limitations on the inflow of civilian Israelis are divided about main- the civilian siege, which they say 
goods. taining the blockade. The govern- has not achieved its goals: After 

U.S. Secretary of State Hillary ment argues that the best course four years in captivity, Shalit has 
Rodham Clinton described the of action is to make Israel's moral not been released or even so much 
siege in its present form as "unsus- and legal case, and expose the dele- as allowed a compulsory visit by the 
tainable and unacceptable." gitimizers. The opposition retorts Red Cross, and there is little sign of 

Continued Israeli insistence on that Israel can only hope to deflect the siege sparking an anti-Hamas 

JEWISH girl, all grown up, returns to her roots 
not straight, but rather irregular, 
fragmented and fractured, like the 
path the Jewish girls had to walk 
in 1938 when they were made to 
leave our school by order of the 
regime. 

~Only in the awareness that 
we have learned something from 
the unspeakable horrors of the 
past, can we as the younger gen
eration accept the responsibility 
of treasuring and cherishing the 
memory of these women." 

apartment Mrs. Adler had lived 
in as a young girl. "It was exactly 
t~e way we left it: the terrace, the 

_garden, the bell under the rug we 
used to call to signal the maid to 
serve the next portion," she said. 
"I felt sad going into the bed
room where my mom died. And 
I remembered where we were 
huddled when the Gestapo came 
looking for my father." 

She also recalled the professor 
who lived across the hall from 
them. "After the Gestapo left, he 
came over and said: 'You know, 
we're not all like that! " 

upnsmg. They conclude that the 
failed policy is costing Israel heavily 
in diplomatic coin; leaving it more 
isolated that at any time in its his
tory. 

The government faces big deci
sions: F" irst, whether to allow an 
international presence in an inquiry 
into the confrontation aboard the 
Mavi Marmara; second, whether 
to ease the civilian siege to ensure 
continued international backing for 
the military blockade; and third, 
whether to present a new initiative 
on peacemaking with the Palestin
ians. 

/Adler Family 

The Adler trip was a journey 
through the past as well. They 
visited the Jewish cemetery where 
Mrs. Adler's mother and grand
parents are buried, and were dis
concerted to find it neglected. 
Janice pulled out the weeds and 
the family is writing to those 
responsible for the upkeep. 

They also visited the Gottschalk 

The day of "Against Forget
ting" showed that to Mrs. Adler 
and her family. "H evenu Shalom 
Aleichem," students sang to her in 
Hebrew, a song of peace. 

Mary Korr· can be reached at 
mkorr@verizon.net. 

LORD MAYOR MARCEL Philipp, in rear, officially welcomed 
the Adlers to Aachen at City Hall. From left are Peter 
and Josephine Marsden, principal of St. Ursula's, and 

Be~. Rachel, Janice and Marc Adler. 

BAYSIDE NURSING LLC "-' ;~, ( }~;F . -' .. . .·. :.;·: .. , .. 
RELIABLE COMPETENT AFFORDABLE 

Private duty care at home, hospital, assisted 
living facility, or nursing home 

• Skilled and non-skilled care; 

• Therapy services; 

• Private-duty care can be administered by 
RN s, LPNs, or home health aids/CNAs; 

• Driving services available; 

• Companionship duty; 

• 24 hour care. 

"We are committed to tailoring care to each client and 

·their particular and specific ne-eds" 

COMPLIMENTARY FIRST DAY OF SERVICE!!!! 
For more information, email us today or call 401-921-5995. 

Info@ha)sidt'\ursing.c;,m 

wwwjvhri.org 

~ _.. ,..,_. ~ . ~..- ·~ . , . "' 

Cathleen Naughton RN. BSN 
Caroline Naughton Rumowicz :BS. BA, MSHCA 

~ Private care in the hospital or home 

~ Complimentary Nursing aBsessment 

~ Skilled nursing and therapy services 
- BBk for us by name at the hospital 

~ Private duty home health aides 

~ Non medical companions 

~ Driving service: Appointments-shopping-events 

~ Services available 24/7 per week 

~ 30 years of home health care services 
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1he JEWISH VOICE & ffERArn 
Business and Professional Directory 

ANTIQUES 

ANTIQUE 
~SITIONS 

STU ALTMAN 
401-331-SOLD (7653) 

DOWNSIZING ? FORECLOSING ? MOVING ? 

BUYING: 

ADVERTISING, BOOKS, CLOCKS, FOUNTAIN PENS, GLASS 
LAMPS, LIGHTERS, MILITARY, PAINTINGS, PAPER, PHOTOS, 

POTTERY, RADIOS, SILVER, SPORTS, TOYS, WATCHES, ETC. 

BAR/BAR MITZVAHIWEDDINGS 

PINES 
CONFERENCE 

CENTER 

University of Rhode Island 
W. Alton Jones Campus 

West Greenwich, RJ 

(401) 397-3361 ext.6056 

(huppah Rental 
Local delivel)' 

and set-up 

Ready to Decorate 
rentachuppah@gmail.com 

401-728-3528 

Take the ()y Vey Out of 
Planning Your Big Day 

Capture your Simcho 
in a professional DVD from 

R.I. Video Pro 

BUSINESS BROKERS 

~ Vested Business Brokers 
THE BUY-SELL PROFESSIONALS 

DAVID CO HEN - ew England Managing Director 

CONFIDENTIAL - NO FEE UNLESS SUCCESSFUL 
CALL TODAY FOR A FREE VALUATION 

www.vestedbb.com 
phone: 508-863-9768 

dcohen@vestedbb.com 
fax: 401-293-0029 

COINS 

WE BUY COINS & JEWELRY 
• GOLD COINS WE BUY & SUL RARECOINS, ~----.I 

:~::~~~ BULLION&GOLDJEWELRY 
•STAMPS 
• GOLD JEWEUIY & WATCHES BEST 
• ANTIQUE5,STERUNG SILVER 

• COINS&BARS PRICES 
· USANDFOREJGN 
• PCGS-NGC authorized 

NOWAVAILABLf 
Eagle Silver Dollars, 
GoldCoin,&Estrte 
Jewelry and Silver, 
ProofSets,Coin& 

StampAlbums 

PODRAT COIN OCIIINGl IN~ 
Serving banks, attorneys, estales 
and the public for O'ler 40 year,. 

769 Hope St., Providence · 
SAME LOCATION SINCE 1969 • LC 804.1 401-861-7640 

COMP(TER REPAIR & SERVICE 

~~!a~~-~~t:1~i~~~!~:E 
Network Video Surveillance 

Virus/Spyware Removal 
Macintosh Repair 

On-Site Service • Remote Support 

Call Eric Shorr 331-0196 
Toll Free 800-782-3988 

SONICWAli'. ~ 
110 Jefferson Blvd., Suite C • Warwick, RI• www.pctrouble.com 

fo~ Larry B. Parness 
S A 

MBA 

Tax Preparation • Financial Planning 
Business Consultant 

401-454-0900 • parnessl@ix.netcom.com 
128 Dorrance St. • Suite 520 • Providence, RI 02903 

wwwjvhri.org 

GENERAL CONTRACTING 

BUILT-

New Construction 

Cell (401) 996-1312 
Fax (401) 421-6254 

UCTION 

. ·n!j:&__ 8.eptt!·~ , RI Reg# 30842 
- /~1 ' ~ Insured l.:lJ ' · I Quality Service 

~----->,,atisfaction Guaranteed 

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

The Largest Bath 
Showroom in Rhode Island 

Style at V Discounted Prices® 

Fall River, HA 
1-508-675-7433 

Plainville, HA 
1-508-843-1300 

I FREEWAY DRIVE 
CRANSTON, RI 
401-467-0200 
800-838-1119 

in The Jewish Voice & Herald 

You 'll be glad you did. 

Contact TRICIA STEARLY 
401-421-4111, ext. 160 



BUSINESS 
Give the gift of 

The Voice & Hera/,d 
PROVIDENCE - Remember 
"snail mail" and how much we 
loved hearing from our friends and 
relatives back home when we went 
off to college? Today's high school 
graduates are in touch - constantly 
- via text, email and Tweets - but 
there's nothing like opening up 
your mailbox and finding it ... not 
empty. 

Once you know your favorite 
high school graduate's accurate 
mailing address, why not give them 
the gift of home - a subscription to 
The Jewish Voice & Herald? Some
times, Web sites don't just cut it -
even the 20-somethings who have 
been featured in 1he Jewish Voice & 
Herald ask to receive hard copies of 
the newspaper. An academic year 
(from Sept. 15 to May 15) sub
scription will cost only S18. It's a 
small investment to keep a college 
student feeling connected to the 

greater Rhode Island Jewish com
munity- what could be better than 
that? Please remember that, if you 
pay for one academic year, you want 
to may renew that student's sub
scription in future years. 

It's not only high school gradu
ates departing for new adventures 
who may wish to stay connected. 
Perhaps you know a college gradu
ate who's leaving Rhode Island for 
the first time for her first job, or 
your next-door neighbor is relocat
ing to Philadelphia. They, too, may 
appreciate receiving "all the news 
for all the Jews" of greater Rhode 
Island. The annual fee for a full
year subscription is $26. 

For subscription information, please 
contact Nancy Kirsch at nkirsch@ 
JFRI.org or 421-4111, ext. 168. 
Email contact is preferred, please put 
"SUBSCRIPTION" in subject line. 
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CLASSIFIEDS 

POSITION 
WANTED: 

CERTIFIED 
NURSING 

ASSISTANT/ 
NANNY 

Certified nursing assistant/ 
nanny: private for your loved 
ones, 30 years of caring, CPR 
certified. Dependable, with 
excellent references. Nancy, 
401-265-5661. 

NEEDED: 
Pleasant woman with air

conditioned, fragrance-free 
car to take Warwick woman on 
errands and to appointments. 
Call 681-4268 between 11 am. 
and 8 p.m. 

CEMETERY 
PLOTS 

Lincoln Park Cemetery corner 
in front. 10 plots with perpetual 
care. Call Mike at 561-441-8158 

CONTACT TRICIA STEARLY 

401-421-4111, EXT. 160 
TSTEARlY@JFRI.ORG TO PlACE YOUR CLASSIFIED AD 

JEFFREY 8 . PINE, PC 
Attorneys at Law 

AHvmey&nual 1993-/999 

• Criminal Defense 
• Penonal Injury/Serious A«idents 
• Civil and Business Litigation 
• Divorte/Famity Llw 
• Probate/Estate Planning 
• Real Estate 

Attorneys 
J EFFR£Y B. PINE 

BRIAN G. GoLDrnm~ 

321 South Main S1. • Suite 302 
Providence, Rl • 401.351.8200 

Summit Plaza · 231 Old Tower Rd. 
Wakefield, RI • 401.788.9100 

www.pinelaw.com 

ThtlUSupmnr{ourtlk~.1l la-w)ffllnlht!JffWf,lprKOOof~ 
Thf«u1does1101k!ffltorCfflify;asr,iawyffln,1111tlpffl 

or~lnlJ'f1fitldorlQ(tl«-. 
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HOI\IE fatPROYEl\lEl\T 

tt-Cti@ MEDINA 
Patnnne & Remoaeune t:o., Inc. 

INTERIOR & Ex'rERIOR 

For All Your Painting & Restoration Needs! 
Specializing in water problems, repairing roofs, gutters and basements 

More than 20 years experience in Historical Homes 
Full I red R I R #7320 

can i\l Medina 401.438.8771 

Fully Insured 
Licensed #8269 

Working in the 
Jewish Community 

Since 1990 

HORACIO PIRES 
PAINTING 

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR 
FREE ESTIMATES 

For A Beller Job Call 
H. PIRES 

(401) 438-1072 
Phone and Fax Number 

Quallty Makes the Difference 

Interior • Exterior 
J{Il~g Estimates with 

24 Ho 

MEDIC.\L 

ORTHOPEDIC GROUP, INC. 

WWW.OGI-DOCS.COM 
Toll Free 800-725-3037 

588 Pawtud<'1 Avenue, Pawtucke~ RI 02860 
(401) 722-2400 • FAX: (401) 728-3920 

16 Hillside Avenuo. Attleboro, HA 02703 
(508) 222-4450 • FAX: (508) 226-6465 

6 Blackstone Valley Place. luite 530, Lincoln. RI 02865 
(401) JJ4-J700 • FAX:(401) 334-3414 

OPTICAL SHOP 

Spino"s Eyeglass Gallery 
LUCIEN M. SPINO. Registered Optician 

145 Wayland Avenue 
Providence. RI 02906 

Phone: 831-7353 

Hours: Mon - F'ri: 9-6, Sat: 9-2 
Ema;J: Spinoo.eyeglass.galle<y@gmai.com 

Proscriptions filled ... Designer oy.- ... lklng
Established In 1979 

Better Than a Billboard 
FOR LESS THAN $26 PER ISSUE, YOUR 

BUSINESS CARD CAN BE HEREI 
Call or e-mail today! 

PLrnIBING & HEATI\TG 

. . [EES & SON 
~ ! PWMBING & HEATING 

INDUSTRIAL - COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTw. 

161 ADMIRAL STREET 
PROVIDENCE, RI 02908 

401- 421-1358 

Neal Lund 

R,K& Son 
Plumbing & Heating, LLC 

PLUMBING REPAIRS. WATER HEATERS. SUMP PUMPS 

SEWER DRAIN (LEANING 

SPRINKLER SYSTEMS: Installed• Serviced• Repaired 

401-265-9152 • 401-233-4882 

SERYICES FoR SE\IORs 

lt'saMitzvahto 

RENT-A-MENSCH 
Spedll~ In Scmcc ror scn1on 
tokccpyouuftendHC1Rlnyaur-. 

• Property Maintenence: and Management 
•Safety Inspections and Upgrades to: 

•minimize felt risks 
•me,cimizc convenience:, efficiency 

Qv . • Professional & Reliable. • Tricia Stearly • 
Paul Abreu • Licensed&lnsuredj 401-421-4111, ext 160 w._-., 

Ex 11 R c • tstear1y-=-1·tr·1 org re1, ,01-273-,<142 • Mobile 617-633-6062 401-252-9577 ,t • ce ent ererences: v . www.rentamensch.us " ..,, ,..,.,. 

... ................... ................. • •• Fal0Portu9ues- R£Glll444 •• : .__------------~----~ L..-::::..:....:L---------------'I 
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Gerald Carlin, 85 
CRANSTON - Gerald Carlin, of 
Bloomfield, Conn., formerly of Cran
ston, died on June 7, at home. He 
was the husband of the late Louise 
(Freeman) Carlin. 

Born in Buenos Aires, Argentina, 
a son of the late David and Norma 
(Ritter) Carlin, he had ·lived in Cran
ston for 55 years before moving to 
Bloomfield, Conn. five years ago. 

He was an appliance and TV sales
man for Tony Goodrich, Tony Ameri
cans and Ann & Hope for many 
years, retiring in 1994. He was a 
graduate of Bryant College, Class of 
1949, where he received a bachelor's 
degree in accounting and finance. 

A World War II Air Force veteran 

• 
on loan to the Navy, he 
served in the Pacific from 
1943 to 1946. He was a 
member of the Jewish 

War Veterans' Post 533 and was 
a former member of Temple Beth 
Torah. 

He was the father of Paul Jay 
Carlin of Warwick; and Naomi Ann 
Rubock and her husband, Jeremy, 
of West Hartford, Conn.; and the 
grandfather of Deborah, Joshua, 
Shira, Heather and Eric. 

Contributions may be made to 
Emanuel Synagogue, 160 Mohegan 
Drive, West Hartford, Conn. 06117 
or Temple Am David, 40 Gardiner 
St., Warwick, RI 02888. 

Esther Elkin, 100 
PROVIDENCE - Esther (Novogrod
sky) Elkin, of Providence, died on 
June 5. She was the wife of the late 
Dr. Harry Elkin. Born in New York 
City, she was a daughter of the late 
Shimon and Chana Novogrodsky. 

She was a beloved teacher of 
Hebrew language for 81 years; she 
taught at both Temple Emanu-EI 
and Temple Beth0 EI in Providence. 
Married in 1935, she and her late 
husband moved to Providence in 
1954. 

She is survived by her children, 
Abby Richter and her husband, 
Yochai, of Israel, and Rabbi Joshua 

Elkin and his wife, Judy, of Newton, 
Mass. She was the grandmother of 
Eyal and Lee of Israel and Jonathan, 
Benjamin, and Liza, of Newton, 
Mass.; and the great-grandmother of 
Alon, Oren, Eila, Gili, Omri, and Tai, 
all of Israel. She was the sister of Sol, 
Irving, Abbe, and Joseph. 

Contributions may be made to 
the Esther Elkin Hebrew Language 
Fund, c/o Jewish Federation of RI , 
130 Sessions St., Providence, RI 
02906. 

Rosalind Gorin, 88 
PROVIDENCE - Rosalind Gorin 
died on June 4 at her home at Epoch 
on the East Side. 

Born in Portland, Maine, she was 
the daughter of Julius and Lillian 
Abramson. She was the wife of the 
late Jeremiah J. Gorin; the mother 
of Stephen (and his wife Cynthia) of 
Canterbury, N.H., David of Boston; 
and the late Lawrence. She was the 
sister of Lenore Gray Rakatansky _of 
Providence, and the cousin of Phyllis 
Lappen of Avon, Conn. 

She graduated with honors 
from the University of Rhode 
Island in 1973, and she worked at 
Brown University from 1973-78 in 
the relations and alumni offices. A 
supporter of liberal causes, she vol
unteered with many civic and reli
gious organizations, and tutored 
Russian students who were learning 
English. She loved Cape Cod. 

Contributions may be made 
to Defenders of Animals, www. 
defendersofanimals; RI Family Lit
eracy Initiative, www.rifli.org , or 
RI League of Women Voters, www. 
lwvri.org. 

Ida Gorkin 
PROVIDENCE - Ida (Abeleva) 
Gorkin died recently. She was the 
wife of the late Naum Gorkin. Born 
in Belarus, a daughter of the late 
Isaak and Risa (Tunkel) Abelev, she 
had been a resident of Providence 
for 20 years. 

She is survived by her children, 
Alla Goman and her husband, Sam, 
of Providence, and Michael Gorkin 

The Only Family-Owned 
Jewish Funeral Home 

in Rhode Island 

1100 New London Avenue 

Cranston, RI 02920 

Tel.: 463-7771 
Toll-free: 1-877-463-7771 

6 Certifie,I by the 
~~\I R./. Board of Rabbis 

Pre-Need Programs Av,,ilable 
Wheelchair Accessibk 

and his wife, Anna, of North Provi
dence; brothers Vulf and Boris 
Abelev of Chicago, and Marat and 
Lev Abelev of Israel ; her grandchil
dren Irina and her husband Evaryst, 
Tanya, Ina and Diana; and her great
grandchildren Andrew and Sasha. 
She was the sister of the late Chaya 
Slobodin. 

Abraham Nathanson, 80 
NARRAGANSETT Abraham 
Nathanson, of Narragansett and 
Cranston, died at his beachfront 
home on June 6. 

The son of 
Joseph and 
Anna Nathan
son, he is sur
vived by his 
three children, 
Brenda Moore 
of Devon, Penn.; 
Dana Nathan

son of East Providence; and Rena 
Nathanson of London, England; four 
grandchildren; and his former wife 
and constant friend, Sandra Nathan
son. He also leaves two brothers, 
Morris and Nathan Nathanson, and 
a sister, Rachel Shuchman. Another 
sister, Shirley Ruth Nathanson, died 
in 1969. 

He was born Nov. 26, 1929 in 
Pawtucket, and attended the local 
public schools, graduating from 
Pawtucket East Senior High School. 
,_ He served in the U.S. 

- Army and then attended 
Pratt Institute, in Brook

lyn, N.Y., where he studied graphic 
and industrial design. 

He later returned to Pawtucket, 
where he and his brother Morris 
founded a commercial design 
studio. He worked several years as a 
jewelry designer, purchased an his
toric mill complex in Centerdale and 
founded George Nathan Design. 

He later sold George Nathan 
Design and spent the following years 
working on art and photography, 
and illustrating children's books. He 
was a celebrated member of the 
Providence Art Club. 

At age 76, he created a ne'I,( com
pany, Bananagrams, with the help of 
his daughter, Rena, and her children, 
Aaron and Ava. The success of his 

OBITUARIE_S 
word game was immediate and sen
sational, and in 2009 Bananagrams 
was the recipient of the "Game of the 
Year" award from the Toy Industry 
Association. 

Contributions may be made to 
Crossroads Rhode Island or the 
Rhode Island Food Bank. 

Chaya Resnick, 76 
HAIFA, Israel - Chaya (Becker) 
Resnick, also known as Harriet, died 
on May 27. Born on April 16, 1934 in 
Milwaukee, Wis., she was the daugh
ter of Rose and William Becker. 

She attended the University of 
Wisconsin in Madison. She had a 
long-term association with the Labor 
Zionist Youth Group, Habonim and, 
in the summer of 1956, she met her 
future husband in Israel at Gesher 
Haziv, a kibbutz where they both 
worked as volunteer agricultural 
workers. After their marriage, they 
lived in Rhode Island where she 
taught Hebrew in synagogues and as 
a private tutor. 

She was a member of Temple 
Emanu-EI, the Hug lvrit and the 
Rhode Island Jewish Historical 
Association. She was a member of 
Na'Amat, formerly Pioneer Women, 
for which she held several leadership 
positions. 

In 1970, the family settled in Israel 
where, for many years, she was the 
director of English texts at the Uni
versity of Haifa bookstore. 

She is survived by her husband, 
Kenneth Resnick, of Haifa; her 
children , Dr. Murray Resnick (and 
Nitzan) of Sharon, Mass.; Shira 
Rosenfeld (and Yaron) of Haifa; 
Tami Erez (and Hazi) of Haifa; and 
her grandchildren, Daniel, Gili, Liron, 
Yardem, lmbar, Eden and Schar; 
her sister, Luba Lieberman and 
(Schmaury) of Haifa; her broth
ers, Alvin Becker (and Arlene) of 
New York and Martin Becker (and 
Rosette) of Sharon, Mass. 

Condolences may be sent to the 
Resnick family, 127 Einstein St., Apt. 
6, Haifa, Israel 34601. 

A 'win-win' proposition 
PROVIDENCE - What's 
your favorite part of the 
paper? L east favorite part of 
the paper? What do you want 
to see more - or less - of in 
your biweekly newspaper that 
includes "all the news for all 
the Jews of greater Rhode 
Island?" 

Are there certain themes 
that appeal to you, the reader? 
Drop us an email, marked 
"WHAT I LOVE/WHAT 
I TOLERATE" t o 
voiceherald@JFRI. 
org or a note in 
snail mail to The 
Jewish 
H erald, 
Sessions St., 
Providence, RI 
02906. 

value - feedback in the form 
of story suggestions, recom
mendations and ideas. 

If we adopt one of your 
ideas for "WHAT I LOVE/ 
WHAT I TOLERATE," 
The Jewish Voice & H erald will 
enter your name into a draw
ing for a gift card to a local 
vendor who advertises with 
The Jewish Voice & H erald. 
The amount of the gift card 
and the choice oflocal vendor 
will be determined by the 

number of submissions 

Continuing our century-old tradition 
of service to the Jewish community. 

* 

Locally operated to meet your personal needs 
with compassion and sensitivity 

SUGARMAN~ 
INAI MEMORIAL~~ 

CHAPEL :=..: 
458 Hope Street, Providence, RI 
(401) 331-8094 • 1-800-447-1267 

Fax: (401) 331-9379 

Ira Jay Fleisher, Funeral Director 

Jill E. Sugarman, Funeral Director 

Member of the Jewish Funeral Directors of America 
Certified by the Rhode Island Board of Rabbis 

Call for a tree preneed planning guide. 

VfWWjvh,ri.org 
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We Are Read 
Where in the world will we go nex t? 

STANLEY M. ARONSON, M .D 

l,1 ted · 
SAM AND SUE SULS AND JESSICA AND JEFFREY BRIER take a break t o read a recent issue of 

The Voice & Herald on an iPad. They were in Poipu on the island of Kauai, Hawaii. 

Providence residents Stanley 
M. Aronson, M .D. and 
Milton W . Hamolsky, 

M.D. both received the Life
time Achievement Awards from 
the Federation of State M edical 
Boards, a group that represents 
70 medical boards in the United 
States. The group has only given 
out the award twice before - once 
in 2000 and again in 2008. 

MILTON W. HAMOLSKY, M .D. 

of medicine at Brown University. 
During his 11-year tenure (from 
1992 to 2003) on the Rhode Island 
Board of Medical Licensure and 
D iscipline, Aronson was respon
sible for restoring public confi
dence in the processes of licensing 
and disciplining Rhode Island's 
physicians. As the fi rst dean of the 
Brown M edical School, Aron
son oversaw a tenfold increase in 
applications during his 11-year 
leadership. The former chairman 
of the Department of Pathology 
and Laboratory M edicine, Aron
son was instrumental in establish
ing Rhode Island's first hospice 
program, now called Home & 
Hospital Care of Rhode Island. 

Awards 

Paul A. Silver of Providence 
received The H arold B. 
Soloveitzik Professional 

Leadership Award, from the 
Rhode Island Foundation at the 
organization's annual meeting on 
June 3. Established for Soloveitzik, 
a Westerly lawyer who exhibited 
an enduring commitment to 
philanthropy throughout his 
career, the award is given annually 
to a professional advisor who shares 
this enduring commitment. 

A partner with H inckley, Allen 
& Snyder, Silver was recognized 
for his long-standing relationship 

PAUL SILVER, LEFT, with 
Neil Steinberg, of the 

Rhode Island Foundation 

with the Rhode Island Foundation and his commitment to both pract ic
ing and promoting philanthropy in Rhode Island. 

Attention! 
So, you think you have what it takes ... 
So, you think you can make the world a better place ... 

Then we want to see you Thursday, June 17th 
For 

Operation Grassroots Boot Camp 
At the Jewish Federation of RI Board Room 

130 Sessions Stree\ Pro~dence, 02906 
From 5 to 9 PM 

Yes, if you want to be all you can be it will be the best 4 hours of your life 
(Dinner will be included, we are not that tough) 

Our Boot Camp Director will be: 
Becky Eisen, Poverty Campaign Coordinator 

Jewish Council for Public Affairs 

Our Mission: To build a strong group of Jewish community 
leaders and advocates working together 

Call now if you think you got what it takes 
Marty Cooper, Community Relations Director, 

401 .421.41 11 or Email: mcooper@jfri.org 

Presented by: 

ci'';:::~ !~:1 _.,.. 

/The Rhod e Island Foundation 

Aronson and Hamolsky 
received their awards in April at 
the organization's 98th annual 
meeting that was held in Chicago. 

H amolsky was the firs t chief 
administrative officer of the 
Rhode Island Board of M edical 
Licensure and Discipline. From 
1987 until his 2001 retirement, he 
headed that board. H e advanced 
the study of endocrinology with 
his discoveries in that field, served 
as the physician-in-chief at Rhode 
Island Hospital and a professor 

The author of several books and 
a regular columnist for The Voice & 
Herald and The PrO'Uidence j ournal, 
Aronson also served as a former 
editor-in-chief of M edicine & 
Health Rhode Island. 

• 
CAMPlQ!!!.N'S POND 

www.campJorl.com 
• New features for Day camp 
• Transportation from 

Providence and Warwick, 
• Two week sessions starting 

June 29 through August 17 
• Increased activity choices 
• Wednesday night overnights 
• Getting ready to step into 

overnight camping 
• Spirited family style 

meals in our dining hall 
• Dietary laws observed 
• Programs provided 

by our Israeli staff 
• Ropes Challenge Course 
• Shabbot Experience 

FOR REG/STRATTON INFORMATTON CONTACT: 11·1· 111111 
g~~i ;~1~6~~~~7~ ord.en's Pond, Wakefield, RI •z+U$L 
Ema!I: camp1on@holmall.com 

wwwjvhri.org 



PAGE 28 Jewish Voice <\_Herald June 11 , 2010 

And time is running out. 

Your donation to the Annual Community Campaign makes a difference every day in the 

lives of our Jewish community here in Rhode Island and around the world. Your gift is used 

in many ways-it becomes a summer camp experience or a Jewish education for a child 

who could not afford one, a kosher meal for a family that would otherwise go hungry, a life 

changing visit to Israel for a college student, or a family's escape from Ethiopia to Israel. 

Every dollar helps us to perform Tikkun Olam-to create a different and 

better world for all of us. Make your gift by June 30, 2010 to be part 
of this year's Annual Community Campaign. 

Make a pledge today or honor a pledge already made at www.JFRl.org 

130 Sessions Street Providence, RI 029061401-421-4111 x165 

wwwjvhri.org 
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