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Poll: Jewish support for 
Obama falling 

Gap narrows between 
Jews and non-Jews 

BY JTA STAl"F 

WASHINGTON UTA) - Jewish 
approval of President Obama is 
dropping, a new national survey 
has found. 

Some 51 percent of American 
Jews approve of the job Obama is 
doing, compared to the 44 per
cent who disapprove, according to 
a just-completed American Jewish 
Committee (AJC) survey. The 
numbers represent a drop from the 
57 percent approval rating Obama 
got from Jews the last time the 
AJC did a survey, in March, and a 
sharp decline from the 79 percent 
approval rating Obama had among 
Jews in a May 2009 poll. Obama 
captured 78 percent of the Jewish 
vote in the presidential election 
two years ago. 

The survey also showed 49 per
cent approving of the Obama 
administration's handling ofU.S.
Israel relations, and 45 percent 
disapproving. The AJC's March 
survey registered a 55 percent 
approval rating for Obama on that 
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issue, with 37 percent disapprov
ing. 

The differences between the 
two polls taken six months apart 
show both waning Jewish support 
for Obama and a narrowing of the 
gap between Jews and non-Jews 
regarding their opinion of Obama. 
Until now, Jewish approval of 
Obama has usually exceeded that 
of the general population by more 
than 10 points; this latest poll puts 
Obama's Jewish approval rating 
at just 6 points higher than the 
national average of 45 percent. 

The poll also showed a spike in 
Jewish support for Republicans in 
Congress - from percentages in 
the low 20s in previous elections to 
33 percent in this poll. 

The margin of error for the poll 
is 3 percent. For the survey, Syno
vate, formerly Market Facts, inter
viewed 800 self-identified Jews 
selected from a consumer mail 
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2011 ANNUAL COMMUNITY CAMPAIGN 

'We're calling to help you' 

RICHARD LICHT 

7he need is 
compelling, the 

time is now 
B Y R1c 11 Ano A . L1c HT 

Special to 7he Voice & H erald 

IN THE MIDST of 
making calls and reach
ing out to friends and 
neighbors to ask for their 

commitment to our Annual 

CAMPAIGN, Page 10 

The incredible impact your gift can make 
" LFRED," an elderly • $46 allows for one month of 

ewish gentleman whose Jewish learning with The Moth
tory you will read m ers Circle for a non-Jewish mom 

Richard Licht's accompanying raisingJewish kids. 
article, benefits from programs • $250 keeps the lights and heat 
and services funded, m part, by on for a family that is otherwise 
your donations to the Annual struggling to pay their utility 
Community Campaign. bills. 
Did you know? • $700 supplies educational 
• A donation of $18 means a tools to the Emunah Children's 
family will receive two weeks' Center in Afula, Israel provid-
worth of kosher food. Alfred ing life-skills for disadvantaged 
and his wife receive food pack- youth. 
ages from the Louis and Goldie • $925 maintains a family's 
Chester Full Plate, Kosher Food Jewish Community Center of 
Pantry. Rhode Island membership when 
• A donation of $365 ensures economic necessity would 0th-
monthly visits to Alfred and his erwise force them to resign. 
wife from a friendly, trained vol- • $1,100 gives the gift of two 
unteer for a year. weeks at a Jewish overnight 

Your gift to the Annual Com- summer camp to a deserving 
munity Campaign also helps child. 
support programs and services No single gift can touch more 
for children and families. Jewish lives, in more meaningful 
• $40 gives one child's family the ways, than your gift to the 2011 
gift of PJ Library for a full year. Annual Community Campaign. 

Loyalty oath causes stir in Israel 
US. Jewish groups 

decline to comment, 
citing delicate 
negotiations 
B Y R ON KAM PEAS 

WASHINGTON UTA) - A day 
after Israel's Cabinet announced 
that it would consider making a loy
alty oath mandatory for non-Jewish 

immigrants, the question put to 
The Israel Project's president and 
founder was simple enough. 

"How did your organization 
react?" Natasha Mozgovoya, the 
Washington correspondent for 
Israel's daily Haaretz, asked Jen
nifer Laszlo Mizrahi at a news 
conference last week announcing 
an expansion of The Israel Project's 
activities. 

"We didn't put out a press 

release," was all M izrahi would say. 
The story, making headlines 

in Israel and around the world, 
redounded into emptiness in the 
mainstream American Jewish 
establishment even after the Cabi
net approved the oath in a vote 
Sunday. 

The silence reflected a reluctance 
to criticize Israel at a delicate period 

LOYALTY, Page 30 

LEFT, MADISON (MADDIE) 
BERRIO became a bat mitzvah 
on Oct. 9 at Temple Am David. 
Read more about Madison and 
other students' experiences at 
Am David in our special Bar/ Bat 
M itzvah section, beginning on 
page 18. 
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JFRI announces first-time camper incentive grant 

One Happy Camper with 8500 provided by JFRI and J ~ . 
$500 from FJC. There are eligibility I t'. 

Incentive Grant requirements that families should · .• 
keep in mind, says Claire Roche, 

program comes to the senior planning associate at 

Rhode Island ]FRI. Campers must have never 
previously attended a non-profit 

B Y BRIAN SULLI VAN 

bsu/livan@j.fri.org 

TIE JEWISH Federation 
f Rhode Island CTFRI) 
as partnered with the 
oundation for Jewish 

Camps (FJC) to offer camping 
incentive grants for the summer of 
2011. JFRI's Community Develop
ment Committee (CDC) allocated 
funds to support up to 20 students 
from greater Rhode Island who will 
attend a Jewish overnight camp for 
the first time. 

Linn Freedman, chair of the 
Jewish Life and Learning sub-com
mittee of the CDC, says that "The 
CDC increased overall funding for 
camping by roughly 60 percent in 
the last allocations cycle as a reflec
tion of the importance of a Jewish 
camp experience and because camp
ing was specifically identified as a 
priority area in the 2008 strategic 
plan. The partnership with the FJC 
was a next logical step. In addition 
to allowing us to support camping 
in a more significant way, the FJC 
offers a grant-matching program, 
so we can make our community's 
resources go fusther. It's a win-win 
for the community and the families 
who want to send their children to 
camp." 

Families will have the oppor
tunity to apply for $1,000 grants, 

Jewish overnight camp for 19 con
secutive days or longer before apply
ing for the grant. Campers must be 
registered for and attend a qualified 
camp. And, first-time campers must 
not currently be enrolled in a dai.ly 
immersive Jewish experience such 
as a Jewish day school or yeshiva. 
These requirements are in place in 
part to provide an immersive Jewish 
experience to those children who 
have not yet had one. 

Roche says, "W e will have a Web 
site up and running shortly through 
which families can apply for a 
grant. Eligible participants will 
receive a Sl,000 grant toward the 
cost of their child's enrollment at a 
qualified camp. In the meantime, 
families can view the list of quali
fied camps, which includes Rhode 
Island's own Camp JORI, at www. 
onehappycamper.org." 

A n information session about the 
campership incentive program will 
be held on Saturday, Oct. 23 al the 
Yashar E vening of Jewish R enais
sance. Full program details for the 
Yashar E vening of Jewish R enaissance 
are available at www.bjeri.org and on 
pages 12-13 of this issue. Parents with 
questions are also welcome to contact 
Claire R oche al 331-0956, ext. 185 or 
croche@bjen.org. 

Brian Sullivan is a marketing asso
ciate al ]FRI. 

At Tamarisk, tradit ion is one of our many hallmarks. 
Everyday, we celebrate life by focusing on family, 
culture, and the many wonderful life enriching services 
and amenities offered to our residents - while ensuring · 
the utmost in safety and peace of mind. 

Choose from spacious studio. one or two 
bedroom apartments - and studio or companion 
apartments in our Renaissance Memory Support w ing. 

To arrange a personal visit.call Dianne: 
401 -732-0037 • www.tamariskri.org 

fflf',.. ACarehnk Member .-.:J A Community of Jewish Seniors Agency of RI 

/ Foundation for Jewish Camp 

THIS "SHALOM" SIGN greets visitors at a Jewish camp. 

/ Foundation for Jew ish Camp 

THESE CAMPERS AT a Jewish camp display youthful exuberance. 

Our Inclusive Pricing Means Savings for You! 

1t·M f tf' Ir ~ ~ Y.f$t~'!i,;I~ 

TAMAR.JSK 

Where life It Celebrated" 
3 Shalom Drive Warwick, RI 02886 

At<oeter_l,,"I)_ 
s._..-i,,,toKa!lll.CQmt-,,d~-

wwwjvhri.org 

Mission of 
The Jewi,sh Voice & HeraM 

THE MISSION of The 
Jewish Voice & H erald 
1s to communicate 

Jewish news, ideas and ideals by 
connecting and giving voice to 
the diverse views of the Jewish 

community in Rhode Island and 
Southeastern M assachusetts, 
while adhering to Jewish va.lues 
and the professional standards of 
journalism. 

www.BonnieSellsHouses.com 
#1 Coldwell Banker 

Residential Brokerage Agent 
in RI - 2009 

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE 

Bonnie Kaplan 
401-374-4488 
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Mearsheimer asserts: The two-state solution is dead 
Is apartheid in 

Israels inevitable 
future? 

BY ELIZABETH H OLLANDER 

Special to 1be Voice & Herald 

PROVIDENCE - In a Sept. 27 
talk at Brown University, Professor 
John Mearsheimer of the Univer
sity of Chicago asserted that the 
two-state solution to the Israeli
Palestinian conflict was "dead." 
The most likely outcome, he said, 
was that Israel would become some 
form of an apartheid state. 

The student g roup, Common 
Ground: Justice and Equal
ity in Israel/Palestine, invited 
Mearsheimer, an award-wi nning 
international relations scholar, and 
co-author of 7he Israel L obby and 
U.S. Foreign Policy, published in 
2007 by Farrar, Straus and Giroux. 
The book, a New York Times best
seller, asserts that a pro-Israel 
lobby has significant influence on 
our domestic foreign policy toward 
the Middle East in ways that 
undermine the long-term inter
ests of both Israel and the United 
States. Brown's j ournal of World 
Affairs, the Office of International 
Affairs, the W atson Institute for 
International Studies, and the 
International Relations Program 
co-sponsored his visit. 

Speaking to an audience of 
approximately 170 individuals who 
were primarily, but not exclusively, 
students about "Greater Israel and 
the American Jewish community," 
Mearsheimer laid out four possible 
alternatives for "greater Israel," the 
land between the Jordan River and 
the Mediterranean Sea. The most 
desirable outcome, he said, and the 
one that he favors, is a two-state 
solution. This outcome, he said, 
won't happen, however, because 
of opposition by Israel's right wing 
leaders, their inability to make the 
concessions necessary for a viable 

PROFESSOR JOHN MEARSHEIMER 
/Jorge Tamames 

Palestinian state, including with
drawing thousands of settlers from 
the West Bank and the lack of a 
real peace conti ngent among the 
Israeli public. 

Further, Mearsheimer argued, 

President Obama, have failed in 
getting them halted. 

A second alternative is a bi
national democratic state, the 
choice of some Jews on the left, 
increasing numbers of Palestin-

"lt is hard to understand why lsrael and 
its American supporters aren't working 

overtime to create a two-state solution." 

the pro-Israel lobby in the United 
States, which includes both Jewish 
and C hristian Z ionist g roups, 
prevents the U.S. government 
from pressuring Israel and thus 
shields Israel from the long term 
negative consequences of its settle
ment policy. Although every U.S. 
president since 1967 has opposed 
settlements, all of them, including 

ians and recently, some Israeli 
politicians on the right. Under 
this option, Israel would no longer 
be a Jewish state, an unpalat
able outcome for most Jews. A 
third alternative, ''ethnic cleans
ing," would involve the expulsion 
of all Palestinians from greater 
Israel. M earsheimer thought this 
option unlikely, but did not rule it 

out g iven the right set of circum
stances. 

Finally, the fourth alterna
tive is some form of apartheid, in 
which "Israel increases its control 
over the Occupied Territories, but 
allows the Palestinians to exercise 
limited autonomy in a set of dis
connected and economically crip
pled enclaves," Mearsheimer said. 
According to Mearsheimer, this 
situation is already emerging. 

Mearsheimer argued that Isra
el's future would be determined 
by the "great ambivalent middle" 
of the Jewish community. If Israel 
becomes a full-blown apartheid 
state, he argued, it would lose the 
support of most American Jews, as 
well as that of the United States, 
because it will be inconsistent with 
liberal values. 

Given the likely g rim future 
of the Jewish state, M earsheimer 
concluded, "It is hard to under
stand why Israel and its American 
supporters aren't working overtime 
to create a two-state solution." 

Following the talk, question
ers probed his deeply pessimistic 
views about the two-state solu
tion. In response to a question 
about the role of the Palestinians, 
Mearsheimer said that the biggest 
mistake of the Palestinians was 
thinking that they could advance 
their cause through violence. The 
future of greater Israel is about the 
battle of ideas, Mearsheimer said, 
and "the Palestinians will win the 
battle of ideas." 

Mearsheimer urged students 
to go to the W est Bank to see 
for themselves the pattern of 
settlements, bypass roads and 
checkpoints that are, in his view, 
building the apartheid state. 

Elizabeth H ollander is a resident 
of Providence, a member of the Adult 
Enrichment Committee al Temple 
Beth-El and the interim co-chair of 
j Street RI Contact her at eliwbeth. 
hollander@tufts.edu. 
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One quick 
stumble ... and 
total disruption 

BY NANCY KIRSCH 

nkirsch@jFRl.org 

B ROKEN NOSE and three 
stitches after falling (here's 
some unsolicited advice -
walking and reading do not 

a good combination make!) on an East 
Side sidewalk? Check. 

1hree days in The Miriam H ospital 
for tests, after mysteriously one's losing 
balance while gardening, thus falling off 
a seven-foot high ledge onto the drive
way? Check. 

Eighteen stitches in one's leg after 
unsuccessfully balancing on a built
in bookcase and a radiator cover while 
doing home repairs? Check. 

Yep, I probably need both hands to 
count the number of physical mishaps 
I've had as an adult, including these 
examples. I've joked that I should get 
a "frequent user" card to The Miriam 
Hospital, since I've visited its emergency 
room so often. All of these physical mis
haps are my doing. 

When I came to work at 1he Voice & 
Herald, I found a kindred spirit in Leah 
Camara, our graphic designer. Though 
she's a very youthful great-grandmother 
and I'm an "old parent of teens who are 
too young to leave home yet," we're not 
that far apart in age. And, like me, Leah 
has had her own share of "I Love Lucy" 
accidents. The one that I remember 
hearing about most often was the time 
she fell off a ladder one not so long-ago 
Christmas and broke both her arms! 

Until Oct. 5, her accidents, like mine, 
were off-site. Then, Fate - or my clumsi
ness - intervened. As we walked down 
the hall together, I reached over to pat · 
her shoulder and my foot somehow 
intercepted hers. One quick stumble, 
a fall to the carpeted hallway and the 
result? She has a broken metatarsal; now · 
booted up and in pain, she is under doc
tor's orders not to drive for several weeks. 
So, along with unintentionally causing 
her physical pain, discomfort and more 
than a small amount of inconvenience, 
I've created yet one more challenge to 
getting the paper "put to bed" every two 
weeks - Leah lives in Tiverton and we 
work in Providence! 

The range of reactions to the accident 
- and my nearly endless self-punishment 
for the guilt I feel - have been enlighten
ing. 

"Well, Nancy, Ed Smith is still talk
ing to me," said my husband after he lis
tened to me gnash my teeth and weep 
about the accident. Ed Smith - and 
that's his real name - is someone who 
broke his shoulder, thanks to an encoun
ter with my husband within hours after 
hitting the ski slopes near Park City! An 
expensive, long-anticipated trip from St. 
Louis to Park City came to a screeching 
halt on its first day; even so, Ed Smith is 
still talking to my husband - and they 
even skied together a year or two later. 

LEAH, Page 6 

IT SEEMS To ME 

Victimhood is. not a moral virtue 
Remembering need not 

mire us in anger 
IS PAST SEPT. 24, at a meet
g of the General Assembly of 
e United Nations, Benjamin 

Netanyahu, Israel 's prime minister, 
delivered a speech which, according to a close 
friend and rabbinical colleague, "eloquently 
and accurately reflects the perspective of Jews 
throughout the world." Yes, the speech is 

Rabbi Jim 
Rosenlierg 

eloquent, especially in its 
opening minutes. 

Netanyahu began his 
remarks by condemning 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, 
the amoral monster who 
had spewed forth his ven
omous and grotesque dis
tortions of the truth from 
that very rostrum the day 
before. In a dramatic refu
tation of Ahmadinejad's 
ongoing assertions that 

the Holocaust is a lie, Israel's prime minister 
produced a copy of the minutes taken on Jan. 
20, 1942, at the notorious conference of Nazi 
leaders held in the Berlin suburb ofWannsee. 
Holding up the paper for all to see, Netanyahu 
declared: "Here is a copy of those minutes, in 
which the Nazis issued precise instructions as 
to how to carry out the extermination of the 
Jews. Is this a lie?" 

And the very next sentence: "A day before 
I was in Wannsee, I was given in Berlin the 
original construction plans for Auschwitz
Birkenau. Those plans are signed by Hitler's 
deputy, Heinrich Himmler himself Here is 
a copy of the plans for Auschwitz-Birkenau, 
where 1,000,000 Jews were murdered. Is this 
too a lie?" . 

It seems to me that the greatest strength ·of 

Netanyahu's speech turns out to be its great
est weakness; for the underlying theme of the 
entire talk is Jewish victimhood, as if being a 
victim is a special category of moral virtue, as 
if it is categorically impossible for the victim 
ever to be unjust. As Peter Beinart points out 
in his ground-breaking article in the June 10 
issue of 1he New York Re'View of Books, "In 
the world of AIPAC, the Holocaust analo
gies never stop, and their message is always 

"Our anger over 
past wrongs is an 

unacknow1edged obstade 
to our efforts to forge 

hea1thy re1ationships with 
non-Jewish groups." 

the same: Jews are licensed by their victim
hood to worry only about themselves." What 
makes the Arab-Israeli conflict so intractable 
is that BOTH sides see themselves as victims 
and that therefore both sides insist that justice 
is on their side. 

Wherever I go, I hear variations of this 
theme of Jewish victimhood. My friend Sy 
Dill, an articulate and engaged member of 
our local Jewish community, put it this way 
in a recent email to me: "I see the world .. . as 
a continuation of the Holocaust . . .Instead of 
the 'Aryan Nazis' that wished to kill us all, 
the world seems to be moving to a state of 
demonizing the Jewish Zionist experiment as 
a prelude to mass murder. At the very least 
they would kick .us out of Tel Aviv ... you have 
to be an ostrich not to see where all this is 
leading. We're looking at a heap of trouble .. ." 

Now it cannot be denied that time and 
time again we Jews have been the victims of 
monstrous cruelty and injustice. Indeed, our 
Torah commands us to remember the wrongs 
our enemies have wrought against us. 

Zakhor! Remember' Remember how the 
Egyptians enslaved us. Remember what 
Arnalek did unto us. Remember how Haman 
tried to annihilate us, how Antiochus tried 
to break our bodies and our spirits, how 
the Romans crushed us, how the Crusad
ers spilled rivers of Jewish blood, how the 
Spanish inquisitors burned us at the stake. 
Remember Bogdan Chmielnicki and his 
furious, murderous Cossacks. Remember 
Hitler's insane and total war against the Jews. 
Remember Babi Yar. "Remember how the 
Arabs tried io drive us into the sea. Zakhor! 
Remember! Lo Tishkah! Do not forget! 

There is certainly much to remember, but I 
find it painful but fair to say that our Jewish 
community has been disfigured by our obses
sive recollection of all the injustices that have 
been perpetrated against us throughout the 
millennia. 

Moreover, our anger over past wrongs is 
an unacknowledged obstacle to our efforts to 
forge healthy relationships with non-Jewish 
groups. We need to remind ourselves that the 
imperative to remember is not an imperative 
to hold on forever to a collective anger that 
corrupts and corrodes. Dare we permit our 
anger at past injustices to be the only glue that 
binds us Jews together? Do we Jews really 
want three millennia of victimhood to be the 
"precious legacy" we hand down to our chil
dren and our children's children? · 

James B. Rosenberg is rabbi emeritus at 
· Temple Habonim in Barrington. Contact him at 
rabbiemeritus@templehabonim.org. 

---------LETTERS---------
Habonim congregant 

welcomes 
Sylvia Strauss 

IT SADDENED ME greatly to read 
the letter ("Don't shut the door on a 
fellow Jew," by Anschel E. Strauss in 

the Oct. 1 issue) about Sylvia Strauss, a 
new resident to Providence, being denied 
admittance to Rosh Hashanah services 
because it was too late to purchase a $100 
ticket. 

As a longtime member of Temple 
Habonim in Barrington, I would like Sylvia 
and her son to know that we have an open 
door policy. All are welcome to attend ser
vices during the year and the High Holidays. 
I wish that her son had been aware of our 
policy, and hopefully, Sylvia will join us next 
year, where we will welcome her with open 
arms. 

For it is written: "And if a man from 
another country is living in your land 
with you, do not make life hard for 
him; Let him be to you as one of your 
countrymen and have love for him as for 
yourself; for you were living in a strange 
land, in the land of Egypt: I am the 
Lord your God." (Leviticus, 19:33-34) 

Vicki Karten 
Barrington 

Zasloff's story a poignant one 

IJUST WANTED to say wl,at a 
wonderful article Nancy Kirsch wrote 
in honor of Frank ("With incurable 

leukemia, Zasloff shares his life legacy," 
in the Oct. 1 issue) and his family. It was 
the perfect telling of their story. We ALL 
just wish the ending would be better. He 
will stay strong and we will stay strong 
with him. I could tell by the comments 
on Facebook how much he meant 
to your office. Frank never knew a stranger ... 
always a teaser ... always has .a laugh. 

You are lucky to have him close to you now. 
He and Etta lived across the street from me 
when I was in college and I babysat Julie and 
Zac. It is hard for those of us here in West 

Virginia to do anything 
for him since we are 
so far away. We just 
hope our words on 
cards, Facebook, (_ 
and e-mails keep 
him "Strong like 
bull." Your article did 
that ... a great tribute 
to the family and their 
strength. 

A job well done - with 
a personal touch we could 
feel. 

Marcia Dicken 
Morgantown, West Va. 

Our editorial policy 
WANT OUR OPINION 

ages to represent our readers' 
brant diversity of ideas and 

opinions. Thus, our editorial policy is as 
follows: 1he Voice & Herald may publish 
thoughtful and informative contributors' 
columns (op-eds) and letters to the editor 
on issues of interest to our Jewish commu
nity. At our discretion, we may edit pieces 
for publication or refuse publication. 

Letters and columns, whether from our 
regular contributors or from guest colurn-

nists, represent the views of the authors; 
they do not represent the views of 1he 
Jewish Voice & Herald or the Jewish Federa
tion of Rhode Island. 

Please send letters (250 words, at most) 
and op-eds (700 words or shorter) to Nancy 
Kirsch at nkirsch@JFRI.org (Subject Line: 
OPINIONS) or Nancy Kirsch, 1he Voice 
& Herald, 130 Sessions St., Providence, RI 
02906. Please include your name, city of 
residence and (not fur publication) a contact 
phone number or email. 

wwwjvhri.org 
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FROM THE OLD OLIVETTI 

Keeping everyone happy: An exercise in futility? 
Hasty decision
making leads to 
political uproar, 

dissension 

THERE'S AN OLD 
aphorism: "No good 
deed goes unpunished." 
Case in point, The 

Jewish Standard of Teaneck, N.J. 

Josh 
Stein 

Like The Jewish 
Voice & Herald, 
it has a page to 
announce bar 
and bat mitz
vahs, births, 
engagements 
and weddings. 
But when the 
paper printed 
the announce
ment of a gay 

engagement, the consequences set 
an intercollegiate record for the 
number of times the word "dis
gusting" was used in a single news 
cycle. 

You're familiar with the inci
dent? If not, here are the pertinent 
details. In its Sept. 24 issue, the 
paper stated that two gay Jewish 
men were to marry. This disgusted 

The media need to 
report on Israel s not
so-secret success stories 

LET'S START THIS 
column with a test of 
your IQ (Israel Qyo
tient). I assume that 

readers of The Voice & Herald also 
consume other news and informa
tion about Israel on a rather steady 

Sam 
Lehman 
Wilzig 

basis, so this is 
certainly not a 
test of the paper 
in your hands (or 
screen). 

I' ll also lower 
your own psycho
logical pressure 
regarding the 
"exam." It's not so 
much about how 
much you (don't) 
know of con-
temporary Israel; 

rather, it's about how the media 
(the Jewish ones, especially) don't 
report on what is really going on 
in the Holy Land. Just check off 
which of these items you think are 
true (answers to follow - no peek
ing!). 

1. In 2009, traffic fatalities in 
Israel dropped by about 20 per
cent from the year before. 

2. Despite the IDF's best 
efforts, only a few dozen 1-/aredim 

local Orthodox Jews (in Teaneck, 
a formidable group to antagonize) 
who complained that community 
standards had been violated. 

Embarrassed, the paper issued 
an apology in the next issue and 
said it would never do so again . 
The pro-marriage equality com
munity was disgusted by this 
turnabout and demanded that 
the paper continue to publish gay 
wedding announcements. But that 
reversal sparked an even greater 
furor, prompting the newspaper 
to change course again this week 
- this time expressing regret for 
its hasty apology of the previous 
week. As of now, it's not clear 
what the newspaper's policy will 
be. Adapting a familiar quotation 
(by Sir Walter Scott), "Oh what a 
tangled web we weave, When first 
we practice to please." 

We have four parties at play 
here. First, Avi Smolen and Justin 
Rosen, who wish to marry and, 
though Orthodox, have found a 
local Conservative rabbi willing 
to perform the ceremony. (A quick 
Ask.com search suggests that New 
Jersey does not recognize gay mar
riage, so the whole question may 
be moot anyway- other than sym
bolically.) Then there's The Jewish 
Standard, which thought it was 
doing a mitz.vah by accepting the 

notice (and then by apologizing 
and then by re-apologizing). The 
Orthodox community is trying to 
protect what it considers the sanc
tity of marriage in Jewish law and 
custom while marriage equality 
advocates believe that the newspa
per should reflect current sensibili
ties, or at least their sensibilities. In 
none of the above is there an actual 
error, which makes the problem 
that much more difficult to resolve. 

"lf it were up to 
me, government 
would get out of 

the marriage license 
business." 

(Years ago, the editorial board 
of The Voice & Herald discussed 
what we should do if we received 
a notice of a gay engagement or 
wedding. The debate was heated, 
but polite. Back then, before I had 
a column, I was of the opinion 
that we should think twice before 
offending accepted morality, and 
in the end we took a rare vote and 
narrowly decided to accept what 
we might receive. Since then, we've 

received no such announcements, 
though my guess is that from now 
on we will. As I remember it, the 
word "disgusting" was never used, 
either by the pro- or anti-side, but 
we were younger then.) Now, back 
to our story. 

Qyestion: Should gay people be 
allowed to marry? This is a ques
tion for the states to resolve, not 
me. It pits thousands of years of 
tradition against current standards 
for individual choice. (Ifit were up 
to me, government would get out 
of the marriage license business 
and let the chips fall where they 
may - but it's not up to me.) 

Qyestion: If a gay couple wants 
to marry, should Jewish clergy 
perform the service? (This is a 
relatively easy one, and the New 
Jersey young men found the cor
rect solution. Since what they were 
doing was offensive [disgusting] to 
their rabbi, they found a rabbi who 
would do it.) 

Qyestion: Should rabbinical 
organizations permit or prohibit 
their members from performing 
gay marriages? (The Orthodox 
organizations say "no" unequivo
cally, while the Conservative and 
Reform movements leave it up to 
the rabbis and/or their congrega
tions to decide for themselves. 
This passes the buck. I think the 

-------- REFLECTIONS O F/ IN ISRAEL------

How 'S your IQ (Israel Quotient)? 
have been drafted into the army. 

3. The possibil ity of nuclear 
Iran has so worried Israelis that 
only in Jerusalem (which I ran 
would never attack because of the 
Al Aqsa Mosque) have real estate 
prices risen in the past two years . 

4. Because of the same worry, 
fewer Israelis have returned to 
Israel and fewer olim have made 
aliyah over the past two years. 

5. During the past few months, 
recoverable natural gas worth bil
lions of dollars has been discov
ered off Israel's coast. 

6. Due to the shekel's weakness, 
the Bank oflsrael has sold billions 
of dollars to prop up the national 
currency. 

All right. I' ll wait a moment 
while you look at the answers 
below. 

(Qyestions 1 and 5 are true, all 
the others are false.) 

Surprised? These were the only 
two true statements because I 
purposely composed the others 
in negative terms . In fact, all six 
statements here relate very good 
news: Serious efforts at fixing 
road infrastructure and getting 
tough with waywar.d drivers has 
born fruit; hundreds of Haredim 
have signed up and are serv
ing in the IDF wh ich has gone 
out of its way to make them feel 
welcome; real estate prices have 
gone up everywhere in Israel, but 

the fastest in the Tel Aviv area -
Israelis do not seem to be overly 
worried by the madman in Iran; 
the number of new olim and also 

"Who would 
be emotionally 
attached to a 

schizoid nation 
constantly fighting 
everyone around 

it (and within 
itself, too)?" 

returning Israelis has increased 
significantly in the past two 
years (Why? In a moment, the 
answer to question 6); the larg
est natural gas field discovery of 
the past year in the entire world 
has been made off the Israeli 
coast - enough to provide all the 
country's gas needs until the 22nd 
century; the shekel is so strong 
that Stanley Fischer, the governor 
of the Bank of Israel, has had to 
buy billions (yes, billions!) of dol
lars to keep the strong shekel from 
overwhelming the greenback - a 
testimony to Israel's very strong 
economy (that's attracting all 
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those overseas Israelis to return 
home). 

So why did you flunk this test? 
(If you got at least five of the 
questions right, you can skip the 
rest of this column.) Because of 
the media's incessant drumbeat of 
news on only two subjects: First, 
the peace process, and second, 
religion and state problems. No 
one suggests that these aren't 
important, but just try imagin
ing a European reading day in 
and day out about America's drug 
and violence problems, plus the 
illegal immigrant situation - and 

that's it! No high-tech accom
plishments, no cultural achieve
ments not the fact that the U.S. 
continues to be the main magnet 
for Third World students doing 
post-graduate work and so on. 
Not very balanced, is it? But that's 
the kind of press that Israel tends 
to get from friend and foe alike: 
Conflict and religious extremism. 

Orthodox organizations are cor
rect in taking a stand, unlike the 
Conservative and Reform organi
zations that apparently fear to do 
so.) 

Qyestion: Should Jewish news
papers publish notices of Jewish 
engagements/weddings? (Com
munity standards have changed 
since I was worried about offending 
them. Since getting this column, I 
have offended Orthodox standards 
on a few occasions, but I'm a col
umnist expressing an opinion, not 
the paper of record of the Jewish 
community of Rhode Island. If we 
could avoid offending the Ortho
dox, we should, but we should not 
exclude those who believe in mar
riage equality whether they are gay 
or straight. Does this mean ceas
ing to publish engagement/mar
riage announcements altogether? I 
hope not.) 

Messrs. Smolen and Rosen are 
scheduled to be married on O ct. 
17. It's not an accepting world they 
are entering. I wish them luck. 

josh Stein is a professor of history at 
Roger Williams University. Contact 
him at jstein@rwu.edu. 

Editor's note: 1he J V&H accepts 
engagement and 7..J!edding announce
ments from heterosexual and same
sex couples. 

So what? There was once a time 
when Israel needed American 
philanthropy, so the message that 
came out of Zion was, "We're a 
basket case; please help us." Then 
came the Six-Day War, and the 
age of Israeli mythic heroism set 
in. The swing from one extreme 
to another not only was patently 
unrealistic (on both ends), but it 
also lent Israel an air of unreality. 

Is it any wonder, then, that 
much of American Jewish youth 
today isn't much enthused by 
Israel? After all, who would be 
emotionally attached to a schizoid 
nation constantly fighting every
one around it (and within itself, 

too), even if those fighters are 
"heroic?" 

Israel needs "normalcy" -
not so much in deed (which 
it already mostly has) but 
rather in its image. It's 

time for Israeli policymakers, 
"spin-meisters," along with the 

American Jewish media to 
eflect the complete reality 

of this remarkable country. It 
shouldn't take a high IQto figure 
that out. 

Professor Sam L ehman-Wihig 
teaches at Bar-flan University in 
Israel. In 2008-09 he was Schus
terman Visiting Professor at Brown 
University. Visit his Web site: 
www.p,.,,Jslw.com. 
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Rosenberg's family 
help prods reader 

to write 

ABBI ROSENBERG'S 
necdotal article ("My 
amily's 'help'" in the Sept. 

3 issue) about growing up in sub
urbia with a black "cleaning lady" 
(my mom's term) was certainly a 
memoir with which I could iden
tify. 

New arrivals call 
The Voice & Herald 'splendid' 

My HUSBAND AND I 
recently movecl to Provi

dence after living for more than 
50 years in Pittsburgh. The main 
incentive was our Providence 
family, with three beautiful grand
children. 

However, the task of getting 
settled in an unfamiliar city at our 
age is a formidable challenge. It 
requires finding new routes, new 
resources and new friends. 
The Jewish Voice & Herald has been 

It's painful to 

a splendid help to us in this task. 
The well-balanced array of news, 
informative editorials, the useful 
ads, the relevant information 
about events in the Jewish com
munity and the excellent format 
have greatly facilitated our smooth 
transition to this community. We 
are grateful to the JV&H for pro
viding this valuable introduction to 
Providence and its surroundings. 

Ellen and Gene Sucov 
Providence 

The wondrous memories 
of Willard Ave. continue 

EVER SINCE NORM 
Bolski began the Willard 
Avenue "saga," I have been 

revisiting my own memories. 
I attended kindergarten at a 

school on Willard Avenue and Gay 
Street. Years later, our family moved 
to a three-family house on Wil
lard Avenue. At different times, 
our neighbors were the Bolskis, the 

· Wines .. nd the Braids. 
My mother, Mrs. Banks and 

Mrs. Chester were members of the 
Ladies' Aid Society. Mrs. Ches
ter's son, Samuel, came to our flat 

to give violin lessons to my brother, 
Hyman. His attempts to teach me 
were short-lived, as I was totally 
lacking in musical talent. 

The store on the comer of Wil
lard Avenue and Taylor Street was 
owned by the Nesvest family. Their 
daughter Naomi went to Temple 
Beth-El weekday Hebrew school 
with me. 

We lived there for four years, but 
the other family names I recall are 
too numerous to relate. 

Zelda Banks Feldman 
Cranston 

Our person, who remained with 
our family for 35 years ('ti! death do 
us part?) was "Josephine," and my 
little sister Analee and I could not 
wait for her to come bustling into 
our kitchen entrance each Thurs
day. She brought cheer and an 
unfailing optimism into an other
wise not very happy household. 

To wit: 

envision 

IJUST READ "Don't shut the 
door on a fellow Jew" (the letter 
to the editor from Anschel 

Strauss) in the Oct. 1 issue, and I 
started to cry. How could any syna
gogue be so unbending of the rule 
"without a ticket, you can't attend 
High Holiday services." 

Speak out against anti-Muslim bigotry 
"Good morning, Mrs. Funk!" 
"Good morning, Mr. Funk!" 
"Good morning, Rick!" 
"Good morning, Analee!" 
Note the order of hierarchy! 
The Jewish Voice & Herald - keep 

up the good work. 
Richard Funk,Jr. 

Providence 

Korr captures Sigal 
family's spirit 

IWAS OUT-OF-TOWN for 
the weekend and came home 
to Mary Korr's article on the 

professorship in The Jewish Voice & 
Herald (''A $3 million gift endows 
a professorship"). On behalf of 
our entire family, we thank her for 
a wonderfully touching, portrayal 
of our parents and the spirit of the 
professorship in humanistic medi
cine. 

From the moment we met, we 
had faith that Mary would capture 
its intent, though her insights far 
exceeded our expectations. 

Thank you for her sensitivity, 
accuracy and reflection. 

Susan Bazar 
East Greenwich 

Are you kidding me? How much 
space can one 80-year-old lady take 
up? Would you say the same thing 
to a soldier in the Armed Forces? A 
college student? 

As new residents of Rhode Island 
with a baby, we were turned away 
because of having the baby with us. 
I wanted to move back to Connecti
cut. 

There is a time to pay dues and 
buy a ticket, but there is a time to 
say "come and join us" with no ques
tions asked. 

Judy Finkle 
East Greenwich 

LEAH is cool, calm and collected, 
even in pain 

From Page 4 

"That's why they call them 
accidents - apologize and 
offer to make chicken soup," 
counseled one friend who's a 
member of the clergy. 

"If that's the worst thing 
you ever do to someone, count 
yourself lucky," said another 
friend, who was thinking, per
haps, of my own "two left feet" 
and inimitable ability to wreak 
havoc on myself. 

Leah and I used to banter 
back and forth - who do you 
think is clumsier? That banter
ing will likely continue, given 
her gracious, classy and calm 

response to the accident. Going 
forward, though, there is no 
doubt thar I will win that con
test. I guess it's a good thing 
that'l've got such a strong com
petitive streak. 

Thank you, Leah. I promise 
to stay six feet away from you 
at all times! 

Leah's note: Nancy, I do love 
you, (a very good thing) and it's 
but another little bump in the road 
- minor compared to our good 
friend Frank's big bumps. But 
please, no walking and hugging. 
Maybe we should scale down on 
the multi- tasking. 

Ignorance can breed 
fear and hatred 
BY ABRAHAM H. FOXMAN 

BOSTON (JTA) - In recent 
months our society has devolved 
into one more and more charac
terized by polarization, rage, stri
dency and partisanship. 

We find ourselves in a time 
where people are put to loyalty 
tests, where one's motivation in 
disagreeing . is interpreted in the 
most cynical way no matter the 
record of the individual. And it 
opens one up to hyperbolic charges 
of one kind of another. People can't 
just have different legitimate opin
ions anymore - they are charged 
with being guilty of betrayals, of 
conspiracies, of abandonment of 
principles, of endangering all our 
values. 

Most symptomatic is the ten
dency to exploit issues associated 
with an ethnic, racial or religious 
group by reviving or updating ste
reotypes about a particular com
munity. 

Unfortunately, this is not new to 
America. The classic case study is 
the treatment of African-Arneri
cans. 

As American Jews we have 
been subjected to virulent anti
Semitism, often with the acquies
cence of government or its apathy. 
Catholics, too, were victims of 
religious prejudice. As recently 
as 50 years ago, some questioned 
.whether a Catholic should be pres
ident: Would John F. Kennedy be 
directed by the pope rather than 
the American people? Mormons 
continue to be ridiculed for their 
religious beliefs. 

Now, as a result of the debate 
surrounding the mosque near 
Ground Zero, we are witnessing 
a swge in anti-Muslim bigotry. It 
is evident that this surge is taking 
place with greater force now than 
at a time when one might have 
expected it, immediately after 9/11. 

At that time we were wor
ried about an explosion of hatred 
against American Muslims, par
ticularly after there were a few 
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serious incidents following the 
terrorist tragedy. As things turned 
out, anti-Muslim bigotry did not 
explode. Yes, there were incidents, 
and even one is too many, but dire 
predictions did not materialize. 

But now, nine years later, we are 
seeing a surge ofincidents. I believe 
it is related to the broader trends in 
America - the lack of civility, the 

"We believe you 
fight hatred - be 

it because of one's 
religion, race, 

ethnicity - with 
legitimate action 

and civil discourse." 

tendency to see enemies all around 
and the reinforcement of preju
dicial views rather than diverse 
views. 

Islam is one of the world's great 
religions. But like Judaism and 
Christianity, Buddhism and Hin
duism and others, if it isn't your 
religion you most likely have little 
knowledge, if any, ofits beliefs and 
practices. Ignorance has always 
been one of the common denomi
nators of those who are bigoted 
against "the others." And igno
rance can breed fear, which too 
easily can become hatred. 

The Muslim community in 
America is being confronted by 
ugly, in-your-face religious bigotry 
and we must speak out against it, 
educate against it and label it anti
American. 

Therefore, despite the fact that 
there is a serious enmity between 
the Children of Ishmael and the 
Children oflsaac; despite the fact 
that the greatest conveyer belt 
for anti-Semitic incitement in 
the world toclay comes from the 
Muslim world - in the Middle 
East, in North Africa, in Europe 
and even in Latin America; and 
despite the fact that Hamas, Hez
bollah, al-~da, and Mahmoud 

Ahmadinejad and his Iranian 
regime purport to speak in the 
name of Islam, and commit to 
end Israel's existence and to the 
destruction of the Jewish people 
- when religious bigotry rears its 
ugly head against Muslims, we 
must speak out. 

We must differentiate between 
extreme theology and ideol
ogy in Islam, and conc!emn it 
and challenge it, while at the 
same time define and separate it 
from the non-extremist ideology 
and theology. We must condemn 
the brand of Islam that vener
ates violence and intolerance, 
and welcome into the modem 
world the rest oflslam that rejects 
violence and intolerance. 

We must speak out when there 
are threats to burn the Muslim 
holy book, the Koran. ADL con
demned the threat to burn the 
Koran on "Burn a Koran Day" in 
Gainesville, Fla., and spearheaded 
a coalition of interfaith leaders to 
speak out with the message of "we 
will not remain silent in the face of 
religious intolerance." 

We must speak out when Mus
lims face opposition to the legal 
building, expansion or relocation 
of their houses of worship - their 
mosques, which is why we estab
lished an interfaith task force. We 
must speak out when Muslims are 
denied religious accommodation. 

We believe you fight hatred - be 
it because of one's religion, race, 
ethnicity - with legitimate action 
and civil discourse. 

By standing up, speaking out, 
saying no to religious bigotry, 
gaining understanding and respect 
through education and working 
together, we can - to borrow an 
ADL catchphrase - make a world 
of difference and at the same time 
strengthen the fabric of our demo
cratic and diverse society. We can 
do no less. We can help restore 
respect and civility. 

Abraham H Foxman is the 
national direcror of the Anti-Def
amation League. This op-ed was 
adapted from a speech he delivered to 
ADL's annual meeting in Boston on 
Oct. Z 
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FROM THE FEDERATION PRESIDENT 

We plan with great diligence 
Campaign and 

agencies' integration 
process are underway 

IF YOU'RE CONNECTED 
to Jewish life in Rhode 
Island, you know that as they 
do every autumn, our friends 

and neighbors will be asking us 
for pledges to the Annual Com
munity Campaign. Each of us sees 
the JV&H articles about the cam
paign, receives appeals in the mail, 
and gets phone calls asking us for 

-----• support - all for 

Doris 
Feinberg 

improving Jewish 
lives, every day. 
What may not be 
as obvious is the 
army of volun
teers, lay leaders 
and professionals 
who work all year 
long to make sure 
that the funds 
collected a re 

carefully planned for and spent 
on more than 300 programs and 
services that make such a differ
ence for Jews in our community, 
in Israel and around the world. 
We don't just raise money for good 
works; we plan with great dili
gence to make sure the money is 

used as carefully and thoughtfully 
as possible. 

The same principle is in play in 
our drive to integrate the services 
and programs of the Jewish Com
munity Center of Rhode Island, 
the Bureau ofJewish Education of 
Rhode Island and the Jewish Fed-

"Our community is 
going to be more 

energized and more 
impactful than 

ever before, and 
you will want to 

be part of it." 

eration of Rhode Island. During 
our extensive planning process, we 
listened carefully to the needs of 
the community and then designed 
a new model based on those needs, 
not on existing structures or what 
has been done in the past. It was 
clear we could deliver more value 
to the community by combin
ing and focusing the efforts of the 
three agencies. As I write · this, a 
diverse group of lay leaders and 
volunteers is working with profes
sionals, forming one team to create 

a more vibrant and highly efficient 
Jewish community, with account
ability for results. In the months 
and years to come, you will see our 
new agency structure delivering 
highly effective programs and ser

-vices with streamlined adminis
trative structures and even greater 
effectiveness. 

This year's campaign theme is "A 
berter, brighter world, because of 
YOU." Our new entity will have a 
new name and a new look, but our 
mission to serve the Jewish com
munity by carefully stewarding its 
resources will never change. The 
campaign has started and the need 
for your support is as great as ever. 
Our community is going to be 
more energized and more impact
ful than ever before, and you will 
want to be part ofit. We will con
tinue to educate our children, pro
vide hot meals for our elders, come 
together in our synagogues and do 
all the other things our commu
nity makes possible, with the com
munity's support. 

Say "yes!" to the phone call, send 
a pledge in the mail, or donate 
online at jfri.org. But however you 
do it, give: For your friends and 
neighbors, for your children and 
for yourself, because we are all part 
of one Jewish community looking 
together into a better and brighter 
future. 

Conversational Hebrew for adults 
ATTLEBORO - Congregation 
Agudas Achim is offering a new 
conversational Hebrew class for 
adults. The class will cover basic 
introductory Hebrew and topics 
such as holidays, shopping, trav-

eling, greeting family members, 
etc. Mazi Tobias, native Hebrew 
speaker and experienced teacher, 
will use Israeli songs, 'newspapers 
and other materials to teach the 
class. 

1he class will meet weekly on M on
days from 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. for 10 
weeks, beginning Oct. 18. Fee is 
172 for members and SlOO for non
members. R egister by calling the 
synagogue office at 508-222-2243. 

United Brothers Synagogue searches for founders' descendants 
BRISTOL - The United Brothers 
Synagogue is celebrating 110 years 
as the second oldest synagogue in 
Rhode Island. It is trying to locate 
descendants of the "founders" of the 
synagogue to join in the festivities. 

Errata 
In the Oct 1 story ·about Rabbi Les 

Gutterman !"Gutterman can keep a 
job: Forty years at Temple Beth-El"), 
the date was wrong in this sentence: 
"More recently, on Sept 12, 2011, be
fore _her small wedding, Gail Solomon 
greeted Gutterman, there as a guest, 
"This is kind of a weird day to be 
getting married." It should have read, 
"More recently, on Sept 12, 2001, 
before her small wedding ... " 

The Oct 1 story, "Descendants of 
sh/et/reunite," by·Aaron Ginsburg 
should have identified Rob Benjamin 
as a contributing writer. 

The recipe for Bubbe Shecte(s 
potato knishes in the Oct 1 issue 
omrtted these first steps for the filling: 
Cut potatoes into quarters and boil in 
salted water. Fry the chopped onions 
in the butter and vegetable oil with 
salt and pepper. 

The 11 original founders in 1900 
were: Max Barron, Jacob Bassing, 
Joseph Benjamin, Joseph Feder, 
Abraham Gerstein, Jacob Gold
stein, Max Lewanda, Elis Lisker, 
Max M akowsky, Wolf Weinstein 

and Hyman Yarlasavetsky (Yelese
vetsky). 

If you know anyone related to these 
individuals, please email rgwass@aol. 
com or call 253-3460 and leave a mes
sage. 

> Lower heating oil prices to fit your lifestyle and budget 
> Convenient automatic delivery 
> Service plan option available 
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Rosenthal joins JFRI 
With business 
expertise, new 

employee eager to 
make a difference 

degree in business administra
tion. Rosenthal has more than 
six years of management expe
rience through employment at 
Bank of America and Starbucks. 
Thanks to a volunteer assign
ment at Combined Jewish Phi
lanthropies (CJP) in Boston, he 

Bv BH IAN SULLIVAN met his wife, Rochelle, at a CJP 
bsullivan@JFRl. org program. 

PROVIDENCE Randall Through Jewish Big Broth-
"Randy" Rosenthal has joined ers and Big Sisters of Greater 
the Jewish Federation of Rhode Boston, he met Gabe, with 
Island's OFRI) team as an asso- whom Rosenthal has been 
ciate supporting the broader paired for more than five years. 
mission of JFRI and Serving as a positive 
the coming merged ~-------,·role model, Rosenthal 

entity. In this position was an Eagle Scout 
Rosenthal 's duties will r and the recipient of 
include supporting the the Ner Tamid award, 
Annual Community for his reverence and 
Campaign effort, and faithfulness in his reli-
assisting with the gious duties. 
allocations process. Now living in Attle-
Rosentlial will also boro, Rosenthal looks 
work with the Young / Brian Sullivan ~orward :o establish-
Leadership develop- RANDY ROSENTHAL mg roots m the greater 
ment team. Rhode Island Jewish 

'Tm delighted to be a part community. "As we state in 
of Rhode Island's Jewish com- our 2011 Annual Community 
munity. I'm looking forward Campaign," he said, "I look for-
to working with the exciting ward to helping make a better, 
programs that engage young brighter world for Jews here 
Jewish people within Rhode in Rhode Island, in Israel and 
Island," said Rosenthal. Hitting aroul1.d the world." 

the ground running, Rosenthal Brian Sullivan is a marketing 
is already working on several associate at]FRI. 
functions, including the 2011 Contact Randy Rosenthal at 
Annual Community Cam- rrosenthal@JFRl.orgor421-4111, 
paign Main Event with author ext. 223. 
Gregory Levey, The Network 
Signature Campaign Event, and 
developing plans for future Net
work and Alef List functions. 

Rosemhal, originally from 
Albany, N.Y., is a graduate of the 
State University of New York 
at Oswego, where he earned a 

Jewish 
Federation 
of 
Rhode 
Island 

:Maze{Tov 
from 

'Russe[[ ana]oyce 'Ro6inson 

The Largest Bath 
Showroom in Rhode Island 

(over 7,000 square feet of bath fixtures, faucets and accessories) 

Fall River, MA 
1-508-675-7433 

Plainville, MA 
1-508-843-1300 

Hyannis, MA 
1-508-775-4115 

I FREEWAY DRIVE 
CRANSTON, RI 
401-467-0200 

HOURS: 
Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Wed, untill 9 p.m. 
Sat, 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

~D/!!!t1S~ 
bathsplashshowroom.com 

EXCLUSIVELY OFFERING: 

UNRusH10 l'tRSOHAL S1RV1a 

DESIGN ASSISTANCE 

• HIGH! y PROflSSIONAt & 
COURTEOUS SALIS STAFF 

• FAMILY OwN10 S1Na 1954 

AFFOROABll PRICES 

• URGEST S1t1CTION 
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Muslim-Israeli diplomat brings message of peace 
Habonim hosts 

Ishmael Khaldi, an 
Israeli Bedouin 

BARRINGTON Ish-
mael Khaldi, an Israeli Bedouin, 
will speak on Tuesday, Oct. 26, at 
7 p.m. at Temple Habonim, 165 
New Meadow Rd., Barrington. 
He will speak about his life as a 
minority within a Jewish state, 
growing up as a shepherd, becom
ing an educated world traveler and 
serving Israel's government in a 
variety of capacities. 

ing Bedouin in the Israeli govern
ment, previously working for the 
consulate in San Francisco and 
now serving in the Foreign Min
ister's office. The author of A Shep
herd's Story, a memoir, Khaldi will 
talk about his life as a Muslim
Israeli Bedouin who profoundly 
loves his people and nation while 
seeing the challenges facing each. 

The event is free and open to the 
community. 

Khaldi , 38, is the highest-rank-

In a prepared statement, Khalcli, 
who speaks at colleges, synagogues 
and other venues about peace and 
compromise as a solution for the 
Middle East, said, "Even though 
my language is different and my 
culture is different, I am a proud 
Israeli citizen." 

The Psychology of Humiliation and 
Shame in Health Care 

Join us for the 20 IO Jewish Medical Ethics Forum 

Monday, November 8 
6-8 p.m. 

Sopkin Auditorium 
The Miriam Hospital 
164 Summit Avenue 

Providence, RI 

MiriamHospital.org 

To register, please call 
401-444-4800 or 800-927-1230. 

Kosher refreshme,its will be served. 

The Miriam Hospital 
A lifespan Partoer 

THIS FREE EVENT IS MADE POSSIBLE BY THE 
CARLYN SUMMER ENDOWMENT FUND OF 
THE MIRIAM HOSPITAL FOUNDATION AND THE 
DR. SEEBERT J. AND GERTRUDE N. GOLDOWSKY 
FOUNDATION. 

Aaron Lazare, MD, is the Haidak Professor of 

Medical Education and professor of psychiatry at the 

University of Massachusens Medical School. He served 

as dean of the medical school from 1990 to 2007, and 

as chancellor of the campus from 1991 to 2007. Lazare 

received his bachelor of arrs degree from Oberlin Col· 

lcge and his medical degree from Case Western Reserve 

University School of Medicine. After one yea r at Yale 

University Medical School, he joined Massachusetts 

General Hospira! and became a professor of psychiatry 

at Harva rd Medica l School. In 1982, he became pro

fessor and chair of psychiatry ar the University of Mas

sachusetts Medical School. 

Laz,trc has conducted pioneering research on 

WELCOME 
Timothy J . Babineau, MD 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
Rhode Island Hospita l and 
The Miriam Hospital 

INTRODUCTION 
David Marcoux, MD 
Clinical,.Assistant Professor of Medicine 
The Warren Alpert Medical School of 
Brown University 

Chair, The Miriam Hospira! Ethics Committee 

KEYNpTE 
Aaron Lazare, MD 
The Psychology of Humiliation and 
Shame i11 Health Care 
Professor of Psychiatry, Universiry of 
Massachuserts Medical School 
Celia and Isaac Haidak Distinguished 
Professor of Medical Education, 
Chancellor and Dean Emeritus 

l'.\:\11 DIS( l l\SIO:\ 

Panelists: Rabbi Janie Hodgens; 
Jay Baruch, MD; Bren Ancowitz, MD 

• JEWISH We offer specia l thanks to Jewish Family 
AMILY Service fo r their support of this forum. 

ERVICE . 
• ,I, ,.i. .. .r 

applying a negotiating paradigm to the doct9r-patient 

relationship, and on the importance of understanding 

the patient's perspective on clinica l outcome. His pub

lications include 70 o riginal articles and book chapters 

and six books. His book On Apology examines the in

tegral components o f effective and sincere apologies 

and provides an understanding of how we might resolve 

interpersonal and international conf1icts through apol

ogy. Laza re published an arti cle titled "Apology in 

Medical Practice: An Emerging Cl inical Skill " in the 

September 20, 2006 issue of the }01mu,/ of the Ameri

can Medical Association. He is curren tly researching 

and writing about the emotions of shame, humiliation, 

gui lt and cmbarra1,smcnt. 

wwwjvhri.org 

COMMUNITY 
Thanksgiving baskets 

are needed 
Donate a few 

grocery items - it's 
a mitzvah 

PROVIDENCE - AgeWell RI, 
a collaboration of Jewish Seniors 
Agency, the Jewish Community 
Center of Rhode Island and Jewish 
Family Service, is sponsoring a 
canned food drive for the Thanks-

for the holiday food baskets. 
For a list oflocations to drop off 

donations, visit www.jsari.org. Gift 
cards may be sent to the attention 
of Susan Adler, Jewish Seniors 
Agency 100 Niantic Ave., Provi
dence, RI 02907. We would like 
all donations by Nov. 12. 

If you need additional information 
or a holiday basket, contact Susan 
Adler at 621-5374. 

giving and Hanukkah holidays. Funding for the L ouis and 
We ask for your support to help Goldie Chester Full Plate, Kosher 
make the holidays special for those Food Pantry is provided by JFRL 
in need. the Chester Family and private 

The food drive seeks these donations. 
canned and packaged goods: 
Potatoes, sweet potatoes, peas, 
corn, stuffing mix, cranberry 
sauce, pickles and olives. Gift 
cards to supermarkets are also 
welcome. 

+•+AgeWellRI 
Answers --Guidance" Direction 

The Louis and Goldie Ches- 401 ,223.2335 866.524.3935 
ter Full Plate, Kosher Food {Toll Free} 

Pantry, a program of AgeWell 
RI, will coordinate the efforts ~l'PP'"'"i.~ Smn.lr-ot1u,_, .. ~.1whu.m, .... .,.CAttr 

Here come the brides ... 
to Temple Beth-El 
PROVIDENCE - Temple Beth
El's Sisterhood is sponsoring a 
bridal fashion show, "Here Come 
the Brides," on Sunday, Oct. 24 
at 2 p.m., at Temple Beth-El, 70 
Orchard Ave., Providence. 

Following the fashion show, 
where women will model bridal 
fashions spanning the last century, 
champagne, hors d'oeuvres and 
dessert will be served. 

Ticket prices range from 1125 to 
145 for this fundraiser. Contact Rona 
at Temple Beth-El at 331-6070 as 
soon as possible to reserve your seat. 

liffifi 
The Program in Judaic Studies presents: 

·The Annual 

Arthur B And David B. Jacobson Lecture 

Lawrence L. Langer, 
Professor Emeritus at Simmons College 

Tuesday, October 19, 2010 
8:00pm 

Salomon 001, Main Green 
Open to the Public 

To request special services, accommodations or assistance for this event, please 
contact the ~epartment coordinator, Tracy Miller at Tracy_Miller@ Brown.Edu or 
401 .863.3912 as far in advance of the event as possible. 



CALENDAR 
Friday 
Oct.15 
K'Tantan Shabbat 

Rabbi Sarah Mack and Debbie 
Waldman lead an age-appropri
ate Shabbat service for families 
with very young children; Shab
bat dinner follows. · 

Herman L. Bennett Chapel, 
Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard 
Ave., Providence 

5:30 p.m. 

More info: 331-6070 

Shabbat Alive/Shabbat Chai 
Service 

Interactive Shabbat service 
with ~ontinuous congregational 
participation combines musical 
instruments with traditional and 
new melodies. A new prayer 
book with translations and 
transliterations makes the 
service widely accessible. 

Temple Ema nu-El, 99 Taft Ave., 
Providence 

6:15 - 7:15 p.m. 

More info: 331-1616 

Shabbat Hallelu - Service in 
Song 

Uplifting musical Shabbat, 
featuring Temple Beth-El 
musicians. 

Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard 
Ave., Providence 

6:30 p.m. - Light refreshments, 7 
p.m. - Service 

More info: Rob Massi at331-
6070 or Rmassi@ 
temple-beth-el.org 

Sunday 
Oct.17 
Leisure Club Program 

Afternoon of music with 
Marjorie Thompson, rhythm and 
blues guitarist; refreshments 
follow, 

Fishbein Chapel, Temple Ema
nu-El, 99 Taft Ave., Providence 

2 p.m. 

More info: 331-1616 

David Project Workshop: ,, 
"How We Speak About Israel" · 

David Project speaker presents 
a multi-media program to teach 
historical facts, analytical skills 
and key values to empower 
participants to articulate the 
complexities of th'e Arab-Israel 
conflict to effectively make the 
case for Israel. 

Jewish Community Center of 
Rhode Island (JCCRI), 401 Elm
grove Avenue, Providence 

6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 

More info: Ronnie Sirota at 
ronniesirota@hotmail.com or 
the Hadassah office at 463-3636 

Monday 
Oct. 18 

New England-Israel Business 
Council Life Sciences Summit 

Two-day event hosts more than 
25 speakers, including 2004 
Nobel Prize winner Dr. Aaron 
Ciechanover. 

Brandeis University, Waltham, 
MA and Newton Marrion, 
Newton, MA 

8 a.m. - 10 p.m. Monday and 
7:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 
19 

More info: www.neibc. 
org/201 Osummit, summit@ 
neibc.org or New England- Is
rael Business Council at (617) 
610-0077. 

JERI Satellite Office Hours 
Topic: Ask the Adlers 

JERI Director Susan Adler and 
Assistant Director Ethan Adler 
are available to counsel seniors 
and their families. Ethan is 
available for pastoral counsel 
ing. 

Brightview Commons, 57 
Grandeville Court, Wakefield 

1 - 2:30 p.m. 

More info: Susan Adler at 621-
5374 or sadler-jeri@jsari.org 

JFRI Community Campaign 
Event 

Discussion and book signing 
with Gregory Levey, author 
of How to Make Peace in the 
Middle East in Six Months or 
Less Without Leaving Your 
Apartment. 

Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard 
Ave., Providence 

7:30 - 9 p.m. 

$36+ minimum commitment to 
the 2011 annual campaign 

More info: Michele Gallagher 
at 421-4111, ext 165, or www. 
jfri.org 

Tues<:J.ay 
Oct.19 
Koffler Bornstein Families 
Institute of Jewish Studies 

Courses and special programs 
·" on Talmud, Jewish law, music, 

dancing, film, prayer and He
brew literature. 

Temple Ema nu-El, 99 Taft Ave., 
Providence 

7 p.m. - Registration, 7:30 p.m. -
Classes begin · 

$25 ($15 for seniors and stu
dents) 

More info: 331-1616 or 
jseltzer@teprov.org 

Annual Arthur B. and David B. 
Jacobson Lecture 

"Video Holocaust Testimonies: 
Unique Insights from the Voices 

of the Survivors," presented by 
Lawrence L. Langer, emeritus 
English professor at Simmons 
College 

Salomon Center, Room 001 , 
Main Green, Brown University, 
Providence 

8 p.m. 

More info: www.brown.edu/ 
Departments/ J udaic_Studies/ 
news 

Wednesday 
Oct. 20 

Kosher Senior Cafe 
LTC Consultant Brian Mc Kear
ney presents a "Senior Scam 
Awareness" seminar. 

Temple Torat Yisrael, 330 Park 
Ave., Cranston 

11 :15 a.m. - Program; Noon -
Lunch 

$3 lunch donation for 60+ and 
under 60 disabled 

More info: Neal or Steve at 
781 -1771 

A Kosher Senior Cafe is held 
every weekday at this location. 

Thursday 
Oct. 21 
PJ Library Partners with 
Kosher Food Pantry and 
Jewish Seniors Agency 

Story time, crafts and snacks. 

Jewish Seniors Agency, 100 
Niantic Ave., Providence 

10 am - Noon 

More info: Nicole Katzman 
at 331-0956, ext. 180, or 
nkatzman@bjeri.org 

JERI Satellite Office Hours 
See Oct. 18 entry for more info 

Phyllis Siperstein Tama risk 
Assisted Living, 3 Shalom Drive, 
Warwick 

1:30-3:30 p.m. 

More info: Susan Adler at 621-
5374 or sacJler-jeri@jsari.org 

Brown Judaic Studies Event 
Dr. Elisheva Baumgarten of Bar 
llan University, on "Looking 
Pious: Appearance as a Reflec
tion of Devotion in Medieval 
Ashkenaz." 

Foxboro Auditorium, Kassar 
House, 151 Thayer St., Provi
dence 

4p.m. 

More info: www.brown.edu/ 
Departments/Judaic_Studies/ 
news 

Alef List Happy Hour 
Andreas, 268 Thayer St., 
Providence 

5:30 - 6:45 p.m. 

More info: Wendy Joering at 
wjo~ring@jfri.org or 421-4111 

wwwjvhri.org 
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Adoption Options Informa
tional Meeting 

For those considering adoption 
and interested in hearing about 
available options. 

Jewish Family Service, 959 N. 
Main St., Providence 

6- 7 p.m. 

More info: Peg Boyle at 331-
5437 or peg@jfsri .org 

Hug N'hamah: Circle of Con
solation 

Bereavement discussion group 
provides a supportive circle to 
those mourning a loss. Fa
cilitated by Dr. Judith Lubiner, 
a licensed psychologist, and 
Rabbi Amy Levin. 

Temple Torat Yisrael, 330 Park 
Ave., Cranston 

7:30 p.m. 

More info: 785-1800 

Brown RISO Hillel and JFRI: 
An Evening with Rabbi Joseph 
Telushkin 

Lecture and book signing by 
the author of Hillel: If Not Now, 
When? 

The Glenn and Darcy Weiner 
Center, Brown RISO Hillel, 80 
Brown St., Providence 

7:30 p.m. 

More info: 863-2805 

Friday 
Oct. 22 
Beth Elders Shabbat Din·ner 

Oneg guest speaker Ronald 
Florence, historian and author 
of Emissary of the Doomed: 
Bargaining for Lives in the 
Holocaust. 

Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard 
Ave ., Providence 

5:30 p.m. - Dinner, 7 p.m. - Ser- . 
vice followed by oneg 

More info: Rob Massi at 331-
6070 or Rmassi@ 
telTJple-beth-el.org 

Shabbat Services with Shir
lala 

Rabbi Andrew Klein and Shira 
Kline, known as Shirlala, lead 
the Tot Shabbat Service (for 
kids up to age 5). She will 
also lead the family service. 
Between the two services, 
families are invited for pizza 
dinner. 

Temple Habonim, 165 New 
Meadow Road, Barrington 

5:50 p.m. - Tot Shabbat, 6 p.m. 
Pizza dinner, 6:45 p.m. - Family 
Service 

More info: www.TempleHa
bonim.org or 
pres@templehabonim.org 

EKS-Early Kabbalah Shabbat 
Family-style Shabbat services 
with Rabbi Joel Seltzer, fol 
lowed by community dinner, 

PJ Library story time and craft 
project. 

Temple Ema nu-El, 99 Taft Ave., 
Providence 

5:45 p.m. 

More info: Sondra at 331-1616 

Saturday 
Oct. 23 
K'Tantan B'Yachad - Young 
Family Shabbat Together 

A 45-minute lay-led service for 
families with very young chil
dren. Songs, games and crafts 
help young children and their 
families learn about Shabbat. 

Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard 
Ave., Providence 

9:30 a.m. - Service, 10:15 a.m. -
Kiddush with congregation 

More info: Rob Massi at 331 -
6070 or Rmassi@ 
temple-beth-el.org 

Yashar Evening of Jewish 
Renaissance 

An evening of Jewish learning 
and culture; shuk with local 
artists and vendors 

JCCRI, 401 Elmgrove Ave., 
Providence 

7:30 p.m. 

More info: 331-0956 

Sunday 
Oct. 24 

Weekend of Jewish 
Renaissance Continues 

Jewish arts and culture and 
parenting workshops with com
munity members and rabbis. 

JCCRI, 401 Elmgrove Ave., 
Providence • 

9:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. 

More ·info: Jana Brenman at 
331-0956, ext. 181 , or 
jbrenman@bjeri.org 

Here Come the Brides 
Sisterhood fashion show 
features a private collection 
of wedding attire, followed by 
champagne, hors d'oeuvres 
and dessert. 

Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard 
Ave., Providence 

2 p.m. 

$45 - $125 

More info: 331-6070 

CALENDAR, Page 32 

Calendar Submissions 
Please note: Our next issue of 

1he Voice & Herald will be pub
lished on Oct. 29. Please send cal
endar items for that issue by Oct. 
18. 

Calendar items for the Nov. 12 
issue are due Nov. 1. 

Send all calendar items to 
nkirsch@JFRI.org with the sub
ject line of"CALENDAR." 

7 
' l 
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/Nancy Kirsch 

JERRY KRITZ and PAULA GOLDBERG box food for delivery to needy individuals and families at the 
Louis and Goldie Chester Full Plate, Kosher Food Pantry. This program is partially funded by 

your Annual Community Campaign dollars. 

Tf1E I1ETWOITK SIGI1JlTUITr CIU1FI1IGI1 rvrnT 
Tl-IE YOUNG LEADERSHIP NETWORK OF THE 

JEWISH HDERA TION OF RHODE ISLAND 

INVIHS YOU TO OUR SIGNATURE CAMPAIGN EVENT 

AN EVENING TO CELH>RA TE GRATITUDE AND 

COMMITMENT TO OUR JEWISH COMMUNITY 

THURSDAY, NOVEMP,rn 4, 2010 HORS D'OEUVRES 

BO PM ENTERTAINMENT 

S36 COUVERT PER PERSON CASH P,AR 

THE SPEAKEASY AT LOCAL 121 S180 RECOMMENDED MINIMUM 

121 WASHINGTON STREET PLEDGE TO THE 2011 ANNUAL 

PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND COMMUNITY CAMPAIGN 

COMPLIMENTARY VALET PARKING RSVP ONLINE AT WWW.JFRI.ORG 

rvnn cnnms 
JACOB + DANI BRIER MICMAEL + SARA PIMENTAL RICMARD + BHMANY SUTTON 

t10ST COI1f1ITTEE 
BRH ANCOWITZ + SMIRAM RUBIN MICMAEL + LAURI FRIEDMAN JONATMAN + JACKIE ORENT 

NEIL + RANDI BERANBAUM DANIEL GAMM + MARISA GARBER MICMAEL + LAURA SCMAFFER 

MA TT + JULIE BROMBERG MARC + SUSAN GERTSACOV ANDREW SCMUSHR + JESSICA NADEL 

ANDREW + MELISS A CMERNICK DAVE + SANDY GRAND RABBI JOEL + ELIANA SELTZER 

LARRY + LISA DAVIS DANIEL + JORDANA JAFFEE ADAM + MEREDITM SINEL 

JOSM + AMANDA DEANER ANDREW + JOELLE KANHR ERIC + MELISSA TUCKER 

JOEL + DONNA EVANS JASON + SANDRA NWSTADHR BRAD + ALISON WAL HR 

MICMAR + JENNIFER ORBAUM 

wwwjvhri.org 

COMMUNITY 
CAMPAIGN coffers must be filled 

to meet the needs 
From Page 1 

Community Campaign, I want 
to share a g reat story with you. 
We know that the campaign 
funds more than 300 programs 
and services that improve the 
daily lives of Jews in Rhode 
Island, in Israel and around the 
world . We know that, in the last 
several years, people who have 
never needed our help · before 
have turned to our Jewish com
munity for care, comfort and, in 
some cases, financial assistance 
to make it through challenging 
times . The impact of our work 
became real and tangible to me 
upon hearing the following true 
story. Here's what happened . 

Following a request to a com
munity member regarding his 
gift to our 2011 Campaign, the 
Jewish Federation of Rhode 
Island OFRI) received a hand
written note from the donor; 
Let 's call him "Alfred." Alfred, 
an 88-year-old gentleman who 
resides in Rhode I sland's East 
Bay area, wrote that he was 
unable to make a donation this 
year. He is currently the sole 
caregiver for his wife who suf
fers from dementia and depres
sion and, he went on to write, 
"I don't have two pennies to rub 
together." 

Upon reading the handwrit
ten note, JFRI staff knew that 
this man, who had always sup
ported our Annual Community 
Campaign, needed our help. 
The JFRI's outreach coordinator 
- our "Jewish community con
cierge" - immediately contacted 
Alfred. He tearfully repeated 
to her that he was sorry, but he 
wasn't able to give this year. 

The community concierge 
replied by saying, "Alfred, you've 
always been there for others. 
This time, I'm calling to find out 
how we can help you." She care
fully listened to learn what his 
needs were and took action to 
connect Alfred and his wife with 
our network of Jewish agencies 
capable of providing appropriate 
care and support to them both. 

The Louis and Goldie Chester 
Full Plate, Kosher Food Pantry 
now regularly delivers kosher 
food to their home; as Alfred 
can no longer drive. Funded in 
part by your donation to 
the Annual Community 
Campaign, the pantry 
helps maintain the nutri
t ional well being of local 
vulnerable individuals 
and families who wish 
to observe Jewish dietary 
laws. Since its inception 
in 2009, it has distributed 
21 tons of food in Rhode 
Island. 

Then the Jewish Seniors 
Agency was called upon 
to connect Alfred and 
his wife with regularly 
scheduled contacts and personal 
visits from trained and caring 

volunteers at CHAVER, Jewish 
Eldercare of Rhode Island's pro
gram designed to respond to the 
physical, mental and spiritual 
needs of aging seniors. 

And our community concierge 
continues to follow up with 
Alfred. 

This story is real. The outcome 
of serving another individual in 
need of life-sustaining help is 

"Alfred, you've 
always been there 

for others. This 
time, l'm calling 
to find out how 

we can help you." 

JFRl's community 
concierge 

made possible because of your 
ongoing support to our Annual 
Community Campaign. 

This is why we call upon you to 
enlist your assistance in making 
this a better, brighter world for 
others. This experience made me 
realize that any one of us could 
be standing in Alfred's shoes, 
now or in the future. 

Similar stories occur every 
day in the Ukraine, Warsaw, 
Kiev, Tel Aviv and Jerusalem. 
Together, with our selfless com
mitment to the Annual Com
munity Campaign, we feed the 
hungry, care for the frail and 
vulnerable and energize Jewish 
life for youth and families here 
in Rhode Island and throughout 
the world. 

Be part of this amazing oppor
tunity. Come to the Campaign 
Kick-Off event at Temple Beth
El on Oct. 18. Answer the call 
on Super Sunday. 

Send in your campaign pledge. 
Volunteer. Get involved. It will 
change your world, too. 

Richard Licht is the chair of the 
2011 Annual Community Cam
paign and the vice president of the 
]FRI board of directors. 

JARED MAKES A MEZUZZAH 
case in the Emunah Center 

art room. 

' 
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Israeli emissaries visit Tea, cookies and books at the 
Jewish Community Day School URl's Norman M. Fain Hillel Center 

KINGSTON - The contingent of Israeli emissaries (sh'lihim) from the Metro West New Jersey Com
munity paid a visit to the Norman M. Fain Hillel Center at the University of Rhode Island during URl's 

Family Weekend of Oct. 2-3 and proudly displayed their new purchases of "Rhode Island in Hebrew" 
T-shirts. From left, Amitai Edri (pre-army shaliah), Tzvi Yizrael, husband of youth sh'lihah Daphna (who 

is at the far right), Ava Kleinman (MetroWest Federation lay leader), Gal Dafadi (pre-army sh'lihah) 
Michal Kfir (pre-army sh'lihah); and Daphna Yizrael (youth sh'lihah). 

ANNABELLE DOYLE and BAVA GINSBURG take a break from 
sipping tea and munching on cookies and apples at The Teatime 
Book Club, an afterschool library program at the Jewish 
Community Day School of Rhode Island (JCDS). Karolyn White, 
the librarian of JCDS, writes, "Members are encouraged to 
wear party clothes and dazzling accessories. Our favorite book 
is fancy Nancy: Tea Parties [written by Jane O'Connor and 
illustrated by Robin Preiss Glasser)." 

ANSWER THE CALL. 
MAKE AN IMPACT. 

On Sunday, November 14, from 3-8 pm, volunteers from all over 

Rhode Island will be calling people to talk about supporting the 
critical work of our Jewish community. No one gilt can touch more 

lives, in more meaningful ways, than your gilt to the 2011 Annual 

Community Campaign. Your donation helps support more than 

300 programs and services here in Rhode Island, in Israel and 

around the world. 

On November 14th, please answer the call. Without your. 

gilt, the critical work we do would not be possible. To make your 

gilt in advance of Super Sunday, go online to www.JFRl.org or 

call 401.421.4111 ext.165. Or, to volunteer to make calls, contact 

Michele Gallagher at mgallagher@JFRl.org. 

And as a treat, the JCC is offering a free Kids Nite Out for 

children ages 5-12 from 4-7 pm-great for parents that want to 

come and volunteer! Kids can enjoy a Hanukkah gilt craft project, 

games, snacks and a movie with popcorn-please bring a dairy 

dinner. To reserve your spot, e-mail Heidi at heidi@jccri.org. 

wwwjvhri.org 

www.JFRl.org 

Jewish 
Federation 
of 
Rhode 
Island 

I 
I 
~ 
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The Dr. James Yashar and Judge Marjorie Yashar 

Saturday, October 23rd 

lA Jewish Families: Assets and Vulnerabilities What are the charac

teristics of Jewish families? How do we enhance our relation-

ships and how to deal with the wyttzer ho'rat the evil impulse. We will 

read excerpts.from the book, Fragm1mted Families: Patterns of 

Estrangement and Reconciliation. Ellen Sucou, Ph.D. 

1B The Saga of Rabbi Yohanan and Resh lo~ish We'll discuss the 

important life lessons found in a famous sugya of the Talmud, Bobo 

Mrtzia 84a, a story of friendship and repentance; sorrow and despair. 

See what the Talmud can teach us about being sensitive, challenging 

others and the high price we com pay because of our stubbornness. 

Robbi Joel Seltzer, Temple Emanu-E/ 

lC Kosher Wine Tasting Join us for a conversation about the why 

and how of kosher wine and wine tasting. Kosher wines will be 

sampled. Daren Sulley and Jeff Ingber, Oiuine Prouidtnct Cotering 

1D Marriage: From Good to Great Taking ooncepts from the 

Jewish tradition, session will feature practical advice on small 

changes to make home a more pleasant place to be for everyone. A 

helpful session for anyone who is married, including those who want 

to bring their marriage from "good to great." Rabbi Douid Schwartz, 

Prouidenu Community Kollel ond Congregation Sha'arei Tefilla 

lE Israeli Society in Israeli Film Watch clips from Israeli fllms to 

lea rn more about the diversity of Is raeli society. Discussion invites 

multiple points of view. Yisca Shaleu, BJE/ RI lsroeli Emissary 

lF One Happy Camper: Rl's First-time Camper Incentive Grant 

Program JFRI has partnered with the Foundation for Jewish Camping 

to offer incentive grants to first-time overnight campers for summer 

201.1.. Information session on eligibility and the application process. 

Clofre Roche, BJE/RI '1.]FRI 

lG Polish Jews and Jewish Poles Jews are expressing a complex 

identity in contemporary Poland. We'll focus on the dilemmas .ind 

realities Polish Jews live with..daily. Agata Rakowiecka,JDC, Poland 

1B Choosing a College: A Jewish and Practical Perspective 

Choosing a college can be an overwhelming experience fo r students 

and their pare nts. Get insights a nd tips for considering schools, with 

Jewish and practical concerns in mind (such as finances, school size, 

majors, location). Amy and Keuin O lson, URI Hillel 

lJ The History, Origin 8c Meaning of Jewish Last Names This 

workshop will explain how, when and why Jews were fina lly forced to 

adopt a permanent last name and what various last names mean. 

Saul Zeichner, MSW 

lK The Role of the Individual in Res ponsa Literature: How Great 

Rabbis Understood That Upholding Human Dignity Was the 

Greatest Concern More and more communities are becoming 

polarized by stricture, humra, in Jewish legal decision-making. We'll 

examine texts that show a broader and more accepting view of 

Jewish law that c.in be traced to the understanding that all people are 

unique and of infi nite value. Robbi Mordechai Rockouer, Brown/RISO 

Hillel tq: Brown University 

lL Hidden Rescuers and Hidden Jews The history of Aristides de 

Sousa Mendes and a consideration of the fate and plight of rescuers 

and survivors, hidden and rediscovered. Professor Mike Fink, Rhode 

Island School of Design 

lM Medical Choices: The Ethics of Patient Autonomy Medical 

inte rventions may center on the patie nt, but at what point should 

others become involved? Should a nyone be forced to receive 

treatment they don't want? Do people have the right to die? What is 

the role of prayer in comforting the sick? Rabbi Yossi Laufer, Cha bad of 

West Boy 

2A Inspiring Media Interviews on Living A Positive Life Patricia is 

radio host, producer, speaker, and author. On her WPRO "Positive 

living" program, she interviews nationally acclaimed experts, 

ct:lebrities and authors who offt:r practical principlt:s and positive 

solutions to ht:lp people lead happy, succiessful, and fulfilled 

lives. Patricia Raskin, Raskin Resources Productions 

28 Ma~ing Gemllas Chesed a Part of Our Children's Lives Round. 

t.ible discussion about making gemilas chesed, acts of kindness, a way 

of life for our children with real-life examples, suggestions for stories 

to be read to them, and practical ways to make doing chesed fun. 

Mrs. Miriam Esther Weiner, Providence Hebrew Day School 

2C Kosht:r Wine Tasting H Join us for a convt:rYtion about the why 

.ind how of kosher wine and wine tasting. Kosher wines will be 

sampled. Daren Sulley a nd Jeff Ingber, Divine Prouidenu Catering 

2D Kabbalistic Astrology and Relationships We will discuss 

Kabbalistic astrology as a guide on how to redt:sign our lives. We'll 

.ilso d iscuss how our birth charts rt:l.itt: to the tree of life and 

experience visualization techniques. Viuienne Simchowitz 

2E Love Your Fellow As Yourself: A Path to Personal, Familial and 

Spiritual Inner Peace Peace is wh.it we all pray for. It is the vessel for 

all blessings. We will dr.iw insights .ibout peace from the Torah, 

Talmud and Ch.issidic teaching. Rabbi Yehoshua Loufer, Cha bad of RI 

2F Two Views of the Wo~d: Genesis 1·2 The Torah opens with two 

stories of how the world camt: to be. Why two? To answer our 

questions about lift: and to cncouragt: thinking, wt:'11 havt: a look at 

the stories and the ide.is behind them. Rabbi David Kline 

2G TI~lrun Olam \ Mending the Wo~d·) Prest:ntation a nd discussion 

of a powerful concept ir:i social ethics, personal integrity, and 

Kabbalah. Hebrew not required. Robbi Lawrence Siluerman, 

Congregation Beth Jocob, Plymouth, MA 

2H Jewish Spiritu.ility Exploration of the concept of the uelcvation 

of the ordinary" in Jewish spirituality. Stuart Forman, Ph.D. 

21 Whose Body, Whose Choice? Decision Malting .ind Autonomy 

in Jewish Medical Ethics One of the principles of American medical 

ethics is that an informed and consenting patient, has ne.ir complete 

individual autonomy in medical decision•making. From the stand

point of Jewish Medical Ethics, is this true? Should it be? Who has 

say in your healthcare pl.in? We'll explore these questions and more 

in our session. Brri Anmwitz, M.D. 

2J It Takes a Village: History of a Jewish Organization What do you 

know a.bout the Jewish Orphanage of Rhode Island? Come and learn 

about its true beginnings. Ruth Breindel, RI Jewish Historical Association 

2K "'To Be or Not to.Be": Medical Ethics and Jewish Approach to 

Abortion We'll examine some of the underlying principles relevant to 

terminating a pregnancy. Michael Felder, 00, Uniuersity Medicine tq: 

Brown Uniuersity 

2L How Did Moses' Torah Look? Anyone who looks at an Israeli 

shekel coin notices an ancient Hebrew script on the coin. How did 

rabbis cope with t his issue over the past 2000 years? Can we use this 

as a paradigm for Judaism's encounter with an t:vcr-changing world? 

Rabbi Mordechai Rackovcr, Brown/ RISO H illt:I 8c: Brown Univt:rsity 

2M How to Find Your Jewish Great-Grandparents, Even If You 

Think It's Impossible Genealogical research for beginners and those 

who want to go furthe r. Learn basic strategies and hints for 

researching your Jewish (and other} ancestors. Meredith Hoffman, 

Generations Web 

COMMUNITY 

Sunday, October 24th 

Wl 1 Money-Smart Parenting School may be the best place for kids 

to learn the three R's. but parents are still the best teacht:rs for the 

fourth: financial Responsibility. This workshop will help parents learn 

how to ht:lp their children develop financial literacy and 

rt:sponsibility.Jewish Family Seruiu of RI 

Wl 2 Two Views of the Worfd: Ge nesis 1-2 The Torah opens with two 

sto ries of how the world came to be. Why two?To a nswer our 

questions about life and to encourage thinking, we'll have a look at 

the stories .ind the ideas behind them. Rabbi David Kline 

W13 Holiday Card Extravaganza Die-cuts, eyt:lets, e mbellishments, 

punches, rubbe r stamps, etc. Join us in the BJE/RI Creativity Center 

for holid.iy card making. Learn techniques you can use for scrap

booki ng, making a rt:cipe book, school projt:cts and more. 

Diane Cerep, Bureau ofJewish Education of RI ·If 
Wl 4 Challah: Mind, Body 8c Soul Delve into tht: significance of 

making challah and understand its uniqut: connt:ction to the Jewish 

home. Watch a demonstration of the six-br.aid method and take 

home recipes and tips. Tichyeh Schochet, Prouidence Kollel 

Wl 5 Finding Worli:-Life Balance in a 24'7 World Finding time for 

family, c.ireer and ourst:lves is .i struggle for all of us. Striving for 

work-life balanct: reinforcies our Jewish values of community, family, 

learning, culturt:, c.ire-giving and spirituality. Wt:'11 talk about how to 

flnd fun and passion in work and life and how to win the battle for 

balance. Rachael Ellison, Re-working Parents 

W2 l To Whom Do We Pray? A Modem Theology Workshop Focus 

on the difficult but rewarding work of creating a personal theology 

for the modern times, centered on the question, "to whom do we 

pray?" Robbi Joel Seltzer, Temple Emanu-EI 

W2 2 A Six-Dish Shabbot Dinner in 90 Minutes or Less Join Rabbi 

Rackove r for ;a Shobbat dinner cooking demonstration. 

Robbi Mordechai Rackouer, Brown/ RI SO Hilld tq: Brown Uniuersity 

W2 3 Holiday Card Extravaganza Die-cuts, eyelets, embellishments, 

punches, rubber stamps, etc. Join us in the BJE/RI Creativity Cente r 

for holiday card making. Learn techniques you e.1n use for scrap· 

booking, making a recipe book, school projects and more. 

Diane Cerep, Bureau ofJewish Education of RI ·~ 

W2 4 Rocle-a-Baby! Note: Rock-a-Baby will run twice during this 

time slot, at u~5 and 1:30 pm. Rock·a· Baby is an interactive, educa

tional music experience for parents and toddlers. Join energetic 

musicians and explore music by singing songs, playing games and 

instruments and dancing. Stephanie~ Mork Tra,htenberg, 

Rock-o-Boby , 

• 

W25 The Giving Tree: Drama,Arts and Crafts Workshop for Kids and 

Parents We will go through Shel Silverstein's story together, try to 

understand it, and act it out, usine .iccessories prepared on the spot 

Agoto Rokow;ecko,JDC, Poland •J!f 
, . Children 4 months - 4 years ore welcome 

•J!:/; Children 5 years and older ore welcome. 

The Yashar Evening afJewish Renaissanu is supported by 
on endowment fund at the Jewish Federation of Rhode Island. 

Pre-registration for the Saturday night and Sunday sessions is recommended to ensure your choices. Please indicate # of children attending Sunday workshops with you on the session choice lines 
below. Wheelchair accessible entrance in the back of the building at the J Fitness Center. Events are free and open to the public. Non-perishable, kosher food items are encouraged for donation lo 
the Chesler Full Plate Kosher Food Pantry. For more information on the program, call 401 331 .0956. 

To register: Q ~ .bjeri.org t1D BJE/RI 130 Sessions Street Providence, RI 02906 ® 401 274-79B2 Doors open al 6:45 pm. Program begins promptly at 7:30 pm. 

Name (person 1). _____________________ _ Name (person 2) _ _ __________________ ________ _ 
Address ________________________ _ Address, _______________________________ _ 
Email _________________________ _ Email _______ ________________________ _ 
Phone ______________________ ___ _ Phone _______________________________ _ 

Session Choices 1st choice 2nd choice Session Choices 1st choice 2nd choice 
Saturday, Session 1 _ ______ _ _ ___ ________ _ Saturday, Session 1 ____________________ _ 
Saturday, Session 2 _ ___________________ _ Saturday, Session 2 ____________________ _ 
Sunday, Session 1 _ _ _______ ____________ _ Sunday, Session 1 _____________________ _ 

Sunday, Session 2 Sunday, Session 2 

wwwJvhri.org 
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A brighter future for Ethiopian-Israeli teens 
Our support of 

Ethiopian National 
Project makes a 

remarkable difference 

the- extraordinary adjustment 
from life in a predominantly 
agrarian society to the modern, 
technology-based society that 
is today's I srael. After that, the 
problems just mount. 

Most Ethiopians immigrate 
with little or no understanding of 
or experience with formal educa
tion, and so they can offer little 
guidance to their children as they 
navigate Israel 's education system. 
D espite government assistance, 
most Ethiopian-Israelis live in 
low-income and/or peripheral 
communities with few job oppor
tunities. These factors have led to 
poverty, drug and alcohol abuse, 

BY CLAIRE R OCH E 

croche@bjeri.org 

I SRAEL, LIKE THE 
United States and sb many 
other countries, is a coun
try of immigrants. Israel 

is home to more than 110,000 
Ethiopian-Israelis who face sin
gular challenges, starting with 

. Week_end of Jewish /ZfJUlissance 

An Evening with 
Rabbi Joseph Telushkin 
Lecture & book signing 
Brown/RISD Hillel 
80 Brown Street, Providence 
7:30 pm 

Dr. James Yashar & 
Judge Marjorie Yashar 
Evening of Jewish Renaissance 
Jewish Community Center 
401 Elmgrove Ave., Providence 

On-site registration open at 6:45 pm 
Havdal/ah & welcome begin promptly at_ 
7:30 pm 

Weekend of Jewish Renaissance 
Workshops 

Jewish Community Center 
401 Elmgrove Ave., Providence 

On-site registration open at 9:00 am 

ShirLaLa Children's Concert 
Shira Kline performs 
outrageously hip Jewish 
music for kids . . 

Jewish Community Center 
401 Elmgrove Ave., Providence 
4:00 pm 

A Shuk marketplace will be open Saturday from 6:45 • 10:30 
pm and Sunday from 9:00 am - 2:00 pm. Local vendors 
offering a wide array of beautiful and interesting products. 

Program details and registration infonnation on the facing page 
and available at www.bJert.qrg. 

AU events are free and open to the public. Donations of non
perishable, kosher food Items a,e encouraged for the Chester 
Full Plate Kosher Food Pantry. 

Kosher snacks available for purchase from 11 :00 am - 5:00 pm 
on Sunday. Proceeds support theJCC Maccabi Arts & Games 

. Delegation. 

A community partnership program brought to you by: 

• J~~ -

TWO STUDENTS AT the youth outreach center in Migdal Haemek 

and a significant rise in family 
violence. 

Ethiopian-Israeli teenagers are 
particularly at risk. There are doc
um~nted higher rates of school 
dropout, drug use, violence and 
arrests for juvenile delinquency' 
among Ethiopian teens. Given 
these significant challenges, 
global Jewish organizations and 
the Israeli government united 
with the Ethiopian-Israeli com
munity to take targeted action in 
a bottom-up approach, and cre
ated the Ethiopian National Proj
ect (ENP). 

Founded in 2004, the ENP 
provides educational and social 

opportunities _to Ethiopian-Israeli 
teenagers to help them realize 
their potential. The ENP oper
ates 28 youth outreach centers 
throughout Israel, including one 
in Migdal Haemek in our sister 
region of Afula/Gilboa. There are 
currently 270 Ethiopian-Israel 
families in Migdal H aemek, 
including 126 teenagers, all of 
whom are at risk. Through an 
annual allocation to the ENP, 
specifically directed to Migdal 
H aemek, this year, the greater 
Rhode Island Jewish commu
nity is supporting 20 teens in the 
ENP's Scholastic Assistance pro
gram. 

Scholastic Assistance is a 
holistic program that provides 
supplementary hours of aca
demic assistance to students in 
small groups and addresses social 
and personal barriers to success. 
Recent outcome reports indicate 
that 52.4 percent of participating 
students achieved matriculation, 
in contrast to 37 percent of Ethio
pian Israelis nationwide; 81 per
cent reported a greatly enhanced 
motivation to study; and 80 per
cent acknowledged greater self
confidence. 

Bonnie Steinberg Jennis, presi
dent of The Women's Alliance of 
the Jewish Federation of Rhode 
Island, has visited the ·outreach 
center in Migdal H aemek. Jennis 
cites this program as a model of 
how our local community can 
make a difference and build con
nections between Israel and our 
community. Jennis says, "The 
Scholastic Assistance program 
is another example of how our 
community here in greater Rhode 
Island is making a direct, tangible 
difference and having a profound 
impact on individuals and com
munities. The out reach . centers 
operated by ENP really do make 
a difference between a life of 
struggle and poverty and a life 
of potential and possibility for so 
many Ethiopian-Israeli teens." 

Claire Roche is the Jewish Fed
eration of Rhode Island's senior 
planning associate and director ef 
operations at .the Bureau of Jewish 
Education. Contact her at croche@ 
bjeri.org. 

Domestic Violence Forum 

October 26 at 7:00 pm 

Jewish Community Center 

October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month. The 
Community Relations Council is hosting a panel 
discussion on domestic violence with members of the 
Latin, Muslim and Jewish communities on the panel. 

Panel Speakers: 
Margarita Caballero, a social worker at The Sexual Assault & Trauma 
Resource Center 
Kathleen Taylor, Founder and Co-chair of The Healthy Families Initiative, a 
program of the Rhode Island Council for Muslim Advancement 
Ellie Elbaum, former Director of Pediatric Services at Rhode Island Hospital and . 
Hasbro Children's Hospital 
Kristin E. Lyons, Executive Director of the Women's Center of Rhode Island 

Did You Know: 
• Over 15,500 calls were made to the Domestic Violence Hotline for 

intervention & support 
• Rhode Island police responded to over 7,000 domestic violence calls 
• Many domestic abuses go unreported 

For more information contact 
Marty Cooper at( 40 I) 421 -41 11 or 
mcooper@j fri.org 

wwwjvhri.org 

,.
Community 

C Relations jl Council 
'"""'~"-of ............ 
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South County Hebrew School presents 'anti-bullying' workshops 

Ladin 'arms' school 
with knowledge 

NARRAGANSETT - How to 
prevent bullying and what to do 
when bullying occurs were on. the 
agenda at South County Hebrew 
School's opening day of Hebrew 
School on Sept. 19. 

with the goal of getting another 
child in trouble. 

Ladin's first book, 1he Playground 
Bully Blues, is meant to raise aware
ness among children, parents and 
teachers. "It promotes steps a victim 
can take to assure that bullying or 
abuse does not remain a secret. Bul-
lying is a community wide issue," 
Ladin said in a statement. 

"Both parents and students 
During the parents' meeting 

with Rev. Ethan Adler, Marc ------------

Ladin, a retired elementary school "Signs of bullying that 
teacher and principal, talked about 
the need for schools to be more parents should look out 
proactive in taking preventive steps 
to keep children safe from bully
ing. He identified specific actions 
schools should take - such as 
adhering to a published anti-bul
lying policy and preparing children 
to know the appropriate response, 
if they are bullied or witness some
one else being bullied. Ladin also 
identified signs of bullying that 
parents should look out for, such as 

for are not wanting 
to go to school, 

unexplained ripped 
clothing, bruises or 

outbursts of temper." 

Marc Ladin 
not wanting to go to school, unex- ------------
plained ripped clothing, bruises or 
outbursts of temper. 

In his meetings with the stu
dents - where he grouped them 
into mixed grade gatherings - he 
encouraged them to describe how 
they feel when they are in a bully
ing situation, whether they are the 
bully, the v ictim or a bystander. 

Bullying behaviors can be 
stopped, he explained, when chil
dren who are bystanders help the 
children being bullied. 

He explained the difference 
between telling a factual account 
of something a child witnessed or 
experienced first-hand, and tattling, 

were very engaged with the topic," 
Adler said in a statement. "Bully
ing seems to have touched everyone 
at one time or another, directly or 
indirectly." The school, said Adler, 
will bring Ladin back in the spring 
to continue discussions; in the 
meantime, South County H ebrew 
School will present a workshop on 
the 'Jewish' aspects of bullying. 

The Playground Bully Blues is 
available at www.playgroundbully
blues.com and major online booksellers. 

South County Hebrew School is a 
partner agency ofthe]FRI. 

MARC LADIN talks with South County Hebrew School students. / Marc Ladin 

Law ~m sponsors Holocaust 
Remembrance Project essay contest 

MIAMI - The Holland & Knight 
Charitable Foundation announces 
its call for essays for its 17th annual 
H olocaust Remembrance Project 
essay contest. 

High school students who are 
interested in entering this national 
writing contest should study the 
Holocaust and then, in an essay of 
no more than 1,200 words: Ana
lyze why it is vital that the remem
brance, history and lessons of the 

H olocaust be passed on to a new 
generation and suggest what young 
people can do to combat and pre
vent prejudice, discrimination and 
violence in our world today. 

Students interested in 
participating can visit the 

,-0, GORDON SCHOOL 
&§il2J CENTENNIAL 2010 Open House November 6th, 1 Oam-1 pm 

Holland & Knight Holocaust 
Remembrance Project W eb site 
holocaust.hklaw.com/ index.asp for 
official contest rules and to view 
past winning essays. All essays 
must be uploaded and submitted 
to the contest Website by 6 p.m. 
(EST) on April 15, 2011 in order 
to be considered. 

Ten first-place winners will be 
awarded college scholarships from 
$5,000 to $2,500. The winning 
students (and teachers chosen to 
accompany the group) will ·also 
participate in an all-expense paid 
trip to South Florida in July 2011 
where they will meet Holocaust 
survivors and participate in a 
wide range of activities designed 
to enlighten them about social 
justice, diversity and tolerance. In 
addition, 10 second-place winners 
and 10 thi rd-place winners will 
receive scholarships, ranging from 
$5,000 to $250. 

www.gordonschool.org Nursery through eighth grade 

wwwjvhri.org 

Sterry Street 
Auto Transport 

• Company 
Owned 
Equipment 

• Fully Insured 

• Door to Door 
Service Also 
Available 

• Satellite 
Tracking 

WEEKLY 
TRIPS TO 
FLORIDA 

Call for a Free Price Quote! 

888-761-6778 
Serving the 

East Coast & Midwest 

I 



COMMUNITY 
JCCRI welcomes Stephanie Markoff Cohen 

Local talent 
returns home 

Bv BRIAN SULLIVAN 

bsullivan@JFRLorg 

PROVIDENCE Stephanie 
Markoff Cohen recently returned 
to Rhode Island after pursuing 
her education in the arts. Markoff 
Cohen's academic journey led her 
to Washington D.C., New York 
City, Maryland and finally back 
home to Providence where she is 
the Jewish Community Center 
of Rhode Island's (JCCRI) new 
director of arts and culture. 

Markoff Cohen is a familiar 
face to many in the Rhode Island 
Jewish community. "I went to pre
school and nursery school here [the 
JCCRI], I took swimming lessons 
at the JCCRI pool with Patty 
Gold, and I was picked up and 
bussed to Midrasha from here," 
said Markoff Cohen. "It's great to 
be back." , 

Her 10-year odyssey included 
graduating from George Wash
ington University with a degree 
in English and creative writing, 
participation in a one-year certifi
cate program at Sotheby's Auction 
House in New York City and work 
at the Corcoran Gallery of Art in 
Washington, D.C. But it was at an 
internship in a nonprofit theatre at 
the end of her college career that 
led Markoff Cohen to realize she 
was "hooked on non-profits and 
the arts." 

"I was working at the Corcoran 
Gallery when a position in student 
programming opened up in the 
museum's education department," 
said Markoff Cohen. It was in 
this position that Markoff Cohen 

during the second 
semester. I think 
I'm still tised from 
all of it," she joked. 

With her ener
getic attitude and 
passion for the arts, 
Markoff Cohen 
is excited to bring 
her vision to the 
Jewish community. 
Her plans include a 
revamp of the gal
lery space at JCCRI 
and a possible 
autism symposium, 
among other ideas. 
"It's my goal to try 
new things, to see 
what works and 
what doesn't. Then 
I plan to grow the 
things that resonate 
with the commu-

STEPHANIE MARKOFF COHEN nity," she said. 

realized her love of "working with 
people from every age group. It's 
amazing _how a lesson geared 
towards middle-school children 
can be slightly manipulated and 
taught to people in their 40s, 50s 
and 60s," she said. "I really enjoy 
teaching people across the entire 
life span." 

This experience then led Mar
koff Cohen to Montgomery 
College in Maryland where she 
pursued her BFA equivalent, and 
then on to the University of Mas
sachusetts in Dartmouth for a 
master's degree. "That program 
was exactly what I was looking 
for," said Markoff Cohen. "It was 
a very intense program with six 
classes in the first semester and 
two classes plus teaching fulltime 

"When I was 
little, the JCCRI 
was the center of 

my world," said Markoff Cohen. 
"Coming back as an adult I see the 
Jewish community through older 
eyes. And now, with the integra
tion of the JCCRI, the Bureau of 
Jewish Education and the Jewish 
Federation of Rhode Island, 
Island, I see the new entity as the 
center of the Jewish world in Prov
idence. I'm excited to use these 
resources to create arts and culture 
programming that will get more 
people in our community engaged 
and energized." 

Brian Sullivan 
associate for ]FRI. 

Yhe JCCRI is a partner agency 
of the Jewish Federation of Rhode 
Island. 

Preschoolers welcome at JCDS' 'Tuesdays Together' 
PROVIDENCE - The Jewish 
Community Day School of Rhode 
Island (JCDS) is holding a series 
of programs for preschool children 
called "Tuesdays Together." All 
children, 2- to 4-years-old are 
welcome to attend with a respon
sible adult (a parent, grandparent 
or family friend). The programs, 
which will run from 10 to 11 a.m., 
include a story time and hands-on 
activity. All programs are free and 
open to the public, and will be held 
atJCDS, 85 Taft Ave., Providence. 

The schedule is as follows: 
Oct. 12 - Garden Hunt 

Join us in the JCDS garden for 
story time and an exploration! 
Weather permitting, this program 
will be held outside, so please dress 
accordingly. 

Nov. 9 - Thankful and Thriving 

We will read and talk about 
being grateful in preparation for 
Thanksgiving. Children will create 
a project to take home. 

0ec. 7 - Hanukkah Hijinks! 

Learn how candles are made, 
and join us as we make our very 
own beeswax candles for Hanuk-

kah. 
Feb. 8 - Fun with Friends 

Did you know that February 
is Friendship Month? Come to 
JCDS with your friends to make 
some new friends and complete an 
art project. 

March 15- Purim Parade 

Come in your favorite costume 
and help us celebrate the noisy, 
fun-filled holiday 
of Purim. W e will 
make Purim pup
pets for partici
pants take home. 

May 3 - Fantastic 
Families 

We will celebrate the members 
of our family this week, so please 
bring a special family member 
with you to share in the fun. 

For more information, contact 
Lauri L ee at llee@jcdsri.org or 751-
2470, ext. 16. 

Yhe]CDS is a partner agency of the 
Jewish Federation of Rhode Island. 

SHMUEL TAITELBAUM 
CERTIFIED MOHEL 

Providence-Based • Recommended by Local Physicians & Rabbis 
861-1403 

wwwjvhri.org 
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Certified Nursing 
Assistants 

Providence, RI 02904 

tel: 401-331-6962 
website: www.jfsri.org 

A non-sectarian program of 

• Personal Care 
• Light Housekeeping! 
.Meal Prep 
• Medication 
reminders 

• Errands 
.Limited 
transportation 

Jewish Family Service Home Care Solutions 

Stephen F. Schiff, M.D., F.A.C.S. 
MOHEL 

CERTIFIED by Jewish Theological Seminary 
and the Rabbinical Assembly 

CERTIFIED by the American Board of Urology 

401-27 4-6565 

For Providence Country Day School students, 
challenging oneself in the classroom, on the athletic 

fields, in the art studio, on the stage and in the 
community is all in a day's work. PCD's college.prep 

scholars are also league champion athletes, award win
ning artists, actors _and singers. They are leaders in their 

school and in their communities and each one helps 
make our school a more vibrant place to learn and grow. 

college prep I arts I athletics I grades 6-12 I ro-ed 

660 Waterman Ave. • E. Providence, RI 02914 
401 .438.5170 I www.providencecountryday.org 

-OPEN HOUSE - SATURDAY, OCTOBER 30 
10:00 am - 12:00 pm 
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THIS I BELIEVE 

Being proud of my lesbian daughter 
Helping other parents 

'come out 
of the closet' 

Br MYRA B. S11AYS 

Special to 7he Voice & H erald 

W EN ONE OF 
y daughters told 
e at the age of 

3 that she is a 
lesbian, I felt my life change in an 
instant. I ·was confused and full 
of guilt. I had bought into all the 
myths and stereotypes I'd heard 
about homosexuality: That you 
choose it. Or that it's a perversion, 
an illness that can be cured if only 
you get psychotherapy, or try hard 
enough, or pray hard enough. Or 
that someone can recruit you into 
it. And I was frightened - afraid 
that her life from then 

geous protests that followed, many 
gays and lesbians have felt free to 
live openly, and many parents have 
come out of the closet, too. But 
why should we be proud? 

I'm not proud of my daughter 
for being a lesbian, any more than 
I'm proud of my other children 
for being heterosexual. I'm proud 
because she's a successful member 
of a valuable profession: Sign-lan
guage interpreting. 

She also works for good causes, 
creates and performs original 
shows, and is a generous, support
ive ally to a host of friends. Most 
of all, I'm proud because she has 
the courage to live in the way that's 
authentic for her, instead of hiding 
her orientation. 

I was living in New York City 
when my daughter came out to 
me. I began attending meetings 
of Parents & Friends of Lesbians 

on would be rootless.r---~-~--'--------'---------, 
Afraid that she'd suffe 
job discrimination an 
maybe even gay-bash 
ing. Afraid that she' 

never find anyone t tn 
love for life. 

That has all changed. 
Now I'm proud. 

lieve 
For many decades,,L----------------~ 

gays and lesbians lived 
in closets of fear. Their jobs, their 
physical safety, their very lives 
were threatened. Their families 
also hid the truth, fearing insults 
and ostracism. But since the 1969 
Stonewall uprising and the coura-

and Gays, a support group known 
as PFLAG. Most of the people 
there had felt just as I had when 
they learned their children were 
gay. They relieved my guilt. They 
helped me on the journey to accep-

tance. I became a chapter leader 
and began feeling proud. And 
my daughter took pride in me. 
When I moved to Rhode Island, 
there was no PFLAG chapter 
here, and so I started one about 
10 years ago. Now I'm able to 
help other parents by debunking 
the myths that frighten them. My 
pride - and the pride of the other 
member parents - is infectious. 
June is Gay Pride Month. So one 
day every June our chapter flies our 
banner from a booth at the Gay 
Pride Festival. All day we spread 
the news about the good PFLAG 
does. And why do we participate 
in Gay Pride Day? To show that 
PFLAG exists, so that people 
who need us won't have to struggle 
alone. To honor the gay activists 
who paved the way for our children 
to live their lives with security and 
accomplishment. To say out loud 
that we want for our children only 
what all parents want: A safe and 
just society. And to show how 
proud we are of our open and fear
less gay children. 

Myra B. Shays is president of 
PFLAG/Greater Providence. Octo
ber, she w rote, i.J Coming Out M onth. 
H er essay aired on WRNI's 7his I 
Believe on June 11, 2008. 

The Jewish Voice & Herald 
thanks Frederic R eamer, host of 
WRNI's 7his I Believe, and Joe 
O'Connor, WRNI general manager, 

for permission to reprint these essays. 

The Jewish community pledges: 
'Do Not Stand Idly By' 

Individuals, 
organizations can 

sign the pledge 
BY MARTY COOPER 

_mcooper@JFRiorg 

PROVIDENCE - The recent 
news of five teenage boys who took 
their lives within one month has 
brought to light the seriousness of 
intolerance and bullying. This is 
a wakeup call to our community 
that we must no longer remain 
silent, but rather take a strong 
stand against the outrageous bul
lying of people. Our history shows 
us that if we stand idly by, more 
people will b~come targets of bul
lying and harassment. 

Thankfully, our Jewish commu
nity has swung into action against 
homophobic bullying and intoler
ance. Keshet (www.keshet.org), a 
Boston-based grassroots organiza
tion dedicated to creating a fully 
inclusive Jewish community for 
gay, lesbian, bisexual, and trans
gender (GLBT) Jews, initiated a 
campaign and pledge, "Do Not 

Stand Idly By: A Jewish Commu
nity Pledge to Save Lives." 

The Jewish Federation of 
Rhode Island (JFRI) and the 
Harry Elkin Midsasha Commu
nity High School of the Bureau 
of Jewish Education endorsed a 
national pledge to not stand idly 
and allow homophobic bullying 
and harassment. The ]FRI is one 
of many Federations endorsing 
this pledge: 

"As members of a tradition that 
sees each person as created in the 
divine image, we respond with 
anguish and outrage at the spate of 
suicides brought on by homopho
bic bullying and intolerance. 

We hereby commit to ending 
homophobic bullying or harass
ment of any kind in our syna
gogues, schools, organizations, 
and communities. As signatories, 
we pledge to speak out when we 
witness anyone being demeaned 
for their actual or perceived sexual 
orientation or gender identity. We 
commit to do whatever we can to 
ensure that each and every person 
in my community is treated with 
dignity and respect." 

For more information, 'llisif W'Ww. 
keshet.org or contact Marty Cooper 
at mcooper@JFRI.org or 421-4111, 
ext. 171. 

wwwjvhri.org 

COMMUNITY 
Scholar-In-Residence 

Weekend at 
Ahavath Achim 

Rabbi Kenneth 
Brander will speak 

NEW BEDFORD, Mass. - The 
annual Phyllis & Sydney L. 
Horvitz Scholar-In-Residence 
Weekend at Ahavath Achim Syn
agogue in New Bedford, Mass. 
will be held on Oct. 15-16. The 
guest speaker will be Rabbi Ken
neth Brander, the David Mitzner 
Dean of the Yeshiva University 
Center for Jewish Future. Brander 
was ordained at Yeshiva Univer
sity and holds a special ordination 
from Machon Puah, a center of 
medical ethics in Israel. 

Born in Oil City, Pa., Phyllis 
Broida Horvitz was raised · in 
a home steeped in Judaism 
and Zionism. H er maternal 
grandfather, Rabbi Benjamin 
Gittelson, was a well-respected 
Orthodox rabbi who authored 
a commentary on the Passover 
H aggadah, and her mother was 
active in Hadassah. Phyllis was 
a nurse during World War II 
when she met Sydney. After 
they married and settled in New 
Bedford, she worked as a nurse 
at St. Luke's Hospital until her 
retirement. Sydney was born in 

New Bedford and served in both 
World War II and Korea; he 
retired as a colonel. The names 
"Phyllis and Sydney" were 
synonymous with volunteerism, 
both in the United States and 
Israel for many organizations. 
They maintained an "open door" 
policy at their home, particularly 
at Jewish holidays, as they were 
deeply concerned that no one 
should be alone for holidays. 
The couple enjoyed reading 
and studying, attending classes 
at Ahavath Achim and other 
educational institutions in and 
around Boston and in Israel. 

Their love for Israel was reflected 
in their regular visits to the coun
try where they volunteered at 
"Lifeline for the Old." They were 
not tourists, but volunteers. 

Phyllis and Sydn~y were a 
special couple who had a posi
tive impact on many people. This 
weekend is a meaningful tribute 
to them. 

There are bed & breakfasts near 
the synagogue to spend Shabbat in 
N ew Bedford. For reservations, call 
AhavathA chim at 508-994-1760 or 
e- mail ahavathachim@verizon.net. 
For more information, visit www. 
aasnewbedford.org. 

save the date 

Sunday, November 7 
Monday,Novembera 

9am - 4pm 

got kidstuff to donate? 
The JCCRI is now accepting donations for our annual J 
Kidstuff Sale. We are looking for gently used children's 
items, such as toys, books, games, furniture and more. 

"You can donate items by bringing them to the JCC at 
401 Elmgrove Avenue during October." 

Call 401.861.8800 for more info! 

J•cc 401 elmgrove ave. 
_,., •• " providence, n 02906 
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Temple Habonim youth group hears Maya Angelou 
Angelou's words of 

poetry move 
students to write 

Editor's N ote: I t was Jewish geog
raphy on a micro-scale. When a friend 
and I took our seats at PPAC's o/Jn 
Evening with Dr. Maya A ngelou," 
on Sept. 30, w hich appeared to be a 
sold-out event, I saw R abbi Andrew 
Klein, of Temple Habonim. H e was 
seated directly behind me, along w ith 
several youth group members. He 
asked them, and their advisor, to write 
their reflections of the evening. Rabbi 
Klein was kind enough to share those 
reflections with The Voice & Herald. 

ON THURSDAY, 
Sept. 30, several 
members of Temple 
Habonim's senior 

youth group, BCTY (Bristol 

County Temple Youth), traveled 
to Providence Performing -Arts 
Center to spend "An Evening with 
Dr. Maya Angelou." W e began 
our night with a lighthearted pizza 
dinner at the temple, followed by a 
dessert of donuts and grapes. Once 
we finished eating, we started our 
adventure to PPAC. 

Dr. Angelou is an American 
autobiographer and poet who has 
been called "America's most visible 
black female autobiographer." She 
is best known for her series of six 
autobiographical volumes, which 
focus on her childhood and early 
adult experiences. During our eve
ning with D r. Angelou, she focused 
her discusslon on her experiences as 
a child in relation to sexual assault 
and proclaimed herself a big sup
porter of "Day O ne" (a nonprofit 
organization based in Providence 
that aids victims of sexual assault). 
She concluded the evening with 

a short reading of a couple of her 
poems which left us all with strong 
feelings. 

Reflections from some of our 
students who attended the event 
are below. 

Leatal Laby, BCTY youth 
advisor and a student at Roger 

W illiams University 

!wanted to email what I 
thought was really powerful at 
this impressive poetry event. 

I really liked the metaphor about 
the rainbow in the clouds, and 
the message about being victors 
instead of victims. The fact that 
one in fou; g irls and one in six boys 
will be abused by age 18 is very sad 
and makes me want to try to do 
something about it ifl can. 

Mimi Demopoulos 
8th grade 

W at really hit me the 
most about "An Eve
ning with Dr. M aya 

Angelou" was when she talked 
about how people shouldn't be bur
dened with the thought of sexual 
abuse that they might have encoun
tered. They should just go on with 
their lives and say, "I'm done with 
you. You go on with your life, and I 
will go on with mine." 

Ariel Jaffe 
9th grade 

It was fascinating for me to hear 
Maya Angelou talk - in class 
last year, we read almost all of 

her poetry. I am a poet, too, and 
I feel very inspired by her poetry. 
O ne thing that really stuck in my 
mind that she said was "rainbows in 
my clouds." I thought that this was 
an excellent simile for all the inspi
rational, kind people in her life who 
·may have helped her out on days 

that she was sad or lonely. She has a 
fascinating life and I really enjoyed 
listening to her talking about her 
past. 

Allegra Reich 
9th grade 

W en I was going into the 
emple today, about to 

go to see Maya Angelou 
speak, I was not exactly sure what 
it was going to be like - what she 
would say and what the purpose 
was? When I walked out, I knew 
that it was incredibly inspiring. Her 
words were powerful and moving. 
I'm glad that I went. Maya Ange
lou made you really feel sympathy 
for everyone who has been abused 
and made you want to help people 
who have been abused. 

Noah Shea 
9th grade 

Local Jewish student's poem is a prizewinner 
B Y VOICE & H ERALD STA FF 

voiceherald@JFRI.org 

PROVIDENCE - "M aya Ange
lou is a hero to all women every
where," said Sharon Weissburg, in 
a phone interview. Weissburg, 17, 
a resident of Providence and Clas
sical High School senior, won the 
high school poetry competition 
held in conjunction with the Day 
O ne fundraising event, "An Eve
ning with Dr. Maya Angelou," on 
Sept. 30 at PPAC . 

The topic of "What inspires 
me?" said Weissburg, who became 
bat mitzvah at Temple Emanu-

El, was like breathing. "M y mom 
and my grandmom - the women 
in my family - inspire me," she 
said. Citing family adversity that 
hasn't defeated them, Weissburg 
explained that her maternal grand
father died when her mother was 
only in middle school. Her mom, 
she said, was one of seven children, 
including one with Down syn
drome. Weissburg's grandmother 
raised them all by herself, after her 
husband died. "I've been so blessed 
to have the parents I have," she 
said. "Meeting Maya is an experi
ence I'll never forget." 

My Mother and Her Mother and Me 
Bv S HARON WEISSBURG 

My mother and her mother 
and me 

Sit around a table, 
Familiar knicl<-knacks all · 

around us 
And chat. 
I look down. 
My mother and her mother's 

hands are so much alike: 
Both knobby and suntanned 
They hold secrets of gardens 

and healing. 
I hope mine look like that 

some day. 
My mother and her mother 

both talk so fast 
They talk over and under each 

other 

The conversation turn serious, 
then light as air 

From the cruelty of man to the 
(dubious) 
Uses of mayonnaise 
And looping around to poli

tics. 
My mother and her mother 

and me 
Eat a cheese Danish and chat

ter. 
It's strange how something so 

familiar makes me 
feel 
so 
new. 

Find out how investing in the Library can yield a 
better return for you and allow you to help others 
at the same time. 

T o learn more about a charitable annuity, call 
us at 401.455.8003 or visit www.provlib.org. 

/Courtesy/ Sharon Weissburg 

SHARON WEISSBURG (in sunglasses), with her grandmother Betty, her mother Janice 
and her sister, Leah. 

• We exercise our pups daily and socialize our pups 
with other puppies and customers. 
• All our puppies come from professional breeders who 
raise healthy adult dogs and puppies. 
• We offer a health warrantee with all our pets & 
complementary grooming with the purchase of a pup 
and discounted grooming thereafter. 

289 Cowessett Avenue Suite 8 Cowessett Plaza 
821-1288 or www.adogstaleboutique.com 

wwwjvhri.org 

The Jewish Voice 
& Herald 
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Temple Sinai hosts third rumual 

bar/bat mitzvah expo 
Mark your calendars 

for Jan. 30, 2011 
expo event 

BY NANCY KIRSCH 

nkirsch@]FRiorg 

CRANSTON - Ellen Knasin, 
now a seasoned veteran of bat 
mitzvah planning, has already 
selected the entertainment for her 
daughter's bat mitzvah - which 
won't be held until May 19, 2012. 
Ellen and her husband, Paul, are 
organizing Temple Sinai's third 
annual bar/bat mitzvah expo. 7he 
Jewish Voice & Herald is, as in past 
years, a co-sponsor of the event 
on Jan. 30, 2011 from 10:30 a.m. 
to 2:30 p.m. at Temple Sinai, 30 
Hagen Ave., in Cranston. 

"We expect this year's expo to 
be even bigger than last year's," 
said Ellen, in a phone interview. 
Last year's expo really caught on, 
she said, with more vendors and 
more visitors at the site. Space was 
at such a premium that vendors 
were willing to set up wherever 
there was room, including in the 
synagogue foyer and the lower 
level. Last year, the expo hosted 
45 vendors (up from the first year's 
expo), and, given the buzz about 
; nd interest in this annual event, 

both Paul and Ellen expect even 
more vendors for the 2011 event. 

Vendors - some new, some 
returning - are already signing 
up, said Ellen. Vendors recognize 
that parents of bar/bat mitzvah 
students are eager to meet and 
talk with them face-to-face before 
making a commitment. Even a 
modest bar/bat mitzvah celebra
tion might strain a family's budget, 
so parents - and the child - want 
to make sure they're getting the 
"most bang for their buck." 

The expo, said Ellen, is a great 
opportunity for vendors to meet 
prospective clients. She and Paul 
attended a bar mitzvah during 
Labor Day weekend at Temple 
Sinai, and the family had chosen 
the caterer and DJ after visiting 
them at the annual expo. They 
had shopped around, said Ellen, 
and they liked those two vendors. 
In the past, she said, moms (or 
dads) would call one another to 

ask, "We're thinking about XYZ 
caterer, what do you think?" Or, 
if the parents weren't invited to 
another child's party, they'd have 
to rely on their child's report of 
whether the food was delicious or 
just 'so-so.' 

This all-in-one expo, said Ellen, 
is so much more efficient and 
meaningful - parents and kids can 
visit tables hosted by all the differ-

ent vendors: Hotels, country clubs, 
restaurants and other venues; party 
planners and organizers; DJs and 
other entertainers; videographers, 
photographers and digital photo 
booth providers; paper good pur
veyors and stationers; and caterers 
are among the vendors who'll be 
available in the social hall - and 
beyond - at Temple Sinai. 

Whether your child is pre- or 
post-bar/bat mitzvah age - visit
ing Sinai's third annual expo on 
Jan. 30 just makes sense. While 
you won't want the DJ organiz
ing 'Coke and Pepsi' for your son's 
wedding reception, he might be a 
perfect fit for that simcha: None of 
the vendors limit their services to 
bar/ bat mitzvah celebrations. 

As was the case last year, if you 
visit each vendor and get your pro
gram stamped, you'll be entered 
into a raffle to win a prize of a food 
basket, gift certificates or discount 
for a vendor's goods or services! 
Even if you don't win - or don't 
get to visit each and every vendor 
- there are goodies galore to keep 
your energy level high. Caterers 
bring samples for customers to 
taste and nearly every vendor last 
year had bowls of candy or fruit to 
tempt shoppers. 

In fact, for two consecutive years 

EXPO, Page 27 THIS FLORAL ARRANGEMENT was just one of the displays at last 
year·s bar/ bat mitzvah expo at Temple Sinai in Cranston. 

One Rhodes Place • Cranston, Rhode Island 02905 • 401-467-7 102 Sales & Information 
401 -383-9413 Fax • imperialrm@rishriners.necoxmail.com 

wwwjvhri.org 
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'Cantor Rick' prepares students to become b 'nei mitzvah 
Everyone pitches in 

at Am David 

Bv NANCY Krnsc1-1 
nkirsch@jFRI.org 

WARWICK - "I believe in what 
goes on here; Judaism gives me 
something to connect with," said 
Lindsey Lerner, who became a bat 
mitzvah at Temple Am David, a 
Conservative synagogue in War
wick, in July 2007. Her parents were 
married in the synagogue and her 
father and his two brothers all had 
their bar mitzvah ceremonies there, 
too. "In public school, I was always 
the kid who brought dreidels and 
menorahs to class," said Lindsey. 
"When my bat mitzvah was over, I 
wanted to go to Israel." 

The year after her bat mitz
vah, Lindsey and her parents were 
among the group of 50 people who 
went with "Cantor Rick," as he is 
affectionately and familiarly called, 
on a 10-day trip - where "we saw 
everything. Israel brought together 
my three loves - Judaism, travel and 
photography," said Lindsey. 

As part of our bar/bat mitzvah 
issue, 1he Jewish Voice & Herald 
spoke with several people at Temple 
Am David, whose close-knit mem
bership currently numbers about 
200 families, to find out more about 
the bar/bat mitzvah preparation 
there. 

With such a lean staff, Cantor 
Perlman is involved in nearly 
every aspect of the bar/bat mitz
vah student's preparation. On a 

/Nancy Kirsch 

LINDSEY LERNER TALKS about her bat mitzvah experience. 

/ Nancy Kirsch 

CANTOR RICHARD PERLMAN reviews a bat mitzvah certificate. 

Alisa was pleased that Madison 
temporarily put her participation 
with a competitive dance team 
on the back burner last year while 
focusing on her bat mitzvah prepa
rations. 

pre-Shabbat services class, Shab
bat services and Hebrew school on 
Tuesday afternoons. Some study 
happens at home, of course, and stu
dents will also work with Perlman. 
His synagogue office is equipped 
with two computers - one for the 
student, one for him - loaded with 
the Torah portion in large Hebrew 
letters. The student reads as Perl
man follows along, offering gentle 
corrections or suggestions on trope 
or pronunciation. Perlman is also 
consistently flexible in meeting a 

recent Tuesday afternoon, Madi
son Berrio was meeting with him 
for final preparations for her Oct. 
9 bat mitzvah. Her Torah portion 
is about Noah - a perfect comple
ment to her anticipated tz.edakah 
project - helping at Warwick's 
animal shelter. At Am Da,~d, Perl
man said, tz.edakah projects are 
designed by the students "to make 
the world this much better [he 

gestured with his thumb and fore
finger almost, but not quite, touch
ing]. We don't require them to do a 
certain number of hours of service 
or to complete the tz.edakah before 
the bar/bat mitzvah - they get to 
decide what's right for them." 

Alisa Barrio, Madison's mother, 
explained that celebrating Jewish 
holidays with extended family is 
a big part of their Jewish identity. 

Regardless of a student's ability, 
Perlman's approach is fairly consis
tent: About one year before the bar/ 
bat mitzvah date, he provides the 
student with a CD of the blessings 
and the Torah service. During the 
year-long bar/bat mitzvah prepara
tion, students attend a 30-minute 

what did your 
dream look like? 
The toasts will be inspiring. But the feelings 
will be indescribable. Begin your journey at 
the Westin Providence, where new beginnings are 
always celebrated. 

For more information or to make a reservation, 
visit westinprovidence.com or call 1.401.598.828o. 

• 3 Distinctively unique ballrooms to suit 
all your Bar/Bat Mitzvah needs. 

• Connected to the Providence Place Mall and 
walking distance to many popular restaurants 
and attractions. 

• Earn 25.000 Starnood Preferred Guest Points 
for Bar/Bat Mitzvahs "~th a food minimum of 
515,000. 

TEMPLE, Page 21 

ThL, i> how ,t should feel 

STARWOOD PREFERRED GUEST WESTIN 
PROVIDENCE 

wwwjvhri.org 
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An array of resources for bar/hat mitzvah planning 

Books, books and iPad or other electr?nic reader.... expl_ores the relationship among Manual by Rabbi Steven Bob prayer. 
should you be so inclined. family members as they approach and Lisa Bob Howard, published • Bat Mitzvah, a Jewish Girl's 

more books provide 
insights and advice 

BY VOICE & H ERALD STAFF 

voicehera/d@JFR/org 

NOVELS the young man's_special day. in 2008 by Berhman House. Six Coming of Age by Barbara Dia-
• We Are SO Crashing Your Bar · In the 'Ihtrteenth Year by steps to making a milestone event mond Goldin, published in 1995 

Mitzvah by Fiona Rosenbloom, Sandra Satten, . published in and its values last forever. by Viking. Real-life stories of 
published in 2008 by Hyperion 2000 by Alef Design Group. As • Mitzvah Chic, How to Host Jewish women through the ages, 
Paperbacks for Children. What he prepares for his bar m1tzvah, a Meaningful, Fun, Drop-Dead with an introduction to the bat 
happens when a group of girls Isaac's discovery that he has psy- GorgeousBarorBat r""l~l'l"IIIR••llll'IIII••~' cer-A S WE ARE a "People decides to crash a classmate's bar chic powers and that his family is Mitzvah by Gail emony and 

of the Book," it mitzvah? Read this book and find from another planet, alters his of Anthony Green- its meaning 
shouldn't be surpris- out - at least one local family I himself and his role in the Jewish berg, published for a young 
ing that there are so know actually experienced that community. in 2003 by Simon woman. 

many books available on bar and situation - though only a couple • Pink Slippers, Bat Mitzvah and Schuster. -~f i!';;~;iii~~Fj~ii:ill~ Keep-
bat mitzvah preparation. Larry of girls, not a whole group, unex- Blues by Ferida Wolff, published This book blends L ing the 
Kahn, associate pectedly came to in 1994 by the Jewish Publica- meaningful Jewish Promise, a 
executive director -----tffiiW--------, the party - and tion Society. As her bat mitzvah elements with Torahs four-
of the Bureau of m.,i:-.,... ~l g (. brought gifts! approaches, Alyssa tries to resolve high-style contem- ney by Tami 
Jewish Education ~ WI~ • Bar Mitz- the conflicts between her ballet porary party plan- L e h m a n _ 
of Rhode Island ~ vah Lessons by training and her need to find her mng. Wilzig, pub-
(BJE), was kind ~ Martin Elsant, place as a Jew. • Putting God f lished in 
enough to pull t"7 published in RESOURCES FOR MITZVAH on the Guest List: --- ·I! 2004 by Kar-
some books from 'v' 1993 by Alef PROJECr PLANNING How to Reclaim ., ... - .-11111• Ben. A small 
the BJE library Design Group. • Danny Siegels Bar and Bat the Spirih,al Torah scroll 
shelves that address This paperback Mitzvah Book: A Practical Guide Meaning of Your passes from a 
that subject. Some book tells the for Changing the World 'Jhrough Childs Bar or Bat ----.a: .. _.._..,..~ Dutch rabbi 
are for parents, story of David Your Simcha by D anny Siegel, Mitzvah (2nd in a concen-
others are for the Silverberg, the published in 2004 by Town House edition) by Rabbi Jeffrey K Salk.in, tration camp to a bar mitzvah 
future b'nei mitz- worst bar mitz- Press/ A book for families and published in 2005 by Jewish boy to the first Israeli astronaut. 
vah; any of these vah student in young people, offering ways and Lights. • My Bar Mitzvah by Richard 
may be useful to --· .......... - all of recorded "whys" of integrating mitzvol into The title of this classic guide Rosenblum, published in 1985 by 
you as you plan and Jewish history. the bar/bat mitzvah experience. says it all. Morrow. The author describes and 
prepare for your child's bar or bat No one can teach him until his • Mitzvah Magic by Danny •Whose Bar/ Bat Mitzvah Is illustrates his bar mitzvah day in 
mitzvah. Many of these books are father takes him to Rabbi Reuven Siegel and Naomi Eisenberger, '/his, Anyhow? A Guide for Par- Brooklyn, in the 1940s. Good for 
available in bookstores, synagogue Weiss, a mechanic and a rebel. published in 2002 by Kar-Ben. ents 'Ihrough a Family Rite of Pas- younger siblings. 
libraries and the BJE. This novel depicts how David and Stories of young people who sage by Judith Davis, published in • WithAllmyHeart, WithAllmy 

While I'd venture to guess that Rabbi Weiss change one another's engage in tikkun olam, and sugges- 1998 by St. Martin's, Griffin. The Mind by Sandy Asher, published 
there are Web sites and "apps" lives and how David grows to tions of mitzvah projects for young book focuses on the psychological in 1999 by Simon and Schuster. 
aplenty that address bar and bat become a bar mitzvah. people. A_good source for bar/bat and developmental issues of the Thirteen varied stories about 
mitzvah preparation, this article • Gabriels A rk by Sandra R. mitzvah projects. bar/ bat mitzvah year as they affect growing up Jewish, plus an inter-
focuses on tried-and-true, tradi- Curtis, published in 1999 by RESOURCES FOR PLAN INC the fam ily as a whole. view with and a biographical 
tional printed books. Feel free, Alef Design Group. Originally TUE BARIBAT MITlVAH NON-FICTION, sketch of each author. 
though, to download these or inspired by a bar mitzvah of a • '/he Bar and Bat Mitzvah HISTORICAL RESOURCES MATERIAL FOR TEACHERS 

other resources to your Kindle, boy with special needs, the book Bar Mitzvah by Eric A. There is a wide variety ofinstruc-
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K.immel, published in 1995 by tional materials that address the 
Viking. An introduction to the meaning of and preparing for this 
bar mitzvah ceremony and its special event. Teachers may con
meaning for a young man, along tact the BJE to learn about these 
with some historical perspectives additional resources. 
on the ceremony, ta/lit, tefillin and 
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BAR/BAT MITZVAH 

LYNN FELDMAN, right, with her son, Jeremy Batista, in Cantor Perlman's office. 
Jeremy will become a bar mitzvah on Oct. 23. 

TEMPLE Am David's bar/bat mitzvah 
celebrations are family affairs 

From Page 19 

student's or family's specific needs: Some 
students will lead an entire Torah service, 
while others might chant only the haftarah 
or the Torah blessings; sometimes the bar/ 
bat mitzvah is part of a havdalah or Minha 
service. 

When it comes time for the student's 
speech, Perlman is there to help, as well. In 
an exchange with M adison, he asked, "Why 
did I want you to wait until the end [of your 
preparations] before writing it?" 

"I can't write it until I'm done with the pro
cess - and confident about it;' she said shyly. 

BEFORE - AND AFTER -

T HE TORAH PORTION 

While Perlman works closely with the 
students on their Torah portion, haftarah 
portion and speech, Micki Silverman, a 
Hebrew teacher at Am David, teaches stu
dents the blessings and prayers. During that 
30-minute window before Shabbat morn
ing services, all the future b'nei mitzvah 
study and practice the prayers. Then, during 
Shabbat services, they collectively lead the 
service, in both Hebrew and English. "They 
bond and become close, as do their families," 
said Silverman. 

Lynn Feldman, whose son Jeremy Batista 
will become a bar mitzvah on Oct. 21, calls 
Am D avid "a strong community." Wrapping 
up preparations for the second bar mitz
vah in two years, Lynn said, "People with
out children and parents who are ahead or 
behind the bar mitzvah cycle are happy to 
help; there's an unofficial Kiddush commit
tee." 

The strong community Feldman cites 
stems, perhaps, from the intimacy of the 
membership: The entire congregation is 
invited to the post-simcha full Kiddush lun
cheon and an "unwritten policy that all the 
kids in the same bar/ bat mitzvah class are 
invited to one another's celebrations," said 
Perlman. 

STUDENTS AIIE MOIIE ENGAGED 

In their tenure of the past decade (give 

or take a year), both Silverman and Perl
man have focused on getting the kids more 
engaged with the services. "They are com
fortable up on the bimah and know the 
material," said Silverman. "That last thing 
we want is for the kids to have stage fright." 

"When I was growing up, there was a 
real separation - only the clergy were on the 
bimah, except at Simhat Torah," said Perlman 
(who is the son of one cantor and brother of 
three more). "Kids didn't feel comfortable 
[leading] services - now, they've all become 
part of the family [of Am David]. The other 
congregants aren't strangers to them." 

Sometime during the late morning or 
early afternoon of Saturday, Oct. 9 - before 
this newspaper gets into our readers' hands -
after the conclusion of her bat mitzvah cere
mony, Madison will point to Mitchell Woolf 
and announce, from the bimah, "Mitchell, 
you're next." That Temple Am David tradi
tion, said Perlman, is "a big deal. Each bar or 
bat mitzvah celebrates and announces to the 
congregation who is next in line." 

Mitchell, whose haftarah portion is Shab
bat Lekh L' kha, anticipates the accomplish
ment of finally finishing, he said quietly. He 
also knows that his friends from Hebrew 
school will better understand and appreci
ate the work that goes into preparing than 
will his friends from Western Hills Middle 
School in Cranston. A baseball aficionado, 
he's collecting new and gently used baseball 
equipment to donate to a Philadelphia-area 
group, Pitch in for Baseball. His mom, 
M arion, said they hope to drive down to 
Philadelphia to deliver the equipment in 
person. 

Perlman's and other congregants' willing
ness to answer questions and be responsive, 
she said, have simplified the bar mitzvah 
preparation, and Attending so many ser
vices this year has given the family a greater 
appreciation for Shabbat. 

Asked what she's learned from this expe
rience, M adison said, "If you try something 
and keep at it, you can get it done." 

wwwjvhri.org 
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Nostalgic glimpses of bar/hat mitzvah celebrations 

From generation to 
generation, the 
cycle continues 

Bv M 101AEL F 1NK 

Special to 1he Voice & H erald my OWN BAR 
mitzvah, with 
the Torah portion 
of Va-yeishev, at 

Temple Emanu-El, was under the 
tutelage of Cantor Jacob Hohen
emser and Mr. Solomon Field, the 
ritual director. My grandparents 
sat in the front row. Now, my 
grandfather was my father's father. 
But his wife, the only grandmother 
I knew, was my father's stepmother 
and my mother's aunt. Therefore, 
those two fancy elders beaming up 
at me in the light of that stained 
glass burning bush represented 
both sides of my family, maternal 
and paternal. 

W hen the moment came for me 
to step up to the bimah, I jumped 
the gun and Mr. Field pushed me 
aside brusquely. Was I embar
rassed to have missed the proper 
cue? Yes. Do I recall that moment 
bitterly? Not in the least. 

As I sit in the upper balcony and 
look down upon the drama of a 
service, I smile at the memory. It 
was "macho," almost military, to 
be reproved and to have to put up 
with it. I liked Mr. Field for his 
bluntness and his wit. I loved the 
cantor for the power, poignancy 
and poetry of his magnificent voice 
and for the courtesy he showed me 
(on the other hand), as I achieved 

Meet individual style consultant, 
Jane Ginsberg Roderick, of 

Clad Stonington who loves 
her work, spmnmg, V1talioous 

muffin tops, Italy, her husband & 
daughter . not necessarily in 

that order. 

adult spiritual status. I still stare 
at that burning bush and mix it in 
with the red maples and even the 
H anukkah menorah. 

I keep two other major memo
ries: My adorable and beautiful 
mother in her proper black suit 
and hat, and, later on, the simple 
reception at our house. I seem to 
remember that anchovies on Ritz 
crackers were served on platters 
upon the bridge tables. 

The gifts? A plaque with the 
Ten Commandments from my 
religious Uncle Sam Uust back 
from service in the Philippines), 
an identification bracelet from 
my aunt (a designer in the jew
elry business), several sets of knit 

sociability. 

"1 seem to 
remember that 

anchovies on Ritz 
crackers were 

served on platters 
upon the bridge 

tables." 

FAMILY GATHERS AT Reuben's bar mitzvah party at 
the Biltmore in 1998. 

But the most recent bat mitz
vah in my memory is that of my 
brother's granddaughter Julia, at a 
Reform temple in Minnesota, the 
occasion for a Fink family reunion 
this past midsummer. Julia not 
only read eloquently from the 
sacred scrolls, but also interpreted 
her life according to values she has 
claimed. Benevolence toward ani
mals and concern for their habitat. 
Devotion to her grandmother (my 
sister-in-law Judith), who helped 
her prepare for the event, and 
loving respect for her mother 
Amy (who designed and built the 
sukkah for our deck here in Provi
dence). Our three children flew 
out to join in the festivities and to 
put their blessings upon Julia as 
she makes her choices beyond her 
bat mitzvah. 

What do all these disparate 
word-snapshots share? Perhaps the 
theatre of the rite of passage. Your 
life is so full of daily events. Dis
appointments, delights... delays, 
and "the thousand natural shocks 
that flesh is heir to," as the Bard 
summed it all up rather bitterly 
in H amlet's words. But, in Jewish 
ritual, there is that one special and 
always memorable day upon which 
you join your ever-widening and 
yet also ever-dwindling circle and 
clink your glass and step up and 
down to take your place among 
your people. 

scarves and gloves, the prover
bial and symbolic fountain pen, a 
watch and a signet ring. 

From the point of view of a tran
sition from boyhood to existential 
responsibility, that Va-yeishev 
chapter in the Torah spelled out 
Joseph's survival at court through 
his powers of interpretation. After 
all, my destiny did turn out to be, 

justement, in the persuasive arts. 
Moving along, I offer a glance at 

the bar and bat mitzvah ceremo
nies of my three children. Their 
mother and I have the same name. 
"M ichael and Michael invite you 
to ..... " 

Our girls did splendid jobs 
chanting H ebrew and took inspi
ration from the ritual director, 
who was also our neighbor and 
friend, Mr. Edward 0 . Adler -our 
renowned guide to the perplexed. 
And from Lea Eliash, the elegant 
teacher who, in the years follow
ing our daughters' bat mitzvahs, 
brought us shlachmonos on Purim. 
Her note was always inscribed 
with the H ebrew names of Emily 
and Lily, and the baked treats 
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stood for the civilization ofJewish 
Europe. Together, they brought to 
our daughters' bat mitzvahs a dis
tinction, a strong sense of purpose 
and the dignity that H olocaust 
survivors imprinted upon our 
postwar generations. 

Our boy, Reuben, was the only 
one of our children who had an 
evening event, a soiree at the Bilt
more Bacchante room. Strangely, 
perhaps, Reuben's Hebrew name 
was Reuel, meaning "friend of 
God" - a version of Raoul Wallen
berg, a rescuer who was, indeed, a 
friend of God. Reuben's capacity 
for friendship marked his child
hood and his youth, and his bar 
mitzvah launched his character, 
a mix of humor, kindness, and 

Mike Fink is a proftssor of E ng
lish at Rhode Island School of Design 
and a frequent contributor to The 
Voice & Herald. Contact him at 
m.fink33@aol.com. 
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When you don't know 'the rules of the road' 
Tips on what to 

wear, when to arrive 
and how at behave at 

a bar/bat mitzvah 
BY RABBI DANIEL KOi-iN 

CONGRATULA 
TIONS! You have been 
invited to the bar or bat 
mitzvah of a friend or 

family member. Now what? What 
are you supposed to do there? How 
do you act? This brief guide helps 
you feel more comfortable at the 
worship service and enjoy the events 
as they unfold. Because this general 
guide may vary from community to 
community, you may contact your 
host for further clarification. 

GENEH.AL EXPECTATIONS 

• Dress: Guests generally wear 
dressy clothes - for men, a suit 
or slacks, tie and jacket; and for 
women, a dress or formal pantsuit. 

• Arrival time: The time listed on 
the invitation is usually the official 
starting time for the weekly Shabbat 
service. Family and invited guests 
try to arrive at the beginning, even 
_though the bar/bat mitzvah activi
ties occur later in the service. 

• Wearing a prayer shawl: The 
ta/lit, or prayer shawl, is traditionally 
worn by Jewish men and, in liberal 
congregations, by women. Because 
the braided fringes at the four cor
ners of the ta/lit remind its wearer 
to observe the commandments of 
Judaism; wearing a ta/lit is reserved 
for Jews. 

• Wearing a head covering: A 
kippah, or head covering (called a 
yarmulke in Yiddish), is traditionally 
worn by males and also by women in 
more liberal synagogues. Wearing a 
kippah is not a symbol of religious 
identification, but is rather an act of 
respect to God. 

• Maintaining sanctity: 
All guests and part_icipants are 

expected to respect the sanctity of 
the prayer service and Shabbat by: 
Turning your cell phone off, not 
taking pictures, not smoking any-

where on synagogue grounds, not 
writing or recording tapes and not 
speaking during services. 

• Following the service: Try to 
follow the service in the siddur or 
prayer book, and the Torah, both of 
which are usually printed in Hebrew 
and English. During the Torah 
service, the entire congregation is 
encouraged to follow the reading of 
the weekly Torah portion in English 
or Hebrew. 
MAJOH SECflONS OF TIIE S11ABIIAT 

MORNING WOH SIIII' SEHVICE 

The Sberna: This passage from 
the Book of D euteronomy and the 
three passages that follow constitute 
a central part of each morning and 
evening Jewish prayer service. The 
Shema is not a prayer, but rather an 
affirmation of the unity of God. 

• The amidah: A series of prayers 
recited while standing in silent 
meditation, the amidah is the major 
liturgical piece of every synagogue 
service throughout the year. 

• The Torah SefVice: The transi
tion to study focuses on the Penta
teuch or Five Books of Moses. The 
Torah is divided into - and read in -
weekly portions, according to a pre
scribed calendar, so that the entire 
Torah is read in the span of one year. 

When the Torah scroll is removed 
from or returned to the ark, it is 
carried in a procession around the 
synagogue, accompanied by song, 
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to show the love and reverence in 
which Jews hold its teachings. ln 
more traditional synagogues, con
gregants kiss the Torah as it is car
ried around. 

Usually the rabbi, and sometimes 
the bar/bat mitzvah child or another 
congregant, delivers a d'var Torah, 
a word of Torah, that comments on 
the weekly Torah reading. 

The Torah Blessings or Aliyot: 
On Shabbat, the weekly Torah por
tion is read in seven divisions. Each 
reading provides an opportunity to 
honor an individual by calling him/ 
her up to the bimah (pulpit) to recite 
the blessings over the Torah read
ing. This is known as "receiving an 
aliyah," that is, "being called up" to 
the Torah. The day of the bar/bat 
mitzvah celebration is when the 
child is called to the Torah for the 
first time to recite these blessings. 

The heftarah: Once the Torah 
scroll has been removed from the 

reading table, another person - usu
ally the bar/bat mitzvah - chants a 
portion from the prophetic writings 
of the Hebrew Bible. Chosen to 
reflect a theme or literary allusion in 
the Torah portion, the haftarah pro
vides an opportunity to teach from a 
different section of the Bible. 

Mourner's Kaddish: Although 
there is no mention of death in this 

prayer, the Kaddish is recited at the 
end of all worship services by family 
members who have lost a loved one 
in the past year or who are observing 
the anniversary of a death in years 
past. 

Rabbi Daniel Kohn was ordained 
from the Jewish Theological Seminary of 
America in 1991. Reprinted with per
mission from My]ewishLear-ning.com. 
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What are local teens doing to help the world? 

Teen editor 
interviews peers 

Editor J note: Thanks to a colJab
oration between 7he Voiu & Herald 
and the Harry Elki n Midrasha 
Community H igh School, V&H 
readers will read, from time to 
time, pieces by ou r teen editors. In 
this piece, Max Binder, one of the 
new teen editors, interviewed some 
Providence-based teens to learn 
what they did for their bar/bat 
mitzvah-related tudakah projects. 

BY M AX 8 1N11t:11 

Spuial to 7ht Voice & Herald 

PROVIDENCE - Before I went 
out to interview people I know 
for this story, I want to share my 

mitzvah project experience: I con
ducted a book drive within my 
synagogue {Temple Emanu-El) 
for children in the community 
who weren't forrunale enough to 

have many. I put out a few boxes, 
with a notice requesting children's 
books. I later donated the books to 
the Mount Hope Learning Center 
in Providence. In retrospect, I 
hadn't planned the project very 
well, and I was not very successful. 
Though I would recommend the 
project, I would also recommend 
more careful planning for it. 

• Jesse Brenman, 14, attends 
Temple Emanu-El. Jesse led a 
drive to collect shoes an organi
uttion that sent shoes to students 
in Jewish schools in the Ukraine, 
helping an organization that col-

lected shoes and did this. He 
collected 400 pairs of shoe; he 
focused his collection efforts at the 
beginning of the school year when 
people were buying new shoes and 
so the students in the Ukraine 
could receive them before winter. 

• Ben Licht, 14, attends Temple 
Beth-El. 

Ben volunteered at a basketball 
camp at the Jewish Community 
Center of Rhode Island and at 
the Providence Animal Rescue 
League. He enjoyed helping at 
both places. It was, he said, an easy 
project that was lots of fun. 

Henry Mayer, 13, attends 
Temple Beth-El. 

Henry raised money for Seeds 
of Peace (7he Jewish Voiu & Herald 
featured Henry in a ~Tik.kun Olam 

Around the World~ piece some 
time ago), which takes kids from 
warring countries to a camp in 
Maine. They do camp activities 
and have discussion groups. They 
try to come to an understanding 
of each other's problems, and try 
to start efforts in their own coun
try to try to make peace. Henry 
set up information tables and held 
forums, and raised more than 
S3,000 for Seeds of Peace. 

• Daniella Levine, 16, attends 
Temple Emanu-EI. 

Daniella's project was to donate 
teddy bears to children in need. 
With some friends, she conducted 
a car wash to raise money. W ith the 
S200 they raised, Daniella went to 
Build-A-Bear workshop and used 
the money to make the bears, 

which she donated to Hasbro 
Children's Hospital and Women 
& Infants Hospital. Daniella con
sidered the project very successful. 

• M ichelle Coliger, 17, attends 
Temple Emanu-EI. 

Michelle's project benefited a 
summer camp for children who are 
dealing with illness in their family. 
With her own money, she pur
chased art supplies and donated 
them IO the camp. Michelle 
enjoyed the project, sayi ng that she 
had developed good communica
tion with the camp for the project 
and learned a lot from it. 

Max Bindtr is a freshman at 
Classical High School in PrO'I.Jidenu. 
Contart him at nekomcfrog@gmail. 

B'nai Tzedek Teen Philanthropy is underway with open enrollment 
Teens enhance their 
bar/bat mitzvahs 

through philanthropy 
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BAR/BAT MITZVAH 
Celebrating a bar or bat mitzvah, 

even in difficult times 
Death, divorce or 

financial constraints 
need not be 
'joy-busters' 

B Y N ICOLE J ELLINEK, LJCSW ANO 

RABBI ELYSE WECIITERMAN 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

ABAR OR BAT mitzvah 
is a milestone for both 
parents and children. 
Just as your child works 

hard to prepare for her bat mitzvah , 
so too, you, as parents, must prepare. 
The planning can occupy much of a 
parent's time, from choosing a date 
and planning a celebration, to pre
paring one's part of the ceremony 
and negotiating some of the unex
pected difficulties that pop up. This 
period of preparation - including 
joy, frustration and hard work - is 
essential for a smooth day of cel
ebrating the simcha and maximizing 
the joy for all involved. 

What happens if your family is 
not so joyous? O ne common poten
tial roadblock to a joyful simcha is a 
divorce, whether recent or long past. 
Bar or bat mitzvahs (and other sig
nificant life events such as gradu
ations, weddings or births) may 
trigger feelings of sadness, anger or 
unfairness that have long been put 
to rest. Qyestions arise about how 
to include both parents (and some
times the "new" families) in the bar 
or bat mitzvah celebration. As par
ents, you need to plan ahead, accept 
and deal with your feelings - con-

Thinking about 
aliyah? Visit a 

career fair 
JE R!]SALEM - Are you think
ing about making aliyah? If so, 
visit New York or Baltimore for 
the career-focused aliyah fairs 
being held in those cities, as well 
as others across North America. 
Nefesh B'Nefesh and the Jewish 
Agency for Israel OAFI) are 
conducting fairs between Oct. 
24 and Oct. 31. 

W ith a focus on helping olim 
find jobs and build successful 
careers in Israel, the fairs will 
feature seminars on 'Finding 
a job in Israel,' "The Israeli job 
market' and 'Understanding 
the Israeli work culture,' among 
others. Nefesh B'Nefesh staff 
and professionals from various 
fields will present industry-spe
cific initiatives. 

An Israeli job coach will attend 
the New York fair to advise 
future olim about how to best go 
about finding a job in Israel. 

For a full listing of programming 
and to register for an event: wwm 
nbn.org.illnbncallmain.php. 

sider this a gift to your child. Use 
your own support system to work out 
your own strong emotions without 
involving your child. Be supportive 
of your child - he or she is likely to 
be nervous enough about his or her 
role in the service without worrying 
about you or your misbehavior. 

It's also a good idea to talk with 
both the rabbi and the synagogue 
educator early in the process. The bar 
or bat mitzvah service offers plenty 
of opportunities for all family mem
bers to be involved. Put together 
a clear checklist of who is required 
and/or responsible for what. Be sure 
to keep the focus on your child and 
agree to put conflicts aside. 

Another common challenge is 
how best to include non-Jewish 
family members. Talk to the rabbi as 
early as possible to get a clear under
standing of your congregation's poli
cies and practices. Most synagogues 
have created opportunities for non
Jewish family members to partici
pate by offering readings, poems or 
prayers of affirmation. Your syna
gogue may have its own unique and 
creative way of honoring close family 
members who are not Jewish. 

What to do when important 
family can't be present? It is pos
sible - and meaningful - to remem
ber them in the service. Ask if it is 
possible to record or videotape the 
service. If not, send a copy of the 
speech or d'var Torah, a copy of the 
program, photos of the family in 
preparation and, or if your obser
vance allows, on the day of the bat or 
bar mitzvah ceremony and celebra
tion. Have your child write a mean
ingful note to accompany whatever is 
sent, acknowledging the importance 
of the family members who aren't 
able to come. 

When there has been a recent 

~CCUl/llting 

death on the family, it is permissible 
and even encouraged to continue 
with the observance and celebra
tion of the bar or bat mitzvah. The 
Talmud tells of an occasion when a 
wedding procession meets a funeral 
procession - and the funeral pro
cession pauses to make way for the 
wedding. Joy takes precedence over 
sadness. From this, we learn that you 
don't cancel a wedding or bar mitz
vah because of a death, but it might 
be appropriate to change some of 
the details, perhaps to have a more 
subdued celebration, or one without 
music or alcohol. 

At times financial concerns can 
interfere with planning the desired 
celebration. A bar or bat mitzvah 
celebration does not need to break 
the bank! Remember to focus on 
what's important: Having a Kiddush 
lunch at the synagogue or an after
service gathering at home can be 
very meaningful. Instead of hiring 
out, ask for help - friends and family 
often love to cook, decorate and con
tribute to a meaningful celebration. 

When in doubt, consult with 
your rabbi or synagogue education 
about your concerns - the sooner 
the better. They are available to help 
guide you through these difficult 
times of the simcha, and help ensure 
the day is marked with joy and cel
ebration. Remember the bigger pic
ture: Focus on what's important and 
enjoy watching your child demon
strate his or her maturity! 

Nicole Jellinek is a social worker 
at Jewish Family Service (JFS) and 
Rabbi Elyse Wechterman, a JFS board 
member, is the rabbi at Congregation 
Agudas Achim in Attleboro. Ibey work 
together in the JFS Kesher program. 
Contact them at Nicole@jfsri.org and 
rabbi@agudasMA.org, respectively. 

401-301-1889 
www.accountingfortastt.rtet 

wwwjvhri.org 

Jewish Voice <\_Herald October 15, 2010 PAGE 25 

GOLD EVENTS Weddings 

Event Planning & Coordination 
Visit us atthe 

Bar/Bat Mitzvahs 
Annual Bar/Bat Mitzvah Expo 

January 30, 2011 at Temple Sinai 

Phone: 401-724-5103 

Cell: 401-556-8922 

E-Mail: 

BonnieGold@Cox.net 

Tour Highlights 
• Visit Mini Israel in Tel Avrv 
• A morning boat ride on the Sea of Galilee 
• Enjoy a d~ in the waters of the Dead Sea 
• Take a thrilling coole-<:ar ride up to the 1N1e

inspiring fortress of Masada 
• In Jerusalem vis~ the Jewish sites of King 

David's Tomb, the Western Wall, Yad Vashem 
(Holocaust Museum) and the Shrine of the Book 

• Friday night Shabbat Dinner at the hotel 
• Special Oriental Dinner at a local restaurant in 

Jerusalem 
• 7 Buffet Breakfasts and 2 special-menu Dinners, 

or Buffets 

Social Events 

1nm 

s2112 •• 
Airfare not included 

Get 5% ,n n veu reserve before October 1st1 
INSIGHT VACATIONS 

For more information or to 
reserve your Tour, contact 

Bob Zuckerman 

800.821.1119 ext. 4644 

Date: January 30th 
Time: 11 am to 3 pm 
Place: Temple Sinai, 

Cranston 

For more information, call (401) 942-8350 
www.templesinairi.org 
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Walking in Abraham's footsteps 

lhe journey beyond 
becoming a bar or 

batmitzvah 
Bv R ABBI MARK RooBrNs 

Special to 7he Voice & Herald 

LAST WEEK, Abraham 
came of age as a Jewish 
person. Figuratively 

. speaking, he became 
a "bar mitzvah," taking on the 
responsibilities of a tradition sud
denly thrust on him by God. The 
rest of his Jewish story, may I say, 
was quite a success. A trip to Israel, 
political leadership, fatherhood of 
a nation. Not bad. 

Jewish children today come of 
age in the Jewish community at 
the age of 12 for girls, or 13 for 
boys. Developmentally still chil
dren, the responsibilities of ritual 
adulthood are likewise thrust upon 

them - reading from the Torah, 
chanting the haftarah, leading 
prayers and reciting blessings over 
the Torah. As I witnessed with 
awe more than 100 times during 
my seven years on the pulpit, most 
of our children follow beautifully 
in the footsteps of Abraham, car
rying out their new responsibilities 
with maturity and aplomb. 

But, too often, that's where they 
end their journey. Jewish educa
tion? Over. Ritual life? Peaked out 
at the age of 13. Synagogue? Now 
to visit once or twice a year. And 
what a pity! Is this what we want 
for our children of Abraham? To 
expedite their giving up at the very 
moment of their empowerment? 

We would not be here if it 
weren't for the steps Abraham 
took after his initial self-realiza
tion as a Jew. The steps we take, 
for and along with our children, 
after they become b'nei mitz.vah, 

foJiJt_~~ 
8' great gifts 

by Wendy Job/on 

Speciallz1ng 1n weddlng, rehearsal dinner, bl'ida.l shower, bar/bat 
mltzvah and birtlllla,y !nvttaUons, custom stationery, baby 

announcements, pad sets, cockta.il napkins and other personalized 
gists for every single one of life's specJal occasions! 

And lll!W ... a. greet selact1on of reta!I ~I 

354 elm -. south d&rtmout.h 
608.992.2960 ...-..roua.btz 

will be equally as decisive for their 
Jewish future . 

Bar and bat mitzvah are the 
dawn of beautiful new journeys 
of identity. Let's let our kids see 
and explore the terrain - with the 
new tools they now possess, and 
with the momentum of bar and 
bat mitzvah still at their backs. 

. The landscape of Jewish learning 
is only more fertile for them now. 
Ritual leadership is finally acces
sible. Synagogue finally means 

From the Fruit of the Vine 

Some of the best-kept secrets are outstanding 
Kosher for Passover wines produced in Israe4 Spain, France, 

Chile, Argentina, and California 

Town Wine & Spirits has the region's largest 
selection of Kosher Wines 

at affordable prices 

Call us to ask about our selections. Delivery is available. 

Ttl½T:N 
WINE & SPIRITS 

179 Newport Avenue, East Providence, RI 
401-434-4563 Fax: 401-434-0230 

wwwjvhri.org 

something. 
And, like with Abraham, the 

land of Israel can play an enor
mously constructive role in propel
ling our children forward beyond 
bar mitzvah. It certainly did for 
me. Visiting Israel, together with 
my family, four months after my 
bar mitzvah, opened me to the lim
itless possibilities of Jewish life -
heretofore restricted, by and large, 
by the cozy, but quite narrow, bor
ders of the State of Rhode Island. 
I have never looked back from that 
moment disembarking from the 

RabbiJosephTelushkin 

Lecture and Book Signing 

Hillol: II Nor Now, When? 

plane at Ben Gurion Airport, and 
seeing Hebrew billboards for the 
first time. 

Abraham began a Jewish jour
ney that he never ended. That 
should be our prayers for all our 
kids, as they near the age of bar/ 
bat mitzvah. 

Rabbi M ark Robbins helps plan 
bar/bat mitzvah trips to Israel. A 
native of Providence, he made aliyah 
in 2009 and is the founder ofjewish
liftstory.com. E-mail him at mark@ 
jewishliftstory.com. 

JOSEPH 
TELUSHKIN 

HILLEL 
IF NOT NOW, WHEN? 

T 



BAR/BAT MITZVAH 

SOME OF THE EARLY-BIRD vendors arrive to set up at last year's bar/bat mitzvah expo 
at Temple Sinai in Cranston. 

EXPO vendors provide invaluable resources to simcha planners 
From Page 18 

an elderly member of our com
munity - not part of the cohort of 
people who were bat/ bar mitzvah 
shopping - has come to the expo 
to eat. "It warmed my heart," said 
Ellen, "that she could come and 
eat and not feel uncomfortable. 
Someone might come for a meal 
or something else. I hope the indi
vidual feels comfortable enough to 
com

1
~ back. We're doing a mitz

vah. 
The Knasins have found that 

the vendors participating in the 
expo work well with one another, 
a critical factor in planning and 
implementing a successful event 
of any size. "The party planners 
work with the caterer and the 
caterer works well with the DJ ... 

it's like a puzzle," said Ellen. And 
party planners and entertai ners are 
keeping up with changing times -
they're not just offering the same 
old events each year, she added. 

While all elements of party 
planning are well-represented at 
the expo, the Knasins hope to 
attrac t more vendors providing 
goods or services related to the 
religious service - they'd love to 
have people who create personal
ized yarmulkes or tallitot. 

Asked whether vendors might 
expand their tables to the class
rooms, Ellen said, "No, [religious] 
school is still going on during this 
time. If if gets bigger, we might 
have to go to a different larger 
venue offsite. W e're not there yet, 
but we might be in a year or two. 

While both Ellen and Paul are 
pleased that the event is a success
ful fu ndraiser for Temple Sinai, 
they feel it's more than that. "It's 
meeting a need that's never been 
met before," said Ellen. 

A small sample of this year's 
vendors includes Abel Cater
ing, Providence Biltmore, Music 
Express, A Touch of Class DJ, 
Skorski Photography, Account
ing for Taste, Gold Events, Local 
Hero Catering and H ampton Inn 
and Suites. 

1hej an. 30 event,.from 10:30 
a.m. to 2:30 p.m., is .free and open 
to the public. Temple Sinai is at 30 
Hagen A ve., Cranston. For more 
informat£on, contact the synagogue 
at 942-8350. 

RISTO RANT E 

Please consider us, ond our catering division, 
DECADENT CATERING, for your special 
occasions. We ore eager to be port of 
your events including but not limited to: 

• Shivoh Meals with FREE home delivery 

• Bot and Bar Mitzvah 

• Wedding Receptions at your 
venue of choice 

• Wedding Rehearsal Dinners at Pizzico 

• Bridal Showers 

• Baby Showers 

• Anniversaries etc. 

I wanled lo let you know whal a fabulous job you 
did wilh Jocqueline's Bal Milzvah of Temple Sinai .. 
Everylhing wos just wonderful. The service, the food , 
the staff really everything ! .. . Yau can be sure I wi ll 
recommend Decodenl Calering la onyane I know 
who is looking for o colerer! .. • 

Susan DeMoio, September 2009 

Visit us at pizzicoristorante.com & decadentcateringri . com 

762 Hope Street• Providence. RI 40 1 421 4114 

wwwjvhri.org 
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Hours: Mon-Fri: IOam-5:}0pm 

Wed 10am-7pm •Sat IOam-+pm 

(all for [veningAppointment. 

995 Oaklawn Avenue• Cranston, Kl 02920 

www.papermoonstationer:y.com 

" EVERYONE HAS 

A VOIC E AT MB." 
Quote from parent survey, 
Spring 20/0 

Attend our Open House 
and ask a Moses Brown 
student o·r parent how 
Quaker education makes 
a diffe re nc e whe n it 
co m es to bui ldi ng 
confidence and character. 

775 GIRL S & BOY S 

EARLY C H ILDH OOD - GRAD E 12 

33 ACRES ON T HE EAST SIDE 

MosEs BROWN ScttooL 
Lem71 more at: 
\VWW,1\IOSESBRO\V~.ORG 

& FIND US ON FACEBOOK 

Wilm{}_~ ~aJter& 

far Your 1Jmnu, 
tiu, {2ualit:y; of Your WiM 

S'luutld TM. 

1Fiill1le iimlJ)JIOlJrll:e<d wilmes fTil)m «n.m>UJI11id 1tlhte WIOldd 

au!.!!~S 
Hours: Mon-Sat 9-10, Sun 12-6 

University Marketplace• S71 North Main St· Providence 
Located next to Whole Foods 

l . I 
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Sweet treats for a bar or bat mitzvah celebration 

Make-ahead offerings 
look tempting 

BY NANCY KIRSCH 

nkirsch@jFRl.org 

~HE BIG DAY is 
U !looming - the bat or bar 

mirzvah of your closest 
friends' child is upon 

you. Have you committed to bake 
something wonderfully fattening 
for the Sunday brunch for out-of
town relatives and friends? Or, did 
you promise to bring dessert to the 
oneg? Let's face it: I want to share 
my sweet tooth with you! 

I've done the heavy lifting for 
you by sele,ting some recipes from 
a beautiful new book, The Kosher 
Baker, over 160 Dairy-Free Reci
pes from Traditional to Trendy, by 
Paula Shoyer, and published by 
Brandeis University Press, 2010. 
The cookbook has different cat
egories: Quick & Elegant Desserts, 
Two-Step Desserts (including the 
raspberry bars, below), Multiple
Step Desserts & Breads (includ
ing the brownie pops and the dried 
fruit truffles - the latter recipe looks 
embarrassingly simple) and Pass
over & Other Special Diets. Any of 
the recipes I saw might help a reluc
tant baker become more willing to 
get her hands floury. 

I include some old favorite stan
dards - such as raspberry bars - and 
chose some newer ideas, as well. 

_ The recipes look delicious and easy 
(except for the brownie pops which 
seem to require geometry skills I 
still haven't mastered!) - I can't wait 
to try some at home. 

In all cases, the selected reci
pes can be made ahead and safely 
stored until they're ready for con
sumption on the big day - there's 
nothing more stressful than baking 
for a hungry crowd that's arriving 
within a few hours. So, try these 
recipes when you've got an evening 
or weekend afternoon free - and see 
what you think. 

Raspberry bars 
Ingredients 

2 cups plus 2 tablespoons all
purpose flour 

1 cup confectioners' sugar 
1 cup pareve margarine, frozen 

for 15 minutes, plus extra for greas-

ing pan and parchment 
1 teaspoon pure vanilla extract 
12 ounces (1 and ½ cups) seedless 

red raspberry jam · 

Method 

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. 
Grease a 9x13 pan with some mar
garine. Place a piece of parchment 
in the pan that is large enough to 
go up the sides and hang over a few 
inches. Grease the top and sides of 
the parchment. 

To make the crust 

Place the flour and sugar into 
the bowl of a food processor fitted 
with a metal blade. Process for 10 
seconds. Cut the margarine into 
pieces and add to the bowl along 
the vanilla. (You can also make 
the pastry crust by hand by cutting 
the margarine into the dry ingre
dients with a pastry cutter or two 
knives.) Process or hand mix with 
a wooden spoon until the dough 
comes together. 

Divide the dough into two parts, 
1/3 and 2/3 of the dough. Wrap the 
smaller piece in plastic, flatten and 
place in the freezer. Take the larger 
piece and break it into pieces and 
scatter over the parchment. Press 
the pieces into the pan as evenly as 
you can. Place in the oven and bake 
for 15 minutes. 

Remove from the oven and let 
cool for 15 minutes. Use a silicone 
spatula to spread the jam all over 
the crust in the pan. Remove the 
other dough piece from the freezer 
and, using the large holes of a box 
grater, grate the remaining dough 

. over the filling. Use your hands to 
spread the grated dough all over to 
cover the filling. 

Bake for 30 minutes or until 
the edges start to brown. Let cool. 
Trim off about ¼ inch of the sides 
and then cut into squares or long 
bars. 

The cookbook author's note: "My 
friend, and great baker, Lisa Silver
man .... always insists on sprinkling 
chocolate chips (about 1 cup) over the 
jam, but I like them simpler." 

Makes 35 square bars. 
Store covered with plastic wrap 

or in an airtight container at room 
temperature for five days or freeze 
for up to three months. 

ZACKS CAMERA REPAIR 
791 Hope Street 

Prov_idence, RI 02906 

Video and Audio Transfer 
Tapes• LP's 

Digital & Film Camera Repairs 

(401) 2-REPAIR - 273-7247 
FAX: (401) 490-8212 

MICHAEL F. ZACKS, C.P.C. 
zackscamerarepair.com 

info@zackscamerarepair.com 

Brownie pops of chocolate. Remove the brownie 
from the freezer and peel off the 
foil. Place on a cutting board. Trim 
off the sides to make them even. 
(Feel free to eat the trimmings.) 
Cut the brownie into 1-and ½-inch 
strips and then into small squares. 
You can also cut 2sinch squares and 

Dried fruit truffles 
Ingredients 

1/3 cup whole raw almonds 
10 dried apricots 
10 pitted dates 
1 teaspoon orange blossom water 

(optional) 

The author writes, "I was once at 
a bar mitzvah where all the desserts 
were served on sticks, which gave me 
the idea for these brownie pops. You 
can sprinkle any type of nut, coconut, 
sprinkles or colored sugars on the wet 
chocolate for a more festive look. I like 
to make different shapes and use many 
different decorations. You cdn sprinkle 
the decorations on all or part of the 
shapes.· 

then each square r---------......... --------. 

Ingredients 

Pareve margarine for greasing 
pan 

16 ounces parve semisweet or 
bittersweet chocolate, divided 

1/3 cup canola or vegetable oil 
1 cup sugar 
¼ cup plain soy milk 
2 large eggs 
1 teaspoon pure vanilla extract 
¼ teaspoon salt 
½ teaspoon baking powder 
¼ cup parve unsweetened cocoa 
1 cup all-purpose flour 
¼to½ finely ground nuts of your 

choice, shredded coconut, sprinkles 
or colored sugar, for sprinkling on 
brownies 

48 lollipop sticks 

Method 

Preheat the oven to 350 degrees. 
Line an 8-inch baking pan with 
foil, allowing some to extend up 
and over the sides. Grease the 
bottom and side with some marga
rine. 

Break 6 ounces of the chocolate 
into small pieces and melt, either on 
the stovetop in a double boiler. 

When the chocolate is melted, 
add the oil and sugar and whisk 
well. Add the soy milk, eggs and 
vanilla and whisk again. Add the 
salt, baking powder and cocoa and 
whisk again. Finally, add the flour 
and mix well with a silicone spatula. 

Pour into the pan and spread 
evenly. Bake for 30 minutes or until 
the top looks dry. Let cool for a half 
hour and then place in the freezer 
for a minimum of 1 hour. 

Melt the remaining 10 ounces 

into two triangles. 
I have also used 
cookie cutters to 
cut interesting 
shapes, but to do 
this you will need 
to thin out the 
baked brownie 
by first cutting 
squares the size of 
your cookie cut
ters and then slic
ing each square 
into two layers -
the cookie cutters 
can't go through 
a thick brownie. 
You can then use 
the cookie cutters 
·to cut shapes out of 
the pieces. 

Place a lolli
pop stick in the 
bottom of each 
shape and dip into 
the melted chocolate, covering all 
sides and the bottom of the shape 
around the stick. Hold the brownie 
over the bowl to drip off the excess 
chocolate. Sprinkle finely ground 
almonds, pistachios or other nuts, 
shredded coconut, sprinkles or col
ored sugar on the wet chocolate. 
Place the sticks standing up into 
a cup to set. Serve on a platter on 
their sides or stand them up in a 
cup, bowl or small vase filled with 
sugar. 

Makes 48 square pops. 

Store standing in cups, flat on 
waxed paper or place into a large 
airtight container in the refrigerator 
for up to five days or freeze for up to 
three months. 

M.C. MUSIC PRODUCTIONS 

Rhonda Marzetta 
(401) 353-1502 
simplyinvitations@cox.net 

wwwjvhri.org 

Available for 
Bar/Bat Mitzvahs 
and all occasions! 

'3/ "/fx ,i11l111r 1J/ 

wedding 
bar/ bat mitzvah 

www.mysimplyinvitations.com 

Method 

Place the almonds, apricots and · 
dates in a food processor fitted with 
a metal blade. Process until the 
mixture comes together. Add the 
orange blossom water, if using, and 
pulse a few times. 

Scoop 1 teaspoon of the mixture 
at a time and roll into balls. Let sit 
on a plate for at least 2 hours to dry. 
Then store in an airtight container. 

Serve in little round paper cups 
on a platter. 

Makes 12 truffles. 

Store in an airtight container at 
room temperature for up to 5 days. 

JEFFREY B. PINE, PC 
Attorneys at Law 

Jeffrey B. Pine 
Attomt)' General 1993- 1999 

• Criminal Defense 
• Personal Injury/Serious Accidents 
• Civil and Business Litigation 
• Divorce/Family l..iw 
• Probate/Estate Planning 
• Real Estate 

Attorneys 
JEFFREY 8. Pl~l 

BRIAN G. Got DSTEIN 

321 South Main St.· Suite 302 
Providence, RI • 401.351.8200 

Summit Plaza • 231 Old Tower Rd. 
Wakefield, RJ • 401.788.9100 

www.pinelaw.com 
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W ITH MANY 
teens turning 
vegetarian - or at 
least experiment

ing with the "no-meat" lifestyle 
- parents may find themselves 
struggling with meal planning and 
preparation. That struggle can be 
even more challenging if you are 
cooking for a houseful of guests 
in town for your child's bar or bat 
mitzvah. If you don't "spill the 
beans" by telling them _ these are 
vegetarian entrees, these recipes 
just might satisfy even your most 
dedicated meat-eaters! 

Garden style Sloppy .Joes 
Ingredients 

2 teaspoons olive oil 
1 cup chopped onion 
1 cup chopped celery 
½ cup diced carrots 
1 (8 ounce) package tempeh or 

tofu, crumbled 
2 cups canned, crushed toma

toes, do not drain 
¼ cup water 
¼ cup hot and spicy barbecue 

sauce 
2 teaspoons chili powder 
½ teaspoon dried oregano 
salt and pepper to taste 
hamburger buns 

Method 

Heat oil in a non-stick skil
let on medium heat. Saute onion, 
celery, carrot and tempeh or tofu 
for about 5 minutes. 

Stir in tomatoes and the next 6 
ingredients. Bring to a boil. 

Cover, reduce heat and 
simmer for 10 minutes, stirring 
occasionally. 

Uncover and continue cooking 
until mixture thickens. 

Serve on toasted hamburger 
buns. 

Makes 8 servings. 

Moroccan casserole 
Ingredients 

2 tablespoons olive oil 
1 (15 ounces) can chickpeas 

or black beans, rinsed well and 
drained 

¼ teaspoon salt 
1 (14 ounces) can chopped 

tomatoes 
1 package cubed butternut 

squash 
½ cup raisins 
2 teaspoons cumin 
1 teaspoon cinnamon 
1 teaspoon paprika 
1 cup couscous 
1 cup frozen peas 

Method 

Heat oil and cook chickpeas or 
black beans for 3-5 minutes. 

Add broth, tomatoes, squash, 
raisins and spices. 

Bring to a boil. Cover, reduce 
heat and cook for 15 minutes. 

Stir in couscous and peas. 
Remove from heat and allow to 

stand 5 minutes. 
Makes 3-4 servings. 
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Vegetarian options may please meat-eaters 
PAGE 29 

Tofu, broccoli and garlic sauce 
Ingredients 

1 pound firm or extra firm tofu, 
cut into chunks 

4 tablespoons soy sauce, divided 
2 tablespoons rice vinegar 
3 tablespoons sugar 
1 teaspoon cornstarch dissolved 

in 1 tablespoon water 
cayenne pepper to taste 
1 teaspoon dark sesa me oil 
few drops hot pepper sauce 
1 tablespoon canola oil 

3 tablespoons minced garlic 
1 bunch broccoli, chopped 
1 red pepper, chopped 
cooked brown rice 

Method 

Marinate tofu chunks in 2 
tablespoons soy sauce for at least 
30 minutes. 

Mix together 2 tablespoons soy 
sauce, rice vinegar, sugar, corn
starch slurry, cayenne pepper, 
sesame oil and hot pepper sauce. 
Set sauce aside. 

China Inn 
a taste of clii11a in foivn 

Located in downtown Pawtucket, just a few minutes from the 
East Side, China 'Inn has received "The Best of award many 
times from local Rhode Island publications and has built a rep
utation for offering delicious, authentic Chinese cuisine for its 
30 plus years ofbusiness. The classy interior of our restaurant 
helps to create a bright and warm atmosphere that comple
ments the simple, clean decor of the dining area, and which 
makes it stand out among the average Chinese restaurants in 
the surrounding area. 

GIFT CERTIFICATE 

BAR LOUNGE 

PRIVATE PARTIES & BUSINESS MEETINGS 

BANQUET HALL 

For Delicious Take Out or Delivery Please Call 40 l . 723.3960 

We deliver to Pawtucket and East Side 

40 l .723.3960 I 285 Main Street Pawtucket, RI 02860 I www.chinainnri.com 

wwwjvhri.org 

Stir fry garlic in oil. Add tofu 
and stir-fry a few more minutes. 

Add broccoli and stir-fry until it 
turns bright green, usually about 5 
minutes. 

Add sauce and mix well to coat 
broccoli and tofu and to allow 
sauce to thicken. 

Serve over cooked brown rice. 

Makes 4 servings. 

1hese vegetarian recipes are from 
Simply More Delicious, A Col
lection of New and Treasured 
Recipes, from the Miriam Hospital 
Women's Association, and published 
by Wimm er Cookbooks, 2009. 

H you're not -eating 
CASERTA's you're 
not eating pizza! 

51·00 OFF -ji/ 

A Rhode Island Tradition for over 50 years 
Parking available 

TAKE OUT 272-3618 or 621-3618 or 621-9190 
JV 

BELWIN"G- TURI-CEY FAR.1.VI 

A Tha.riksgiving Tradition Since 1 944 

Order Your Fresh 
BELWING 
Turkey Today! 

,u9~ 
G-if"t. Orders a. Specia.lt.y 

773 Taunton A\'enue Route 44, Seekonk, MA 
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Yo-Yo Dieting? Stress Eating? 
Overeating? Binging? 

ISRAEL 

/Yossi Zamir / Flas h90IJTA 
AT THE ISRAELI Cabinet meeting on Oct. 10, ministers voted 22-8 in favor of a 
measure to require non-Jewish immigrants to take a loyalty oath to the Jewish state. 

LOYALTY oath up for debate in Israel 
From Page 1 

in its negotiations with the Palestinians, and 
as Israel gears up for what could become 
intensified confrontation with Iran. 

The loyalty oath, which must be approved 
by the full Knesset to become law, would 
require non-Jewish immigrants to swear 
allegiance to Israel as a "Jewish and demo
cratic state." It was a longtime condition of 
participation in the governing coalition by 
Yisrael Beitenu, the party that helped crown 
Benjamin Netanyahu prime minister in early 
2009 by joining his Likud Party. 

A measure that has drawn sharp criticism 
on · the Israeli left, and .from some figures on 
the political right and center, was supported 
by 22 Cabinet members and opposed by 
eight - Labor's five ministers and three from 
Likud. 

In America, Mizrahi's Israel Project was 
one of the few organizations other than sol
idly left-wing ones willing to say anything 
on the record. Most major centrist groups, 
including those that lean toward liberal, kept 
their refusal to comment off the record. 

"The timing is not right," one official said, 
others simply declared that they were not 
prepared to deal with the issue. 

The American Jewish Committee said 
its staff was busy analyzing its latest poll of 
Jewish voters, and that it might have a state
ment later this week. The Anti-Defamation 
League .did not address the content of the 
oath, but said it should extend to all new 
immigrants, Jews and non-Jews. 

Groups on the American Jewish left 
denounced the proposed law in the same 
strong terms used by their Israeli counter
parts. J Street and the New Israel Fund 
(NIF), cited prominent Israelis. 

"The proposal would harm relations with 
Israel's Arabs and damage the country's 
international reputation," NIF quoted Meri
dor as saying in its action alert. "Act now to 
stand up for Israel and its democratic future," 
urging supporters to contact Netanyahu's 
office directly. 

The law's defenders frame it as an appro
priate and effective way to deal with efforts 
to delegitimize Israel. 

"Currently, Israel faces the greatest dele
gitimization campaign of any nation," 
Deputy Foreign Minister Danny Ayalon, 
a member of Yisrael Beitenu, wrote in The 
Jerusalem Post. "One of the main targets is its 
national character. Unfortunately, too many 
Israeli Jews have internalized this assault and 

have either forgotten , misunderstood or are 
actively working against the raison d'etre of 
the re-establishment oflsrael." 

What sticks in the craw of opponents is 
making loyalty to the Jewish state a specific 
attribute requiring the fealty of non-Jews. 
Ayalon and others have defended the oath as 
not differing from the U.S. Pledge of Alle
giance required of new citizens. The pledge, 
however, does not defer to any cultural, reli
gious or ethnic designation. 

"It is one thing to require adherence to 
the faw," Hagai Elad, who directs the NIF
backed Association for Civil Rights in Israel, 
wrote to supporters. "It is another altogether 
to demand that free individuals in a democ
racy sign on to a specific ideology or identity 
- and specifically one with particular reli
gious content." 

T zipi Livni, the leader of the opposition 
Kadirna Party, depicted the proposed law as 

"lt wi11 cause interna1 
conflicts. This is a bad 
proposed 1aw that does 
not protect 1srae1 as the 
Jewish nationa1 home, 

and even harms it." 

Tzipi Livni 

a blunt instrument. "This law does not con
tribute anything - the opposite is true," The 
Jerusalem Post quoted her as saying. "It will 
cause internal conflicts. 1his is a bad pro
posed law that does not protect Israel as the 
Jewish national home." 

The ADVs concern - that the law's main 
fault was in its discriminatory application 
to non-Jewish immigrants only - also was 
reflected at the Cabinet meeting, where 
Yaakov Neeman proposed an amendment to 
make it a requirement for every immigrant, 
regardless of religion. It did not pass. 

"The pledge becomes unnecessary for 
those who join us by virtue of their national 
and historic ties to our land and people," 
he wrote. "The Jewish state was created to 
deal specifically ,vith the issue of the Jewish 
people, and the return of any Jew to his or 
her land is the fulfillment of this principle." 

wwwjvhri.org 
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LILY FINK AND NADAV SAMIN 

Y DALIA FINK, the University of Michigan. She is 
ughter of Michael and employed by the New York City 
ichael Fink of Provi- Hospital System as a strategic 

, d Nadav Samin, the son planner. 
of Dr. Amiram and Rena Samin The groom is a graduate ofNYU 
of Brooklyn, N.Y., were married at and received a master's degree 
Touro Synagogue in Newport on from Johns Hopkins University. 
May 30. The reception was held He is currently working towards 
at the Ocean Cliff Resort, also in his Ph.D. at Princeton University 
Newport. in Near East studies. 

A graduate of Classical High The couple honeymooned on 
School and Brown University, the the Greek Islands and make their 
bride received her MBA from the home in Brooklyn. 

We Are Read 

JANE CIVINS 

There's more to France than just Paris 
e Jewish Voice & 

H erald traveled with 
ane Civins and her 

husband, M ichael Malardo, this 
summer to Paris and to the city 
of Beauvais, an hour's train ride 
to the north . 

Residents of Cranston, they 
traveled by train to visit friends 

overnight, an occurrence startling 
to those who know them well - in 
the nearly 30 years they've visited 
Paris (twice each year), they had 
never before explored France, 
beyond Paris. 

Michael Malardo took this 
photo, onAug.11, across the street 
from the Beauvais train station. 

OY 
SHER BARUCH 
GOLDSTEIN, · the 
son of Jonah and Jes
sica (Larko) Gold

stein, of Manville, was born on July 
16 at 6:11 a.m. At birth, he weighed 
7 pounds, 12 ounces and was 20.5 
inches long. 

He is the younger brother of Ronan 
Goldstein. Asher's grandparents are 
Meyer and Sue-Rita Goldstein of 
Providence, Anne and Ken Poirier 
of North Smithfield, and Michael 
Larko of North Smithfield. His 
great-grandparents are Baruch Gold
stein ofDelray Beach, Fla., and Diana 
and Richard Beauchemin of North 
Smithfield. 

The bris was held on July 23 at the 
home of Meyer and Sue-Rita Gold
stein. 

Jewish attorneys are recognized 
PROVIDENCE - Five attor
neys, Susan Leach DeBlasio, 
Stanley J. Kanter, Richard A. 
Licht, Robert L Stolzman and 
David A. Wollin, all with Adler, 
Pollock & Sheehan P.C., are 
listed in the 2011 edition of Ihe 
Best Lawyers in America. 

.Susan Leach DeBlasio has 
been named one of Rhode 
Island's best in health care law. 
Adept at advising healthcare 
institutions and medical pro
fessionals, a frequent speaker 
to healthcare professionals and 
community groups, DeBlasio is a 
member of the American Health 
Lawyers Association and, for 
more than five years, served as 
the legal writer for the monthly 
Health Care Professional. She is 
the past president of the Jewish 

wwwjvhri.org 

Seniors Agency, vice president of 
URI Hillel Foundation, Jewish 
Federation of Rhode Island 
(JFRI) board member and the 
vice president ofJFRI's Women's 
Alliance. 

Stanley J. Kanter, named one 
of Rhode Island's best in real 
estate law by his peers, chairs the 
firm's real estate law group. He is 
a Fellow of both the American 
College of Mortgage Attorneys 
and the American College of 
Trust and Estate Counsel. 

Richard A. Licht, a former 
Rhode Island lieutenant gover
nor, was named one of Rhode 
Island's best in government rela
tions law. Licht is the national 
board chair of NARAL as Pro
Choice America and a JFRI vice 
president. 

Robert I. Stolzman has been 
named one of Rhode Island's 
best in real estate and public 
finance law. He is counsel to the 
Rhode Island Economic Devel
opment Corporation (RIEDC) 
and is the RIEDC's board sec
retary. Stolzman is president of 
Camp JORI's board, vice presi
dent of Temple Beth-El and a 
JFRI board member. 

David A. Wollin, named 
one of Rhode Island's best in 
commercial litigation, product 
liability litigation and mass tort 
litigation by his peers, co-chairs 
the Federal Court Local Rules 
Committee and is a member of 
the Rhode Island Board of Bar 
Examiners. 
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Children's Concert with 
ShirLaLa 

Shira Kline returns for an after
noon of singing, dancing and 
laughter. 

· JCCRI, 401 Elmgrove Ave., 
Providence 

4p.m. 

More info: nkatzman@bjeri.org 

Monday 
Oct. 25 
JERI Satellite Office Hours 

See Oct. 18 entry 

Sakonnet Bay Manor, 1215 Main 
Rd., Tiverton 

10:30 a.m. - Noon 

More info: Susan Adler at 621 -
5374 or sadler-jeri@jsari.org 

An Afternoon with Ruth Hartz 
Ruth Hartz, a hidden child in 
southern France in World War 
II, will speak on the Holocaust, 
tolerance, prejudice and dis
crimination. 

Browsing Area, Claire T. Carney 
Library, UMass/Dartmouth, 
285 Old Westport Rd., North 
Dartmouth, Mass. (Parking is 
available in parking lot 13) 

4:30 p.m. 

More info: Maria Sanguinetti at 
favela@comcast.net 

Jewish Learning Institute Fall 
Course 

"Medicine and Morals: Your 
Guide Through Life's Tough De
cisions" is a case-study based 
exploration of Jewish medical 
ethics taught by Rabbi Yossi 
Laufer. Contact Rabbi Laufer for 
other times and locations. 

Cha bad of West Bay, 3871 Post 
Rd., Warwick 

7 p.m. 

$99 for the entire course or $25 
per lesson 

More info: Rabbi Yossi Laufer 
at 884-7888 or www.RabbiWar
wick.com or www.reJewish
Kids.com/newcourse 

Wednesday 
Oct. 27 
To Life Center Craft Bazaar 

Featuring handmade crahs, 
fine art paintings, sweet treats, 
gih baskets, raffles and live 
entertainment. 

Jewish Seniors Agency, 100 
Niantic Ave., Providence 

10 a.m. - 2 p.m 

More info: Clayton at 351 -2440 
ext. 16 

Flu Clinic at Kosher Senior 
Cafe 

JCCRI, 401 Elmgrove Ave., 
Providence 

Noon - Lunch; 12:30 - 2:30 - Flu 
clinic 

$3 lunch donation for 60+ and 
under 60 disabled 

More info: Neal Drobnis or 
Lucy Flam at 861-8800 ext. 107 

The Kosher Senior Cafe meets 
every Wedneday and Friday at 
this location. 

JSA Women's Association 
Annual Meeting 

Raffle, knit goods for sale, 
music by the Klezphonics and 
refreshments. 

Tamarisk Assisted Living, 3 
Shalom Dr., Warwick 

1-3 p.m. 

More info: Bernice Weiner at 
663-6747 or benah@ix.netcom. 
com 

National Council of Jewish 
Women presents "Making 
Trouble" 

The documentary film is about 
Molly Picon, Fanny Brice, 
Sophie Tucker, Joan Rivers, 
Gilda Radner and Wendy Was
serstein. Gail Twersky Reimer, 
PhD., the founding director of 
the Jewish Women's Archive, 
will speak. 

Temple Ema nu-El Vestry, 99 Tah 
Ave., Providence 

7 p.m. 

More info: Barbara Brown at 
885-1751 or aturtle47@hotmail. 
com or Barbara Mer at 723-2870 

, or barbmer@hotmail.com 
\ 

Thursday 
Oct. 28 
JERI S~tellite Office Hours 
Topic: Shmeer and Shmooze 

JERI Director Sbs;rn Adler 
and Assistant Director Ethan 
Adler counsel seniors and their 
families. Ethan is available for 
pastoral counseling. 

Congregation B'nai Israel, 224 
Prospect St., Woonsocket 

9:30 - 11 a.m. 

More info: Susan Adler at 621-
5374 or sadler-jeri@jsari.org 

The Many Faces of Adoption: 
Families Tell Their Stories 

Hear from families who have 
adopted children of various 
ages, from the United States 
and abroad. 

Jewish Family Service, 959 
North Main St., Providence 

6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 

More info: Peg Boyle at 331-
5437 or peg@jfsri.org 

Saturday 
Oct. 30 

D'VAR/CALENDAR 
d'var Torah 

Life is a journey - and one not always 
filled with highs and lows 

LEKJI L 'KHA 

GENESIS 12:1-17:27 

BY RABBI PETER STEIN 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald NFTER the awesome 
renzy of the holy days 
nd festivals, we are 
ow one week into the 

month of H eshvan. This month is 
notable in the Jewish calendar as 
the only month in the year with 
no holidays or special obser
vances. It is a wonderful oppor
tunity to focus our attention on 
the beauty of the every day, on 
the rhythm of six days of work 
and ordinary pursuits followed 
by the sacred rest of Shabbat. 

Our Torah portion for this 
Shabbat is Lekh L' kha, which 
begins with Genesis, C hapter 
12. God calls to Abraham, then 
still known as Abram, to "Go 
forth from your land, from your 
birthplace, your father's house, to 
a land that I will show you." It is 
the beginning of a monumental 
journey, one that is the founda-

Oanny Maseng Gala Concert 
Danny Maseng, actor, singer, 
writer and composer, performs 
in concert in honor of Judith 
Seplowin's 10 years as cantor. 

Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard Ave., 
Providence 

7 p.m. 

More info: Rob Massi at 331-
6070 or Rmassi@temple-beth-el. 
org 

Fishel Bresler & Shelley Katsh 
Perform 

Klezmer and Hasidic tunes in a 
cozy coffee house setting. 

Brooklyn Coffee Tea House, 20~ 
Douglas Ave., Providence 

8 p.m. 

More info: breslersmusic@ 
gmail.com 

Sunday 
Oct. 31 
Trip to Newport 

Visit to Touro Synagogue and 
Visitor Center with special 
presenter Keith Stokes. Tour 
includes information about the 
Jewish community of Barbados 
directly connected to the New
port settlement as early as 1658. 

Temple Ema nu-El, 99 Tah Ave., 
Providence 

10 a.m. - Bus departs Provi
dence, 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. - Tour 

$8 plus bus fee · 

More info: 331-1616 

wwwjvhri.org 

tion of our faith and the root of 
our connection to the land of 
Israel. 

Along this journey, there 
were many high points .. .Jacob 
wrestling with the angel, Moses 
recognizing God at the burn
ing bush, the parting of the sea, 
the giving of the Ten Com
mandments, and many more. 
There were also terribly difficult 
moments, including the deaths 
of the patriarchs and matriarchs, 
the centuries of slavery in Egypt 
and the tragedy of the Golden 
Calf. 

Each of these events is central 
to our learning and growth as a 
people and a faith community. 
Even today, when we read of 
these events, we gain insight into 
our lives as Jews and as members 
of society. However, the essence 
of our identity is not found only 
in the momentous occasions on 
life's journey. In the words of the 
famous poem by Rabbi Alvin 
Fine, " ... life is a journey [and] ... 
we see that victory lies not at 

some high place along the way, 
but in having made the journey, 
stage ty stage." · 

Abram and Sarai set forth on 
a journey. Along the way, they 
are blessed with new names. As 
described in this week's para
shah, they are renamed Abraham 
and Sarah. The letter "hey," for 
"Hashem," the name of God, is 
added to each of their names. 
God is with them every step of 
the way, with every breath they 
take. So too, for all of us: There 
is possibility and meaning each 
day when we wake up. Part of 
the daily liturgy is a set of bless
ings called nissim b' khol yom: The 
miracles in every day. M ay we be 
blessed to recognize the holiness 
in each and every new day, and 
may we all blessed with days of 
peace as we walk along the way. 

Rabbi Peter Stein, the rabbi at 
Temple Sinai, a R eform synagogue 
in Cranston, is the president of the 
Rhode Island Board of R abbis. 
Contact him at Stein@Tem
pleSinaiRI.org. 

JIM SPOONER 
Write-in 
LT. Governor 
Tuesday, November 2, 201 O 

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR 
FOUR Year Term 

Vote for 1 

Elizabeth H. Roberts 
DEMOCRAT .. .. 

Robert ~~oiteJO~~ .. .. 

J/;t,( .f P(}(}/t/£R w,;,e.;n .-i 

• Print Jim Spooner 
• Connect the Arrow 
• Don't forget to bring a pen 

Please call 722-2222- until 11 :30 pm 
or 401-451-9717 • jbspooner@verizon.net 

JIM SPOONER 
LT. GOVERNOR 

Alan Shawn Feinstein 
YOUR GREAT KIDS!:-: 
Sat. 10 A.M. & 12 Noon 
Sun. 10 A.M. & 6 P.M. 

PBS 36 / Cox 8 / Comcast 
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SCIENCE AND SOCIETY 

Calling prejudice what it is 
College quotas based 
on religion are passe 

AQUOTA, ;n , wodd 
free of bigotry, is 
defined as that share or 
fraction of a particular 

population that is deemed eli
gible for admission to a particular 
jurisdiction, ent ity or institution. 

_ 11ie meaning derives from a Latin 
phrase, quota pars? (how great a 

::'::'::'=',..=-=""= part?) and has 
been employed to 
specify the quan
titative details 
of the admission 
procedure to 
entities as modest 
as boys' clubs or 
as magisterial 
as immigrat ion 

Dr. Stanley ratios to great 
Aronson nations. The 
---- word "quota,~ of 
cou rse, carries no special bias. 

Consider a prcs1igious Ameri
can institution of higher learning 
in the early decades of the 20th 
century. It is an immensely popu
lar university and justifiably so, 
as it provides an admirable edu
cational experience. The number 
of academically eligible appli
cants, however, greatly exceeds its 
number of available places in its 
freshman class. Certain instruc
tions are sent to the admissions 
office to guide staff members in 
their labors so that the selection 
process does not become entirely 
random and haphazard. Appli
cants whose parents were alumn i 
are to be favored, a stipulat ion 

called the "legacy preference.~ 
And further, those applicants 
who would best fit with the cur
rent campus population (i.e., 
middle-class, native-born, wh ite 
and Protestant) and fulfill certain 
ambiguously defined attributes as 
"soliditf and "sterling character~ 
are also to be given preference. 
Finally, to reinforce this - to 
make plain what was elliptically 
obscure - the adm issions office is 
to observe a 5 percent quota on 
admitting Jewish applicants. 

Th is wou ld be a laudable 
instruction, a form of affirmative 
action, if indeed Jewish youth 
were inadequately represented 
in the current student body. The 
truth was otherwise and the 
religious quota established then 
became as morally praisewor
thy as an edict prohibiting mil
lionaires from applying for food 
stamps. 

If thi;: specific requirement had 
been altered to a 5 percent limit 
on accepted applicants with a 
specific blood type or who are 
left-handed, the requirement's 
patent ludicrousness would have 
been worthy of a Gilbert & Su l
livan farce. However, few col lege 
administrators openly questioned 
this religion-based quota. Indeed, 
instead of hiding in imeroffice 
memos, its message spread to 
many ·college campuses, distin
guished and otherwise, beyond 
1his one Ivy League institution. 

Did the need for a quota sig
nify that a student body com
prised of no more than 5 percent 
Jews was a socially tolerable 
assembly of youngsters, but that 6 

J>aidforbyTheJ>erryforSenateCommittee,JoanGelchchairperson 

percent or more would somehow 
contaminate the campus ambi
ence of enlightenment or lessen 
the educational mission of the 
institution? And if, indeed, more 

"Would religious 
conversion allow 
the application 
to remain in 
the otherwise 

uncontaminated 
applicant pool?" 

than 5 percent would debase the 
institution, why then admit any 
Jewish students? 

Could it have been some tenet, 
some indefensible canon of fun
damental Judaism that caused 
this institution of higher educa
tion - and its mimicking breth
ren - to establish this restrictive 

admission clause? And if so, 
might the quota then be cau
tiously relaxed for those adher
ing to Reform Judaism or even 
those who declare themselves to 
be secular Jews, but with no syn
agogue affiliation? And what of 
Jewish atheists or those who - by 
Nuremberg standards - are on ly 
one-half or one-fourth Jewish? 
Wou ld religious conversion -
with appropriately notarized 
baptismal certificates - allow the 
application to remain in the oth
erwise uncontaminated applicant 
pool? 

To avoid these many admi nis
trative complications, might there 
be some identifiable fragment of 
the human DNA sequence that 
is undeniably Jewish? If so, might 
the admissions committee then 
rely upon the self~evident objec
tivity of a laboratory test rather 
than the dissimulations of those 
who might wish to conceal their 
Judaism? Perhaps by employing 
such a test, applied openly and 
without prejudice to all applicants 

- much like a Wasserman (syphi
lis) test - would not the indeli
cacy of asking questions about 
the candidate's rel igion be safely 
avoided? It wou ld then cloak the 
admissions procedure with an air 
of fairness and objectivity. And 
since bigo1ryis defined as anger in 
men bereft of thinking, it makes 
the admissions effort , beyond the 
stern objectivity of the D NA test, 
one of thoughtfulness and hence 
free of religious bias. 

By the 21st century, universi
ties had overcome their many 
biases, at least in the nations of 
the Western world. Naked big
otry had then been transformed 
into more soph isticated means of 
distinguishing kith from strang
ers. But mankind 's prejudices 
remain old and wearisome. It 
may therefore require more than 
a healing generation before we 
confront each human as a unique 
individual. 

Stanlty M. Aronson, M.D., is a 
rttirrd physician. Contact him at 
smamd@cox.ntt. 

EPOCH Senior Living . 
Providing Q;tality Lifestyles in Yottr Neighborhood 

10 Years & Cottnting. 

~ 
lEJP>OCH® 

of Providence 

ksim:d living rm tlN &m Side 
One Butler Avenue • Providence, Ill 

401-275-0682 

Senio.- Living 011 Bltulmone &11lev11rd 
353 Bbckstone Roulcv:1rd • PrO\idence, RI 

401 -273-6565 

www.epochsl .Com 

Assisted Living • Shorr-Term Rehabilitation • Long-Term Care 
Skilled Nursing • Memory Care • Respite • Fitness Center 

wwwjvhri.org 
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The JEWISH VOICE & ffERArn 
Business and Professional Directory 

ANTIQUES 

A . 
NTIQUE 

. ACQUISITIONS 
STU ALTMAN 
401-331-SOLD (7653) 

ESTATE ANTIQUES WANTED 

BUYING: 
ADVERSTISING, BOOKS, CLOCKS, 

FOUNTAIN PENS, GLASS, LAMPS, LIGHTERS, 
MILITARY, PAINTINGS, PAPER, PHOTOS, POTTERY, 
RADIOS, SILVER, SPORTS, TOYS, WATCHES, ETC. 

BARIBAR MITZVAHiWEDDINGS 

WHISPERING 
PINES 

CO FERENCE 
CENTER 

University of Rhode Island 
W. Alton Jones Campus 

West Greenwich, RI 

(401) 397-3361 ext.6056 
www.uri.edu/ajc/wpines 

The natural beauty of Whispering Pines provides an intimate 
setting for a ceremony and reception for as many as 180 

(huppah Rental· 
Local delivery 

and set-up 

Ready to Decorate 
!\.""\'lllffl'"• rentachuppah@gmail.com 

401-728-3528 

Take the Oy Vey Out of 
Planning Your Big Day 

Capture your Simcho 
in a professional DVD from 

R.I. Video Pro 

BUSINESS BROKERS 

':,l Vested Business Brokers 
THE BUY-SELL PROFESSIONALS 

DAVID COHEN- New England Managing Director 

CONFIDENTIAL - NO FEE UNLESS SUCCESSFUL 
CALL TODAY FOR A FREE VALUATION 

www.vestedbb.com 
phone: 508-863-9768 

dcohen@vestedbb.com 
fax: 401-293-0029 

COINS 

WE BUY COINS & JEWELRY 
'GOLD COINS WE BUY & SELL RARE COINS, -----J 

: ~i::;i~s BULLION & GOLD JEWELRY 
• STAMPS 
'GOLD JEWELRY & WATCHES BEST 
• ANTIQUES,STERLING SILVER 

'{DINS & BARS PRICES 
·USANDFDREIGN 
• PCGS-NGC authorized 

NOW AYAllABU 
Eagle Silver Dollars, 
GoldCoin,&Estate 
Jewelry and Siver, 
Proof Sets, Coin & 
Stamp Albums 

PODIIAT COIN DCIIANGl IN[ 
769 Hope St, Providence 

Serving banks, anorneys, estates 
andthepublicforover40years. 

SAME LOCATION SINCE 1969 • LC8O41 401-861-7640 

COMPUTER REPAIR & SERVICE 

:~;a~~-~~t~1~i!~~!~~E 
Network Video Surveillance 

Virus/Spyware Removal 
Macintosh Repair 

On-Site Service• Remote Support 

Call Eric Shorr 331-0196 
Toll Free 800-782-3988 

SON/CWAIL~ ~ 
110 Jefferson Blvd., Suite C • Warwick, RI• www.pctrouble.com 

, CPA 

0 f ~ Larry B. Parness 
S A 

MBA 

Tax Preparation • Financial Planning 
Business Consultant 

401-454-0900 • parnessl@ix.netcom.com 
128 Dorrance St. • Suite 520 • Providence, RI 02903 

You've known me for your taxes ... 
Now see me for the rest of your financial story. 

EQUESTRIAN (ENTER 

1/itw 1!«J«JlaMn, ~ 
~~ 

I! 
Boarding. wsom.T raining, ~IQS 

~ vllm/i,,,e/li 
Trai/1Qr, /nsfroc!for 

56 ~oad Rd. &iluatv R.I. 02857 
181401·764--0218 IC) 401-53&-2254 
pinvvivwlann~!P"3il.l'OOI 

GENERAL CONTRACTING 

BUILT-

New Construction 

Cell (401) 996-1312 
Fax (401) 421-6254 

UCTION 

RI Reg# 30842 
Insured 

Quality Service 
'-----=:;;__-1,;rtjsfaction Guaranteed 

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

The Largest Bath 
Showroom In Rhode Island 

Style at V Discounted Prices® 

Fall River, HA 
1-508-675-7433 

Plainville, HA 
1-508-843-1300 

FOR BUSINESS DIRECTORY WEB AND DISPLAY ADVERTISING CONTACT: 

TRICIA STEARLY: 401-421-4111, ext. 160 • tstearly@jfri.org 

READ US ON-LINE WWW.JVHRI.ORG - FRIEND US ON FACEBOOK 
wwwjvhri.org 
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Judaica exhibition at John Carter Brown Library Voice & Herald CLASSIFIEDS 
PROVlDENCE - Brown Univer
sity's John Carter Brown Library is 
hosting a Judaica exhibition called 
"Jews and the Americas: 165 Years 
Collecting Judaica Americana" at 
the library at Brown and George 
streets in Providence. 

The exhibition opens with a 
talk and reception at 5:30 p.m. on 
Thursday, O ct. 21, and will remain 

through January. The focus is on 
early Jewish writing about the 
Americas and early Jewish life in 
various colonies. 

The exhibit focuses first on the 
role of Jewish intellectuals in dis
seminating information about the 
Americas, and second on the roles 
of Jewish emigres in settling the 
American colonies. The libraty's 

Judaica collection has been 
enriched by gifts from individuals, 
and through the assistance of the 
Feldman, Littauer, and other book 
funds. 

For more information, contact the 
j ohn Carter Brown L ibrary at 863-
2725. 

HOUSEKEEPING 
Daily/Weekly/ Bi-Weekly • Jason: 508-496-9559- Kiko02769@ 
yaoo.com 

CERTIFIED NURSING ASSISTANT 

Advertisers: Our readers count! 
CNA with experience with the elderly, looking for private duty 
job, overnight if necessary. Cook, clean, personal care, doctor 
appointments, errands. 

Excellent references. Call Jean @ 626-2870. 

1 http://ww€ 
WWW.JVHRI.ORG 

The JEWISH VOICE & llERArn 
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HOME IMPROVEMENT 

~MEDINA 
Painting & Remodeling co., Inc. 

INTERIOR & EX'IERIOR 

For All Your Painting & Restoration Needs! 
Specializing in water problems, repairing roofs, gutters and basements 

More than 20 years experience in Historical Homes 
FU! red R. l R #7320 

can Al Medina 401.438.8771 

Fully Insured 
Licensed #8269 

Working in the 
Jewish Community 

Since 1990 

HORACIO PIRES 
PAINTING 

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR 
FREE ESTIMATES 

For A Better Job Call 
H. PIRES 

(401) 438-1072 
Phone and Fax Number 

Quality Makes the Difference 
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24 Ho 

• Professional & Reliable 

. Paul Abreu 
: 401 .252-9577 .{ • Excellen! References 
: ....................................... ~ .. f1!~1~~~9~~~~[~! !}~ .. 

• Licensed & Insured 

MEDICAL 

ORTHOPEDIC GROUP, INC. 

WWW.OGI-DOCS.COM 
Toll free 800-725-3037 

588 Pawtucket Avenue, Pawtucke~ RI 02860 
(401 ) 722-2400 • FAX: (401 ) 728-3920 
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OPTICAL SHOP 

Spino's Eyeglass Gallery 
LUCIEN M. SPINO, Registered Optician 

145 Wayland Avenue 
Providence, RI 02906 

Phone: 831-7353 
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PLUl\lBING & HEATING 
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As WE GROW OLDER 

Unfinished business 
Practical and personal 
advice from a retired 

social worker 

W TH absolutely no 
morbidity attached, 
I have recently 
spent a great many 

silent moments dwelling on the 
aspirations I always had and which 
I have not (thus far) accomplished. 
And it is quite obvious according 
to the number of candles on my 

Terna 
Gouse 

last birthday cake 
that I ~ill prob
ably not succeed in 
listing all of them 
amongst my fin
ished endeavors. 

Those goals are 
varied in nature. 
Some are tan
gible and there

----- fore probably less 
significant. It is really not terribly 
important if I do not become a 
computer whiz. (Oh dear, there 
she goes again!) I gave the piano 
many hours of practicing after I 
retired, but did not get one offer 
from Carnegie Hall. My fear of 
falling on the ice when my sons 
were learning to skate was never 
overcome. I did become proficient 
about dreaming up excuses for not 
going skating. Overall, I am rather 
proud of my professional career, 

but lingering in my subconscious 
is a feeling I could have been more 
helpful. My cooking ventures were 
mostly acceptable, but I never suc
ceeded in making a tasty chicken 
soup. I learned Yiddish from con
versations with various immigrant 
relatives and from the Holocaust 
survivors who were my clients at 
the end of World War II. But both 
my father and I were disappointed 
in my inability to master the more 
important language, Hebrew. 

"At the risk of 
sounding corny, 
do not hesitate 

telling your loved 
ones how dear they 

are to you." 

Having admitted some of my 
failings, I think it's important to 
address what I would like to finish 
in the years (ha!) I have left. I can 
knit, crochet and do som; present
able needlepoint. But wouldn't it be 
nice if I could sew an even hem on 
a new pair of slacks? I can make 
a Passover chocolate cake · that is 
so delicious most people suspect it 
contains hametz. Yet, I still cannot 
whip egg whites into a respectable 

meringue. 
The world is not totally crazy. If 

the most respected minds in the 
field can show such admiration for 
modem art, it must have redeeming 
features. I have been blessed with 
the opportunity to see some of the 
world 's greatest works of art. But, 
put me into a museum of fine artS, 
and I am left feeling that the artists 
and their supporters are exploiting 
my good will. Oh well, maybe I still 
have time to give it another try. 

I have (over-) reiterated my love 
of reading. But sometimes an old 
lady would just like to sit back and 
let others entertain her. Yes, I am 
referring to watching television. 
One does not have to be an intel
lectual snob to be offended by the 
endless inanities on our nightly 
television shows. I am not seek
ing the classics or grand opera. But 
I believe that I have an obligation 
to coordinate a movement that 
can prove something to the televi
sion industry: There is an audience 
that wants entertaining television 
and that audience is offended by 
shows such as "The World's Biggest 
Loser." Television is not obliged to 
educate, but it should not lower our 
standards. 

Certainly our tolerance of today's 
politicians should be addressed or 
at least not ignored. I have no harsh 
feelings about sports arenas, but 
when your local politicians fund 

new skating rinks and cuts the 
budgets for local libraries, how can 
senior citizens abstain from con
fronting the legislators who make 
these errors? 

My husband and I went to vote 
in the recent primaries. I counted 
10 poll workers idling over coffee or 
just chatting. 

We were the only voters in the 
room! High on my list of chores 
I must complete is to phone all 
my surviving peers to make them 
feel guilty about not voting. The 
remark, "They are ALL crooks," is 
not an acceptable response. 

The emotional response to the 
death of family members is a com
plex web of feelings of loss and 
emptiness. Since they were always 
part of our worlds, we always knew 
that we would grieve in a variety 
of ways when they were gone. But 
nothing in life really prepares us for 

A tribute to the late Tony Curtis 
BvMtKE FtNK 

Special to The Voice & Herald THERE WAS MORE 
to the career of Tony 
Curtis than his biggest 
hits. 

There were some notable smaller 
masterpieces. There were aspects 
of his personality and past that are 
not even highlighted in his auto
biography. 

I visited the great synagogue 
in Budapest and was surprised to 

find in its garden a large sculpture 
of a tree. The branches held ster
ling silver leaves imprinted with 
the names of those Jews deported 
from Hungary to their deaths in 
Auschwitz. This haunting monu
ment was given by Curtis, born 
Bernard Schwartz, whose relatives 
were among the victims of the 
Nazis. Curtis, who died on Sept. 
29, was more than the romantic 
and clown-like roles he took in 
Hollywood. 

~eniorCare Concepts Inc'. 
Geriatric Cnre_ Management 

Improving the quality of life for those you love 

~ (401) 398-7655 5'£~ jmillet@seniorcareconceplsinc.com 
-~.:.:.....,~;. .. ~; ... -• www.seniorcareconceptsinc.com 

Among his lesser-publicized 
performances was "The Outsider," 
in which he played Ira Hayes, the 
Puma Indian who raised the flag 
on Iwo Jima. Yes, Curtis put on a 
Native American plaster nose and 
some dark makeup to mimic the 
common impression of the look of 
the part he took on. But the plot 
has all the makings of a genu
ine and deep American tragedy. 
Uncomfortable with fame, longing 
for true friendship, disappointed 

in the ideals of both tribe and 
nation, the hero dies at the foot 
of a mountain, an icy end to the 
climb upward. 

Even in his other portraits based 
upon biographies, his Houdini and 
his role in "The Great Imposter," 
he projected complex characters. 
Houdini was the stage name of 
a Jewish magician named Weiss, 
who had higher hopes for his acts 
than to cater to the ignorant or 
superstitious. And, in "The Great 

NEW BEDFORD 

Wound care • 
IV therapy and hydration • 

Medical services Rehabilitative services • 
• Pam management Restorative therapy • C AKosher]ewishfacility ~ 

w Bedford Jewish Convalescent Home 
00 Hawthorn Street, New Bedford, MA 02740 

508.997.9314 • Fax: 508-996-3664 

wwwjvhri.org 

the complex emotions that we feel 
when we lose very close friends. 
So this should remind us that, for 
whatever time we have left, we 
should nourish the friends we have 
left with our concern and assistance 
when needed. (\Ne will gain more 
from this than they will.) 

On a different topic, there are 

several chores undone. Give your 
kids (or your most trusted associ
ate) the deed for your cemetery 
plot. Write your own obituary. 
Pass out your jewelry according to 
your own wishes. Be sure that your 
family members know your wishes 
about elder care. And at the risk of 
sounding corny, do not hesitate tell
ing your loved ones how dear they 
are to you. 

Tema Gouse is a retired social 
worker. Contact her at nbgtpg@cox. 
net. 

Imposter," he depicts the story of 
the phony whose climb upward 
and collapse was reported in all 
the newspapers. Curtis humanizes 
and explains the famous fake. Just 
so, Curtis ought to be remembered 
for his artistry and intelligence, 
not merely his "pretty boy" good 
looks or urgent quest for celebrity. 

Hollywood may have been a 
haven for Jewish cinematic art
ists, but actors who projected the 
plight of Jews in the generations of 
assimilation are seldom praised for 
their efforts, even in their eulogies. 

Mike Fink is a RISD profes
sor who teaches a course on the his
tory of Hollywood. Contact him at 
mfink33@aol. com. 



OBITUARIES 
Edith Biener, 78 

PROVIDENCE Edith Yvette 
( Oelbaum) Biener, a lifelong resident 
of Providence, died on Oct. 3. Born 
in Providence on Oct. 21, 1931, she 
was the daughter of the late Charles 
and Ruth (Hassenfeld) Oelbaum. 

A 1949 graduate of Classical High 
School Class and a 1953 graduate 
of Pembroke College (now Brown 
University), she earned a master's 
degree in counseling from Rhode 
Island College in 1982. She was an 
active volunteer in many civic orga
nizations, and was a former.member 
of Mishkon Tfiloh and Temple Torat 
Yisrael. 

She is survived by her children, 
Susan Biener Bergman of Newton, 
Mass.; Lisa Jacobs of Short Hills, 
N.J.; Shelley Derby of West Newton, 
Mass. and Ellen Knasin of Cranston. 
She ·also leaves her grandchildren, 
Jessica, Stephanie, Zachary, Jen
nifer, Amanda, Andrew, Alison and 
Lauren. 

Donations may be made to Brown 
University Class of '53 Scholarship 
Fund, c/o Ellen Knasin, P.O. Box 
8791, Cranston, RI 02920. 

Jerry Gottfried, 87 
PROVIDENCE - Jerry Gottfried 
died on Sept. 30 at Tockwotton 
Home. He was the husband of Kitty 
(Frankl) Gottfried, to whom he 
was married for 63 years. Born in 

Vienna, Austria, he was a 
~ son of the late Maximillian 
~ and Annette (Lissiansky) 

Gottfried. 
In addition to his wife, he is sur

vived by his daughters, Suzanne 
Rothstein and her husband Rich
ard of Weston, Mass., and Jeanne 
Gottfried and her husband William 
Kirtley of Providence. He was the 
grandfather of Caitlin and her hus
band Andrew, and of Ethan, Rachel 
and Lilia. 

Donations may be made to the 
Tockwotton Home or National Vet
erans Foundation. 

Sylvia 
Greenfeld, 80 
CRANSTON 
Sylvia (Kadsivitz) 
Greenfeld, of 87 
Betsey Williams 

Drive, most recently residing at 
the Harbor Unit of Capital Ridge in 
Providence, died on Oct. 8. She was 
the wife of the late Harold S. Green
feld, mother of Cheryl (Greenfeld) 
Teverow (Jim Krupanski) of Provi
dence and Neil Greenfeld (Deb 
Daw) of Cranston. She was the 
grandmother of Erica Teverow of 
Massachusetts and Jill Teverow of 
New York City. 

She was !he sister of Molly Gran off 
(Marvin) of Warwick, Harold Kay 
(Nanci) of Conn., Betty Kay of 
Florida, Rose Sagan (Lester) of Bar
rington, her sister-in-law Robin, and 
the late Samuel, Robert and Nathan 
Kay. She also leaves many nieces 
and nephews. 

Born in Providence. she was the 
daughter of the late Charles and 
Sarah (Aronovich) Kadsivitz. A 
1948 graduate with honors from 
Hope High School, she was a former 
member of Temple Tora! Yisrael in 
Cranston. · 

After her husband's untimely 
death, she worked for many years 
at Ross Simons Jewelers in Warwick 
and ended her career four years ago 
at Reliable Gold in Providence. She 
will be remembered for her staunch 
loyalty to her family. 

Donations may be made to 
the Sylvia and Harold Greenfeld 
Family fund at the Jewish Federa
tion of Rhode Island or the Harold 
S. Greenfeld Memorial Fund at the 
University of RI Foundation. 

Irving Kessler, 88 
NEWPORT - Irving Kessler, the 
executive vice chairman emeritus of 

the United Israel 
Appeal (UIA), died 
on Oct. 2. He was 
an esteemed leader 
devoted to the care 
of the Jewish com
munity worldwide, 
and to the nurtur
ing of Israel. 

A World War II veteran, he served 
in the Army Air Corps Pathfinders. 
He led UIA from 1974-1988 and was 

• 
senior advisor to Mendel 
Kaplan, the late chairman 
of the Jewish Agency for 
Israel (JAFI), for several 

years. He had been the executive 

director of the Jewish Federation of 
Greater Hartford and a staff associ
ate for the Combined Jewish Phi
lanthropies of Greater Boston. He 
also worked with the Labor Zionist 
Organization, Histadrut, and Israel 
Bonds. 

He was instrumental in early 
effort to secure U.S. government 
funding for Soviet and Ethiopian 
Jews to immigrate to Israel, and he 
secured the necessary line of credit 
with UIA's strong reputation in the 
banking circles. 

Active in the Association of 
Jewish Communal Professionals 
(AJCOP), he received its highest 
honor for professional service, the 
Mandelkorn Award, and served on 
many. local, national and interna
tional Jewish community and Zionist 
organizations. 

In his later years, he devoted a 
great deal of time to his four children 
and seven grandchildren. He lived in 
Newport, with his wife Greta. They 
were members and supporters of 
Newport's Toure Synagogue in 
which they married in 1955. 

Hs life was about Israel. He exem
plified the saying in Pirkei Avot, -s ay 
little and do much." 

Donations may be made to Toure 
Synagogue, 85 Toure St., Newport 
R.I. 02840. 

Eleanor Krasner, 81 
PROVIDENCE - Eleanor B. 

Krasner, of Tockwotton Home, died 
on Sept. 29 at Tockwotten. She was 
the wife of the late A lbert Krasner. 

Born in Providence, a daughter of 
the late Jacob and Rose (Wallack) 
Berstein, she had lived in Crans
ton for 45 years before moving to 
Greenville, then to Providence. She 
was a medical secretary for many 
years, retiring 10 years ago. 

A member of the former Temple 
Beth Israel, she was a former 
member of Temple Tora! Yis
rael. She was the mother of Jane 
Revkin of East Greenwich, Paula 
Krasner of Warwick and Robin 
Cossin of Long Meadow, Mass.; the 
sister of the late Bernard Berstein, 
Isadore Berstein and Ruth Fink. She 
was the grandmother of Elizabeth, 
Talia, Zev, Leah and Ben and his wife 
Ilana. 

Continuing our century-old tradition 
of service to the Jewish community. 
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Contributions may be made to 
Tockwotton Home, 75 East St., 
Providence, RI 02903. 

Martha Saunders 
ELSEWHERE - Martha Manishefsky 
Golden Saunders, of Glastonbury, 
Ct., and formerly of Cranston, died 
on Sept. 30. Her husband Shepard 
Saunders predeceased her. 

Born in Fall River, she was the 
daughter of the late Meyer and 
Jennie Manishefsky. A graduate of 
Durfee High School in Fall River and 
Beth Israel Hospital School of Nurs
ing in Boston, she was an employee 
of the State of Rhode Island until 
her retirement in 1985. She was 
a member of Temple Am David in 
Warwick, the Majestic and Cranston 
Senior Guilds and a life member of 
Hadassah. 

She was a devoted wife, mother 
and Bubby, a great hula-hooper and 
chicken soup and kugel maker. She 
is survived by her son, Barry Golden 
and his wife Natalie Green Golden 
of Prescott Arir., and her daughter 
Marjorie Golden-Mossberg and her 
husband Sheldon of Columbia, Ct. 
She leaves four grandchildren, Eliza
beth and Joshua Golden and Benja
min and Jonah Mossberg. Donations 
may be ~ de to your local A lzheim
er's Associat ion. 

Lillian Stein, 99 
NATICK, Mass. - Lillian Stein, of 

Natick, formerly a resident of Woon
socket for more than 60 years, died 
on Oct. 1 at home. She was the wife 
of the late Samuel Stein. Born and 
raised in Providence, she was the 
daughter of the late W illiam and 
Kadie (Kushner) Hanzel. 

She was a life member of the sis
terhoods of the Providence Jewish 
Home and B'nai Israel Synagogue, 
Woonsocket ; and a member of 
Hadassah, the Majestic Senior Guild 
of Cranston and the Leisure Club of 
B'nai Israel Synagogue. 

She is survived by her children, 
Robert and his wife Paula of Provi
dence, Kenneth and his wife Cheryl 
of Needham, Mass., and Marjorie of 

Natick, Mass. She leaves her grand
children, Jody Kay Riordan and her 
husband James, and Brian Karp and 
his wife Kelly; and six great-grand
children, Chelsea, Spencer, Ethan, 
Emily, Elizabeth and Emily. Her sib
lings were the late Miriam, Sidney, 
Sadie, Harold, A lbert, Bernard and 
Leo. 

Contributions may be made to 
Congregation B'nai Israel, 224 Pros
pect St., Woonsocket , RI 02895 or 
the charity of your choice. 

Ida Werchadlo, 88 
GREENVILLE - Ida Werchadlo 

died on Oct. 11 died at The Miriam 
Hospital. Born in New York City, 
a daughter of the late Conorte and 
Clara (Levy) Canetti, she had lived in 
Warwick for 24 years before moving 
to Greenville three years ago. 

The former wife of Howard 
Werchadlo, she was the mother 
of Charles Werchadlo and his wife 
Deborah of North Scituate; Bruce 
Werchadlo of Cranston, Larry 
Werchadlo and his wife Patricia of 
Wakefield; and Carol Hall and her 
husband Frank of Smithfield. She 
was the sister of Bertha Fischler 
and her husband Conrad of Tama
rack, Fla., and the late Sol Canetti 
and Laura Rosenblum. She was the 
grandmother of 11 and great-grand
mother of 1. 

Contributions may be made to 
The Miriam Hospital Foundation 
ICU Fund, P.O. Box H, Providence, 
RI 02901. 

Memorial service 
for Hannah Goldberg 

The location of the memorial service 
for Hannah Goldberg (whose obitu
ary appeared in the Oct. 1 issue) 
is Mary Lyon Hall, Wheaton Col
lege, in Norton, Mass., on Sunday, 
Nov. 21, at 1 p.m. 

The Only Family-Owned 
Jewish Funeral Home 

in Rhode Island 

Michael !>. Smith 
Licensed Funt'ral Director 
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Save the Date! ~ e th '"' ._, Save the Date! Save the Date! Save the Date! 

The Alef List: Happenings for Hip Jews 
presents 

THE SALON SERIES 
Join with other Jewish professionals in their 20's and early 30's 
for great discussions, schmoozing, a drink and a nosh ... 

Thursday, October 21 

First, join us for Happy_ Hour at Andrea's {268 Thayer Street in 

Providence} from 5:30 pm to 7:15 pm. Then, at 7:30 pm walk with 
us up the hill to The Glenn & Darcy Weiner Center at Brown/ 
RISO Hillel for a discussion with Rabbi Joseph Telushkin about his 

book,"Hillel : If Not Now, When?" Sounds like a good time, right? 

RSVP to Wendy Joering by 10/20 

wjoering@JFRl.org or 401 - 421 - 4111 x169 

Events also listed on www.ShalomRl.org 

I] 

Alef List is brought to you by 
the Jewish Federation of Rhode Island 

Tuesdays Together at JCDSRI 

Jewish 
Federation 
of 
Rhode 
Island 

Ftee programs for preschoolers ages 2-4 with an adult, from 10:00 - 11 :00 am 

October 12tb Garden Hunt Join us in the JCDSRI garden 

November 9tb Thankful and Thriving Prepare for the Thanksgiving holiday 

December 7tb Hanukkah Hijinks! Make your very own beeswax candles for Hanukkah! 

February 8th Fun mth Friends Did you know that february is Friendship Month ? 

March 15th Purim Parade Come m your favorite costume ancJ help us celebra te Purim! 

May 3rd Fantastic Families Bring a special family member with you 

call: 401-761-2470 

explore: www.jcdsri.org 

visit: BS Taft Avenue Providence 

Find uson FRIEND US ... 

jewi,b community 
day school of ,bode ;,land 

Facebook THE JEWISH VOICE & HERALD 

wwwjvhri.org 

NATION 

AP Photo/Alex Brandon 

PRESIDENT OBAMA and Mexican President Felipe Calderon partici
pate in a joint news conference in the Rose Garden of the White 
House in Washington, on Wednesday, May 19. President Obama 
blasted the new Arizona law and said he wants immigration reform. 

RECENT poll. shows that more Jews than 
not still approve of Obama 

From Page 1 

panel between Sept. 6 and Oct. 10. 
Regarding the issue of Obama's 

handling of the economy, Jewish 
approval has declined since the 
March survey. In the current poll, 
45 percent approve and 51 percent 
disapprove of Obama's actions. In 
March, the numbers were 55 per
cent approving and 42 percent dis
approving. 

David H arris, executive direc
tor of the AJC, said the downward 
trend of Jews' opinion of Obama 
is a reflection of "Where are we?" 
anxieties. 

"To me, the common denomi
nator is a sense of growing anxiety 
and apprehension," Harris said, 
noting the decline in Obama's 
approval ratings on the economy 
and foreign policy since the March 
poll. "There's a sense that things 
here and abroad are not getting 
better." 

By contrast, Israeli Prime Minis
ter Benjamin Netanyahu's approval 
has risen: Sixty-two percent of the 
respondents approve and 27 per
cent disapprove of his handling of 
U.S.-lsrael ties, compared to 57 
percent approving and 30 percent 
disapproving in March. 

Harris said the most surprising 
result of the poll is that a major
ity ofJewish voters back Arizona's 
new immigration law. The law 
already has sparked an exodus of 
undocumented workers from the 
state. 

The survey asked its Jewish 
respondents: ."A new law in Ari
zona gives police the power to ask 
people they've stopped to verify 
their residency status. Supporters 
say this will help crack down on 
illegal immigration. Opponents 
say it could violate civil rights and 
lead to racial profiling. On bal
ance, do you support or oppose 
this law?" 

The result was a slim majority in 
favor of the law: Fifty-two percent 
to 46 percent. 

The · poll also showed that 
American Jewish confidence in 
Obama's approach to Iran has 
fallen, with 43 percent approving 

of the administration's handling of 
the Iran nuclear issue compared to 
47 percent in March. Some 46 per
cent disapprove, up from 42 per
cent. In a ·related question, about 
59 percent of respondents support 
and 35 percent oppose the idea of 
the United States taking military 
action to prevent Iran from devel
oping nuclear weapons. And about 
70 percent support and 26 percent 
oppose the idea of Israel taking 
such military action. 

A series of questions regard
ing the Arab-Israeli peace process 
yielded results similar to those of · 
previous surveys, showing conti
nuity in American Jewish views 
regarding a Palestinian state, the 
status ofJerusalem and West Bank 
settlements. 

Matching the March results, 
the new survey found that 48 per
cent favor and 45 percent oppose 
the establishment of a Palestinian 
state. 

A majority of American Jews, 
60 percent, continue to support a 
united Jerusalem as Israel's capital, 
while 35 percent said Israel should 
compromise on the city's status in 
a peace agreement with the Pales
tinians. 

Regarding the dismantling of 
West Bank settlements as part of 
a permanent agreement with the 
Palestinians, 6 percent said that 
all such settlements should be dis
mantled, while 56 percent called 
for some and 37 percent called for 
none to be dismantled. 

American Jews remain nearly 
unanimous, at 95 percent, in sup
porting a proposal requiring Pal
estinians to recognize Israel as a 
Jewish state in a final peace agree
ment. In March and in 2009, the 
figure was 94 percent. 

Editor's Note: Where do you stand 
on these data points? Are you among 
the majority- or minority- of Amer
ican fews? Find us on Facebook and 
let us hear from you. And, lookfar the 
upcoming Oct. 29 issue eflhe Jewish 
Voice & Herald, which will feature 
the results of our "political coffee hour" 
with several dedicated readers. 
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Museum to juxtapose Holocaust with Rwandan genocide 
/ Lewis Levin 

AN ARCHITECTURAL RENDERING of an exhibit at the Johannesburg Holocaust and Genocide Centre. 
_...._:.::;..~~~ 

Westboro 
First 
!Amendment 
case 1s 
troubling 
A GIRL AFFILIATED 
with the Westboro 
Baptist Church 
pickets the offices of 
the Anti-Defamation 
League in the Pacific 
Southwest region on 

•lli::a-.-._J June 19, 2009. 
/Creative Commons/ k763 

Jewish football? 
/ Edmon J. Rodman 

With Emanuel and Axelrod gone, 
will the Jews have access to Obama? 

SAN DIEGO JEWISH Academy helmets feature the Hebrew letter 
lamed-shaped L for lions. 

RAHM EMANUEL, 
seen here at a 
Hanukkah candle 
lighting in Wash
ington on Dec. 13, 
2009, left the White 
House to run for 
mayor of Chicago. 

wwwjvhri.org 

/ Devorah Lauter /JTA 

Vichy head toughened 
persecution of Jews 

SERGE KLARSFELD standing in front of a copy of the newly discov
ered document about the Vichy regime's attitude 

toward French Jews on Oct. 4. 
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Without Leaving Your Apartment 

~[R1[~@rR1W l[W[W 
Author of Shut Up, I'm Talking: And Othn- Diplomacy Lessons 

I Learned in the Israeli Governme11t 

wwwjvhri.org 
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