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'Superheroes' 
flex their 
muscles 
Bv NA NC Y Krnsc 11 

nkirsch@JFRI. org 11E JEWJSH Alliance 
f Greater Rhode Island 
Alliance) held its first 

annual Mitzvah Day on 
Sunday, March 13. 

Some 375 people - from toddlers 
to teens and students to seniors -
participated. Although the pictures 
tell the story, some numbers are 
worth noting. 

• 200+ peanut butter and jelly 
sandwiches and 200+ hot dogs were 
distributed to people at seven differ
ent locations through Mobile Loaves 
and Fishes; participants at the Jewish 
Community Day School and Max's 
Lunch Bunch at Temple Am David 
prepared the food. Participants 
also loaded the Mobile Loaves and 
Fishes truck with sandwiches, fruit, 
snacks and beverages. 1he truck also 
stocked articles of warm clothing for 
those in need. 

• 200 new pairs of sneakers and 
flip flops, gaily decorated by our 
Mitzvah Day superheroes, which 
Gotta H ave Sole Foundation will 
donate to needy children. 

• 82 people baked more than 1,000 
hamantashen and prepared gift bags 
for soldiers at the Phyllis Siperstein 
Tamarisk Assisted Living Facili ty. 

• 54 people made art bags at the 
Alliance for H asbro Children's Hos
pital patients. 

• 43 people made more than 200 
hamantashen at UR1 Hillel that 
Jewish Seniors Agency will distrib
ute to elderly Jewish Rhode Island
ers. 

• 11 people signed up to be bone 
marrow donors. 

ult was an amazing day," said 
Randy Rosenthal, the Alliance staff 
associate who organized the event. "I 
hope that people will continue to stay 
involved in whatever form of tikkun 
olam they choose. We are gratified by 
the outpouring of support." 

See pictures on pages 20-21 for the 
"rest of the story. " 
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/ URI Hillel 

From left, Valerie Shapiro, Lexi Schwartz (partially obscured), Aaron Weininger, Evan Katz, Joie Schwartz, Zach Snow and Sheri Snow; and Ian 
Weininger (kneeling, thumbs up), Ryan Snow, Rebecca Kraut and Lily Nieto display the fruits of their labors - dozens of hamantashen -

at URI Hillel on Mitzvah Day. 

Japan disaster puts Jewish giving on the spot 
Fiscal and personnel 

resources pouring 
into nation 

Bv URIEL H EILMAN 

NEW YORK QTA) - Almost as 
soon as the catastrophe in Japan 
began unfolding last Friday, 
Jewish groups scrambled to figure 
out how to get help to the area. 

In Israel , search-and-rescue 
organizations like ZAKA and 
IsraAid readied teams to head to 
the Japanese devastation zone. In 
Tokyo, the Chabad center took 
an accounting of local Jews and 
began orgar.izing a shipment of 
aid to stricken cities to the north. 
In the United States, aid organi
zations ranging from B'nai B'rith 
International to local and national 
federation agencies launched cam-

paigns to collect money for rescue, 
relief and rebuilding efforts in the 
Pacific. 

But then Shabbat came, and 
with it the news that a suspected 
Palestinian terrorist had brutally 
murdered five family members 
in the Jewish West Bank set tle
ment of ltamar, and the focus of 
the Jewish community for a while 
seemed to shift. 

"Not sure who to think about 

first," Nadia Levene, a British
Israeli event planner living in 
Jerusalem, wrote on Facebook on 
Tuesday. "The devastated remain
ing members of the Fogel family 
from ltamar, Gilad Shalit - five 
years in H amas captivity - or the 
survivors of the Japanese trag
edy and the dangers they may be 
facing." 

JEWISH, Page 30 

United Brothers Synagogue will celebrate 110 years 
Entity is called 

'Bristols best 
kept secret' 

BY GERALDI NE .FOS'l'Ell 

Special to 7he Voice & Herald 

BRISTOL - The cedar-shingled 
building at 205 High Street in 
Bristol gives no hint to its identity 
until your gaze turns upwards. The 
Magen David on the stained glass 
window above the entrance is its 
only adornment. You can under
stand why someone quipped, "It's 
Bristol 's best kept secret." 

When you enter into the bright, 
newly painted vestry, you sec three 
walls lined with displays of art
work and important events, docu
ments and fam ily histories, as well 

/ United Brothers Congrega tion 

A STAINED GLASS window in the synagogue 

as old photographs. These images 
and documents tell the story of the 
three generations of the Bassing 
family and ofJacob Benjamin, his 
wife and 11 children. The Bassing 

and Benjamin families were just 
two of the 11 founders of this syn
agogue, Chevra Agudas Achim, 
United Brothers Congregation, 
Rhode Island's third oldest syn a-

gogue still in opera
ion. 
1l1e synagogue 

upstairs shows the 
care and pride the 
congregants take in 

e venerable build
Two 

new glass 
· ndows, which were 

donated by Man,in and 
oan Glickman, cast an 

interesting play of light. 
Since the building was built 
in 1916, it has undergone only one 
major change. Originally placed 
in the middle of the room, the 
bimah is now in front of the east
ern wail. 1l1e original pews, the 
reader's stand and the ark, with its 
150-year-old Torah, are all ready 
to celebrate the 110th anniversary 

GIVING, Page 29 
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Father's untimely death leaves a hole 

Karen Isenberg shares 
her story of love 

and loss 

B Y NANCY Krnsc 11 
nkirsch@JFRI.org THE FIRST JEWISH 

funeral Karen (nee 
Bandel) Isenberg, now 
34, attended was for 

her father, H enry Bandel, who 
died when he was only 51. H e 
took his own life on June 19, 1999, 
she said, after several months of 
severe depression triggered by 
being laid off from his job in the 
fa ll of 1998. H e left behind his 
wife, his parents, I senberg and 
her two siblings. 

/ Karen (nee Bandel) Isenberg 

abili ty, he graduated at age 17 in 
1965 with the senior class. After 
earning an undergraduate degree 
in eng ineering from State Uni
versity of New York, Buffalo, he 
earned a master's degree in elec
trical engi neering from Cornell. 

At the time, Isenberg was visit
ing her parents in her hometow n 
of Raleigh, N.C. after fini shing a 
yearlong fellowship at U RI Hillel. 
During that June visit, she real
ized that he "wasn't H enry Bandel 
anymore - he was completely irra
tional and paranoid. It was the 
scariest thing I have ever seen." 
Employed at the time he took his 
own life - after months of unem
ployment - he feared that his new 
employer could fire him if he, as 
his family had urged him to do, 
sought psychiatric help. D espite 
assurances from family members 
that his medical condition was 
confidential, he refused to get 
help . 

KAREN, at center right, and her father, Henry Bandel, at center left, enjoy 
a whitewater rafting trip in 1996. 

H e didn't confine his engi
neering ski lls to the workplace. 
"My husband is the typical Jew, 
he can't build anything," Isen
berg said, laughing. "M y dad 
was really handy; he built a 
bookcase for me, and he and my 
brother refurbished a boat we 
had . H e could take a computer 
apart and put it back together." 
She also recalled that he helped 
her with her math homework. 
Qyiet, but with a good sense of 
humor, Bandel had suffered from 
depression fo r some time - a fact 
Isenberg didn't know until shortly 
before he died . 

EMOTIONS RUN T UE GMIUT 

After his death, Isenberg expe-

rienced a host of emotions - guilt, 
anger, shame. Guilt, because she 
had sensed th at he shou ldn't have 
been left alone. At some point 
after she left him to take her 
gra ndmother shopping, her dad 
took his li fe. Isenberg's las t words 
to her father, just before she left 
were, "You better be here when 
I get back." She also felt guilty 
that she wasn't more loving to 
him in what would be one of their 
last conversations when she was 
momentarily irritable with him. 

She was angry at herself, angry 
at her mother, and angry at her 
father's physician who may have 
only prescribed an anti-depres-

sant, but offered no other help. 
And, of course, she was angry at 
her father. For years, she won-

"lf someone is 
talking about 
suicide, the 

individual has 
to get help." 

dered, "H ow could he do this to 
us?" And, "if I had done or said 
something differently, would he 
still be here?" 

The Alef List: Happenings for Hip Jews 
in partnership with Brown RISO Hillel, the Network, 

Temple Beth-El and Temple Emanu-EI 

present 

A FOOD DEMONSTRATION 
AND WINE TASTING 
Thursday, April 7 at 7:30 pm 
Please join cookbook author 

Leah Koenig and ot her young 
Jewish professionals in the ir 20's 
and 30's for a tasty, fun night at 
Brown RISO Hillel 's The Glenn 

and Darcy Weiner Center. Cookbook: Daily Meals for the 
Contemporary Jewish Kitchen 

Kindly RSVP to Wendy 401 421 . 4111 or wioering@jfr1 org by 416 

Jewish Alliance 
Of GREATER RHODE I S LAND 

The Alef List is a program of 
Toge ther, we are s tron ge r. 

wwwjvhri.org 

As for shame, she said it took 
her a few years to be open about 
her dad 's suicide with others . "Ifl 
told people about my dad, I feared 
it wou ld be a reflection of me and 
that I [would be seen as] some 
kind of damaged goods." 

A DA UGIITER'S MEMORI ES 

"My dad was one of the smart
est people I have ever known," 
she said. H e had come to the 
Uni ted States from Romania at 
age 16 in 1964 with his parents 
and gra ndmother. With only a 
limited knowledge of English, he 
was assigned to a fres hman high 
school class . Thanks to his dili
gence, determination and innate 

H e died on June 19, 1999, the 
day before Father's D ay. Isenberg 
had gone to T arget days before 
to find the perfect card, one that 
would express how much she 
loved him. She never got to give 
him the ca rd . Read at the funeral, 
the message of the ca rd conveyed 
how gratefu l she was to have him 
as her father. 

S UPPORT FROM T H E 

COMMUNITY 

Isenberg found some healing 
through counseling and a sup
port group, Safe Place, through 
The Samaritans of Rhode I sland. 
At Safe Place, Isenberg was able 

MORE, Page 31 

FOR LIFE PLANNING, 
You need financial planning 

Ameriprise e. 
firtortri1>J 

Daniel A. Gamm, CRPC@ 
Financial Advisor 

24 Pettaconsett Ave 
Cranston, RI . 02920 

401.270.2197 

www.ameripriseadvisors.com/daniel.a.gamm 

Come meet my team • A holistic approach 

Call us for ,l complinwntar:, consultation 

The initial consultation provides an overview 
of financia l p lanning concepts. 

You will not receive written analysis and/or recommendations. 

Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc., Membe r FINRA and SIPC 

■ 
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Philadelphia conrmunity service trip is a shocker 
Local youth 

learns about the 
lives of those who 

are homeless 
BY ]ERDIY WILNER 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

Editor's Note:Jeremy Wilner spoke 
from the pulpit on Saturday, Feb. 25, 
to congregants of Temple Am David. 
This essay is a revised version of that 
speech. I ASKED A man who is home

less in Philadelphia if I could 
ask him a tough question: 
"How did you end up here?" 

He said, "Nothing tough, any
more." 

Reggie, the man who was home
less, had moved to Philadelphia rwo 
years ago and found himself caught 
up in drugs and living on the street. 
Although he's now clean, he is still 
homeless and there is nowhere for 
him to go. My friend Jesse and I 
gave Reggie rwo bagels with cream 
cheese, socks and a jacket. 

What was I doing in Philadel
phia talking to individuals who 
were homeless? I had heard about 
the community service trip to 
Philadelphia during the weekend 
of Feb. 19-21 at the 'H arry Elkin 
Midrasha Community School one 
Sunday. I was interested, so I went 
to a meeting where we met Rabbi 
Alan Flam, who works on home
lessness issues in Rhode Island. 

Rabbi Flam taught us that people 
may be homeless if they only earn 
minimum wage - it may not be 
enough for rent or health insurance. 
In another meeting the following 
week we learned about the trip to 
Philadelphia. We talked with a man 
who was homeless; now, he is no 
longer homeless but helps homeless 
individuals in Rhode Island. 

Twelve students from Rhode 
Island and three from New H aven, 
Conn. went to Philadelphia during 

/Allan Brenman 
MIDRASHA STUDENTS at the Philadelphia Museum of Art reinterpreting the "Rocky" theme. 

Presidents' Day weekend. When we 
got there, we went to an organiza
tion called the Jewish Relief Agency 
(TRA). We picked up boxes filled 
with perishable and non-perishable 
food. We took the food to an apart
ment building where everyone was 
elderly and almost all of them were 
Russians from the Soviet Union 
who spoke no English. It felt good 
to give to them some food. They 
were very thankful and insisted on 
giving us Russian candy. 

After that, we went to the Phila
delphia mall where we were put in 
groups of five and given $50 to buy 
as much as we could to help indi
viduals who were homeless. When 
I got off that bus, at first I was really 
scared of what could happen, but it 
turns out that not all people who 
are homeless are dangerous; they're 
actually pretty nice. Making eye 
contact with them or just waving 
to them makes their day. There is 
nothing to be afraid of when you see 
a person who is homeless. 

After Jesse and I finished talking 
with Reggie, we got back on the bus 
and told everyone about our con
versation. It was a "reality shocker." 
Driving through the park near the 
famous "Rocky Stairs" at the Phila
delphia Museum of Art, we saw 
limes of men, some with children, 
waiting to get hot food. We set up 
near the food, with everything from 
socks to complete outfits to give out. 

Jeremy is at far right, in glasses. 

Josh and I called out the different 
sizes of the jeans - and men took 
them all. 

They told us stories about houses 
burning down, drugs, alcohol or just 
not being able to live in a shelter. A 
lot of the men were also getting 
women's clothes to take back. "It's 
like a family," we were told. 

A man who was handing out food 

"A1though he's now 
dean, he is sti11 

home1ess and there 
is nowhere for 

him to go." 

came to our group and said, "Thank 
the Lord for people like you." He 
told us that it's a bad idea to give 
money - something that people 
often want to do - to individuals 
who are homeless. He pointed to a 
tree and said if a man got money, 
he could go over to that tree and get 
drugs as easy as that. It's better, he 
said, to give clothes - they will help 
someone who is homeless. Money 
runs out, while clothes last a while. 

On Sunday, we went to a non
religious organization called Share. 
We prepared packages of food for 
people. The food packages are sold 
for a very low price, and some of the 

packages contain steak or turkey. 
This whole experience has been 

shocking. I throw out a shirt if I 
get a stain on it; these guys' shirts 
have holes everywhere. An instruc
tor told us that he keeps a couple of 
pairs of socks in his car and when
ever a man who is homeless comes 
to his car, he hands out the socks. 
He said most people really appreci
ate this because the socks help keep 
them warm. 

My mom and my grandma both 
keep socks in their cars to give out, 
instead of giving money or look
ing the other way when a homeless 
person approaches them. 

Thank you so much for listening 
to my trip experience. 

Other Rhode Island area students 
on the Philadelphia trip were Jesse 
Brenman, Sasha Brenman, Daniella 
Levine, Nili Levine, Miriam Heath, 
Rebekah Heath, Hannah Feimtein, 
L exi Kutenplon, Gabby W,mbay, 
Jeremy Wilner, Noah Prizant and Josh 
Kaufman. 

Jeremy Wilner, a resident of Cran
ston, is a Cram/on West High School 
freshman. Contact him at jeremy. 
wilner@yahoo.com. 

For information about the Harry 
Elkin Midrasha Community high 
School, a program of the Alliance, con
tact Jana Brenman at 421-4111 or 
jbrenman@bjeri.org. 
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IT SEEMS To ME FROM THE 

ExECUTIVE EDITOR 

We 're not old, 
we 're evolving 

Two types of faith 

BY NANCY KLRSCH 

nkirsch@JFRI.org a VEH, AM I OLD? My teen
gers constantly remind me 
hat I'm on the other side of the 

digital divide. Construction workers -
whatever happened to them, anyway? -
no longer ogle me or send 'wolf whistles' 
my way, as they did when I was younger. 
I continue to get membership solicita
tions from AARP. 

Oy veh, I don't feel old. I still work out 
at the JCC gym - more or less - and I 
still wear short skirts without embar
rassing anyone - except my teenagers, 
who are sometimes embarrassed simply 
by my existence - or myself. I still have a 
pretty healthy appetite for "stepping into 
the fray" and pushing the boundaries, 
whatever those boundaries might be. I 
still welcome new experiences - some
thing harder and harder to find, as we 
age. 

And with no "oy veh" here, The Jewish 
Voice & Herald continues to evolve and 
change just like adaptable seniors. Some 
changes are for the better, while others 
may incur an oy veh or two. 

So, first the good news. We're 
delighted to include Ruth Horowitz, a 
freelance journalist who lives in Cran
ston, among our regular contributors. 
She'll write a column, "Ad Lib," for The 
Voice & Herald every other issue. Look 
for her on page 6 of this issue. She brings 
a fresh new voice to our readers and adds 
another woman's voice to the male
dominated group of columnists. 

As we're eager to know what Jewish
themed books our readers are enjoying, 
we'd like to hear from you. If you've read 
a recently published (nine-months-old or 
less) commercially published book that 
addresses any Jewish theme or topic that 
has moved, enraged or inspired you, send 
us a quick mini-review (250-300 words). 
Be sure to include your name, city of res
idence and contact information with the 
review and send it all to nkirsch@JFRI. 
org, subject line: BOOKS, or to Nancy 
Kirsch, The Jewish Voice & H erald, 401 
Elmgrove Ave., Providence, RI 02906. 

Also, we have just launched a new 
"B2B" promotion for our existing adver
tisers. When they refer a prospective 
new business advertiser who then signs 
up to advertise with The Jewish Voice & 
Herald, the referring business receives 
25 percent off its next ad! It's a win-win 
for all. 

And now for the bad news. The 
economy continues to be tough and our 
advertising base isn't where it needs to 
be. As such, in an effort to conserve 
costs, the paper will no longer include 
JTA images, effective April 1. We will 
continue the very valuable JTA news 
content, but not JTA photos, for the 
time being. 

Finally, be sure to look in upcoming 
issues for information about The Jewish 
Voice & Herald's annual patron cam
paign; we hope that you will be able to 
make a meaningful contribution! 

Judaism is a 
religion of deeds 

IN THE WESTERN world at large, 
Martin Buber (1878-1965) is remem
bered, if at all, as the author of "I and 
Thou" (first English translation, 1937). 

Buber's classic text con
trasts the richly personal 
I-Thou relationship with 
the cramped and manipu
lative I-It relationship. In 
an I-Thou relationship, 
individuals are open to each 
other as uniquely valued 
subjects; in an I-It relation
ship, people use - and at 

Rabbi Jim times abuse - one another 
Rosenberg as objects. 

To move from the sphere 
of psychology to that of religion, certain 
Christian theologians drink deeply from 
Buber's writings on the nature of our rela
tionship with God, the Eternal Thou, the 
only Thou that can never become an It. 

In the Jewish world, Buber is known as 
a prolific writer on a variety of matters of 
particular interest to our own people. For 
example, his books "M oses" and "The Pro
phetic Faith" take a profound look at the 
Tanakh, our H ebrew Bible. Beginning in 
1925, Buber, along with Franz Rosenzweig 
(1886-1929), began the monumental task 
of translating our Tanakh into German - a 
project Buber did not finally complete until 
after World War II. In addition, his writings 
on Hasidism did much to bring the Hasidic 
masters of the 18th and 19th centuries to the 
attention of the broader Jewish community. 

In "Two Types of Faith" (fi rst English 
translation, 1951), Buber offers a contrast 
between Jewish and Christian approaches 
to the question of faith. His basic thesis is 
that Judaism faith taRes the form of "trust 
in . .. ," while in Christianity faith expresses 

itself in the form of "belief that ... " To be 
more specific, Christians adhere to a creed 
that affirms the belief that Jesus died to save 
humanity from the twin evils of sin and 
death and that personal salvation is achieved 
through the individual's identifying in some 
way with the sacrificial death and subsequent 
resurrection of Jesus as the risen Christ. 

"Truth is usua11y messy; 
rarely, if ever, does truth 

come gift-wrapped in 
the color of clarity." 

Judaism, on the other hand, has no creed, 
no "pledge of allegiance," as it were. True, 
there are those who might argue that the 
She ma is our creed: "Shema Yisrael Adonai 
Eloheynu Adonai Ehad. H ear, 0 Israel, the 
Lord is our God, the Lord is one." H ow
ever, this verse from the fifth book of our 
Torah, Deuteronomy, is more a call to trust 
in God than a statement of theological belief 
- a call to trust in the God Who has freed us 
from the slavery of Egypt and Who we trust 
will deliver us from future forms of bondage, 
whatever shape they may take. 

Moreover, there are those who might 
point out that the "Thirteen Articles of Faith 
of Maimonides" (1135-1204) that appear 
in almost all Jewish prayer books might 
be construed as a Jewish creed. However, 
even the most influential Jewish thinker of 
the Middle Ages has lacked the authority to 
push Judaism in the creedal, "belief that .. ." 
direction that Christianity has taken. As has 
frequently been stated, Judaism is a religion 
of deed rather than creed. 

I do not deny that Buber's sharp distinc
tion between the Christian "belief that" and 
the Jewish "trust in" type of faith is lacking 
in nuance. Indeed, his book begins with an 

Letters 
AIPAC should oppose settlem ents 

!ATTENDED THE talk by Nate 
Beecher of AIPAC at Temple Emanu
El on Feb. 22. I found his statements on 

Israel's settlement construction disingenu
ous. He insisted that A IPAC "takes no posi
tion on settlements," it just urges military aid 
for Israel. 

This is nonsensical, however. We didn't 
argue, for example, that the U.S. took no 
position on apartheid, we just supported the 
South African government. Or that we took 
no position on death squads, we just sup
ported El Salvador. 

This is called "turning a blind eye." As it 
turns out, AIPAC does have a position. Later 
in the talk, when blaming the Palestinians 
for the absence of negotiations, Beecher said 
several times, "Settlements are no obstacle to 
negotiations." That sounds like a position to 
me. 

No one doubts the sincerity of A IPAC's 
commitment to Israel or its success in insti-

tutionalizing US military aid. Yet in the 
decades that AIPAC has been lobbying 
for an uncritical US-Israel relationship, the 
number of settlers has grown by the hundreds 
of thousands, . and Israeli policies are under
mining its democracy. Unlike other aspects 
of the Israeli-Palestinian confuct, settle
ments cannot be blamed on the Palestinians. 
By shielding Israel's occupation policies from 
criticism, AIPAC in effect endorses what
ever policies any Israeli government might 
pursue, no matter how shortsighted they are. 

Continued settlement construction and 
lack of a two-state solution are eroding 
Israel as a democracy. Rather than winking 
and nodding at settlements, A IPAC should 
speak out strongly against them. 

Nina Tannenwald 
Providence 

Tannenwald was a member of the committee 
that organized the Israel Palestine series 

at Temple Emanu-E/. 

SEND US YOUR LETTERS .... 
The Voice & Herald welcomes letters from our readers. Send letters (no 
more than 250 words, please) to nkirsch@JFRl.org or The Voice & !If 
Herald, 401 Elmgrove Ave., Providence, RI 02906. 

Letters must be signed and may be edited for content and length. 
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overstatement: "There are two and, in the 
end, only two types of faith." Such a for
mulation is typical of Buber's penchant for 
reducing complex phenomena into a simple 
either-or paradigm. Surely, there are many 
types of faith. Referring back to Buber's best 
known book, "I and Thou," it seems obvious 
that the variety and complexity of human 
relationships cannot be reduced to a simple 
antithesis: either I-Thou or I-It. 

Nevertheless, even if Buber is over simpli
fying matters, his distinction between "trust 
in" and "belief that" is a pragmatic hypoth
esis, a useful first step for those of us who 
choose to walk the path ofJewish-Christian 
dialogue. A discussion that is bound to 
become complex and ramified can often ben
efit from some initial clarity. I am reminded 
of the many times I have warned my congre
gants when embarking upon a particularly 
challengi ng topic of discussion: "I can make 
an attempt at clarity or truth, but not both 
at the same time." My life experience has 
taught me that "truth" - whatever that word 
might mean - is usually messy; rarely, if ever, 
does truth come gift-wrapped in the color of 
clarity. 

In my four decades of participating in 
Jewish-Christian dialogue, I have come to 
see that Buber's distinction between our two 
types of faith, for all its lack of subtlety, holds 
the great virtue of clarity; moreover, there is 
at least enough truth in his formulation to 
permit our interfaith dialogue to begin, to 
develop and ultimately to thrive. Jews need 
to know that a Christian cannot be a Chris
tian without affirming a belief that Jesus is 
"the Christ;" and Christians need to know 
that we Jews do not generally argue amongst 
ourselves about the specifics of our faith, 
the nature of our "trust in God." Still, we 
always manage to find plenty of other things 
to argue about. 

James B. R osenberg is rabbi emeritus at 
Temple Habonim in Barrington. Contact him 
at rabbiemeritus@templehabonim.org. 

Local reader wants 
local hamantashen 

I READ Sharon Weissburg's article, 
"Tasty treats for the Purim holiday," in 
the March 4 issue of Jewish Voice & 

Herald. Years ago - before cookie dough 
hamantashen - the only kind were raised 
dough hamantashen. The last local bakery 
to make them was August Bakery, and they 
have been gone almost SO years. 

Now I have to drive to Coolidge Corner in 
Brookline to get them! How can we get this 
situation remedied? 

Joel Feinberg 
Cranston 

Mission of 
The Jewish 

Voice & Herald 

THE MISSION of The Jewish 
Voice & Herald is to communicate 
Jewish news, ideas and ideals by 

connecting and giving voice to the diverse 
views of the Jewish community in Rhode 
Island and Southeastern Massachusetts, 
while adhering to Jewish values and the 
professional standards of journalism. 



OPINION 

Triangle Shirtwaist 
Company fire 

still smolders today 

IF TURN-ABOUT is fair play, if the 
majority cannot simply clobber the 
minority into submission in the land 
of the free and the home of the brave, 

let's pass a law that calls for annual election 
of governors of Wisconsin and not have their 
salaries automatically deposited. 

Josh 
Stein 

Let's pass a law that for 
every dollar a billionaire 
donates to one party he has 
to donate 50 cents to the 
other. Free speech isn't free, 
afrer all. Soon enough it will 
be Passover and we will be 
reminded again about Pha
raoh's unfair labor practices. 
At our table I think we'll 
contrapuntally read excerpts 

------ of the conversations between 
Governor Walker and the man he thought 
was David Koch. If that fundraiser from 
National Public Radio (NPR) resigned after 
he was caught in a sting; if the woman who 
was NPR's chief executive officer resigned 
after her subordinate was caught in a sting; 
doesn't fair play suggest that Walker resign 
too? (When kosher pigs fly. Maybe.) 

I've been thinking about union-busting a 
lot lately. You can't avoid it; it's everywhere: 
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FROM THE OLD OLIVETII 

Free speech isn't free 
Wisconsin, Ohio, Providence. The old manu
facturing unions are pretty well pre-busted. 
Not because American workers abandoned 
them, but because capitalists decided to close 
shop up north and move south - only later 
to discover that they could make even more 
money off the backs of cheaper labor in Asia, 
so they hightailed it across the Paci.fie. 

Conservatives and "right to work" advo
cates ( = a right to have no say in working 
conditions or salary) now are after the public 
unions recruiting the jealous ones. They are 
the ones who used to have good jobs, but 
whose livelihood has been snatched away by 
the recession, brought about by the economic 
activities of the very people now giving them
selves huge bonuses and buying politicians, 
having managed to defeat campaign finance 
reform. These unfortunates are willing to say, 
"If I can't have a pension, why should they?" 
as if the public employees' pensions are taking 
food out of their mouths, as if the suffering 
should be shared only by all poor people, 
while the wealthiest get tax breaks. But the 
public workers of Wisconsin were willing to 
take lower salaries and contribute more to 
their benefit packages. Their line in the sand 
was collective bargaining. 

Next week, we mark the 100th a..'lniversary 
of the Triangle Shirtwaist factory disaster. 

Many of us remember the Station Night
club fire that cost this community 100 lives. 
If anything good came of that tragedy it was 
a series oflaws to tighten fire codes (I suppose 
we are still paying fire marshals even though 

TRIAN GLE SHIRTWAIST COMPANY FIRE 

they are public employees). 
On March 25, 1911, 600 workers, the vast 

majority of whom were Jewish immigrant 
girls, were working on the eighth, ninth and 
10th floors of the ironically named Asch 
Building. A match carelessly dropped onto 
some fabric cuttings set the conflagration 
going. The fire hose was rotted and rell apart 
as men tried to extinguish the fire that quickly 
spread among the materials and cleaning 
chemicals. Some of the women managed to 
get to the roof and then escape to other build
ings; a brave passerby manned the elevators 

REFLECTIONS OFIIN ISRAEL 

until the shafr was engulfed in flames. To pre
vent pilfering, the owners of the business had 
the doors barred shut. In only 18 minutes, 146 
women were killed, either from burns, suffo
cation or smashing into the pavement as they 
jumped in their desperate attempt to survive. 

The owners, Max Blanck and Isaac Harris, 
managed to escape the conflagration, thank 
goodness, and later they managed to escape 
prosecution. Let us all praise devious lawyers. 
(The owners subsequently lost a civil suit and 
were required to pay S75 per victim which 
they could well afford as their insurance 
company paid them $60,000 more than the 
reported losses, or about S400 per casualty. 
In 1913, Blanck was once again arrested for 
locking the door in his factory during work
ing hours and fined S20.) 

Did any good come of the fire? Well, there 
were new safety regulations, and the Inter
national Ladies Garment Workers Union, 
formed in 1900, was greatly enhanced and 
served for decades to protect workers against 
the Blancks and Harrises of the world, men 
who put the bottom line before the lives of 
the people who made their profit possible. But 
I forget; we are all anti-union nowadays; we 
see the unions as self-serving and out of touch 
with the real working people of America - the 
ones without jobs. 

Josh Stein is a professor of history at Roger Wil
liams University. Contact him at jstein@rwu. 
edu. 

Why are the U.S. and Israel high-tech superpowers? 

W Y IS THE U.S. a high
ch powerhouse? One can 
ffer several reasons, all cor
ct: The U.S. has the largest 

economy in the world, so it obviously has 
the resources for research and development; 
it has the best higher education system in 

..-t, ., 
Sam 

Lehman
Wilzig 

the world; it has the least 
regulated economy; it has 
very advanced media and 
communications systems, 
enabling large-scale intel
lectual cross-pollination and 
scientific fertilization; and 
soon . 

But there is another criti
cal factor here, and in order 
to understand its central
ity we have to look at Israel 
- another high-tech super

power. Indeed, by a few important indicators, 
Israel is the #2 powerhouse in this field - the 
chief indicator being the fact that Israel has 
more companies on the Nasdaq (technology) 
stock exchange than any other country out
side North America. 

Indeed, Israel has provided the world with 
the underlying technologies for voice mail, 
instant messaging and Internet telephony -
not to mention key sub-technologies found in 
products of such giants as Intel and Micro
soft. And the same is now happening in two 
new technology fields: Nanotechnology and 
hie-genetics, in which here, too, the State of 
Israel is already one of the world leaders. 

So the question becomes: What do Israel 
and the U.S. have in common that might 
also explain this dual world leadership? My 
answer, in a word or two: Massive immigra
tion. 

What advantages does immigration 
bring a country? First, and most obviously, 
additional manpower. However, while the 
increase in absolute population size might 
have been an important element for Ameri
can scientific strength in the country's initial 
stages, in the contemporary era pure numbers 
by themselves can hardly make a dent in a 
country with 300 million citizens. Second, 
immigrants tend to be 

the decades. 
This is not a mere academic point; it goes to 

the heart of some of the most charged issues 
currently on Israel's and America's political 
agenda. Both countries are grappling with 
illegal imsnigration - the U.S. regarding 
Central Americans, Israel regarding foreign 
workers overstaying their permits; and now 
tens of thousands of Sudanese and other 

Africans, looking for 

tively? 

more ambitious than the 
host population, because 
they usually come with 
little wealth. Moreover, 
there is some self-selec
tion here too: The more 
adventurous and greater 

"lsrael and the U.S. 
a better economic life, 
smuggle themselves over 
the Sinai into the Negev. 

These are complex questions. However, 
if we look at the overall issue only from the 
perspective of the social and cultural prob
lems immigrants engender, our answers will 
tend toward "stop them from coming." On 
the other hand, if we correctly understand 
the huge economic benefits that "facing the 
alien" can provide, we might have quite a 
different response to the issue. This does not 
mean that economics must trump cultural 
identity, but rather that there are two sides to 
the immigrant coin. are grappling with 

illegal immigration." 
Both countries ask 

themselves, "What is 
American/Israeli iden
tity?" Should the U.S. 
remain monolingual? 

Thus, Israel and the U.S. have some
thing else in common: B_oth are 
caught between the economic rock 
and the immigrant cultural hard place. 

risk-takers are more will-
ing to uproot themselves from their former 
homeland and start life anew as strangers in 
a strange land. 

However, both these explanations lay the 
"credit" for national success at the door of the 
immigrants themselves. I believe there is a 
third factor that is even more important, pre
cisely because it relates to the huge majority 
of native citizens already there: Immigrants 
tend to challenge the conventional wisdom, 
i.e., they force the intellectually inert citi
zenry to rethink the "verities" and accepted 
practices in all areas of life. 

In other words, if all of us tend to live 
within a mental "box" called "homeland 
society," immigrants force us to think "out of 
the box," as we come face-to-face with others 
who look different, act differently and think 
differently. It is precisely that type of "chal
lenge" that both American and Israeli soci
ety have had to face time and time again, as 
waves of new immigrants swept ashore over 

Should it pass legislation against perceived 
Muslim authoritarianism? Should Israel 
demand a loyalty oath (including from new 
Jewish immigrants)? Should it deport Israeli
born children of illegal foreign workers? Can 
both countries retain their original ethno
cultura! identity: WASP and Jewish, respec-

Professor Sam Lehman-Wilzig teaches at Ear
l/an University in Israel. In 2008-09 he was 
Schusterman Visiting Professor at Brown Uni
versity. Visit his Web site: www.profilw.com. 

Our editorial policy 
WANT OUR 

pinion pages to 
represent our read

ers' vibrant diversity of ideas 
and opinions. Thus, our edi
torial policy is as fullows: The 
Voice & Herald may publish 
thoughtful and informative 
contributors' columns (op
eds) and letters to the editor 
on issues of interest to our 
Jewish community. At our 

discretion, we may edit pieces 
fur publication or refuse pub
lication. 

Letters and columns, 
whether &om our regular 
contributors or &om guest 
columnists, represent the 
views of the authors; they 
do not represent the views of 
The Jewish Voice & Herald 
or the Jewish Alliance of 
Greater Rhode Island. 

Send letters (250 words, 
at most) and op-eds (700 
words or shorter) to Nancy 
Kirsch at nkirsch@JFRI.o~ 
(Subject Line: OPINIONS) 
or Nancy Kirsch, The Voice 
& Herald, 401 Elmgrove 
Ave., Providence, RI 02906. 
Please include your name, 
city of residence and (not fur 
publication) a contact phone 
number or email. 

wwwjvhri.org 
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1he powers and 
perils of collective 

understanding 
Editor's note: We are pleased to 

introduce Ruth H orowitz to our read
ers. H orowitz, a freelance journalist 
in Cranston, will write far 1he Voice 
& Herald every other issue. 

IT'S THE BIG day. An 
excited crowd has gathered. 
Some people have dressed 
specially for the occasion. 

Friends greet friends and strangers 
exchange knowing glances as more 
people pack in. Then someone 

Ruth 
Horowitz 

steps up to the 
podium. When 
certain words are 
spoken, the crowd 
erupts as one. 

These same 
lines have been 
said before, but 
they never fail 
to thrill. They 
paint the world in 
simple terms. It's 
clear to everyone 

listening who the heroes are in this 
narrative, and who is the villain. 

This shared understanding cre
ates a heightened sense of soli
darity, the surge of strength that 
comes when many voices join 
together. This unity reinforces the 
crowd's collective vision, its shared 
definition of right and wrong. 

J Street is 
making waves 

BY HARRY SAMUELS 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald TUESDAY, MARCH 
1 marked the end of J 
Street's second national 
conference, "Giving 

Voices to Our Values," which 
was held from Feb. 26 to March 
1. Nearly 2,400 activists, includ
ing about 500 students, gathered 
at the Washington, D.C. Con
vention Center to call for active 
American engagement to revive 
the stagnated peace process 
between Israelis and Palestinians 
and to broaden the conversation 
about Israeli policy in the pro
Israel community. 

Though the attendees were pri
marily American Jews, Israelis 
were certainly represented, as well 
as a small number of American 
Christians and even Palestinians. 
Rhode Island was represented 
by a delegation of eight commu
nity members and eight students 
(seven from Brown University 
and one from Roger Williams 
University). 

Though only approaching its 

AnLrn 

Heroes and villains 
I was part of a scene like this 

last month, when Rhode Island
ers rallied for marriage equality 
on Smith Hill. I've seen clips of 
similar events at tea party rallies. 
I followed online as the same basic 
script unfolded in Cairo's Tahrir 
Square. And every year I share this 
experience in synagogue, during 
the reading of the Book of Esther 
on Purim. 

Purim? Purim's just a fun holi
day, the Jewish Mardi Gras, a time 
to celebrate the end of winter, wear 
costumes and generally let loose. 
The story of Haman and Esther is 
a classic fairy tale, in which the vil
lain is satisfyingly evil, the heroes 
brave and good, and the triumph 
of good over evil clear cause for 
rejoicing. As for the annual read
ing of the Megillah, that's just a 
time-honored pageant with lusty 
audience participation. 

Purim is all those things. But, 
like those other, more overtly 
political, events, it's also a prime 
opportunity for collective-con
sciousness building. 

Collective consciousness can be 
a good thing. It sure felt good at 
the Statehouse in February. My 
husband and I wore red to show 
which team we were on, and we 
cheered with our side, even when 
the echoing rotunda garbled the 
speeches. We weren't there to learn 
anything, but to provide strength 
in numbers - a message to the leg
islators and to the community we 
were supporting. A friend who is 

raising two kids with her lesbian 
partner greeted us with a grin and 
said, "I hadn't anticipated how 
incredible it would feel to see all 
these people who think I should 
be married." 

"Esther only has 
Ahasuerus' ear 
because she's 

a babe." 

But one person's feel-good gath
ering is another's dangerous exer
cise in group-think. The handful 
of folks from the other side in that 

room probably felt the way I do 
watching tea party rallies. Those 
people are brainwashed, I think. 
How can they be so simplistic? 

Other times, it's hard to know 
what to think. Tracking the Egyp
tian revolution on Twitter, I was 
riveted. As a Jew, I couldn't help 
but see Mubarak as Pharaoh. And 
when a young Egyptian who'd 
lived his whole life under dictator
ship tweeted, "For the first time I 
feel like I matter," I heard him echo 
the Israelites of the Exodus experi
encing their first taste of freedom. 
But it was also impossible for me, 
as a Jew, not to worry about the fate 
oflsrael in a post-Mubarak world. 
And as popular uprising morphed 
into military coup, I wondered 

A READER'S PERSPECTIVE 

Reviving liberal Zionism 
three-year anniversary, J Street 
is certainly making waves in the 
organized Jewish world . Since 
the 2009 conference, participa
tion has increased by nearly 1,000 
participants, nearly 60 percent. In 
particular, the number of students 
at this year's conference doubled 
since the last conference, with 
nearly 500 students representing 
about 100 campuses across the 
country. 

The types of programming 
at the conference represented 
J Street's dual mission. As the 
"political home of the pro-Israel, 
pro-peace movement," many 
panels focused on how to convey 
the urgency of a two-state solu
tion to elected officials. These 
sessions grappled with the core 
issues of the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict as a whole, from "Jerusa
lem: Divisible with Liberty and 
Justice for All?" to "What about 
Hamas?" 

More profoundly, J Street seeks 
to re-envision what it means to 
be "pro-Israel," to make room for 
peace, justice and compassion. In 
doing so, J Street's programming 
engaged Jews and non-Jews across 
the ideological spectrum. A ses
sion entitled "The Synagogue as 

a Laboratory for the Conversa
tion on Israel" challenged the 
participants to use their temples 
as places to broaden the debate on 

GIVING 
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Israeli policy. J Street also hosted 
a panel on the Boycott, Divest
ment and Sanctions (BDS) move
ment. Although J Street explicitly 
rejects such tactics, a robust con
versation about Israel demands 
that those who support BDS be 
included in the discussion. 

The conference ended with 700 
participants converging on Capi
tol Hill to urge Congress to sup
port foreign aid to Israel and the 
Palestinian authority, and to press 
the urgency of a two-state solu
tion. The Rhode Island delega-
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tion met with Senator Jack Reed, 
Senator Sheldon Whitehouse's 
legislative director and staff from 
the offices ofU.S. Representatives 
James Langevin and David Cicil
line. 

I grew up in a home that valued 
Israel as the ancestral homeland 
of the Jewish people. In 2006, I 
watched my sister become a bat 
mitzvah at the Kotel. In 2008, I 
studied at the Hebrew Univer
sity of Jerusalem. Today, I teach 
elementary and middle school 
students at Temple Emanu-El. 
My attachment to the Jewish 
people and Israel is unwavering. 
However, I also grew up with 
the Israel of settlements, separa
tion walls and loyalty oaths. There 
came a point where my liberalism 
seemed so at odds with Zionism 
as to be inherently antithetical to 
one another. J Street was founded 
to tell Jews like me otherwise. 

J Street has started to fill a 
vacuum in the debate in the 
American Jewish community, in 
which Zionism has become con
flated with hawkish policies, con
structive criticism has been met 
with marginalization, and to be 
pro-Israel fundamentally meant 
to be anti-Palestinian. While J 

OPINION 

whether the simple demands of the 
people in the square might be a bit 
simplistic. 

The story of Purim is, of course, 
more straightforward. A smart 
man and his brave niece prevent 
genocide. No moral ambigui
ties there. Or are there? Consider 
poor Vashti, banished for the 
crime of self-respect. And what 
about Vashti 's replacement? As 
Tablet columnist Marjorie Ingall 
recently observed, Esther cer
tainly shows courage when she 
"outs" herself as a Jew, but she 
only has Ahasuerus' ear because 
she's a babe. When we encourage 
our daughters to dress up like her, 
what are we teaching them about 
their value as females? And then 
there's the end of the story, when 
the Jews slaughter 75,000 men. 
That's reason to party? 

Communal catharsis has its 
place, and there's nothing as 
cathartic as a rousing tale of good 
and evil, especially when you 
throw in a bunch of noisemak
ers, costumes and perhaps a little 
schnapps. It's just important to 
remember, once the fun is over, 
that the real world is rarely so 
simple. 

Horowitz, a former journalist 
with Seven Days, a Vermont news
paper, now works as a freelance 
writer and biogs at Ruthhorowitz@ 
Wordpress.com. Contact her at ruth. 
horowitz@gmail.com. 

Street does not embrace the hawk
ish "wherever we stand we stand 
with Israel" sentiments of other 
established Jewish organizations, 
it also staunchly rejects the ram
pantly anti-Israel ideologies of the 
hard left. If there is one thing that 
I learned from the conference, it 
is that J Street is as devoted to a 
strong, secure, Jewish state as any 
pro-Israel organization. Yet it 
upholds the values of justice and 
dignity that are as central to any 
human rights group as they are to 
the Jewish tradition. 

If the two-state solution 
becomes unrealistic, so will the 
dream of a Jewish and democratic 
homeland in the land of Israel. I 
worry that the Jewish community 
is losing its humanism in its Zion
ism. I share J Street's view that 
only through a pursuit of both 
will Israel see the day when it can 
live in real peace and security, and 
fulfill the Jewish peoples' ancient 
commitment to truly be a "light 
onto the nations."' 

Harry Samuels is a sophomore at 
Brown University and an active 
member of J Street U and Brown 
RISD Hillel. Contact him at 
hbsamuels@gmail.com. 
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to make this a better, brighter world! 

Jewish Alliance 
OF GREATER RHODE I SLAND 

Together, we a re stronger 

To see photos from the event, , 
please visit www.facebook. 
com/MitzvahDayRI . 
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THANK YOU TO OUR Mll~VAH DAJj~~!f.~i!f '' 

• The Alef list • Brown/RI$[) Hillel • Chabad House • ·_ Gift of Lif~-• Gotta Have Sole Foundation • 

Louis and Goldie Chester Full Plate Kosher Food Pantry • Community Relations Council (CRC) * Harry 

Elkin Midrasha Community High School • JCC Early_Childhood Cent~r • Jewish Community Day School 

• Jewish Family Service • Jewish Seniors Agency • Judy's Kindness Kitchen-Congregation Beth Sholom • 

Max's Lunch Bunch-Temple Am David • Mobile Loaves and Fishes • The Network • New 

England Region BBYO • Phyllis Siperstein Tamarisk Assisted Living Residence • Providence 

Hebrew Day School • Providence Community Kollel • Rhode Island Young Professionals 

• Shalom Family: Mother's Circle, The PJ Library, Shalom Baby • Temple Beth-El Next Dor • 

Temple Habonim 5th & 6th Grade Families • Temple Sinai Religious School • Temple Torat Yisrael 

• 30K Friends Foundation • URI Hillel • Women's Association of Jewish Seniors Agency • 

AND SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR MITZVAH DAY CONTRIBUTORS 

• Accounting for Taste, Personalized Kosher Catering • Bank RI • The Blackman Insurance Agency, 

Richard Blackman CPCU, President • Cardi's Furniture • Davis Dairy Products Company • 

Divine Providence Catering · Services • Eastside Marketplace • Joel S. Chase, Attorney at Law 

• Laurel Hill • Michael J. Harri'ngton, Jr. Investor Advisor Representative • MRI Network Sales 

Consultants of Providence-Warwick • Seven Stars Bakery • Silver Swan Catering-a division 

of the Butcherie II • Starbucks Coffee Company • Tourtellot and Co., Inc. • Whole Foods • 

wwwjvhri.org 
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Mixed media artist's 
work on display 

Lecture and art 
installation on tap 

BY CHRIS PARKER 

cparker@JFRI.org 

PROVIDENCE - Artist and avid 
traveler Linda Dubin Garfield cre
ates visual memoirs based on the 
mystery of memory and the magic 
of place. H er works of art incor
porate her love of travel and her 
creative spirit. 

In 2007, the printmaker and 
mixed media artist traveled 
to Eastern Europe. There, she 
explored the beau
tiful countryside 
of Hungary, Aus
tria and the Czech 
Republic while 
walking in the 
footsteps of those 
who perished in 

seen includes those who perished 
on these streets during the Holo
caust." 

On Sunday, March 27 at 2 p.m, 
Dubin Garfield will lecture, and 
offer a look at Behind the Scene/ 
Seen. Discussion and a dessert 
reception will follow. 

1he event is sponsored by the Jewish 
Alliance of Greater Rhode Island, the 
Holocaust Education and Resource 
Center and the Rhode Island Chap
ter of H adassah. Held at the Alliance, 
401 Elmgrove Ave., Providence, the 
event is free and open to the commu
nity. 

COMMUNITY 

/Brian Sullivan 

the concentration 
camps. The result " 
is an art installation 
entitled "Behind 
The Scene/Seen," 
which include pho
tomontages. 

MIRIAM SNELL (seated) and fellow Senior Cafe attendees enjoy their kosher lunch. 

'I am the Alliance' 
Dubin Garfield 

said, "While visit
ing the charming 
city of Prague, it is 
all too easy to miss 
the history and the 
ghosts and cries of the murdered 
Jews who once lived and thrived 
here. Seeing behind the scene/ 

For more information, contact 
Stephanie Markoff Cohen at scohen@ 
jccri.org or 861-8800, ext. 108. 

Good food and great 
conversation at the 

Senior Cafe 
B Y BRIAN SULLIVAN 

bsullivan@jFRl.org 

PROVIDENCE- "I enjoy corning 
to the Senior Cafe," said Miriam 
Snell. "I get out of the house for the 
day, I get to see my friends and we 

TEMPLE BETH-EL'S PURIM CELEBRATION 

"GREASE - The Megillah" 

Saturday, March 19, 2011 

5:30 p.m. K'Tantan Purim Carnival 
6:30 p.m. Costume Parade 

Megillah Reading & Spiel 

For uiorc lnfoa Plcaec contact 331-6070 
70 Orchard Avenue, Providence, RI 02906 

www. tccnr (e .. bcth-cl.o rg 

Purim Cclcb'l'ation i ■ aponeored by the Benefactor• Fund 

wwwjvhrLorg 

have good food and great conversa
tions - that's what I come out for." 

The Senior Cafe, a program of 
Jewish Family Service's Kosher 
Nutrition Program, serves hot 
kosher meals to seniors at two 
locations. Lunch is served Mon
days through Fridays at Temple 
Torat Yisrael in Cranston and on 
Wednesdays and Fridays in the 
Social Hall of the Jewish Com
munity Center building. Meals are 
prepared by Accounting for Taste, a 
local kosher catering company. 

"Different people come for dif
ferent reasons," said Neal Drob
nis, the Senior Cafe coordinator. 
"Some come for the food, some 
for the social interaction and some 
come for both." 

"I enjoy the social interaction," 
said Snell. "Many times we stay 
after lunch and play cards or games 
in the lobby - sometimes we play 

well into the afternoon." 
The Senior Cafe offers a vari

ety of programming before and/ 
or after lunch. Programs include 
films, music, bingo, dance therapy, 
blood pressure screening and more. 
During one visit, the seniors had 
participated in a "Silver Sneak
ers" exercise class before lunch, 
and afterward, a guest speaker lec
tured on living well with chronic 
pain. Even better was their lunch 
- chicken soup, oven-roasted 
chicken, roasted root vegetables, a 
bean medley and blueberry crisp for 
dessert. 

Fundingfor the Senior Cafe is made 
possible in part by your donations to 
the Annual Community Campaign. 

For more information about the 
Senior Cafe, contact Neal D robnis 
at 861-8800, ext. 107 or ndrobnis@ 
jccri.org. 

www.BonnieSellsHouses.com 

#I Coldwell Banker 
Residential Brokerage Agent in 

RI for 2006, 2008, 2009 and 2010 

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE 

Bonnie Kaplan 
401-374-4488 
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Brandeis Hillel excludes a controversial group on Israel 
Jewish Voice for 
Peace's bid raises 

controversy 
BY SUE FISHKOFF 

SAN FRANCISCO QTA) -
Hillel may be the Foundation 
for Jewish Campus Life, but that 
doesn't mean every Jewish student 
group is welcome. 

Last week, Brandeis Univer
sity's Hillel voted not to accept 
the membership bid of the local 
campus chapter of Jewish Voice 
for Peace QVP), an organization 
that has been criticized for its sup
port of the Boycott, Divestment 
and Sanctions (BDS) campaign 
targeting Israel and was listed by 
the Anti-Defamation League last 
October as among the top 10 anti
Israel groups in the United States. 

"While we understand that JVP 
at Brandeis considers itself a pro
Israel club, based on positions and 
programming JVP has sponsored, 
we do not believe that JVP can be 
included under Hillel's umbrella," 
Brandeis senior Andrea Wexler, 
the president of the 11-member 
Hillel student executive board that 
rejected JVP's application, wrote 
in a letter explaining the board's 
decision. 

V/exler said the group's words 
and actions put it beyond what is 
acceptable to Hillel. 

Fellow Brandeis senior Lev 
Hirschhorn, who presented JVP's 
case to the Hillel board, said Hillel 
should not exclude any Jewish stu
dent group. 

"As members of the Brandeis 
Jewish community, we wanted 
UVP] to be included at the Jewish 
communal table," he said. 

The battle at Brandeis over JVP 
is part of the growing, heated 
debate in the American Jewish 
community over what constitutes 
acceptable criticism oflsrael. 

Last summer, a furor erupted 
in San Francisco over Jewish fed
eration funding for a Jewish film 
festival that screened a film about 
pro-Palestinian activist Rachel 
Corrie. For the past three years, 
the "pro-Israel, pro-peace" lobby
ing group J Street has stirred pas
sions on both sides of the divide for 
its calls for increased U.S. pressure 
on Israel to deal with the Palestin
ians. This month, Israel's Knesset 
decided to investigate J Street. 

At Brandeis, the organization's 
college chapter, called J Street U, 

blasted Hillel's decision on JVP. 
"While J Street U and JVP 

strongly disagree about many 
issues related to the resolution of 
the Israeli-Palestinian confuct, 
including the BDS movement, 
we nonetheless believe that they 
should be a part of the Jewish 
communal conversation," J Street 
U said. 

Unlike J Street, JVP does not 
describe itself as pro-Israel. That 
and JVP's support for the BDS 

"lf lsrael is open to 
all Jews, then Hillel 
should be open to 
all Jewish groups 

on campus." 

movement were critical to Hillel 's 
decision, Wexler said. The deci
sion, she added, was "very diffi
cult" and not unanimous. 

"According to the pro-Israel 
guidelines given to us, which we 
support and agree with, we didn't 
feel they fit into what we consider 
a Hillel member group," Wexler 
said ofJVP. 

The membership guidelines 
to which Wexler referred were 
released by Hillel's international 
body last December. The guide
lines reiterate Hillel's support for 
Israel as a "Jewish and democratic 
state," and say Hillel "will not part
ner with, house or host" groups or 
speakers that do not agree with 
that statement, including those 
that support the BDS campaign. 

Hirschhorn says the Brandeis 
chapter ofJVP only supports boy
cotting goods produced in Gaza 
and the West Bank, not Israel 
proper, so it should not be consid
ered anti-Israel. 

"We know what the national 
guidelines say, but we also know 
Brandeis is an open, welcoming 
community," he said. 

Wexler said the campus JVP 
chapter can't be considered apart 
from positions taken by its national 
organization, which held its 
national membership conference 
over the weekend in Philadelphia. 

Wayne Firestone, Hillel's presi
dent and the main author of the 
new membership guidelines, says 
that any organization, including 
Hillel, has the right to define its 
limits. 

"We do not feel we can be true 
to our values and partner with 
groups that deny Israel's right to 
exist as a Jewish and democratic 
state," he said. 

Firestone noted that the guide
lines also would exclude right
wing student organizations that do 
not support Israel as a democratic 
state, although no such groups 
have applied to Hillel since the 
regulations were put in place. 

The Brandeis chapter of JVP, 
which was created last fall, was the 
first JVP chapter nationwide to 
apply for Hillel membership. The 
organization, which began in the 
San Francisco area, also has chap
ters at the University of Californi~ 
at San Diego, the University of 
Arizona, St. Lawrence University 
and Earlham College in Rich
mond, Ind. It is organizing on six 
more campuses, according to a 
spokesperson. 

Adam Lerner, a sophomore at 
Cornell University in Ithaca, N.Y., 
where JVP is organizing, says 
Hillel, which has the stated goal of 
providing a safe space for students 
to explore their Jewish identity, 
should not set a political litmus 
test for who is in and who is out. 

"If Hillel promotes itself as 'the' 
center for Jewish life on campus, 
they need to have as pluralistic 
a voice as possible," Lerner said. 
"If Israel is open to all Jews, then 
Hillel should be open to all Jewish 
groups on campus. They should 
take the model they're promoting 
for the Jewish state and apply it to 
themselves." 

Jonathan Horovitz, a sophomore 
at the University of California at 
Berkeley, says the issue isn't Hillel 
banning a particular opinion, but 
choosing not to partner with an 
organization that is disruptive and 
uncivil. He noted that JVP sup
porters have heckled pro-Israel 
speakers, including Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, 
and the group aligns with organi
zations such as Students for Justice 
in Palestine and the International 
Solidarity Movement. 

"The actions of JVP and their 
guests abuse the openness offered 
by the mainstream Jewish com
munity by responding with hostil
ity," Horovitz said. "A group that 
hosts such events and welcomes 
such disrespectful jeering should 
not be allowed in the Jewish com
munity." 

Firestone says all students are 
welcome at Hillel as individuals, 

Raising teens: It's not for the faint of heart 
BY NANCY KIRSCH 

nkirsch@JFRl.org 

RAISING TEENAGERS TO 
adulthood takes no small amount 
of courage and perseverance. As 
the parent of teenagers, I know 
teens in and out of the Jewish com
munity who have experienced their 
share of growing-up challenges. 

We know how difficult navigat-

ing these teenage years can be for 
parents and teens. Won't you please 
share your stories - good news and 
bad - with readers of The Jewish 
Voice & Herald for our upcoming 
April 1 ''All About Teens" issue. 

After all, consider the Swedish 
proverb: "Shared joy is double joy; 
shared sorrow is half a sorrow." 

We will treat these stories -
whether joyous or heartbreak-

ing - with kavod, respect. At a 
submitter's request, we will also 
refrain from using names, cities 
of residence or other identifying 
characteristics. 

We look forward to hearing from 
you. Please promptly contact Nancy 
Kirsch at 421-4111, ext. 168 or 
nkirsch@JFRl.org. 

wwwjvhri.org 

/ Jewish Voice for Peace 

BRANDEIS UNIVERSITY 
SENIOR LEV HIRSCHHORN 
presented Jewish Voice for 

Peace's bid to his campus Hillel 

no matter their organizational 
affiliations. But "that's different 
from co-sponsoring with an orga
nization that does harm to our 
central values," he said. 

Ben Sales, editor of New Voices, 
an online publication serving the 
American Jewish student com
munity, says this position is disin
genuous. 

"If Hillel wants to be the Israel 
advocacy organization on campus 
that also provides a wealth of other 
programming for Jewish students, 

that's fine," Sales said, "but then it's 
inaccurate to call itself the center 
for Jewish life while excluding a 
group of Jewish students who do 
not support Israel as a Jewish and 
democratic state, but who are not 
violent or discriminatory, and who 
ground their positions in Jewish 
values." 

The debate about the Brandeis 
Hillel decision is much more 
heated off-campus than on it; 
both Hirschhorn and Wexler say 
there is no hostility between their 
groups. 

"I study Hebrew with a lot of 
them," Hirschhorn said of the 
Hillel board members. "They 
made sure we understood this isn't 
a personal thing." Wexler added 
that after the meeting, several of 
the students became "friends" with 
each other on Facebook. 

"We encourage these conver
sations," said Larry Sternberg, 
executive director of the Hillel 
at Brandeis. "This whole thing 
reflects the fact that there are 
such conversations taking place. 
And the fact that JVP wants to 
be part of Hillel is a good thing." 

Take the 

.. Brrrrrrrrr" 
away ... 

sign up for 

Summer 
Camp 2011 

today! 

June 27 - August 26 

art • swim • sports • computer 
specialty camps 

9 weekly camps for ages 3-12 
Counselor In Training (CIT) programs 

for teens entering grades 8-10 

For more information or to register, call 
401 .861.8800 

stop by 
401 Elmgrove Avenue, Providence 

or visit us online at 
www .jccri.org 

all are welcome 

The Jewish Community Center, Jewish Alliance 
Jewish Federation and OF GREATER RHODE ISLAND 

Bureau of Jewish Education 
are now Together, we are stronger. 

www.jccri.org 
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Saturday 
March 19 
Purim Celebration at Beth-El 

Celebration kicks off with 
K'Tantan Purim carnival , 
followed by costume parade, 
Megillah reading and Purim 
spiel, "Grease - The Megillah." 

Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard 
Ave., Providence 

5:30 p.m. - Carnival, 6 p.m. -
Parade, Megillah reading and 
spiel 

More info: Rob Massi at 331-
6070 or Rmassi@temple-beth
el.org 

Temple Emanu-EI Purim Cel
ebration 

Temple Ema nu-El, 99 Taft Ave., 
Providence 

6:30 p.m. - Family First Purim 
celebration in Bohnen Vestry; 
6:50 p.m. - Minhah followed 
by full Megillah reading at 7:35 
p.m. in the Main Sanctuary; 8:45 
p.m. - Purim Spiel, "Persia 's Got 
Talent," in the Alperin Meeting 
House. 

More info: 331-1616 

Temple Torat Yisrael's Purim 
Evening Service 

Traditional evening service and 
full Megillah reading. 

Temple Torat Yisrael, 330 Park 
Ave., Cranston 

8 p.m. 

More info: 785-1800 

Sunday 
March20 
Emanu-EI Purim Celebration 
Continues 

Temple Emanu-EI, 99 Taft Ave., 
Providence 

8 a.m. - Shaharit with Megillah 
reading in the Fishbein Chapel; 
9- 11 a.m. - Religious School 
Purim program for students 
in the Fishbein Chapel; 10:15 
- 11 a.m. - Purim Carnival 
"pre-school hour" for children 
through kindergarten in 
the Goldberg Center; 11 a.m. 
-1 p.m. Purim Carnival for all 
ages including games, prizes, 
moonbounce in the Goldberg 
Center; 11 a.m. - 1 :30 p.m. -
Purchase kosher BBQ lunch in 
the Bohnen Vestry; 2 p.m. -
Matinee Purim Spiel in the 
Alperin Meeting House. 

More info: 331-1616 

Temple Torat Yisrael Purim 
Festival Continues 

Family friendly Purim morning 
service, carnival, games and 
breakfast. 

Temple Torat Yisrael, 1251 
Middle Rd ., East Greenwich 

9a.m. 

More info: 785-1800 

Grand Purim Feast 
Event includes catered kosher 
buffet dinner, Lucky Bob's 
magic, comedy and juggling 
show, live music and dancing 
with Stanley Freedman & 
Sounds of Simcha. 

Swift Community Center, 121 
Pierce St., East Greenwich 

4 p.m. - Buffet dinner; 5 p.m.
Megillah reading 

$20/adult, $10/child 

More info: rabbi@ 
rabbiwarwick.com or 884-7888 

Monday 
March21 
Hebrew Play 

Hebrew play for children birth 
to 3 years, includes songs and 
play. 

Jewish Alliance of Greater 
Rhode Island, 401 Elmgrove 
Ave ., Providence 

1- 1:45 p.m. 

$45 for 9 sessions, $7 walk-ins 

More info: hebrewplayri@gmail. 
com. 

Sweaters and Blankets and 
Mittens, Oh My! 

Free community knitting circle 
for all skill levels, continues 
Mondays through April 11 

The Alliance, 401 Elmgrove 
Ave., Providence 

6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 

More info: Stephanie Markoff 
Cohen at 861-8800, ext. 108 or 
www.jccri.org 

Wednesday 
March23 
Temple Torat Yisrael's 
Shmooze with Booze 

Informal study and discussion 
with Rabbi Amy Levin over 
wine, beer, soft drinks, 
munchies and an interesting 
topic: Jewish Humor. Bring your 
favorite Jewish joke in honor of 
Purim 

Temple Torat Yisrael, 1251 
Middle Road, East Greenwich 

7 - 8:30 p.m. 

More info: 785-1800 

Thursday 
March24 
Hug N'hamah: Circle of Con
solation 

Bereavement discussion group 
provides a supportive circle; 
Dr. Judith Lubiner, a licensed 
psychologist, and Rabbi Amy 
Levin facilitate the group. Open 
to new members. 

Temple Tora! Yisrael, 330 Park 
Ave., Cranston 

7:30 p.m. 

More info: 785-1800 

Jewish Mothers at UMass/ 
Dartmouth 

Dr. Joyce Antler, Prof. of 
American Jewish History and 
Culture and ·Prof. of Women 's 
and Gender Studies at Brandeis 
University, presents "You Never 
Call! You Never Write! - The 
Historical Legacy of American 
Jewish Mothers." 

Board of Trustees Room, Foster 
Building, 3rd Floor, University 
of Massachusetts Dartmouth, 
285 Old Westport Road, North 
Dartmouth, MA 

12:30 - 2 p.m. 

More info: Jacqueline Satlow 
at 508-910-6551 or jsatlow@ 
umassd.edu 

Friday 
March 25 
Yiddish Shmooze 

Professor Mike Fink will be the 
speaker. 

The Alliance, 401 Elm grove 
Ave ., Providence 

8:30 - 11 :30 a.m. 

More info: 861 -8800 

Saturday 
March26 
Pajama Havda/ah at Temple 
Beth-El 

K'Tantan young family havda/ah 
service, followed by a PJ 
Library craft project and 
dinner. The evening wraps up 
with PJ Library story time. Ages 
birth and up. 

Temple Beth El, 70 Orchard 
Ave., Providence 

5:30 p.m. 

More info: Rabbi Sarah Mack or 
Ruby Shalansky at 331-6070 

Sunday 
March27 
Temple Torat Yisrael's Knit and 
Kvetch 

Share your knowledge of 
knitting, crocheting and needle
pointing. 

Village Lower School, East 
Greenwich 

9 a.m. - Noon 

More info: 785-1800 

Family Trees: Jewish Geneal
ogy 

Temple Am David and Temple 
Emanu-El's Koffler Bornstein 
Institute for Jewish Studies 
presents a 3-part series with 
instructor Dottie Klein. 

Temple Am David, 40 Gardiner 
St., Warwick 

10 - 11 :30 .m., March 27 through 
wwwjvhri.org 

CALENDAR 
April 10 

$10 

More info: 463-7944 

Behind the Scene/Seen 
Artist lecture, installation and 
reception with Linda Dubin 
Garfield introduces viewers 
to the Holocaust anew, while 
dealing with themes of reality 
and illusion, past and present. 
Mix-and-mingle dessert 
reception immediately following 
lecture. 

The Alliance, 401 Elmgrove 
Ave., Providence 

2 p.m. 

More info: 861-8800 ext. 108 

See story on page 8. 

Temple Beth-El Sisterhood 
Film Festival Series 

Leonard Nimoy narrates 
"Minyan In Ka ifeng," a modern 
story and history of the Jews 
of Kaifeng. Mink Fink, RISO 
professor, will speak. 

Temple Beth-El, Silverstein 
Meeting Hall, 70 Orchard Ave., 
Providence 

2 p.m. 

More info: Rob Massi at 331 -
6070 or Rmassi@temple-beth
el.org 

Kids' 70s Night Out for Grades 
K-5 

Disco music, dancing, games 
aJ1d crafts. Bring dinner and a 
disco costume, or use our dress 
up costumes. 

The Alliance, 401 Elmgrove 
Ave., Providence 

6-9 p.m. 

$15 for JCC members; $18 
for non-members; $10 for the 
second child. 

More info: Shannon at861-8800 
ext. 147 or sboucher@jccri.org 

Monday 
March28 
Hebrew Play 

See March 21 entry 

Theologians at Providence 
College 

Rabbi Ruth Langer, associate 
professor of Jewish Studies 
and associate director of the 
Center for Christian-Jewish 
Learning at Boston College, 
and Rev. Bruce T. Morrill, S.J., 
associate professor of theology 
at Boston College, lead a 
dialogue-based presentation 
for the Theological Exchange 
Between Catholics and Jews 
Lecture and Colloquium Series. 

Feinstein Academic Center, 
Room 400, Providence College 
Campus, Providence 

7- 9 p.m. 

More info: Dr. Arthur P. Urbano 
at 865-1351 or aurbano@ 

providence.edu 

Tuesday 
March29 
Temple Beth-El Brotherhood 
Men's Seder 

Opportunity to share the 
challenges facing Jewish men 
in today's society. 

Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard 
Ave, Providence 

6:30 p.m. 

More info: Rob Massi at 331-
6070 or Rmassi@temple-beth
el.org 

The Miriam Hospital Women's 
Association 

"Technology Through the 
Ages" addresses toddlers' 
use of computers, sexting 
and bullying, and whether 
computers help with memory 
retention. 

Sopkin Auditorium, The Miriam 
Hospital, 164 Summit Ave., 
Providence 

7 p.m. 

More info: 793-2520 

Friday 
April 1 
Shabbat Alive/Shabbat Chai 
Service 

Interactive Shabbat service 
combines musical instruments 
with traditional and new 
melodies. A new prayer 
book with translations and 
transliterations makes service 
accessible to everyone. 

Temple Ema nu-El, 99 Taft Ave., 
Providence 

6:15- 7:15 p.m. 

More info: 331 -1616 

Sunday 
April3 
AIPAC Dinner 

The Westin Copley Place, 10 
Huntington Ave ., Boston, MA 

5:30 p.m. - Reception; 6:30 p.m. 
- Dinner Program 

$200 

More info: (617) 399-2562 

Calendar 
Submissions 

Please note: Our next issue 
of The Voice &Herald will be 
published on April 1. Please 
send calendar items for that 
issue by March 21. Calendar 
items for the April 15 issue are 
due April 4. 

Send all calendar items to 
nkirsch@JFRI.org with the 
subject line of"CALENDAR." 
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Lucky cookie winner! 

ANN TAUBMAN of Sharon, Mass. 
was the lucky raffle winner of a 
tray of Continental Cookies, Inc. 

(www.continentalcookies.com) donated by 
company owner Eric Weiner. Individuals 
who attended the Israel Fair at the Jewish 
Alliance of Greater Rhode Island on 
Saturday, Feb. 26 submitted their names to 
the raffle, and Taubman's name was drawn! 
Congratulations to her, and thanks to Eric 
Weiner for the donation. 

Temple Sinai holds 
scholar-in-residence weekend 

Rabbi Jennifer Krause 
offers a fresh perspective 

on Passover 
Bv ANCY ABES11,1us 

Special to 1he Voice & H erald 

Shalom Housing has 

CRANSTON - Temple Sinai will hold its 
first Leventhal Scholar-in-Residence Week
end on April 1-3. Rabbi Jennifer Krause, 
adjunct professor and director of special ini
tiatives in the Michael and Irene Ross Pro
gram in Jewish Studies at the City College of 
New York, will present an intergenerational 
Passover program. Open to the community, 
the program adds another layer to "the tell
ing" of the story of the Exodus from Egypt "gone green" - the theme of every Passover seder. 

WARWICK - On Wednesday, 
March 8, Shalom Housing, a non
profit apartment complex for elderly 
and disabled tenants, held a ribbon
cutting dedication ceremony for 
its newly-built 100-kilowatt wind 
turbine, the second such turbine in 
the area. 

In addition to the wind turbine, 
a statement from Jewish Seniors 
Agency, which manages Shalom 
H ousing, noted that the facility 
has installed energy-efficient boil
ers - reducing monthly utility costs 
by 25 to 30 percent. All refrigera
tors and range hoods in resident 
apartments were replaced with 
Energy Star appliances, shower
heads and toilets were exchanged 
for low-flow showerheads and low
flow toilets - reducing water use by 
42 percent, and installing energy 
efficient thermostats. These and 
other "green" improvements were 
made possible by a $1.4 million 
grant from stimulus funds, through 
the U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development. Alteris 
Renewables of Providence installed 
the 156-foot-tall turbine. 

For more information about Shalom 
Housing, contact Bonnie Sekeres, 
director, at 738-4414 or wwwjsari. 
org. 

How do you 
make Pesach 

special? 

HAVE YOU CREATED 
unique Passover tradi
tions for your family and 

friends? D o you always make sure 
to "welcome the stranger" at your 
seder table by inviting someone 
who's alone? D o you celebrate 
Pesach as part of an interfaith 
family? H ave you celebrated Pass
over in an exotic location? 

We'd love to know how our 
readers make Pesach extra-special 
in their home. Let us know, so we 
can feature those stories in our 
April 15 Passover issue. 

Contact Nancy Kirsch, executive 
editor, at nkirsch@JFRl.org, 421-
4111, ext. 168 or 401 Elmgrove 
Ave., Providence. 
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From left, JSA Executive Director Paul Barrette, 
Shalom Housing Director Bonnie Sekeres and JSA 
President Susan Bazar cut the ribbon at the March 
1 wind turbine dedication. 

"The Passover story is not meant to be told 
as something that happened only one time in 
our past. It is also the story of moving from 
life's narrow straits to freedom, a story that 
is happening to every one of us now," said 
Krause in a telephone interview from New 
York. "The goal of this workshop is for every 
participant - whether 10 or 35 or 85 years 
old - to study what our sages had to say, and 
then to literally create the next chapter to 
what they have giyen us as an inheritance." 

During the weekend, every participant 
will create his or her own telling of the 
Exodus from Egypt story. "We will both 
learn and produce something that [everyone] 
can use at their seder table this year," said 
Krause, the author of"The Answer: Making 
Sense of Life, One Q,iestion at a Time." 

Temple Sinai's Rabbi Peter Stein 
expressed gratitude for Anne Port Leventhal 
(of blessed memory). "Anne was a remark
able woman and very generous ... in helping 

RABBI JENNIFER KRAUSE 

us establish this program," said Stein. "She 
loved learning and was an enthusiastic sup
porter of our adult education and children's 
programs." 

As for Krause, she's excited to be a guest in 
the Rhode Island community. "It's an honor. 
I am excited to meet and learn with every
body." 

"Rather than just lecture about the tradi
tions, she will lead us in thinking about how 
[Passover's] themes are felt in our own lives," 
said Stein. "In every generation, we are obli
gated to see ourselves as having gone forth 
from Egypt.'" 

For more information about the program, 
visit www.templesinairi.org or call 942-8350. 
1he synagogue is at JO Hagen Ave., Cranston. 

Nancy Abeshaus is a freelance writer in South 
Kingstown. Contact her at nabeshaus@cox.net. 

To Benefit Congregation Beth David & 
South County Hebrew School 

A divine detective story ... gritty, blasp.hemous intelligence: Sunday Times (London) 

SPRINGFEST 
(7th Annual Auction) 

Saturday, March 26, 2011 @ 6:30 pm 
The Village Inn 

1 Beach St., Narragansett 

Featuring 
a return engagement 

BIG BILL THOMAS 
Master of Ceremonies 

$36.00 pp 
Includes Hors D'Oeuvres, 

Dinner, Dessert And Auction 

RSVP by March 12,2011 
Send checks to: 

Congregation Beth David 
223 Table Rock Rd., Wakefield, RI 02879 
For details contact: Rick Karnes (401) 783-3908 

wwwjvhri.org 

t h e a t r e 

by 1-loward Brenlon d;cected by Tony !;,tcella 

NORTH AMERICAN PREMIERE 
March 17 - April 17 
401.723 4266 GAMMTHEAIRE ORG 

171 Exchange St.. Pawtucket. RI 
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Rabbi James Rosenberg's 
hook of poetry is published 

Rabbi-poet will read 
from his work on 

April5 

PROVIDENCE - Rabbi James 
Rosenberg is in love. H is love for 
his wife Sandy - to whom the book 
is dedicated - his parents, Israel, 
food, nature, words and life itself is 
abundant, and abundantly clear in 
his first book of poetry, "Until the 
Blue Kingdom Comes," published 
by XLibris Corporation. He will 
read from his collection at Books 
on the Square, 471 Angell St., in 
Providence, on Tuesday, April 5, at 
7 p.m. Rosenberg will share book
reading and book-signing time 
with Dr. Lowell Rubin, who will 
read from his book, "In the Shadow 
of a Yellow Star." 

Although most of the 121 poems 
were written in the late 1990s and 
later, the earliest poem in the col
lection, "The Edge of the Bronx," 
was written in the spring of 1963. 
In 1996, he wrote "The Shape of 

My Wife," in which he 
expressed gratitude that she 
is not "the shape/Of a Bose 
pear." The poem continues, 
"Her lines extend/Where 
they ought to extend/And 
contract where they ought to 
contractl. .. But even Eve/ 
Could do no better/At 53." 

With his rabbinical 
training, it shouldn't 
be a surprise that 
Rosenberg writes as 
eloquently about loss 
as he does about life 
and love. Aging, his 
mother's descent 
into dementia and 
the Holocaust are 
topics tackled in some of the most 
poignant poems. His love for 
food is evident in "There Must be 
Pizza After D eath," written in the 
summer of 2004. 

In addition to the April 5 book 
signing, which is free and open to 
the community, Rosenberg will 
read some of his poems on Fiday, 
April 15 at Temple H abonim, 

during Shabbat worship, and on 
Tuesday, May 24 at 7 p.m. at the 
Barrington Library. 

1he book is available at Books on 
the Square in Providence, Barrington 
Books in Barrington and at www. 
xlibris.com, W1.JJW.amazon.com or 
www.barnesandnoble.com. 

/ Providence Hebrew Day School 

Kindergarten students learn Torah 
ON MARCH 1, Providence Hebrew Day School kindergarten stu
dents watch Rabbi Shmuel Taitelbaum, a safer, a Torah scribe, dem
onstrate how a Torah is written. This was part of the students' unit 
about the writing of a Sefer Torah . 

Calling all hook lovers 
We want to hear participate. All you need to do is -nr:--:-;;;:;r:

let us know a bit about the book's 

your thoughts 

W AT'S ON YOUR 
ghtstand or in your 

Kindle? If you're read
ing "something Jewish" that has 
fascinated or infuriated you, 
let us know! 

The Voice & Herald wants 
to launch an occasional "book 
comer" with readers' submis
sions. You need not be a pro
fessional writer or book critic to 

( 

Executive Director 

plot and theme, the names of the 
author and publisher, and what 
you found appealing in the book. 

We'd like to hear from read
ers of recently published (within 

nine months or so) books, 
so send in your comments: 
Email nkirsch@JFRI. org, 
subject line: BOOKS, or 
write to us at 1he Voice & 
Herald, 401 Elmgrove 
Ave., Providence, RI 

02906. 

Temple Beth-El, a Reform Congregation, located m Providence, RI with 900 plus member families seeks an 
experienced professional to succeed our Executive Director, who is retiring after 16 years of dedicated service. 

Temple Beth·EI is looking for a"Mensch" a people person; an "ambassador" who will ensure all temple 
members and prospects have positive interactions with the Temple 

Overview of Responsibilities 
Administration of the temple's busmess/finanoal affairs: staff supernsion; mamtenance of pleasant and 
effective working relationships with clergy, senior staff, trustees and congregants; management of facilities, 
lndudlng cemetery faolitation of fund-raising event and campaigns; logistics and support for religious 
~rvicesandspedalevents. 

Professional Skills and Experience 
• Minimum of 5 plus years senior-level managerial and operatlOnal experience 
• Bachelor's degree required; advanced degree a plus 
• Management experience in organizations with million dollar plus budgets 
• Knowledge of financial and accounting matlm 
• Budget involvement in both planning and implementing 
• Working knowledge of and comfortable with current $0ftware and social media 
• Knowledge of Jewish ntuals, practrces, holidays and customs 
• Experience managing a staff of diverse bac'k:grounds and skill sets, particularly relatmg the facility 

maintenance, customer service, and fiscal matters 

Attributes 
, A good listener, High energy, Proven orgamz.a1iooal skill~, Re'.lpons1ble, Discreet, flexible and adaptable, 
Strong commitment to Jewish values 
TO APPLY: Email to searchcommittee@temple-beth-el.org 
1. A complele resume 
2. A letter describing your interest in Temple Beth-El and what assets you will bring to the Temple. 

RABBI FISHEL SCHACHTER, of Yeshivah Torah Vodath, and Anshel 
Strauss at the Providence Hebrew Day School on Feb. 27. Strauss 
was honored for having completed a learning of half a Shas (vol
umes of the Mishna). 

~ 

~YKSM 
,:ARLAS, KAPLAN, SANTILLI , MORAN, LTD. 

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 
AND BUSINESS CONSULTANTS 

Auditing, Accounting & Tax Services: 
Forensic Examinations 

Business Valuations 
Alternate Dispute Resolution 

Financial , Estate Planning 
and Wealth Preservation 

Litigation Support 

27 DRYDEN LN, PROVIDENCE 273 1800 
56 WELLS ST, WESTERLY 596 9500 

www.yksmcpa.com 

wwwjvhri.org 

J E FFRE Y B. PINE, PC 
Attorneys m Lt1w 

Jeffrey B. Pine 
Attorn,•yGtuerul 1993- 1999 

• Criminal Defense 
• Personal Injury/Serious Accidents 
• Civil and Business Litigation 
• Divorce/Family Law 
• Probate/Estate Planning 
• Real Estate 

Attorneys 
}EFFRF.Y B. Pu~·c 

BRIAh' G. GOLDSTEIN 

32 I South Ma in St. · Suite 302 
Providence, RI· 401.351.8200 

Swnmit Plaza • 231 Old Tower Rd. 
\l~kefidd. RI · 401.788.9100 

www.pinelaw.com 
Thtlll~CCU1~.illaW)'fflin""9'flffllpmtblllaw 

Th,«u1~notlkffl1eo,mtifylll'ryW)'N\Hill~ 
or!pffiffltkll!l)'f"4dOlpirtn. 
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Original play teaches students about Holocaust 
HERC program 

benefits more than 
1, 000 area students 

Bv NANCY KJRSCfl 
nkirsch@JFRl.org 

PROVlDENCE - More than 
1,000 middle- and high-school 
students throughout Rhode Island 
learned more about the H olocaust 
- and radio plays so common in 
the early 20th century - thanks to 
Holocaust Through the Arts. The 
Holocaust Education and Resource 
Center sponsors the arts program 
each year to teach young people 
about the Holocaust. 

Students from Joseph Jenks 
Junior High School in Pawtucket 
and other area schools attended the 
program at the Social H all of the 
Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode 
Island, and other students viewed it 
in their schools. 

This year's program, which ran a 
total of five times on Feb. 27 and 28, 
and March 1, was an original play 
by Barbara Silliman, "Brundibar: 
Disguised Resistance." 

The Jews of Terezin performed 
"Brundibar," an opera, no fewer 
than 55 times in the camp. Ter
ezin was a "model concentration 
camp" - a propaganda tool - that 
the Nazis used to convince Inter-

national Red Cross visitors that 
Jewish inmates were treated accept
ably. In the original "Brundibar" 
opera, children and adults sang in 
Czech, a language that the Nazis 
didn't understand, about the horrors 
they faced. "'Brundibar,'" said Silli
man, an English professor at the 
University of Rhode Island, Rhode 
Island College and Providence Col
lege, "was disguised resistance. The 
young inmates fought back." 

In the opera performed at Ter
ezin, children were humiliated and 
bullied by an evil organ grinder who 
wore a mustache suspiciously like 
Adolf Hitler's. The Jewish adults 
convinced the Nazi officers that 
the opera's production was simply 
a "Czech community entertain
ing ourselves." The Jewish inmates 
rightly believed that the Nazis 
wouldn't suspect children of an 
anti-Nazi protest. Even so, the chil
dren sing of defeating the bully with 
a mustache. 

"Brundibar: Disguised Resis
tance," Sillirnan's original play, 
tells the story within the story of 
"Brundibar." Although she didn't 
intend to write a radio play, repeated 
snowstorms interfered with 
rehearsal schedules. With "necessity 
the mother of invention," Silliman 
decided to teach the students about 
once highly popular, but now nearly 
extinct, radio plays. Props, includ-

Actors in "Brundibar: Disguised Resistance" 

ing signs for "Applause" and "Qiiet 
Please" were displayed, and actors 
openly used their scripts in the per
formance. 

Silliman told the attentive stu
dents in the Social Hall that only 
100 of the 15,000 children of Ter
ezin survived. "First performed on 
Sept. 23, 1943, 'Brundibar' rep-

resents hope, protests and the will 
of the Jewish people to fight for 
justice," said Silliman, a former 
HERC board member. 

The actors were so enthusiastic 
about the play that they will per
form it again, said HERC Execu
tive Director May-Ronny Zeidman, 
at HERC's May 4 annual meeting. 

"The children of Terezin knew 
they were part of a protest - part of 
something big," Silliman said. 

For more information about 
HERC, v isit www.hercri.org. 

1he Holocaust Education and 
Resource Center is a partner agency of 
the Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode 
Island. 

JCDS connnunity garden receives $500 grant 
Through fruits and 
'veggies,' students 

learn math, science 
and compassion 

PROVlDENCE - The Jewish 
Community Day School of Rhode 
Island QCDS) has received a $500 
2011 Youth Garden Grant from 
the National Gardening Associa
tion. The association awarded S500 
to each of 100 entities; more than 
1,200 organizations submitted 
applications, according to a recent 
release from the school. 

The grant will allow JCDS to 
build more cold frames to extend 

the growing season, purchase a 
compost-turner and incorporate the 
garden's vegetables and fruits into 
the school's hot lunch program. 

The JCDS garden is an integral 
part of the school community, and 
many grades experience individual 
lessons or mini-units in the garden. 
Last year, school-grown basil was 
turned into pesto consumed at 
a school dinner. In the spring of 
2009, students completed work on 
a sign for the garden as their final 
assessment on a math unit about 
scale. This year, the pre-kindergar
ten students' pumpkin studies were 
supplemented by their observations 
in their own pumpkin patch. 

After studying a text about the 
importance of growing one's own 

Exceptional Market Knowledge • Multi-Million Dollar Producer 

!JJ!!! lil.., \Rft 

I Listen, I Care. It's All About YOU! 
Lei my years of experieiu:e benefit you. 

Realtor since 1977. 

401·884-BOIO xlll Office • 401-419-USS Hobi~ • lhoi~.Land~NEMom.a,m • wwwJhti~land.com 

Coldwdl Banker Residtnlial Brokerage 
527 Main Street • East Grcrnwich 1 RI• 02818 

R[SIDE~ TIAL BROKER,\G[ 
www.NewEnglandMoves.com 

food this fall, third graders planted 
carrots. Learning about hungry 
individuals in our community 
inspired the fourth grade class to 
grow food to donate to a food bank. 
The garden encouraged fifth grad
ers to observe the natural world as 
scientists. They made careful obser
vations of the garden in their jour
nals, which led to their wonderings, 
questions and hypotheses. 

For more infonnation, con/ad 

Jamie Faith Woods, garden director, at 
jfwoods@jcdsri.org or 751-2470. 

/ Lauri Lee 
1he ]CDS is a partner agency of 

the Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode 
Island. 

From left, Daniel Page, Jeremy Satlow, Ruth Stein, Annette 
Milburn, Elie Katzman-Jacobson and Matan Kotler-Berkowitz 

harvest their gourds in the Jewish Community Day School 
community garden. 

Jewish pride + 
o en to diversit 

Worden's Pond • Wakefield, Rhode Island 
website: www.campjori.com • E-mail: ronni@campjori.com 

Call Camp Director Ronni Guttin at 401-463-3170 

wwwjvhri.org 
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Senior Cafe hosts community seder 
Seder welcomes those talk about Israel in a presentation, The price for the seder is $3 per 

who are elderly 
or disabled 

"Next Year in Jerusalem." person. 
Individuals from groups that For more information or to RSVP 

PROVIDENCE - The Jewish 
Family Service's Senior Cafe will 
host a model community Passover 
seder on April 8 at Temple Torat 
Yisrael, 330 Park Ave., Cranston. 
The seder, which will run from 11 
a.m. - 1 p.m., is for anyone who 
is a senior, disabled or attends the 
To Life Center. Cantor Steven W. 
Dress will lead the seder, as he has 
for 18 years, and Rhode Island's 
Israel emissary, Yisca Shalev, will 

help the disabled, RI Community (RSVP by April 1}, contact Neal 
for Living, Cranston and Warwick Drobnis, coordinator of kosher nutri
ARCs, Eleanor Slater H ospital, tion, at ndrobnis@jccri.org or 861-
the Groden Center and the Cove, 8800, ext. J0Z 
are invited to the seder; volun
teers who help at the Senior Cafe 
or M eals on Wheels are invited 
guests, as well. 

A bus will leave the Jewish Alli
ance of Greater Rhode Island, 401 
Elmgrove Ave., in Providence, at 
10:30 a.m. to take participants who 
do not drive or don't wish to drive 
to the synagogue; it will return to 
the Allianc~ at 1:30 p.m. 

Harkins Wealth Management 

LPL WF.ALTH MANAGL'v!ENT ADVISOR 
Life. Money. Balance B01h. 

Securities offered through LPL Fin:mcial. 
Member FINIWS IPC. 

~ ~irt.......,yblinds.co~,:i,, NE 

"If your blinds are not becoming to you .. 
they should be coming to us" 

Ultra-Sonic blind cleaning removes dirt, dust, allergens 
mini blinds• cellular shades• pleated·shades • vertical blinds 

Silhouettes• Luminettes • Duettes • Vignettes 

A div1s1on of American Wallpaper & Design • 44 Troy St Fall River, MA 02720 
800-672-3751 • www amwall com • Leah and Kenn Hersh 

Investing in d1c Library rad1cr than a bank can yield 
bcrrcr bcnc firg for you while abo allowing you 

ro cntich the liYcs of other~ for gcncrarions. 

/ To learn more about a charitable annuity, 
call 401.455.8003 or visit www.provlib.org. 

The Jewish Family Service is a 
partner agency of the Jewish Alliance 
of Greater Rhode Island. 

PJ Library 
at Books on 
the Square 

from left, Michelle Cicchitelli 
and her children, Dylan and 

Maya; and Lauri Friedman 
with Lexi Friedman and 

Sarah Beranbaum get into a 
Purim mindset at a March 4 

PJ Library event at Books on 
the Square in Providence. 

COMMUNITY 

~rici'a c£5j'{~,5,(z~Jitii1e d!A~dio 
www.patriciaraskin.com 

Pollinating Positive Principles 

ON FEB. 16, 19 IMAMS AND RABBIS from throughout Rhode Island and the southern Massachusetts 
region met for a morning of learning and discussion at Tamarisk. The imams recited their texts in 
Arabic and English, the rabbis recited their texts in Hebrew and English. 

Listen to our shows: 
"Patricia Raskin Positive Living" 

WPR0-630AM, 99.7FM & 630wpro.com 
Sundays 12noon to 2:00pm 

"Positive Business" 
WPRV-790am & 790business.com 

Fridays 3:00pm-5:00pm 
On the internet: 

"Patricia Raskin Postitive Living" 
voiceamerica.com Mondays 2pm 

blogtalkradio.com on demand 

Worden's Pond • Wakefield, Rhode Island 
website: www.campjori.com • E-mail: ronni @campjori.com 

Call Camp Director Ronni Guttin at 401-463-3170 

wwwjvhri.org 
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'Ten Days in Israel' art show 
PROVIDENCE Charles 
Fish!, a Brown University sopho
more, will exhibit his photogra
phy, "Ten Days in Israel," at the 
Brown RISD Hillel gallery on 

Rick Granoff 
developing 

a reality 
TV show 

BY NANCY KIRSCH 

nkirsch@JFRl.org 

CRANSTON - Stay tuned for 
Rhode Island's next reality TV 
show. Cranston resident Rick 
Granoff is working on developing 
a reality show, "Songwriter," with 
Carly Simon and her daughter Sally 
Taylor, and Gene Simmons and his 
son Nick Simmons, all musicians in 
their own right. Unlike other real
ity shows, this one, said Granoff, 
won't be all about one winner and 
many losers. Instead, it will offer 
an opportunity for many potential 
songwriters to get exposure. 

In a phone interview with The 
Voice & Herald, Granoff said that 
negotiations are ongoing with 
many of the parties involved. 

Monday, March 21, from 7 - 9 
p.m. The opening reception, fea
turing photographs from Hillel's 
January 2011 Taglit-Birthright 
trip to Israel, will include live 

music and refreshments. 
The photography display w ill 

continue through April 10. Brown 
RJSD Hillel is at 80 Brown Street, 
in Providence. 

RICK GRANOFF and CARLY SIMON /Rick Granoff 

He revealed some facts that this 
reporter didn't know. Did you 
know that Simon is half-Jewish? 
Or that Gene Simmons was born 
in Israel to Hungarian parents? His 
name at birth was Chaim Witz. Or 

that one of Simon's favorite meals is 
a peanut butter and jelly sandwich 
on white bread? 

We hope to "hear" more from 
Granoffin the near future. 

Temple Beth-El students hold annual Passover food drive 
PROVIDENCE - For the past 
several years, 7th graders at Temple 
Beth-El have led an annual Pass
over food drive, putting their 
mitzvah studies into action. 

With the ongoing economic 
downturn, the need for contribu
tions is greater than ever. All the 
contributions given to the students 
are taken to Jewish Family Ser
vice of Rhode Island QFS) and 
the Chester Full Plate kosher food 
pantry; in turn they will distribute 
the contributions to more than 400 
individuals and families who need 
financial aid to have a seder and 
properly observe Passover. 

Who are those in need? Some 
are Russian immigrants, some are 
elderly men and women who have 
lived in Rhode Island their entire 
lives, some have lost their jobs, 
and some are working families 

who simply can't afford the added 
expense of kosher-for-Passover 
food. 

What is needed? Food in cans, 
boxes or jars. Jewish Family Ser
vice says that all kinds of Passover 
food - such as matzah, gefilte fish, 
borscht, and kosher-for-Passover 
candy, macaroons, cake mixes and 
kugel mixes - are needed. 

It's easy to help if, when you 
are shopping for your family, 
you simply add a bag of grocer
ies for a family less fortunate than 
yours. You can also donate a gift 
card from a supermarket such as 
Shaw's, Eastside Marketplace, 
Whole Foods or Stop & Shop. 
You can write out a check to Moes 
Chitim, Money for Wheat, the 
community's annual drive for 
Passover funds. Or you can stop by 
with cash. 

And if you have packaged foods 
in good condition that are not 
kosher for Passover, bring those 
as well. JFS will store them and 
distribute them after the holiday, 
when Rhode Island's poor Jews 
will continue to need help. 

The students' food drive will be 
held on two Sundays, April 3 -
when it will be combined with a 
fund-raising bake sale - and April 
10. Students will be in the Temple 
Beth-El lobby from 10:45 - 11:30 
a.m. on April 3, and 8:45 - 11:30 
a.m. on April 10, to take dona
tions. Donations may also be left at 
the temple office, 70 Orchard Ave., 
Providence, between Monday, 
April 11 and Friday, April 15. 

For more information, con
tact Alan Rosenberg, 885-0768 or 
ricubsfan@aol.com. 

wwwjvhri.org 

Jewish Voice Sz_,l-lerald March 18, 2011 PAGE 15 

Arnold Eisen to speak 
at Temple Emanu-El 

Jewish Theological 
Seminary leader is 

a Jewish 
thought professor' 

BY VOICE & HERALD S TAFF 

voiceherald@JFRJ.org 

PROVIDENCE - Arnold Eisen, 
the chancellor of the Jewish Theo
logical Seminary QTS), will be the 
keynote guest speaker at Temple 
Emanu-El's educational weekend 
on April 8 and 9. The weekend's 
events are open to the community, 
and all but Shabbat dinner is free 
of charge. He will speak on "Rei
magining Conservative Judaism 
for the 21st century" on Friday 
evening and, on Shabbat morning, 
on "God, community and the life of 
the modern Jews." 

"We are proud to 
show Chancellor 

Eisen our vibrant 
Jewish community 
and our compe11ing 

programs for 
seniors, adu1ts, 

teens and children." 

Eisen, whom Temple Emanu
El's Rabbi Joel Seltzer calls "the 
de facto intellectual leader of the 
Conseivative movement," has a full 
plate of challenging issues: Where 
is Conservative Judaism going? 
How does it increase membership? 
How can Judaism be made more 
relevant and meaningful? 

Eisen is a "Jewish thought profes
sor," said Seltzer, and deeply inter
ested in exploring the role of God in 
modern society, what religion can 
offer modern human beings and 
what Judaism can offer the world as 
a whole. 

Eisen, who is not a rabbi, was 
appointed chancellor at JTS in 
2007. Since then, he has focused 
on articulating a new vision for 
JTS and guiding the formation of a 
strategic plan to support that vision, 
developing innovative synagogue 
programming and developing new 
curricula for and synergy among 
JTS' five schools. Before coming to 
JTS, he held positions at Stanford, 
Tel Aviv and Columbia universi
ties. Eisen, who holds degrees from 
Hebrew University, Oxford Uni
versity and the University of Penn
sylvaia, is also an award-winner 
author. 

"1950s America was Conserva
tive America," said Seltzer, "but 
what will America in 2050 look 
like? Eisen has the job of defin
ing a movement for the 21st cen
tury." The movement, said Seltzer, 

ARNOLD EISEN 

faces opportunities and challenges, 
including, for example, the rise of 
independent minyanim - groups of 
young college graduates who form 
their own groups for study, prayer 
and community, yet decline to par
ticipate in the synagogue. 

Another challenging opportunity 
facing not just Conservative Juda
ism, but all movements of Judaism, 
is "post-denominationlism," Seltzer 
said. "People want to be defined 
as Jews, but without the adjec
tives Reconstructionist, Reform, 
Conservative or Orthodox. They 
want the entire Jewish world of 
programming open to them, but 
without having to affiliate with a 
movement." That desire, said Selt
zer, is a challenge for all the move
ments - how do we break down the 
walls between movements and, at 
the same time, articulate a clear and 
compelling ideology for modern 
Judaism? 

Seltzer expressed enthusiasm 
about Eisen's upcoming visit. "It's 
always exciting when the leader of 
the movement comes to speak to 
you. And it's exciting for Proyjdence 
- we are proud to show (Chancellor 
Eisen] our vibrant Jewish commu
nity and our compelling programs 
for seniors, adults, teens and chil
dren." 

The Chancellor Eisen Educational 
Weekend, which is free and open to the 
community (other than the Shabbat 
Chai dinner), is made possible through 
the Rabbi Morris G. and Rebbitzen 
Diana Silk Memorial Fund and the 
Peter J and Anna C. Woolf Educa
tional Fund. The weekend schedule 
is as follows: On Friday, the Shab
bat Chai service is at 5:45 p.m. in the 
Main Sanctuary; dinner (118/adult, 
110/children under 10, 145/family 
maximum) in the Alperin Meeting 
House; and an 8 p.m. speech by Eisen 
in the Main Sanctuary. On Saturday, 
April 9, at 9:30 a.m., Shabbat services 
will be held in the Main Sanctuary 
and Eisen will speak before musaj and 
following Kiddush luncheon, Eisen 
will answer questions in the Meeting 
House. 

For more information or tr, RSVP 
for dinner - by April 4 - contact 
Temple Emanu-EI at 331-1616 or 
happenings@teprov.org. 
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Eating right at all ages 

Healthy recipes for 
senior saveurs 

B Y SHARON W EISSBURG 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

GETTING OLDER 
doesn't mean you 
have to sacrifice taste. 
As you age, though, 

paying more attention to what you 
eat becomes increasingly important. 

Lowering your intake of sodium 
and processed sugar is essential; 
hidden sources of processed sugar 
can be found in breads, pasta, juices, 
crackers, and other high-carbohy
drate foods, especially if they're not 
organic. 

Eating more fiber, which is found 
in large amounts in fruits and veg
etables like figs, beets, cabbage, and 
dried apricots, is essential to staying 
healthy . .. as well as being extremely 
tasty! 

Smaller portions are also helpful, 
especially in an empty-nester home. 
That's why these recipes are great 
- they're healthy, they're propor
tioned for a downsized household 
and they're delicious! 

The following recipes are from 
"Enlitened Kosher Cooking" by 
Nechama Cohen, Feldheim Pub
lishers, Jerusalem, 2006. All recipes 
have been modified to create two 
servings, except for the kale, sau
sage and white bean soup. Freeze 
individual container sizes of soup 
that you can defrost and reheat for 
another meal. 

Pastrami-wrapped stuffed figs 
Ingredients 

6 strips long pastrami 
2/3 cup port wine 
1/3 tablespoon cornstarch dis

solved in 1 tablespoon water 
1/3 tablespoon honey 
6 black Mission figs, fresh or 

dried; fresh preferred 
1 ripe cantaloupe, seeded 
Fresh parsley, chopped, for gar

nish 
Method 

Select 6 (5-6 inch) slices, or 

cut some longer slices to 5-6 inch 
lengths. 

To prepare the glaze, pour the 
port into a small pot. Bring to a 
simmer and cook gently until it is 
reduced by half, about 15 minutes. 
Add the dissolved cornstarch and 

4 ounces smoked salmon, pre
sliced 

2/3 cup arugula leaves, rinsed 
1/3 tablespoon chopped fresh 

dill, for garnish 
Method 

Preheat oven to 450 degrees. 
stir. Bring to a simmer; the mixture Wrap the beet in foil and roast for 
will thicken. Remove from heat. l-and-1/2 hours. 

Mix in honey. With paper towels to protect your 
Trim the stems from the figs. hands from the heat and from stain-

Make a lengthwise cut three-quar- ing, slip the skins off the beet and 
ters through each fig, leaving the cut the beet into 1-inch chunks. 
figs intact; do not cut all the way Place into a medium bowl. Driz-
through. If using dried figs, note zle on the oil. Mix in the horserad-
that sometimes they come some- ish, salt and vinegar. Toss to coat 
what opened and may not need to and set aside. 

be slit. Take a slice of salmon and fold 
Using the small side of a melon in half lengthwise. Roll it up. Pull 

baller, scoop out round balls of can- back and open up the cut side to 
taloupe. Stuff a melon ball into each look like rose petals. Repeat with 
fig. Wrap a piece of pastrami around remaining salmon. 
each fig, securing with toothpick. Arrange three salmon roses on a 
Fresh figs will need longer slices. salad-sized plate. Arrange arugula 
Pool two teaspoons of the glaze on between the roses. Surround with 
each plate and brush the • wi• ·•th---11 t chunks and garnish 

· th dill. Repeat for 
aining serving. 

Makes 2 servings. 

Stir-fried cabbage 
gredients 

1/8 very small purple 
bage, ha..-d, outer 

ves discarded 
1/8 large Napa cab

e, also known as Chi
e cabbage 

Pastrami-wrapped stuffed figs 
1/2 tablespoon canola 

oil 

additional glaze. 
Garnish with fresh chopped 

parsley. 
Makes 2 servings. 

Bouquet of smoked salmon 
and beets 
Ingredients 

medium-large beet, rinsed, 
roots and stem trimmed 

1/3 tablespoon extra-"Virgin olive 
oil 

1/3 tablespoon prepared white 
horseradish 

Small pinch fine sea salt 
21/3 teaspoon red-wine vinegar 

3/4 carrot sliced with 
julienne peeler, or 3/8 cup shredded 
carrots 

Small pinch ground cumin 
Dash low-sodium soy sauce 
1/4 teaspoon roasted or toasted 

sesame oil 
Pinch ground ginger 
1/4 teaspoon garlic powder 

Method 

Remove the core from the purple 
cabbage. Slice cabbage into 1/2-
inch thick slices. Separate into 
strands. Thinly slice the Napa cab
bage as well. 

If you're not eating 
CASERTA's you're 
not eating pizza! 

Heat the canola oil in a very large 
skillet over medium heat. Add 
both cabbages and the carrots, and 
season with cumin. Cook for 10 
minutes, stirring occasionally, until 
the cabbages are softened. 

Turn off the heat. Add the soy 
sauce, sesame oil, ginger, and garlic 
powder. Mix well. Transfer to a 
serving bowl. 

M akes 1-2 servings. 

51·11 OFF 

A Rhode Island Tradition for over 50 years 

TAKE OUT 272-3618 or 621-3618 or 621-9190 
JV 

Kale, sausage 
and white bean soup 

Ingredients 

2 tablespoons olive oil 
3 shallots, minced 
2 cloves fresh garlic, coarsely 

chopped 
1 (12-ounce) package of andou

ille chicken/turkey sausage (4 links) 
1/2 teaspoon dried oregano 
4 plum tomatoes, from a 

28-ounce can with basil, drained, 
coarsely chopped 

6 cups chicken stock 
12 fresh kale leaves, stems 

wwwjvhri.org 

Sausage, kale and white bean soup 

removed, washed and drained, 
stacked and chopped into 2-inch 
pieces; about 4 cups 

2 (15-ounce) cans small white 
beans, rinsed and drained 

1/4 teaspoon freshly ground black 
pepper 

Method 

Heat the olive oil in a large soup 
pot over medium-low heat. Add the 
shallots and garlic. Cook until the 
shallots are shiny and translucent, 
about 4 minutes; do not allow to 
brown. 

Chop the sausage into 1-inch 
chunks and add to the pot. Sprinkle 
in the oregano. Cook until the sau
sage is starting to brown, about 5 
minutes. 

Add the chopped tomatoes, 
stock, kale, beans and black pepper. 
Bring to a boil. Cover the pot, lower 
the heat, and simmer for 15 min
utes. 

Makes 10-12 servings. 

These recipes, from "Qy.ick and 
Kosher: Meals in Minutes," by Jamie 
Geller, and published by Feldheim 
Pub lishers 2010, have been modi
fied to make two servings, except 
for the chocolate fondue! 

Sole Amandine 
Butter has a low smoking point; 

take care that it doesn't burn. If it 
does, discard and begin again. 

Ingredients 

1/8 cup flour 
1/4 teaspoon kosher salt 
1/8 teaspoon freshly ground 

black pepper 
2 ( 6 ounce) fillets sole 
l-and-1/2 tablespoons butter, 

divided 
1 tablespoon olive oil 
1/6 cup slivered almonds 
lemon wedges 

Method 

Preheat oven to 250 degrees. 
Place a serving platter in the oven 
for a few minutes to warm. Turn off 
the oven. 

Combine flour, salt and pepper in 
a shallow bowl. 

Coat the fish with the flour mix
ture, shaking off any excess. 

In a large saute pan over medium 
heat, melt half the butter with the 
oil. Place fish in the pan and cook 
for about 5 minutes. Gently turn 
fish and continue cooking for 3 more 
minutes. Transfer cooked fish to the 
warmed platter, leaving butter sauce 
in the pan. Add remaining butter to 
the pan. 

Cook almonds in pan for abou1 
2 minutes, just until golden. Spoor 
almonds and butter sauce on top o 
fish. Serve with lemon wedges. 

Serves 2. 

Garlic orzo with peas 
Ingredients 

3/4 cup orzo 
1/8 cup extra virgin olive oil 
1/2 cup frozen peas, thawed 
1-2 cloves garlic, minced 

Method 

Prepare orzo according to pad 
age directions. Drain and place in 
large serving bowl. 

In a small saucepan, heat c 
over medium heat for 1-2 minute 
Add garlic and peas and cook for 
minute, until garlic is fragrant. To 
with orw, and serve. 

Serves 2. 

Chocolate fondue 
Since everyone has to splur 

sometime, why not splurge on ti 
fondue? After all, you can rati 
nalize that you're fulfilling soi 
of your daily fruit intake with tl 
recipe! 

Ingredients 

1 (16 ounce) bag semisweet ch, 
olate chips 

1 cup heavy cream 
1 teaspoon vanilla extract 
Strawberries, rinsed, hulled , 

dried 
Bananas, sliced 
Marshmallows 
Store-bought pound cake, 

into 1-inch cubes 
Method 

Place chocolate chips in a fon 
pot. In a small saucepan over 
heat, heat cream to a low sirnr 
being careful not to boil. Pour en 
over chocolate chips, add vaJ 

and stir until chips are melted 
you don't have a fondue pot, 
the cream and melt the chocolal 
the top of a double boiler.) 

Serve in the fondue pot, o~ 
low flame, with a platter of I 
marshmallows and cake. (If 
don't have a fondue pot, gi 

around the top of the double Ii 
and dip fruit, marshmallows 
cake into the chocolate; just be 
ful of the stove's heat.) 

Sharon Wei.ssburg is an int 
The Jewish Voice & Herald a 
senior at Classical High School 
tact her at sharon.meira@gmail., 
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Last month, because of you: 

• 4 local families received financial assistance to help pay for 

prescription medicine, food and rent 

• 12 Harry Elkin Midrasha Community High School students 

actively participated in tikkun olam, repairing the world, by 

learning about homelessness and helping people in need 

• 160 abused and neglected youth in Afula, Israel, our sister city, 

were given the gift of self-worth through compassion and 

job-skills training 

• 200 people experienced "a Taste of Israel" in Rhode Island; 

strengthening their connection to Israel 

• 750 Jewish children's books were delivered by PJ Library 

to local families- increasing literacy, the parent-child bond 

and Jewish identity 

• and.Jewish history came alive for 1200 Rhode Island students, 

teachers and members of the community thanks to the 

Holocaust Through the Arts program 

Every day, your donations to the Annual Community. Campaign 
are put to work helping to improve Jewish lives. 

Through your contribution, you were able to accomplish 

this and so much more for the people who need you most. 

Give today, improve a life tomorrow. 

To make your contribution, please visit 

www.JFRl.org or mail your gift to 

Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode Island 

Annual Community Campaign 

401 El mg rove Avenue, Providence, RI 02906 

or call 401.421.4111 ext.165. 

wwwjvhri.org 

Jewish Alliance 
OF GREATER RHODE I S L A ND 

Together, we are st ronger. 
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Classical High School honors five alumni 

Melvin Zurier, John 
Barry among 
the honorees 

BY NANCY ABESHUA S 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

PROV1DENCE - On April 9, 
the Classical High School Alumni 
Association will honor five out
standing Classical graduates at the 
fifth annual Distinguished Alumni 
Awards Dinner at the Providence 
Marriott. Among the honorees 
are two Jewish individuals, Melvin 
Zurier and John Barry. 

John Barry, a writer and teacher 
at the Center for Bioenvironmen
tal Research of Tulane and Xavier 
Universities in New Orleans, La., 
graduated Classical in 1964. 

Barry grew up in Providence 
where his family belonged to 
Temple Emanu-El. After earning 
his B.A. from Brown University, 
he began a career as a high school 
and college football coach. Barry's 
interest in coaching led him to 
become a sports writer. Since then, 
he has written on a wide range 
of subjects including science and 
public health policy, leading him to 

/ Winograd, Zacks & Shine 

MELVIN ZURIER 

serve as adviser to presidents Bush 
and Obama, and the World H ealth 
Organization . 

How does he feel about this 
honor? "I'm happy to be picked," 
said Barry, by phone from New 
Orleans. "We referred to Classical 
as the YBOP, the yellow brick on 
Pond - the original building was 
located on Pond Street." When 
the old building was demolished 
to make way for the new building, 
many students - including Barry-

bought brickfrom football coach 
Al Morro as a fundrai ser. Barry 
played outside linebacker on the 
team. "I learned a lot from Coach 
Morro," said Barry. "Classical is a 
great school!" 

M elvin Zurier, an attorney at 
Winograd, Shine, & Zacks, P.C., 
in Providence, is a 1946 Classical 
graduate. Zurier, who earned his 
undergraduate and law degrees at 
Harvard, served as a judge advo-

/Rabbi Peretz Scheinerman 

Who's the lucky winner? 
RUSSELL RASKIN, left, and FISHEL BRESLER draw prize tickets at the Providence Hebrew Day School 
annual Prize is Right auction. The auction was held at the downtown Providence Marriott Hotel on 
March 13. Elissa Felder chaired the fundraising event for the school's scholarship fund. Some $25,000 
was raised at the event, which drew 200 people. 

Worden's Pond • Wakefield, Rhode Island 
website: www.campjori.com • E-mail: ronni@campjori.com 

Call Camp Director Ronni Guttin at 401-463-3170 

wwwjvhri.org 

/ Ken Goldstein 

JOHN BARRY 

cate in the U.S. Air Force, execu
tive counsel to former Rhode 
Island Governor John Notte and 
the Rhode Island Ethics Commis
sion chair. An active member of 
the Rhode Island Jewish commu
nity, he and his wife Janet live in 
Providence. 

The first Zurier to attend Clas
sical, he began a tradition that 
continues today. All four Zurier 
children - Rebecca, Sam, Ben
jamin and Sarah - are Classical 

graduates. 
Sam's children continue the 

legacy; Rachel is a 2010 Classical 
graduate, Hannah is a sophomore, 
and Joseph attends Classical part
time for advanced mathematics 
and physics courses as an eighth 
grader. "We are a Classical family," 
said Zurier. 

He has many fond memories of 
his Classical years. A pitcher on 
the baseball team, they "played 
at the old Hope Field on Cole 
Avenue." His debating club coach, 
C. Bird Keach, an attorney in pri
vate practice and a Yale law school 
graduate, volunteered to help kids. 
"H e was my inspiration to become 
a lawyer." 

Other (non-Jewish) alumni 
being honored are Anthony F. 
Gasbarro, a 1957 graduate; Joseph 
Nocera, a 1970 graduate; and Dr. 
Karina M ontilla Edmonds, a 1988 
graduate. 

Tickets far the April 9 dinner are 
175 per person. Contact c/assicala
lumni@yahoo.com or Mary Figuero 
at 441-2052. 

Nancy Abeshaus is a freelance 
writer in South Kingstown. Contact 
her at nabeshaus@cox.net. 

Jewish Family Service helps 
people celebrate Pesach 

PROV1DENCE - Each year, 
Jewish Family Service's OFS) 
Moes Chitim, money for wheat 
campaign, helps people by distrib
uting funds that they can use to 
purchase Passover food. In a JFS 
statement dated March 14, the 
organization indicated that, last 
year, it helped 
more than 280 
individuals pur
chase food for 
Pesach. Thanks 
to hundreds of 
generous donors, 
more than 
$16,000 was allo
cated last year to 
help individuals 
as well to help fu nd communal 
seders, such as the AIDS seder and 
the kosher meal site community 
seder. Passover. The funds raised 
helped alleviate people's fears that 
they would not be able to purchase 
Passover food, either for the seder 
or throughout the holiday. 

JFS earmarks these funds for 
individuals and fa milies who are 
less fortunate; with limited fu nds, 

the agency reserves those funds for 
those who are truly in need - those 
who would have tremendous diffi
culty celebrating Passover without 
the support of the agency. 

Eligible individuals and fami
lies receive a gift card to a conve
niently located supermarket so that 

they can make 
appropriate pur
chases. 

If you fie! that 
your family needs 
this assistance to 
celebrate Passover 
this year; or if you 
know of a family 
in need, please 
contact your 

rabbi or JFS at 331-1244, and you 
will receive the necessary paperwork. 
All paperwork should be returned 
promptly. 

If you wish to donate money or 
Passover food, contact Linda Zanni 
atJFS at 331-1244. 

1he Jewish Family Service is a 
partner agency of the Jewish Alliance 
of Greater R hode Island. 

Lifeguard Classes 
Locations in Providence Newport Warwick 
Re-certifications welcome 
Authorized by the American Red Cross 
Lifeguard Training• CPR • first Aid • AED 
www.nelifesaving.com 
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I enjoy coming to the Senior Cafe. 
I get out of the house for the day; I have 
good food and great conversation. 

My name is Miriam Snell. 
I am the Alliance. 

« Miriam Snell (right) and Florence Spooner, 

regular attendees of the Senior Cafe, 

a collaborative program of Age Well RI 

made possible in part by your donations 

to the Annual Community Campaign 

I am the Alliance. 

We are Jewish tradition and values at work in daily 

life. We are social justice, lifelong Jewish learning, 

and loving kindness. We are a daily commitment 

to create healthier minds, bodies and community. 

We are Tzedakah and Tikkun 0/am. Through the 

Annual Community Campaign, our donations 

fund more than 300 programs and services that 

support and enhance Jewish life in Rhode Island, in 

Israel, and around the world. We are the Alliance. 

Jewish Alliance 
OF GREATER RHODE ISLAND 

Together, we are stronger. 

401 Elmgrove Avenue Providence, RI 02906 www.Shalomri.org 

wwwjvhri.org 
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375 'Superheroes' were busy on Mitzvah Day! 

Want Comfort? The Feeling is "MutuaH" 
• Heating • Air Conditioning • Heat Pumps • Roof Top Systems • 

Keeping vou comfortable since 1934! 
We Provide Complete Gas H eating and H eat Pump 
Service and Installation - Residential • Commercial 

VISA A FULL IN-HOUSE DESIGN, 
INSTALLATION & SERVICE COMPANY 

Call David Epstein at 401-351-3900 

SOM E Of THE ''SUPERHEROES" gathered for a group shot at the Social Hall. 
/ Randy Rosentha l 

They had powered up on breakfast before heading out to their assigned locat ions. 

/Alisa Grace Photography 

STUDENTS FROM BROWN RISO HILLEL participate in M itzvah Day. 

PASSOVER BEGINS APRIL 19TH! 
Now is the time to reserve space in 
the April 15th Annual Passover Issue 
of The Jewish Voice & Herald. 
It is one of the biggest editions 
of the year! 

Don't Be Left Out! 
Our April 1st and April 15th editions are timed perfectly for all of 
your Passover advertising needsl 
Please contact Tricia Steady at 421 -4 ll lxl60 or tstearly@JFRl.org 

wwwJvhri.org 
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Were you one of the Mitzvah Day heroes? 

l'M A SUPERHERO , 
Rt1;d~ Island M1tz.vah :Vy 

/ 

JESSICA NADEL and ANDREW SCHUSTER 

/Alisa Grace Photography / Randy Rosenthal 

THIS DRAWING WAS MADE BY SIVAN KOTLER-BERKOWITZ, a AT TEMPLE AM DAVID'S parking lot, JOE CE REP, left, STEVE CE REP and MICHAEL NADEAU (of Mobile 
Jewish Community Day School kindergartener, on Mitzvah Day. Loaves and Fishes) look over clothing donations as three other individuals from 

Make a Joyful Noise 
A Cappella Concert 

Sunday April 3, 2011 2:00pm 
Congr&gatlon Agudas Achlm 901 North Main Street 

Attleboro, M'A 02703 www.agudasma.orr, - -featuring· I 

lhmari<iannsdGannlamy lb r Aop!alqom luft,Un!Yff~~ 

Rhode Island Young Professionals sort clothing. 

Live in elegant surroundings, enriched with a distinctive 
cultural ambiance. An unparalleled level of service and 
amenities . and the support you need for your safety 
and peace of mind . 

Choose from spacious studio , one or two 
bedroom apartments - and studio or companion 
apartments in our Renaissance Memory Support wing. 

To arrange a personal visi t.call Dianne: 
401-732-0037 • www.tarnariskri .org 

Our Inclusive Pncing Means Sa~ngs for You' 

S S f A 

TAMARISK 

3 Shalom Dnve, Warwick, RI 02886 

Where Life is Celebrated "' 

Assrs ted Ltving • Renaissance Memory Support Celebra t,ons Adult Day Services • Respi te Care 

,1-.. A Carehnk Member 
t..._9) A Community of the Jewish Seniors Agency of RI 

wwwJvhri.org 
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positive, maintain 
friends, stay engaged 

B v NANCY Krnsc 11 
nkirsch@JFRI.org 

PROVIDENCE - "What is my 
mother doing in my mirror?" 
That 's the question that Anne 
Krause, 87, asks herself when 
she sees her own refl ection in the 
mirror each morning. 

Krause and eight other Jewish 
residents of Laurelmead talked 
about their lives as seniors on 
Thursday, M arch 10. Their 
vibra nt demeanors and energetic 
enthusiasm bel ie their collective 
ages - 789 years! 

A ll have experienced losses: 
Krause has outl ived two hus
bands; Li ll ian Golden, 88 , has 
outlived her husband and her 
only son, D avid; Phyll is Brown, 
who will tu rn 87 on M arch 16, 
D r. N ate Epstein , 87, and H inda 
Semonoff, 90, all ou tl ived their 
spouses; and Ursala and Fritz 
W eimersheimer, 86 and 88 
respec tively, are H olocaust sur
vivors. Nevertheless, t hey all 
embrace li fe, new ex peri ences 
and one another as pa rt of an 
evolving support system - as old 
fri ends die or move away, they 
make new ones. 

R ETIREMENT LOOK S 

APPEA LI NG . • . MOSTLY 

While some seniors are iso
lated, perh aps due to poor hea lth, 
inability to easily access social 
networks or depression, too 
much stimulation might be the 
only challenge this group faces. 

Living well, they said , requi res 
social engagement and frequent 
interactions with fri ends. Some 
play bridge each week, others 
pa rticipate in a book group that 
Brown leads. 

Epstein, a retired psychiatrist, 
said , "I am a jock. I play squash 
two times a week and work out 
four or five times a week. I'm on 
the computer every day, and I 
read a g reat deal. I go to theater 
w ith friends." Retirement is new 
fo r Epstein , who came to Rhode 
Island in 1977 to chai r Brown 
medical school's department of 
psychiatry and serve as psychia
trist- in-chief at Butler H ospital. 
Currently a professor emeritus 
of psychiatry at Brown's medi
ca l school, he worked unti l last 
M arch at St. Louis H ospital in 
New Bedfo rd, M ass. 

Fritz and Ursala may have had 
the biggest adjustments to senior 
living. They moved here from 
New Jersey about 4-and-1/2 
years ago to be closer to fa mily. 

Fritz left home (a small town 
in G ermany) at age 16 for a two
year stint in Palestine, followed 
by four years in the British army. 
Eventually he moved to the U.S., 
where he met Ursala, and worked 

/ Nancy Kirsch 

From left, seated, are Ursala Weimersheimer, Fritz Weimersheimer, Anne Krause, Lill ian Golden and Phyll is Brown; and standing, from 
left, are Lila Sapinsley, Nate Epstein, Hinda Semonoft and John Sapinsley, at Laurel mead on March 10. 

in indust ry. "I don't regret the 
move [to Laurelmead], but I mi ss 
certain things that were a great 
part of my li fe .. . hav ing a g roup 
to play music with once a week." 

Ursala gently reminded Fritz 
that he no longer can play the 
viola, due to hi s Parkinson's dis
ease. "I like it here [but] it's been 
a diffi cult adjustment," she said. 
"W e lived in the same place fo r 
46 year! ··· with a g reat circle of 
friends. 

TR AI LBLAZE RS 

M any of these women were 
trai lblazers, working outside 
the home in an era where many 
women didn't. Lila Sapins
ley, 88, became a Rhode Island 
state senator in 1972 - the fir st 
woman to hold such elective 
offi ce. So many people had hea rd 
her complain about the absence 
of women in public offi ce, they 
told her, "Put your money where 
your mouth is." She did just that, 
rising to become the State Sen
ate's minority leader. "Every 
woman I know helped me with 
my campaign. W omen came 
and hand-addressed envelopes; 
women who could walk [door
to-door campaigning], walked." 

"W e broke some of the glass 
ceilings ," said Brown , who was 
a chemistry professor at the Uni
versity of Rhode Island . 

G olden returned to school in 
her 40s, and received her degree 
at age 50. She taught high school 
and then, when she lost her job -
remi niscent, she said , of today's 
news - she worked for the Rhode 
Island Attorney Genera l address-

ing consumer protection issues 
in Woonsocket. After her first 
husband died, Krause worked 
in a wholesale liquor business; 
Semonoff was a social worker 

"l'm not interested 
in 1ength of 

days, but qua1ity 
of days." 

and Ursala W eimersheimer was a 
commercial artist, an art teacher 
and then as an advocate for deaf 
patients in a New Jersey psychi 
atric hospital. 

Even now, some of them con
tinue to volunteer their time 
and talents - Semonoff serves 
as a board member of a non
profit orga nization called A 
New Leaf, and volunteers with 
Jewish Family Service; Ursala 
W eimersheimer and Brown are 
"pen pals" with second g raders at 
the Paul Cuffee School in P rovi
dence , where Ursala also helps 
kids with reading. 

H ARD T IMES T H EN, 

HARD T IMES NOW 

"Things were worse during the 
D epression," said Lila Sapinsley. 
As bad as things are now, they 
were worse then. W e don't like to 
remember, but we came through 
tough times ." 

Krause remembers having to 
live at home during college, due 
to economic pressures, and knew 
that her parents faced diffi cult 

wwwJvhri.org 

economic times. Brown's father 
brought 14 refugees from Ger
many to the United States . 

Ursala W eimersheimer 
reca lled, "I never had carefree 
teenage years. I'm still a teen
ager inside." W ith that youth
ful enthusiasm, she "just enjoys 
things . I look at the sky, hear the 
birds and trees ... " 

Expressing hope that a strong 
economy and a stable political 
environ ment will retu rn, Krause 
said, "W e've survived before ." 

John Sapi nsley, 89, who taught 
economics at Brown Univer
sity and Rhode Island College, 
is impressed by the "enormous 
cultu ral revolution" he sees -
today's young people eager to do 
community service. ''They have 
insight into the nature of the 
world ; we didn't have that. W e 
did a very bad job in the world." 

Asked to elaborate, he said , 
"Two or three wars in thei r chil
dren's upbring ing, we've mur
dered millions, not thousands, 
but mi llions of people." 

M any expressed concern - and 
some bewilderment - about their 
g randchildren's futures. "I don't 
understand my gra ndchildren's 
careers, they're so complicated,'1 

said Krause. 
G olden said that her grandsons 

and other young people will face 
more challenges finding work. 
"Kids have so ma ny choices of 
occupations, so tryi ng to choose 
a d irection to go in [is di ffi cult]." 

HIGH SCHOOL II EDUX? 

The sole widower among many 
widows, Epstein was asked, "Are 

you a hot dati ng commodity?" 
A counterpoint to the peals 

of laughter was John Sapins
ley's tongue-in-cheek comment, 
"" H e's a lukewarm commodity." 

They were asked, "Are the 
women cliquey? Is it like high 
school with the cool gi rl s and the 
not-so-popular crowd?" 

"There are cliques," admitted 
Semonoff, "but not intentionally 
so." She and others explained 
that they tend to gravitate 
toward those they've known for 
a long time. 

"W e all reach out to others," 
said G olden, "and I've made a lot 
of new fr iends." 

As for those who aren't happy, 
John Sapinsley said, agai n dem
onstrating his qu ick wit, "W e 
keep them out of all activit ies!" 

FEW FEA RS 

This mostly compute r-literate 
crowd doesn't fea r death or dying, 
though they fea r Alzheimer's , 
strokes, etc. 

Epstein acknowledged, "Wit h
out health, aging isn't easy." 

While death doesn't scare 
Ursala W eimersheimer, she 
doesn't wa nt her daughter to 
have to straighten out their 
apartment! 

These elders look forwa rd, not 
back; they make plans, but don't 
set goa ls. They found joy, not 
tsuris, problems, in being par
ents, g randparents and , in some 
instances, g reat-gra ndparents. 

Brown , who pu lled this group 
of people together, summed it up 
best. "I'm not interested in length 
of days, but quality of days." 

Ill! 
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Seniors and exercises - a perfect pairing 

l 

/ Brian Sullivan 

SENIORS PARTICIPATE in a "Fit for Forever" exercise class at J-Fitness. 

Fit or not, there's 
a class for you 

Bv NANCY Kmsc11 
nkirsch@jFRJ.org 

PROVlDENCE - The good news 
is that I finally discovered an exer
cise class that I can manage; I'm 
known for clumsily moving left 
when everyone else is moving right 
or jumping up when everyone else 
is squatting down. On Wednesday, 
March 9, I joined about a dozen 
other women and one man in the 
45-minute "Fit for Forever" exercise 
class at ]-Fitness. Jodie Thompson, 
the certified exercise instructor who 
taught this class, said that the class 
always includes one man. 

The class, which meets three 
times a week and is taught by three 
different instructors, is free for ] -F it
ness members. The "Fit for Forever" 
classes include a variety of exercises 
to build strength and endurance, 
improve hand-eye coordination 
and balance and increase flexibility. 
The class starts with a 10-minute 
warm-up session of stretching and 
proceeds to a mix of gentle exer
cises for the upper body and lower 
body. Some are done seated, others 
while standing; light hand weights, 
exercise stretch bands and balls are 
incorporated into some of the exer
cises. 

Given the target audience, it 
was no surprise that the music was 
a Frank Sinatra mix, which had 
some participants humming along 
to "New York, New York." (I hate 
Frank Sinatra, by the way, so I just 
gritted my teeth and blocked out the 
music!) Though the class is geared 
to people in their 70s and 80s, said 
Thompson, I saw participants who 
look to be in their 60s. It's not a 
high-intensity, high-aerobic class; 
many people wore jeans and sweat
ers, rather than traditional exercise 

apparel. 
Although the class is designed for 

a senior population, Thompson said, 
"W e don't treat them like they're 
old." 

Rhode Island Rehabilitation, 
located in the Alliance building, 
offers a one-hour dance class "Dance 
for Parkinson's," designed specifi
cally for those with Parkinson's dis
ease and any support person who 
people might need . Jennifer D avis, 
formerly a professional dancer who 
holds a master of science in physical 
therapy, teaches the class which uses 
rhythmic tempos and incorporates 
mind, body and emotion in dance 
sequences. 

The Brooklyn (N .Y.) Parkin
son's Group, said Davis, developed 
this program; professional dancers 
with the Mark Morris Company 
were the original teachers. Davis 
attended two trainings at the Mark 
M orris D ance Center in Brooklyn. 

The class helps people with Par-

kinson's, Davis stated, "because it 
uses music and repetitive move
ments to cue initiation of movement 
for people with dopamine defi
ciency. Our goal is to use dance to 
help make movement a joyful expe
rience instead of a clinical experi
ence." 

The Dance for Parkinson's class 
is a way for people with Parkinson's 
to increase their motivation to con
tinue moving - we hope they feel 
more like dancers, less like patients, 
and no physician's referral is needed 
for the class, D avis explained. 

For more information about the Fit 
for Forever classes (free to ] -Fitness 
membm, S12 per class far non-mem
bm), contact ] -Fitness at 861-8800 
or visit 'W'WWJCm·.org, Fo,· infor
mation about Dance for Parkinson's 
classes (S60 for 6 sessiom), contact RI 
Rehabilitation Center at 490-9780 or 
W'UJW.rirehab.com. 

Do You Need a Ride? 
Call Jennaline 
We will transport you with our 
experienced drivers to wherever you need 

• Doctor Appointments • Food Shopping 
• Visiting Friends • Special Events 
• Wherever you need to go 

Call now to schedule your transportation - 24 hour notice required 

Ask about our membership opportunities • "1,-, 

JennaL1new 401 ·331 ·2847 
Ask for Jenny or Caroline 

YOUR ANSWER TO All LIFE"S LITTLE SITUATIONS 

wwwjvhri.org 

/Nancy Kirsch 

JENNIFER DAVIS leads the " Dance for Parkinson 's" class at J-Fitness. 

WANTED: MATURE ADULTS 50+ 
What are YOU doing to exercise your brain? 

PLAY in just 10 weeks 
with 

KEYS TO FUN 
The revolutionary Adult Method that gives 8°"' ,h, abili< y ,o play , kcyboml io.,rnmcot 

Entire 10-week course 
Only $19.95 

Includes 10 one-hour lessons,all course materials, 
& practice facilities. 

• NO Musical Background Needed! 
• Day & Evening TI mes Available• Success Guaranteed 

CALL TODAY - SPACE IS LIMITED 

KEYS TO FUN®LESSON CENTER 
,_T_o_w_n_&_C_o_u_n-try Plaza • 166S Hartford Ave., Johnston • 277-9800 

GOLDEN CREST NURSING CENTRE 
Experience counts. 
When your business is taking care of people, you learn a lot 
in 41 years. Lesson number one? Be there when people need 
you most. Since 1969 Golden Crest Nursing Centre has been 
here 24/7 for Rhode Island 's elderly, providing the very best 

COMPREHENSIVE SKILLED NURSING 

ALZHEIMER'S CARE 

HOSPICE 

Providing the best is whal 11e do the best because 11hen it 
comes to caring for a loved one, experience counts. 

Family Owned and Operated Since 1969 
I 00 Smithfield Road, North Providence, RI 02904 

401.353.1710 
GoldenCrcstNursingCcntre.com 



PAGE 24 Jewish Voice ltHerald March 18, 2011 

m!l 
NAUGtrros AfSOCIATES 

A long ljf e may mean needing care 
and assistance for a long time. 

Someday you may need some help or ass istance. Whether it's at home, a 
nursing fac ility, or the hospital, if it has to do with care fo r seniors, we do 
it. And we do it with a commitment to your independence. 

Phone: 751 .9660 ◊ Web: cathleennaughtonassoc.com 

ZACKS CAMERA REP AIR 
791 Hope Street 

Providence, RI 02906 

(401 ) 2-REPAIR - 273-7247 
FAX: (401 ) 490-8212 

MICHAEL F. ZACKS, C.P.C. 

\'ideo and Audio Transfer 
Tapes• LP's 

Digital & Film Camera Repair, 

Passover Challenge 
March 1 - April 30 

As you clean your kitchen for Passover, 
please consider donating kosher canned 
or packaged "Chametz" (Non-Passover) 
food products to The Louis and Goldie 
Chester Full Plate kosher food pantry. 
These donations will be distributed to 
those in need before or after Passover. 

The Challenge (March 1 - April 30): 
The Alan Shawn Feinstein Foundation is giving away up to 
$1 ,000,000 to fight hunger nationwide. The Louis and 
Goldie Chester Full Plate will receive $1 .00 for each can 
or package that is donated. 

Mr. Feinstein promises, "Whatever you donate to this 
agency [The Louis and Goldie Chester Full Plate], I will 
add money to it. The more you give, the more of my $1 
million they'll get--Thanks to you! All that will matter to us 
someday is what we did while we were here to help those 
who needed us." 

Please visit www.jsa r i.org for a list of collection sites. 

T he Louis and Goldie Chesler Full Plate kosher food pant ry: 401-621-5374 

Funding/or The Loui.v and Goldie Chester Full Plate provided by the Jc.rivish 
Alliance of Rhode Island, the Che,ter f am1{11 and prfrate donations. Tl,e Louis 
and Goldie C!,ester Full Piute is a program of Age Well RI. a collahoration 
of the Jewi.vh Seniors Agem.')' of Rhode Island, Jewish Family Service and 1he 
Jewish Community Center. 

SENIORS 
A FINANCIAL P LANNER'S PERSPECTIVE 

Managing long-term care 
for loved ones 

It 's a full-time job for an aide to live to assist you while care for a loved one is a full-time job. 
your children are at work? Not only do aides need to be hired, 

BY PERI ANN APTAKER Client: Why do I need live-in they need to be managed. Finding 
help if I am living with my children? good help is not easy. In addition, 

S,pecial to 1he Voice & Herald 
Here is where the conversation as your needs increase, the demands 

PROVIDENCE - The following with my clients gets a little diffi- on aides increase. Who will be 
is an excerpt from a client conversa- responsible for · coordinating their 
tion that happens frequently in my schedules? Who will do the hiring, 
office: "1 am blessed. and when needed, firing? Hiring an 

Me: Have you given any consid- agency does not solve these prob-
eration to your long-term needs? My children !ems- they still exist. 

Client: Yes, I have, and my chil- • Who will manage your money? 
dren tell me that they will take care have repeatedly . Who will take you to your doc-

of me. reminded me not tor's appointments? 
Me: Are your children working? • Who will manage your pre-
Client: Oh yes. I am so proud! to worry about the scriptions? 

My son-in-law is a surgeon, and • Who will get your food shop-
my daughter works full-time as an cost of long-term ping done if you are living on your 
attorney while raising three beauti- own? 
ful children! care. They have . Who will step in when you get 

Me: It sounds like your children 1 ty f t t the calls from the agency: "My staff 
love you very much and are success- p en O asse S O person called in sick; has a flat tire; 
ful on top of that. Mau l tov! take care of me." quit; will not drive in the snow ... ?" 

Client: Yes, I am very blessed. In • Who will take you to the bath-
fact, they have repeat- ~---....,...;============~~~-- room when you need 
edly reminded me not help? Most of my cli-
to worry about the ents have a great deal 
cost oflong-term care. of dignity and prefer 
They have plenty of that a trained profes-
assets to take care of sional deal with per-
me. sonal issues rather than 

Me: That sounds a family member. 
wonderful. H ave you Most articles that I 
discussed with your read concerning long-
children your desires term care focus on the 
as to where you would insurance. Long-term 
like to reside should care insurance is a great 
you need assistance? product, if you can 

Client: Well, my afford it and it makes 
kids have a spare bedroom, and cult. Most clients have theoretically sense; however, it does not consider 
ever since I lost my husband, I love considered that they will need long- any of the issues mentioned above. 
being near them and my grandchil- term care at some point in their Based on my experience with my 
dren. I can move in there. I have lives, but have not thought about clients, the issues outlined above 
also expressed to my children that I the actual logistics of managing and are far more important than how 
really do not want to go to a nursing receiving such care. Below is a list of the care is paid for. If you have not 
home. I have had too many friends items that individuals need to con- thought about these issues and dis-
in them, and I absolutely do not sider as they get older. cussed them with your family, then 
want to spend my final years in one. • Do your children have the time now is the time. It is much easier 

Me: Is there room in their house to assiSt you? Managing long-term on your caregivers when they know 

Providence, RI 02904 

401-331-6962 
www .jfsri. org 
info@jfsri.org 

Certified Nursing 
Assistants 

• Personal Care 
• Light Housekeeping 
• Meal Prep 
• Medication 
reminders 

• Errands 
• Limited 

• • • • • 

A non-sectarian program of Jewish Family Service. a partner 
agency of Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode Island 

wwwjvhri.org 

exactly what it is you want and what 
is most important to you. 

Peri Ann Aptaker, a lawyer, certified 
public accountant and certifted finan
cial planner, is a managing director 
of KLR Wealth Management, LLC. 
Contact her at 274-2001, ext. 1333 or 
paptaker@KLRwealth.com . 

1his is one of an occasional series 
of articles or columm contributed by 
an advertiser in 1he Jewish Voice & 
Herald. 

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK 

WWW.FACEBOOK. 

COM/JVHRI 

~ Finduson 
._. Facebook 
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MARIA GORMLY /Visiting Angels 

Visiting Angels 
treats your family like its own 

Homecare business 
focuses on personal 

attention 
BY T ORI HITCHI NER 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

AJOVE OF helping 
amilies is what drives 

this home care business. 
aring for an elderly or 

infirm family member can take up 
a lot of time and energy. Visiting 
Angels, a home care company, can 
assist with this, offering services 
for individuals who are at home, in 
a nursing home or assisted living 
facility. 

BUSINE.SS PROFILE 

The company was established 
in 1998 and now has a network of 
Visiting Angels home care agen
cies around the country; the East 
Providence franchise, one of two in 
Rhode Island, serves northeastern 
Rhode Island, including Providence 
and Bristol counties. 

Maria Gormly, who handles 
marketing and client visits; Donna 
Clark, director of clinical services; 
and Mary Leonard, in charge of 
payroll and accounting; established 
the East Providence franchise in 
2009. "We liked the message [Visit
ing Angels] had - very caring and 
down to earth," Gormly said. 

Each employee is screened and 
carefully selected. Screening and 
selection focuses not only on their 
ability to perform the tasks required 
of them, but on their personali
ties, as well. "When we're looking 
at a caregiver we employ ... we want 
to see the type of person they are," 
Gormly said. This helps to ensure 
that when a caregiver is matched 
with a client they will both feel 
comfortable. "It's hard to welcome a 
stranger into your home, so we want 
them to be compatible;' she said. 

The extensive time spent match
ing staff members with clients has 
had positive results. One woman 
permanently hired two of Visiting 

Angels' home care providers after 
a very positive temporary stay. A 
woman who was going on vaca
tion had called the company to 
help her mother with her medica
tion while she was away. When the 
woman returned from vacation and 
resumed helping her mother, she 
learned that her mother missed the 
two caregivers, which led to their 
permanent hire. 

What kinds of services does the 
company offer? Visiting Angels' 
caregivers might help with laundry, 
personal hygiene, cooking, grocery 
shopping, pet care, house cleaning 
and nearly anything else the client 
may need. These tasks are done on 
the client's schedule, which provides 
a level of control and comfort that 
individuals in an assisted living situ
ation may feel they are missing. 

Visiting Angels is a non-medical 
home care practice, but the com
pany does employ certified nursing 
assistants (CNAs) to perform the 
more hands-on tasks. It received 
its Rhode Island Department of 
Health licensing in February 2010. 

The company's goal is to keep 
seniors engaged, mentally and 
physically. "They give so much to 

society, we want to give something 
back," Gormly said. Visiting Angels 
hopes to aid families who may feel 
overwhelmed caring for elderly rela
tives who need extra attention and 
assistance. The company's home 
care providers may also be able to 
identify potential health concerns 
that can be brought to the family's 
attention. 

Visiting Angels seeks out volun
teer opportunities, and has offered 
their services to nursing homes and 
participated in Alzheimer disease 
screenings. 

Gormly takes pride in the quality 
of her staff. "You really have to have 
it in your heart to work in a job like 
this." 

For information, contact Visiting 
Angels, 1017 Watennan Ave., East 
Providence, RI 02914, 1-800-365-
4189 or www.visitingangels.com. 

Tori H itchiner, a senior at the Uni
versity nf Rhode Island, is an intern 
with The Jewish Voice & Herald. Con
tact her at tori.hitchiner@gmail.com. 

1his is one of an occasional series of 
stories about The Jewish Voice & Her
ald's advertisers. 

Senior Homecare By A.ngels 
Select Your Caregiver! 

We know it isn't easy to invite someone 
into your home to provide homecare for 
a loved one. At Visiting Angels,, you'll 
interview and select any caregiver we 
refer to you. 

Character Matters 
With Our Caregivers! 

Up to 24 hour care. Hygiene assistance, 
meal preparation, light housekeeping, 
rewarding companionship, family 
respi te care, weekends, holidays. 

1401) 210-4664 
Serving All Rhode Island Vu1hMA.Angels~ 

www.V1s1t1ngAngels.com/RI -··o ~ 

wwwjvhri.org 
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From left, Irving Vederman, Carlos Spinola, Lois Torman, Ethan 
Adler, Phil Greenberg, Estelle Klemer, Marilyn Smith 

and Myer Grossman. 

(HAVER volunteers 
brighten elders' lives 

ON MARCH 7, mem
bers of Jewish Seniors 
Agency of Rhode 

Island's CHAVER volunteer 
group learned about legal issues 
facing elders from Rhode Island 
Center for Law and Public 
Policy representatives. The 
volunteers also shared stories 
about the seniors they visit and 
the benefits these connections 
offer to the volunteers and those 
visited. 

CHA VER volunteers visit 

people in nursing homes, assisted 
living facilities and those who 
are homebound. 

If you want to become a 
CHAVER volunteer or need more 
information, contact Ethan Adler 
at 621-5374 or eadler3@cox.net. 

The Jewish Seniors Agency 
(wwwjsari.org) is a partner 
agency of the Jewish Alliance of 
Greater Rhode Island. 

• Fall River Jewish Home 
Nursing & Rehabilitation Center 

15 MINUTES FROM PROVIDENCE 

KOSHER MEALS· PRIVATE ROOMS 
SHORT REHABILITATION• LONG TERM CARE 

MEDICARE, MEDICAID & OTHER INSURANCE ACCEPTED 
FacillityTours: 508-679-6172 

508 Robeson Street• Fall River, MA 02720 

Visit us on line at: www.fallriverJew1shhome.org 

""rrying to care far aging parents 
shouldn't age their adult children 
as well" 
I'm Jenny Miller. I've devoted 
my life and career to assisting 
seniors and people with 
disabilities. My goal is to help 
them maintain their well-being, 
independence and dignity. If you 
or your family aren't sure where 
to turn, how to gather information 
or who can help- then get in 
touch with me today. 
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Alcohol abuse statistics are sobering Open-heart surgery to cease 

at The Miriam Hospital 
Boredom is one key 
reason for overuse 

BY VOICE & HERALD STAFF 

voiceherald@jFRI.org 

PROVIDENCE - Dr. Alan 
Gordon, the chief of drug and 
alcohol treatment services at 
Butler Hospital, spoke to a group 
of social workers at The Miriam 
Hospital on Friday, March 4, 
about addiction in the elderly. 

His presentation was one of 
several sessions in the daylong 
event co-sponsored by Jewish 
Family Service and The Miriam 
Hospital. 

Last year, 55 elderly patients 
(65 years or older) with a pri
mary diagnosis of alcohol abuse 
or dependence were admitted to 
Butler. That number, Gordon 
said, is the tip of the iceberg. 
"What the primary care physi
cian does is much more important 
[than our work at Butler) ... they 
don't screen and don't ask [about 
alcohol abuse), but they should ." 

Reluctant to participate in 
"seniors sobriety groups," But
ler's elderly alcohol-dependent 
outpatients instead attend a 
weekly "Young at Hearts Sobriety 
Group." 

Thirteen percent of elderly 
men and eight percent of elderly 
women misuse alcohol, said 
Gordon. Misuse, according to 
the National Institute on Alcohol 
Abuse and Alcoholism, is four 
drinks a day or 14 drinks a week 

THE SECRETS 
TO OUR 
LONGEVITY ... 

DR. ALAN GORDON 
for men, and 3 drinks a day or 7 
drinks a week for women. 

The elderly consume far more 
licit drugs than any other age 
group, purchasing 36 percent of 
all prescription drugs and 70 per
cent of all over-the-counter drugs. 
Combine some drugs with alco
hol, said Gordon, and the effects 
can be dangerous. Given the vast 
number of pills the elderly con
sume, "taking a medication away 
can sometimes be more efficacious 
than ordering another medica
tion," said Gordon. 

Doctors' attitudes toward 
patients with drinking problems, 
he said, are consistently more neg
ative than the attitudes of social 
workers, clergy or even the police, 
he said, citing research by Brown 
University's Dr. David Lewis. 

to our ,... 
c:, 

Good old-fashioned compassionate caring 

-= ffl 
The continual pursu it of excel lence & innovat ion C 
Experienced, loyal staff in every department 

A committed, involved Board of Directors 

Generous supporters 

I I • I ,II I 1• ,I 
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Assisted Living Residence • Skilled Nursing Home • Rehabilitation Services 

75 East St , Providence • 272 5280 • www Tockwotton org 

Gordon identified several rea
sons elderly individuals drink too 
much: to self-medicate, to con
trol physical dependence, and to 
relieve boredom, insomnia and 
pain, both physical and emo
tional. 

"Reducing boredom is huge. 
People can't tolerate having noth
ing to do," he said. "If you're 
retired or laid off, your spouse dies 
or you lose your health, [you may 
be] numbing yourself. Killing 
time is a big reason for drugs and 
alcohol among the elderly." 

Identifying and treating elderly 
problem drinkers can be espe
cially difficult, as they may be 
isolated from other family mem
bers. If they decide to seek treat
ment, they may experience shame 
and humiliation and have trouble 
scheduling appointments. 

PROVIDENCE - The Rhode 
Island Department of Health 
has approved Lifespan's request 
to consolidate open-heart sur
gery services offered at both 
Rhode Island Hospital and at 
The Miriam Hospital to a single 
site at Rhode Island Hospital. 

"The number of open heart 
surgeries performed in the 
last decade has significantly 
declined," said Dr. Michael 
Fine, the department's interim 
director in a March 8 state
ment. "I believe this is a result 
of a successful, long-term col
laboration of public health and 
primary care. We also want to 
ensure that all Rhode Islanders, 
including those who are low 
income or uninsured, continue 
to have access to this life-saving 
service." 

Cardiologist Dr. Kenneth 
Korr, the director of the cardiac 
catheterization laboratory at The 

Miriam Hospital, told The Voice 
& Herald that he "was sorry to 
see cardiac surgery leave The 
Miriam. At the same time, I 
trunk the range of cardiac thera
pies has changed dramatically in 
the last 10 years or so." Ten years 
ago, Korr said, The Miriam and 
Rhode Island hospitals com
bined performed 1,750 [cardiac 
surgeries], and last year, they did 
about 700; about half of those 
were bypass operations. 

There is, he said, a perception 
in the community that because 
surgery is moving away from 
The Miriam, cardiology is also 
moving. "That's not the case; The 
Miriam Hospital will be a full
service cardiac center. We can 
do coronary intervention with
out onsite surgical backup," said 
Korr. "It would be a disservice to 
the patients" if thls change drove 
referral patterns away from The 
Miriam. 

With an aging population 
growing by leaps and bounds - by 
2030, 70 million elderly will call 
the U.S. home, compared to 37 
million today - alcohol and drug 
abuse in the elderly population is 
likely to gain more attention. 

As elderly approach end-of-life, 
said Gordon, "there's less motiva
tion to change and less to live for." 

For those who do want to 
change, one option includes living 
temporarily at Epoch Assisted 
Living and accessing Butler's 
addiction programs, senior sobri
ety groups and/or senior occupa
tional and vocational therapies. 

'Help Me, I'm Slipping' 
depicts impact of Alzheimer's 

Bv Vo1c E & HERALD STAFF 

voiceherald@jFRI.org 

PROVIDENCE - Phyllis Brown, 
a Laurelmead resident and a 
retired chemistry professor, wrote, 
"Help Me, I'm Slipping," a per
sonal account of her late husband's 
descent into Alzheimer's disease. 

Laure/mead residents Joy Wolff, Sheila Derman and Beverly Sugerman 
enjoy tennis at a local club with Executive Director Craig Evans. 

You win when you live at Laurelmead. 
Staying active can help you live a longer, healthier life. If 
you lived at Laurelmead, you could choose from swimming, 
individualized strength training, aerobics, tai chi and more 
for your exercise. It's like having a fitness center in your own 
homel With a variety of sizes and styles of apartment homes 
available, there has never been a better time to consider 
moving to Laurelmead. Laurelmead and you - that's a 
winning combination! 

Call us today to schedule your personal tour1 

'. : , .. .. ' ... .... ... . ,. 

Call Toll-Free: 1.866.921.8207 www. laurelmead.com 

wwwjvhri.org 

Told in a folksy and friendly 
manner, the book describes the 
courtshlp, marriage and family life 
of Bert and Phyllis Brown and how 
markedly their lives changed when 
Bert began experiencing signs of 
Alzheimer's. 

HELP ME! I'm Slipping 
PHYLLIS R. BROWN 

Upbeat yet honest, Phyllis 
describes the impact the disease 
had on Bert, her family and herself, 
as her husband's primary caregiver. 
They were married for 65 years. 

Rabbi Leslie Gutterman 
once said at a funeral (not Bert 
Brown's), "Every love story ends 
sadly," which, unless a couple dies 
together, is inevitable. Although 
the Browns' love story ended sadly, 
Phyllis was able to write about it 
with love and patient affection. 

At its conclusion, the book 
includes a list of general strategies 
and tips that she used with Bert, 
specific activities - both indoors 
and outside - that she and Bert 
enjoyed, and a selected bibliogra
phy of other books that might be 
helpful. 

For more information about the 
book, visit www.Xlibris.com. 
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PETS 

Brady had his 
15 minutes of fame ... 

almost 

Bv CARYL F11EEDMAN 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

TIU JUST NEVER 
now how any day is 
oing to turn out. In a 
all several months ago, 

a friend asked if Brady and I could 
be avai lable the following afternoon 
at a Providence nursing home. We 
were not only being asked to pro
vide pet-assisted therapy, but also 
to film a segment for a pilot show 
being pitched to Animal Planet. A 
friend of a friend of my friend's son 
from camp, a decade ago, is on the 
Boston production crew. Brady is 
not camera-shy, so he immediately 
leapt at the idea. H e grabbed his 
brush and, in an uncharacteristic 
low growl, demanded an immediate 
grooming to prepare his coat for the 
cameras. 

"Brady, show dog 
that he is, pranced 
_up to the bar and 
asked for a tlute 

of Chateau Lafitte 
Rothschi1d Paui11ac 

1996, chined 
to precisely 64 

~egrees." 

We knew that filming would take 
place late in the afternoon. As we 
were under the impression it would 
be at a local nursing home, we were 
prepared to leave upon receiving a 
phone calJ that it was "time." Brady, 
the credentialed therapy dog with 
his new Canine G ood Citizen cer
tificate in his portfolio, is experi
enced with older adults. H e was a 
perfect choice for the assignment. 

As so often turns out, the nurs
ing home idea was abandoned, and 
we were asked to be at a strip-malJ 
sports bar in Cranston by 4 p.m. 
Brady, dreaming of stardom, man
dated another thorough brushing 
with a natural bristle brush, a bowl 
of non-fizzy Perrier, some salmon 
snacks ($27.99 per pound!), and a 
spritz of mint breath spray. 

We arrived at the bar as 
instructed, and Brady was coiffed 
and wearing his official work uni
form - a pet therapy vest festooned 
with patches and identification 
certifying his professional status. 
This was a truly down-and-dirty 
sports bar with beer signs, darts, 
pool tables, a dozen televisions and 
Keno. Those of you who know me 
well will laugh at how naive about 
and unfamiliar I am with bars,,, 
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'Tails' from a pet therapy dog 
Barney's or Bloomingdale's is more 
like it. 

The premise was to shoot a 
video of dogs in incredible loca
tions doing extraordinary things. 
The filming that afternoon was 
just to set up shots for the opening 
of the show. Brady, show dog that 
he is, pranced up to the bar and 

/Caryl Freedman 

CARYL FREEDMAN 

asked for a flute of Chateau Lafitte 
Rothschild Pauillac 1996, chilled 
to precisely 64 degrees. But, it 
wasn't that kind of bar.,,. this one 
served 'Gansett or Bud Lite. He 
was appeased when I promised 
him a cup of doggie ice cream and 
a cookie from Little Rhody. 

The camera crew had some seri
ous equipment a11 set up and ready 
to go. The crew was very young 
and"very intense. The director fur
rowed his brow and prepared the 
shot. Brady was checking his teeth 
in the mirror, for the 100th time. 
The bar patrons, totalJy oblivious, 

kept drinking. One of the pro
duction assistants sweetly asked 
if Brady could sit on a barstool. 
Ahhhh . . _ no. H e is an 85-pound 
labradoodle, and between his 
back-end, tail and paws, the stool 
would not work. The crew brought 
over a table for him to stand on and 
that was perfect. Brady looked like 
he was hanging out at the bar with 

Business 2 Business 
Imagine reaching an audience at iJ quarter off the cost! 

Hey businesses, do you 
know another business, 
vendor or partner? If you 
refer them and they advertise in 

1'JEWISH VOICE & HERALD, you will 
receive 25% off your next ad! 

Contactlricia Stearly at 421-4111 ext.160 or tstearly@jfri.org 

New classified ads are not part of this promotion. 

wwwjvhri.org 

the guys on a Friday afternoon, 
ready to kick back with a few cold 
ones. Patrons at the bar were quite 
impressed that Brady was named 
after "that" Brady. In fact, I'm not 
sure if some of the patrons realized 
they were talking to a dog. 

The camera crew started film
ing. __ my instructions were to hug 
him and look into the camera. 

But because I am too short, I was 
replaced with the show's affable 
star-host and director. Brady sat 
and smiled.,. perfectly. H e was 
actualJy fixated on the expensive 
salmon treats in my hand. Take 
10, pose two. The show's star-host 
and director were to hoist beers on 
either side of Brady (the precocious 
labradoodle lapped at the froth in 
one, but was not impressed), while 
the bar patrons hoisted theirs and 
a11 shouted "cheers" to the count of 
three. 

And that was it, over in a flash. 
Will this end up somewhere on 
the cutting-room floor? Although 
there is no guarantee that Brady's 
three seconds of footage will 
be used or that the pilot will be 
bought, Brady has caught the 
acting bug. Brady wants to hire an 
agent, start reading scripts and line 
up a few gigs between his stints as 
a therapy dog. He scoffed at the 
idea of modeling. 

Oh, he did get his cup of doggie 
ice cream with a cookie. 

Six months after his acting 
debut, Brady continues to volun
teer in obscurity as a pet therapy 
dog. Fame and fortune continue to 
elude him. 

Caryl Freedman, a Warwick 
resident, volunteers with Brady at 
nursing homes. Freedman is a board 
member far the Windwalker Humane 
Coalition far Professional Pet Assisted 
Therapy and Bradley is a credentialed 
therapy dog. Contact Freedman (and 
Brady) at pawsfaurahug@gmail.com. 

What Would Jeff Do? 
Real World Dog Training Seminar With 
Award-Winning, Nationally Known Dog 

Trainer & Radio Host Jeff Gellman LIVE!! 

In just two life changing hours, YOU will le.un 
how to better communicate, I~ve a happier, more 

pe.1ceful life, .1 nd awaken the true spirit of your dog! 

Providence Westin Hotel • 5-7 pm 
Folio\\ ed 1,y Free c.,tered reception and Q & A with leff 

rickets ,,re only S16.50 ., piece 
For more inform.1tion or to buy tickets c.111 401-~27-h.V=i-t 

or ,i,it www.SolidK9Training.com 

We're read cover to cover! 
1heJ.EW1SH V01a&Hawn 
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A partnership that might go to the dogs! 

]-Space and RISPCA 
bring Jewish values to 

after-school care 
Bv BRIAN SULLIVAN 

bsul/ivan@jjri.org 

PROVIDENCE - "Everyone 
meet 'Pepsi'!" That's how Laure
lin Sitterly, Rhode Island Society 
for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals' (RISPCA) humane edu
cator, introduced Pepsi, the ferret, 
to the children in the ]-Space 
after-school program at the Jewish 
Alliance of Greater Rhode Island. 

"Adoptions must 
be informed 

decisions, based on 
responsibility." 

Once a week, as part of the 
J-Space after school program , 
RISPCA visits children, age 5-12. 
The partnership started last Sep
tember as a way to " incorporate 
community service and Jewish 
values like tikkun olam, repairing 
the world, into the after school 
program," said Shannon Boucher, 
director of children's program
ming. 

Sitterly introduces each animal 
with a lesson. Pepsi, part of the 

CHILDREN IN THE J-SPACE AFTER-SCHOOL PROGRAM feed treats to a ferret, as part of 
a partnership with RISPCA. 

mustelid family, is domesticated, 
but was once used to hunt rabbits. 
Some may think that the ferret is 
an unusual animal to show chil
dren, but "Laurelin has brought 
in dogs, cats, birds, guinea pigs, 
sugar gliders, two corn snakes 
and a python," said 8-year-old 

Max Schwartz. When asked if 
the snakes made him nervous or 
scared, he said, "No way! I don't 
get scared - I love reptiles!" 

"Sitterly is great with the kids," 
said Boucher. "She presents sensi
tive information to the children in 
a way that is both appropriate and 

honest." 
After Pepsi visited, two sisters 

who attend ] -Space decided to 
adopt the ferret. 

"When I bring in a rescued 
animal, I explain that the animal 
was saved from a home that wasn't 
treating him right," said Sitterly. 

"It's our job to make the animals 
better and find a loving home for 
them." Only a small percentage 
of the animals at RISPCA come 
from cruelty cases. "The economy 
has had a huge impact on us. It's 
increased the number of animals 
in our shelter and decreased the 
amount of adoptions," she said. 

We've paved the way for the 
RISPCA to become involved 
with the Jewish community," said 
Boucher. Since introducing the 
RISPCA to ] -Space, their part
nership has included work with the 
pre-school, vacation and summer 
camps, seniors and appearances 
at community events. "The only 
downside is that I want to adopt 
every animal that comes in," said 
Boucher. "I've already adopted 
two cats through RISPCA, and 
we've adopted a gecko for ] -Space." 
Several families and counselors 
have also adopted ani mals that 
were ] -Space visitors. 

Sittlery emphasizes that adop
tions must be informed decisions, 
based on responsibility, rather 
than guilt or compassion. "The 
[children] always ask about previ
ous animals- [and] want to know 
if they're doing well and if they've 
been adopted." 

]-Space is an after school care pro
gram ofthej ewishAl/iance of Greater 
R hode Island. For more informa
tion, contact Shannon Boucher at 
861-8800, ext. 147 or sboucher@ 
jccri.org. 

Pet adoption can save lives, warm hearts 
Bv TORI HITCHINER 

Special to 7he Voice & H erald 

PROVIDENCE - For one couple, 
unconditional love comes in a blue 
collar. Providence residents Katie 
and Matt Zimmerman stand out
side their home while their newest 
family member bounds around 
the confines of their yard. H ilo, 
named for a town in Hawaii where 
the Zimmerrnans spent their hon
eymoon, is a one-year-old terrier 
mix, with energy to spare. "She has 
G reyhound legs. She can outrun any 
of the other dogs at the dog park," 
said Katie. 

Hilo's humble beginnings are 
unknown. She was found wander
ing the streets of Providence by the 
Providence Animal Control, and 
brought back to the facility to see if 
she was adoptable. 

The Zimmermans felt their 
family needed something more, and 
their search brought them to the 
Providence Animal Control. "The 
people there are very caring, and it's 
a beautiful facility," Katie explained. 
While it is not considered a no-kill 
shelter, the Providence Animal 
Control does provide the dogs in its 
care with heated concrete floors, and 
room to run around. 

As the young couple walked past 
kennels and looked at several of the 
adoptable dogs, one in particular 
caught their attention. "She was 
friendly, but not barking," Matt 

said. The Zimmermans said she 
was dancing around her kennel, 
"performing" for them in order to 
show off what a great companion 
she would be. 

The search for a dog, or any other 
pet, can be a long one. Potential 
owners must realize what they want 
in a pet, and be reasonable about 
their own limitations. Certain dogs, 
like herding breeds, require a lot of 
exercise and may not fare well in an 
apartment or with someone who 
has an inactive lifestyle. It is best -
and fairer to everyone - to do the 
research to identify what kinds of 
pets are most suited to your lifestyle. 

Adopting a pet is often less 
expensive than buying a purebred, 
and could save you the trouble of 
housebreaking a young puppy or 
kitten. Sometimes older animals are 
already spayed or neutered, a neces
sary operation that can be costly. 

Raised with Labradors her entire 
life, Katie wanted to do something 
different by adopting an unwanted 
dog. "One less lone dog out there 
that doesn't have a family," Katie 
says. Two months after their initial 
meeting, Hilo finally came home 
with the Zirnmermans. "You feel 
good. It's hard to imagine why no 
one would want her," Matt says. 

Tori Hitchiner, a senior at the URI, 
is an intern with 7he Jewish Voice & 
Herald. Contact her at tori.hitchiner@ 
gmail.com. /Tori Hitchlner 

MATT AND KATIE ZIMMERMAN, with their dog, Hilo. 

wwwjvhri.org 

Adoption tips 
from the ASPCA: 

• Before you adopt a pet, talk 
to family members about what 
they want. 

• If you're getting a pet for 
your children, don't expect 
them to do all the work. 

• Make sure your family is 
ready for the changes a new pet 
will bring. 

• Do some research to learn 
which breed matches your fam
ily's lifestyle. 

• Confirm whether anyone in 
your family suffers from aller
gies. 

• Teach your family and kids 
about pet parenting before you 
adopt. 

• Know that some animals 
and young children may not 
play well together. 

• Make sure a pet suits your 
home. 

• Stock up on supplies, food 
and toys before you bring a pet 
home. 

• Create a schedule to share 
responsibility for caring for your 
pet. 

Infom,ation on adoption tips 
comes from www.aspca.org. 
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GIVING voice to family stories 
From Page 1 she said, because she knew the r;::============:;-;:=====-;;;;::~====:::;i 

weekend of United Brothers Con
gregation on Friday, April 8, and 
Saturday, April 9. 

A joyful reunion Shabbat ser
vice and oneg will kickoff the fes
tivities at 8 p.m. on April 8. Scott 
Tepper will lead the service and 
Dr. Michael Sheff, the president 
of the congregation, will intro
duce the evening's special guests. 
As United Brothers has always 
enjoyed cordial relations with its 
neighboring churches, the clergy 
and congregants have been invited 
to attend the evening's festivities. 
Debra Demar Krohn, a past presi
dent of the congregation, will be 
the evening's keynote speaker. 

At 10 a.m. on Saturday, April 
9, the congregation will host an 
open house and coffee hour in the 
synagogue. Descendants of the 
founders will share their family 
memories and photos for all to 
enjoy. Following that, Bristol 
H arbor Inn will be the site of the 
luncheon. Richard Licht, the chair 
of the Jewish Alliance of Greater 
Rhode Island, will be the lun
cheon speaker. 

About the plans for the 
weekend, Beth Rabi n, the chair 
of the arrangements committee, 
said, "It all came together at a 
board meeting." Although she 
is one of the newer members, 
she accepted the chairmanship, 

rest of the board would offer 
strong support. Other committee 
members include Amy Hirsch, 
Arlene Landesberg, Herbert 
Sackett and Ronnee Wasserman. 
Collectively, they agreed to focus 
the celebration on acknowledging 
the founders and locating as many 
of their descendants as possible. 
The Saturday morning event was 
created to give voice to their family 

"The Jews of 
Bristol cling to the 
synagogue. Here 
they worship .... 
celebrate ... meet 

their fellow Jews." 

stories. 
With help from the arrange

ments committee members, Joan 
Glickman and Leah Cook sought 
- and found - descendants of the 
founders by using social contacts 
and the Internet. They were able 
to contact members of seven of 
the original 11 families - some 60 
to 70 people in all - who are now 
scattered throughout the United 

/Nancy Kirsch 

MARVIN AND JOAN GLICKMAN in front of 
the stained glass windows they donated to the synagogue. 

/Courtesy of United Brothers Synagogue 

SCOTT TEPPER 

/Courtesy of United Brothers Synagogue 

EMMA WULFSOHN BENJAMIN AND JOSEPH "JOSSEL" MENDEL 
BENJAMIN, were among the original founders of United Brothers 

From left, DR. MICHAEL SHEFF, RONNEE WASSERMAN, ARLENE LANDESBERG and STEVEN KROHN 
review materials for the synagogue's upcoming celebration. 

States. Representatives from four 
families hope to participate in the 
celebration. 

Although the physical infra
structure of the building hasn't 
changed much, other aspects have. 
Originally Orthodox, the syna
gogue was affiliated at one time 
with the Conservative movement 
and later became unaffiliated. 
Now, says Sheff, "We are unaffili
ated, semi-Reconstructionist. We 
use the Reconstructionist prayer 
book because it allows for the 
greatest participation." 

The founders had a minyan and 
Shabbat services. Now, services 
are held on the first Friday evening 
in the month and are followed by 
an oneg Shabbat, a very important 
part of the evening. 

Currently, the synagogue's 
membership of 50 families - com
prising between 70 and 80 people 
- comes from a variety of back
grounds and throughout Rhode 
Island and southeastern Massa
chusetts. A synagogue newslet
ter, edited by Miriam Rosenberg, 
keeps the membership informed 
of events and programs. Tepper, 

wwwjvhri.org 

the synagogue's full-time religious 
leader conducts services on the 
first Friday of each month and on 
the High H oly Days. 

Steven Krohn, a past presi
dent, was asked why he affiliated 
with United Brothers Synagogue. 
A newcomer to Rhode Island 
in 1991, he and his wife tried a 
number of synagogues before they 
happened upon United Brothers 
Synagogue. "After the first service, 
we knew we had found our place. 
Everyone was so friendly. It was 
small and comfortable, and we 
became active and never left. It is a 
unique place in Rhode Island." 

Ronnee Wasserman, who did 
not grow up with a strong reli
gious background, had only inter
mittently attended H igh H oly 
Day services. She had reluctantly 
attended one such service at 
United Brothers and realized that 
it "warmed my heart." She's been a 
regular presence at the synagogue 
ever since. 

Fifty years ago, at the 60th 
anniversary of the founding of 
United Brothers Congregation, 
Beryl Segal (my father, of blessed 

memory) wrote in his column in 
the Jewish H erald: "The Jews of 
Bristol and the environs cling to 
the Synagogue. H ere they worship. 
Here they celebrate. Here they 
meet their fellow Jews, and here 
they come for spiritual [renewal]. 
And in so doing, they maintain a 
Synagogue that is as beautiful as it 
is warm and inspiring." 

Today, the members of United 
Brothers Synagogue invite the 
Jewish community to celebrate 
their "warm, inspiring and beauti
ful synagogue." Attend the week
end's simchas to learn more about 
the history of the Jews in Bristol. 

For more information about the 
weekend or to purchase tickets to 
the lunch (136 per person), contact 
ubsbristol@gmail.com or call 253-
3460. Reseroations are required, as 
seating is limited. 

Geraldine Foster is a past presi
dent of the Rhode Island Jewish His
torical Association. Contact her at 
velvel73@aol.com. 
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JEWISH response to crisis in Japan is underway 

From Page 1 

The Orthodox Union (OU), 
which sent out a message last 
Friday calling on supporters to 
donate to the organization's newly 
established earthquake emergency 
fund, sent out another urgent 
message two days later calling on 
donors to give money to the OU's 
victims of terrorism fund. 

As of late Monday, the totals 
collected by each fund were run
ning neck and neck, the OU's chief 
operating officer, David Frankel, 
toldJTA. 

"We have an obligation to care 
for our own," Frankel said, "but the 
enormity of the tragedy that hap
pened in Japan is so extraordinary 
that for the Jewish community not 
to have an outpouring of support 
would not only be a denial of one of 
our primary obligations to care for 
everyone in their time of need," he 
said, but also a missed opportunity 
to honor the memory of Chiune 
Sugihara. Sugihara was the Japa
nese consul general to Lithuania 
who, in 1940, helped save at least 
6,000 Lithuanian Jews from the 
hands of the Nazis by getting them 
transit visas to Japan. 

"The Japanese community 
helped us in our time of need; this 
is our way to help them in their 
time of need," Frankel said. "We 
can never repay the debt, but this 
is the right thing to do." 

By Tuesday, Israeli teams com
prised of rescue personnel, emer
gency medical officers and water 
pollution specialists had reached 
the suburbs of Tokyo, and they 
were in contact with aid workers 
in the northern part of the coun
try where the tsunami hit hard
est, according to Shachar Zahavi, 
chairman oflsraAid. 

Several American Jewish orga
nizations, including the Jewish 
federation in Chicago and the 
American Jewis_h Committee, are 
funneling money to IsraAid for 
disaster relief in Japan. 

In Tokyo, the Chabad center 
commissioned a bakery in Sendai, 
one of the cities battered by the 
tsunami, to bake bread for its resi
dents and surrounding areas. The 
center also trucked several tons 
of food and supplies to Sendai, 
Chabad officials said. The officials 
estimated that Chabad's relief in 
Japan is costing approximately 
$25,000 per day. 

In the United States, Jewish 
humanitarian organizations 
reported that the money was 
coming in fast for mailboxes set up 
to receive donations for Japanese 
disaster relief. 

"We are determined to provide 
emergency relief as quickly as pos
sible and to work with our partners 
to provide support over the longer 
term as well," said Fred Zim
merman, chairman of the Jewish 
Federations of North America's 
Emergency Committee. 

The American Jewish Joint 
Distribution Committee ODC), 
the main overseas partner for the 
Jewish Federations, said it had 

collected more than $400,000 by 
midday Tuesday. 

[Here in Rhode Island, Robbie 
Mann, chair of the Jewish People
hood subcommittee of the Jewish 
Alliance's Community Develop
ment Committee, has worked with 
JDC in the past. Confidentthat the 
JDC provides the best way to help 
quickly and with expertise, Mann 
told the Jewish Alliance of Greater 
Rhode Island staff, "JDC has an 
extremely strong track record with 
earthquake and tsumani relief, 
with accolades from governments, 
non-government relief organiza
tions (NGOs) and people they 
have helped in the recent past. 

"With Japan's government 
requesting that outside relief orga
nizations work with NG Os already 
in place, JDC is a perfect partner. 
I have already received emails 
that they are on the ground, have 
checked on the Jewish community 
there, and are already working in 
partnership with local agencies to 
meet the most urgent needs."] 

"The Japanese 
community he1ped 
us in our time of 

need." 

What makes the Japanese situa
tion a unique challenge for Jewish 
humanitarian organizations is the 
absence of relationships in a coun
try that traditionally has been an 
aid donor, not a recipient. 

Indeed, when the American 
Jewish World Service, which led 
the Jewish aid response to the 2004 
Asian tsunami, was asked what its 
aid effort would be for Japan, the 
answer was none, because AJWS 
only works in developing coun
tries and has no partners in Japan, 
spokesman Joshua Berkman told 
JTA. 

The JDC found itself in a similar 
situation. 

"We had no programs in Japan 
prior to the earthquake; we just 
worked with the local Jewish com
munity," said Will Recant, an 
assistant executive vice president 
at JDC. 

But almost immediately after 
the earthquake and tsunami hit, 
the JDC consulted with the Jewish 
community in Tokyo to identify 
local Japanese nongovernmen
tal organizations working in the 
affected areas. By Tuesday, JDC 
had begun funneling money to 
JEN, a Tokyo-based organiza
tion specializing in shelter recon
struction, support of the socially 
vulnerable and emergency supply 
distribution that had managed 
to send personnel to the ravaged 
Japanese prefectures of Miyagi and 
Fukushima. 

As with other disasters, Recant 
said JDC will stick around to 
help with long-term relief, budget 
allowing. Only money raised spe
cifically for Japan will be spent on 

/Atoander Tidd/ U.S. Navy 

AN AERIAL VIEW OF DEBRIS from the earthquake and subsequent tsunami 

disaster relief. There is no money 
in JDC's budget for additional 
nonsectarian, humanitarian work, 
Recant said. 

While Japan continues to reel 
from the triple disaster of an 
8.9-magnitude earthquake, a mas
sive tsunami and a subsequent 
nuclear crisis, experts in Israel 
are trying to figure out what les
sons from Japan can be applied to 
the Jewish state, which lies on two 
fault lines, the Carmel fault and 
the Dead Sea fault. 

Israel experiences tremors every 
so often, but the last time a ruin
ous earthquake struck the area was 
in 1927, when the West Bank city 
ofNablus suffered serious damage. 
An 1837 earthquake destroyed 
much of the northern Israeli cities 
of Safed and Tiberias and left 
thousands dead. 

Israeli building codes have been 
updated for better earthquake 

that struck northern Japan, March 11 . 

safety compliance, but regulations 
and enforcement still are said to 
lag behind places like California, 
which experiences larger and more 
frequent quakes. 

"There's still a lot that has to 
be done as far as building codes 
are concerned," said Professor 
Michael Lazar, a tectonics expert 
at the University of Haifa. "There's 
an attempt to encourage people 
to renovate older buildings and 
make them earthquake ready, but 
it really hasn't caught on." 

A scenario in which Israel 's 
nuclear facility at Dimona, in the 
Negev Desert, would face the kind 
of meltdown scenario situation 
Japan that is seeing now is much 
less likely, Lazar said, because 
Dirnona is far from the tectonic 
lines that cross Israel. 

"But/' he cautioned, "it's hard to 
tell how an earthquake would dis
perse." 

A JAPANESE WOMAN stands in the midst of devastation. 

wwwj vhri.org 

To donate to a Jewish earthquake 
relief jimd, visit the Jewish Federa
tions of North America at wwwjfaa. 
org. 

Prayer for those 
suffering in Japan 

bbi Shai Held, Mechon 
Hadar, composed this 

rayer in 2004 after the 
devastating tsunami in South 
Asia. 

Ruler of Creation, Master of 
the World 
Have mercy on all those who 
are suffering from the raging 
waters and the storming 
waves. 
Have compassion on Your 
creatures - Look, 0 Lord, and 
see their distress; 

Listen, God, and hear 
their cries. 
Strengthen the hands of those 
who would bring relief, com
fort the mourners, 

Heal, please, the 
wounded. 
Grant us wisdom and discern
ment to know our obligations; 
and open our hearts so that we 
may extend our hands to the 
devastated. 
Bless us so that we may walk 
in Your ways; 

"compassionate ones, 
children of compas

sionate ones." 
Grant us the will and the 
wisdom to prevent future 
disaster and death; 
Prevent plague from descend
ing upon Your earth, and fulfill 
Your words, 
"Never again shall there be 
another flood to destroy the 
earth." 
Amen. So may it be your will. 
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MORE people affected than one might think 
From Page 2 

to "speak openly about my dad 
and thoughts about his death in a 
nonjudgmental place with others 
who had gone through the same 
thing." She joined The Samaritans 
of Rhode Island board in January 
2011. 

Judaism also offered comfort. 
She remembers being touched by 
the support she and her family 
received from their synagogue 
rabbi and fellow congregants in 
Raleigh, N .C. "They were there 
every night [for the three nights 
of shiva] - it was wonderful," she 
said. "I had never experienced 
that before." 

Isenberg found solace in saying 
Kaddish for her father for an 
entire year. She recalled Rabbi 
Mark Bloom, then the rabbi at 
Torat Yisrael, taking her to the 
ark and opening it. He had told 
her, "Remember, you have this, 
no matter what. Judaism can be a 
comfort to you." 

Talking with close friends and 
in the support group about her 
loss, said Isenberg, helped her 
cope and offered her hope that 
someone else might not have to 
suffer · as she did. If someone is 
talking about suicide or is seri
ously depressed, the individual 
has to get help, she said. "It's not 
about tough love; you have to take 

-it seriously. 
"I focus on the positive parts of 

my dad; he was always there for 
me," she said. She likes to think 
about aspects of her dad that con
t/nue to live on in her. "He had 

• Suicide rates in the U.S. are 
highest in the spring. 

• In 2007, 34,600 people in the 

Suicide on the increase 

/ Karen lsen erg 

MICHAEL AND KAREN ISENBERG with their dog, Petals . 

this weird sense of humor - he'd 
talk in silly jargon to our dogs, 
and I do that too with my dog." 

Although she recognizes the 
stigma surrounding mental 
health issues, Isenberg urges 
people touched by suicide to talk 
about it. "More people than you 
think are affected by suicide." 

She and her husband, Michael 
Isenberg, are expecting their first 
child this summer. Their child, 
she said, will be named after her 
father in some way to honor him. 
"It won't be about the way he died, 
but honoring him as the great dad 
and the good and brilliant person 
that he was." 

B Y NA CY KIRSCH 

nkirsch@JFRI.org 

SUICIDE RATES are on 
the rise, said John Cha
rette, a licensed clini

cal social worker who runs a 
support group for survivors of 
suicide in Rhode Island. Citing 
bad economic conditions and 
a fragmented mental health 
system as factors contributing 
to the rising suicide rate, Cha
rette said that no one uses the 
word "cure" in a mental health 
situation. "Mental health 
[issue] is treated, it's not cured. 
It's a chronic condition, like 
diabetes, that needs long-term 
treatment and intervention. 

What advice would he offer a 
close friend or family member 
of someone threatening sui
cide? 

• As imperfect as it is, the 
mental health system needs 
to know, said Charette. Call 
the person's doctor and say, 
"I know that so-and-so is a 
patient of yours and you can't 
talk to me, but so-and-so is 
threatening suicide." 

• Listen to the individual 
threatening suicide. Don't say 
to him or her, "You shouldn't 
feel that way." People in emo
tional pain need to have their 
feelings validated, not dis
counted, said Charette. 

Suicide by the numbers 
U.S. died by suicide - twice as • Suicide is the 11th leading • There are an estimated 8 to 25 
many as those who die of HIV/ cause of death in the U.S.; homi- attempted suicides for every sui-
AIDS. cide, in contrast, is the 15th. cide completed. 

• Investigate whether the 
person making threats has a 
specific plan and time frame 
of action. Ask him or her, said 
Charette, "If you were to do 
it, what would you do? Get
ting that kind of information 
doesn't condone or encourage 
suicidal behavior. If the indi
vidual seems to have the means 
and wherewithal to proceed, 
then call 911. 

What advice for a family 
member who has lost a loved 
one to suicide? 

• Seek out support wherever 
you can. 

• Do what you can to take 
care of yourself; recognize 
that you'll encounter internal 
and external sources of stigma 
around this kind of death . It 's 
a huge hurdle to stop thinking, 
"If only I had done that" or 
"If I hadn't said this, then this 
wouldn't have happened ... ." 

• Realize that the ultimate 
responsibility lies with the 
person who ended his or her 
own life. 

For more information about 
The Samaritans, visit www. 
samaritansri.org or call 273-
4044 or 800-365-4044. For 
more information about the 
Family Survivor Support Group, 
email Charette at shipofhoperi@ 
hotmail.com. 

Source: SAVE, Suicide 
Awareness Voices of Education, 
www.save.org. 

Jewish groups lobby Congress to establish memorial to fallen Jewish chaplains 
Chaplains Hill 

includes memorials 
to Catholic and 

Protestant chaplains 
Bv ADAM KREDO 

WASHINGTON (Washington 
Jewish Week) - A campaign to 
memorialize 13 fallen Jewish 
military chaplains with a monu
ment in Arlington National 
Cemetery is back on track. 

"I think that this will cor
rect an injustice of history," said 
William Daroff, the Jewish Fed
erations of North America's vice 
president of public policy and 
head of its Washington office. 
"This is a fitting way to recog
nize these brave servicemen who 
gave their lives for our country 
and our people." 

In late January, a congressio
nal resolution was introduced 
endorsing the effort to honor the 
memory of the Jewish chaplains 
in the same way that fallen chap-

lains of other faiths have been 
honored at Arlington. The legis
lation - companion measures are 
pending in both houses of Con
gress - enjoys the firm backing of 
more than 30 Jewish groups that 
JFNA organized into a coalition. 

Arlington's overseers origi
nally had told organizers that to 
erect the monument, they needed 
only to raise sufficient funds 
($30,000) and secure approvals 
from each of the military's c.bief 
of chaplains. Acting on that, the 
organizers mounted a vigorous 
·fundraising effort early last year, 
and assumed that ground soon 
would be broken. However, they 
later learned that they had been 
misinformed. 

Patrick Hallinan, the cem
etery superintendent at Arling
ton, told the organizers that his 
predecessor, John Metzler Jr., 
failed to mention a law passed 
in the late 1980s that required 
congressional approval for new 
memorials. A major scandal at 
Arlington had cost Metzler his 
job. 

Plans called for the monument 
to stand in a section of Arling
ton known as Chaplains Hill, 
which now houses three monu
ments honoring 242 chaplains 

"Most folks don't 
know about 

Chaplains Hill and 
beyond that, the 
Jewish chaplains 

who died." 

of other faiths. The new monu
ment would honor eight Jewish 
chaplains who perished while on 
active duty during World War 
II, two who died during the 
Cold War and three who lost 
their lives during the Vietnam 
War and elsewhere in Southeast 
Asia . 

The congressional resolution 
that would clear the way for 

wwwJvhri.org 

construction of the memorial 
has been actively supported by a 
broad swath of the Jewish com
munity, including the American 
Jewish Committee, the Ortho
dox Union and the Jewish Coun
cil for Public Affairs. 

[Closer to home, Providence 
resident Jeff Padwa has taken up 
the cause, as well. Padwa told 
The Jewish Voice & Herald that 
he first learned of the inequitable 
situation from a gentile Provi
dence College graduate who 
thought the situation should be 
rectified and began a movement. 

Since then, Padwa has been in 
contact with all four members 
of Rhode Island 's congressional 
delegation about the issue - they 
have all agreed to support or co
sponsor the resolution, though 
more co-sponsors are needed. 

"After hearing the story, I 
think it is something that should 
be done." According to Padwa, 
money isn't an issue, as inter
ested volunteers have raised close 
to $60,000 and have designed 
the memorial.) 

Members of Congress, Daroff 
said, "are overwhelmingly sup
portive" of the resolution - once 
they find out that Jewish chap
lains who perished while on 
active duty have been excluded 
from Chaplains Hill. 

"Unfortunately, most folks 
don't know about Chaplains 
Hill and beyond that, the Jewish 
chaplains who died," said Daroff, 
who is optimistic about the reso
lution's chances. 

In a statement to the Wash
ington Jewish Week, Senator 
Benjamin Cardin (D-MD), who 
is Jewish, said it is critical "that 
Jewish chaplains who died while 
in active duty serving our nation 
be honored and remembered 
on Chaplains Hill along with 
the chaplains of other faiths." 

Want more information? Con
tact Jeff Padwa at jeffpadwa@ 
gmail.com or find out more on 
Facebook. Search far Arlington 
Jewish Chaplains Monument. 
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Business and Professional Directory 

ANTIQUES 

ANTIQUE 
ACQUISITIONS 

STU ALTMAN 
401-331-SOLD (7653) 

ESTATE ANTIQUES WANTED 
BUYING: 

ADVERTISING, BOOKS, CLOCKS, 
FOUNTAIN PENS, GLASS, LAMPS, LIGHTERS, 

MILITARY, PAINTINGS, PAPER, PHOTOS, POTTERY, 
RADIOS, SILVER, SPORTS, TOYS, WATCHES, ETC. 

ARCHITECT 

George 5. Burman, Architect 
N(IIRB Al!\ RI MA 

66 Highland Road 
Bristol, Rhode Island 02809 
Tel 401.245.9195 
www.burrnanarchitects.com 
burrnanarchitects@fullchannel.net 

AUTOMOBILE SERVICES 

R.I. Inspection Station 
Full Service Auto Repair 

D'Ambra'9 Sel'llice Stati.11n 
Bab D'Ambra 

!!ima/l!MII 

761 Hope St. 
Providence, RI 02906 

Phone 401-621-2348 
Fax: 401-831-6652 

BARIBAR MITZVAH!WEDDINGS 

PINES 
CONFERENCE 

CENTER 
University of Rhode Island 

W. Alton Jones Campus 
West Greenwich, RI 
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BARIBAR MITZVAHIWEDDINGS 

, .. ,t 

I 
Take the Oy Vey Out of 
Planning Your Big Day 

Capture your Simcha 
in a professional DVD from 

R.I. Video Pro 

CollDavidladin :: 401 -741 ·6387 :: rivideopro.com 

BUSINESS BROKERS 

';t Vested Business Brokers 
THE BUY-SELL PROFESSIONALS 

DAVID COHEN - New England Managing Director 

CONFIDENTIAL - NO FEE UNLESS SUCCESSFUL 
CALL TODAY FOR A FREE VALUATION 

www.vestedbb.com 
phone : 508-863-9768 

COINS 

dcohen@vestedbb.com 
fax: 401-293-0029 

WE BUY COINS & JEWELRY 
• GOLD COINS WE BUY & SELL RARECOINS, ~------.I : ~::~i~s BULLION &GOLD JEWELRY 
• STAMPS 
• GOLD JEWELRY & wArCHES BEST 

•~ 'i · ANTIQUES, STERLING SILVER 

NOW AVAILABLE 
Eagle Silver Dollars, 
Gold(oin,&Estate 
Jewelry and Silver, 
ProofSets,Coin& 
Stamp Albums 

·COINS&BARS PRICES 
• USAND FOREIGN 
• PCGS-NGC authorized 

PODPI COIN IXCHANGL INC. 
Serving banks, attorneys, estates 
and lhe public for over 40 years. 

769 Hope St., Providence 401-861-7640 SAME LOCATION SINCE 1969 • LC 8041 

COMPUTER REPAIR & SERVICE 

troublashootcrs ,.., ~~:~~-~~t:1~i~~~!~:E 
Network Video Surveillance 

Virus/Spyware Removal 
Macintosh Repair 

On-Site Service • Remote Support 

• Call Eric Shorr 331-0196 = ~ Toll Free 800-782-3988 

SON/CWAL[). ~ 

' ' " . : . 

CPA 

iQ Larry B . Parness 
"" Thinking outside the box 

Full service accounting firm providing 
business individual 

consulting 
Tax Preparation 

401-454-0900 • parnessl~ai1x ne tcom com 
128 Dorrance St • Su ite 520 • Providence RI 02903 

You've known me for your taxes 
Now see me for the rest of your fi nancial story 

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

The Largest Bath 
Showroom in Rhode Island 

Style at V Discounted Prices® 

Fall River, MA 
1-508-675-7433 

Plainville, MA 
1-508-843-1300 

I FREEWAY DRIVE 
CRANSTON , RI 
401-467-0200 
800-838-1119 

Hyannis, MA -'1,1-~ o""' 
1-508-775-4115 u,tJ · fAUCE11 · • ~ 

bathsplashshowroom.com ~ O/!{f/f 9/:/ 

-~ . ~--~ Cornerstone ~• 
- Restoration, Inc -

Mason Contractor 
Chimney repair, stairs, walkways, 

waterproofing patios, c_ement work, 
pressure washing. 

New construction & repair work. 
Quality Workmanship/Insured 

3 Palisade Lane 
Barrington, RI 02806 

Bradford M. Doyle 
Office: 401-247-9070 
RI License# 18262 cornerstonerestoration@cox.net 

Have you met Tom Lopatosky? 
Find out what makes him different! 

Call for a FREE est1mate1 
866.86.LOPCO (55726) or 401 270 2664 

or text LOPCO to 90210 

~ 
'"Professional, Personable. Partkvlar Painters ,. 

LopcoContracting.com 
RI REG #11ll1 • MA HIC #1 4S887 

FOR BUSINESS DIRECTORY WEB AND DISPLAY ADVERTISING CONTACT: 

TRICIA STEARLV: 401-421-4111, ext. 160 · tstearly@jfri.org 
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BUSINESS 
Advertisers: 

Our readers count! 

W HEN YOU ADVERTISE with The Jewish Voice 
& Herald, you reach many affluent readers who 
have disposable income to spend on your business! 

A 2010 Reader Survey (conducted by the Jewish Federation 
of Rhode Island) shows that 50 percent of them have annual 
household incomes of$90,000 or more. 

Don't wait another moment - contact Tricia Stearly, 
advertising representative, 
at 421-4111, ext. 160, 
441-1865 or 
tstearly@JFRI.org. 
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Voice & Herald CLASSIFIEDS 
CONDO FOR 

SALE 
Beautiful 2 BR 2 BA condo in 
a very active 55+ resort style 
community in Boynton Beach, 
FL. 
This fabulous location with 

a view of a large lake, Florida 
room, new kitchen, ceramic tile 
flooring and many extras only 
$78,000! 
Move right in fully furnished, 

popular spot for New 
Englanders. 
Call 1-561-736-6313 or email 

mfhorov@bellsouth.net. 

10,000 
MASSAGES 
SINCE 1993 

You're in good hands. 
"Best of Boston" massage 
therapist, Cathryn Moskow, 
now practicing on East Side, 
Providence. Blend of Deep 
Tissue, Biodynamics and 
Swedish to relieve and rehab 
chronic pain, new conditions 
and just plain relax. For 
appointment, call 401-808-0837. 

TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD 
Contact Tricia Stearly: 
tstearly@JFRl.org or 

421-4111,ext. 160 

ADVERTISING 
SALESPERSON 

WANTED! 
DO YOU LIKE BEING OUT AND 
ABOUT, not stuck in an office, 
and meeting new people? Do 
you have marketing or sales 
experience? Do you value The 
Jewish Voice & Herald? If so, we 
might want to talk with you! 
The Voice & Herald wants 

to hire a second, part-time 
commission-only salesperson to 
sell ads for our award-winning, 
kudos-earning biweekly 
paper. Experienced sales 
person desired; very generous 
commission rate offered. 
Salesperson has opportunity to 

earn generous income. Serious 
inquiries only! Contact Nancy 
Kirsch, executive editor, at 421-
4111, ext. 168 or nkirsch@JFRI. 
erg. 
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Brier & Brier 
Personal Service ... Insurance Professionals 

245 Waterman Street, #505 I Providence, RI 02906 
401•751·2990 I JGBrier@aol.com 

www.brier•brier.com 

SALON SERVICES 

First time customers 
Receive a 20% discount 

with this ad. 

Not to be combined wdh other promotions 

888 Smith Street, Providence• 401-331-4888 ------------------- .................................................................... . 
The Guide will be mailed t~:.,, . ...,.,~,._ _}~ 
to every known Jewish 
household in Rhode 
Island and Southeastern 
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September 30,2011 issue of H"'"""'~ "."'.'""St':: ioo 

The Jewish Voice & Herald, incta ta11J 

publisher of this informative 401-421·4111 exl 160 . 
handbook. tstearly@JFRl.org 
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OPTICAL SHOP 

Spino's Eyeglass Gallery 
LUCIEN M. SPINO, Registered Optician 

145 Wayland Avenue 
Providence, RI 02906 

Phone: 831-7353 

Hours: Mon - Fri : 9·6, Sat: 9-2 
Email: Spinos.eyeglass.gallery@gmail.com 

Prescriptions filled ... Designer eyewear ... Sunglasses 

Established in 1979 

Better Than a Billboard 

SERVICES FoR SENIORS 

It 's a M1tzvah to 

RENT-A-MENSCH 
Specializing In Service for Seniors 
to keq) you safe and secure in your homt.. 

• Property Maintenance and Management 
• Safety Inspections and Upgrades to: 

•minimize fall nsks 
•maximize: conven1e:nce:, efficiency 

Wayne Rosenberg 
Tel, 401-273-4642 • Mobile. 617-033-6062 
www.rentamensch.us RI . Reg, #2969◄ 

FOR LESS THAN $26 PER ISSUE, YOUR BUSINESS CARD CAN BE HERE! 

The JEWISH Vo1CE & HERArn 
Call or e-mail today! 

• Tricia Stearly • 401-421-4111, ext 160- email: tstearly@jfri.org 
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Congressional hearings on Muslim radicalization 

Is there room 
for nuance? 

Bv R oN KAM PEAS 

WASHINGTON OTA) - Are 
the congressional hearings on rad
icalization among American Mus
lims an instance of McCarthyism, 
or is the opposition to them politi
cal correctness run amok? 

Jewish groups may disagree on 
why, but there appears to be wide 
consensus that the congressional 
hearings led by Rep. Peter King 
(R-N.Y.), the U.S. H ouse of Rep
resentatives Homeland Security 
Committee chairman, are off on 
the wrong foot . 

The differences are over whether 
hearings, which began March 10, 
are needed at all - and if they are, 
what they should add ress . 

The Anti-Defamation League 
(ADL) and the American Jewish 
Committee (AJC) agree that 
examining Muslim extremism is 
a proper issue for Congress, and 
AJC went a step further by saying 
that lawmakers should not bend to 
political pressures. 

Yehudit Barsky, director of the 
AJC's division on the Middle 
East and international terrorism, 
submitted written testimony to 
the hearings, which officially are 
called "The Extent of Radical
ization in the American Muslim 
Community and That Commu
nity's Response." 

In her testimony, Barsky said 
it was "essential that we all tread 
carefully so as to avoid rhetoric 
that smacks of stereotyping mem
bers of a particular faith and simi
larly avoid actions that amount 
to discrimination against, much 
less persecution of, members of a 
faith group based on their iden
tity or beliefs, as opposed to their 
actions." 

In a statement, the ADL echoed 
that sentiment. 

"H omegrown Muslim extrem
ists pose a real threat to the United 
States, but the issue is one that may 
be difficult to explore seriously in 
a hearing that has engendered an 
unfortunate atmosphere of blame 
and suspicion of the broader 
American Muslim community," 
the ADL said. "W e need to be 
careful not to single out an entire 
community for special scrutiny or 
suspicion." 

The Reform movement called 
on congressional Democrats to 
expand the hearings to encompass 
all forms of terrorism. 

The National Jewish Demo
cratic Council and J Street said the 
hearings are indelibly tainted. 

Critics of the hearings say King 
seeks to smear American Mus
lims. They note that in the lead-up 
to the hearings, King said there 
are "too many mosques" in Amer
ica. King also has suggested that 
Muslim leaders do not cooperate 
with authorities and that the vast 
majority of clerics are radicalized. 

/longislandwins via Creative Commons 

Steve Emerson, who heads the 
Investigative Project on Terrorism, 
a research organization that has 
consulted with a number of pro
Israel groups, said the concerns 
were overblown. 

"Those involved in terrorism are 
a tiny sliver of the overall Muslim 
American population," he wrote 
in a New York Daily News op-ed. 
"But one ought to be able to focus 
on a very real problem - home
grown terrorism fueled by Muslim 
extremism -without being accused 
of painting the entire U.S. Muslim 
population with a broad brush." 

Rep. Shelley Berkley (D-Nev.), 
perhaps the most passionately pro
Israel lawmaker in Congress, said 
in a statement that King's tone 
mitigated agai nst a sober assess
ment of domestic Muslim extrem
ism. 

A RALLY IN THE SUBURBAN NEW YORK TOWN OF MASSAPEQUA, Long Island, protesting the stereo
typing of Muslims is timed ahead of congressional hearings on Muslim radicalization convened by 

"Instead of singling out this par
ticular community for investiga
tion, our focus should remain on 
the many sources of terrorism and 
violence that threaten our nation 
and its residents," she said, noting 

Rep. Peter King, the local congressman, on Feb. 22. 

The Republican Jewish Coali
tion (RJC) said King was fulfilling 
his proper mission. 

"The hearings have met with 
strong resistance from the left, 
but they are critically needed," the 
RJC said in its newsletter. 

King was unrepentant as the 
hearings began last week. 

"lf this hearing 
were focused 
on the Jewish 

community ... or any 
other community, 

would we not 
be justifiably 
outraged?" 

"To combat this threat, moder
ate leadership must emerge from 
the Muslim American commu
nity," he said. 

Yet King failed to invite to the 
hearings major Muslim American 
groups, such as the Council on 
American-Islamic Relations, to 
defend themselves against charges 
that they coddle terrorist sym
pathizers. The council criticized 
the King hearings as tainting all 
American Muslims. 

But the hearings also did not 
invite those who maintain that 
much, if not all, of the Islamic 
world has been radicalized. 

I f anything, the hearings pro
vided an opportunity to hear a 
range of voices, including both 
those who praised the Ameri
can Muslim community's stance 
agai nst radicalism and parents of 
American Muslims lured into ter
rorism. There were also a number 

r--------------------
of Muslims who 
have criticized 
insularity among 
Muslim Ameri
cans. 

Rep. Keith Elli
son (D-Minn.), 
the first Muslim 
elected 
gress, 

to Con
testified 

before the commit
tee. So did Leroy 
Baca, the Los 
Angeles County 
sheriff who praised 
the Council on 
American-Islamic 
Relations as coop
erative. 

.l., 

NO,o 
lslamophob,a 
Anti Semitism' 
Arlti Immigrant' 

-
In her testimony, 

Barsky, who listed 
recent planned 
attacks by Muslim 
extremists on U.S. 
Jewish targets, 
cautioned against 
viewing the hear
ings as an assault 
on all Muslims. 

MARCH 10 CONGRESSIONAL HEARINGS on Islamic radicalization have provoked a 
great outcry from the American Muslim community. 

"Some Muslim 
organizations, joined by well
meaning supporters, have reacted 
to the idea of discussing the threat 
posed by Islamic extremist ter
rorists by raising the specter of 
McCarthyism," Barsky said. "They 
and others have demanded that 
any discussion or investigation 
of this national security threat be 
broadened to include all extremists 
in all communities. 

"Logic and experience, how
ever, dictate that any meaning
ful inquiry focus on particular 
organizations and extremists that 
currently pose a national security 
threat." 

The Reform movement said 
the failure to broaden the inquiry 
unfairly singled out Muslims. 

"A wide-ranging exploration of 
radicalism writ large is necessary, 

wwwjvhri.org 

and we would welcome it," M ark 
Pelavin, the associate director of 
the movement's Religious Action 
Center, said in testimony submit
ted to the committee. "But today's 
hearing is not that exploration. It 
is a narrow, myopic investigation 
into the American Muslim com
munity which unfairly targets one 
group of citizens in congressional 
proceedings." 

Pelavin joined a Capitol Hill 
protest that included representa
tives of Roman Catholic, Prot
estant and Muslim bodies and 
described the hearings as "anti
Muslim." Also appearing at that 
event were a prominent Conserva
tive rabbi, Jack Moline, who has 
advised the Obama White House, 
and Marc Schneier, an O rthodox 
rabbi and co-founder of the Foun
dation for Ethnic Understanding. 

her concerns about the "tone and 
substance" of the hearings. 

"I ask," she said, "if this hear
ing were focused on the Jewish 
community, Japanese community, 
African-American community, or 
any other community, would we 
not be justifiably outraged?" 

~.jvhri.org 
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A SKETCHBOOK 

'The Al Jolson Story' was a defining moment in time 
Should films be more 
relevant to the times? 

SOMETIMES I SIT 
alone in our narrow, little 
knotty-pine den that used 
to be an open porch and 

got turned into a room for televi
sion - when the telly was a new, 

postwar device. It 
passes a few 
moments among 
my afternoon 
hours, and the 
Turner Classic 
Movies (TCM) 
channel brings 

Mike ' back the movies 
Fink from so long 

______ ago. Recently, it 

evoked that very 
year, 1946, when the room was 
transformed from a porch and Al 
Jolson came bouncing buoyantly 
back from obscurity. 

"The Jolson Story" - as you may 
recall - used the actual voice of the 
star, born Asa Yoelson, son of a 
cantor, who left the sanctum of the 
synagogue for the realm of street 
and stage and screen, as shown in 
"The Jazz Singer" in 1929. 

I watched once again the much 
later, Technicolor version of the 
legend, outwardly starring the 
newcomer Larry Parks, but with 
the eerie vocal lyrics of the spec
tacular sensation of the 1920s, 
reborn, after a long pause along 
his pathway, through his perfor
mances for the G .I. troops during 

Free medical clinics 
were also essential 
in the 'old days' 

Bv ANNE SH ERMAN 

Special to 1he Voice & H erald 

GLORIA WIL-
LIAMS recently 
donated two photo
graphs of the North 

End Dispensary to the Rhode 
Island Jewish H istorical archives. 
The photographs, found in a 
scrapbook collection of the late 
Meyer Tannenbaum - a business
man known for his philanthropy 
- were preserved by two sisters 
who worked for him. They are a 
most exciting find, as we know of 
no other photos of the dispensary 
that played such an important 
role in the lives of the residents, 
Jewish and gentile, of the North 
End of Providence. 

The dispensary was established 
in 1908 by the Providence Chap
ter of the National Council of 

W orld War II . A nd I relived that 
chapter in my boyhood, when the 
big production first came out for 
my local generation at the H ope 
Theatre and imprinted itself upon 
my classmates and me. 

I learned the words to his melo
dies and the gestures he used to put 
them across. It got me some atten
tion in school, and I was elected 
program chairman in my home
room and even class president of 
my pj nth-grade class at Nathan 
Bishop Junior High School. 

"Motion pictures 
have gotten 

continua11y worse, 
despite an the 

attention we give 
them in the wake of 

Oscar season." 

But seeing this show again the 
other day, in this chapter of my 
life, I realize just how ... wrong? .. . 
the movie business was. I mean, 
this was the year after the enor
mity of the destruction of Euro
pean Jewry, the season in which 
Palestine was fashioning itself into 
the State oflsrael against all odds. 
It was the year before the H ouse 
Un-American Activities Commit
tee (HUAC) was threatening to 
dismantle Hollywood and wreck 

the Jewish artistic studio world 
for all time. It was the era that 
indicted and, but a few years later, 
executed the Rosenbergs. 

And Al Jolson sang his April 
song of eternal hope: "Though 
April showers may come your way, 
they bring the flowers that bloom 
in May!" 

At that moment - remember? -
it was a reassuring movie and mes
sage. Jolson's parents accept his 
friendship with an Irish showman 
and his romance and marriage with 
a girl who isn't Jewish. They enjoy 
his wealth and success and revel in 
the comforts he can offer them as 
a reward. None of the doubts, the 
conflicts, the confusion of values 
that actually marked that first 

REMEMBER THE PAST 

film in which Jolson smeared the 
blackface before the mirror and 
then wipes it off as he is told of his 
father's death, is allowed to inter
fere in the smooth melodrama. It 
wasn't altogether a "bad" movie; 
after all, the break-up of his first 
marriage gives a melancholy mean
ing to his rise to celebrity status, 
and qualifies its not-quite-happy 
ending. It seems, in retrospect, a 

s tr a n ge 
st o r y 
told in 
rich and 
nostalgic 
colors. 

Wh e n 

its 
debut, there 

were actual 
r e fu gees 
and survi-
vors who 
were sharing 
classrooms at 
Nathan Bishop 
unior High 

with me, with 
us. I helped them a bit with their 
English and, I hope, demonstrated 
both friendly interest and respect. 
But the tale of Al Jolson served 
only to separate their stories from 
ours. We were Al Jolson, moving 
inexorably away from the glory of 
our own culture and toward the 
worship of popularity and the 
pleasures of the nightclubs. Me, 

From the Archives of the Rhode Island Jewish Historical Association 

The North End Dispensary 

too! I loved the bars and cock
tail tables of the roadhouses, the 
Farm and the Ranch House and 
the King Philip Lounge. Nobody 
enjoyed the pop tunes of the Hit 
Parade more than I did. I still love 
those songs. 

The search for ideas among 
kids from other backgrounds 
stayed with me way beyond 
homerooms at Nathan Bishop. 
Even so, when you take in the 
fare at TCM, you can't help but 
be struck by the things that are 
left out, that audiences either 
chose to avoid and ignore, or were 
never given the chance to taste. 
And, sadly, since that era, motion 
pictures have gotten continu
ally worse, not better, despite all 
the exaggerated attention we give 
them in the wake of Oscar season. 

We have come to demand easy 
gratification, fed to us with lots of 
action, violence, brutal sex, false 
values and crude cinematic com
positions. So, I don't know, I guess 
I'd give a B+ to "The Jolson Story." 
Larry Parks lost his career, as he 
had too much high-minded con
cern for public issues and offended 
HUAC. The same was true of the 
film's co-director, Joseph Lewis. 

The picture is part of our history 
as a people. Read into it a chapter 
from your own story. 

Michael F ink iJ an English p rofts
sor at Rhode Island School of D esign. 
Contact him at mjink33@aol.com. 

made with H omeopathic 
H ospital (now Roger Wil
liams H ospital} for patients 
who needed hospital care. A 
payment of $14 per week for a 
room allowed doctors to con
tinue treating their patients. 

My mother, Zelda Kotler 
H anson, told me about her 
visit to the North End Dispen
sary in 1910 when she was 6 to 
have her tonsils removed. H er 
mother, Annie Kotler, brought 
her to the dispensary in a little 
wagon. She knew that Zelda 
would not be able to walk 
home after surgery. 

As other medical alter
natives became available to 

Jewish Women (NCJW). Dr. J. 
Edmund Brown, whose medical 
office was at 599 Broad Street, 
Providence, suggested to Caeser 
Misch that a free clinic was 
needed to serve the burgeoning 
immigrant population of South 
Providence. M isch brought this 
to the attention of the Providence 
Chapter of the NCJW, and its 
president, Mrs. Isaac C. Otten
berg, convened a special meeting 
of the executive board to discuss 
the matter. The women voted to 
sponsor the project, but chose the 
North End as the locale. They felt 
that the need was greater there, as 
South Providence residents could 
be treated at Rhode Island Hos
pital. / Rhode Isla nd Jewish Historical Association the residents of the area, the 

The North End Dispensary 
opened with four departments: 
medical; surgical; eye; and ear, 
nose and throat. Four years later, 
a dental clinic was added, and in 
1914, on Wednesdays, children 
could receive free vaccinations. 
The organization's 1911 charter 
contained its mission statement: 

THE NORTH END DISPENSARY, its patients and staff. North End dispensary closed 

To provide medical aid and sur
gical treatment for the poor and 
needy of all denominations. 

Physicians and dentists vol
unteered their services. Linens, 
bandages and pharmaceuticals 
were donated. Volunteers from 

wwwjvhri.org 

NCJW assisted. Individual dona
tions ofSl to S25, small fees from 
patients able to pay and an appro
priation of SSOO from the State of 
Rhode Island kept the dispensary 
in operation. 

In 1911, arrangements were 

its doors in 1938 and became 
affiliated with The Miriam 

Hospital. 

Anne Sherman iJ the office man
ager of the R hode Island Jewish 
H istorical Association. Contact her 
at rjhist@aol.com. 
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Jewish alchemy transforms despair into humor 
The stand-up comic 

is a relic of 20th 
century] ewish life 

CONT EMPORARY 
Jews are not known 
for their avoidance of 
speech. Vows of silence 

may be integral to other religions, 
but certainly not to Judaism. 

Indeed, talk-
ing - whether it 
be bargaining, 
explaining, debat
ing, pleading or 
just telling jokes -
has been a Jewish 
trait, a compul
sion, for centu
ries. The Bible, 
furthermore, tells 

----- us that Jews, in 
ancient days, were precocious talk
ers; for did not the Book of Job 
confide in us that Job "cursed the 
day he was born?" Talking exces
sively, whether about personal 
misgivings, miseries, maladap
tions or even the state of affairs in 
Tajikistan, is therefore a constant 
tribal characteristic. The yarmulke, 
it should be emphasized, was not 
designed to cover the mouth. 

Every ethnic group has its 
idiosyncratic clowns who bring 
insight, humor and simple plea
sures to its audiences. But the 
Jews, in addition, have that unique 
form of rude clowning called the 

stand-up comic. This character, his 
stage-life painfully nurtured in the 
Catskill resorts, learned to swal
low his rampaging anxiety and 
stand before a mildly hostile Sat
urday night audience with nothing 
to protect him but a microphone. 

And so he opened his mouth 
and didn't stop talking for 20 
minutes. When he exhausted his 
meager supply of jokes, he then, 
in desperation, talked about his 
Jewish mother, the ambience of 
inner Brooklyn and the eccentrici
ties of his weird Uncle Shlomo. 
And thus was born a new genre of 
opaque humor consisting of three 

"The yarmulke was 
not designed to 

cover the mouth." 

parts of irony, a touch of hyperbole 
and 10 parts of tenement remem
brance. 

Somewhat tempered, this (orm 
of humor found a ready market on 
radio and then on television. But 
the standup comics of yesteryear 
have grown older and their 
loquacity diminished as their 
vagrant thoughts centered more on 
ocean liners than one-liners. 

But the tribal genes that fos
tered the Catskill genre of humor 
found alternative outlets: bumper 
stickers, for example; or even that 
most outrageous of billboards, the 

modern T-shirt. 
Bumper stickers began as politi

cal advertisements ("Vote for Alf 
Landon"), and then gradu
ated to expressing pleasure 
in one's offspring ("My 
son is an honor student at 
Winnie-the-Pooh nurs
ery school"), poignant 
reflections ("Tristan 
loves Isolde"), coura
geous moral stands 
("I brake for igua
nas"), ethnic pride 
("I'm proud to be 
Nepalese"), outspo
ken in moral philoso
phy ("I'm neither for 
nor against apathy") 
or in furtherance of 
some food ("Jamaica 
Rum: It's not just a breakfast 
drink!"). 

Medica lly-o ri ented bumper 
stickers are not without their 
spiritual merit: such as "Trans
plant kidneys; don't bury them" 
or "When did you last hug your 
colorectal surgeon?" And some 
innocent bumper stickers take on 
a hidden meaning depending upon 
their sponsorship. Thus, "Void 
where prohibited" assumes a more 
hostile meaning if sponsored by 
urologists. 

Leon Lederberg, a Nobel Lau
reate, commenting on the search 
for the ultimate quark-like particle 
that "orchestrates the cosmic sym
phony," declared that its discovery 
will reduce the law of physics to an 
equation so simple "that it will fit 

D'vARToRAH 

on a T-shirt." This may sound like 
academic hyperbole, but did not 
Albert Einstein reduce his difficult 

calculations to a simple 
E=mc2? And has this comprehen
sive equation not been proclaimed 
on many T-shirts? Indeed, the 
Einsteinian formula overcomes 
language barriers and may be pro
claimed in a thousand languages 
and a million T-shirts. 

Medica lly-oriented T-shirts 
may soon advertise the profession's 
many subspecialties: ophthal
mologists may wear T-shirts pro
claiming, "A sight for sore eyes." 
Proctologists may declare: "We get 
to the bottom of things!" and back 
surgeons may urge attendance at a 
herniated discotheque. 

What, after all, characterizes 
the standup comics of the 1950s, 
the bumper stickers of the 1980s 

and the T-shirts of the dawn
ing 21st century? Their messages 
are brief, dogmatic, uncompro
mising, even engagingly hostile. 
They are all intrusive, sometimes 
obnoxiously so. They all exclaim: 

"You didn't ask, but I'm going to 
tell you anyway." The message, 
whether spoken or printed, 

allows no room for a response 
or measured rejoinder. 

The Jewish standup comics 
of yesteryear were neither 
educated nor polite. They 
distilled their lower class, 
tenement-based experience -
largely from Brooklyn - and 

translated it into a unique class 
of bold, expressive and invasive 
humor - distinctly, unmistak
ably, Jewish. Many in their 

overwhelmingly Jewish audi
ence were insulted - but secretly 
amused. And when scholars, years 
hence, write learned texts on the 
transformation and assimilation 
of the Eastern European Jews, 
from an impoverished minority to 
a solidly upstanding middle-class 
in America, inevitably they will 
recall, with quiet fondness, those 
rude comics chattering away on 
Saturday nights, in the foothills 
of the Catskills. These comedians 
understood that their craft was 
an escape, not from the truth, but 
from despair. 

Stanley M . Aronson, M .D . is the 
dean of medicine emeritus, Brown 
University. Contact him at smamd@ 
cox.net. 

Even the 'minor' holiday of Purim offers much to celebrate 
LEVITICUS 6:1 - 8:36 

DEUTERONOMY 25:17-19 
Shabbat Zakhor 
Parashat Tsav 

BY RABBI LAWRENCE M. 
SILVERMAN 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

AiURIM SPIEL, Yid
dish for "Purim Play," is 

traditional dramatiza
on based on the Book 

of Esther and performed on or 
about the time of the Feast of 
Esther, that is, Purim. 

The Purim spiel appears to have 
started 250 to 300 years ago in 
Eastern Europe. It generally sati
rizes the characters in the Purim 
story: Ahasuerus, Vashti, Haman, 
Mordechai, Esther et al. (With 
the sole exception of Purim, such 
satire would have been deemed 
inappropriate for the synagogue.) 

The Purim spiel and the holiday 
of Purim itself became so much 
enjoyed by the Jewish people that 
Purim spiel-type performances 
spread to other biblical stories as 
well, such as "Joseph and his Broth-

ers" and "Daniel in the Lions' 
Den." When times were tough, 
as they often were, nothing was as 
soothing and uplifting as a story 
about the Jewish people's ancient 
heroes, with a happy ending. 
Usually the Purim spiel used non
professional people as actors. One 
favorite form, especially for chil
dren, involved the use of puppets. 

This brings us to the amazing 
discovery, just one year ago, of 
the manuscript of a Purim spiel, 
composed and written by Walter 
Freud (no relation to Sigmund) 
in the Terezin/Iheresienstadt 
prison camp. Freud was an accom
plished puppeteer. He was 25 when 
the Nazis deported him to Terezin 
in the spring of 1942. He immedi
ately began staging puppet shows 
for the children, directing perfor
mances for the Jewish holidays. In 
1943, the Zionist Youth organiza
tion in Terezin celebrated Purim 
using Freud's original Purim spiel, 
the play whose manuscript was 
recently found. 

Adhering to tradition even 
in such a place, his text was 
a comic one. His script freely 
combined the biblical charac-

An ancient Purim spiel 

ters with scenes that gave insight 
into the prisoners' lives. The Purim 
spiel included a cabaret song 
about gossip in the camp, scenes 
about the young Zionists' love 
of labor and their dedication 
to the land of Palestine, vignettes 
showing their struggle to learn 
to speak modern Hebrew, and 
moments of great tension and fear 

wwwjvhri.org 

turning into triumphant relief. 
In the finale, Esther, Morde
chai, the King and Haman (still 
around!) all sang a comic refrain 
based on a German folk song -
hard to imagine today! 

There is so much spirit and 
power in the make-believe of 
this so-called "minor" holiday of 
Purim. All honor to Walter Freud, 

"When times were 
tough, as they 

often were, nothing 
was as soothing and 
uplifting as a story 

about the Jewish 
people's ancient 

heroes, with 
a happy ending." 

of blessed memory - and to those 
who remember the Jewish people's 
history as we celebrate Esther's 
feast. 

Rabbi Lawrence Silverman, a 
member of the Rhode Island Board of 
Rabbis, is the rabbi of Congregation 
Beth Jacob in Plymouth, Mass. Con
tact him at rabbilawnmce@gmail. 
com. 



OBITUARIES 
Edward P. Baram, 71 

NARRAGANSETT - Edward P. 
Baram, of Narragansett, died March 

4. Born in Provi
dence, he was a grad
uate of Moses Brown 
School and the N.Y. 
Military Academy. He 
loved tennis, golf and 
gardening. He was 

'--'----'....._~ the son of the late 
Nathan and Lillian (Zeidel) Baram, 
and brother of the late Richard 
Baram. 

He leaves his wife, Judith A. (Ver
nick) Peloquin, his children, Matthew 
and Sydney Baram, stepchildren, 
Rachel and Sam Peloquin, and many 
cousins. He was the soon-to-be 
grandfather of a baby boy. A gentle 
soul with an immense sense of 
humor, he leaves behind many mem
ories to those who loved him, espe
cially to his confidant and ally Barbara 
Levinson. 

Cards may be sent to the family, 
c/o Holt Funeral Home, 510 South 
Main St., Woonsocket, RI 02895. 

Paul J. Berman, 58 
ELSEWHERE - Paul Berman died 
March 12 after a 2-and-1/2 year 
battle with melanoma, surrounded 
by his family and his wife, Mary 
Berman. Born Sept. 29, 1952 in 
Providence, he was the son of Bar
bara P. Berman of Delray Beach, Fla. 
and the late Edward L. Berman. 

A 1971 graduate of Cranston West 
High School and New England Tech, 
he was vice president of IUPAT Local 
1333 District Council 11 at the time of 
his death. 

A true craftsman with tile and 
glass, he loved working with his 
hands and enjoyed riding his motor
cycle. 

In addition to his wife, the former 
Mary Susan McAndrew, whom he 
married June 25, 1994, he leaves 
his mother; a daughter, Nicole Lynn 
Berman of Mansfield, Mass; a son, 
Mitchell Scott Berman of W est War
wick; and his sister, A llyn B. Margo
lies of Delray Beach, Fla. 

Contributions may be made to 
the Dana-Faber Cancer Institute at 
www.dana-farber.org/how/gifts. 

Peter H. Bardach, 90 
ELSEWHERE - Peter Bardach died 
March 3. He was born on Nov. 21, 

1920 in Vienna, the 
son of Paul and Fred
ericka Bardach. He 
escaped after Hitler 
occupied Austria and 
came to the U.S., via 
England. He lived in 

~ .::..._,..ILL_, Providence for 49 

years before retiring to Ocean Ridge, 
Fla. 

He served with the U.S. Army in 
military intelligence in Italy, receiv-

• 
ing several awards. 
He started a business 
in Providence with his 
father, founding Bergere 

Inc. in May 1940. He became presi
dent of the company in 1955; in 1972, 
he sold the business, but remained 
with the company until he retired. 

He was active in Providence com
munity life for many years and proud 
of his Jewish roots. He had served as 
president of the Jewish Community 
Center, chairman of the JCC's Build
ing Planning Committee, president of 
the American Jewish Committee of 
RI , president of Roger Williams Lodge 
B'nai B'rith, board member of the 
Jewish Federation, board member of 
the RI Brotherhood of Christians and 
Jews, president of the Jewish Home 
for the Aged. Temple Beth- El trustee 
and chairman of the RI Holocaust 
Memorial Planning Committee. 

He is survived by his wife, Jacque
line Bardach. He was the father of 
four daughters, the late Adele Singer 
of Amherst, N.Y.; Marianne Dornfeld 
of Boston, Mass.; Paulette Landes 
of Greenwich, Conn.; and Veronique 
Bardach of Washington, D.C. He 
leaves seven grandchildren: Miriam, 
Max and Rebecca Singer, Paul and 
Micah Dornfeld, and Andrew and 
Jane Landes. 

Donations may be made to the 
charity of your choice. 

Miriam Goldstein 
NARRAGANSETT - Miriam Gold
stein died March 7. She was the wife 
of the late Leonard Goldstein. Born 
in Providence, a daughter of the late 
Morris and Anna (Block) Marks, she 
had lived in Highland Beach for 20 
years and Narragansett for 30 years. 

She was the mother of Abby 
Goldberg and her hus-

1S!!§ band Mark of Merrick, 
~ N.Y., David Goldstein and 

his wife Robyn of Provi
dence, Mark Goldstein of Natick, 
Mass: and Mark's former wife, Jamie 
Goldstein, of Chepachet. She was 
the sister of Mollie Siegel of Narra
gansett and the late Rebecca Berger, 
Jake, Abraham and Reuben Marks, 
and the grandmother of Alyssa, Lexi, 
Lyndsay, Corey, Josh and Dana. 

Contributions may be made to 
Merrick Jewish Centre, 225 Fox 
Blvd., Merrick, NY 11566. 

Herbert Richard Greene 
PROVIDENCE - Herbert Greene 

died March 11. He 
was the husband of 
Frances Greene for 
63 years. Born in 
Seagate, Brooklyn, 
N.Y., he was a son 
of the late Jack and 

-L.JL--• Clara Greene. He 
received a BS in aeronautical engi
neering from the University of Ala
bama and his MBA from Syracuse 
University. 

He spent more than 36 years with 
Texas Instruments Inc., where he 
became an executive vice president 
of the Precision Controls Division. 
,. He served as an officer 
~ in the Navy during World 

War 11 as the captain of 
the minesweeper. 

An expert skier, tennis player, pho
tographer and a computer program
mer, he was a world traveler who still 
found time for his favorite sport of 
golf. 

Along with his wife, he is survived 
by his son, Dr. David M. Greene and 
his wife Joyce of Stamford, Conn., 
his daughter Susan J. Golden and her 
husband Michael of North Hamp
ton, N.H.; three grandchildren, Amy 
Abate and her husband Jeff of New 
Fairfeld, Conn., Alena and Julia 
Golden of North Hampton, N.H.; and 
two great-grandchildren, Ashlyn and 
Jeffrey Abate. He will be missed by 
his nieces and nephews and friends. 
He was the brother of the late Philip, 
Joseph and Roslyn. 

Louise R. Robinson, 92 
PROVIDENCE - Louise R. Robinson 
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died March 4. Born in Providence, 
a daughter of the late Samuel and 
Martha (Finklestein) Robinson. A 
1938 graduate of Hope High School, 
she was a saleslady at the former 
Robinson Dress Shop in Woonsocket 
for 20 years before retiring. She was 
a former member of Temple Emanu
EI. Survived by her cousin, Sandra 
Abrams, of Cranston, she was the 
sister of the late Morton Robinson 
and the cousin of the late Howard 
Lewis. 

Donations may be made to the 
charity of your choice. 

Morris Kortick, 89 
CRANSTON - Morris Kortick died 
March 11. He was married for 62 years 
to the late Edith (Trostonoff) Kortick. 
Born in Providence, a son of the late 
Harry and Fannie (Weiner) Kortick, 
he had lived in Cranston for more 
than 60 years. 

Before he retired in 1980, he was 
the vice president of product devel
opment and a junior partner to Daniel 
Swarovski at Swarovski's factories in 
Rhode Island for 30 years. Swarovski 
NA had bought out the company he 
co-founded, Jewel Manufacturing 
Company, so that the products of 
his patented inventions could be sold 
worldwide. 

A World War II Navy veteran, he 
was a graduate of the Naval Tor-

• 
pedo Station's toolmaker 
apprentice program and 
RISD. A member of Toure 
Fraternal Association, a 

past member of the Manufacturing 
Jewelers and Silversmiths Associa
t ion, a member of Temple Sinai and 

a former member of Crestwood and 
Potowomut country clubs. 

He was the father of the late 
Helen Ann Kortick, the grandfather 
of Marcy H. Cohen and her husband 
Richard, and the great-grandfather of 
Noah and Gabriel Cohen. 

Contributions may be made to 
Temple Sinai, 30 Hagen Ave., Crans
ton, RI 02920. 

Merrill Temkin, 81 
PROVIDENCE - Merrill Temkin died 

March 7. He was 
the husband of the 
late Marian (Kahn) 
Temkin. Born in Provi
dence, a son of the 
late Louis and Betty 
(Rubin) Temkin, he 
was a lifelong Provi-
dence resident. 

A salesman for Rafferty A lu
minum, retiring in 2010, he was a 
lifelong member of Temple Emanu
EI. He graduated URI, class of 1950 
and was a member of AEPi. 

He was the father of Neil Temkin 
of East Providence, Louis Temkin 
of Providence and Jackie Temkin of 
Hopedale, Mass.; the brother of Bea
trice Cooper and her husband Charles 
of New York City, and the grandfather 
of Rory and Tara. He was the com
panion of Elaine Slom of Cranston. 

Contributions may be made to the 
American Cancer Society, 931 Jef
ferson Blvd, Suite 3004, Warwick, RI 
02886 or Home and Hospice Care of 
RI, 1085 N. Main St., Providence, RI 
02904. 
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Protests, new housing approval foil ow murders 

West Bank family 
killed in suspected 

terrorist attack 
BvJTASTAFF 

JERUSALEM QTA) - Demon
strations in solidarity with settlers 
and a Cabinet committee's approval 
for new housing in the West Bank 
are among the Israeli responses to 
the suspected terrorist attack that 
killed five members of a West Bank 
Jewish family. 

An estimated 20,000 people 
attended Sunday afternoon's funeral 
at a cemetery in Jerusalem to mourn 
the deaths of Udi Fogel, 36, and 
Ruth Fogel, 35, and their children 
Yoav, 11; Elad, 4; and Hadas, 3 
months. · 

Two sons - Roi, 8, and Yishai, 2 
- were sleeping in a side bedroom 
and were spared in the Sabbath 
eve attack in Itamar on March 11. 
A daughter, Tamar, 12, returned 
home at midnight from a youth 
group program to discover the mas
sacre. 

The family had been evacu
ated from Gush Katif and lived in 
Ariel before building a home in the 
northern West Bank, near the Pal
estinian city ofNablus. 

Following the funeral, protest
ers holding demonstrations across 
Israel in sympathy with residents of 
the West Bank blocked junctions, 
some holding signs reading "We are 
all settlers" and "Peace isn't signed 
with blood." One of the largest ral
lies took place in Tel Aviv near the 
army's national headquarters. 

Israeli media quoted Palestinian 
sources as saying that settlers set 
five cars on fire in the Hawara vil
lage near Itamar and threw stones at 
Palestinian cars passing near Kedu
mirn. Palestinians also reportedly 
threw stones at buses returning to 
the Itamar area from the funeral. 

Earlier Sunday, an Israeli Cabinet 
committee approved the construc
tion of hundreds of housing units in 
West Bank settlements, reportedly 
in response to the attack. The vote, 

after several months of no new con
struction approval, is for 500 hous
ing units in Gush Etzion, Ma'ale 
Adumim, Ariel and Kiryat Sefer. 

The settlements are believed to 
be among those that will remain as 
part of Israel under a peace agree
ment with the Palestinians. The 
committee discussed expanding the 
Itamar settlement or creating a new 
settlement in memory of the vic
tims, H aaretz reported. 

The United States, which wants 
an Israeli freeze on settlement 
building, reportedly was informed 
of the decision. 

Danny Dayan, chairman of the 
Y esha Council settlers' umbrella 
group, called the approval of new 
housing in response to the attack 
"a small step in the right direction." 
He said it was "deeply troubling 
that it requires the murder of chil
dren in the arms of their parents to 
achieve such an objective." 

At the funeral, Knesset Speaker 
Reuven Rivlin said Udi and Ruth 
Fogel personified devotion to the 
Zionist vision and were pioneers. 

"Your hands held both scythe and 
book, teachers and settlers whose 
entire lives were the love of their 

ZAKA VOLUNTEER HOLDS a body bag containing one of the victims 
of the terror attack in the West Bank settlement of ltamar, March 11 . 

THE FOGEL FAMILY 

country and the love they had for 
their neighbors," Rivlin said. "Build 
more, live more, more footholds -
that is our response to the murder
ers so that they know - they can't 
defeat us." 

Udi Fogel's brother Motti said, 
"'Ihis funeral must be a private 
event. Udi, you are not a symbol 
or a national event. Your life had a 
purpose of its own and your horrible 
death must not make your life into 
a pawn." 

On Sunday, it was clarified that 
the fringe Al-Aksa Martyrs Bri
gades of Imad Mughniyeh had 
claimed responsibility for the attack. 
The group is named for Mughni
yeh, who was Hezbollah's chief of 
military operations until he was 
killed by a car bomb in Damascus 
in 2008. Hezbollah blames Israel's 
Mossad intelligence agency for the 
killing. 

In Gaza, Hamas officials report
edly handed out candy to residents 
in celebration of the attack. 

Israeli military and police forces 
were scouring the West Bank 
Sunday for the murderer or mur
derers, as well as to prevent revenge 
attacks by Israeli settlers. 

"Israel will not stand by idly after 
such a despicable murder and will 
act vigorously to safeguard the lives 
of the citizens oflsrael and punish 
the murderers," Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu said in a 
statement released after the Sabbath 
ended. "I expect the international 
community to sharply and unequiv
ocally condemn this murder, the 
murder of children." 

Netanyahu also called on the 
Palestinian leadership, who he said 
condemned the attacks with "weak 
and mumbled statements," to "stop 
the incitement that is conducted 
on a daily basis in their schools, 
mosques and the media under their 
control. The time has come to stop 
this double-talk in which the Pal
estinian Authority (PA) outwardly 
talks peace and allows - and some
times leads - incitement at home." 

PA Prime Minister Salam Fayyad 
"firmly" condemned the attack, The 
Jerusalem Post reported. 

The White H ouse and the Mid
east Qtartet - the diplomatic 
grouping of the United Nations, 
the European Union, Russia and 
the United States that guides the 
peace process - also condemned the 

attack. 
"There is no possible justification 

for the killing of parents and chil
dren in their home," said the White 
H ouse statement, which called the 
attack an act of terrorism. 

"Attacks on any civilians are 
completely unacceptable in any cir
cumstance," the Qiartet's statement 
said. The Qtartet also called ro 
"expedite efforts to achieve Israeli
Palestinian and comprehensive 
Arab-Israeli peace." 

Volunteers for ZAKA, a search 
and rescue organization, described 
the scene shortly after the terror 
attack as "absolutely horrific." 

"We saw toys lying next to pools 
ofblood, Shabbat clothes covered in 
blood and everywhere the smell of 
death mixing with the aroma of the 
Shabbat meal," one volunteer said. 

Israeli President Shimon Peres 
said in a statement that the attack 
"indicates a loss of humanity. There 
is no religion in the world or any 
faith that allows these kinds of hor
rible acts." 

M eanwhile, the head of Isra
el's Government Press Office is 
demanding an apology from Cable 
News Network over its coverage of 
the attack, which avoided describ
ing the incident as a terrorist attack 
and then placed the words 'terror
ist attack' in quotation marks in a 
headline on its website. 

The CNN report said that the 
Israeli military was searching for an 
intruder, though the official Israel 
Defense Forces statement said sol
diers were searching for the terror
ist. 

Photos of the murder victims were 
released by the family, who asked 
newspapers •to report on the horrific 
reality of murdering children and 
babies in their sleep, simply because 
they are Jewish.• H owever, because 
of their very graphic nature, we have 
declined to include them with this 
story. 

For those who wish to witness 
the images, visit https:llpicasaweb. 
google.comlpicsyesha/Itamar. 

/ Yossi Zamir/ Flash90IJTA 

THE BODIES OF THE FIVE VICTIMS of the terror attack in the West Bank are laid out 
at their Jerusalem funeral, March 13. 

wwwjvhri.org 
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N SATURDAY, 
March 5, Bess Lin
denbaum, formerly of 
Cranston, Providence 

and Chepachet, celebrated a mile
stone birthday of 100 years. 1he 
party took place over two days at 
the Chesterfield Hotel in Palm 
Beach, Fla., with her daughter 
Roberta, son Ken and his wife 
Linda, her granddaughter Natalie 
and her husband Brian, along with 
their twin sons Adam and Dylan, 

RY andWENDY 
scovitz of Crans
proudly announce 

the engagement of 
their daughter, Jennifer, to Joseph 
Angelone of Cranston. Jennifer is 
an elementary education teacher 
in Cranston and Joseph works for 
the Rhode Island Department of 
Corrections. 

What does 100 look like? 

her brother-in-law Ben Linden
baum and his two daughters, and 
other nieces and nephews and very 
dear friends. 

Bess spent her formative years in 
Chepachet with her husband run
ning a food market. In later years, 
she ran her own real estate business 
in Rhode Island and some pans of 
Massachusetts. She now resides in 
Royal Palm Beach, Fla., where she 
is active in a bridge club and other 
social activities. 

Jennifer is the granddaughter 
of Jerry and Bernice Cohen of 
Cranston and the late Julia Malatt 
Cohen. Joseph is the son of Leslie 
Angelone and Roger Angelone and 
the grandson of Marie Apicerno 
and the late Joseph Apicerno. 

They will wed in March 2012 in 
Newport. 

Please, don't forget to 
share your simcha with 

The Voice & Herald. Send 
to nkirsch@JFRl.org, 

subject, Simcha. 

ANNE KAY WITH MAYOR ANGEL TAVERAS 

,,,.-,,; N FEB. 19, Anne Kay, 
\,;;I a resident of Summit 

Commons, celebrated 
her birthday in style. 

It was a day of many surprises, 
but the biggest one came with the 
arrival of M ayor Angel Taveras 
who presented her with the city's 

TO -~ 
t . 

cerca del c 1elo 
c lose to heaven 

MEX'ICO 

proclamation of recognition of one 
of its centenarians. 

After accepting Mayor Taveras' 
congratulations, Anne informed 
him that she had voted for him. 
She then promptly asked if he 
could wield any influence in get
ting her a job at City Hall! Perhaps 

it is just that spirit which promotes 
longevity, and 100 candles worth 
of pizzazz. 

Her daughter Judith Spindell 
and son-in-law Dr. Edward Spin
dell were on hand to welcome the 
many well-wishers. 

Appointment to commission 
USAN LEACH DEBLASIO, a partner at Adler Pollock 
& Sheehan P.C., has been appointed by Governor Lincoln 
Chafee to the new Rhode Island Healthcare Reform Com
mission, led by Lt. Governor Elizabeth Roberts. 

The Commission will develop and implement action steps, time
lines, and assignments of lead responsibilities for all healthcare 
reform efforts in the state, max.imize stakeholder and public engage
ment, assure open dialogue with the General Assembly, identify and 
remove barriers to and develop incentives for critical healthcare, and 
identify workforce capacity and training needs in the private and 
public sector. 

Leach DeBlasio is a vice chair of the Jewish Alliance of Greater 
Rhode Island and a member of The Jewish Voice & Herald 's editorial 
board. 

Huatulco, 
Mexico 

Sandy and 
Harry 
Finkelstein 
took their 

copy of1he Jewish 
Voice & Herald with 
them to Huatulco, 
Mexico, one of the 
ports they visited on 
their Panama Canal 

i.•L~....1'..._~:..u...--___.__L_:.._:::::_ ______ .=:;.•~~.__.lill-....1 Cruise in February. 
SANDY AND HARRY FINKELSTEIN 
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private duty companion care • light housekeeping • laundry • shopping 
errands & appointments • home health aide services • overnight care 

meal planning • medication management • dementia care 

CONCOR_D 
companion~ jervicej 

401-725-8400 I www.ConcordHomeCare.com 

Bonded and Insured I CHAP Accredited I Available 24/7 
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