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/The Miriam Hospital Legacy 

From left, Andrew and Shelley Sigal, Dr. Fred J. Schiffman, Steven and Judy Sigal, David and 
Susan Bazar and Jamie and Brock Manville at The Miriam Hospital gala in May. 

A $3 million gift endows 
a professorship 

Dr. Fred] 
Schiffman named 
first Sigal professor 

BY MARY Ko1rn 
Special to 1he Voice & H erald 

PROVIDENCE - The late 
Irving Sigal, an entrepreneur 
with a rich baritone voice, 

would have been moved to 
song at the dedication of the 
Sigal Family P rofessorship in 
Humanistic M edicine on Sept. 
16 at Brown University. 

Andrew and Shelley Sigal, 
Steven and Judy Sigal, D avid 
and Susan Bazar and Jamie and 
Brock Manville endowed the 
S3 million professorship as a 
legacy to their parents, the late 
Irving and Phyllis Sigal. 

The g ift will be divided 
equally between The Miriam 
H ospital and the Warren 
Alpert School of M edicine at 
Brown; the hospital will serve 
as the program's clinical incu
bator. 

Dr. Fred J. Schiffman , an 
oncologist who cared for Sigal 
during his final illness, 
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Gutterman can keep a job: 
Forty years at Temple Beth-El 

Synagogue celebrates 
rabbis tenure 

Bv NANCY KmsCH 
nkirsch@JFRI.org 

chool to retirement 
(though not quite 
yet): That 's been 

Rabbi Leslie Y. Gutterman's career 
path. With only one employer for 
more than 40 years (from July 1970 
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to his pending retirement date of no 
later than June 30, 2015), Gutterman 
has made Temple Beth-El, the 
state's largest Reform synagogue, at 
70 Orchard Ave., Providence, his 
second home. 

On Friday, Oct. 8, the Temple 
Beth-El community will enjoy a spe
cial Shabbat honoring Gutterman. 
Currently, he has the second longest 
tenure there, but if he stays until his 
planned retirement date, he'll sur
pass Rabbi William G. Braude's 42 
years at the temple. 

In light of the upcoming simcha, 
1he Voice & Herald talked with mem
bers of the Jewish community to 
understand what makes Gutterman 
so quintessentially Gutterman. 

H e first came to Providence, 
recalled his long-time family friend, 
Dr. Milton H amolsky, "as an assis
tant rabbi to serve for a couple of 
years, such as a medical intern 
might." History showed that those 
plans were quickly abandoned. 

"Rabbi Braude, a highly respected 
religious leader, was very proud of 
him. Les was quiet, efficient and 

ready to help," said H amolsky. As he 
began to conduct funerals and mar
riages, people recognized his skills. 
"He is intellectually capable and has 
warmth and compassion for what 
people need," H amolsky said. 

Providence Police Chief Colonel 
Dean Esserman's relationship with 
Gutterman is briefer in duration, as 
they met when Gutterman attended 
Esserman's swearing-in ceremony 
in January 2003. "When I got 
cancer, Dr. Bill Sikov and Dr. Fred 
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JFRI 2011 Annual 
Community Campaign 

kickoff is Oct. 18 
'Because of YOU' 

B, ELLEN C IIEHNACK 

echernack@JFRl.org 

UILD I NG 
comm unity 
begins wit h 
you! Each year, 

ewish Federation of Rhode 
Island works to improve the 
quality of life for others with 
funds raised through our Annual 
Community Campaign. Because 
of you, we feed the hungry, care 
for the frail and vulnerable and 
energize Jewish life for youth and 
families here in Rhode Island and 

throughout the world. 
Our 2011 Annual Commu

nity Campaign is officially under 
way. If you want to make a dif
ference in the life of another, offer 
an elderly neighbor a hot meal 
or help a child connect to his 
or her Jewish heritage, you can! 
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/Shelley Meyerheim 

MARK FEINSTEIN, Temple Emanu-El's president, carries the new 
Torah outside Temple Emanu-EI, at a synagogue-wide celebration 
on Sunday, Sept. 26. The Torah was commissioned two years ago 
in memory of Holocaust survivor Lea Eliash, who taught three 
generations of children to read Hebrew and study Torah. 

Read more a bout the celebration of the new Torah in Josh Stein's 
column on page 5 and view more images on page 16. 
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Meet Eliza Weiss, new intern at JCDS 

]CDS welcomes its 
eighth intern from 

Brandeis University 
program 

BY KAllOLYN W 111 n : 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

PROVIDENCE - As the Jewish 
Community Day School QCDS) 
librarian, I sat down with JCDS' 
newest intern, Eliza Weiss, from 
the Elementary Master of Arts 
in Teaching (DeLeT) program 
at Brandeis University. Weiss is 
assigned during this school year to 
the fifth grade classroom of Jamie 
Faith Woods, W eiss' mentor and 
herself a DeLeT graduate. 

decision to only befriend Jews; it 
was just natural and comfortable to 
gravitate toward them. I felt con
nected, and it felt familiar. 

I am most aware of my Jewish 
identity and appreciative of my 
upbringing when I am away from 
my day-to-day home routine - when 
I am with foreigners, non-Jews and 
Jews from non-Jewish places. 

Q After traveling to New 
Orleans and South Africa, 
majoring in English and going 
to journalism school at Boston 
University, how did you end up at 
DeLeT? 

/Jamie Faith Woods 

I enjoy writing, but it is a very sol
itary profession. That is something I 
did not think about before pursuing 
a career in the field . I discovered I 
became lonely. 

I heard about DeLeT through a 
family fr iend - and it is everything 
I never knew I always wanted. It's 
children, Judaism, community, 
social activism and learning for the 
sake oflearning. 

I have not given up writing. It 
is not an either/or situation. I still 
write (I'm working on a series about 
the Russian Jewish community in 
Boston for The Jewish Advocate). 
H owever, I realized that I couldn't 
survive on writing alone - not 
financially and certainly not emo
tionally. 

Q What are your first impres
sions ofJCDS? Q What is your relationship 

with Judaism? 

A: Writing has been my passion 
for as far back as I can remember. In 
addition, I have loved children ever 
since I stopped being one! I always 
envisioned that writing would 
inhabit my professional li fe, and 
children, my personal life. ELIZA WEISS, DeleT intern, looks over a lesson plan at JCDS. A: I love JCDS so far. I had a 

good feeling about it before the 
school year had even started - the 
teachers and staff were so warm and 
welcoming to me, and I could tell it 
was a happy place. When the stu
dents came, they did not disappoint 
me! 

A: Judaism has always been 
"built into" to my life. I grew up and 
went to public school in Newton, 
Mass., where the Jewish population 
is approximately one-third of the 
total population. 

There was never a separation 
between religion and every day life 
for me. I attended Temple Reyim 
Religious School in Newton, Mass., 
became a bat mitzvah and traveled 
to Israel a few times, as did many of 
my friend s. 

I never felt embarrassed bringing 
matzah to school during Passover or 
being absent at Yorn Kippur. I never 
begged to visit Santa at a depart
ment store or felt jealous of chil
dren's pastel-painted Easter eggs. 

When I went to Tulane Uni
versity, I did not make a conscious 

At Tulane, I majored in English 
(naturally). New Orleans also hap
pens to be an extremely colorful, 
gritty city. While I was improving 
my writing and literature analysis 
skills in classes, J was developing 
deeper social and cultural aware
ness on the streets of New Orleans. 
It was the first time I closely wit
nessed blatant racism, classism and 
generally unwarranted inequality. 
That was also when J learned that 
money does not buy happiness. New 
Orleans' poorest residents have the 
shortest end of the stick imagin
able, but are cheerful, despite their 
poverty. 

During this time, I began to write 
about social issues. I used "self
immersion journalism," a genre in 
which the writer puts herself in the 

The Renaissa nce Memory Support Ca re at Tama risk provides 
a unique, multi-faceted treatment approach that contin ues 
to achieve excellent results in stimulating the mind. body 

and spirit of residents in our highly regarded program. 

A comprehensive. individualized care plan is created by our 
staff of exceptional professionals in consultation with family 
members to ensure that each resident ca n realize their full 

potential and experience happier days. 

Our full y secure and comfortable. family-style atmosphere 
enhances social interaction · combined with a com plete 
sched ule of activities and therapies that complement the 

specialized needs of each resident. 

Studio or companion apartments with an unpara lleled level of service and 
amen ities , provide all the support needed for safety and peace of mind. 

Our Celebrations Adult Day Services and Respite Care are also available for 
non-residents experiencing a memory disorder. 

www.tamariskr1.org 
For a personal consultation, ca ll Dianne: 401-732-0037 

midst of a situation or environment 
worth writing about and then writes 
first-person narrative stories about 
her experiences. 

In February 2007, after send
ing out my applications to journal
ism schools, I quit my desk job at 
an online restaurant guide in New 
York City, and volunteered at an 
AIDS orphanage outside Cape 
Town, South Africa. 

The experience changed my life. I 
learned so much about poverty and 
humankind, and I developed rela
tionships with children who, from 
birth, had death sentences hanging 
over them. I kept a blog and made 
sense of my feelings through writ
ing. I went to South Africa with the 
intention of helping children and 

TAMARISK 
A SSISTE O L I VI N G R E.S I OE. N CE 

Where Life is Ce lebrated '" 
3 Shalom Drive, Warwick. RI 02886 

A Carehnk Membe, 
A Community of the Jewish Seniors Agency of RI 

AKosherAssisledLivrlgResidence 
~by"'1 KastrutCom<risson <A Gn1a<er Ha1fonl 

wwwjvhri.org 

doing a mitzvah. J never predicted 
how much I would gain from the 
children and the experience. 

The following summer, two col
lege fr iends and I helped build a 
house through H abitat for Human
ity for a mother and daughter who 
had lost their home in Hurricane 
Katrina. The daughter hammered 
in her bedroom's walls. When her 
room was fini shed, we all wrote our 
names on the doorway's raw wood 
threshold. 

In journalism school, I wrote 
about my experiences with chil
dren in South Africa and building 
that house in St. Bernard Parish. 
I wrote about the girls for whom 
I had babysat and other stories for 
community newspapers. 

In my last year of journalism 
school, I began freelancing for Ibe 
Jewish Advocate in Boston. As I 
would have written then for any 
publication that would have me, I 
didn't recognize the blessing that 
had fallen into my lap. While inter
viewing members of the Jewish 
community, I felt like I was home 
again. It was warm and comfort
ing to be among Jews, where even 
people I did not know were familiar 
to me. 

One of the first things I noticed 
on the first day of school is how 
polite and respectful the fifth grad
ers were to one another. There were 
no cliques, no "mean girls," no "boys 
versus girls wars." 

The Jewish aspect adds an ele
ment of warmth and community 
that sets the school apart from my 
elementary school experience. Juda
ism is much more than a religion; 
it's not something to put down 
when you leave the synagogue or 
close your prayer book. It is some
thing you carry with you. 

A June 2010 graduate of the DeLeT 
program, Jessica Perlman is now 
working at a Jewish day school in New 
Orleans. Find her DeLeT presentation 
on You Tube. 

Karolyn White is the librarian at the 
]CDS. Contact her at kwhite@jcdsri. 
org. 

The Jewish Community Day School 
is a partner agency ofthe]FRI. 
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With incurable leukemia, Zasloff shares his life legacy 
Former Federation 
colleague remains 

positive 
BY NANCY KJRSCII 

nkirsch@JFRI.org 

PROVIDENCE - "Strong like 
bull." Frank Zasloff's life mantra 
carries a special poignancy these 
days. Battling a rare form of acute 
myeloid leukemia, Frank, The Jewish 
Voice & Herald's much-loved and 
well-respected former advertisi'ng 
representative, recently decided to 
discontinue medical treatments, 
other-than for palliative care. 

"I have no regrets," said Frank, 
age 62, who looks trim, fit (he is 140 
pounds lighter than when he first 
became ill) and remarkably healthy, 
given the gravity of his medical 
situation. 

H e and Etta, his wife of 42 years, 
were at the Federation offices on 
Tuesday, Sept. 21 to participate 
in the going-away lunch for Steve 
Silberfatb, and m'(de time for this 
post-lunch interview. 

"I've done what I wanted to do 
all my life. I've enjoyed my work - I 
would have liked to have worked 
until I was 67 or 68," said Frank. 

In January, when Frank - a fun
loving and hard-working colleague 
- began to complain of pain and 
discomfort, his medical saga began. 
Physicians at The Miriam Hos
pital were initially befuddled by 
his symptoms - a swollen leg and 
numbness in his mouth, coupled 
with earlier complaints of flu-like 
symptoms and appetite loss (and 
remember, Frank was then a very 
large man with a very hearty appe
tite). 

After six weeks of back and 
forth - from The Miriam Hospi
tal to their home in Hope Valley -
and lots of tests, he was diagnosed 
on Feb. 12. In response to Frank's 
request for a second opinion, his 
physicians at The M iriam scheduled 

an appointment for 
Frank with the 
leading adult leuke
mia doctor at Dana 
Farber, Dr. Richard 
M. Stone. Within 
a day or two after 
seeing Stone, Frank 
was admitted to 
Dana Farber and 
immediately put 
on a chemotherapy 
regime, said Etta. 

"The people 
_at Dana Farber 
were fabulous," 
said Frank. "They 
couldn't do enough 
for me. l had dif
ferent doctors - a 
radiologist, an 
oncologist, a urolo
gist - they all 
worked as a coordi
nated team." 

S i n c e t h e n ·, 
Frank has had 
chemotherapy and 
radiation, both 

/Zasloff family 

FRANK ZASLOFF sits, in an uncharacteristically subdued moment of reflection. 

of which took their toll on him 
physically, though not in spirit. 
Seven straight days of round-the
clock chemotherapy and the radia
tion were horrific, said Etta. "The 
chemo left Frank so weak that he 
couldn't even stand without falling. 
He gained 40 pounds of fluids; the 
chemotherapy just knocked him out 
and killed his appetite," she said. 
Then, the radiation left him so ill 
and nauseous that he couldn't keep 
anything down. 

While both Etta and Frank ;:,ere 
clear that everyone has to make 
the decision that is right for them, 
they concurred that those courses 
of treatment weren't worth going 
through again, especially with no 
certainty of a longer lifespan. 

The past few months have been a 
bit of a roller-coaster ride for both 
the Zasloffs and Frank's colleagues 
at the newspaper and the Jewish 
Federation of Rhode Island - good 

news: "They have found a perfect 
match for a stem-cell transplant" 
- followed by more bad news: "They 
saw something suspicious, so they 
need to postpone the stem-cell 
transplant." 

Had he had the stem-cell trans
plant, he would have been, for all 
intents and purposes, a· prisoner in 
his own home. Because his immune 
system would be so fragile, he would 
have been confined to his home and 
backyard for a full 12 months, with 
only a few visitors permitted. For 
Frank, who loves people, parties 
and playing golf, that home con
finement would have been chal
lenging. 

Throughout these months, Frank 
has been cheerful, optimistic and, 
again, "strong like bull," whenever 
we visited him - at The Miriam, 
Dana Farber or his home. Those 
who know Frank well wouldn't be 
surprised to know that, even with 

heavy meds coursing through his 
bloodstream, he always had a quick 
retort or a teasing comment. 

A recent trip to West Virginia -
where both Etta and Frank grew 
up, married and raised their two 
children, Julie and Zac - was filled 
with fun, friends and fond remem
brances. ln the midst of that trip, a 
blood draw - now a weekly routine 
for Frank - revealed more sober
ing news: The leukemia was in his 
bone marrow. With that news, his 
oncologist presented them with 
four options, none of which offered 
Frank the opportunity to travel, to 
come and go as he wished, to spend 
unrestricted time with his family 
and friends. 

"When l got the call from the 
doctor that said, 'We don't have 
good news,' I wanted our kids to 
come with Etta and me so they 
could hear everything from him,'' 
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FROM THE 

Ex:ECUTIVE EDITOR 

I'm late, 
I'm late ... 

BY NANCY KIRSCH 

nkirsch@JFRI.org 

SOMETIMES I FEEL that I live 
the life of the White Rabbit in 
Lewis Carroll's Alice in Wonder
land. Remember his words? "I'm 

late, I'm late/For a very important date/No 
time to say, hello, goodbye/I'm late, I'm 
late, I'm late!" 

Juggling the commitments of a demand
ing, yet engaging and exciting, position 
as 1he Jewish Voice & Herald's executive 
editor - to which I devote far more hours 
than the standard 45-55-hour work week 
- with home and family obligations keeps 
me hopping. However, when I find myself 
silently wishing that people - perhaps slow 
of speech or slow to react to the green traf
fic light - would just hurry up and get on 
with it, I know I need to do what doesn't 
come naturally to me: Slow down. I have 
to relearn, "There's no time bank where I 
can store up the time I've 'saved.' There is 
no saved time." 

That message came through to a good 
friend and colleague recently. In a hurry to 
get to work - she had too much to do in 
the time allotted - she had a bad car acci
dent. No injuries, fortunately, but exten
sive damage to her car - and a several hour 
delay before she got to work! 

I, too, have had similar experiences, 
where I hurry, hurry, hurry - always with 
the desire to be more efficient and accom
plish more - and then spend time clean
ing up the messes created as a result of my 
hurrying. For example, I've unintention
ally disappointed or angered a long-absent 
friend when I was too busy to talk when 
she called. For example, I've ruined more 
than one dessert when I was so busy that 
I short-circuited the recipe-reading pro
cess. These examples - and my friend's·car 
accident - demonstrate the downside of 
"being too busy to slow down." 

Are you like me? Do you sometimes 
think, "Well, I'll make it up to my disap
pointed friend or my quasi-neglected rela
tive when I have more time. I'll call her 
later in the week when I have more time." 
I learn, forget and then relearn the lesson: 
There won't be more time later. I should 
seize the opportunity when I can - it may 
not come around later and, iHt does, I'm 
sure I'll be no less busy than I was when 
the opportunity first arose. 

So, here's my resolution for the coming 
year: I vow to remember to breathe, 
breathe and breathe again (an oft-forgot
ten habit), so I can slow down, especially 
when I assert, "I just don't have time." 
Maybe then, I can slow down so I'll have 
fewer disappointed friends or ruined des
serts to deal with. 

As for our readers, I hope you slow 
down long enough to use 1he 2010 Guide 
to Jewish Living, enclosed with this issue. 
Keeping me busier than usual during these 
past few weeks, it is a valuable resource 
for our Jewish community - in quiet and 
not-so-quiet moments. Finally, a hugely 
appreciative note of thanks to our volun
teer Guide fact-checker; we couldn't have 
gotten the Guide out without her. Any 
mistakes in the Guide are ours, not hers! 

IT SEEMS To ME 

Does God play favorites? 
Two rabbis - one Chabad, 

one Reform - converse 

THIS PAST JULY I received an 
email from my nephew Tom, 
who was completing a research 
project in Sri Lanka. At that 

time Tom was residing - believe it or not 
- in the Chabad House in the capital city 
of Colombo. While Tom was certainly well 
treated by the Chabad rabbi, he was quite 

Rabbi Jim 
Rosen6erg 

discussion with 

disturbed by a conversa
tion they had. When 
Tom told the rabbi how 
impressed he was with the 
spiritual level attained by 
a Buddhist monk he had 
recently met, the rabbi 
replied that neither a Bud
dhist nor a practitioner of 
any other religion could 
achieve the spiritual level 
of a Jew. 

As it turns out, Tom's 
the Chabad rabbi in Sri 

Lanka mirrors a discussion I have been 
having for the past three months with Moshe 
Laufer, the Chabad rabbi in Barrington. As 
some of you may recall, I have been meet
ing with Rabbi Laufer almost weekly for the 
past four years. Because our friendship has 
been based upon a profound mutual respect 
for each other's spiritual, moral and intellec
tual integrity, we are able to explore issues 
about which we passionately disagree. 

At the end of June, I shared with M oshe 
an article published in the on-line edition 
of 1he Jewish Daily Forward CT4!ne 23) by 
Rabbi Arthur Green, currently the rector 
of the Rabbinical School of H ebrew Col
lege in Newton, Mass. Though Green 
begins his opinion piece, "H ow Hasidism 
Went Astray," by acknowledging that he 
owes his personal Jewish identity "primar
ily to the Baal Shem Tov (founder of modern 
Hasidism) and his followers," he goes on to 
offer a strident critique of what Hasidism 

The Guide is 
coming, the Guide . . 

1s commg .... 

IF YOUR COPY of1he]ewish Voice 
& H erald is delivered to your home, 
you'll get a copy of 7he 2010 Guide 

to Jewish L iving with. this issue. If, 
however you pick up the paper at one of 
the dozens of locales around the state, 
you won't find the Guide there. You can 
pick up a copy - one per household, 
please - at the offices of 1he Jewish Voice 
& Herald, 130 Sessions St., Providence, 
RI 02906. If you prefer that we mail 
the Guide to you, advance payment 
(for our mailing and processing costs) 
is required. Please send $3/per copy, 
made payable to 1he Jewish Voice & 
Herald, with your mailing information, 
to 1he Jewish Voice & Herald, at the 
address above. 

If you have any questions, please con
tact Nancy Kirsch at 421-4111, ext. 168 
or nkirsch@JFRI.org. Thank you! 

has become. 
As Moshe and I went through Green's 

piece line by line, M oshe did, in fact, agree 
with some of the criticisms put forward; but 

"Just as those of us 
with children love them 
equally but differently, 
so too does God love 

all peoples equally but 
differently." 

he took great exception to Green's assertion: 
"The view that gentiles are less fully human 
than Jews, even said to be lacking a divine 
soul, had ancient roots in kabbalistic tradi
tion. Sadly, that bit of racist Jewish folklore 
is alive among the Hasidim even today." 

In support of Green's statement, I 
reminded Moshe that in the 12th century, 
Yehuda Halevi, best known for his poems of 
longing for Zion, argued in his quasi-phil
osophical work, 1he Kuzari, that Jews and 
only Jews possess the inyan elohi, the spiri
tual capacity to experience God fully. 

During our give and take on this exceed
ingly complex and emotionally charged sub
ject, Moshe admitted to me that Chabad 
believes that "the Jew - and only the Jew 
- has the capacity to reach the Infinite," 
what Cha bad calls in H ebrew B ' Ii G'vul or 
"Boundless." While M oshe insists that only 
Jews can achieve this spiritual level of B' Ii 
G'vul, he is convinced that this view is in 
no way meant to be derogatory to non-Jews 
and is certainly not racist. Rather, Moshe 
affirms that Chabad's notion of Jewish spiri
tual elevation is "celebrating who we are 
- what we are - not celebrating what they, 
gentiles, are not." 

Indeed, says Moshe, Chabad emphasizes 
that "every human being has a Godly mis-

sion," and that there are a number of sacred 
roles for the hasidei Ummot ha-olam, the 
Righteous Gentiles. 

My response to Moshe is that I believe it 
is unjust and undemocratic of God to des
ignate one "chosen" group as qualitatively 
closer to God than any other group. I do 
not and cannot believe in a God who plays 
favorites. 

At times, then, my notion of God trumps 
traditional or classical understandings of 
what it might mean for us Jews to be an am 
s'gulah or "a treasured people" (Deuteronomy 
7:6) or to be placed above all other peoples 
(Deuteronomy 26:19). 

Then, Moshe promptly and vigorously 
responds: "My notion of God is entirely 
dependent upon my acceptance of Torah as 
literally d 'var Adonai, the word of God." 

Clearly, Rabbi Laufer and I are divided on 
the issue of what it means to be a member 
of God's "Chosen People." Every Friday eve
ning, as each of us welcomes Shabbat with 
the Kiddush, we each chant the identical 
Hebrew words, ki vanu vaharta v'otanu Kid
dashta mikol ha'amim ("for You have chosen 
us and have sanctified us above all peoples"); 
but obviously each of us understands these 
words differently. According to Moshe, this 
phrase from our Kiddush can be interpreted 
to mean that only we Jews have the spiritual 
capacity to reach the B 'li G'vul, the Bound
less, the Infinite. 

Because of my fear that such a phrase 
could lead to an unhealthy Jewish trium
phalism, I interpret it more broadly: Just as 
those of us with children love them equally 
but differently, so too does God love all peo-

. pies equally but differently. God loves each 
people in a unique way, and so we can say 
that God has a unique relationship with us 
Jews. In this powerful - but limited- sense, 
we are entitled to call ourselves the Chosen 
People. 

fames B. R osenberg is rabbi emeritus at 
Temple Habonim in Barrington. Contact him 
at rabbiemeritus@templehabonim.org. 

LETTERS 
Schafranik story elicits memories 

I READ THE PIECE about the 
Schafraniks, ("Schafranik suitcase 
stores secrets" in the Sept. 17 issue). 

From the early 1940s, I knew both Mrs. 
(Lola) Schafranik and E rich somewhat. 

She lived in an apartment house owned 
then by my family and was a neighbor for 
a long time of my grandmother. I remem
ber her well - she was sweet and kind, 

with a thick German accent. She would 
supply me with candy and stamps after the 
war, since I specialized then in collecting 
stamps from Germany. I would often stop 
to visit her when I was in the building. 

Richard Shein 
Providence 

Our editorial policy 
WANT OUR OPINION 

ages to represent our readers' 
brant diversity of ideas and 

opinions. Thus, our editorial policy is as 
follows: 1he Voice & Herald may publish 
thoughtful and informative contributors' 
columns (op-eds) and letters to the editor 
on issues of interest to our Jewish commu
nity. At our discretion, we may edit pieces 
for publication or refuse publication. 

Letters and columns, whether from our 
regular contributors or from guest colum-

nists, represent the views of the authors; 
they do not represent the views of 1he 
Jewish Voice & Herald or the Jewish Federa
tion ~f Rhode Island. 

Please send letters (250 words, at most) 
and op-eds (700 words or shorter) to Nancy 
Kirsch at nki.rsch@JFRI.org (Subject Line: 
OPINIONS) or Nancy Kirsch, 1he Vi,ice 
& Herald, 130 Sessions St., Providence, RI 
02906. Please include your name, city of 
residence and (not for publication) a contact 
phone number or email. 
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New Torah connects 
generations 

TH E ROOM, WHICH 
moments earlier had 
been filled with the 
sounds of adults talk

ing and children running and 
laug)ling, was suddenly hushed, 
profoundly quiet except for the 

Josh 
Stein 

scratching of a 
quill. The last 
two lines of the 
book of Deu
teronomy were 
being inscribed 
onto a parch
ment section 
that would soon 
be sewn to its 
predecessors in 

the completion of a Torah scroll . 
As the scribe, Jamie Shear, 

dipped his quill into ink and then 
wrote, reciting each word before he 
did so, we, his audience at Temple 
Emanu-El, silently witnessed the 
fulfillment of an ancient com
mandment - that of writing the 
words of the covenant for every 
generation . When he was finished, 
the children and the adults started 
to dance and to sing, but there was 
more one task to be done before 
the secular could be called holy, 
before the skin of an animal and 
wood and ink transcended the 
level of commonplace to become 
the sacred. 

Our new Torah at Temple 

This is no time 
to be silent 

ARECENT ' ISSUE of 
the Forward featured 
short essays, really just a 

few paragraphs long, on si ns for 
which we ought to atone. Hasia 
Diner, a professor of American 

Alan 
Krinsky 

Jewish history at 
New York Uni
versity, wrote 
about the si n of 
tolerating intol
erance. 

Diner's case 
was that of the 
proposed I slamic 
Community 
Center in down
town Manhattan 
(whatever one 

thinks of the issue, it is simply a 
fact that the site is not at Ground 
Zero, and is not even withi n 
sight of Ground Zero). As she 
characterizes the situation, those 
who object to the structure are 
intolerant within the context of 
American values. And the sin 
she calls American Jews out for 
is tolerating such intolerance, 

Words across tune and space 
Emanu-Ei had been paid for by 
subscription. We'd recently lost 
a favorite teacher, Lea Eliash. 
Someone, I don't know who, pro
posed that a fitting tribute to a 
woman who had devoted her li fe 
in America to teaching Hebrew to 
young children and mature adults 
after surviving the terrors of the 
Holocaust in Europe, would be 
to honor her memory with a new 
Torah scroll; and so the "Lea's Let
ters" campaign was launched. And 
now the last of those letters, the 

"The wood of the 
trees of life was 
from the dining 
room table of a 

loving and gentle 
woman who once 

lived here." 

word Yisra'el, was being inscribed 
as permanently as anything in this 
world can be, to be read by b'nei 
mitzvah and their parents and 
grandparents, and by their chil
dren and grandchildren for as long 
as there is a Temple Emanu-El, 
and beyond, I imagine. 

Its rollers and handles (called, in 
Hebrew, atzei hayyim, in English 
"trees oflife") were carved by Lea's 
grandson from the wood of her 
dining-room table. Many in -the 

community - and I count myself 
among them - sat at that table, 
where we enjoyed meals and con
viviality. The table now is reduced 
in size, but increased in stature. 

Lea is gone, we all knew that; but 

at least, we who were there will 
remember, and when we do, her 
sweetness and grace will be called 
to mind. 

In my mind, scribes are old men 
in black suits, potbellies, black-

• /She lley Meyerheim 
JAMIE SHEAR affixes the parchment on the 

"Lea's Letters" Torah. 

this piece of her home will provide 
an ample reminder of her presence 
and importance to the community 
for as long as we remember where 
they were from. 

The collective gasp as this "table 
to Torah rollers and handles trans
formation" was revealed was akin 
to the sound of a breeze through 
tall grass. In time, I suppose fewer 
and fewer people will recall that 
the wood of the "trees of life'' 
came from the dining-room table 
of a loving and gentle woman 
who once lived here. For a while, 

NOT ALONE 

ened fingers and shtreimels, or at 
least black fedoras. Shear does not 
fit the mold. Rail-thin and smil
ing shyly, he covers his head with a 
knitted kippah and, while he does 
have a beard, it's a stylish goatee 
(I recently had one like that until 
my wife pointed out that enough 
was enough). Born and raised in 
Montreal, he attended high school 
and Bar llan University in Israel, 
moving there permanently fou r 
years ago. 

Emanu-El's is his sixth Torah 
scroll. It has the standard 245 col-

Tolerating intolerance? 
what she describes as "a vicious 
ca mpaign of hate" by not speak
ing out against it: "It is not on ly 
those American Jews who actu
ally participated in efforts to 
block an Islamic Community 
Center in Lower Manhattan 
who have si nned. Too many of 
us have sat idly by, and for that, 
we should atone." 

Diner got me thinking, though 
perhaps not in quite the way she 
intended. 

Whether we should tolerate 
intoleranc_e is an old and fasci
nating philosophical issue. After 
all, ifI am tolerant, but I do not 
tolerate intolerance, am I not 
being intolerant, and if so, am 
I really as tolerant as I imagine 
myself to be? But is there any 
moral responsibility to tolerate 
someone who is intolerant of 
others or of me? 

In the world of politics, ought 
we to allow anti-democracy par
ties to run in democratic elec
tions? That is, if the explicit 
platform of a party is to subvert 
democracy or the state, is there 
not a legitimate national inter
est in prohibiting such a party? 
And, indeed, this was one of the 

difficulties of the Gaza elections 
won by Hamas in 2006. 

On the one hand, one cou ld 
argue they were democratically 
elected, that this was the voice of 

"Ahmadinrjad aims 
to wipe lsrael off 

the map. Why 
should we not 

take such a threat 
seriously?" 

the people expressing itself in a 
legit imate fashion. On the other 
h and, Hamas is very much anti
democratic, with its methods of 
extra-legal justice and its pledge 
to destroy a democratic state. 

And yet, there is something 
contrary to the democratic spirit 
to suppress diss ident views . And 
democratic nations such as Israel 
have long allowed Marxist and 
other parties to run and elect 
and seat cand idates for national 
legislatures. 

wwwjvhri.org 

Anyway, as interesting as the 
philosophical issues are, Diner 
got me thinking about the impli
cations of her claims for a more 
practical, contemporary matter: 
Iran's nuclear ambitions, and 
whether the United States or 
Israel will likely make a preemp
tive stri ke to destroy or at least 
delay the development of Iran's 
nuclear weapon capabilities . 

A s someone opposed to the 
Iraq war from the outset, and 
given the difficult situations 
there and in Afghanistan at the 
moment, I would be rather hesi
tant to open up yet a third front 
in the Middle East. And even 
if it were successful, what sort 
of consequences might such a 
military strike bring? What ter
rorist reprisals might be sparked 
agai nst Israel or Jews outside of 
Israel or even within the United 
States? 

Then I read some more about 
the situation in Jeffrey Gold
berg's recent article in The 
Atlantic on the calculations 
and likelihood of an Israeli (or 
American) strike against Iran . 
And not having paid all that 
much attention to the issue pre-

umns, each checked by the scribe 
and then by two rabbis and then by 
a computer that scans it and spots 
errors, if any. At Emanu-El, just 
as he was about to sew the final 
stage onto the rollers, he noticed 
that an ale[, one of the letters he'd 
ju~t written, was just slightly "off." 
H e described an ale[ as a vav with 
two yods, one. above and one below. 
The upper yod was more of a blob 
than he felt appropriate. With the 
audience surrounding him, he 
scraped off the offending digit and 
replaced it with a better one. Now 
he was finished. 

When the last stitch connecting 
parchment to roller was completed, 
we broke out into a Sheheheyanu -
"Blessed are you, Lord, who has 
granted us life, sustained us and 
enabled us to reach this occasion." 
Nothing less seemed appropriate. 

Lea Eliash now has a suitable 
memorial; Shear now has com
pleted another Torah - and he 
has another almost done which 
he'll deliver to a congregation in 
H ong Kong next month. And we 
at Temple Emanu-EI have a new 
Torah; light enough to be lifted by 
13-year-olds and solid enough to 
contain the words of our people as 
they have been laboriously penned 
by earlier scribes, again, and again, 
and again. 

josh Stein is a professor of history at 
Roger Williams University. Contact 
him atjstein@rwu.edu. 

viously, I was struck by just how 
serious the situation is. Often we 
write off political rhetoric as just 
that, a lot of bluster. Yet Ahma
dinejad has asserted numerous 
times that he aims to w ipe Israel 
off the map. Why should we not 
take such a threat seriously from 
a member of a fundamentalist 
Islamic regime that is trying to 
produce nuclear weapons? Why 
would he not attack I srael? What 
in his intolerant relig ious and 
moral outlook would ward off 
such an act ion, even if it meant 
massive reprisals against his own 
people? 

So, we get back to Diner. Here 
we have an intolerant regime. 
I do not have an answer, but 
I cannot help echoing Diner's 
posing of the question: Would it 
not be a sin to tolerate such intol
erance, to stand idly by? 

Alan Krinsky works in health
care quality improvement and lives 
in Providence. Contact him at 
adkri nsky@netzero.net. His new 
essay, "8 R easom Leftists Should 
Be Pro-Israel," is 011 The Huffing
/on Post Web site. 
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Settlement freeze is ill conceived 

Israel is weakened 
strategically 

B Y DANNY DANON 

JERUSALEM UTA) - On 
Sunday, Sept. 26, we celebrated 
the end of the ill-advised building 
moratorium in the Israeli com
munities in Judea and Samaria (the 
West Bank). 

Ten months ago, Israel unilater
ally declared this unprecedented 
step as a supposed incentive to 
encourage the Palestinians to 
return to the negotiating table. We 
now find ourselves in an extremely 
weakened strategic position as we 
begin peace talks under threats 
from all sides that all will be lost 
unless we ext end and increase this 
freeze on people's lives. 

Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu has told me repeat
edly in private, as he has told the 
Israeli people, 

DANNY DANON 

at their most intense under the 
left-wing governments of Yitzhak 
Rabin, Shimon Peres and Ehud 
Barak. 

There was sound strategic 
thinking behind this policy: Why 

should we 

that all citi
zens of Israel 
will be allowed 
to build again 
beginning this 
week. This is 
the right policy 
for Israel; the 
Likud Party -
with a major
ity of Israeli 
citizens -will 
provide full 
backing to the 

"We are not ready · 
to enact il1-advised, 

unjust and dangerous 
po1icies that only 

declare at the 
outset that our 
historic and 
legal claims to 
these lands are 
less legitimate 
than those of 
the Palestin
ians? Why 
should we put 
our peoples' 
lives on hold 
while our Pal-

serve extreme · 
elements on all 

sides." 

prime minister on this important 
decision. 

The building moratorium policy 
was the wrong decision at the 
wrong time for Israel_. 

Leaving aside the extreme unjust 
implications on the lives of our 
citizens, the long-term strateg ic 
damage of the freeze is something 
that must be rectified immediately. 
Israel has never before declared a 
building freeze - even when nego
tiations with the Palestinians were 

estinian neigh
bors continued 

to build unabated, putting facts on 
the ground in this disputed terri
tory as they expand their existing 
cities - even building a brand-new 
metropolis with full financial and 
logistic support from the Ameri
cans and the Europeans? 

W e now enter these negotia
tions with an extremely dangerous 
fait accompli: that it is illegitimate 
to build anywhere in Judea and 
Samaria, and doing so somehow 

Errata: 
In Penney Stein's piece of Sept. 
17, "Growing vegetables in 
Rhode Island," the recipe's 1 
quart wine vinegar should be 
1 quart white vinegar. As Stein 
wrote, "It really does make a 
difference." 

The Hebrew Play Group 
begins on Oct. 4, not on Oct. 7 
(as the Sept. 17 issue reported). 

It will run weekly - every 
Monday, from 11:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m., at the JCCRI Art 
Gallery - beginning on Oct. 
4 and ending on Dec. 16. For 
more information or to RSVP, 
contact hebrewplayri@gmail. 
com or 617-871-9717. 

Mission of 
The Jewi,sh Voice & HeraM 

TIE MISSION of Ihe 
wish Voice & Herald 

to commu nicate 
Jewish news, ideas and ideals by 
connecting and g ivi ng voice to 
the diverse views of the Jewish 

communjty in Rhode Island and 
Southeastern M assachuse tts, 
while adhering to Jewish values 
and the professional standards of 
journalism. 

is more dangerous to the prospects 
for peace than the thousands of 
rockets aimed at Israeli popula
tion centers by the Hamas regime 
in Gaza. This is not the ideology 
of the Likud Party and its coali
tion partners, who triumphed in 
the 2009 elections. Rather, it's the 
viewpoint of extreme left-wing 
groups that have been discredited 
at the ballot box. 

From a pure humanitarian 
standpoint, the freeze has been 
highly unfair to the Israeli resi
dents of Judea and Samaria. It 
is important to remember that 
these Israeli ci tizens have broken 
no laws. On the contrary, a vast 
majority of them were encouraged 
by successive Israeli governments 
and all the leading political parties 
- Labor, Likud and Kadima - to 
settle in these historic areas. These 
"settlers" are the cream of the crop 
of the Israeli population, serving 
in our most elite army units and 
active in all parts of Israeli cul
tural, business and social life. 

Last November, the Israeli gov-

ernment decided- out of the blue 
- to essentially freeze their lives. 
Since then, young couples have 
been unable to build new homes 
for which they already had begun 
paying mortgages. Families have 
been prohibited from expand
ing their houses for their growing 
families. Our government has des
ignated the residents of Judea and 
Samaria as second-class citizens, 
enacting draconian rules that don't 
apply to anyone else in our country. 

Some Netanyahu supporters 
have claimed that the objective of 
the freeze was to call Palestinian 
Authority President Mahmoud 
Abbas' bluff and unmask his real 
intentions about hjs unwillingness 
to reach a negotiated settlement to 
this century-old conflict. This, too, 
is a dangerous strategy that has 
been tried before. Barak publicly 
made that argument with refer
ence to Yasser Arafat following 
the fa iled Camp D avid talks in the 
summer of 2000. 

We all know the results of that 
experiment: Almost a decade of 

Palestinian-instigated bloodshed 
that claimed the lives of more than 
1,000 innocent Israeli citizens. We 
cannot risk repeating this mistake. 

It is clear now that our govern
ment policy regarding a building 
moratorium in Judea and Samaria 
was mistaken from both a moral 
and strategic standpoint. 

The good news is that this mis
take can be rectified . If the prime 
minister and his Cabinet stay true 
to thei r word and end the freeze, 
then we will make clear to our own 
citizens, the Palesti nians and the 
world our true intentions and goals. 
W e all want peace and an end this 
conflict, but we are not ready to 
enact ill-advised, unjust and dan
gerous policies that only serve 
extreme elements on all sides while 
moving us further away from the 
peaceful and prosperous existence 
for which we so desperately strive. 

Danny Danon is the deputy 
speaker if Israel's Knesset and 
chairman if World L ikud. 

-----MORE LETTERS-----

SYLVIA STRAUSS, NEWLY 
arrived in Rhode Island 

from Florida, makes 
Tashlikh. at the 

Providence River. 

DANIEL STIEGLITZ 
can assert that Efrat is 
in Israel {'_'I live in Efrat, 

Israel," in the Aug. 20 issue), but 
U.S. State Department maps show 
Efrat over the Green Line in the 
West Bank, not in Israel. During 
World War II, we did not consider 
German-occupied France part 
of Germany. International law 
forbids a country from moving its 
civilians into occupied territory. 

The Israeli government disputes 
this view, calling the West Bank 
"disputed," not occupied, territory, 
but few non-Israeli or non-Zionist 
lawyers share this interpreta
tion. Last week, the Netherlands 

wwwjvhri.org 

Don't shut the door on a fellow Jew 

W EN I WAS grow
g up, my mother 
as very active in the 

local synagogue. The first woman 
president of her congregation, she 
was active in Hadassah and other 
organizations. 

This year was her first year in 
assisted living in Rhode Island -
she moved here from Florida. I 
had been trying to get her to go to 
one of the local synagogues, but 
she was shy and unwilling. She 
told me she would attend on Rosh 
Hashanah. She is more than 80 
years old and had never missed 
Rosh Hashanah services. 

She made arrangements at her 
assisted living facility to drive her 
to Rosh Hashanah services with 

. other residents. Someone told me 
she needed a "ticket." When I 
called the synagogue and inquired 

Just where is Efrat? 
cancelled a visit by Israeli mayors 
because the delegation included 
mayors from West Bank settle
ments, including Efrat, which the 
Netherlands, like most countries, 
views as illegal. 

Stieglitz's account provides a 
useful, but depressing, overview 
of the legalistic arguments used to 
justify settlements, while skating 
conveniently over unpleasant facts 
(such as Israel's practice of declar
ing West Bank land "state land" 
as a prelude to expropriating it). 
The best argument for Jews living 
in Efrat, as Stiegli tz notes, is that 
there were Jews living in the area 
before 1948. But this argument 

about getting a ticket, I was told 
that a ticket cost SlOO, and that 
it was too late. There was still six 
hours before Yorn Tov, but they 
insisted that nothing could be 
done. I was told my mother could 
call a certain number to listen to 
the prayers over the phone. 

Is this how we treat members of 
our own faith? Judaism is more 
than just a ticket to a show or a 
way to raise money. It is more 
than just my personal needs, but 
involves chesed (kindness) and 
helping others to do what is right. 

This year, let us think of others, 
visit the sick, give charity and vol
unteer our time and money. Let 
us never the shut the door on a 
fellow Jew, ever. 

A nschel E. Strauss 
Providence 

can also justify the return of mil
lions of Palestinians to Israel. 

The problem with the game of 
pretending the West Bank is Israel 
- a practice otherwise known as 
occupation - is that it will lead 
inexorably to a nondemocratic 
Jewish apartheid state. Perhaps 
Stieglitz might address in a future 
column how he could be part of a 
two-state solution and where, in 
his view, a Palestinian state should 
be located. 

Nina Tannenwald 
Providence 
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AsKWENDY 

Services for seniors and the Weekend of Jewish Renaissance 
BY W ENDY } OEH ING 

wjoering@jjri.org 

Dear Wendy, 

Ilive in California and my 
parents live in Rhode Island. 

They are in their 80s, living in 
their own home and having finan
cral difficulty. What are some of 
the services that are available to 
help them? 

Dear Susan, 

The Weekend of Jewish 
Renaissance is just around 

the corner. On the evening of 
Saturday, Oct. 23, the Bureau of 
Jewish Education of Rhode Island 
(BJE) will host the 10th annual 
Dr. James Yashar and Judge Mar
jorie Yashar Evening of Jewish 
Renaissance, with more than 

Dear Cindy, 

20 great educational sessions on 
Cindy H. topics ranging from medical ethics 

to wine tasting, and so much more! 

information for The Weekend of 
Jewish Renaissance in the Oct. 15 
issue of 7he Jewish Voice & H erald 
or online at www.bjeri .org. As 
always, all events are free. While 
pre-registration is not necessary, 
we encourage you to pre-register to 
ensure that you'll have a seat at the 
sessions, workshops or the concert. 

For questions about 7he Weekend 
of Jewish R enaissance, contact Jana 
Brenman at jbrenman@bjeri.org or 
331-0956, ext. 181. There are many services in 

the greater Rhode Island 
This evening is offered for adults. For questions 

area that are available to your par
ents. AgeWell R.I., a collaborative 
effort between the Jewish Seniors 
Agency,Jewish Fami ly Service and 
the Jewish Community Center of 
Rhode Island, offers many great 
services, from the Chaver pro
gram, which provides friendly 
visitors to seniors, to the Louis and 
Goldie Chester Full P late, Kosher 
Food Pantry that helps fill kitchen 
cabi nets with healthy, delicious 
foods. 

This year, The Weekend of about the 
Jewish Renaissance is expand-
ing to Sunday, Oct. 24, with new Wendy 
additions. On Sunday morning Jl j oering at 
and afternoon, several educa- ~ 
tional workshops will be offered 
for adults, and a few will welcome 
both parents and their children. 
Topics range from nutrition and 
financial literacy for kids to chal
lah baking - and that's only the 
short list. 

And, to close out the weekend, 

wjoering@ 

jfri.org or 
421-4111, 

Shira Klein, a/k/a ShiraLaLa, a ext. 169. 
New York-based performer and For AgeWell R.I. is your one-stop 

resource. Contact AgeWell R.I. at 
223-2335, toll-free at 1-866-524-
3935, or on the Web at: Agewellri . 

Jewish educator, will perform a reservations 
children's concert. She's return- far 
ing to Rhode Island by popular ShiraLaLa 

org. demand. concert, 

Dear Wendy, Throughout the weekend, you' ll contact 

A re there any new and fun 
.L\.ramily activities coming up 
soon for members of the Jewish 

have the opportunity to shop for Nicole 
Judaica, jewelry and other prod
ucts made or sold by local artists 

community? and vendors. The shuk will be open bjeri.org or 
Susan L. on Saturday evening and through- 331..0956, 

out Sunday. ext. 180. 
Please look for registration 

JFRI names interim director of 
financial resource development 

PROVIDENCE - Ellen Chernack has been named the 
interim director of financial resou rce development (FRO) 
for the Jewish Federation of Rhode Island OFRI), while a 
pen:nanent successor to Bradley Laye, who recently left for 

, a position with the Dallas federation, is found. 
In the FRO position, Chernack will work with JFRI 

lay leadership and professional staff to ensure a successful 
2011 Annual Community Campaign. 

From Richmond, Va., Chernack was the executive 
director of the Jewish Federation of Richmond for seven 
years, and its chief philanthropy officer before that. In 
addition to many years of Federation experience, Cher
nack mentors and coaches women, and specializes in 
working to advance women into highly visible profes
sional positions. 

Contact Ellen Chernack at 421-4111 or echernack@]FRI. 
org. 

Thanksgiving baskets are needed 
Donate a few grocery 
items - it's a miczvah 

PROVIDENCE - AgeWell RI , 
a collaboration of Jewish Seniors 
Agency, the Jewish Community 
Center of Rhode Island and Jewish 
Family Service, is sponsoring a 
canned food drive for the Thanks
giving and Hanukkah holidays. 
W e ask for your support to help 
make the holidays special for those 
in need. 

The food drive seeks these 
canned and packaged goods: Pota
toes, sweet potatoes, peas, corn, 
stuffing mix, cranberry sauce, 
pickles and olives. G ift cards to 
supermarkets are also welcome. 

The Louis and Goldie Chester 
Full Plate, Kosher Food Pantry, a 
program of AgeWell RI, will coor
dinate the efforts for the holiday 
food baskets. 

For a list of locations to drop 
off donations, visit www.jsari. 
org. Gift cards may be sent to the 

attention of Susan Adler, Jewish 
Seniors Agency 100 Niantic Ave., 
Providence, RI 02907. We would 
like all donations by Nov. 12. 

If you need additional information 
or a holiday basket, contact Susan 
Adler at 621-5374. 

Funding far the L ouis and Goldie 
Chester Full Plate, Kosher Food 
Pantry is provided by the }FRI, 
the Chester Family and private 
donations. 

wwwjvhri.org 

Saturday, Oct. 23 
Yashar Evening of 

Jewish Renaissance 

An evening of Jewish 
learning and culture and a 
shukwith local artists and 
vendors. 

Jewish Community Center of 
Rhode Island (JCCRI) 

401 Elmgrove Ave., Provi
dence 

Doors open at 6:30 p.m. 

More info: www.bjeri.org 

Sunday, Oct. 24 
Weekend of Jewish 

Renaissance 

Workshops and 
learning sessions 

9:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. 

Children's concert with 
Shirlala. 

JCCRI 

401 Elmgrove Ave., Provi
dence 

4:00 p.m. 

More info: www.bjeri.org 

Carol Schneider 
Member of the 

#1 Gammons Team 
Realtor since 1983 

• Multi-million dollar producer 

• Serving a ll of Rhode Island 

~ Prudential 
~ l 

Exceeding 
your expeclatfo11s 

401-374-3774 
- Gammons Rea ty 

($ E-mail: carolsl 949@gmail.com 
C 2005, An independently owned and operated member of Prudential Real Esta le Affiliates, Inc. 

Prudentialrsaservicema,kofThePrudentiallnsuranceCompanyofAmerica,EqualHous1ngOpportunity 

save the date 

kid uff 
LE 

Sunday, November 7 
Monday, November 8 

9am - 4pm 

got kids uff to donate? 
The JCCRI is now accepting donations for our annual J 
Kidstuff Sale. We are looking for gently used children's 
items, such as toys, books, games, furniture and more. 

"You can donate items by bringing them to the JCC at 
401 Elmgrove Avenue during October." 

Call 401.861.8800 for more info! 

* 401 elmgrove ave. 
J~~ providence, r, 02906 
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The Chabad 
Sukkah 
Mobile 

MENDEL LAUFER, RABBI 
YOSSI LAUFER and Ron 
Stuart are in Providence's 
downtown on Monday, 
Sept. 27, where they shared 
Sukkot blessings with many 
pedestrians. Stuart's pickup 
truck served as the Sukkah 
Mobile. 

COMMUNITY 
The David Project presents 

a multi-media program 
'How to talk 

about Israel ' event 
cosponsored by 

Hadassah, CRC 

B, M 1Rn C ooPEH 

mcooper@jFRiorg 

values to empower them to under
stand and articulate the complexi
ties of the Arab-Israel conflict. 

D o you know: 
• Just as many Jewish refugees 
were forced to leave Arab coun
tries as Palestinians who left 
Israel, often willingly, in 1948. 
• Approximately 50 percent of 
Israel's population consists of Jews 
or their descendents from Arab 
countries who left those countries 
due to harsh conditions against 
Jews. 
• Approximately 20 percent of 
Israeli citizens are Arabs - those 
who stayed in 1948 rather than 
listen to the Arab leaders who 
encouraged them to leave. 

Maccabi Games and Artsfest teams celebrate Sukkot 

THE RHODE Island 
H adassah and the 
Israel Task Force of the 
Community Relations 

Council of the Jewish Federation 
of Rhode Island is co-sponsoring, 
with The D avid Project, a multi
media program on Sunday, O ct. 
17 from 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. at the 
Jewish Community Center of 
Rhode Island, 401 Elmgrove Ave. 
in Providence. 

• Arab Israelis have more rights in 
Israel than they do in many Arab 
countries. 

Bv BRIAN SULLI VAN 

bsullivan@]FRiorg 

Next year in Israel 

PROVIDENCE - On Sunday, 
Sept. 26, the Jewish Community 
Center of Rhode Island QCCRI) 
hosted M accabi, Lunch Under the 
Sukkah. Th issukkah in theJCCRI's 
courtyard was where local athletes 
and artists who participated in the 
2010 Maccabi Games and Artsfest 
celebrated. 

Participants were on hand to dis
cuss their experience at this year's 
games in Baltimore and share their 

excitement about next year's venue 
- Israel. "lt will be the first time 
that the JCCRI is sending its del
egation to compete overseas," said 
Samantha Lewis, JCCRI's sports 
programming director. "We're so 
excited. "W e hope to assemble a 
team of 10 participants to compete 
in Israel." 

The JCC Maccabi Games & 
Artsfest in Israel is for Jewish ath
letes and artists between the ages 
of 14-17; the two-week trip will 
include one week of competition 
and one week touring Israel. The 
sports competitions will include 
basketball, soccer, swimming and 

tennis, among other sports. Art 
specialties will include acting/ 
improv, culinary arts, yisua1 arts, 
photography and more. 

H ow do 
you speak 
about Israel? 
Understanding 
that - and that 
Israel has the 
right to exist as 
a Jewish state 

The 
David 
Project 

- are topics Ed · I' . fi f / 
that The D avid ~ 11catrng 01ces or srae 

Marty Cooper 
is the Commu
nity R elations 
Council direc
tor. 

7here w ill 
be no charge or 
solicitation for 
this event. 
Although 

For information on participat
ing in the 2011 M accabi Games and 
A rtsfest, contact Samantha Lewis at 
861-8800, ext. 117 or slewis@jcrri. 
org; or Shannon Boucher, director of 
children's programs, al 861- 8800, 
ext. 147 or sboucher@jccri.org. 

7he JCCRI is a partner agency of 
the]FRI. 

Brian Sullivan is a marketing 
associate for ]FRI. 

Project will 
address. A nonprofit organization 
based in Boston, it will present 
event attendees with historical 
facts, analytical skills and key · 

no RSVP is 
required, it is appreciated. Contact 
Hadassah to RSVP or for more 
information at 463-3636. 

October 9th -
October 18th 

1112 Jefferson Blvd. 
Warwick, RI 02886 

(401) 738-2450 
www.BestTile.com 

TM 

~-~ . 
-~-~-· --------------------------------------~-~-

wwwjvhri.org 
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Meet Yisca Shalev - Rl's new sh 'lihah :················································ 

From the West Bank 
to the East Side 

BY BnIAN SULLIVAN 

bsullivan@JFRI.org 

PROVIDENCE - Yisca Shalev 
is happy to be in Rhode Island. 
Having just finished one year of ser
vice as a sh'lihah - or emissary - in 
New Jersey, Shalev, from the small 
community ofKedumim in the hills 
oflsrael's W est Bank, looks forward 
to her year in Rhode Island. "This 
state is beautiful," said Shalev. 

Shalev recalled an 
experience where an 
Israeli mother, living 
in N ew Jersey, was 
having a difficult 
time teaching her 
7-year-old daughter 
the importance of 
embracing her Jewish 
identity. "She didn't 
want to learn the lan
guage," said Shalev. 
But after teaching in 
the girl's classroom, 
Shalev was able to '------------==----,0-,;-,n-,-.,-u,-1,n 
engage the g irl's inter- YISCA SHALEV in her office at the BJERI 
est in the H ebrew ested public and private schools. 

Shalev's time here will also be • 
spent visiting seniors at the adult • 
day care at Jewish Eldercare of 
Rl, working with students at U RJ • 
Hillel and other student groups, • 

HOW TO CONNECT 
ALL THE DOTS OF 

EVERYDAY LIFE FOR 
PEOPLE OVER 65. 

We help people 65+ maintain 
their independence. We 

combine senior assistance and 
everyday concierge consulting. 

Call 401.331.2849 
or visit Jennaline.com. 

·-1,.. 
JennaL1ne·· 

Shalev, who arrived in Rhode 
Island on Sept. 12, is here to teach 
others about Israel. The emissary 
program, run by the Jewish Agency 
for Israel, is designed to give Jews a 
personal sense oflsrael, its culture, 
geography, and history. "I was sur
prised that so many people want 
to learn about Israel. Growing up 
there, I didn't realize that people 
outside Israel felt so much passion 
for it," said Shalev. 

language and all things Israeli. 
"She wanted to learn everything 
she could from me," said Shalev. 
"Having a breakthrough like that 
was definitely the highlight of my 
experience so far!" 

Now living on the East Side of 
Providence, Shalev is enjoying the 
local feel of the neighborhood and 
all it has to offer. "I have a feel
ing this is a very warm commu
nity. Everyone here is so nice," said 
Shalev. "I walk down the street or 
into a store and people smile and say 
hello." 

and working at kosher meal sites at • YOUR ANSW ER TO ALL LIFE'S LITTLE SITUATI O N S . 

theJCCRI and Torat Yisrael. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Before joining the emissary 
program, Shalev graduated from 
Ma'aleh School of Television, Film 
& the Arts in Jerusalem in 2009 
with a degree in directing and 
production. Shalev knew from a 
young age that she would serve as 
a sh'lihah. Her family played host 
to students and teens when she was 
growing up in Israel. "If not now, 
when?" said Shalev, regarding her 
decision to sign up for two years as 
an emissary. 

LIFE AS AN EMISSARY 

Speaking about her most memo
rable emissary moment thus far, 

Shalev's emissary work in the 
coming year will include spending 
time at Jewish schools, including 
Jewish Community Day School, 
South County Hebrew School, 
Temple Habonim, C ongregation 
Agudas Achim, Temple Sinai and 
others. Shalev will also be working 
with youth groups, facilitating com
munity-wide activities for adults 
and will be available for one-time 
presentations about Israel to inter-

EAST SIDE 
PHARMACY 

When asked what she plans to 
do when her time as an emissary is 
over, "1 may go back to school for 
education or medicine," said Shalev, 
"but all I know is that right now I'm 
here for this community, and I'm 
happy to do whatever I can while 
I'm here." 

Yisca Shalev's emissary experience 
is made possible by funding from the 
Jewish Federation of Rhode Island's 
Annual Community Campaign. 

For more information about the 
emissary program, please contact Larry 
Katz, at 331-0956, ext. 179 or lkat-:r,@ 
bjeri.org. 

Brian Sullivan is a marketing asso
ciate at ]FRI. 

East Side Prescription Center Offers You a Variety of 
Services Beyond Those of the Typical Chain Pharmacy 

• The First Robotic Dipensing System 
In RI Assuring Unsurpassed Accuracy 

• Free Delivery to Senior Assisted 
Facilities with Monthly 
Billing Arrangements 

• One of the Most Eclectic Wine 
Selections on the East Side 

• Convenient Groceries 
• Fax Service 
• RI Lottery Agent 

Rx Blister & Multi Med Packing For Drug Therapy Monitoring 
ACCEPTING MOST INSURANCE PLANS INCLUDING: 

rJl _ • ALL BLUE CROSS OF RI rJl _ 
-L /C • UNITED HEALTH CARE -L }C 

• ALL MEDICARE PLAN D 

wwwjvhri.org 

RI Reform Community 
Introduction to Judaism Class 

October 28 • March 10 
Thursday Evenings 7-9 pm 

The class presents a mix of study, discussion and practical experiences 
designed for all interested in exploring Judaism for themselves-Interfaith 
couples, non-jews considering conversion, and Jews looking for adult-level 
basics are all welcome. Partners in interfaith relationships are encouraged 
to enroll together. Topics include Jewish holidays and life cycle events, 
theology and prayer, Israel, history and Hebrew. The class runs for 15 
weeks and will be held at Temple Beth-El. 

Tne Faculty will include: Rabbi's Gutterman, Klem, Mack and Stem and 
Cantors Brown and Seplowin. 

$160 One Person 
$225 Couple 

(fee includes all books and a catered class Shabbat dinner in March) 

For more information: 

EMAIL: Religiousschool@temple-beth-el.org 
WEBSITE: www.temple-beth-el.org 
PHONE: 401-331-6070 

'we are a warm, welcoming congregation' 
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Sunday 
Oct.3 
Welcome Baby Brunch 

Enjoy brunch while bonding 
with your baby and meet
ing other families. Includes 
an introduction to infant sign 
language. For families with 
children 1 year or younger 

Temple Sinai, 25 Canton St., 
Sharon, MA 

10 - 11 :30 a.m. 

$10 per family 

More info: www.jccgb.org/ 
south, south@jccgb.org or 781 -
795-0510. 

Lecture on Rosenberg Trial 
Gary Hylander, of Stone hill 
College, discusses the trial of 
Julius and Ethel Rosenberg, 
who were executed in 1953 
for conspiracy to pass nuclear 
secrets to the Soviet Union. 

EPOCH Assisted Living on the 
East Side, One Butler Ave., 
Providence 

2 p.m. 

More info: 275-0682 

Monday 
Oct.4 
The Miriam Hospital Women's 
Association Board Meeting 

Hurvitz Board Room 1 & 2, Baxt 
Building, 164 Summit Ave., 
Providence 

10 a.m. - Board Meeting; 11 
a.m. - Open Meeting 

More info: 793-2520 

Hebrew Play 
Enjoy Hebrew immersion 
experiences with songs, stories 
and movement games. These 
free weekly sessions are for 
children, birth to three years, 
and their parents. 

Jewish Community Center of 
Rhode Island (JCCRI) Art Gal
lery 

130 Sessions St., Providence 

11 :30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

Each Monday through Dec. 16. 

More info or RSVP: hebrew
playri@gmail.com or 617-871-
9717 

Tuesday 
Oct.5 
East Greenwich Lunch & 
Learn 

Topic: "Joining the Jews: Juda
ism and Conversion." Par
ticipants order from the menu 
and Rabbi Amy Levin leads the 
discussion. 

T's Restaurant, 5600 Post Road, 
East Greenwich 

Noon - 1 :30 p.m. 

More info: 785-1800 

"The Case for Israel" at JCCRI 
Documentary film with Harvard 
Law School Professor Alan 
Dershowitz presents a vigorous 
case for Israel. 

JCCRI, 401 Elmgrove Ave., 
Providence 

7 p.m. 

More info: avip@standwithus. 
com 

Wednesday 
Oct. 6 
Senior Cafe 

Attorney Joseph Proietta, of 
RI Legal Services, and Melody 
Rodrigues, of the Department of 
Elderly Affa irs, hold an informa
tional seminar. 

JCCRI, 401 Elmgrove Ave., 
Providence 

Noon - Lunch; 12:45 p.m. -
Program 

$3 lunch donation for 60+ and 
under 60 disabled 

More info: Neal Drobnis or 
Lucy Flam at 861 -8800 ext. 107 

The Senior Cafe is held every 
Monday and Wednesday at the 
JCCRI. 

Thursday 
Oct.7 
PJ Library at The Bakery 
Boutique 

Cupcake decorating, special 
crafts and story time. 

The Bakery Boutique, 55 Doug
las Pike, Smithfield 

10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

More info: Nicole Katzman at 
331 -0956, ext. 180 or nkatzman@ 
bjeri.org 

Temple To rat Visrael's 
Cranston/Warwick Lunch & 
Learn 

See Oct. 5 entry for more informa
tion. 

Cozy Grill Restaurant, 440 War
wick Ave., Warwick 

Noon - 1 :30 p.m. 

More info: 785-1800 

Warwick/Cranston West Bay 
Kosher Lunch & Learn 

Discussion, led by Cantor Rick 
Perlman, focuses on weekly 
Torah portion, followed by a 
kosher deli lunch. 

Temple Am David, 40 Gardiner 
St., Warwick 

Noon - 1 p.m. 

$10 per session or $52 for 7 ses
sion series 

More info: 463-7944 or cantor
rick@cox.net 

The Mothers Circle 
The Mothers Circle is a free 
educational and welcoming 
program empowering mothers 
of other faiths to create Jewish 
homes. 

More info: Kit Haspel at331-
0956 ext. 184 or khaspel@bjeri. 
org 

Hug N'hamah: Circle of Con
solation 

Dr. Judith Lubiner, a licensed 
psychologist, and Rabbi Amy 
Levin fa cilitate a bereavement 
discussion group. 

Temple Torat Yisrael, 330 Park 
Ave., Cranston 

7:30 p.m. 

More info: 785-1800 

Saturday 
Oct. 9 
7th Annual Noah's Parade of 
Animals 

Bring your favorite stuffed 
animals to services as we sing 
about and read the story of 
Noah. 

Temple Torat Yisrael, 330 Park 
Ave., Cranston 

9:15 a.m. - 12:15 p.m 

More info: 785-1800 

Monday 
Oct.11 
Opening Reception of Hillel 
Gallery Project Show 

Works by Brown and RISO 
students, "Ritual Objects: The 
Radical and the Practical in Art 
& Design." Daniel Belasco, an 
associate curator at the Jewish 
Museum, will speak. 

The Glenn and Darcy Weiner 
Center, Brown RISO Hillel, 80 
Brown St., Providence 

4 - 7 p.m., with remarks by 
Daniel Belasco at 6 p.m. 

More info: Marshall Einhorn at 
863-9354 or marshall_einhorn@ 
brown.edu 

Tuesday 
Oct.12 
Book Club at EPOCH 

The Devil in the White City: 
Murder, Magic and Madness at 
the Fair That Changed America 
by Erik Larson. Book club par
ticipation is free and open to 
the public. 

EPOCH Assisted Living on the 
East Side, One Butler Ave., 
Providence 

3 p.m. 

More info: Karen Ferranti at 
275-0682. 

Religious Values & Political 

wwwjvhri.org 

CALENDAR 
Decisions 

Sponsored by Temple Beth-El, 
Centra l Congregational Church 
and St. Martin's Church, the fo
rum includes M. Charles Bakst 
(retired political columnist for 
The Providence Journan Scott 
MacKay, (political analyst for 
WRNI), Colleen Murphy (a 
professor at Roger Williams 
Law School) and the Rever
end Bernard Healey (with the 
Catholic Diocese). 

Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard 
Ave., Providence 

7 p.m. 

Free, open to the community 

More info: 331-6070 

Wednesday 
Oct.13 
Senior Cafe 

Flu clinic sponsored by VNA of 
RI; stories and discussion on 
Jewish life with Ethan Adler. 

Temple Torat Yisrael, 330 Park 
Ave., Cranston 

11 :15 a.m. - Program; Noon -
Lunch 

$3 lunch donation for 60+ and 
under 60 disabled 

More info: Neal or Steve at 
781 -1771 

Senior Cafe is held every 
weekday at Temple Torat 
Yisrael. 

Thursday 
Oct.14 
JERI Satellite Office Hours 

Topic: "Ask the Adlers." Susan 
Adler, the JERI director, and 
Ethan Adler, JERI assistant di
rector, will counsel seniors and 
their famil ies. Ethan is available 
for pastoral counseling. 

Temple Shalom, 223 Valley 
Road, Middletown 

10:30 a.m. - Noon 

More info: Susan Adler at 621 -
5374 or sadler-jeri@jsari.org 

Sunday 
Oct.17 
Especially for Dads 

4-week series for new fa
thers and their babies. Bond 
with your baby, navigate new 
dynamics as a family and meet 
other new dads. 

Temple Beth David, 1060 Ran
dolph St., Canton, MA 
9:30 - 10:30 a.m. through Nov. 7 

$60 

More info: jccgb.org/south, 
south@jccgb.org, or 781 -795-
0510. 

David Project Workshop: · 
"How We Speak About Israel" 

The David Project presents 
a multi-media program to 
teach historical facts, analyti
cal skills and key values that 
will empower participants to 
understand and articulate the 
complexities of the Arab-Israel 
conflict. 

JCCRI, 401 Elmgrove Ave., 
Providence 

6:30- 8:30 p.m. 

More info: Ronnie Sirota at 
ronniesirota@hotmail.com or 
the Hadassah office at 463-3636 

Monday 
Oct. 18 
New England-Israel Business 
Council Life Sciences Summit 

Two-day event features more 
than 25 speakers, including 
2004 Nobel Prize winner Dr. 
Aaron Ciechanover. 

Brandeis University, Waltham, 
MA and Newton Marriott, 
Newton, MA 

8 a.m. - 10 p.m. Monday and 
7:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 
19 

More info: www.neibc. 
org/2010summit, summit@ 
neibc.org or the New England
Israel Business Council at (617) 
610-0077. 

JERI Satellite Office Hours 
Topic: "Ask the Adlers." See 
Thursday, Oct. 14 for more 
information. 

Brightview Commons, 57 
Grandeville Court, Wakefield 

1 -2:30 p.m. 

More info: Susan Adler at 621-
5374 or sadler-jeri@jsari.org 

JFRI Community Campaign 
Event 

Discussion and book signing 
with Gregory Levey, author 
of How to Mi,1ke Peace in the 
Middle East in Six Months or 
Less Without Leaving Your 
Apartment. 

Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard 
Ave., Providence 

7:30-9 p.m. 

$36+ minimum commitment to 
the 2011 annual campaign 

More info: Michele Gallagher 
at 421-411 1, ext 165 or www. 
jfri.org. 

Calendar Submissions 
Please note: Our next issue of 

The Voice & Herald will be pub
lished on Oct. 15. Please send cal
endar items for that issue by Oct. 
4. 

Calendar items for the Nov. 12 
issue are due Oct. 18. 

Send all calendar items to 
nkirsch@JFRl.org with the sub
ject line of"CALENDAR." 
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Trip to Israel can be 
transf ormative The best seven weeks of my life 

Israel study/travel 
grant application 

deadline approaches 

Bv LAWRENCE KATZ 

lkatz@bjeri.org 

PROVIDENCE - "The most 
awesome experience ever!" "I 
never anticipated how much fun 
I'd have!" "This trip has changed 
my whole life!" Teens and young 
adults who travel to Israel with 
their peers on any of a ·number 
of combined travel/study trips to 
Israel frequently utter these posi
tive remarks. 

Travel and study in Israel is not 
only fun, it is an essential part of 
a vibrant and fulfilling Jewish life 
and a strong Jewish identity. Rec
ognizing the value of an Israel 
experience, the Jewish Federation 
of Rhode Island QFRI) and the 
Bureau of Jewish Education of 
RI (BJE), through the generosity 
of their donors, provides subsi
dies and scholarships to teens and 
young adults for Israel 
study/travel. 

Israel Desk administers Israel 
grants and scholarships. Several 
program are eligible for funding, 
including such high school aca
demic programs as USY High, 
Camp Ramah's TRY program and 
the Alexander Muss High School 
in Israel (read more about one 
local student's experience at Muss, 
below). College students may apply 
for alternative winter or spring 
break programs. A number of 
organizations also sponsor volun
teer programs, where both young 
and not-so-young adults might 
work in a hospital, on an army 
base, with children in distress, on 
an archaeological dig or in an agri
cultural setting. Since the options 
are nearly limitless, the Israel Desk 
is available to assist with ideas and 
contacts. 

This year, O ct. 15 is the dead
line to apply this year for financial 
assistance for students who plan to 
be in Israel in the winter or spring. 
March 15, 2011 is the deadline for 
those who plan to spend the 2011 
summer or fall or 2011-12 aca
demic or gap year in Israel. 

Residents of greater Rhode Island 
are invited to download an applica
tion by following the "Israel Trips 
link under the "Our Programs menu 
at www.bjeri.org. For more infar
mation1 contact me at /katz@hjen·. 

orgor421-5999, ext. 179. 

Lawrence Katz is the BJE asso
ciate executive director. 

1he BJE is a partner agency of 
]FRI. 

Alexander Muss 
offers Israel 

immersion program 

Bv MICHELLE GouGER 

Special to 1he Voice & H erald 

!TRULY CAN'T express 
in words how much Alex
ander Muss High School 
("Muss") in Israel changed 

my life. It was my second trip 
to Israel, but my first experi
ence being there for an extended 
period of time. 

This program is like no other 
in the world. Unlike many other 
Israel programs, Muss is not about 
exhausting yourself trying to see 
the entire country in the course 
of a few short weeks. Instead, it's 
about really living in Israel and 
experiencing the entirety of what 
it has to offer. It's about learn
ing the history oflsrael from the 
biblical period to the modern day 
and then experiencing the history 
for yourself. It's about spend
ing time with Israeli friends and 
family. It's about walking down 
the street and knowing that you 
have a deep connection with the 
stranger walking the opposite 
way because you are in the Jewish 
homeland. It's about opening up 
to the land and bringing it so 

prepares each of his 

"home cooked" meals with 

the same special touch as 

he does for his family 

and friends. His 

special menus of 

BRAIN HEALTHY FOODS 

ASSISTED LIVING 

Dedicated Exclusively to Alzheimer's Care 

425 Albion Road, Lincoln, RI 02865 
Conveniently located off Rt. 116 behind Lincoln Mall 

www.AlbionSpecicdCare.com 

Please contact Arlene Nihill at 401-333-4600 for a tour and 
sampling of our special foods 

wwwjv_hri.org 

MICHELLE GOUGER, right, at the Rosh Hanikra grottos 
in the north of Israel 

close to your heart that you and 
your friends can't help but cry at 
the beauty of what you are wit
nessing right before your eyes. 
Jt's about coming back to the 
United States and realizing you 
have just left your home and your 
family. It's about longing with 
all your heart to be back in the 
most amazing place in the world. 

This past summer was by far the 
best seven weeks of my life, and 
my experiences at Muss have 
changed me forever. Now I look 
forward to returning in the very 
near future! 

M ichelle Goliger is a senior at 
Classical High School in Provi
dence. 

For Providence Country Day School students, 
challenging oneself in the classroom, on the athletic 

fields, in the art studio, on the stage and in the 
community is all in a day's work. PCD's college prep 

scholars are also league champion athletes, award win
ning artists. actors and singers. They are leaders in their 

school and in their communities and each one helps 
make our school a more vibrant place to learn and grow. 

college prep I arts I ath/eUcs I grades 6-12 I co-ed 

660 Waterman Ave • E. Providence, RI 02914 
401 .438.5170 I www.providencecountryday.org 

OPEN HOUSE - SATURDAY, OCTOBER 30 
10:00 am - 12:00 pm 
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named inaugural professor. 

"He guided our family from 
hope to inevitable loss," said 
Andrew Sigal. "When medicine 
failed, the doctor did not. This 
professorship informs future 
generations of doctors in the art 
and practice of compassionate 
care. W e are g rateful [that] our 
parents' legacy is in his loving 
and inspired hands." 

At the event, Schiffman, med
ical director of Lifespan's Com
prehensive Cancer Care Center, 
and associate physician-in-chief 
at The M-iriam H ospital, recalled 
his fina l house call to Sigal's 
home in Narragansett. 

"He was supposed to be on 
his deathbed, and there he was, 
my Jewish patient serenading 
his Jewish doctor with 'Danny 
Boy.' It was a luminous moment 
of enlightenment. I'm glad I was 
there. You have to be there." 

TIES TO THE MIRIAAI 

The Sigal family has had long-

SIGAL family legacy endures with gift to The Miriam 
standing philanthropic ties to Schiffman," said Dr. Edward Humanize Thyself," quoted Dr. 
The Miriam Hospital, and Phy!- J. Wing, dean of medicine and Gold as he welcomed incoming 
!is was a lifelong member of its biological sciences at the Warren medical students at Columbia 
women's association. A lpert Medical School. University: "Be the kind of phy-

"Humanistic medicine is about Schiffman, who joked that sician you would warit to have if 
genu ine human connection," he hadn't had this much adula- you were sick." 
said Arthur Sampson, execu- tion since he celebrated his bar The Gold Foundation grew 
tive director of the hospital, at mitzvah, described the model out of his concern that "medical 
the dedication . "It is about actu- of hu manistic medicine as "high students were becoming enam-

ally seeing and -------------------------- ored of tech-
hearing our "H [l · S l] d nology and 
patients, and e rving iga . was suppose to were losi ng 

treating them be on his death bed and there he the impor-
with respect tant aspects of 

and empathy was, a Jewish patient serenading his human rela-
and sensitiv- tionships with 
ity. · This gift Jewish doctor with 'Danny Boy."' patients." 
from the Sigal The Siga l 
fami ly will Dr. Fred Schiffman program wi ll 
carve out pre- -------------------------- combine tra-
cious time 
for Fred to teach and nurture 
younger colleagues." 

"Humanistic med icine is at 
the core of the school's approach 
to training tomorrow's doctors. 
No one embodies dedication to 
this kind of care more than Dr. 

tech and high touch." 
The Arnold P. Gold Founda

tion cou ld be described as the 
gold standard of the humanist ic 
medicine movement. 

A Sept. 17 article in 1he 
Wall Street j ournal, "Physician, 

ditional and 

Paula knows a guy. • • 

innovative educational tech
niques, including bedside 
teaching rounds, grief rounds, 
home-visit programs, sympo
sia and visiting scholars and 
experts in the fi eld , spirituality, 
end-of-life care, personal coping 
skills, research presentations and 
prizes, student and physician 
honors and programs in the arts. 

Dr. Irwin Braverman of Yale 
University will be one of the first 
to participate. H e will speak on 
the course he developed, using 
paintings in the Yale Center for 
British Art, to teach his stu
dents the skills of close observa-

Rhode Islanders are famous for saying "I KNOW A GUY." 

A similar program at Brown 
and The Miriam Hospital, called 
"Cops and Docs," pairs mem
bers of the Providence Police 
D epartment and Brown medical 
students, in a day of observation 
at the RISD Museum. 

"Our parents were spirited and 
dynamic people," Susan Bazar 
said in an earlier interview. 
"They loved music and painting. 
W e hope the humanistic medi
cine prog ram will pass on Dr. 
Schiffman's work and approach 
to medicine, and The Miriam 
H ospital's culture of caring, to 
futu re generations of doctors, 
nur,:es and medical profession" 
als. 

Schiffman advises students 
in this "iPhone , iPad world 
not to become an ' iDoctor' 
for 'iPatients.' Put down your 
cell phones; take your eyes off 
the computer and talk to your 
patients and their familie s. Find 
out what they value in life." _ 

For Irving and Phyllis Sigal, 
this meant family, fri ends, 
community, practicing Jewish 
values, and for Irving, a success
fu l entrepreneur, si nging "My 
Way" - and a good day on the 
golf cou rse at Ledgemont Coun
try Club. 

Mary Korr is a freelance writer. 
Contact her at mkorr@verizon. 

Paula Miller, who discovered advertising with The Voice & 
Herald, earned herself a $25 gift card to 
Casserta's Pizza, when she referred a new 

tion and pattern recognition as a . net. 
means of sharpening their diag-

advertising customer to us. 

Call our ad rep, Tricia Stearly (she's REALLY 
nice), at 421-4111, ext. 160 or e-mail 
tstearly@jfri.org to get in on the deal. You 
find us a business person who would love 
business from our community, and if he or 
she advertises with us, you get the prize! 

Read the fine print, below, for more details! 

, REFER SOMEONE - your favorite doctor, dentist, 

realtor, accountant, restaurant owner, florist, liquor store 

owner, etc. to Tricia Stearly, our advertising sales representative, at 421-4111, ext. 160 or 

tstearly@JFRI.org. 
, IF THAT PERSON HASN'T ADVERTISED WITH THE VOICE & HERALD 
in the past 12 months and signs an advertising contract with us, we' ll send you the $25 gift 

card from one of our local advertisers. 

, WE'LL SEND YOU che $25 gift card after the ad runs. 

, IT'S A WIN-WIN FOR EVERYONE - you get a gift card to use or give away, your 

referral gees great adv~rtising exposure and we've put money in the hands of another local 

business! 

• DON'T DELAY - chis program may be time-limited! 

wwwjyhri.org 

nostic ability. 

www.BonnieSellsHouses.com 

i1 

#1 Coldwell Banker 
Residential Brokerage Agent 

in RI - 2009 

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE 

Bonnie Kaplan 
401-374-4488 

Marysia's Custom Tailoring, Inc. 

MARIA SOARES 
Tel. (401) 331-7350 

Dry Cleaning 

832 Hope Street 
Providence, R.1102906 
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ABOVE RIGHT, Lori Zasloff, left , Zac Zasloff, Frank Zasloff, Etta 
Zasloff, Julie Z. Lindst rom, Evan Lindstrom and Emily Lindst rom -

three generations of Zas loffs - make a champagne toast . 

RIGHT, MEMBERS OF t he "Strong Like Bull " t eam at t he leuke
mia w alk-a-thon in North Carolina last w eekend pose for a pic
tu re. Frank's daughter, Julie Z. Lindstrom and her t wo children, 

Evan and Emily, w ere among t he w alkers . 

STRONG like bull is Zasloff's byword 
From Page 1 

said Frank. "W e talked about the 
options - more chemo, more radia
tion or enrolling in a clinical trial -
and we had dinner at Julie's house, 
where we talked about the pros and 
cons. When l told them my deci
sion - that I only want supportive 
care and didn't want to be poked 
and prodded in a hospital - I hoped 
they would support it." And support 
it they did, said Frank. 

Last weekend, Julie and her chil
dren, Evan, age 8, and Emily, 5, 
participated in a leukemia walk-a
thon in North Carolina (where one 
of Frank's nieces, Chelsea, has orga
nized a "Strong Like Bull" Zasloff 
team for the fund raiser). 

"] couldn't ask for better adult 
children - I am so proud of them," 
said Frank. "Our son-in-law, 
Casey, and daughter-in-law, Lori, 
are fabulous, they are like our own 
children. We have two super grand
children and one more due in 
November." 

some seven years ago, so they could 
see them more often. lt's been 
a godsend: \.Yhen Frank was in 
Dana Farber, Etta - and the Zasloff 
cat - moved into Julie's suburban 
Boston home, no questions asked . 
Weekends with the grandchildren 
include games of cards or Clue, 
skateboarding or baking. 

When told the sad news about 
Frank's illness, Evan cried, said 
Etta. "H e asked, 'Who's going to 
play cards with me when Papaw is 
gone?"' 

Frank and Etta take each day as it 
comes - appreciative of and stunned 
by the outpouring of support -
cards, letters, notes and Facebook 
messages - from friends, childhood 
classmates and customers. 

"In 1970, my grandfather was 
diagnosed with cancer and was told 
he'd have six months to live, but 
he lived another seven years," said 
Frank. "I plan on attending my 45th 

high school reunion this summer." 
Acknowledging that it's dif

ficult to envision a future with-.,.,,.r~~ out Frank, Etta saidabout the 

0 V I. present, "Every day is a new 
--« C::. ' _ adventure. We spent our lives l,"'7 ~ a ,,,, 111i' working hard - and playing 

l{f. iU Iii' hard - but the pressure is off 

Ll now. We can travel and spend 
• • time as we wish." 

iiift1!J The last word goes to Frank. "I'm 

Extended family members 
are important, as well - Frank and 
Etta are both so proud of all their 
nieces and nephews, they say. 

With both Julie and Zac settled 
in Massachusetts, Frank and Etta 
relocated to southern Rhode Island 

going to go to heaven and teach 
everyone there to play cards. What's 
there to be scared of?" 

Frank welcomes cards. You can write 
him at 12 Karen Drive, Hope Valley, 
R1 02832 or email al frankzaslefj@ 
cox.net. 
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Descendants of shtetl reunite 

A 'roots reunion' 
in Warwick 

BY A AHON GINSBUHG 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

WARW1CK - During the week
end of Aug. 20-22, 57 people -
from cities across the United States 
- gathered at W arwick's Radisson 
H otel for the D okshitsy Diaspora 
Reunion. This "roots reunion" -
bringing together people who trace 
their origins to the same town, the 
same ethnic group, even the same 
family - included individuals who 
traced their origins to the shte// of 
Dokshitsy and its nearby towns in 
what is now Belarus. 

/ Benjamin Ginsburg A Jewish roots reunion for those 
from Eastern European towns 
is, well, different. D escendants 
of Irish families from Cork can 
gather in a Cork that is essen
tially the same town, with many 
of the same families and recogniz
able communal culture, that their 
ancestors had left. The same is true 
for Italian-Americans descended 
from Pisa, Norwegian-Americans 
descended from O slo and M ex
ican-Americans descended from 
O axaca. 

BETH LEVINE of Lexington, Mass., Bonnie Erbe of Falls Church, Va., GILA FOGELMAN-UNGER of Old Bridge, N.J. (partially obscured), 
and Aaron Ginsburg, Beth's brother, of Natick, Mass. at the Dok- Ben and Sofia Kapelyan of New York City and Lillie Fogelman of 
shitsy reunion. Beth and Aaron's grandparents were from Dokshitsy. New York City talk at the reunion. 

Unlike towns still filled with 
Italians, Irish or M exicans, Dok
shitsy no longer has a Jewish com
munity - it vanished during three 
dark days in 1942. L ike their fellow 
Jews in the western part of the 
Soviet Union, most of D okshitsy's 
Jews, almost 3,000 people, were 
murdered by German troops and 
their local collaborators. When 
the shtetl became a mass grave, the 
few remaining survivors left, never 

to return. 
Jews had lived in D okshitsy at 

"There won't 
be room for the 

ghost stories 
to take over." 
Eva Fogelman 

least since the 17th century, and 
unt il 1942, about half of D ok
shitsy's residents were Jews. From 
around 1881 until the beginning 
of W orld W ar II, many Dok
shitsy Jews had left in search of 
better lives. Some went to W estern 

Europe, Australia, South Africa, 
and other parts of the Soviet 
Union, others went to Israel. 

The vast majority, though, came 
to the United States; it was here 
where descendants of those Jews 
came together. At the reunion, 
Marvin Kabakoff ofJamaica Plain, 
M ass., an historian, described how 
Dokshitsers gathered together in 
such communities as Newport and 
Sheboygan, Wis., among others. 

Those who emigrated left more 
than a town behind. They left 
family members - parents, broth
ers, sisters and others - who now 
live on through the photographs, 
letters, memoirs, and books 
their descendants brought to the 
reunion. 

A few attendees and their ances-

Save the Date! _a e ,L_ r,, ,,. Save the Date! Save the Date! Save the Date! 

The Alef List: Happenings for Hip Jews 
presents 

THE SALON SERIES 
Join with other Jewish professionals in their 20's and early 30's 
for great d iscussions, schmoozing, a drink and a nosh ... 

Thursday, October 21 
Ffrst, join us for Happy Hour at Andrea's {268 Thayer_Street in 
Providence} from 5:30 pm to 6:45 pm. Then, at 7 pm, walk with 
us up the hill to The Glenn & Darcy Weiner Center at Brown/ 
RISD Hillel for a discussion with Rabbi Joseph Telushkin about his 
book,"Hillel : If Not Now, When?" Sounds like a good time, right? 

RSVP to Wendy Jeering by 10/20 

wjoering@JFRl.org or 401 - 421- 4111 x 169 

Events also listed on www.ShalomRl.org 

A lef List is brought to you by 
the Jewish Federation of Rhode Island 

Jewish 
Federation 
of 
Rhode 
Island 

wwwjvhri.org 

tors emigrated after W orld War II 
- and brought very different mem
ories of that era. They shared their 
stories of flight, pursuit, depriva
tion - and ultimately survival. 
Sam Katzovicz and Mina Rasis 
shared stories about their father, 
Dov Katzovicz (now deceased), a 
Dokshitsy survivor, partisan and 
leader of a D okshitser group in 
Israel that published the D okshitsy 
Yikzor book. 

H undreds of Yizkor books, writ
ten by H olocaust survivors and 
published after World War II, 
describe a way of life that ended 
suddenly. 

D ov, like the Jews of the Biel
ski Brigade of partisans, fled into 
the forests of Belarus to escape the 
Nazis. For more th an two years, 
Dov hid and fought as a partisan; 
during that time, he and his wife 
had a "child of the woods," Sam. 
Now a resident of P rovidence, Sam 
grinned and raised his hands like 
Rocky Balboa, as he told the story 
with humor and poignancy. 

Stories of attendees' relatives 
fighting with the counterattacking 
Red Army or escaping to Pales
tine filled the meeting rooms. The 
entire weekend, though, wasn't 
devoted to family histories - some 
Dokshitsy descendants talked 
about the larger issues that had 
created the Dokshitsy Diaspora. 

Speaking about the importance 
of remembrance, psychologist Eva 

Fogelman said, "And so, the next 
time someone asks 'Fun Vanen 
Kum/ a Yid?' ('Where does a Jew 
come from?'), we will not only be 
able to find it on a map, but we will 
enrich the person with the vibrant 
Jewish life that existed. There 
won't be room for the ghost stories 
to take over." 

Two immigrants from the Soviet 
Union, Sofia Kapalyan, whose 
mother was a partisan during 
World W ar II, and Inna Spitserev, 
who was from a shtet/ 80 kilome
ters from D okshitsy, and whose 
grandmother and mother survived 
the H olocaust by pretending to be 
gentiles, shared their stories. 

The weekend's events ended 
with a short film about the resto
ration of the Dokshitsy cemetery 
by the Dokshitsy District and The 
Friends of Jewish Dokshitsy and a 
trip to dedicate the work in 2008 
by 14 descendants. 

E lizabeth Albert, of Belmont, 
M ass., said, "(This weekend] 
started me on a quest to find more 
information about my family 
ancestors." 

Aaron Ginsburg of N atick, M ass. 
the president of 1he Friends of 
Jewish Dokshitsy , organized this 
reunion. For more infarmat~on, visit 
jewishdokshitsy.org or contact Aaron 
Ginsburg at injo@jewishdokshitsy. 
org or 508-682-3115. 

ZACKS CAMERA REPAIR 
791 Hope Street 

Providence, RI 02906 

Video and Audio Transfer 
Tapes• LP's 

Digital & Film Camera Repairs 

(401) 2-REPAIR - 273-7247 
FAX: (401 ) 490-8212 

MICHAEL F. ZACKS, C.P.C. 
zackscamerarepair.com 

info@zackscamerarepair.com 
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/Courtesy/ Lesli e Y. Gutterman 

ON CAPE COD, Les Gutterman is enveloped in 
/Courtesy/ Les lie Y. Gutte rma n 

A YOUNGER RABBI Gutterman, right, shares a moment with Rabbi William G. Braude 
his daughters' love; Elizabeth is at left and Rebecca at right. at Temple Beth-El in Providence. 

RABBI, friend and confidant: Gutterman's influence is widespread 
From Page 1 

Schiffman tended to my body," said 
Esserman, who is not a synagogue 
member, "and Rabbi Gutterman 
tended to my soul." Now, the two 
regularly walk Providence's streets 
on Sunday mornings - sharing news 
of world events and fami ly stories. 

Families - both his fa mily and 
those of his congregants - are 
an integral part of Gutterman's 
life. Gutterman is proud of his 
two daughters, Rabbi Rebecca 
Gutterman, with a Reform 
synagogue in Rochester, N.Y., 
and Boston resident Elizabeth 
Gutterman, who is a drama teacher, 
writer and director. 

"They are self-respecting young 
women who are making a contribu
tion [to the world] and who are close 
to one another," he said. "I attribute 
that to Julie [Gutterman's first wife, 
Julie, of blessed memory, died in 
June 1999]. I am proud, too, that 
they came into Janet's li fe [Gutter
man is married to Janet Engelhart] 
with caring, affection and admira
tion. I attribute that to Janet. It's a 
great blessing," he said. 

Cantor Ida . Rae Cahana, now 
adjunct clergy at Congregation Beth 
Israel in Portland, Ore., said, in an 
email, "'Rabbi Les,' as my children 
call him, is a mentor, dear friend and 
family. Les opened his arms to me 
and later, Michael [Cahana's hus
band, who served Temple Beth-El 
as the associate rabbi when Cahana 
was the cantor]. The [Gutterman] 
home was mine, and chats around 
Julie's kitchen table soothed me." 

There's a great sense of continu
ity for Stacey and Doug Emanuel, 
just one of many long-time Beth-El 
families. "Rabbi Gutterman mar
ried us," said Stacey. "He was there 
for each of our sons' brit and he'll be 
there when they become b'nei mitz
vah. H e's a steady and important 
presence at our life cycle events." 

H U~IOH EVEN IN GIIIEF 

"What can I do?" asked Gutter
man, after Carl Feldman, a con
gregant and close friend, called at 
midnight several years ago with 
tragic news: Feldman's only surviv
ing brother had been killed in a car 
accident. 

"Come with me to Florida to tell 
my mother," replied Feldman. 

They Aew to Florida, broke the 
news to Feldman's mother and 
prepared to return to Providence 
some time later. Shortly before they 
boarded their plane, Gutterman 
turned to Feldman's mother and 
said, "You know, these Florida vaca
tions aren't all they're cracked up to 
be." 

"We got her through [her grief 
and loss]," said Feldman. "His 
pastoral abilities are tremendous." 
Feldman credits Gutterman with 
teaching him not the Talmud, but 
how to be a mensh. 

More recently, on Sept. 12, 2011, 
before her small wedding, Gail Sol
omon greeted Gutterman, there as a 
guest, "This is kind of a weird day to 
be getting married." "This is a great 
day to get married,'' he assured her. 

Whether slapstick or subtle, 
humor has been part of Gutterman's 
rabbinical tool kit. H e's been known 
to toss a rubber chicken across the 
bimah to Cantor or Rabbi Cahana 
at the children's Rosh H ashanah 
service and dress in outrageous cos
tumes at Purim. His response to 

Solomon, who once asked Gutter
man why her professional dealings 
with the JCC of New York were so 
challenging was classic. Solomon 
said, "H e threw up his hands and 
said, 'Ach, they're Jews.'" 

RESPECTED BY CLERGY, 

LAY LEADERS 

Rabbi Alvan Kaunfer, a member 
of the Conservative synagogue 
across the East Side, Temple 
Emanu-El, said, '1 don't know the 
inside [story at Temple Beth-El]. H e 
always gave sage advice at meetings 
of the Rhode Island Board of Rabbis 
on whatever hot political questions 
we had - community issues, funeral 
issues, Federation issues." Gutter
man was a sensitive - and sensible 
- colleague and friend, as Kaunfer 
evaluated his own future (prepar
ing to leave Temple Emanu-El 
some years ago and move in a dif
ferent direction). Those conversa
tions - and each having an adu.lt 
child (Kaunfer a son, Gutterman a 
daughter) following in the rabbini
cal footsteps - brought them closer. 

"There are some shared stories 
there,' said Kaunfer, "and shared joy 
and nakhes." 

"When he comforted us during 
sad life-cycle events and celebrated 
rimchas with us, he combined rab
binic wisdom with humility and his 
extraordinary sense of humor," said 
Fred Franklin, the current board 
president. "We connected to him as 
we would with a wise and cherished 
friend ." 

Mel Zu rier, a former board presi
dent, said, "Les is an institution in 
this community- his role is not that 
of simply the rabbi of the congrega
tion, but the rabbi of the commu
nity." 

IN ms OWN WORD 

"] was once the nice young 
rabbi ," said Gutterman. "Now it's a 
privilege to keep out of the way of 

the bright creative souls who have 
grown so beautifully." 

About his one-and-only job, Gut
terman calls himself truly blessed 
with few regrets. "Lay leaders have 
become close friends, it's really 
worked beyond my fondest dreams." 

Acknowledging that the transi
tion from full-time clergy to retired 
person will be challenging, he said, 
"It's important to set a time limit 
[for his retirement] where 'that's it, 
that's the end.' I still feel empowered 
and energized; though for my health 
and that of the congregation, [there 
needs to be a new phase]." 

With few avocations and no hob
bies - and a comm.itment to not "be 
a burden to my successor" - "Rabbi 
Les" has only a few more years to 
figure out his post-rabbinical li fe
style. 

7he Shabbat service honoring Rabbi 
L eslie Guttennan, with special guests 
and music, begins at 7 p.m. on Friday, 
Oct. 8, at Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard 
A ve., Providence. 7he synagogue', 
Benefactors Fund supports this service 
and the special oneg to follow. 

At 10 a.m. on Sunday, Oct. 10, an 
outdoor sculpture w ill be dedicated al 
the synagogue. Created by Jonathan 
Bonner, the sculpture was commis
sioned by Dr. Joseph Chazan and 
family in honor of Rabbi Gullerman 
and in loving memory of Chazan's 
wife, Helene Chazan. 

Editor's Note: I write this story with 
some personal experience, as I have 
been a member of Temple Beth-El for 
nearly 19 years. 71,e rabbi married my 
husband and me, and he al/ended my 
son', brit and bar mitzvah. 

Ti1r I1ETWOITK SIGTTJlTUITr Cllf1FJlIGI1 EVETIT 
THE YOUNG LEADrnSHIP NnWORK OF THE 

JEWISH FEDERATION OF RHODE ISLAND 

INVITES YOU TO OUR SIGNATURE CAMPAIGN EVENT 

AN EVENING TO CELE&RA TE GRATITUDE AND 

COMMITMrnT TO OUR JEWISH COMMUNITY 

HlURSDAY, NOVEMr,ER 4, 2010 

DO PM 
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wwwjvhri.org 
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CAMPAIGN season underway 
From Page 1 

Your gift to the Annual Com
munity Campaign makes all that, 
and much more, possible. The 
Campaign funds more than 300 
programs and services that have a 
positive impact on people in need. 

Making your commitment 
is easy: Visit us online at www. 
JFRl.org or contact Michele 
Gallagher at 421-4111, ext. 
165 or mgallagher@jfri.org. 
Or join us at the 2011 Annual 
Community Campaign Main 
Event on O ct. 18 to make your 
personal commitment in support 
of building and strengthening our 
Jewish community. It's a better, 
brighter world because ofYOU' 

Upcoming 2011 Annual 
Community Campaign Events: 

MONDAY, OCT. 18 

201 1 Annua l Community Campaign 
Main Event 

Featuring Gregory Levey, 
author of H ow to Make Peace in the 
Middle East in Six Months or L ess 
Without Leaving Your Apartment. 

7:30 - 9 p.m., Temple Beth
El, 70 Orchard Ave., Providence. 
Please RSVP online at www. 
JFRI.org. 

Admission is free, with a rec
ommended minimum gift to the 
Annual Community Campaign 
of$36. 

SUNDAY, NOV. 14 

2011 Annual Community Campaign 
Super Sunday! 

On Nov. 14, volunteers from 

throughout Rhode Island and 
Southeastern Massachusetts will 
call members of our community 
to enlist their help in support
ing our Campaign and the criti
cal role it has on the work of our 
Jewish community. Please answer 
the call' Or, donate at your conve
nience at www.JFRI.org. 

If you want to learn more about 
how your contribution really does 
create a better, brighter world, 
please visit www.JFRl.org and 
click on The Impact of Giving tab. 
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Without leaving Your Apartment 
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Ellen Chernack is the interim 
financial resource development 
(FRD) director for JFRls Annual 
Community Campaign. Contact 
her at echernack@jFRl.org or 421-
4111. 

RIGHT, CANTOR BRIAN MAYER, playing the tambourine, is 
joined by other musicians, all making "a joyful noise." The 

music was part of the celebration on Sunday, Sept. 26 when 
Temple Emanu-EI dedicated their new Torah. 

BELOW, RIGHT, EMANU-ELITES of all ages gathered together for 
the dedication of the new Torah. 

BELOW, WITH STRENGTH and spirit, Sam Miller 
carries high the Torah. 

( 

MMUNITY 
With gratitude, Silherfarh bids adieu 

Departing Federation 
leader looks to 

the future 

A I END my tenure 
t the Jewish Fed
{ation of Rhode 

Island, I want 
to take this moment to thank the 
Jewish community for the honor and 
privilege of serving. For me, these 
past four years have been challeng
ing, rewarding and overwhelmingly 
positive. I have had the opportunity 
to meet thousands of wonderful and 
caring people in this community. 
I've read children's Jewish-themed 
books to young Jewish families at 
PJ Library gatherings and enjoyed 
a delicious and meaningful Passover 
Seder and meal with seniors. 

I've seen first-hand how we are 
bringing care and hope to struggling 
and vulnerable Jews here in Rhode 
Island and around the world. W e, 
as a Jewish community, can take 
justifiable pride in the work we do 
together to help people and build 

wwwjvhri.org 

STEPHEN R. SILBERFARB 

community. 
The core of community is collec

tive action - that we ca n do more 
and better by working together, and 
that we enhance our Jewish lives 
by gathering together for religious, 
social and cultural activities. This is 
why we have a Federation, a Jewish 
Community Center of Rhode 
Island, synagogues and other Jewish 
communal organizations that make 
up our community mosaic. And 
of course, this is why we have 1he 

Jewish Voice & H erald, a Jewish com
munity newspaper where we share 
information, ideas and viewpoints. 

My - our - work at Federation is 
all about serving the best interests 
of our community. Across the com
munity, there's a whole team that 
gets this work done. I will always 
be inspired by the dedication and 
passion of my fellow professionals 
at Federation and other agencies, 
who serve every day with energy and 
commitment, and by the thousands 
of volunteers in our community, who 
contribute time, effort and money to 
build and nurture this community. 

May this community go from 
strength to strength. 

Stephen R. Silberfarb 

Effective Oct. 18, I will begin serv
ing as CEO efthe M inneapolis Jewish 
Federation. I can be reached al SteveS@ 
MplsFed. org. 

] 

/ Shelley Meyerheim 

JI 



FOOD 
READERS' RECIPES 

Potato knishes and apple strudel -
Recipes from a 
reader's bubbie 

Bv DONNA F1SMM AN 

Special to 1he Voice_& Herald 

SINGER ISLAND, Fla . - These 
recipes for my Bubbie Schecter's 
potato knishes and apple strudel 
are my very favorites. Although 
Annie Schecter came from Russia, 
and couldn't read or write English, 
her apple strudel was to die for. She 
used to hide the strudel from my 
sister Arlene and me, but we would 
always find it and gobble it down. 

I loved to stand by her side while 
she was baking. One day, I said 
to her, "Bubbie, how do you know 
how much flour to put in the dough 
without a recipe?" 

To this day, I can remember her 
taking my hand, putting it in the 
dough, and saying, "Tottela, when it 
feels like this, you know it's right." 

It was as smooth as silk. I miss 
my Bubbie Schecter, but whenever I 
make her knishes and apple strudel, 
I feel her near me. 

Donna's Bubbie's 
potato knishes 

Dough Ingred ients 

1 egg 
1/3 cup oil 
1/2 cup warm water 
2 cups flour 
1/2 teaspoon baking powder 
dash of salt and pepper 

There's more than 
one way to pickle 

a vegetable 
SAUL RICKLIN of Bristol 

offers this suggestion . "Here 
is a fast and easy alternative to 
Penney Stein's Sept. 17 pickle 
recipe ('Growing vegetables in 
Rhode Island'). After you have 
eaten the contents of a jar of 
your favorite brand 
of refrigerated pick
les, wash and slice 
cucumbers or green 
tomatoes and put 
them back in the 
liquid in the jar. 
Refrigerate and, 
in a few days, you 
will have a new 
batch of pick
les. If you like 
h a lf-so ur s , 
you can do 
this several 
times." 

Filling ingredients 

8 potatoes, peeled 
4 onions, chopped 
butter and vegetable oiJ 
4 eggs 
salt and pepper to taste 

Dough method 

Mix ingredients together. 
Let sit for 20 minutes 
Divide in thirds or quarters 
Roll out very thin. 

Filling method 

Mash potatoes with other 
ingredients 

Add to top row of dough. 
Roll dough over to cover. 
Cut strip with knife along lower 

edge 
Slice in 2-inch intervals. Shape. 
Bake at 350 degrees for 20 

minutes or until gold brown on 
very lightly greased pan or cookie 
sheet. 

Donna's Bubbie's apple strudel 
Dough Ingredients 

1 egg 
1/3 cup oil 
1/2 cup warm water 

2 cups flour 
1/2 teaspoon baking powder 
2 tablespoons of sugar 
dash of salt 

Filling Ingredients 

Chopped apples (a mixrure of 
Granny Smith and McIntosh is 
best) 

Chopped walnuts 
Golden raisins 
1/2 cup sugar 
1/2 teaspoon sugar 

Method 

Follow the method for potato 
dumpling dough, above. 
· Fill each thin roll with the 
apples/nu ts/rai si ns/sugar/ci n na
mon nixture. 

Roll over into jelly-roll like 
strips. 

Pick up with forearms and say a 
prayer that it doesn't drop on the 
floor before landing in a lightly 
greased pan. 

Bake at 350 degrees for 20 min
utes or until golden brown in a 
lightly greased pan or cookie sheet. 

Enjoy! 

If you're not eating 
CASERTA's you're 
not eating pizza! 

51·00 OFF · -~/,. 

A Rhode Island Tradition for over 50 years 
Parking available 

TAKE OUT 272-3618 or 621-3618 or 621-9190 
JV 

wwwjvhri.org 
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Jacques Pepin hosts fifth 
annual cook-off 

SECAUCUS, NJ - The winner 
of the fifth annual Man-O
Manischewitz cook-off will 
collect a $25,000 grand prize 
package - GE Profile kitchen 
appliances, cash and more, 
according to Manischewitz. The 
contest deadline is Dec. 31, 2010. 

Home cooks are encouraged 
to submit fam ily-friendly recipes. 
The competition showcases the 
benefits of using kosher products 
as part of the home cooking expe
rience and to think about prepar
ing traditional Jewish foods in the 
same way people enjoy preparing 
Italian, Mexican, Chinese and 
other popular ethnic cuisines. 

More than 10,000 people of 
different backgrounds and ages 
have entered this competition 
over the past four years. To com
pete (U.S. residents 18 years or 
older only) must submit an origi
nal, easy-to-prepare entree using 
any flavor of the new Manisch
ewitz broth products. The recipe 
should have no more than eight 
ingredients and be prepared and 
cooked in no more than 60 min-
utes. 

Five finalists will win an all
expenses paid trip to compete live 
on March 31 at the Jewish Com
munity Center of Manhattan. 
Four finalists will be chosen by 

the judging panel and five other 
semi-finalists will be posted on 
www.manischewitz.com. From 
Jan. 17 - 31, consumers will be 
able to vote online, and via Face
book and Twitter, to select the 
fifth finalist. 

For the second consecutive 
year, the legendary chef Jacques 
Pepin will be the celebrity guest 
of honor as the event's master 
of ceremonies and head judge. 
Pepin, one of America's best
known chefs, is a founder of The 
American Institute of Wine and 
Food. 

For recipe inspiration, v isit the 
recipesectionofwww.manischewitz. 
com. For complete contest details, 
visit 'WWW.manischewitz.com. 

China Inn 
a ta;te of china i11 /011111 

Located in downtown Pawtucket, just a few minutes from the 
East Side, China Inn has received "lhe Best of' award many 
times from local Rhode Island publications and has built a rep
utation for offering delicious, authentic Chinese cuisine for its 
30 plus years of business. The classy interior of our restaurant 
helps to create a bright and warm atmosphere that comple
ments the simple, clean decor of the dining area, and which 
makes it stand out among the average Chinese restaurants in 
the surrounding area. 

GIFT CERTIFICATE 

BAR LOUNGE 

PRIVATE PARTIES & BUSINESS MEETINGS 

BANQUET HALL 

For Delicious Take Out or Delivery Please C1ll -+o I .-23.J960 
We delive r to Pawtucket and East Side 

401 .-2.1.,960 j 285 i\lJ.in ~trcct l'awtud..ct , Ill 01860 I" w,\.d1inainnri.1,,·o m 
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Film portrays growing non-violent struggle for peace in Israel 

An Israeli Jew, 
a Christian and 

a Muslim are 
documentarys 
protagonists 

· BY MARY Konn 
Special to 1he Voice & H erald 

PROVIDENCE - The documen
tary, "Little Town of Bethlehem," 
shown on Sept. 22 Brown Univer
sity, depicts the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict as lived by a Jew, Palestin
ian Christian and Muslim. Their 
paths to the non-violent struggle 
for peace converge on the tenets of 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and 
Mahatma Gandhi. 

"These three people found 
common ground by seeki ng the 
humanity in every human being," 
said Jim Hanon, writer and direc
tor. 

The documentary poses the 
question: Can the cycle of violence 
be broken? After young people 
view the film, Hanon hopes young 
people will ask themselves: "What 
can I do to affirm humanity?" 

Filmed in Jerusalem, Bethle
hem, Gaza and the West Bank 
over a three-year period, the docu
mentary features: 

• Yonatan Shapira, a veteran 
IDF helicopter pilot and grandson 
of Zionist settlers. Following the 
assassination of a Hamas leader 
that killed 14 civilians in Gaza, 
he authored the "Pilot's Letter," 
a 2003 document signed by 27 

FROM LEFT, TENY GROSS, Sarni Awad and Israeli Elik Elhanan, whose 
sister was killed by a suicide bomber in Jerusalem, and director Jim 
Hanon, discuss the documentary after its screening. 

Israeli pilots who refused to fly fur
ther missions over the West Bank 
and Gaza. 

Sarni Awad, a Palestinian 
Christian, born in America. H e 
is now the executive director of 

• The Holy Land Trust, a non-profit 
organization in Bethlehem that 
promotes Palestinian indepen
dence through peaceful means. 

• Ahmad Al 'Azzeh, a Palestin
ian Muslim, heads the non-vio
lence program at Holy Land Trust, 
training others in peaceful activ
ism. H e was arrested in a non-vio
lent demonstration in March, and 
is under Israeli custody at home. 
Scheduled to appear at Brown, he 
was unable to do so, as his visa was 
delayed. 

Caught in the web of the his-

torical and current-day conflict, 
the three examine their reasons for 
turning to non-violence. 

The documentary juxtaposes 
black-and-white _historical footage 
of vintage newsreels of King and 
Ghandi with haunting and beauti
fu l images oflsrael today. 

The soundtrack provides an 
evocative subtext, with an Israeli 
oud player, Palestinian drummers, 
and Memphis blues musicians. 

While here, Hanon and Sarni 
Award toured the Institute for the 
Study and Practice of Nonviolence 
in Providence, with executive 
director Teny Gross, who joined 
the post-screening discussion. 

Gross, an IDF veteran, offered 
his own view on the conflict's reso
lution: "It's like a football game, 

GOLDEN CREST NURSING CENTRE 
Experience counts. 
When your business is taking care of people, you learn a lot 
in 41 years. Lesson number one? Be there when people need 
you most. Since 1969 Golden Crest Nursing Centre has been 
here 24/7 for Rhode Island's elderly, providing the very best 
m: 

COMPREHENSIVE SKJLLED NURSING 
SUB-ACUTE REHAB SERVICES 
ALZHEfMER'S CARE 

HOSPICE 

Providing the best is what we do the best, because when it 
comes to caring for a loved one, experience counts. 

Family Owned and Operated Since 1969 
I 00 Smithfield Road, North Providence, RJ 02904 

401.353.1710 
GoldenCrestNursingCentre.com 

wwwjvhri.org 

with both sides trying to get to 
the end zone. The real victory will 
come when there are two states 
side by side that co-exist in peace, 
not unlike what happened in Bel
fast." 

After the screening, a Brown 
student stated: "I am Egyptian -
neither Jew, Christian nor Muslim. 
I am in' America. What can I do?" 

Elik Elhanan, a co-founder of 
the organization Combatants for 
Peace _ in Israel, is now a gradu
ate student (in Yiddish poetry) at 
Columbia University. He came to 
Providence to represent Shapira, 
who is on a humanitarian mis
sion to Gaza. "Every university 
could use committed volunteers. 

There are countless activities avail-
able on campuses and not enough 
motivated students. The Faculty 
for Israeli Palestinian Peace offers 
internships in Israel," he said. 

1he Brown screening was part of 
the initial U.S. campus tour; a Euro
pean and Asian lour will follow. 

1he University of Rhode Island, 
Brown University Salomon Center/ 
M iddle East Studies and the Watson 
Institute for International Studies 
sponsored the event. 

See more about the film at www. 
littletownofbethlehem.org. 

Contact Mary Korr at mkorr@ 
ven'zon.net. 

In their own words 
T ese are excerpts from 

Little Town of Bethle
em:" · 

Yonatan Shapira: "I was 
born in 1972 near Be'er Sheva . 
My father was a fighter pilot in 
the Yorn Kippur War in 1973. I 
can still smell the sweat on his 
flight suit when he came home. 
He was the image of the pilot I 
wanted to be like. My percep
tion of Israelis as I was growing 
up was that we were strong and 
brave, but surrounded by many 
Arab nations that wanted to 
throw us into the sea." 

Ahmad AI'Azzeh: "I am 
a refugee. I live in a place of 
violence. In 1948, the refugee 
camps were supposed to be 10 
days in a tent. Sixty years later 
we are still here. My father was 
the principal of an orphanage. 

. My uncle founded the Palestin
ian Center for Non-Violence, 

where I learned about Martin 
Luther King. People here think 
I am a coward, and don't have 
the courage to fight. But at the 
end of the day, it is about sanity." 

Sarni Awad: "In 1948, my 
grandfather was shot and killed 
by a sniper when he went out
side his home and raised a white 
flag of surrender. After that the 
Jewish forces came and kicked 
the family out of the house. My 
grandmother was left with seven 
little children. I work to bring 
back the concept of non-violence 
to the Palestinian community. 
It is a small community where 
some are engaged in strong 
acts of armed resistance.. . I 
have traveled to Auschwitz and 
Birkenau to witness what hap
pened to so many . . .it was shock
ing .. . We have to break the wall 
of fear between Jews, Palestin
ians and Arabs." 

• 
You're Invited 
Yes You Can! Raising Financially Aware Kids 
Presf.'nttd by Oa11d Donovan, Vice Pre~dent Temtor} Sales. Ame11ran Century lnves1men1s• 

Please join us to learn how to talk 
to your children about money. 

Ameriprise • 
financial 

Date&Time 
Thursday, October 14, 2010 • 7:00 p.m. 

Location 
Crowne Plaza Hotel at the Crossings 
801 Greenwich Ave. 
Warwick. RI 02886 

Your Host 
Daniel Gamm, CRPC" 
Senior financial Advisor 
Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. 

RSVP 

Supervised from: 
24 Pettaconsett Ave. 
Cranston, RI 02920 

Please RSVP to Debra Page at (401I270-2197 or email 
debra .l.page@ampf.com no later than Monday, October 4, 
2010. 

~1,,~,•uq~ 111\.,.,hlll'fll .illil f1r4n(!,il ,tli,.,1\0ly\t1>'1C~~rt nwM~~11lthl• IM uqh A!!1\'IIJ'(llt F n~nu41 ~1 t\. 

kl( M'11W'ff HftAdndSU'( Surtl\'f"odO{ll~Jtd~>mmJYllOlllfnilt.blr1n-lllJ11ll~lMl\ll'to.lRil"oh 



COMMUNITY 

SERENA LEADS THE 
Aqua Zumba class par
ticipants at the Jewish Com

munity Center of Rhode Island 
UCCRI). The newest fitness craze 
and new to the JCCRI this fall, 
Aqua Zumba takes high energy 
Latin dance and puts it in the 

Aqua Zumba 
water. 

Aqua Zumba classes with 
Serena are held on Mondays at 6 
p.m .. 

If you're not sure if you're ready 
for Aqua Zumba, try Zumba with 
Serena - it's the same high-energy 
class, only less wet! Drop in and 

experience a class for yourself; a 
class is only SS for members and 
S12 for non-members! 

For more information, contact 
Patty Gold at 861-8800, ext. 153 or 
pgold@jccri.org. 

Nutrition advice for Cranston Senior Guild 
CRANSTON - The Cranston 
Senior Guild will meet 
on Wednesday, O ct . 
6 at 1 p.m. at Temple 
Torat Yisrael, 330 Park 
Ave., Cranston. 

Sarah Arpino, a 
graduate student at the 
University of Rhode 
I sland, will be our 
guest speaker. Pursu-

ing a master's degree in the supplemen tal nutrition assis
tant program, Arpino 
will speak about the 
importance of good 
nutrition. 

A raffie and refresh
ments will follow the 
meeting. 
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URI Hillel co-sponsors 
award-winning author 

KINGSTON - The University 
of Rhode Island 's Hillel Founda
tion, the Women's Studies Pro
gram, the Multicultural Center 
and the English Department 
will host award-winni ng author 
Joan Leegant on 
Thursday, Oct. 7, 
at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Norman M. Fain 
Hillel Center, 6 
Fraternity Circle, in 
Kingston, 

Leegant wi ll read 
from and speak 
about her novel set 
in Israel, Wherever 
You Go, published 
by W.W. Norton, 
and reviewed in 
the Aug. 5 issue 
of The Voice & 
Herald, ("Novel 
and memoir each 
explore issues of 
commitment, loy
alty and trust," by 
Nancy Kirsch). 

The event, which 
will include a book 
signing, is free and 
open to the public. 

"How fa r are 
we willing to go in the name 
of a cause? What drives other
wise rational people to embrace 
radical religious and national
ist beliefs - and at what cost?" 
These are the questions that run 

through Leegant's timely novel, 
which brings to life the story of 
three young Jewish Americans 
in Israel caught in the vortex of 
radical political and religious 
beliefs. · 

For more about L eegant and 
Wherever You Go, visit www. 
joanleegant.com. For information 
about the program, call the Wom
en's Studies D epartment at 874-
4620 or URI Hillel at 874-2740. 

Authorized 
1~rDealer 
~ JU "'* 

Attend our Open llouse 
and ask a Moses Brown 
student or pa re nt how 
Quaker education makes 
a difference w h e n i t 
co m es to buildin g 
confidence tlnd character. Heating & Air Conditioning Specialists 

" EVERYONE H AS 
A VOICE AT MB ." 
Quote from parent survey. 
Spnng 2010 

~ 
~ 

775 GJ R I. S & BOYS 

EARLY C H l l, D H OQD - G RAD F. I Z 

33 AC RES ON T in: EAST SID F. 

MosEs BROWN ScHooL 
Lran1111are 111: 

WWW.MOSESHKOW N,O~G 

& FIN D US ON FACEBOOK 

wwwjvhri.org 

PROVIDENCE, RI 
401-351-1600 

1-800-244-1252 
RI LICENSE - 2470 

MASS. LICENSE - 14421 

91111 
! 
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1he JEWISH VOICE & ffERArn 
Business and Professional Directory 

ANTIQUES 

ANTIQUE 
ACQUISITIONS 

STU ALTMAN 
401-331-SOLD (7653) 

ESTATE ANTIQUES WANTED 

BUYING: 
ADVERSTISING, BOOKS, CLOCKS, 

FOUNTAIN PENS, GLASS, LAMPS, LIGHTERS, 
MILITARY, PAINTINGS, PAPER, PHOTOS, POTTERY, 
RADIOS, SILVER, SPORTS, TOYS, WATCHES, ETC. 

BAR/BAR MITZVAHIWEDDINGS 

PINES 
CONFERENCE 

CENTER 
University of Rhode Island 

W. Alton Jones Campus 
West Greenwich, RI 

(401) 397-3361 ext. 6056 

(huppah Rental 
Local delivery 

and set-up 

Ready to Decorate 
rentachuppah@gmail.com 

401-728-3528 

Take the Oy Vey Out of 
Planning Your Big Day 

Capture your Simcha 

in a professional DVD from 

R.I. Video Pro 

BUSINESS BROKERS 

"J,l Vested Business Brokers 
THE BUY-SELL PROFESSIONALS 

DAVID COHEN - New England Managing Director 

CONFIDENTIAL - NO FEE UNLESS SUCCESSFUL 
CALL TODAY FOR A FREE VALUATION 

www.vestedbb.com 
phone: 508-863-9768 

dcohen@vestedbb.com 
fax: 401-293-0029 

COINS 

WE BUY COINS & JEWELRY 
'GOLD COINS WE BUY & SELL RARE COINS, .----: ~::~~~s BULLION &GOLD JEWELRY 
•STAMPS 
•GOLDJEWELRY&WATCHB BEST 
-ANTIQUB,STERUNG SILVER 

• COINS & BARS PRICES 
• US AND FORUGN 
• PCGS-NGC authorized 

NOW AVAILABLE 
Eagle Silver Dollars, 
Gold Coin,& Estate 
Jewelry and Silver, 
ProofSets,Coin& 
StampAlbums 

PODIIAT COIN DCIIANGl INC. 
Serving banks,anorneys, estates 
and the public for over 40 years. 

769 Hope St., Providence 
SAME LOCATION SINCE 1969 • LC 8041 401-861-7640 

COMPUTER REPAIR & SERVICE 

EMERGENCY SERVICE 
Networks • Installation • Repair 

Network Video Surveillance 
. Virus/Spyware Removal 

Macintosh Repair 
On-Site Service • Remote Support 

~~~~- Call Eric Shorr 331-0196 
~ ~ ~ Toll Free 800-782-3988 

SONICWALL~ ~ 

0 f ~ Larry B. Parness 
S A 

MBA 

Tax Preparation • Financial Planning 
Business Consultant 

401-454-0900 • parnessl@ix.netcom.com 
128 Dorrance St.• Suite 520 • Providence, RI 02903 

You've known me for your taxes ... 
Now see me for the rest of your financial story. 

EQUESTIRAN CENTER 

fltne 1/wu, PJaJtm & 
~~ ,. 

Boarding, ~,Training, ~IQS 

~ vf{a4/i,nelli 
TraiTllJr, /Mtrucfor 

56 J)Qgptoad Rd, &iluafg R.I. 02857 
[Bl 401·764-0218[Cl401-536-2254 
pinoviM1rmint@gmail.rom 

GENERAL CONTRACTING 

WILLIAM HIRSCHONAii Cell (401)996-1312 
~~t\l Fax(401)421-6254 

BUILT- t E ~ S• UCTION 

New Construction 

. 1-n~O~f p~~ RI Reg~~~:~ 

[Qj m Quality Service 
~---~-isfaction Guaranteed 

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

The Largest Bath 
Showroom in Rhode Island 

Fall River, MA 
1-508-675-7433 I FREEWAY DRIVE 

CRANSTON, RI 
401-467-0200 
800-838-1119 

FOR BUSINESS DIRECTORY WEB AND DISPLAY ADVERTISING CONTACT: 

TRICIA STEARLV: 401-421-4111, ext. 160 - tstearly@jfri.org 

READ US ON-LINE WWW.JVHRI.ORG - FRIEND US ON FACEBOOK 
wwwjvhri.org 
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Israelis, Palestinians celebrate 
International Day of Peace 

Voice & Herald CLASSIFIEDS 

HOUSEKEEPING 
JAFFA - Did you know that 
Sept. 21 is the International D ay 
of Peace? The Peres Center for 
Peace celebrated the holiday on 
Sept. 21 with events at the Peres 
Peace House on the Jaffa beach. 

The United Nations declared 
I nternational D ay of Peace in 
1981 - the day is now celebrated 
around the world with activities 
and ceremonies. 

The Peres Center marks the 
day by promoting its work with 
its partnering Palestinian orga
nizations. Hundreds of Israeli 
Jewish and Arab families, chi!-

dren and young people, as well 
as Palestinian families and chil
dren involved in Peres Center 
projects and initiatives attended 
yesterday's event, which was 
open to the general public, free 
of charge. 

Activities for families and 
children included drumming 
circles, arts and crafts activities, 
sports games, a show entitled 
"New Beginnings" that has both 
a Jewish and Arab cast, planting 
'peace trees,' and a break-dance 
workshop. 

In addition there were per-

formances by leading Israeli 
bands including H adag Nahash, 
Groove Redemption, Daniella 
Spektor and others, an arts fair 
of Palestinian artists, olive oil 
tastings, an 'inner-peace' area, 
discussion circle, a photogra
phy exhibition called "Frames 
of Reality" by Palestinian and 
Israeli documentary photogra
phers, and more. 

All participants in the day's 
events were volunteers, com
mitted to the message: We are 
united for peace. 

From Israe/2lc Newsletter 

Daily/Weekly/Bi-Weekly • Jason: 508-496-9559- Kiko02769@ 
yaoo.com 

CERTIFIED NURSING ASSISTANT 
CNA with experience with the elderly, looking for private duty 
job, overnight if necessary. Cook, clean, personal care, doctor 
appointments, errands. 

Excellent references. Call Jean @ 626-2870. 

TUTOR AVAILABLE. 
SSAT and SAT English tutor. Techniques for crit ical reading & 
writing sections; grammar, vocabulary, essays. 

Contact Robin at Tutor2400sat@gmail.com, 401-965-4483 

The JEWISH VOICE & llERArn 
Business and Professional Directory 

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

~l;?) MEDINA 
Paintine & Remodeline co., Inc. 

INTERIOR & ExTERIOR 

For All Your Painting & Restoration Needs! 
Specializing in water problems, repairing roofs, gutters and basements 

More than 20 years experience in Historical Homes 

Fully Insured 
Licensed #8269 

Working in the 
Jewish Community 

Since 1990 

HORACIO PIRES 
PAINTING 

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR 
FREE ESTIMATES 

For A Better Job Call 
H. PIRES 

(401) 438-1072 
Phone and Fax Number · 

Qualiry Makes the Difference 

Interior • Exterior 
:fiflii Estimates with ~ 

' 24 Hours: 

QuALITY PAI • Professional &, Reliable 

Paul Abreu •Licensed&, Insured 
401-252-9577 ~•Excellent References 

....................................... ~ .. M0.fi~iiiti:::!!~!.1?~ .. 

MEDICAL 

ORTHOPEDIC GROUP, INC. 

WWW.OGI-DOCS.COM 

Toll free 800-725-3037 
588 Pawtucket Avenue, Pawtucke~ RI 01860 

(401) Jll-1400 • FAX: (401) 728-3910 

16 Hillside Avenue, Attleboro, MA 02703 
(508) lll-4450 • FAX: (508) 226-6465 

6 Blackstone Valley Place, Suite 530, Lincoln. RI 02865 
(401) JJ4-l700 • FAX:(401) JJ4-3414 

OPTICAL SHOP 
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Take the time to 
share your stories 
BY RABBI MARK R OBBINS 

W FINISH THE 
Torah in an instant. 
The saga of Moses 
oncludes. We stand 

ready to embrace our future, as a 
Jewish people, on the edge of the 
Promised Land. 

Just as quickly, we start the Torah 
again. We are thrust backwards to 

A RABBI'S REFLECTIONS 

The Torah has much to teach us 
prehistory (let alone pre-Jewish his
tory) and the story of creation. 

This ritual transition is sudden 
and breathtaking. There's no time 
for reflection. No time for retelling. 

The narrative, its lessons, its 
legacy- there's no time for us, at the 
end, to preserve them for the gen
erations to come. Not at the end of 
the Torah-reading cycle, nor at the 
end of our li fe cycle - unless we seize 
the opportunity beforehand. 

There is time along the way of life 
to preserve our stories, and it's our 
responsibility to use it. 

Moses paves our way in this 
regard, and Jews have followed suit 
ever since. Moses also demonstrates 
how gratifying it is to tell our sto
ries, if we only take the time. 

Consider Moses a! the end of the 
Torah, standing high on Mt. Nebo, 
on the eastern side of the Jordan. 
Fated to die in exile, and mere steps 
away from his destination, Moses 
ends his life with his work unfin
ished. It is unspeakably painful, 
tragic. Or so we think. 

There's a sense of loss, no ques
tion. Moses pleads with God to 
allow him into the land, but to no 
avail. "Let me, I pray, cross over and 
see the good land on the other side 
of the Jordan, that good hill coun
try, and the Lebanon... But God 
was angry with me on your account 
and would not listen to me. The 
Lord said to me, 'Enough! Never 
speak to me of this matter again! '" 

Moses wants more; he wants to 
go forward, to see more fruits of his 
labor. And so do we. 

But Moses cannot. Nor can we. 
Lo a/echa ham' /acha ligmor. We 

don't finish the work. But what do 
we do with it? 

Again, Moses. What does he do? 
For the rest of the book of Deuter
onomy, he tells his story within the 
narrative of the people and prepares 
them for the tasks ahead in the land 
of Israel. It's his legacy statement, 
and leads to the greatest reward of 
his life - seeing the people go off, 
ready to embrace the future. 

M oses implores the people to 
follow suit with their storytelling, 
in gratitude, when they arrive in 
the Israel - in the presence of the 
kohanim, the priests. "Then you 
shall say the following before the 
Lord your God: 'My father was a 
fugitive Aramean. H e went down 

SENIORS 

to Egypt and lived there with very 
few . .. . "' 

Moses provides us with a model 
and a mitzvah - of a part of the 
Jewish life cycle we too often miss. 
To capture our past, for the future, 
with anava, humility. 

Tell your story, record it, write it. 
Preserve it, as Moses did, for your 
children and grandchildren, before 
the time is up. 

It's a message worth consider
ing this Simhat Torah - as we move 
(back) from one story to the next. 

Rabbi Mark Robbins is a personal 
historian and founder of wwwjewish
liftstory.com. A native of Providence, 
he served as a campus and congrega
tional rabbi. Contact him at mark@ 
jewishlifestory.com. 

A nearly identical version of this essay 
may be published in the Philadelphia 
Jewish Exponent. 

Jewish Historical Association welcomes Widmer 
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PROV1DENCE - Dr. Edward L. 
Widmer, the director and librarian 
of the John Carter Brown Library 
(the "JCB Library") at Brown Uni
versity, will speak at the fall meet
ing of the Rhode Island Jewish 
Historical Association on Sunday, 
Oct. 17 at 2 p.m. at Temple Beth
El, 70 Orchard Ave., Providence. 
The program, which concludes with 
a reception, is free and open to the 
community. 

Widmer, who holds the Beatrice 
and Julio Mario Santo Domingo 
Chair at the JCB Library, will 
deliver the annual Bonnie and See
bert Goldowsky lecture, on the 
topic, "Jewish and other treasures of 
the JCB Library." 

As a world-renowned study center 
for the history of the Americas 

before 1825, the JCB Library owns 
a number of rare books and manu
scripts relating to Jews; many of 
them will be shown for the first time 
in an exhibition that opened Oct. 
7. For nearly 20 years, American, 
European and Israeli scholars have 
studied at the JCB Library as Touro 
National Heritage Trust Fellows. 

A Providence native, Widmer 
earned his undergraduate and grad
uate degrees in history and Ameri
can civilization at H arvard. He 
lectured at H arvard before becom
ing a special assistant to and speech
writer for President Clinton from 
1997 to 2001. Later, he served as an 
associate professor of history and the 
founding director of the C. V Starr 
Center for the Study of the Ameri
can Experience at Washington Col-
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lege in Chestertown, Md. 
Appointed to the JCB Library in 

2006, Widmer is the author of Young 
America: 1he Flowering of Democracy 
in New York City, Campaigns: A Cen
tury of Presidential Races and, most 
recently, Art of the Liberties: America 
and the World. H e has also edited 
a volume of presidential speeches 
from Lincoln to Clinton and writes 
frequently for 1he New York Times, 
1he Washington Post and 1he Boston 
Globe. 

An ardent Red Sox fan and the 
former lead singer of a rock band, 
The Upper Crust, Widmer has been 
characterized as "an intellectual who 
has done time in the real world." 

For additional information, please 
contact Anne Sherman at RIJHA: 
331-1360. 
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SENIORS 
REMEMBER THE p AST 

From the Archives of the Rhode Island Jewish Historicalt Association 

The Dialogue Garden is 
an ecumenical symbol 

Promoting peace and 
harmony through 

nature 

Bv GERALDINE FosTEn 
Special to The Voice & Herald 

OCT. 20, 1968 was a 
beautiful autumn day. 
It was the perfect day 
for a celebration, and 

there was something to celebrate. 
On that day, nine churches of 
western Cranston and Temple 
Sinai came together to dedicate the 
Dialogue Garden. Located on a 
small triangle of land on Oaklawn 
Avenue at Old Spring Road, it was 
developed to be a living symbol of 
understanding and tolerance. 

The idea for the Dialogue 
Garden originated with H elen 
Blotcher, then the chair of Temple 
Sinai's Social Action Committee. 
Her commitment to building and 
strengthening a sense of commu
nity is obvious from the list of orga
nizations to which she devoted her 
time and energy: National Coun
cil of Jewish Women, Pawtucket 
Memorial Hospital where she 
founded the Well Persons Clinic, 
the YMCA and Jewish Children 
and Family Services. In her later 
years, she took piano lessons and 
gave annual recitals in her home 
to which she invited her diverse 
groups of friends. They came to 
enjoy her music and socialize, over 
tea and cookies, w ith other indi
viduals whom they might never 
have met, but for Blotcher. 

In 1966, Blotcher, with the 
· aid of Rabbi Jerome Gurland 
of Temple Sinai, organized the 
Western Cranston Interfaith Dia
logue Group. Beginning with 
two churches, Meshanticut Park 
Baptist Church and St. David's 
on-the-Hill Episcopal Church, 
and Temple Sinai, the group grew, 
within two years, to encompass all 
10 houses of worship in that area 
of Cranston. Blotcher conceived 
of a group whose purpose was the 
respectful exchange of ideas and 
dialogue about religion to promote 
knowledge and interfaith under
standing. 

The State of Rhode Island made 
the land available for the garden 
and provided maintenance work, 
done by the Department of Public 
Works. Local contractors and 
nurseries also donated their ser
vices. The planners intermingled 
plants found in the Bible, so that 
the garden created, according to an 
article in The Providence Journal," 
the atmosphere of a religious com
munity." 

On that beautiful Sunday after
noon, representatives of the various 
houses of worship came together 
to dedicate the Dialogue Garden 

SENATOR JOHN 0 . PASTORE and Helen Blotcher at the 
Oct. 20, 1968 dedication of the Dialogue Garden. 

as a living symbol of their work 
to build bridges of understanding 
among all religious faiths. United 
States Senator John 0. Pastore 
gave the principal address, and a 
reception at the church hall of St. 

"Representatives of 
the various houses 
of worship came 

together to dedicate 
the Dialogue 

Garden." 

David's on-the-Hill followed 
What the assemblage saw that 

day was a little green oasis that 
invited pe.ople to stroll among its 
greenery. Steps led down from 
O ld Spring Road to walkways, 
and a redwood pergola fronted 
Oaklawn Avenue. The focal point 

of the garden was the large boulder 
especially chosen by Blotcher. Jac
queline Teverow Factor, Blotcher's 
daughter, recalled many Sunday 
drives with her mother who 
searched for the ideal stone for 
the garden. A plaque listing the 
congregations that comprised the 
Dialogue Group and those whose 
leadership made it a reality was 
affixed to a large boulder in the 
garden. 

Today, busy drivers maneuver 
in and out of the strip mall across 
Oaklawn Avenue, joining the traf
fic flow on the busy street, not 
noticing the patch of green or the 
pergola, now a bit battered. But on 
O ld Spring Street, the steps still 
lead down into the garden and its 
monument to a dream of peace. 

Geraldine Foster is a past president 
of the Rhode Island Jewish Historical 
A ssociation. 
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S CIENCE AND SOCIETY 

The rise and fall of college admission quotas 
For 21st century 
students, Latin 

not required 

G R ADUATE educa-
10n - beyond that which 
fe's experiences provide 
was, until recently, the 

fulfillment of one student and one 
scholar-mentor studying together. 

Dr. Stanley 
Aronson 

It had been a 
lengthy appren
ticesh ip, providing 
the basis for much 
of the formal 
education in the 
classical profes
sions. Only when 
isolated scholars 
found it conve-
nient to share a 
building, a corner 

damental yearning to learn. After 
centuries, these informal arrange
ments evolved into institutions of 
higher learning with classrooms, 
libraries, administrative cadres and 
formal matriculation requirements. 

By the 19th century, the number 
of applicants to many of the profes
sional colleges, especially medicine 
and law, exceeded their educational 
capacities, and some mechanism 
was then sought to select which 
students to accept and which to 
deny admission. The process began 
by first declaring the maximum 
number to be admitted each year. 
The title for the process was chosen 
from the Latin, numerus clausus 
(closed number). 

example. Prior to the reign of 
Tsar Alexander II, there were 
few restrictions based on ethnic
ity or relig ion (called prolsenlnaya 
norma), and Russian Jews entered 
the institutions of higher learning 
in impressive numbers. Indeed, the 
more Orthodox segments of the 
Jewish community were opposed to 
their children entering the secular 
state universities for fear that they 
would be turned away from the 

Russia respond? By religious con
version, falsifying their names, 
purchasing counterfeit baptism 
certificates, overt bribery of state 
officials and emigrating to Western 
Europe where educational entrance 
requirements were less oppressive 
and more merit-based. 

The most egregious forms of 
state-s ponso red di scrimination 
were widely practiced in Russia, 
Poland, Rumania and H ungary. 

such stipulations; but the private 
universities, particularly the more 
prestigious ones in the Northeast
ern states, found alternate ways of 
excluding those thought to be less 
socially worthy of their concept of 
the "educated adult." 

And so, the idea of quotas was 
inaugurated to maintain the "desir
able integrity and character" of its 
student body. And thus was born 
the idea of collegiate quotas- largely 
confined to Jewish, Southeastern 

"These early 
col/egia had neither 

entry fees nor 
declared admission 

requirements." 

E uropean and African-American 

of a monastery 
or even a village with many other 
teacher-scholars did the idea of an 
assemblage of scholars (a collegium) 
evolve. And by the late 12th century, 
in a number ofltalian cities such as 
Salerno, Bologna and Padua, colle
gia in the various learned disciplines 
coalesced to form universities. 

The second task was to estab
lish criteria for admission; and so, 
formal applications were instituted, 
letters of support demanded, tan
g ible academic prerequisites estab
lished and personal interviews 
conducted. The purposes of these 
many matriculation interdictions 
were initially laudable: It was a 
mechanism whereby the maximum 
feasible number of academically
eligible students were admitted; but 
fu rther, and also commendable, it 
was a parallel outreach to encourage 
under-represented segments of the 
population (such as the Ukrainian 
peasantry) to enter elitist professions 
such as teaching or law. In truth, it 
was a primitive form of affirmative 
action . 

THE OLDEST UNIVERSITY in Poland: The Jagiellonian University. applicants. · 

These early collegiums had neither 
entry fees nor declared admission 
requirements. All arrangements, 
including fees, were between the 
student - typically coming from a 
distant land - and his prospective 
professor (one who professed to 
know his subject). A s tudent needed 
to be conversant in Latin - the 
lingua franca of Europe - have the 
funds for both the tutor ~nd their 
joint upkeep, and presumably a fun-

Since many of the E uropean 
governments directly controlled 
their universities, the numerus dau
sus accordingly becam e a legislative 
responsibility. 

Consider Tsarist Russia, for 

fai th of their fa thers. But by 1880, 
the proportion of Jewish university 
students in the Odessa region had 
risen to an impressive 35.2 percent 
and in the province of Vilna, 26. 7 
percent. 

M uch resistance now material
ized to this explosive intellectu
alization of the Jewish youth and 
oppressive numeric restrictions 
explicitly constrained or even for
bade the admission of Jewish youth 
(numerus nullus). 

H ow did the Jewish youth of 
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England had its religious require
ments until the mid-19th century 
requiring matriculants of Cam
bridge and Oxford to be suppli
cants of the Anglican faith (which is 
why so many physicians in colonial 
America were graduates of Edin
burgh which accepted non-con
formist C hristians and D eists.) 

A century of struggle by young 
Jewish students has led to a more 
satisfactory current situation in 
terms of admissions to the pres
tigious universities of this nation. 
Jewish quotas are a thing of the past, 
but only the very recent past. The 
next column will further explore 
religious and ethnic restrictions to . 
universities. 

To paraphrase E dgar Allen Po.e: 
"'Qyotas?' said the raven. 'Never
more.'" 

A nd in the U nited States? No 
state-supervised numerus clau
sus laws pertaining to religion or 
eth nicity were enacted since the 
Constitution expressly · forbade 

Stanley M . A ronson, M .D ., is dean 
of medicine emeritus, Brown Univer
sity. Contact him al smamd@cox.ne/. 
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OBITUARIES 
Evelyn (Fried) Beacken 

VOORHEES, N.J. - Evelyn Beacken 
died on Sept. 25. She was the wife of 
the late Abraham Beacken, and the · 
mother of Lynda (Stephen) Beacken 
Hopkins and Marc (Anne) Beacken. 
She was the sister of Mollie Sklut of 
Warwick, and the late Shirley Wilk 
who had lived in Cranston, and the 
grandmother of Benjamin, Jeffrey, 
David, Shoshanna and Gabrielle. 
She leaves her nieces, Sharon 
Rice of Cranston, Beverly Reuter 
of Stoughton, Mass. and Marsha 
Scherr, formerly of Cranston, and 
her deceased nephew, Larry Wilk, 
who had lived in Cranston. 

Contributions may be made to 
the Lions Gate Chapter of Hadas
sah, P.O. Box 2911, Cherry Hill, NJ 
08003. 

Frances S. Dorsch, 76 

MILWAUKEE - Frances S. Dorsch, 
of 1414 North Prospect Ave., Mil
waukee, died on Sept. 25. She was 
the wife of the late Gordon Dorsch. 
Born in Providence, she was a 
daughter of the late Louis and Julia 
(Wine) Wine. 

She was the mother of Gary 
Dorsch of Boca Raton, Fla., Susan 
Glickstein of New Berlin, Wis. and 
Lisa Chaiken of Chandler, Ariz. She 
was the sister of Maurice "Moe" 
Wine of Cranston and the late Rosy
lyn Blazer; and the grandmother 
of Rachel and Joshua Dorsch and 
David and Jacob Glickstein. 

Contributions may ·be made to 
any local hospice facility. 

Freda (Posniack) 
Finkelstein, 93 

FALL RIVER - Freda Finkelstein, 
of Fall River, died on Sept. 14. She 
was the wife of the late Harry Fin
kelstein. Born in Fall River, she was 
a daughter of the late Hyman and 
Ethel ( Garonsky) Posniack. 

She had held a variety of positions 
over the years in the secretarial field, 
including as a secretary to the Com
missioner of Commerce & Develop
ment in Boston. She also enjoyed 
her experience in clothing sales, and 
taught shorthand at night school in 

the Fall River School Department. 
An avid reader, she took great 

pleasure in serving as the librarian 
for the Adas Israel Synagogue. She 
was a member of the congregation 
and its Sisterhood. She helped plan 
events for the synagogue, as well, 
and played the piano as a volunteer 
at the Jewish Home for the Aged. 

She leaves her sons, Joel 
Finkelstein of Fall River, and Ellis 
Finkelstein of Sarasota, Fla. She also 
leaves her grandchildreR, Justin and 
Dorian Finkelstein; and her great
granddaughter Caitlyn. She was the 
sister of the late Ruth Radovsky and 
Rosaleigh Posniack. 

Donations may be made to the 
Adas Israel Synagogue or the charity 
of your choice. 

Hannah F. Goldberg, 77 
YELLOW SPRINGS, Ohio - Hannah 
Goldberg died on Sept. 24. 

She was provost of Wheaton Col
lege from 1983 to 1998, a period 
that included a transition to co-edu
cation. She transformed Wheaton's 
curriculum with a new emphasis on 
non-Western cultures and a com
mitment to learning outside the 
classroom. She created the Filene 
Center for Work afld Learning, an 
innovative approach to experiential 
learning that evolved from her work 
at Antioch College in Ohio where 
she served for 26 years as a profes
sor and a dean. 

She was born on Jan. 28, 1933 
in the Bronx, N.Y., to Charles and 
Minnie Friedman. A member of the 
first co-ed class at the Bronx High 
School of Science, she graduated 
magna cum laude from Brandeis 
University. In 1962, she earned a 
master's degree and, in 1964, a 
doctorate in history from the Johns 
Hopkins University. 

After retiring in 1998, she moved 
to Providence, where she began 
a consulting career and joined the 
boards of Temple Beth-El and Com
munity Preparatory School. She 
helped launch dozens of new and 
innovative programs. 

Her post-surgical impairments 
brought her back to Yellow Springs 
where she entertained friends who 

visited her, basking in her delight 
· in seeing them, her interest in all 

matters large and small, and her 
legendary sense of humor. 

She leaves her daughter, Lisa 
Goldberg; her sister and brother
in-law, Zelda Raider (Arny); her 
sister-in-law, Dorothy Chapnik; her 
brother-in-law, Ken Skolnik; many 
nieces and nephews, her lifelong 
friends, Bob Friedman and Ilse and 
Cy Tebbetts, and her "grand-dogs," 
Gracie and Tana. 

A memorial service is scheduled 
for Sunday, Oct. 24, at 1 p.m. in the 
Glen Helen Building, Yellow Springs, 
Ohio. A second celebration of her 
life will be held on Nov. 21 at 1 p.m. at 
Wheaton College, in Norton, Mass. 

Donations may be made to the Dr. 
Hannah Goldberg Endowed Schol
arship at Community Prep School, 
126 Somerset St., Providence, RI 
02907 or the Yellow Springs Com
munity Foundation, P.O. Box 274, 
Yellow Springs, OH 45387. 

Elliott Gordon, 88 
EAST GREENWICH Elliott 
Gordon of Greenwich Bay Manor 
died on Sept. 20. He was the hus
band of the late Vera (Levine) 
Gordon. 

Born in Boston, a son of the late 
Max and Annie (Lerner) Gordon, he 
had lived in East Greenwich for one 
year, previously living in Warwick for 
l0years. 

He worked for Store Service 
Press in Boston for 45 years, retir
ing in 1985. He was a member of the 
Boston Deaf Club. 

He was the father of Mark Gordon 
and his wife, Janis, of Hanover, 
Mass.; Adrian Blue of Philadelphia ; 
and Marlene Bellini and her hus
band, Angelo, of North Kingstown; 
and the grandfather of Stephanie, 
Amber and Isabella. 

Contributions may be made to 
the American Heart Association, 
275 Westminster St., Providence, RI 
02903. 

Earle L. Kriss, 61 
RUMFORD - Earle Kriss died unex
pectedly on Sept. 23. He was the 
husband of Melanie Elman. Born 
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in Providence, a son of Elizabeth 
(Wilk) Kriss and the late Seymour 
Kriss, he was a lifelong resident of 
Rhode Island. 

A Roger Williams College gradu
ate, he was the owner of The Car 
Guy Auto Sales and of Kriss, Inc. He 
was a member of Temple Ema nu-El. 

He is also survived by his children, 
Scott David Kriss of Boston, and 
Alexandra Elman Kriss of Rumford; 
his sister, Sherry Kriss of Cranston; 
and his granddaughter, Myer Kriss. 

Donations may be made to 
Ronald McDonald House, 45 Gay 
St., Providence, RI 02905-2322. 

Bertha Rosenfield, 90 
NEW BERN, N.C. - Bertha Rosen
field of Homeplace Assisted Living 
died on Sept. 26. She was the wife 
of the late Isidor Rosenfield. Born in 
Fall River, she was a daughter of the 
late Moses and Bessie Lucove. 

She was the mother of Henry 
Rosenfield of Troy, Mich., Jack 
Rosenfield of Lakewood, Colo. and 
Susan Rosenfield of New Bern, N.C. 
She was the sister of George Lucove 
of Fall River, Mildred Greenberg 
of Beverly Hills, Calif. and the late 
Irving Lucove, Fay Block and Sarah 
Ludman. 

Contributions may be made to 
the American Heart Association or 
Alzheimer's Association, Chicago, IL. 

Lenore "Lenny" R. Tesler, 86 
ELSEWHERE - Lenore Tesler, of 
Boca Raton, died on Sept. 21. She 
was the wife of Jerome J. "Jerry" 
Tesler for 66 years. 

Born in New York City, a daugh
ter of the late Joseph and Harriet 
(Janckoff) Feldman, she had lived 
in Florida for 26 years, previously 
residing in Providence for 40 years. 
She was a manager at Town & 
Country, a women's apparel shop, 
in Providence. She attended N.Y.U. 
An avid tennis player and golfer, she 
was a member of Crestwood and 
Ocean Breeze country clubs. 

She was the mother of Susan 

Tesler, of San Rafael, Calif., and the 
late Michael Tesler; and the sister · 
of the late Fred Feldman. She was 
the grandmother of Rebecca, Amie, 
Jyl and Sarah; and the great-grand
mother of Emily. 

Contributions may be made to 
Hospice By The Sea, 1531 West Pal
metto Rd., Boca Raton, FL 33486-
3395. 

Middle Eastern Briefs 
Israel intercepts Jewish 
boat headed for Gaza 

OTA) - Israeli comman
dos peacefully intercepted a 
boat carrying Jewish activists 
who hoped to breach Israel's 
embargo of the Gaza Strip. 

Israeli Navy boats blocked 
the Irene, which was carry
ing 10 passengers and . crew, 
at about midday Tuesday and 
diverted the boat to Israel's 
Ashdod seaport. 

The boat is carrying toys 
and medical equipmi,nt for 
the Gaza Community Mental 
Health Programme. 

Clinton, Syrian official 
discuss Israel-Syria talks 

WASHINGTON OTA) -
Hillary Rodham Clinton met 
with the Syrian foreign min
ister and discussed reviving 
Israeli-Syrian peace talks. 

The U.S. secretary of state 
met with Walid Muallem on 
the sidelines of the launching 
of this year's U.N. General 
Assembly, the signature annual 
event that brings together for
eign ministers otherwise not 
inclined to meet one-on-one. 

Netanyahu has said he is 
not interested in reviving talks 
with Syria where they left off 
under his predecessor, Ehud 
Olmert. 
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Ten years after making aliyah 
plies. Israeli-born, 
she speaks perfect 
H ebrew and English. 

American-born 
woman looks back on 

past decade 

KARN EI SH OM
RON, West Bank 
(JTA) - Just weeks 
after we immigrated 

to I srael in August 2000, I was 
summoned to the principal's 
office of my daughter's elemen
tary school. Two weeks earlier, 
she had entered first grade. 

My five children 
all started school this 
month with confi
dence and the proper 
supplies. This time, 
we all know what 
we're doing. 

My oldest daugh
ter, now in the 
11th grade, speaks, 
dresses and acts 
like a native Israeli. 
Though she remem
bers the trauma of 
that first year, she is 
acing her studies and 
lias a packed social 
life. And the woman 
whose front seat I 
dampened with my 
tears is now one of 
my closest friends in 
I srael. 

As my family and I 
mark our 10th anni

The principal neither spoke nor 
understood much English, and 
I neither spoke nor understood 
much Hebrew. But, she man
aged to communicate to me that 
my daughter would not have as 
many hours of assistance during 
the school day as we thought. 
The teacher was having difficulty 
teaching a child "fresh off the 
boat" who could not understand 
a word of Hebrew - though she 
could read the language per
fectly, having learned it in kin-

versary in Israel, I '-"''-'-....;..._.--. __ 
am overcome with 
mixed emotions. 

It wasn't easy to 
pack up and leave our 

MARCY OSTER, center, with her five children on a hike in the northern Galilee 
10 years to the month since they made aliyah. 

FIRST PERSON 

dergarten at a C leveland-area 
day school. 

I left the school and began the 
mile-long trek back to our apart
ment (we would not buy our first 
car, which we are still driving, 
for another six months), when a 
car pulled up and offered me a 
ride. The driver was an English
speaking woman with a daughter 
in my first-grader's class wh~ had 
made aliyah many years before 
us. 

When she asked how every
thing was going, I burst into 
tears. She consoled me and 
promised that our life in Israel 
would only get better. 

Ten years later, my youngest 
daughter has just entered first 
grade. She arrived in the class
room with her pink backpack 
filled with the proper school sup-

family and friends to come here. 
It wasn't easy to adjust to a new 
culture, a new language, and a 
new way of life. 

But we knew Israel would be 
the best place to raise our Jewish 
children, where they would learn 
about their Jewish past, partici
pate in their Jewish present and 
prepare for their Jewish future 
and where we would have a 
front-row seat to Jewish history. 

During our "Living in Israel" 
workshops in Cleveland before 
we made aliyah, a Clevelander 
who dedicated her life to help
ing Jews make aliyah, though she 
never did, told us again and again 
that it would not be easy here. 
But if you can make it, Shirley 
Goodman always added, it will 
be worth it. It was a mantra that 
she drilled inside my head, and 
one that 1 whisper to myself even 
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now, when the going gets tough. 
Learning Hebrew has been a 

struggle for me. With my dearth 
of Hebrew language skills, my 
Midwestern accent and my lack 
of Middle Eastern aggressive
ness, I am often asked how long I 
have been here by I sraelis on the 
street. When I answer, sheep
ishly, "Ten years," they cluck 
their tongues, reprimanding me 
for my poor H ebrew. My kids 
speak perfect Hebrew, I assure 
them. 

While I can get through a 
shopping t rip and an elemen
tary school open house, having a 
protracted conversation with an 
Israeli neighbor still eludes me. 
H ence, most of my close friends 
in Israel remain Anglos. 

We moved to the W est Bank 
community of Karnei · Shornron 

because my husband's three sis
ters and their fami lies already 
lived here. o absorption center 
could have made us feel as wel
come as they did and still do. It 
didn't take us long to realize it 
wasn't just any new home com
munity. 

Shortly after the first anni
versary of our aliyah, on our way 
home from the Israeli ciry of Kfar 
Saba for a celebratory dinner, we 
were caught in a one-hour traf
fic jam on the two-lane highway 
that leads to our community. Ten 
minutes ahead of us, a family 
from our neighborhood driving a 
minivan similar to ours had been 
attacked by Palestinian snipers, 
leaving the pregnant mother of 
five dead and her husband and 
oldest daughter in wheelchairs. 

The second Palestinian inti-
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ISRAEL 

"But if you can 
make it, it will be 
worth it. 1t was 
a mantra that 1 

whispered to myself 
when the going 

got tough." 

fada had begun less than two 
months after our aliyah, and the 
fact that I could not understand 
the H ebrew news and had lim
ited Internet access served me 
well. If I had known during that 
first year of our aliyah how bad 
things really were, I probably 
would have turned around and 
fled back to C leveland. Instead, 
our neighbors called us brave. 

Since then we have witnessed 
evacuation from the Gaza Strip, 
wars in Lebanon and Gaza, 
and a host of peace initiatives. 
Recently, with the re-launching 
of direct peace talks between 
Israel and the Palestinians, 
attacks on our road again have 
increased. 

Immigrants from the United 
States are still coming - 3,350 
from September 2009 until this 
September alone. They come, 
even as we face our most seri
ous water shortages ever, as our 
political leaders are investigated 
on corruption charges left and 
right, as Hamas gains power on 
our southern border and Hezbol
lah on our northern border, as we 
hold our collective breaths and 
wonder which direction the cur
rent peace talks with the Pales
tinians will take. 

In the days leading up to our 
aliyah's 10th anniversary, we 
hosted for Shabbat dinner a 
family that had just made aliyah 
to our community. In their voices 
I could hear the stress and panic, 
as well as the excitement and 
hope. I cannot imagine doing it 
all over again. 

This week I took my oldest 
child, my 16-year-old daughter 
whose first-grade year was so 
tough on both of us, to get her 
te'udat zehut, the national iden
tiry card. Next to her smiling 
picture, her card identified my 
husband and me as her Israeli 
parents. The card represents a 
victory of sorts. We did it. 

Editor's Note: D o you know 
someone who made aliyah years ago 
and remained in Israel? Or others 
who realized aliyah wasn't right far 
them? If they have a Rhode Island 
or Southeastern Massachusetts con
nection, we'd love to share their 
stories. Contact 1he Jewish Voice 
& Herald, at nkirsch@JFRI.org 
with subject line: ALIYAH, or 
call Nancy Kirsch at421-4111, ext. 
168. 



SIMCH s 

I N JUNE 20, Shayna 
H ersh of Providence, and 
Michael Fe! of Miami, 

Fla., were married. Rabbi Alvan 
Kaun fer of Providence and Rabbi 
M ark Cooper of South Orange, N .J. 
co-officiated the ceremony, held at 
Temple Emanu-El in Providence. 

The bride is studying for a master's 
in social work at H unter College in 
New York, with a concentration on 
children and their fam ilies with spe
cial needs. The groom is in his last 
year as a rabbinical student at the 
Jewish Theological Seminary. 

Shayna is the daughter of Leah 
and Kenneth Hersh of Providence 
and Michael is the son of Susana and 
Isaac Fel of M iami, Fla. 

MAX RICHTER with his grandfather, Arthur Richter 

EDDINGS inspire 
words of poetry and 
song. We wish all 

brides and grooms much joy and 
nakhes as they start thei r lives 
together. Here, some words on 
love and marriage! 

'1 am my be/O'Ved 's and my belO'Ved 
is mine." 

Song of Songs 6:3; reprinted in 
Jewish Wisdom, by Rabbi Joseph 
Telushkin, published by W illiam 
Morrow and Company, 1994. 

"Brevity may be the soul of w it, 
but not when someone's saying 1 love 
you. " 

Judith Viorst, in Redhook, Feb
ruary 1975, reprinted in The Quot
able Jewish Woman, edited and 
compiled by Elaine Bernstein 
Partnow, published by Jewish 
Lights Publishing, 2004. 

N KEEPING WITH 
their bi-coastal adventures, 
M ax Richter, age 13, and 

and his grandfather, Arthur Rich
ter, 71, reunited on Sept. 11 in 
Provincetown, M ass . for the 22nd 
annual Swim fo r Life. The swim 
is a fundraiser that brought 405 
swimmers together from across the 
United States to swim 1.5 miles 
across Provincetown H arbor. 

Together grandson and grand
father raised $4,630; the total 
fundrai ser generated more than 
$200,000 in donations for several 
different Provincetown and Lower 
Cape nonprofit organizations. 
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CE E 
AREN BERNAT of 
Barrington won three 
gold medals - fo r waltz, 

tango and foxtrot - and one silver 
meda l - fo r Viennese waltz - at 
the 2010 United States Dance 
Championships. The competitions 
were held on Sept. 7 - 11 at a hotel 
in O rl ando, Fla. 

She studies ballroom dance with 
Petr Dubovsky, of Savaria Dance 
Studio. 

KAREN BERNAT 
and her dance 
partner, Petr 
Dubovsky 
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"Gregory Levey doesn't solve the 

' ~ problems of the Middle East, but he does 

(0) make them funny, which is almost as 

/(r hard. A great read ." - Peter Beinart, 

WJ author of The Icarus Syndrome 
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