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,Reed speaks 
at World 
Affairs 
Council 

Somber analysis of 
fo reign, domestic 

policies 
BY NANCY KlllSCl·I 

nkirsch@JFRI.org 

PROV1DENCE - ''Afghanistan is 
tribal, even more tribal than Rhode 
Island," said Senator Jack Reed 
(D-RI), in a rare flash of dry wit at 
a speech he gave on Nov. 7. Speak
ing at the H ope Club to members 
and guests (about 140 strong) of the 
World Affairs Council of Rhode 
Island, a nonprofit organization that 
brings nationally known figures to 
speak to Council members and their 
guests (see sidebar, page 27). 

In his speech - which some of my 
tablemates called grim and others 
called realistic - Reed offered his 
insights into the Afghanistan/Ira
nian/Pakistani/Indian dilemma, the 
impact of the recent elections and the 
notion of developing a strategic U.S. 
policy in the geopolitics of a rapidly 
evolving world. 
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HANUKKAH 

/ Nancy Kirsch 
!CHARD LICHT, DORIS FEINBERG, SHARON GAINES and DOUG EMANUEL at t he JFRI special membership meeting on Wednesday, Nov. 3. 

JFRI members unanimously approve agencies' merger 
Support for 
integration 

initiative is clear 
BY NA NC Y Krnsc,, 

nkirsch@JFRl.org 

PROVIDENCE - The long
anticipated merger of the Jewish 
Federation of Rhode Island 
OFRI), the Bureau of Jewish 
Education of Rhode Island (BJE) 
and the Jewish Community 

Center of Rhode Island QCCRI) 
is one step closer to realization, 
after the unanimous vote by a 
quorum of the JFRI members at 
a special membership meeting on 
Wed nesday, Nov. 3. Anyone who 
18 or older who gave S18 or more 
to the Annual Community Cam
paig n is considered a "member" 
under }FRI bylaws; a quorum of 
such members was required for 
the agency to conduct its business 
- that of a vote to approve the 
merger of the agencies into one 

First sign of the new 
U.S. political reality 

Bibi's swagger 
Br R oN K AM PEAS 

WASHINGTON CTTA) - The 
sharpest signal of what the elec· 
tions meant for Jews came not 
from Washington but from New 
Orleans, Nova Scotia and Australia. 

In New Orleans, Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
delivered a speech Monday call
ing for moving beyond sanctions 
to mounting a "credible military 
threat" against Iran as a means of 
avoiding war. 

Rep. Eric Cantor (R-Va.), referred 
to a "credible military threat" in the 
days before the election. 

It was a sign that Netanyahu 
feels empowered by the Republican 
sweep of the House of Representa
tives to trump the Obama adminis
tration's emphasis on peacemaking 
with the Palestinians with his own 
priority: Confronting Iran. 

The emerging gap between Israel 
and its Republican friends on one 
side and the White House on the 

"Co ntainment NEWS AHALYSIS 
will not work," ~ 

other could presage 
a repeat of tensions 
in the late 1990s 

Netanyahu said in 
his address to the General Assem
bly of the Jewish Federations of 
North America. 

The prime minister's remarks 
echoed terminology used by Sen . 
Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.) in Nova 
Scotia two days earlier, when he 
told the Halifax International Secu
rity Forum that "containment is off 
the table." 

The likely new majority leader in 
the U.S. House of Representatives, 

between Netan-
yahu, in his first term, and President 
Clinton - tensions that pro-Israel 
officials found themselves broker-
ing. 

Obama administration officials 
have indicated that they will not be 
taking cues from anyone in setting 
foreign policy. 

On an official visit with Secre
tary of State Hillary Clinton to 
Melbourne, Australia, Defense 

POLITICS, Page 16 

new entity. 
D oris Feinberg, JFRI presi

dent, convened the meeting, held 
at the JFRI, shortly after 7 p.m., 
and noted that it was JFRl's first 
special membership meeting. 

A llllIEF HISTO RY 
OF TH E l'HOCESS 

Our strategic planning pro
cess began about eight years ago, 
she explained, and was officially 
endorsed in 2008. Since then, the 
organizations have focused on 

achieving the next level of excel
lence through a more complete 
continuum of delivery of services 
and more effectively meeting our 
community's priorities. 

M ark Feinstein chaired the 
Strategic Planning Task Force 
that, in 2009, recommended the 
merger, one that Feinberg ea rlier 
called, "an odd marriage." In fact, 
she said, "It was the wisdom of 
some very smart people." Corn-

ENGAGED. Page 11 

LET'S 'GET COOKING' WITH OUR FOOD SECTION, PAGES 19-25. 

LAYLA BAC and ALIENOR BERGUGNAT enjoy lunch at the JCCRI. 

HEUO FROM THE GA 
READ ABOUT THE GA, w ith insights from JFRl 's Ra ndy Rosentha l, 

on pages 14-15. 
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Network. Signature event hits the high notes 

/Alisa Grace Photography 

ALISON and BRAD WALTER, The Network chairs, are joined by JASON and SANDRA NEUSTADTER. 

0 N THE EVENING 
of Thursday, Nov. 4, 
more than 70 mem
bers of the Jewish Fed

eration of Rhode Island's OFRI) 
Young Leadership Network ("The 
Network") gathered at the Speak
easy at Local 121 in downtown 
Providence. Joined by lay and pro
fessional leadership of the JFRI, 

the group was entertained by a 
Brown University musical group, 
the Brown Derbies. 

Jacob and Dani Brier, M ichael 
and Sara Pimental and Richard 
and Bethany Sutton chaired the 
event; all event proceeds benefit 
the JFRI 2011 Annual Commu
nity Campaign. 

The Network is dedicated to 

involving young professionals in 
their mid-20s to mid-30s in a 
broad range of activities as a means 
to enhance their commitment 
and connection to the work of the 
JFRI, Israel and the greater Jewish 
community. 

To learn more about 7be Network, 
contact R andy R osenthal, rrosen
thal@JFRI.org or 421-4111. 

Renaissance. A Place to Remember. 
Autumn Open House and Holistic Happening 

Sunday, November 21 from 11 am - 3 pm! 

The Renaissance Memory Support Care at Tama risk provides 
a unique. multi-faceted treatment approach that continues 
to achieve excellent results in stimulating the mind. body 

and spirit of residents in our highly regarded program. 

A comprehensive, individualized care plan is created by 
our staff of exceptional professionals in consultation with 

fa mily members to ensure that each resident can realize 
their full potential and experience happier days. 

Our fully secure and comfortable. family-style atmosphere 
enhances social interaction · combined with a complete 
schedule of activities and therapies that complement the 

specialized needs of each resident. 

Studio or companion apartments with an unparalleled level of service and 
amenities. provide all the support needed for safety and peace of mind. 

Our Ctlebrauons Adult Day SeMces and Respite Care are also available for 
non-residents experiencing a memory disonler 

Alt Staff Trained and Certified by The Alzheimer's Association of RI 

A CareUnii. Member 
A Community of the Jewish Seniors Agency of RI 

11.SSISTEO LIVING Al'SIOFNCE 

Where Life is Celebrated • 
3 Shalom Drive, Warwick, RI 02886 

AKoohe<AsssledLiwgResdenoo So""""" by lhe Kashn.lCoomsoonolG"'"'Hatooro 

wwwjvhri.org 
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JACOB AND DANI BRIER, Sara and Michael Pimental and 
Richard and Bethany Sutton chaired this event. 

TODD STUPELL and NEIL BERAN BAUM 

Mission of 
The Jewi,sh Voice & Herald 

THE MISSION of 7be 
Jewish Voice & H erald 
1s to commumcate 

Jewish news, ideas and ideals by 
connecting and giving voice to 
the diverse views of the Jewish 

community in Rhode Island and 
Southeastern Massachusetts, 
while adhering to Jewish values 
and the professional standards of 
journalism. 



I 

COMMUNITY Jewish Voice <\_Herald November 12, 2010 PAGE 3 

NEWS TEASERS 

PAGE 4: 
Rabbi Jim Rosenberg 
is stunned by 
firefighters who stood 
by as a fire destroyed 
a home ... 

PAGE 12: 
Native Sam Zurier 
wins election to 
Providence City 
Council. .. 

PAGE 19 : 
One of our own 
- Joan Nathan -
'dishes' about her 
newest cookbook, 
Quiches, Kugels and 
Couscous ... 

PAGES 19-25: 
Our cooking pages 
are jam-packed with 
tasty suggestions ... 

PAGE 30 : 
Life changes 
quickly, even in two 
generations, as Dr. 
Stanley Aronson 
notes ... 

PAGE 32: 
A Veterans' Day 
tribute from the past: 
Anne Sherman shines 
a light on the USO 
history ... 

Agudas Achim celebrates its centennial year 
Dr. Jonathan Sarna, A nARMoNm us FAJ\IILY 

h · k k Identifying rwo disparate docu-
t. e eynote spea er, ments - the Federalist Papers and 

recounts history the Talmud- that warn against fac
tionalized communities, he lauded 
the synagogue for staying true to its 
name. "It's nice to see that, 100 years 
later, even with tough moments, 
you're still one family," said Sarna. 
"Many a larger congregation could 
learn from you." 

BY NANCY Krnscu 
nkirsch@JFRI.org 

ATTLEBORO, Mass. - The 
unseasonably cold and blustery 
weather of Sunday, Nov. 7 didn't 
dampen the enthusiasm of those 
who attended Dr. Jonathan Sarna's 
lecture, "Ties that Bind: Agudas 
Achim and a Century of American 
Judaism," at Bristol Community 
College's Attleboro campus. 

The first in a series of yearlong 
events celebrating Congregation 
Agudas Achim's and Jewish Attle
boro's century mark, Sarna's pre
sentation wove the story of their 
founding and growth into the larger 
context of American Jewish history. 

In introductory comments, Rabbi 
Elyse Wechterman, the syna
gogue's third female rabbi, noted 
that synagogue members are deeply 
involved with key Attleboro organi
zations, including the art museum, 
the library, the school system and 
hospital. M any of our Jewish com
munity leaders, she said, are donors 
to and leaders and builders of the 
larger communal life. 

Despite his stellar credentials as 
a chaired professor of American 
Jewish history at Brandeis Univer
sity and the author of more than 20 
books, Sarna encouraged those in 
the audience who knew more about 
Agudas Achim's founding to speak 
out to correct the record. 

Agudas Achirn was founded by 
21 individuals, sometime. in 1911, 
probably near the High Holy Days, 
like many synagogues, he said, and 
then officially incorporated on Dec. 
5, 1911. 

Before offering a quick primer 
in the Ashkenazi pronunciation 
(emphasis on the penultimate syl
lable) and the Sephardic pronuncia
tion (emphasis on the last syllable) 
of Agudas Achim, Sarna said, "The 

DR. JONATHAN SARNA 

name has an important message. [It 
means) 'society of brothers' or 'fra
ternal union.' It reflects a realization 
among immigrant Jews that they 
needed to bind themselves together 
to preserve Jewish life in America, 
even [with) different customs, dif
ferent traditions." 

JEWS IN NEW ENGLAND 

E stablishing a synagogue was a 
marker to a community that there 
was, at a minimum, a minyan of 
Jews, explained Sarna. That held 
true for Attleboro, incorporated in 
1874, with the founding of Agudas 
Achim. Jews were latecomers to 
New England (Touro Synagogue 
was a notable exception); New Eng
land communities tended toward 
homogeneity, and Jews preferred 
heterogeneous environments. Cin
cinnati, Louisville and St. Louis 
all had synagogues before Boston. 
"Jews helped, better late than never, 
to make cities more diverse," said 
Sarna. 

Sarna briefly recounted the sto
ries of some local families, includ
ing the Fines of Fine Farm (the 
farm has remained in the family for 
three generations), the Finbergs, the 
Balfours and the Londons. 

Ruth Fine Handy's grandfather 
settled in Attleboro as a farmer 
(his original occupation in Europe) 
after a short stint in New York. 
Ruth's father's name is memorial
ized on the H yman Fine Elemen
tary School in Attleboro, another 
tribute to the contributions Jews . 
made to the public life of their new 
communities. Another elementary 
school was named after Joseph Fin
berg, who came to Attleboro in the 
late 19th century. At first a costume 
jewelry company owner, Finberg 
became a banker active in commu
nity life, supporting both a YMCA 
camp and Camp Avodah. 

The L.G. Balfour Company, 
established in 1913, became known 
for something new - fraternity and 
sorority rings. 

And Max London, one of the 
synagogue's founders, founded 
a department store that grew to 
become one of Attleboro's best
known. "[These stores]. .. Gimbels, 
Macy's, Neiman M arcus and others 
were great democratizers of Amer
ica," said Sarna, by making "goods 
available to all Americans at fair 
prices and on credit." 

Sarna credits Agudas Achim's 
longevity to evolving and compro
mising, refusing to be a prisoner of 
its past and maintaining a strong 
and stable rabbinate (Wechterman, 
for example, is celebrating her 10th 
year at Agudas Achim). 

Responding to a question about 
the ebb and flow of different move
ments within Judaism, Sarna is 
delighted by the absence of state 
influence or involvement in reli
gion in the U.S. "Synagogues exist 
through donations of members, 
there's no state support," said Sarna. 
"Paying dues and buying High 
H oly Day tickets is the price we 
pay to maintain the separation of 
church and state." 

Stories of pre- and post-Holo
caust rescues captivated members of 
the audience and Sarna encouraged 
them to celebrate the success of Jews 
- and Gentiles - who rescued some 
100,000 Jews by bringing them 
to the United States before the 
H olocaust. Encouraging audience 
members to visit Philadelphia's new 
National Museum of American 
Jewish History, for which he is chief 
historian, he said, "There's plenty of 
history still left to uncover." 

Before accepting a framed Agudas 
Achim poster from Wechterman, 
Sarna took questions and comments 
from the audience, including an elo
quent note of thanks and apprecia
tion for so perfectly portraying the 
Agudas Achim story from David 
London, Max London's grandson. 

Visit the synagogue's Web site at 
www.agudasma.org or ca/l 508-222-
2243 for more information. 
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EXE:curtvE EDITOR 

At long last, 
a sous chef 

BY N ANCY KIR SCH 

nkirsch@jFRl.org 

DO YOU STILL feel the effects 
of an "Election Night hangover?" 
Whether you celebrated the suc

cess of your favorite candidate or com
miserated with another candidate who 
failed to win election, the outcome of the 
mid-term elections is a "mixed bag." The 
Democrats held onto the Senate, while 
the GOP will have a firm grip on the 
U.S. House of Representatives ... and how 
that will all play out is anyone's guess. In 
Rhode Island, our elected officials have 
a boatload of challenges: Continued 
unemployment, huge unfunded pension 
liabilities, a shrinking population, crum
bling infrastructures, etc. But, as Harry 
Truman - one of my favorite presidents, 
by the way - said, "If you can't stand the 
heat, get out of the kitchen." 

And isn't the kitchen the central gath
ering spot in the home for many Jewish 
households? It's my favorite place to be, 
especially when I'm cooking for people 
who love to eat what I prepare. For as long 
as I've been married, I've been the chief 
cook and bottle washer in our home. 

But, these days, things are a bit differ
ent on the cooking front. My teenage son, 
Sam, first discovered the i,oy of gr~g 
last summer. He was the go-to guy to 
grill at our home - whether it was burgers, 
flank steak or chicken - he grilled almost 
every night. More recently, he's discovered 
cooking - which is mostly a good thing! 

He's more than willing to experiment, 
essential for any brave cook. He's got a 
good "eye" for which seasonings he should 
use when he prepares food - and, like all 
good chefs, he'll taste, season, taste again 
and seasqn again. There are virtually no 
foods off-limits to him and his eagerness 
to try something new. 

For the first time, I will share som chef 
responsibilities at Thanksgiving with 
an immediate family member. At past 
Thanksgivings, I have had great and reli
able prepping, cooking and cleaning up 
help from my out-of-town sister-in-law 
and her husband. 

And, while I'd thought that homework 
and after-school commitments would 
keep him out of the kitchen, so far, so 
good - he's still on deck for at least part 
of every meal and always eager to con
sult the Internet for recipes. His constant 
query to me, when I go to pull out one of 
my treasured and stained cookbooks for a 
specific recipe: "Why would you ever use 
a cookbook, Mom?" 

So, what are the downsides to his com
mitment to cooking? Only a few .... First, 
he's totally not interested in baking - yet, 
for me, dessert is one of the four food 
groups. Second, he wants to use fresh 
herbs only - so I told him that we could 
grow herbs again this summer. Third, 
since he's been cooking, I've gained five 
pounds! 

Whether you're a Republican or a 
Democrat, or a fan or foe of leftovers, 
there's plenty of cooking tips, stories and 
ideas in this, our cooking, issue! 

Bon appetit. 

IT SEEMS To ME 

Since my house burned down 
Adults need to recognize 
and appreciate nuance 

AFTER LOSING his home to a 
atastrophic fire, Mizuta Mashide, 
he 17th century Japanese poet 
nd samurai, wrote the following 

haiku: "Since my house burned down/I now 
own a better view/of the rising moon." 

Rabbi Jim 
Rosen6erg 

Had Mashide been forced 
to stand by watching his 
house burn to the ground 
while able-bodied firefight
ers came to the scene, but 
refused to put out the fire, 
I doubt that he would have 
expressed such Zen-like 
equanimity. 

Early last month in rural 
Obion County, Tenn., Gene 
Cranick was forced to watch 

his house burn to the ground while members 
of the nearby South Fulton Fire Department 
stood idly by, refusing to put out the fire as 
the Cranick home was reduced to rubble. The 
official explanation? Cranick forgot to pay the 
annual S75 surcharge on his property tax! 

I have heard that G lenn Beck, the so-called 
"conservative" radio and TV commentator -
"lunatic" is a more fitting label - has stated 
that "compassion, compassion, compassion" is 
beside the point. Rather, Beck and his fellow 
travelers argue that the real point is that if the 
firefighters had shown compassion to Cranick 
by directing their hoses to the blaze, then 
others might also try "to get away with it" by 
not paying their S75 surcharge; eventually, the 
fire department might go belly up for lack of 
adequate funding. In other words, the South 
Fulton Fire Department needed to make an 
example of Cranick so that the community 
as a whole could continue to receive adequate 

protection. 
Beck and those who think as he does derive 

their viewpoint from a particular version of 
the theory of "moral hazard," a term which, 
by the latter years of the 19th century, was in 
wide use among English insurance compa
nies. In general, "moral hazard" refers to a 
situation in which an individual or an institu
tion attempts to "game the system" by refusing 
to act in a responsible manner, as others will 
wind up bearing any negative consequences 
of this irresponsibility. Thus, in the case of 
Cranick - or so the argument goes - were 
the South Fulton Fire Department firefight
ers to have saved his house, they would have 

"Today's ideologues have 
lost all sense of balance 

and proportion." 

been rewarding him for "sponging off" those 
responsible citizens who dutifully paid the 
S75 surcharge. 

An important step up the ladder to adult
hood is abandoning the adolescent insistence 
on seeing the world in terms of black and 
white; a mature man or woman learns to dis
tinguish among many shades of gray. Unless 
we suffer from arrested development, over the 
years we learn how to appreciate the role of 
nuance, to refine our notion of proper pro
portion. All too often, today's ideologues are 
thinking like children, acting like children; 
they have lost all sense of balance and pro
portion: "Let his house burn down! That will 
teach him a lesson!" 

The claims of common sense and common 
decency require adults to conclude that to 
deprive a family of their home for failure to 
pay a S75 surcharge is the product of a gro-

LETTERS 

tesquely distorted sense of justice. To those 
"authorities" who try to justify this abomina
tion, we must ask: Have you no shame? 

Over the millennia, our Jewish tradition 
has insisted that we human beings must live 
with the uncomfortable tension between the 
demands of justice and the demands of com
passion. Indeed, the imagery of our recent 
High Holy Days prayers goes so far as to sug
gest that even God must live with this uncom
fortable tension: Our prayers imply that God 
has two distinct thrones upon which to take 
a seat, the throne of justice and the throne of 
mercy. It is almost as it God is not sure where 
to finally sit down, as if even God is torn 
between the conflicting requirements of jus
tice and mercy, between the need to enforce 
the law and the need to temper the law with 
compassion. 

In his powerful and prophetic poem, "The 
Second Corning," William Butler Yeats 
writes: "The best lack all conviction, while the 
worst/Are full of passionate intensity." When 
a person is incapable of harboring within him
self the disquieting suggestion that he might, 
in fact, be wrong, he is lacking a vital aspect 
of the mature personality; a person who sees 
himself as always right can never cross the 
bridge to engage those who in all earnestness 
hold differing, even competing, values. The 
person who is never wrong is the one who will 
insist that it is always right to let his neighbor's 
house burn down because of a S75 oversight. 

Ironically, the fanatic, the zealot, the "true 
believer" can never be truly moral; for such 
an individual has lost the capacity to see the 
humanity of the "other;" and it is precisely 
this inability to see the humanity of the other 
that is the most troubling and most dangerous 
"moral hazard" of all. 

James B. Rosenberg is rabbi emeritus al Temple 
Habonim in Barrington. Contact him at rab
biemeritm@templehabonim.org. 

A tribute to an esteemed rabbi 

IT WAS WITH great sorrow that I 
learned of the passing of Rabbi Theodore 
Lewis of Touro Synagogue in Newport 

(the obituaries in the Oct. 29 issue of]V&H). 
For the 11 years I was associ_ated with Rabbi 

Lewis as a colleague - teaching at the United 
Hebrew School - I feel truly blessed. He was 
a rabbi's rabbi, a mentor and a friend. We 
bonded in our mutual love for our students 
and Jewish education. 

Officiating at our wedding, he was a wel
come presence at many of my family's mile
stone occasions; Barbara and our children 
treasured him. 

Lewis loved and lived his Judaism with 
conviction and devotion. A person of highest 
ethical and moral behavior, he was non-judg
mental in his approach to others and exhibited 
the utmost care and concern for everyone he 
met. He faced life with wisdom, humor and 
grace. Serving both the Jewish and non-Jew
ish communities with devotion and commit
ment, he had the wonderful capacity to greet 
people with his Irish brogue and smile, and to 
make people he met feel special. 

The Psalmist teaches, "Evdu Adonai 
B'Simcha," or "serve the Lord with gladness." 
Rabbi Lewis served God with gladness. 

It has been a blessing and a privilege to 
know Rabbi Lewis, one that I will never 
forget and always cherish. 

The Talmud helps to express the way 
in which Rabbi Lewis lived: "Blessed is 

he who was reared in Torah and labored 
in Torah, who pleased his Creator, who 
lived with a good name." (Berachot 17a). 
This was Rabbi Theodore Lewis. May he rest 
in peace. 

Rabbi Marc S.Jagolinzer 
Temple Shalom, Middletown 

Double taxation not the 
worst option 

IN HIS COLUMN (''A tale of three 
Alexanders" in the Oct. 29 issue), Dr. 
Stanley Aronson reports that the 1827 

laws in Russia offered male Jews a burden
some choice: Military conscription or double 
taxation. 

The taxation choice does not seem very 

burdensome, as compared to what some indi
viduals did to avoid service - self-maiming 
- something my Russian-born Jewish father 
told me was quite common in his time. Many 
of those in the United States who fled to 
Canada to avoid conscription during Vietnam 
may have been happy to have been able to 
choose double taxation as the alternative. 

An interesting sidelight about the treat
ment of Jews in the Russian army came from 
my father, who served there during the Russo
Japanese War in 1905. He told me that he had 
been worried about being sent to that Asian 
front until his captain told him not to worry
they were only sending the drunks and misfits 
they wanted to get rid of. And Russia lost that 
war! 

Saul Ricklin 
Bristol 

Our editorial policy 
W WANTOUR 

OPINION pages 
to represent our 

readers' vibrant diversity of 
ideas and opinions. Thus, our 
editorial policy is as follows: 
1be Voice & Herald may pub
lish thoughtful and informa
tive contributors' columns 
(op-eds) and letters to the 
editor on issues of interest 
to our Jewish community. 
At our discretion, we may 

edit pieces for publication or 
refuse publication. 

Letters and columns, 
whether from our regular 
contributors or from guest 
columnists, represent the 
views of the authors; they 
do not represent the views 
of 1be Jewish Voice & Herald 
or the Je,vish Federation of 
Rhode Island. 

Please send letters (250 
words, at most) and op-eds 

(700 words or shorter) to 
Nancy Kirsch at nkirsch@ 
JFRI.org (Subject Line: 
OPINIONS) or Nancy 
Kirsch, 1be Voice & Herald, 
130 Sessions St., Providence, 
RI 02906. Please include 
your name, city of residence 
and (not for publication) a 
contact phone number or 
email. 

wwwjvhri.org 
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Who's happy with Election Day outcomes? 
The pendulum 
swings ... and 
swings again 

THE PEOPLE HAVE 
spoken, though I wish 
they'd spoken differ
ently. 

Two years ago, Obama and 
the Democrats were America's 
darlings. On Nov. 2, we saw 
the power of big money behind 
the scenes and big voices on TV 

and radio. We 
Americans ride 
a pendulum. In 
1964, the con
servative move
ment was dead 
and in 1980 we 
got Reagan. In 
1972, Nixon Tosh 

Stein was over
wh e lmingly 

re-elected and in 1974 forced to 
resign in disgrace. Bill C linton 
also lost Congress two years into 
his first term and then hand
ily defeated Bob Dole. The big 
Republican wins on Tuesday will 
be followed by big Democratic 
ones at a polling place near you 
sometime in the future - but not 
in two years, I wouldn't think. 

· Such is life. 
A man whose intelligence I 

respect thinks that the stun
ning Republican victories were 

the result of "the power of the 
American people, who do not 
want a 'European social democ
racy' type of society." My imme
diate response was, "You've 
made my point. The Democrats 
weren't proposing anything 
close to European-style social
ism, but the big money and the . 
big mouths convinced the voters 
big-time that they were." 

It 's mid-term exam time. 
Qyestion: Which European 
leader was the first to intro
duce and have his parliament 
pass legislation creating Social 
Security benefits, sickness insur
ance (2/3 of the premiums paid 
by employers, 1/3 by employ
ees), and accident insurance 
(100 percent paid by employers), 
health insurance, civil marriage 
obligatory (and church mar- _ 
riages optional). Hint: H e was 
Otto von Bismarck, not some 
far-left Socialist (in fact, he had 
a series of anti-Socialist laws 
passed). Why? One reason was 
to woo workers from the Social
ist party to his Conservative one; 
the other was that the master of 
R ealpolitik knew that Germany's 
economy depended on a stable 
happy work force. 

President Obama has two 
choices. He could say (and has 
already said), "I've learned my 
lesson and want to compromise 
with the new Republican major
ity in the House, the empow-

ered Republican minority in the 
Senate." 

This is the Bill Clinton 
approach. It worked then, but it 
won't now. Already, within the 
week of the elections, Senate 
Minority Leader Mitch McCo
nnell (R-Ky.) has rejected talk of 
bipartisanship and made crystal 
clear his party's goal is to defeat 
Obama in 2012. The party of 

"The party of NO 
will not become the 
party of 'Let's ro11 
up our sleeves and 

work together."' 

NO will not become the party 
of "Let's roll up our sleeves and 
work together." Right-wing 
Republicans call Obama "Levia
than" - an homage perhaps to 
Thomas Hobbes - as they work 
to, "Reverse the damage done by 
the Obama-Reid-Pelosi regime 
since 2008," as Mark Tapscott, 
editorial page editor of the Wash
ington Examiner blog wrote. 

Memo to Mark Tapscott: 
Obama didn't assume office in 
2008. 

Or Obama could go the other 
way (but I don't think he will as 
he showed no inclination to do 
so when he had large majorities 
in the U.S. Congress) and roll 
up his sleeves and say, "I have 
an agenda, the American people 
knew what it was when they 

overwhelmingly elected me, and 
I'm going to push it." This was 
the attitude of Cheney and Bush 
when they rolled into Wash
ington in 2001. They knew the 
people had wanted Gore and 
Lieberman, but they'd won and 
they pushed and pushed and got 
what they wanted from cowed 
Democrats and jubilant Repub
licans. But as I say, I don't think 

REFLECTIONS OF/IN ISRAEL 

Obama has it in him. He's weak; 
eloquent, but lacking in the real
ity of how Washington works -
not with a whimper, but with a 
whip. Ask Dick Cheney. 

The Republican leader in the 
House is likely to be the only 
Republican Jew in Congress, 
Eric Cantor of Virginia. (What 
does that tell us, that of all the 
Jews in the House and Senate 
only one is a Republican? It tells 
us that Jews are still overwhelm
ingly concerned with social jus
tice, not bottom lines, with the 
economics of job creation, not 
trickle-down tax cuts to the 
wealthiest Americans while 
the gap between poor and rich 
increases exponentially.) Jews 
won and lost this season. Rhode 
Island elected its first Jewish 
individual - David Cicilline - to 
the House, and America lost 
Senator Russell Feingold, a man 
who, with John McCain, fought 
and fought and fought and fought 
for election reform, only to have 
it trashed by the Supreme Court. 
It's ironic that he was among the 
first victims of the big money 
splurge that resulted. 

For a complete accounting of how 
Jews did this season, see: http://bit. 
ly/c8TvDr 

Joshua B. Stein is a history pro
fessor at Roger Williams Univer
sity. Contact him at: jstein@rwu. 
edu. 

Religion and state ... don't forget society, either 
Religion doesn't 
permeate the 

fabric of Israeli 
day-to-day living 

.NAN AMERICAN
om Israeli, I have 
oticed that when it 
mes to religion in 

public life, my two homelands are 
the reverse image of each other. 

On the one hand, the U.S. has 
constitutionally 
divorced religion 
from the state; 
however, within 
American soci
ety, religion 
plays a huge role. 
For instance, 
Americans poll 
the highest per
centage in the 
world in their 
belief in God; 
religious values 

permeate many public issues and 
controversies (stem-cell research, 
abortion, etc); and God save the 
politician who doesn't swear some 
fealty to the Almighty, of what
ever denomination. 

On the other hand, in Israel 

- the Jewish state - Judaism is 
officially a core element in the 
country's legal identity (which 
is why Benjamin Netanyahu is 
insisting that in any peace treaty 
the Palestinians recognize it as a 
Jewish state). Moreover, impor
tant areas of the polity are run 
exclusively- (according to law) by 
the rabbinical establishment, e.g. 
marriage, divorce, conversion. 
Yet when one looks at the matter 
of religion at the level of Israeli 
society, it becomes apparent that 
religion doesn't permeate very 
deeply; indeed, the secular major
ity practically thumbs its nose at 
the religious establishment. 

Examples abound. Here are 
just a few. Municipal laws do not 
allow serving hametz on Passover 
in public places? The restaurants 
(with subsequent court agree
ment) have defined "public" as 
11out on the sidewalk," but within 
the enclosed space "inside" the 
restaurant, that's not "public." 

Only "proper" Jews can be 
buried in official cemeteries? The 
kibbutzim have started "secular 
cemeteries," and now we even 
have private "cremation compa
nies." 

Only food and culture estab
lishments are allowed to stay open 

on the Sabbath? The kibbutzim 
- legally, a sort of municipal ex 
territoria - have opened com
mercial centers for mass Saturday 
shopping. 

The rabbis won't marry a Cohen 
to a divorcee? The couple hops 
over to Cyprus, gets married there 
(civilly), and returns as man and 
wife, a union that has to be rec
ognized by the Ministry of the 
Interior. 

"The lsraeli army 
pays a lifetime 
pension to the 

surviving live-in 
partner, if the 

gay army officer 
passes away." 

Most shocking of all: It was 
reported this past September that 
an Israeli has just published the 

· country's first Hebrew-language 
cookbook for (are you ready?) ... 
pork recipes! By a retired cardiol
ogist, no less!! That comes on the 
heels (or rinds, if you will) of the 

wwwjvhri.org 

hugely successful meat store chain 
Tuv Taam ("the best of taste," in 
Hebrew) that caters to the "white 
meat crowd." Indeed, the name 
of the cookbook is Ha-Sefar Ha
Lavan - loosely translated as "The 
White Paper" (especially galling 
to anyone who knows that this 
was the source of British policy 
restricting Jewish immigration 
during the pre-state period). 

Moreover, Americans might 
be astonished to discover that 
in the "Jewish state" there is no 
public controversy over abortion 
(it's universal, and paid for by the 
health system), and not a peep has 
been heard regarding the ethics 
of stem-cell research. Homo
sexuality? The Israeli army pays a 
lifetime pension to the surviving 
live-in partner, if . the gay army 
officer passes away. 

What lesson should we learn 
from this comparison between 
America and Israel? It's one that 
may sound strange coming from 
a political scientist like me, but 
here goes. When we think about 
a country and its "doings" we tend 
to focus on formal legislation, on 
institutional arrangements, on 
establishment p'ractice (whether 
church or state). I am sure that 
most of you follow religion and 

state in Israel and get plenty hot 
and bothered by such "political" 
topics as the recent conversion 
law controversy, the problems 
that the Reform and Conservative 
movements have with the Israeli 
officially-invested Orthodox · rab
binate, and so on. But the real 
"action" lies elsewhere - in the 
midriff oflsraeli society- and not 
at the "head" oflsraeli politics. 

This is not to say that the politi
cal establishment has no say over 
religion in Israel; it is to say that 
its power is increasingly limited by 
Israeli society's unwillingness to 
go along with the latest political 
"mandates" on issues that impinge 
on the way they want to lead their 
daily life. So when you next read 
about "religion and state" in the 
press, stop for a moment and a_sk: 
OK, but what's Israeli society 
doing about it? The answer might 
surprise you. 

Professor Sam Lehman-Wilzig 
teaches at Bar-I/an University in 
Israel. In 2008-09 he was Schus
tCrman Visiting Professor at Brown 
University. Visit his Web site: 
www.profslw.com. 

,. 
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America needs a civility campaign 

Too much rancor, 
too little respect, 
in daily discourse 

BY STEVE G uTow 

WASHINGTON OTA) - The 
election season has finally ended. 
Victors have celebrated, the 
defeated have conceded and we 
are left to clean up the detritus: 
Direct-mail fliers, defunct post
ers - and the scorched earth left 
by one of the least civil election 
campaigns in memory. 

American political culture has 
always been spirited and com
bative, yet for some time now the 
tone of our discourse has often 
been downright nasty. Smear tac
tics, name-calling and distortion 
of facts are the order of the day, as 
the art of listening is not so much 
lost as trampled underfoot while 
politicians, pundits and activists 
rush to make poi nts, heedless to 
what the country might need. 

It seems clear what the country 
needs: An end to knee-jerk hos
tility and the start of something 
new, something civil. 

Within Jewish culture, we have 
a tradition of "God wrestling" -
struggling mightily to find the 
truth. Robust, vigorous debate 
is vital and, indeed, essential in 

a pluralistic society. But sincere 
"God wrestling" requires both 
an open heart and willing ears. It 
requires that we treat each other 
with respect as we search together 
for the best path forward, and 
that we leave open the possibil
ity that someone else might have 
something worthwhile to say. 

It's to be expected that deep 
divisions will exist when con
cerned cltlzens grapple with 
issues of real importance. The 
economic downturn, the health of 
the planet, America's security, the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict - each 
issue is emotionally fraught, and 
each will continue to resonate for 
years to come. 

Yet for this very reason - the 
enormous importance of the 
issues over which we often dis
agree - it is crucial th;t we engage 
not in mud slinging, but rather in 
frank, civil discussion. The stakes 
are too high for us to do anything 
but pool the best of what we have 
to offer. 

Simply put, the respectfu l 
exchange of ideas is the corner
stone of a functioning democracy. 
It's only by seeking compromise 
and respecting differences that we 
can hope to build a working con
sensus on our shared future. 

Yet the first decade of this new 
century has seen growing political 

and socio-economic polarization, 
a shrinking sense of common 
ground and a corresponding dis
integration of the rules of engage
ment. The animus spills over into 

"We have a 
tradition of 'God 

wrestling' -
struggling mighti1y 
to find the truth. 

Sincere 'God 
wrestling' requires 
an open heart and 

wi11ing ears." 

racism, anti-Semitism, Islamo
phobia and other forms of preju
dice and bias. Ultimately no one 
is served - least of all the country 
we share. 

If we are to genui nely resolve 
the issues that stand before us, we 
must genuinely engage in chang
ing the political atmosphere. We 
must actively seek and promote 
civil modes of discourse and codes 
of conduct - and this is precisely 
what the Jewish community has 

LETTER 
Record-setting demand requires 

record-setting contributions 

NORMALLY A "~ecord
setting month" is cause for 
joy and celebration. Octo

ber was, for The Louis & Goldie 
Chester Full Plate Kosher Food 
Pantry (Full Plate), a record-set
ting month. In fact, we broke three 
records: We distributed more than 
4,000 pounds of food (a record) to 
215 people (a record), including 36 
children (a record). 

The increased need for food 
assistance creates an increased need 
for food donations. Unfortunately, 
the Full Plate, other local food 
pantries and the RI Community 
Food Bank have all experienced a 
decline in donations. We are grate
ful to the Jewish Federation of 
Rhode Island, the Chester family, 
and the community members who 
have generously donated funds and 
food. The monetary donations are 
insufficient to sustain our mission 
of providing food to all within our 
community who need our help. 

With winter's onset, the cost of 
living now increases for all of us, 
as we add the cost of heating our 
homes. For those in poverty, this 
added financial burden makes the 
challenge of feeding one's family 
even more difficult. At The Full 
Plate, our challenge is to keep our 
shelves stocked while we deliver 
500 pounds of food each week. On 
a single Tuesday in October, we 
were asked to provide food to 40 
families . 

/Jewish Seniors Agency 

JERRY KRITZ AND THE HEATH FAMILY - Elisa, Rebekah, Barney and 
Mimi - pitch in to help the Providence USY chapt"r from Temple 
Emanu-EI. The group held a food drive on Kol Nidre for The Louis 
and Goldie Chester Full Plate, Kosher Food Pantry. The Heath family 
brought the food to the pantry and helped organize the donation. 

I ask the community to continue 
to help us help those among us who 
need assistance. Kosher food dona
tions may be left at any synagogue 
in the state, the Jewish Commu
nity Center of Rhode Island and at 
Tamarisk. Please help! 

Jerry Kritz 
Chairman 

The Louis & Goldie Chester Full 

Plate Kosher Food Pantry 
Providence 

The Full Plate needs tuna fish, 
sugar-free products, low-sodium 
soups and vegetables, coffee and tea; 
or visit wwwJsari.org to see a com
plete list. Monetary donations may be 
sent to The Chester Full Plate Kosher 
Food Pantry/JSA, 100 Niantic Ave., 
Providence, RI 02907. 

wwwjvhri.org 

begun to do. The process is nei
ther simple nor easy. Too often 
we fear that polite behavior sig
nals unquestioning agreement 
or grants a victory to those we 
oppose, fa iling to understand 
that civility is neither the lack of 
difference nor the squelching of 
debate. 

Civility is the quiet acknowl
edgment of human dignity, even 
those humans with whom we 
sharply disagree. Civility is listen
ing carefully when others speak 
and leaving open the possibility 
that we may have something to 
learn. Civility is the guarding of 
tongue and the rejection of false 
witness - two commandments 
that our tradition holds dear. 

Beyond that, however, civility 
is also the proactive advancement 
of certain kinds of behavior. We 
need to speak up when others are 
being shouted down; we need to 
structure our public events in 
such a way that no single opinion 
can monopolize the conversation; 
we need to carefully maintain 
an attitude of respect even when 
faced with shouts and accusation; 
and perhaps most important, we 
need not to give up. 

Many in our community have 
begun to step up to the challenge. 
A statement sponsored by the 
Jewish Council for Public Affairs 

calling for more civil discourse, as 
part of a far-reaching campaign 
to set a new tone, is being signed 
by a who's who of Jewish commu
nity leaders, including the heads 
of prominent Jewish community 
and pro-Israel organizations, 
Republicans and Democrats, 
conservatives and liberals, rabbis, 
academics, former presiden
tial administration officials and 
renowned Jewish activists. This is 
an important start, but it is only 
a start. 

With the election behind us, we 
stand at a crossroads. We can look 
to the past months and years as a 
template and continue down the 
same belligerent, damaging path, 
or we can choose to learn from 
our mistakes and seek a new way. 

"That which is hateful to you," 
the great Hillel taught us, "do not 
do to you r fellow." 

It's time to take that lesson and 
apply it to ou r modern democ
racy, for it is only through civil 
discourse that we will be able to 
perfect the union that holds us 
together. 

R abbi Steve Gutow is the presi
dent of the Jewish Council for Public 
Affairs. 

To sign the ]CPA Civility Cove
nant, visit http:llengagejewishpub
licajfairs.orglcontent_item/Civility 

We're overdue for 
more civility 

BY MARTY COOPER 

mcooper@jFRl.org 

During the last decade, 
there has been a dis
regard for civility, an 

essential element of a modern 
civilization and democracy. We 
have seen the total breakdown of 
civility during the recent elections 
where national and local political 
advertisements spoke of oppo
nents' transgressions or brutally 
attacked the candidates person
ally for poor decision-making. 
Political ads took out of context 
statements candidates made 
years, if not decades, earlier. 

More tragically, we have read of 
several recent suicides by people 
who have been attacked for their 
sexual preferences. And we read 
and hear debate concerning the 
possible construction of a Muslim 
Center in New York City, not far 
from Ground Zero where dis
cussions have centered on anti
Islamic beliefs. Finally, we have 
seen people who call themselves 
"peace activists" behaving in ways 
that polarize the Middle East 
peace process. 

I recently had some opportu
nities to hear more about debate 

and civility. Rabbi Peter Stein, in 
a presentation at Providence Col
lege (see story on page 12) spoke 
of the need for civil, not hos
tile, debate. Examples from the 
Talmud enriched his comments 
to an interfaith audience. Later 
in the week, meetings held by the 
Jewish Council for Public Affairs 
0 CPA) Taskforce addressed 
civility and the need to recommit 
to it. 

The Community Relations 
Council (CRC) of the Jewish 
Federation of Rhode Island has 
endorsed JCPA's Statement on 
Civility, calling for all of us to 
be more considerate and passion
ate of others and to use civil dia
logue and discourse as a means to 
express our ideals, thoughts and 
emotions. There can be no dia
logue for the sake of heaven, as 
described in the Talmud, when 
our community accepts anything 
but civility from us all. Please join 
the CRC in endorsing the State
ment on Civility by logging on to 
www.civilitystatement.org. 

Marty Cooper is the director if 
the CRC. Contact him at mcooper@ 
JFRLorgor421-4111 ext. 171. 
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Driven by Jewish values, the JFRI exists for us all 
Do you know the 
scope of our reach? 

W AT DO YOU 
ink of when 

ou think of the 
J wish Federa

tion of Rhode Island? Allocations 
and reorganization? Requests for 

----- money? Services 

Doris 
Feinberg 

for the elderly, 
for example, and 
other vulnerable 
individuals within 
our community -
but not you? As 
a member of the 
community, it 
can be easy to see 
only a few threads 
of the federation 

tapestry, but if you step back just 
a little, you can see its rich and 
vibrant texture. 

If you're Jewish and live in Rhode 
Island, the federation touches your 
life. Did you participate in the 
Renaissance Weekend recently, 
when participants from 16 Rhode 
Island towns and 7 Massachusetts 
communities attended lectures, 
workshops and concerts during a 
weekend devoted to Jewish learn-

ing? Do you belong to a synagogue? 
Do you have children who attend 
day school, preschool, supplemen
tal Hebrew school or Jewish camp? 
Does anyone in your family belong 
to the Jewish Community. Center 
of Rhode Island? During this reces
sion, have you or any of your friends 
sought career counseling through 
Jewish Family Service? Do you - or 
your parents - enjoy visitors with 
care packages during the Jewish 

.holidays? 
Most of us go about each day 

without giving much thought to 

"We may not 
leave it to others; 
the responsibility 

is ours." 

what it means to have an organized 
Jewish community, but each of us, 
along with our friends and loved 
ones, benefits in so many ways. 
Being organized means that we are 
ready to meet the needs of our com
munity members where and when 
they arise, whether those needs are 
for kosher meals or adult Jewish 
learning opportunities. We are 

driven by Jewish values and we exist 
for the community that includes us 
all. The federation is the commu
nity and the community is us. 

In Parashat Netzavim, Moses 
said to the people, of the covenant 
with God, "It is not in the heavens 
that you should say, Who among 
us can go up to the heavens and get 
it for us and impart it to us, that we 
may observe it?' Neither is it beyond 
the sea, that you should say, Who 

among us can cross to the other 
side of the sea and get it for us and 
impart it to us, that we may observe 
it?' No, the thing is very close to you, 
in your mouth and in your heart, to 
observe it." (Deut. 30:11-14) 

The obligation and ·the privilege 
of nurturing our community with 
time, effort, participation, and -
yes - dollars, is very close to us, in 
our mouths and hearts. We may not 
leave it to others; the responsibility 

CAMPAIGN UPDATE 

is ours. This is campaign season, 
when our volunteers and profession
als are working very hard to raise 
the funds that keep our community 
going. Because of several generous 
anonymous donors, all funds raised 
will be matched, up to $100,000! 
So give today. You'll know that you 
are supporting everything we do, 
and that you're doing something 
good for yourself, too. 

Double the impact of your gift 
$100,000 mdtching increased donation gives extra help 

and hope for the neediest among 
grant opportunities 

still available 

Bv C11R 1s P ARKER 

Cparker@jFRl.org 

U STILL HAVE time 
double the impact 

f your gift to the 2011 
nnual Community 

Campaign! Thanks to the generos
ity of several anonymous philan
thropists in our community, your 
new or increased gift to this year's 
Annual Community Campaign 
will be matched: Every new or 

us. 
The Jewish Federation of Rhode 

Island and its Annual Commu
nity Campaign serve as a critically 
important safety net for our Jewish 
community - here and around the 
world. This year, as in years past, 
people depend on these funds to 
help sustain them through person
ally challenging times. You have 
the power to help, and this year, 
you can double the power of your 
gift to make this a better, brighter 
world. 

Donating is easy and conve-

nient. You can send your check, made 
out to Jewish Federation of R hode 
Island or ]FRI, to 130 Sessions St. , 
Providence, RI 02906; make your -
gift online at wwwJFRlorg, make 
a phone pledge by calling Michele 
Gallagher at 421-4111 ext. 165 or 
make a gift using appreciated stock by 
calling Ellen Chernack at 421-4111 
ext. 173. If you receive a call Super 
Sunday, please give generously, and 
remember that if you make a new 
gift or increase your gift, it will have 
twice the impact. 

Chris Parker is the director of mar
keting and communications. Contact 
herat421-4111 ext.172orcparker@ 
JFRl.org. 

$100,000 MATCHING GRANT FOR ALL NEW GIFTS AND GIFT 
INCREASES FOR THE 2011 ANNUAL COMMUNITY CAMPAIGN! 

Take the challenge, double your impact! 

Civil Rights 
& 

Anti-Semitism 
Committee Forming 

The Community Relations Council has 
created a taskforce to educate the 
community and report intolerance acts 
relating to prejudice and bias concerning 
faith and culture. Of particular concern are 
issues relating to anti-Semitism. 

Interested in learning more? 
Contact Marty Cooper, Director of the 

Community Relations Council at 
401.421.4111 or mcooper@jfri.org 

,,..::.:::: 
,_,council ,....,,..._., --

Save the Date! Save the Da e . Save the Date! Save the Date! Save the Date! 

The Alef List: Happenings for Hip Jews 
presents 

THE SALON SERIES 
Join with other Jewish professionals in their 20's and early 30's 
for great discussions, schmoozing, a drink and a nosh ... 

Tuesday, November 23 
Meet Rabbi Mordechai 
Rackover from Brown Hillel 
7:00 pm -9:00 pm 
Barnes and Noble 
Bald Hill Road, Warwick 
RSVP by 11/19 

Thursday, December 16 
Meet Cantor Rick Perlman 
from Temple Am David, Warwick 
7:00 pm - 9:00 pm 
Barnes ·and Noble 
Bald Hill Road, Warwick 
RSVP by 12/14 

RSVP to Wendy Joering wjoering@JFRl.org or 401-421-4111 x169 

Events also listed on www.ShalomRl.org 

Alef List is brought to you by 
the Jewish Federation of Rhode Island 

wwwjvhri.org 

Jewish 
Federation 
of 
Rhode 
Island 
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JCCRI hosts second 
annual health and 

wellness fair 
Free 'head to 
toe' event open 

to the community 
BY BRIAN SULLIVAN 
bsullivan@jFRl.org 

PROVIDENCE - The Jewish 
Community Center of Rhode 
Island QCCRI), in keeping with 
its mission to provide for the social, 
educational and health needs of the 
Jewish community, will hold its 
second annual health and wellness 
fair on Sunday, Nov. 14, from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. in the JCCRI social 
hall. 

"It's important for the JCCRI 
to be the hub for the Jewish com
munity in Rhode Island, when it 
comes to health and wellness," said 
Lisa Mongeau, the JCCRI's health 
& fitness director. "Caring for the 
well-being of the community is 
one of our top priorities." The fair 
includes a flu shot clinic, glucose 
and cholesterol screenings, blood 
pressure checks and more - with 
professionals on-site to answer 
questions. "You can visit as many 
booths as you like and get all your 
questions answered for free," said 
Mongeau. 

The fair also includes an acu
puncturist, an herbal Chinese 

medicine practitioner, a life coach 
and a representative from the 
ASPCA to speak about the posi
tive impact animals can have on 
people. 

Financial consultants, assisted 
living and in-home health care 
representatives, rehabilitation and 
fitness specialists and Asthritis 
Foundation movement clinic spe
cialists will also be present. The 
Rhode Island Blood Cente'e will 
conduct a blood dsive, and the Gift 
of Life will be on site so that people 
can enroll in the bone marrow 
donor registry. 

The flu shot clinic will have 150 
shots available for people ages 6 
months and older. There may be 
a small charge depending on your 
health care coverage so attend
ees are encouraged to bring their 
health care cards and a photo ID. 
Registration is not mandatory, but 
you may register ahead of time at 
www.thewellcomp.com. 

For more information, visit www. 
jccri.org, or call 861-8800. 

The JCCRI is a partner agency 
of the Jewish Federation of R hode 
Island. 

Brian Sullivan is · a marketing 
associate far the ]FRI. 

: .............................. . 
&mes t Noble Sookf4ir 

supporting 

COMMUNITY 
ANNuAL CAMPAIGN 

Mark your calendar for Super Sunday 
Answer the call -
make an impact! 

BY BRIA ' SULLIV N 

bsullivan@jFRl.org 

PROVIDENCE - On the 
afternoon of Sunday, Nov. 14, 
volunteers from across the state 
will reach out to the Jewish 
community, via phone, to raise 
awareness and funds for the 
Jewish Federation 
of Rhode Island's 
QFRI) . 2011 
Annual Commu
nity Campaign. 
This year, with the 
Sl00,000 match
ing challenge 
grant, your new or 
increased gifr can 
make double the 
impact. 

said Richard Licht, 2011 Annual 
Community Campaign chair. 

Consider the annual impact of 
your gift: 

• 21 tons of food distrib
uted locally through The Louis 
and Goldie Chester Full Plate, 
Kosher Food Pantry 

• 300 Jewish youth participate 
in a Jewish camping experience 

• 502 Jewish families con
nected to support through the 
Kesher Program 

M oney raised 
helps support 
more than 300 
programs and 

ANSWER THE CALL. 
MAKE AN IMPACT. 

• 2,750 visits to our elderly. 
through Jewish Family Service of 
Rhode Island 

Your gift to the Annual Com
munity Campaign also makes 
a worldwide impact, as money 
raised here helps fund programs 
at Emunah Children's Center, 
the Haifa Rape Crisis Center in 
Israel, and Poland's Limmud-Kes
het (a program akin to our Eve
ning of Jewish Renaissance) and 
Atid, a summer camp. 

Through the 
Annual Commu
nity Campaign, 

, you give to many 
programs and pro
vide needed social 
services to local and 
global Jewry with 
one single gift. No 
one gift touches 
more lives, in more 
meaningful ways, 
than your gift to the 
2011 Annual Com-
munity Campaign. 

services here in 
Rhode Island, in 
Israel and around 
the world. "The 
goal of the Cam
paign is to increase 
t~e number of 
people we help," 

SUPER SUNDAY 2010 
NOVEMBER 14, 2010 j 3-8 PM 

For more informa
tipn or to volunteer 
far Super Sunday, 
Nov. 14, contact 
Michele Gallagher at 
421-4111 ext. 165 or 
mgallagher@JFRI. 
org. 

Tu_~ ·· Nov. 23"', 10:.'?.° ~-m - 9:0°..Pm 

Barnes & Noble 

13508 ~a.Id Hill Rd., Warwick 

10259018 

Join us for a day filled with music, learning, activities, and fun for children and 
adults at The PJ Library Barnes & Noble Book Fair. 

Please present tills --oucher P4"k>t to in.king your 
purd\ue.. A percentage of the net sale 

wUI be conb'tbuted to ,our ad'lool/organlDtion: 

~~otg.ntaPCb.BamM &~~~ 
~ ....... ~~111"*-~,....,.Caf ... 

°"'*'a,ld~~Start.dl&...,ot!W~a.,_, , hobe 
-,.e,,d,oehomt,r9,a1Dt."flr,tl.-~.e"IOll~'ol-

bookta,,r .... ~dlilc:oL,rama,1'1Clb9~ 
S..BM.COM/bookfan b 1"'0f9dlitais Wld-, Jf,c:,p<nne. 

• Proceeds from your purchases will benefit the PJ Library when you present 
one of our vouchers at the book store and the B&N Cafe on the 11 /23. 
You can also shop online from 11/23-11/28 by going to www.bn.com/bookfair 
and entering the book fair ID at checkout. 

&mes t Noble Sookfoir 
supporting Barnes c( Noble 

1350B Bald Hill Road 
Warwick, RI 

Tuesday, · 
November 23rd 

10:00 am - 9:00 pm 

Full schedule of events 
for the day available at: 
www.bjeri .org. 

Tues., Nov. 23"', 10:00 am - 9:00 

Barnes & Noble 

13508 Bald Hill Rd., Warwick_ 

10259018 

PkaM p, ... nt this wud'ter p,klr to making )'O\lr 
purc:hne. A ~tage of the M1 nut 

wtll b9 contributed to yOUf" achool/OfganlutJon: 

f'j L;b..-a.9 is a program of the Bureau of Jewish Education of Rhode Island and the Jewish Federation 
of Rhode Island, and is generously funded by the Jewish Federation of Rhode Island, the Rhode Island 
Friends of PJ Library, the the Harold Grinspoon Foundation, and the Helene and Bertram Bernhardt 
Foundation. 

Bureau of Jewish Education of Rhode Island 
130 Sessions Street 
Providence, RI 02906 
401 .331.0956 
www.bjeri .org 

wwwjvhri.org 

For more information on thi s program, call Nicole Katzman, 
Shalom Family Director, at 401.331.0956 x180 or email: 
nkatzman@bjeri .org. 
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A multi-cultural perspective on domestic violence 
Women must speak 
out and speak up 

B Y S IIARON W EISSBURG 

Spuia/ to Iht Voice & Herald 

PROV1DENCE - Repeating her 
decade-old call to action to address 
domestic violence (from 2001 
through 2005, the National Con
ference of Jewish Women Rhode 
Island Section led a series of pro
grams on domestic violence), Ellie 
Elbaum r.eiterated, M\Ve've kept 
our mouths shut for many years, 
but now it's time for us to break 
through, It's there in every sect, in 
every class type.~ 

rains a private practice; Kathleen 
Taylor, founder and co-chair of the 
Healthy Families Initiative, a pro
gram of the Rhode Island Coun
cil for Muslim Advancement that 
provides resources for Muslim and 
non-Muslim survivors of domestic 
abuse; and KriStin E. Lyons, execu
tive director of the \¥omen's Center 
of Rhode Island, a facility offering 
a safe haven for abused women, a 
24-hour hotline, intervention when 
abuse occurs and information on 
abuse prevention. 

While the panelists all concurred 
that domestic violence is a prob
lem crossing ethnic, religious and 
socio-economic lines, each speaker 
concentrated on a community in its 

Elbaum, a former president of the 
Rhode Island Section of the NCJW, 
was one of several women panel
ists who spoke at the Oc1. 26 panel 
on domestic violence. Sponsored 
by the Jewish Federation's Com
munity Relations Council (CRC), 
the Sexual Assault and Trauma 
Resource Center, the Rhode Island . 
Council for Muslim Advancement, 
and the Women's Center of Rhode 
Island, the panel was moderated by 
M arilyn Rueschemeyer, the chair of 
theCRC. 

"Support and 
advocacy for 

the abused and 
education are 
important." 

/ SharonW~is<l:,u,9 
Ellie Elbaum, Kristin Lyons, Marilyn Rueschemeyer. Margarita Cabellero-Snyder and Kathleen Taylor 

spoke at an Oct. 26 panel discussion about domestic violence. 

In addition to Elbaum, other 
speakers included Margarita 
Cabellero-Snyder, a social worker 
at the Sexual Assault and T rauma 
Resource Center who also main-

own context, thus shedding light on 
the Jewish, Latina and Muslim per
spectives. 

The disturbing lack of support for 
survivors of domestic abuse is per
vasive, and those who arc abused 
might face disbelief, further abuse, 

financial uncertainty and ostracism. 
And, C aball ero - Snyder 

explained, many women remain in 
abusive relationships out of a lack 
of knowledge of anything else .. She 
portrayed this unfortunate reality as 
she described the patterns of women 
in her native Mexico remaining vic
tims of abusive relationships as they 
immigrate to the United States. 

The panelists agreed that sup
pon and advocacy for the abused 
and education arc critically impor
tant. Qyoting Naomi Ackerman, 
an Israeli-American actress and 

Larry Katz, associate executive 
director at BJE, honored 

Educator awarded 
honorary degree 

from /TS 
NEW YORK, N.Y. - On Nov. 1, 
Larry Karz, the associate executive 
director of the Bureau of Jewish 
Education of Rhode Island (BJE), 
was awarded an honorary doctorate 
from the Jewish Theological Semi
nary. 

Katz was one of 12 educators 
awarded the Doctor of Pedagogy, 
honoris ,ausa at an academic con
vocation, by the Jewish Theologi
cal Seminary, in partnership with 
the Jewish Educators Assembly 
UEA), the professional organiza
tion of educators in the Conserva
tive movement. 

"Larry has been one of the 
most dedicated and serious Jewish 
educators I have known," said 
Rabbi Alvan Kaunfer, formerly a 
rabbi at Temple Emanu-EI. "Larry 
is always up on the latest methods 
and currents in both Jewish and 
secular education. He has been a 
leader nationally as past president 
of the Jewish Educators Assembly. 
The honorary doctorate is very 
deserved.~ 

In the ceremony, Karz was recog
nized for his contributions in a deep 
and lasting impact on education in 
the greater Providence Jewish com-

LARRY KATZ 

munity, teaching teachers, leading 
seminars, and bringing new and 
innovative programs to the area. 
His leadersh ip roles as founding 

chairperson of the Professional 
Development Nenvork, president 
of the Jewish Educators Assem
bly and member of the General 
Assembly of the United Synagogue 
were noted, as was Katz' work to 
ensure that advances made in the 
field of secular education are not 
neglected by Jewish educators. 

Only individuals who have 
worked in the field of Jewish 
education for a minimum of 25 
years, been members of J EA for 
a minimum of 15 years, had dis
tinguished careers in their schools 
or institutions and made concrete 
and tangible contributions to the 
field of Jewish education beyond 
their own institutions are eligible 
for consideration for the honorary 
degree. 

~

. · ·::: Alan Shawn Feinstein 
YOUR GREAT KIDS! 
Sat. 10 A.M. & 12 Noon 
Sun. 10 A.M. & 6 P.M. 

PBS 36 / Cox 8 / Comcast 

wwwJvhri.org 

author of the anti-domestic violence 
play, "Flo,vers Arc Not Enqugh,~ 
Elbaum said, ~we all share the 
problem, and we must all share the 
solution." Ackerman's play was per
formed here some years ago, during 
NCJW's Rhode Island Section 
domestic violence awareness initia
tive. 

For mort information on tM Com
munity RtlatiOnJ Dmncil, contact 
Marty CO<Jf"af421-41/J, txt. 171 
ormcooptr@JFRl.org. 

For mort information on tM 

NCJWs Rhodt Island Stction, 11irit 
'WW'W.nrjwri.org or tmai/ info@ 
nrjwri.org. 

For mort information on tM 
Womm'.s Ct nttr, visit www.wom
msctnttrri.org or ra/1861-2761 or its 
24-hour hot/int at 861-2760. 

For mort information 011 tM 
Healthy Families lnitiativt, visit 
Malthxfomiliesinitiatiw.blogspot.,om. 

Sharon Weissburg is a stnior at 
Clanital Hi"gh School. Contact ha at 
rharon.mtira@gmail.com. 

Something new 
for '45 and older' 

Join us for Java and 
a look at . . . what 
else, the JV&H 

PROVlDENCE - 1ht }t:'IJJish 
Voiu & Hrrald, as a community 
resource, is hosting a coffee hour 
for bright, engaged and dynamic 
Jewish men and women who want 
to meet other bright, engaged and 
dynamic Jewish individuals. 

lf you're 45 or older, come by 
for what should be some thought
provoking and fun conversations. 
This coffee hour, with beverages 
and something to no1h on, will be 
held on Wednesday, Nov. 17 from 
9:30 to 11 a.m. at the JF RI con
ference room, 130 Sessions St., in 

Providence. 
We'll have a special guest from 

Starbucks to share some coffees 
with us. You can enjoy perusing 
the latest issue of this paper with 
your ~cuppa joe~ while you share 
conversations. 

Maybe you'll meet someone 
new or maybe you'll reconnect 
with an old col1caguc - who 
knows? 

As poet M ary Oliver wrote, 
"Tell me, what is it you plan to do 
with your one wild and precious 
life?~ Take a chance - you have 
nothing to lose but an hour and, 
perhaps, much to gain. 

Wt do nud RSVPs by N01J. 15, 
to email Nanry Kirsth al nltirn:h@ 
]FRI.erg with COFFEE or ,all her 
at421- 4111, txl. 168. 

SHMUEL TAITELBAUM 
CERTIFIED MOHEL 

-- . 

Provide11cc-Based • Reco111111e11ded by Local Physicia11s & Rabbis 
861-1403 
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Friday 
Nov.12 
K'Tantan Shabbat at Temple 
Beth-El 

Rabbi Sarah Mack and 
Debbie Waldman lead this age 
appropriate Shabbat Service in 
the Herman L Bennett Chapel. 
A Shabbat dinner follows for 
families, members and non
members. 

Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard Ave., 
Provideni:e 

5:30 p.m. 

More info: Rob Massi, 331-6070 
or Rmassi@temple-beth-el.org 

Sunday 
Nov.14 
Blood Drive 

Observe the mitzvah of Pikuach 
Pefesh, saving a life. 

Temple ToratYisrael, 330 Park 
Ave., Cranston 

8:30 a.m. -12:30 p.m. 

More info: 785-1800 

Day of Learning: In Memory of 
Dr. David Gottlieb 

Rabbi Eliezer Gibber with New 
England Rabbinical College, 
Rabbi Dr. David Horwitz and 
Rabbi Isaac Elchanan of Yeshiva 
University, and Rabbi David 
Shapiro of Maimonides School 
will speak. 

Congregation Beth Sholom, 275 
Camp St., Providence 

10 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

More info: 621-9393 

JCCRI Second Annual Health 
and Wellness Fair 

At this free community event, 
_ visit as many booths as you like 
to get your "Head-to-Toe" ques
tions answered; flu shot (150 shots 
available for those 6 months and 
older; bring your health insurance 
card and picture ID) clinic , health 
screenings and health profes
sionals on site. Free samples, 
healthy snacks and a raffle. Event 
sponsored by Bethany Home and 
Hallworth House Nursing & Reha
bilitation Center. 

JCCRI, 401 Elmgrove Ave., 
Providence 

10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

More info: Call 861 -8800 or visit 
www.jccri.org 

Antique Judaica Rhode Show 
and Forgotten Judaica Display 
and Sale 

Auctioneer Jonathan Greenstein 
discusses Jewish antiques 
and appraises items. Lisa Van 
Allsburg, co-founder of Forgot
ten Judaic a, discusses her 
handcrafted Judaic ceremonial 
objects. 

Temple Habonim, 165 New 

Meadow Road, Barrington 

1 p.m. 

$18; Verbal appr"aisals free; writ
ten appraisals $10. 

More info: 245-6536, office@ 
templehabonim.org or www. 
templehabonim.org 

Boy Scout Religious Award 
College 

JCCRI, 401 Elmgrove Ave., 
Providence 
2- 5 p.m. 

Applications and workbooks 
available at www.jewishscout
ing.org 

More Info: Curt Abbott."at 732-
2784 or cabbott183@gmail.com 

JFRI Super Sunday 
Volunteers call people to talk 
about supporting the work of our 
Jewish community 

JFRI, 130 Sessions St, Provi
dence 

3- 8 p.m. 

More info: 421-4111, ext 165 

Rhode Island Philharmonic 
Music School Concert 

AS220 Criss Cross Orchestra 
(ACCO) features singer/percus
sionist Obuamah Laud Addy 
performing music from his 
homeland in Ghana. He is joined 
by an international ensemble at 
this family concert. Free, open to 
the community. 

Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard Ave. 
Providence 

4p.m. 

More info: Rob Massi, 331-6070 
or Rmassi@temple-beth-el.org 

21+ Adults Only Football Nights 

Today and Sunday, Dec. 19 . 
Play a one-hour scrimmage at 
JCCRI, then head over to Hope 
Street Pizza to eat good food 
and watch the Patriots game. $2 
off pizzas; $2 off appetizers; free 
pitchers of soda. 

JCCRI, 401 Elmgrove Ave., 
Providence 

7p.m. 

RSVP by the Thursday before: 
$5 per person, $20 maximum per 
family 

More info: Samantha at 861-8800, 
ext. 117 or slewis@jccri.org. 

Tuesday 
Nov. 16 
East Greenwich Lunch & Learn 

Topic: "'Your Life in Your Hands: 
Judaism's Teaching on Suicide." 
Join Rabbi Amy Levin of Temple 
Torat Yisrael in this discussion; 
participants order from the 
menu. 

T's Restaurant, 5600 Post Road, 
East Greenwich 

Noon - 1 :30 p.m. 

More info: 785-1800 

Agnes Grunwald-Stier at Books 
on the Square 

Book-signing and discussion of 
her book, The Other Schindlers. 

Books on the Square, 471 Angell 
St, Providence 

7 p.m. 

More info: 331-9097 

Wednesday 
Nov.17 
Living Well With Chronic Con
ditions Workshop 
Wednesdays through Dec. 15 

Jewish Family Service sponsors 
a free workshop on such chronic 
conditions as diabetes, arthritis, 
HIV/AIDS, high blood pressure, 
depression, anxiety, multiple 
sclerosis and fibromyalgia. 

JCCRI, 401 El mg rove Ave., 
Providence 

9:30 a.m. - noon 

More info: RSVP to Patty Har
wood at 331 -1244. 

Senior Cafe 
Quality Partners presents a 
diabetes education program. 

JCCRI, 401 Elmgrove Ave., 
Providence 

Noon - lunch; 12:45 p.m. -
presentation 

$3 lunch donation for 60+ and 
under 60 disabled 

More info: Neal Drobnis or Lucy 
Flam at861-8800ext 107 

RSVP for Wednesday lunch by 
Monday, and for Friday lunch by 
Wednesday. 

There is a Senior Cafe at the 
JCCRI eve,y Wednesday and 
Friday, except on Friday, Nov. 26 
wlfen the site will be closed. 

Celebrate Hanukkah with a 
menorah-making workshop 
and contest 

"Professor Gizmo" will run the 
free workshop; children make 
menorahs from recycled items; 
menorahs can be entered into 
the JCCRI annual menorah
making contest Categories are 
for those 5 and younger, children 
6- 11 , children 12 and older, and 
families. Event sponsored by the 
Gertrude Solomon Education 
Fund. 

1- 4p.m. 

JCCRI, 401 Elmgrove Ave., 
Providence 

More info: Shannon at 861-8800, 
ext 147 

Thursday 
Nov. 18 
JERI Satellite Office Hours 

Topic : "Giving Thanks," with 
JERI Director Susan Adler and 
Assistant Director Ethan Adler 

wwwjvhri.org 

CALENDAR 
available to counsel seniors and 
their families. Ethan is available 
for pastoral counseling. 

Temple Shalom, 223 Valley Rd ., 
Middletown 

10:30 a.m. - noon 

More info: Susan Adler at621-
5374 or sadler-jeri@jsari .org 

Temple Torat Yisrael's Crans
ton/Warwick Lunch & Learn 

See Nov. 16 entry for more 
information. 

Cozy Grill Restaurant, 440 War
wick Ave., Warwick 

Noon - 1 :30 p.m. 

More info: 785-1800 

JERI Satellite Office Hours 
See Nov. 18 entry, above, for 
more information. 

Phyllis Siperstein Tamarisk 
Assisted Living 3 Shalom Drive 
Warwick 

1:30 - 3:30 p.m. 

More info: Susan Adler at 621 -
5374 or sadler-jeri@jsari.org 

Adoption Options 
Information session for individu
als considering adoption. 

Jewish Family Service, 959 N. 
Main St, Providence 

6- 7 p.m. 

More info: Peg Boyle, 331 -5437 
or peg@jfsri.org 

Saturday 
Nov.21 
K'Tantan B'Yachad 

A Shabbat experience for our 
youngest members. A 45-minute 
lay-led service, especially for 
families with very young chil
dren, includes songs, games 
and crafts. At 10:15 a.m., join the 
congregation for Kiddush. 

Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard Ave, 
Providence 

9:45 a.m. 

More info: Rob Massi, 331-6070 
or Rmassi@temple-beth-el.org 

Sunday 
Nov. 21 
Breakfast with "Golda" 

Actress Jane Fierstein pres
ents her original one-woman 
play "Golda: A Woman not to 
be Forgotten." ,The play will be 
presented to Religious School 
students and the larger Beth-
El community. Come early for 
bagels and cream cheese. 

Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard Ave, 
Providence 

11 a.m. 

More info: Rob Massi, 331-6070 
or Rmassi@temple-beth-el.org 

Autumn Open House & Holistic 
Happening 
Today and Sunday, Dec. 12 

Escape holiday stress, with Reiki, 
massage and reflexology; enjoy 
freshly baked autumn delights 
and a light lunch fare. 

The Phyllis Siperstein Tamarisk 
Assisted Living Residence, 3 
Shalom Drive, Warwick 

11 a.m. -3p.m. 

More info: RSVP to Dianne, 732-
0037 or dianneg@tamariskri.org 

Family flag-football fun 
Today and Sunday, Dec. 12 

JCCRI hosts family day football 
games for parents and children, 
ages 5- 17; Brown football play
ers teach drills. After the game, 
meet at Hope Street Pizza for piz
za, appetizers and soda; watch 
the Patriots' game.· Discounts on 
food, free soda. 

JCCRI, 130 Sessions St, Provi
dence 

12:30 - 1:30 p.m. 

RSVP by the Thursday before: 
$5 per person, $20 maximum per 
family 

Contact Samantha at 861 -8800 
ext. 117 or slewis@jccri.org. 

Monday 
Nov. 22 
JERI Satellite Office Hours 

See Nov. 18 listing for more 
information. 

Sakonnet Bay Manor, 1215 Main 
Road, Tiverton 

10:30 a.m. - Noon 

More info: Susan Adler at621-
5374 or sadler-jeri@jsari.org 

Wednesday 
Nov. 24 
Senior Cafe 

URI Pharmacy Program presents 
a program on prescription drugs. 

Temple Torat Yisrael, 330 Park 
Ave., Cranston 

11 :15 a.m. - program; noon -
lunch 

More info: Neal or Steve at 
781-1771 

There is a Senior Cafe at Torat 
Yisrael eve,y weekday, except 
on Thursday, Nov. 25 and Friday, 
Nov. 26 when the site will be 
closed. 

Calendar Submissions 
Please note: O ur next issue of 

1he Voice & Herald will be pub
lished on Nov. 26. Please send 
calendar items for that issue by 
Nov. 15. 

Calendar items for the D ec. 10 
issue are due Nov. 29. 

Send aU calendar items to 
nkirsch@JFRl.org with the sub
ject line of "CALENDAR." 
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From Page 1 

bining the JFRI, primarily an 
agency that raises and distributes 
funds to worthwhile programs, 
with two service providers, actu
ally ensures that everyone will 
be able to access the full array of 
services through one door. Mem
bers of the Integration Committee 
(chaired by Sharon Gaines) worked 
along with representatives from its 
four task forces (communications, 
legal and governance, finance and 
budget, and programs) to address 
the many issues involved in merg
ing the three entities. 

There may or may not be cost
savings, Feinberg noted, as most of 
the staff attrition has already hap
pened, and some areas - such as 
technology and human resources 
- have been neglected and need 
money to blossom. 

"The whole will be greater than 
the sum of its parts," she said. "I 
am grateful for all who've come 
before us." 

Richard Licht, JFRI vice presi
dent and chair of the legal and gov
ernance task force, explained that 
the proposed new by-laws would 
merge the BJE and the JCCRI 
into one new entity, referred to, for 
now, as ''NewCo," which would 
include two subsidiaries: One real 
estate subsidiary to protect the real 
property of the JCCRI building; 
and one foundation subsidiary to 
protect the endowment funds of 
theJFRI. 

"Changing our legal structure 
will not change the mission," 
said Licht. Asked about a specific 
agency's receipt of funds from the 
JFRI, .Licht said, "Remember, we 

no longer fund agencies, we fund 
programs." 

The new corporate entity was 
structured to allow other entities 
to join it some future date, should 
they so wish. 

The legal process is one thing, 
said Feinberg, but "in our hearts 
and minds, we are all one." 

AUDIENCE QUESTIONS 

After Cheryl Greenfield 
Teverow moved for a vote and 
Jacob Brier seconded it, Feinberg 
took questions from the audi
ence. Marilyn Rueschemeyer, the 
chair of the Community Rela
tions Council (CRC) asked what 
impact the merger would have on 
the CRC. 

The JFRI's two programs -
the CRC and 7he Jewish Voice & 
H erald - will continue, said Licht, 
who lauded Barbara Sokoloff for 
her work as the board liaison with 
these communication initiatives. 

Amy Olson, executive direc
tor of the URI Hillel Foundation, 
asked whether the agencies had 
looked at staffing models. Minna 
Ellison, JFRI's interim executive 
vice president, explained that we 
are constantly evaluating how we, 
as employees, can better serve our 
clients. She envisions more cross
functional teams and more staff 
members sharing information, 
expertise and knowledge - all for 
the benefit of those being served. 

Describing the JCCRI sports 
teams and childcare that include 
Jews and non-Jews alike and the 
role that the JCCRI plays as a gate
way into the Jewish community, 
Sam Zurier, Providence council
man-elect (who was congratulated 

Brier & Brier 
245 Waterman Street #505 
Providence, Rhode Island • 02906 

401-751-2990 
Fax:401-223-3020 

/ Nancy Kirsch 

DEBBIE WALDMAN and David leach 

earlier in the evening by Feinberg), 
asked, "If we're now funding pro
grams [and not agencies], what 
impact will this [merger] have on 
the Jewish people?" 

Doug Emanuel, president of the 
JCCRI board, said, "It's not going 
to change. The words, 'all are wel
come' means just that, we have a 
message of inclusiveness." 

With a 32-member board of 
"NewCo," the structure of board 
committees will be broader and 
deeper, said Feinberg. Recogniz
ing the wisdom of so many past 
presidents of the three agencies, a 
presidents' council will also be cre
ated. 

How, asked Ellie Elbaum, will 
fundraising happen? 

Licht said that fundraising 
will occur under one roof and the 
Community Development Com-

wwwjvhri.org 

mittee (CDC) will make recom
mendations on funding programs 
to the "NewCo" board. 

Can donors, asked Herb Raka
tansky, allocate f~nds for a specifi c 
program? 

We're happy to accept restricted 
and unrestricted gifts, said Fein
berg, to appreciative laughter. 

What about memberships and 
dues, asked Marilyn Kagan. 

As donors who have given a 
minimum of $18, those present 
are members of )FRI or, effective 
Jan. 1, 2011, of "NewCo." As for 
JCCRI memberships, said Eman
uel, that won't change - when 
your membership expires, you'll 
be asked to renew. "We're always 
looking at membership models," 
he said. Now, it's "business as 
usual, but the current model needs 
intensive exam." Emanuel added 

that the JCCRI might have made 
membership changes in the future, 
even without the merger. 

Peter Simon asked whether 
there's a plan in place to assess the 
community's needs? 

Licht explained that the strate
gic plan identifies the community's 
priorities and that, for the first 
time, agencies are being asked to 
give us outcomes about the value 
of the programs funded. "Was the 
money effective in meeting the 
needs?" is a question that will be 
asked, he said. 

"We are constantly re-assessing 
and evaluating community priori
ties," said Ellison, who noted that 
the strategic plan was approved 
just before the 2008 economic 
crash. "W e must be nimble and 
proactive." 

After the vote was unanimously 
passed, Feinberg thanked the 
membership for their support. 
"We have always had a Jewish 
community to be proud of," she 
said. "Now we will have a Jewish 
community we can preserve." The 
last step in the process is a Nov. 17 
meeting of a quorum of the JCCRI 
members to approve the resolution 
to merge; the plan has been - and 
remains - for "NewCo" to be up 
and running Jan. 1, 2011. 

Licht recognized the extraordi
nary efforts of his colleagues: Fein
berg, Gaines and Emanuel, with 
a special note of appreciation for 
Gaines, whose leadership of this 
initiative has kept it and the people 
involved on track. "Inertia is easy, 
but [they] made a conscious deci
sion to move forward," said Licht. 
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Sam Zurier wins Providence City Council election 

Native born 
councilman-elect 

dedicated to service 
BY NANCY KIRSCH 

nkirsch@jFRl.org 

PROVIDENCE - "You belong 
to more than just the Jewish com
munity," said Sam Zurier, in a 
phone interview on Nov. 4, two 
days after winning a seat on the 
Providence City Council, repre
senting Ward 2 (on the East Side). 
"It's important to serve that [the 
Jewish community] but you also 
want to fulfi ll your membership 
in other communities, too." 

Ever since 1990, when he and 
his wife Lauren moved from 
Boston to his hometown, Provi
dence, Zurier has committed 
himself to public service. His 
commitment to the Jewish com
munity is clear. He has served as 
a board member, treasurer, vice 
president and president of Jewish 
Family Service QFS), and a board 
member of both the Jewish Feder
ation of Rhode Island OFRI) and 
Temple Beth-El. H e also served 
on JFRI's Community Leader
ship Council from 2007-2010 and 
is a member of the Community 
Relations Council. In 1995, he 
received the Merrill L. Hassen
feld Leadership Service Award 
fromJFS. 

When Zurier takes his seat on 
the City Council in January 2011, 
he will not be a stranger to many of 
the challenges facing Providence. 
As a Providence School Board 

member from 2000 through 
2002, he schooled himself in the 
facts and figures of students' test 
scores, teachers' contracts, schools' 
infrastructure problems and more, 
becoming an effective advocate for 
stronger public schools. 

When he learned of plans to 
permanently close Nathan Bishop 
M iddle School, Zurier, along with 
two other individuals, sprang into 
action. In the spring of 2006, they 
formed ESPEC (East Side Public 
Education Coalition) to preserve 
the school and promote public 
education, with a special focus on 
ensuring a strong public middle 
school option for East Side stu-

"lt's good for 
the Jews to get 

involved with the 
outside world. 

You don't serve 
one community 

at the expense of 
another." 

dents. Nathan Bishop temporarily 
closed to undergo a $40 million, 
top-to-bottom building renova
tion; now, four years later, it's a 
popular option for students, many 
of whom walk or bike to school. 

Continuing his commitment to 
education,, he has served on some 
Providence Public School Depart
ment committees to address 
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Bishop's reopen
ing, Governor 
Carcieri's transi
tion committee 
for education, and 
Mayor Cicilline's 
search committee 
for a new super
intendent (hiring 
Donnie Evans, 
the former super
intendent). And, 
as chair of the 
state's selection 
committee for the 
Rhodes Schol
arship Trust, he 
encouraged stu
dents from Rhode 
Isl and'; colleges and universities 
to compete for the award. 

A lawyer in private practice, 
Zurier is, said JFRI President 
Doris Feinberg at the JFRI spe
cial membership meeting on Nov. 
3, "wicked smart." A graduate of 
Yale and Yale Law School, Zurier 
also attended Oxford Univer
sity as a Rhodes scholar. Before 
moving to Providence, he clerked 
for two federal judges in Boston, 
Rya Zobel of the U.S. District 
Court and Stephen Breyer (now 
a United States Supreme Court 
Justice), then of the First Circuit 
Court of Appeals. 

His desire to be appointed a 
judge has not yet come to fruition, 
though some bf his friends affec
tionately call him "a bulldog who 

SAM ZURIER 
just won't quit." 

His first try at elective office 
was a clear home run, as he gar
nered 81.4 percent of the vote. 
"For my first 10 years back in 
Providence," he said, "I was able 
to work on community service 
issues that involved the Jewish 
community exclusively. I enjoyed 
it enormously - and in the last 10 
years, it's been possible to branch 
out to broader Providence com
munity." 

Zurier calls the late Frank 
Licht, a state senator, a judge and 
Rhode Island's first Jewish gover
nor, and the late Robert Riesman, 
a champion of Israel, Democratic 
politics and many Jewish causes, 
his role models for their com
mitment to the Jewish and non-

Jewish communal worlds; though, 
he said, "I don't hold a candle to 
them." 

He added, "It's good for the 
Jews to get involved with the 
outside world. You don't serve 
one community at the expense of 
another." 

During his campaign, said 
Zurier, he discovered a "real 
hunger for the City Council to do 
something" substantive - citing 
several problems that Providence 
faces, including unfunded pen
sion liabilities, public schools, real 
estate taxes and near-insolvency. 

Appointed to the Council's 
finance committee, he will chair 
that committee's education sub
committee. Eager to get to work, 
Zurier said, "Now that I've been 
elected, they [his constituents] 
want me to do something about 
th~ City's problems." 

When asked to fast forward to 

the end of his first term - four 
years out - Zurier said he hopes 
that he will have helped improve 
Providence's financial and educa
tional situations. And, he hopes 
he'll still be "a nice person who 
didn't have my personality messed 
up from being in public office." 

Editor's Note: My husband, Ken 
K irsch, served as Zurier's campaign 
treasurer, a volunteer position. As 
the executive editor of the JV&H, I 
declined to endorse any candidate or 
make any political contributions. 

Rabbi Stein speaks at Providence College 
We can learn civil 

discourse from 
the Talmud 
Bv MARTY Coorrn 
mcooper@JFRJ.org 

PROVIDENCE - Rabbi Peter 
Stein's speech, "But for the sake of 
heaven; biblical and rabbinic les
sons on how to debate," at Provi
dence College on Oct. 28 could 
not have been more timely. Stein, 
of Temple Sinai and president of 
the Rhode Island Board of Rabbis, 
spoke at the peak of the election 
season, when candidates, political 
parties and other interest groups 
blanketed voters with messages of 
negative advertising and personal 
accusations. 

Citing the Talmud as the foun
dation for positive debate, Stein 
explained that only disputes for the 
sake of heaven are good or positive 
arguments. 

In the Book ofNumbers, Korach 
led a group of rebels against Moses 
for their own personal gain. Those 
followers did not ask difficult ques
tions or challenge Moses' beliefs, 
but attacked Moses as a person and 
approached the issues purely with 
self-interest. 

In contrast, the debates H illel 
had with a fellow rabbi, Shammai, 
were motivated by trying to under-
stand God's wishes for the people 

wwwJvhri.org 

/ Rabbi Peter Stein 

RABBI PETER STEIN 

involved. One well-known exam
ple of a Hillel-Shammai debate 
dealt with lighting a Hanukkah 
menorah: Do you light all candles 
on the first night of H anukkah and 

"Only disputes 
for the sake 

of heaven are 
good or positive 

arguments." 

then only one on the final night? 
Or do you light one candle on the 
first night of Hanukkah and all 
eight on the final night of the holi
day? In their debate, neither rabbi 

engaged in self-promotion or dis
paragement of the other. 

If anyone ever wondered why 
the mezuzzah is positioned the way 
it is - at a 45-degree angle - Stein 
solved the mystery: It is a compro
mise between the positions held by 
Rashi and his grandson, Rabbenu 
Tam. 

The proposal to build a Muslim 
Center (near Ground Zero) in 
New York City has elicited a great 
many heated debates. Do they, 
Stein asked, reflect the Talmud's 
teaching of handling a dispute that 
is for the sake of heaven? In most 
instances, the answer is "no," as the 
debates are self-centered and don't 
consider the other party's needs or 
benefit for the community. 

QyotingJon Stewart of Comedy 
Central's "The Daily Show," 
during a recent interview on NPR, 
Stein said, "We need opponents, 
but not enemies." Stein hopes that 
members of both the Christian 
and Jewish communities debate 
their differences based upon the 
Talmud's approach of"for the sake 
of heaven." 

Stein's presentation was part of the 
Providence College Lecture and Col
loquium Series: Theological Exchange 
Between Christians and fews. 

Marty Cooper is the director of 
the CRC. Contact him at mcooper@ 
JFRJ.orgor421-4111 ext.171. 

·, 
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Day school leaders attend 
education summit 

Chabad Jewish Women 
of R.I. cookbook event 
WARWICK - On Wednesday, 
Nov. 17, from 7 - 9 p.m., Joanne 
Caras will share the story of the 
Holocaust Survivor Cookbook, a 
collection of recipes and stories 
from more than 120 Holocaust 
s~vors. The event, sponsored 
by Chabad Jewish Women of 
Rhode Island, will be held at 
Chabad of West Bay, 3871 Post 

Road, in Warwick. Samples 
from the cookbook's recipes and 
autographed copies of the book 
will be available. 

For more information, to reserve 
your place (110/per person} or pre
prder a cookbook (136}, contact 
Shoshana Laufer at 884-7888, 
mrslauftr@gmail.com or www. 
rabbiwarwick..com. 

Baltimore conference 
inspires, energizes 
]CDS, PHDS 

officials 

BALTIMORE. Md. - Rabbi 
Peretz Scheinerman, dean of the 
Providence Hebrew Day School 
(PHDS); David E . Kaufman, 
PHDS vice president; Renee Rud
nick, head of school for the Jewish 
Community Day School QCDS); 
Lauri Lee, institutional advance
ment administrator for JCDS; 
and Gloria Feibish, ]CDS boasd 
member, were among more than 
1,000 individuals at the 2010 Part
nership for Excellence in Jewish 
Education (PEJE) Assembly in 
Baltimore on Oct. 24 - 26. 

The assembly, with its theme, 
"Advancing the Jewish Day School 
Field: Hasnessing Our Power," 
brought representatives from 250 
schools and 40 Jewish federations, 
foundations, and central agencies 
for Jewish education from across 
North America and internationally 
for the three-day program. 

Founded in 1997 by a group of 
visionary philanthropists with a 
core mission of helping to fund new 
day schools, PEJE is now dedicated 
to catalyzing the Jewish day school 
field to create an exemplary and 
affordable education for students in 
grades K-12. 

"The collective power of day 
school and community leaders [at 
the Assembly) &om across North 

/JCDS 

LAURI LEE, RENEE RUDNICK AND GLORIA FEIBISH_ 
in Baltimore last month. 

America was truly inspirational," 
said Scheinerman, in a prepared 
release. "Attending as a team gave 
us the opportunity to go to more 
sessions and bring back more to our 
local schools in addressing institu
tional sustainability." 

"The conference was exhilarating 
and thought-provoking," said Rud
nick, said via email. In addition to 
bringing back ... ideas and strategies 
to consider for our own school, we 
were inspired and affirmed in our 
passion and commitment to the 
important work we do at JCDS and 
at all Jewish day schools. 

"It was gratifying that our recent 
community outreach efforts and 
plans alseady underway ase con
sidered 'best practices' in the day 
school field," said Lee, in an email. 

The premier conference for 
the leadership of the Jewish day 
school field in North America, the 
Assembly brings leaders from all 

denominations together and gives 
attendees opportunities to engage 
in a national conversation about 
affordability, the shifting context of 
leadership, and day schools as com
munity asset. Over the course of the 
Assembly, more than 100 sessions, 
labs, keynote presentations, and 
events focused on several core areas 
including the role of professional 
and volunteer leadership in day 
school sustainability; the power of 
case-based leasning for professional 
development, institutional change, 
and community building; and pro
moting the value proposition of 
a day school education. Program 
offerings included: "A case study of 
day school and communal leader
ship," free PEJE consultations and 
PEJE awards. 

For more information about PEJE, 
visit www.peje.org. 

]CDS and PHDS are partner 
agencies ofthe]FRI. 

Please join us for 
An AIPAC New England Community Briefing 

Wednesday, November 17, 2010 
7:00 - 8:30 p.m. 
Brown RISD Hillel, Goldfarb Social Hall 
80 Brown Street, Providence, Rhode Island 

Shai Bazak was appointed Consul General of Israel to New England 
at the end of August 20 10. Born and raised in Jerusalem, he served in 
severa l IDF combat units and holds a Masters Degree in Political Science 
and Public Administration from Bar llan University. 

Consul General Bazak has served with distinction in both the Israe li 
government and the private sector. The consul general is a wel l known 
media analyst in Israel and has appeared on various public forums 
focusing on politics, public diplomacy and US-Israel relations. 

Dessert Reception . Dietary laws observed. 
Complimentary valet parking service available. 
RSVP to AIPAC at 617-399-2562 or nereg@aipac.org 

wwwjvhri.org 

FEATURING 

Shai Bazak 
Consul General of Israel to New England 

¥ 1 Ir~lfELPUBLIC 
AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 
America's Pro-Israel Lobby 

www.aipac.org 
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Notes from the General Assembly 

Randy Rosenthal 
reports from 

New Orleans 
BY NANCY KIRSCH 

nkirsch@jFRI.org 

NEW ORLEANS - Even five 
years later, Hurricane Katrina's 
impact is still being felt, though 
it's difficult to fully describe the 
enormity of the losses - and the 
outpouring of support from thou
sands an.cl thousands of individuals, 
synagogues, churches and youth 
groups in response to those losses -
without being there to witness it all 
firsthand. 

Attending his first General 
Assembly of the Jewish Federa
tions of North America (JFNA), 
the organization's annual meeting, 
Randy Rosenthal, the Jewish Fed
eration of Rhode Island's (]FRI) 
new staff associate, shared his 
experiences with The Jewish Voice & 
Herald, via email and phone. 

THE IMPACT OF KATRINA 

"On M onday, Nov. 8, I partici
pated in a Day of Service tour that 
was sponsored by several Jewish 
groups, including the JFNA, the 
American Jewish World service 
and others, and Bank of America 
(my former employer, ironically!)," 
said Rosenthal. A group of some 25 
people, he said, participated in an 
educational tour and heard harrow
ing stories from people who lived 
through Katrina. For example, 
Ana Esta Gershanik, a resident of 
Louisiana for 31 years, compared 

,... _ 
____ ---

Katrina to "a bomb [being) thrown 
on the city," as she spoke of watch
ing houses floating away. 

And Allison Plyer, the deputy 
director of a nonprofit organization 
called Beacon of Hope, anticipates 
that Katrina recovery will be a 10 
to 20 year process, given the shocks 
the city has experienced: F mt the 
levees, then the recession and now 
the oil, she said. With these chal
lenges, there's plenty of work to be 
done in rebuilding together, said 
Plyer. 

In the past three years, the 
Lakeville area of New Orleans 
has welcomed 21 resource centers 
to help those in need, said Rosen
thal. Katrina's 12 feet of water 
destroyed 100 percent ofLakeville's 
450 homes; today, with insufficient 

financial resources available, only 
65 percent of the homes have been 
rebuilt. 

It's little wonder that the JFNA 
has dubbed New Orleans the 
"Mecca" of tik.kun olam, as hun
dreds of (Jewish and otherwise) 
entities - synagogues, schools, Hil
lels, youth groups and families -
have volunteered to help rebuild the 
city that experienced Sl OO billion 
in damages. 

We learned that Katrina caused 
some $20 million in damage to 
Jewish institutions, said Rosen
thal, and New Orleans' Jewish 
population decreased within a-year 
of Katrina from 9,500 to 6,000. 
Today, the Jewish population is 
currently estimated at 8,700 and 
is predicted to grow to exceed pre-
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Katrina size within one to two 
more years. 

P OLITICS, POLITICS 

On Sunday, Nov. 7, Vice Presi
dent Joseph Biden spoke to the 
General Assembly and commit
ted to continued U.S. support for 
Israel. "The ties between our two 
countries," Biden said, "are literally 
unbreakable." Biden, according to 
news accounts, insists that any dis
agreements between the two coun
tries are only tactical in nature. Like 
President Obama, Biden wants 
direct peace talks between Israel 
and the Palestinians to resume. 

On Monday, there was a "huge 
scene," said Rosenthal, when Bibi 
Netanyahu's speech was disrupted 
five separate times by members 
of the leftist group, Jewish Voices 
for Peace. Before security · escorted 
them out, one of the protesters 
yelled, ''Your loyalty oath de-legit
imizes Israel." News accounts indi
cate - and Rosenthal confirmed 
- that many in the audience, as 

well as Netanyahu, were angered 
by the interruptions. In fact, one 
attendee at the General Assembly 
grabbed the last protester, put her 
in a chokehold and dragged her 
toward the floor! Other audience 
members, earlier in the disruptions, 
chanted, in support of Netanyahu, 
"Am Yisrael Chai" ("the nation of 
Israel lives") and "Bibi, Bibi." 

The prospect of a nuclear-armed 
Iran, said Netanyahu, the prime 
minster of Israel, is the great
est danger facing Israel, specifi
cally, and the world, generally. 
Even without nuclear weapons, 
Iran threatens to annihilate Israel, 
denies the Holocaust, sponsors ter
rorism, dominates Lebanon and 
G aza and confronts the U.S. in 
Afghanistan and Iraq. Consider, 
he said, how much more dangerous 
Iraq might be with nuclear weap
onry. Netanyahu thanked Obama 
for his ongoing efforts to seek sanc
tions against Iran. 

As for the protesters, Netanyahu 
said, "In the past Jews were singled 
out and demonized, today it is Israel 
in many quarters that is singled out 
and demonized. For too many, 
Israel is guilty until proven guilty. 
The greatest problem is when Jews 
start believing it themselves. That is 
what we are seeing here today." 

THE NEXT GENERATION 

OF LEADERSJJJP 

O n Monday, we began our day 
with a conference ofJewish Futures, 
a new initiative to "determine what 
we [the Jewish community) want 
to become," said Jerry Silverman, 
president and chief executive officer 
of The Jewish Federations of North 
America, one of the five organiza
tions sponsoring Jewish Futures. 
At that session, said Rosenthal, we 
talked about why and how Jewish 
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AT THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY Day of Service, "Katrina at S," a group 
toured areas hit hard by Katrina with Darryl Malek-Wiley, field orga
nizer, Environmental Justice and Community Partnership Program. 

GA offers education, politics, engagement 
and no small controversy 

From Page 14 

education might evolve and change, 
given the explosive growth of new 
and different digital technolo
gies and social media outlets, for 
example. And, while we look to the 
future, we were cautioned against 
erasing our past.Ori Brafman, an 
Israeli author, teacher and entre
preneur, spoke to us, said Rosen
thal, about concepts contained in a 
book he co-authored, The Starfish 
and the Spider: The Unstoppable 
Power of Leaderless Organiza
tions. Organizations, Brafman said, 
need to include those who have the 
warmth and appeal of a starfish and 
those who have the connectivity 

and network-building elements of a 
spider. Individuals involved with an 
organization, said Brafman, have 
to be sure they're working together 
toward a common goal. In short, 
Jewish community organizations 
must be led by young professionals 
who represent a balance of starfish 
and spiders. 

Clare Burson, a Brown Uni
versity alum, sang at the Jewish 
Futures event. She described her 
philosophy thusly: "I've always 
leaned toward poetic simplicity and 
wanting to express as much as I can 
with as few words as possible in 
musical flourishes." 

Stephen F. Schiff, M.D., F.A.C.S. 
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POLITICS: It's not business as usual with a different cast of characters 

From Page 1 

Secretary Robert Gates said , 
"We are prepared to do what is 
necessary, but we continue to 
believe that the political-economic 
approach that we are taking is 
having an impact in Iran." 

Gates' response implicitly 
rejected not only an escalation, 
but Netanyahu's claim that sanc
tions are not working. It signaled 
that the Obama administration 
was going to protect its foreign 
policy turf- the traditional White 
House posture when opponents 
take one house of Congress. 

That was clear last week when 
Valerie Jarrett, a top Obama aide, 
told sympathetic nongovernmen
tal groups in an off-the-record 
phone call that the White House 
would be unwavering - even after 
losing the House majority - in 
pressing Israel and the Palestin
ians to return to the peace talks. 

"The president. . . is committed 
to doing what he can to foster talks 
in the Middle East," said Jarrett, 
Obama's senior adviser for public 
engagement. "That's not a partisan 
issue; his commitment to that is 
unwavering." 

But Netanyahu, in New Orleans, 
expressed confidence that he had 
U.S. backing in resisting Palestin
ian demands. H e listed a number 
of items the Palestinian Author
ity is seeking, including a freeze 
on Jewish West Bank settlement 
activity and a final-status deal that 
would remove Israeli forces from 
the West Bank. 

Netanyahu, told the crowd in 
New Orleans that Israel would 

stay in the Jordan Valley, the east
ern part of the W est Bank, "for 
the foreseeable future." The audi
ence applauded. 

GOP LOVE FOR I SRAEL 

Beyond the ramping up of Iran 
rhetoric, the first signal that new 
Republican members who swept 
into office last week were going to 
make Israel a priority came from 
Marco Rubio, the Tea Parry
backed candidate in Florida who 
romped to victory in the race for 
that state's open U.S. Senate seat. 

Rubio, 39, the son of Cuban 
exiles, punctuated five days of 
celebrations with a trip to Israel 
with his wife. He left Sunday on 
the private trip, which will include 
visits to holy sites. Rubio, who 
converted from Roman Catholi
cism to Southern Baptist, plans 
an official visit after assumjng his 
seat, a campaign official told the 
French news agency AFP. 

The American Israel Public 
Affairs Committee, which for 
decades has managed to secure the 
support of the leadership of both 
parties, responded to last week's 
elections with a positive message. 

"It is abundantly clear that 
the 112th Congress will con
tinue America's long tradition of 
staunch support for a strong, safe 
and secure Israel and an abiding 
friendship between the United 
States and our most reliable ally 
in the Middle East," AIPAC 
said in a statement. "Many of the · 
strongest friends and support
ers of the U.S.-Israel relation
ship were re-elected on Tuesday." 

A Thomas H. Maren Concert 

Rhode Island Philharmonic Music School 

Presents 

Criss Cross Orchestra (ACCO) 
Music from GHANA 

Features the dynamic singer /percussionist 
Obuamah Laud Addy performing music from his 
homeland in Ghana. He is joined by an international 
ensemble. 

Temple Beth-EL 
Sunday, November 14, 4:00 pm 

~ 70 O rchard Avenue 
~ Providence, RI 02906 

401 -331-6070 

A family concert 
open ro the community 

www.temple-beth-el.org 

The statement named Sen. 
Harry Reid (D-Nev.), the once 
and future majority leader, and 
Reps. John Boehner (R-Ohio), 
likely to become the H ouse 
speaker; Nancy Pelosi (D -Calif.), 
who loses the speakershjp and is 
vying to become minority leader 
along with Steny H oyer (D -Md.); 
and Cantor, who is vying for 
majority leader. Sen. Mitch 
M cConnell (R-Ky.), the Senate 
minority leader, also is a staunch 
Israel supporter but was not up for 
re-election last week. 

Exit polls showed Jewish sup
port for D emocrats remained 
strong, although commensurate 
with other recent polling showing 
increased misgivings with Presi
dent Obama over his economic 
policies. 

J Street, the "pro-peace, pro
Israel" group, conducted the only 
national exit poll. It showed that 
66 percent of Jews supported 
Democrats in congressional elec
tions, compared with 31 percent 
for Republicans. An American 
Jewish Committee poll conducted 
in September and October showed 
57 percent of Jewish respondents 
supporting Democrats vs. 33 per
cent for Republicans. The numbers 
are sharply down from the 78 per
cent of Jews who voted for Obama 
in 2008, .according to erit polling. 

The J Street poll was conducted 
by Gerstein/ Agne Strategic Com
munications on Election Day, 
Nov. 2, and surveyed 1,000 voters 
who identified as Jews as part of a 
broader consumer panel. It had a 
margin of error of 3.1 percentage 
points. Jim Gerstein, the pollster, 
is on J Street's advisory council. 

J Street and Gerstein also con
ducted an Election Day statewide 
poll in Pennsylvania, where con
servative groups targeted Demo-

cratic U.S. Senate candidate Rep. 
Joe Sestak (D -Pa.) as anti-Israel 
in part because he was backed by J 
Street. The J Street poll showed 76 
percent of Jews favoring Sestak to 

19 percent for the winner, Repub
lican Pat Toomey. The Republican 
Jewish Coalition also conducted 
a statewide poll of Jews the same 
day showing the break favoring 
Sestak 62 percent to 30 percent. 

The difference apparently was 
that the RJC canvassed only Jews 
who were affiliated with syna
gogues. When unaffiliated Jews 
were polled - as they were in the J 
Street poll and as they are in AJC's 
polls - the gap between Demo
cratic and Republican support 
widens considerably. 

BY TRE NUMBERS 

JTA reported last week that 
Congress lost seven Jews in both 
houses, and gained two. The gain 
might be three. 

In New York's 1st Congressio
nal District, a recanvassing of the 
voting machines erased Republi
can Randy Altschuler's 3,400-vote 
deficit, propelling him to a lead 
of 392 votes over incumbent Rep. 
Tim Bishop (D -N.Y.), who repre
sents eastern Long Island. 

Neither party was set to declare 
victory, as counting had yet to 
begin on 9,000 absentee ballots, 
but Bishop said Monday that he 
would demand a hand recount. 

Altschuler, who owns a recy
cling company, would become the 
second Jewish GOP congressman, 
joining Cantor. His win would 
bring the number ofJews to 28 in 
the House, along with the· 12 in 
the Senate. 

A little farther upstate, GOP 
candidate Nan Hayworth, a phy
sician, ousted Rep. John Hall 
(D-N.Y.) from the 19th District. 

Sterry Street 
Auto Transport 

• Company 
Owned 
Equipment 

• Fully Insured 

• Door to Door 
Service Also 
Available 

• Satellite 
Tracking 
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WEEKLY 
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FLORIDA 

Call for a Free Price Quote! 

888-761-6778 
Serving the 

East Coast & Midwest 

Hayworth is a Lutheran but 
belongs to a synagogue with her 
Jewish husband and her two sons, 
whom she has raised as Jews . That 
makes her the mirror image of 
Rep. John Sarbanes (D-Md.), who 
was elected from his Baltimore
area district in 2006. H e is Greek 
Orthodox but belongs to a syna
gogue, and with his Jewish wife 
has raised his children as Jews. 

JTA projected a win for Rep. 
Gabrielle Giffords (D-Ariz.), and 
that became official last Friday 
njght. The victory means a third 

. term for Giffords, who was first 
elected in the GOP-leaning dis
trict in the Democratic sweep of 
2006. She embraced tough immi
gration policies as part of her cam
paign this year, distancing herself 
from national D emocrats. 

WELCOMING B LUMENTHAL, 

C ICJLLINE 

The other two new Jewish con
gressmen are New Englanders: 
Sen., elect Richard Blumenthal 
(D-Conn.), until now the state's 
longtime attorney general, and 
Rep. David Cicilline (D-R.I.), the 
mayor of Providence. Cicilline is 
the first Jewish Rhode Islander 
elected to national office. 

Cicilline, whose mother is 
Jewish, is a congregant of Temple 
Beth-El in Providence. He is the 
third openly gay male in Con
gress - and the th ird openly gay 
Jewish male in Congress, joining 
Rep. Barney Frank (D-Mass .) and 
Jared Polis (D-Colo.). The only 
openly gay woman in Congress, 
Rep. Tammy Baldwin (D-Wis.), 
is not Jewish. 

SUCCESS I N T UE STATES 

As Blumenthal's election dem
onstrates, election to statewide 
office often is a steppingstone to 
federal office. Count four more 
such steppingstones on Nov. 2: 
Jews won statewide races in Mas
sachusetts, Arizona, Georgia and 
Ohio. 

Republicans Tom Horne in 
Arizona and Sam O lens in Geor
gia were elected attorneys general. 
Both are active in their commu
nities and with the Republican 
Jewish Coilition. 

So is Josh Mandel, a Repub
lican state lawmaker and former 
Marine who was elected trea
surer in Ohio. In Massachusetts, 
Steve Grossman, a former AIPAC 
president and ex-chairman of the 
Democratic National Committee, 
also won the treasurer spot. 

Pro-Israel insiders in Washing
ton noted that, in different ways, 
Mandel and Grossman have both 
been leaders in the effort to sanc
tion Iran and now are positioned 
to make sure that their states 
enforce such sanctions. As a law
maker, Mandel led the effort to 
divest Ohio from Iran. Grossman, 
as AIPAC president in the mid-
1990s, lobbied for the I ran sanc
tions passed by Congress at that 
time. 
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Richman receives Interfaith Hero Award 
Jewish activist 

recognized by RI 
State Council of 

Churches 
BY NANCY Krnsc11 
nkirsch@JFRl.org 

SMITHFIELD - M axine Rich
man, an active member of the 
Jewish Federation of Rhode 
Island's Community Relations 
Council (CRC), received the 
"I nterfaith H ero's Award" from 
the Rhode Island State Council of 
Churches at its "H eroes of Faith" 
awards breakfast on O ct. 21 . M any 
of her colleagues within the Jewish 
community were there to celebrate 
Richman's honor. 

Held at Bryant University, the 
ceremony honored several other 
community and faith leaders. 

Richman, a founder and cur-

rent co-chair of the Rhode Island 
Interfaith Coalition to F ight 
Poverty with Faith, of which the 
CRC is an active member, spoke 
of being humbled and honored by 
the award. Richman, who worked 
as a social worker at Jewish Family 
Service for more than 20 years, has 
held myriad volunteer positions: 
She is a national boa rd member 
of the Jewish Cou ncil for Public 
Affairs OCPA), the state public 
affairs chair for National Council 
of Jewish Women (NCJW) and 
a boa rd member of Rhode Island 
KIDS COUNT. ln the past, she 
has served in leadership positions 
with the National Conference on 
Soviet Jewry (in 1991, she visited 
"refu se-niks" in M oscow and Len
ingrad), Temple H abonim and 
Planned Parenthood of Rhode 
Island. During her three terms as 
the C RC chair, she built intergroup 
relations. H er good deeds have not 
gone unnoticed before the event 

/JFS 

JUDITH LITCHMAN AND BONNIE RYVICKER, newly elected board 
members, share a moment at the JFS annual meeting. 

Marcia Riesman, center, is pictured behind them. 

JFS of Rhode Island holds 
81st annual meeting 

PAWTUCKET - The Jewish man as vice president, Jeff Levy 
Family Service of Rhode Island as treasurer, and Mitzi Berkel-
OFS) held its 81st annual meet- hammer as secretary. The newly 
ing on Wednesday, O ct. 20, at elected board members installed 
the Blackstone Visitors Center in at the meeting include: Dr. 
Pawtucket. Michael Fine, Dr. Jerry Katz, 

The meeting, hosted by Judith Litchman, M iriam Ross, 
Amanda Isenberg, a current JFS Bonnie Ryvicker, William Scott 
board member, and her husband and Dr. Steve Sheinkopf. Board 
Jeremy, included presentat ions members continuing in service on 
by board members E lisa Heath the board are: Peri Ann Aptaker, 
and Charles Blackman and JFS' A. Larry Berren, Lisa Bigney, 
Chief Executive Officer, Erin Matthew Brennan, Jeff Brown, 
G isherman Minior. They spoke Rabbi Andrea Gouze, Amanda 
about the agency's programmatic Isenberg, Steve Kumins, Michele 
and financial successes during Lederberg, Carl Levin, Gary 
the year and identified ongoing Levine, Michael Roberts, Paul 
opportunities in the current year. Stauber, Rabbi E lyse Wechter-

A key focus of the meeting man and D enise Winston. 
centered on the remarkable work 
done by foster fam ilies who care 
fo r infants through the agency's 
adoption program, Adoption 
Options. 

The slate of officers for the 
upcoming year include: Elisa 
H eath as president, C harles Black-

For more information about 
Jewish Family Service of Rhode 
Island, v isit wwwjfsri.org or call 
331-1244. 

Jewish Family Service of Rhode 
Island is a partner agency of 
Jewish Federation of Rhode Island. 

/Na ncy Ki rsch 

people in this 
room, the Rhode 
Island Interfaith 
Coalition to Fight 
Poverty with Faith 
was for med with 
leaders of every 
faith trad ition and 
of advocacy agen
cies on the full 
range of poverty 
issues," Richman 
said. 

The coalition, 

MAXINE RICHMAN speaks at the Oct. 21 " Heroes of Faith" breakfast at Bryant 
University. At right is Reverend Dr. Donald Anderson, executive director of the 

Rhode Island State Council of Churches. 

dedicated to the 
goal of reducing 
poverty by half in 
Rhode Island in 
10 yea rs, "came 
together out of 
a deep commit
ment that we must 
give every Rhode 
]slander the 
chance to live in 

at Bryant, as she received JFRl's 
Norman D . and F lo T illes Com
munity Relations Council Award 
and the Joseph W. Ress Commu
ni ty Service Awa rd, in 1994 and 
2002, respectively. 

As a member of Temple 
H abonim in Barrington, Rich
man participated - along with her 
grandchildren (H annah, age 12; 
Jacob, 9; and Benjamin, 6 - in an 
initiative suggested by H abonim's 
Rabbi A ndrew Klein . The initia
tive involved families writing cre
ative liturgy on "One G od in the 
world" that they would deliver at 
the family Yorn Kippur service. 
H annah's offering included these 
words, 'T o have one G od means 

that we must take care of each 
other by doi ng good deeds and acts 
of kindness ." 

H annah's words, said Richman, 
are what bring the Jewish Coun
cil for Public Affairs OCPA), the 
National Council of Churches 
and Catholic Charities together 
- the agencies that organized the 
national Interfaith Fighting Pov
erty with Faith Coalition that now 
has more than SO organizations, 
each dedicated to reducing poverty 
by SO percent by 2020. 

After hearing of the formation of 
this interfa ith coali tion at a JCPA 
national meeting in June 2008, 
Richman returned to Rhode Island 
and, "with the support of so many 

digni ty and reach 
their full potential," said Richman. 
"ln 2009 in Rhode Island, almost 
17 percent of our children under 
18, and 13 percent of our total pop
ulation, lived in poverty. I am sure 
that you aU agree that those num
bers are totally unacceptable." 

After inviting the breakfast's 
audience members to join the 
Interfaith Coalition and partici
pate in its endeavors, she concluded 
her remarks with thanks to the 
Jewish community for "having the 
confidence in me to represent you," 
along with her family, her col
leagues and the Rhode Island State 
Council of Churches. 

... this one will be even better thon the lost one ' 
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COMMUNITY 

MIKE MILLER will entertain in the evening. 

PJ Library's third 
annual bool~ fair at 

Barnes & Noble 
WARWIC K - The PJ Library, a 
program of the Bureau of Jewish 
Education of Rhode Island (BJE) 
and the Jewish Federation of 
Rhode Island, is partnering with 
Barnes & Noble for the third 
annual PJ Library book fair on 
Tuesday, Nov. 23, from 10 a.m. 
-9p.m. 

A percentage of the proceeds 
from sales at the bookstore or 
its cafe on Nov. 23 will benefit 
the PJ Library when purchas
ers use the book fair voucher 
(on page 8 of this issue). And 
th.is year, patrons can use the 
book fair voucher online from 
Nov. 23 - 28 by entering the 
voucher number on the pay
ment page. 

A ctivities and entertain
ment fo r children and adults 
are planned throughout the day at 
Barnes & Noble (at 1350B Bald 
Hill Road in Warwick) includ
ing a raffi e, food samplings, craft 
demonstrations, book signings, 
music, story times, complimen
tary gift -wrapping from Hadassah 
and more! The day will culminate 
with an evening performance by 
Mike Miller, jazz pianist, and an 

Alef List (young adult) salon with 
Rabbi M ordechai Rackover of 
Brown RISD Hillel and Brown 
University. AU programs and dem
onstrations are free and open to the 
community. 

/ 

J 

For a complete list of the day's activ
ities, visit www.bjeri.org. D ownload 
a voucher from the BJE Web site or 
clip one from the book fair ad on page 
8. 

For more informat ion, contact 
Nicole Katzman at 331-0 956 ext. 
180 or nkatzman@bjeri.org. 

Temple Shalom hosts interfaith 
Thanksgiving service 

MIDDLETOWN 1hirty
six years ago, Rabbi Marc S. 
Jagolinzer of Temple Shalom in 
Midd letown began a tradition 
that continues to this day. H e, 
Reverend L . Edgar Stone Jr. and 
Reverend Berti! Norman co-led 
their first 1hanksgiving service 
with approximately 50 people 
attending. 

In the ensuing years, the worship 
has grown to include as many as 18 
participating congregations, and 
recently, choirs from area houses of 
worship have provided music. 

1his year's event, an integral 
part of many Rhode Islanders' 
Thanksgiving traditions, will be 
held on Wednesday, Nov. 24, at 
7:30 p.m. in the main sanctuary of 
Temple Shalom, 223 Valley Rd., 
Middletown. Representatives and 
choirs from various relig ious tra
ditions will participate, and the 
community is invited to attend. 

For more informa t ion, call Temple 
Shalom al 846-9002. 



FOOD 

Providence native: 
The 'doyenne' of 

Jewish cookbooks 

Bv NANCY KIHSCH 

nkirsch@]FRi org 

HEN I received 
an advance copy 
of Joan Nathan's 
latest book, 

Quiches, Kugels, and Couscous, My 
Search for Jewish Cooking in France, 
published by Alfred A. Knopf in 
2010, a few weeks ago, I knew it 
would be a perfect story for our 
cooking issue. H aving interviewed 
her in the past, I knew I might 
have trouble connecting with the 
peripatetic Nathan, the author 
of 10 other cookbooks, who lives 
the life of the "Energizer Bunny." 
W e finally connected while she 
was on the road - in one airport 
or another - promoting this, her 
newest book. Of the tour, she said, 
"Eight [cities] so far and 24 to go." 

"Each cookbook is 
a term paper and 

l 'm lucky that Pearl 
[Joan's mother] 
is still around 

to critique them." 

Q You've written cookbooks 
about Jewish foods in Israel and 
Jewish foods in America. What 
led you to write about Jewish 
foods of France? 

A: It was a natural...! studied 
French in college and was fluent 
in French when I was in Provi
dence. M y father (Ernest Nathan, 
of blessed memory) had relatives 
in France whom 1 visited one 
summer when I was in high school 
(the M oos family referenced in the 
cookbook), and they came to visit 
us in Providence. I fell in love with 
France. The food was great; I think 
I probably gained 20 pounds that 
summer. 

Q Were your conversations 
with the people featured in the 
cookbook in French or English? 

A: D efinitely in French. People 
encouraged me to do Italian (food), 
but I'm not fluent enough to do it 
well. I believe it's d ifferent when 
you speak the same language. 

Q Your cookbooks are as much 
family histories, pictorial essays, 
geography lessons and travel 
tours as they are recipes. How do 
you believe that additional mate
rial enriches your cookbooks? 

A: I've always done it that way. 
W hen I was growing and we'd go 
out to restaurants, my father would 
talk to the waiters; I always loved 
going to Federal Hill. I look at a 
recipe as more than just words - it 
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A 'Q & A' with Joan Nathan 
has a context behind it. When I 
go out to eat, I want the human 
individuali ty, probably because 
we live in a world where nothing 
is individual. I love Al Forno and 
New Rivers, but ifl go to a place 
like Nick's on Broadway, I want to 
know more about Nick. 

QUICHES, KUGELS, ancJ COUSCOUS 
My Search for Jewish Cook i ng in France 

Q How do you find the people 
to interview? Is that research 
done in advance or word-of
mouth, once you're on site? 

A: I plot out where I'm going 
and I make a few contacts through 
people I know. Sometimes I just 
fall into something. In Paris, I got 
into a cab for a trip to a Tunisian 
restaurant. The cab driver said, 
'It's a kosher restaurant.' When I 
learned that he was a Tunisian Jew 
who kept kosher, I asked ifl could 
come for Shabbat dinner. 

Some material doesn't make it 
into the cookbook. When I've told 
enough stories or the same kind of 
stories - or when l get bored lis
tening to people - I realize that I 
have enough information. Many 
stories will get condensed, too. I 
want to make the reader read. 

Q Are there professional chefs 
or home cooks who won't disclose 
their recipes to you? 

A : There have been a few people 
who've refused to give them up. 
One person gave me a recipe, but 
he didn't want it in this cookbook. 

Q Are there people who are 
too intimidated to cook for you? 

A: (Laughter). My friends cer
tainly aren't intimidated, but I'm 
not sure that the people I know 
cook very often . 

Q Do you cook exclusively 
from your own cookbooks? Do 
you have a favorite among them? 

A : Occasionally, I use other 
cookbooks, but I love my recipes. 
I use my cookbooks all the time. I 
like all my cookbooks - they repre
sent different parts of my life. Each 

cookbook is a term paper and I'm 
lucky that Pearl (Joan's mother) is 
still around to critique them. 

Q What would be your perfect 
meal? 

A: I love so many things, but 
what I really love is a good roast 
chicken. 

Uoan recommends the roast 
chicken with preserved lemons 
from the cookbook. Other favor
ites from the cookbook include the 

Polish Hanukkah apple cake 

wwwjvhri.org 

Alsatian kugel with pears and the 
apple cake.) 

Q A ny 'last words' about the 
cookbook? 

A: This cookbook has been a 
labor of love. It took about four or 
five years. I took about six trips to 
F ranee and each was maybe 10 to 
12 days long .... very intense. But, 
it all really started when I was 15 
(when she went to France) and 
began a lifetime of cultivating rela
tionships. 

Gateau de Hannouka 
(Polish Hanukkah apple cakel 

Nathan writes, "D anielle Fleis
chmann bakes this apple cake in 
the same beat-up rectangular pan 
that her mother used. Known as a 
"Jewish apple cake'' because oil is 
substituted for butter, it is called 
gateau de Hannouka in France. 

When Danielle makes the cake, 
she uses half sweet and half tart 
apples, a combination that makes 
a really tasty version of this simple 
Polish cake. Although her mother 
grated the apples, Danielle cuts 
them into small chunks. I often 
make it in a Bundt pan and sprin
kle it with powdered sugar." 

Ingredients 

1 cup vegetable oil, plus more for 
greasing the pan 

5 apples (3 Fuji and 2 Granny 
Smith, or any combination of tart 
and sweet apples), peeled, cored 
and cut into 1/2-inch pieces (about 
6 cups) 

grated zest and juice of 1 lemon 
1/3 cup walnut halves, roughly 

200 Recipes nnrJ 

Their Stor ies 

chopped 
1-and-1/2 teaspoons ground 

cinnamon 
2 cups all purpose flour 
1 teaspoon baking powder 
1/8 teaspoon salt 
2 tablespoons chopped almonds 
1-and-1/4 cups plus 2 table-

spoons sugar 
4 large eggs 
1/4 teaspoon almond extract 

Method 

Preheat the oven to 350 degrees, 
and grease a Bundt pan or a 9-by-
13 inch baking pan. 

Toss the apples in a large bowl 
with the zest and juice of the 
lemon, the walnuts and the cin
namon. 

Pulse together the flour, baking 
powder, salt, almonds and 1-and-
1/4 cups of the sugar in the bowl 
of a food processor fitted with a 
steel blade. With the food proces
sor running, add the eggs, oil and 
almond extract, processing until 
just mixed. 

Spoon 1/3 of the batter over 
the bottom of the pan. Scatter the 
apples on top and cover the apples 
with the remaining batter. Sprin
kle the top with the remaining 2 
tablespoons sugar (you'll need less 
sugar if using a Bundt pan). 

Bake for 45 to 60 minutes, or 
until golden and cooked through. 
The cake will take a shorter time 
to bake in the shallow rectangular 
pan than in the Bundt pan. 

Serves 8 to 10. 

Recipes and photos from 
Quiches, Kugels, and Couscous. 
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Eastside Mark.etplace brings more to the table 
Market meets 

customers' needs 
beyond the 

grocer's shelf 
BY T O!ll H!TC HI N EH 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

PROVIDENCE - For yea rs, 
Eastside M arketplace in Provi
dence has been one of the com
munity's favorite destinat ions 
for g roceries and prepared food. 
The store feat ures a wide vari ety 
of harder- to-find specialty items, 
as well as an on-site ca fe. It also 
hosts community events and 
offers catering services for any 
special occasion - be it a bris, baby 
shower, post-bar or bat mitzva h 
brunch or birthday celebration. 

BUSINESS PROFILE 

"W e re-d id our food court, 
and people are rea lly enj oy
ing it," general manager Nancy 
Starziano said. The food court 
features a new panini g rill , and 
a larger dining area for custom
ers. If you're shopping during 
dinnertime, the store features a 
meal-of- the-day special that you 
ca n enjoy on site. Break up the 
tedium of grocery shopping and 
feed yourself and anyone you 
brought along to help with the 
g roceries! You' ll have the option 
of a main course, a starch and a 
vegetable for only $5.99. Among 
the weekly specials are peach 
chicken on Tuesdays and fi sh and 
chips on Fridays. 

As part of the food court rede
sig n, the store now offers themed 
food events. W ednesday nights 
are pasta nights which , Star
ziano sa id, have "really taken off." 
Patrons ca n get two dishes, with 
a starting price of $6.99, and eat 
them in the cafe or take them to 
go. And, Mexican food is on tap 
on Friday evenings . 

"One of ou r chefs , Andy 
Juarez, is originally from the 
Southwest," sa id Starziano, and 
that has influenced his menu of 
authentic enchiladas and burri
tos, start ing at $4.99. Juarez takes 
cus tomers' requests for the burri
tos and enchiladas, all of which 

are freshly prepared. 
A s Thanksgiving approaches, 

Eastside Marketplace offers cus
tomers the option of a ready-to
serve cooked turkey dinner with 
a wide va riety of prepared side 
dishes. W e offer, said Starziano, 
traditional favorites and some 
di shes with new twists - such 
as the classic cranberry sauce 

"Shoppers can 
purchase hot or 

cold beverages and 
the latest issue of 
any of more than 
600 international 

newspapers 
or magazines, 
including The 

Jerusalem Post and 
Kashrus Magazine." 

with mandarin ora nge slices and 
peca n-crusted sweet potatoes. 

When it comes to catering, the 
chefs and o rga nizers at E astside 
M arketplace ca n do it all. "W e 
can cater eve nts from 10 to 150," 
sa id Janice Costello, the public 
relations and marketing manager. 
The catering department ca n pre
pare custom-ordered breakfasts, 
brunches, lunches, dinners or just 
hors d 'oeuvres. 

And the market offers more 
than food; it often hosts cooking 
classes or informational sessions 
about entertaining, wine, etc. On 
Thursday, Nov. 18, for exa mple, 
it will host a fl ower-arranging 
class. For a $30-per-person fee, 
individuals can attend the class to 
learn how to put together a flower 
bouquet which they can keep. 

Eastside Marketplace offers 
a different shoppi ng experience 
than that available in chain gro
cery stores. For exa mple, non
profit organizations that are 
members of the Friendship Fund 
benefit from purchases made at 
the store. Shoppers g ive their 
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Hours: Mon-Sat 9-10, Sun 12·6 

University Marketplace· 571 North Main St· Providence 
Located next to Whole Foods 

THE NEW EXPANDED food court at Eastside M arketp lace 

Eastside Marketplace receipts 
to the organization , which then 
returns the receipts to the store. 
The nonprofit orga nization then 
receives 1 percent of the total 
sa les from E astside M arketplace . 
A lso on Tuesdays, shoppers 55 
and older receive a 5 percent dis
count on their purchases . 

It is the on ly market in Rhode 
Island to provide kosher butcher 
and fi sh services, as supervised 
by the Rhode Island Kashruth 
Commission. While this ser
vice is ava ilable only once a week 
(Thursdays, from 8 a. m . to 2 
p.m.), the store's extensive kosher 
g rocery section is alwaysstocked 
with items like matzo ball mi x 
and Israeli couscous. The deli 

and prepa red food cases also 
ca rry pastrami , corned beef, and 
fre sh latkes and kugel. For kosher 
catering, Eastside M arket offers a 
' kosher-style traditional brunch ' 
fea turing smoked sa lmon , cheese 
noodle kugel, a fresh fruit plat
ter and other traditional favorites 
(think blintzes and whitefi sh). 

In add ition to its food court, 
Eastside Marketplace is also 
home to a ca fe called the "Good 
News Cafe." There, shoppers can 
purchase hot or cold beverages 
and the latest issue of any of more 
than 600 intern at ional newspa
pers or magazi nes , including The 
Jerusalem Post and Kashrus Maga 
zine (a complete list is available 
on the Eastside M arketplace 

Web site, eastsidemarket.com). 
C ustomers are encouraged to sit 
back, relax and enjoy a compli
mentary cup of coffe e, ava ilable 
behind the floral section. 

Internet coupons and specials 
are available on the company Web 
site, www.eastsidemarket.com. For 
more information, including about 
the Friendship Fund, call 831-
7771. 

A senior at the Un iversity of 
Rhode Island, Tori Hitchiner is 
an intern at The Jewish Voice 
& H erald. Contact her at tori. 
hitchiner@gmail.com. 

Tomato mozzarella croustade 
Ingredients 

1 French baguette 
1 tablespoon garlic oil 
1 bunch basil 
2 Roma tomatoes 
2 fresh mozzarella balls 
1 tablespoon pesto 

Method 

Slice a French baguette into 
1/4-inch pieces. Brush with garlic 
oil and lightly toast in the oven. 

Place one basil leaf on top of 
each baguette slice. 

Cut the Roma tomatoes in half 
and then into 1/8-inch slices. 

Cut the fre sh mozzarella in 
half (or quarters) and then into 
1/8-i nch slices. 

Place the tomato on top of the 
basil leaf and then the mozzarella 
on top of the tomato. 

Garnish with a dab of fresh 
pesto. 

wwwjvhri.org 

/Eastside Marketpl ace 

A PLATTER OF TOMATO mozzarella croustades is ready to serve. 

Place on a platter and serve at 
room temperature. 

M akes six to eight servings. 

Recipe is courtesy of Eastside 
Marketplace. 
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Local Hero Catering is at your service 
. Company focuses 

on customer service 
and the freshest 

ingredients 
BY TORI HITClll NER 

Special to The Voice & .Herald 

PAWTUCKET - Party planning 
can be stressful, but it doesn't have 
to be. The Local Hero Catering 
team of Sandy Ross and Andrew 
Esposito are available to guide cus
tomers through the entire process. 
Although this team of caterers 
currently focuses on catering bar 
and bat mitzvah celebrations, they 
are prepared to service any func
tion. 

"If you are having a party at 
home, we can supply the food and 
professional staff," said Ross, Local 
Hero Catering's event coordinator. 
"Or, if you are planning a larger 
gathering at a social hall [or some 
other outside venue], we can do 
that, too." The company recently 
catered an event for 250 individuals 
attending the induction ceremony 
for Pawtucket police officers. And, 
said Ross, the company has catered 
a seder at Temple Sinai in Sharon, 
Mass. for the past couple of years. 

Attention to details is very 
important to Ross, who works 
closely with customers through
out the entire process, start to 
finish. "They [clients] are working 

directly with a decision-maker, fountain or an elaborate wedding 
not an employee," said Ross. "We cake, Local Hero Catering can 
make it very easy on the parents work with you to find it. 
[of the bar or bat mitzvah] so that Want kosher food? Local H ero 
they can thoroughly enjoy the Catering can provide it, as it has 
complete process and can relax and access to kosher food suppliers, 
have fun at the reception." Ross Ross said. Although the com-
works personally with the DJ or pany's kitchen is not a kosher 
other entertainers to be certain kitchen, they can, said Ross, pre-
that the bar/bat mitzvah celebra- pare a kosher meal in someone's 
tion goes smoothly, and coordi- home kosher kitchen, if the client 
nates food service with the other so chooses. Alternatively, the com-
elements of the ceremony. Local pany is willing to prepare food in 
Hero Catering can also cater the any synagogue's kosher kitchen. 

BUSINESS PROFILE 

Shabbat dinner before the big day 
or a Sunday brunch for the out
of-town relatives and friends, so 
that the parents of the bar or bat 
mitzvah can stay out of the kitchen 

The company worked in Temple 
Emanu-El's kitchen for a private 
party that included more than 
100 people and catered a Shabbat 
dinner for more than 150 people, 
said Ross. "Rabbi [Wayne] Frank
lin checked everything we did and 
all the food that we used." 

throughout the _____________ The menus are 

weekend! not preset. Cli-
The company "Mini-potato puffs ents can choose 

can also provide and chicken wing from a variety of 
wedding or bar options for their 

or bat mitzvah 1o11ipops are very desserts, hors 
party planning d'oeuvres, buffet 
assistance with popu1ar items." style menus or 
finding photog- sit-down dinners. 
raphers, florists, Menu consulta-
bands or a full service bar, for tion and planning are offered for 
example. "We provide our custom- free, and any menu is personally 
ers with a complete list of what styled to fit the client's budget and 
they might need to rent," said Ross. any dietary restrictions or special 
"We then place the order, arrange needs. For example, "We offer a 
delivery, set up everything and full pasta bar with three types of 
arrange for pickup after the party." pasta that can include whole wheat 

Whether you want a chocolate or gluten-free pasta to accommo-

Local Hero Catering's chicken wing 'lollipops' 
You don't want these 

as leftovers 

Chicken wing lollipops 
Ingredients 

chicken wings 
soy sauce 
red wine 
mustard 
honey 
garlic 
ginger 
oil for frying pan 
flour, salt and pepper 

egg wash (egg and water) 
seasoned bread crumbs 

Method 

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. 
Using only the drummette part 

of the wing, scrape chicken away 
from bone and turn inside out. 

M~rinate the chicken in the 
mixture of soy sauce, red wine, 
mustard, honey, garlic and ginger. 

Heat oil in a deep fryer. 
Set up 3 dishes as follows and 

coat the drummettes, in this order: 
flour with a little salt and pepper, 
the egg wash and then the sea
soned bread crumbs. 

Fry until outside is done and put 
on paper towel. 

Put in baking pan and cook in 
350-degree oven for approximately 
20 minutes or until completely 
cooked. Serve immediately. They 
are not good reheated. 

Recipe is courtesy of Local H ero 
Catering. 

Editor's Note: Local Hero Cater
ing did not provide 'luantities or 
ingredient amounts. If readers have 
']Uestions, Sandy Ross said, they can 
contact the company at 727-3459 or 
Sandy@localherocatering.com. 

Sue Fishkoff deconstructs a mystery 
BY LEAH KOENIG 

NEW YORK (Forward) - How 
did kosher certification grow so 
popular so fast? 

With Jews making up less than 
2 percent of the country's popu
lation, the answer is rooted in 
something other than increased 
religious observance. 

In Kosher Nation: Why More 
and More of America's Food 
Answers to a H igher Authority, 
author Sue Fishkoff explores this 
gastro-religious phenomenon 
and its implications for the way 
we eat. 

As a veteran journalist of the 
Jewish press, Fishkoff has made 
a career out of asking questions 

that delve into the heart of con
temporary Jewish life. Kosher 
Nation explores how the rapidly 
expanding kosher marketplace 
affects the 14 percent of consum
ers for whom kashrut is indeed a 
rule oflife . 

As Fishkoff writes, "Keeping 
kosher is a mitzvah, but giving 
kosher certification is a business." 

But as the wrinkles of Jewish 
history unfold, readers will surely 
look to Kosher Nation for insight 
on how the foods Jews eat (and 
don't eat) shape the Jewish com
munity and, remarkably, the 
world. 

A longer article first appeared at 
Forward. com, where Leah Koenig 

writes a 
monthly 
column on 
food and 
culinary 
trends . 
Koenig 
was o_ne of 
the indi
viduals 
Fishkojf 
inter

Kosher Notion ... 
Why More 

and M• re of ~ 
Ame rica's Feod 
Ans wers to 

H ig he r A uth~ r~ ~-, 
Sue Fishkoff 

viewed for Kosher 
Nation. 

Random House 
Available since October 2010 
Hardcover, 284 pages 
$27.95 
ISBN:978-0-8052-4265-2 
0-8052-4265-1 

wwwjvhri.org 

/AC Ross Photography 

ANDREW ESPOSITO AND SANDY ROSS 

date special diets," said Ross. 
Lately, mini-potato puffs and 

chicken wing lollipops are very 
popular items, while tri-color 
tortellini in a pink vodka cheese 
sauce with Nova Scotia lox is their 
signature dish. "We don't buy a 
lesser quality meat, poultry or fi sh 
and then cover it• in sauce," she 
said. "We serve our meals per
fectly cooked and then enhance 
them with our homemade dipping 
sauces." 

Andrew Esposito, who has 
owned the Local Hero Deli for 

more than 20 years, is the head 
chef and attends every event that 
the business caters. Together, Ross 
and Esposito have more than 40 
years in the food service industry. 

Visit Local H ero Catering at 
www.localherodeli.com or contact 
Sandy Ross at 524-5928 to plan an 
event. 

A senior at the University of Rhode 
Island, Tori H itchiner is an intern far 
The Jewish Voice & Herald. Contact 
her at tori.hitchiner@gmail.com. 

China Inn 
a taste of china in town 

Located in downtown Pawtucket, just a few minutes from the 

East Side, China lim has received "TI1e Best of' award many 

times from local Rhode Island publications and has built a rep
utation for offering delicious, authentic Chinese cuisine for its 

· 30 plus years ofbusiness. The classy interior of our restaurant 
helps to create a bright and warm atmosphere that comple

ments the simple, clean decor of the dining area, and which 
makes it stand out among the average Chinese restaurants in 

the surrounding area. 

GIFT CERTIFICATE 

BAR LOUNGE 

PRIVATE PARTIES e':I BUSINESS MEETINGS 

BANQUET HALL 

For Delicious Take Out or Delivery Please Ca ll +0 l .723.3960 
\Ive deliver to Pawtucket .rnd East Side 

401.-13.1960 I 285 Main Street Pawtm.:kcL, RI 0lS-60 I www.chinainnri.com 

1 
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New menu offerings at the JCCRI early childhood center 

Parents' apprehension 
turns to applause Recipes from the JCCRI kitchens 

B,· BRIAN Suu,IVAN 

bsul/i'l)(ln@JFRI.org 

PROVIDENCE - With an 
updated menu that includes fresh 
fruits and vegetables, whole wheat 
and whole grains, the Jewish Com
munity Center of Rhode Island's 
OCCRI) early childhood center 
has gone healthy! 

~Here we are, a health and well
ness facility, and our kids were 
eating white pasta three times a 
week," said Leslie Sax, interim 
director ofthcJCCRL "I spoke to 
some of the parents and we decided 
it was necessary 10 align our menu 
with our mission - focusing on the 
health needs of the Jewish com
munity." 

/Hria nSu!livan 

Butternut squash soup 
Ingredients 

3 tablespoons olive oil 
1 onion, coarsely chopped 
1/2 bunch celery, chopped 
1/2 cup carrot, shredded 
1 tablespoon fresh sage, 

chopped 
I (about 2-and-3/4 pounds) 

butternut squash, halved, peeled, 
seeded, chopped 

5 cups vegetarian broth 
1/3 cup shredded cheddar 

cheese 
Method 

Melt I tablespoon olive oil in 
heavy large pot over medium 
heat. 

Add onion, celery, and carrot; 
cook until soft and stirring occa
sionally. 

Add chopped sage; stir I 
minute. 

The JCCR I faced challenges in 
creating a new menu: Providing 
enough protein in meals prepared 
in a kosher, dairy, nut-free facility 
is no easy task, nor is addressing 
food allergies in young children. 
The JCCRI found an expert in 
Barbara Robinson, who holds a 
master's degree in public health 
and was 1he senior pediatric dieti
cian at Hasbro Children's Hospital 
for more than 15 years. 

JEE-YOUNG LIM sits with the children, including Yaakov Ellis 
(far left), after preparing and serving their food. 

Add butternut squash and 
broth. Increase heat to high and 
bring to boil. Reduce heat and 
simmer until squash is tender. 

Cool slightly. Puree soup in 
batches in blender until smooth. 

"The earlier we introduce chil
dren to nutritious food, the more 
likely they will be to accept it,~ 
said Robinson. "Introduce it to a 
2-year-old and she's more likely to 
eat it than a 4-year-old, and so on. 
That's why it's important to start at 
a young age, but it's never too late!" 

Now working with pediatric 
patients at H asbro, Robinson said, 
"I consistently see children with 
preventable discomfort directly 

linked to their eating habits. Chi!· 
dren aren't gening enough fruit, 
veggies and fiber in their diets and 
it's affecting them physically." 

Jee-Young Lim is another key 
component in 1he early childhood 
nutrition team. Lim, a recent grad
uate of Johnson & \Vales Univer
sity's culinary nutrition program, 
prepares Robinson's menu. "It 
makes me happy to serve children 
healthy food," said Lim. ul believe 
food can work bcner than medi
cine - if kids cat healthy, they feel 
healthy." 

• Keep your spirits warm this winter .... 
at the NHC Winter Retreat 

December 10-12, 2010 
Craig ville Conference Center, Hyannis, MA on Cape Cod 

Coi.u~ Detail~aOO flegimauori Mate,ia~.w .. ilable at www.MVtJrah.0<9 
flegiste<b)IN°"'-'!Tiber19.20!0togUi1<111nteeyou,sp,><eaOOavoidthf
latefee. Allfee<m11,1berece,,ed inadv" n<:e"ndare ootref11ndable.We 
cannotaccept"on·"te"regi<trations. 
oe-retreat@~vurah.o.-g or com"ct Stevelewis617·33l·l496 

+·-------------------------------------------------------------

- SPECIAL 
COUPON 

T11E: T IDE TURNS 

When Robinson spoke to par
ents at the Early Childhood Cen
ter's fall family festival on Oct. 
20, parents expressed concerns: 
"Is the menu too sophisticated?" 
and ~what if I don't match these 
behaviors at home?" and "My child 
doesn't like the food, what should 
I do?" 

It's no surprise, Robinson said, 
that so many children don't like 
fruits and vegetables. Her advice? 
Have fun with food, call broccoli 
~trees" and make faces from veg
etable slices. ~Do it in the right 
spirit, not out of desperation.~ Not 
a proponent of sneaking vegetables 
into food, Robinson said, "It's 
important to introduce children to 
different foods." Soups are a great 
way to get kids to cat vegetables. 

"Eat as many meals with your 
children with as many family 
members present as possiblet 
said Robinson, as "socialization at 
meals is so important." And, the 
classroom is another great place to 
explore healthy eating, as teachers 

Return soup to pot. Mix in 
cheese. Season to taste with sah 
and pepper. 

Makes 8 servings for adults, 
16 servings for 3-5-year-olds, or 
24 servings for 1-2-year-olds. 

Pumpkin French Toast 
Ingredients 

9 slices whole-wheat bread 

and peers can be great influences 
on child ren. 

Speaking of her own children 
(now grown), Sax said, ~[They] 
were more willing to try new 
things in a classroom setting than 
at our family table. The atmosphere 
of the classroom, the encourage
ment of teachers and a little bit of 
peer pressure made the difference." 

Tm: TOUGHEST CRIT ICS 

At the fall festival, Maya 
DeHart, the mother of nvo 
very young child ren, said, "I'm 
extremely pleased that the JCCRI 
is emphasizing whole grains and 
nutritious foods that they [the chi!-

10% OFF food portion of your catering 

Certain restrictions apply inc luding a minimum $500 order 

Party must be bO?ked by 12/31/2011 

Not redeemable for cash. Musi mention coupon at time of boolong 

ANDREW ESl>QSITO 401·727-3459 SANDY Ross 401-524-5928 

sandy@localherocatering.com www.locatherocatering.com 

wwwJvhri.org 

1/4 cup sugar 
1/4 teaspoon ground cinna-

mon 

1 pinch salt 
1/2 cup canned pumpkin 
puree 
1/2 cup half&half 
4largeeggs 
2 tablespoons orange juice 
1 teaspoon vanilla extract 
J /2 teaspoon grated orange 

zest 
1 tablespoon unsalted butter, 

divided 
Method 

Combine sugar, cinnamon 
and salt in a medium bowl. 
Whisk in pumpkin, half & 
half, eggs, orange juice, ginger, 
vanilla and orange zest. 

Pour mixture into a large 
pan. Add bread slices to pan; 
turn slices over. Cover pan with 
plastic. Wrap and refrigerate 
overnight. 

Preheat oven 10 250 degrees. 
H eat nvo large skillets over 

medium-low heat. Add l table
spoon butter to each skillet. 
When butter is sizzling, add i 
bread slices to each skillet. Cook 
until bread is golden brown, 2 to 
3 minutes on each side. Trans
fer slices 10 a cookie sheet; keep 
warm in oven. 

Makes 6 servings for adults, 
12 servings for 3-5-year-olds, or 
18 servings for 1-2-year-olds. 

dren] will eventually grow to like." 
Ann Durham, the mother of a 

17-month-old, said, ~rm thankful 
that they [the JCCRI] arc putting 
thought and energy into healthy 
food options for kids." 

Kate Lacouture wrote, "I wanted 
10 let you know how pleased I am 
with the new cook and the new 
menu. I've tried a few samples in 
the hallway and the food is deli
cious, healthy and fresh. My son 
likes it as well!" 

Many children took the menu 
change in stride, though others 
were a bit less willing. G iven a 
vegan "meatball," one child said 
that he couldn't eat it because there 
was cheese on his "meatball." 

The teacher explained that the 
"meatbaW wasn't made from meat, 
so it was acceptable to cat it. After 
one bite, the boy threw the meat
ball off his fork, calling it, "way too 
dry." 

As parents know, kids are the 
toughest critics! 

7he JCCRJ is a partner agtnry 
rf the je-wi!h Ftdemtion of Rhode 
Island. 

Brian Sullivan is II marktting 
assoriatefarthe}FRJ. 
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Autumn's bounty is here 140 Point Jud ith Road, Narragansett 
401-284-3282 

Fr;sh produce, 
entertainment 

move inside 

BY HANNA H M ELLION 

Special to The Voice & Herald THE SUMM E R OF 
2010 was a wonderful 
one for Rhode Island 
agriculture, with good 

harvests and dozens of farmers' 
markets across the state. 

As the days get shorter and tem
peratures drop, there's no need to 
despair - although our outdoor 
markets are closed for the season, 
it's time to head inside for the 
Pawtucket Wintertime Farmers' 
Market. 

This season marks the fourth 
year Farm Fresh has run this busy 
market, now held in the retail 
hallway at Hope Artiste Village, 
1005 Main Street in Pawtucket. 
This year, we've even added a 
second night - Wednesdays - to 
accommodate demand. 

The Saturday market, which 
opened on Nov. 6, runs from 10 
a.m. - 1 p.m. and features goods 
from more than 60 local farms and 
food producers. The Wednesday 
night market runs from 4 p.m. - 7 
p.m., with produce from some 40 
entities. 

Both markets offer a wide array 
of winter vegetables; Beets, cab
bage, carrots, potatoes, sweet 
potatoes, onions, garlic, salad 
greens and more. You can' buy 
fresh cheeses, eggs, breads, jams, 
yogurt, chocolates, ice cream, 
meats and baked goods. 

And, for those who don't want 
to cook, you cao pick up prepared 
lunch and ·dinner offerings, such 

. as wood-fire grilled pizzas, sea-

sonal soups, gluten-free breads and 
Caribbean dishes, all featur
ing local produce. One new 
Wednesday evening vendor, 
Amos House's Friend
ship Cafe, sells homemade 
breads, soups and sand
wiches. Live music and 
connecting with your friends 
and neighbors round out the 
delicious experience of shopping 
at the Pawtucket Wintertime 
Farmers' Markets, which are open 
through the end of May 2011. 

To learn more, v isit www:farm
.freshri.org. 

Hannah M e/lion is the market 
mobile coordinator and market man
ager if the Wednesday Pawtucket 
Wintertime Farmers Market far 
Fann Fresh RI, a nonprofit organi
zation working to grow a local faod 
system in Rhode Island. Farm Fresh 
RI runs the Pawtucket Wintertime 
Farmers' Market. 

Hannah attended the farmer 
Alperin Schechter Day School and 
graduated .from Brown University 
in 2009. Contact her at Hannah@ 
farm.freshri.org 

Gregg's Desserts ... 
A Holiday Tradition. 

Don't Stand /11 Line. Order On-Line at www.GreggsUSA .com 

Providence East Providence Warwick North Kingstown 
401 -831-5700 401 -438-5700 401 -467-5700 401 -294-5700 

MARINER 
GRILLE 

BeefWellington • Grilled Pizza• Creative Salads 

www.MarinerGrille.com 
Reservations Accepted 

s-nNG COFFEE c, 
~Os:,.: ~ ~~.t-co •• ee~;;. 
EXCHANGE.. " 

*~ Sustai .. abieCoti:ti:ee.com 
$ 1 Off " Just Roas ted " Coffee of the Day 

a FREE CUP mth Every Pound 
All Coffee - roasted t.o ord er - on t:be ,,re.mises 

FREE SHIPPING * 
JOO¾ Fafr ~rra d e / Org a nic Coffee 

Sc1·vi n g Coffee o n Wic k e ndc n St:a:cet Sin ce 1984 
• .J LB Min 

207 Jri ckcmJ,.,, St. Providcn c f' H . 1 02903 · 40 1-2 73-1190 or I -877- C u c11-4 

HAPPY 
HANUKKAH! 

THE COOKING DOESN'T END ... YET: 
HANUKKAH IS JUST AROUND THE CORNER. 

wwwjvhri.org 

II 
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A brief history of a beloved Jewish icon 

Behold the 
beloved bagel 
BY NANCY ABESHA US 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

TIE BAGE~S EVO
UTION - from a basic 
astern European roll to 
s all-purpose American 

breakfast - is a fascinating story. It's 
a story with twists and turns that 
may be as surprising as one's first 
bite into an authentic Jewish bagel 
- crunchy on the outside, chewy on 
the inside, freshly baked and still 
warm from the oven. 

The word bagel comes from the 
Yiddish word, beygl, and is rooted 
in the Indo-European word bheugh, 
meaning "bend." The first known 
reference to the bagel among Jews 
in Poland appears in regulations 
issued in Yiddish in 1610 by the 
Jewish Council of Krakow regulat
ing the amount of money Jewish 
households could spend in celebrat
ing the circumcision of.baby boys. 

First used in America in 1919, 
a bagel was defined as a bread roll 
that is boiled before it is baked. 
How and why has this centuries-old 
roll-with-a-hole won the hearts and 
minds, palates and pocketbooks, of 
patrons across almost every culture? 
Like many of history's mysteries, 
stories swirl around the bagel - not 
unlike the mesmerizing marbleized 
pumpernickel-rye bagel itself Are 
these intriguing tales fact or fiction, 
myth or reality? You be the judge. 

How THE BAGEL GOT ITS SHAPE 

Legend has it that the first bagels 
were created as a tribute to Jan III 
Sobieski, the king of Poland in 
the late 17th century. (Poland was 
then part of the Austrian empire.) 
Sobieski waived the decree of 1496 
that_ limited the production of 
white bread and bagel-like rolls to 

JEFFREY B. PINE, PC 
A trorneys at L<aw 

Je 
AttonuyGrntml 199.3-1999 

· Criminal Defense 
• Personal Injury/Serious Accidents 
• Ovil and Business Litigation 
• Divorce/Family Law 
• Probate/Estate Planning 
· Real Estate 

Attorneys 
J~ffREY 8. PINE 

BRIAN G. GoLDSTF.IN 

32 1 South Main St. · Suite 302 
Providence, RI· 401.351.8200 

Summit Plaw • 231 Old Tower Rd. 
Wakefield, RI· 401.788.9100 

www.pinelaw.com 

lhr RI Supm!ltl'.ot,r1ll(fflH'S•Ailwytisll'!ltlt9ffltl'al~ t1Ctol l.iw 
Thtc011l doesnolli<trM01(tl'trty an111w)'fflu M1 tqlt'II 

OISl)fUi~l "'•!JfliddOI P,-iKlkt. 

the Krakow bakers' guild, thereby 
allowing Jews to bake and sell bread 
inside the city walls. 

Another story tells of a baker 
who created a roll in the shape of 
the king's stirrup after Sobieski 
saved Austria from Turkish invad
ers at the Battle of Vienna in 1683. 
The baker called-this roll a beugel, 
Austrian for stirrup. 

On a practical note, its roll-with
a-hole design made it easy and 
affordable for the earliest Jewish 
bakers in Poland to transport their 
bagels - they simply threaded them 
onto a stick or piece of string. 

M any Polish Jews were poor and 
sold bagels on the streets to earn a 
few pennies. 

The hand-rolled ,bagels' unique 
preparation - first being water
boiled, then baked - kept them 
fresh longer than other breads of 
those times; boiling the dough 
before baking created a protective 
exterior crust. Stale bagels needed 
only to be dunked in hot water to 
emerge softened and edible once 
more. 

htMIGRANTS, THE BAGEL AND 

A LEAP OF FAITH 

Even though the bagel was not 
officially American-born, 
historians might 
concur that it was 
re-born in 
the United 
States, 
s p ec i fi
cally in 
New York 
where it 
took up 
residence 
a longs ide 
Jewi s h 
i rn m i -
grants who 
carried the 
breads of 
their home-
land with 
them to 
America in 
search of a 
better life. 

-Initially, 

bagels in America were baked only 
in Jewish bakeries, due to strict 
Jewish dietary laws; by 1900, there 
were 70 Jewish bakeries in New 

. York Ciry's Lower Easr Side. But 
Jews were not the only customers 
who had a taste for these breads: 
Chinese, Irish, Italian, and Russian 
immigrants on the Lower East Side 
also hungered for bagels. 

As Jews prospered and assimi
lated, especially after W orld W , r 
II, they began moving to the sub
urbs where Jewish bakeries - and 
the bagel - continued to thrive. 
Still, as recently as the 1960s, the 
bagel wasn't well-known beyond 
communities with large Jewish 
populations. 

Until Lender Bagels entered 
the scene, that is. In 1927, H arry 
Lender, a young Jewish immi
grant from Poland, settled in New 
Haven, Conn., where he opened 
a small 800-square-foot Jewish 
bakery - one of the nation's first 
bagel bakeries located outside 
New York City. After two years, 
he raised enough money to bring 
his wife and two sons to America. 
The business and the family - who 
worked in the bakery - continued to 
grow. In 1955, Lender's pack-

aged six 

H you're not eating 
CASERTNs you're 
not eating pizza! 

51·00 OFF · ;J~ -
. "'· 

A Rhode Island Tradit ion tor over 50 years 
Parking available 

TAKE OUT 272-3618 or 621-3618 or 621-9190 
JV 

wwwjvhri.org 

bagels into a plastic bag and began 
distributing them to local New 
Haven retailer;. 

In 1956, Harry's son, Murray, 
purchased a freezer and discovered 
that bagels could be frozen and 
thawed without losing their flavor. 
A method for the mass distribution 
of bagels was born. Soon Lender's 
bagels were available in supermar
kets across A merica. 

BAGEL POPULARITY 

CONTINUES TO SPIIEAD 

If variety truly is the spice of 
American life, then the bagel is one 
food that fulfills this craving for 
choices. The possibility of frozen 
bagels in 1962, along with automa
tion, made a variety of new bagel 
flavors possible - including onion, 

cinnamon raisin and garlic, to name 
a few. And some adore, while others 
abhor, the green bagel that Lender's 
Bagels created in 1963 for St. Pat
rick's Day. 

Recognizing today's focus on 
healthier eating, bagel makers are 
offering new options such as spin
ach, blueberry and whole wheat 
bagels. And, bagels are no longer 
just for breakfast. Bagelwiches 
(sandwiches built on a bagel), bagel 
pizzas and bagelettes (mini bagels 
as a snack food) are now supermar
ket and restaurant staples. 

Nancy Abeshaus, a freelance 
writer in South Kingstown, switchet/ 
her bagel obsession from poppy seed 
to pumpernickel. Contact her at 
nabeshaus@cox.net. 

Can you top this? 
Some secrets to the bagels success 

BY N ANCY ABESHAUS 

Special to 7he Voice & Herald 

0 DOESN'T 
member their 
rst bagel, perhaps 

toasted with butter and jelly, 
or topped with the traditional 
spread of cream cheese and lox? 
This latter topping was strongly 
nudged along by Joseph Kraft's 
advertising campaign for 
Philadelphia Cream Cheese in 
the 1960s. 

Anyway you slice it, the bagel 
endures. One caveat: Consider 
pre-slicing bagels before stor
ing them in the freezer. Many 
emergency room visits can be 
avoided if this precaution is 
heeded. Lender's learned this 
lesson early, and pre-sliced all 
their bagels before freezing and 
delivering them to their retail 
customers. 

For today's nutrition-con
scious consumer, a bagel not 
only satisfies the taste buds, it's 
a healthy food choice. A bagel 
is made of five simple ingre
dients: high-gluten flour, salt, 
water, yeast and malt. It con
tains no trans-fats or choles
terol; no preservatives, is very 
low in saturated fat, is high in 

selenium and thiamin and con
tains fiber. Depending on its 
size, it's waistline friendly, too. 

For example, one large plain 
bagel (123 grams) is 354 calo
ries (calories from fat: 19). An 
important dietary note: Bagels 
do contain sodium. Keeping 
with this example, one large 
plain bagel (123 g) contains 590 
mg of sodium. 

Feeling adventurous? Bagels 
made in Montreal use eggs and 
sugar - and no salt; perhaps it's 
worth the trip. 

They're budget friehdly, too, 
as bagels locally retail for about 
SlO per dozen. If you're feeling 
extravagant, you might want 
to check out some different 
options: A few years ago, New 
York's Westin Hotel in Times 
Square put a $1,000 bagel on 
its menu for a short time. It 
was topped with white truffies 
and gold leaf jelly. With a price 
tag that steep, the price of lox 
doesn't seem so lavish. 

Nancy Abeshaus is a freelance · 
writer in South Kingstown. Con
tact her at nabeshaus@cox.net. 

BELWING TURK.EV FA~ 

A Thanksgiving Traciltion Since 1 944 

Order Your Fresh 
BELWING 
Turkey Today! 

508 -336 -9142 

G if"l Orders a Speci a lty 

773 Taunton Avenue Route 44, Seekonk, MA 
----------- -- ------- - ----------
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Lessons in food and family 
Shared meals, 

shared memories 
Bv S ARA MASRI 

Special to The Voice & H erald 

IHAVE ALWAYS enjoyed 
cooking. I read cookbooks 
in the same way some people 
would read novels. Even on 

nights when I am making chicken 
nuggets and macaroni and cheese 
for what seems like the thousandth 
night in a row, I am so happy to 
be sitting down to dinner with my 
family. M y love of a fa mily meal 
comes from three people - my 
grandmothers and my mom. 

My G randmother Anita, now 
90, has always been a terrific cook. 
I have many fond food memories 
of her. Widowed at a you ng age, 
she was used to cooking for one, 
yet loved having and cooking for 
company. As a child I stayed at her 
house at least once a week. I can 
recall sitting down to simple di n
ners such as chicken or hamburg
ers and a couple of vegetables. She 
taught me that you do not need a 
lot of ingredients or a lot of time 
to put a meal together and that the 
fun was in the company. 

, She was often in charge of the 
holiday meals, and I still long for 
that sweet potato pie with the 
little marshmallows on top that 
she made for Thanksgiving. She 
recently gave me all of her holi
day dishes and I can't wait to serve 
some of my meals on them. My 
main food memory, and it may 

I seem like an odd one, is of graham 
crackers. No meal was co,mplete 
without dessert and my dessert of 
choice at her house was graham 
crackers. She let me dip them in 
her coffee - something that made 
me feel so grown-up. As we ate, 
we discussed my day. As I got older 

and our topics switched to politics, 
marriage and children, the dessert 
didn't vary - it was always graham 
crackers. 

Born in Latvia, my G rand
~ other Frieda was a H olocaust 
survivor. Until I was 3 (when we 
moved out to Long Island), I spent 
at least one or two days a week at 
her house while my parents were at 
work. After we moved, I went there 
at least once or twice a month . She 
was also a firm believer in feeding 
us all well, though her cooking 
could be a little more exotic than 
that of my G randmother Anita. I 
remember that she made the best 
spaghetti and meatballs; if my par-

LARRY LEVINE'S 
KOSHER MEATS & DELI 

You asked for it 
So we are doing it! 

• By popular demand, we are delivering 
to Providence, Cranston & surrounding areas. 

•We have available the finest Kosher 
fresh mea ts and poultry. 

• Our own fresh cooked foods from 
Tevya's ki tchen and a complete 

line of delica tessen and smoked fi sh, 
groceries and frozen foods. 

Also, inquire about Catering by Tevya, 
full service catering for all of your party needs. 

Try us. You'll like us! 
474 Lowl' ll St rl'l'I (Lmv m a rt Shoppi ng Ctr.) i'l'abod\' 
R,·,1d1 '" to ll fr,,,, ,i t l/;H-'i.1~-6449 (FAX lJ7H-,1S-hH l h) 
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SARA MASRI with her son, Noah 

ents arrived to pick me up early, she 
had to send some home with me. 
H er house was the first place where 
I tried things like potato pancakes, 
kielbasa and schnitzel - recipes I 
am sure her mother passed along 
to her. 

M y most constant food memory 
is a simple breakfast . She set up a 
table in front of the TV and I ate 
my toast, with the crusts cut off, 

wwwjvhri.org 

/Aaron M asri 

with cream cheese, and I would 
watch "Sesame Street." 

To this day, when I see my own 
daughter eating breakfast in front 
of the TV, something I swore I 
would never allow, it brings back a 
flood of memories. 

From my mom, I learned a 
whole different set of skills. M y 
mother worked full-time, as I do 
now. She believed in the impor-

tance of our family eating together, 
but thanks to her I learned there 
was no shame in take-out. Chinese 
food was our regular Sunday night 
dinner when I was growing up and 
it's still something I look forward 
to when I go home for a visit. We 
always made m~tzah brei together 
at Passover and we still have it at 
least once or twice during the holi
days. Thanks to my mom, I learned 
that the important thing is not 
what you are eating, but the people 
eating the meal with you. 

I write this article with a lot 
of senti mentality. My Grand
mother Anita recently moved to 
an assisted-living faci lity and, as 
she would say, her cooking days are 
over. We can still have our cook
ies and coffee, just in a new venue. 
My Grandma Frieda has devel
oped dementia and she is also at 
an assisted-living facility. I miss 
her calli ng me to ask what I was 
making the kids for dinner. 

It makes me sad to thi nk that my 
children will not get to enjoy her 
cooki ng. As for my mom, we still 
happily make reservations together 
and she is always commenting that 
my love of cooking clearly skipped 
a generation. H owever, my love of 
the family meal is something that 
is many generations strong and 
will, I hope, continue for years to 
come. 

Sara Masri is the director of major 
and p lanned gifts for M eeting Street. 
She and her family live in P rovidence. 
Contact her at smasril @cox. net. 

T his T hanksgivi ng, make o ne of our 

exceptional. cert ified kosher tllrkeys 

your centerpi ece and feel good knowing 

you are carvi ng the best. A ll of our birds 

are ra ised on a vegetarian d iet with no 

antibiotics o r added ho rmones~ given 

lots of room to roam, and processed with 

no added solutions or injections. 

• Federal regulations prohibit th€ useof honno11es i11 ra1l·i11g turkey. 

OTHER TURKEY 

OFFERINGS 

Whole Foods Market 
Free Range .... .... ... ... .... ... .. $1.99 lb 

O rganic Free Range ....... .. . S3 .99 lb 
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Investing in the Library rather than a bank can yiekl 
better benefits for you while also allowing you 

to enrich d,e lives of od,ers for generations. 

/ To learn more about a charitable annuity, 
call 401.455.8003 or ,~sit www.provlib.org. 

• We exercise our pups daily and socialize our pups 
with other puppies and customers. 

• All our puppies come from professional breeders who 
raise healthy adult dogs and puppies. 

• We offer a health warrantee with all our pets & 
complementary grooming with the purchase of a pup 
and discounted grooming thereafter. 

289 Cowessett Avenue Suite 8 Cowessett Plaza 
821-1288 or www.adogstalcboutiquc.com 

JntAnnual Who's Your Hero 
SURVIVOR FASHION SHOW 

Featuring Harley Davidson 
Clothing & Formal Wear 
By The Gloria Gemma 
Dresses That Cure Boutique 

Cocktails & Food Stations 
Pop-Up Boutiques 
Tickets: $40 at 
GloriaGemma.org 

Mon~ 

WORLD 

SENATOR JACK REED poses with Seth Kum and Barbara Harris at the 
World Affairs Council of Rhode Island dinner. 

/ Na ncy kirsch 

DAUNTING challenges face us, other democracies 
From Page 1 

DEVELOPMENTS IN AFGHANISTAN 

In 2009, Reed said, President 
Obama faced a deteriorating situ
ation in Afghanistan, with U.S. 
resources being deployed to Iraq, 
and the Taliban seizing the initia
tive and growing more potent, espe
cially in southern Afghanistan. 

Challenging the efficacy of some 
decisions made by former President 
George W. Bush (such as failing 
to follow through on his commit
ment for more forces in 2008), Reed 
identified three key actions that 
Obama has implemented: Increas
ing forces in Afghanistan, train
ing the Afghan army and national 
police to take over from U.S. forces 
and transitioning U.S. troops out of 
the country by July 2011. 

Selecting General David Petraeus 
to replace then-General Stanley 
McChrystal in Afghanistan, after 
the latter was quoted in Rolling 
Stone as criticizing Vice President 
Joe Biden and other Obama admin
istration officials, was a good choice, 

said Reed. "It was a serendipitous 
moment," he said. "[Obama] had 
the luxury of evaluating someone 
else's plan." 

In Afghanistan, we've tactically 
stopped the momentum of the T al
iban, Reed said, expressing con
fidence that Obama won't waiver 
in his commitment to commence 
withdrawing our troops by July 
2011. Afghanistan's tribal culture, 
makes things more difficult and 
we've wasted time there, Reed said, 
though we continue to try to pro
tect the good people and keep them 
apart from the bad, and engage vil
lage by village. 

STALEMATE IN PAJUSTAN? 

Reed, who travels to Pakistan 
frequently, including a trip in AprU 
2009, said that the Pakistani troops 
are now based in tribal areas - a 
perceived improvement - but for the 
fact that those troops aren't doing 
much. The Pakistanis blame the 
Indians and the Indians blame the 
Pakistanis, said Reed who expressed 

hope that Obama's visit to India will 
bear fruit. 

Given the Pakistani and Afghan
istan governments inability to pro
vide their respective populace with 
basic needs - education, housing, 
roads, etc. - people will continue 
to be swayed by tribal leaders, 
religious leaders and others, said 
Reed, "though our country's long 
term objective is clear: Continue to 
destroy terrorist networks." 

A NUCLEAR IRAN 
Even as our troop numbers 

decline (now fewer than 50,000) 
in Iraq, instability still exists in the 
country. If there is good news there, 
it's that the forces holding the nation 
together are stronger than those 
that are disruptive. And, efforts 
to dissuade Iran from acquiring 
nuclear weapons continue, though 
the country seems committed to 
moving ahead. Sanctions haven't 
been successful and, as Reed says, 
"Iran is a hard place to penetrate. 
It's a [true] test of wills." 

NEW, Page 27 

For Jewish Book Month and just in time for Chanukah ... 

BOOK FAIR 
Sunday, November 21, 10 am-3 pm 

100 Ames Street Sharon, MA 
featuring Scholastic Books and Jewish books 

for children of all ages and adults, too 

STR.\AR. 
HEBREW ACADEMY 

South-area Boston's only 
Modern Orthodox day school 
for Toddlers through Grade 6 

Celebrating 2 5 years of day school education in Sharon 

www.striarhebrew.org 
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NEW political realities present challenges 
World Affairs Council: A well-guarded secret 

From Page 26 

As for Israel and the Palestin
ian Authority (PA), if birthrates in 
Israel continue as they have, Israel 
will soon be a minority Jewish state 
- a prospect that Reed finds alarm
ing. Q\lestioning whether the PA 
has the capacity to enforce any peace 
agreements, he expressed gratitude 
that George Mitchell is leading the 
peace effort in the region. 

Global terrorism is growing 
much more diffuse; it's not just al
~ida and Bin Laden any longer. 
"We must transition from military 
options to law enforcement and 
cooperating with intelligence," said 
Reed. 

In a brief exchange before his 
public comments, this reporter 
asked what Reed would do if 
Obama asked him to serve as Sec
retary of Defense; could he, a West 
Point graduate, actually refuse the 
Commander-in-Chief? 

Though he insisted that such an 
invitation would not be forthcom
ing, Reed smiled and said that he'd 
tell Obama that he wishes to serve 
the best interests of his country 
- and he could best do that in the 
Senate. 

CLOSER TO HOME, ELECTIONS 

"Elections have consequences," 
quipped Reed, as he summa
rized how a Gore administration's 
approach to energy policies, the 
economy, etc., might have differed 
from that which Bush implemented. 

In this midterm election, fears 
about the economy were para-

/Nancy Kinch 
SENATOR JACK REED with Merle Goldstein 

mount, with voters realizing that, 
for the first time in our history, our 
children's lives won't be as bounti
ful and socio-economically suc
cessful as ours have been. In part, 
said Reed, that's a consequence of 
globalization, with the U.S. now in 
12th place in the world for college 
graduates, and declining, as China 
is ascending, in research and devel
opment initiatives. 

Not surprisingly, the Democratic 
Reed asserted that neither gridlock 
nqr Republican success at turning 
back government initiatives - an 
already stated goal of many GOP 
leaders - would help the U.S. move 
forward . Given our country's eco-

nomic situation, people now real
ize that our nation's social fabric 
will become an important factor in 
shaping our future foreign policy. 
Noting that the Dow Jones has 
moved from 7,000 to about 11,000 
in only a few years, Reed said, "The 
more certainty we can provide to the 
economy, the better it'll perform." 
We need to get traction on jobs, and 
the GDP is gro~ing, but slowly. 

This reporter asked Reed, before 
he departed, "Do you see any bright 
spots on the horizon?" 

Our nation's ingenuity and capac
ity for growth .is undiminished, he 
said. 

BY NANCY KIRSCH 

nkirsch@JFRl.org 

PROVIDENCE - "The World 
Affairs Council ("the Council"} 
of Rhode Island," said Providence 
resident Barry Fain, "is Provi
dence's best kept secret." Fain, a 
Council board member, spoke 
enthusiastically of the wide array 
of speakers - politicians, diplo
mats, journalists, environmental 
experts, historians and academi
cians - who speak to the Council's 
members and their guests. 

For 77 years, the Council, a 
nonprofit, nonpartisan organiza
tion, has "brought the world to 
Providence through our monthly 
dinner speakers and Great Deci
sion series," said Greg Chafee, 
Council president, in a phone 
interview on Nov. 9. 

The Council is one of the oldest 
members of the Washington, 
D.C.-based World Affairs Coun
cil of Americas ("WAC"), which 
has 87 councils and 10 affiliated 
organizations. Council member
ship allows participants to par
ticipate in programs offered by the 
WAC, including missions to such 
places as China and India, said 
Chafee. 

"'We don't want it to be a secret 
any longer," he said, as the Council 
offers members wonderful oppor
tunities to engage in meaningful 
discussions and engage with others 
who truly want to learn more 
about international issues (espe-

One Rhodes Place• Cranston, Rhode Island 02905 • 401-467-7102 Sales & Information 
401 -383-9413 Fax• imperialrm@rishriners.necoxmail.com 

wwwjvhri.org 

cially during the Great Decision 
series, the facilitated discussions 
held before the formal presenta
tions), and attend presentations by 
experts in the field. 

Why such a secret? Chafee 
explained that the Council has, in 
the past, looked only to its existing 
membership to grow the group, 
but more recently, it's been work
ing to increase its membership 
through such social media outlets 
as Facebook and Twitter. And, he 
said , college students have partici
pated, including some from Brown 
and Johnson & Wales universities. 

To date, the Hope Club, on 6 
Benevolent Street in Providence, 
has hosted the Council dinners 
(membership in the Hope Club 
is not required to participate in 
Council events}, though Chafee 
anticipates holding some future 
events at other locales. 

Annual membership faes: fall
time student, 125; individual, 160; 
family (2 adults and children younger 
than 18), 190. There is an additional 
dinner fae of 135 per member or 140 
for a non-member. 

For more information about mem
bership in the World Affairs Council 
of Rhode Island, visit www.wacri. 
org or cal/Yvonne Schilling, executive 
director, at 228-8657. 

For more information about the 
national WAC, visit www.worldaf
fairscouncils.org 
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George S. Burman, Architect 
NCARB, AIA RI, MA 

66 Highland Road 
Bristol, Rhode Island 02809 
Tel 401 .245.9195 
www.burmanarchitects.com 
burmanarchitects@fullchannel.net 

BAR/BAR MITZVAHIWEDDINGS 

Take the Oy Vey Out of 
Planning Your Big Day 

. Capture your Simcho 
in a professional DVD from 

R.I. Video Pro 

ANTIQUES BUSINESS BROKERS 

ANTIQUE 
ACQUISITIONS 

STU ALTMAN 
401-331-SOLD (7653) 

ESTATE ANTIQUES WANTED 
BUYING: 

ADVERSTISING, BOOKS, CLOCKS, 
FOUNTAIN PENS, GLASS, LAMPS, LIGHTERS, 

MILITARY, PAINTINGS, PAPl;:R, PHOTOS, POTTERY, 
RADIOS, SILVER, SPORTS, TOYS, WATCHES, ETC. 

BARIBAR MITZVAHIWEDDINGS 

),t Vested Business Brokers 
THE BUY-SELL PROFESSIONALS 

DAVID CO HEN - New England Managing Director 

CONFIDENTIAL - NO FEE UNLESS SUCCESSFUL 
CALL TODAY FOR A FREE VALUATION 

www, vestedbb. com 
phone: 508-863-9768 

COINS 

dcohen@vestedbb.com 
fax: 401-293-0029 

W HISPERING WE BUY COINS & JEWELRY 
PINES 

CONFERENCE 
CENTER 

University of Rhode Island 
W. Alton Jones Campus 

West Greenwich, RI 

(401) 397-3361 ext. 6056 
www.uri.edu/ajc/wpines 

The natural beauty of Whispering Pines provides an intimate 
setting for a ceremony and reception for as many as 180 

(huppah Rental 
Local delivery 

and set-up 

Ready to Decorate 
rentachuppah@gmail.com 

401-728-3528 

• GOLO COINS WE BUY &SELL RARE COINS, r------,1 

: ~:!~i~s BULLION & GOLD JEWELRY 
• STAMPS 
•GOLDJEWELRY&WATCHES BEST , h • ANTIQUES, STERLING SILVER • 

NOW AVAILABLE 
Eagle Silver Dollai,, 
Gold(oin,& Estate 
Jewelry and Silver, 
ProofSets,Coin & 
Stamp Albums i~ : ~~1: i i~AR~~GN PRICES 

• PCGS-NGC authorized 

PODW COIN IXCHANGl INR 
Servingbanks, anorneys, e5tates 
and the public for over 40 years. 

769 Hope St., Providence 
SAME LOCATION SINCE 1969 • LC 8041 401-861-7640 

COMPUTER REPAIR & SERVICE 

~~;o!~-~~t:1~i:~~~~;E 
Network Video Surveillance 

Virus/Spyware Removal 
Macintosh Repair 

On-Site Service• Remote Support 

Call Eric Shorr 331-0196 
Toll Free 800-782-3988 

SONICWA I~ ~ 
110 Jetrerson Blvd., Suite C • Wa,wlck, RI• www.pctrouble.com 

1Q Larry B . Parness 
M8A 

T hinking outside the box 

Full service accounting firm providing 
business individual 

consulting 
Tax Preparat ion 

401-454-0900 • parnessl@1x netcom com 
128 Dorrance St • Suite 520 • Providence, RI 02903 

You've known me for your taxes 
Now see me for the rest of your financial story 

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

The Largest Bath 
Showroom in Rhode Island 

Style at V Discounted Prices® 

Fall River, MA 
1-S0S..675-7433 

Plainville, MA 
1-508-843-1300 

I FREEWAY DRIVE 
CRANSTON, RI 
401 -467-0200 
800-838-1 119 
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GUIDE BEFORE GOOGLE! Voice & Herald CLASSIFIEDS 

The 2010 Guide to Jewish living is 
your go-to source for everything 
Jewish. Use it, rather than Google, 
when you need "anything Jewish." 

CERTIFIED NURSING ASSISTANT 
CNA with experience with the elderly, looking for private duty 
job, pvernight if necessary. Cook, clean, personal care, doctor 
appointments, errands. 

Excellent references. Call Jean @ 626-2870. 

TEMPORARY HOUSING NEEDED 

Advertisers: Our. readers count! Mechanical engineering student (3rd year) from RIT in need of 
housing for 6 months while working an internship at Hasbro. 
Internship begins Nov. 29. Please contact Rachel Levine at rlev89@ 
gmail.com. 
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HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Fully Insured 
Li ce nsed #8269 

Working in th e 
Jewi sh Community 

Since 1990 

HORACIO PIRES 
PAINTING 

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR 
FREE ESTIMATES 

For A Better Job Call 
H. PIRES 

(401 ) 438-1072 
Phone and Fax Number 

Quality Makes the Difference 

Interior • Exterior 
{}[fd[~] Estimates within 

· 24 Houri, 

Paul Abreu 
401-252-9577 ~•Excellent References 

.. , ................................... -~ ... f~!~ (~\t191/1 ;;-; !\~! .2?~ .. 

• Licensed & Insured 

MEDICAL 

ORTHOPEDIC GROUP, INC. 

WWW.OGI-DOCS.COM 

Toll free 800-725-3037 
588 Pawtucket Avenue, PawcuckeL RI 02860 

(40 1) lll-2400 • FAX: (40 1) 728-3920 

16 Hillside Ave nue, Attleboro, HA 02703 
(508) lll-4450 • FAX: (508) 226-6465 

6 Blackstone Valley Place. Suite 530, Lincoln. RI 02865 
(401) JJ4-J700 • FAX:(401) JJ4-J414 

OPTICAL SHOP 

Spino's Eyeglass Gallery 
LUCIEN M. SPINO, Registered Optician 

145 Wayland Avenue 
Providence, RI 02906 

Phone: 831-7353 

Hours: Mon - Fri: 9-6, Sat: 9-2 
Email: Spinos.eyeglass.gallery@gmail.com 

Prescriptions filled .. Designer eyewear ... Sunglaues 

Established in 1979 
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PLUMBING & HEATING 

R,K& Son 
Plumbing & Heating, LLC 

PLUMBING REPAIRS • WATER HEATERS • SUMP PUMPS 

SEWER DRAIN (LEANING 

SPRINKLER SYSTEMS: Installed· Serviced· Repaired 
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SALON SERVICES 

First time customers : 
Receive a 20% discount 1 

with this ad. 

Not to be combined with other promotions 

888 Smith Street, Providence - 401-331-4888 . . 
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SERVICES FOR SENIORS 
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RENT-A-MENSCH 
5p«lall1lng In Service for Seniors 
to keep you safe and secure in your home. 

•Property Maintenance and Management 
•5efety tnspe_ct1ons and Upgrades to 
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and safety 
• Improve security 
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SCIENCE AND SOCIETY 

Two successive generations are centuries apart 
Student activism, 
once unheard of, 

comes of age 

IMAGINE AN elementary 
school classroom in the 
crowded inner reaches of 
New York City. The season is 

autumn, the year is 1930 and the 
nation struggles in the depths of 

Stanley 
Aronson, M.O. 

a profound eco
nomic depres
sion. 

The teacher 
addresses her 
class of 8-year
old students, 
almost all of 
whom are 
Jewish, and asks 
them to write 
down the voca

tions or professions of their fathers 
(in those distant days, mothers 
rarely worked beyond the kitchen); 
and then to declare, in writing, 
what professions each child would 

like to enter upon reaching matu
rity. 

In asking such a pair of seem
ingly innocent questions, the 
teacher had exposed much or the 
unresolved hurt in her students. 
And in her zeal to be a socially 
sensitive guide to her students, her 
first question, unknowingly inva
sive, had touched upon a subject 
that few of the students wished to 
explore in public. 

In 1930, many of their fathers 
were bitter, discouraged and 
unemployed. And even those 
employed fathers were in a pre
carious economic status, so the 
answers were at best fabrications. 
A father employed to sweep the 
floors of a cluster of neighboring 
stores was somehow promoted to 
the status of a manager. A father 
selling apples on the street was 
imaginatively elevated to the own
ership of a fruit and vegetable 
store. And those few fathers who, 
in despair, had deserted their fam
ilies seeking work in other states, 
were assigned by their children to 

> Lower heating oil prices to fit your lifestyle and budget 
> Convenient automatic delivery 
> Service plan option available 
Call today to find out about our special offers! 

D:BLOIS 
OIL COMPANY 

401.351.HEAT{ 4328) 
•Additional terms & conditions may appty. Uc.No. RI POL #53. 02010 Deblois. 2_10160 

NEW BEDFORD 

Wound care • 
IV therapy and hydration • 

Medical services Rehabilitative services • 
• Pain management Restorative therapy • C AKosher ]ewishfacility ~ 

w Bedford Jewish Convalescent Home 
0 1/awtharn Street, New Bedford, MA 02740 

508.997.9314 • Fax: 508-996-3664 

exotic overseas jobs. The children, 
of course, knew the demographic 
realities of their classmates, as they 
lived in the same tenements and 
within a territory no greater than 
a handful of city blocks. 

The cumulative answers to 
the first question were therefore 
worthless - except perhaps as a 
reflection of each child's wish
ful thinking. Could the students 
object to the teacher's first ques
tion? Could the parents even 
object? At that time, teachers had 
nearly absolute magisterial author
ity. Mere questioning was a sure 
sign of rebellion; and any action 
beyond timid, respectful queries 
was evidence of anarchic upbring
ing (in that decade a sin worse than 
communism or religious heresy). 

The second question, however, 
provided data worth consider
ing. If not a reflection of the grim 
realities of the time, the written 
answers at least hinted at those job 
categories that provided a mea
sure of economic safety as well as 
jobs that were within the visible 
reach of the young students. And 
thus a substantial number of stu
dents indicated that they wished 

to become policemen, firemen or 
teachers when they grew up - all 
civil service jobs with a greater 
measure of employment security. 

"ln asking 
questions, the 

teacher had exposed 
unresolved hurt in 

her students." 

The first question, the answers 
to which were of no value other 
than as a reflection of the inven
tiveness of the children, prompts 
further thoughts. For those of us -
as parents, as students, as faculry
living during the 1960s and 1970s, 
the evolution of student rebellion 
from passive questioning to the 
physical takeover of institutional 
property was a social phenomenon 
not to be ignored. The nation was 
changing and evolving into a more 
participatory democracy, at least 
in the Pacific and Northeastern 
states. Middle America, however, 

still looked upon student rebellion 
as acts of sheer treason. 

The deaths of four Kent State 
College students in May of 1970 
represented an unhappy conflict 
reflecting a growing activism 
amongst students and a compel
ling need by representatives of an 
older generation to suppress this 
emerging anarchy. 

Two memories, at best flawed: 
One, in 1930, of intimidated stu
dents (and parents) in the face 
of invasive questioning from a 
teacher-authority, reacting by 
silence or by inventive concocting 
of answers to hide their shame; 
and, in the 1960s, much older stu
dents, in anger, transforming their 
political views into acts of overt 
rebellion. The urban children of 
the 1930s were graying adults by 
the 1970s. But their children were 
now a more liberated generation 
who sought political change by 
whatever means and looked back 
upon their parents' timidity with 
distrust and shame. 

Stanley M. Aronson, MD, is the 
dean of medicine emeritus at Brown 
University. Contact him at smamd@ 
cox. net. 

Cranston Senior Guild holds Hanukkah celebration 
CRANSTON - The Cranston 
Senior Guild will hold its annual 
Hanukkah luncheon on W ednes
day, Dec. 1 at noon at the W est 
Valley Inn in Warwick. 

The price is $19 per paid up 
member, and the meal offers a 
choice of chicken or fish. Enter-

tainment and a raffle will follow 
the luncheon. 

1he deadline for reservations is 
Nav. 17. Send your reservations and 
check ta Jl4al R oss, 115 Marbury 
Ave., Pawtucket, RI 02860. For 
mare information, call Mal Ross at 
723- 8580 . . 

Join Us In 
Welcoming 
Shai Bazak 
The New 

Consul General of 
Israel to 

New England 

_wwwj"'.hri.org 

Monday, December 6th 
7p.m. 

Jewish Community Center 
401 Elmgrove Avenue 
Providence, RI 02906 
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As WE GROW OLDER 
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Aging increases 
narcissism, for some 

W EN I WAS 
rowing up in 
hicago, all my 
iends and rela

tives lived in apartment build
ings. Regardless of social status 
or wealth, rented housing was 

------~ the norm. When 
I moved to the 
world metropolis 
of Providence, 
I learned that, 
w hil e apart
ments (known 

• as tenements in 
Terna Rhode Island) 
Gouse were socia lly 

acceptable, most 
families aspired to be single
family homeowners. 

Fast forward a decade; by 
that time, my family and most 
people I associated with had suc
ceeded in acquiring single family 
homes and were more preoccu
pied with lawns and possible tax 
increases than with pos
sible rent increases. And then 
when another three or four 
decades pass, attitudes change 
again. The no-longer-used bed
rooms (with kids fully grown 
and ideally, moved out) become 
unnecessary and maintain- · 
ing space that has no purpose 
becomes a motivation for yet 
another change. 

Suddenly, once scorned apart
menJs now look highly desirable. 
In rental units, the non-func
tioning dishwasher is the respon
sibility of the landlord. Even 
over-priced condominiums seem 
attractive. Although they are 
costly and have monthly main
tenance costs, too, the freedom 
from handling household prob
lems is worth the rent. 

Our perspectives on residences 
fluctuate with the changes that 
occur at different stages of our 
lives. 

And that does not apply 
only to attitudes about hous
ing. My family was never with
out an automobile, even though 

324 Main SL 
W•ktfi!ld, RI 

(401)783-1032 

Ever-changing values and attitudes 
public transportation was highly 
regarded. 

We had a car because my father 
needed one; he was a family phy
sician who made house calls. But 
he never felt his children were 
deprived because they lacked 
access to the family limo. In 
fact, he never taught any of us 
to drive. M y brother learned to 
drive courtesy of Uncle Sam. My 
sister was taught to drive by her 
husband. I, too, 

and Medicare- have relieved the 
burden of minimum mainte
nance and medical care for the 
elderly. But there are beginnings 
of murmurs that these should not 
be entitlements. I do not worry 
that they will 

my father's office in the 1930s, 
as they left they would pay him, 
if they had the S3 fee. Today, 
you do not even see the doc
tor's nurse (Dad never employed 
a nurse) until you have either 

in the medical needs of poor 
children and their families. Do 
advancing years justify decreas
ing moral values? 

What I have discovered is that 

be abolished 'l;i..._.'""'".._.."""....,...._-.,...===-.... .a....-""'-'""-= ...... ---. 
(or even mod
erately limited} 
because that 
would · spell 

learned to oper
ate a car under 
my husband's 
instruction. 

Our sons got 
cars when they 
were able to pay 
for them. Of the 
three g rand
children, two 
got their wheels 

"Suddenly, 
once scorned 
apartments 

now look highly 
desirable." 

aging {which is not always a joy) 
increases one's narcis
sism. Some seniors who 
were sensitive to the 
less fortunate develop a 
feeling of "I have paid 
my dues and now it's 
my turn." And there 
is ~ome merit to those 
feelings . But no one 
fs asking any elderly 
person to sacrifice his 
necessities. It would be 
nice, however, if they 
supported the real needs 
of younger generations. 

I will step down from 
my pulpit. (I did not 
start out to deliver a 
sermon}. while in college. 

The third girl is not deprived; 
she goes to college in a metropo
lis where an automobile is more 
trouble than convenience. Times 
do change. 

In the 1930s, when the 
Depression impacted almost 
every household, most Jewish 
homes retained their commit
ment to tzedakah. No matter how 
meager one's assets, members of 
Jewish households realized that 
there were others whose needs 
were greater. My mother-in-law 
waited each Friday afternoo_n for 
a bearded man to knock on her 
door, begging for money. She 
handed him what coins she had 
and felt this made her ready for 
Shabbat. Her children absorbed 
her commitment to the needy, 
to worthy causes, and, of course. 
to Israel. Though most of us 
modeled well, I am not sure we 
passed on our tradition. Even my 
elderly generation still answers 
the n·eeds of others. 

Through the years, we have 
had the n·otion that the needs of 
others are important to recog
nize, but I have seen too much 
of life to be naive. I believe we 
have an entitlement to be cared 
for, as we grow less able to care 
for ourselves. Social Security 

53GardtnQty(tr. 
Cranston,Rl 

(401)6Jl-08TT 

political disas-
ter for our elected officials. 

But a new noise has arisen 
about the national health care 
plan that was approved this 
year. When patients came to 

proven health insurance cover
age or pre-paid the doctor's fee. 

But I am realistic and know 
that times have changed. What I 
cannot accept is a changing value 
system that takes less interest 

13ecaUJe ... 
10 million baby boomers will develop 
Alzheimer's in their lifetime. 

10 years to helping those with Alzheimer's 
and d1eir families enjoy better relationships and 
an enhanced quality of li fe. 

Terna Gouse is a retired social 
worker. Contact her at nbgtpg@ 
cox.net. 

10 years to serving the Providence Community and to 
ensuring those residents challenged by Alzheimer's and other 
memory impairments lead fu lfilling and meaningful lives in beautiful, 
d10ughtfully designed neighborhoods. 

BRIDGES®. 
Multi-level Memory Care by EPOCH Senior Living. 

In Your Neighborhood 10 Years & Counting. 

~ 
1£JPO<CH® 

0£ Providence 
Assisted Living on the East Side 

One Butler Avenue • Providence, RI 

401-275-0682 

Senior Living on Blackstone Boulevard 
353 Blackstone Boulevard • Providence, RI 

401-273-6565 
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REMEMBER THE p AST 
From the Archives of the RI Jewish Historical Association 

Fun and help for servicemen and women 
Did you know? The 

national USO is 
alive and well 

BY ANNE SHERMAN IN THE 1940S, the initials 
USO were very familiar to 
everyone. Although they 
might not have known the 

actual name of the organization 
behind the initials, everyone knew 
what the initials represented: A 
network of recreational activities 
and help centers for the members 
of the United States' armed forces 
and their families. 

On Feb. 4, 1941, at the 
invitation of President Franklin 
Roosevelt, six private . agencies 
came together to found the 
United Service Organization, 
the USO. One of those agencies 
was the national Jewish Welfare 
Board. 

The USO opened a center in 
Providence at 143 Washing-

ton Street in 1943. The Jewish 
branch, funded by the Jewish 
Welfare Board, known as JWB
USO, sponsored a daily program 
of activities, mainly at the Jewish 
Community Center QCC). 

Helene Bernhardt was 
appointed chairwoman of the 
Junior Hostesses (young unmar
ried women) for the Army and 
Navy Committee of the JWB
USO. She organized special 
events, worked with the chaplains' 
offices to invite the service people 
and also arranged transportation 
to dances and other occasions. 
Her correspondence with the 
chaplains and bills from Short 
Line Bus Company were donated 
to the RI Jewish Historical Asso
ciation (RIJHA) archives. 

The JCC, then located at 65 
Benefit Street in Providence, 
was a home away from home 
for Jewish servicemen stationed 
nearby. Weekly Saturday night 
dances were held in the JWB
USO's canteen and recreation 

room. A small dormitory offered 
overnight accommodations 
(reserved in advance) on Satur
day nights. A newsletter, "Mail 
Call" informed servicemen of 
events at the JCC each week. In 
addition to the dances, events 
included music, entertainment, 
recreational games, programs at 
congregations, buffet dinners and 
home hospitality. Also mentioned 
was Council House, which offered 
lodgings for servicewomen and 
families of servicemen. 

According to a publication of 
the National Council of Jewish 
W omen, Rhode Island Section 
("Council") in 2006, A Goodly 
Heritage, 100 Years of Volunteer
ism, Advocacy, and Philanthropy, 
" .. .local Council members con
tributed to the war effort by sup
porting Council H ouse, a refuge 
for women visiting servicemen 
stationed in Newport and Olion
set ... Council member Ruth Mar
koff volunteered... several times 
a week at USO. She noticed that 

Rhode Islanders are famous for saying .... 

"I KNOW 
A GUY. 

John Cardullo earned himself a $25 gift card to Pizzico, when he referred a new 
advertising customer to us. 

Call Tricia Stearly, at 421-4111 , ext. 160 or e-mail tstearly@JFRl.org to get 
in on the deal. You find us a business person who would love business from our 
community, and if he or she advertises with us, you get the prize! 

"'jEW{SIJ VOICE _& jlERALD 

wwwjvhri.org 
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/ R.I. JeWish Historical Association 

WHILE OTHER COUPLES chat and flirt, one serviceman and his date 
dance at a Saturday night party at the Jewish Community Center 
(JCC). The JCC, then on Benefit Street, regularly hosted Saturday 

evening dances for servicemen during World War II. 

young women with children from 
places outside of Rhode Island 
would frequently show up at the 
USO Center to ask for help. They 
had come to spend a few days 
with their servicemen husbands 
before they were sent overseas ... 
the women were stranded with 
no money and no place to stay ... 
Markoff set out to find a place 
for these women to stay. At her 
request, Mr. Leo Logan agreed . 
to lend Council the building at 
183 Angell Street, for use as a 
dormitory. Ema Maker, a widow 
and sister-in-law of Mrs. Logan, 
was named overseer and Council 
women came in to cook, provide 
social services, referrals, clothes 
and other necessities... Coun
cil House hosted 5,185 women 
during the course of the war." 

In 1945, JW B-USO sponsored 
a seder at the Naval Training Sta
tion on the fi rst night of Passover, 

and at the JCC on the second. 
The menu included matzah, wine, 
gefilte fish, borscht, chicken, 
tsimmes, macaroons, cake and 
soda. 

The Rhode Island USO chap
ter disbanded in 1946, while the 
national USO still actively sup
ports airport centers, family cen
ters, mobile canteens, as well as 
entertainment troupes here and 
abroad. 

On a personal note, my son-in
law Jack, while serving in Iraq, 
received many care packages from 
USO.' My daughter Marsha often 
goes to an airport 's USO area to 
relax,· have a snack, use the Inter
net and talk to other service asso
ciated personnel. 

Anne Sherman is the office man
ager of the Rhode Island Jewish His
torical AJJociation. Contact her at 
rjhist@aol.com. 

Iris E. Mello, M.S. , LMFT 
CERTIFIED DIVORCE MEDIATOR 

/1 fair and equitable settlement 
for your unique circumstances" 
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D'VAR TORAH 

Thank God for our gifts 
GENESIS 

28:10-32:3 

Parashat Vayetzei 

Bv RABBI A ' DIIEA M. GouzE 
Special to 1he Voice & Herald ('SHE [LEAH} conceived 

again and when she gave 
birth to a son she said, 
'1his time I will praise 

(lit. acknowledge) the L ord.' So she 
named him Judah ... 

This week's parashah records the 
names of 11 sons and one daughter 
born to Jacob's wives and concu
bines, Leah, Rachel, Bilhah and 
Zilpah (the 12th and last son will 
arrive in next week's parashah). 
Each son receives a name that 
reflects the circumstances of his 
birth or conveys an allusive mes
sage. 

Names have always had mean
ings and connotations in Judaism. 
The A shkenazi custom is to name 
an infant after a beloved family 
member who has died, in the hope 
that the newborn will inherit that 

Editor's Note: Sylvia Schocket's 
granddaughter, Shayna,Jound 
this poem that Sylvia, now 94, 
wrote upon returning.from 
Israel in 1978. Sylv ia,formerly a 
Cranston resident, lives with her 
husband at Tamarisk. 

Bnai Lion's study mission 
was wisely organized and planned 
for its members to see Israel 
our beloved H omeland. 

El Al flew us safely 
to this land of st rife and toil 
where a Paradise was created 
out of desert sandy soil. 

Tel Aviv,Jerusalem, H aifa, 
miracles that came true, 
thriving industrial entities, 
the dream of every Jew. 

Five-star hotels awaited us 
to rest our weary bones, 
food plentiful and tasty 
luxury away from home. 
Comfortable buses were fur
nished, 
a tour guide assigned to each, 
our Bus #9 guide was a Book of 
Knowledge, 
pleasant, informative and eager to 
teach . 

Mt. H erzl, the kibbutz im, the 
Dead Sea 
to mention but a few, 
the Wailing Wall, David's Tomb, 
the Masad, 
too many more to review. 

Bnai Lion's worthy projects 
we saw in operation, 
bringing aid and comfort to the 

person's desirable attributes. Sep
hardic Jews, by contrast, name 
babies after living relatives as a way 
of showing honor and respect. 

In naming her fourth son Judah, 
Leah is expressing gratitude for his
birth. Yehudah (in English, Judah) 
comes from a Hebrew root mean
ing to acknowledge or give thanks. 
This ultimately became the name 
of the Southern Kingdom, whence 
was derived the appellation Yehudi, 
meaning "Judaean" or "Jew." So we 
are a people whose name means 
"thank you!" While the name 
"Jews" primarily reflects our geo
graphic origin, another way to 
interpret the name Yehudah is to 
understand that to be a Jew is to 
live a life of gratitude for the gifts 
that G od has given us. 

If we Google "lack of civility in 
America," we discover thousands 
of sites focusing on a new norm of 
behavior that includes rudeness, 
coarseness, vulgarity and discour
tesy. The news media, the Internet 
and the social networking sites all 
seem to reward boorish behavior 
by providing offending individu
als with a national soapbox from 

ill, 
and to the veterans, rehabilitation. 

O ur own moshav, Kfar Bnai Lion 
welcomed us with open arms 
and shared the Simhat Torah 
festival 
midst their citrus trees and farms 

All too soon the visit ended 
time to fly back home 
with the memories we shall 
cherish 
of the Israel we have known. 

Industrious, vibrant, alive 
with the hope, courage, and 

which to project their 15 minutes 
of fame. 

As Jews, who express gratitude 
to God every day by reciting bless
ings and prayers and by giving 
tzedakah, we have an opportunity 

"As Jews, we have 
an obligation to 
approach each 

person with 
respect, dignity 
and courtesy." 

to exhibit behavior grounded in 
a feeling of being blessed and to 
share that sense of thankfulness 
with those around us. As Jews who 
understand that everyone is created 
in the image of God, we have an 
obligation to approach each person 
with respect, dignity and courtesy. 
This can translate to the simplest 
of gestures: Saying "excuse me," or 
"please" and "thank you"; holding 

dedication of a people 
determined to survive. 

O h God, hear your people 
who have wandered and suffered 
for so long 
help them, protect and guide 
them 
keep them safe and strong. 

Let them know the peace they 
long for 
in Israel, the land they love. 
Help them keep the desert 
blocking forever 
with your blessings from above. 

Sylvia Shocket 

wwwjvhri.org 

open a door for another person; 
refraining from saying the first 
thing that comes to mind when 
confronted by someone; declining 
to utter curses, etc. 

The Talmud teaches us that dis
putes engaged in "for the sake of 
heaven" (like those between the 
schools of Hillel and Shammai) 
yield lasting results, while those 
that are not for the sake of heaven 
do not. The rabbis look to the 
motivation underlying the argu
ment as one of the criteria: Did 
the disputants disagree out of self
aggrandizement or because they 
passionately believed in the value 
of their stance for the public good? 

The Talmud (B. Eruvin 13b) 
then asks: If Hillel and Shammai 
were both arguing for the sake of 
heaven, why does the halakhah 
almost always favor Hillel? The 
Talmud postulates a difference 
between the schools of Hillel and 
Shammai: When someone asked a 
member of the school of Shammai 
for legal advice, the member would 
state only his own opinion. H ow
ever, when someone asked a fol
lower of H illel for legal advice, the 

Hillel follower would offer both 
his view and that of the school of 
Shammai. Moreover, he would 
give Shammai's opinion first! This 
talmudic passage emphasizes the 
value of civility and the impor
tance of common courtesy. 

The rabbis firmly believed that 
disputation and disagreement were 
not only valid forms of expression 
but also essential elements in dis
cerning the right path. H owever, 
they believed equally strongly that 
the only legitimate medium for 
this discourse was courteous and 
respectful speech and conduct. Let 
us, then, live up to our identity as 
Yehudim by showing our gratitude 
(hodayah) through our considerate 
deportment and positive interac
tions with one another. 

Shabbat Shalom! 

Rabbi A ndrea M. Gouze is the 
director of pastoral care at New Eng
land Sinai Hospital in Stoughton, 
Mass. and the rabbi ofTemple Shaare 
Tejilah in Norwood, Mass. Contact 
her al ravamg@cox.ne/. 
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Maurice Grossman, 57 
TEANECK, N.J. - Maurice Grossman 
died suddenly on Sept. 22. Born in 
Providence, he was the son of Myer 
Grossman of Warwick and the late 
Anna (Malachowsky) Grossman. 
Before moving to Teaneck, N.J. 
some 10 years ago, he had lived in 
Cherry Hill , N.J. and Sharon, Mass. 

He was the husband of Felicia 
(Lew) Grossman and the father of 
Hannah and Erin, all ofTeaneck, N.J. 
He leaves his sister, Anita Olinsky, 
and her husband, Alan, of Crans
ton; his brother, Paul Grossman, of 
Cumberland, Va.; and his nephews, 
Benjamin and Reuben Olinsky. 

The purchasing manager at Deb 
El Food Products of Elizabeth , N.J., 
he was an avid collector of postal 
covers. 

Contributions may be made to 
Temple Torat Yisrael, 330 Park Ave., 
Cranston, RI 02905. 

Samuel J. Kolodney, 91 
PROVIDENCE - Samuel Kolodney 
died at home on Nov. S after a long 
illness. He leaves his wife of 50 
years, Zelda (Holland) Kolodney, 
and many nieces and nephews. 
Born in Providence, he was a son 
of the late William and Gussie 
Kolodney and brother of the late 
Bertha Harriet, Dr. Joseph Kolodney 
and Harry Kolodney. 

A graduate of Rhode Island Col
lege and Boston University School 
of Law, he was a member of the 
American and Rhode Island bar 
associations for more than 60 years. 
He was a partner in the law firm of 
Arcaro, Belilove & Kolodney from 
1959 until his retirement. 

A U.S. Army staff sergeant during 
World War II, he partici

~ pated in the liberation of 
~ Wobbelin, a concentra-

tion camp in Hagenow, 
Germany. A past president of the 
Roger Williams Lodge of B'nai B'rith 
and a former Post Commander of 
the Jewish War Veterans Sackin 
Shocket Post #533, he was an asso
ciate member of Hadassah and a 

member of Temple Emanu-EI for 
more than SO years. 

Donations may be made to 
Temple Emanu-EI or the charity of 
your choice. 

Bonnie Pashkow, 74 
NORTH KINGSTOWN - Bonnie 
Pashkow died on Oct. 28, sar
rounded by her family and care
givers, after a long struggle with 
Parkinson's disease. Born July 26, 
1936, in Chicago, she was the oldest 
child of the late Aaron Pashkow and 
Rose (Lobe) Pashkow. 

She is survived by her sister, 
Nina Pashkow Lipkin, of Highland 
Park, Ill. ; her brother, David Pash
kow, of Tucson, Ariz.; her husband, 
James A . Roehm, her daughter, 
Dr. Sharon M. Swartz, of North 
Kingstown, and her son, Rabbi 
Daniel J. Swartz, of Clark's Summit, 
Penn. She leaves her son-in-law, 
Eric J. Anderson,;father-in-law, 
Eugene Roehm, of Fort Wayne, Ind. ; 
and three grandchildren, Emma R. 
Anderson, Caleb B. Anderson, of 
North Kingstown, and Alana N.J. 
Swartz, of Clark's Summit, Penn. 

She graduated Phi Beta Kappa 
from Northwestern University, and 
earned masters degrees from the 
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee 
and Eastern Illinois University. 

She worked in the fields of chemi
cal testing and consumer product 
evaluation. She was the executive 
director of the Green Meadows Girl 
Scout Council, in Urbana, Ill., and the 
executive director of the McHenry 
County Land Trust in Illinois. 

A volunteer with the Milwau
kee Area Girl - Scout Council, she 
was president of McHenry County 
Defenders, an environmental orga
nization in Illinois, and simulta
neously served on the boards of 
the Land Conservancy of North 
Kingstown, the South County Land 
Trust Alliance and the Rhode Island 
Land Trust Council. She sang with 
the North Kingstown Community 
Chorus and Shireinu, the chorus of 
Temple Sinai. 
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A member of Temple Sinai, she , 
was a founder and charter secretary 
ofTemple Tikkun Olam, in McHenry 
Co"unty, Ill. 

Contributions may be made to the 
endowment fund of Temple Sinai, 
30 Hagen Ave., Cranston, RI 02920; 
the APDA-RI Chapter, c/o Kent 
Hospital, Warwick, RI 02886 or a 

charity of your choice. 

Samuel S. Russian 
WILLIMANTIC, Conn. - Samuel S. 
Russian, of Will imantic, Conn., died 
on Nov. 2, at Windham Community 
Memorial Hospital. He was the hus
band of 68 years of Ruth (Zenchoff) 
Russian. 

Born in Providence to Israel and 
Sarah (Pablipsky) Russian, he was 

a World War II Army 
~ Air Corps veteran. He 
I~ worked for many years 

at the Gillette Company, 
before his retirement. He was a 
member of Temple Bnai Israel, Uriel 
Lodge of Masons in Merrow, VFW 
Gold Star Post #1724 life member 
and a member of James J. Shea 
Post American Legion. Active with 
the Boy Scouts for many years, he 
served as an assistant scoutmaster. 
As a volunteer, he enjoyed calling 
bingo at several locations. 

He leaves two daughters, Rona 
Schaffel, of New Haven, Conn., 
and Resa Friedman and her hus
band, Ronald, of New York; five 
grandchildren, Sari Lawton and her 
husband Kevin, Carl Schaffel, Alex
ander Schaffel, Justin Friedman 
and Benjamin Friedman; her great
granddaughter Abigail Lawton, her 
sister Annie Grossman. of Worces
ter, Mass., her brother Louis Russian 
and his wife, Ruth, of Cranston, his 
brother-in-law, Charles Goldberg, of 
Rhode Island and many nieces and 
nephews. 

Donations may be made to a 
charity of your choice. For online 
memorial guestbook, visit www.pot
terfuneralhome.com. 

Mollie Sklut, 100 
WARWICK - Mollie Sklut, of Tama
risk, 3 Shalom Dr., died on Nov. 7, at 
Tamarisk. She was the wife of the 
late Harry Sklut. 

OBITUARIES 
Born in Hungary, a daughter of 

the late Meir and Sadie (Moskowitz) 
Fried, she had lived in Narragansett 
and Boca Raton, Fla., before moving 
to Warwick six months ago. 

A co-owner, with her husband, 
of the former Bruce Pharmacy in 
Providence and Cranston for 25 
years, she retired in 1972. A member 
of Congregation Beth David in Nar-

• ragansett and Temple Am David in 
Warwick, she was a past president 
of the former Pioneer Women, past 
president of Na'Amat Council and 
co-president of the former Jewish 
Home for the Aged Women's Asso
ciation. 

She leaves Beverly Reuter of 
Stoughton, Mass. and her late hus-

. band Gerald, Sharon Rice and her 
husband Ira of Cranston, Merrill, 
Rhonda and Bob, Amy and Craig, 
Pamela and Rob, the late David Paul, 
the late Shirley Wilk, the late Evelyn 
Beacken and 10 great-grandchildren. 

Contributions may be made to 
Congregation Beth David or Temple 
Am David. 

Dr. Earl Scharfman 
SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. - Dr. Earl 
(Azriel) Sharfman died on Oct. 30, 
surrounded by his family. The son of 
Rabbi Chaim and Sarah Sharfman, 
he was born June 18, 1936 in Provi
dence. 

He is survived by his wife Bar
bara. They would have celebrated 
their 55th anniversary this January. 
He was the father of Rabbi Bonnie 
Sharfman (Roger Morris) of Scott
sdale, Ariz., and Sherry Jackson 
(Phil Jackson) of Cotuit, Mass., and 
Grampy of Stephanie, Erica and 
Rebecca. 

He often said that the special 
blessing he received from a rabbi 

-

protected him during a 
' plane crash while serv

ing in the U.S. Navy on a 
radar plane; he was cred

ited with saving the crew of 18 after 
that crash. 

Dedicated to making the world a 
better place, even during his battle 
against mesothelioma, he was a life
time teacher and mentor to many. 
As a school superintendant in Mas
sachusetts, he created landmark 

educational initiatives for inner-city 
children and pioneered such inno
vations as teacher job-sharing. Pas
sionate, tenacious, principled and 
learned, he was a visionary who 
knew how to turn visions into reality. 

In his retirement, he (a former 
state high school wrestling cham
pion) coached wrestling at a high 
school, taught college classes and 
served on Phoenix mayoral com
missions on youth and education. 
He also served as president of the 
Tatum Park Homeowners Associa
tion. Retired from the Coast Guard 
auxiliary, he enjoyed tennis, golf, 
athletics, bike-riding, fishing, boating 
and, above all, his family. 

Contributions may be made to 
Kehillah of Arizona , 18010 North 
Tatum Blvd. #102-308, Phoenix, 
AZ 85028 or Dana Farber Cancer 
Institute, Attn: Earl's Eagles, 10 
Brookline Place West, 6th Floor, 

Brookline, MA 02445. 

Noah Temkin, 78 
NORTH PROVIDENCE - Noah 
Temkin, of Golden Crest Nursing 
Centre, died on Oct. 29. Born in 
Providence, a son of the late Charles 
and Rose (Pullman) Temkin , he had 
lived in Providence and North Provi
dence. He was an insurance execu
tive with Health Underwriters for 
40 years, before retiring three years 
ago. 

A graduate of Hope High School, 

• 
he attended URI and was 
a Navy veteran serving in 
the Korean conflict. He 

was a past president of the Provi
dence Hebrew Free Loan Associa
tion, the Jewish Community Center 
and the Bridge Club of RI. He was an 
advisor for A E Pl Fraternity at URI 
and a volunteer for PARI , which pre
sented him with an award. 

He was the father of Bruce Temkin 
and his wife, Karen, of Waban, 
Mass., and the late Susan Cutler; 
father-in-law of Jeffrey Cutler of 
Cranston; the brother of Martin 
Temkin of Providence and the late 
Jacob Temkin ; and grandfather of 
Robert, Melissa, Charlie and Emily. 

Contributions may be made to 
the Alzheimer's Association or your 
favorite charity. 
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SIMCHAS/WE ARE READ 

PATRICIA RASKIN, of East G reenwich, visited Venice recently. While there, she met with Rabbi 
Ramy Ban in, right, and his wife Shachar, center. The director of the Chabad of Venice, the rabbi estab
lished a rabbinical academy there some 13 years ago. 

DR. M A RK AN D 
JANICE Povar of 
Cranston recently visited 

Tanzania and Kenya, Africa. They 
took a copy of 1he Jewish Voice & 
Herald with them. 

EN RIC H A RD AN D BETHANY Sutton of Pawtucket 
sited London in mid-O ctober, they made sure to see one of 

he city's most fa mous landmarks - the Tower of London -
with their copy of 1hej ewish Voice & Herald. 

wwwjvhri.org 
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TARA SOUSA and STEPHEN HART 

E MARRIAG E OF Ta ra Sousa to Stephen H art took 
ace on Sunday, August 29, at Ocean Cliff in Newport. 

The bride is the daughter of M indy and Michael Isaacs of 
East G reenwich, and the groom is the son of Anne and 

John H art of Cli nton, N.Y. 
The bride earned her B.A. from Connecticut College and a gradu

ate degree - a master's of science in genetic counseling- from Boston 
LJnjversity. She is currently employed at Women & Infa nts H ospital 
as a prenatal genetic counselor. 

The groom earned a B.S. fro m the Uni ted States Coast Guard 
Academy. H e is a Coast Guard offi cer currently enrolled in the 
M BA program at Boston College's Carroll School of M anagement. 
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share the light of hanukkah 
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SUPER SUNDAY 2010 
NOVEMBER 14, 2010 I 3-8 PM 

Answer The Call and Double Your Impact! 

$100,000 matching grant for every new gift 

and gift increase means you create double 

the impact with your donation to the 2011 

Annual Community Campaign. 

On November 14th, please answer the call. Volunteers from all 

over Rhode Island will be calling people to talk about supporting the 

critical work of our Jewish community. Without your donation, creating 

lasting impact would not be possible. And now, with the matching grant 

challenge, your gift to the 2011 Annual Community Campaign will 

have double the impact. Make a difference! Answer the call! 
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