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Could 
Hungarian 

anti-Semitism 
get out of 
control? 

European writers 
disagree on depth 

of problem 
Bv Run-1 E LLEN G RUBER 

BUDAPEST QTA) - The rise of 
Hungary's far-right Jobbik Party 
has ratcheted up debate about 
anti-Semitism in this country and 
focused attention on the seeming 
paradoxes of Jewish life here. 

On the one hand, a recent article 
in Germany's Der Spiegel described 
Budapest as "Europe's capital of 
anti-Semitism," where Jews are 
"being openly intimidated" and 
making plans to leave the country. 

On the other, Hungary is home 
to a flourishing and multifaceted 
Jewish life that finds vigorous 
public expression in religious, cul
tural and even culinary ways, and 
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I Claire Roche 

LIMUD PARTICIPANTS: Who knows ... the baby could be a future Ca mp JORI counselor! 

Building relationships overseas 
Limud Keshet 

Poland draws its 
largest crowd 

B Y CLA IH E R OCII E 

croche@bjeri.org 

WARSAW - On a recent 
November weekend, more than 
700 Jews from around Poland, 

from all streams of Judaism, 
and of all ages, gathered at the 
Hotel Boss in the suburbs of 
Warsaw to learn, study and pray 
together. They also celebrated 
together in song and dance. The 
cause for celebration? The event 
they were all attending: Limud 
Keshet Polska ("Limud"). L imud 
offers a once-a-year opportu
nity for members of the Jewish 

community in Poland - many 
of whom have only recently dis
covered their Jewish roots, and 
are hungry for Jewish connec
tion and community - to come 
together to enjoy one other's 
company and to participate in 
a wide array of educational and 
cultural opportunities in one 
place. Attendance at this year's 
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RABBI ALAN FLAM 

Pleas for 
help come 
from many 

quarters 
Faith leaders call for 

shelter funds 
B Y NANCY K IRSCH 

nkirsch@JFRI.org 

PROV1DENCE - So many non
profit agencies and government 
offices duplicate the services being 
offered to individuals, said Anne 
Nolan, president of Crossroads 
Rhode Island, a nonprofit organiza
tion serving the needs of the home
less. "We need to look at the 'touch 
factor' and its effectiveness," she said 
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A congregation hears remorse from youthful off enders 
,-a Survivor, Holocaust 
, --Y educator speak to 
f perpetrators 

", y BY NANCY KIHSCH 
nkirsch@JFRI.org 

WARWICK - "I have more than 
six million reasons to be angry, 
but I was determined to teach a 
lesson that would benefit all of us, 
especially the community," said 
Cantor Rick Perlman of Temple 
Am David, during a closed meet
ing of the synagogue's membership 
on Sunday, Dec. 12. 

Some time ago, Perlman had 
said those same words to a young 

m,n,y Kimh man, Ryan Johnson. After confess
ing that he and h is half-brother, 
Ryan G. (whose name is not being 
disclosed as he is a minor), had 

CANTOR RICHARD PERLMAN and Alice Goldstein prepare to give 
plants to Ryan G. (whose face is blurred deliberately, so that he, as a 
minor charged with a crime, can't be identified) and Ryan Johnson. 

painted a swastika and a racial epi
thet on an outside wall of Temple 
Am D avid in June 2010, Ryan 
Johnson asked him, ''Why aren't 
you angry?" 

7he Voice & Herald reported 
on the event in the June 11 issue, 
"Days of hatred and anger in R.l.'' 

C harged by the Warwick police 
with vandalism (a misdemeanor), 
and by the Attorney General's 
office with the felony of desecrat
ing a place of public assemblage, 
Ryan Johnson, 20, has fulfilled 
the imposed requirement of 30 
hours' community service at the 
H olocaust Education & Resource 
Center (HERC); the final disposi
tion of his case has been deferred 
until January 2011. Ryan G ., 17, 
was charged with a felony (some 
of his records are confidential, 
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Vodk.a + Latk.es Fun for all 

A hip happening 
for young Jewish 

professionals 

PRO VIDENCE - The Alef List, 
a group that holds "hip happen
ings" for young Jewish profes
sionals in their 20s and 30s, and 
The N etwork, a g roup for Jewish 
professionals in their 30s and 40s, 
co-hosted an event, Vodka+Latkes, 
on Saturday, D ec. 11 at the State 
Ultra Lounge in Providence. 
Some 50 young professionals par
ticipated, partaking of kosher latkes 
and signature drinks and enjoying 
music, good conversation and g reat 
raffle prizes, such as Boston Bruin 
tickets, bottles of wine from the 
Providence H ebrew D ay School 
wine cellar, a three-month mem
bership to the Jewish Community 
Center of Rhode Island and several 
g ift cert ificates. 

Event chairs were Sara and 
Michael Pimental, D onna and 
Joel Evans, M elissa and Andrew 
C hernick, Jen and David Arndt, 
Samantha Lewis, and Lucy 
Semonoff-F lam were event chairs. 

For more information on 1he 
Ale[ List, contact Wendy j oering, 
the Jewish community concierge, at 
wjoering@JFRiorg or 421-4111, 
ext. 169. For more information on 1he 
N etwork, con/act Randy Rosenthal, 
staff associate, at rrosenthal@JFRI 
orgor421-4111, ext.173. 

Renaissance. A Place to Remember. 
Autumn Open House and Holistic Happening 

Sunday, December 12 from 11 a m - 3 pm! 

The Renaissance Memory Support Care at Tamarisk provides 
a unique. multi-faceted treatment approach that continues 
to achieve excellent results in stimulating the mind. body 

and spirit of residents in our highly regarded program. 

A comprehensive. individualized care plan is created by 
our staff of exceptional professionals in consultation with 

family members to ensure that each resident can realize 
their fu ll potential and experience happier days. 

Our fully secure and comfortable. family-style atmosphere 
enhances social interaction · combined with a complete 
schedu le of activities and therapies that complement the 

specialized needs of each resident. 

Studio or companion apartments with an unparalleled level of service and 
amenities. provide all the support needed for safety and peace of mind. 

Our Celebrations Adult Day Services and Re.spite Care are also available for 
non-residents experiencing a memory disorder. 

All Staff Trained and Certified by T he Alzheimer's Association of R I 

401 -732-0037 

A C8rellnk Member 
A Community of the Jewish Seniors Agency of RI 

TAMARISK 
ASSISTEO llVING tlESIDENCE 

Where Life is Celebrated'" 
3 Shalom Drive, Warwick, RI 02886 

Al<oshe<Ass,sled Umg Reodeoa> 
Supe,v,sed by,-., Kashrul eo.-r.n..on o1 Grea"' "'"'°"' 

wwwjvhri.org 

At left, WILLIAM KRIEGER and 
ALIZA KRIEGER and LIZ WEIN
BERG and DEAN WEINBERG 

Bottom right, !LONA BERMAN, 
JEN ARNDT and 
MOSHE BERMAN 

Below, JENNE WAX and 
YISCA SHALEV 

All photos/Randy Rosenthal 

For Providence Country Day School students. 
challenging oneself in the classroom. on the athletic 

fields, in the art studio, on the stage and in the 
community is all in a day's work. 

Parents and students are invited to attend classes and 
experience PCD 's learning environment first hand. 

OPEN CLASS DAY 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 1 2 

9 :00 am - 12:00 noon 

college prep I arts I athletics I grades 6- 12 I co-ed 

660 Waterman Ave. • E. Providence, RI 02914 
401.438.5170 I www.prov1dencecountryday.org 
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B Y H OWAHD TINBERG AND 

EZRA STIEGLITZ 

Special to 7he Voice & Herald TRY GOOGLING 
"Holocaust," Ephraim 
Kaye noted, and you 
will receive some 17 

million hits. Of the first 100, 20 
or 30 claim that "Jews exaggerate" 
the H olocaust. So began Ephraim 
Kaye's D ec. 5 presentation before 
a full house at Providence Col
lege's Aquinas Hall. Kaye, a 
native New Englander who has 
spent more than 40 years in 
Israel, has 30 years of teaching 
experience in high school and 
college in Israel. Kaye, director 
of the International Seminars for 
Educators at Yad Vashem, spoke 
at the conference that was spon
sored by the H olocaust Education 
& Resource Center of Rhode 
Island and Center for Catholic & 
D ominican Studies at Providence 
College. 

Rooted in historical anti-Sem
itism (as evident in the notori
ous Protocols of the Elders of Z ion, 
which is easily accessible via the 
Internet), the denial movement 
engages in a new twist, "H olo
caust reversal," by which Jews are 
accused of being Nazis. 

To make his point, Kaye 
showed a cartoon from the Aus
trian newspaper, Kleine Zeitung, 
from M ay 2004: Two panels are 
juxtaposed, one showing a Nazi 
and a Jew, the other a Jewish sol
dier and a Palestinian. "Is this 
denial?" Kaye asked the audience. 
Answering his own question, he 
said that this is not H olocaust 
denial, but is instead an example 
of H olocaust reversal whereby the 
Jews are now accused of being 
Nazis. That is, the "new" Nazis 

Jewish Voice ~ Herald December 24, 2010 PAGE 3 

educator combats Holocaust denial 

/John Tavares 

EPHRAIM KAYE, left, talks with Justin ("Jay") Strauss. 

are Israelis and the "new" Jews are 
the Palestinians. 

The audience was then shown 
two videos, again easily accessible 
on YouTube: O ne was an inter
view with Bishop W illiamson, a 
formerly ex-communicated head 
of a small group of Catholics, who 
claimed that "there were no gas 
chambers." 

The other video drew from a 

"The Nazis believed 
that the Final 

Solution would be 
complete if they 

killed the children." 

1994 airing of "The Phil D ono
hue Show," in which one Brad
ley Smith, a denier, offered his 
view that there was "no proof of 
gassing," and that only 200,000 
to 300,000 Jews died as a result 
of the H olocaust. There is noth-

ing like a denier to boost ratings, 
noted Kaye. 

A fter the videos, Kaye posed 
a question to the audience: H ow 
did we arrive at the number of 
six million? Various answers were 
proposed such as the Nazis kept 
meticulous records, census reports 
and eyewitness accounts. In fact, 
Kaye noted, the Nazis were the 
first deniers; they worked dili
gently to remove any evidence of 
their crimes, deliberately avoiding 
a clear, single paper trail leading 
to the nature and extent of the 
killing. Crematoria, gas cham
bers, human remains - all were 
removed to avoid the glare of his
tory. 

D enial, Kaye observed, is part 
of the H olocaust itself. Is it any 
wonder then that H olocaust 
denial should take root? Indeed, 
the H olocaust is "irrational." It 
didn't make any sense for the 
Third Reich to exterminate Jewish 
labor in a time of war, but it did so 
nonetheless. 

Kaye disclosed that we can 
arrive at the number six mil-

lion by paying attention to what 
Deborah Lipstadt calls the "con
vergence of evidence." While 
we don't have killing documents 
with Hitler's signature on them, 
we do have memoranda, bills of 
guarantee (for crematoria), docu
ments from the N uremberg Trials 
and decoded wired messages, all 
of which, taken together, provide 
us with the numbers of those who 
were killed. Most of the murders, 
said Kaye, occurred outside the 
camps - on ·trains and in killing 
fields and ravines. Kaye presented 
various documents that pointed, 
collectively, to the millions of 
lives ended by the Nazis. One 
important collection of reports 
(195 in all) was produced by the 
Einsatzgruppen or killing squads. 
These perpetrators were meticu
lous in reporting not just the total 
number of Jews murdered, but the 
specific number of men, women, 
and children who were liquidated. 
Kaye asked, "Why were the Nazis 
interested in counting the chil
d ren among the executed?" The 
Nazis believed that the Final 
Solution would be complete if 
they killed the children, he said. 
Kaye then showed the most dra
matic evidence of mass killing: 
A four-minute clip taken by a 
German mariner on furlough 
whose camera nonchalantly began 
to focus on an Einsatzgruppe mur
dering Jews in a nearby ravine. 

The challenge for all H olocaust 
educators is ignorance, Kaye con
cluded - an ignorance that must 
be met with facts and with a com
mitment to render the H olocaust 
in distinctly human terms and not 
as a matter merely of statistics. 

Howard Tinberg and Ezra 
Stieglitz, members of The JV&H 
Editorial Board, teach at Bristol 
Community College and R hode 
Island College, respectively. Contact 
Tinberg at htinberg@gmail.com and 
Stieglitz at estieglitz@ric.edu. 
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FROM THE 
ExECUTIVE EDITOR 

Sometimes, baby 
steps are all 

I can do 
BY NANCY KIRSCH 

nkirsch@]FRJ.or 

DO YOU MAKE New Year 
resolutions, either now or 
at Rosh Hashanah? Or are 

. you like me - someone who 
erratically, or perhaps sporadically, make 
resolutions throughout the year, vowing 
to do something different? 

At my age, I know I'm not going to 
transform into some new and differ
ent creature - someone who is always 
dressed impeccably, with perfectly 
applied makeup and stylishly coifed hair 
(ha!), someone who never puts my foot in 
my mouth, someone who is always, end
lessly patient with my family, my friends 
and colleagues and those I encounter 
during my day, someone who never mis
places a piece of paper, phone number or 
to-do list, or someone who doesn't worry 
about showing up late or obsessing about 
my mistakes. 

I simply don't anticipate making radi
cal changes to who I am - but I can -
and do - make baby steps. For example, 
I'm much more pleasant at the grocery 
store than I might be. When I first 
arrive at the checkout line with a boat
load of reusable grocery bags (baby steps 
in saving the world and saving spare 
change - at a nickel a bag), the grocery 
store clerk asks, sometimes sullenly, 
sometimes politely, "How many bags 
you got, lady?" 

Although I'm often tempted to snap, 
"I don't know - I think it probably 
depends on how many bags it takes to 
hold all the groceries I am buying," I 
generally respond, "I don't know yet. 
Let's wait and see how many bags we use 
(and it is 'we,' as I generally help bag the 
groceries) before you give me the credit." 

And, I think I've made some baby 
steps in improving how I edit and 
proofread the paper, which makes "put
ting the paper to bed" a somewhat less 
onerous process. Rather than proofing 
everything most closely after it's been 
laid into the paper (but before it goes 
to the printer), we're trying to do as 
much proofing in advance as possible. 
The process of getting hundreds of bits 
of disparate information - ads, stories, 
photographs, captions and more - into a 
complete and "as close to perfect as pos
sible" paper every two weeks is some
thing of a marathon, and I am taking 
other baby steps to try to make that 
marathon less stressful for all involved. 

As much as I might dream of the ben
efits that come with such outcomes, I'm 
not going to be famous, I'm not going to 
be named one of the MacArthur Fellows 
(those who win the "Genius Grants" 
- a substantial sum of money with no 
strings attached) and I'm not going to 
receive a Pulitzer, for that matter. That 
doesn't mean, however, that I can't take 
baby steps to improve my craft, my out
look on life and my attitudes. 
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IT SEEMS To ME 

It takes four more to make 
Jewish and Hindu 

wedding rituals have 
much in common 

AJEWWEEKS ago, on a cold but 
crystal clear Saturday afternoon, I 
was witness to a wedding that was 

ot only interfaith but also pro
foundly intercultural. The bride was a young 
Catholic woman who grew up in Barrington 

Rabbi Jim 
Rosenberg 

across the street from us, and 
the groom was an American
born Hindu with roots deep 
in the Indian subcontinent. 

The first part of the double 
ceremony took place in the 
recently built student chapel 
on the campus of Salve 
Regina University, a short 
stroll from Newport's Cliff 
Walk. While maintaining 
the integrity and particu-
larity of Catholic tradition, 

the priest went out of his way to embrace the 
many Hindus - as well as the handful of Jews 
- who were in attendance. As a matter of fact, 
he chose as the text for his wedding homily 
a well-known Hasidic tale: During a period 
of several years, two brothers (both acting in 
secret) continue to provide each other with 
gifts of grain. By accident, one moonlit night, 
they bump into each other bearing their gifts, 
and finally discover the source of the ongo
ing generosity - the same kind of generosity 
of spirit and deed that forms the foundation 
of a solid marriage. At the conclusion of the 
service, a tenor soloist sang a soul-stirring ren
dition of Ave Maria, bringing tears to the eyes 
of Catholics, Protestants, Jews and Hindus 
alike. 

The second wedding ceremony for bride 
and groom began towards sunset at New
port's Ocean Cliff, in a large room whose 
picture windows faced the darkening waters 

of the east passage of Narragansett Bay. The 
jeweled lights of the Newport Bridge sparkled 
a mile or so to the north. During much of the 
hour-long ceremony, a priest chanted Sanskrit 
prayers based on the ancient Hindu scriptures 
known as the Vedas; his wavering voice cre
ated in the room a sense of the exotic, the far
away. Nonetheless, I was struck by numerous 
parallels to the traditional Jewish wedding. 
To begin with, most of the ritual unfolded 
within the four-pillared Mandap, the Hindu 
altar; though far larger and lacking a covering, 
this structure reminded me of the huppah, the 
four-poled bridal canopy at a Jewish wedding. 

To continue the parallels, before proceeding 
to the Hindu altar, the groom was directed to 
step on and smash a small clay pot, the Sam
poot. One interpretation of this act is that it 
symbolizes the groom's determination to 
face whatever challenges the future might 
bring. In the Jewish version, as we know, the 
groom waits until the conclusion of the cer-

"Towards the conclusion 
of the Hindu wedding, 
both bride and groom 
recite the Saptapadi, 
the seven wedding 
vows, which have 

distinct echoes in the 
Sheva B'rakhot." 

emony before smashing the glass. I have heard 
numerous interpretations of this breaking of 
the glass, and consider the Hindu explanation 
a welcome addition. 

At many Jewish weddings before the 
Hebrew prayers begin, the bride circles the 
groom or - in a less traditional variation - the 

Letters 

Jewish colllillunity should work to prevent suicides 

Al SOMEONE WHO lost her 
ther to suicide 11 years ago, I found 
abbi Amy Levin's column, "Sui

cide: Your life in your hands," in the Dec. 10 
issue, disappointing. While I can respect her 
explanation of halakhah regarding suicide, I 
think Rabbi Levin would have done a much 
greater good by focusing on how our Jewish 
values can guide us in helping those who are 
struggling with mental illness and in pre
venting bullying among our children. 

For example, the Judaic values of hakhna
sat orhim (welcoming the stranger), bikkur 

holim (visiting the sick), and pikuah nefash 
(saving a life) all offer great examples where 
Judaism would say it would be a mitzvah for 
us to befriend others, listen compassionately 
and even encourage someone to seek mental 
health care - all things we can do to help 
prevent suicide. Instead of talking about how 
Jewish law says to mourn a tragic loss, why 
not help educate and encourage our commu
nity on how to prevent another one? 

Karen Isenberg 
Providence 

Wedding story needs clarification 

IN THE EDITING of the article about 
our daughter's wedding that appeared in 
the Dec. 10 issue ("Keeping the tradi

tion," by Lisa Bergman), an incorrect expla
nation of the aufruf was added by 1he Voice & 
Hera/din parenthesis.Aufrujis simply a word 
in Yiddish meaning to call up. The groom on 
the Sabbath before the wedding is tradition
ally called up to read the Haftarah and is an 
occasion - after the Haftarah - for singing 
joyous songs. There is no special blessing 
that occurs. Furthermore the editing errone-

ously compared the bride first meeting her 
husband to the biblical story of Eliezer at the 
well. The article originally submitted to the 
paper correctly compared the bride's mother, 
who introduced the groom to the bride, to 
Eliezer at the well, finding the bride for 
Isaac. 

Bennett]. and Lisa Bergman 
Providence 

Editor's Note: 1he Jewish Voice & Herald 
regrets the errors. 

wwwJvhri.org 

OPINION 
• a marriage 

bride and groom share the circling. In the 
Hindu ceremony, the bride and groom join 
hands and circle the sacred fire together in a 
ritual called Mangal Phera. Finally, towards 
the conclusion of the Hindu wedding, both 
bride and groom recite the Saptapadi, the 
seven wedding vows, which have distinct 
echoes in the Sheva B'rakhot, the seven wed
ding blessings that form the very core of the 
Jewish wedding. 

Though I make no claim to know for cer
tain, my hunch is that these parallel religious 
rituals have developed independently. I doubt 
that either the Jewish or the Hindu culture 
"borrowed" from the other; rather, I suspect 
- though I am no anthropologist - that these 
similar rituals have arisen out of a universal 
human need to give structure and meaning to 
one of life's most significant transitions, the 
birth of a new family out of the wombs of two 
established families. 

What moved me most about the Hindu 
wedding ceremony was its focus on the role of 
the parents - both the bride's parents and the 
groom's parents - in providing both the physi
cal and the psychological bases for the mar
riage of their children. According to Hindu 
tradition, the four pillars of the Mandap rep
resent the four parents, who are active partici
pants in the wedding ritual. As the ceremony 
neared its conclusion, after bride and groom 
had fed each other sweets, the four parents 
themselves also fed each other sweets, a 
potent symbol (and one that should certainly 
resonate in the Jewish community) of the 
union not only of bride and groom but also of 
their families. 

All too often, the young bride and groom 
leave their wedding under the misconception 
that their marriage is only about them. The 
Hindu wedding ritual makes it very clear that 
it takes four additional adults - the four par
ents - to make a healthy marriage. 

James B. Rosenberg is rabbi emeritus at Temple 
Habonim in Barrington. Contact him at rab
biemeritus@templehabonim.org. 

J Street is not for Jews 

My WIFE AND I, too, witnessed 
the performance on behalf of J 
Street by Peter Beinhart on Dec. 2 

at Brown ("Peter Beinart is no fan oflsrael's 
current policies," by John T. Landry in the 
Dec. 10 issue). 

Perhaps we were the only ones sickened by 
the slick rhetoric of a man apparently dedi
cated to the weakening of Israel, the United 
States and Am Yisrael. 

The Jewish angle and Hebrew catchwords 
were abundant, and the meaning clear to 
us: J Street is a far-left wing political orga
nization and only coincidentally Jewish, as 
Jews are the best agents against Jews. 

Sponsored by George Soros, Saudis and 
unfortunately many well-meaning but unin
formed Jews, and led by a man who has stated 
that Israel should never have been born, it 
appears to be just another specialized branch 
of ACORN. The assignment is to use Jews to 
harm the United States and Israel. 

Before it is too late, may the impressionable 
young people learn enough not to become 
the "useful idiots" of history. Whenever Jews 
have assisted in regime change or the over
throw of governments, they have always been 
the first executed by their new comrades. 

J Street is for Jews as lions are for lambs. 

Barry Cooperstein 
Taunton, Mass. 
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Malunoud Abbas uses imams to deliver message 
There's no single 

Palestinian point of view 

I MAGI NE IF YOU W1LL the fol
lowing fictional scenario. The gov
ernor of Arkansas is unhappy about 
criticism aimed· at him from the pas

tors in the pastures; he's distressed ~bout 
the hollers he's hearing from the hollers; so 

he assigns one of his min
ions, his Minister of Min
isters, to write mandatory 
Sunday sermons to be read 
in all chu rches. ACLU 
anyone? 

It could never happen, 
you think; it's a flight of 

Josh journalistic fantasy, but, it 
stein turns out, it's not so fie

------ tional. The bailiwick may 
not be the O zarks, but according to a D ec. 
15 article in the Washington Post exactly 
that situation is playing out on the West 
Bank. Anxious to court Israeli and Ameri
can favor, and hating Hamas almost as 
much as the Israelis do, Mahmoud A.bbas, 
president of the Palestinian Authority, is 
conducting exactly such a campaign. 

Each week, Mahmoud Habbash, the 
Palestinian Authority's minister for reli
gious affairs, emails Friday's script for 
sermons each imam is required to deliver. 
According to the Post, the campaign has 

been effective and support for Hamas is 
down. H ow this could be eludes me. I fully 
expected to read that, in reaction to this 
heavy-handed imposition of the state on 
the teachings of the 'mosque, riots would 
erupt. Maybe they will, but apparently, not 
yet. 

Already though, 

sage," H abbash contends, is that "we need 
to liberate Islam from... extremism and 
wrong understanding oflslam. Islam does 
not incite to hate." 

So, do we Jews, we advocates for peace 
within secure borders fo r Israel, we advo
cates of W estern liberal ideas we've read in 

the writing of Locke 
there is opposition. 
Sheikh H amid Bitawi 
of Nablus, whose fiery 
sermons the Palestinian 
Authority banned three 
months ago, estimates 
that dozens of other 
imams have been pre
vented from preaching. 
"I'm sure," he argues, 
that "the popularity of 

"Can liberal 
Americans tolerate 

this blatant disregard 
for free thought and 

speech?" 

and John Stuart Mill , 
have a horse in this 
race? Yes, we do, but 
to be safe (which is 
frequently to live dan
gerously) we've divided 
our wagers and now 
watch hopelessly as 
the animals on the 
track, those magnifi-

.. . the Palestinian Authority is going down. 
They will be punished for their behavior." 
(Insert here a chill down Abbas' spine.) 

A more moderate Nasser Abed El-Al, 
who runs a kebab restaurant, hasn't liked 
the changes either. "They're choosing 
imams who speak the way they do," he 
said. "This regime is not popular with the 
people here." 

Defending the practice, Habbash 
argues, "We're convinced this is in our 
national interest . What we have seen is 
when mosques are under the control of 
other parties, it causes division within 
our people." (Insert squirm of your liberal 
reporter as he reads this.) "My main mes-

cent steeds upon which 
we've based our hopes, are running not in 
a straight line but helter skelter all over the 
cou rse. Observing from the stands, it's dif
ficult to say what we want the outcome to 
be. But surely not this. 

Maybe after centuries of patriarchal clan 
loyalties, Arabs in the area (as opposed to 
Arabs who have come to live here) cannot 
be expected to conform to the norms of 
First Amendment expectations. But can 
we liberal Americans, even though the 
censorship is being undertaken to promote 
causes we believe in (recognizing the legit
imacy of Israel), tolerate this blatant disre
gard for free thought and speech? Or is it 
time for us to say (insert Southern drawl 

NoTALONE 

here), "Well, these boys aren't really ready 
for advancements our fo refathers fought 
for fiercely, so let 'em play the game by 
their rules, not ours and we come out on 
top." But the problem with that argument 
is that Arabs aren't a stupid people, and 
they already see through the heavy-handed 
cont rol of what their imams are allowed to 
say. 

I see the situation as further evidence of 
the failure of the idea of the two-state solu
tion daily touted by its advocates. Look at 
the map. There's the West Bank here and 
Gaza there, Israel in the middle. Look at 
the political realities. In .the West Bank, 
Mahmoud Abbas imposes his views on the 
mosques; in Gaza, the mosques impose 
H amas' opposite views with equal or 
greater vehemence. O11e group is willing 
to work with Israel and the United States, 
but does so by using methods abhorrent 
to American and I sraeli social and politi
cal theory; the other group wants only to 
dest roy Israel. There is not a single Pal
estinian land mass or a single Palestinian 
perspective on Islam. 

Find another solution; one that will 
work, not this cobbled-together pipe 
dream. 

j osh Stein is a professor of history at Roger 
Williams University. Contact him at jstein@ 
rwu.edu. · 

Jewish tradition: Lessons for governing secular society? 
Governments and 

individuals may both 
be obligated 

W TH THIS COLUMN, 
Not Alone," I have aimed 

from time to time to explore 
he ways we are connected, 

whether as Rhode Islanders, as Americans, 
as Jews or as human beings. Myself, I often 
return to the ethical and political questions 
of individualism and community. 

Alan 
Krinsky 

From synagogue, I have 
a good friend who holds 
a set of political beliefs 
almost completely opposed 
to those I hold, and many 
of our political discussions 
center around the wisdom, 
propriety and ethics of 
government regulation 
and individual rights. For 
instance, are government 
efforts to provide health-
care or consumer protection 

truly beneficial, or are they fundamentally 
coercive? (And what if they are both?!) 

But inasmuch as we are connected - as 
American citizens (and perhaps including 
non-citizens ... ) - do such connections obli
gate us in any sense? Does being part of a 
Jewish community obligate us to that com
munity and its members? Does the very fact 
of our humanity entail any responsibilities? 

The late French-Jewish philosopher, 
Emm~nuel Levinas, argued that the very 
existence of the other, of other beings, 
imposes moral obligations upon us. By 

contrast, the late Ayn Rand, another phi
losopher who was Jewish, proclaimed in the 
strongest language that we are individuals, 
that individualism is the highest of all values 
and that it is basically immoral to impose 
anything on anyone. 

Jewish tradition and Jewish law certainly 
include and embrace both individual free
dom and communal obligations - but what I 
wonder is this: What relevance do such laws 
and values have for us today, in early 21st 
century America and for our secular politi
cal world? 

For example, Jewish law specifies that the 
community can compel its members to con
tribute to build a mikveh, a ritual bath. Also, 
we are obligated to bury our dead. And we 
_have various obligations to care for those in 
need, whether leaving the corners of fields or 
returning money. 

Can we learn any secular lessons from 
this? Perhaps that good societies and good 
governments should act likewise? Or, do we 
learn no lessons and instead conclude that 
these are matters for volunteer organizations 
and irrelevant to the mandate and proper 
role of secular government? 

On the one hand, can a traditional Jewish 
perspective tolerate a society, a wealthy one, 
where millions of individuals go without 
health insurance and without access to basic 
healthcare? On the other hand, does a tra
ditional Jewish perspective suggest that we 
ought to trust government officials more 
than individuals to spend money wisely in 
securing aicess to healthcare or in other 
areas? 

And what if government intervention 
works? What if, for example, universal 
healthcare improved quality and decreased 

costs and saved lives? Would this be worth 
the sacrifice of some freedom? Is there any 
analogy to laws restricting smoking (on air
planes, say), insomuch as secondhand smoke 

"Can a traditional 
Jewish perspective 

tolerate a society where 
millions of individuals 
go without access to 
basic healthcare?" 

harms non-smokers? Also there, do we not 
sacrifice some freedom for a benefit in pre
serving health and lives? · 

And what of government regulation? Of 
protecting the water supply? Or of prev~nt
ing and punishing consumer fraud? 

What if a libertarian society, with a maxi
mal emphasis on individual freedom, would 
lead to chaos, to an increasing gap between 
the wealthy and the poor? What if the free 
market leads to monopolization rather than 
sustained competition, or to companies sac
rificing health and safety for a quick profit? 

I used to be something of a libertarian and 

a fan of Ayn Rand. But at a certain point I 
became uncertain why individual rights have 
any stronger philosophical or moral founda
tion than the needs of the community. 

From a secular orientation, I do not see 
why one or the other has a greater claim 
upon us. Why should the beliefs of Rand or 
her opponents compel us to agreement? 

And yet, from a religious perspective, 
particularly from the perspective ofJudaism 
and Jewish tradition and law, perhaps Rand 
was mistaken and Levinas correct - that the 
fact that we are, indeed, "Not Alone" binds 
us in a moral sense, and not only in a reli
gious community but in a broader sense, as 
members of a secular polity and society? 

Alan Krinsky works in healthcare quality 
improvement and lives in Providence; he also 
biogs at www.hujfingtonpost.com. Contact him 
at adkrinsky@netz.ero.net. 

Editor's Note: The Jewish Voice & Herald 
thanks Alan Krinsky for his years of service as 
a columnist far the newspaper. Ihis is his last 
column. Later this winter, Sam Lehman-Wilzig's 
cOlumn will run every issue; in the inten·m, we 
will run guest opeds. 

Thank you, again, Alan, for your thoughtful 
contributions to the paper! 

Mission of The Jewi.sh Voice & HeraM 

TIE MISSION of The Jewish 
oice & Herald is to communicate 

J wish news, ideas and ideals by 
connecting and giving voice to the diverse 

views of the Jewish community in Rhode 
Island and Southeastern Massachusetts, 
while adhering to Jewish values and the 
professional standards of journalism. 

wwwjvhri.org 
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Why are Jewish 
young people 

deferring adulthood? 
Bv SYLVIA BARACK FISHMAN 

WALTHAM, Mass. CTTA) 
"Why are so many people in their 
20s taking so long to grow up?" 
Robin Marantz Henig asked that 
question in Ihe New York Times 
Magazine ("The Post-Adolescent, 
Pre-Adult, Not-Qµite-Decided 
Life Stage," Aug. 22). Lori Got
tlieb urged reluctant single women 
to "Marry Him: The Case for 
Settling for Mr. Good Enough" 
in 1he Atlantic Monthly (March 
2008), later a book. Economist 
Sylvia Ann Hewlett advised revis
ing 'priorities in Creating a Life: 
What Every Woman Needs to Know 
About Having a Baby and a Career, 
published in 2002. 

What provokes these personal 
questions and their subtext of 
alarm? 

Studies show more Americans 
aged 25 to 34· are unmarried than 
married,Justin Wolfers reported.in 
a New York Times op-ed (Oct. 13). 

Postponements may reflect 
delays in assuming adulthood 
itself In 1960, 77 percent of 
American women and 65 percent 
of men younger than 30 accom
plished five sociological milestones 
of adulthood - "completing school, 
leaving home, becoming finan
cially independent, marrying and 
having a child" - Henig writes. 
Today, fewer than half of women 
and one-third of men match that 
fully adult profile. Now, American 
young adults go back to school, 
compete for unpaid internships or 
serve in the Peace Corps. 

Delayed family formation has 
special resonance for American 
Jews, I found ,in my interview
based study of American Jewish 
leaders in their 20s and 30s funded 
by the Avi Chai foundation. A 

AN OUTSIDER'S PERSPECTIVE 

. Risi~ aversion is risky business 
third of American Jewish women average (2.7) than American fami- ity. 
and more than half of men aged 25 lies (1.7). "I would like nothing better 
to 34 are unmarried. Many interviewees urged care in than to have had children by this 

Marriage and children are choosing life partners and parent- point," said a 38-year old woman, 
"simply not talked about," said a hood. Some linked postponement "but I don't." 
recently married social entrepre- to parental divorce. But others said Mahon Hadar's co-founder 
neur, age 33. delays also can generate disap- Rabbi Ethan Tucker provided per-

Even more startling: "We're very pointment, especially for women. spective. While in Israel studying 
afraid to talk about these issues When men marry in their 30s for rabbinical ordination, he and 
with each other" because "people and 40s, they often choose younger his wife had their second chilc;I 
worry about seeming judgmental." women (and sometimes non-Jew- at age 31 and felt like "laggards" 

My respondents were uneasy ish women), leaving women their because others their age had three 
about giving up opportunities age with fewer choices. or four. 
before defining one's own path. Statistics since the 1980s show Back in New York, they found 

Many said adults should achieve Jewish women with advanced that "none of our friends even had 
self-understanding before com- degrees expect two or more chil- one kid, and many were not mar-
rnitting to sustained relationships. dren, but have fewer. Despite ried." The typical "alpha" marriage 
A young male rabbi said there is reproductive medicine and more story was marriage in the late 20s 
little or no "peer pressure to get single mothers by choice, later or early 30s followed by years of 
married" in college, and we feel we marriage or non-marriage is often waiting before starting a family. 
have "permission to take some time correlated with unwanted infertil- "If you wait until you have 
to find out who we are before we 
lock ourselves into a life partner." 

found yourself before you take on 
responsibilities," he said, "you find 
a different self than if you have 
responsibilities." 

The lived Jewishness of young 
American Jews has been trans
formed by sweeping postponement 
of marriage and childbearing, 
which often delay Jewish connec
tions, as well as personal goals. 

However, this postponement is 
seldom researched or discussed. 
The issues are sensitive, but avoid
ing them helps no one. The will
ingness to open a conversation 
is yet another risk worth taking. 

Sylvia Barack Fishman, chair of 
the N ear Eastern and Judaic Stud
ies Department at Brandeis Uni
versity, is the author of seven books. 

The paper 
Serious d~ting and marriage car

ried the connotation of narrowing 
options. 

Many note the influence of edu
cation, occupational achievement, 
contraception, cohabitation and 
economic conditions. But fear of 
risking romantic mistakes also 
plays an important role. 

Letters 
Kissinger's remarks about Jews 

are abhorrent pleases Perlow 
American could think, much less ~ WERE delighted IWAS APPALLED and 

horrified to hear Henry 
Kissinger's remarks to Rich

ard Nixon now revealed by the 
recently released Nixon tapes: 

utter such despicable words, espe- . o read the great arti-
cially a Jew who, with his family, e in the newspaper 

In my interviews, single women 
in their 30s explained "deal break
ers," including prior marriage or 
young children. Singles revised 
lists of desirable qualities, so they 
wouldn't "waste time" on individu
als who don't measure up. 

Large networks of singles make 
singlehood normative. An artist 
in her late 30s criticized, "Every
thing in America is about choice. 
That's what Americans are used to, 
whether it's food or shul or online 
dating." 

In contrast, the artist said, 
"Israelis tend to gravitate towards 
forming families. It's very impor
tant." 

Indeed, sociologist Sergio Della 
Pergola showed that hiloni (irreli
gious) Israelis say ideal family size 
is three to four children per family, 
and Israelis have one more child on 

"The emigration of Jews from the 
Soviet Union is not an objective of 
American foreign policy," Kiss
inger said. "And if they put Jews 
into gas chambers in the Soviet 
Union, it is not an American 
concern. Maybe a humanitarian 
concern." 

One wonders how any Jew or 

left Nazi Germany to escape per- about our family's aliyah ("One 
secution and who sought refuge in failed aliyah," and the accompa
the United States. nying story, ''Aliyah creates name 

If there 'is such a thing as "meet- change and more," in the Dec. 10 
ing one's Maker," I would not issue). 
want to be Henry Kissinger! Andy recently informed us 

Harry Harrison 
White Plains, NY 
(Harrison grew up 

in Rhode Island) 

New set of Ten Commandments 

that some Arabs lit some fires. 
The Arabs apparently cheered 
when they saw the fires being 
fanned by the winds. Andy and 
many others spent four days 
fighting them. 

1he Jewish Voice & H erald is a 
most valuable source of informa
tion for the Jewish community 
to keep in touch with each other 
and world Jewry. I remember, 
when we lived in Rhode Island 
the first time, that there were 
two Jewish papers. They had 
mainly only gossip or announce
ments. 

I have a one-word response to 
Archie Gottesman's piece 
("Another Ten Command

ments," on the op1ruon pages 
of the Dec. 10 issue) outlining 

the new Ten Commandments: 
AMEN! 

Andrea (Cohen} Reiser 
Westport, Conn. 

Bialys redux 
Bread and a Lost World, by Mimi 
Sheraton (published by Broadway 
Books in 2000). It makes fun 
reading and gives a good descrip
tion about the history ofbialys. 

AviNevel 
Providence 

I look forward to receiving the 
paper, and I read it from cover 
to cover, as do my friends. It has 
timely and thoughtful articles, 
besides the calendar, etc. Keep 
up the good work. 

INCREMENTAL improvements m:ay 
be good enough 

IN RESPONSE TO Dr. 
Thomas Breslin's desire to 
know more about bialys (His 

letter to the editor, "Bagels are 
fine, but bialys are better," in the 
Nov. 26 issue), I suggest he read 
The Bialy Eaters: the Story of a 

Cookies at URI Hillel 

Ruth Perlow 
Norton, Mass. 

From Page 4 

Baby steps - whether it's decid
ing to change the way you eat, get
ting more exercise, quitting one 
bad habit or taking up one good 
one - are the way to ease into 
making changes. Even if the baby 
steps don't always "stick," you can 
point to those baby steps of prog
ress and say, "I did it once [or twice 

or even three times], so I should be 
able to do it ~gain." 

Watch a toddler as she learns 
how to crawl, then walk and finally 
run. It's a powerful reminder that 
our own processes of maturation 
sometimes demand that we take 
one step forward, two steps back. 
We just have to start. 

What baby steps will you take 
today? 

Errata 
The "We are Read" caption 
accompanying the pictuse of 
Harold and Reva Isserlis in the 
Dec. 10 issue of 1he Jewish Voice 

& Herald incorrectly identified 
the couple as residents of Cran
ston. They are residents of the 
East Side of Providence. 

TIE STUDENTS at URI 
illel would like to thank 

The Jewish Voice & Herald 
for the gelt-y pleasures cookie recipe 
in the Nov 26 issue, just in time for 
our Hanukkah party on the first 
night of Hanukkah, Dec. 1. 

We baked the cookies in the 
afternoon and more than 70 stu
dents enjoyed them that evening 
at the party. Nutella and chocolate 
gelt - what an awesome combina
tion! 

Jacob Harris 
Kingston 

Harris, a sophomore at URI, is 
also a URI Hillel student board 
member 

wwwjvhri.org 

URI STUDENTS Drew Segerman, Gina Sloman and 
Jacob Harris bake up a storm. 
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Pay Campaign pledges 
before 2011 

Funds still available 
in $100,000 

matching grant 
B Y C HRIS P AHKER 

Cparker@JFRI.org 

PROVIDENCE -The lay lead
ers and volunteers of the 2011 
Annual C ommunity Campaign 
urge donors to pay their pledges 
before Dec. 31. Giving the gift 
of tzedakah (charity) helps to 
repair the lives of those in need, 
and enhances Jewish lives here 
in Rhode Island, in Israel and 
around the world. Thanks to a 
$100,000 matching grant, any 
new gifts and gift increases will 
be matched dollar for dollar, 
doubling the impact of your 
donation. 

Gifts paid by Dec. 31 may 
be tax deductible on your 2010 
taxes. 

There are many ways to pay 
your Campaign pledge: 

•Online 
To pay an existing pledge 

online, or to make and pay a new 
pledge, please _visit www.JFRI. 
org. All online payments must 
be made on or before Friday, 
Dec. 31, to receive a 2010 tax 
deduction. 

• Telephone payments 
To pay by phone, please 

call M ichele Gallagher, cam-

paign operations manager, at 
421-4111, ext. 165 no later than 
5 p.m. on Thursday, D ec. 30. 

•Check 
To pay by check (made pay

able to the Jewish Federation of 
Rhode Island), mail it to JFRl, 
130 Sessions St., Providence, 
RI 02906. All checks must be 
dated and postmarked no later 
than Friday, D ec. 31 to receive a 
2010 tax deduction. Checks may 
also be dropped off at our offices 
at the address above. 

• Stock Transfer Payments 
Stocks t ransferred into 

the JFRI account by an out
side brokerage must be in our 
account by Thursday, D ec. 30. 
For our account information 
and instructions, please con
tact Manny daRosa at 421-4111, 
ext. 167. 

• Credit Card Payments 
Mailed-in payments must be 

received at our offices by Thurs
day, D ec. 30. 

If you have any questions 
regarding the status of your 
account, please contact Michele 
Gallagher at 421-4111, ext. 165 
or mgallager@JFRl.org. 

Thank you for your kindness 
and generosity. W e hope you 
have a happy, healthy and pros
perous 2011. 

Chris Parker is the director of 
marketing and communications. 

The IRA Charitable Rollover 
provision extended 

Bv CHRIS P ARKER 

cparker@JFRI.org 

TIE IRA Charitable 
ollover provision has 
een extended to allow 
dividuals 70-and-1/2 

years and older to transfer tax-free 
up to $100,000 per year from their 
Individual Retirement Account 
(IRA) to a qualified charity. 

This means that donors may be 
able to use their IRA to make a gift 
to our Annual Community Cam
paign. To take advantage of this 
provision for 2010, donors must act 
quickly. The government is allow
ing any distribution made by Feb. 
1, 2011 to count towards the 2010 
required minimum distribution. 
Donors can also make an additional 
distribution in 2011. 

The benefits are: 
• IRA distributions directly to 

charities are not treated as a taxable 
distribution (but donors would not 
receive a charitable deduction for 
the distribution amount); 

• D onors are able to remove tax
able assets from their estate; 

• Gifts qualify for IRA required 
minjmum distributions; 

• The generosity of a gift like this 
to out Annual Community Cam
paign helps Jews when they need it 
most; 

• New and increased gifts to out 
Annual Community Campaign are 
eligible for matching funds - creat
ing twice the impact. 

The requirements include: 
• Distributions can only be made 

to qualified charitable organizations 
such as the Jewish Federation of 
Rhode Island; 

• Distributions must be made 
directly to the charitable organiza
tion through the plan administrator; 

• IRA charitable rollover dis
tributions may not be made to a 
philanthropic/donor advised funds, 
supporting foundation, split interest 
trust or charitable gift annuity. 

Given the potential benefits, 
donors may want to act quickly. 
The Jewish Federation urges donors 
to contact their legal and financial 
advisors to determine if this type 
of donation is appropriate for them. 
This notice is not to be construed as 
legal or financial advice. If you have 
questions for our staff, please con
tact Carol Breault at 421-4111, ext. 
166. 
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From left, Lawrence Hershoff, Susan Leach DeBlasio, Barbara Sokoloff, Jamie Pious, Steven Shalansky, 
Douglas Emanuel and Doris Feinberg review materials at the Dec. 14 inaugural meeting 

of the Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode Island board. 

New leaders for Jewish Alliance of 
Greater Rhode Island 

Group holds 
inaugural meeting 

on Dec. 14 

B, V OICE & Hf; HALD STAFF 

voiceherald@JFRI.org 

PROVIDENCE - With changes 
underway, the ancient Chinese 
proverb, "M ay you live in interest
ing times," seems fitting for our 
Jewish community. 

M erging three agencies into one 
and selecting officers and board 
members for the new agency, the 
Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode 
Island, have afforded engaged 
members of the community "inter
esting times." 

With a maximum of 32 mem
bers, this new Alliance board will 
ably represent the three merging 
agencies - the Jewish Federa
tion of Rhode Island, the Bureau 
of Jewish E ducation of Rhode 
Island and the Jewish Community 
Center of Rhode Island - and the 
Jewish community at large. While 

the size of the new board precludes 
including all the existing agencies' 
board members, the Alliance's 
new governance structure includes 
committees that will require active 
and engaged participation, thus 
offering many opportunities for 
energetic members of the Jewish 
community to carry out the Alli
ance's critically important work. 

On Dec. 7, Sharon Gaines, chair 
of the Integration Committee, 
named the fi rst officers and direc
tors of the Alliance: 

Richard Licht will serve as 
the board chair (not the board 
president - the title of the JFRl's 
most senior lay leader); James 
("Jamie") Pious as Vice Chair 
for C ommunity Development, 
Susan Leach DeBlasio as Vice 
Chair for Communications, 
Sharon Gaines as Vice Chair for 
F inancial Resource D evelopment, 
D ouglas ,Emanuel as Vice Chair 
for Jewish Life and Learning, 
Barbara Sokoloff as Vice C hair 
for Governance; and Lawrence 
H ershoff as Treasurer/ Secretary. 

M embers of the board are: M elvin 
Alperin, N eil Beranbaum, Diane 
D ucoff, D oris Feinberg, H arold 
Foster, M arisa Garber, Alan 
Hassenfeld, H ope H irsch, Bonnie 
Steinberg Jennis, A lan Litwin, 
Ralph Posner, Jay Rosenstein, 
M arilyn Rueschemeyer, Michael 
Schaffer, Steven Shalansky, Lisa 
Shorr, Rabbi Peter Stein, Robert 
Stolzman, Samuel Suls, Cheryl 
Greenfeld Teverow, Jeffrey Vogel 
and D avid Yavner. 

Gaines hopes that the Alliance 
and its leadership will "go from 
strength to strength, and that we 
can help this community reach its 
potential," regardless of the leader
ship role each person might assume 
in 2011 and beyond. 

The new board will be officially 
installed and former leaders will 
be recognized at a special event on 
Jan. 30 at 3 p.m. at the Social H all, 
401 Elmgrove Ave., Providence. 
The event, where we will celebrate 
the promise of our Jewish commu
nity's future, is free and open to the 
community. 

Get in shape for the New Year 
]-Fitness winter 

memberships avai/,able 

Bv CHRIS P ARKER 

cparker@jFRI.org 

PROVIDENCE Want to 
improve your outlook and reduce 
your pants size this winter? 
Try working out on a regular 
basis. According to M ayo Clinic 
research, regular exercise improves 
your mood as well as your physi
cal health, strength and endur
ance. And working out with other 
people is also a great way to beat 

wwwjvhri.org 

the winter doldrums. 
This winter, ]-Fitness center 

at the JCC is offering a special 
three-month membership start
ing at S175 for individuals, in an 
effort to boost the mental and 
physical health of our community. 
The membership includes use of 
the (heated) indoor pool, exercise 
classes like Z umba, yoga and spin
ning and use of the state-of-the
art cardio and strength training 
equipment. Everyone is welcome, 
and all classes are customi'zed to 
help make people of all fitness 
levels comfortable. Personal train
ers are also on hand to answer 

questions, and if you want to create 
a customized work out, they are 
available for hire - and members 
pay discounted rates. 

To learn more about this w inter 
membership special, contact Tamarah 
at 861-8800, ext. 116, or ttravers@ 
jccri.org. She will be glad to give you a 
tour, and a free pass to see ijf-Fitness 
might be just what you need. 

1he Jewish Community Center, 
Jewish Federation and Bureau of 
Jewish Education are now the Jewish 
Alliance of Greater Rhode Island. 
] -Fitness is a p rogram of the Alliance. 

--
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What camp options are available this summer? 
Jewish camps offer 

wide array 
of choices 

BY W ENDY ]DERING 

wjoering@JFRl.org 

ALTHOUGH THE 
letter that appears 
below is from someone 
who will soon relocate 

to Rhode Island, we realized that 
there are long- and short-term 
residents who may not be aware 
of all the summer camp options 
available. This information might 
kick-start your summer planning! 

Dear Wendy, 
We will be moving to Rhode 

Island right after the school year 
ends, and we would like our chil
dren - ages 3, 6 and 10 - to have 
a camp experience, preferably 
Jewish, so they can meet children 
once we arrive. We are looking for 
day camp for my two younger chil
dren; we are not sure yet about 
our oldest, but we are thinking 
about overnight camp. What are 
my options in Rhode Island? 

Thank you! 

Moving from Arizona 

Dear Arizona: 
Thank you for contacting me! 

There are wonderful options for 
your entire family in Rhode Island! 

I sat down with Ronni Guttin, 
the director of Camp JORI, to 
find out more. In existence since 
1937, Camp JORI offers a day 
camp experience for children ages 
6 - 9, and overnight camp for chil
dren ages 7 - 15. JORI offers such 
activities as fishing, boating, arts 
and crafts, archery, ropes, swim
ming - in two pools or a lake 
- and evening activities of bon
fires, cookouts and more. Dietary 

B l7~~~ observed at 

-c; 

After 
speaking 

to a parent 
with four chil
dren who will all 
attend JORI next 
summer, I real
ize that the camp 
offers far more 
than typical camp 
programming. 
JORI offers an 
incredibly nurtur
ing environment 

Exceptional Israel programs 

for exceptional Jewish teens 
Application deadlines 

fast approaching 

BY LARRY KATZ 

lkatz@bjeri.org THE BRONFMAN 
Youth Fellowships and 
the International Sci
ence Institute are two 

unique and highly focused Israel 
study/travel programs. The Bron
fman Foundation selects a diverse 
group of 26 North American 
high school students who have 
just completed their junior year 
for a five-week, all-expenses paid 
fellowship to Israel. On that pro
gram, students encounter the land 
and people of Israel, study major 
issues in contemporary Jewish life, 
meet with some of Israel's most 
influential figures and learn about 
themselves and each other. 

Bronfman chooses participants 
solely on merit, looking for stu
dents who demonstrate excellence 
in a variety of ways: Intellectual 
curiosity and accomplishment, 
response to challenge and lead
ership among peers and within 
established organizations. Striv
ing to create a diverse community, 
the program looks for participants 
from a wide range of Jewish back
grounds, including those with no 
prior Jewish education. 

The application deadline is Jan. 

20 for the program, which runs 
from June 28 to Aug. 3, 2011. The 
program will continue with a fall 
seminar in New York City and 
other alumni activities scheduled 
throughout the year. Interested 
Jewish students can find more 
information at www.bronfman. 
org. 

The Weizmann International 
Science Institute is looking for 75 
highly talented science students, 
who graduate high school in the 
spring of 2011, to gather at the 
Institute for a month this summer. 
The first three weeks are spent 
working in the campus laborato
ries, where the work combines the 
explorations of problems in the 
fields of biology, chemistry, phys
ics and mathematical and com
puter sciences, with instruction in 
the use of sophisticated laboratory 
equipment and experimental pro
cedures. The program's final week 
is based at a field school in the 
Judean Desert. The program runs 
from July 4 - 29 with an application 
deadline of March 1. Interested 
students should contact Debbie 
Calise at debbie@acwis.org. 

For more information about an 
upcoming Israel Travelers' Fair, Israel 
travel programs or financial aid, con
tact Larry Katz, BJE associate execu
tive director, at 331-0956, ext. 179 or 
lkatz@bjeri.org. 

for children of all abilities; it will 
provide additional services and 
personalized approaches to ensure 
that each child has the best pos
sible individual experience, while 
enjoying communal living in a 
safe, family-oriented environment. 
Camping registration is in two
week increments up to seven-and
one-half weeks. 

The Jewish Community Cen
ter's J-Camp offers day camp expe
riences for children from toddlers 
to "tweens," and a counselor-in
training (CIT) program. J-Camp 
is the base camp that has a little 
bit of everything. Specialty camps 
offer free swim daily and J-Camp 
has swim lessons three times a 
week. Campers attending some of 
the specialty camps go on weekly 
field trips. The J-Camp allows you 
to register your children for spe
cific weeks - so if your family will 
be away, you don't have to sign up 
for that week. In a safe and nur
turing environment, children can 
explore many different specialty 
camp opportunities. Be sure to 
read more about J-Camp on page 
25, "J-Camp heats up for the 
summer." 

The Chabad of West Bay in 
Warwick also offers a day camp, 
and Torah Day Camp is based out 
of the Providence Hebrew Day 

School. 
If your child is going to over

night camp for the first time, 
the Jewish Federation of Rhode 
Island, in partnership with the 
Foundation for Jewish Camp, is 
offering a limited number of first
time camper incentive grants for 
campers who live in greater Rhode 
Island. See the article, "One 
Happy Camper. . . ," on page 9, for 
more information on the incentive 
grant program. 

Some local synagogues have 
programs to assist their members 
with camping opportunities. For 
example, Congregation Agudas 
Achim has a relationship with 
Camp JRF in Jenkintown, Penn., 
Temple Emanu-El has a relation
ship with the Ramah camps, and 
Temple Beth-El has a relationship 
with URJ camps. If you're inter
ested in having your child attend a 
denominational camp, check with 
your synagogue to see whether 
they have relationships with cer
tain camps. 

If you'd like more information, 
you can contact me, and I will con
nect you to the appropriate person. 

Contact information ,for local 
camps: 

Camp Gan Israel 
Chabad of West Bay, rabbi@ 

rabbiwarwick.com, 884-7888 

CampJORI 
Ronni Guttin, ronni@campjori. 

com, 463-3170 

J-Camp 
Shannon Boucher, sboucher@ 

jccri.org, 831-8800, ext. 147 

Torah Day Camp 
331-1448 

Wendy ] oering is the community 
concierge far the greater Rhode Island 
Jewish community. Contact her at 
421-4111, ext. 169 or wjoering@ 
JFRI. org. 

1he Jewish Community Center, 
Jewish Federation and Bureau of 
Jewish Education are now the Jewish 
Alliance of Greater Rhode Island. 
] -Camp is a program of the Alliance 
and Camp JORI is a partner agency 
of the Alliance. 

Editor's Note: Be sure to check the 
camp pages, 19-25, to read more 
about summer camp experiences! 

Making music at 
Providence Hebrew Day School 

School offers two 
different musical 

programs 

BY MIRIAM E STHER WEINER 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

PROVIDENCE - As part 
of Providence Hebrew Day 
School's (PHDS) continuing 
efforts to provide a variety of 
educational opportunities for 
its students, this year the school 
offers two different after-school 
band options. Both groups meet 
once a week for an hour-long 
session under the direction of 
Norman Rosenfield, a music 
teacher and volunteer band 
director. 

Open to students in grades 
4-8, the beginners' "Band 
Club" is for those without any 
instrumental experience. And 
for students in grades 6-8, the 
"PHDS Band" is for those who 
have experience playing a spe
cific instrument. Students in 
the PHDS Band may join the 
Band Club if they are interested 
in learning how to play a second 
instrument. 

Both bands played recently 
at the PHDS Hanukkah per
formance on Dec. 8, and the 

wwwJvhri.org 
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her grandson's look of 
determination on his face, 
as concentrated on play
ing in public for the first 
time. And, he displayed a 
clear sense of pride when 
the Band Club finished its 
presentation. 

One PHDS Band 
member takes his clarinet 
to family gatherings to 
play songs he has learned. 
Chani Schochet, a 5th 
grade student and Band 
Club member, submitted 
her essay to Rick's Musi
cal Instrument's writing 
contest about the impor
tance of music programs 
in schools. Shochet is the 
youngest student whose 
submission was accepted 

/ Yaakov Rosenbaum for this contest; Other 

CHANI SCHOCHET contestants are middle 

PHDS Band played at the PJ 
Library Barnes & Noble event 
on Nov. 22. In addition, both 
bands are expected to play the 
national anthem at a PawSox 
game this spring, as they have in 
past years. 

PHDS students - and fami
lies - are proud of the musi
cal accomplishments . After 
the Hanukkah performance, a 
kvelling grandmother of a Band 
Club member commented on 

school and high school 
students. Her essay can be found 
on the Rick's Musical Instru
ment Web site: www.ricksmusi-
calinstruments.com. 

Miriam Esther Weiner is the 
principal of Providence Hebrew 
Day School. Contact her at 
meweiner@phds.org. 
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BEN LEVINE, of Mansfield, Mass., takes time for /atkes 
at the Midrasha Hanukkah party. 
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/Jana Brenman 
HANNAH ZURIER, in the foreground, of Providence, and Julie Penn, of Warwick (wearing glasses), 

prepare latkes in Temple Ema nu-El's kitchen for the Midrasha school-wide Hanukkah party 
on Sunday, Dec. 5. 

What's in it for me? 
Innovative 

opportunities for teens 
to explore Judaism 

BY JANA BR ENMAN 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

PROVIDENCE - On Sunday, 
Jan. 9, from 10 a.m. - noon, the 
Harry Elkin Midrasha Commu
nity Jewish High School of Rhode 
Island ("Midrasha") will host an 
open house for all Jewish teens in 

grades 8 - 12, in greater Rhode 
Island, regardless of affiliation or 
synagogue membership. The event 
will be held at the Jewish Alliance 
of Greater Rhode Island, 401 Elm
grove Ave., in Providence. 

At the open house, visiting 
students can take micro-lessons, 
engage in short workshops and 
socialize with other teens, includ
ing current Midrasha students. 

The mission of Midrasha - to 
promote Jewish values -that will be 
woven into meaningful life experi
ences - permeates the classes. 

Midrasha's faculty members, 
who include professional educa
tors and rabbis, achieve this mis
sion in several ways, as they actively 
engage with and challenge teens: 
They examine ethical dilemmas 
facing teenagers today, review pop
ular Israeli music and films, analyze 
current media trends, converse in 
Hebrew and wrestle with classical 
and modern texts. 

Midrasha is a great way to 
develop new friendships, share 
meaningful experiences and have 
fun in a supportive, inclusive 

atmosphere. Midrasha holds class 
periods on Sunday mornings, and 
each class period offers five or six 
different course options. In addi
tion, Midrasha offers internships 
and independent study opportuni
ties, and programs that incorporate 
travel and intensive learning. 

Our Midrasha is commit
ted to working with each student 
to design an individual personal 
schedule, and all our classes and 
programs strive to provide students 
with a deeper commitment to Juda
ism and to Israel, and to a richer 

understanding of their Jewish iden
tity. 

Bring a friend and j oin us on Jan. 9! 
H ear about our programs and oppor
tunities, meet some new people and 
have some fan w ith us at Midrasha. 

For information, contact Jana 
Brenman, director of teen education, 
jbrenman@bjeri.org or 331-0956, 
ext. 181. 

1he Jewish Federation, Jewish 
Community Center and Bureau of 
Jewish Education are now the Jewish 
A !!iance of Greater Rhode Island. 

'One Happy Camper' incentive grants still available 
Offering children a 
summertime Jewish 

experience 
BY CLAIRE ROCHE 

croche@bjeri.org 

PROVIDENCE - Do you have 
a child going to a Jewish over
night camp for the first time this 
summer? If so, then consider 
applying for a first-time camper 
incentive grant. The Jewish Fed
eration of Rhode Island OFRI), 
in partnership with the Founda
tion for Jewish Camp (FJC), is 
offering a limited number of first
time camper incentives grants of 
up to Sl,000 per camper. 

As the program name suggests, 
the purpose of these grants is to 
encourage parents to send their 
children for a first-time, overnight 
camp experience. The leaders of 
our greater Rhode Island Jewish 

community believe in the short
and long-term impact and value 
of a Jewish camp experience, and 
share FJC's goal of increasing the 
number of kids having just such 
an experience. 

There are some restrictions on 
the grant. Applicants must be 
attending overnight camp for the 
first time and for a minimum of 
18 nights. One of the goals of 
the incentive grant program is to 
provide children with a first-time 
immersive Jewish experience, so 
applicants who have attended a 
Jewish day school in the current 
academic year (2010/2011) or who 

In keeping with this view, 
the Community Development 
Committee (CDC) of the JFRI 
allocated funds to support this 
initiative. Linn Freedman, imme
diate past chair of the Jewish 
Life and Learning subcom-
mittee of the CDC, says, FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CAMP 
"Support for Jewish camping 
is an increasingly high pri
ority in our community, and 
the partnership with FJC is 
a win-win. This is a match
ing grant program, with FJC 
matching our local resources 
dollar-for-dollar for this 
summer, so we maximize our 
community's resources while 
helping children experience their 
first summer at overnight camp." 

will attend a Jewish day school in 
the academic year immediately 
following (2011/2012) camp are 

wwwjvhri.org 

not eligible. 
The camp the child will attend 

must be a Jewish camp, and the 
child must already be registered at 
a qualifying camp before a grant 
application can be considered. 
The list of qualifying camps now 
numbers more than 155, includ
ing Camp JORI, so no doubt, 
there is a camp that will fit any 
child's needs and will meet any 

amily's goals. 
Grants are not needs-based, 

o there are no financial quali
cations. Additionally, there 
e a limited number of grants 

· !able and applications will 
e processed on a first-come, 
rst-served basis until the cap is 
ached. 
The application is quite simple 

nd doesn't take long to com
plete. To apply for an incentive 
grant, parents can go to the FJC 

Web site: www.onehappycam
per.org. Once an application has 

been submitted online, a JFRI 
staff person will review it, and the 
child's enrollment in a qualifying 
camp will be verified before an 
application can be approved for 
_processing. When an application 
has been approved, grant funds 
will be distributed directly to the 
camp on behalf of the camper. 

For more information on the 
incentive grant, contact Claire 
Roche at 421-4111, ext. 185 or 
croche@bjeri.org. 

Claire Roche is the senior plan
ning associate at the Jewish Federa
tion of R hode Island and director of 
operations at the Bureau of Jewish 
Education of Rhode Island. 

1he Jewish Federation, Jewish 
Community Center and Bureau 
of Jewish E ducation are now the 
Jewish A!!iance of Greater R hode 
Island. 

, I 
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'If you can't reach them, you can't teach them' 
The significance of 
Jewish education 

B v BH IAN SU LLI VAN 

bsullivan@JFRI. org 

NARRAGANSETT "I've 
been involved in Jewish educa
tion for more than 40 years," said 
Ethan Ad ler, education director 
at South County Hebrew School. 
"Throughout the years, I've real
ized the importance of Jewish 

identity, and I know that Jewish 
education leads to Jewish iden
tity." 

The tradition of Jewish educa
tion goes back to biblical times. 
One of the basic obligations of 
Jewish parents is to provide for 
the instruction of their children , 
as set forth in the ve-ahavta para
graph following the Sberna Yis
rael: "These words, which I am 
commanding you today, shall 
be on your heart. Teach them 
thoroughly to your children and 

• We exercise our pups daily and socialize our pups 
with other puppies and customers. 

• All our puppies come from professional breeders who 
raise healthy adult dogs and puppies. 

• We offer a health warrantee with all our pets & 
complementary grooming with the purchase of a pup 
and discounted grooming thereafter. 

289 Cowessett Avenue Suite 8 Cowessett Plaza 
82 1-1288 or www.adogstalcboutiquc.com 

EMERGENCY 
SHELTER FUND 
WINTER 2010-2011 

Rhode Island is facing an unprecedented 
need for emergency shelter. The Jewish 
community of Rhode Island is responding 
with the Emergency Shelter Fund. 

Please help-your gift will be used to keep 
a family out of the cold this winter. 

100% of the proceeds will be used to 
provide shelter, food and clothing. 

To donate, go to www.JFRl.org and look 
for the "Emergency Shelter Fund" icon. 

Or, send a check to: 
Jewish Federation of Rhode Island 
130 Sessions Street 
Providence, RI 02906 
Please write "Emergency Shelter Fund" 
in the memo line. 

The Jewish Federation 

of Rhode Island is now 

Jewish Alliance 
OF GREATE R RHODE ISLAN D 

Together, we are stronger. 

all segments of the com
munity," said C laire Roche, 
senior planning associate 
for the Jewish Federation of 
Rhode Island. 

The Jewish Alliance 
of Greater Rhode Island 
is the new name for the 
combined Jewish Federa
tion, the Jewish Commu
nity Center and Bureau 
of Jewish Education. The 
Alliance is responsible for, 
among other things, the 
Annual Community Cam
paign and the allocations 
process that sustains more 
than 300 programs and 
services that support and 
enhance Jewish life here in 

/Cou rtesy/Adlerfamily Rhode Island, in Israel and 
ETHAN ADLER 

speak of them whi le you sit in 
your home, while you walk on the 
way, when you lie down and when 
you rise up." 

Approximately 40 percent 
of the money raised each year 
through the Annual Commu
nity Campaign is allocated to 
strengthen and ensure the con
tinuation of Jewish heritage 
through education. "Jewish edu
cation is a life-long enterprise 
and there are many ways ih'which 
people might choose to express 
their Judaism. We reach out to 

wwwjvhri.org 

globally. 
"As we all work together 

to bring Jewish education to 
families and to help them to 

realize that we are all part of one 
larger community," said Adler, "it 
speaks to an important dictum 
that we have, 'Kol Yisrael arevim 
zeh bazeh' which loosely trans
lates to 'A ll of us are responsible 
for one another."' 

Ad ler continued, "Our ability 
to reach out and educate so many 
people in our community - not 
only the young folks through 
various preschools and other pro
grams, but also the elders in our 
community, is possible - because 

"The tradition of 
Jewish education 

goes back to biblical 
times." 

of our community." 
One of the driving forces behind 

Jewish education in Rhode Island 
is the Annual Community Cam
paign. Last year, more than Sl.2 
million was allocated to Jewish 
life and learning programs and 
initiatives. ''Through our com
munity's efforts, donations, gen
erosity and kindness we're able 
to reach so many people. And as 
we know, if we can't reach them, 
we can't teach them," said Adler. 
"On behalf of all us that work 
towards Jewish education, we say 
thank you to you, and thank you 
to the Annual Community Cam
paign." 

7he Jewish Federation, Jewish 
Community Center and Bureau 
of Jewish Education are now the 
Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode 
Island. 

Brian Sullivan is a marketing 
associate far the Jewish Federation 
of Rhode Island. 



CALENDAR 
Friday 
Dec. 24 
Shabbat Service and Chinese 
Feast 

Temple Sinai, 30 Hagen Ave., 
Cranston 

6 p.m. - Service, dinner follows 

More info: 942-8350 

Chinese Food Shabbat 
Vegetarian Chinese buffet 
followed by services 

Congregation Agudas Achim, 
901 North Main St., Attleboro, 
Mass. 

6:15 p.m. - Buffet, 7:30 p.m. -
Service 

$15/adult; $5/child 5-12; $35/ 
family cap 

More info: office@agudasma. 
org or 508-222-2243 

Saturday 
Dec. 25 
Volunteer at Sturdy Memorial 
Hospital 

Agudas Achim members, 
friends and families volunteer 
a few hours to fill in and run 
errands at Sturdy Hospital, 
so hospital staff can 
spend Christmas with their 
families. Volunteer for an early 
shift or help later in the day; 
complimentary morning coffee/ 
snack and lunch. Call or email 
to arrange a good time. 

Sturdy Memorial Hospital, 211 
Park St., Attleboro, Mass. 

More info: David London, 
401 -383-1268 or londondavid@ 
aol.com, or Ina and Howard 
Novinsky, 508- 285-9408 or 
skybrn44@myexcel.com 

Fishel Bresler's Klezmer Ha
sidic Ensemble 

Fishel Bresler on clarinet, flute, 
mandolin and harmonica and 
Shelley Katsh on keyboard 
and accordian are joined by 
Beth Bahia Cohen on strings 
and Bob Rakalam Moses on 
percussion. 

Congregation Dhawe Shalom, 
671 East Ave., Pawtucket 

7:30-10 p.m. 

$10 adults, $7 children 

More info: www.facebook.com/ 
Fishel Bresler 

Tuesday 
Dec. 28 
Family Movie Night 

"Up" with Edward Asner, 
Christopher Plummer and 
Jordan Nagai. Enjoy the 
movie and pizza, popcorn and 
chocolate. The evening is 
sponsored by Daniel Gamm, 
Senior Financial Advisor at 
Ameriprise Financial. 

The Social Hall, 401 Elmgrove 
Ave., Providence 

6 p.m. 

$5 per person; $20 per family 

More info: 861-8800 

Wednesday 
Dec. 29 
Senior Cafe 

Topic: Enjoy a talent show. 

Social Hall , 401 Elmgrove Ave ., 
Providence 

Noon - Lunch; 12:45 p.m. -
Program 

$3 lunch donation for 60+ and 
under 60 disabled 

More info: Neal Drobnis or Lucy 
Flam at 861 -8800 ext. 107 

This location hosts a Senior 
Cafe every Wednesday and 
Friday. 

Opera in the Evening 
Dalita Getzoyan, singer and 
flutist, performs classical and 
popular music. 

The Phyllis Siperstein Tama risk 
Assisted Living Residence, 3 
Shalom Dr., Warwick 

6:30 p.m. 

More info: 732-0037 

Thursday 
Jan.6 
Jewish Community Day 
School (JCDS) Alumni Break
fast 

Enjoy a light breakfast and tour 
the school. See how much has 
changed (and how much has 
stayed the same) since you 
were a JCDS student. 

JCDS, 85 Taft Ave., Providence 

8-9:30 a.m. 

More info: Laurie Lee at 751-
2470 

Friday 
Jan.7 
Senior Cafe 

Topic: Dance therapy with Bella 
Donna Cristafulli. 

Temple Torat Yisrael, 330 Park 
Ave ., Cranston. 

11 :15 a.m. - Program; Noon -
Lunch 

$3 lunch donation for 60+ and 
under 60 disabled 

More info: Neal or Steve at 
781-1771 

This location hosts a Senior 
Cafe every weekday. 

Shabbat Alive/Shabbat Chai 
Service 

Interactive Shabbat service 
with continuous congregational 
parti cipati on combines musical 
instruments with traditional 
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FISHEL BRESLER and his Klezmer Hasidic Ensemble perform. See Dec. 25 calendar entry. 

and new melodies; new prayer 
book includes translations and 
transliterations. 

Temple Ema nu-El, 99 Taft Ave., 
Providence 

6:15 - 7:15 p.m. 

More info: 331-1616 

Shabbat Yachad in East 
Greenwich 

The guest speaker is Reverend 
Donald Anderson, executive 
minister of Rhode Island State 
Council of Churches. 

Temple Torat Yisrael, 1251 
Middle Road, East Greenwich 

6 p.m. - Shabbat Services, 7 
p.m. - Dinner 

More info: RSVP to 785-1800 

Shabbat Service: "My Dreams 
for the Future" 

Scott Turner, director of Web 
communications at Brown 
University and a weekly nature 
columnist for The Providence 
Journal, speaks on "My 
Dreams for the Future." 

Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard 
Ave., Providence 

7 p.m. 

More info: Rob Massi at 331-
6070 or Rmassi@temple-beth
el.org 

Sunday 
Jan.9 
Torat Yisrael Knit and Kvetch 

Craft for a cause. Support the 
RI Chapter of Project Linus. 
Knit, crochet or quilt; lessons 
available. 

Temple To rat Yisrael, Village 
Lower School, 2220 South 

ww:wjvhri.org 

County Trail, East Greenwich 

9 a.m. -noon 

More info: 785-1800 

Renaissance Movie Event 
"Arranged" is the story of 
friendship between two 
teachers, one an Orthodox Jew 
and the other a Muslim. 

Temple Habonim, 165 New 
Meadow Road, Barrington 

7:30 p.m. 

More info: 245-6536 

Monday 
Jan.10 
Community Knitting Circle 

Want to learn to knit or need 
help finishing a project? Join 
community members for a 
weekly evening of knitting and 
work toward a collective goal 
of donating knitted items to 
local charities. Bring needles, 
yarn, and supplies to share. 

The Jewish Alliance of Greater 
Rhode Island, 401 Elmgrove 
Ave., Providence 

6:30- 8:30 p.m. 

More info: 861-8800 

Friday 
Jan.14 
K'Tantan Shabbat 

A worship service experience 
for families with very young 
children led by Rabbi Sarah 
Mack and Debbie Waldman. 
Open to temple and non-temple 
members; Shabbat dinner 
follows the service. 

Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard 
Ave., Providence 

5:30 p.m. 

More info: Rob Massi at 331-
6070 or Rmassi@temple-beth
el.org 

Shabbat Hallelu Shabbat Shira 
Experience an uplifting musical 
Shabbat featuring Temple Beth
El musicians and a brief word 
of Torah. 

Dur music Shabbat will be 
enhanced by the performance 
of composer Ben Steinberg's 
"Z'mirot, Songs of Praise" 
for two voices, clarinet 
and keyboard. Cantor Judy 
Seplowin will be joined by 
Kathryne Jennings. 

Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard 
Ave., Providence 

6 p.m. 

More info: Rob Massi at 
331-6070 or Rmassi@ 

temple-beth-el.erg 
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'Let me keep my 
beard,' he says 
BvAoAMKREoo 

WASHINGTON (Washington 
Jewish Week/JTA) - Menachem 
Stern's bushy black beard is at the 
center of a federal court case. 

Stern, 29, a Chabad-Lubavitch 
rabbi from Brooklyn, NY, filed 
suit recently against the U.S. Army 
saying that a no-beard restriction 
violates his religious freedom. 

In January 2009, Stern had 
applied to become a chaplain in 
the Army, which has been his
torically short on Jewish spiritual 
leaders. 

That June, his application was 
accepted, according to a law
suit filed Dec. 8 in U.S. District 
Court in Washington, D.C., with 
one condition: He must shave his 
beard to comport with Army regu
lations prohibiting facial hair. 

An Orthodox Jew who is pre
vented by halakhah from shaving 
his facial hair, Stern maintains 
the Army's requirement that he 
be clean-shaven is overly burden
some and violates the Religious 
Freedom Restoration Act, as well 
as the First Amendment's Estab
lishment Clause. 

But rules are rules, the Army 
asserts, and Stern - like the 
550,000 other enlisted personnel -
must adhere to the military's strict 
regulations if he wishes to serve. 

Stern, however, argues that 
his journey through the Army's 

Chabad rabbi sues the Army 

/ Mendy Chanin 

RABBI MENACHEM STERN, with his baby, Esther, says 
serving in the Army is "my calling and mission." 

bureaucracy has revealed wide
spread contradictions in the way 
its policies are applied to service 
members. Enlistees from other 
religions, he said, have been 
granted facial hair exemptions in 
the past. 

"1 believe this is my 
calling and mission. 

1 want to get 
into the service." 

Rabbi Menacham Stern 

From the outset, Stern made it 
clear that his beard is fundamental 
to his faith. 

"By not trimming my beard, I 

represent the unadulterated view of 
the holy Torah, the way we believe 
a person should live," Stern wrote 
in his original chaplain applica
tion. "It is the strength Jews have 
retained of traditions for thou
sands of years." After submitting 
his application, Stern then filed 
a formal request to be exempted 
from shaving his facial hair, 
according to court documents. 

In his request, Stern points to 
chapter 19 of Leviticus, noting 
that, as a Chabad-Lubavitch rabbi, 
he is "strictly prohibited from 
shaving or removing" his facial 
hair "in any manner." 

On Sept. 1, 2009, the unshaven 
Stern was appointed formally as a 
reserve commissioned officer and 
instructed to complete the Chap
lain Officer Basic Course. 

The following day, however, his 

appointment was rescinded. 
A missive penned by Col. Scot

tie Lloyd, the Army's director of 
human resources and ecclesiasti
cal relations, noted that Stern's 
appointment was an "administra
tive error" wrongly sent. He did 
not qualify for active duty, Lloyd 
continued, "because of the military 
regulation prohibiting the wearing 
of beards." 

Rabbi Sanford Dresin inter
vened to advocate on Stern's behalf. 
As executive director of chaplains 
at the Aleph Institute, a group that 
certifies and provides support for 
Jewish chaplains, Dresin thought 
he could run interference. 

With just nine active duty rabbis 
serving as Army chaplains, Dresin 
believes the Army should bend its 
rule to accommodate Stern - as it 
has in the past. 

Dresin argues that the military 
is being overly rigid in its enforce
ment of the facial hair policy, as 
service members from the Muslim 
and Sikh religions have been 
granted similar exemptions. 

"D o you think that one or two 
rabbis are going to destroy good 
authority and discipline in the 
army?" Dresin rhetorically won
dered in an interview. "We are not 
asking for a blanket exemption. 
We are not asking that you change 
the regulation. We are just asking 
for equal opportunity." 

An Army spokesman said in an 
interview that the Army's guide
lines are straightforward. "W e 
consider [people] on a case-by
case basis," George Wright said. 

NATION 
Any exemption that is granted, 
Wright added, would apply during 
an explicitly delineated period of 
time, meaning that no enlistee can 
receive blanket immunity from the 
regulation. 

Moreover, no applicant can 
be granted a pass before formal 
admittance into the Army, which 
means that Stern would have to 
shave his beard first before asking 
for permission to grow it back. 

"I asked them [Army officials], 
'Do you want me to be a hypo
crite?' " Stern recalled in an inter
view. "To shave it only to grow it 
back?" 

Unruly beards, others maintain, 
are unseemly and make service 
members appear sloppy. 

"It's unbecoming really of a 
person in uniform," said Rabbi 
Marvin Bash, who served as a 
Jewish chaplain at Fort Belvoir 
in Virginia and is rabbi emeritus 
at Congregation Erz Hayim in 
Arlington, Va. 

While Bash admitted that the 
military's guidelines and policy 
for exemption can seem fuzzy, the 
beard ban itself is clear. 

"I would either say [Stern trims] 
it or he's out," Bash said, explain
ing that in his opinion, "there's no 
halakhah that says you can't trim 
the beard." 

Asked if he'd be open to trim
ming his beard, Stern was dubious. 

"I believe my beard is neat," he 
said. "I take care of it. I believe 
this is my calling and mission. 
I want to get into the service." 

A home for American Jews on Independence Mall 
New museum depicts 

our storied history 
BY L ARRY KATZ 

Special to 7he Voice & Herald 

PROVIDENCE - The new 
National Museum of American 
Jewish History, in Philadelphia, 
tells the story of our American 
Jewish community. The new 
facility - which cost some SlSO 
million - opened its doors to 
some guests before Nov. 26, the 
official opening date. 

Want to see Irving Berlin's 
piano, Justice Brandeis' cranberry 
scoop, a vial of Salk's vaccine, 
Steven Spielberg's movie camera 
from his youth, Sandy Koufax's 
glove, E stee Lauder's executive 
planner and other gems? You can 
see those iconic items, and films 
of these and other American 
Jewish leaders' lives, all capturing 
the diversity of Jewish involve
ment in American life. 

On the fourth floor, visi
tors explore the first centuries 
of Jewish life in America, then 
descend, floor by floor, to the 
second floor, where visitors con
front the choices we face today. 
Visitors are encouraged to write 
and display their observations 

about interfaith marriage, anti
Semitism, I srael and other issues. 
Nearby, visitors are invited to 
record their responses to the 
question, "What is your family's 
special tradition?" and listen to 
previously recorded answers. I 
expected to find computer access 
to allow visitors to research their 
own family history or genealogy 
in general, but it wasn't there. 

Sit in a 1950s living room to 
view scenes from "The Doris Day 

"The museum 
virtually ignores 

Jewish history 
outside the U.S., 

except as it might 
have affected 

American Jewry." 

Show" and Sammy Davis' com
mercial for Manischewitz wine. 
In another part of the museum, 
viewers can watch the late G ilda 
Radner's riff on "Saving Soviet 
jewelry Oewry) from "Saturday 
Night Live." An interview with 
an E llis Island immigration offi-

THE AMERICAN JEWISH MUSEUM features Berlin's first transposing 
piano, which is more than 100 years old. It is believed that Berlin 
used the instrument to compose "Alexander's Ragtime Band." 

cial is an interactive video, though 
not as entertaining as Radner's 
piece. 

M any exhibits included items 
intended for children. One 
entire room, offering clothing, 
books, tools and other appara
tus, encourages children to pre
tend they are settlers in the Far 
West. The Lower East Side of 
New York exhibit contains dress 
up clothes and books. I hope that 
the museum will include a "scav
enger hunt" activity to hold the 
children's interest throughout the 
rest of the exhibits. 

wwwjvhri.org 

The museum is very focused; 
it virtually ignores Jewish his
tory outside the U.S., except as 
it might have affected American 
Jewry. Israel, Soviet Jewry and 
the H olocaust are viewed solely 
from the impact they had on 
American Jewry. 

This is not a museum that 
explains Jewish holidays and life 
cycle events; instead, it includes 
religious celebrations and obser
vances only as they are practiced 
in America differently from else
where. B'nei mitzvah celebrations 
are a focus, with a special feature 

on the world's first bat mitzvah. 
The museum is organized 

chronologically; within that 
framework, most exhibits are 
topical. Some exhibits feature 
particular families and cities, 
Hollywood, feminism, civil 
rights, etc. The only philan
thropy-themed exhibit I viewed 
was the Purim Ball exhibit of the 
19th century. Rhode Islanders 
might be particularly interested 
in the exhibits of Temple Beth
El's sanctuary, and the scale 
model ofTouro Synagogue. 

The museum lacks exhibits 
about trends in art and music fol
lowed or begun by Jews as well as 
exhibits about Hadassah, ORT 
and other philanthropic Jewish 
organizations. Nevertheless, the 
museum depicts the story of the 
American Jewish experience, in a 
very focused fashion. 

Larry Katz is the associate execu
tive director of the Bureau of Jewish 
Education efR hode Island. Contact 
him at lkatz@bjeri.org. 

For more information about the 
National Museum of American 
Jewish History, call 215-923-3811 
or w ww.nmajh.org. Tickets are not 
sold on Shabbat but the museum is 
open Tuesdays through Sundays. 
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Orthodox synagogue's fourth· rumual day of learning 
Rabbis speak on 

Torah topics 
at Congregation 

Beth Sholom 
Bv ELLY LEYMAN 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

PROVIDENCE - Congregation 
Beth Sholom hosted its fourth 
annual day oflearning on Sunday, 
Nov. 14; the event was a tribute 
to the late Dr. David Gottlieb, a 
beloved synagogue member. 

Gottlieb, a world-renowned 
science and math professor and 
researcher, received many pres
tigious awards. A member of the 
National Academy of Sciences, he 
held the Ford Foundation Chair at 
Brown University. 

Torah learning was very dear to 
Gottlieb's heart, and he possessed 
an exemplary mind for Torah study 
of Torah; he studied daily with 
Rabbi E liezer G ibber of Provi
dence for 23 years. W ell-versed 
in Jewish history and mysticism 
(Kabbalah), he was described as 
a Renaissance man by his widow, 
Esty Gottlieb. 

The late P rofessor Alan Z uck
erman created the annual day of 
learning to honor those chosen as 
Hatan Torah and Hatan B'reishit, 
the two highest honors given 

J. at Simhat Torah. It lateF evolved 
into a tribute to Zuckerman, a 
dedicated and beloved synagogue 
member. A Judaic studies profes
sor at Brown University, he was 
a widely respected lecturer and a 
regular columnist with The Jewish 
Voice & Herald. 

Gottlieb's family, Esty Gottlieb, 
Adi Gottlieb, Zuki and Margalit 
Gottieb, and Sigal and Lenny 
Moise, hosted a Kiddush on Shab
bat, Nov. 13 at the synagogue, to 
commemorate his yahrzeit. 

O n Shabbat morning, the ser
vices were enhanced with the 
Torah recitation by L enny Moise, 
Shaharit prayers by Zuki Got
tlieb and special Musa/ davening 
(prayers) led by Rabbi llan Adler 
of Israel, formerly of Baltimore, 
Md. 

The Scholar-in-Residence for 
this Shabbaton weekend was 

Rabbi David Horowitz, a R osh 
Yeshiva at Yeshiva University in 
New York, who delivered an elo
quent Shabbat morning d'rashah 
(lecture) and a Saturday evening 
talk at the synagogue's M otza'ei 
Shabbat Me/ave Malka program. 

On Sunday, Nov. 14, the syna
gogue's Social Hall was filled with 
synagogue's members and friends 
who heard words of Torah from 
the three keynote speakers. 

Rabbi Eliezer Gibber, R osh 
Yeshiva of the New England Rab
binical College in Providence, 
spoke on "Lashon Nefel Al Lashon -
A Literary Study of Biblical Puns: 
An Introduction into 'Punnery' in 
Torah writing." He noted the "elo
quence of language in the text," 
which displayed the "eloquence of 
the Torah." 

Speaking of the names of the 
12 Shvatim (tribes of Israel) and 
their derivations, which are much 
more subtle than in the text, Rabbi 
G ibber noted that the Torah is 
truly a work of art, a "literary mas
terpiece." 

Rabbi David Shapi ro, Rosh 
Yeshiva (Dean) of Maimonides 
School in Brookline, Mass., 
received degrees from Yeshiva 
University of New York and Har
vard University. He has worked 
extensively in the field of Jewish 
education for more -than 30 years 
and holds the Rabbi YitzhakTwer
sky Chair in Talmllld and Jewish 
Thought at Maimonides School, 
a landmark ofJewish learning and 
tradition in New England. 

Rabbi Shapiro's topic, "Hyper
bole in Midrash for D idactic 
Purposes," a high-level learning 
experience created a meaningful 
dialogue with the audience, both 
for the seasoned student and for 
the newcomer. Leading a text
based study of the week's parashah 
(Torah reading) and Midrashim 
(commentaries), he made the les
sons relevant to life today. Rabbi 
Shapiro encouraged further 
avenues of Torah study, advising 
parents to devote time with their 
children in the study of Torah. " 

Rabbi Dr. D avid H orow
itz, a R osh Yeshiva at Rabbi Isaac 
Elchanan Theological Seminary 
(RIETS), Yeshiva University in 
New York, holds the Rabbi D avid 
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"Rabbi Gibber noted 
that the Torah is 
truly a work of 
art, a 'literary 
masterpiece."' 

From left, RABBI DAVID SHAPIRO, RABBI ELIEZER GIBBER and 
RABBI DAVID HOROWITZ, keynote speakers at Congregation 

Beth Sholom's fourth annual day of learning . 

tions and appreciation delivered by 
Dr. Michael Hein, a vice president 
of the synagogue. The event was 
called a true success by all present. 
Congregation Beth Sholom looks 
forward to continuing to provide 
the enriching Days of Learning. 

Elly Leyman, a member ef Con
gregation Beth Sholom, is a con
sultant far Judaic Resurces & 
Referrals International. Contact her 
at elly207@gmail.com. 

Lifshitz Chair in Talmud, and has 
taught at Yeshiva University since 
1988. Delivering a lecture on "The 
Essence of Hanukkah," he offered 

profound insights into our ances
tors as role models and heroes. 

Beth Sholom's Day of Learning 
began and ended with introduc-
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Kosher recipes for kids and parents 
Why not do some 

cooking- and eating 
- together? 

BY SMAHON WEI SSBURG 

Special to 7he Voice & H erald 

W 'VE PULLED 
ogether plenty 
f recipes, from 
ppetizers to des

serts and everything in between. 
These quick and easy kosher reci
pes are perfect for cold weather 
dining. Kids will love them ... who 
knows, maybe they' ll help in the 
kitchen, too. 

The following recipes are from 
Quick & Kosher: Recipes from 7he 
Bride who Knew Nothing by Jamie 
Geller, Feldheim Publishers, New 
York, 2007. 

Guacamole and chips 
Ingredients 

3 ripe Hass avocados, halved 
and pitted 

1/2 cup chunky salsa 
1 teaspoon prepared crushed 

garlic 
2-and-1/2 tablespoons fres h 

lemon juice 
l -and-1/2 teaspoons kosher salt 
Tortilla chips, for serving 

Method 

Scoop avocados out of skin, 
place in bowl and mash with fork. 

Mix in salsa, garlic, lemon juice 
and salt. 

Place in the center of a platter 
and surround with tortilla chips. 

Makes six to eight servings. 

Flanken bean soup 
(Beef porridge) 

Ingredients 

1 tablespoon olive oil 
1 (2 pound) flanken 
1 large onion, chopped 
12 cups water 
1 (6 ounce) sleeve split pea soup 

mix with spice packet 
1 (6 ounce) sleeve barley and 

lima bean soup mix with spice 

packet 
15 baby carrots 
1 teaspoon sea salt 
2 stalks celery, cut in 1/4-inch 

slices 
Method 

In a 6-quart stockpot, heat olive 
oil over medium heat. 

Rinse meat and pat dry. Season 
with salt and pepper. 

Place flanken and onion in pot 
and cook over medium heat for 
2-3 minutes until meat is lightly 
browned on both sides. 

Add remaining ingredients, 
cover and bring to boil. Skim off 
any foam that rises to the surface 
and discard. 

Reduce heat to a simmer and 
cook, uncovered, for 3 hours, 
stirring occasionally. Ladle into 
bowls and serve. 

If refrigerating overnight and 
reheating, add 1-2 cups water and 
mix well to prevent burning. 

Makes six servings. 

Roasted garlic chicken and 
baby vegetables 

Ingredients 

1 chicken, about 3-and-1/ 2 
pounds, cut into 8 pieces 

20 small fingerling potatoes 
or 10 large fingerling potatoes, 
halved 

-
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10 baby carrots 
10 baby zucchini 
10 baby red bell peppers 
3/4 cup olive oil 
2 tablespoons prepared crushed 

garlic 
1 tablespoon paprika 
1 tablespoon garlic powder 
1/ 2 tablespoon kosher salt 

Method 

Preheat oven to 375 degrees. 
Spray a roasting pan with non
stick cooking spray. 

Rinse chicken and pat dry. 
Arrange in prepared pan. 

Rinse potatoes, carrots, zuc
chini a'l-d peppers and place in, 
a medium bowl. Add oil, garlic, 
paprika, garlic powder and salt. 
Stir to mix. 

Spoon vegetable mixture into 
the roasting pan, arranging the 
vegetables under and around 
chicken. Make sure chicken skin 
is coated with oil mixture. Pour 
any extra from the bowl to cover 
the skin. 

Bake, uncovered, at 375 degrees 
for 1 hour and 25 minutes, or 
until skin is slightly browned and 
crispy. Serve immediately. 

Makes four servings. 

Baby French string beans 
wit_h slivered almonds 

Ingredients 

pound baby French string 
beans 

1 cup water 
1 tablespoon soy sauce 
1/4 cup toasted sesame oil 

1-and-1/2 cup slivered almonds 
2 tablespoons prepared crushed 

garlic 
1 tablespoon sesame seeds 
1 teaspoon sea salt 

Method 

Wash and trim stem end of 
beans. Do not trim the thin, 
elegant end. Place in a medium 
saucepan. 

Stir in remaining ingredients. 
Cover partially, allowing a bit 

of air to escape. Bring to a simmer 
over low heat and cook for 15 
minutes or until tender. 

Pour into a bowl and serve 
warm or cold. 

Makes six servings. 

Baked spicy 
sweet potato fries 

Ingredients 

3 large sweet potatoes, cut into 
1/2-inch rhick sticks 

3/4 teaspoon ground cumin 
1 teaspoon garlic powder 
2 teaspoons kosher salt 
1/8 teaspoon cayenne pepper 
1 teaspoon coarse black pepper 
1/4 cup canola oil 
Ketchup or honey mustard 

(optional) 
Method 

Preheat oven to 425 degrees. 
Lightly grease two 9 x 13-inch 
baking pans with non-stick cook-
ing spray. . 

Place ,cut potatoes in prepared 
pans. 

In a 
s m a l l 
bowl, mix 
cu min, 
g a r l i c 
powder, 
salt and 
pepper, 
a n d 
s prinkle 
over pota
toes. 

Dri zz le 
oil over 
potatoe s. 
Toss to dis
tribut e 
0 l i Ve 

oil and 
season-
i n g s 
evenly. 

Bake at 

WflwiQualil}J MaJJo& 
for YaurVinno, 

t& £2ualify, of YaurW~ 
Sfwuid T lJil,, 

Hume iimm1pr0>1r1t,e<CII \Vlvii.Jmes f1n0>m .ruroulfD<CII 11:he \\'IV<0>1rl<CII 

Ell!!lRS 
Hours: Mon-Sat 9-10, Sun 12-6 

University Marketplace• 571 North Main St• Providence 
Located next to Whole Foods 

wwwjvhri.org 

FOOD 

·435 degrees for 1 hour or until 
crunchy on the outside and tender 
on the inside. 

Serve with ketchup or honey 
mustard on the side, if desired. 

Makes four servings. 

The following recipes come 
from 7he Kosher Baker by Paula 
Shoyer, Brandei s Univers ity 
Press, 2010: · 

Pecan coffee cake 
Ingredients 

Spray oil, for greasing pan 
1/2 cup (1 stick) parve marga-

rine 
8 ounces parve cream cheese 
3 tablespoons parve sour cream 
l -and-1/4 cups sugar 
2 large eggs 
1 teaspoon pure vanilla extract 
2 cups all-purpose flour 
1 teaspoon baking powder 
1/4 teaspoon baking soda 
1/4 teaspoon salt 
1/4 cup parve plain soy milk 
2 teaspoons ground cinnamon 
1/4 cup light brown sugar 
1/2 cup chopped pecans 

Method 

Preheat the oven to 350 degrees. 
Gri;ase a 10-inch spring form pan 
with spray oil. 

In a large bowl, beat the mar
garine and cream cheese by hand 
with a whisk or with a stand 
or hand-held electric mixer on 
medium speed until soft and 
creamy, about 1 minute. Scrape 

down the bowl 
with a silicone 
spatula and 
mix in the sotir 
cream. 

Next, mix in 
the sugar and, 

when fully com
bined, mix in the 
eggs and vanilla. 
Add the flour, 

baking powder, 
baking soda, and salt 

and whisk or mix on low 
speed until combined. 
Add the soy milk and mix 

until just combined. The batter 
will be thick. 

In a small bowl, combine the 
cinnamon, sugar, and chopped 
pecans. 

Using a silicone spatula, scoop 
half of the batter into the pan and 
spread evenly. Sprinkle half of 
the pecan mixture over the entire 
top of the batter. To get the rest 
of the batter to evenly cover the 
pecan mixture, use a large spoon 
or measuring cup to scoop up the 
batter and disperse all around the 
pan on top of the nut mixture. 
Use the spatula to gently spread 
the batter to cover. Sprinkle the 
rest of the cinnamon mixture on 
the top. 

Bake for 50 minutes, or until a 
skewer inserted in the cake comes 
out clean. Let cool for 5 minutes. 
Run a knife around the sides of 
the pan and remove the sides. 
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FOOD 

DURING school vacation, spend some 
quality cooking time with your children 

Enjoy warm or at room tem
perature. 

Makes 12-15 servings. 

Mocha brownie fudge 
Ingredients 

4 ounces parve unsweetened 
chocolate 

1/2 cup canola or vegetable 
oil 

1 tablespoon instant coffee 
granules or ground coffee 

1-and-1/4 cups sugar 
1/4 teaspoon salt 
1 teaspoon pure vanilla 

extract 
2 large eggs 
2/3 cup all-purpose fl.our 

Method 

Preheat the oven to 400 
degrees. Line an 8-inch square 
baking pan with foil, allowing 
some to extend up and over 
the sides. (You can also use 2 
sheets of foil about 16 inches 
long each, place on the coun
ter in a "T," and place into the 
pan.) Press into the corners. 

In a medium saucepan, heat 
the chocolate, oil, and coffee 
granules over medium heat, 
stirring frequently until the 

chocolate is melted and the 
coffee granules have dissolved. 
Remove from the heat. 

With a wooden spoon, mix 
in the sugar and salt. Add 
vanilla and eggs and mix 
again. 

Add the fl.our and stir until 
the batter is smooth and start
ing to come away from the 
sides of the saucepan. Spread 
the batter evenly in the pan. 

Bake for 25 minutes or until 
the top is set. 

Immediately place the pan 
in the refrigerator on top of a 
dishtowel to protect the refrig- , 
erator shelf. When completely 
cooled, use the ends of the foil 
to lift the fudge up and out of 
the pan. Remove the foil and 
place on a cutting board. Cut 
into small 1-to-1-and-1/2-inch 
squares. 

Makes about four dozen 
small squares. 

Sharon Weissburg, a senior 
at Classical High School, is an 
intern with The Jewish Voice & 
Herald. Contact her at sharon. 
meira@gmail.com. 
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Memories of childhood meals 
What's on your 
kitchen table? 

BY NANCY KIRSCH 

nkirsch@JFRl.org My MOTHER 
was not, I think, 
someone who really 
enjoyed cooking for 

our family. During their marriage, 
my father really only wanted meat 
and potatoes; he saw food purely 
as fuel, not something to enjoy and 
savor as one of life's pleasures. Every 
year for the 21 yeass they were mas
ried, she made a chocolate icebox 
cake (and that's a dated term, for 
sure!) for his late June birthday; it 
wasn't until after they divorced that 
he said to her, "You know, I never 
really liked that cake!" 

As for my siblings, my brother 
and his friends hung out at our 
house - with little adult supervision 
there and plenty of opportunities 
for trouble, it was a preferred loca
tion - and they routinely asked my 
sisters and me, "Hey, can you make 
me a sandwich or get me a Coke?" 

My two sisters would immedi
ately "hop to it" and run and make 
them whatever they wanted. I, on 
the other hand - perhaps an easly 
feminist - told them that they knew 
our kitchen as well as they knew 
their own, so they could get what
ever they wanted themselves. 

As for me, I was a horrible, horri
ble eater: As fas as I can remember, 
I subsisted on peanut butter and 
jeUy on Wonder bread, white rice 
and, at my maternal grandmother's 
house, bread-and-butter-and-sugar 

sandwiches. Oh, yes, Campbell's 
soup, too - mostly chicken noodle 
and tomato. 

I don't know anyone else but me 
whose preferred after-school snack 
was white rice ... Oh, I managed to 
consume my shase of sugar-laden 
and salt-laden snacks, but I really 
didn't enjoy - or explore - food 
options until I went off to college. 
When I think about how many dif
ferent foods I like now, I regret all 
those "lost opportunities" to have 
tasted them easlier in my life. 

I can remember my mother 
asking each of us how many lamb 
chops each of us would eat. My 
father would eat three or four, my 
mother and younger sister would 
each eat one or two, and my older 
brother and sister would each eat six 
or seven' Can you imagine what the 
bill today would be for that meal? 
And that was just a regular weekday 
dinner - not a special holiday meal. 
I think today some of us would have 
to get a home equity loan to finance 
the price of that meal! 

One of the few foods I do 
remember eating- and loving-was 
my mother's homemade macaroni 
and cheese. No pre-made package 
variety for us - it was homemade, 
all the way. I ate it in all its iterations 
- hot from the oven with the top 
all crusty with buttery-rich bread 
crumbs;, straight out of the refrig
erator as cold leftovers and refried in 
fas too much butter! 

But, when I decided to recreate 
the recipe as an adult, "the thrill 
was gone." Remember those blocks 
of Velveeta? They're not cheese, but 
"cheese food," whatever that means. 

I knew it was Velveeta, melting into 
a roux to make a gooey paste for the 
cooked macaroni, and not cheddar 
or any other "real" cheese that was 
used. When I made the recipe with 
Velveeta, it was horrible - had my 
taste buds matured into adulthood? 
But, when I tried to make it with 
cheddas cheese, that version didn't 
taste good to me, either. 

While her mac-n-cheese was 
homemade, her chocolate pudding 
was always the boxed Jello kind. I 
can remember that she'd always 
put Sasan wrap over the bowl of 
pudding, to prevent a skin from 
forming. To this day, I still prefer 
homemade chocolate pudding. 

As for applesauce, she'd go to 
great lengths to make it homemade 
- we'd pick the apples and she'd put 
the cooked apples through a Foley 
food mill to remove peels, cores and 
seeds. I'm generally a food snob, 
preferring homemade to store
bought; I don't make cake mixes or 
pre-packaged desserts. But, when 
it comes to applesauce, I don't find 
much difference between a jas of 
prepared applesauce, doctored at 
home with cinnamon, nutmeg, 
lemon juice and a touch of vanilla 
extract, and the homemade version. 

Editor's note: Send us your favon·te 
family recipes! Confident cooks don't 
keep their culinary successes a secret. 
Send your recipe, with an accompa
nying story, if there is one, to Nancy 
Kirsch. Email her at nkirsch@JFRJ. 
org (RECIPES in Subject Line) or by 
mail to The Jewish Voice & Herald, 
401 Elmgrove Ave., Providence, RI 
02906. 

Offering kosher-friendly and 
the highest quality sushi & more 

Open Christmas Eve 
& Christmas Day! 

'~ .. an upocafe m.oJern /uoion Japaneoe J:?eolauranl re/fecto 

lhe ot'J/e o/ r/otu in rJew ?Jori Ct'J··· " - Providence Journal 

Edamame Soup ~ 10 With this ad. Min. purchase 7 Pan Atlantic Salmon 
Wasabi Tuna Salad <..p ofS40 priorto lax & gratuity. Grilled Black Cod I Cannot be combined with j 
Tuna Wasabi Dumplings Off any otherolferorpromotion. Miso Chilean Sea Bass 
Yellowtail Jalapeno Expires 113 111 '- Sesame Crusted Ahi Tuna Steak 
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BUDGET deficit is expected to approach $300 million in fiscal year 2012 

From Page 1 

at Governor-elect Lincoln C hafee's 
D ec. 17 state budget summit, held 
a mere two days after faith leaders 
from across the religious spectrum 
and the state held a press conference 
at the Rhode Island State Council 
of Churches' offices in Providence 
to emphasize the urgent need for 
winter shelter for Rhode Island's 
homeless. 

Despite - or perhaps because 
of - the grim economic situation 
facing Rhode Island (a projected 
deficit of S295 million in fiscal year 
2012 and more in future years), 
Nolan identified a huge opportu
nity to reconsider how services are 
delivered. She described a former 
Crossroads client who had three 
children and multiple challenges. 
Repeatedly cycling in and out, she 
cost the system, said Nolan, "an 
inordinate amount of money." Now 
in a permanent supportive hous
ing program, she has been reunited 
with her children, who are presently 
in a stable school environment; the 
family now costs the system much 
less money. For those needing the 
most help, Nolan said, one entity or 
department should address all the 
needs in an intensive, upside-down 
pyramid approach, rather than the 
classic "silo management." 

Nolan wants fewer nonprofit 

~-IEWISH FEDERATION OF RHODE ISlAHO 

organizations to more effectively 
spend the limited resources avail
able. W hen she asserted that 
funders are the only entities that 
can force such consolidations of 
organizations, Richard Licht, mod
erating the summit as Chafee's 
director-nominee of Rhode Island's 
Department of Administration, 
said donors and boards could also 
d rive that consolidation. H e briefly 
described the creation of the Jewish 
Alliance of G reater Rhode Island 
from three existing agencies. 

B UDGET CHALLENGES 

Rhode Island has seen dramatic 
swings in its budget situation: Fiscal 
2009 saw a S62.2 deficit, fiscal 2010 
saw a $17.7 surplus and this year, 
fiscal 2011, we're only S4.7 mil
lion in the red. H owever, the latest 
budget statistics indicate we may 
have a balanced budget. But, that's 
almost entirely due to the S234 
million in federal stimulus dollars, 
which funding has ended. Next 
year's budget deficit is projected at 
S295 million, while fiscal year 2016 
has a projected deficit of almost 
$458 million, assuming no substan
tive changes are made. 

And it's not just the absence of 
federal money that impacts our 
budget situation; myriad factors -
on both the revenue and the expense 
sides of the ledger - make a differ-

Give the gift of a 
lifetime - the gift 
of camp, and 
save up to 
$1,000. 

Your Jewish Federation of Rhode 
Island and the Foundation for Jewish 
Camp have partnered to make first
time camper incentive grants 
available. 

If your child has never been to Jewish 
overnight summer camp, you may be 
eligible for a grant. With over 155 camps 
to choose from, including our local 
Camp JORI, there's bound to be a place 
that's ideal for your child. Camp 
registration for summer 2011 is already 
in full swing, so don't be left in the 
cold! Register for an amazing summer at 
camp now, and then go to 
onehappycamper.org to apply for your 
grant! 

For more information, call Claire Roche 
at 401 421.4111 x185 or e-mail 
croche@bjeri.org. 

Jewish Federation of Rhode Island 
130 Sessions Street 
Providence, RI 02906 
401 421.4111 www.JFRl.org 

ence. One of the fastest growing 
sources of state revenue is from the 
video lottery terminals; play those 
and you contribute to state income. 
On the other hand, those who shop 
via the Internet contribute to our 
eroding sales tax; a 2001 report for 
the state estimated S80 million in 
lost revenue from e-commerce sales 
in fiscal 2011. And a high school 
dropout will cost the state some 
S72,000 during his lifetime, while a 
high school or college graduate con
tributes to the state's tax base. 

Wuo ARE TH E HOMELESS? 

G eralyn Wolf, the Episcopal 
bishop of Providence, spent a total 
of 30 days with those who are 
homeless in Providence, PhiJadel
phia and New York C ity. At the 
press conference, she said, "They 
can be you [and me]," and many are 
families with working parents. 

"The amount they earn is insuf
ficient to have an apartment and pay 
for utilities," she said. "I have great 
respect for the homeless ... see them 
as your neighbor and your friend." 
A September 2009 (snapshot in 
time) census estimated that 179 
people were sleeping outside; on the 
same date in September 2010, 282 
people were sleeping outside, in cars 
or abandoned buildings. M ore than 
half the people accessing shelters 
are first time users of the system, 
40 percent of those using the shel
ters are families and 27 percent of 
those coming into the shelters are 
children, according to Rhode Island 
Coalition for the H omeless (the 
"Coalition") data. 

Noting the 33 percent increase 
in one year, Rabbi Alan F lam, the 
Coalition's president, called advo-

eating for permanent housing the 
group's primary focus. "But, the 
unprecedented cold weather [and] 
emergency situation demand an 
immediate response; [there) must 
be combined efforts of business, 
government, philanthropy, the 
faith community and individuals," 
said Flam. The Jewish community 
kicked off the campaign during 
H anukkah and the efforts continue 
through the New Year. Enthusias
tic applause greeted the news at the 
press conference that the Diocese of 
Providence was opening a building 
off Eddy Street as an emergency 
shelter. 

FUTURE GENERATIONS? 

At Friday's budget summit, stun
ning education statistics led this 
reporter to wonder, "Axe we creat
ing another generation of future 
shelter residents?" Consider: O f l00 
Rhode Island students who enter 
seventh grade, 73 will graduate 
from high school, 40 will enter col
lege and only 21 will receive either 
an associate or bachelor's degree, 
said Ray M. Di Pasquale, commis
sioner of higher education and pres
ident of the Community College of 
Rhode Island. "Of students enter
ing public colleges here, 58 percent 
need two or more remedial classes 
to be prepared and 70 percent need 
one class." 

Given those statistics, it's no sur
prise that business owners around 
the state cite the need for a skilled and 
competent workforce as their great
est concern. As a Chafee transition 
team member, Helena Buonanno 
Foulkes, executive vice president 
and chief marketing officer at CVS, 
heard that message from business 

owners throughout Rhode Island. 
D espite the grim statistics, 
budget summit panelists publicly 
expressed an eagerness to col
laborate, discard the silo mental
ity and do things differently. Licht 
reminded panelists and audience 
members that Rhode Island tax
payers are clients of government. 
At the summit, Scott Avedisian, the 
mayor ofWarwick, said, "We are at 
rock bottom; things can only get 
better." 

As for those who are homeless, 
things can get better, albeit tem
porarily, if people contribute to the 
emergency winter shelter. As Rabbi 
Peter Stein reminded the small 
gathering at the press conference, 
"The world was created with just one 
person ... one who saves a single life is 
as ifhe or she saved the entire world. 
Each time someone has a warm 
bed, it's as if the world is saved." 

EMERGENCY 
SHELTER FUN 

Faith leaders are seeking an influx 
of S200,000 to keep emergency winter 
shelters open. If you want to contrib
ute, you can donate directly to the 
Rhode Island Coalition f or the Home
less directly at www.rihomeless.org or 
through the Jewish Alliance of Greater 
Rhode Island at wwjfri.org 

The Jewish Federation, the Jewish 
Community Center and the Bureau of 
Jewish Education are now the Jewish 
Alliance of Greater Rhode Island. 

Calling all teens! Midrasha Open House and 
Spring Semester Registration 

Sunday, January 9, 2011 

10:00 am - 12:00 pm 
)CC Social Hall 401 Elm grove Ave., Providence 

What can you learn about at Midrasha? With whom will you learn and explore your 
Jewish identity, faith, history and culture? Join us at the open house to get the whole 
story, but here are just some of your course options for th is Spring: 

Meet & Greet in lvrit with Janice Kaidan Jewish Culture in Jewish Cooking with Rabbi 
Mo rdechai Rackover Virtual Tour of Israel with M aya Po rath Issues in Modern Jewish 

Law with Rabbi Joel Selzter Jews Re-Use: Jewish Art with Shannon Boucher Kol Kesem 
Choir with Cantor Brian Mayer Provocative Topics from the Parasha with Elissa Felder 

Jews, News, and Politics with Danya Chudacoff Jews and Sports with Aaron Guttin 
Madrichim; TA Training 101 (for teacher/ classroom aids) with M ichelle Cicchitelli 

Talmud with Rabbi Wayne Franklin Internships and Independent Studies 

All teens in grades 8-12 in greater Rhode Island are invited to our Spring semester open house. 
Preview spring classes, learn about special program s, meet your peers from our community, 
have some fun, and win a COOL raffle prize! All teens who attend the program will be entered in 
the raffle, but you must be present to claim the prize. 

Join us on January 9th to learn more about Midrasha and to get your first choice o f classes. 

Please RSVP to Jana Bren man, Director of Teen Education: 401 331 .0956 x181 or 
ibrenman@bjeri.org. Full regi stration and course information to follow on www.bjeri .org. 

Jewish Alliance 

wwwJvhri.org 

-·--·---·-................... ..,,.,... _____ _ 
The Ha rry Elkin MIDfllSH8 Community High School is, 

progr.im of the Jewish Alli.ince of Gre.iter Rhode Isl.ind 
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'Science mom' at Jewish Community Day School 
Kindergarteners 

learn through fun 
experiments 

BYLA Il l LEE 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

PROVIDENCE - If it's Thursday 
at the Jewish Community Day 
School of Rhode Island QCDSRI), 
it must be time for ''Scie nce Mom." 
This is how the kindergarten class 
refers to Dr. Kristin Rosier, who 
visits the class each week to teach 
some exciting science facts. 

Rosier, a Providence resident, 
has a doctorate in biochemistry 
and has taught college students in 
the past, but these days she amazes 
the 5-year-olds, including her 
daughter Zosia. The kindergarten 
teacher, M arie Lyons, is happy to 
observe Rosler's work with the stu
dents, including engaging in such 
experiments as: 

• Explaining solids, liquids and 
gases. 

After the kids dropped denture 

tablets into bottles, 
they then attached 
balloons to the top 
of the bottles. The 
gas escaping from 
the denture tablets 
inflated the balloons. 

• Exploring the 
concept of equilib
rium. 

She explained how 
molecules "huddle 
together like pen
guins" when they are 
cold and how they 
"separate or stretch 
apart when they are 
hot like an erupt
ing volcano." She 
demonstrated how 
heat rises by using 
different colored 
solutions. Students 
watched as the red 
(hot) water moved 
more quickly than 
the blue (cold) water; 

THE CONCEPT OF EQUILIBRIUM: Cooper Sock feels the water in the bottle, 
while Zosia Rosier and Dr. Kristin Rosier, al k la " Science Mom," observe. 

yet all of the water mixed eventu
ally, as the solutions attained equi
librium. 

• Putting a hardboiled egg into 
a small-mouthed bottle without 
breaking the egg. 

As the air inside the bottle was 

being heated, she placed the egg 
over the opening of the bottle. The 
flame went out and the air inside 
the bottle started to cool. As the 

air cooled, it got smaller, reduc
ing the pressure inside the bottle. 
The egg acted as a cork, sealing the 
top of the bottle to keep air from 
coming in to balance the pres
sure. Instead, the higher outside 
pressure pushed the egg into the 
bottle, to the great delight of the 
students. 

Rosier enjoys introducing sci
ence concepts to kindergartners, 
and not only because her daughter 
is in the class. "It's good to brain
wash them early that science is 
fun,'' she said, "and it's good for 
all of them to see that girls and 
women can be g reat at science!" 

Lauri L ee is ] CD S' director of 
institutional advancement. Contact 
her at llee@jcdsri.org. 

The Jewish Federation, Jewish 
Community Center and Bureau 
of Jewish Education are now the 
Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode 
Island. 

]CDS is a partner agency of the 
Alliance. 

Calling all Jewish entrepreneurs! 

YAEL WEISBORD 

l{ollel women gather for 
a day of study 

YAEL WEISBORD, 
a veteran teacher at 
the Yeshiva of Greater 
Washing ton in Silver 

Spring, Md., was the keynote 
speaker at the Southern New 
England Conference for Jewish 
Women. H er speech, "Ruth: A 
study in courage and conviction," 
was part of the P rovidence Kolle! 
event on Sunday, D ec. 12 at the 
Jewish Community Center of 
Rhode l sland. Weisbord brought 

to life the story of Ruth, the 
mother of Jewish royalty, and 
Naomi. Some 75 women gath
ered for W eisbord's speech, and 
sessions on prayer, yoga, textual 
study, CPR, giving thanks, 
nutrition, Shabbat and lessons 
from the H olocaust. Divine 
P rovidence catered the gourmet 
lunch that included a pasta sta
tio n, soups, a salad bar, quiches 
and a salmon casserole. 

IF YOU'RE a Jewish entre
preneur, we want to hear 
from you. Did you find the 

proverbial hole that needed fi ll
ing and fill it? W hat was the 
impetus behind the idea that led 
to your business; what creative 
marketing strategies did you 
use? H ow did you come up with 

wwwjvhri.org 

your business plan' Were you 
able to get funding or did you 
independently finance your busi
ness? A re you manufacturing a 
product, providing a service or 
distributing for an industry? 
H ow does your business grow? 
We want to hear about your suc
cesses and your failures! 

The Jewish Voice & H erald is 
looking for stories for our Jan. 
21 issue. Please contribute your 
business highlights soon to 
Nancy Kirsch, executive editor 
of The Jewish Voice & Herald at 
nkirsch@jfri.org, or call her at 
421-4111, ext. 168. 
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help secure a Jewish family's 

nutritional well-being 7, 
help ensure our elderly Jewish 

neighbors are not forgotte n? 

help an oppressed family 

discover their Jewish heritage? 

If you could, would you help impact the lives of Jews 

here in Rhode Island, in Israel and around the world? 

Your donation to the 2011 Annual 

Community Campaign will 

support more than 300 programs 

and services that better Jewish 

life for children, teens, adults and 

seniors here in Rhode Island, in 

Israel a nd around the world. 

Here's your opportunity. 

Making your gift through the programs that are monitored to 

Jewish Federation of Rhode ensure results. No single gift can 

Island's Annual Community touch more Jewish lives, in 

Campaign provides the greatest more meaningful ways, than your 

impact for your dollar. Your gift to the Jewish Federation's 2011 

money will go where it's most Annual Community Campaign. 

needed and be de live re d t hrough 

MAKE A DIFFERENCE. DONATE TODAY. TO LEARN MORE, PLEASE VISIT WWW.JFRI.ORG. 

wwwjvhri.org 
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PARTNERSHIPS between Poland and Rhode Island benefit all involved 

PAGE 19 

From Page 1 

Li mud was up by more than 200, 
thanks in part to the greater 
Rhode Island Jewish community, 
and demand cont inues to grow. 
Nearly 100 people had to be 
turned away due to lack of space. 

A delegation from g reater 
Rhode I sland traveled to Warsaw 
to see first-hand the impact of 
the funding our community 
allocated to the American Joint 
Distribution Committee (JDC), 
which hosts the L imud program. 
In 2009, the Jewish Federation 
of Rhode Island's Community' 
Development Committee (CDC) 
allocated funding to this program 
for the first ti me. The program 
was such a success and had such 
an impact on the participants 
that the decision was made to 

renew funding for 2010, with a 
slight increase. A s a result, JDC 
was able to accommodate the 
increased attendance. 

The CDC's Jewish People
hood Subcommittee, and its 
chai r, Robbie Mann, envision 
doing more than simply funding 
programs overseas, however. As 

Mann says, "We want to build 
relationships. We want to know 
who is benefiting from the sup
port of our donors and what 
impact we're having." And this 
year, at Limud 2010, our delega
tion, which included Robbie and 
Judy Mann, and Ronni Guttin, 
director of Camp JO RI, was able 
to take the next steps in building 
that relationship. 

A s I write, Gurtin and JDC 
Poland staffers are working on 
arrangements for a camp coun
selor exchange in summer 2011. 
If all goes well, students attend
ing Camp JORI this summer 
will get to know and work with 
two Jewish teen counselors from 
Poland. The exchange will work 
the other way as well - our com
munity will send two of Camp 
JORI's counselors to work at the 
JDC camp in Warsaw. A ccord
ing to Gurtin, the exchange will 
be "the next step in furthering the 
relationship benVeen our commu
nities and the begicining of a peer
to-peer leadership prog ram for 
teens in greater Rhode Island, the 
W arsaw Jewish com·munity and 
our partnership region in Israel." 

Our community is also help
ing send Polish Jewish children 
to JDC's summer camp in the 
Warsaw area. There is no question 
that the support our Jewish com
munity has offered to the Jewish 
community in Poland through 
the JDC is having a significant 
impact. Prog rams like L i mud and 
camping help further the renewal 
and vibrancy of the Jewish com
munity in Poland in ways that 
haven't occurred since before the 
1930s, and that sense of vibrancy 
was absolutely palpable on the 
ground in Warsaw. 

On the Saturday night we were 
in Warsaw, Stefan O scar and 
Karina Sokolowska, bo th with 
JDC, took the time to thank 
publicly the g reater Rhode Island 
Jewish community for its support. 
In his response, Robbie M ann 
thanked the Limud participants 
for their commitment to Jewish 
life, their enthusiasm, and the 
inspiration they offer Jewish com
munities the world over. "There 
is much we can learn from you as 
you co,ntinue finding meaning
fu l roots and embracing Jewish 
life and community after decades 

/Claire Roche 

KARINA SOKOLOWSKA, Robbie Mann and Stefan Oscar are in 
Warsaw. Sokolowska and Oscar work in Poland for the JDC. 

without them," he said. "We are 
fortunate to have shared this 
experience with you." 

Claire Roche is senior planning 
associate at ]FRI and the BJE direc
tor of op erat ions. 

The Jewish Federation, Jewish 
Community Center and Bureau 
of Jewish Education are now the 
Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode 
Island. 

Who knows what Polish youths might do as Camp JORI counselors? 
I 

t~ , 'Cer"t°'ified-N-ursing ' -;~, )tt •·· Skilled Nursing Care1·: ;>.• Bathing Assistance 
~:_;$(As_sista~t ~ "'_ , ' , :: : ~·:, . • . ~ic_ensed, Bondedi ;. ; • ·Errands&, Shopping 

• Live-in Companions & Insured • Light Housekeeping : 
• Days & Nights • Meal Prep • 24/7 Availability . . 

www.BrightStarCare.com • 401 -284-2555 • SO South County Commons Way, Wakefie ld, RI 
/nd,pendentty Owntd & Or,e-ottd ' · , 

wwwjvhri.org 
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Fully embracing Judaism through JORI 

Raising thoughtful 
Jewish boys to 

adulthood 

B Y DEB SALINGEll 

Special to 1he Voice & H erald 

W EN MY FIRST 
rader announced 
hat he wanted to 

go to sleep away 
camp, I was surprised, to say the 
least. H e didn't have any friends 
who were going and he certainly 
would have had a wonderfu l 
summer full of various day ca mps 
- baseball camp, computer camp, 
swim camp, farm camp - you get 
the idea. I figured he must have 
seen some cartoon or movie that 
made overnight camp seem magi
cal. So what would he get at over
night camp that he couldn't get at 
home? 

I figured this was a stroke of 
independence that I needed to 
encourage. To be honest, I put 
very little effort into my research. 
H e was still so young that his 
summers should be spent explor
ing, learning, playing; the time 
would come later for specialty skill 
development. M ost of the Jewish 
kids he knew at the time were 
classmates from religious school, 
a learning and community devel
opment experience that was an 
essential part of ultimately becom
ing a bar mitzvah. 

But ifl wanted my child to truly 
embrace Judaism, he needed to 
experience it, as any child wants 
to experience the world, through 
play. I didn't want his only Jewish 
peer experience to be in a class
room. I wanted him to play wi th 
other Jewish kids, rejoice with 
other Jewish kids, compete with 
other Jewish kids, eat with other 
Jewish kids, live with other Jewish 
kids. I wanted being Jewish to be 
completely natural, seamless and 
cool. 

Being a reader of 1he Jewish 
Voice & H erald, I was aware of 
Camp JORI. From my own camp 
experience many years ago, I was 
aware of the movement camps and 
camps that were nominally Jewish. 
I wanted my son to be close, not 
five hours away. I wanted him to 
feel part of a family, not a move
ment or a system. I wanted 
involved, loving adult supervisors 
who knew my child well, not solely 
the young, albeit qualified, coun
selors. I wanted cabins that were 
modern and sti ll 'campy'. I wanted 
a faci li ty that supported a diversity 
of activities and skill development 
without it feeling like a country 
club for kids. I wanted a place that 
would make being Jewish fun and 
cool while respecting the diversity 
of the American Jewish experi
ence. I wanted a place in which 
Jewish ethics were embedded in 
the everyday - in taking ca re of 
the environment, the community 
and each other. I wanted a summer 
camp that didn't cost a small for-

"They've learned 
to respect and 

care for kids of all 
kinds, and rejoice 

in worship, in 
celebrating the 

Sabbath and saying 
b'rakhot." 

Do you want to 
attend Camp JORI? 
WAKEFIELD - What's new 
for 2011? News on the 
street is that Camp JORI 
will offer enhanced sail 
ing, organic gardening and 
recycled arts programs. 

And it's not too early to 
think about registering for 
camp as a new or return
ing camper or applying for 
a staff position. 

Brotherly love at Camp JORI? 
/Camp JORI 

If you wantto register for 
camp, visit www.campjori. 
com and click on "register 
here" button, at top left. 
If you want to apply for a 
job at camp, email Ronni 
Guttin at ronni@campjori. 
com. If you want to sched
ule a tour of the camp, call 
463-3170 or email ronni@ 
campjori.com. 

SAM SALINGER, with braces, and BEN SALINGER share a brotherly exchange. 

tune. 
My fami ly found all of this and 

more at Camp JORI. JORI has 
helped both of my boys become 
swimmers, sailors, fishermen, 
actors, athletes, environmenta l
ists, compassionate leaders and 
more. They've created life long 
friendships with all kinds of Jews 
from Rhode Island, the Eastern 
Seaboard and around the world. 
They've developed independent 
living skills and they've learned 
to respect and care for kids of all 
kinds, and rejoice in worship, in 
celebrating the Sabbath and saying 
b'rakhot. 

Each summer they surprise with 
something new. One Septem
ber it was, "Mom, can I sing the 
blessings?" Another year, "Mom, 
can we have salad?" Yet another 
memorable moment when choos
ing chores was, "I'll clean toilets, I 
do it at camp anyway." 

It warms a mother's heart. 
I admit that those first two 

weeks when my oldest was only 7 
were tough on both of us, but now, 
both of my sons look forward to 
their entire summer at JORI and 
won't go anywhere else. They hope 
to become counselors one day and 
give other kids the same care that 
they've had. I'm proud to be raising 
you ng men who will become two 
of tomorrow's Jewish leaders. I am 
grateful to all the members of our 
Jewish community who have sup
ported the camp during its 100-
year history, as it has evolved to 
become a jewel in Rhode Island . 

We are fortunate to have a com
mitted board of directors, cur
rently led by Rob Stolzman, and 

an outstanding executive direc
tor in Ronni Gurtin whose vital
ity, love and passion makes Camp 
JORI "totally yours." 

Deb Salinger is the mother of Sam 
and Ben, who are committed Camp 

JORI campers. Deb is also an active 
member of the JORI board. Contact 
her at drsalinger@gmail.com. 

' Mutual Engineering . \1 

Service co. . 
-~--~--~---- - -- --- --- -- ' - ·-- --- ----. Ai 

A DIVISION Of THE PETRO GROUP 

wanl c:omtonil 
• Heating • Air Conditioning • Heat Pumps • Roof Top Systems • 

VISA 

We Provide Complete Gas Heating and Heat Pump 
Service and Installation - R esidential • Commercial 

01s_,,_ yeR A FULL IN-HOUSE DESIGN, 
INSTALLATION & SERVICE COMPANY 

Call David Epstein at 401-351-3900 1 
' 

wwwjvhri.org 
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Fun, food and friends at Camp Gan Israel 
February and 

summer camp options 
at Camp Gan Israel 

in Warwick 
BY N ANCY ADESIIAUS 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

WARWICK - Summer may seem 
far away, but warm weather and 
camp are something to anticipate. 
Camp Gan Israel (Garden oflsrael) 
at the Chabad ofWest Bay, in War
wick, offer fun, friendships, educa
tional field trips and Jewish-themed 
activities. 

Camp Gan Israel's comprehen
sive summer day camp is open to 
Jewish boys and girls, ages 3 to 10. 
Concurrent with the co-ed camp 
schedule for children between 5 
and 11 is a pioneer program for 
girls, ages 11 to 13. Daily activities 
include swimming, baking, sports, 
rock climbing, bowling, arts and 
crafts, music and movement, pony 
rides, and field trips. Last year, 
campers picked berries and went to 
the Providence Children's Museum, 
the Southwick Zoo and Boston. 

MrNI GAN fazy 
( LITTLE GARDEN OF ISRAEL) 

1h.is program, for 3- and 4-year
old campers, offers a separate itin
erary designed to meet the unique 
needs and interests of this age 
group, including such activities as 
splash pool, arts and crafts, music 
and movement, science, bowling, 
challah baking, and a Shabbat 
party, as well as supervised field 
trips. M itchell Chernick, 5, and 
Elizabeth Chernick, 3, the children 

of Melissa and Andrew Chernick of 
East Greenwich, attend the camp. 
Both children like all the camp 
activities; and "Elizabeth sings 
and loves learning all the songs," 
said M elissa. Camp Gan "helps 
me incorporate Jewish culture into 
my children's lives," said M elissa. 
"There are other Jewish children 
there, and my children are getting 
an education through play, rather 
than through paper and pencil as 
they do at school. The kids really 
enjoy it!" 

FEBRUARY C~1P GAN ISllAEL 

Every February school vacation, 
Camp Gan Israel offers a three
day winter day camp for Jewish 
children, ages 5 to 10; this year, it 
is scheduled from Tuesday through 
Thursday, Feb. 22 to 24. 

Activities at winter camp include 
arts and crafts, sports, field trips, 
challah baking and more. 

Established in Rhode Island 12 
years ago by the Chabad of West 
Bay, Camp Gan Israel started with 
only six campers; last year enroll
ment topped 60 and attracted 
Jewish children from all corners of 
Rhode Island. "W e wanted to offer 
a positive Jewish summer experi
ence for children," said Shoshana 
Laufer, camp director with her hus
band, Rabbi Yossi Laufer. "Jewish 
children can come here and make 
memories of a lifetime." 

For more infonnation about to 
request a brochure, contact Shoshana 
Laufer at 884-7888 or j ewishcamp@ 
gmail.com. Visit wwwjewishKidsRJ. 
org. 

NancyAbeshaus is a freelance writer 
in South Kingstown. Contact her at 
nabeshaus@cox.net. 

FISHING FOR FUN? 

TACEO 

A little history, a lot 
of fun: Camp Gan 
Israel worldwide 

BY NANCY ADESII AUS 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

CAMP GAN ISRAEL 
in Warwick - a project 
of Chabad of West Bay, 

an affiliate of Chabad of Rhode 
Island - is a member of the 
largest network of Jewish camp
ing in the world. Founded in 
1956 by the Lubavitcher Rebbe 
Rabbi Menachem Schneerson 
(of blessed memory), Camp Gan 
Israel network today serves the 
Jewish world with chapters in 
more than 40 countries. This 
allows Shoshana and Rabbi 
Yossi Laufer, camp directors in 
Rhode Island, to recruit expe
rienced counselors from across 
the globe for Camp Gan Israel 
in Warwick, further enriching 
the camping experience for local 
campers and staff alike. Coun
selors from outside Rhode Island 
receive room and board at the 
Chabad of West Bay. 

For more information about 
the Camp Gan Israel's worldwide 
camping network, visit www. 
chabad. orglcenters. 

Contact Nancy Abeshaus at 
nabeshaus@cox.net. 

(taking care of each other) 

= Camp JORI, totally yours. 
Worden's Pond • Wakefield, Rhode Island 

website: www.campjori.com • E-mail: campjori@gmail.com 
Call Camp Director Ronni Guttin at 401-463-3170 

wwwjvhri.org 

/Camp Gan Israel 
THESE LITTLE GIRLS discover the joys of science. 

Shape up for the 
New Year! 

Winter Membership 
Special 

3-Month Memberships 
starting at $175 

pool • fitness center * basketball gym * yoga * infant 
todcler care • preschool * after-school program 

3-month membership includes: 
Full use of facility and GroupEx and yoga 
classes included 

bership includes: 
Full year mem . 
• $O applicatipn fee . of 12 
• 13 months for -~e pn~~oupEx and 
• Full use of fac1hty an 

yoga classes included 

Call Memberiship today to set up a tour 
or request more information 

401.861.8800 ext. 116 
401 Elmgrove Avenue 
Providence, RI 02906 

)'lew members only. 
Not valid in combination with any other discount. 
Valid for membership starting 12/1 /10 - 1 /31 / 11 . 

j-fitnessis a program of Jewish Alliance 
OF GREATER RHOD E I S LAN D 

Together, we are st ronger. 
www.jccri .org 
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'Dan, Dan, the zunnyah man' 

Preparing children 
for camp 

Creating memories 
for campers and staff 

through music 
and dance 

BY G1NA SumAN 
Special to 1hr Voiu & Herold 

NYACK, N.Y. - Just days into the 
start of the summer, anxious day 
campers and staff members at Camp 
Ramah in Nyack, N.Y. begin pre
paring for one of their biggest events 
of the summer. Zimriyah is not only 
a camp tradition, but perhaps one 
of the most memorable summer 
experiences. Zimriyah, a camp-wide 
concert preformed for the campers' 
families and the Ramah staff, is sure 
to put smiles on the faces of all who 
are present. 

Each day for the first few weeks 
of the first session, each dab (age 
group) has a designated zimriyah 
practice incorporated into their day 
to learn their specific songs. During 
this rime, Ramah's talented music 
man often nicknamed, MDan, Dan 
the zimn"yah man,~ helps campers 

-~\ t, Tht n·, 
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Gan Israel 
A Great Jewish 

Day Camp 

Trips• Sports• Crafts 
A Full Creative Program 

Located in Warwick 
For information and to 

receive a brochure, go to: 

www.JewishKldsRl.com 

(401) 884·7888 

A beneficiary or the JFRI 
Annual Community Campaign 

to learn the sheet music for the two 
Hebrew songs they will sing later. 
Dance moves are also incorporated 
to further engage the campers. 

After weeks ofhard work, the day 
finally arrives. Hundreds of parents, 
grandparents and friends gather in 
the Westchester County Center for 
an evening of Jewish song. Each 
edah and their staff members are 
seated in different locations around 
the room. fu the groups are cued 
one by one, the spotlight beams 
down on the faces of the campers 
who are more than ready to sing 
the songs they've worked so hard to 
perfect. The keyboard sounds, the 
children stand tall and the melodics 
begin to cnraprure the crowd who 
sway, sing and clap as the songs 
begin. 

Zimriyah does not end after 
campers perform. In fact, the staff 
members, who reside fulltime at 
Camp Ramah during the summer, 
prepare two ballads. After all the 
songs have been sung, members of 
each tdah gather together in a close
knit circle. As parents come down 

from the stands to find their chil
dren, the mood begins to lull, just a 
bit. fu campers disperse and slowly 
make their way out of the building 
for the night, staff members, still in 
high spirits, begin to congregate in 
the center of the room. The singing, 
swaying, and laughter continue and 
many wish the moment could be 
frozen in rime. 

After zimriyah has officially come 
to an end, the staff members rerurn 
to camp for a post-zimriyah celebra
tion. This tradition is one that staff 
members and campers alike look 
forward to each summer. Meaning
ful music, the feeling of inclusive
ness and the enthusiasm of it all 
make zimriyah a camp-wide favor
ite. 

Gina Sloman, a nalivt of Nt:'W 
City, NY. will rt/urn in junr 2011 
far her third summ" aJ a (Ounsdor al 
Camp Ramah Nyack. A SQphomort 
al tlH Univtr1ity of Rhode Island, 1hr 
a/SQ works at tlH Hi/Ir/ thm. Contatt 
her at ohemgslo@aim.com. 

School vacations are fun at 
J-Cation Camp 

PROVlDENCE - J-Cation 
Camp is just the place for children 
in grades K-7 who enjoy differ
ent activities every day. Exciting 
activities and challenging oppor
tunities allow children to discover 
new interests and develop new 
skills; activities include sports and 
outdoor games, swim lessons and 
free swim, multimedia art projects, 
creative movement, science, cook
ing and more. 

For more information, tall Shan
non Bou,her at 861-8800, ext. 147 
or Hridi Lrbr6n at rxl . 146. 

1he Jewish' Federation, the Jewish 
Community Crntrrand tlH Bureau of 
Jewish Edutation an now tlH jrwish 
Alliance of t;rtalrr Rhodr Island. 
}-Cation Camp is a program of the 
Alliance. 

Rewrion on tap: Camp Mar-Ven 
seeks former campers, counselors 
WELLFLEET, Mass. - Camp 
Mar-Ven was a Jewish summer 
camp in Wellflee1, Mass. during 
the 1950s, 1960s and early 1970s. 
Many of its first campers and staff 
came from the Providence and New 
Bedford, Mass., and Fall River, 
Mass. areas. The camp's reunion 
committee is nying to find former 
campers and staff for a reunion 
being planned for Aug. 27, 2011 in 
WeUfleet,Mass. 

If you attended or worked at 
Camp Mar-Ven, consider contact
ing the folks organizing the reunion: 
Elise Hoffman, reunion co-chair, 
at ehoffmanesq@comcast.net or 
508-451-1844 (email is preferred) 
or Rebecca Wollison Holmes at 
rebeccabholmes@comcas1.net or 
774-207-0285. See reunion news at 
www.campmarven.com or on Face-
book. 

Practical tips from 
a social worker 

8\" P ATRIC[\ H \ll\Ti"OOD, LICSW 
Special to 1hr Voice & Herald 

PROVIDENCE - So many 
memories are made at summer 
camp. It is a place to connect 
with nature, forge new friend
ships and spend some time away 
from home, possibly for the first 
time. Homesickness is a normal 
form of separation anxiety, 
which occurs to some degree 
in 95 percent of children who 
stay at overnight camps for two 
weeks or longer, according to the 
American Camp fusociation. 

What can parents do to miti
gate some of these feelings and 
help their children have an 
enjoyable camping experience? 

• Involve your child in 
planning. 

As you research appropriate 
choices of camp for your child, 
share information about the 
activities, schedules and setting 
of the camp. Discuss what your 
child will need to bring to camp, 
and where he or she will sleep at 

camp. Familiarizing your child 
with 1he camping experience 
ahead of time can lessen anxiety 
before and during the time away. 

• Encourage independence. 
Have your child stay with a 

relative or dose friend for a few 
days to "practice~ being away 
from home and family. If your 
child is very insecure about 
being away from family, have 
him or her start with day camp 
and work towards staying away 
from home with an aunt, uncle 
or grandparent for a night or 
two before attempting a week of 
overnight camp. 

• Keep expectations realistic. 
Discuss how homesickness 

feels and explain that it is a 
normal experience, one not to 

be feared. Allow your child to 
talk about his or her fears and 
don't try to minimize them. 
Those fears are real to your child. 

Worden's Pond • Wakefield, Rhode Island 
website: www.campjori.com • E-mail: campjori@gmail.com 

Call Camp Director Ronni Cullin at 401-463-3170 

wwwjvhri.org 
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Don't tell your child how much 
you will miss him or her or that 
you will pick him or her up early 
from camp if needed. Instead, 
express trust and confidence that 
your child will get through it and 
be able to enjoy time at camp. 

• Check out policies regard
ing communication, including 
phone calls and e-mail, before 
camp starts. 

Have a plan for how you will 
communicate with your child 
while at camp and then com
municate that plan to your 
child. Encourage your child 
to write letters home. This is 
a good outlet for feelings and 
a good way to stay connected 
with family at home. Include 
some pre-stamped envelopes 
and writing paper in the suitcase 
or trunk of things accompany· 
ing your child to camp. Include 
some other personal i1ems that 
arc good reminders of home, 
such as a beloved stuffed animal, 
a favorite pillow and blanket or a 
family photo. 

• Know your child. 
As the parent of an 8-year-old 

who has only stayed successfully 
at one sleepover parry and asks 
if he can take his mattress from 
home to his college dorm room, 
I know that he is not ready for 
overnight camp. He enjoys day 
camp and spends a night or 
two with his grandparents on 
occasion, so I think in time he 
will feel confident enough to 
try overnight camp. Our job as 
parents is to show confidence in 
our child's abilities, encourage 
the communication necessary to 

take the fear of the unknown out 
of the equation and to describe 
all of the wonderful adventures 
which await them at camp. 

Patty Harwood is a liunstd 
dinical social worker at the jt:'Wish 
Family Srrvitt (www.jfsri.org). 
Contact her al put1y@jfsri.org. 

JFS is a partner agency of the 
jt:'Wish Allianu of Grtaler Rhode 
Island. 
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Smmner camp romance blossoms 
Wedding is scheduled 

at Camp JORI 
Bv SARI G uTTIN 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

NEWTON CENTRE, Mass. -
When I was younger, I was always 
proud to say that I had two homes: 
My school-year home in Cranston 
and my summer home at Camp 
JORI in Narragansett. I remember 
how that first drive down to South 
County made my heart skip a beat 
in anticipation of a summer filled 
with best friends and unforgettable 
experiences. As soon as I rolled 
down the car window and smelled 
that woody, salty, camp air, I never 
wanted to go back home to Cran
ston. 

It is hard to pinpoint one summer 
as being "the summer of my life" 
but if I had to choose, it would 
probably be the summer of 2002, 
when I was a first-year counselor. 
I was 16 years old and in charge 
of• the sophomore girls who were 
about 8 and 9 years old . 

Looking back, it was probably 
the love of my campers that year 
that led me to become an elemen
tary -school teacher. 

"lt was probably 
the love of my 

campers that led 
me to become an 
elementary school 

teacher." 

Not only was it a great counselor 
year - but how could I have known 
then that I ~ould meet my future 
husband at camp during that same 
summer? I can't say that I have a 
great memory, but I clearly remem
ber one thing: When I saw a great 
looking, tall, muscular blond guy 
walking across the main campus, 
I whispered to my best friend, 
"Who's the new blond guy?" 

As a 16-year-old, I was definitely 
interested in seeing "new poten
tial dating partners" at JORI. I 
automatically had my goal for the 
summer; I wanted to become very 
"close friends with the blond guy. 

Of course, since I was 16 and 
a bit shy, instead of introducing 
myself and asking him about him
self, I asked everyone else about 

CAMP 

levya 
Brookline, NH 

www.camptevya.org 
Co-ed Ages 8-16 

CAMPL , _ 

fe"1-t~('o~e 
CAMP 

TELNOAR 
Pembroke, MA 

www.camppembroke.org 
Girls Ages 7-1 6 

Hampstead, NH 
www.camptelnoar.org 

Co-ed Ages 8-16 

Enrolling Now for Summer 2011 

7-week and 3 1/2-week sessions. 

2-week sessions at Camp Tel Noar. 

First-Time Camper Incentives. Financial Aid. 

New Pool at Camp Tel Noar for 2011. 

Culturally Jewish camps, one hour from Boston. 
Family-run for three generations. 

508.881.1002 ,:, www.CohenCamps.org * info@cohencamps.org 

I] Find us on 
Facebook 
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LEO DESFORGES 

him. I learned that his name was 
Leo, he was 19 and a kitchen 
boy. Wow! The kitchen boys were 
so appealing with thei r aprons 
and sharp knives and those dirty 
towels draped so elegantly over 
their shoulders. They lived in their 
own shack - about the size of the 
15-passenger JORI van. Neverthe
less, they had their own place_;- and 
that was appealing. 

Each day got more and more 
exciting. We began talking and 

I learned that he was not a typi
cal college boy. He was different. 
Even though he looked as if he 
could have been a football player 
who spent his free time sipping 
protein shakes and pumping iron, 
I was surprised to discover that he 
loved to talk for hours about soci
ology, politics, and underground, 
socially-conscious hip hop. I 
learned later, however, that he did 
love to sip protein shakes and lift 
weights. In fact, it was his love of 

fitness that led to his current career 
as a personal trainer. But this was 
not, and is not, all of Leo. 

As a self-conscious teen, I never 
thought a guy like him would go for 
a girl like me, but after we went on 
our first date to Newport, strolling 
through the cobblestone streets, 
eating steak and French fries, lick
ing delicious ice cream and talking 
all night (until we had to be back to 
camp for our curfew), we remained 
inseparable the entire summer. 
Like any summer romance, it took 
off and evolved very quickly. We 
spent evening after evening lying 
under the stars, raiding the kitchen 
or watching movies with friends in 
the staff lounge. 

Come the end of the summer, I 
was fearful and sad that our flow
ering relationship might need to 
end, as Leo was going to return 
to Ithaca College in New York, 
and I would be in Rhode Island, 
However, Leo had other plans. 
Every other weekend, he made the 
six-hour drive between Ithaca and 
Cr~nston to spend time with me. 
The rest is history. It has been more 
than eight years since Leo and I 
met, and we will make it official by 
getting married on Aug. 20, 2011, 
surrounded by the people we love 
and at the place where it all began 
-Camp JORI. 

Sari Guttin and her .ftance L eo 
D esForges live in Newton Centre, 
Mass. Contact her at saribari33@ 
msn.com. 

Picture your child at Cat1tp Yout1g Judaea! 

Co-ed overnight camp in beau ti fut southern New Hampshire setting for 

children from a variety of Jewish backgrounds (Grades 2-9). We are 

kosher ; 3.5 & 7 week sessions offered. Huge variety of activities -

waterfront (plus beautiful pool!), sports, -drama, arts, trips and more. 

Ask us about first-time camper discount program! 

Call today to inquire about space availability!! 

CONfACf: Kem,eth J. Kornreich, Uirector 
22 Priscilla Circle Wellesley, MA 0248 1 

wwwjvhri.org 

7 81 237-9410 or cyJt1h®lol.co11t 
CHECK us our A!: www.cyJ.org 
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Camp is a family tradition 

Everyone's camp 
is 'the best' 

Bv NANCY K1 RSCU 

nkirsch@JFRI.org 

W AT MAKES 
meone choose 

ne camp instead of 
nother? For Judy 

Kaye, who grew up in Newton, 
Mass., it was a rabbi's recommen
dation. Her family's warm and 
energetic Reform rabbi suggested 
she attend Camp Young Judea. 
"Some of my earliest spiritual expe
riences happened at camp ... having 
Shabbat services outside in a grove 
of trees and doing Israeli singing 
and dancing," Kaye said. "W e did a 
lotoffolkdances- in the 1960s and 
1970s - and I loved it. It strength
ened my Jewish identity and 
involvement." Kaye attended Camp 
Young Judea, in Amherst, N.H., 
(not affiliated with any movement) 
for five summers as a camper, but 

· never as a counselor. 
As for Kaye's children? It w:!Sn't 

rabbinical influence, but their 
mother's past attendance that led 
her twin daughters, Abby and 
Dena, to attend Camp Young 
Judea for five summers as campers 
and a sixth summer on the camp's 
Israel program. 

Abby, a freshman at University 
of Maryland at College Park, took 
a break from final exams to talk 
about her camp experiences. 

"I went because my mom went 
there," she said. "Originally, the 
pull was the generational thing, but 
once there, I had great friendships 
and new experiences." Judaism was 
always there at camp, she said, and 
we shared Jewish values, without 
them being overbearing. On Shab
bat, she said, there were incred
ible services and songs that we all 
enjoyed together. Although she 
and her sister applied to be coun
selors-in-training at Camp Young 
Judea, the supply greatly exceeded 
the camp's demand for ounselors- . 
in-training. 

Unlike some other campers -
who are lifetime devotees of one 
camp and one camp only - Abby 
went to another camp, though 
as a counselor, during the 2010 

,.- ~ '"·. 
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/Jamie Kaye-Phillips 

AT CAMP BAUERCREST, Jamie Kaye-phillips, center, 
is surrounded by friends. 

summer. 
Camp Ramah in Nyack, NY. 

is, she said, the only model in the 
country where campers are there 
during the day, but the staffers live 
there all summer. "It's an incred
ible model. We can give 100 per
cent of our energy during the day 
to the kids; at nights and on the 
weekends, it becomes all about 
us ... developing relationships with 
one another, etc. There are [great] 
secular and Jewish activities," said 
Abby. "I could never go back to 
overnight camp. I have no desire to 
do what I did before." 

C,u,r BAUERCREST 

The women in the Kaye-Phil
lips family are not the only camp 
devotees; the twins'· brother, 
Jamie, attended Camp Bauercrest 
in Amesbury, Mass., as a camper, 
counselor and group leader. Judy's 
husband - Bruce Phillips - Bruce's 
brothers and Bruce's father all 
attended Bauercrest, as campers 
or counselors. Jamie is, he said, 
the 13th member of his family to 
attend the camp! 

Jamie Kaye-Phillips, who now 
lives in New York City, and works 
on Broadway putting on musicals 
and plays and corporate enter
tainment, said that the camp was 
modeled on the central tenet of 
STAR: Sportsmanship, teamwork, 
achievement and responsibility. 
The camp had, he said, "the idea 
of crafting young Jewish boys into 
menshes through sport. At Bau
ercrest, you play every sport. You 
have to enjoy playing, [and the 
game] varies in degree of competi
tiveness." 

Unlike many other heavily Jewish 
camps, such as Ramah, Bauercrest 
wasn't so centralized around Jewish 
rituals and practices, but campers 
built Jewish experiences by being 
around other kids who share the 
same background and faith. As ~ 
2006 Classical High School gradu
ate, Jamie was one of only a few 
Jewish students in his graduating 
class. 

One summer, Bauercrest had 
several Israeli counselors who "took 
over the camp for the day, with 
military games, Israeli food, etc. I 
got a kick out of the soldiers who 
led us through a day of army train
ing," said Jamie. "They pushed us 
past the point of what we thought 
we could handle." 

Although Jamie's various rela
tives had attended Bauercrest long 
before he did, he felt very con
nected to the camp, even early on. 
He spent 10 summers there - six 
as a camper and four as a staff 
member. 

C,uw R,u1AH AT PAUIBR 

As a teenager, Oren Kaunfer, 
now 34, thought that camp was 
a "waste of time. Before I went to 
camp, I enjoyed summers hanging 
around Providence," he said. So, 
how did he end up at Camp Ramah 
in Palmer, Mass.? 

Kaunfer's two best friends were 
going and he'd heard that he could 
only go on a specific Israel trip if 
he went to Ramah. He decided, 
he said, to "suck it up and· go to 
camp." Kaunfer came to Ramah 
in Palmer as a "late starter," when 
he was 14. He had met his future 
wife, Rachel, the summer before 
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/Oren Kaunfer 

CAMP RAMAH COUNSELORS, Oren Kaunfer, second from left, and 
Noah Borenstein, far right, are both from Providence. 

at a USY encamp
ment at camp, but 
during Kaunfer's first 
summer as a Ramah 
camper, their rela
tionship blossomed. 

"Some of our clos
est friends are friends 
from Ramah," he 
said. 

Kaunfer, who 
produces animated 
television shows and 
lives in Brooklyn, 
NY., would love to 
be a bunk counselor. 
"That was the best. 
I'm still in touch 
with some of the kids 
[I had when I was a 
counselor]." 

Fortunately, the 
rampant competition 
among and between 
Camp Ramah camp
ers and staffers won't 
come into play in the 
Kaunfer home. Not 
only did his parents, 

/Abby Kaye-Phillips 

ABBY KAYE-PHILLIPS carries two campers 
at Camp Ramah. 

Rabbi Alvan and 
Marcia Kaunfer, work as Ramah 
Palmer counselors, so did Rachel's 
mother ( though the Ramah they 
attended might have then been in 
Connecticut). With that family 
tradition, it's surely inevitable that 
Layla, 4, and Judah, 2 - Oren's and 
Rachel's children - will be Camp 
Ramah Palmer people. 

Everyone, said Kaunfer, thinks 
their Camp Ramah ( there are six 
Ramah Camps in North Amer
ica) is the best, but Camp Ramah 
at Palmer is the best. It attracted 
kids from beyond New England, 
including from Baltimore, Md., 
and Atlanta, Ga., so it had a lot of 
character, unlike, for example, all 
the New York kids spending all 
year together and then attending 
Camp Ramah in the Berkshires 
together. "Before the dawn of the 
Internet, we were writing letters 
and racking up our parents' phone 
bills." 

The classic Red Sox versus Yan-

kees rivalry was played out, Kaunfer 
said, in the annual color wars com
petition between Camp Ramah at 
Palmer and Camp Ramah in the 
Berkshires. "While it's good to be 
an underdog, we'd always win at 
Frisbee," he said. 

As the son of a rabbi, Oren 
was already inculcated with 
Jewish values and practices, but 
other campers really appreciated 
the Jewish traditions, including 
the songs and Shabbat experi
ences, that were part and parcel of 
Ramah. Some of them made big 
changes after a summer of a camp, 
such as deciding to keep kosher and 
expecting their family to follow 
their lead. 

As for the food, Kaunfer said the 
horrible food made Ramah even 
more special. '1f you had good 
food, what would there be to com
plain about?" 



CAMP 
J-Camp heats up for the summer 

A variety of options 
for kids of all ages 

BY BRIAN Suu,1VAN 
bsullivan@jFRl.org 

PROVIDENCE - Winter is offi
cially here, but it's never too early 
to start thinking about the warmer 
weather. For parents who like to 
plan ahead - and you know who 
you are - J-Camp is now open for 
enrollment. 

J-Camp, formerly known as 
JCC Summer Camp, provides 
a variety of options for kids of 
all ages. The Early Childhood 
Summer Camp for 3-5 year-olds 
is designed to encourage children 
to learn through hands-on experi
ences, and includes favorites like 
swim time and outdoor play. This 
summer's camp themes include 
PeeWee Sports, Seeking Science, 
Fairytale Dance Camp and many 
more. 

/ Shannon Boucher 

For children in grades K-7, 
J-Camp offers weekly field trips, 
daily swimming and plenty of 
outdoor time, while fostering 
self-confidence, self-esteem and 
teamwork. ]-Camp's specialty 
camps provide campers the oppor
tunity to try something new like 
Hip Hop Dance Camp, Professor 
Gizmo's Young Inventors Work
shop, 3D Computer Animation 
Camp and Animal Camp with 
the Rhode Island Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. 
"It's important to have the right 
combination of fun and education 
in our camp activities," said Shan
non Boucher, director of children's 
programs at the Jewish Alliance of 
Greater Rhode Island. 

J-CAMPERS, TOMER RAZ, left, and JODD SHEER, on a field trip 
to Watson Pond State Park in Taunton, Mass. 

And for older kids in grades 
8-10, J-Camp offers its popular 

Counselors-in-Training (CIT) 
program. CITs "assist and lead 
campers through various camp 
activities - an effective way to 
introduce leadership skills to 
teens," said Boucher. 

J-Camp offers campers a fun, 
friendly and caring environment. 
With excellent staff-to-camper 
ratios, and an emphasis on safety, 
health and respect, parents can be 
sure their child will come away 
with "memories to last a lifetime," 
she said. 

For more information on]-Camp, 
please visit wwwJCCRl.org or call 

• Award Winning Intensive Board and 

Train Program & Canine Massage and Reiki 

• Beginner, Advanced & Off Leash Training 

• Rehabilitation and Behavior Modification 

• Aggressive Dog Specialist with REAL Results 

• Wilderness-Ocean-Beach-Boat Excursions 

• Licensed-Bonded-Insured-Accredited 

861-8800. 

Ihe Jewish Community Center, 
Jewish Federation and Bureau of 
Jewish Education are now the Jewish 
Alliance of Greater Rhode Island. 

]-Camp is a program of the Jewish 
Alliance of Greater Rhode Island. 

wwwjvhri.org 
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How I met my husband 
Summer sweethearts are 
a long-married couple 

BY GERALDINE SEGAL FOSTEH 

Special to Ihe Voice & Herald 

PROVIDENCE - "We welcome 
you to Center/and/We're mighty glad 
you're here/We'll send the air rever
berating/With a mighty cheer. .. " 

It was the gathering of the coun
selors, junior and senior, before the 
start of the Jewish Community 
Center UCC) day camp during the 
summer of 1947. Meet and greet 
time. Some of us were returning 
for a second season; others were 
new. It was hugs and smiles and 
welcoming shrieks for those we 
already knew, curious glances at 
the ones we did not. 

Charlie Browdy, the camp direc· 
tor, began the meeting with the 
camp song. Dissatisfied, Char
lie had us repeat it - once more 
with feeling. One of those whose 
enthusiasm was rather curbed 
was another veteran, this one not 
a veteran counselor, but someone 
recently returned from two tours 
of duty in Europe. He sat in the 
back row with two of his friends 
and regarded the proceedings with 
a bit of amusement. 

As Charlie called the name of 
each female senior counselor, gave 
her the group assignment and 
the name of the junior counselor 
assigned to her, each of us stood 
up in turn and smiled at our junior 

counselor, who also stood to show 
solidarity; we were now a team. 

Then came the male counselors, 
and Warren Foster, a bus driver. 

There were two bus drivers, 
Bliff Porrecca (who owned the 
busses) and covered South Provi
dence and Cranston, and Warren, 
who covered the East Side and the 
North End of Providence. He also 
had charge of the 5-year-old boys' 
group. Talk about a mismatch! 
Here was an athlete, well versed in 
sports stuff, but with no experience 
with children, taking on a gaggle 
of kindergartners! 

We planned a counselors' beach 
party a few weeks into the season. 
After the hot dogs and soda (no 
beer), Warren asked me to go 
swimming. In the water in the 
moonlight, he proposed to me. I 
laughed at the joke and accepted. 

We had never before shared 
more than a casual conversation. 
Well, we started to date. He was 
entering Boston University in the 
fall, and I was entering my junior 
year at Pembroke at Brown Uni
versity. 

We knew it was a summer Bing. 
It turned out to be a very long 

summer. We will celebrate our 61st 
wedding anniversary on May 28, 
2011! 

Geraldine Segal Foster is an occa
sional contributor to The Jewish 
Voice & Herald. Contact her at 
ve/ve/73@aol.com. 

Classroom Visit Day 
January 13, 9-11 am RSVP online 

Nursery through eighth grade 
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BUSINESS 
Do you own your own business? 
Share your story in rb, JEWISH VOICE & Hmwn 

We plan to focus on Jewish entrepreneurs in our Jan. 21 , 2011 
edition of the paper. If you think your entrepreneurial story is 

newsworthy, your story may be included in that issue. Please contact 
Nancy Kirsch, the executive editor, at 421 -4111 ext. 168 

or nkirsch@JFRl.org in December! 

Don't delay - we want to hear from you. 
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A SKETCHBOOK 

The 90th birthday hash 
Celebrating Bernie 
Bell s beautiful life 

HE TELLS A JOKE 
well. He will get on a 
plane to visit any auld 
acquaintance who is 

in failing health and needs good 
company. 

He wears a blue bachelor button 
in his lapel and a fedora - in sum-
,.. ____ _, mertime a proper 

straw hat - and 
often a silk cravat 
as his personal 
trademarks. Fig
ured out the 
riddle? 

It could be 
Mike nobody else but 
Fink Bernie Bell. He 

_...;;;.;;;;.=-- has a fan club from 

around the Earth, a circle of friends 
from the Holy Land to Sepharad 
(a biblical place name of uncertain 
location), from the Caribbean to 
Montreal... and from the under
grads at H illel and the scholars at 
the John Carter Brown library to 
assisted living residents throughout 
our little world in the Ocean State. 

Well, Bernie Bell (Mr. B.B.) 
comes from a family that, like mine, 
once lodged in Romania. I always 
thought that we "Rumanisches" 
had picked up some traits from 
the Gypsies - is it the Romany? 
- including not having to tell the 
whole truth. I was raised to think 
you should never admit your age, as 
it might attract the evil eye. 

But Bernie is too smart to fall for 
such a superstitious line. The invi
tation to his 90th birthday party 
came right out and announced that 
number to one and all. His son Jon
athan and daughter Deborah threw 
the afternoon gala to bring together 
his chums from his highly sociable 
daily routine. 

So there were dignitaries from 
his alma mater, Brown University. 
There were folks from the coffee 
house habits of a reader of newspa
pers and a sipper of tea. Unlike me, 
Bernie shuns the caffeine in coffee 
and goes so far as to carry his own 
herbal tea bags. No, Bernie and I 
don't agree about everything ... but, 
almost! 

We both enjoy an afternoon 
cocktail. Bernie sips a dry mar
tini. I prefer vodka with tonic water, 
containing quinine. (That way I 
won't succumb to malaria.) And 
I avoid anything decaf.. so there! 
A s far as our wardrobes are con
cerned, the ladies who join us at 
table for the first muffin of the 
morn, compliment Bernie or, on 
occasion, me, for what we are wear
ing that day. Mr. B nearly always 
wins. I have spent too much time 
altering a shirt collar, turning a 
cuff, re-styling an item gone out 
of fashion, all to no avail. Bernie 
regularly performs tikkun olam on 
the treasures he can keep for decade 
after decade to wear for a special 
event, such as a 90th birthday cel
ebration. 

A list of his virtues would use up 
a ream of legal paper. As a fund-

20°/o OFF 
~rameu '\?\ctures 

& M\rrors 
Pre-Made Frames 

NOT included 
Custom frames -

/Me l Blake 

epigram. As a G.I. posted in Eng-
land and in Belgium, he learned to 
get along with others. We attended 
the funeral of our barber, who died 
in his 90s, some months ago. He 
asked me to join the Russian vet
erans of World War II at a Jewish 
community luncheon some seasons 
past. 

BERNIE BELL, left, with Irving and Regina Shields 

He never lets anything get by 
him. We have to skip our afternoon 
drinks on Thursdays when he plays 
tennis in Newport, where he has 
yet another social club. In summer, 
it's the Dunes Club. Well, 90 isn't 
what it used to be. A lot of us these 
days make it or hope to make it to 
that milestone, once a rare goal on 
the way to 120. · 

raiser for hospices, both here and in 
Israel, he can be proud of the help 
he has brought to patients, and for 
the efforts he puts into maintain
ing the devoted friendships of an 

"l-le never lets 
anything get 

by him." 

incredible range of people. Cases 
of excellent wines, cognacs, and 
Champagnes get delivered regu
larly to the vestibule of his home, 
gifts from "the Countess from Bar
celona," a lady who contributes to 
his causes and thanks him lavishly 
for asking! Gee, I'm using a lot of 
exclamation points in this report, 
but they seem to be typing them
selves of their own free will! 

Of course, like a seesaw, there is 

wwwjvhri.org 

always a balance between our vir
tues and our vices. In my belief, 
most of our virtues are, in fact, 
vices, only they don't wear the 
outer garments of vice. And, like
wise, some of our vices are virtues 
gone downhill. One of Bernie's 
shortcomings is that he strongly 
disapproves of my habit of wearing 
baseball caps. I have to explain, and 
explain again, that the visor keeps 
the sun out of my eyes. He likes to 
make fun of one and all, and here is 
a prime example. 

"That must be Rabbi Laufer on 
the phone," he will say with a frown, 
when our little table ritual with my 
vodka and his gin and a small bowl 
of chips has to be interrupted. For 
another, more urgent, ritual. The 
minyan at Chabad requires a 10th 
person. You can always rely upon 
Bernie Bell to pull himself up and 
out to join the blessings at dawn or 
dusk. The virtue is that he goes and 
does. 

The vice is that he groans about 
it. (Like the famous French soldier, 
who complains while he marches, 
according to a Paris bumper sticker 

But I can't imagine anybody who 
attains it and reaches outward with 
the flair, style, elan and elegance 
of Mr. Bernie Bell. Martha Jou
kowsky, one of the birthday cel
ebration guests, made a brief, but 
quite beautiful, speech as a toast. 
"He has the gift of loyalty. To so 
many things in his life!" 

Loyalty has been his path. My 
own words at his gala were, "I 
have learned from Bernie that you 
should never give up or give in. 
Dress up and play your tennis." 

Then I figured, that's enough 
to say, and I made my way to the 
bar to try out the wines of red and 
white and clink glasses with the 
high society of Bernie's world. 

I wish I had made that speech in 
Yiddish. That's still another of BB's 
special objects of study and love. 
So: L'chaim! 

Michael Fink is a resident of Provi
dence and an English professor at the 
Rhode Island School of Design. Con
tact him at mjink33@aol.com. 
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A Yiddish circle of destiny 
Leo Rosten's terms 
define some of us 

PICTURE AN elemen
tary school yard in the 
Jewish ghetto of inner 
Brooklyn during the 

1920s. The yard, a simple clear
ing paved with asphalt and bor

Stanley 
Aronson, MD. 

dered by a high 
chain fence, is 
designed as a 
site for super-
vised athletic 
games. Bas-
ketball had not 
yet achieved its 
current status, 
so the only 
distinguishing 
features of the 
yard are painted 

rectangles for the girls to jump 
rope and painted circles, some 20 
feet in diameter, for a boys' game 
called dodge ball. 

The rules of the game are 
simple. About 20 boys line the 
outer rim; and the remainder 
(called "innies") fill the interior of 
the circle. Those on the rim field 
a volley ball, rolling it through 
the circle in an attempt to hit one 
of the "innies," who dance about 
dodging the ball. Once hit, a 
boy is eliminated, until only one 
"innie" remains - and he,,is pro-

claimed the winner. 
Dodge ball is an innocent 

amusement requiring neither 
expensive equipment nor elabo
rate training exercises - the sort of 
game children might readily play 

"When a 
shlimmazel se11s 

umbre11as, the sun 
comes out; when 
he builds coffins, 

someone discovers 
penicillin." 

in Barrington or Baghdad. But 
one thing is clear: the sequence 
that eliminates the "innies" is 
rarely random or arbitrary. Some 
children are fated by emotional 
or biological circumstances to be 
the most vulnerable and the first 
eliminated. The skinny, wiry 
ones - whose inner thermostat 
seems to be set at a higher pace 
- survive, while the more placid, 
compliant children, often better
nourished, are invariably the ones 
who quickly leave the circle. 

And so, while philologists may 
ponder the definitions of crucial 
Yiddish words, the Brooklyn chi!-

dren knew, from daily experience, 
the practical meanings of words 
like shlemiel and shlimmazel. 

Leo Rosten, the great arbiter 
of Yiddish linguistics, defines 
shlemiel (from Hebrew, shelo mo' ii 
meaning "useless") as a some
what maladjusted, gauche, clumsy 
person; but - and here is the dis
tinction - when he trips with 
a bowl of hot chicken soup, he 
spills it not on himself but on an 
innocent bystander; and we call 
the casualty a shlimmazel (from 
schlimm maze!, "bad luck"). The 
perversity of fortune - sometimes 
called fate - falls selectively on the 
shlimmazel, that nebbish destined 
to be victimized by the ineptitude 
of the shlemiels of this world. 

How does Rosten define shlim
mazel? A chronically unlucky 
person for whom nothing seems 
to go well. When a shlimmazel 
sells umbrellas, the sun comes 
out; when he builds coffins, some
one discovers penicillin. So too 
with dodge ball: there are the 
ill-fated shlimmazels who get hit 
quickly, and the shlemiels who 
are the willful hurlers of the vol
leyball - though these traits tend 
to lessen by adolescence. A neb
bish, on the other hand, deserves 
greater compassion; he tends to 
have inherited a lifetime of mis
fortune extending to senescence. 
Some people are struck by light-

Save the Date! Save the Date! Save the Date! Save the Date! Save the Date! 
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ning maybe once in their lifetime; 
but a nebbish can write a textbook 
on lightning strikes. 

The ghetto children of Brook
lyn, fortunately, grew up; and their 
separate destinies were molded by 
skills and happenstances distin
guishable from those of kids vic
timized by the dodge ball game 
or those of the winners (dodg
ers). And heaven has decreed that 
shlemiel-itude and shlimmazel-ness 
need not be lifetime destinies. But 
ability by itself does not suffice to 
bring good fortune in life; some 
help from a higher authority is 
required. Thus, the lingering ele
ment of fate still exerts its subtle 
influence. 

Are these behavioral differences 
confined to Jews? Probably not, 
since each culture has evolved its 
idiosyncratic terms for the non-

randomness of bad luck. It may 
be ascribed to fate, destiny, divine 
will, karma or kismet. And many 
of us fear Fate so much that we 
even capitalize the word. 

Man's destiny is neither mani
fest nor carved in stone. Nor 
do we have, in the words of the 
Romantics, an implacable rendez
vous with destiny. We construct 
our personal destiny step by step, 
stitch by stitch, and must look 
only to ourselves to identify the 
engineers of our fate. But when it 
comes to the vernacular, the Yid
dish terms shlemiel and shlimmazel 
far outdo the Greek or Latin ter
minology. 

Stanley M. Aronson, MD, is dean 
of medicine emeritus, Brown Uni
versity. Contact him at smamd@ 
cox.net. 

A view from the past 

B ERNARD Manuel 
Goldowsky was the 
first Jewish detective 
in Rhode Island. He 

specialized in servicing the jew
elry industry in this state and 
nearby Massachusetts. 
After several of his businesses 

failed, he answered a "help 
wanted" ad and was hired by the 
Pinkerton Detective Agency. 
In 1903, he established the 
National D etective Agency, 
which was later renamed The 
G oldowsky D etective Agency. 
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Unfamiliarity breeds contempt 
PARASHAT SHEMOT 
Exonus 1:1 - 6 :1 

B Y R ABBI ELYSE W ECIITERMAN 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

W TH THIS week's 
parashah, we 
begin reading a 
new book of the 

Torah: Sefer Shemot, the Book of 
Exodus. We are now in the next 
phase of our people's history. 
Whereas Genesis told the story of 
an extended family of individuals 
(Abraham, Sarah, Isaac, Rebekah 
and so on) we now begin the story 
of a people, B 'nei Yisrael - our 
people. 

The parashah opens with a recap 
of the last few lines of Genesis: 
"And these are the names of the 
sons of Israel 
who came to 

without remembering Joseph and 
all that came before. 

Yet, that is precisely what hap
pens next: "A new king arose over 
Egypt who knew not Joseph." 
(Exodus 1:8) The new Pharaoh, 
it seems, did not remember. And 
the consequence of that failure 
of memory and lack of knowl
edge was descent into oppres
sion, enslavement and, ultimately, 
destruction . 

"He [Pharaoh] said to his 
people, 'Behold, the people of the 
children oflsrael are more numer
ous and stronger than we are. Get 
ready, let us deal shrewdly with 
them, lest they increase, and a 
war befall us, and they join ou r 
enemies and depart from the 
land.' They appointed over them 
tax collectors to afllict them with 

their burdens, 
and they built 

Egypt; with 
Jacob came 

"Fear of the store cities 
for Pharaoh, 

each man and 
his house
hold: Reuben, 
Simeon, Levi, 
and Judah; 
Issachar, Zebu
lun, and Ben
jamin; Dan 
and Naphtali, 
Gad and Asher. 
Now all those 
descended from 
Jacob were 
seventy souls; 

'other' - especia11y 
the 'other' who 

settles within our 

namely Pithom 
and Raamses." 
(1:9-11) 

Not 
ing 

know
Joseph, 

borders - is a we11- not remem-
bering all that 

documented source 
of hatred and 
oppression." 

Joseph had 
done for Egypt, 
and fearing 
the poten-
tial "enemy 
within," Pha-
raoh sees no 

and Joseph was [already] 
Egypt."(Exodus 1:1-5) 

in option but to enslave and oppress 
B'nei Y israel. With this action, 
Pharaoh unwittingly established 
a pattern that we, as Jews, have 
come to know all too well: As 
strangers in a new land, we have 
often been unknown, unfamiliar 
and perceived as "other." And 
eventually, in times of trouble, we 
have become scapegoats, easy vic
tims of a tyrannical ruler's need to 
retain control. 

The text goes out of its way to 
remind us exactly where matters 
stood at the conclusion of the pre
vious book: Jacob and his sons and 
all their households have come to 
Egypt at the invitation of Pha
raoh, issued out of gratitude for 
all that Joseph had done to save 
Egypt from doom and destruc
tion. We cannot read Exodus 

But what if Pharaoh had 
remembered Joseph - or had been 
reminded about him? What if the 
Pharaoh who "knew not Joseph" 
had taken the time to get to know 
Joseph's descendants? What ifhe 
had read his history books and 
learned about the contributions of 
these foreign shepherds to Egypt's 
economy? OK - this is a specula
tion that the Torah narrative must 
ignore for the larger plot unfold
ing; but what of other Pharaohs, 
other rulers in their days? 

Fear of the "other'' - especially 
the "other" who settles within our 
borders - is a well-documented 
source of hatred and oppression . 
Out of fear of being overtaken or 
overrun, the human reaction is to 
separate ourselves, hunker down 
and keep our distance. So we 
placed Native Americans on res
ervations, barred African-Amer
icans from sharing public spaces 
with whites, interred Japanese
Americans during World War 
II and we discriminate against 
immigrants in increasing num
bers. 

"Not knowing Joseph," failure 
to recognize the humanity of the 
other, becomes an excuse for the 
worst crimes against humanity, 
and we know where this led the 
Pharaoh of the Exodus. Is it pos
sible that the Torah 's brief recap 
of Genesis at the beginning of this 
parashah was intended to instruct 
all of us to study our history, to 
get to know those who share our 
space, to reach out to those with 
whom we share this planet in 
order to avoid becoming Pharaohs 
ourselves? 

R abbi Elyse Wechterman, a 
member of the Rhode Island and 
Massachusetts board of rabbis, is the 
rabbi at Agudas A chim in Attleboro, 
M ass. Contact her at rabbi@agu
dasma. org. 

JERI holds drop-in hours at satellite locations 
PROVIDENCE - Jewish Elder
care of Rhode Island OER1), a 
program of Jewish Seniors Agency, 
holds "drop-in" satellite office 
hours, with a topic of "New Year, 
New You," for these sessions: 

• Monday, Jan. 10, from 1 -
2:30 p.m., Brightview Commons, 
57 Grandeville Court, Wakefield 

• Thursday,Jan. 13, from 10:30 
a.m. - noon, Temple Shalom, 223 
Valley Road, Middletown 

• Thursday,Jan. 20, from 1:30-

3:30 p.m., Phyllis Siperstein Tam
arisk Assisted Living, 3 Shalom 
Drive, Wa1wick 

• Monday, Jan. 24, from 10:30 
a.m. - noon, Sakonnet Bay Manor, 
1215 Main Road, Tiverton 

And, for the following session, 
the topic is "Shmeer and Shmooze 
with the Adlers:" 

• Thursday,Jan. 27, from 9:30-
11 a.m., Congregation B'nai Israel, 
224 Prospect St., Woonsocket 

JERI Director Susan Adler and 

Assistant JERI Director Ethan 
Adler will be available to counsel 
and advise seniors and their fami
lies. Ethan is available for pastoral 
counseling. Everyone is welcome 
to attend. 

For more in.formation or to set up 
an appointment, contact Susan Adler 
at 621-5374 or sadler-jeri@jsari.org. 

1he Jewish Seniors Agency (www. 
jsari.org) is a partner agency of the 
Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode 
Island. 

Early Childhood Center welcomes enrollment 
PROVIDENCE - The Early 
Childhood Center is a warm 
environment where children are 
taught Jewish and universal values 
of caring, kindness and respect. 
Accredited by the NAEYC accred
ited and adhering to Rhode Island's 
early learning standards program, 
the Center has a low teacher
student ratio. Offering extended 

wwwjvhri.org 

day options, the Center offers a 
nutritious hot lunch prepared by a 
culinary nutritionist, an American 
Red Cross Learn-to-Swim pro
gram each week, and in-classroom 
art program. 

To learn more about our Early 
Childhood Center program, call Helen 
West at 861-8800, ext. 131 or Dani 
Brier at ext. 130. 

1he Jewish Community Center, the 
Jewish Federation and the Bureau of 
Jewish Education are now the Jewish 
Alliance of Greater Rhode Island. 1he 
Early Childhood Center is a program 
of the Alliance. 
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others are partially redacted, as he 
is a minor). He fulfilled those same 
commitments to HERC; today, he 
remains on probation. Both young 
men's commitments to pay resti
tution for cleanup costs are still 
pending. 

Other than synagogue mem
bers and some pre-b'nei mitzvah 
students, only the two young 
men, Katherine and Tom Johnson 
(Ryan Johnson's grandparents), 
John Moreira, a special assistant 
attorney general for Rhode Island, 
and this reporter were present for 
this special meeting. The young 
men apologized profusely to the 
congreg~tion; following their 
comments, two other congregants 
- May Ronny Zeidman, HERC 
director, and Alice Goldstein, a 
Holocaust survivor - spoke to th~ 
congregation. 

"I don't think I'll ever be able 
to apologize enough," said Ryan 
Johnson. "We met with Ruth 
Oppenheim [ another Holocaust 
survivor] and Alice Goldstein, and 
we learned a lot [at HERC]." 

Ryan G . said, "I am sorry for 
my stupidity; my actions hurt and 
offended a lot of people. I didn't 
understand the Holocaust until 

. I studied it [at HERC]; I didn't 
mean to bring back memories for 
survivors. Schools don't go into 
detail." 

HERC PERSPECTIVE 

At HERC, said Zeidman, "I 
was facing them as a congregant 
and the HERC director. As a con
gregant, I was appalled and sad
dened." The two Ryans attended 
three-hour sessions each week for 
10 weeks at HERC, completing 
every assignment, reading every 
book and asking thoughtful ques
tions, said Zeidman. "These boys 
weren't malicious, but [they were] 
uninformed. They didn't know 
enough about Judaism or the 
Holocaust; they all know that the 
swastika strikes horror to a Jew, 
but they don't know why." Zeid
man had them read and write, and 
watch historical film clips and sur
vivor testimonies; the film "Paper 
Clips" drew praise from both 
young men. 

Her voice cracking with emo
tion, Zeidman urged parents 
and grandparents at the meet-

ing: "Demand that Holocaust 
and genocide education be taught 
in your children's and grandchil
dren's schools. To say nothing is to 
say 'yes' [to ignorance]." (To learn 
more about the state of Holocaust 
education in Rhode Island, read 
sidebar, "What does Rhode Island 
law require in Holocaust educ_a
tion?") 

At a private meeting with the 
boys, Johnson's grandparents and 
this reporter, Zeidman expressed 
frustration that the criminal justice 
system routinely sends offenders to 
agencies for community service 
with no structured education com
ponent; moreover, the small staff 
and insufficient resources of many 
agencies make it difficult to create 
such a component. These two were 
the fifth and sixth young men in 
the past four years who have been 
court-ordered to attend HERC as 
part of their community service. 

A SURVIVOR'S PERSPECTIVE 

As it was evidence of a crime, the 
vandalism could not be cleaned up 
until the investigation was com
plete; so the swastika and epithet 
remained on the synagogue wall as 
people entered for Shabbat services 
on Friday.June 4. Alice Goldstein, 
a survivor, spoke on Dec. 12 to 
her fellow congregants about that 
night's experiences. 

"When we met to daven the 
Shabbat services, I knew the swas
tika was just behind me," said 
Goldstein, who is from Kenzin
gen, Germany. "Knowing it was 
there shook me. I had thought of 
the U.S. as a really safe place ... [But 
with this], I realized that there are 
still reasons to worry here ... " 

Like Zeidman, Goldstein 
believes these two young men 
have gained some understanding. 
"If they see bullying in school or 
beyond - words or actions against 
people who are different - I hope 
they stop it." 

Education makes an enormous 
difference, she said, citing efforts 
in her German hometown. "Teens 
there know far more than many 
American Jewish teens do about 
Judaism," she said. "Their educa
tion has made a big difference in 
how I feel about going back [to 
Germany]." 

Bovs ARE 'KNUCKLEHEADS' 

Goldstein and Perlman pre-
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sented a plant to each boy and to 
Katherine Johnson, to symbolize 
the knowledge they have gained 
from the experience. You can nur
ture, water and feed the plant and 
it will grow and flourish, he said. 
Or you can let it wither and die. 
"The choice is yours." 

and local children (including many 
who aren't Jewish) brought in pen
nies and nickels they had collected 
to help the synagogue - Perlman 
hopes to involve the larger com
munity in an education and aware
ness initiative. "We've been talking 
about the next steps and talking 
to Pastor Dennis Kohl, of Pilgrim 
Lutheran Church in Warwick, 

Marty Cooper [ director of the 
Community Relations Council] 
and May-Ronny Zeidman about 
a community forum in the spring," 
said Perlman. "We want to teach 
more people. Ryan Johnson and 
Ryan [G.] are willing to be speak
ers at the event." 

The boys were asked later, "How 
do you know about swastikas? 
How did you know they were so 
hateful to Jews?" 

"'South Park' [an animated tele
vision show]," said Ryan G . "It 
makes it seem OK to make fun of 
Jewish people." A sophomore at a 
Warwick public high school who 
works at a Burger King, he will use 
money from his job to make resti
tution to the synagogue. 

What does Rhode Island law require in 
Holocaust education? 

Ryan Johnson, who attends 
classes at Community College of 
Rhode Island and works at Dunkin 
Donuts, will become a father in 
January 2011. He has grown from 
this experience, he said, though 
he wishes he could have matured 
without having been, as Perlman 
called him, "a knucklehead." 

"This has turned me into a dif
ferent person; it changed me for 
the better. Life isn't all fun and 
games~ there's more to it than 
that," said Ryan Johnson. 

Katherine Johnson, who accom
panied the boys to all but one of 
the 10 weekly sessions, still finds 
it hard to believe that Ryan John
son committed this act. Her hus
band, Tom, she said, was the one 
who heard the news on television. 
While expressing deep gratitude 
to Zeidman and others involved 
in teaching them all more, she 
repeatedly wiped away tears. 

At the interview's conclusion, 
the grandparents and the "two 
Ryans" hugged Zeidman, who 
returned the hugs with genuine 
warmth. 

B EYOND TOE J EWlSD COMJ\IUMTY 

Just as the larger community 
embraced Temple Am David after 
the incident- a neighbor called the 
synagogue to report the deface
ment, police responded promptly 

BY NANCY KIRSCH 

nkirsch@jFRl.org 

TH E RHODE ISLAND 
state laws (Section 16-22-
22) states: "Genocide and 

human rights education - The 
department of elementary and 
secondary education shall, pursu
ant to rules promulgated by the 
commissioner of elementary and 
secondary education, develop cur
ricula'r material on genocide and 
human rights issues and guidelines 
for the teaching of that material. 
The material and guidelines shall 
include, but not be limited to: (1) 
the period of the transatlantic slave 
trades and the middle passage; (2) 
the great hunger period in Ireland; 
(3) the Armenian genocide; (4) 
the Holocaust; and (5) the Mus
solini fascist regim·e and other 
recognized human rights viola
tions. In formulating this program 
the department shall consult 
with practicing teachers, princi
pals, superintendents and experts 
knowledgeable in genocide and 
human rights issues. Local school 
committees may incorporate the 
material into their elementary and 
secondary school curriculum." 

During the meeting of Dec. 
12, Marty Cooper, director of the 
Community Relations Council 
(CRC) explained that an effort 
last year, spearheaded by a group 
from Brown called Teachers 
Against Genocide had worked to 
get legislation enacted that would 
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wwwjvhri.org 
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in RI - 2009 
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Bonnie Kaplan 
401-374-4488 

have required the Holocaust to be 
part of the human rights educa
tion curriculum. The CRC was 
involved in the legislative initia
tive through the Rhode Island 
Commission on Prejudice & Bias; 
though the effort failed last year, 
Cooper plans to have it introduced 
again in 2011. 

Elliot Krieger, spokesperson 
for the Rhode Island Department 
of Education (RIDE), said in a 
telephone interview that RIDE 
supported the proposed legisla
tion, while expressing concerns 
about potential additional costs; 
he anticipates the same outcome 
if the legislation is re-introduced. 
Local school committees, he said, 
set their owri curriculum, though 
the state law is powerful; "I would 
guess that most states don't have 
similar statutes," he said. During 
the "course of a high school educa
tion, all this material [topics 1 - 4, 
above] should be part of students' 
learning," said Krieger. 

For more information about the 
legislative initiative or the CRC, 
contact Marty Cooper at mcooper@ 
JFRl.org or 421-4111. 
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WORLD 
BUDAPEST: a tale of two cities? 

From Page 1 

also enjoys high-profile govern
ment recognition. 

I saw this myself at Hanukkah 
when I munched on latkes at ao 
oneg Shabbat, sampled doughnuts 
at a sit-down dinner for Holocaust 
survivors, joined 20-somethings at 
a riotous klezmerlhip-hop gig and 
just missed witnessing the foreign 
minister, Budapest's mayor and 
other VIPs help light a big meno
rah set up in the ceoter of town. 

While anti-Semitism remains 
a serious concern in this central 
European country, Budapest-based 
Jewish writer Adam LeBor wrote 
io the Economist, the Der Spiegel 
article was a one-sided screed that 
portrayed the Jewish experience 
in Hungary "solely through the 
warped prism of anti-Semitism 
rather than its much more com
plex, and healthy, reality." 

A timely and important new 
book puts contemporary Hungar
ian anti-Semitism into perspec
tive. Based on studies carried out 
since the early 1990s, 1he Stranger 
at Hand: Antisemitic Prejudices in 
Post-Communist Hungary is the 
most comprehensive analysis to 
date of the scope and impact of the 
phenomenon. It's just too bad that 
its price tag of Sl31 will put it out 
of reach of many potential readers. 

Written by Andras Kovacs, a 
sociologist at Budapest's Central 
European University who has 
devoted decades to tracking both 
the development of anti-Semitism 
and the development ofJewish life 
and identity here, the book pres
eots a highly complex and some
times contradictory picture. 

A large part of Hungarian soci
ety, both Jewish and non-Jewish, is 
convinced that anti-Semitism has 
increased in Hungary since the fall 

. of communism, Kovacs writes. 
"What is said on the street, writ

ten in newspapers, and heard on 
the radio can and does give rise to 
concern," he writes. ''Are the fears 
legitimate?" 

The answer, he told JTA in an 

interview, is a mix of yes, no and 
maybe. 

, with its anti-Semitic rheto
ric and virulently anti-Roma, or 
Gypsy, political platform, won 
nearly 17 percent of the vote in 
April elections and entered Parlia
meot as Hungary's third-largest 
party. -Bur recent evidence shows 
that it has been losing support 
amid divisive internal squabbles, 
and newly imposed legal measures 
have clamped down hard on its 
once-feared paramilitary wing, the 
Hungarian Guard. 

Still, jobbik did not emerge 
from thin air, and Kovacs' book 
traces the evolution of several anti
Semitic trends against a shifting 
background of political and social 
change. 

H e identifies three main types 
of anti-Semitism in Hungary. The 
first is "classi'c" anti-Jewish preju
dice, based on social and religious 
stereotypes that date back centu
ries and were kept alive, if sup
pressed, under communism. The 
second occurs when anti-Semi
tism becomes a sort of "language 
aod culture" that fosters a general 
anti-Semitic worldview. The third 
is political anti-Semitism, "where 
political activists discover that they 
can mobilize certain social groups 
by using anti-Semitic slogans to 
achieve their own goals." 

Kovacs' research shows the 
recent growth in anti-Semitism to 
be qualitative rather than quanti
tative. Surveys show that 10 to 15 
percent of Hungarians are hard
core anti-Semites, while another 
25 percent nurtures anti-Jewish 
prejudices to some degree. 

Contrary to popular percep
tion, Kovacs said, these figures 
"have increased to some extent, but 
oot d~amatically over the past 17 
years 

What is different and much more 
alarming, according to Kovacs, 
is how the type and expression of 
anti-Semitism is changing within 
that proportion. For example, 
the percentage of political anti-

Semites has grown. These political 
anti-Semites, he said, are "more 
urban, better educated and rela
tively younger" than they tended to 
be in the past. 

jobbik's key leaders, for example, 
are youthful, clean cut, and media 
and Internet-savvy - factors that 
helped enhance their appeal ahead 
of the April vote. 

Hate speech among the general 
public has been emboldened by the 
open use of anti-Semitic and anti
Roma rhetoric by extreme right 
public figures. Kovacs calls this a 
"dangerous dynamic." 

H e said young people in partic
ular frequently seem to lose their 
inhibitions, and their use of slurs 
against Jews and Roma often goes 
uochecked by parents, teachers 
and other authority figures. 

"We know that people are much 
more cautious in expressing their 
prejudices if they think that it is 
not legitimate," Kovacs said. "But 
when they realize that so-called 
important people use this language 
openly, they feel they can use it as 
well. This is what we feel now in 
Budapest." 

What follows is unclear. So 
far, j obbik's anti-Jewish rhetoric 
seems aimed at creating a body of 
like-minded followers rather than 
serving as a rallying cry for con
crete political action against Jews, 
according to Kovacs. 

But could the extreme right 
eventually elevate political anti
Semitism into a force with signifi
cant mainstream influence? 

Kovacs thinks it's unlik~ly, but 
ultimately, he writes in his book, 
it will depend on how Hungary's 
mainstream cultural and politi
cal leaders react to any attempts to 
"transform the prejudice that once 
affected the margins of Hungar
ian society into a language, culture 
and ideology." 

Author Ruth Ellen Gruber biogs 
on Jewish heritage issues at http:// 
jewish-heritage-travel.blogspot.com. 

'The ~ulogizer' remembers three Jews 
BY ALAND. ABBEY 

JERUSALEM OTA) - The 
Eulogizer highlights the life 
accomplishments of famous and 
not-so-famous Jews who have 
died recently. 

ADELE STARR, PFLAG FOUNDER 

Adele Starr, an important but 
unacknowledged figure in gay 
rights, died Dec. 10 at 90. 

Starr founded the Los Angeles 
chapter of Parents and Friends of 
Lesbians and Gays in 1976 and 
spoke three years later at the first 
gay rights march on Washington. 

Starr, born Ida Seltzer, in 
Brooklyn, moved with her hus
band to Los Angeles in 1951 and 
primarily was a stay-at-home 
mother with four sons and a 
daughter. Philip Starr told his 
parents that he was gay in 1974. 

Starr launched the Los Ange-

wwwjvhri.org 

Jes chapter of PFLAG two years 
later. PFLAG, with more than 
200,000 members, has created 
the Starr Award in her name. 

Dov SHILANSKY, SHOAH 

SURVIVOR, IRGUN ACTIVIST, 

FORMER KNESSET SPEAKER 

Dov Shilansky landed in Israel 
in 1948 after a horrific World 
War II experience in Dachau. 
Imprisoned four years later for 
a planned political bombing, he 
w~nt on to become the Knesset 
speaker. When Shilansky died on 
Dec. 9 at 86, he was a respected 
elder statesman and lawyer. 

Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu called Shilansky's 
story, "the story of our people." 

ARNOLD WEISS, FOUND 

HITLER'S WILL 

Arnold Weiss, a German-born 

U.S. counterintelligence officer 
in World War II who found Hit
ler's last will and testament, died 
Dec. 7 at 86. 

In December 1945, Weiss and 
his counterintelligence team 
tracked down a Nazi military 
aide who had been stationed at 
Hitler's bunker during his final 
days. The aide took Weiss to a 
farm on the outskirts of Munich 
where he had hidden the enve
lope at the bottom of a dry well. 
Inside it were Hitler's will and 
his marriage certificate to Eva 
Braun. 

As a youth, he was hoisted 
onto a lamppost and flogged by 
Hitler Youth members. 

Write to the Eulogizer at eulo
gizer@jta.org. 



OBITUARIES 
Benjamin Davidson, 90 

FALL RIVER, Mass. - Benjamin 
"Ben" Davidson, a long time resi
dent of Fall River, Mass., died on 
Dec. 17. He was the husband of the 
late Ruth (Ferman) Davidson. Born 
in Providence, he was a son of the 
late Abraham and Fannie (Lipschitz) 
Davidson. 

He is survived by his sons, Ste
phen Davidson, and his wife, Wilma, 
and Jeffrey Davidson and his part
ner, Sue Davis; his brother, James 
Davidson; his grandchildren, Lisa, 
Eric, Lily and Michael Davidson; 
his great-grandson, Jake Nathan
iel Doherty; and several nieces and 
nephews. He was the brother of 
the late Herman Hillman and Celia 
Lipson. 

Sophie Diamond, 94 
PROVIDENCE - Sophie (Li pet) Dia
mond died on Dec. 7. She was the 
wife of the late Louis Diamond. Born 
in Pawtucket, she was a daughter 
of the late Louis and Bessie (Cokin) 
Lipet. 

She is survived by her daugh
ter, Caren Trachtenberg, of West 
Warwick; two grandchildren and 
four great-grandchildren. She was 
the sister of the late Mollie, James, 
Hyman and Joseph Lipet. 

Donations may be made to Home 
& Hospice Care of RI. 

Hyman Goldman, 96 
WARWICK Hyman "Hy" Goldman, 
of West Bay Manor, died on Dec. 16, 
at Kent Hospital. He was the hus
band for 59 years of Rochelle (Kroll) 
Goldman. 

Born in Russia, he had lived in 
Warwick for five years, previously 
residing in Providence. A co-owner 
with his brother, Samuel , of Boar's 
Head Market on Thayer Street in 

Providence for several 
~ years before retiring 
~ 31 years ago, he was a 

World War II Army vet
eran serving stateside. 

A member of Redwood Lodge 
#35 AF & AM, Jewish War Veterans 
Post #23, Golden Link, RI Shrine, 
he was a former member of Temple 
Torat Yisrael. He was a graduate of 
the former Commercial High School, 
now Central High School. 

He was the father of David Gold
man of Warwick and Cheryl Gold
man of Leominster, Mass.; the 
brother of the late Samuel Goldman, 
Faye Toplan and Alice Miller; and the 
grandfather of Kalica. 

Contributions may be made to 
Alzheimer's Association, 245 Water
man St., Providence, RI 02906. 

Isaac Halperin 
DELRAY BEACH, Fla. - Isaac 
"Fizzy" Halperin died on Dec. 14, in 
Delray Beach, Fla. He is survived by 
his wife, Sheila; his daughter, Ellie, 
and her husband, Gary Kornfeld; his 
grandchildren, Robin and Lee who 
also reside in Florida ; and his sisters, 
Jeanette Weiss, of Providence, and 
Ethel Hershokowitz of New York. 

Donations may be made to the 
Florida Brain Tumor Association 
P.O. Box 770182, Coral Springs, 
FL 33077. 

Marcia Halsband, 71 
WARWICK - Marcia S. Halsband, 
of 82 Brookwood Road, died on 
Dec. 16, at Morgan Health Center in 
Johnston. She was the wife of Alan 
Halsband. They were married for 46 
years. 

Born in Providence, a daughter of 
the late Lester and Frances (Broman) 
Aptel, she had lived in Warwick for 
50 years. A secretary for the former 
Delta Detective Agency for more 
than 15 years before retiring 25 years 
ago, she was a January 1957 gradu
ate of Hope High School. She was a 
memberofTempleAm David. 

She was the mother of Jef
frey Halsband and his wife, Lori, 
and Scott Halsband and his wife, 
Donna, all of Warwick. She was the 
sister of Marilyn Orleck of Warwick, 
grandmother of six and great-grand
mother of two. 

Contributions may be made to 
Temple Am David, 40 Gardiner St., 
Warwick, RI 02888. 

Nancy Harriet, 60 
ELSEWHERE - Nancy Harriet, a 
resident of Chestnut Hill, Mass. for 
the last three-and-one-half years, 
died on Dec. 13. Born in Providence, 
she was a daughter of the late Jack 
and Bella (Kanopkin) Harriet. 

She lived a very determined life, 
and never let her disease hold her 

back from the things she loved or the 
things she wanted to accomplish. 
She loved to read, paint, draw, swim 
and loved animals, especially cats. 

She is survived by her sister, 
Rayna Nave, and her husband, Vin
cent, of Newton, Mass. 

Jerome Kaplan, 80 
CRANSTON - Jerome "Jerry" 
Kaplan, of 27 Hollins Drive, died on 
Dec. 11 in Rhode Island Hospital. 
He was the husband for 57 years of 
Gladys ( Grossman) Kaplan. 

Born in Providence, a son of 
the late Benjamin and Rebecca 
(Weinstein) Kaplan , he had lived in 
Cranston for 45 years. An account 
executive for Hallmark Metals Corp. 
in Cranston for 24 years, he was a 
graduate of Hope High School and 
Bryant College. He was an Army 
,_ veteran serving stateside 

--=-==, during the Korean con
flict. 

He was a past presi
dent of Temple Sinai and its Brother
hood, a member of Redwood Lodge 
#35 and Overseas Lodge #40 of the 
Masons and the RI Shrine. 

He was the father of Paula Kaplan 
of St. Paul, Minn. ; Lisa Horovitz of 
Cranston ; Steven Kaplan and his 
wife, Gail, of Cranston; and Benja
min Kaplan and his wife, Rachael, 
of Cranston. He was the brother of 
Miriam Solinger of Cranston , and 
the grandfather of Matthew, Jacob, 
Joshua and Madelyn. 

Contributions may be made to 
Temple Sinai. 

Paul Kramer, 90 
DARTMOUTH, Mass. - Paul S. 
Kramer, of Dartmouth, Mass., died 
on Dec. 19. He was the husband of 
the late Gertrude H. (Goldstein) 
Kramer. 

Born in Brockton, Mass., a son of 
the late Max and Annie M. (Levine) 
Kramer, he moved to New Bedford, 
Mass. at the age of 13. 

A graduate of New Bedford High 
School Class of 1937, Dean Academy 
Class of 1938 and Brown Univer
sity Class of 1942, he was a 21-year 
employee of Aerovox Corporation 
where he worked as a production 
executive until 1973. After leaving 
Aerovox, he went to work for family 
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in Boston until 1983 when he semi
retired. He continued along his retail 
career as a part-time employee of 
Grundy Lumber and Hardware in 
Westport, Mass. until his full retire
ment in 1991. 

He was a 32nd degree Mason 
of the Star of the East Lodge (for
merly the Wamsutta Lodge) in New 
Bedford, Mass. He was a former 
member and past president of the 
Dartmouth Lions Club. 

A member of Tifereth Israel Con
gregatic;m and a former member of 
its board and house committee, he 
was a current board member of the 
New Bedford Jewish Convalescent 
Home. He was a former volunteer 
at St. Luke's Hospital for nine years 
and a volunteer at the New Bedford 
Whaling Museum for 19 years. 

He is survived by his son, Steven 
M. Kramer, of Dartmouth, Mass.; 
his sister, Phyllis Cronig, of Vineyard 
Haven, Mass.; and four nephews and 
two nieces. He was the brother of 
the late Milton, Charles and Robert 
Kramer. 

Donations may be made to the 
New Bedford Jewish Convalescent 
Home, 200 Hawthorne Street, New 
Bedford, MA 02740. 

Gertrude Pullman 
DALLAS, Tex. - Gertrude (Gish) 
Levin Pullman died on Nov. 15. She 
was born on June 19, 1918 in Paw
tucket to Lizzie and Morris Levin. 

She was married for 63 years to 
Maurice (Sonny} Pullman, who pre
deceased her. She is survived by 
her son, Richard Pullman, and his 
wife, Janice; and her daughter, Leslie 
Gomez, and her husband, Fidel. 
She also leaves her grandchildren, 
Rebecca Pullman Hogan and her 
husband, Brian; Michael Pullman; 
Elyssa Gomez and her fiance, John 
Hill ; and her great-grandson, Aaron 
Hogan. She was the sister of the late 
Rose Lazarus, Benjamin Levin and I. 
Irving (Ike) Levin. 

A life member of Hadassah, she 
was a longtime member of Congre
gation Shearith Israel, Shearith Israel 
Sisterhood and the Jewish Federa-

tion of Dallas. She graduated from 
Pembroke College of Brown Univer
sity and was a social worker for the 
state of Rhode Island. She especially 
enjoyed volunteering for Meals on 
Wheels and FOCUS. 

She loved being with her family; 
her family thanks September Ser
vices and her caregivers Brenda 
Vance, Gloria Alexander, Judy and 
Jeanne. 

Contributions may be made to 
Hadassah, Congregation Shearith 
Israel (Rabbi Gershon's discretion
ary fund) or the North Texas Food 
Bank. 

Steven Sorin, 55 
PROVIDENCE - Steven Sorin, the 
husband of Barbara Cohen, father 
of Hillary and William Sorin, and 
cherished son of Barbara (Kravitz) 
Sorin and Paul Sorin, died on Dec. 9. 
Born in Brooklyn, N.Y., he graduated 
from Brooklyn College and earned a 
master's degree from Columbia Uni
versity's Teachers College. 

He enjoyed his fulfilling career as 
the director of development and 
public relations of St. Andrew's 
School, director of development and 
institutional advancement of Trin
ity Repertory Company, and senior 
director of development for Lifespan 
Corporate Services. A member of 
Leadership Rhode Island 's Class of 
2001, he was recognized in 1998 as 
the outstanding fundraising execu
tive of the year by the RI Chapter of 
the National Society of Fund Raising 
Executives. He was an avid collec
tor and archivist of music, sharing his 
passion with his children. 

In addition to his wife, children 
and parents, he is survived by his 
brother David and sister-in-law 
Randi, his niece Lindsay, his nephew 
Jared, aunts, uncles and cousins, and 
treasured friends and colleagues. 

Donations may be made to Lifes
pan Foundation, Trinity Rep or St. 
Andrew's Sorin Scholarship Fund. 

The family will receive visitors at 
the Sorin residence on Dec. 23 from 
2-4 p.m. and 7-9 p.m. and Dec. 24 
from noon-3 p.m. 
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Pc TROUBLESHOOTERS, 
INC. was the recipient of 

Providence Business News Business 
Excellence Awards 2010 - Com
munity Involvement in November 
2010. Owned by Eric and Lisa Shorr, 
the company has partnered with area 
schools for more than a decade to offer 
internship opportunities to students at 
several asea schools. Five of the eight 
current PC Troubleshooters' techni
cians began as interns. 

Eric serves or has served as vice 
president of the boasd of trustees for 
Rhode Islanders Supporting Educa
tion (RISE), a board member of URI 
Hillel, a pro bono IT director for 
Clinica Esperenza and RISE, and as 
JFRI's Men's Leaders Division chair 
(gifts between $1,000 and $9,999). 

Lisa serves or has served on the 
boards of the PR Society of Southern 
New Englanad, The Miriam Hospi
tal, the Jewish Community Center of 
Rhode Island Clinic, JFRI's Women's 
Alliance Jaffa Gate/Pomegranate 
Division chair (gifts between $1,000 
and $9,999) and as secretary for the 
Friends of the Rhode Island School 
for the Deaf. 

wwwjvhri.org 

SIMCHAS 

THE GOLAN 
HEIGHTS, ISRAEL 

MEMBERSOFTHE 
Trinkle, Andreozzi, 
Lynch and White 

families enjoyed a trip to Israel in 
November. Here, they are hiking 
at the Banias Province in the 
Golan Heights with their copy of 
The Jewish Voice & Herald. 

In the front row, from left, are 
Michael White, Karen Trinkle, 
Buddy Trinkle and Bobbie 
Andreozzi; second row, from left, 
Christina Lynch, Alayne White, 
Christopher Lynch, Karen Lynch, 
Bob Andreozzi and Steven Lynch. 

HIKING IN THE WHITE MOUNTAINS 

AJGROUP OF Temple Am 
David members - from 
eft, Aaron Rosen, Kevin 

Dwares, Ray Duhamel, Michael 
Frank and Steven Adler- went 
on a weekend fall hiking trip to 
the White Mountains, in New 
Hampshire. 

T he Jewish Voice & Herald 
traveled with Marcia 
Spindell Lentz and 
Jonathan Lentz recently 

when they visited their eldest son, 
Josh, in Florence. Josh, participat'
ing in the semester abroad program 
of Roger Williams University, is 

They took a copy of The Jewish 
V~ice & Herald with them; here, 
they are atop Mt. Hight at 4,675 
feet, with a sweeping 360-degree 
view of the White Mountains. 
The backdrop is Mount Wash
ington with its summit poking 
through the clouds. 

pictured, at right, with his parents 
in front of the Tempio Maggiore 
(the Great Synagogue of Florence). 

In addition to seeing traditional 
tourist attractions in Italy, the 
couple visited the Jewish ghettos in 
Venice, Florence and Rome. 



SIMCHAS 

Sara and Arthur Little 
of Kingston, announce 
the engagement of their 
daughter, Alicia Joan 

Little, to Andrew Thomas D ows, 
the son of M ichael and M artha 
D ows, of H anover, Penn. 

Alicia, a graduate of South 
Kingstown High School and 
Amherst College, earned a mas
ter's degree in immunobiology 
from Yale University, where she is 
working on a dual M.D./Ph.D. 

Andrew graduated from 
Hanover High School and the 
University of Delaware. H e cur
rently works as an orthotist/pros
thetist for BioM etrics in Conn . 

Alicia and Andrew both reside 
in New H aven, Conn. A July 
wedding is planned in West 
Kingston. 

ANDREW THOMAS DOW S and ALICIA JOAN LITTLE 

MIA ANAHI GOLDBERG and LILA SIENNA GOLDBERG ./Gander Little and Natalia Goldberg 
nounce the birth of their daughters, 
ia Anahi and Lila Sienna on Oct. 7, 

m A suncion, Paraguay. 
The gi rls' paternal grandparents, Arthur and Sara 

Little, live in Kingston, and maternal grandparents, 
Robert and Carmen Goldberg, live in Asuncion, Par
aguay. 

Alexander and Natalia currently live in Asuncion, 
where Natalia writes a bilingual (English/Spanish) 
travel blog about Paraguay (http://discoveringpara
guay.com) and is writing a guidebook about the coun
try for Other Places Publishing Co. Alex is earn ing 
his master's degree in statistics online from Texas A 
& M University. 

SEND US SIMCHAS AND 'WE ARE READS' 
Our readers love to know the latest news . .. about you, their friends and neighbors. 
Don't keep them - or us - in the dark about engagements, weddings, babies or pro
motions. When you travel, be sure to pack a copy o[ TheJV&H in your suitcase and 
send us your photo. Last we heard, there are no TSA restrictions on " packing our 
paper." Email nkirsch@jfri.org. Subject Line: SIMCHAS/WE ARE READ 
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LEO DESFORGES and SARI GUTTIN 

ni and William Center, Mass. They wi ll be mar-
uttin and Carol ried on Aug. 20, 2011 at Camp 
d John Des- JO RI. 

orges an nounce the For more about their story, read 
engagement of their children Sari "Summer camp romance blos-
Guttin and Leo D esf orges. soms" on page 23. 

Sari and Leo live in Newton 

Jewish Voice & 
aid wants to hear 
r stories about 

engagements and 
weddings: Did you have a fabu
lous destination wedding? Or a 
hilarious wedding disaster? Were 
you a bridesmaid or best man at a 
wedd ing where the bride - or the 
groom - got cold feet? Did you 
wear a fam ily heirloom at your 
wedding or go completely green by 
using recycled materials for deco
rations? Are you enjoying love and 
marriage the second time around? 

We want to hear about creative 
proposals, chance meetings that 
led to marriage, and any other 
fiesta or fi asco that led to matri
mony. In our 2010 bridal issue, we 
had several personal stories about 
such weddings that drew great 
readership response. We'd love to 
do it again in 2011 for our Feb. 4, 
2011 issue! 

Contact Nancy Kirsch, execu
tive editor of The Jewish Voice & 
H erald at nkirsch@jfri.org or 421-
4111, ext. 168 soon! 
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During severe storms, some trees get torn up while others stay firmly planted in 

the ground. A botanist will tell you that this phenomenon is not about the 

strength of the trunk or branches, but a direct representation of the strength of 

the root system anchoring that tree into the ground. The past year and a hall has 

represented the greatest financial storm we have had in any recent history, and yet 

our roots are strong enough to sustain our Jewish community. 

The Endowment Fund of the Jewish Federation of Rhode Island is the most 

significant asset of our Jewish community. It was built upon the vision and 

commitment of donors and stewards who understand the importance of 
permanent gifts. As the community has laced challenging times economically 

the past year and a hall, our endowment fund has allowed us to soften the landing 

that we might have otherwise faced while maintaining vital programs and services 

in our community and around the world. Additionally, we have increased services 

to the most vulnerable among us and when opportunity presents itself, we are able 

to seize it to grow and enhance our community. 

While our investments were down for the fiscal year ending 2009, our returns 

for the first hall of the fiscal year ending 2010 look promising. As a steward of 

community resources, we are proud of the diversified and strategic investments we 

make while never losing sight of prudence. We were among the many Federation 

Endowment Funds who did not suffer at the hands of Madolf due to diligence and 

controls that protect us from such risks. 

Finally, even in these tough times, many philanthropists continue to make life 

changing gifts to Create a Jewish Legacy through our Endowment Fund. 

Many caring donors in our community have added to their donor advised funds, 

restricted funds, and there are those who want to be remembered forever with 

their bequest to our community. To all of you, our community is grateful. 

B'Shalom, 

#4~ 
Herbert B. Stern Bradley Laye, CFP® 

Chair, Endowment Committee Chief Philanthropy Officer 

,;;_port of the Endowment Fund of the Jewish Federalton of Rhode Island 



CREATE YOUR JEWISH LEGACY 

What is your vision for the future? What do you want your children and grandchildren to know about your values and beliefs? 

How do you want to shape and nur1ure our community alter you are gone? There are many ways to Create a Jewish Legacy. 

Here are some examples of different vehicles you can use to ful fill your phi lanthropic dreams. 

DONOR ADVISED FUND (DAF) 

Donor Advised Funds (DAFs) are a great way to 

consolidate your philanthropic donations into one 

account. Alter making an initial gilt ($10,000 minimum, 

additional gilts may be added at any time) you and your 

advisor determine which charities and o rganizations 

will benefit from your fund. Additionally, these funds 

can be used to promote family philanthropy by listing 

children and grandchildren as current or successive 

advisors as a tool to teach philanthropy. 

CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITY (CGA) 

For those seeking guaranteed income for life while 

also wanting to leave a charitable legacy, establishing a 

Charitable Gilt Annui1y is an excellent solution. 

In addition to providing income at high rates based 

on age and providing a charitable tax deduction, the 

remaining funds w ill be used to establish a fund to 

benefit the programs, services, or organizations that 

are meaningful to you. 

RETIREMENT PLAN/BEQUEST 

There is no more meaningful o r simple gilt to make 

than to leave a legacy through your will or quali fied 

reti remen1 plan. Addi1ionally, you can potentially avoid 

onerous income and estate taxes, particularly with 

you r qualified retirement plan. Simply by including the 

language below or adding the Jewish community as 

a beneficiary of your reti rement plan, you can transfer 

your values to the next generation by showing the 

importance of the Jewish community in your estate. 

Sample bequest language: "I give, devise and bequeath 

to the Jewish Federation of Rhode Island, a Rhode Island 

charitable corporation, the sum of$ ___ /% of my 

estate (or a description of the specific asset), for the 

benefit of Jewish Federation of Rhode Island or its 

general purposes." 

"We have esta blished donor advi sed fund s for each or our 

grand children upo n beco ming bar/bat mitzvah as a way to 

demo nstrate the im portance oftzedakah (righteousness). 

Their pare nts help gu id e them towards the programs they 

want to support until they are ~ 1 yea rs old and then they 

will decid e on their own- this is the concept of l"dor v'dor 

( from generatio n to gene rati on) . Four have been created 

so far , and it will be ou r pleasure to do so fo r our remaining 

grandchildren. ls there any more joyful gift a grand parent 

can give to a grandchild ? .. 

- Barbara and Jerry Lavine 

"The idea or being able to get a check with a high rate of 

return each year and also know that we are providing for the 

organizations we love is a specia l combi nation. Since taking 

out our first gi ft annuity, we have added two mo re over the 

past five years. Honestly, it has bee n the eas iest financial 

transactio n we have mad e and also advanced our des ire to 

reduce our esta te and leave our Jewish legacy.·· 

-Anonymous CGA Donor 

Melvin Levin passed away on November 10, 2008 leaving a 

Jewish legacy to four charities including the Jewish Federation 

of Rhode Island and two other Jewish organizations. 

"Mel Levin was a pe rson devoted to the Rhode Island Jev..-i.sh 

Community . I remember when he was a volunteer adviser 

to one of our Jewish youth organizations back in the 1950'5 

when I was a teenager. Mel was a mai nstay of Templ e Emanu 

El Le isure Club in his later years . and the Templ e is also 

bener1tting from Mel's generos ity. Mel has left a wonderful 

legacy with his gift to theJFRl Endowment Fund which wi ll 

support ongo ing programs and contribute signi fi cantly to 

maintai ni ng a vibrant Jewish community in Rhode Island . 

- Ed Feldstei n 

For mo re information or to have a confidential discussion about 

creating your Jewish Legacy, please contact Bradley Laye C FP 

C hief Phi lanthropy O fficer at 401.421.4111 or blaye@J FRl.org. 

July I, 2008 - December 31, 20~ 



LEGACY SOCIETY 

LIFELONG COMMITMENT TO HELPING OTHERS CONTINUES 

A new$~ million gift commemorates Lillian and Sidne;c Ross 

Darrell and Mark Ross, the sons of Sidney and Lillian Ross, 

continue to exemplify the filth commandment: "Honor your 

lather and your mother," even alter their deaths; Sidney's in 

2004 and Lillian's in January 2009, with their recent gilt 

of slightly more than $2 million to the Endowment Fund of the 

Jewish Federation of Rhode Island. Those monies, the Ross 

brothers say, will be used to establish a Donor Advised Fund 

that they anticipate will be used primarily to benefit the 

Rhode Island Jewish community. 

THE GIFT TO THE JFRI 

Why the JFRI? "With the JFRI as the unifying force both 

domestically and in other areas, rather than try to give 

piecemeal gilts, I give one omnibus gilt that benefits and 

supports the community;· said Darrell. 

This donor advised gift is a way to honor and commemorate 

our parents, the brothers said. Mark concurs. "I hope people 

will have a level of participation in Jewish activities, whether 

at the synagogue or other Jewish organizations, that they 

feel comfortable with;' he said. "Whether it's a monetary 

commitment or their time or ideas, everyone can do 

something if they are so inclined at their own comfort level:' 

FAMILY MEMORIES 

"My grandparents lived on the North Shore of Boston 

[Lynn, Mass. on Sidney's side and Peabody, Mass. on Lillian's 

side] and we visited often," said Darrell. "They were observant 

Jews. No matter how much or how little they had, they 

always gave tzedakah :' Darrell acknowledges what a lasting 

impression that made on him: "As soon as I had my first job, 

after I graduated from law school, I made my first gilt to the 

JFRI when I was 25 -and it was unsolicited." 
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Treating people with respect, g1v1ng back and generosity to 

those 1n need, Mark said, were values they instilled 1n us 

Both Mark and Darrell carry on that tradition. "We've been 

blessed to be successful in business and to give back." said 

Mark, "Whether at temple or at URl's Hillel, we support causes 

and help people who need assistance." 

Other Jewish agencies receive donations from Darrell and his 

wife, Susan. But, he says, the JFRI is paramount. "The Rhode 

Island Jewish community has been my community. It was my 

home and it was the home of my children;· said Darrell, whose 

principal residence and home is now in Florida. "For those who 

are able to help, it's an obligation-and a pleasure-

to help others:· 

A LEGACY OF LOVE 

The legacy of philanthropy 

of Lillian and Sidney Ross (left) 

to the Jewish community 

of Rhode Island continues 

through the Ross Family Fund 

established by their sons, 

Darrell and Mark Ross. 

What would Sidney and Lillian say about the gilt? 

"They'd be very proud of this legacy," said Mark. "They would 

be blessed to see that their strong Jewish values can be 

handed down to future generations:· 



HONOR ROLL OF FUNDS 

RESTRICTED 
Funds whose proceeds benefit a specific 

program, service or organization in our 
community, as determined by the donor. 

Alperin/Hirsch Family Fund for JFS 

Dr. Henry & Lore Bahr Memorial PACE Fund 

Victor J. & Gussie W. Baxi PACE Fund 

Beatrice B. & Samuel Z. Bazarsky Fund 

Deanna & Fanny Berger Memorial Fund 

Alice Bernstein & Family Fund 

Carolyn, Celia & Theodore Cohen Fund 

Sydney P. Cohen Family Fund 

Congregation Ahavalh Sholom Fund 

Joseph A Dannin Memorial Fund 

Stanley Ehrlich PACE Fund 

Erwin Englander Fund 

Norman M. & Rosalie B. Fain Fund 

Barbara Fields & Joshua Karlin Family Fund 

Arlie & Secky Fin/er Memorial Fund 

Ruth & Arthur Fixler Restricted Endowment Fund 

Melvin S. & Eleanore Frank Endowment Fund 

Joseph Galkin Memorial Fund 

Morris Gastlreund Family Holocaust Memorial Fund 

Gilt of Israel Fund 

Al Goldberg Memorial Fund 

Edward & Florence Goldberg Memorial Fund 

Goldman Family PACE Fund 

Ruth Goldstein Memorial PACE Fund 

Harry A & Zelda F. Gourse Fund 

Graubart/lrving Fund 

Sylvia & Harold Greenfeld PACE Family Fund 

Carl & Mattie Hirsch Memorial Fund 

Herta & Bruno Hollman PACE Fund 

Lawrence Hoplenberg Memorial Fund 

Arthur & Joyce Hurvilz PACE Fund 

JFRI Community PACE Fund 

JFRI Unemployment Fund 

Kaplan Family PACE Fund 

Gladys C. & Sherwin J. Kapstein Family Fund 

Fred & Lorraine M. Kelman Family Fund 

Kenner Family Fund 

Jenny & Aaron Klein Memorial Fund 

Anne Berkelhammer Krause PACE Fund 

David & Esther Lechl Memorial Fund 

Marochnack Memorial Zionist Fund 

Dorris Marcus Mendelsohn Memorial Fund ~ 

Helen Meyer & Claus Meyer PACE Fund 

Miller Family Memorial Fund 

Samuel & Sonia K. Morein Fund 

Drs. Samuel & Jeannette Nathans Trust Fund 

Benion & Elaine Odessa Family Fund 

Samuel & Reika Rapaporle Fund 

Esther & Sol Resnik Fund 

Nathan Resnik Memorial Fund 

Robert & Marcia Riesman Fund 

Myrna K & Harris N. Rosen PACE Fund 

Alex & Celia Rumpler Fund 

Sagan-Oken Family Fund 

Diane M. Salmanson Memorial Fund 
Leonard I. Salmanson Fund 

Dora Sherman Memorial Fund 

Pepi Silverstein Memorial Scholarship Fund 

Harold Solove1tzik Fund 

for the Hillel Foundation of URI 

Selma & Milton Stanzler Fund 

in Loving Memory of Their Parents * 

Stone Memorial Fund In Memory of Albert Stone 

Meyer & Helen Tenenbaum 

Community Relations Fund 

Thaler Family PACE Fund 

Norman D. & Flo Tilles Family Fund 

Special URI Hillel Fund 

Sol M. & Claire S. White Fund 

James & Marjorie Yashar 

Evening of Jewish Renaissance Fund 

UNRESTRICTED FUNDS 
Funds whose proceeds support the 
most pressing needs or opportunities 
within our community. 

Lillian Abrams Memorial Fund 

Rose Bellin Fund 

Gloria Blackman Memorial Fund 

Lorraine S. Bliss Memorial Fund * 

Abraham Bornstein Charitable Fund 

Elliott & Lynn Brodsky Family Fund 

Florence Brodsky Memorial Fund 

Sydney & Helen Cohn Memorial Fund 

Sylvia & Irving I. Coken Memorial Fund 

Congregation Sons of Zion Fund 

Gerald I. Connis Memorial Fund 

Myer M. Cooper Memorial Fund 

E. Harold Dick Fund 

Jennie Shaine Dorenbaum Memorial Fund 

established by her Family In her Memory 

Fanny B. Elras Fund 

Irving Eisman Fund 

Ben1am1n M & Ruth T Falk Memorial Fund 

Sidney G. Fisher Memorial Fund 

Harry C. Foster Fund 

Marcia R. Gabrilowilz Memorial Fund 

Sylvia R. Roseman Galkin Memorial Fund 

Sadye Gerebo/1 Fund In Loving Memory 

of her Husband Samuel Gerebo/1 

Ph1l1p Glanzman Memorial Fund 

in Memory of his Parents & Brothers 

Leonard I. Salmanson Fund provides 

scholarships lo send teenagers on life 

changing Journeys lo Israel. 

Reuben Glanzman Memorial Fund 

Leo M. & Ruth 5. Goldberg Memorial Fund 

Shirley A Goldberg Fund 

Philip Goldblatt Fund 

Golden Family Fund in Memory 

of Edward L. & David M. Golden 

James Goldman Fund 

Aaron 5. Hellard Fund 

Rose Salter Heller Memorial Fund * 
Fred 5. & Ruth Herz Memorial Fund 

Bessie Hood Fund 

Henry Husserl Memorial Fund 

Celia lzeman Fund 

Doris & Allred Jacobs Memorial Fund 

Samuel A Kaplan Memorial Fund 

Max Kerzer Memorial Fund 

Sol & Lillian Kottler Family Fund 

Irving Kotler Fund 

Jeannette Kurman Memorial Fund 

Mary Ann Laurans Memorial Fund 

Max & Muriel Leach Fund 

in Memory of Harry & Pauline Leach 

Leonard Levin Memorial Fund in Memory 

of his Parents Rebecca & Thomas Levin 

Melvin N. Levin Memorial Fund * 

Harry Lyon Fund 

Samuel J. Medoff Fund 

Rose Miller Fund 

M iscellaneous Fund 

Harry & Fannie Nemtzow Memorial Fund 

Gertrude 5. Parker Fund 

Abraham M. & Natalie F Percelay Memorial Fund 

Albert & Selma F Pilav1n Fund 

Hyman R. Port Memorial Fund 

July I, 2008- December 31, 20~ 



Pearl J Pulner Fund ,n Honor of Kenneth Hersh 

Elaine R. Rakatansky Memorial Fund 

Ira 8. Israel Resnick Fund 

Ress Family Fund 

Samuel Rice Fund 

Harns N. Rosen Fund 

Jennie Rosen Memorial Fund 

Irving S. Rubin Fund 

Louis Baruch Rubinstein Fund 

Alexander 8. Celia Rumpler Memorial Fund 

Max 8. Ethel Runstein Memorial Fund 

Clara Schalranik Fund in Memory 

of her Husband Erich Schalranik 

Lola Schalranik Memorial Fund 1n Memory 

of her Son Erich Schalran1k 

Beryl 8. Chaya Segal Fund 

Ethel Segal Memorial Fund 

Dora Sherman Fund in Memory 

of her Parents Manuel 8. Esther Rose Sherman 

Pearl Susan Shindler Memorial Fund 

Arthur P. Silverman Fund 

Martin & Pearle Silverstein Memorial Fund 

Patricia Smith Memorial Fund 

Edwin S. Solorenko Memorial Fund 

Harold B. Soloveitzik Memorial Fund 

Hallman Spungen Fund 

Emily A Stallman Memorial Fund 

Fannie Bardach Sugar Fund 

Albert A Taber Memorial Fund 

Harry 8. Rena Tanenbaum Memorial Fund 

Mary F 8. David Tarsky Memorial Fund 

Helen 8. Meyer Tenenbaum Fund 

Thompson Apex Co. Fund 

Samuel Wak Fund 

Allred Weinstock Memorial Fund 

Bella Gold Werner Fund 

Bernice White Memorial Fund 

Helen S. William Memorial Fund 

B. Ruby Winnerman Memorial Fund 

in Memory of Sister Harriet J. Winnerman 

Harold A Winstead Memorial Fund 

W1ntman Family Fund 

Funded with appreciated stock, the 

Margaret & Bertram Lederer Family 

Fund supports a wide range of causes 
that fulfill the family's philanthropic vision 

DONOR ADVISED FUNDS 
Funds whose proceeds support different 
programs, services and organizations, 
as determined by donor advisors. 

Patty 8. Melvin G Alperin Family Fund 

Alperin/Hirsch Families Endowment Fund 

Grace Kennison Alpert Fund 

Anonymous Fund · 

Deborah Feldstein Bartleld Memorial Fund 

Bennett 8. Mardelle Berman Family Fund 

Bertram M. 8. Phyllis R. Brown Fund 

Cohen Family Fund 

1n Memory of Joseph 8. Lester Cohen 

Daniels Family Fund 

Meredith Drench Fund 

Abraham 8. Ann Ehrlich Family Fund 

Herbert 8. Barbara Epstein Fund 

Fe1belman Family Fund 

Cindy 8. Mark R. Feinstein Family Fund 

Michael Kil Feinstein Fund 

Samuel Kay Fe1nste1n Fund 

Carl 8. Jocelyn Feldman Fund 

Edward 8. Barbara Feldstein Family Fund 

Dr Joseph Jay 8. Selma F,shbe1n Family Fund 

Fox-Starr Tabak Family Fund 

Ellie 8. Bud Frank Family Fund 

Arthur S. 8. Sylvia R. Galkin Family Fund 

Ira S. 8. Anna Galkin Family Fund 

Shirley Aronson Goldberg Memorial Fund 

Goldberg/Harlam Fund 

Michael 8. Ellen Goldenberg Family Fund 

Grossman Family Philanthropic Fund 

Stanley 8. Hazel Grossman Philanthropic Fund 

Andrew J Hirsch Philanthropic Fund 

Hope 8. David Hirsch Family Fund 

Jeffrey A H irsch Philanthropic Fund 

Richard M. Hodosh Philanthropic Fund 

Ronni L. Hodosh Philanthropic Fund 

Marvin 8. Roberta Holland Fund 

Just Beg1nn1ng Fund ' 

Allison Lavine Philanthropic Fund 

Emily Hannah Lavine Philanthropic Fund ' 

Joshua Zachary Lavine Philanthropic Fund 

Melissa Ariel Lavine Philanthropic Fund 

Oscar 8. Lenore Leach Fund 

Margaret 8. Bertram Lederer Family Fund 

Barbara Levine Fund 

Jacob 8. Rose Licht Memorial Fund 

Sidney Litner Memorial Fund 
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Paul 8. Deana L1tw1n Memorial Fund 

Malkin Family Fund 

Leona Malkin Fund 

Ronald C 8. Lynn C Markoff Family Fund 

Evelyn 8. Jack Mell1on Memorial Fund 

Jamie Pitt Miller Ph1lanthrop1c Fund 

M1ttleman-We1ner Family Fund 

Simon 8. Jacqueline Nemzow Fund 

Richard Oster Fund 

Stephen Oster Fund 

J William 8. Betty Pinkos Fund 

John 8. Jessica Pinkos Family Fund 

David 8. Nita Pl,sk1n Family Fund 

Myrna K 8. Harris N Rosen Fund 

Jay 8. Judith Rosenstein Family Fund 

Ross Family Fund ' 

Leonard 8. Esteruth Rumple, Family Fund 

Herbert E. Sackett Philanthropic Fund 

Gabriel Samdperil Family Fund 

Isadore 8. Sophie Samdperil Fam,ly Fund 

Harry 8. Beatrice Shore Family Fund 

Maurice J 8. Fannie M. Shore Fund 

Mathew Shuster Family Fund 

Michael Shuster Philanthropic Fund 

Ralph Shuster Family Fund 

Richard Shuster Philanthropic Fund 

Steven Sbuster Philanthropic Fund 

Lynn Shuster Smith Philanthropic Fund 

JeHrey 8. Pamela Vogel Family Fund 

Stanley 8. Mindy Wachtenheim 

Family Philanthropic Fund 

Women's Alliance Endowment Fund 

Sharon 8. Stephen Yarlas Family Fund 

Coleman B. Zimmerman Memorial Fund 

Zuckerman Family Fund 

Janet 8. Melvin Zurier Fund 

Sydney 8. Irene Zurier Fund 

The Women's Alliance Endowment Fund 

supports programs and services lor 
women and children. Donors contribute 
a one time gift and meet annually to 
decide how to allocate proceeds. 



B'NAI TZEDEK FUND 
A philanthropic fund for teenagers upon 
becoming bar/bat mitzvah. Initial donations 
to this program receive matching funds 
of $250 from JFRI. 

B' nai Tzedek Co-Op Fund 

Beca Barry B' na1 Tzedek Fund 

David Brenman B' nai Tzedek Fund 

Noah Bull B' nai Tzedek Fund 

Alana Deluty B' nai Tzedek Fund 

Liana Flikier B'nai Tzedek Fund 

Adam Freedman B'nai Tzedek Fund 

Zachary Gaines B'nai Tzedek Fund 

Meredith Glick B'nai Tzedek Fund 

Michelle Goliger B' nai Tzedek Fund 

Daniel Katz B'nai Tzedek Fund 

Abby Kaye-Phillips B'nai Tzedek Fund 

Dena Kaye-Phillips B'nai Tzedek Fund 

Samuel Kirsch B'nai Tzedek Fund 

Samuel LeBlanc B'nai Tzedek Fund 

Jaclyn Rose Licht B'nai Tzedek Fund 

Madison Litwin B'nai Tzedek Fund 

Matthew Lougee B' nai Tzedek Fund 

Rebekah Page B' nai Tzedek Fund 

Zachary Page B'nai Tzedek Fund 

Andrew Ouackenbush B' nai Tzedek Fund 

Phillip Rasnick B' nai Tzedek Fund 

Rachel Hannah Rasnick B'nai Tzedek Fund 

Samantha Rich B'nai Tzedek Fund 

Eli Rodrigues B'nai Tzedek Fund 

Aaron Rudnick B'nai Tzedek Fund 

Joshua Saunders B' nai Tzedek Fund 

Aaron Schechter B'nai Tzedek Fund 

Justin Schneider B'nai Tzedek Fund 

Phillip Shana B'nai Tzedek Fund 

Gregory Sherwin B'na1 Tzedek Fund 

Hannah Subotnick B' nai Tzedek Fund 

Lucy Troedman B' nai Tzedek Fund 

Remi Wachtenheim B'nai Tzedek Fund 

Jessica Waterman B' nai Tzedek Fund 

Micah Wisen B'nai Tzedek Fund 

Adin Zussman B' nai Tzedek Fund 

Abigail Zwetchkenbaum B' nai Tzedek Fund 

' Funds established w1th1n last 18 months 

ENDOWMENT FUNDS 
MANAGED ON BEHALF OF 
OTHER COMMUNAL ENTITIES 

Bureau of Jewish Education of Rhode Island 

Congregation Agudas Achim Fund 

Congregation M1shkon Tfiloh Fund 

Holocaust Education & Resource Center 

of Rhode Island 

Jewish Community Center of Rhode Island 

Jewish Community Day School of Rhode Island 

National Council of Jewish Women 

Endowment Fund 

Providence Hebrew Day School 

Providence Hebrew Free Loan Fund 

Rhode Island Jewish Historical Associallon Fund 

Temple Sinai Endowment Fund, Inc. 

The Providence Hebrew Free Loan Fund 

provides interest free loans to people in 

need throughout our community. 

The listing of funds and beneficiaries reflects the most accurate listing we have as of February 2010. 

If there are errors or omissions, please contact Carol Breault at 401.421.4111. 

CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITIES AND 
CHARITABLE REMAINDER TRUSTS 

Since the inception of our Endowment Fund, 

the Jewish Federation of Rhode Island has 

accumulated over 40 charitable gilt annuities 

and charitable remainder trusts representing 

over 30 donor families. W hen these gilts 

come to fruition, the programs, services and 

organizations that these donor families wish 

to support and in perpetuity will receive the 

remaining funds to create a permanent Jewish 

legacy. For the rest of the donor's life or term 

of years, the donor will receive income while 

the principal gilt grows with investment returns. 

Current sample rates for charitable gilt annuities 

can be found below and may be a worthwhile 

tool in your estate and income planning. 

Current Rates FEBRUARY 2010 

AGE RATE 

65 5.3% 7.3% 

70 5.7% 7.7% 

75 6.3% 8.8% 

80 7.1% 10.1% 

85 8.1% 11 .9% 

90 9.5% 14.3% 

·e11ecovera1eish,gherbecausepanofltoeh::omepaymentsare t.u-lree 
Effectivelot-yearrateammesaca$hdonilbQnbyadonof-anm.11\a'llwilhan 
incometaJ::brid.etof25%1Qfan1rl'lml!diatecnantablegrflannuilya1February's 
IRSd~trateol34'1o 
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PHILANTHROPIC AND RESTRICTED FUNDS DISTRIBUTIONS 

• 12% 

10% 

• 10% 

• Local Jewish Beneficiaries $1,114,903 

• National Jewish Beneficiaries $162,077 

Local Secular Beneficiaries 

• National Secular Beneficiaries $207,580 

FROM JULY 1, 2008- DECEMBER 31, 2009, THE ENDOWMENT FUND OF THE JEWISH FEDERATION 

OF RHODE ISLAND GENERATED OVER $1.6 MILLION IN FUNDS THAT WERE USED TO SUPPORT PROGRAMS, 

SERVICES AND ORGANIZATIONS THROUGHOUT GREATER RHODE ISLAND AND THE NATION. 

LOCAL JEWISH BENEFICIARIES 

Brown/RISD Hillel Foundation 

Bureau of Jewish Education of Rhode Island 

Camp JORI 

Chabad ol Barrington 

Chabad of West Bay CHAI Center, Inc. 

Congregat,on Beth Sholom 

Congregahon BNai Israel 

Congregation Jeshuat Israel 

Congregation Sharah Zedek 

Congregation Sons of Jacob Synagogue 

Holocaust Education & Resource Center 

ol Rhode Island 

Jewish Commun,ty Center of Rhode Island 

Jewish Commurnty Day School of Rhode Island 

Jew,sh Eldercare of Rhode Island 

Jewish Family Service 

Jewish Federation of Palm Spnngs & Desert Area 

Jewish Federation of Rhode Island 

Jewish Seniors Agency 

Lincoln Park Jewish Cemetery 

National Council of Jewish Women 

New England Rabbinical College 

Providence Hebrew Day School 

Rhode Island Hadassah 

Rhode Island Jewish H,storical Association 

South County Hebrew School 

Temple Beth-El 

Temple Habonim 

Temple Shalom 

Temple Sinai 

Temple Torat Yisrael 

Toure Synagogue Foundation 

United Brothers Synagogue 

URI Hillel Foundation 

NATIONAL JEWISH BENEFICIARIES 
ALS Association 

Abraham Fund 

Abraham Joshua Heschel School 

American Committee /or the Weizmann Institute of Science 

American Friends of Magen David Adorn 

American Jewish Committee 

American Jewish Congress 

American Jewish World Service 

Jewish Eldercare of Rhode Island provides seniors living in 

nursing homes and assisted living connection to Jewish life 
and community through visits, holiday observances, spiritual 

services and counseling. 

American Pardes Foundation, Inc. 

American Society of Yad Vashem 

American Technion Society 

Anit-Delamalion League 

Beth Medrash Govoha 

B·nai B'rith Foundahon 

Boston University H illel 

CAMERA 

Chabad Lubav,tch of Greenwich 

Congregat,on Emanu El of Houston, TX 

Congregation Or Shalom 
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ELI, The Israel Association for Child Protection 

Hadassah-The Women's Zionist Organization of America, Inc. 

Hebrew College 

Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society 

Holocaust Museum of Southwest Florida 

Israel Cancer Research Fund, Inc. 

JASA-Meals on Wheels 

Jewish Agency for Israel 

Jewish Chautauqua Society 

Jewish Communal Fund 

Jewish Community Centers of Chicago 

Jewish Endowment Foundation of Western Massachusetts 

Jewish Family Service-Collier County 

Jewish Federation Council of Greater Los Angeles 

Jewish Federation of North America 

Jewish Federation of Palm Beach County 

Jewish Federation of South Palm Beach 

Jewish Funds for Justice 

Jewish Home for the Elderly of Fairlield County 

Jewish United Fund of Metropolitan Chicago 

JINSA 

Keepers of the Flame, Inc. 

Leventhal-Sidman JCC, Inc. 

MACCABI /USA 

New Israel Fund 

PEF Israel Endowment Fund, Inc. 

Reconstructionisl Rabbinical College 

Sarasota-Manatee Jewish Federation, Inc. 

Temple Shalom-Naples, FL 

Torah Links 

UJA Federation of Greenwich 

UJA Federation of New York 

The Institute for the Study & Practice of Nonviolence 

leaches by word and example the principles and practice of 
nonviolence, and works to foster a community that addresses 
potentially violent situations with nonviolent solutions. 

Union of Reform Judaism 

United States Holocaust Memorial Museum 

University of Connecticut Hillel 

Westchester Jewish Center 

World Jewish Congress Foundation 

LOCAL SECULAR BENEFICIARIES 

Alzheimer's Association of Rhode Island 

American Cancer Society of Rhode Island 

Amencan Hearl Association of Rhode Island 

ELI, The Israel Association for Child Protection is the 

only organization 1n Israel that deals specifically and 

exclusively with all of the various aspects of child abuse 

The organization has worked tirelessly to create awareness, 

education and prevention 

American Red Cross of Rhode Island 

Amos House 

AS220-College V,sions 

Boys & Girls Club of Cumberland-Lincoln 

Boys & Girls Club of Warwick 

Bradley Hospital 

Brown University 

Butler Hospital 

Community Preparatory School 

Crossroads of Rhode Island 

Diabetes Foundation of Rhode Island 

Diabetes Research Institute Foundation, Inc. 

Dorcas Place 

Drop&. Decorate Inc. 

Farm Fresh Rhode Island 

Feinstein Foundation Campaign to Fight Hunger 

Foundation Fighting Blindness, Inc. 

Friends of Blackstone Park & Boulevard 

Fund for Community Progress 

GLAD 

Good Neighbor Energy Fund 

Goodwill Industries of Rhode Island 

Hampshire Community Action Commission 

Hampton Classic Horse Show, Inc. 

Hasbro Children's Hospital 

Home & Hospice Care of Rhode Island 

Hope Alzheimer's Center 

Institute for the Study & Practice of Nonviolence 

International Institute of Rhode Island, Inc. 

Katie DeCubellis Memorial Foundation 

Make-A-Wish Foundation 

Martin Luther King School 

Meeting Street School 

Miriam Hospital Foundation 

Miriam Hospital Women's Association 

Moses Brown School 

Narragansett Council Boy Scouts of America 

Naval War College Foundation, Inc. 

Pawtucket Armory Association 

Pawtucket Boys Club 

Planned Parenthood of Rhode Island 

Providence Center 

Providence College 
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Redwood Lodge 1t35 

Rhode Island Coalition for the Homeless, Inc. 

Rhode Island College 

Rhode Island Community Food Bank 

Rhode Island for Community & Justice 

Rhode Island Foundation 

Rhode Island Kids Count, Inc. 

Rhode Island Legal Services 

Rhode Island Philharmonic Orchestra 

Rhode Island Public Radio 

Rhode Island School of Design 

Rhode Island Sponsoring Education 

RISE Scholarship Fund 

Samaritans of Rhode Island 

Special Olympics Rhode Island 

Summertime Fund 

Tomorrow Fund 
Trinity Repertory Company 

United Way of Rhode Island 

University of Rhode Island 

Wheeler School 

Wolf School 

Women & Infants Hospital 

Women's Center of Rhode Island 

NATIONAL SECULAR BENEFICIARIES 

Alpha Epsilon Pl Foundation, Inc. 

Alzheimer's Association 

A lzheimer's Disease Research 

American Institute for Cancer Research 

H ,ghland Park Historical Society 

Horizons for Homeless Children, Inc. 

IMUS Ranch, Inc. 

Lupus Foundation of America-Connect1cul Chapter Inc. 

Manitou Camps Foundation 

M,ddlebury College 

Muscular Dystrophy Association 

Planned Parenthood of Collier County 

Port Street Bapt,st Church 

Ouest Center For Integrative Health 

Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute 

Simmons College 

Sophia Academy 

St. Jude's Children Research Hospital 

St. Paul's Cathedral Trust in America 

Tufts University 

University of California, Los Angeles 

University of Pennsylvania 

Westminster School 

WGBH 

Yale Medical School 

American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty lo Animals 

Arcadia University 

Autism Speaks 

Barnard College 

Big Brothers Big Sisters of New York City 

Bowdoin College 

Braeside School Parent Teacher O rganization 

Carnegie Hall Society, Inc. 

Childhood Lead Action Project 

Christ the King-Manna Kitchen 

City Mission of Las Vegas 

CURED, NFP 

Dana Farber Cancer Institute 

Dana Farber Cancer Institute • Jimmy Fund 

Daniel Murphy Scholarship Fund 

Dartmouth College-Tuck School of Business 

Doctors W,thout Borders 

FJC 

Autism Speaks is the nation's largest autism science and 

advocacy organization, dedicated to funding research 

into the causes, prevention, treatments and a cure for 

autism and advocating /or the needs of individuals with 

autism and their families. 
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JEWISH FEDERATION OF RHODE ISLAND 

ENDOWMENT FUND FINANCIAL REPORT 

JULY 1, 2008-JUNE 30, 2009 

MARKET VALUE %OF CONTRIBUTIONS INVESTMENT 
ASOF?/1/08 TOTAL INCOME 

Restricted Funds 6,256,641.52 12.8% 116,36739 (1,36093586) 

Donor Advised Funds 13,334,551.34 274% 111,25713 (2,899,80897) 

Unrestncted Funds 18.143,194.72 372% 5,075.00 (3930,27918) 

Mellon Lile-Income Plans 400375-541 8.2% 0.00 (565,573.71) 

Total JFRI Funds 41.738.14299 85.6% 232,699.52 (8.756,59772) 

Endowment Funds 
Held as Agent for 
Other Organizations 7015509.87 14.4% 70866.75 (1572,945.51) 

Total All Funds 48.753,65286 100.0% 303,566.27 (19,322,_543.23) 

INVESTMENT RETURNS (before administrative fees) 

Portfolio Return (Excluding Lrle-lncome Plans) 

Polrcy Index 

S&P 500 Index 

Portfolio Return for Lile-Income Plans 

JULY 1, 2009-DECEMBER 31, 2009 

MARKET VALUE %OF 
AS OF 6/30/09 TOTAL 

Restricted Funds 4,806,751.34 13.7% 

Donor Advised Funds 9.748985.01 279% 

Unrestricted Funds 13,036,510.45 372% 

Mellon Lile-Income Plans 2993,510.26 8.6% 

Total JFRI Funds 30,585.757.06 87.4% 

Endowment Funds 
Held as Agent for 
Other Organizations 4406849.04 12.6% 

Total All Funds 31,99~0610 100.0% 

INVESTMENT RETURNS (before administrative lees) 

Portlolro Return (Excluding Lile-Income Plans) 

Polrcylndex 

S&P 500 Index 
Portlol,o Return for Lile-Income Plans 

CONTRIBUTIONS INVESTMENT 
INCOME 

113,295.69 773.743.73 

2,411,374.65 1,587921.74 

112,801.64 2.068,129.25 

OQ_O 468942.2_0 

2,637,47198 4,898.73762 

44313.00 69156894 

~78498 5,590,306.56 

DISTRIBUTIONS 

(205,321.71) 

(797,014 49) 

(1,181,48009) 

(14467141) 

(2,628,48773) 

Q,106_582QZ} 

...Q.73~06980) 

DISTRIBUTIONS 

(3492725) 

(572.878.71) 

(581,85191) 

(220901.64) 

(1,410,559.51) 

(97741.73) 

(1,508,301.24) 

MARKET VALUE 
AS OF 06/30/09 

4,806.751.34 

9.748985.01 

13,036,51045 

2,993,510.26 

30,585.75706 

1,106~849.04 

34992,60610 

-20.2% 

-23.7% 
_ _ -26.2% 

-14.2% 

MARKET VALUE 
AS OF 12/31/09 

5,658,863.51 

13,175,402.69 

14.635,58943 

~551.52 

36,711,40715 

2.Q.44989.25 

_:11756,396.40 

159% 

14.6% 
216% 

15.6% 

%OF 
TOTAL 

137% 

279% 

372% 

8.6% 

874% 

12.6% 

100.0% 

%OF 
TOTAL 

13.5% 

31.5% 

35.1% 

7.8% 

879% 

1210% 

100.0% 

The Endowment Fund of the Jewish Federation of Rhode Island is invested in a diversified portfolio under the counsel of Prime Buchholz and our Investment Comm1ltee. 
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