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W ith unrest roi ling Syria, it's unclear whether f urther unrest will 
stoke conflict along the Israel -Syrian border, 

p ictured here in November 2009. 

Syrian regime threatened 
Israel faces potential 

dangers, opportunities 

B Y L ESLI E S USSER 

JERUSALEM UTA) - W ith the 
turmoil rocking the Middle East 
now threatening the regime in 
Syria, Israeli faces potentially grave 

dangers and huge opportunities. 
The dangers are clear: The emer

gence of a more radical regime in 
Syria could mean a stronger lran
Syria-H ezbollah axis. Iran could 
get direct access to its allies in Leb
anon through a Syrian regime that's 
even friendlier toward Tehran. 
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/ Bryant Universi ty 

Dr. Mark Hochberg, left, Bryant University President Ronald K. Machtley and Erica Stern 
unveil the plaque outside the Gertrude Meth Hochberg Women's Center, on Tuesday, March 22. 

Bryant University remembers 
Gertrude Meth Hochberg 

A powerhouse of a woman, Hochberg was a role model for women 
B Y NA NCY Klll SCII 

nkirsch@shalomri.org 

SMIT H FIELD - M ore than 
120 people gathered at Bryant 

University's Bello Center on 
Tuesday, M arch 22 to offi cially 
name the school's Women's 
Center after the late Gertrude 
Meth H ochberg, who worked 

at Bryant from 1949 unti l 1977. 
The celebration was part of 
Women's History M onth events 
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Temple Shalom congregants wandered for years 

/Temple Shalom 

CONGREGANTS AND RABBI JAGOLINZER, wearing a tallis, burn the mortgage during Hanukkah, 1998. 

Conservative synagogue 
celebrates 

half century mark 
B Y NANC Y Krnsc11 

nkirsch@shalomri.org 

MIDDLETOWN - The moniker 
'Wandering Jews" aptly describes 
the congregants of Temple Shalom, 
now in Middletown. 

The synagogue was founded in 
1961 by a group of Jews who wanted 
a more liberal form of Judaism in 
Newport County, then home to 
two Orthodox synagogues, Touro 
Synagogue and Ahavas Achim, and 

no Conservative or Reform syna
gogues. 

Fifty years and several homes 
later, Temple Shalom will celebrate 
its anniversary year with a celebra
tory luncheon on Sunday, April 10 
at the Atlantic Beach Club, 55 Pur
gatory Road, in M iddletown. 

The annual spring concert, held 
on M arch 12, was also part of the 
celebratory events commemorati ng 
the synagogue's half-century mark. 
Fred Scheff, the synagogue's cantor, 
Kathryne Jennings and some of 
Scheff's students, entertained 
approximately 125 people. 

The luncheon, said Ed Scheff, 
one of the four co-chairs of the 

CONGREGANTS, Pag e 16 
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Leah Koenig comes to Providence 
Eating locally, eating 

sustainably fulfills 
Jewish values 

BY N ANCY Krnscu 
nkirsch@shalomri.org 

PROVIDENCE - "A little bit 
of decadence is healthy, if you 
eat g reens and g rains and lean 
protein ," said L eah Koenig, the 
author of "The H adassah Every
day C ookbook, Daily Meals 
for the Contemporary Jewish 
Kitchen," published by Universe 
Publishing, 2011 and produced 
in conjunction with H adassah 
Magazine. 

Koenig, who confessed to 
having a sweet tooth and a taste for 
creamy and savory foods - think 
macaroni and cheese - will be at 
Brown RISD Hillel on Thursday 
April 7 at 7:30 p.m. for a food 
demonstration and wine tasting. 
Brown RISD Hillel, in partner
ship with The Alef List - H ap
penings for H ip Jews, the Jewish 
Alliance of G reater Rhode Island's 
Network, Temple Beth-El and 
Temple Emanu-El, is hosting the 
event. 

1\ , 
eating seasonally and sustain
ably. In a phone interview with 
The Voice & H erald, Koenig 
said , of her cookbook, "It isn't a 
vegetari an cookbook, it's more 
like a meat reductionist cook
book, about 80 percent vegetar-

"A little bit of 
decadence is 

healthy." 
/ Lucy Schaeffer 

about what we eat. Kashrut is 
very intentional ." 

While the cooking demon
stration choices are yet unde
cided, Koenig calls pasta with 
beans, veggies and some cheese 
one of her favo rite "at home" 
mea ls. "It's a comfo rting and 
well-rounded mea l; simple, but 
the best. H ealthy doesn't have to 
be 100 percent low fat ." 

For more informat ion or to 
R SVP (by April 6}, contact Wendy 
Joering at 421-4111, ext. 169 or 
wjoering@shalomri.org. 

Brown RISD H illel is a part
ner agency of the Jewish A lliance of 
Greater Rhode Island. 
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A 2004 M idd lebu ry College 
g raduate with a degree in env i
ronmental stud ies and religion, 
Koenig found a home working 
for H azon, a Jewish environ
mental organization. There, she 
wrote a blog called The Jew and 
the Carrot, now a joint publica
tion of H azon and The Forward . 

The Hadassah Everyday Cookbook Coming Next Issue: 

Calli ng herself a "food ie 
who has always loved writ
ing," Koenig is pass ionate about 

ian. It includes small steps [to 
help people] eat loca l and eat in 
season." The cookbook includes 
an introduction from Rhode 
Island 's own Joan Nathan. With 
a foc us on more g rains and more 
fresh vegetables and a move away 
from processed food, the cook
book reflects how Koenig and 

her husband , Yoshie Fruchter, 
eat. Fruchter, who plays bass and 
gu ita r, will also perfo rm at the 
evening event. 

A self-described "picky eater 
as a kid ," Koenig nonetheless 
g rew up with a strong awareness 
of healthy eating. As her mother 
had a master's in public health, 

The Alef List: Happenings for Hip Jews 
in partnership with Brown RISO Hillel , the Network, 

Temple Beth-El and Temple Emanu-EI 

present 

A FOOD DEMONSTRATION 
AND WINE TASTING 
Thursday, April 7 at 7 :30 pm 
Please join cookbook author 
Leah Koenig and other young 
Jewish professiona ls in their 20's 
and 30's for a tasty, fun night at 
Brown RISO Hillel's The Glenn 
and Darcy Weiner Center. 

C ontemporary Je wish Kitchen 

Kindly RSVP to Wendy 401.421. 4111 or wjoering@jfri.org by 4/6. 

Jewish Alliance 
OF G REATER RH O DE I SLAND 

The Alef List is a prog ram of 
Together, we are s tronger. 

wwwjvhri.org 

the family ate ba lanced meals 
without a lot of processed foods. 
"W e only used real maple syrup," 
said Koenig, 29. "I wouldn't buy 
pancake sy rup - it doesn't taste 
good to me." 

PASSOVER 

Koenig hopes that her ge n
eration and younger ones wi ll 
increasingly incorporate Jewish 
va lues into eating and cooking. 
Jewish tradition, she said, has 
so many "fundamenta l values of 
taking care of the earth, let t ing 
land rest and being intentional 
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/ Ethan Tobias 
From left, Maysa Baransi-Siniora, Gershon Baskin, Al i Haider, David C. Jacobson, Eyal Naveh, Hanna Siniora, Galia Golan 

and Mossi Raz at Brown University. 

Can Israelis and Palestinians work together? 
Brown conference 

explores possibilities 
BY EnuN TOBIAS 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

PROVIDENCE - On Monday, 
March 14, about 50 students and 
community members attended 
a panel discussion on the future 
of Israeli-Palestinian relations at 
Brown University. The panel, fea
turing four Israelis and three Pal
estinians, was part of a conference, 
"Israelis and Palestinians: Work
ing Together for a Better Future." 
David C. Jacobson, professor of 
Judaic studies at Brown University, 
organized the conference. 

Two days of programs, all intend
ing to highlight examples oflsraeli
Palestinian cooperation, included 
speakers who have worked in cul
tural, scientific and political orga
nizations that attempt to bridge the 
gap between Israelis and Palestin
ians. The two-day program culmi
nated with the panel discussion. 

With general agreement on the 
need for a two-state solution, panel
ists still found room to disagree. 

Hanna Siniora, co-director of 
·the Israel/Palestine Center for 
Research and Information, offered 
a somewhat controversial solution 
- one modeled after the Swiss con
federacy that would include Israeli 
Jews, Israeli Arabs and Palestinians. 

Calling the idea "permanent, 
stable, acceptable ... that will resolve 
the issue of borders in these states," 
Siniora said he offered the idea to 

add controversy to a panel that he 
recognized was "in agreement that 
the best solution is a two-state solu
tion." 

Ali Haider, co-executive direc
tor of Sikkuy: The Association for 
the Advancement of Civil Equal
ity in Israel, proposed a different 
approach. 

"A bi-national state, one state, 
is the most just solution for [both] 
partners, and I think especially for 
the Palestinian people," Haider 
said. 

Haider's comments sparked a 
somewhat heated retort from Ger
shon Baskin, Siniora's partner and 
co-director at the Israel/Palestine 
Center for Research and Informa
tion. Baskin noted that such a state 
would not be just for the Jewish 
people. 

"Israel is a territorial expression of 
my identity," said Baskin. 

During most of the evening's pre
sentation, the panelists voiced their 
frustration with the failure of the 
most recent round of negotiations. 

"There is this sense among many 
people that the two-state solution is 
disappearing," said Galia Golan, a 
professor in the Lauder School of 
Government, Diplomacy and Strat
egy at the Interdisciplinary Center. 
Golan did add a caveat. 

"This is not the case with numbers 
- polls in both places show majority 
support for a two-state solution." 

Golan criticized the current 
Israeli government for failing to 
make more than a token effort 
toward resolving the long-standing 
conflict. Along with several other 

panelists, Golan believes the Pales
tinian Authority (PA) has come to 
terms with the fact that "the dream 
of all of Palestine wasn't going to 
happen," and that PA President 
Mahmoud Abbas' overtures to the 
Israeli government of a full peace 
within the 1967 borders were "gen
uine." 

"The only thing standing in the 
way is a decision by an Israeli gov
ernment," Golan said. 

How did the conference come 
to be? The idea for a conference 
began in the fall of 2009 after Avi 
Schaefer, then a Brown University 
freshman and former IDF soldier, 
wrote a column in the Brown Daily 
Herald in which he urged people to 
understand both sides of the con
flict. 

Tragically, Schaefer was killed in 
a car accident last year, but before he 
died, he suggested a conference to 
Jacobson. 

"That (Schaefer's column] really 
got me to act on the idea I had had 
for a while to develop a course that 
tried to look at both the Israeli and 
Palestinian narratives," Jacobson 
said. Jacobson took the conference 
idea and ran with it with the assis
tance of a Palestinian student at 
Brown. 

"This conference embodied the 
very atmosphere of mutual under
standing and respectful dialogue 
that Avi was working to build at 
Brown University," Yoav Schaefer, 
Avi's twin brother and the director 
of the Avi Schaefer Fund, a non
profit organization dedicated to 
changing the climate of the Israeli-

Palestinian discussion on North 
American college campuses, wrote 
in an email after the conference, 
"Regrettably, the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict remains one of the most 
polarized and hostile issues on 
campus today. Avi understood that, 
through constructive dialogue and 
engaging with the nuances of the 
conflict, we could stop the endless 
blame game and polarization that 
often plagues this discussion, and 
work together to build peace in the 
Middle East." 

After the panel ended, Jacob
son decided that the conference 
achieved its goals, though there 
were very few young people in 
the audience, despite the venue of 
Brown University. 

"The conference went very well, 
but I was disappointed at the rela
tively low turnout," he said. As 
the conference was during mid
term exams, many students may 
have been too busy with studies to 
attend, he explained. 

Ethan Tobias is a Brown Uni
versity junior. Contact him at ethan_ 
tobias@brown.edu. 

Email alert: New addresses 
for Alliance employees 

As part of the Alliance con
solidation of Federation, JCC 
and BJE, all email addresses 
now end with @shalomri.org. 
Emails to former email exten
sions will still be delivered, 
but everyone is encouraged to 
use the new address. 

• Candle Lighting Times April 1 .......................... 6:50 April 15 ........................ 7:06 
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Parenting 
requires patience 

Parenting teens offers 
opportunities for growth 

BY NANCY KIRSCH 

nkirsch@shalomri.org 

USE THE FINEST sweet 
butter, fresh eggs and superb 
chocolate in a dessert. Odds 
are good that, if you follow 

the recipe, the dessert will be delicious. 
Parenting teens, however, is a com

pletely different experience. For one 
thing, there is no precise recipe to follow 
- everybody (and their mother) has an 
opinion about raising kids. "Smother 
them with love; give them plenty of 
time to grow up," says one bubbe, while 
another may say, "They need to be tough
ened up. Make them work after school 
and on weekends. I had to, after all." 

Even if you're confident of the "recipe" 
you're using to parent your teens, you 
might not appreciate the fruits of 
your labor for many years. There's no 
45-minute wait to see if the recipe took, 
as there is in baking. You might consis
tently make good parenting decisions 
and feel confident in those decisions and, 
ultimately, be disappointed in your adult 
child's lifestyle. 

When my kids were younger, I used 
to wonder aloud to a very wise friend, "I 
can't imagine how they' ll ever be able to 
drive a car, go to college [or anything else 
that was several years in the future]." 

My friend, whose children were a few 
years older than mine, offered this sage 
advice: "Look back, don't look ahead. 
Think of them five years ago and realize 
the skills and maturity they've gained in 
those years." It's been excellent advice. 

In the midst of good parenting times, 
I'd often forget that things would get 
bad again; and in the midst of bad par
enting times, I'd forget that they would 
get good again. Remembering those ups
and-downs, no matter what stage of par
enting I'm in, also helps. 

Parenting teens is not an easy road to 
navigate, even with my relatively risk
adverse teens. I know some teens who 
had to change high schools; they made 
bad choices that caught up with them. 
For the most part, these good kids, with 
involved and caring parents, acted their 
age. In other words, they acted impul
sively and thoughtlessly, without con
sidering the consequences. About those 
teens and their parents, I think, "There 
but for the grace of God go I!" 

Even after a combined 34 years of 
parenting (18 years for one child and 16 
years for another), I frequently doubt the 
merits of some of my parenting decisions. 
As I tell my daughter, "We're all flawed, 
and most of us are doing the best we can." 

Even those of us who are doing the 
best we can might find the teens' section, 
on pages 24-31 , valuable. If nothing else, 
it should provide clarity for the confused 
among us! 

IT SEEMS To ME 

A celebration of civility 
Temple Emanu-El's series 

was exemplary 

LAST JANUARY and February 
Providence's Temple Emanu-El 
sponsored a series of five lectures 
on "The Fate oflsrael" as part of its 

Koffler-Bornstein Institute of Jewish Stud
ies. Despite major challenges presented by 
"Old Man Winter" and the resulting need 
for last minute rescheduling, all five speak
ers managed to address nearly full houses 
on the state of the State oflsrael. 

Rabbi Jim 
Rosenberg 

Israeli scholar Sam 
Lehman-Wilzig, who 
teaches in the Department 
of Political Studies at Bar 
llan University in Ramat
Gan and who writes a reg
ular column for The Jewish 
Voice & H erald, led off the 
series with a brilliant two
part lecture. In part one he 
demonstrated the impos
sibility of achieving peace 

between the Israelis and the Palestinians, 
while in the second part he affirmed the 
virtual inevitability of a peaceful resolution 
of the conflict. When questioned about the 
obvious contradiction in his presentation, 
Lehman-Wilzig responded that his view
point depended upon whether he was feel
ing pessimistic or optimistic. 

The second speaker, Dr. Kayed KhaW, 
a Framingham, Mass. chiropractor, is a 
Muslim Palestinian who is married to a 
Jewish woman. The strength of his talk was 
not intellectual but psychological; he offered 
us a sense of what it means to be a Palestin
ian Muslim living in the United States. The 
emotional depth and sincerity of his words 
demonstrated the truth of the ancient rab
binic dictum, "Words which come from the 
heart enter the heart." 

I was both surprised and encouraged 
that the third speaker in the series, Daniel 
Kohl, J Street's vice president of political 
affairs, and the fifth and final speaker, Nate 
Beecher, political director of AIPAC New 
England, were courteous and polite when 
making reference to each other's organiza
tion. While some members of AIPAC seek 
to demonize the members of J Street and 

visa versa, both Kohl and Beecher chose to 
stress those areas in which the two groups 
might join together in common cause. 

Robert Satloff, who received his Jewish 
education at Temple Emanu-El, and is the 
executive director of the Washington Insti
tute for Near East Policy since 1993, had a 
particularly difficult task as fourth speaker. 

Just days before Satloff's talk, Egypt's 
President Mubarak had been forced to step 
down as a result of the popular revolution 
centered at Cairo's Tahrir Square. The situ
ation was fluid, the outcomes difficult to 
predict. What did all this turmoil mean for 
Israel? Satloffheld us firmly in his grip for 
a full 90 minutes with his impressive com
mand of the facts and his equally impressive 
analytical acumen. 

"They are to be praised 
for ensuring that al1 
five evenings were 

marked by civility and 
mutual respect." 

Rabbis Wayne Franklin and Joel Seltzer, 
along with Dr. Nina Tannenwald, associ
ate research professor of international rela
tions at Brown's Watson Institute and an 
active member of Temple Emanu-EI, are to 

, be praised for arranging such an engaging 
program for our community. They are to be 
especially praised for ensuring that all five 
evenings were marked by a tone of civility 
and mutual respect. Many of the questions 
from the audience were pointed and chal
lenging - as well they should be, but not 
once were the proceedings marred by rancor 
or hostility. 

The level of civility at Temple Emanu-El 
stands in marked contrast to the experiences 
of some other New England synagogues 
that have tried to hold discussions on the 
contentious issues related to the State of 
Israel. For example, a number of months 
ago, as J Street was just beginning to make 
itself felt in the American Jewish commu
nity, when a large synagogue in Massachu
setts held a program about this new player 

Letters 

on the Jewish scene, some congregants 
erupted into booing and shouting. 

Even worse, last Nov. 17, Temple Beth 
Avodah in Newton, Mass., abruptly can
celled its invitation to J Street's President, 
Jeremy Ben Ami, just a day before he was 
scheduled to speak. According to Beth 
Avodah 's Rabbi Keith Stein, because of 
the vociferous objections of a small but 
influential group in the synagogue, hold
ing the program as planned could "threaten 
the fabric of the congregation." Strike one 
more blow against the principle of freedom 
of speech. 

Of course, there is more than enough 
vitriol in certain segments of our own local 
Jewish community. Just recently I received 
an email from a concerned friend stating, 
"Your group U Street] is a canceron the soul 
of the Jewish people." 

I responded to his email by suggesting 
"boiling hot diatribe will not further the 
cause of mutual understanding." 

To which my concerned friend added in 
a follow-up email: "Your organization U 
Street] is pitiful .. .I think you've tied your
self to a group that uses you and all good 
'progressives' much as Lenin used his camp 
followers as 'useful idiots.'" 

I am willing to concede to my friend 
that his fierce condemnation of J Street 
is grounded in his love for Israel and the 
Jewish people; to him, J Street is a Trojan 
horse for anti-Israel activists. Nevertheless, 
it seems obvious to me that the quality of 
our dialogue would be greatly improved if 
he would tone down his rhetoric. 

The ongoing debate within our Jewish 
community is what the rabbis of old called a 
"makhloket l'shem shamayim," "a controversy 
for the sake of heaven." 

What is at stake is nothing less than 
the quality of Jewish life both in Israel 
and here in the diaspora. Back in 1967, in 
her powerful hit song, the Qyeen of Soul, 
Aretha Franklin, spelled out precisely what 
is needed to keep our current controversy 
focused upon constructive goals: R-E-S-P
E-C-T, RESPECT! 

James B. Rosenberg is rabbi emeritus at 
Temple Habonim in Barrington. Contact him 
at rabbiemeritus@templehabonim.org. 

What AIPAC should say about 'settlements' 

A' PARTHEID" and "death squads" 
are deplorable - on that Professor 
Nina Tannenwald and I agree. But 

if Tannenwald truly finds them reprehen
sible {Tannenwald 's letter in the March 
18 issue, "AIPAC should oppose settle
ments"), why doesn't she argue in favor of 
"settlements" rather than against them? 

For what is the effort to convert Judea 
and Samaria into judenrein if not an effort 
at "apartheid?" And what sort of squad 
was it, if not a "death squad," that slit the 
throats of the Fogel family on March 11 
for daring to live in the Samarian village 

ofltamar? (Mother, father and three chil
dren - ages 11, 4 and 3-months - were all 
murdered. Their bodies were found by a 
surviving child, age 12.) 

If AIPAC ever decides to speak out on 
settlements, it might consider saying this: 
"There were no 'settlements' before 1967, 
and there was no peace. Israel withdrew 
from its security zone in Lebanon in 2000 
and got war in 2006. It withdrew from 
Gaza in 2005 and got war in 2008-09. If it 
withdraws from the West Bank it will also 
get war - but this time it won't have mili
tari ly defensible boundaries. Perhaps if it 

SEND US YOUR LETTERS .... 
The Voice & Herald welcomes letters from our readers. Send letters (no 
more than 250 words, please) to nkirsch@shalomri.org or The Voice & r. 
Herald, 401 Elmgrove Ave., Providence, RI 02906. UI 

Letters must be signed and may be edited for content and length. I 
wwwjvhri.org 

insists instead on secure borders - and keeps 
those settlements that are indispensable to 
its defense - peace may yet stand a chance." 

Dr.Jack Schwartzwald 
North Kingstown 

Mission of 
The Jewish _ 

Voice & Herald 

THE MISSION of The Jewish 
Voice & Herald is to communicat 
Jewish news, ideas and ideals b 

connecting and giving voice to the diverse 
views of the Jewish community in Rhod 
Island and Southeastern Massachusetts, 
while adhering to Jewish values and th 
professional standards of journalism. 



OPINION 

Jewish issues 
take many forms 

.NECENT LETTER complains 
hat The Jewish Voice & Herald 

becoming a platform for the 
emocratic Pany with a leftist 

agenda that alienates conservatives; the letter 
writer uses my last column and me as his 
prime example. 

I admit to being an economic liberal. In 
fact, I'm proud of it. I think that taxing the 

wealthy to support public 
programs such as bridge 
repair, heath insurance, 
medical research, etc. is all 
to the good. I think that 
former President George 
W. Bush was right on target 
when the announced that 
his form of conservatism 

Josh was "Compassionate con-
__ S_t_e_in __ servatism," suggesting that 

the other kind, the usual 
kind, the Reagan kind, is not. It's too bad that 
his words were lip service only. 

In his 1988 acceptance speech when nomi
nated by the Republicans to run for presi
dent, George H . W . Bush talked of making 
America a kinder, gentler nation. Although 
that upset Reagan acolytes, he, too, was on to 
something. D o liberals have all the answers? 
N o. D o I disagree with some liberal posi-
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I am a Jewish humanist 
tions? Yes. fu to being called a liberal or a and you'll find the same thing. Is Smith not 
conservative, I think the terms have lost their Jewish enough' OK, try. 
meanings. "Justice, justice thou shall pursue," is or 

Given the choice, I'll define myself as a ought to be a familiar quotation. It's from 
"humanist" by which I mean someone in an old book my critic might once have read. 
the tradition of Cicero, Gandhi, and Martin Each Yorn Kippur, we chant from Isruah 
Luther King, someone who believes that if an about treating our workers frurly and find 
action liberates human- ________________ nothing with which 

ity it is positive; if it Governor Walker and 
retards it, if it enslaves, "What does the Lord his ilk would agree. 
it is to be opposed. If f Jeremiah's explanation 
humanist is too vague, require O you? To walk for the coming destruc-

just call me Jewish. humbly with your God." tion of Jerusalem and 
So, in my last the Temple was that 

column, I started out --------- ------- masters were enslaving 
by discussing union- their workers. Micah, 
busting in Wisconsin and elsewhere and another Jew, asks, "What does the Lord 
then segued to the Triangle Shirtwrust fire. require of you? To act justly and to love mercy 
Where's the Jewish content? My critic wants and to walk humbly with your God." Does 
"to hear about Jewish news and interests in this include depriving people of their rights 
the paper." In the Forward, a Jewish newspa- so that the wealthy can become wealthier? Is 
per, Leonard Fein, a Jew, writes in his March Moses Jewish enough? Read what he has to 
2 column about "Sam Gompers, David say about Egyptian labor practices and about 
Dubinsky... Albert Shanker... Andy Stern, how Jews in their own land should treat 
Randi Weingarten and a host of others who gleaners. 
have played - and still play - central roles Too old-fashioned? There's Abraham 
in America's labor history ... [Labor] is ... a Joshua H eschel who marched with Dr. 
Jewish issue because justice is everywhere and Martin Luther King, Jr. in Selma, Ala.; 
always a Jewish issue." Who can disagree? Michael Schwerner and Andrew Good-
You don't have to be a Marxist to know that man who, along with James Cheney, were 
the ruthless exploitation of the worker is not lynched. They were two Jews and a black man 
only immoral, but economically counter- murdered in Philadelphia, Miss. because they 
productive. Just read Adam Smith's "On the tried to register African-Americans to vote. 
W ealth of Nations," that primer of capitalism Not by liberals. When Ronald Reagan, that 

REFLECTIONS OF/IN ISRAEL 

demigod of the modern conservative move
ment began his quest for the presidency as 
the Republican candidate, in 1980 he went 
first to Philadelphia, Miss. of all places, and 
proclrumed that he believed in states' rights, a 
code word in those days (and maybe in ours) 
for segregation. He was a conservative; I'm 
not, I'm a Jewish humanist, and if being a 
humanist offends those who are not, such is 
life. 

If there are conservative Jews who in the 
modem context place the greed of the land 
owner above the rights of the gleaner, who do 
not walk humbly with their God, who do not 
place justice before all other considerations, 
are they living up to the standards set before 
them by generations of greatness? Or have 
they succumbed to Mammon, like the Jewish 
owners of the Triangle Shirtwaist factory, 
Max Blanck and Isaac Harris? They were 
union-busters who locked poor immigrant 
girls into their factory and escaped while 146 
of them died within a few minutes, jump
ing out of the building, crushed agrunst the 
bolted doors, of burns and smoke inhalation. 

Blanck and Harris were found not guilty 
of manslaughter by a jury of their peers, other 
people who, as Abraham Cahan, another Jew, 
reminded us, were businessmen, salesmen 
and rent-collectors, not poor Jewish women 
denied the rights of collective bargruning. 

josh Stein is a professor of history at R oger Wil
liams University. Contact him at jstein@rwu. 
edu.vv 

Zionists, anti-Zionists, post-Zionists ... TWO YEARS AGO, as a visit
ing Israeli professor at Brown 
University, I taught a course 
called "Zionism, Anti-Zionism & 

Post-Zionism." I now realize that I missed 
an important category - one that everyone 
else seems to have missed as well, for reasons 
that I will explrun shortly. 

Zionism has always 
stood for ingathering of the 
Jewish exiles to the Land of 
Israel. Over the years, large 
parts of the Arab world 
(some would argue, all of 
it) began to fight Z ion
ism in practice, and even 
in theory, arguing fi rst, the 
Jews had no real "history" 
in that land (yes, even a few 
months ago, we heard "seri
ous" contentions that the 

Jews had no real connection to the Western 
Wall, not to mention the Temple Mount), 
and second, even if they did, that was a long 
time ago - why should Palestinians specifi
cally and Arabs in general have to pay for 
what Europeans did to the Jews? These are 
the anti-Zionists. 

A third approach - more recent than the 
other two - is "post-Zionism." This ideology 
does not deny the legitimacy of the State of 
Israel, but argues that Z ionism's historic role 
is basically over, for two reasons. First , there 
aren't many Jews left in the world who are 
potential olim, and second, Israel has become 
a multicultural, multireligious, multiracial 
society, so that it no longer can be viewed as 
a country devoted mainly to the redemption 
of persecuted Jews. Post-Zionists don't want 
to throw Israelis into the sea; they just think 
that the country no longer should be identi-

fied as a Jewish State. 
Who's missi ng in all this? Everyone who 

supports Israel but doesn't live there. Over
seas Jews don't like to hear this, but anyone 
who does not live in Israel cannot be a "Zion
ist" by definition, for the reason I mentioned 

"Calling all these 
overseas ardent Zionism
lovers, as well as lsraeli

society-integrated 
haredim, 'Pro-Zionists' 
would go a long way to 
removing a 'semantic' 
bone of contention." 

above. H owever, they certainly aren't anti
or post-, so what are they (i.e. "you" - almost 
all readers of The Jewish Voice & H erald)? I 
would like to suggest a new categorization: 
Pro-Zionists. 

This would eliminate a huge area of con
troversy between Israel and its overseas 
supporters. For starters, many are not even 
Jewish, so that they couldn't automatically 
become Israeli citizens even if they did move 
to Israel. Second, what do we call the hun
dreds of thousands of Israelis who now live 
in the diaspora? Zionists - when they actu
ally left Israel? Certainly not, and yet they 
overwhelmingly support Israel and Zionism. 

Third, and most important, there has 
always been great tension between Israe-

lis living in Israel and Israel's diaspora
born Jewish supporters regarding how the 
latter fit in the Zionist scheme of things. 
For instance, when Prime Minister David 
Ben-Gurion gave a major speech to all the 
American Jewish leaders at Carnegie Hall 
in the 1950s, he was asked at the end what 
Israel's three main needs were. His response: 
"First, we need more olim; second, we need 
more Jews to move to and live in Israel; and 
only then do we come to our third need: still 
more Jewish immigrants!" Needless to say, 
his American audience was not pleased ... 

A nd while we're at it, there happens to be 
another large population group that some
how doesn't fit into any of the traditional 
three categories: many (but not all) Israeli 
ultra-Orthodox, especially the Sephardim. 
For theological reasons (the Messiah has not 
arrived, and only he or H e can establish a 
renewed Jewish State), they cannot accept 
the nomenclature "Zionist." On the other 
hand, they have come a long way since their 
ardent anti-Zionism of yesteryear: They vote 
in Israeli elections, they are bona fide citizens 
of the country, they are found in all echelons 

of the polity (except "Minister" because they 
cannot accept "collective responsibility" for 
policies that undercut halakhah), and they 
have even begun serving in the Israeli army 
and attending state-subsidized academic 
colleges! 

In short, calling all these overseas ardent 
Zionism-lovers, as well as Israeli-society
integrated haredim, "Pro-Zionists" would go 
a long way to removing a "semantic" bone 
of contention. For Jews residing in Israel, 
it does not dilute the essence of Zionism 
- and even ameliorates animosity towards 
the ultra-Orthodox; for overseas Jews and 
others, it removes the deleterious, dichoto
mous, ideological choice of "all or nothing" 
- either you're in Israel or you don't count. 
Among friends - no less than between ene
mies - what we call each other matters a lot. 

Professor Sam Lehman-Wilzig teaches at 
Bar-lion University in Israel. In 2008-09 he 
was Schusterman Visiting Professor at Brown 
University. Visit his Web site: www.profilw. 
com 

Our editorial policy 
WANT OUR 

pinion pages to 
epresent our read

ers' vibrant diversity of ideas 
and opinions. Thus, our edi
torial policy is as follows: The 
Voice & Herald may publish 
thoughtful and informative 
contributors' columns (op
eds) and letters to the editor 
on issues of interest to our 
Jewish community. At our 

discretion, we may edit pieces 
for publication or refuse pub
lication. 

Letters and columns, 
whether from our regular 
contributors or from guest 
columnists, represent the 
views of the authors; they 
do not represent the views of 
The Jewish Voice & Herald 
or the Jewish Alliance of 
Greater Rhode Island 

Send letters (250 words, at 
most) and op-eds (700 words 
or shorter) to Nancy Kirsch 
at nkirsch@shalomri.org 
(Subject Line: OPINIONS) 
or Nancy Kirsch, The Voice 
& Herald, 401 Elmgrove 
Ave., Providence, RI 02906. 
Please include your name, 
city of residence and (not fur 
publication) a contact phone 
number or email. 

wwwjvhri.org .. , .. 
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Poland must return Nazi-confiscated properties 

Restitution is 
long overdue 
Bv DANIEL SCHATZ 

STOCKHOLM, Sweden UTA) -
My childhood was full of magical, 
well-known tales about characters 
like Tevye the Millcrnan, as well as 
tales of love and joy and everyday 
life in the shtet/s of Poland, told with 
warmth and wit by my grandpar
ents. 

There were Moyshe and Sorale 
and F eygele from the shtet/ of 
Zamosc; people I never met but 
who were brought to life through 
my grandparents' stories. Some of 
them became my childhood heroes. 

As a little boy yet unaware of 
Auschwitz, I wondered about my 
grandmother's sadness: Even when 
telling funny stories, she seemed 
to laugh with one eye and cry with 
the other. I don't remember when 
I found out that all the characters, 
so alive in these vivid stories, were 
murdered in Auschwitz. 

Properties seized by the Nazis and 
nationalized by the Polish Commu
nist government after World War II 
is their only legacy. 

In recent years I have had sev
eral opportunities to visit former 
Polish shtetls, including the town of 
Zamosc, where my grandmother's 
family lived before the Holocaust. 
These villages are places where 
Jewish memory has been turned 
into history. 

On a one-lane street leading to 
a small house on Utica Gesia in 
Zamosc, I found the house where 
the Zalcman family once lived. It 
was from this house that my rela
tives Moshe, Henale and Avrum 
Zalcman were deported to the death 
camp of Belzec, just a few dozen 

kilometers away, in July i942. 
There are no Jews in Zamosc 

today. No sign of a once-thriving 
Jewish life is present. The only 
memories left of Tevye the Millc
man, Feter Moyshe and my own 
family's legacy - as well as thou
sands of other Jews - are the seized 
and nationalized properties. 

It is estimated that there are more 
than 170,000 private properties 
held in Poland that were wrongfully 
seized from Jewish victims. The 
properties have an estimated value 
of billions of dollars, according to 
a report by experts from the busi
ness sector, nonprofit and nongov
ernmental organizations at Israel's 
request. 

More than 60 years after the end 
of World War II and the liberation 
of the extermination camps, no 
viable solution has been found to 
resolve the critical issue of restitu
tion. 

Poland was among the main vic
tims of azi Germany: Six million 
of its citizens - half of them Jews 
- were murdered by the Germans. 
Since regaining its independence 
in 1989, joining NATO and enter
ing the European Union, Poland 
has established itself as a model 
for democracy in Eastern Europe 
and throughout the world. The free 
Polish Republic has also established 
exceptionally close and constructive 
diplomatic relations with Israel and 
the United States. 

Poland's reputation as a force for 
moral good would be made greater 
by reaching a just settlement, 
acceptable to all parties, on the issue 
of restitution of private property 
seized from Polish Jews. 

As stressed by Wladyslaw Barto
szewski at the Prague Conference 
on Holocaust-Era Assets in June 

Letters 
Flying the American flag 

IN THE MARCH 4 issue of 
The Jewish Voice & Herald, 
there is a picture of Eliezer 

Feinberg presenting his campaign 
speech at Providence Hebrew Day 
School, on page 13. 

Unfortunately, the American flag 
sharing the podium with the Israeli 
flag is hanging backwards. The flag 
should be reversed, so that the stars 
are hanging in the upper left-hand 
corner. 

D ave Littmann 
Falmouth, Mass. 

Octogenar~an has fond m emories 

IN THE DEC. 24, 2010 issue 
of The Jewish Voice & Herald, 
I read Geraldine Segal Foster's 

story, "How she met her husband." 
Her maiden name of Segal brought 
many memories to me from days 
gone by. 

In my "early" teens, I attended 
the Workmen's Circle School, 
known as the "Arbiter Ring Shu!," 
where I attended Jewish classes in 
downtown Providence. My favorite 
teacher was Bernard "Beryl" Segal, 

who was Geraldine's beloved father, 
of blessed memory, who also was a 
contributor to the Jewish Herald. 

From a teenager then - to an 
octogenarian now - I'm still prac
ticing my Yiddish with the Yiddish 
Shmooz club at the JCC. 

I'm looking forward to many 
Rhode Islanders or former ones 
sending in their fond memories to 
The Jewish Voice & Herald or in 
letters to the editor. 

Miriam Snell 
Providence 

WAS YOUR FAMILY'S PROPERTY 
TAKEN DURING THE HOLOCAUST? 

2009, every post-1989 government 
of independent Poland has dis
cussed the issue of property restitu
tion, but lacked the determination 
or political will to finalize and pass 
these legislative efforts. 

Shockingly, Poland's state trea
sury announced recently that it has 

The Polish government must 
revise its immoral and illegal deci
sion and pass comprehensive legis
lation providing for the complete 
restitution of assets stolen by the 
Nazis and the Communist govern
ment. The advanced age of remain
ing Holocaust survivors makes the 

"Even when telling funny stories, 
she seemed to laugh with one eye 

and cry with the other." 

suspended work on property res
titution legislation. Whereas most 
Central and Eastern European 
countries have adopted legislation 
to provide for the restitution of or 
compensation for confiscated prop
erty, Poland still stands out for its 
failure and lack of political will to 
do so. 

Poland won't move forward on 
legislation for "financial reasons." 
This is an absurd argument, as 
Poland has experienced one of the 
strongest economic growths within 
the European Union during the 
past years. 

matter all the more urgent and the 
need to act all the more pressing. 

The international standards are 
clear. The overriding principle that 
emerged in the immediate post
war period in Western Europe and 
was enacted in Allied decrees and 
legislation that has continued to 
this day (see the German Property 
Law 1990) is that property that was 
taken from Jewish owners and their 
heirs must be returned, with inter
est, to their former Jewish owners. 
A wrong was committed; the wrong 
must be remedied. 

The European Convention of 

Human Rights (1953), which the 
Republic of Poland has ratified, 
states in Article 1, "Every natural or 
legal person is entitled to the peace
ful enjoyment of his possessions." 
The convention makes it absolutely 
clear that "no one shall be deprived 
of his possessions except in the 
public interest and subject to the 
conditions provided for by law and 
by the general principles of interna
tional law." 

These principles were reinforced 
in the Terezin Declaration of June 
2009, ratified by 46 countries 
including Poland, which estab
lished clear guidelines for the res
titution of private and communal 
assets forcibly seized during the 
Holocaust. The declaration stresses 
the utmost importance of resolving 
"private property claims of Holo
caust victi ms concerning immov
able property of former owners, 
heirs or successors... in a fair, 
comprehensive and nondiscrimi
natory manner consistent with rel
evant national law and regulations, 
as well as international agreements." 

The remaining ghosts of the past 
must be fought and old offenses 
must be compensated. It is high time 
that Poland honors the memory of 
those who were murdered during 
the Nazi tyranny, and brings justice 
to the survivors and their heirs by 
rectifying the wrongful expropria
tions of property by the Nazi and 
Communist regimes. 

By intensifying our efforts to 
return the confiscated properties to 
their rightful owners and by honor
ing the memory of the past, we safe
guard the fundamental principles of 
tolerance, freedom and democracy
and help ensure that no child in the 
future will have to learn his child
hood heroes were annihilated. 

Daniel Schatz is a doctoral candi
date in political science and a member 
of the World Jewish Diplomatic Corps. 
He is a visiting fallow this spring at 
Stanford University. 

Governor Scott Walker is the taxpayer's voice 

IMAGINE AN organization, 
claiming to protect your 
rights, taking cash from your 
paycheck and funneling it 

to candidates you opposed. Such 
is the condition of "closed shop" 
public sector unions in Wisconsin. 

Public sector workers are tax
payer employees. In most states, 
public sector workers have better 
wage and benefit packages than 
in the private sector. They may 
also vote their bosses out of office. 
Public sector unions use money 
collected from workers to elect 
candidates to grant them generous 
contracts. If a private sector union 
causes costs to rise beyond what 
the company can pay, the company 
can relocate or go out of business. 
People may boycott the products. 
Government does not go out of 
business, and taxpayers cannot 
refuse to pay. 

wwwjvhri.org 

Josh Stein ("Free speech isn't 
free ," in the March 18 issue) dis
ingenuously used the story of the 
Triangle Shirtwaist Company fire 
to support union control of govern
ment spending. Two consecutive 
Democrat Rhode Island treasur
ers have said our pension liabilities 
are unsustainable. The Securities 
and Exchange Commission is now 
investigating. 

In Providence, a liberal Demo
crat mayor resorted to draconian 
measures as a result of union 
contracts out of touch with real
ity. If revenues are low, the usual 
politician response based on fear of 
union electoral clout is to promise 
a generous pension to be paid in 
the future. 

The future is now. States and 
cities cannot pay the bills. They 
cannot relocate or go out of busi
ness. Public sector unions go on 

strike to raise our taxes. Enough 
is enough. Wisconsin Governor 
Scott Walker is the voice of the 
taxpayer. 

Farrel I. Klein 
Providence 

Corrections 
Kenneth S. Korr, M.D., is the 
clinical director, Division of 
Cardiology, The Miriam Hos
pital. A story in the March 18 
issue, " Open heart surgery to 
cease at The Miriam Hospital," 
incorrectly reported his title 
as the director of the cardiac 
catheterization laboratory at 
The Miriam. 

Ursula Weimersheimer's name 
was misspelled in "Advancing 
age doesn't impede enthusi
asm," in the March 18 issue. 
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'' I have been teaching people how to 
swim at the JCC pool for more than 30 
years. Chances are, if I taught your child 
how to swim, I probably taught you, too! 

My name is Patty Gold. 

,, 

I am the Alliance. 

« Patty Gold, Aquatics Director, JCC pool 

I am the Alliance. 

We are Jewish tradition and values at work in daily 

life. We are social justice, lifelong Jewish learning, 

and loving kindness. We are a daily commitment 

to create healthier minds, bodies and community. 

We are Tzedakah and Tikkun 0/am. Through the 
Annual Community Campaign, our donations 

fund more than 300 programs and services that 

support and enhance Jewish life in Rhode Island, in 

Israel, and around the world. We are the Alliance. 

Jewish Alliance 
OF GREATER RHODE ISLAND 

Together, we are stronger. 

401 Elmgrove Avenue Providence, RI 02906 www.Shalomri.org 

wwwjvhri.org 
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AsKKJT 

Hosting an 
interfaith seder 

COMMUNITY 

Passover is an 
at-home holiday 

Dear Kit, 
Q; I'M HOSTING A SEDER 
at my house for the first time this 
year, and I'd really like to include 
my Catholic family in the event. 
My parents have never been to a 
seder. D o you have any sugges
tions for how to make it more 
comfortable or less daunting for 
them? 
A: Passover is actually one of 
the best opportunities to share 
a Jewish holiday with fami ly 
(and friends) who are not Jewish . 
There are many reasons for this. 

Passover is celebrated in the 
home. Thus, there are no unfa
miliar buildings guests need to 
enter for the first time. 

Right in the haggadah, the book 
we read from during the Passover 
seder, there is an invitation to all 
comers, as we read, "Let all who 
are hungry come and eat." 

Passover is a story about libera
tion, which can be (and has been) 
broadened to include many liber
ations besides the Exodus of the 
Israelites from slavery in Egypt 
(think Darfur, for example). 

If you're the host, you're in 
charge. There are many hagga
dot to choose from. And even 
once you have one, you can gear 
your seder to the ages and back
grounds of its participants. 

As I think about it, I realize 
I have never hosted a seder (and 
I've been doing them for about 
20 years) where only Jews were 
present. We used one haggadah 
geared to young children, for 
many years, then we changed t6 
another. Finally, I put togethir 

I one that fit the needs of the gr9up 
; 

I 
.I 

Two synagogues host 
community seders 

BY W ENDY ) DER ING 

wjoering@shalomri.org 

MANY PEOPLE 
have asked in recent 
weeks: "Is there any
where I can go for a 

community Passover seder?" 
Temple Am David in Warwick 

and Temple Habonim in Bas
rington both have second night 
seders that ase open to the com
munity. For more information on 
the specifics, please contact them 
directly; see information below. If 
neither of these options work for 
you, please contact me. For those 
of you who would like to be a host 
family for individuals or people 
looking for a place to go, please 
email or call me. 

at my house by copying, cutting 
and pasting parts of several hag
gadot that we liked best. 

There are, of course, ways of 
maximizing the comfort of those 
at your seder who are not Jewish: 

Be sure to choose a hagga
dah that also has all the H ebrew 
words in transliteration. 

Explain to guests of other 
religions (your parents in this 
case) beforehand exactly what to 
expect, from the themes, to the 
kinds of readings and rituals, to 
how long it will be until the food 
is served. RABBI ALVAN and MARCIA KAUNFER 

Have everyone participate in 
the reading of the haggadah. At 
my house, we've always gone 
around the table and taken turns 
(but we don't make people who 
can't read H ebrew do those parts 
alone - even in transliteration). 
Another idea is to give out parts 
in advance. W e always know 
who's goi ng to ask the four ques
tions; why not do that with some 
other parts as well? 

The value of a Jewish day school 

A great resource where you 
can find more help fo r putting 
together an interfaith family
friendly seder is www.interfaith
family.com. 

Send your questions about inter
faith family issues to Kit H aspel 
at khaspe!@shalomri. org. Kit is 
1he Mothers Circle coordinator in 
Rhode I sland. 

1he Mothers Circle, a program 
of the Jewish Outreach Institute far 
non-Jewish women raising Jewish 
children, is coordinated locally by the 
Jewish Alliance of Greater R hode 
Island and is generously funded by 
the Helene and Bertram Bernhardt 
Foundation and the Jewish Alliance 
of Greater Rhode I sland. 

]CDS fosters 
a culture of 

exploration and 
creativity 

BY BHIAN SULLIVAN 

bsullivan@shalomri.org 

PROVIDENCE - What makes 
a Jewish day school education so 
valuable? D ay schools offer a chal
lenging dual curriculum of general 
and Judaic studies that encourage 
creativity and critical thinking in 
an atmosphere of Jewish ethics 
and morality. "I am constantly 
impressed by the deep, thought
provoking questions posed by 
both students and teachers," said 
Renee Rudnick, Jewish Commu
nity D ay School of Rhode Island 
QCDS) head of school. "This is 
a cultuse in which students are 
encouraged to question, explore, 
analyze, think creatively and apply 
their knowledge." 

"JCDS has really been the 
focus of my entire caseer," said 

AsKWENDY 

Marcia Kaunfer, a teacher at the 
school (now the JCDS, and before 
that, the Ruth and Max Alperin 
Schecter Day School, the Solo
mon Schechter Day School and 
the Conservative Jewish Day 
School of Rhode Island) since 
1978 and a Jewish educator since 
1966. "Our Jewish day school is a 
multi-denominational community 
school - it's a big factor in making 
our community what it is." 

According to the Jewish Day 
School Advocacy Forum Web 
site, (www.jdaf.net), studies have 
successfully documented that chil
dren who graduate from Jewish 
day schools enter mainstream 
American universities, graduate 
schools and careers with great ease 
and success. 

"We have many generations of 
graduates out in the community 
who really appreciate what they 
gained through UCDS] over the 
yeass," said Rabbi Alvan Kaunfer, 
the first directorofJCDS and rabbi 
emeritus at Temple Emanu-El 
in Providence. JCDS' graduates 
have gone on to attend some of 

Passover advice and recipes 
Q; Can you give me an easy and you think it is going to burn take it Road, Basrington, 245-6536, will 
delicious Passover dessert recipes? out!) host a second night community 
A: Whenever Passover comes Sprinkle a 12-ounce bag of choc- seder at 6:30 p.m. on April 19. The 
asound and desserts ase men- olate chips on the matzah. Turn off event is free, please bring a food 
tioned, I immediately think of my the oven and place the sheet back donation for Tap-In, a Barrington 
good friend Lisa Shorr's recipe for into the oven for a couple of min- food pantry. For more information, 
matzah bark! It is so good I could utes - just until the chips get really contact office@templehabonirn.org 
eat it all yeas round! I have made soft or start to melt a little. or visit www.templehabonim.org. 
it for so many people and everyone Take out the sheet and spread the PASSOVER IN THE MATZAH AISLE 
always compliments it. I hope you chocolate with a spatula. At this 
enjoy it as much as I do. point some people like to sprinkle 

Line a baking sheet with foil nuts on, but I leave it just as is! 
(wrapped tightly) and spray with Let cool and enjoy! 

non-stick cooking spray. SYNAGOGUES' INFORMATION 
Break about 6 pieces of matzah 

• Temple Am David, a Conser
into chunks and place on the baking 
sheet. vative synagogue at 40 Gardiner St. 

(entrance to parking lot is on Astral 
Heat one cup of light brown Ave.), Warwick, 463-7944, will 

sugar and two sticks of margarine 
about three minutes until mixture host a seder at 6 p.m. on Tuesday, 

April 19. There is a fee; contact can
just comes to a boil. 

Drizzle all over the matzah. torrick@templeamdavid.org or visit 
www.templeamdavid.org. 

Place in a 400 degree oven for 7 
• Temple Habonim, a Reform 

minutes (watch for burning, and if 
synagogue at 165 New Meadow 

wwZ..,jvhri.org 

This is the second year that the 
Jewish community in Rhode Island 
is participating in "Passover in the 
Matzah Aisle" a program of the 
Jewish Outreach Institute. This is a 
wonderful way to connect to people 
who may not know all about the 
services that our Jewish community 
has to offer. The week before Pass-
over, I will be in several local mar
kets to answer questions for those 
who want to know what's happen
ing in our community. So while you 
ase doing your shopping the week of 
April 10, look in the matzah aisle -

the top colleges and universities 
in the country, including Harvard, 
Yale, Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, Columbia, Brown 
and Rhode Island School of 
Design, among others. 

"There are people moving into 
the Providence and Rhode Island 
area just because they know that a 
community day school education 
is available to them," said Rabbi 
Kaunfer. "I'd like to thank the 
entire community for supporting 
this very important Jewish and 
Jewish educational enterprise in 
the Rhode Island area," he said. 
"It gives young families options in 
Jewish education." 

Your generous donations to the 
Annual Community Campaign help 
support Jewish education. 1heJewish 
Community Day School (www. 
jcdsri. org) is a partner agency of the 
Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode 
Island. 

Brian Sullivan is a marketing 
associate for the Alliance. 

Wendy 
j oering is 
the Jewish 
community 
concierge. 
Contact her 
at wjoering@ 
shalomri.org 
or 421-4111, 
ext. 169. 
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"Can you believe 
I was here before 
the treadmill?" 

BY Bn1 AN Su u , JVAN 

bsullivan@shalomri.org 

PROVIDENCE - The price of 
oil went from $18 to $24 a barrel. 
Three Mile Island experienced 
a partial core nuclear meltdown. 
Egypt's Anwar Sadat and Israel 's 
Menachem Begin signed the first 
peace treaty between an Arab 
nation and the Jewish state. Sony 
introduced the W alkman. M any 
events happened in 1979, includ
ing the beginning of Patty G old 's 
career as the aquatics director at 
the ] -Fitness pool. 

Gold was initially hired as the 
assistant health and physical edu
cation director/aquatics director. 
"So much has changed since then," 
said G old. "Then you had to walk 
20 laps around the gymnasium to 
walk a mile. N ow we have tread
mills - can you believe I was here 
before the treadmill?" 

A seasoned professional in the 
health and fitness field, she is 
an American Red Cross swim 
instructor certified to teach exer-

Jewish Council for 
Public Affairs Plenum 

recognizes CRC 

B Y M 1nTY CoOPE n 

mcooper@shalomri.org 

PROVIDENC E - A delegation 
of six Rhode Islanders from the 
Community Relations C ouncil 
(CRC) of the Jewish Alliance of 
Greater Rhode Island attended 
this year's Jewish C ouncil for 
Public Affairs OCPA) Plenum in 
W ashington, D .C . The Plenum, 
wh ich also included a visit to C api
tol Hill to visit and lobby Rhode 
Island's congressional delegation, 
was held on March 5 - 8 at The 
Mayflower Renaissance H otel. 

At this year's Plenum, the Rhode 
Island CRC received an honorable 
mention for the Israel Innova
tion and Technology program it 
sponsored last year. The CRC also 
proposed an amendment to a reso
lution concerning the Israeli-Pal
estinian Peace Process that passed 
unanimously. M axine Richman, 
one of the six members of the del
egation, chaired a workshop on 
advocacy to reduce poverty. 

While the speakers, including 
Israel 's Ambassador to the United 
States Michael Oren, were high 
profile, the program focused on 
key issues: civility, Israel, (i nclud
ing the discussion on the boycott, 
delegitimization and sanctions, 
BDS, as well as political turmoil 
in the Middle East and its possible 
impact on Israel), social justice, 
human rights and government 
relations. 

'I am the Alliance' 

/Ali sa Grace Photogra phy 

PATTY GOLD (right) aquatics director, is in her element - a swim class at the J-Fitness pool. 

cise on land and in the water. "I 
teach everyone from babies to 
seniors," said Gold. 

Reflecting on the most memo
rable moments in her 30-plus years 
at the pool, Gold said , "There are 

too many to pick just one." But 
Gold is most proud of the people 
who participate in the water exer
cise classes and Aquarobics classes. 
"If we don't rock, they don't come 
back," said Gold. "W e challenge 

them, and believe me, it's a chal
lenge!" 

Gold says that the relation
ships mean the most to her. "I've 
watched so many people grow up 
here. These relationships are price-

Six Rhode Islanders attend D .C. conference 
The Plenum began Saturday 

evening, M arch 5 with a panel 
discussion on campus life for 
Jewish students led by four college 
students. I n the past two years, 
campuses have been focal points 
for the BDS movement against 
Israel. Un iversities such as Brown 
Un iversity have been targeted due 
to their high profiles and political 
activism on the campuses. 

"Chances are if 1 
taught your child 
how to swim, 1 
probably taught 

you, too!" 

less to me - I could cry thinking 
about them." 

Looking to the future, G old is 
excited about the expanding chil
dren's swim tea m. "This fall the 
] -Fitness pool will be a part of 
a competitive swim league, and 
we're starting an Adult M asters 
Swim program - it's like a swim 
team for adults." 

Asked what 'I am the Alliance' 
means to her, G old replied, "I have 
been teaching people how to swi m 
at the pool for more than 30 years. 
C hances are if I taught your ch ild 
how to swim, I probably taught 
you, too!" 

Brian Sullivan is a marketing 
associate for the Jewish Alliance of 
Greater R hode Island. 

So, what is it like fo r a Jew on 
campus today? For three of the 
students who went to universities 
with significant Jewish popula
tions, it was good . However, for 
Alex Grodener, a student at the 
University of Alabama where the 
Jewish population is very small, it 
was a different story. He experi
enced anti-Semitism and he had a 
hard time seeking out fellow Jews 
on campus. All four students said 
that, at first, embracing Jewish life 
on campus was difficult, but once 
they got involved at the Hillel and 
other programs such as Birthright, 
it was great. 

Oren provided an overview of 
the "sometimes-uneasy relation
ship" between American and 
Israeli Jews. Speaking of American 
Jewry's deep connection to Israel 
and its relationship to our Juda
ism, Oren also voiced concerns 
about the recent political unrest of 
Israel 's neighbors. "If democratic 
transitions occur without openness 
and tolerance, Israel could end up 
with more neighbors like those in 
Gaza, Lebanon and Iran," he said. 

MARILYN RUESCHEMEYER, left, Jonathan Stanzler, Maxine Richman, Avi Nevel , Marty Cooper and 
David Leach in front of the U.S. Supreme Court in Washington, D.C., in early March. 

Valerie Jarrett, a special advisor 
to President Obama, reinforced 
Obama's commitment to Israel 
and encouraged _social justice 
advocacy. She said that advocates 

from such groups as the CRCs and 
JCPA helped repeal "Don't A sk, 
D on't Tell" (the U.S. rnilitary's ban 
on gays and lesbians in the armed 
forces) and helped get child nutri
tion legislation enacted into law. 

Richard Trumka, president of 
the AFL-CIO, reinforced Ameri
can labor groups' commitment to 
Israel and shared American priori
ties. The AFL-CIO was just one 
of the unions, he said, that held 
protests against the movement to 
delegitimize Israel through BDS. 

The union also showed excerpts 

wwwjvhri.org 

of a PBS documentary about the 
100th anniversary of the Triangle 
Shirtwaist Factory fire in New 
York City. 

C-SPAN aired a alive panel 
discussion that included Senator 
Senator Amy Klobuchar, a Demo
crat from Minnesota; Rabbi David 
Saperstein of the Religious Action 
Center; and former C IA Direc
tor James W oolsey. Discussing 
the nexus of energy and environ
mental policy, the panelists agreed 
that the best way to advocate for 
sound environmental policies is by 

stressing the security element, of 
the United States' energy indepen
dence. 

Policies are discussed and voted 
upon during the resolutions pro
cess of the Plenum. With civility 
in mind, a consensus was reached 
on several issues faci ng the Jewish 
community. They included the 
passage of the Israeli-Palestinian 
Peace Process, Prevention of and 
Response to Genocide and Other 
Mass Atrocities , Youth Bullying, 

LOCAL, Page 30 
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Friday 
April 1 

Early Kabbalah Shabbat 
Family-style Shabbat service 
with Rabbi Joel Seltzer, followed 
by community dinner, PJ Library 
story time and craft project 

Temple Ema nu-El, 99 Taft Ave., 
Providence 

5:45 p.m. 

More info: 331-1616 

Temple Torat Yisrael's Shabbat 
Yachad 

Guest speaker is Russ Partridge, 
program director of Westerly's 
WARM Center. 

Temple To rat Yisrael, 1251 
Middle Road, East Greenwich 

Services - 6 p.m., dinner and 
speaker - 7 p.m. 

AduIV$10, child age 10-18/$5, 
children under 10/free, family 
maximum/$30 

More info: RSVP to 785-1800 

Saturday 
April 2 

PJ Library at Beth Sholom for 
Shabbat Story Time 

Vivienne Rosenbaum is the 
guest storyteller. 

Beth Sholom Synagogue, 275 
Camp St., Providence 

10-11:15a.m. 

More info: Elly Leyman at 
elly207@gmail.com 

Sunday 
April3 
Temple Torat Yisrael's Knit and 
Kvetch 

Share your knowledge of 
knitting, crocheting and 
needlepointing. 

Village Lower School, 2220 
South County Trail, East 
Greenwich 

9 a.m. - noon 

More info: 785-1800 

Make a Joyful Noise: A Cap
pella Concert 

Features Sh~nanigans of Gann 
Academy, Techiya from MIT 
and Shir Appeal from Tufts 
University. Program is partially 
sponsored by an Attl eboro 
Cultural Council grant. 

Congregation Agudas Ac him, 
901 North Main St., Attleboro, 
Mass. 

2 p.m. 

AduIV$12, child age 5-13/$8 

More info: 508-222-2243 

AIPAC Dinner 
The Westin Copley Place, 10 
Huntington Ave., Boston, MA 

Reception - 5:30 p.m., dinner 

program - 6:30 p.m. 

$200 

More info: 617-399-2562 

Monday 
April4 
PJ Library Presents Hebrew 
Play 

Hebrew play for children birth to 
3, led by Israeli emissary Yisca 
Shalev. 

The Jewish Alliance of Greater 
Rhode Island, 401 Elm grove 
Ave., Providence 

1- 1:45 p.m. 

$7 walk-ins 

More info: hebrewplayri@gmail. 
com 

Tuesday 
April 5 
Mindsight Speaker at Butler 
Hospital 

Daniel Siegel, M.D., will teach 
mindsight and how it can be 
used in clinical practice at 
Butler Hospital's 16th Annual 
Irving M. Rosen Memorial 
Program on Spirituality and 
Health. 

Butler Hospital, Ray Conference 
Center, 345 Blackstone Blvd., 
Providence 

8:30 a.m. -12:30 p.m. 

More info: www.butler.org 

Beth-El Women's Seder 
The women ofTemple Beth
El join with women of other 
temples and churches to 
celebrate a kosher-style 
women's seder. 

Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard Ave., 
Providence 

6p.m. 

More info: 331-6070 

Thursday 
April7 
Warwick/Cranston West Bay 
Kosher Lunch & Learn 

Cantor Rick Perlman leads a 
discussion focusing on the 
weekly Torah portion, and a 
kosher deli lunch follows. 

Temple Am David, 40 Gardiner 
St., Warwick 

Noon - 1 p.m. 

$1 0 per session or $52 for 7 
session series 

More info: 463-7944 or 
cantorrick@cox.net 

Food Demonstration and Wine 
Tasting 

Join cookbook author Leah 
Koenig and other young Jewish 
professionals in their 20s and 
30s for a tasty, fun night. Brown 
RISD Hillel sponsors this event, 

with other community partners. 

Brown RISD Hillel, The Glenn 
and Darcy Weiner Center, 80 
Brown St, Providence 

7:30 p.m. 

More info: Wendy Joe ring at 
421-4111 ext. 169 orwjoering@ 
shalomri.org 

See story on page 2 for more 
information. 

Friday 
April8 
Yiddish Shmooz 

Jewish Alliance of Greater 
Rhode Island, 401 Elmgrove 
Ave ., Providence 

9:30 - 11 :30 a.m. 

More info: 861 -8800 

PJ Library at Books on the 
Square 

Story time, bubble, crafts and a 
kosher snack. 

Books on the Square, 471 Angell 
St., Providence 

10 - 11 a.m. 

More info: Nicole Katzman at 
331-0956 ext.180 or nkatzman@ 
shalomri.org 

Senior Cafe - JFS Model Com
munity Seder 

Enjoy a celebration of freedom 
at the seder. 

Temple Torat Yisrael, 330 Park 
Ave ., Cranston 

11 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

$3 suggested donation 

More info: Neal Drobnis at 
338-3189, 861-8800 ext. 107 or 
ndrobnis@shalomri.org 

K'Tantan Shabbat 
Age-appropriate Shabbat 
service for families with very 
young children led by Rabbi 
Sarah Mack and Debbie 
Waldman, followed by Shabbat 
dinner. 

Herman L. Bennett Chapel, 
Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard Ave ., 
Providence 

5:30 p.m. 

More info: 331-6070 

Temple Emanu-El's Educational 
Weekend 

Special Shabbat Chai service 
followed by dinner with guest 
speaker Arnold Eisen, the 
Jewish Theological Seminary's 
chancellor. 

Temple Ema nu-El, 99 Taft Ave., 
Providence 

5:45 p.m. 

More info: Rabbi Joel Seltzer at 
331-1616 

Temple Torat Yisrael's Shalom 
to Shabbat 

Unwind and nosh before 
Shabbat services. 

wwwjvhri.org 

CALENDAR 
Temple Torat Yisrael, 330 Park 
Ave., Cranston 

Wine and cheese - 7 p.m., 
Shabbat service - 7:30 p.m. 

More info: 785-1800 

Saturday 
April9 
Temple Emanu-El's Educational 
Weekend Continues 

Shabbat service followed 
by Kiddush luncheon with 
guest speaker Arnold Eisen 
(see Temple Emanu-EI entry 
from Friday, April 8 for more 
information) 

Temple Ema nu-El, 99 Taft Ave., 
Providence 

9:30 a.m. 

More info: Rabbi Joel Seltzer at 
331-1616 

Sunday 
April 10 

Sisterhood Passover Bake Sale 
Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard Ave., 
Providence 

9 a.m. 

More info: Rob Massi at 331 -
6070 or Rmassi@temple-beth-el. 
org 

Hospital Advocacy Program 
LICSWs Monique Willett, Tina 
Sheff and Kesher's Andrea 
Epstein discuss how to navigate 
a hospital stay and discharge. 

Temple To rat Yisrael, 330 Park 
Ave., Cranston 

10-11:30a.m. 

More info: andrea@toratyisrael. 
org 

Zamir Chorale of Boston Con
cert 

"Middle East Harmonies," a 
musical dialogue between Arab 
and Israeli cultures, with special 
guests. 

Sanders Theater, 45 Quincy St., 
Cambridge, Mass. 

2p.m. 

$10 - $54 

More info: 617-244-6333 or www. 
zamir.org 

50th Anniversary Celebration 
for Temple Shalom 

Middletown's Temple Shalom 
celebrates with a luncheon, 
speakers and music. 

The Atlantic Beach Club, 55 
Purgatory Road, Newport 

1 p.m. 

$36/ticket 

More info: Ed or Helene Scheff 
at 885-6073 

See story on page 1 for more 
information. 

Tea Party with American Girl 
Author 

Reading, book signing and 
tea party featuring American 
Girl Rebecca Rubin author 
Jacqueline Dembar Greene. 
A Rebecca Rubin doll will be 
raffled. 

Congregation Agudas Achim, 
901 North Main St., Attleboro 
MA 

3- 5 p.m. 

$12 

More info: 508-222-2243, 
office@agudasma.org or www. 
agudasma.org 

Monday 
April 11 

Hebrew Play Continues 
See April 4 Hebrew Play entry 
for more information. 

The Miriam Hospital Women's 
Association Board & Open 
Meeting 

Hurvitz Board Room 1 & 2, Baxt 
Building, 164 Summit Ave., 
Providence 

Board meeting - 6:30 p.m., Open 
meeting - 7:30 p.m. 

More info: 793-2520 

Tuesday 
April 12 

East Greenwich Lunch & Learn 
Topic: "The Reality of Abuse in 
Our Homes." Participants order 
from the menu and Rabbi Amy 
Levin leads the discussion. 

T's Restaurant, 5600 Post Road, 
East Greenwich 

Noon - 1 :30 p.m. 

More info: 785-1800 

PJ Library at Learn All About It 
Toy Store 

Story time, snacks and crafts. 

Learn All About It, 300 Quaker 
Lane, Warwick 

4p.m. 

More info: Melissa Chernick at 
melissa_chernick@yahoo.com 

Wednesday 
April 13 
Life Long Learning of Temple 
Beth-El 

Award-winning author Ted Gup 
speaks about his book "A Secret 
Gift. " 

Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard Ave., 
Providence 

7 p.m. 

More info: Rob Massi at331 -
6070 or Rmassi@temple-beth-el. 
org 

See story on page 12 for more 
information. 

CALENDAR Page 13 
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From Addis Ababa 
to Temple Am David 

Ethiopians' visit elicits 
fond memories 

B, SID 'EY GOLDSTEIN 

Special to 1he Voice & H erald 

WARWJCK - On March 12, 
three guests from Israel, all with 
Ethiopian origins, attended Temple 
Am David's Kabbalat Shabbat 
service. In the mid-1980s, Assia 
and Rachel had walked with their 
families, during many nights, 700 
miles from their homes in Gondor, 
Ethiopia to the Sudan, where, they 
said, a "secret agent from Israel was 
waiting to take us to the city we'd 
dreamed of all our lives." 

Orly was born in Ashdod, a short 
time after her parents, at the age 
of 19, had made their way to Israel 
without telling their own parents. 

What most surprised the 
youngsters upon settling in Israel? 
Rachel's answer was clear: "I was 
amazed that Jews could also be 
white people; all the Jews I knew 
were black!" 

Hearing their stories was par
ticularly thrilling to me, as I had 
visited Ethiopia several times in 
the late 1990s, including one trip 
to Gondor, to study population 
trends there, as part of my research 
at Brown University. On each trip, 
I had arranged with the Joint Dis
tribution Committee (JD C) to visit 
the Ethiopian Jews who had moved 
from their native village of Gondor 
in the north to Addis Ababa, the 

The 26th 
Annual 

nation's capital. They had settled 
around the newly opened Israeli 
embassy in Addis, hoping that such 
proximity would enhance their 
chances of obtaining visas to Israel. 
I recall with great pleasure attend
ing their Shabbat services, and 
how impressed I was at how many 
were able to participate in chanting 
the prayers, how fervent they were 
in their desire to migrate to Israel, 
and how committed they were to 
their religion. I was even invited to 

attend a bris after one service and 
found it quite like the ceremonies I 
had attended here at home. 

"l was amazed that 
Jews could be white 
people; all the Jews 
l knew were black." 

At the time, Israel was not par
ticularly receptive to receiving large 
numbers of Ethiopian Jews and 
made the process quite onerous. I 
was not optimistic that many of 
them would succeed in emigrating. 
Eventually, of course, Israel did 
enable thousands of these Jews to 
realize their dream of living in the 
Holy Land. 

Thus, I was really delighted to see 
three successful young Ethiopian 
Israelis at my temple. Like so many 
olim from Ethiopia, each has made 
important contributions to their 

JCC Charity 
Golf Tournament 

sign up today! 

www.jccri.org 

Contact 
Lisa Mongeau 

at 
40"1 _86"1 .8800 

or 
lmongeau@jccri.org 

for more 
information and 
to learn about 
sponsorship 

opportunities . 

JCC i s now Je wish Alliance 
O F G R E ATER RH O OE I S LAND 

T r.o--t"- h P r w P r P q t- r r. n PP r 

adopted country. All have served in 
the army; Assia is currently in the 
police force in Tel Aviv; Rachel is 
studying to enter Israel's Foreign 
Service; and Orly studies commu
nication and political science at Bar
llan University. 

These three young people were 
brought to the United States under 
the auspices ofl srael at Heart, which 
seeks to help Americans become 
familiar with a cross-section of 
Israelis, independent ofany political 
agenda. The Community Relations 
Council of the Jewish Alliance of 
Greater Rhode Island facili tated 
their trip to Rhode Island, which 
also included visits to Brown RISD 
Hillel, the University of Rhode 
Island and Temple Emanu-El. It 
was a sincere pleasure to pray and 
eat with them here in America in 
my own synagogue, while recalling 
my experiences some 15 to 20 years 
ago and remembering the restric
tive life they had in Ethiopia. 

O ne can only hope that the Jews 
who still remain in Ethiopia will 
also be able to realize their dream of 
entering their tn..1e homeland. 

Sidney Goldstein, a demographer 
living in Warwick, is C.H. Crooker 
University professor emeritus, and 
the former director of the Population 
Studies and Training Center, all at 
Brown University. Contact him at 
Sidney_ Goldstein@brown.edu. 

A similar version of this story 
appeared in the M arch 18 issue of 
Kol A m David, Temple Am David's 
newsletter. 

Maze/ tovto the PHDS chess team 
From left, Yehuda Lapin, Tzvi Hirsh Yudkowsky, Noam Schect

man, Shalom Krinsky, Ak iva Haldorsen , Avigdor Weiner and 
Yitzchok Jakubowicz, members of the Providence Hebrew chess 
team. 

Maze/ tov to the team - without a coach this year, the team 
earned third place in the Middle School Division of t he Rhode 
Island Interscholastic Chess League. The PHDS team was one 
of nine Middle School teams competing this year; Cole Middle 
School placed first , and Calcutt Middle School placed second. 

Team members diligently practiced chess on their own, and 
volunteers drove them to and from games, supervised home 
games a nd/or provided ve hicles fo r t ransportation . 

A div1s1on of American Wallpaper & Design• 44 Troy St Fall River, MA 02720 
800-672-3751 • www.amwall.com • Leah and Kenn Hersh 

' Mutual Engineering · · 
- Service Co. 

A DIVISION OF THE PETRO GROUP 

want Comfort? The Feeling is .. Mutual!" 
• Heating • Air Conditioning • Heat Pumps • Roof Top Systems • 

Keeping vou comfortable since 1934! 

VISA 

We Provide Complete Gas Heating and Heat Pump 
Service and Installation - Residential • Commercial 

A FULL IN-HOUSE DESIGN, 
INSTALLATION & SERVICE COMPANY 

Call David Epstein at 401-351-3900 
wwwjvhri.org 
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Some family secrets are good 

Temple Beth-El 
welcomes .11. Secret 

Gift' author 
Bl N I NCY K 1 HSCII 

nkirsch@shalomri.org 

DARYL SHERMAN 
/ Ed Berge r 

PROVIDENCE - Ted Gup, 
author of "A Secret Gift," has not 
one, but two renowned grandfa
thers. On April 13, at 7 p.m., at 
Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard Ave. , 
Providence, Gup will recount 
how the "secret g ifts" from his 
maternal grandfather, Sam Stone, 
transformed lives of 
individuals in Canton, 

Jazz musician to 
perform at RUHA 

Ohio during the Great 
Depression. The event 
is free and open to the 
community. 

Daryl Sherman 
will sing at 

] ewish H istorical 
Associations annual 

meeting 
PROVIDENCE - D aryl Sher
man, the prominent jazz pianist 
and singer, will perform at the 
57th annual meeting of the Rhode 
Island Jewish Historical A sso
ciation (Association), on Sunday, 
April 10 at 2 p.m. in the Great 
Room at Laurelmead, 355 Black
stone Blvd., Providence. All are 
welcome to this free event and 
reception; Laurelmead offers lim
ited parking. 

Sherman, a Woonsocket native, 
became a bat mitzvah at B'nai 
Israel Synagogue. A daughter 
and student of the legendary jazz 
trombonist Sammy Sherman, she 
has lived, worked and recorded in 

Book by Rupert Holmes 
Original book / concept by Peter Stone 

Music by John Kander 
Lyrics by Fred Ebb 

Addit ional lyrics by 
John Kander and Rupert Holmes 

Rhode Island Premiere! 

Manhattan for more than three 
decades. She has also performed 
in hotels, clubs, and festivals across 
America and frequently in Great 
Britain. Sherman's musical pre
sentation, "From W oonsocket to 
the W aldorf: My Musical Journey," 
is in honor of the Association's 
founder, D avid Adelman. 

The annual meeting is the open
ing celebration of the Association's 
60th anniversary. Many events 
and programs, open to the public, 
have been planned for the coming 
year. 

The new slate of officers includes: 
David H. Leach, president; Jane 
Civins, vice president; Maxine 
Goldin, secretary; and David 
Baza r, treasurer. Five members 
of the board will serve additional 
terms. Cary J . Coen will become 
a new member, and Marilyn 
Myrow has accepted a presidential 
appointment. The new board is the 
most geographically diverse in the 
Association's history. 

For additional information about 
the annual meeting or to join the 
A ssociation, contact A nne Sherman, 
the office manager, at 331-1360. 

His paternal g randfa
ther, Rabbi Samuel Gup, 
who served Temple Beth
El from 1919 until 1932, 
transformed a few lives as 
well - in the 1930s, he offi 
ciated at least one interfaith 
marri age. 

Using an assumed name, 
Stone placed an ad in the 
loca l Canton newspaper 
encouraging "the white 
colla r man or fami lies" to 
submit their requests for 
finan cial help to him, c/o the 
newspaper. Anonymity - on 
both sides of the transaction -
was promised and maintained, 
and Stone (using the alias of B. 
Virdot) promised to allocate S5 
to worthy individuals or families, 
S750 in all. 

Gup, formerly an investiga
tive reporter with the Wash
ington Post and author of two 
other books, both about secrets, 
now chairs Emerson College's 
jou rna lism department. H e had 
discovered his grandfather's 
remarkable legacy of tikkun 
olam only after Stone had d ied . 
D uring h is gra ndfa ther's life 
time, all G up knew was that 
Stone had been a generous man 

NEW BEDFORD 

Skilled nursing care Wou nd care • 
Hospice care IV therapy and hydration · 
Medical services Rehabil itative services · 

• Pam management Restor,1t1ve therapy · C A Kosher/ewishfacility ~ 

w Bedford Jewish Co11valesce11t Home 
0 Hawtham Street, New Bedford, MA 02740 

508.997.9314 • Fax: 508-996-3664 

wwwjvhri.org 

who helped people during the 
D epress ion. 

Although he never knew how 
Stone determined who would 
receive fund s, Gup said, "H e 
only kept the letters of those he 
aided - 150 [in a ll] ." 

Almost to a one, the letter 
writers asked for help for others, 
rather than for themselves - self
less requests that probably moved 
him, said Gup. He was "fiercely 
self-reliant... the way writers 
asked for shoes and clothes for 
their children 

rea lly 
resonated for him." 

What lessons ca n we learn 
from this> 

"One person ca n't cha nge the 
course of the Great D epression 
or recession, but a gesture and 
the compassion beh ind it can 
make a huge d ifference," said 
Gup. Some people who wrote 
were contemplating suicide, but 
when they heard of the offer, 
they realized that all was not 
lost , sa id Gup. C ommunity and 

neighborly help make a big dif
ference . 

During Thanksgiving of 2010, 

"When they heard 
of the offer, they 

realized that a11 was 
not lost." 

three Canton businessmen 
were so inspired by the story 
of"The Secret Gift" that they 
duplicated the g ift. Initially 
pledging S15,000, Sl00 to 

each of 150 families (S5 in 
1933 would be equiva lent to 
$100 today), they placed an 
ad in the sa me newspaper, 
the Canton Repository, 
and sig ned it "B. Virdot." 

A priest, a rabbi and a 
minister jointly decided 
whi ch of the letter writ
ers would receive Sl00. 
The community was 
so moved by thi s ini
tiative that $54,000 
was rai sed to help a 
total of 500 familie s; 
the fund s were dis
tributed during the 
week of Christmas 
in 2010. 

You may think it's 
a parochial story - one 

small act of kindness in a small 
tow n - sa id Gup, but it touched 
a nerve. People all over the world 
have taken an interest in it. 

Gup is eager to return to Prov
idence, a place that holds many 
happy memories for him. "I 
love speaking in temples [where 
people] understand mitzvot, 
tikkun olam and giv ing anony
mously." 

Copies of "The Secret Gift," pub
lished by The Penguin Press, 2010, 
will be sold and signed at the event. 
For more information, contact 
Temple Beth-E l at 331-6070. 

www.BonnieSellsHouses.com 
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Thursday 
April14 
Jewish Family Service Gutter
man Lecture 

Scott Miller, Ph.D., discusses 
"Snatching Victory from the 
Jaws of Defeat: Improving 
the Outcome of Your Most 
Challenging Cases" 

Crowne Plaza Hotel, 801 
Greenwich Ave ., Warwick 

$125 includes continental 
breakfast, lunch and snack 

More info : 331 -1244 or info@jfsri. 
org 

Temple Torat Visrael's Crans
ton/Warwick Lunch & Learn 

See April 12 Torat Yisrael entry 
for more information. 

Cozy Grill Restaurant, 440 
Warwick Ave ., Warwick 

Noon - 1 :30 p.m. 

More info: 785-1800 

Hug N'hamah: Circle of Conso
lation 

Dr. Judith Lubine r, a li censed 
psychologist and Rabbi Amy 
Levin fac ilitate a supportive 
bereavement discussion group. 

Temple Torat Yi srael , 330 Park 
Ave., Cranston 

7:30 p.m. 

More info: 785-1800 

Friday 
April 15 
PJ Library Partners With 
Kreatelier 

Kreatelier, 804 Hope St. , 
Providence 

Story time, snacks and crafts. 

10 - 11 a.m. 

More info: nkatzman@shalomri. 
org 

Shabbat Hallelu - Service in 
Song 

Uplifting musical Shabbat, 
featuring Temple Beth-El 
musicians. 

Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard Ave., 
Providence 

Light refreshments - 6:30 p.m., 
servi ce - 7 p.m. 

More info: Rob Massi at 331-
6070 or Rmassi@temple-beth-el. 
org 

Oneg Honoring Rabbi George 
and Rita Astrachan 

Temple Sinai, 30 Hagen Ave., 
Cranston 

7:30 p.m. 

More info: 942-8350 

Saturday 
April 16 
Family First Shabbat Morning 
Service 

Interactive learning service led 
by Rabbi Joel Seltzer intended 
for fa milies of all ages, followed 
by lunch. 

Temple Emanu-EI Fishbein 
Chapel, 99 Taft Ave., Providence 

10:30 a.m. 

More info: Rabbi Seltzer at 
jseltzer@teprov.org 

Tuesday 
April 19 
Temple Am David 2nd Night 
Seder 

Kosher traditional Passover 
dinner catered by Ac counting 
for Taste. 

Temple Am David, 40 Gardiner 
St., Warwick 

6 p.m. 

Members: adult/$36, 
chi ld/$21.50; non-members: 
adult/$40, child/$25 

More info: 463-7944 

Second Night Community 
Seder 

Temple Habonim, 165 New 
Meadow Roa d, Barrington 

6:30 p.m. 

Free 

More info: 245-6536 or office@ 
templehabonim.org 

Calendar 
Submissions 

Please note: Our next issue 
of The Voice & H erald will be 
published on April 15. Please 
send calendar items for that 
issue by April 4. Calendar 
items for the April 29 issue are 
due April 18. 

Send all calendar items 
to nkir sc h @s hal o mri. 
org with the subject line of 
"CALENDA R." 

JEWISH BOOK CORNER 

Hicklin recommends 
'The Last Brother' 

Fictional account 
of true events is 

enlightening 

SAUL RICKLIN of 
Bristol recommends 
"The Last Brother" by 
Nathacha Appanah and 

translated by Geoffrey Strachan, 
published by Graywolf Press in 
February 2011. "You may be sur
prised [that] it takes place in the 
Indian Ocean island of Mauri
tius," Ricklin wrote in a recent 
email, "an island that is on and 
off the edge of most maps." 

The book, written by a Mau
ritian of Indian origin, depicts 
what happened to a iittle-known 
ship carrying 1,500 Jews who 
were fleeing Europe. Denied 
entry into British-controlled 
Palestine, the ship landed in 
British-controlled Mauritius, 
where the Jews were imprisoned. 
Although it is a novel, the story 
includes the factually accurate 
history of the Jews' imprison
ment on the island. 

"The story is told by 70-year
old Raj remembering events that 
unfolded when he was 9 ... at the 
time of the Jews' imprisonment," 
Rickli n wrote. "I dislike book 
reviews that give away the plot 

so I will only tell you that you 
will learn about the family life 
of the poor Indian sugar cane 
workers, the thoughts and feel
ings of young Raj as he encoun
ters joy, loss, adventure and 
grief as he, unaware of the war 
in Europe and the plight of the 
Jews there, develops a friendship 
with one of the prisoner boys of 
his own age." 

Send your book recommenda
tions to 1he Voice & Herald. Email 
nkirsch@shalomri.org, subject 
line: BOOKS or mail 7he Voice 
& Herald, 401 Elmgrove Ave., 
Providence, RI 02906. 

Ted Gup 
Wednesday April 13th. 7pm 

wwwjvhri.org 

Life Long Learning of 
Temple Beth-El Presents Ted Gup, 
aw-ard winning author w-ho -will 
speak about his book "A Secret Gift" 

Temple Beth-El 
'W"W"W'. temple-beth-el. org 

70 Orchard Avenue• Providence, RI 02906 
more inf'o: (401) 331-6070 
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Day of Learning honors Alan S. Zuckerman 

Bv ELLY LEYMAN 

Special to 7he Voice & Herald 

PROVIDENCE - On Sunday, 
March 13, Congregation Beth 
Sholom held its annual Day of 
Learning in memory of the late 
Dr. Alan S. Zuckerman. 

Zuckerman, a past synagogue 
president, was a vibrant leader and 
a devoted family man. A longtime 
Brown University political science 
professor, he was also a visiting 
professor at universities in Israel, 
Italy and the U.K. The author of 
many books and publications, he 
was a well-respected and popular 
columnist for The Jewish Voice & 
H erald. 

Zuckerman's son, Gregory, 
spoke endearingly of his late 
father, who would have embraced 
the lectures. 

Alan Krinsky, synagogue 
president, introduced the first 
speaker, Rabbi Dr. Jeffrey Woolf, 
a senior lecturer in Bar-llan Uni
versity's Talmud Department. A 
Boston native, he is an advocate 
for the development of modern 
Orthodoxy in the United States 
and Israel, and has been deeply 
involved in religious-secular dia
logue within the State oflsrael. 

A dynamic speaker, W oolf 
described Italian Renaissance 
Jewry, often effortlessly using his 
proficiency in Hebrew, Italian and 
Yiddish, with English translations, 
to the audience's delight. He spoke 
of the 'incredible openness ofltal
ian Jews in difficult Jewish halakhic 
circumstances," of keeping mitz-

/Elly Leyman 
RABBI DR. JEFFREY WOOLF and Robert a Zuckerman talk at Bet h Sholom on March 13. 

vot within a halakhic framework 
and simultaneously managing to 
negotiate and to fit into the soci
ety. One remarkable example was 
Rosh Yeshiva, Yehuda Ben Yechiel 
Messer Leon; knighted in 1469, 
he was allowed to give medical 
degrees to Jews. 

"Jews in Italy didn't want to 
assimilate," W oolf said. In the 
19th century, Italian Jews were 
"secure in the integrity of their 
identity in their community," as it 
was acceptable for Jews to absorb 
significant elements of the Italian 

Renaissance culture. 
Rabbi Mordechai Rackover, 

Brown University's Jewish chap
lain and rabbi of the Brown 
RISD Hillel Foundation, is the 
acting rabbinic resource fo r Beth 
Sholom. Presenting a timely 
Purim talk, "Vashti, Esther & 
Zeresh: Debunking Biblical and 
Rabbinic Stereotypes of Women," 
he provided a brief history of bibli
cal interpretations and brought to 
light the Megillah, the Book of 
Esther. Referring to "Cleopatra: 
A Life," by Stacy Shiff, Rackover 

reminded us that Esther was the 
last Jewish prophetess. "There is 
much to learn in the Book of Esther 
and its teachings ... the importance 
of Purim cannot be overstated." 

Rabbi Saul Zucker spoke about 
"Approaches to Solving C urrent 
Tuition Crises ." The director of 
the D epartment of D ay School & 
Educational Services of the Ortho
dox Union (OU) in New York, he 
has served as the principal of three 
high schools in the course of 25 
years. In his capacity at OU, he 
visits day schools across the coun-

try, where he performs evaluations, 
offers board training, and assesses 
professional and lay leaderships 
and fundraising techniques. "W e 
have a very real problem," he said. 
"There are significant crises due to 
the prohibitive costs of day school 
education." 

With the quality of day school 
education vastly better than it 
was 30 years ago, costs have risen 
enormously. He attributes these 
increases to smaller and more 
classes, more highly qualified 
teachers and sophisticated class
room technology. Average annual 
day school tuition in the United 
States, for nursery through grade 
12, is $15,000 per student, with 
ranges from a low of $7,000 and a 
high of $31,000. 

Zucker said, "'There are no magic 
solutions. The recession made the 
situation worse, but it was not what 
got us to this critical point." His 
suggestions for addressing tuition 
challenges included vouchers, tax 
credits, tax deductibility for Lim
udei Kodesh, religious studies, 
the "no-frills" school option and 
online charter schools. 

The Day of Learning, which 
some 60 people attended, was a 
fitting tribute to a beloved teacher, 
friend and mentor, Professor Alan 
Zuckerman. 

Elly Leyman is a Beth Sholom 
board member and a freelance consul
tant far Judaic R esources and R efer
rals, Int '/., in Providence. Contact 
her at jresource.referrals@gmail.com. 

Gerda Weissmann Klein awarded Medal of Freedom 
Survivor visited 

Rhode Island often 

Bv Toov G. RossNER 
Special to The Voice & Herald 

IWAS DELIGHTED to 
learn that Holocaust survivor 
Gerda Weissman Klein, whose 
memoir of the war years - one 

of the first to be published after 
World War II - ''All But My Life," 
received a 2010 Medal of Freedom. 

At the ceremony on Nov. -16, she 
was described as "a testament to the 
tenacity of the human spirit." 

Weissman Klein was a frequent 

visitor in the 1970s to Rhode Island, 
where she shared the story of her 
years in the concentration camps. 
As difficult as this was for her, she 
hoped that her story would promote 
tolerance and encourage her audi
ences to strive to make the world a 
better place. 

In "All But My Life," Weissman 
Klein records her memories from 
the time she was 15 in 1939 when 
the Nazis invaded her small town of 
Bielitz, Poland through 1942, when 
her family remained in their home 
under more and more repressive and 
difficult conditions. It also includes 
the three years she spent in concen
tration camps, including Auschwitz. 

When her family 
-------~ was forced to leave their 

PRESIDENT OBAMA AND 
GERDA WEISSMANN KLEIN 

home, her father insisted 
that she wear her ski 
boots, even though it was 
June. Those heavy, warm 
boots kept her from 
freezing through the 
next three winters and 
through a forced death 
march from Silesia to 
Czechoslovakia at war's 
end. 

Near the end of the 
march, with American 
troops approaching, the 
few remaining women 
prisoners were locked in 

a barn; their guards fled. American 
soldiers discovered the nearly dead 
women on May 7, 1945. One of 
their rescuers was U.S. Army Intel
ligence Officer Kurt Klein, who 
held open the barn door for her. 
She describes this act of kindness 
and good manners as the moment 
when she regained her humanity. 
She married Klein and came to the 
United States, where she became an 
American citizen in just two years. 

Her story is told in the docu
mentary film, "One Survivor 
Remembers," the 1995 winner of 
the Academy Award for D ocumen-

tary Short Subject and the 1994-95 
Primetime Emmy for Outstand
ing Information Special. In 1997, 
then-President William Clinton 
appointed her to the Governi ng 
Council of the United States H olo
caust Memorial Museum, where 
the Kleins' story is featured several 
times a day in the museum's theater. 

Now 86, Weissmann Klein never 
slows down. She recently founded 
Citizenship Counts, whose mis
sion is to create a well-informed, 
responsible citizenry of individuals 
who are motivated to participate in 
both local and national community 

service. 
';t/1/ But My Life" has been in print 

f"' 53 years in 62 editions. A collection 
of post-World War II correspondence 
between Gerda and Kurt comprises a 
book, "The Hours After." 

A slightly different version of this 
piece appeared in the March 17, 2011 
issue of the Eastside Marketplace 
Alman a ck. 

Toby Rosmer, a resident of Cran
ston, is the retired direct"' of media 
services at the Bureau of Jewish Edu
cation of Rhode Island. Contact her at 
tobyross@cox.net. 

Waldman entertains 
at annual Chabad 
Women's Convention 

DURING THE WEEKEND 
of March 4 - 6, the Cha bad 
of Rhode Island hosted the 
49th annual Chabad women's 

convention. M ore than 220 women from 
across the United States and Canada, 
including many women from Rhode 
Island, gathered for a weekend of inspira
tion at the Crowne Plaza H otel in W ar
wick. D ebbie Waldman, of Providence, 
was one of the musical entertainers. 

DEBBIE WALDMAN 

wwwjvhri.org 
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NATION 
Reform movement nrunes new leader 

Rabbi Richard Jacobs 
embraces the big 
tent movement 

Bv URIEL HEILMAN 

NEW YORK QTA)- For the man 
tapped to lead American Jewry's 
largest religious denomination, 
keeping the movement's 900-plus 
synagogues welcoming to the unaf
filiated, inspiring for members and 
a home for disaffected traditional 
Jews may require a high-wire bal
ancing act. 

As a former dancer and choreog
rapher, Rabbi Richard Jacobs may 
be just the guy. 

On Tuesday, March 22, the 
Union for Reform Judaism (URJ) 
announced that Jacobs, the senior 
congregational rabbi at the West
chester Reform Temple in Scars
dale, N .Y., is the choice of the 
synagogue group's presidential 
search committee to succeed Rabbi 
Eric Yoffie, who is stepping down in 
2012. Jacobs' nomination requires 
confirmation by the URJ's board of 
directors, which meets in June. 

ln an exclusive interview with 
JT A a few hours before the 
announcement was made, the 
55-year-old Jacobs said his mission 
is to make sure the Reform move
ment is a big tent with_its flaps wide 
open and its Jewish stakes planted 
deeply in the ground. 

"There's no anti. It's all pro," he 
said. "Nothing Jewish is alien to us. 
Reform Judaism is an evolving and 
profound expression of the Jewish 
tradition. Its essence is to respond 
to the call of God and to the imper
atives of the day." 

For Jacobs, that means embrac
ing environmentalism, helping in 
places like Darfur and Haiti and 
speaking out in support of the 
Islamic center near Ground Zero 
in Manhattan. He speaks with 
pride of his synagogue's green ini
tiatives, noting that its ner !amid, 
eternal flame, is solar-powered. 
He is chairman of the New Israel 
Fund's pluralism grants commit
tee, which promotes religious and 
social pluralism in Israel. He is a 
board member of the American 
Jewish World Service, with which 
he visited Darfur refugees in Chad 
in 2005. He wears a green Darfur 
bracelet on his wrist. 

In the synagogue, Jacobs wants 
to create dynamic and inspiring 
places for people to encounter Juda
ism - including non-Jewish seekers. 

"The key thing is to have the 
doorways open," Jacobs told JTA. 
"Anyone who wants to be a part, 
they are welcome." 

Under Yoffie, the Reform move
ment embraced tradition as never 
before, marking a stark departure 
from classical Reform and alien
ating some old guard Reform
ers. Yoffie encouraged Shabbat 
observance, promoted wider use of 
Hebrew in Reform liturgy and sup
ported greater ritual observance. 

Jacobs says he supports that 

! Union for Reform Judaism 

RABBI RICHARD JACOBS 

direction for the movement. 
"I embrace the Jewish tradition; 

it's what nurtures the Jewish life," 
he said. 

"What Rabbi Yoffie affirmed 
is the core affirmation of the 
Reform movement. I will continue 
to deepen our connections. We 
shouldn't take off the table things 
that are not relevant to us today but 
may become relevant tomorrow." 

But Jacobs was one of 17 rabbis 
who issued a position paper several 
weeks ago criticizing the direction 
taken by the URJ during the Yoffie 
years. 

"Our movement has not 
responded effectively to the dra
matic changes in the wider land
scape of Jewish life," said the 
position paper, whose 17 signato
ries called themselves the Rabbinic 
Vision Initiative. 

The group said the URJ's gov
ernance structure is "large and 
unwieldy," the URJ underperforms 
when it comes to fundraising, and 
"is not productively engaged in the 
real-life needs and challenges of its 
member congregations." 

Though the URJ underwent 
severe restructuring during the 
recession, shedding departments 
and staff, the rabbis' paper called 
the reorganization "peremptory and 
ineffectively executed." 

Now set to lead the Reform syna
gogue association, Jacobs will bear 
the burden of putting some of the 
changes he and his colleagues sug
gested for the URJ into practice. 

Trim and tan, the smooth-talk
ing Jacobs still looks the part of the 
dancer he was as part of the Avodah 
Dance Ensemble. Now, however, 
his focus is on the mind rather than 
the body, though his synagogue 
does weave yoga and meditation 
together with text study at some 
Shabbat services. 

Jacobs cites as his mentor David 

Hartman, the iconoclastic, New 
York-born Orthodox rabbi who 
moved to Israel and founded Jeru
salem's Shalom Hartman Institute, 
an educational and research institu
tion aimed at promoting new and 
diverse voices in the Jewish tradi
tion. Jacobs is a senior rabbinic 
fellow at the institute and visits 
often. He has studied there in the 
summertime for some two decades, 
and he and his family have an 
apartment in Jerusalem. . 

The connection to Israel is a vital 
part ofJewish life, he says. 

Jacobs will be a new face for the 
Reform movement at a time when 
financial difficulties, demographic 
changes, and the new ways that 
young Jews use social media and 
relate to communal life present 
new challenges and opportunities 
for the movement. Tackling these 
issues and making Jewish com
munal life relevant for Jews in their 
20s and 30s will be one of his main 
areas of focus, Jacobs says. 

As the head of the Reform 
synagogue organization, Jacobs 
naturally sees synagogues as the 
linchpin. 

"We want to make exciting syna
gogues the norm," he said. "Syna
gogues cannot wait for people to 
walk into their buildings. The syna
gogue has to walk into the public 
square and•,engage people, par
ticularly Jews in their 20s and 30s. 
People still crave and need a deep 
sense of community." 

Jacobs spent most of his career 
as a congregational leader, first as 
a rabbi at the Brooklyn Heights 
Synagogue in the 1980s and then 
at the Scarsdale temple in suburban 
New York. H e says his synagogue 
has been at the forefront of a trans
formation in worship that he hopes 
will spread to all of the movement's 
synagogues and reinvigorate them. 

"I couldn't imagine I'd become a 
rabbi of a large, suburban Reform 
congregation because I grew up in 
one and it didn't speak to me," said 
Jacobs, a native of New Rochelle, 
a W estchester County suburb that 
borders Scarsdale. But, he said, 
"I've led transformation without 
disenfranchising those who are 
resistant to change." 

The plan is to start with a listen
ing tour of Reform congregations 
throughout North America. 

"We are poised," Jacobs told 
JTA, "for a great new chapter for 
the unfolding of our movement." 
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What have you heard about 

Touro Fraternal Association? 
Come to Our 

OPEN HOUSE 
Wednesday • APRIL 27 • 6:30 PM 

45 Rolfe Square, Cranston, RI 

Enjoy a free kosher dinner 
get the facts and then join 

New England-'s Largest Independent 
Jewish Fraternal Association 

Men 18-52 are eligible for amazing benefits 
Special i11ce11tivesfor Regular Members who join that night 

For i11/ormatio11 and reservations call 
401 -785-0066 or e-mail at info@tourofraternal.org 

Special Guest Speaker 

Jim Hummel 
of 

"The Hummel Report " 

Touro Fraternal Association 
45 Rolfe Square, Cra nston, RI 02910 

www.tourofraternal.org 

w ith 

American Girl 
Author 

Jacqueline Dembar Greene 
Creator of the 

Rebecca Rubin Book Series 

Sunday April I 0th 
3-5 p.m. 

$12 per person 
• Crafts • Photos with Dolls 
• Book discussion, signing & sale 
• Raffle to Win a Rebecca Rubin 

Doll RSVP by April A 
508-222-2243 C. · A da Ah" 

Seating is limited "°'J~ ,m 

Congregation Agudas Achi1n, 
'>01 :-0.orth \lain SI. . \lllrhnro 

FIND US ON FACEBOOK 
WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/JVHRI 
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CANTOR FRED SCHEFF RABBI MARC S. JAGOLINZER 

CONGREGANTS finally find a permanent home in Middletown 
From Page 1 

event, is "more like a party than 
a meeting." While plans are still 
being formalized, the luncheon 
will include an invocation by Rabbi 
Marc Jagolinzer, a challah blessing, 
greetings from Gerrie MacNeill, 
- the current president of the syna
gogue - and entertainment by Fred 
Scheff and Christina Crowder. 

Family brought Ed and Helene 
Scheff to Temple Shalom-- their 
son is Fred Scheff! "It's very easy for 
a proud papa to be a member," he 
said. "People choose to do thirigs 
other than be involved in the syna
gogue, but I hope that's not the case 
for our 50th celebration. I hope the 
event is well attended." 

WANDERING JEWS 

A few months after its M ay 1961 
founding, the Conservative con
gregation held its first High Holy 
Days services in the John Martin 
Memorial Center, a recreational 
center in Middletown. The group 

of"wanderingJews" held services at 
a variety of other locations, includ
ing a funeral home. 

In 1967, the congregation pur
chased Birdland Cafe on Thames 
Street in Newport. "The congre
gants refurbished this bar them
selves; it was a real labor of love," 
said Jagolinzer, the synagogue's 
long-time religious leader. "It was 
very cute and homey, yet it had a 
spiritual aura." 

On Columbus Day, 1974, that 
homey environment went up in 
flames, after the cafe was fire 
bombed. Other houses of worship 
and the Opera H ouse were tar
geted, and an African-American 
church was also destroyed, said J,g
olinzer. The perpetrator was never 
caught, he said. 

WANDERING NO MORE 

Then consisting of some 100 
families, the congregation came 
together and vowed to rebuild . 
Jagolinzer, who had arrived as the 

temple's rabbi a few months before 
the firebombing, called it a "time of 
great emotion and mourning." 

In a spirit of cross-movement 
cooperation, Ahavas Achim, with a 
building, but only a few members, 
invited Temple Shalom to use its 
building. Jagolinzer would conduct 
two Friday night services - first for 
the Orthodox members of Ahavas 
Achim, later for his own congre
gants, and one combined service 
on Shabbat morning and the High 
Holy Days. Now an evangelical 
church, the building, which is on 
Central Street in Newport behind 
City Hall, was Temple Shalom's 
home from 1974 through 1977. 

In June 1977, ground was broken 
to build a synagogue on Valley 
Road in Middletown, and in Sep
tember 1978, the building was 
completed, in time for High Holy 
Day services. The "wandering Jews" 
finally found a permanent home. 

"People said that we'd never sur
vive," said Joshua ("Jess") Nemtzow, 
now 93, and one of Temple Sha
lom's founding members. "Thank
fully, we survived and flourished." 
Nemtzow, president when the 
congregation purchased the Valley 
Road property, credits the interest 
in a Conservative synagogue to, in 
part, the Raytheon facility opening 
in Portsmouth and the Navy base, 
both of which recruited Jewish 
engineers to the area. 

Nemtzow and his wife, Frieda, 
both active in synagogue life, 
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were pleased when women were 
counted in the minyan beginning 
in 1980. "Some people objected, 
but it was voted on and women 
were counted," he said. "Since then, 
we've had women presidents and 
converts who've been presidents." 

B EYOND THE SYNAGOGUE 

During the last few years, several 
Naval War College officers have 
attended services. While the turn
over in attendance is attributed to 
the officers' relocations rather than 
disinterest, Scheff said, "They've 
become part of an extended family, 
albeit a short-lived one. They're a 
delight to have with us." 

Martin Cohen, president during 
the firebombing and J agolinzer's 
hiring, says that Temple Shalom 
provides a Jewish experience for the 
small Jewish community of Aquid
nick Island. Lauding Jagolinzer for 
his interfaith community work, he 
said, "Marc is very good at commu
nity relations an working with the 
broader Aquidnick Island commu
nity. It's a very positive thing." 

Jagolinzer calls interfaith rela
tions his "forte." Through a part
nership with the church down the 
street - United Congregational -
the congregants of both houses of 
worship study and pray together. 
"It's gratifying to see our congre
gations come together to learn and 
respect one another." For the past 
36 years, Temple Shalom has orga
nized a community-wide interfaith 

Thanksgiving service, another ini
tiative thatJagolinzer started. 

Mickie and Gerrie M acNeill are 
co-chairs for the upcoming celebra
tory luncheon with Ed and Helene 
Scheff 

A Jew by choice, Gerrie M acNeill 
said, "I don't think members have 
any comprehension for what the 
rabbi is doing. Temple Shalom 
is successful and celebrating its 
50th anniversary because of Rabbi 
Jagolinzer. It's blood, sweat and 
tears and a labor of love." Both 
MacNeills, members for several 
years, are often at the synagogue 
four or five days a week, helping 
with clerical work, moving tables 
or chairs, etc. "Most of the people 
think things happen by some 
method of magic," he said. "But I 
know they take place because the 
rabbi makes them happen by him 
doing [the work]." 

With an active adult enrichment 
committee and a caring committee, 
congregants continue to celebrate 
Jewish life on Aquidnick Island. As 
for their permanent home, the out
side of the building and the sanc
tuary were recently refurbished, 
according to Jagolinzer. "There 
have been peaks and valleys - but 
our members have shown their love 
and devotion to the congregation." 

For more information about the 
celebration or to purchase tickets, con
tact Helene or Ed Sheff at 885-6073. 
Tickets to the luncheon are $50 per 
person. 
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Yehuda Matzos 
5 lbs., select varieties, 
limit 2, purchases over limit 
quantity will be at regular 
retail price 

Kedem 
I 00% Apple Juice 
64 oz. 

§99 
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FESTIVAL OF PASSOVER 

Manischewitz 
Gefilte Fish 
24 oz. 

Gefen 
Potato Starch 
24 oz. 

]99 

21$] 

Streit's 
Matzo Ball 
& Soup Mix 
4.5 oz. 

Manischewitz 
Broth 
I 0.5 oz. 

~ ·. I 
mix, match & save 

M:\ 
~ 

mix, match & save 

Kedem 
Grape Juice 
64 oz. 

Fruit Flavored Slices 
6 oz. 

2 /$ 5 Boston Fruit Slices 

199 
Streit's 
Macaroons 
10 oz. 2/$4 

Streit's 
Egg Matzos 
12 oz. 249 

All • f~ • h Th d A "I 28 2011 ~ All Prices effective pr1CeS e 1eCtlVe t ru UrS ay, prl , ~ withtheCard. 

wwwjvhri.org 
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Bake with flour hef ore it becomes hametz 

Treat your teens to 
these yummy - and 
fattening - desserts 

BY VOICE & HERALD STAFF 

voiceherald@shalomri.org 

PROVIDENCE - With Pass
over coming soon, why not have a 
"baking weekend" with your kids 
or teens? It's a fun, but fattening 
way to use up some of the ingre
dients you'll otherwise need to 
get rid of before the holiday. Get 
out the flour, the sugar and all the 
other ingredients you need to make 
these delicious desserts - if you are 
watching your weight, share them 
with friends or neighbors. After 
all, even though Purim has passed, 
there's no reason not to share sweet 
things with others. These recipes 
are from "The Kosher Baker," 
by Paula Shoyer, published by 
Brandeis University Press in 2010. 

Twinkie cupcakes 
Cupcake ingredients 

4 large eggs 
1 cup canola/vegetable oil 
1/2 cup parve plain soy milk 
1 cup sugar 
1-and-1/4 cups all-purpose flour 
1 teaspoon baking powder 
1 teaspoon vanilla extract 
1/8 teaspoon cream of tartar 

Cream filling ingredients 

2 tablespoons parve margarine 
at room temperature 

1/4 cup parve cream cheese at 
room temperature 

1-and-1/4 cups confectioners' 
sugar 

1/4 teaspoon vanilla extract 
1/4 cup parve whipping cream 

Method 

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. 
Place paper liners in 18 muffin 
cups. 

Separate eggs, placing 1 yolk in 
a medium bowl (refrigerate the 3 
remaining yolks for another use) 
and the 4 whites into another bowl. 

Into the bowl with the egg yolk, 
add oil, milk, sugar, flour, baking 

powder and vanilla. Beat with 
mixer on medium-high speed for 
1 minute. 

With mixer on high, beat the 
egg whites with the cream of 
tartar until stiff peaks form. Using 
silicone spatula, fold half of the 
whites into the batter and, when 
almost mixed in, add rest of the 
whites and mix until combined. 

Use a 1/3 cup measuring cup 
to scoop the batter into the lined 
muffin cups. 

Bake for 30 minutes, or until 
toothpick inserted comes out 
clean. Cool completely in pan. 

To make cream filling, place 
margarine and cream cheese in a 
bowl. Beat on medium-high until 
creamy, scraping sides of bowl a 
few times. 

Add 1/2 cup confectioners' 
sugar and mix. Add another 1/2 
cup and mix again. 

Add final 1/4 cup of sugar and 
mix until creamy. Add vanilla and 
mix. 

In a separate bowl, beat cream 
until stiff. Add the whipped ream 
to the filling in two parts, mixing 
it with a whisk and scraping sides 
of bowl down so that all of the 
cream is mixed in. Use a round 1/2 
teaspoon or small melon baler to 
scoop out a ball of cupcake from 
the top center of the cupcakes. Do 
not scoop down to the bottom. 
Remove cupcake ball and eat if 
you'd like. 

Fill pastry bag with cream fill
ing. Squeeze into holes and then 
add some on top of the cupcake. 
Repeat with all cupcakes. 

Store cupcakes in the refrigera
tor, but let soften to room tempera
ture for 30 minutes before eating. 

Makes 18 cupcakes. 

Date cake 
Ingredients 

Spray oil, for greasing pan 
2 cups pitted dates 
1/2 cup boiling water 
1/2 cup parve margarine, melted 
2 large eggs 
1 cup all-purpose flour 
3/4 cup sugar 
1 teaspoon baking powder 

If you're not eating 
CASERTA's you're 
not eating pizza! 

51·11 OFF 

A Rhode Island Tradrt\on for over 50 years 
Parking available 

TAKE OUT 272-3618 or 621-3618 or 621-9190 
JV 

TW INKIE CUPCAKES 

1 teaspoon baking soda 
Method 

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. 
Grease a 9-inch loaf pan with 
spray oil. 

Chop the dates roughly into 
1/2-to-3/4-inch pieces. Place the 
chopped dates and boiling water 
into a large heatproof bowl, and let 
sit for 5 minutes. 

Mix in the melted margarine, 
eggs, flour, sugar, baking powder 
and baking soda. Pour the batter 
into the prepared loaf pan and bake 
for 45 minutes or until a skewer 
inserted into the cake comes out 
clean. Let cool for 10 '7ninutes in 
pan and then remove to a rack to 
cool completely. 

Serves 16 

Chocolate chip mandelbread 
3 cups all-purpose flour 
1 cup sugar 
2 teaspoons baking powder 
dash of salt 
1/4 cup orange juice 
3 large eggs 
1/2 cup canola oil 
1 teaspoon vanilla extract 
10 ounces parve semisweet 

chocolate chips 
Method 

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. 
Line a jelly.roll pan or large cookie 
sheet with parchment paper. 

In a large bowl, mix together 
flour, sugar, baking powder, salt, 
orange juice, eggs, oil and vanilla 
until it forms dough. 

Add the chocolate chips and 
mix again to evenly distribute the 
chips. 

Divide dough in half and shape 
each half into a log, about 10-12 
inches long by 3-5 inches wide. 
Flatten each loaf slightly. Place 
the 2 loaves on the prepared pan, 
about 5 inches apart. 

Bake for 35 minutes, or until the 
loaves look golden on top. Slide 
the parchment and logs off the pan 
onto the counter. Slice each loaf 
crosswise into 3/4-to-l-inch-thick 
slices. 

Don't worry if the inside of the 
cookies seem unbaked. Place a 
new piece of parchment on the pan · 
and place the sliced cookies on the 
parchment cut-side down. 
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Place the pan in the oven and 
bake 4 minutes more. For crispier 
cookies add another 2 or 3 minutes 
to the second baking time. Slide 
the parchment off the cookie sheet 
onto a cooling rack and let the 
cookies cool. 

Makes about 30 cookies. 

Sable galette cookies 
Ingredients 

2 cups all-purpose flour 
1 cup parve margarine, cut into 

tablespoons 
dash of salt 
1/2 cup plus 1 teaspoon sugar, 

divided 
2 large egg yolks, divided 
1/2 teaspoon vanilla extract 
2 tablespoons orange blossom 

water (optional) 
1 tablespoon cold water plus 1/2 

tablespoon water, divided 
Method 

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. 
Place flour, margarine, salt, and 
1/2 cup sugar in the bowl of a food 
processor fitted with a metal blade. 
Pulse about 7 times, or until mix 
looks like sand. You can also do 
this by hand with two knives or a 
pastry cutter. 

Add 1 yolk, vanilla, orange 
blossom water (if using) and cold 
water. Process or mix until dough 
comes together. 

Place a large piece of parchment 
on the counter and grease lightly 
with margarine. Dump the dough 
onto the greased parchment and, 
using a rolling pin, roll into a large 
circle, about 9 inches in diameter. 

To decorate the edge of the 
cookie, use the tip of your index 
finger or the flat end of the handle 
of a wooden spoon to make inden
tations one after the other all 
around the outside of the circle. 

Whisk together remaining egg 
yolk with 1/2 tablespoon of water 
to make an egg wash. Brush the 
top of the cookies with egg wash. 

Using the tines of a fork, make 
one set of lines straight across the 
top of the cookie. Make another 
set about 2 inches below and repeat 
until you have 4 or 5 sets of lines. 
Rotate parchment a quarter turn 
and make the same sets of lines 2 
inches apart. This should create a 

diamond-shaped grid. 
Sprinkle the top of the cookie 

with the remaining teaspoon of 
sugar. Slide parchment onto a 
cookie sheet and bake for 35-37 
minutes, until edges start to look 
golden. 

Remove from oven and imme
diately cut the cookie into 8 or 12 
wedges or about 18 bars about 1 
inch by 3 inches. If you wait until 
the cookies cool, you will not get 
clean edges. 

Makes about 18 cookies. 

Cracked-top 
chocolate cookies 

Ingredients 

2/3 cup canola oil 
2 cups sugar 
1 cup parve unsweetened cocoa 
4 large eggs 
2 teaspoons vanilla extract 
2 cups all-purpose flour 
2 teaspoons baking powder 
1/2 teaspoon salt 
1/2 cup confectioners' sugar, for 

coating cookies 
Method 

In a large bowl, whisk together 
the oil, sugar and cocoa. Add the 
eggs, one at a time, and whisk well 
after each addition. 

Add vanilla and whisk again. 
Add flour, baking powder and 
salt and mix well with a spoon or 
spatula. 

Place dough in refrigerator for 
1 hour. Line 3 baking sheets with 
parchment, or bake in batches. 

Use a tablespoon to scoop dough 
and roll into balls about 1 inch 
in diameter. Place confectioners' 
sugar in a small bowl. 

Roll the cookie balls in the sugar 
until they are heavily coated. Place 
balls on the baking sheets about 
1-and-1/2 inches apart. 

Place the sheets in the freezer 
for at least 15 minutes. (You can 
freeze longer and bake when you 
want fresh cookies.) 

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. 
Bake cookies for 12-16 minutes, 
depending on how chewy or 
crunchy you like them. 

Cookies will spread and crack 
on top when they are almost done. 
Slide parchment onto cooling rack 
and let cool. 

Makes 6 to 7 dozen cookies. 

Far Breton 
Ingredients 

1-and-1/2 cups fresh raspber
ries, or raisins 

2 tablespoons rum 
1 tablespoon vanilla extract, 

divided 
2 cups parve plain soy milk 
2/3 cup all-purpose flour 
2/3 cup sugar 
5 large eggs 

Method 

Preheat oven to 450 degrees. 
Grease an 8- or 9-inch round 

baking pan. 
Place raspberries or raisins in 

a small bowl. Add rum and 1/2 
tablespoon of vanilla and stir. Set 
aside. 

DELICIOUS, Facing Page 
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FAR BRETON 
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In a microwave-safe bowl, heat 
soy milk until hot but not boiling 
(about 4 seconds on high power). 

In a large bowl, beat flour, sugar, 
eggs and remaining 1/2 tablespoon 
of vanilla on medium speed until 
smooth, about 1 minute. Add soy 
milk and beat with whisk until 
combined. 

Pour batter into prepared pan. 
With a slotted spoon, remove rasp
berries or raisins from liquid and 
scatter around the batter. Discard 
liquid. 

Bake for 10 minutes. Reduce 
heat to 350 and bake another 40 
- 45 minutes, or until center is set 
and edges are browned. Let cool 
in the pan and serve at room tem
perature or chilled. 

Red velvet cupcakes 
with vanilla icing 
Cupcake Ingredients 

2-and-1/2 cups all-purpose flour 
2 cups sugar 
2 teaspoons baking powder 
1/2 teaspoon salt 
2 teaspoons parve unsweetened 

cocoa 
3 large eggs 
1 teaspoon vanilla extract 
1 cup canola oil 
3/4 cup parve plain soy milk 
1 teaspoon vinegar 
1-and-1 /2 teaspoons red gel food 

coloring (more if you want them 
really red!) 

Icing Ingredients 

8 ounces parve cream cheese 
4 tablespoons parve margarine 
1 teaspoon vanilla extract 
4 cups confectioners' sugar 
1 tablespoon parve plain soy 

milk 
Method 

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. 
Place 20 cupcake papers in muffin 
pans. 

Place flour, sugar, baking 
powder, salt and cocoa in a bowl 
and mix well. Add eggs, vanilla, 
oil, soy milk and vinegar and mix 
again. Add food coloring and mix 
for 1 minute. 

Use a 1/4 or 1/3 cup measuring 
cup to scoop batter into muffin 
cups, about 2/3 full. 

Bake for 30 minutes, or until 
toothpick inserted comes out clean. 
Let cool in the pans. 

While cupcakes are baking, 
make the icing. Place the cream 

cheese and margarine in a bowl 
and beat on medium-high until 
creamy. Add vanilla and mix 
again. 

Add sugar, 1 cup at a time, and 
mix in. When sugar is all mixed in, 
add milk and beat another minute. 

When cupcakes are cool, use 
a pastry bag to squeeze a swirl of 
icing on the center of each cup
cake. D o not cover entire cupcake. 

Store in the refrigerator. 
M akes 20 cupcakes. 

Upside-down raspberry cake 
1/2 cup parve margarine, very 

soft 
3 cups fresh or frozen raspber

ries, plus 1 cup fresh berries to 

decorate 
1-and-1/2 cup plus 3 tablespoons 

plus 1 teaspoon sugar, divided 
5 large eggs, separated 
1/4 ounce (1 envelope) active dry 

yeast 
3 tablespoons warm water 
1-and-1/4 cups all-purpose flour 

Method 

Preheat oven to 375 degrees. 
Take a 9-inch springform pan and 
detach the bottom. Cover the top of 
the pan bottom with foil and then 
wrap excess under bottom. 

Reattach sides to pan and fold 
excess foil up the sides. Use 1 table
spoon of margarine to grease the 
bottom and sides of the pan. 

In a small bowl, toss the 3 coups 
of raspberries with 3 tablespoons 
of sugar. Place in the bottom of 
the pan and spread evenly to cover 
bottom of pan. 

In a large bowl, using a mixer, 
beat egg yolks with 1-and-1 2 cups 
sugar on high speed about 5 min
utes, or until mix is thick. Scrape 
bowl down halfway through. 

In a separate bowl, mix yeast with 
1 teaspoon sugar and warm water. 
Let sit for 5 minutes. Add to the egg 
and sugar mixture and mix. 

Add the remaining 7 tablespoons 
of soft margarine and whisk well. 

In a separate bowl, beat egg 
whites on high using a mixer until 
stiff and then fold into batter. Pour 
batter over raspberries. 

Bake 45 minutes or until skewer 
inserted comes out clean. Let cool. 

Just before serving, scatter 1 cup 
fresh berries on top. 

Store in the refrigerator. 
Makes 8 to 12 servings. 
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Tradition Continues ... 
Gefilte Fish 

House Horseradish 
Chopped Liver 

C hicken Soup with Carrots 
Matzoh Balls 

Roasted Brisket with Gravy 
Carrot Tzin,mis 

Traditional Charosis 
Potato Kugel 

Sweet Potato Kugel 

Call O ,u CaFeriitf!. Departme11t To Pre-Order Your Passo11er Foods 

For a Complete Holiday Menu 
Visit www.eastsidemarke t .com. 

** All prepared foods are Jc,vish-style and are 
explicitly not Kosher/ Kosher for Passovec- ** 

Ea§t§idetarketplace 

165 Pitman Stree t , Provide n ce 
401-83 1 - 7 7 71 

Neiv traditions 
with great Kosher 

for Passover wines 
Award winning wines from wine growing 

regions around the world, including 
several estates from Israel 

Town Wine & Spirits has the largest, "most thought 
out" selection of Kosher wines in New England 

. .. yes, we also have the 2 011 Vintage Manishewitz Concord 

Ji~~ 
179 Newport Ave., Rumford, RI 02916 

401-434-4563 
Wishing you and your family health, happiness and peace 

Visit our Web site: 
www.jvhri.org 

wwwJvhri.org 
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PURIM ON PARADE 

ON MONDAY, MARCH 21, the third, fourth and fifth graders of the Jewish Community day 
School of Rhode Island visited residents of Tamarisk for Purim. During their visit, they sang 

songs in Hebrew and English. 

ARI TSEYTLIN, right, took part 
in the Jewish Community Day 

School of Rhode Island's Shushan 
Purim celebration 

on Monday, March 21 . 

Purim makes her happy 
CHLOE MOSS, left, was one of the 31 stu
dents in Temple Sinai's cooking chug who 
made, baked and took hamantanshen to 
the Cranston Senior Center. On Sunday, 
March 13 - Rhode Island's First Annual 
Mitzvah Day - the students and their 
parents prepared the dough and filled 
hamantashen with chocolate chips and 
strawberries, as well as traditional jams. 
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Teen mitzvah becomes lifelong mission 
1he student becomes 

the teacher 
Bv C11111 s P AHKEH 

cparker@shalomri.org 

IN 1994, DANI SAHNER 
(now D ani Brier) was told 
that she would need to per
form 13 mitzvot, as part 

of her bat mitzvah preparations. 
Some could be small, like donat
ing clothes to a charity or helping 
an elderly person with an errand. 
But one had to be big. She knew 
this tradition that com manded 
her to perform good deeds was 
part of her Jewish identity and 
heritage. What she could not have 
known as a 12-yea r-old girl was 
that her 'big' mitzvah wou ld not 
only become a lifelong passion and 
a gift for the many strangers she 
would help, but that ultimately it 
would help create a better li fe for 
her own father. ! Dani Brier 

There were other benefits as well; 
it taught Dani to not give up. "[It] 
showed me what I could do if I 
pushed myself and how to prob
lem solve. I got into college on the 
essay I wrote about it." 

She tells a story of one autis
tic child she began to work with 
when she was still in high school. 
"He was almost completely non
verbal; we had to figure out how 
to get through to him to teach him 
basics like turning." Finally she hit 
on a solution that made sense to 
the little boy. She put a pig puppet 
on one hand, and a whale puppet 
on the other hand and would ski 
in front of him, as she said, "Turn 
to the pig, turn to the whale." It 
worked - they had fou nd a link to 
his internal world that was- and is 
still - intensely gratifying. "Today 
he's grown into a tall, handsome, 
confident person and a fabulous 
skier," she sa id. 

P EllSISTENCE PAYS OFF 

SKIING FROM AN EARLY AGE 

"I grew up in central New 
Jersey. My fami ly was and still is 
very close," Dani sa id . "I put on 
my first pair of skis when I was 
3-and-1/2-years old, and I've been 
hooked ever since. In 1988, my 
parents purchased a small condo 
at what is now called Windham 
M ountain in upstate New York. 

DANI BRIER, second from right, and Jacob Brier, far right, and several other skiers are 
at the Adaptive Sports Foundation in upstate New York . 

The lessons in persistence and 
the transformative power of tikkun 
olam, healing the world, and mitz
vot that she lea rned as part of her 
bat mitzvah preparation have con
tinued into her adult life. D ani , 
now grown and married to Jacob 
Brier, is a gradu ate of Boston Uni
versity Law School and a legal 
assistant at Ferrucci Russo, P.C. in 
Providence. She still spends three 
out of four winter weekends at 
Windham Mountain Ski Resort. 

"The area had a fl edgling pro
gram called 'the disabled ski pro
gram', an adaptive fitness program 
for skiing that taught physically 
and cognitively challenged people 
how to ski . Since we spent every 
winter weekend in Windham, it 
made sense to find a way that I 

could combine my love of ski ing 
with my desire to make a differ
ence during my bat mitzvah yea r." 

At the time, the small disabled 
ski program was more than wi lling 
to get people involved, no matter 
how young. At 12, Dani eventu
ally was given the job of helping 
with paperwork and meeting the 
people who came in to use the pro
gram. She also lea rned by watch
ing the instructors; weekend after 
weekend, she became a fixture in 
the program, and was increasingly 
able to perform more challenging 
tasks. "We had a minimal budget 

Zulu's Petals 
Unique contemporary dress shop featuring 

casual to special occasion dresses 

~ Nicole Miller 
~ Shoshanna 
~ BCBG 
~Milly 
~ Tibi 

165 Main St. 
East Greenwich, RI 

401 -398-1199 

288 Thayer St. 
Providence, RI 
401 -331 -9846 

1000 Chapel View Blvd. 
Suite 104 

Cranston, RI 
401 -369-7440 

www.zwusri.com 

and the two paid admin istrators 
worked out of a tiny offi ce on the 
base floor of the main lodge," she 
sa id . The all-volunteer instructors 
worked with students who then 
had cognitive, rather than physi
cal, disabilities. 

Dani grew with the program. 

A FAM ILY AFFA IR 

Dani taught all through high 
school and when she left for col
lege, her parents, D onna Weiss 
and Todd Sahner, got involved in 
the program and received train
ing. 

"The next winter they let me tag 
along, shadowing the instructors, 
learn ing what to do. The yea r after 
that I started a forma l training 
program to become an instructor. 
At 15, I became an instructor." 

"When I was 12 it was fun to 
be with my parents. Then as I got 
older, I kind of pulled back from 
them as a lot of teens do. But 
when the weekend would roll 
around I'd still go up there with 
my parents and teach. It changed 
my perspective on life, and kept 
me close with my family," she said . 

She and Jacob make the three
and-one-half-hou r drive so she 
ca n instruct (she now has Level 
I Adaptive Certification through 
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I know you know a GUY! 
Rhode Islanders are famous for saying "I KNOW A GUY!" 

Paula Miller, who discovered advertising with The Voice & Herald, 

earned herself a $25 gift card to Casserta's Pizza, when she referred a 

new advertising customer to us. 

Call our ad rep, Tricia Stearly (she's REALLY nice), at 421-4111, ext. 160 

or e-mail tstearly@jfri.org to get in on the deal. You find us a business 

person who would love business from our community, and if he or 

she advertises with us, you get the prize! 

Read the fine print, below, for more details! 
• REFER SOMEONE -your favorite doctor, dentist, realtor, accountant, restaurant 
owner, flori st, liquor store owner, etc. to Tricia Stearly, our advertising sa les 
representative, at 421 -4111 , ext. 160 ortstearly@JFRl.org. 
, IF THAT PERSON HASN'T ADVERTISED WITH THE VOICE & HERALD in the past 
12 months and signs an advertising contract with us, we'll send you the $25 gih ca rd from one of our local 
advertisers. 

, WE'LL SEND YOU the $25 gift card aher the ad runs. 

. IT'S A WIN-WIN FOR EVERYONE - you get a gih card to use or give away, your referral gets great advertising 
exposure and we've put money in the hands of another loca l business! 

• DON'T DELAY - this program may be time-limited! 

wwwjvhri.org 
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LIFETIME commitment to helping those with disabilities learn to ski 

\ 
TODD SAHNER gets ready to sk i. 

/ Dani Brier 
PARTICIPANTS IN THE WOUNDED WARRIOR program at the Adaptive Sports Foundation. 

From Page 21 

Professional Ski Instructors 
of America, with expertise in 
mono- and bi-skiing) and Jacob 
volunteers as a certified bind
ing technician in the equipment 
room. LIFEcycle, the non-profit 
organization they founded that 
raises money for local health
care and supports healthy active 
living, donates funds each year to 
the Wounded Warrior program, 
which teaches injured vets how to 
ski and snowboard. 

Today, the Ski Windham Adap-

tive Ski Program, now known 
as the Adaptive Sports Founda
tion, is one of the biggest in the 
Northeast, and has expanded to 
include more than 1,300 skiers 
and 200 volunteers, including 
teens. The Adaptive Sports Foun
dation has its own lodge, complete 
with an equipment room, locker 
room for instructors, full kitchen, 
admin istrative offices, deck, great 
room and a designated chair lift 
that services the lodge. It fields a 
racing team that sends students to 
the Special Olympics each year. 

The equipment is more sophisti
cated and the training has become 
more detailed, but creative prob
lem solving is still essential. D ani 
described one recent situation, 
"[On] a wounded warrior weekend 
recently, we worked with veterans 
with all kinds of injuries - from 
amputees to paraplegics. Want to 
know what our most used piece of 
equipment was? Duct tape!" 

GIVING AND RECEIVING 

Several yea rs ago, D'ani 's father 
began to notice a gradual decline 

in the function of his quadriceps, 
due to an unknown neurological 
condition. The condition affects 
his ability to walk and leaves him 
unable to ski on two skis. 

Based on their experience with 
the progra m, they knew he would 
be able to continue to ski if he 
learned how to mono-ski. So 
Dani got the necessary certifica
tion, and working with Level III 
Alpine and Adaptive Certified 
Instructor Adam DeMuth taught 
her father how to mono-ski. "M y 
dad was the one who taught me 

how to ski, and I wanted to repay 
the favor. H ow could J not? " Last 
weekend, Dani, Jacob, Dani 's 
father, Adam and his girlfriend all 
headed to Crested Butte, Colo. to 
ski . 

Chris Parker is the director of 
marketing and communications at 
7hejewish A/!ianceoJGreater Rhode 
Island. 

For more information about the 
Adaptive Sports Foundation, visit 
www. adaptivesportsfoundation. 
org. 
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~ everal Providence students performed as the main characters including, Eve Stein as Ariel, The Little 

~ Mermaid ; J osh Levanos as Prince Eric ; Nili Levine as C hef Louisa and a teenage mermaid , 

Lillie Gutoff as a teenage mermaid a nd ensemble m e mber , Aaron 

Jennis played drums in the o rchestra. Scenic D es igner 

Laura Mernoff, also of Providence, designed 

and painted the elaborate set. 

For information about the South Area 

Solomon Schechter Day School , please 

contact Sandi M o rgan Dunn 

at 781-752-7798. 
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Parents are the family 's 'frontal cortex' 
Adolescence is 
a rocky road 

Bv NANCY KIIISC H 

nkirsch@shalomri.org 

HOWMANYOFyou, 
when you held your 
newborn infants, 
could envision the 

challenges of parenting some 14 
or 16 years hence? As parenting 
teenagers is a delicate balancing 
act, The Voice & Herald talked 
with some practitioners to gain 
insight and wisdom. 

GROUP SETTI NGS MATTER 

"We're a pack species, so cre
ating positive energy in group 
[settings] creates possibilities for 
a teen," said Richard Solomon, 
Ph.D ., a psychologist who is co
director of Delta Consultants, 
with offices in Providence and 
Wakefield . "Teens may have a 
propensity to choose bad behav
ior, but [positive] relationships 
can encourage them to [make 
other choices]." 

Recent research published in 
the March 2011 issue of "D evel
opmental Science" ("Peers 
increase adolescent risk-taking by 
enhancing activity in the brain's 
reward circuitry") confirms the 
power of the peer group to influ
ence decision-making. Using an 
MRI, researchers measured brain 
activity in adolescents, young 
adults and adults as they made 
decisions in a simulated risk-tak
ing driving task. Results suggest 
that, the researchers concluded, 

"Be a proactive 
parent ... try to see 

your child as a 
young adult facing 
real cha11enges and 

tough realities." 

"The presence of peers increases 
adolescent risk taking by height
ening sensitivity to the potential 
reward value of risky decisions." 

For adolescents, so much of life 
is about relationships. If teens are 
willing to look, learn, evaluate, 
process and analyze - either in 
therapy or in groups like Students 
Against Drunk Driving (SADD) 

- better possibilities 
are available, said 
Solomon, who is also 
an adjunct associate 
professor of psychol
ogy at the Univer
sity of Rhode Island. 
Real world learning 
- such as SADD 's 
methods of making 
the outcome of a 
teen's choice clear 
and tangible - is very 
helpful, as it allows 
adolescents to grasp 
the seriousness of a 
decision and make a 
better choice, he said . 

Asked why so 
many teenage boys 
seem to be in trouble 
- school suspensions, 
drug and alcohol use, 
etc. - Solomon said, 
"Biology is probably 
not destiny. It's not 
inevitable that men will be more 
aggressive [than women]." Our 
society is seeing more female 
aggression in the past dozen years 
or so, including in schools. As 
for risk-taking, Solomon believes 
males engage in more risky 
behaviors - e.g., driving under the 
influence - but he also sees young 
women trying sexually risky 
behavior or cutting themselves. 

What fuel s the difference? 
According to Solomon (inter
viewed several weeks before the 
research reported in "Develop
mental Science" was published), 
recent research shows that males 
have a less developed prefrontal 
cortex, which controls executive 
function, than females of the 
same age. 

DON'T WA IT TO ENGAGE 

"Be a proactive parent," says 
Rachel Busch, LMHC-ATR, a 
licensed mental health counselor 
and registered art therapist in 
Wakefield. "Try to see your child 
as a young adult facing real chal
lenges and tough realities." 

It's developmentally appropri
ate for teens to separate from 
the family, said Busch, and they 
need space to develop their per
sonalities and ideas. However, 
Busch cautions parents to not let 
the "din of social media and ideas 

. from television" overwhelm their 
voices. She recommends that you 
"wonder aloud" with your teens 
about their views of the world. 
Asking respectful questions may 
help teens realize that their ideas 
are skewed or affirm their positive 

New England Lifesaving Academy 
Lifeguard Classes 
Locations in Providence Newport Warwick 
Re-certifications welcome 
Authorized by the American Red Cross 
Lifeguard Training • CPR• first Aid• AED 
www.nelifesaving.com 

• 
Contact B.nan Weinstein of the New England 
l1fe1av1nq Academy 401 391 1910 

/ Nancy Kirsch 
DR. TIMOTHY RIVINUS 

decisions. Express your opinion 
before your teen's behavior gets 
out of line. Otherwise , you will 
confirm your teen's belief that you 
"just don't get it." 

If your teen can't relate to you 
and the values you have tr ied to 
instill , other adults may be valu
able resources . A skilled third 
party may clarify teen behavior, 
said Busch, which can help you 
and your teen maintain a health
ier relationship. 

"Adolescence is a time of pas
sion," said Solomon, "a time when 
a teen [may] commit to an opin
ion and then reverse field and go 
to another opinion." Teens feel 
completely justified expressing 
contradictory or conflicting opin
ions. Parents should "not debate 
the correctness of it [the opinion], 
but really enjoy the process of 
abstract and inferential thinking. 
You want kids to express opin
ions, even if they're not necessar
ily [ones you share] ," he said . 

Although the peer community 
is at least as important for teens as 
parental influence, "parents, as the 
frontal cortex of the family, can't 

abdicate their role." Although 
high schools don't offer parental 
engagement opportunities that 
they should, he urged parents to 
"know the teachers, know the 
school, the kids and other par
ents. Don't get distanced from 
[your kids'] communities. It's the 
worst time to not be involved." 

Play sports or a board game or 
share special rituals or regular 
activities, said Busch. A "girls' 
night out" for a mom and daugh
ter might involve a new activity 
- surfing, horseback riding, geo
caching - or something simpler, 
like a movie night, followed by a 
pizza dinner and a critique of the 
film. Routine, planned activities 
provide opportunities for spon
taneous interaction and positive 
conversation, Busch said. 

If you worry about alcohol or 
drugs, your teen's pediatrician 
could be your best ally. "M any 
pediatricians," said Dr. Timothy 
Rivinus, who spoke at an addic
tions conference co-sponsored 
by Jewish Family Service and 
The Miriam Hospital on Friday, 
March 4, "are great at ferreting 
out substance abuse in teens." 
Speaking to the audience of social 
workers, he said, "Kids will tell 
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you when they're using [drugs or 
alcohol] if you just listen. They're 
secretive, but if you listen, they'll 
tell you before they tell their par
ents." 

O UTSIDE INFLUENCES : DRUGS, 

cmtPUTERS AND MORE 

Rivinus urged parents to look 
for addictions. "So many fami lies 
don't see it, it creeps up. It's not 
a good approach when parents, 
who might sanction drug or alco
hol abuse as a rite of passage, say, 
'Kids will be kids.'" 

It's work to get through ado
lescence, he said, and when teens 
self-medicate with drugs or alco
hol, it becomes a more difficult 
journey. "Adolescence is full of 
potholes." Learning how to feel 
good, Rivinus said, is a big proj
ect for adolescents, so it's impor
tant fo r adults to promote healthy 
- rather than unhealthy - addic
tions; healthy add ictions might 
include playing sports or learning 
a musical instrument or second 
language, for example. 

An opponent oflegalizing mar
ijuana (it and tobacco are huge 
gateway drugs), Rivinus said, 
"It's not good for the develop
ing brain." Telling a chilling tale 
of a Providence College student 
whose entire memory system was 
wiped out after using the drug 
Ecstasy too often, he said, "It took 
five years to rehabilitate him." 

Other diversions, though less 
destructive than drugs, also pose 
challenges. Solomon's advice: 
Know where your teens are and 
who they are with, set limits on 
access to computers, television, 
the car and impose curfews. 

Busch recommends that par
ents know and monitor their 
teens' social media outlets. Teens 
frequently forget that every piece 
of information they post on the 
Internet is permanent and public. 
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from left to right, Daniel, Jordan and Benjamin Sack 

The life of a Jewish teen 
Learning to juggle 
multiple obligations 

B Y B ENJAMIN SACK 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

EAST GREENWICH - I 
am currently a sophomore at the 
Moses Brown School in Provi
dence. The vast majority of my 
classmates come from all over 
Rhode Island and southeastern 
Massachusetts. Even though 
my public school peers may not 
have to travel as far as I do to 
get to school, the length of their 
school day parallels mine. Public 
schools often have longer school 
years than do private schools. 

My father drives me to school 
from East Greenwich - it's 
usually a 30-minute ride and 
I sometimes sleep through it. 
For many, the day may start 
as early as 5 a.m. During my 
school day, which begins at 8 
a.m., my brain is challenged by 
the curriculum - I'm expected 
to become educated on topics 
that range from the molar mass 
of oxygen to the symbolism of a 
river in Mark Twain's "Adven
tures of Huckleberry Finn." All 
energy for schoolwork and after
school activities comes from a 
short 25-minute lunch. 

After a grueling six or seven 
hours of daunting classes, 
extra-curricular activities begin. 

Whether it is mock trial, debate, 
art, acting, soccer, track, squash 
or band, each activity generally 

"After arriving 
home and eating 

a quick dinner, it's 
time to face the 

intensive homework 
that may last long 

into the night." 

runs for two hours. So students 
often do not leave the school 
building until 6 p.m., 7 p.m. or 
sometimes even later. Then fol
lows the commute home. 

After arriving home and 
eating a quick dinner, it's time 
to face the intensive homework 
that may last long into the night. 
Late into the evening, it's finally 
time to sleep. The cycle repeats 
itself, daily, weekly and monthly. 
So, it's clear that there is little 
time for relaxation, although I 
try to find a little time for Face
book, video games or television . 

Before a Jewish teen becomes 
a bar or bat mitzvah, he or she is 
likely attending Hebrew school 
twice a week to prepare for this 
rite of passage. High school 
students who attend the Harry 

Elk.in Midrasha Community 
High School also have classes 
twice a week. At Midrasha, stu
dents choose from a variety of 
classes and study with dedicated 
teachers. It's a great opportunity 
for students not only to learn 
but also to interact with fellow 
Jewish teens and celebrate holi
days together. Ideally, Jewish 
teens also find time to celebrate 
Shabbat and attend services, at 
least from time to time. 

W e teenagers have very busy 
lives. Juniors and seniors plan 
for college and work on applica
tions. Many students also have 
part-time jobs and are involved 
in community service activi
ties. They may participate in 
the Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts 
or temple youth groups and 
may have chores and respon
sibilities around the house. 
Teenagers are always on the go, 
and balancing our multifac
eted lives is our greatest chal
lenge. It's also a very important 
life skill that we are learning. 
Although I am very busy, I enjoy 
everything I do - but a little less 
homework would be nice. I can't 
wait for college. 

Ben Sack writes occasionally 
for The Jewish Voice & Herald as 
part of his Harry Elkin Midrasha 
Community H igh School course
work. Contact him at sachfam
ily@cox.net. 
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TEENS 
A new life ahead 

B l L AURA B EHU NSK\-SCIIIVE 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

NEW YORK - I hated my first 
semester of college. I had a vision 
of what my freshman year would 
be like: great friends, great boy
friend, weekends filled with par
ties ... I didn't think too much about 
classes; when I did, I knew I would 
coast through them. I had applied 
to Johns Hopkins for early decision 
after falling in love with it - but 
that love, much like my relation
ships with boyfriends, clothes and 
ramen noodles, turned out to be 
fickle . I didn't have 50 best friends 
my first week, and I didn't date 
anyone. 

Linguistics, the class I had 
chosen in order to get a science 
requirement out of the way while 
my grades were covered for that 
one semester (a rule under which 
all first semester freshman took 
classes Pass/Fail) turned out to 
be the bane of my existence. It got 
better, of course. I made a good 
group of friends, dated casually and 
seriously, and learned how to make 

"Listen to the 
rumors; they're 

most likely true." 

my weekends memorable, though 
some of them are best forgotten. 

No semester was perfect, but 
ultimately, there was no better 
sense of fulfillment than walking 
across the stage at commence
ment. I'm not the kind of person 
who believes that everything hap
pens for a reason, but I do believe 
you can take the difficult things 
that come your way and become a 
stronger person by doing so. 

Although I didn't have the 
perfect college experience that I 
always dreamed I would have, I 
know that if it had been any dif
ferent, I wouldn't be the better, 
stronger person I've become since 
I arrived at freshman orientation. 

Of course, if you're reading this, 
then you probably aren't thinking 
about what will happen four years 
from now. You're thinking about 
how you'll spend those four years. 
And although I don't have many 
regrets, there are many things I 
wish I had known before I left 
home. 

Listen to the rumors, because 
they're most likely true. If other 
students and your college guide
books tell you your top choice is a 
party school, it probably is. If they 
say it's a place where fun goes to 
die, that's probably true, too. The 
fact that you have your heart set on 
X school and don't want to believe 
anything negative about it won't 
make the flaws go away; some of 
those flaws may greatly affect the 
next four years of your life. You 
don't want to end up at the wrong 
school just because you ignored 
what you heard . 

You will miss your parents -
more than you think you will. If 

LAURA BERLINSKY-SCHINE 

you choose a school on the West 
Coast, be prepared to buy plane 
tickets. 

If you got into your top-choice 
school, or your top seven choices, 
you're allowed to be happy. There 
are some moments you'll be able to 
picture clearly for years to come, 
moments when you were unequiv
ocally happy; this is one of them. 

At the same time, be consider
ate of others. Don't take a month 
to make public pro/con lists if you 
know exactly where you're going. 
This is the beginning of college, 
but it's also the end of high school, 
and you may not be friends with 
some of these people forever. 

If you didn't get into your top 
choice, keep in mind that the 
cliche, "College is what you make 
of it," is generally true. If you start 
college thinking, "This is just my 
backup," then you'll be miser
able. But if you decide to give it a 
chance, chances are that you' ll have 
a good time anyway. 

Forget your SAT scores - that 
was yesterday. They will never 
matter again. Please don't become 
the person who is still brag
ging, as a college senior about 
the 800 s/he scored in math. 
That person has no friends. 
D on't roll your eyes when your 
mom takes you on a "My baby is 
going to college" shopping trip. It's 
a rite of passage. Plus, she'll buy 
you things you need - and that 
will be a big deal in a few months, 
because the parental gravy train is 
rolling away from the station. 

In four years, where you went 
won't matter nearly as much as 
what you did . That first semester, I 
thought I' cl never muster an ounce 
of school spirit. Now, I'm proud to 
call myself a Blue Jay forever. 

I am not ashamed to admit that I 
cried a little when I saw "The Social 
Network", and not only recognized 
my campus, but remembered how 
the filming crew obstructed the 
path from my apartment to H ome
wood. (Yes, though M ark Zucker
berg attended H arvard, the movie 
was filmed at Johns H opkins Uni
versity). Every once in awhile I 
would excitedly grab my friends' 
arms and point to the screen, and 
they'd say, "Yes, Laurn, we know. 
We went there, too." 

Laura Berlimky-Schine gradu
ated from ]ohm H opkins University 
in fall 2009. She lives in New York 
and works as the assistant marketing 
manager at N eal-Schuman Publish
,rs, Contact her at lberlin5@jhu.edu. 
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Internet safety for today's teens 
Parenting in our 
plugged-in world 

Bv NICOLE J ELLINEK, LICSW 
Special to 7he Voice & H eral 

PROVIDENCE - A 2009 New 
York Times article, "If Your Kids 
Are Awake, They Are Probably 
Online," revealed that children 
between the ages of8 and 18 spend 
7.5 hours every day using smart 
phones, computers, televisions or 
other electronic devices; addition
ally, since many of them are using 
several devices concurrently (e.g. 
listening to music while on Face
book), they experience nearly 11 
hours of media content in those 7.5 
actual hours. That's far more time 
than they spend in school each day! 

In this era of new and ever
expanding technology, our chil
dren face many issues that are new 
to us parents. As parents, we are 
responsible for their safety and for 
educating ourselves about the chal
lenges that this technology poses. 

EDUCATION 

Cyber-bullying is defined as 
online social cruelty that involves 
sending or posting harmful or cruel 
text or images, using the Internet, 
interactive or digital technologies, 
or mobile phones. The intent is to 
hurt, harass, embarrass , humili
ate. The National Association of 
School Psychologi,sts estimates 
that 160,000 children miss school 
every day for fear of being picked 
on, 1.6 million children are bullied 
each week and that 40-50 percent 
of students in grades 4-8 have 
been bullied online. 

Even children who are not 
actively involved in cyber-bullying 
(as either the bully or the victim) 
may play a role, whether as sup
porter, onlooker or defender. It is 
important for parents to ask their 
ch ildren directly about online bul
lying and not assume that their 
children will bring their concerns 
to them. 

Sexting is sending sexually 
explicit photos or text via one's 
mobile phone. The National 
Campaign to Prevent Teen and 
Unplanned Pregnancy reports that 
one in five teens have either sent 
or posted electronically nude or 
semi-nude images of themselves. 
Adults and teens have been pros
ecuted under child pornography 
laws for sexting. It is a crime to 
originate sexually explicit photos 
or text, and also to forward some
thing received on the phone to 
another person. 

WHAT TO DO TO I SURE SAFETY? 

If children are bullied, they should: 

Tell an adult. 

Leave the online area they are 
in. 

Block messages from harass
ing senders. 

• Save copies of any text or 
image they get. 

• In some cases, notify police 
Whether or not children are being 
bullied, parents should: 

• Know who their chidren's 
online "friends" are. 

• Not permit children to have a 
computer in their betlroom; keep 
the computer in a common area. 

• Set limits concerning behav
ior. 

• Teach children to guard their 
contact information and to avoid 
sharing passwords. 

• Encourage children to talk 
about their concerns and to express 
their feelings . 

• Validate the child's feelings. 

• Recognize behavior that may 
indicate that a child is concerned 
about g9ing to school. 

In 2010, the Rhode Island Gen
eral Assembly approved legisla
tion that created a special Senate 
commission to study the problem 
of cyber-threats, cyber-bullying, 
bullying and sexting, and to make 
recommendations for legislation 
to address these issues. The com
mission, chaired by State Senator 
John J. Tassoni, is currently hold
ing public hearings in communi
ties across the state and expects 
to issue their final report in the 
spring of next year. Informa
tion about the commission and 
upcoming hearings can be found 
at www.stopbullyingri.com. 

FIND US ON FACEBOOK 
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Loolring for a sitter? 
Looking to sit? 

Check out this 
new site 

B, VOICE & H ERALD STAFF 

voicehera!d@shalomri.org 

ALTHOUGH THE Voice & 
Herald can't attest to the reliabil
ity of this web site or the si tters you 
might find , we learned about a new 
site, www.J-Sitter.com, that helps 
Jewish families find Jewish sitters 
in their area for babysi tting, pet sit
ting or house sitting. 

The site includes this quote from 

in terms of helping to make those 
matches." 

The site notes that ] -Sitter is a 
safe and convenient destination 
for local people to provide respon
sible child care, friendly pet care 
or dependable house care in your 
Jewish community. ]-Sitter brings 
together those in need with those 
who can provide a secure and 
sensitive service. By signing up, 
you gain access to local sitter list
ings, sitter ratings, sitter feedback 
and recommendations, all free of 
charge. 

Jewish Family Service is commit
ted to educating parents and fami
lies about Internet and technology 
safety issues. We understand that 
a reasonable focus today is not on 
whether children's use of technol
ogy is good or bad - our children 
will continue to use what tech
nology and electronic devices are 
available. In response, we plan to 
address concerns about how par
ents can best work with these tech
nologies to keep children safe. 

For more information, contact 
Jewish Family Service (wwwjfsri. 
org) at 33f:J244. 

Nicole Jellinek, LICSW, is a social 
worker with Jewish Family Service 
and can be reached at nico/e@jfsri.org. 

a reviewer, "Fa1nilies 
looking for Jewish 
sitters and sitters 
looking for Jewish 
families need to look 
no further... ] -Sitter 
is perfectly positioned 

Xj' S i t t er" 
Jewish Family Service is a partner 

agency of the Alliance. 

to fill the void that currently exists 

B'nai Tzedek: Teen Philanthropy Rhode Island 

What is B'nai Tzedek? 
B'nai Tzedek: Teen Philanthropy Rhode Island will 
empower you and other teens to improve the world 
by launching you on a personal and engaged 
relationship to life-long Jewish giving. You will create 
an endowment fund through the Jewish Federation 
Foundation, make contributions to non-profit 
agencies of your choice, and have the opportunity to 
participate in community service activities and learn 
more about Jewish philanthropy. 

How does it work? 
Create a new philanthropic fund.in your own name by contributing $250 or more. The 
Endowment Fund of the Jewish Federation Foundation matches your first donation 
with up to $250, so your fund totals at least $500. * Once a year, you pick a qualified 
charity (or charities) to give up to 4-45% of your fund with a minimum donation of 
$25 to each charity . You can contribute more to your fund on a regular basis with 
minimum contributions of $18--a great use of money from other gifts or from 
working. And there is more ... Visit www.bjeri.org for more information or call Jana 
Bren man, Director of Teen Education, at the Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode Island: 
401 421-4rn ext . 181. 

B'nai Tzedek is a program of the 
Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode Island and 
the Jewish Federation Foundation 

wwwjvhri.org 
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Learning continues 
beyond the school day 

After-school 
programming 

benefits families and 
workplaces 

BY ADAM GnEENMAN 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

ONCE UPON A time, 
a child stopped learn
ing when the school 
bell rang at the end 

of the day. But, like a fairy tale 
introduction, that old-fashioned 
approach to education now has 
little to do with reality. 

Today, after-school and summer 
learning opportunities offer high
quality educational experiences 
that supplement school curricula 
beyond traditional school hours. 
This education reform is based on 
national and local research that 
points to learning loss for students 
of all socio-economic levels when 
school is out during the afternoon, 
weekend and summertime. 

"Businesses lose a 
staggering $50-
$300 billion in 

job productivity 
annually." 

Findings from the landmark 
"America after 3 p.m." study, con
ducted for the Afterschool Alli
ance in Washington D.C., show 
that more than one in four Rhode 
Island school children are unsu
pervised during the afternoons. 
While 14 percent of school chil
dren are in the care of their siblings 
in the afternoon, 27 percent are 
home alone. By contrast, only 17 
percent of Rhode Island 's students 
are enrolled in after-school pro
grams. This, despite the fact that 
93 percent of Rhode Island adults 

surveyed agreed that organized 
after-school activities should be 
available to children. 

Research shows that learning 
during out-of-school time can 
increase standardized math test 
scores and improve students' work 
habits and chances for success. 
Evaluations of major after-school 
initiatives indicate improvements 
in interpersonal skills, peer and 
adult relationships, self-control, 
problem solving, cognition, self
efficacy, commitment to school 
and academic achievement. Drug 
and alcohol use, school misbehav
ior, aggressive behavior, violence, 
truancy, high-risk sexual behavior 
and smoking are reduced. 

The ripple effects go beyond 
students' education. Every dollar 
invested in expanded learning 
opportunities returns $2.50 - by 
decreasing the costs of criminal 
justice, welfare and additional 
schooling. Furthermore, a 2006 
Brandeis study found that busi
nesses lose anywhere from a stag
gering SS0-$300 billion annually 
in job productivity due to parental 
on-the-job worry about their chil
dren during afterschool hours. 

Partnerships between school sys
tems and community-based orga
nizations that provide enrichment 
programs are critical to the success 
of after-school programs. Local, 
non-profit providers include the 
Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode 
Island's J-Space After-School pro
gram, Boys & Girls Clubs and 
Save The Bay, to mention but a few. 

Rhode Island Afterschool Plus 
Alliance (RIASPA) is a useful 
resource for parents and educators. 
RIASPA's Web site (www.after
schoolri.org) offers a map identi
fying where after-school programs 
are located, explains program 
quality standards and provides 
links to helpful child-centered 
initiatives such as the R.I. Parent 
Information Network, Bright
Stars and the First Lady's anti
obesity campaign, "Let's Move!" 
Whether in a structured after-

school setting, summer camp 
or simply at home, families can 
ensure that their children learn 
continuously by encouraging par-

t1c1pat1on in high-quality experi
ential learning opportunities that 
reach beyond school time. 

Adam Greenman is the executive 

TEENS 
director of the Rhode Island After
school Plus Alliance. Contact him at 
adam.greenman@afterschoolri.org. 

Local students participate in summer teaching opportunities 
Teens work with 

urban youth 
B Y VOICE & H ERALD STAFF 

voiceherald@shalomri.org 

PROVIDENCE - Two local 
teens, Rachel Zurier and Sasha 
Brenman, each spent one 
summer poring over lesson plans, 
writing interactive curriculum 
materials and teaching middle 
school students, as teachers in a 
program called SummerBridge. 

Designed to keep middle 
school students from losing too 
much knowledge during the 
summer months (see related story 
by Adam Greenman, "Learn
ing continues beyond the school 
day), Summerbridge has a dual 
mission - creating a pathway to 
college for low-income, academi
cally motivated middle school 
students in Providence public 
schools, and encouraging tal
ented high school and college 
students to pursue careers in edu
cation. 

Sasha Brenrnan, the daughter 
of Allan and Jana Brenman, of 
Pawtucket, was only 15 when she 
spent the summer of 2010 work
ing with students who were 12 or 
13 years old. 

Now a junior at The Wheeler 
School, Brenrnan, 16, was drawn 
to the program for several rea
sons. "I am interested in explor
ing teaching as a potential career," 
she said in a phone interview, 
"and I support the cause - which 
is to help middle school students 
who have high potential, but live 
in underserved communities." 

Sasha taught students math 
and served as an advisor. While 
her students faced challenges that 
all middle school students face, 
Brenrnan gained some insight 
into the lives of teens with fewer 
resources and less family support. 

/ Rachel Zurier 

RACHEL ZURIER, at right in pigtails, with some Summerbridge 
students and fellow teachers, in the summer of 2009. 

Speaking with far more matu
rity than her age would war
rant, Brenman identified those 
universal challenges as: "There's 
this big social thing that goes on 
and dies down in high school -
the cliques. Kids are growing 
through puberty ... the girls are a 
bit more mature and the boys are 
still throwing spitballs." 

Calling it an experience that 
taught her more about the value 
of education, Brenman continues 
to tutor one of her Summerbridge 
students during the year. She 
is also a Torah tutor at Temple 
Emanu-El, helping students pre
pare to become bar or bat mitz
vah. 

'T d recommend (Summer
bridge] to anyone," she said. "It 
was a lot of work, but definitely 
worth it." 

Rachel Zurier, 18, and a 
freshman at the University of 
Pennsylvania (Penn), worked 
at Summerbridge during the 
summer of 2009. Zurier, the 
daughter of Lauren and Sam 
Zurier, of Providence, is using the 

skills she learned as a Summer
bridge teacher in her part-time 
work now, as an ethnographer 
with the Netter Center for Com
munity Partnerships' Evaluation 
Team. She takes field notes about 
Penn's programs in the Philadel
phia elementary schools, analyzes 
the data and creates recommen
dations for improvements. "I use 
informati6n I got from teaching 
my own class ·of kids [at Sum
merbridge]," Zurier wrote in a 
F acebook message. 

"Summerbridge taught me that 
kids only get into trouble when 
they're not having a great time or 
constantly engaged." With that 
knowledge, she can recommend 
that teachers distribute puzzles 
or games for students to work on 
during free periods. 

Her favorite day at Summer
bridge was when the kids actu
ally understood the symbolism 
in "Macbeth." "Everyone seemed 
genuinely excited to be learning 
Shakespeare, something which I 
would have been hard pressed to 
say during the first couple weeks." 

Myriad parenting resources 
An expert offers 
recommendations 

BY VOICE & H ERALD STAFF 

voiceherald@shalomri.org 

PAWTUCKET - In response 
to The Voice & Herald 's request 
for "stories on teens," Frederic 
Reamer, Ph.D., a professor of 
social work in Rhode Island Col
lege's School of Social Work, and 
a Pawtucket resident, contacted 
us. 

He wrote, "I continue to hear 
from Jewish parents in Rhode 
Island who are eager for informa
tion about how to help their strug
gling teens, particularly those 

who are challenged with major 
mental health, behavioral,and 
substance abuse issues." 

Reamer suggested that this list 
of resources might be helpful to 
struggling parents: 

• H ow to locate a skilled thera
pist? 

That skilled therapist might be 
a clinical social worker, psycholo
gist, marriage and family thera
pist or mental health counselor. 

Visit www.helpstartshere.org/ 
find-a-social-worker 

• Is there an overview of 
resources for struggling teens and 
their families? 

The National Association of 
Social Workers has a site, www. 
help s tartshere .org/ki ds-and-

fa mi I ie s/hea Ith y-paren ting/ 
healthy-parenting-how-social
wo rke rs-help- s tru ggli ng-teen s. 
html. Reamer and his wife, 
Deborah Siegel, Ph.D., LICSW, 
ACSW, DCSW wrote the mate
rial therein. 

• How to locate an educational 
consultant who is a member of 
the Independent Educational 
Consultants Association? 

Many of the consultants, 
Reamer writes, specialize in work 
with struggling teens. Visit www. 
educationalconsulting.org/atrisk. 
html 

Reamer also suggests several 
books that might be useful; all 
but the books by Reamer and 
Siegel are available on amazon. 

wwwjvhri.org 

DR. FREDERIC REAMER 

com: 
• "Teens in Turmoil," by Carol 

Maxym and Leslie York 
• "Parenting Your Out-of-Con

trol Teenager," by Scott Sells 
• "Breaking Through to Teens, 

Psychotherapy for the New Ado
lescence," by Ron Taffe! 

• "What It Takes to Pull Me 
Through: Why Teenagers Get in 
Trouble and H ow Four of Them 
Got Out," by Dave Marcus 

• "Finding Help for Strug
gling Teens, A Guide for Par
ents and the Professionals Who 
Work with Them," by Reamer 
and Siegel. It contains, Reamer 
wrote, information on warning 
signs, how to find help, overview 
of different programs and schools, 
coping strategies and more. It is 
available at www.naswpress.org/ 
publications/children/struggling
teens.html 
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Festival features 
documentary filmmaker 

Roger Williams 
University hosts 
documentary, 

Juvenile Court' 

BRISTOL - On Friday, April 
15, Roger Williams University 
(RWU) will host Frederick 
Wiseman, a noted documen
tary filmmaker, as the keynote 
speaker for the sixth annual 
examines the mission of the U.S. 
juvenile justice system; the April 
15 program includes a free public 
screening of his film, from 1 to 
3:30 p.m., and a panel discussion 
and audience Q&A at 6 p.m. at 
the RWU Field House. 

The panel will consist of 
Wiseman; Thomas Grisso, 
an internationally-recognized 
expert in the field of juvenile jus
tice; Jay Blitzman, first justice of 
the Middlesex County Juvenile 
Court; Barry Grant, a leading 
expert on Wiseman and docu-

mentary film; and Emily Sack, 
a law professor at RWU. Frank 
DiCataldo, Ph.D. , assistant pro
fessor of psychology at RWU; 
and FLICKERS: Rhode Island 
International Film Festival's J . 
Scott Oberacker, Ph.D., edu
cational outreach director and 
George T. Marshall, executive 
director, prepared the program. 
Topics will include the historical 
mission of the juvenile court, the 
film's contribution to public dis
cussion surrounding the court, 
and the documentarian's role in 
cultivating public debate. 

Filmed at the Memphis Juve
nile Court in 1972, "Juvenile 
Court" offers a stark, behind
the-scenes look of a busy juve
nile court. Filmed in the direct 

aftermath of a set of landmark 
Supreme Court decisions that 
ushered in new, rights-based 
protections for juvenile offend
ers, the documentary captures 
the court during a critical 
moment of transformation - a 
time when an "old style" form of 
justice was forced to comply with 
a new policy of juvenile rights. 

The 2011 Roving Eye Interna
tional Film Festival is sponsored 
by the Rhode Island Council for 
the Arts (RICH) and at RWU, 
the Office of the Provost, the 
Office of the Dean of Arts and 

S cie n ces, 
the School 
of Law, the 
School of 
Criminal 
Studies, the 
Department 
of Commu

nications, and the Department 
of Psychology. 

For more infarmat£on, v isit 
www.rijilmfast.org. 

'It's Complicated: The Anierican Teenager' 
Photographs and 

interviews with 419 
teens are moving 

Bv VOICE & HERALD STAFF 

voiceherald@shalomri.org 

AGRANDSON of 
Holocaust survivors, 
Orthodox Jews, a 
debutant and a teen 

mother are among the 419 teen
agers interviewed and photo
graphed in a moving book, "It 's 
Complicated: The American 
Teenager." 

Robin Bowman, who con
ducted the interviews and pho
tographed the teens, took four 
ca r trips that would eventually 
consume four years of his life. 
Driving 21,731 miles across the 
nation, he met thousands of 
people and included 419 teens' 
stories through black-and-white 
photographs and interviews. 

The book begins with a several 
page statement from Bowman 
that includes this: "If I had to 
pick a unifying theme ... it would 
be the breathtaking ethnic, reli
gious, economic and cultural 
eclecticism that defines this gen
eration of Americans - a genera
tion twice the size of the baby 
boomers. This diversity is both a 
source of strength, and a source 
of tension." 

And, later in the statement, 
Bowman writes, '4}t is unde
niable that our children both 
reflect and affect who we are as 
individuals and as a nation and 
that, by coming to know our 

children as they balance on the 
cusp of adulthood , we can get 
acquainted or reacquainted with 
ourselves." 

The 26 questions - many of 
which include additional ques-

tions on the same topics 
- he posed to the teens 
were wide-ranging: 
"What is your most fre
quent emotion? "D o you 
follow any organized 
religion?" "Where were 
you on September 11?" 
"If you could be someone 
else in the world - who 
would that be and why?" 

To learn more about "It's 
Complicated" traveling 
exhibition, workshops and 
programming, visit www. 

theamericanteenager.com. 

"It's Complicated: The 
American Teenager,• by 

Robert Bowman, with an 
essay by Robert Coles, was 

published by Umbrage 
Editions, 2007, ISBN 978-1-

884167-69-0. 
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Are a teens may participate 
in B 'nai Tzedek 

Teens empowered to 
improve the world 

Bv CLAIRE R ocHE 

croche@shalomri.org 

PROVIDENCE - The B'nai 
Tzedek Teen Philanthropy Pro
gram empowers teens to improve 
the world by launching them on 
a personal and engaged relation
ship to lifelong Jewish values 
and giving. The program seeks 
to enable every Jewish teen in 
greater Rhode Island to establish 
an endowment fund in his or her 
name in collaboration with the 
Jewish Federation Foundation. 

B'nai Tzedek offers area teens 
an opportunity to become phi
lanthropists, but "it is so much 
more than that," said Jana Bren
man, director of teen educa
tion for the Jewish Alliance of 
Greater Rhode Island (the Alli
ance). The B'nai Tzedek program 
does introduce teens to philan
thropy through a focus on some 
very practical matters, "but it 
also focuses on larger goals and 
questions," Brenman said. "For 
example, why be a philanthro-

pist? What aspects ofJewish tra
dition and values guide us in our 
charitable giving? In what other 
ways can teens give their time 
and talents?" 

Brenman says that B'nai 
Tzedek is more than just a means 
to make charitable contribu
tions. B'nai Tzedek, a program 
model developed by the Harold 
Grinspoon Foundation that is 
ava ilable in many communities, 
seeks to "empower Jewish teens 
to change the world through 
tzedakah, charitable giving, and 
tikkun olam , repairing the world. 
The program's whole concept is 
rooted in helping teens explore 
and embrace Jewish values and 
tradition. 

Any area teen who has recently 
become a bar or bat mitzvah is 
welcome to join B'nai Tzedek. It's 
no coincidence that B'nai Tzedek 
is geared toward teens who have 
moved into "adulthood." This is a 
time when many teens - having 
received generous gifts on the 
occasion of their bar or bat mitz
vah - have the means to be able 
to establ ish a fund. More impor-

TEENS, Page 28 

Alan Shawn Feinstein 
YOUR GREAT KIDS! 
Sat. 10 A.M. & 12 Noon 
Sun. 10 A.M. & 6 P.M. 

PBS 36 / Cox 8 / Comcast 
»» 

School Begins Soon! 
Tutoring Students K-12 
All Subjects 

Homework Assistance 

Guided Reading/Writing 

Effective 1-on-1 Instruction 

SAT/ACT Prep 

Sr. Portfolio Prep 

Flexible Locations 

Available 7 Days a Week! 

College Grant 
Opportunity 

for 2010 Grads! 

A~ademiti 
Mdvaniage 

Call 401-921-5860 or visit 

www.academicadvantageRl.com 
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/ Zamir Choral Foundation 
HAZAMIR INTERNATIONAL JEWISH Youth Choir in New York during the weekend of March 2S - March 27. 

HaZamir celebrates 18th annual festival 
Local teens 

participate in 
songfest 

BY SII AHON W EISSBURG 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

PROV1DENCE - Fourteen teens 
and two alumni of Kol Kesem 
H aZamir (also known as HaZa
mir Providence) were among the 
256 singers who performed a 
variety of Jewish choral music in 
New York City on March 25 - 27, 
as one of the 19 chapters of HaZa
mir International Jewish Youth 
Choir (H aZamir). HaZamir is 
comprised of young people from 
the United States and Israel who 
love musical performance and have 
a deep desire to participate in the 
Jewish choral tradition. The mem
bers of HaZamir's 19 chapters 
meet once a year in New York to 
spend a bustling and invigorating 
weekend together rehearsing and 
preparing for the concert at the 
weekend's conclusion. 

Led by Cantor Brian M ayer, the 
members of HaZamir Providence, 
a program of the H arry Elkin 
Midrasha Community High 
School, performed beautifully for 
a a full house at Lincoln Center's 
Rose Theater. HaZamir Provi
dence performed for HaZamir on 
the evening ofFriday, March 25. In 
addition, three teens auditioned for 
and earned three solos, while two 
others provided narrations at the 
Sunday, March 27 concert. Solo
ists Rachel Kaufman, Michelle 
Goliger and Batya Franklin sang 
solos of Adonai Malach, Heal 
Us Now and Yachad Na'amod, 
respectively. Joshua Kaufman and 
Abby Kaye-Phillips, an alumna, 
narrated during the concert. 

The Voice & Herald caught up 
with Goliger and Franklin before 
they departed for New York to find 
out more about their HaZamir 
experiences. 

"It's difficult for me to verbalize 
just how much HaZamir means to 
me," said Goliger, 17, a senior at 
Classical High School in Provi
dence and a HaZamir member for 

/ Batya Franklin 

BATYA FRANKLIN, left, and Michelle Goliger, 
are the team leaders for Kol Kesem HaZamir. 

five years. Goliger is the daughter 
of Steve and Donna Goliger, of 
Providence. 

Goliger, a member of HaZa
mir's Chamber Choir (a select 
group of singers within HaZamir 
who are subject to audition and a 
higher standard of musical per
formance), heard about HaZamir 
from Cantor Dr. Brian Mayer, of 
Temple Emanu-El, who conducts 
the Providence HaZamir, called 
Kol Kesem, when she was in eighth 
grade. She has been a "devoted 
HaZamirnik" ever since. In addi
tion to her role in the Chamber 
Choir, Goliger is also a member 
of the HaZamir Teen Leadership 
Committee this year and a liaison 
between all HaZamir singers and 
the HaZamir national office. 

Franklin, 17, a senior at Mai
monides School in Brookline, 
Mass., and the daughter ofTemple 
Emanu-El's Rabbi Wayne Frank
lin and Anne Presser Franklin, of 
Providence, wanted to join HaZa
mir early in her middle school 
years. However, age restrictions 
prevented her from joining until 

she was in eighth grade. Like 
Goliger, she, too, is a member of 
the HaZamir Teen Leadership 
Committee. 

Franklin's favorite part of 
HaZamir is the beginning of every 
lntervisitation in January and Fes
tival in March. "Mati Lazar invites 
all HaZamirniks to rise and sing 
our anthem, 'HaZamir.' ... veterans 
who know the piece cold help out 
the rookies, some of whom may 
have never even seen the music 
before. We build a community, 
using music as our vehicle." 

The experiences and opportuni
ties Franklin has had with HaZa
mir have profoundly affected her 
- she and Goliger have performed 
at Carnegie Hall twice with the 
choir and this year's performance 
at Lincoln Center. 

Franklin said, "I love that the 
unifying force between all HaZa
mirniks is music. You don't have 
to have anything in common with 
them, or even know anything 
about them, to sing with them. 
There's a common understanding 
of what it means to make music 

wwwjvhri.org 

with more than 200 other Jewish 
teens .... that's no small thing." 

Goliger cites H aZamir as "one 
of the driving forces behind my 
passion fo r vocal performance and 
my drive to achieve musical excel
lence." 

Goliger appreciates the Jewish 
choral musical knowledge and 
experience she has gained from her 
fellow choir members, conductors 
and Lazar, the founder, director 
and maestro of the Zamir Choral 
Foundation. 

Both Goliger and Franklin have 
been so profoundly affected by 
their H aZamir experiences that 
they wrote about H aZamir in their 
respective common application 
(college) essays . 

Franklin recounts one experi
ence that she believes captures the 
meaning of the HaZamir expe
rience. "At last year's Festival, a 
group of about 10 H aZamirniks 
spontaneously gathered together 
and started singing Shabbat songs 
after lunch. With all the har
monies and beautiful voices, we 
sounded incredible. H owever, one 
of the chaperones came and asked 
us to stop singing, because we were 

going to lose our voices before our 
Sunday concert if we sang too 
much. As reluctant as we were to 
stop singing, we all understood the 
chaperone's advice, took it to heart 
and agreed that we ought to save 
our voices." 

M aze/ tov to HaZamir Providence 
members - Jesse Brenman, Emma 
Chodos, Hannah Feinstein, Batya 
Franklin, M ichelle Goliger, David 
Hertzberg Mayer, Aaron Kaplan, 
Joshua Kaufman, R achel Kaufman, 
Jacob Mukand, R achel Nassau, 
Charlotte Pawning, Adam Price
Schaeffer, Alexander Stone, alumni 
Mayan Harrel and Abby Kay-Phil
lips - and Cantor Brian Mayer. 

Sharon Weissburg, a senior at 
Classical High School in Providence, 
is an intern with The Jewish Voice 
& Herald. Contact her at sharon. 
meira@gmail.com. 

For more information about 
HaZamir Providence, contact 
Jana Brenman, director of teen 
education, The Jewish Alliance of 
Greater Rhode Island, at 421-
4111 or jbrenman@shalomri.org. 

TEENS learn philanthropy 
From Page 27 

tant, however, countless research 
studies - in Jewish education and 
identity formation and in secu
lar contexts - indicate that it is 
during the teen years that iden
tity and value systems begin to 
take root. B'nai Tzedek seeks to 
provide the opportunity for teens 
to explore and discover what 
matters to them and why at this 
critical time in their develop
ment. 

Greater Rhode Island teens 
can create a new philanthropic 
fund in their own name with 
an initial contribution of $250 
or more. The Endowment Fund 
of Jewish Federation Founda
tion will then match that gift 
with $250, creating a fund with 

an initial value of at least S500. 
Participants can then make 
an annual distribution from 
their fund to a charity of their 
choice. In addition to establish
ing a philanthropic fund, B 'nai 
Tzedek fund holders will have 
the opportunity to learn more 
about philanthropy, charitable 
giving, tzedakah and tikkun olam 
in classes and programs planned 
through the Harry Elkin Midra
sha Commnity High School. 

For more information, or to 
enroll in B'nai Tzedek, contact 
Jana Brenman, director of teen 
education, at 331- 0956, ext. 181 
or jbrenman@shalomri.org. 

Claire R oche is the senior plan-
11ing associate at the Jewish Alliance 
of Greater R hode Isla11d. 
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Climate change conference is a multifaith gathering 
Religion's role in 

preserving the Earth 

B Y S H_\ RON W EISSBl:RG 

Special to The Voice & H erald 

CALLI G environ
mental issues part of 
"our responsibility," 
Cantor R ick Perlman, 

the spiritual leader at Temple Am 
D avid in Warwick, was one of 
the speakers at the fourth annual 
R hode I sland Interfa ith Power 
and Light conference at La Salle 
Academy on March 24. 

Representatives from a wide 
array of faiths - Catholic, Meth
odist, Buddhist and Jewish 
- gathered to discuss climate 
change and religion's role in 
fight ing it. 

fro m the M iddle East and helps 
them to t ransit ion into Ameri
can life; Carolyn's Kitchen (of 
Carolina, R.I.); H ill Orchards of 
Smithfield; and Providence atea 
restaurants, Local 121, Apsara 
Asian Restaurant and Four Sea
sons Restaurant. 

Religious leaders, including 
Perlman, offered blessings. Perl
man spoke of the Jewish experi
ence du ring Exodus - the hurried 
making of matzah, the hunger 
pangs our ancestors felt in the 
desert and God 's rewarding faith 
by sending down manna from 
heaven. Those ancient trad itions 
are relevant for people who expe
rience hardships today, he sa id, 

-
f 

/ Sharon Weissburg 

The evening's events included 
presentations by representatives 
from various local eco-friendly 
businesses - Bill's Autoparts, 
which recycles cars; F.G. Lees 
& Son, Plumbing and H eating; 
Southside Community Land 
Trust; Rhode Island Wind Power 
- and advocates of environmental 
issues and the advanced use of 
composting. 

"God created the 
Earth. And what 
are we doing it 

with it? " 
CANTOR RICK PERLMAN speaks at the Rhode Island Interfaith Power and Light conference at LaSalle 

Academy on Thursday, March 24. Father Michael Najim, chap lain at LaSalle Academy,. is seat ed, at left. 

The evening also included the 
blessing and sharing of delicious 
foods from local food produc
ers that included Rhody Fresh, 
which sources milk from local 
dairies; the Providence G ranola 
P roject, which employs refugees 

emphasizing that faith plays an 
enormous role in solving the 
world 's problems. 

Following the meal, students 
led the 100 or so attendees on 
a tour of the school's new solar 
greenhouse; after that, there were 
workshops on climate change and 
how to combat it. One method 
- the use of wind power - was 
discussed; Shalom H ousing in 
W arwick is using more wind 

power, as Bonnie Sekeres, Shalom 
Housi ng director, explained. 
Other proposals focused on com
munity gardens and individual 
composting. Perlman said that 
Temple Am David "is getting 
very serious about reducing our 
carbon footprint." 

Lee Lerner, an Am David con
gregant, who owns a construc
tion business committed to g reen 

construction, talked about ways 
to achieve eco-friendly construc
tion. 

"God created the heavens and 
the Earth and said, 'H ere. You 
take it. You nurture it ... '" said 
Perlman. "And what are we doing 
with it?" 

After chanting Ha-motzi lehem 
min ha'aretz, the blessing for food, 
Perlman noted how often the 

Please join us as we welcome Arnold Eisen, 
Chancellor of the Jewish Theological Seminary, 
for a spectacular Educational Weeke-nd. 

FRIDAY, APRIL 8, AT 5:45 P.M. 

• Special Shabbat Chai serv ice in the Ma in Sanctua ry 

• Followed by Shabbat d inner in the Alperin 

Meeting H ou se. Reservations required 

• Chancellor Eisen to speak in the Mai n Sanctu ary 

after d inner''' 

SATURDAY, APRIL 9, AT 9:30 A. M . 

• Shabbat Servi ces in the Main Sanctuary w ith 

Chancel lor Eisen 's tal k before Musaf 

• Fo llowi ng Kiddu sh luncheon , Chancellor Ei sen 

wi ll entertain question s in t he Meeting H ouse 

~, PLEASE NOTE: Those who are unable to attend Friday night din ner 
are welcome to join us for the educational port ion of the eveni ng 
beginning at 8 P.M. Please notify the Tem ple office at 401 331-1 616 
or e-mail us at ha ppenings@teprov.org. 

Friday and Saturday 
April 8 and g, 2011 

One of the glories of the 
Conservative M ovement is 
that there is no thought you 
cannot think; no question 
you cannot ask . -ARNO LD E,srn 

Questions? Call 331-1616 or e-mail us at 

happen i ngs@teprov.org 

earth (ha'aretz) is disrespected. 
The moral and religious aspect 
of going green, as the conference 
emphasized in its mission state
ment, is essential to its success. 

Sharon Weissburg, a high school 
senior, is an intern with 1he Jewish 
Voice & H erald. Contact her at 
sharon.meira@gmail.com. 

• TEMPLE EMANU-EL • 99 Taft Avenue• Providence, RI 0 2906 • 401 331-161 6 

wwwjvhri.org 
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The Fogel family 
murders were beyond 

comprehension 

I'M SURE M O ST of you 
have heard about the t rag
edy that took place recently 
in the W est Bank settlement 

ofltamar. On a Friday night, ter

Daniel 
Stieglitz 

rorists broke into 
a family's home 
and brutally 
murdered Udi 
and Ruth Fogel 
and three of 
their six young 
children . 

A s if the 
murders them
selves weren't 
enough to send 
all of I srael into 

a grief-stricken state, the exact 
details were horrific. The children 
were 11, 3 and 4 -months-old. The 
terrorists slit the throat of the 
boy, 11; stabbed the 3-year-old 
boy in the heart, and decapitated 

the infant g irl. The eldest sibling, 
a girl, 12, returned home after an 
outing with friends to find her 
fa mily butchered. 

If anyone wou ld li ke to argue 
that two disturbed individua ls 
independently carried out these 
atrocit ies, how can it be explained 
that Arab communities distrib
uted candy in celebration of these 
murders? 

I'm not going to argue about 
the legality of the settlements. 
Even if, for argument's sake, the 
settlements are illegal, that ille
gality does not justify the kind of 
brutality that was unleashed on 
the family in Itamar. Settlers are 
not -evil! Even if you don't believe 
that, no infa nt settler, or any 
infant fo r that matter, deserves to 
have his or her life cut so short in 
such a brutal manner. There is no 
such thing as an evil infant. 

It is not valuable to claim, "This 
event was inexcusable, but it also 
shows just how far I srael has 
pushed the Arab population ." 

I don't care if one person or an 
entire nation has been pushed 

j ERUSALEM j OURNAL 

What is evil? 
over the edge. These murders of 
children are, plain and simple, 
inexcusable. 

Imagine what kind of person 
wou ld commit such brutalities. 
These murders are the result of a 

"The people of 
lsrael rallied 

together. There 
were no political 

cries for vengeance 
and retribution." 

fundamental fl aw in a society that 
not only justifies, but actually cel
ebrates and honors such actions. 

In 2001, when I was studying in 
yeshiva in Israel , two boys , Koby 
M andell and Yosef Ishran, were 
bludgeoned to death by Arab ter
rorists. Their funeral, which I 
attended, was delayed - the boys 
were so badly beaten that their 

dental records were needed to 
identify them. I remember think
ing, "I could n't even imagine 
beating an animal to death like 
that. W hat kind of person would 
do that to two 14-year-old boys?" 

In the meantime, I am proud to 
be a pa rt of a society that deals 
with death in an entirely dif
ferent manner. A s always, the 
people of Israel rallied together 
in a state of mourning and sup
port. M ore than 20,000 people 
attended the funeral fo r the 
fa mily from Itamar, the vast 
majori ty of whom were st ra ngers 
to the deceased . There were no 
poli tical cries for vengeance and 
retribution. Rather, we took the 
opportunity to mourn together 
as a nation. R ami Levy, owner of 
one ofl srael's larger supermarket 
chains, personally delivered food 
to the fa mily every day they were 
sitting shiva, the first seven days 
of mourning. H e has promised 
to continue to do so every week 
for the next 16 years, until the 
youngest orphan turns 18. 

And how do Israelis treat 

ISRAEL 

A rabs within days of such mur
ders? In the very settlement 
where the remaini ng fa mily 
members were sitting shiva, an 
Arab woman arrived at the com
munity's entrance in labor, with 
her unborn child 's umbilical cord 
wrapped around its neck. Local 
paramedics did not hesitate to 
deliver the child and save its life. 
F ive days after Arabs took the 
life of an infant and its fami ly 
members, I sraelis saved the life 
of an Arab infant just a few min
utes walk from where the Israeli 
fa mily was mourning. 

I am proud to be part of a 
society that rall ies together and 
behaves in such a manner, ra ther 
tha n one that celebrates the 
deaths of an infant and his fa mily. 

Dani Stieglitz, a native of Prov
idence, made aliyah to Israel in 
2007. He currently lives in Efrat 
with his wife, and works in Jeru
salem. Contact him at dstieglitz@ 
gmail.com. 

Amid violence, pen pals in Congress focus on Israel 
Flurry of letters sent 

to White House, 
Jewish constituents 

Bv RoN KAMPEAS 

WASHINGTON OTA) - It 
happens almost like clockwork: 
Something happens in the 
Middle East, and it reverberates 
across the Atlantic with new let
ters from the U.S. C ongress. 

With so many relatively new 
members looking to establish 
their pro-Israel credentials, 
the reaction in Congress to the 
recent violence in Israel was par
ticularly swift. 

"American pressure needs to 
be exerted on the Palestinians, 
not the Israelis, to make steps 
toward achieving peace," said a 
March 18 letter to U.S . Secretary 
of State Hillary Rodham Clin
ton from the Republican Study 
Committee, the conservative 
ca1tcus of Republicans from the 
House of Representatives. 

A close reading of the letters 
reveals the differences over what 
the authors believe constitutes 
being pro-Israel. Some place the 
burden exclusively on Palestin
ians to restart peace talks, and 
others call on the United States 
and Israel also to take steps to 
tamp down tensions. 

After the March 11 slaughter 
of a couple and three of their 
children in the West Bank settle
ment ofltamar, bipartisan letters 
to the Obama administration 
from each congressional cham
ber urged pressure on the Pales-

tinians to return to peace talks. 
Each letter outlined what it said 
were examples of incitement 
sanctioned directly or indi rectly 
by the Palestinian Authority. It is 
not yet clear who ca rried out the 
killings, though Palestinian ter
rorists are believed the culprits. 

The U.S. H ouse of Representa
tives' letter to President Obama, 
circulated by Reps. Steve Roth
man (D-N .J.) and Steve Austria 
(R-Ohio), calls on the presi
dent to "insist" that Palestinian 
Authority (PA) President Mah
moud Abbas "re-enter peace 
talks, without preconditions, and 
demand that President Abbas 
eliminate all vestiges of incite
ment coming from his govern
ment, Palestinian entities or 
officials." 

Abbas withdrew last Septem
ber from renewed direct peace 
talks with Israel after I sraeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu refused to extend a 
partial settlement moratorium 
in the West Bank. 

The letter to Clinton circu
lating in the Senate, initiated 
by Sens. Kirsten Gillibrand ,,. 
(D-N.Y.) and Mark Kirk 
(R-Ill.), made si"milar calls. 

"The Itamar massacre was a 
sobering reminder that words 
matter, and that Palestinian 
incitement agai nst Jews and 
Israel can lead to violence and 
terror," the letter said . "W e urge 
you to redouble your efforts to 
impress upon the Palestinian 
leadership that continuing to 
condone incitement is not toler
able." 

The self-described "pro-Israel, 

pro-peace" lobbying group J 
Street blasted the Rothma n-Aus
tria letter, saying such statements 
should tackle all sides responsible 

"After the March 
11 slaughter in 
the West Bank 
settlement of 

ltamar, bipartisan 
letters urged 
pressure on 

the Palestinians 
to return to 
peace talks." 

for the peace impasse. The orga
nization already had made clear 
the kind of letter it preferred. A 
March 15 letter to Obama signed 
by 116 H ouse members backed 
the president's proposal for keep
ing funding for Israel and the 
Palestinians at current levels - S3 
billion for Israel and about SS00 
million for the Palestinians. 

wwwjvhri.org 

"W e are thrilled to see so many 
members of Cong ress stand fo r 
the continued assistance to I srael 
and the PA that advances Amer
ica's interests and the prospects 
fo r peace and secu rity in I srael," 
it said in that statement. 

All but one of the sig natories 
on that letter, initi ated by Reps. 
Jan Schakowsky (D -111.) and 
Anna E shoo (D - Calif.), were 
D emocrats, underscoring a fact 
of W ashing ton's political land
scape that is frustrating efforts 
by dovish pro-Israel groups to 
win bipartisan support: Repub
licans are loath to sig n on to 
anything that signals support 
fo r the Palesti nians. Indeed, the 
Schakowsky-Eshoo letter was 
prompted by Republica n threats 
to slash funding for the Palestin
ians. 

D emocrats, even those who 
signed the Schakowsky-Eshoo 
letter, are likely also to sign 
onto efforts singling out the 
Palestinians and other Arab 
nations as bearing the burden 
of peacemaking. That's partly a 
reflection of the strength of the 
American Israel Public Affairs 
Committee, which pushes for 
such statements. 

Emphasizing Palestinian 
responsibility for the impasse is 

likely to remain the standard for 
pro-Israel members on Capitol 
Hill given t he resumption this 
week of rocket attacks from the 
Hamas-controlled Gaza Strip 
on Israel's South and the recent 
bombing at a Jerusalem bus sta
tion. 

Within hours of the bombing, 
AIPAC circulated a fundraising 

letter telling potenti al donors 
that "with a special contribu
tion of SS0, Sl00, S250," they 
cou ld help the lobby shepherd 
more than $3 billion in prom
ised defense assistance through 
C ongress . Citing the J erusalem 
bombing and other attacks, the 
letter said, "Anything less than a 
full commitment to I srael 's secu
rity would send the wrong mes
sage at this critical time." 

AIPAC later apologized for 
issuing a fundraising appeal 
citing the terrorist attack just 
hours after the bombing. 

Soon after, C ong ress members 
close to AIPAC were issuing 
statements backing full funding 
for Israel, despite across-the
board cuts. 

"Israel remains under siege by 
extremist elements," said a state
ment from the office of Rep. 
Ileana Ros-Lehtinen (R-Fla.), 
the chairwoman of the H ouse 
Foreign Affairs C ommittee. 
"Violence against I srael perpe
trated by extremist groups is 
relentless and illustrates the need 
for the U.S. to continue to pro
vide robust security assistance to 
our key ally." 

Rep. Eric Cantor (R-Va.), the 
House majority leader, directly 
linked the attacks to Palestinian 
incitement. 

"We must use the recent attacks 
to address the root cause of this 
violence: anti-Israel incitement 
in Palestinian mosques, schoois 
and media - and the blanket 
refusal on the part of the Pales
tinians to accept Israel 's right to 
exist that it has created," he said . 
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Living a full life requires risk 
Dropping personal 
armor was freeing 

B Y D R. CHARLES S HERMAN 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

I BELIEVE THAT true 
personal closeness pro
vides richness in life that 
is essential. I didn't always 

feel this way. 
In 1963, when I was 9 years 

old, my father died in a plane 
crash. He had gone to Puerto 
Rico with several of hi s friends to 
play golf. This was a first for him, 
leaving his family and traveling 
out of the country. He had never 
been a good flyer, often worrying 
that he would die in a crash. He 
stayed up late the night before 
he left, wandering the house and 
peeking in on his sleeping chil
dren . 

On his way back home, his 
plane was struck by lightening 
and plunged to Earth in a fiery 
mess. My family and I first found 
out about the crash by reading a 
news flash at the bottom of the 

TV screen during the Ed Sul
livan Show. We didn't get full 
confirmation of his death unti l 
late in the evening, after I had 
already gone to sleep. 

The next morning, I remem
ber angrily thinking that life was 

"lt was my father's 
death in a plane 
crash that [let 

me] learn how to 
truly fly." 

unfair and unpredictable. I later 
resolved to do everything I could 
to avoid this level of pain and 
despair again, even if it meant 
lessening the pleasures in my 
life. I figured that if I never got 
really close to anyone again, I 
wouldn't feel so terrible when 
they were gone. 

Th is served me well for 
many years. graduated 

from high school, college 
and medical school, maintain
ing an aloofness that didn't allow 
me great intimacy but also didn't 
cause me much personal sorrow. 
I w.as a solo pilot in the universe. 

One night, as a medical 
attending, I was alone with one 
of my patients who had myeloma, 
a cancer that ravishes the bone. 
He was experiencing tremendous 
pain, and despite all of our treat
ment, he was slowly dying. I 
asked him why he kept push
ing so hard to hang on. To my 
surprise, he told me that these 
last months of hi s life had been 
the most meaningful. His family, 
previously estranged, had come 
together at his bedside to share 
fond memories and rekindle their 
love for one another. My patient 
witnessed with joy their new 
level of understanding and he felt 
that he could now let go. 

I pondered this man's sacrifice 
for many years. Slowly I came to 
understand that death didn't have 
to be a dreaded event. I also came 
to realize that those deep ties 
between people, those moments 

of real emotional understand
ing, were the jewels of life. I 
was finally willing to drop my 
armor and allow closeness back 
into my life, regardless of the 
emotional price. 

I write this essay on the 44th 
anniversary of my father 's death. 
Over these many years , I have 

lived a rich life of intimacy in 
both my personal life and in my 
work as a physician. In a strange 
way, it was my father's death in 
a plane crash that afforded me 
the opportunity to learn how to 
truly fly. 

Dr. Charles Sherman is a put
monologist and a clinical associate 

professor of medicine at the Alpert 
Medical School of Brown Univer
sity. He lives in Barrington. Con
tact him at cbsherman@gmail.com. 

Sherman 's This I Believe essay 
aired on Feb. 20, 2008. The Voice 
& H erald thanks Frederic R eamer 
and Joseph O'Connor, the This 
I Believe producer and WRNI 

elieve 
Rbod I laud 

general manager, respectively, 
for allowing us to reproduce these 
essays. 

If y ou would like to submit your 
published "This I Believe" essay to 
The Voice & Herald, email Nancy 
Kirsch at nkirsch@shalomri.org, 
subject line: This I Believe. 

LOCAL Jewish leaders have influence in Washington, D.C. 
Care New England has 6 7 'best docs' 

From Page 9 

E lections and Senior Poverty. 

PROVIDENCE- Care New Eng
land announced that 67 physicians 
have been listed in the 2011-2012 
Best Doctors in America, placing 
them among the top five percent of 
doctors in the U.S. 

The trip to Capitol H ill, on the 
last day of the Plenum, was event
ful. The six representatives - D avid 
Leach, Avi Nevel, Marilyn Rue
schemeyer - who is Rhode Island's 
CRC chairperson - Richman, 
Jonathan Stanzler and I met with 
the staff and congressional del
egation of Rhode Island. Our first 
meeting was with our newly elected 
Congressman David Cicilline who 
warmly welcomed us. Senators Jack 
Reed and Sheldon Whitehouse 
were also happy to meet with us. 
As residents of our nation's smallest 
state, we have the d istinct advan
tage of actually personaJly knowing 
our elected officials in W ashing
ton. Scheduling conflicts prevented 
Congressman James Langevin 
from meeting with us. During our 
meetings with members of Con
gress and their staff, we discussed 
civility during elections, the budget 
and the legislative process, foreign 
aid fu nding- with a special empha
sis on Israel - job creation and eco-

MICHAEL OREN 

The list of doctors from Butler 
Hospital includes Jane L. Eisen, 
psychiatry; Joseph H. Friedman, 
neurology; Benjamin D. G reen
berg, psychiatry; Victor D. Lerish, 
pediatrics; Paul B. Lieberman, psy
chiatry; Lawrence H . Price, psychi
atry; M ichael A. Silver, psychiatry; 
and at Women & Infants H ospital, 
Charles B. Kahn, endocrinology 
and metabolism; Peter D . Kramer, 
psychiatry; D avid E . M andelbaum, 
pediatric specialist; Leonard Alan 
M ermel, infectious disease; Rich
ard Millman, pulmonary medicine; 
Ronni M . Peltz, pediatrics; Jased C. 
Robins, obstetrics and gynecology; 
and Boris Skurkovich, pediatric 
specialist. 

nomic development and funding 
for social services programs. 

The 2012 JCPA Plenum will be 
in D etroit in M ay. 

JJ~~cc~ 
Sunday, April 10 - 3 p.m. 

John Carter Brown Library - Brown University - 94 George St. 
$30 - For information and tickets: 751 ·6645 

Bethoven 
Of!l8.#3 

Sponsored by the Women and Men of Brown 

Brahms 
OP.Sl.#2 

For more information about the 
Community R elations Council, con
tact M arty Cooper at 421-4111, ext. 
171, or mcooper@shalomri.org. 

According to a recent release 
from Case New England, the list 
of physicians in the Best D octors 
in America is compiled through 
a lasge, peer-review based evalua-

SHMUEL TAITELBAUM 
CERTIFIED MOHEL 

Providence-Based • Reco111111e11ded b)' Local p/~1sicia11s & Rabbis 
861-1403 

wwwjvhri.org 

tion of the medical profession. Best 
Doctors' objective is to identify the 
best trained, most experienced and 
most skilled specialists. 

In the U.S., Best D octors com
missions an exhaustive, annual 
peer-review survey of the medical 
profession. Contacting more than 
45,000 doctors identified in previ
ous surveys as "the best" in their 
specialties, they ask, "If you or a 
loved one needed a doctor in your 
specialty, to whom would you refer 
them?" 

For a complete list, visit www. 

bestdoctors.com. 

J E F F REY B. PINE, PC 
Attorneys nt Lnw 

Jeffrey B. Pine 
.W1in1<;,V Gener,1/ 1993- 19!19 

• Criminal Defense 
• Personal Injury/Serious Accidents 
• Civil and Business Litigation 
• Divorce/Family Law 
· Probate/Estate Planning 
• Real Estate 

Attorneys 
JtfFRt \' B. Pll\ l: 

B RIA N G. G OUl'\TEJ \ 

J2 I South ~lain St . · Suite 302 
Pmv1dcncc, RI • 401.351.8200 

!)ummit Pl.tz.i • 23 I Old Tower Rd . 
W,,k,hdJ, RI· 401.788.9100 

www.pinelaw.com 

lhtRl~(wr!ll(fl'l"•'i.,,.)fflWltl'l#qffll'!".irodllfolW" 
Jh,t101Kl dot,nutk!'111,1'0l!tnly•"1 l.ml'ffl"Mlt~t 

Of-.p«-.hll lflolf"lfll'idl'IIP,~ fl< t 
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ANTIQUES 

MWascomat 

Anderberg's, Inc. 

1i•n11:i1i\30•!·'1lli·)i\'•H1l1U0111il 
Equipment, Parts & Service 

For Apartment Buildings, Nursing Homes & Hotels 
99 llgginnn Ave., Lincoln, RI 02885 

Donald Myrberg 
sales@anderbergs.necoxmail.com 

Tel: 401-725-6960 
Fax: 401-725-6963 

ARCHITECT 

George S. Burman, Architect 
NCARB, AIA RI, MA 

Burman 
Architect 

.. , ... , I a• 

www.burmanarchitects.com 
burmanarchitects@fullchannel .net 

AUTOMOBILE SERVICES 
R.I. Inspection Station 
Full Service Auto Repair 

761 Hope St. 
Providence, RI 02906 

Phone 401-621-2348 
Fax: 401-831-6652 

BAR/BAR MITZVAH!WEDDINGS 

PINES 
CONFERENCE 

CENTER 

BAR/BAR MITZVAHIWEDDINGS 

Take the Oy Vey Out of 
Planning Your Big Day 

Capture your Simcha 

in a professional DVD from 

R.I. Video Pro 

BUSINESS BROKERS 

Vested Business Brokers 
THE BUY-SELL PROFESSIONALS 

DAVID CO HEN - ew England Managing Director 

CONFIDENTIAL - NO FEE UNLESS SUCCESSFUL 
CALL TODAY FOR A FREE VALUATION 

www.vestedbb.com 
phone: 508-863-9768 

dcohen@vestedbb.com 
" fax: 401-293-0029 

COINS 

WE BUY· COINS & JEWELRY 
• GOLD COINS WE BUY & SELL RARECOINS, ~----.1 : ~::~i~s BULLION & GOLD JEWELRY NOW AVAILABLE 
• STAMPS Eagle Silver Dollars, 

GOLD JEWELRY & WATCIIES BEST Gold Coin, & Estate 
' • ANTIQUES, STERLING SILVER Jewelry and Silver, 

~~ ).# •COINS&BARS PRICES ProofSets,Coin& 
IW,1/ • US AND FOREIGN Stamp Albums 

• PCGS..NGCauthorized 

PODm COIN IXCHANGl INC. ~~:t~~ ~~~~;:::o.::r40e;:~:~ 
769 Hope St.,Providence 401 8611640 

SAME LOCATION SINCE 1969 • LC 8041 • • 

COMPUTER REPAIR & SERVICE 

:~!a~?.~~t:1~i~~~~~~E 
Network Video Surveillance 

Virus/Spyware Removal 
Macintosh Repair 

~R~-:;.,;r;;;~ .... .;. ... ., .... ■-~r., On-Site Service• Remote Support 

Call Eric Shorr 331-0196 
Toll Free 800-782-3988 

SONICWAU') ~ 

1Qf Larry B. Parness 
M8' 

Thinking outside the box 

Full service accounting firm providing 
business individual 

consulting 
Tax Preparation 

401-454-0900, parnessl@1x.netcom com 
128 Dorrance St.• Suite 520 • Providence, RI 02903 

You've known me for your taxes 
Now see me for the rest of your financial story 

GENERAL SERVICES 
It's a M1tzVah to 

RENT-A-MENSCH 
Specializing in Service for Seniors 
to keep you safe and secure In your home. 

•Property M.a1ntenance and Management 
•Safety 1nspec11ons and Upgrades to: 

•m1nim1ze fall rrsks 
•maximize convenience, efficiency 

Wayne Rosenberg 
Tel 401 -273-4642 • Mobile, 617-633-6062 
www.rentamensch.us RJ. Reg. #29694 

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
The Largest Bath 

Showroom in Rhode Island 

Fall River, MA 
1-508-675-7433 I FREEWAY DRIVE 

CRANSTON, RI 
401-467-0200 
800-838-1119 

Have you met Tom Lopatosky? 
Find out what makes him different! 

Call for a FREE estimate! 
866.86 LOPCO (56726) or 401 270 2664 

or text LOPCO to 90210 

"ProfeSlional, Personable. Particular Pa inters'" 

LopcoContracting.com 
RI REG #21331 • MA HIC #145887 

FOR BUSINESS DIRECTORY WEB AND DISPLAY ADVERTISING CONTACT: 

TRICIA STEAR LY: 401-421-4111, ext. 160 - tstearly@jfri.org 

READ US ON-LINE WWW.JVHRI.ORG - FRIEND US ON FACEBOOK 
wwwjvhri.org 
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The Guide will be mailed 
to every known Jewish 
household in Rhode 
Island and Southeastern 
Massachusetts with our 
September 30,2011 issue of 
The Jewish Voice & Herald, 
publisher of this informative 
handbook. 

Rates: Price 
Back (o\er • glossy stock. 4-ailor ........ 1,475 
lmidefrontorbackco,cr,4-culor ...... -... - 1325 
Full pagc4-«ilorglossy ........... 1000 
Full page 4~olor ..... . ........ 825 
Full page spot color ... -.. ,-.,., ........ J. .. --,-....... 670 
Full page b&• ...... ... 780 
Half page 4-<-0lor ~°") .............................. .500 
Half pagc 4-color .... ~ ................. M ............... ..450 
Halfpagcspotcolor ____ 410 
Halfpagebb vcnicalorholizonul ... ...... .JOO 

Tricia Stearly 
401-421-4lll ext 160 

tstearly@JFRl.org 
OPEN RATl!S: S20 per column inch, SPECIAL RATES: S 15 per column inch tor full·year advertisers of 

The Jewish Voice & Herald newspaper (25 insertions). 

COLOR: 4-color. Add $150 • SPORT COLOR: Add Sl 10 
MECHANICAL INFORMATION: 1 column width 2.25", 2 column width 4.625' 

Ad Deadline August 22, 2011 • Publication date September 30, 2011 

CLASSIFIEDS 
10,000 

MASSAGES 
SINCE 1993 

You're in good hands. 
"Best of Boston" massage 
therapist, Cathryn Moskow, 
now practicing on East Side, 
Providence. Blend of Deep 
Tissue, Biodynamics and 
Swedish to relieve and rehab 
chronic pain, new conditions 
and just plain relax. For 
appointment, call 401-808-0837. 

ADVERTISING 
SALESPERSON 

WANTED! 
DO YOU LIKE being out and 
about, not stuck in an office, 
and meeting new people? Do 
you have marketing or sales 
experience? Do you value The 
Jewish Voice & Herald? If so, we 
want to talk with you! 
We want to hire a second, 

part-time commission-only 
salesperson to sell ads for our 
award-winning, kudos-earning 
biweekly paper. Experienced 
sales person desired; very 
generous commission rate 
offered. 
Salesperson has opportunity 

to earn generous income. 
Serious inquiries only! Contact 
Nancy Kirsch at 421-4111, ext. 
168 or nkirsch@shalomri.org. 
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How does 
your garden grow? 

WANTED: Tips on 
home improvement, 
buying and selling 
houses and more 

SPRING REALLY 
HAS arrived and we're 
eager to share gardening 

tips. Whether you're a Master 
Gardener or a weekend putter
in-the-garden gardener, please 
share your garden tips and pic
tu res with us. Found a secret to 
keeping squirrels or other fou r
legged critters from eating 
your produce? Know a way to 
get kids engaged in growing a 
vegetable garden - or mowing 
the lawn? 

We also welcome tips about 
home life, too - ridding your 
home of clutter, home decorat-

ing on a budget, moving and 
more. 

S~nd pictures and informa
tion - or story ideas - so we can 
share them with our readers in 

our upcom ing H ome, Garden 
& Real Estate issue of April 29. 

Send all to Nancy Kirsch, 
executive editor, at nkirsch@ 
shalomri.org or to her at 401 
Elrngrove Ave., Providence, RI 
02906. 

Cape Verdean and Jewish 
communities celebrate Passover 

THE CAPE VERDEAN 
and Jewish communities 
are hosting their sixth 

annual Passover seder at 6 p.m., 
on Wednesday, April 13 at the 
Salvation Army Ray & Joan Kroc 
Community Center, 650 Dudley 
St., D orchester, Mass. 

At the seder, which is free and 
open to the community, people 
will share the liberation stories 
and songs of the Jewish and Cape 
Verdean communities. 

Space is limited, RSVPs are 
required to 339-225-9687 or cap e
verdeanjewishseder@gmailcom. 
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OPTICAL SHOP 
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SYRIA could move toward a more moderate regime or .... 
From Page 1 

Syria's huge stockpiles of missiles 
and chemical weapons could fall 
into the wrong hands. The unrest 
on Israel 's doorstep could spread 
to the West Bank and to Jordan. 
Syrian President Bashar Assad's 
more radical successors could use a 
conflict with Israel to build domes
tic legitimacy. 

Against all that, a huge oppor
tunity is opening up for positive 
regional change if Syria's incum
bent president or a more moderate 
successor regime is spurred by this 
unrest to turn to the West with a 
program of democratic reforms and 
a call for economic aid to make it 
work. That would mean a severe 
weakening of the Iranian axis and 
an opening for peacemaking with 
Israel. 

Given the possibilities, the Israe
lis aren't sure whether to hope for 
the fall of Assad or not. 

ltamar Rabinovich, a former 
Israeli ambassador to the United 
States and one of Israel 's leading 
experts on Syria, says that if Assad 
falls, the big losers will be Iran, 
Hezbollah and Hamas. 

So far, Iran has been one of the 
main beneficiaries of the regional 
turmoil, Rabinovich noted in a 
column in Israel's daily Yediot 
Achronot. Iran's rival in Egypt was 
toppled from power; Shiite allies 
have staged an uprising in Bahrain; 
the pressure on rival Saudi Ara
bia's regime is growing - and it's 
all deflecting world attention away 
from Iran's suspected nuclear weap-
ons program. 

But if a new W estern-leaning 
regime in D amascus were to 
emerge, that would be a huge blow 
to Iran's regional ambitions. To pre
vent that, Iran might press Assad to 
escalate tensions with Israel in an 
attempt to unify the Syrian people 
against a common enemy, Rabi
novich and others have warned. 

But Israeli government officials 
say it's unlikely that the unrest in 
Syria will spill over into new cross
border hostilities. 

"The probability of Assad heat
ing up the northern border to divert 
attention from his domestic trou
bles is not high," Strategic Affairs 
Minister M oshe Ya'alon told Israel 
Radio. H e added that the turmoil 
in the Arab world presents not only 
dangers, but also opportunities; he 
did not elaborate. 

Most Israeli Syria experts believe 
that Assad's chances of retaining 
power are good. 

H ebrew University's Moshe 
M aoz, author of several books on 
Syria, said that although the Ala
wite minority community from 
which Assad hails numbers only 
about 13 percent of Syria's popu
lation, it has firm control over the 
levers of state power, especially the 
armed forces. 

"Like his father, Assad has care
fully placed his own people every
where," M aoz told JTA. "Although 
there are Alawites who see them
selves as Bashar's enemies, they fear 
the moment he falls they could be 
subject to massacre by the Sunni 
majority." 

Although the Muslim Brother-

SYRIAN PRESIDENT BASHAR ASSAD 

hood is the most organized poten
tial opposition force in Syria, M aoz 
says it does not have the where
withal for a successful rebellion. 

"They can preach rebellion in the 
mosques, but they don't have the 
arms to carry it out," he said . ''There 
is no military force in Syria that 
could seriously challenge the army. 
And I don't see Bashar giving in 
and stepping down without a fight. 
For him it is a battle for survival for 
the family, the tribe, the sect." 

There are other factors working 
in Assad's favor. 

For one thing, no clear opposi
tion group or leader has emerged. 
For another, young people in Syria 
have been subject to years of pro
regime indoctrination, and Assad is 
not universally hated the way some 

of the other Arab autocrats are (or 
were). The Assads even created 
special Koran schools to make the 
Alawite faith more palatable to the 
Sunni majority. 

This is why Assad's carrot-and
stick policy actually could work, 
M aoz said. Assad is offering far
reaching reforms, such as canceling 
the 1963 emergency law and allow
ing the formation of political par
ties, while at the same time using 
the armed forces to keep the pro
testers at bay. So far, dozens have 
been killed. 

Assad is unlikely to go to war 
with Israel because he knows it 
would be disastrous for Syria and 
for his regime, M aoz said. "Assad 
has his own military calculus. H e is 
not under Iran's thumb," he added. 

WORLD 

Indeed, M aoz believes the unrest 
could drive Assad toward the West 
to better meet the new demands of 
the Syrian people. 

"Ifhe remains in power, he might 
take a more pragmatic approach, 
looking for W estern economic aid 
and for negotiations with Israel 
to get back the Golan, which is 
important to him for strategic and 
emotional reasons," Maoz said. 

Alon Liel, chairman of the Israel
Syria Peace Society, is also upbeat. 

Apart from his control of the 
levers of state power, Lie! noted, 
Assad has received strong support 
from key regional players such as 
Turkey and Saudi Arabia, as well as 
from the international community. 

Unlike in the cases of Egypt's 
Hosni Mubarak or Libya's Muam
mar Gadhafi , the United States 
has not exerted any pressure on 
Assad to leave. That makes all the 
difference, Liel says: If Assad sur
vives, he might feel beholden to the 
W est and see in it the answer to his 
domestic troubles. 

"H e will have to make significant 
reforms," Lie! said. "That is not only 
a domestic demand. It is a demand 
of the international community 
that will have saved him." 

In Liel's view, in the most likely 
alternative scenario, Assad will be 
ousted by others in the close-knit 
leadership group, made a scapegoat 
for all Syria's woes, and replaced by 
someone like his estranged brother
in-law Assef Shawqat, a hardliner 
who is closer to Iran. 

Jewish coll1Illunity president can't be called to the Torah 
Meet Bulgaria's 

Alex Oscar 
Bv BEN HARrus 

SOFIA, Bulgaria (JTA)-Alexan
der Oscar, the young president of 
Sofia's Jewish community, issued a 
blunt message to his countrymen, 
on Bulgaria's Holocaust remem
brance ceremony on March 10, a 
day meant to celebrate the country's 
heroic rescue of its 50,000 Jews 
during World War II. 

He also reminded them of the 
deportation of 11,000 Jews 
most of whom perished - from 
Thrace and Macedonia, territories 
then administered from Sofia. He 
recalled the 1941 law that forced 
Jews to wear a yellow star and 
prohibited them from occupy
ing public positions. Of the Jews 
deported from Sofia, all the men 
were dispatched to labor camps. 

As one local put it, Bulgarian 
Jews were raped, but not killed. 

"We do not want to be radically 
changing the whole perspective," 
Oscar said later. "Slowly, slowly we 
are doing it." 

Gradual yet determined change 
may be the perfect slogan for 
Oscar's three-year tenure as com
munity president. At 32, and one of 
the youngest presidents of a major 
metropolitan European Jewish 

community, he has undertaken ini
tiatives to improve outreach to the 
young and to enable Sofia to run 
more like Jewish collectives in the 
West. 

But Oscar holds another distinc
tion: He is one of the only Jewish 
community presidents outside the 
former Soviet Union who is techni
cally not Jewish, according to reli-

"ln pushing for 
change, Oscar has 
set himse1f on a 
co11ision course." 

gious law. Born to a Jewish father 
and a non-Jewish mother but raised 
as a Jew, Oscar cannot be called to 
the Torah in his own hometown. 

Among the changes Oscar is 
hoping to institute is one that 
would correct that anomaly. 

"The challenge is how to bring 
Judaism more to the people of 
the community," Oscar told JTA. 
'What I mean is, 99 percent of 
the members of the community 
are non-Orthodox. Unfortunately, 
there is only one way of belong
ing to the synagogue, which is the 
Orthodox way. The challenge is 
how we make the community more 

pluralistic and open. 
Across Europe, tensions have 

flared periodically between estab
lished Jewish religious communi
ties, which tend to be Orthodox, 
and the rank and Ii.le, who are over
whelmingly secular. In Germany, 
Reform Jews lobbied for years 
to win state funding that previ
ously had been granted only to the 
Ortl1odox. In Barcelona, a legal 
challenge to remedy a similar situa
tion is reportedly under way. 

But in Eastern Europe, where 
there's little tradition of non
Orthodox Judaism, the idea of a 
Reform religious approach - known 
in Europe as Liberal or Progres
sive - exists largely as a Western 
import. This is doubly true in Bul
garia, which virtually alone among 
European Jewish communities is 
Sephardic. 

"Some Central and Western 
European countries have 200 years 
of progressive Jewish history to 
hang your hat on," said one Jewish 
professional working in Europe 
who requested anonymity. "There's 
nothing like that in Bulgaria." 

Oscar believes many Bulgar
ians are hungry for that sort of 
Western-style Reform Judaism, 
citing the recent visit of an Ameri
can Reform rabbi who gave several 
well-attended lectures. 

In pushing for change, Oscar 
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has set himself on a collision course 
with the small part of the commu
nity that is religiously observant -
and possibly with a far larger group 
that, while not personally Ortho
dox, may want the community to 
adhere to its traditions. 

"I cannot agree that we have to 
lower the standards just because 
most people are not observing the 
same level," said a Sofia synagogue 
board member who asked not to be 
named. 'We have to teach them 
how to live as Jews." 

Oscar is among the generation of 
Eastern European Jews who bene
fited from the millions of dollars of 
Western philanthropy that flooded 
into the former Soviet bloc after 
the fall of communism, much of it 
coming from the American Jewish 
Joint Distribution Committee. 

Those dollars have yielded a pas
sionate cadre of young Jewish lead
ers, products of Jewish summer 
camps, leadership training semi
nars and sustained exposure to the 
Jewish organizational culture of the 
West. 

But they have also introduced 
particular models of Jewish com
munity to areas with no history or 
familiarity with them. 

"I think at times unintention
ally, and at times intentionally, we 
are very much projecting our owil 
models onto these social contexts," 

said Berlin-based Rabbi Josh Spin
ner, the American-born executive 
vice president and CEO of the 
Ronald S. Lauder Foundation. "It 
might not be possible to restore 
the pre-Communist way of doing 
things, but one has to at least be 
sensitive to it." 

Now Sofia's community presi
dent, Oscar has eschewed the salary 
and chauffeured car that are stan
dard for European Jewish commu
nity heads. H e speaks of communal 
transparency and youth empower
ment, and he carries a trio of Apple 
computer products: iPhone, iPad 
and laptop. 

Oscar hopes to exert a liberaliz
ing influence on the community's 
religious institutions. H ow divisive 
this effort will be depends upon 
whether O scar's constituents are as 
comfortable with his thinking as 
he believes they are, and upon how 
much they oppose change. 

Despite his talk of pluralism, 
Oscar opposed the establishment 
of Chabad Lubavitch in Sofi a as a 
religious entity distinct from the 
established community. Oscar 
says he is not against Chabad's 
religious character, but he opposes 
the idea of having a Jewish com
munity institution split apart 
from the rest of the community. 

I 
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ERICA STERN and DR. MARK HOCHBERG 
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A GLASS DISPLAY case at Bryant showcases some of Gert rude Met h Hochberg's 
myriad accomplishment s. 

PAGE 35 

HOCHBERG was a powerhouse of energy and enthusiasm 
From Page 1 

on the campus in Smithfield. 
Hired in 1949 as the director 

of public relations fo r Brya nt, 
then a small college on Provi
dence's East Side, Hochberg, 
who died M arch 20, 2002 at age 
91 - just three months shy of 
her 92nd birthday - broke many 
glass ceilings, as was memori
alized in materials prepared by 
Bryant University for the cel
ebration. 

S HATTERING GLASS CEILINGS 

Hochberg was the moving 
force behind Bryant's first com
mencement speech given by a 
woman. In 1953, Oveta Hobby, 
then the secretary of the U.S. 
Department of Health and Wel
fare, gave the commencement 
address. A decade later, she 
organized a major symposium 
on "The Status of Women in 
America," demonstrating Bry
ant's commitment to women's 
professional lives. 

In 1971, John H . Chafee, 
then Rhode Island's governor 
(and the late father of Lincoln 
Chafee, the current governor of 
Rhode I sland), appointed Hoch
berg to chair the Rhode Island 
Commission on the Status of 
W omen. In 1975, she became 
vice president of Bryant College 
- the fir st woman at any Rhode 
I sland college to achieve a posi
tion of vice president! In 1977, 
she was the first woman inducted 
into the Rhode Island Heritage 
H all of Fame. 

A Providence Journal op-ed 
of April 9, 2002 reported that 
Hochberg, so prolific in her 
philanthropic work, was rou-

tinely asked, "D o you sleep?" 
Her response , "N ot much ." 
Indeed, her brief biogra

phy in the H eritage H all of 
Fame's program includes these 
activities: Past president of the 
Rhode I sland Advertising Club, 
member of the boa rd of the 
N ational Conference of Chris
tians and Jews, director of the 
United Way's Speakers Bureau, 
and first chairman on the Rhode 
Island Commission on the Status 
of Women. She was also active 
in the passage of Rhode Island 's 
first fair housing law, the United 
Jewish Appeal, the Rhode I sland 
Council of Community Services 
and Meeting Street School. 
Little wonder, then that Rabbi 
Leslie Y. Gutterman, of Temple 
Beth-El, described Hochberg as 
"a dynamo, a singular sensation. 
She was enthusiasm personi
fied ... about everyone's accom
plish ments, not just those at 
Bryant." 

The Women's Center opened 
at Bryant in 2002. It offers a cen
tral space to coordinate activities 
that educate the Bryant com
munity about women's issues 
and hosts annual events that cel
ebrate the diversity and contri
butions of women at Bryant and 
around the world . I t also serves 
as a forum to discuss issues 
women face in business and 
society, and prepares students to 
thrive in a global society by cre
ating opportunities for them to 
live, learn and serve in the devel
oping world. 

FAMILY MEMORIES 

H ochberg's son and daughter, 
Dr. Mark H ochberg, 63, and 

Erica H ochberg Stern, 65, and 
some fa mily members, were wel
comed by the crowd of friends 
and faculty who came to cel
ebrate H ochberg's influence on 
the school , its faculty and stu
dents. A sked what his mother 
would think of the events, M ark 
H ochberg, a professor and vice 
chairman of the department of 
surgery at New York Univer
sity Medical Center, said , "She 
would have loved today. Part of 
her job was selling Bryant to the 
community; there was and is so 

"Judaism was more 
about socia1 justice 

- the interfaith 
efforts of Jews 

ta1king in churches 
and Christians 

ta1king in temp1es 
meant a 1ot to her." 

much good about Bryant." 
In forma l comments to the 

audience, Mark Hochberg 
expressed appreciation that so 
many of his mother's friends -
all accomplished leaders in their 
own right, from different fields 
- were present, as were some 
of his former baby sitters! "She 
was the original working mom. 
Long before women's liberation, 
she taught generations of women 
- and Bryant students - that 
having a career and a family is 
OK.'' 
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She was far ahead of the 
women's movement, said Stern, 
formerly the chief of staff to 
the executive director, and the 
director of Choosing to Partici
pate, with Facing History and 
Ourselves, a nonprofit organi
zation that helps teachers and 
students find new ways to con
front difficult issues of the past 
and present, including those 
of the Holocaust. Now a con
sultant with the organization , 
Stern said, "When I called her at 
her office, she was 'Miss Meth.' 
When she promoted Bryant, she 
did so from the perspective of 
students .... she inspired and was 
inspired by the students." 

Stern fondly remembers that 
her mother, despite holding 
down a fulltime demanding 
profession, still found time for 
mother-daughter adventures. 
"We'd meet downtown for tea 
or go out to lunch at Carr's . She 
was a lot of fun and a real char
acter." Stern credits her mother, 
with whom she shared a love for 
reading, with introducing her to 
the Providence Athenaeum. 

Nothing seemed to stop 
Hochberg, filled as she was with 
endless reserves of energy and 
enthusiasm. She didn't learn 
how to drive until she was 60, 
recalled Stern, and it was Bry
ant's move from Providence to 
Smithfield that motivated her. 
Before that, she took cabs every
where. 

Before her public remarks, 
Stern sa id, "Mom had a com
mitment to co1nmunity, and was 
active in Temple Beth-El and 
Combined Jewish Philanthro
pies (CJP)." For her, Judaism was 

more about social justice - the 
interfaith efforts of Jews talk
ing in churches and Christians 
talking in temples (through the 
National Conference of Chris
tians and Jews) meant a lot to 
her. "Through her CJP work, I 
learned a great sense of history, 
culture and religion," said Stern. 

Bryant University President 
Ronald K. M achtley, Directar 
of the Women's Summit Kati 
M achtley, Director of the Wom
en's Center Toby Simon and Pro
fessor Judy Barrett Litoff, among 
others, spoke about Hochberg. 

"The year 1911 was a good year 
for women," said Kati Machtley. 
"In 1911, Gertrude was born, 
women got the right to vote and 
the first International Women's 
Day was held.". 

"Gertrude Meth Hochberg 
helped women become leaders," 
said President Machtley. "Ger
trude's sprit and enthusiasm are 
here - she was a link between 
Bryant College in Providence 
and Bryant University in Smith
field." 

Hochberg's late husband, 
Robert, one of two co-founders 
of the Beth-El minyan in 1955, 
was "quietly in the background 
supporting Hochberg," said 
Gutterman. "She was a role 
model for young women who 
hoped to have a rich career and 
home life. It 's fitting that this 
W omen's Center will help sup
port activities that reinforce 
a woman's place in the world. 
Gertrude found her place in the 
world and she wanted to make 
sure there was room for every 
woman who aspired to be all she 
could be." 

j 
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The heart of a rabbi, the spirit of a poet 
These verses are 

spontaneous bouquets 

squander their time writing qua
trains on human foibles. And so, if 
not contemporary medicine, what 
other calling might bring its POETRY, REFLECTED 

Willi am W ordsworth 

(1770 - 1850), is little --=----~lllliii:---1 
more than the spontane

ous overflow of powerful feelings 
taking its origin from emotions 

recollected in 
tranquility. 

And poets, 
said Matthew 
Arnold (1822 -
1888), are inef
fectua l angel s 
beating their 
luminous wings 
in vain. Truly, 
they distill 
their thoughts 

into singular gems of wisdom 
and insight, though few citizens, 
in their haste, tarry to listen or 
understand. 

Where shall we find our poetic 
writers, these precious bearers of 
wisdom? Since few might earn a 
living by virtue of their verses, per
haps we should seek them out in 
the more lucrative professions. T.S. 
Eliot was by trade, if not disposi
tion, a banker. And some in the 
past had been erstwhile physicians 
such as John Keats, Oliver Gold
smith and Somerset Maugham. 

But our contemporary doc
tors are too overwhelmed by the 
complexities of human disease to 

UNTIL 
THE BLUE 
JGNGDOM ' 
COMES 

practi
tioners closer to the ecstasies and 
agonies of human struggle? Per
haps amongst the clergy, those 
folk who invest their time at the 
sunrises and twilights of life, as 
well as during its intervening tra
vails, offering comfort and succor 
to the afflicted. 

James B. Rosenberg, rabbi 
emeritus of Temple H abonim in 
Barrington, has assembled his 

many personally composed poems 
into an awesome anthology enti-

"These verses, 
in Rosenberg's 
words, are his 

songs of the soul, 
celebrations of 
darkness and 
light, doubt 
and belief." 

tled, "Until The Blue King
dom Comes," published by 
Xlibris and available at Books 
on the Square in Providence 
and Barrington Books in 
Barrington . These verses, in 
Rosenberg's words, are his 
songs of the soul, celebra-

tions of darkness and light, doubt 
and belief. 

Each of the more than 100 
poems are spontaneous bouquets 
of carefully chosen words offer
ing quiet insight, reflection - and 
sometimes Yiddish humor - to 
the mundane happenings of each 
day. To most of us, for example, a 
refrigerator door is merely a door; 
but to the rabbi: 

My daughter's refrigerator contains 

D'vAR TORAH 

More on the outside than within 
A controversy of magnetic 

moments. 
And then, recalling the words 

of the Kabbalah of Isaac Luria, of 
16th century Safed, "God with
drew Itself from Itself into Itself," 
Rosenberg beholds the full dimen
sions of silence: 

In the beginning there is silence. 
1hen the sound of silence, 
1hen the sound. 
Words pour forth out of our yearn

ing 
To name names: 

1his is a tree, this is a cloud, 
7his an orange, this a blade of grass 

Rosenberg's poems tumble into 
our consciousness, each thrilling 
escapade is composed of old words 
with new and startling meanings. 
Nothing rhymes, but these are not 
sterile verses to honor someone's 
birthday. These messages produce 
resonance as these written sen
tences bring to life deep thoughts 
that we never imagined existed. 
And chance observations stir still 
deeper feelings: 

I am always sad when the snow 
fails to stick, 

As if Nature is leaving her work 
undone. 

A handful of poems, in this 
rare collection of brilliant insights, 
touches upon the true meaning of 
Alzheimer's disease intrusion into 
a family. The rabbi 's old and weak
ened father slips and falls. The 

rabbi helps him: 
Pouring his eyes into my face, 
He says: Don't be angry. 
1his is who I am now. 
And reflections upon autumn twi

light embers: 
I have reached the autumn of my 

life. 
Brittle leaves, ye/lowed and few, 

sti/1 cling 
To bone bare branches shaking in 

the cold 
And whistling winds. No bird song 

now. No, never. 
There is immense courage -

aged comprehension, yet youth
ful vision - in Rosenberg's many 
poems. He dares to say thoughts 
that few venture to think in their 
deepest reveries. These poems 
teach us, and indeed, what greater 
mission does a poem carry than 
the constraint to education us? 
They are robust, and yet, curiously, 
tender and vulnerable. Yet to be 
vulnerable, in the words of W. 
B. Yeats (1865 - 1939), is a poet's 
principal burden: 

But I, being poor, have only my 
dreams. 

I have spread my dreams under 
your feet; 

Tread softly, because you tread 
upon my dreams. 

Stanley M . Aronson, M.D. is dean 
of medicine emeritus at Brown Uni
versity. Contact him at smamd@cox. 
net. 

Using our mouths, minds and hearts in service to God 
LEVITICUS 12:1 - 13:59 

Parashat Tzaria 

BY R ABBI PETER W. STEIN 

Special to 7he Vo ice & H erald 

0 UR TORAH POR
TION this week, 
Taz ria , is part of a 
broader section of 

the sacred text in which God 
gives M oses and Aaron instruc
tions regarding the concept of 
ritual purity. Principally, we read 
about tsara'at, a "scaly" affiic
t ion traditionally identified with 
leprosy. Tsara 'at can infect the 
skin, the scalp, even the walls of 
houses. It is unclear precisely what 
disease is involved, but in any 
case understanding the parashah 
requires us to think beyond medi
cal conditions and treatments. 

This portion challenges us to 
think about the notion of purity ... 
of how we prepare ourselves to 
serve God. Psalm 24:3-4 speaks 
of serving God with "clean hands 
and a pure heart .. ." Each time 
we eat, ritual hand washing is 
accompanied by a blessing. More 
broadly, there are many rituals 
associated with the mikveh, ritual 

bath, where one immerses every 
part of his or her body in the 
water. 

All these physical acts of 
cleansing are an aid to spiritual 
elevation; they help us to focus on 
closeness to God. The noun used 
throughout the Torah for sacri
fices is korban, from a verb mean
ing "to come near." We perform 
certain physical actions to estab
lish closeness to God. 

The words we recite in worship 
also serve to focus on a_ Divine 
Presence that we can neither see 
nor touch. W e begin the tefi//ah 
prayer (the Amidah benedictions 
recited three times a day through
out the year), with a physical 
request : "Open my mouth, 0 
L ord, and my lips will proclaim 
Your praise." 

We conclude the tefi//ah by 
reciting, "O my God, keep my 
tongue from evil, my lips from 
lies ... may the words of my mouth 
and the meditations of my heart 
be acceptable to You." 

All of this reflects an inherent 
challenge to be loyal and atten
tive to God. We are physical 
creatures, whereas God is not 
defined by any physical form. We 
overcome this challenge when 

RABBI ABRAHAM HESCHEL, with beard, 
walks with Dr. Martin Luther King. 

we use our physicality to serve 
and draw near to God. We can 
use our minds to think about 
God and to imagine how God 
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wants us to live. We can use our 
mouths to speak with God - but 
also to speak with one another in 
ways that are loving and healing. 

And we can use our hands and 
feet to serve God. When we use 
our hands to write a letter to the 
editor, or serve food at a shelter, 
or hold the hand of a frightened 
patient, we are using our physical 
being to relate to God. When we 
use our feet to walk into a house of 
mourning or other place of need, 
we are using our physical being to 
relate to God. 

H ere I am paraphrasing the 
great Rabbi Abraham Joshua 
H eschel, who spoke eloquently of 
"praying with my legs." Heschel 
was inspired to this teaching by 
his time spent walking with Dr. 
Martin Luther King. For all of us, 
I pray that we will see our physical 
beings as vessels that can bring us 
closer to the H oly One. May we 
see our bodies as divine gifts that 
should be maintained as clean and 
pure. May we be blessed with the 
strength and resolve to increase 
the purity and goodness in the 
world around us. 

R abbi Peter Stein, the president of 
the R hode Island Board ojRabbis, is 
the rabbi at Temple Sinai in Cran
ston. Contact him at Stein@Tem
pleSinaiRLorg. 

.:qi 
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As WE GROW OLDER 

Movies are nothing hut distant memories 
Quality suffers, 
though films' 

influence endures 

IN 1927, I was in pre-school 
and very precocious. When 
my sister (older by 17 months) 
and my cousins announced 

that Mom was taking them to the 
showing of the first movie with 

Terna 
Gouse 

sound, I realized 
that I was not 
included in the 
invitation. After 
my usual outburst, 
M om (as usual) 
gave into my tan
trum and included 
me. 

By my fig
ures, that means 
th at eventfu l 

day was 84 years ago. I was well
behaved, but like everyone else in 
the theater, I cried through most 
of it. It starred Al Jolson, (who was 
an awful singer). It was called "The 
Jazz Singer," which is what the lead 
role aspired to be. But, the papa, 
who was a cantor, only wanted his 
son to follow him in that role in the 
synagogue. Details of the movie 

elude me, but the experience was 
significant, establishing a long-term 
love of the movies. 

In my middle-class Jewish neigh
borhood in Chicago, the established 
Saturday afternoon activity for 7-to-
12-year-olds was to go to the movie 
theater nearby. Each child paid a 
dime to see the movie (later a "dou
ble-feature), coming attractions, a 
"serial" which lasted for about eight 
consecutive weeks, news of the 
week, and a 10-minute intermission 
for attendees with small bladders. 

This ritual lasted until I was about 
12, when my tastes changed and 
admission was more costly - prob
ably 20 cents! Later, I over-attended 
movies during the summer because 
camp days were over and jobs for 
teenagers non-existent. 

Then I became more sophis
ticated. I saw foreign films and 
pretended to like them. When 
motherhood and costs were the 
major considerations, the frequency 
of going to movies diminished. By 
that t ime I had learned the plea
sures of theater, classical concerts 
and relaxing with a good book. 

Sometime in my early adulthood 
(prior to marriage), I had gone to see 
the movie "Wuthering H eights." It 
was excellent, but more important 

Mayor Taveras vists the Senior Cafe 
MAYOR ANGEL TAVERAS talks with people at the Senior Cafe 
meal site at the Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode Island's Social 
Hall on Friday, March 25, in Providence. 

Stephen F. Schiff, M.D., F.A.C.S. 

MOHEL 
CERTIFIED by Jewish Theological Seminary 

and the Rabbinical Assembly 

CERTIFIED by the American Board of Urology 

401-274-6565 

was the leading character, Heath
cliff Even more important was the 
actor portraying H eathcliff, a Brit
ish actor named Laurence Olivier. 
He was my first serious crush. I 
saw it over and over again and then 
was only saved by the issuance of 
another Olivier starring in the film, 
"Rebecca." The pattern repeated 

"A 'book freak' all 
my 1ife, 1 finish 

only those volumes 
that 1 enjoy or 

that teach without 
boring me." 

itself until my job/school demands 
took over my available time. 

After marriage and pre-moth
erhood, our Saturday night ritual 
was to go to the Avon or some 
movie house downtown. I arrived 
in Rhode Island in 1948 and at that 
time there were five movie theaters 
downtown. We did not own a car 
and the movies were all within 
walking distance. 

When we finally bought a car and 
were able to reach diverse arenas 
of entertainment we realized that 
most movies were not high caliber 
or even entertaining. M andatory 
attendance at each new children's 
movie was enough time spent in the 
dark. 

I would wager that I have not 
seen 20 movies during the last 40 
years. I religiously read the movie 
reviews in my daily newspaper 
and (semi)-trust our local reviewer. 
Then I need to impress my even 
more discriminating spouse that 
seeing any particular movie merits 
getting up off the couch where 
good books and (occasional) good 
TV is worthwhile; and yes, there 
are some dramas and documenta
ries and news reviews that should 
be watched. A "book freak" all my 
life, I finish only those volumes that 
I enjoy or that teach without boring 
me. 

Books are ever available without 
cost and television can be drowned 
with a twist of the thumb. But 
movies still have a special persona. 
You must plan ahead. Get into rea
sonably respectable clothing. Pay an 
admission fee. Buy your popcorn 
and sit behind someone shorter 
than you. Do not leave your scat 

or talk aloud during a movie. And 
when it is over, you immediately 
share your impressions with your 
companion or the lady ahead of you 
in the ladies' room. 

We laud the movies we love but 
even louder we warn others to avoid 
the ones we did not enjoy. The tastes 
of younger generations arc very dif
ferent from their older family or 
friends but they share a consuming 
interest in what is produced. 

Last week, after a hiatus of about 
six months we went to see a movie 
because it had been highly lauded 
and the subject interested us. We 
thoroughly enjoyed the experience 
and hope that other movies of com
parable quality will be produced. 
(But we are not too optimistic). 

And now Elizabeth Taylor has 
died. And Sir Laurence Olivier has 
been long forgotten. But movies 
were a significant factor in the lives 
of my generation and maybe some 
intelligent entrepreneur will again 
produce interesting depictions 
instead of noise and poor taste. 

Tema Gouse is a retired social 
worker. Contact her at nbgtpg@cox. 
net. 

Bringing our history to life 

/Irving Schild 

wwwjvhri.org 

Above: A SELECTION OF ancient 
weapons on display at the Provi 
dence Renaissance Hotel on 
Sunday, March 6, at the Kollel : 
Center for Jewish Studies event. 
The weapons and other items 
on display came from Rabbi 
Shual Shimon Deutsch's collec
tion housed at the Living Torah 
Museum in Brooklyn, N.Y. 

Left: RABBI SHAUL SHIMO! 
Deutsch places an ancient signe 
ring , valued at $140,000, o 
Raphael Felder's finger. Deutsc 
was the guest speaker at th 
March 6 Kollel event, which als 
honored Rivka Eskovitz. 
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Ruth A. Berman, 92 
PROVIDENCE - Ruth Berman, 
of East Providence, died March 
29. Born in Providence, she was a 
daughter of the late Max and Hinda 
(Backman) Berman. She was the 
sister of the late Dorothy Berman 
and Ethel Elman. 

She is survived by her nieces and 
nephews. 

Louis Reyn Brown, 75 
NORTH PROVIDENCE - Louis 
Brown died March 20. He was the 
husband of Francine (Voyer) Brown. 
Born in Woonsocket, a son of the 
late Abraham and Rose (Reyn) 
Brown, he was a lifelong resident of 
Rhode Island and attended URI. 

He was the owner of the former A. 
A . Brown Agency, retiring in 2005. 
He served in the U.S. Navy, and was 

• 
a former president of 
Woonsocket Rotary and 
the Independent Insur

ance Agents of Rhode Island. He 
was a co-founder of Autumn Fest. 

In addition to his wife, he is sur
vived by his children, Betsy Brown 
Ruui and her husband Joseph 
of Arnold, Md., Amy Blau of Bar
rington, Judy Steer and her husband 
Eric of Annapolis, Md., and Clau
dine West and her husband Bill of 
Las Vegas, Nev. He also leaves his 
brother David Brown of Alaska and 
his grandchildren, Michael, Sara, 
Rachel, Andrew, Henry and William. 

Contributions may be made to the 
American Cancer Society, 931 Jef
ferson Blvd ., Warwick, RI 02886. 

Albert Davis, 87 
CRANSTON - Albert Davis died 
March 22 at the Philip Hulitar Inpa
tient Center. He was the husband 
of Shirley (Chorney) Davis, the 
fattier of Joel Davis of California and 
Nancy Davis of New York. He was 
the brother of Hannah Feibelman 
and her husband Jack of Cranston, 
the late Irving Kotler, Rabbi Maurice 
Davis, Ruby Kotler and Carlie Zim
merman. He was the uncle of many 
nieces and nephews. 

He spent a lifetime in the jew
elry industry until his retirement in 
1991. He was founder and president 
of Best Plastics, Inc. as well as Fer
nando Originals. 

Contributions may be made to 
Home and Hospice Care of Rhode 
Island, 1085 North Main St., Provi
dence, RI 02904. 

Benton Sydney 
Feinstein, 88 

NORFOLK, Va. - Benton Fein
stein died March 19. He was born 
in Rhode Island to the late Joseph 
and Rebecca Feinstein and was the 
husband to the late Mercedes dePoo 
Feinstein. He was an entrepreneur 
and served his country in the United 

• 
States Army during 
World War II. 

He was also preceded 
in death by two brothers, Theodore 
and Jerome Feinstein. He is survived 
by his children, Mara Lee Lackett and 
her husband Martin, Patricia Roden, 
Kathryn Roden, Mark Vengerow, 
Thomas Roden and his wife Lisa, 
Richard Roden, Matthew Roden 
and his wife Mary Beth, and Joseph 
Feinstein; his sister Rosalie Busgang 
and his brother Harris Feinstein; 
nine grandchildren and four great
grandchildren. 

Contributions may be made to the 
American Heart Association. 

Else H. Heymann, 90 
WARWICK - Else Heymann, of 
Greenwich Farms of Warwick, died 
March 21. She was the wife of the 
late Kurt Heymann. 

Born in Germany, a daughter of 
the late Julius and Martha Beitmann, 
she was a lifelong Warwick resident 
and a member of Temple Am David. 

She was the mother of Harvey 
Heyman of Branford, Conn., and 
Ronald Heymann and his wife Jane 
of Casa Grande, Ariz. The sister of 
the late Paul Beitmann, she leaves 
two grandchildren and six great
grandchildren. 

Contributions may be made to 
your favorite charity. 

The Only Family-Owned 
Jewish Funeral Home 

in Rhode Island 

1100 New London Avenue 
Cranston, RI 02920 

Tel.: 463-7771 
Toll-free: 1-877-463-777 1 
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OBITUARIES 
Shirley B. Howitt, 91 Charlotte (Long) Marcus 

SEEKONK, Mass. - Shirley Howitt, RIVERSIDE - Charlotte Marcus, of 
of Seekonk, Mass., died March 16 at Riverside, died on March 27. She 
home. She was the wife of the late was the wife of the late Marshall B. 
Julius H. Howitt, former selectman 
of Seekonk. Born in New Bedford, 
Mass .• a daughter of the late Morris 
and Ida (Miller) Bertman, she had 
lived in Seekonk since 1948. 

She was a member of Temple 
Beth-El, its Sisterhood, and Hadas
sah. She was an avid reader, enjoyed 
solving crossword puzzles and loved 
ice cream. 

She was the mother of State Rep
resentative Steven S. Howitt and his 
wife Pam Tesler Howitt of Seekonk, 
Mass.; Rachel S. Zugsmith, president 
of NAI Capital Inc., and her husband 
Michael A . of Los Angeles, Calif. ; and 
Idelle A. Howitt, Esq. of New York, 
N.Y. She was the sister of Lawrence 
Bertman of Cranston, the grand
mother of Michael Julius Zugsmith 
and Michele R. Stein and the great
grandmother of Madison and Zack. 

Marcus. 
Born on August 7, 1916, a daughter 

of the late Gabriel and Rose (Brown) 
Long, she lived all her life in the 
Providence area. In her early years 
she worked as a legal secretary for 
the State of Rhode Island with the 
distinction of having received the 
highest score of all applicants on the 
state's qualifying exam. 

An accomplished artist, she 
painted, acted in local theatre groups 
and was an award-winning ballroom 
dancer. Blessed with remarkable 
health and vigor right to the end, 
she was a wise and helpful voice to 
her family and friends on how to live 
naturally and how to live well. 

She is survived by her sons, David 
Marcus of Maui, Hawaii and Michael 
Marcus of Austin, Texas; her grand
sons, Christopher and William 
Marcus; and her nieces and neph
ews, Roberta Kirshbaum, Kenneth 
Kirshbaum, Valerie Long, Louis Long, 
Judy Marcus and Jeffrey Marcus. 

Constance "Connie" 
Markoff, 80 

ELSEWHERE - Constance Mar
koff died March 16 at her home in 
Windham, N.H. She was the wife of 
Arthur Markoff. They were married 
for 57 years. 

Born in Port Chester, N.Y.. a 
daughter of the late Robert and Lil
lian (Smith) Roberts, she had lived 
in W indham, N.H. for 15 years, pre
viously living in Westport, Conn. 
for 25 years and Providence for 17 
years prior to that. She was a former 
member of Temple Beth-El. 

She was the mother of Joan Lippa 
and· her husband Andrew Lippa 
of Andover, Mass., and Marjorie 
Warmkessel of Millersville, Penn. 
She was the sister of Samuel Rob
erts of Longboat Key, Fla. and Ruth 
Roberts of Rye Brook, N.Y.. and 
the grandmother of Alex and Justin 
Lippa. 

Contributions may be made to the 
memory of Connie Markoff, W ind
ham Endowment for Community 
Advancement, P.O. Box 4315, W ind
ham, NH 03087. 

Contributions may be made to the 
Jul ius & Shirley Howitt Memorial 
Fund, c/o Seekonk Public Library, 
410 Newman Ave., Seekonk, MA 
02771 or Hadassah, 1150 New 
London Ave., Cranston, RI 02920. 

Barbara Levy, 78 
PROVIDENCE - Barbara Levy, 
of Providence, died Feb. 21. She 
was the wife of the late Charles H. 
Levy. Born in Providence, she was 
a daughter of the late Charles and 
Betty (Weinstein) Bolotow. 

Ferraro was a friend to Israel 

She was a graduate of Brown Uni
versity, class of 1953. She worked in 
public relations before marrying and 
raising her family. She was a former 
member of Temple Habonim. 

She is survived by her sons Alan L. 
Levy of Maryland, and Philip A. Levy 
and his wife Suzanne of Massachu
setts. She was the grandmother of 
Ariella and Benjamin Levy. 

Contributions may be made in her 
memory to the Jewish Federation of 
Rhode Island. 

GERALDINE Ferraro, 
the first female vice 
presidential candidate 

from a major party, died Satur
day, March 26 at Massachusetts 
General Hospital of complica
tions from a blood cancer. She 
was 75. 

Tapped to be Walter Mon
dale's vice presidential running 
mate in 1984, Ferraro generated 
great excitement among politi
cally active women. The Mon
dale-Ferraro team was soundly 
beaten by Ronald Reagan, the 
incumbent president, and his 
running mate, George H .W. 
Bush. 

AMarch27 story that appeared 
in the online version of The Jeru
salem Post Opost) quoted D avid 
Harris, the American Jewish 
Committee's executive direc
tor, "One of America's leading 

advocates for human rights and 
freedom, Geraldine Ferraro also 
was a steadfast friend of the State 
of Israel and Jewish people. Her 
efforts to fight global anti-Semi
tism within the United Nations 
were especially noteworthy and 
laudable." 

During her tenure as the 
U.S. ambassador to the United 
Nations Human Rights Com
mission in Geneva from 1993 to 
1996, anti-Semitism was deemed 
a human rights violation by the 
commission. 

She was a Democratic con
gresswoman from the Qyeens 
borough of New York who 
served three terms in the H ouse 
of Representatives from 1979 to 
1984; Democratic Representa
tive Anthony Weiner holds that 
seat today. 

Continuing our century-old tradition 
of service to the Jewish community. 
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TERRY and WENDY 
Moscovitz of Cranston 
proudly announce the 
engagement of their 

daughter, Jennifer, to Joseph 
Angelone of Cranston. 

Jennifer is the granddaughter 
of Gloria and Irwin Moscovitz 
of Warwick; the late Julia Malatt 
Cohen, and Jerry and Bernice 
Cohen of Cranston. 

.. • 

Jennifer is an elementary edu
cation teacher in Cranston and 
Joseph works for the RI Depart
ment of Corrections. Joseph is 
the son of Leslie Angelone and 
Roger Angelone and the grand
son of Marie Apicerno and the 
late Joseph Apicerno. 

The couple will wed in Newport 
in March 2012 . 

11.,Il I Ill, . 

-~----"-" ~-rr 

BETSY COHEN 

Presentation B ETSY COHEN, a 
junior at the Univer
sity of Rhode Island, 
recently presented 

her research findings at a third 
annual Northeast Undergradu
ate Research and Development 
Symposium conference on March 
5 and 6 in Biddeford, Maine. 

Her research - addressing 
whether compounds extracted 

from probiotic ("good") 
bacteria could protect against 
pathogenic ("bad") marine bac
teria - is the result of fellowship 
that she was awarded in May 2010 
by URI and the Rhode Island Sea 
Grant, a paid internship for stu
dents doing research. 

Cohen is majoring in marine 
biology. 

Employment 

BRENDAN RAPPOPORT 

BRENDAN 
RAPPOPORT, a 
May 2010 graduate 
of Johnson & Wales 

University, works as a client 
advisor at Inskip BMW in 
Warwick. 

Brendan is the son of H oward 
M. Rappoport and Helena 
Chirachella ofJohnston, and the 
grandson of Selma and Nocky 
Rappoport. 

A journey of faith 
A EMPLOYEE of 

he forest (dressed in 
burka, perhaps for 

urim) holds The Jewish 
Voice & Herald; Rabbi Andrew 
Klein is at far right, kneeling, 
wearing a blue cap. Congregants 
from Temple Habonim and 
Bar rin g ton Congregational 

Church UCC planted trees in 
Israel. 

Their recent trip to Israel was 
the culmination of five months of 
meetings among 23 individuals 
from Temple Habonim in Bar
rington and Barrington Congre
gational Church UCC. Eager 
to explore what they shared in 

JUDITH ROMNEY WEGNER and PETER WEGNER 

common and to understand and 
appreciate their differences, the 
two groups spent valuable time 
getting to know one another, 
learning basic concepts of Judaism 
and Christianity and comparing 
their most sacred texts. 

Near Haifa 

ON A RECENT 
trip to Israel, Judith 
Romney Wegner 
and Peter Wegner 

visited relatives in Haifa. 
They took Judith and Peter, 

here with their copy of The 
Jewish Voice & Herald, to see 
the fire damage in the Carmel 
forest near Haifa. 

l(jAREN BORGER recently 
visited Moscow and St. 
Petersburg. Her trip included a 
top at the Choral Synagogue 

in Moscow where she enjoyed Shabbat 
Services and a wonderful, gracious Shabbat 
dinner with the Chabad members at their 
upstairs dining hall. Vodka and gefilte fish 
anyone? KAREN BORGER 

wwwjvhri.org 
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