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HAPPY PASSOVER! 
R elearning and 
rethinking th e 
Passover saga 

1he story resonates 
powerfully today 

Bv ARTHUR WASKOW 

AND PHYLLIS BERMAN 

OTA)- If a pharaoh fell in the Red 
Sea but nobody told the story, did it 
actually happen? No. 

If no pharaoh fell in the Red Sea, 
but we told the story for 3,000 years, 
did it actually happen? Yes. 

Is it still happening? Yes. 
To people brought up in the 

modern mode of focusing on cold, 
hard facts, these responses may 
seem ridiculous. Either something 
happened or it didn't. 

Suppose, however, that we can 
find no evidence beyond the Bible 
that our ancient stories of Exodus 
and wandering in the wilderness 
actually happened the way we have 
learned them? Should we throw 
them out? Or is there some pro
found value for our generation in 
retelling the story of Exodus, of 
Sinai and of wilderness? 

We concluded that there is 
indeed deep wisdom in reframing 
and retelling the story, and that is 
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Matt Bennett/ Governor Deval Patrick's Office 

IN A WE DNESDAY, A pri l 6 meeting at t he Massachusetts Statehouse, from left, Ronit Ti rosh, Eit an 
Cabe! (ho ld ing ball), Tzipi Hotovely, Brandeis University Professo r Jonathan Sarna are in t he front 
row. In the back, from left, Ruderman Family Foundat ion President Jay Ruderman, Danie l Ben Simon, 
Carmel Shama, Massachusetts Governor Deval Patrick and Avi Dieter. All but Pat rick, Ruderman and 
Sarna are members of the Knesset. 

Israeli Knesset members try listening 
For some, it's their first trip to the U.S. 

Bv URIEL H EILMAN 

NEW YORK OTA) - Hardly a 
week goes by that the Israeli Knes
set doesn't receive a delegation of 

visiting American Jewish VIPs. 
They come from Jewish orga
nizations, federations and com
munities, sometimes with U.S. 
politicians, business leaders or big 

donors in tow. 
There's much less traffic in the 

other direction. 
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/ Margarita Mamaysky 

JULIA FISHMAN, left, Raya Bronsw ayk, Margarita Mamaysky,Dora Slutskin, Valentina Laznik and 
Larisa Shapiro are on a boat in Newport in t he summer of 2009. 

Restructuring 
at Alliance 

leads to 
stre amlined 
efficiencies 
Even with staff 
reductions, no 
interruption of 

services is expected 
BY NANCY KlllSC II 

nkirsch@shalomri.org 

PROVIDENCE - On Tuesday, 
April 12, Minna Ellison, the 
interim president and chief execu
tive offi cer of the Jewish Alliance 
of Greater Rhode Island, sent an 
email to the Jewish community 
informing them of a personnel 
decision that was carried out on 
Monday, April 11. The email, in 
its entirety, appears here. 

She wrote, "Monday was a 
sad day for the Alliance. Due to 
changing demands within our 
community and within our own 
agency, the Alliance is reorganiz
ing its efforts to enable us to con
tinue our effective and effi cient 
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The Soviet 
Jewish 

immigrant 
• experience 

Finding peace and 
prosperity in a new 

environment 
Bv Ton , H1TCHINEH 

Special to Tbe Voice & Herald 

PROVIDENCE - It was the 
Indian practice of yoga, in the 
American state of Rhode Island 
that brought together a group of 
Jewish women from the former 
Soviet Union. 

"I think we, as immigrants, 
had been stressed out," said Raisa 
Khykin. Meeting weekly in 
Temple Emanu-El, they stretched 
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Rhode Island PJ Library staffers attend national PJ Library conference 
Greater Rhode Island 
children partake of 

The Pf Library 

B Y NICOLE K ATZMAN 

nkatzman@shalomri.org 

BALTIMORE, Md. - Michele 
C icchitelli, PJ Library coord i
nator, and I , as the PJ Library 
d irector, for the Jewish Alli
ance of Greater Rhode Island, 
attended the national PJ Library 
conference in Baltimore, April 
3-5, at the Pearlstone Retreat and 

of Greater Rhode Island. Some 
180 people attended the event, 
including H arold Grinspoon, 
his wife Diane Troderman and 
the national PJ Library staff. 
Musician Rick Recht, who has 
entertained kids and adults alike 
in Rhode Island, led morning 
prayers and musical sessions. 

Grinspoon began The PJ 
Library program in 1995; it is 
modeled after Dolly Parton's 
Imagination Library, an early 
childhood literacy program. 
Today, The PJ Library has grown 

/The PJ Library 

MICHELE CICCHITELLI, HAROLD GRINSPOON and NICOLE KATZMAN 

United States, Canada and Israel 
offer The PJ Library programs. 

Conference Center. Locally, 
The PJ Library is a program 
managed by the Jewish Alliance 

beyond Grinspoon's expecta
tions, as 145 communities in the 

More than 70,000 children, 
age 6 months to 6 years old, 
receive books rich in Jewish tra
ditions, morals and values every 
month. The PJ Library engages 
both affi liated and unaffili ated 
Jewish families and brings Jewish 
life directly to them through 
thei r children. 

Adults who have develop-

..... - . 
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unpa ralleled level of service 
and amenities , with all the 
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To arrange a personal visit , 
call Dianne: 401-732-0037 
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mental disabilities package and 
mail the books, which are sent 
directly to children's homes. As 
a nonprofit organization, The PJ 
Library su rvives in each commu
nity with that community's gen
erosity. The first two yea rs ofThe 
PJ Library are completely free; 
after that, families are asked to 
"buy into" the program and give 
a donation to the program to help 
support another child in their 
community to receive books. 

PJ LIBRARY IN HEBREW 

The PJ Library operates in 
Israel as well as North America, 
and now offers Sifriyat Pi]ama, 
with treasured PJ Library stories 
translated into H ebrew. The pro
gram in Israel has been immea
surably enriched by teachers' 

"lf Jews did not 
give to Jewish 
causes, no one 

wou1d." 

involvement; Israel's Ministry of 
Education has provided teacher 
trammg. Many teachers have 
reported to the Harold Grin
spoon Foundation that these 
books are the only children's 
books in the homes of some of the 
children they teach. One teacher 
in Israel wrote to the foundation, 
"The books have been clearly 
chosen with great care. The chil
dren love hearing them over and 
over again. In a class like mine 

where 80 percent of the children 
are children of immigrants, a 
program that develops the chil
dren's vocabulary and increases 
reading is especially valuable, as 
well as its focus on Jewish values 
and heri tages." 

In addition to The PJ Library, 
Grinspoon and Troderman 
donate heavily to a number of 
Jewish mmauves including 
summer camps, aid for Hebrew 
teachers, bar and bat mitzvah 
students and, most recently, a 
pilot program for Jewish families 
who send their children to Jewish 
day schools. 

"If Jews did not give to Jewish 
causes, no one would," said Grin
spoon, who received the Jewish 
Book Council Impact Award 
from the National Jewish Book 
Council on W ednesday, March 9 
in New York City. 

H ere in greater Rhode Island, 
The PJ Library serves more than 
700 children each month and has 
held nearly 400 story times and 
community events facilitated 
by our community in the past 
four years. The Rhode Island PJ 
Library owns two sets of The 
PJ Library books in H ebrew 
that parents and educators may 
borrow; and other books from 
the collection - in English - are 
also part of The PJ Library "lend
ing library." 

To learn more about 1he Pf 
Library, contact Nicole Katzman; 
director of Shalom Family and of 
1he Pf Library, at 331-0956, ext. 
180, nkatzman@shalomri.org or 
visit www.pjlibrary.org. 
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ACLU sues Cranston School Committee 
over school prayer 
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PROVIDENCE - An 83-word 
prayer that has been in the audi
torium of Cranston High School 
West since the early 1960s is now 
the subject of a lawsuit, after dis
cussions with Cranston's School 
Committee failed to bring accord. 

On Monday, April 4, the Rhode 
Island affiliate of the Americans 
for Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) 
filed a lawsuit in federal court chal
lenging the constitutionality of the 
prayer mural that is some eight feet 
high and three feet wide. Alleging 
that the prayer violates the First 
Amendment's separation of church 
and state, the suit was brought on 
behalf of a Cranston West sopho
more, Jessica Ahlqlllst, who, as an 
atheist, objects to the prayer's pro
motion and endorsement of Chris
tianity. 

At the press conference, held in 
the downtown offices of the Rhode 
Island affiliate of the ACLU, Rev
erend Don Anderson, Rabbi Peter 
Stein, Ahlquist, ACLU Rhode 
Island Affiliate Director Steven 
Brown and two volunteer ACLU 
lawyers - Lynette Labinger and 
Thomas Bender - spoke to a small 
crowd of reporters. 

Also present was Vivian Weis
man, an ACLU board member, 
who has a particular interest in the 
case. Weisman's husband, Daniel, 
was a party to a lawsuit, Weisman v. 
Lee, which ultimately was decided 
by the U.S. Supreme Court. 

In 1989, Nathan Bishop Middle 
School had asked Rabbi Leslie Y. 
Gutterman of Temple Beth-El 
to read two short, nonsectarian 
prayers at graduation ceremonies. 
Deborah Weisman, due to gradu-

/ Nancy Kitsch 
REVEREND DON ANDERSON, at right, and Rabbi Peter Stein talk, while Steven Brown, the executive 

director of the R.I. affiliate of the ACLU, at far left, talks with someone before the April 4 press conference. 

ate from the school, and her father, 
Daniel Weisman, objected and filed 
suit. Although the prayers were said 
at graduation, the case proceeded 
through the courts and, in a 5-4 
decision, the U.S. Supreme Court 
ruled in 1992 that prayers at public 
school graduation ceremonies vio
late the Establishment Clause of 
the First Amendment. 

Poised and confident, Ahlquist, 
who has been threatened and ver
bally harassed at school, said, "The 
prayer's presence in the school pro
motes and endorses the concept of 
a single 'H eavenly Father.' I firmly 
believe that it should not be on 
display in a public school and is in 
direct violation of my and other 
students' civil rights. As an atheist, 
I do not feel included in the mes
sage of the prayer; in fact, I feel 
excluded." 

She called the experience "intim
idating, but knowing I'm right 
makes it easier. The hate has been 

cancelled out by encouragement." 
Rabbi Stein, speaking as the 

religious leader of Temple Sinai, 
not in his role as the president of 
the Rhode Island Board of Rabbis, 
urged the school committee to 
remove the prayer from the school. 
H e said, "While the prayer is writ
ten with the hope of being neutral 
and non-denominational, it cer
tainly doesn't fit with my Jewish 
tradition... Jewish prayer would 
not use the expression 'H eavenly 
Father,' and indeed for many Jews, 
this phrase feels Christian and not 
something appropriate for us to be 
reciting." 

In the conference's sole moment 
of levity, Reverend Anderson, 
speaking on behalf of the Chris
tian community, displayed his 1966 
Cranston High School West year
book photo and called it "the geeki
est picture in the yearbook." 

A serious tone swiftly followed 
when Anderson, a Baptist minister 

and the executive minister of the 
Rhode Island Council of Churches, 
said, "This is not the time to be 
defending a prayer on the walls of 
the Cranston West auditorium. 
This is the time to work together 
to enhance Rhode Island's rich 
tradition of religious diversity and 
a climate where all religious tradi
tions are welcome. The Council 
of Churches stands ready to help 
Cranston develop a program that 
would help students grow in their 
understanding of various faith tra
ditions." 

Why, the representatives were 
asked, has no one complained about 
the long-standing mural until now? 

The lack of complaints doesn't 
mean that people haven't been 
upset, Weisman said, though she 
didn't speak publicly. "People 
would say things, but no one was 
willing to come forward and offi
cially complain until now," she said. 
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IT SEEMS To ME FROM THE 
ExEcUTIVE EmroR 

Change 
A Nohel Laureate's blind spot 

Religion offers succor 
and sustenance is challenging 

THE COLUMN I wrote for 
this issue - before the news of 
the Alliance restructuring was 
announced - was all about grati

tude. In light of all that has happened since 
the morning of Monday, April 11, I decided 
to write something new. 

My myriad responsibilities include man
aging the paper's budget. To that end, our 
annual Patron Campaign is now underway. 
If you value our award-winning paper, let us 
know - donate as generously as you can! If 
you value our paper, tell your friends, neigh
bors and colleagues - share with them the 
value of The Jewish Voice & H erald. If you 
value our paper, thank its advertisers. 

I hope that you will express your apprecia
tion for the paper by making a tax-deduct
ible donation (learn more about "what's in 
it for you" in our page 11 ad) to our Patron 
Campaign. 

Back to the changes we've seen. Change 
is hard - especially imposed, rather than 
chosen, change. If your physician says, "If 
you don't stop smoking two packs a day (or 
eating nothing but greasy, salty and sugary 
foods, drinking two much alcohol or failing 
to get any meaningful exercise - pick your 
poison), you won't live to see your grand
children grow up," what do you do? Do you 
blithely, blissfully continue to behave in an 
imprudent, irresponsible fashion? Or do you 
take the long, difficult road and make an 
adult decision to change? 

The Alliance's change, that of restructur
ing - which meant that 11 people were let 
go - was challenging and painful. The deci
sions that went into it - who was let go, how, 
why and when it was done - have been the 
subject of many face-to-face conversations, 
emails and phone calls. 

It's no surprise that this change has engen
dered a wide array of emotions from com
munity members. Many individuals have 
expressed support for this difficult decision 
and recognize that it was a sound business 
decision. Others have expressed anger, frus
tration and bitterness, both about the deci
sions and how they were implemented. In all 
instances, people are saddened by the deci
sion - even those who recognize the busi
ness necessity. All of us are saddened that 
those 11 colleagues are no longer part of the 
Alliance staff. 

If you value the services that the Alliance 
provides, if you or your loved ones benefit 
from the programs that the Alliance helps 
fund, if you access services that the Alli
ance helps support, please continue to offer 
your support and participation. From The 
Jewish Voice & Herald, J-Camp and the 
Community Relations Council to the Hil
lels, Jewish day schools, Camp JORI and 
a vast array of other programs and entities 
that receive funding from the Alliance - all 
those entities make Greater Rhode Island 
a better place for Jews. They all need your 
positive energy and focus for the future now, 
more than ever before. Please don't let your 
anger, frustration or bitterness prevail. That 
would be a disservice to all who benefit from 
the exceptional programs and services the 
Alliance provides for Jews in greater Rhode 
Island and overseas. 

May you all have a healthy Pesach with 
friends and family members. 

MARIO VARGAS LLOSA 
(b. 1936) - Peruvian nov
elist, essayist, journalist, 
playwright, and politician 

- received the 2010 Nobel Prize in Lit
erature. On Dec. 7 oflast year, he delivered 
his Nobel Lecture during a ceremony in 
Stockholm, Sweden. His speech, delivered 
in Spanish and translated into English by 
Edith Grossman, bears the title, "In Praise 

Rabbi Jim 
Rosenberg 

of Reading and Fiction." 
It will come as no surprise 
that the winner of the 
Nobel Prize in Literature 
speaks with great eloquence 
about the enduring virtues 
of reading and writing: 
"Reading changed dreams 
into life and life into 
dreams." He speaks of "the 
marvel of writing, creating 
a parallel life where we can 

take refuge against adversity, one that makes 
the extraordinary natural and the natural 
extraordinary, that dissipates chaos, beauti
fies ugliness, eternalizes the moment, and 
turns death into a passing spectacle." 

Vargas Llosa's enthusiasm for the written 
word is evident throughout his lecture, which 
concludes with his urging his audience "to 
continue dreamjng, reading, and writing , the 
most effective way we have found to alleviate 
our mortal condition, to defeat the corrosion 
of time, and to transform the impossible into 
possibility." 

Throughout his lecture, Vargas Llosa 
exhibits a generosity of spirit. H e is generous 
in his tribute to the many writers in Spanish 
who have nurtured and inspired him: Borges, 
Octavio Paz, Cortazar, Garcia Marquez, 
Fuentes, Cabrera Infante, Rulfo, Onetti, 
Carpentier, Edwards, Donoso. He expresses 
his gratitude to the many welcoming com
munities in which he has taken up residence, 
insisting that he has never felt like a stranger 

but has always felt at home -whether in Paris, 
London, Barcelona, Madrid, Berlin, Wash
ington, New York, Brazil or the D ominican 
Republic. Although in many ways a man 
of the world, Vargas Llosa remains devoted 

MARIO VARGAS LLOSA 

to his native Peru, which he considers to be 
remarkably rich in its cultural diversity- "the 
country of'every blood,'" as a fellow Peruvian 
has put it. 

Vargas Llosa is generous in spirit except 
when he makes mention of religion, for 

"Experiences have 1ed 
him to identify re1igion 

with into1erance, 
fanaticism, ignorance 

and stupidity." 

which he seems to have both a blind spot 
and a deaf ear. For example, he tells those 
assembled for his Nobel Lecture that "(w) 
ithout fictions we would be less aware of 
the importance of freedom for life to be liv
able, the hell it turns into when it is trampled 
underfoot by a tyrant, an ideology, or a reli
gion." For Vargas Llosa, then, religion seems 
to be a form of tyranny. 

Later in his speech, Vargas Llosa states 
that "[l)iterature creates a fraternity within 

Letters 
America must lead 

TIE LIBYAN PEOPLE rose up 
gainst their dictatorial and mur
erous leader, and asked for world 

help to overthrow the tyrant and establish a 
democracy in Libya, but the world, includ
ing the U.S., delayed taking any action. The 
Western world wanted to study the situation. 

Finally, about a month later, the United 
Nations agreed to impose sanctions, includ
ing a no-fly zone around Libya, and coali
tion missiles and planes attacked Moammar 
Gadhafi's military forces. They were able 
to halt Gadhafi's drive to retake Benghazi 
and eastern Libya. The opposition forces in 
the east were saved from annihilation, but 
unfortunately Gadhafi's forces had pen
etrated many cities and had the opposition 
or. the run. 

The dithering and dallying by the U.N., 
including the U.S., inhibited the momen-

tum of the rebel forces, but it has resulted in 
a potentially long, drawn-out stalemate in 
Libya. The stalemate might be broken if we 
employ helicopter gun ships against Gad
hafi's military in and around the cities; and 
provide the rebels with anti-tank weapons. 

The U.S . finally acted to avert a humani
tarian disaster in Libya, and we continued 
our quest to promote democracy in the 
region. We also might have contributed to 
the establishment of some stability in the 
Middle East, which is necessary to calm 
fears of disruption to the flow of oil, and the 
impact on world oil prices. 

It is our duty to provide leadership to 
countries and populations in the world who 
cry out for help when they are threatened by 
the dark forces of totalitarianism. 

Donald A. Moskowitz 
Londonderry, N.H. 

SEND US YOUR LETTERS .... 
The Voice & Herald welcomes letters from our readers. Send letters (no 
more than 250 words, please) to nkirsch@shalomri.org or The Voice ~ 
& Herald, 401 Elmgrove Ave., Providence, RI 02906. <)T"I 

Letters must be signed and may be edited for content and length. 

wwwjvhri.org 

human diversity and eclipses the frontiers 
erected among men and women by igno
rance, ideologies, religions, languages, and 
stupidity." In this sentence, the Nobel Lau
reate equates religion with ignorance and 
stupidity, with blind, unquestioning, ideo
logical thinking - the kind of thinking that 
tyrannizes the mind, the heart, the very soul 
of humanity. Just in case his listeners haven't 
caught on to his antipathy towards religion, 
Vargas Llosa goes on to restate his convic
tion that religion is always a problem, never 
a solution: "Along with religion, nationalism 
has been the cause of the worst slaughters in 
history . . ." 

I do not know enough about the facts of 
Vargas Llosa's life to suggest what if any 
traumas might have led him to espouse such 
negative views about religion. I can only 
conjecture that some early experience~ have 
led him to identify religion with intoler
ance, fanaticism, ignorance and stupidity. 
Of course, any of us with a mature sense of 
history must admit that at certain times, in 
certain places, under certain circumstances 
religion can be identified with the darkness 
of fanatical intolerance; if we look around 
us this very day, we will find example after 
example of so-called religious individuals 
disfigured by hatred and ignorance. H ow
ever, this is by no means the whole story. 

It saddens me that a man of such obvious 
intelligence, passion, and compassion - a 
man who takes such delight in the richness 
and complexity of our diverse cultures -
appears to be incapable of acknowledging, Jet 
alone appreciating, the positive role that reli
gion has played throughout human hl~'-""ry-

I suspect that Vargas Llosa will continue 
to see only the darkness, not the light of jus
tice and mercy, the quest for grounding and 
meaning which characterize religion at its 
best. I can only hope that his many readers 
will be neither blind nor deaf to the ways reli
gious men and women help heal the wounds 
of our troubled and hurting world. 

James B. R osenberg is rabbi emeritus at 
Temple Habonim in Barrington. Contact him 
at rabbiemeritus@templehabonim.org. 

Life comes full circle 

I'VE RECEIVED SOME wonderful 
emails in response to the piece I wrote 
about my parents for The Jewish Voice & 

Herald ("Ray loves Sandra") in the Feb. 4, 
2011 issue), including one from Morris Gast
freund's daughter Debbie. 

Morris was my mother's tailor. He was 
always so kind and gentle - a lovely man. 
Debbie has a photo that one of my parents 
took of her father while he was mending a 
ta/lit. It's signed as a gift from my parents and 
me. Now that I make tallitot, I found this full 
circle of life very touching. 

BethSurdut 
Sante Fe, N.M. 

Mission of 
The Jewish Voice & Herald 

THE MISSION of The Jewish 
Voice & H erald is to communicate 
Jewish news, ideas and ideals by 

connecting and giving voice to the diverse 
views of the Jewish community in Rhode 
Island and Southeastern Massachusetts, 
while adhering to Jewish values and the 
professional standards of journalism. 
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FROM THE OLD OLNEITI 

Historically accurate or not, Passover holds many pleasures 
Good theater, like good 
literature, should leave 

one wondering 

TIE ONLY RECOGNIZABLY 
oman Catholic member of the 
ergy I could identify was a nun 
tting in the front row. We (and a 

capacity audience) were watching the North 
American premiere of H oward Brenton's 
"Paul" at the Gamm Theatre. When the play 
was over, she was the first person to stand and 

applaud. I turned to my wife, 
tapped her on the shoulder, 
gestured with my chin to the 
nun and asked, "Did she see 
the same play we did?" It's 
hard to imagine. 

Some background: 
According to the Book 

Josh of Acts, the fifth book of 
Stein the New Testament, those -----=--- who knew and followed 

Jesus were still Jews, but 
thought the Messiah had come in the person 
of Yeshua (Aramaic for Joshua). They still 
obeyed the traditional laws, but were perse
cuted because they had been baptized and 
because they shunned both Pharisaic and 
Sadducean authorities. Their principal perse
cutor was Saul of Tarsus who, hearing that 
there were Jewish followers of Yeshua in 
Damascus, decided to go there to stamp out 

A creative solution to 
same-sex marriages 

"Thou shalt not lie with mankind as with 
womankind, it is an abomination." L eviticus: 
XVIII- 22; XX: 13 

THE ABOVE QUOTE is read 
these days in the Torah portions 
of the week. But not to worry, 
this column will not be a d'var 

Torah .. . 
Homosexuality in America is a very 

~ 

Sam 
Lehman
Wilzig 

charged issue: "don't ask, 
don't tell," same-sex mar
riage, etc. One would 
think that in the Holy 
Land - where religion and 
state is inextricably inter
twined - the issue would 
be even more controversial. 
Amazingly, the opposite is 
true. Not only is the phe
nomenon "accepted" and 
quasi-legally protected by 
the secular state, but there 
is now clear evidence that 

even the Orthodox religious (Zionist) camp 
is also coming to grips with it in creative 
fashion! 

First, let's look at general society. The 
annual gay parade in Tel Aviv has become 
part and parcel of the cultural scene -
almost like the Purim parades of yesteryear, 
with costumes, music and much fanfare. 
True, its Jerusalem counterpart has met 
stiff opposition among the ultra-Orthodox 
(more on them a bit later), but the authori
ties have let this, too, go on unimpeded. 
More to the serious point, however, is the 

the community. On the road to Damascus, 
he experienced a blinding light and heard a 
voice say "Saul, Saul, why do you persecute 
me?" Realizing that only the voice ofYeshua 
would say such a thing - though he had been 
crucified and was presumed dead - he con
verted to the new faith . 

And to him it was a new faith. Unlike 

to Saul, a well-meaning hoax that fooled Saul 
completely. (The play's depiction of Nero is 
so off-the-wall that I won't even mention it 
other than to say that if you missed Kelby 
T. Akin as the despotic emperor you missed 
something rare.) 

So, we are there on the night before Paul's 
scheduled execution by the Romans. He's 

Jesus' original followers, the twelve apostles, chained, chanting over and over and over 
who thought of themselves as Jews, Paul (the again as though in a self-induced trance, 
Greek name Saul adopted -------------- "Christ is risen, Christ 
after his miraculous expe- is risen." Paul is a man 
rience on the road to "There is no of faith. But then Peter 

Damascus) creates a new historical evidence (played by Gamm veteran 
religion - one that does Jim O 'Brien) is brought 
not require circumcision that the story of the into the prison; and as the 
or adherence to dietary • play unfolds he reveals all 
laws (the better to attract Exodus lS true, but the deceptions to Paul. 
gentiles, i.e. Greeks, to the • , d ful Jesus was not God, but 
new faith). 1t S a won er story an inspiring man. This 

Now, all of this is a nevertheless." is some_thing that Paul 
given. However, the play the believer refuses to 
assumes facts not gener- believe - that he has 
ally found in Christian 
texts: That the prostitute Mary Magdalene 
was married to Jesus; that Jesus did not die on 
the cross, and therefore was not resurrected 
but hidden by Peter and Jesus' brother James; 
that Joseph and M ary were wealthy dealers 
in religious artifacts in Nazareth; that Peter 
and James sent Saul away to convert the gen
tiles to get him out of their hair, hoping and 
assuming that he'd be ignored or maybe even 
stoned; that they brought Yeshua with them 
to Saul's encampment and had him "appear" 

been deceived, that his 
life's work is based on someone else's artifice. 
Peter, who knows the truth, ultimately joins 
Paul in imploring Jesus the risen God to help 
them. If he's going to die, he may as well die 
for a cause - whether he believes it or not. 

So, why was that nun applauding? I don't 
know, though I suppose she does. 

A good piece of theater ought to leave us 
with questions - the best literature always 
does. H ere the question is not so much "Was 
Jesus God?" - the answer is "No" - but the 

REFLECTIONS OF/IN ISRAEL 

Homosexuality in Israeli socie ty 
status of gays in Israel 's central institution: 
the Israel Defense Forces (IDF). Not only 
is there no hint of homophobia in the mili
tary, but the army actually pays a pension 
to the male life partner of any former army 
officer who passes away - exactly as is done 
for the heterosexual spouse of army officers. 
An award-winning feature film ("Yossi & 
Jagger") was made in 2002 about a homo
sexual relationship between two Israeli 
army soldiers. 

One could go on: Sixty-one percent of 
Israelis support civil marriage for same-sex 
couples, the courts have ruled that a lesbian 
spouse could officially adopt a child born to 
her partner by artificial insemination, and 
Israeli law even recognizes same-sex mar
riages performed elsewhere. 

How does the Zionist-Orthodox sector 
relate to all this? In the past, either with 
silence or parliamentary disapproval - but 
no "over our dead bodies" fi re and brim
stone orations. Recently, however, a signifi
cant change has manifested itself. Greater 
numbers of truly believing sons and daugh
ters of this camp have started demanding 
their rights - and the rabbis have begun to 

etc.). Here there's a "don't ask, don't tell" 
philosophy - not regarding sexual orien
tation, but merely what someone is (not) 
doing in the bedroom. This latter activity 

"Never underestimate 
the halakhic creativity 

of rabbis when they put 
their mind to it." 

is strictly between the individual and the 
Creator. 

What about marriage? "Ha'aretz" 
recently reported on a very mainstream 
Orthodox rabbi who has developed the fol
lowing solution for young religious men 
and women who are gay (and as Ortho
dox adherents, accept the biblical injunc
tion against homosexual relations): They 
marry each other! A lesbian marries a gay 

epistemological question, how do we know 
the things we "know" - and are the things we 
"know" truly true? 

And we Jews? We enter the Passover 
season in a couple of days. Our tables will 
groan under the weight of food; we may be a 
little tipsy after four cups of wine; we'll open 
the door to allow Elijah the prophet to join us 
(he hasn't yet, but maybe this year . . .. ), we'll 
sing songs and prayers, we'll ask questions to 
which we already know the answers. But do 
we really? Were our ancestors really slaves in 
Egypt, rescued by God through his servant 
M oses? Did all those plagues and miracles 
really happen? 

It hardly matters. If one believes, one 
believes; there's no harm in that. If one sees 
the story simply as a metaphor for the poten
tial of the oppressed to rise and liberate them
selves, so be it. There is no historical evidence 
to support the story of the Exodus; but ir's a 
great story nevertheless. If one sees the story 
simply as a metaphor for the potential of the 
oppressed to rise and liberate themselves, so 
be it. If nothing else it gives us the opportu
nity to clean behind those corners we never 
normally get to, and to sing and rejoice with 
friends and family. Dayyenu! 

Joshua B. Stein is a professor of history at Roger 
Williams University. Contact him at jstein@ 
rwu.edu. The complete collection of his columns 
for The Jewish Voice & Herald can be found on 
his blog,Jromtheoldolivetti.blogspot.com. 

man and they live together (same bedroom, 
different beds). The woman is artificially 
inseminated, and the two adults bri ng up 
the children as a regular family unit- many 
times, with no one the wiser! (So far he 
has conducted 12 such marriages.) More 
astounding, the news report suggests that 
such arrangements have been de rigeur in 
the ultra-Orthodox haredi community for 
some time (as is their wont in such matters, 
well under society's radar). 

Israeli society is not telling its homosex
ual children to "gay avec" - quite the oppo
site. At least on this issue it seems to be 
taking to heart the old Jewish adage: "k 'lal 
Yisrael arevim zeh ba'zeh" - all oflsrael must 
look out, one for the "other." 

Professor Sam L ehman-Wilzig teaches at 
Bar-I/an University in Israel. In 2008-09 he 
was Schusterman Visiting Professor at Brown 
University. Visit his Web site: www.pro.fi/w. 
com. 

realize that no less than other sectors, they, 
too, have their fair share of homosexual Our editorial policy 
children. But what to do? After all, as one 
can see from the biblical quote, the Bible is 
quite clear about homosexual relations. 

Never underestimate the halakhic creativ
ity of rabbis when they put their mind to it. 
Several younger, but prominent, Orthodox 
rabbis in Israel have begun "floating" the 
following idea: The Torah speci fically pro
hibits homosexual relations - nothing else! 
In other words, a declaration from someone 
that he is gay in no way negates his full reli
gious rights (e.g. reading from the Torah, 

W WANTOUR 
pinion pages to 
epresent our read

ers' vibrant diversity of ideas 
and opinions. Thus, our edi
torial policy is as follows: The 
Voice & Herald may publish 
thoughtful and informative 
contributors' columns (op
eds) and letters to the editor 
on issues of interest to our 
Jewish community. At our 

wwwjvhri.org 

discretion, we may edit pieces 
for publication or refuse pub
lication. 

Letters and columns, 
whether from our regular 
contributors or from guest 
columnists, represent the 
views of the authors; they 
do not represent the views of 
The Jewish Voice & Herald 
or the Jewish Alliance of 
Greater Rhode Island. 

Send letters (250 words, at 
most) and op-eds (700 words 
or shorter) to Nancy Kirsch 
at nkirsch@shalomri.org 
(Subject Line: OPINIONS) 
or Nancy Kirsch, The Voice 
& Herald, 401 Elmgrove 
Ave., Providence, RI 02906. 
Please include your name, 
city of residence and (not for 
publication) a contact phone 
number or email. 
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Finding the perfect 
script for the Seder 

0 N A SHELF in their 
New Jersey sunroom, 
my parents kept a 
pile of Haggadahs. 

Several were printed in Tel Aviv 
in the 1950s and '60s, illustrated 

Ruth 
Horowitz 

with old etchings 
so poorly repro
duced it was hard 
to tell the hail 
from the locusts. 
One of these was 
in French, bought 
when my family 
lived in Paris. A 
later edition, in 
Russian, recalled 
my grandmoth

er's work with the United Jewish 
Appeal. We kept these stapled 
booklets for sentimental reasons, 
but rarely looked at them. 

The books we actually used were 
more substantial. The lime-green 
Glatzer Haggadah meant busi
ness, with its extensive footnotes 
and essays by Franz Rosenzweig, 
Martin Buber and other heavy
hitter theologians. But in time, 
the ponderous Glatzer Haggadahs 
were supplemented with the more 
user-friendly Silverman. I'm not 
a huge fan of the Silverman. The 
red-and-purple color scheme is 

garish. The pictures of the Four 
Sons are goofy. And the commen
tary tries a little too hard to con
vince the reader that a traditional 
Seder is worth the trouble. 

Soon after the Silvermans came 
on the scene, I got married and 
moved to Los Angeles, where 
we celebrated with an Orthodox 
friend. I don't remember his Hag
gadah - probably because he spent 
more time discussing the text than 
actually reading it. Who knew 
Seders could be so unscripted? So 
educational? 

From Los Angeles, our grow
ing family prepared to move to 
Vermont. Far from my parents and 
with no friend to host us, I would 
be leading my own Seders. For the 
first time, I could do them my way. 
But what was my way? The answer, 
I was sure, could be found in the 
right Haggadah. 

A bookstore in L.A.'s Fairfax 
district offered options from every 
corner of Judaism. But no one 
corner was exactly mine. I ended 
up buying several Haggadahs. The 
Yeshiva University Haggadah pro
vides the sort of erudite analysis 
our Orthodox friend taught us to 
appreciate. The Telling uses non
gendered God language. Mor
decai Kaplan's Reconstructionist 
New Haggadah resonates with my 
theology. 

I rounded out the collection with 

AnLrn 

By the hook 
a handful of Maxwell H ouse Hag
gadahs, offered free at the super
market, between the matzahs and 
the macaroons. They bear a strik
ing resemblance to the stapled 
booklets in my parents' sunroom. 

Coordinating a Seder with mul
tiple manuals takes some doing. 
I charted out the corresponding 
page numbers in the different 
books, and decided which version 
of each section to use. It was hard 
to do - but not nearly as hard as 

"But the pages are 
stained with my 

mother's haroset, 
the margins fi11ed 
with reminders 
of 1oved ones 

we miss." 

getting my guests to follow the 
plan, especially as the evening 
progressed. By the time we broke 
the matzahs, my orderly scheme 
would be shattered. 

That seems about right. In his 
essay reprinted in the Glatzer 
Haggadah, Franz Rosenzweig 
suggests that the Seder's typical 
slide into silliness reinforces the 

festival's liberation message. At 
the start of the meal, the leader 
speaks and the household listens. 
But questions and songs and four 
cups of wine free up the atmo
sphere until, as Rosenzweig puts 
it "the last shred of autocracy ... 

dissolves into community." 
When my parents died, I inher

ited their Haggadahs. At first I 
tried adding the ancestral books to 
my mix. But I soon realized that 
all my editing and orchestrating 
was missing the point. 

So for years now, we've been 
happily using the Silvermans. Yes, 
the art is still ugly. Yes, the com
mentary can be condescending. 
The language is no less sexist, the 

A READER'S VIEWPOINT 

"'Ill 

OPINION 

theology no closer to mine. But the 
pages are stained with my moth
er's haroset, the margins filled with 
reminders ofloved ones we miss. I 
mean that literally. 

Several of the books bear my 
dad's distinctive, mangled hand
writing- layers of names scratched 
in and crossed out as, year after 
year, he pre-assigned various 
passages. Above the Four Qyes
tions, you'll find my older sister, 
me, my cousin and my niece, a 
record of children learning to read. 
My Zionist grandmother repeats 
God's promise to Abraham. My 
argumentative uncle plays the part 
of the rebellious son. An old family 
friend invites all who are hungry to 
come and eat. 

When we read the text now, 
with our grown children, we add 
our own comments, and rephrase 
sexist sentences on the fly- a chal
lenge that becomes more difficult 
and entertaining as we approach 
the fourth cup. 

This mix of remembering and 
revising seems right, too. After all, 
the point of Passover isn't how the 
old story is reprinted. It's how we 
remember it and make it our own. 

Horowitz, a farmer journalist 
with Seven Days, a Vermont news
paper, now works as a freelance 
writer and biogs at ruthhorowitz. 
wordpress.com. Contact her at rutb. 

horowitz@gmail com. 

Is Gustav Mahler's music inherently Jewish? 
The interplay 

between an artist's 
values and creations 

B Y DR. H ERBERT RAKATANSKY 

Special to The Voice & H erald THE RHODE ISLAND 
Philharmonic Sympho
ny's upcoming May 7 
performance of Gustav 

Mahler's Symphony No. 3, pub
lished in 1899, raises interesting 
issues. This will be the first per
formance in Rhode Island of this 
work. Although much of Mahler's 
music was not appreciated for many 
years - and this work was not per
formed by the Boston Symphony 
Orchestra until 1962 - because of 
its different musicality and radical 
structure, there is another reason 
why his music, indeed his career, 
was affected negatively: anti
Semitism. 

Mahler (1860 - 1911) had dual 
successful careers as a major com
poser and conductor, a distinctly 
unusual occurrence among clas
sical musicians. He was born to a 
Jewish family in Eastern Europe 
where anti-Semitism was heavily 
entrenched. As Mahler advanced 
to more prestigious conduct
ing positions, his Jewish heritage 

assumed increasing significance. 
The apex of conducting posts was 
the directorship of the Vienna 
State Opera, an imperial appoint
ment that, by law, was not avail
able to a Jew. 

In 1897, after Mahler converted 
to Catholicism (he was neither an 
observant Jew nor an observant 
Catholic), he was appointed to 
the post two months later. How
ever, anti-Semitic critics continued 
their attacks on him and his music, 
and Mahler eventually moved his 
conducting activities to New York 
for what was, tragically, a short 
tenure. He died some years later of 
bacterial endocarditis, then a fatal 
disease. 

"ln the darkest 
days, the Jewish 

orchestra performed 
Mah1er's Symphony 
No. 2 in Ber1in for 
a Jewish audience." 

We believe that people should be 
judged on the basis of the intrinsic 
quality and value of their accom
plishments - and not on the basis 
of religion, race, gender, etc. What 

about an artist who is unabash
edly anti-Semitic or racist? Rich
ard Wagner comes to mind. He 
openly supported anti-Semitism in 
his writings. What about guilt by 
association? The Nazi regime pro
claimed Ludwig van Beethoven, 
Wagner and Anton Bruckner 
as ideal German composers. 
Nobody has suggested that music 
by Beethoven or Bruckner should 
be banned. However there is con
troversy about Wagner's music, 
which generally is not played in 
Israel. Should we condemn an art
ist's creations because of his or her 
personality? Should we decline 
to exhibit Picasso's paintings of 
women because he did not treat 
women well? 

The Nazis banned Mahler's 
music because he was still an 
ethnic Jew despite his conversion. 
It has been suggested by reputable 
authorities that his music is "inher
ently Jewish." Klezmer and other 
"Jewish" straµ,s and melodies are 
present in his symphonies. Other 
authorities have noted Chris
tian influences. Symphony No. 2 
is about resurrection, the text of 
Symphony No. 3 refers to heav
enly joy given to mankind by Jesus 
through Peter, and Symphony No. 
4 tells of heaven, mentioning St. 
Peter and others. 

In 1933, the Nazi regime estab-

wwwjvhri.org 

lished Kulturbund, the Jewish 
Culture League, in part as a pro
paganda maneuver to demonstrate 
to the world that Jews were being 
well treated. Started in Berlin, it 
expanded to include 46 chapters. 
Jewish music was to be played by 
Jewish musicians for exclusively 
Jewish audiences. "True German" 
music was prohibited. M ahler was 
performed in 15 concerts in Berlin 
over seven-and-a-half seasons. In 
the darkest days of Nazism, on 
Feb. 27, 1941, the Jewish orches
tra performed Mahler's Symphony 
No. 2 in Berlin for a Jewish audi
ence. Martin Goldsmith, whose 
parents played in that orchestra, 
has described this incredible event, 
in his book, "The Inextinguishable 
Symphony," published in 2001 by 
John Wiley & Sons. "For the next 
hour and 25 minutes, Mahler's 
'Resurrection Symphony' took 
possession of the theater, of the 
musicians, of the audience. No 
one, either on stage or in the hall, 
was conscious of time passing, 
just of an immense sound and an 
equally immense spirit moving 
among them... More than 1,000 
people, men and women who had 
come to know danger and pain 
and hurt and humiliation on an 
almost daily basis for more than 
eight years, heard from a valiant 
ensemble of artists who had strug-

gled along with them a vibrant 
musical account of their difficul
ties and then the infinitely hope
ful message that they had not lived 
and suffered in vain and that from 
their depths they would rise again. 

"The audience and artists that 
night responded not to specific 
religious allusions, but to elemen
tal spirituality. Such is the power 
of Mahler's music. Later in 1941, 
the Kulturbund was dissolved and 
most of the participants were sent 
to the camps as part of the 'final 
solution.'" 

Mahler himself said that he was 
creating an entire world in Sym
phony No. 3. The immense power 
in this music, as in all art, can 
now be experienced for what it is 
and not judged by racial, religious, 
political or other invidious criteria. 
How lucky we are, finally, after 
over 110 years to have this "world" 
come to Rhode Island in a free 
society where all, performers and 
audience alike, can enter Mahler's 
realm freely and without fear. 

Dr. Herbert Rakatansky, a resident 
of Providence, is a clinical professor 
of medicine emeritus at The Warren 
Alpert Medical School, Brown Uni
versity. He is a board member of the 
Rhode Island Philharmonic. Con
tact him at herbrak1@cox.net. 



COMMUNITY Jewish Voice ,tl-lerald April 15, 2011 PAGE 7 

'I am the Alliance' 
URI Hillel helps 

students take 
ownership of their 

j ewish journey 

B Y B RIAN SULLI VAN 

bsullivan@shalomri.org 

/Amy Olson 

of the fabric of the whole univer
sity," said Olson. 

"Hillel is a place to go to carry 
out the culture and traditions I 
was brought up with when I am 
not able to go home to spend the 
holidays with my fa mily," said 

"URl Hillel is 
family, friendship, 
connections and a 
Jewish home away 

from home." 

H ILLEL, O NE OF 
the most important 
fi gures in Jewish 
history, was known 

for his mild and openhearted 
approach to interpreti ng the 
spirit of the law. A lso known 
for his kindness, gentleness, and 
hi s concern for humanity, Hillel 
is credited with saying, "If I am 
not fo r myself, who will be fo r 
me? If I am not fo r others , what 
am I? And if not now, when?" It 
seems fitting that a Jewish orga
nization, geared towards Jewish 
undergraduate and g raduate 
students so that they may enrich 
the Jewish people and the world , 
would bear hi s name. 

URI HILLEL STUDENTS and Israeli emissary Yisca Shalev, th ird from right, enjoy 
an Israeli Cooking Night held on March 7, at URl's Norman M. Fain Hillel Center. 

D ayna Riganese, a student and 
URI Hillel 's acting president. 
"When I gradu ate, it is going to 
be very d iffi cult for me to leave 
H illel and all the friends I have 
made here. It's going to feel like 
I am leaving my family." 

"Hi llel creates a warm and 
welcoming environment where 
students of all backgrounds can 
explore and celebrate Jewish 
life," said Amy Olson, University 
of Rhode Island (URI) Hillel 
executive director. "I t 's our goal 
to help students take ownership 
of their Jewish jou rney." 

Hillel is the largest Jewish 

campus orga nization in the 
world, with a presence on more 
than 500 college campuses. It 
foste rs a global culture of Jewish 
pride, exploration and celebra
tion among college students. 
According to the national Hillel 
W eb site (www.hillel. org), going 
to college is Jewish young peo
ple's single most common expe
rience - more so than becoming 
a bar or bat mitzva h, at tending a 
Jewish camp or day school or vis
iting Israel. 

"URI H illel is fa mily, fri end
ship, connections and a Jewish 
home away from home," sa id 
Rebecca Kraut, a student at URI 
and URI Hillel's vice president 
of Shabbat and holidays. "It 's the 
only place we can really relax ." 

Recognized by the univer
sity as one of the most active 
and dynamic organizations on 
campus, URI Hillel offers many 
social, cultural and commu nity 
service activities including Shab
bat and holiday programming 

and meals, alternative spring 
breaks including past tr ips to 

New O rleans and Los Angeles, 
and Israel educational/cultu ral 
programming. 

"W e work hand- in-hand with 
the university to foster an open, 
accepting and multi-cultural 
community," sa id O lson. URI 
Hillel regul arly partners with 
the M ulticul tural Center, GLBT 
(Gay Lesbian Bisexual Trans
gender) Center, the W omen's 
Center and more. "W e are part 

URI Hillel, a partner agency 
of the Jewish A lliance of Greater 
R hode Island, is one of the many 
programs and services funded in 
part by your generous donations 
to the Annual Community Cam
paign. 

Brian Sullivan is marketing 
associate for the A lliance. 

ALZHEIMER'S ASSOCIATI ON 
GETTING STARTEDEDUCATION SERIES 

Allow us to share the journey with you. Family members, caregivers and friends of persons with Alzheimer's 
Disease or related memory disorder are invited to this four-part series to learn, discuss and prepare. You will 
meet others who share similar concerns and experiences. There is no cost to attend but pre-registration is 
required. Call Lori at 421-0008 to reserve a seat. 

Part 1 - Memory Loss, Dementia and Alzheimer's Di 
This workshop is designed to provide you with the basic information that everyone 
needs to know about memory loss issues and what they mean to all of us. 

Part 2 - Understanding Challenging Behaviors & C 
This workshop is intended to help care providers understand the many possible exe 
occur. Practical coping strategies for responding to these behaviors and convmmi 

Part 3 • Caregiver Wellness Program 
Designed for family caregivers and professional caregivers. Caregiving is a 
"slowly given away." Learning self-care is a paramount in preventing burnout 
of stress. Learn stratepies for preventing and coping with the stress of ca • 

Part 4 · Legal and Financial Considerations of A 
with Mark Heffner, Esq. 
Basic legal and financial considerations with be discussed when planning 

alzheimer's ill 
association 

the compassion to care, the leadership to conquer 
245 Waterman Street 
Suite 306 
Providence, RI 02906 

wwwjvhri.org 

1. May 3, 201 1: 6:30 PM - 8:00 PM 

2. May 10, 2011: 6:30 PM - 8:00 PM 

3. May 17, 2011: 6:30 PM -8:00 PM 

4. May 24, 2011: 6:30 PM - 8:00 PM 

Special thanks to our sponsor: 
Jewish Family Service 

And thanks to our host site: 
The Phyllis Siperstein 3 Shalom Drive 

T amarisk Warwick, RI 02886 
Assisted Living 401 -723-0037 

Call the facility for directions 

Phone - 401 -421- 0008 
Phone - 800-272-3900 
Fax -401-421-0115 

www.alz.org/ri 
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JCC charity golf 
tournrunent coming soon 
Jf'spring is here, golf 

is not far behind 

PROVIDENCE - The 26th 
annual JCC charity golf tourna
ment is coming soon - on May 23, 

The 26th 
Annual 

at Wannamoisett Country Club in 
Rumford. Sign up now to play in 
or be a sponsor for the tournament; 
register by April 22. 

Visit www.shalomri.org far more 
information or call Vin Ki/bridge at 
861-8800, ext. 111. 

JCC Charity 
Golf Tournament 

May 23, 2011 

Wannamoisett Country Club 

sign up today! 

www.jccri.org 
Contact 

Vin Kilbridge 

at 
861-8800, ext 111 

or 

vkilbridge@shalomri.org 

for more 

information and 

to learn about 
sponsorship 

opportunities. 

JCC is now Jewish Alliance 
OF GREATER RHODE ISLAND 

Together, we are stronger. 

-
COMMUNITY 

AKKO, ISRAEL is the site of an upcomi ng archaeo logica l dig . 

Spring events include cultural 
programs and activities 

Upcoming programs 
are family-friendly 

BY BHIAN SULLIVAN 

bsullivan@shalomri.urg 

PROVIDENCE - "When I was 
13, I participated in an aschaeo
logical dig in Israel ," said Stepha
nie Markoff Cohen, the director 
of arts and culture for Jewish Alli
ance of Greater Rhode Island (the 
Alliance). "I was surprised when 
I unearthed an intact oil lamp - I 
thought I'd find shards of some
thing, but never something intact." 

Maskoff Cohen expressed her 
excitement for the upcoming lec
ture and reception, "The Aklw 
Project: A New Aschaeological 
Dig in Israel." The free event will 
be held on Thursday, April 28, at 
7:30 p.m. in the Social Hall of the 
Alliance at 401 Elrngrove Ave., 
Providence. William Krieger, a 
University of Rhode Island profes
sor and aschaeologist, will speak 
about an upcoming dig in the 
ancient harbor and city of Akko, 
Israel. 

Maskoff Cohen is planning 
several other events after the recent 
closing of a photography exhibi
tion by Linda Dubin Garfield 
called "Behind the Scene/Seen." 

The Second Annual Rhode 
Island Kosher Chili Cook-Off will 
be held on Sunday, June 5. With a 

THIS PHOTOMONTAGE is from the series "Behind the Scene/ Seen." 
While visiting the city of Prague, it is all too easy to miss the history 
and the ghosts and cries of the murdered Jews who once lived and 
thrived here. Seeing behind the scene/seen includes those who 
perished on these streets during the Holocaust. 

craft fair for children and families, 
organizers anticipate that the event 
will draw a crowd even bigger than 
the 500+ people who attended last 
year. 

Markoff Cohen is toying with 
another family-friendly idea - that 

of showing movies outdoors this 
summer. "I'm looking for a spon
sor for this now," she said. 

If you or your company is inter
ested in sponson·ng the movies, contact 
Stephanie Markoff Cohen at 861-
8800, ext. 108. 

Alzheimer's education series 
WARWICK - The Alzheimer's 
Association will host a "Getting 
Started Education Series" for 
family members, caregivers and 
friends of people with Alzheimer's 
or related memory disorders. 
Jewish Family Service is the spon
sor of this four-part series, which 
is free and open to the community. 

On four Tuesday nights, May 
3, May 10, May 17 and May 24, 
The topics include memory loss, 
dementia and Alzheimer's on 
Tuesday, May 3; understanding 

wwwjvhri.org 

challenging behaviors and com
munication skills on Tuesday, May 
10; caregiver wellness program 
on Tuesday, May 17; and legal 
and financial considerations with 
Mark H effner, Esq., on Tuesday, 
M ay 24. 

The sessions, from 6:30 to 8 
p.m., will be held at Tamarisk, 3 
Shalom Drive, Warwick. 

For more information or to register 
(registration is required), call Lori at 
421-0008. For more about Alzheim
er's, visit www.alz.org/ri. 
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Spring has sprung, so get busy 
]CC's spring guide 

announces 40 
new classes 

PROVIDENCE - Whether you're 
looking for events where you can 
expand your knowledge of the 
world, take enrichment cl~sses, 
enroll your children in an after
school program, find a place to 
swim or take fitness classes, you'll 
find it in the Jewish Alliance of 
Greater Rhode Island's spring pro
gram and class guide at the JCC. 

This guide reflects a broad range 
of programs and services for the 
Jewish community including such 
services as the Jewish community 
concierge and program offerings 
as The Mothers Circle and The 
PJ Library. It also offers 40 new 
classes - from visual arts, cartoon
ing and print making to family 
garden cooking, kickball and vol
leyball. Best of all, classes are avail
able for people of all ages - the very 
young, big kids, teens and adults. 

Here are some of the highlights. 

F AAULI ES 

Family garden cooking 

Each week will feature a fun 
garden-themed recipe. Learn why 
certain vegetables are good for you 
and receive growing tips. Then try 
your hand at preparing a dish to 
take home to your family. All ages 
are welcome. 

Families go green 

A 6-week hands-on learning 
experience that joins science and 
daily living with fun activities to 
engage families in greening their 
lifestyles. All ages are welcome. 

Learn to swim 

Red Cross Certified pro
grams for every level. Individual 
instruction and master classes for 
advanced swimmers also available. 

All classes taught in the JCC's 
indoor heated pool. 

CmLDREN 

Rockababy 

While not new, this enormously 
popular class has been so well
received that additional class times 
are being offered. Babies, toddlers 
and parents spend an enjoyable 
hour of music, play and laugh
ter, led by a very talented trio of 
teacher/entertainers. For children 
ages 4-months to 4-years; different 
classes for different age groups. 

Pottery and sculpture 

Did you know the JCC has a 
kiln? Art teacher Shannon Boucher 
teaches children ages 6 - 12 how 
to fire up their imaginations with 
clay creations. Learn hands-on 
different clay techniques to create 
works of art. Individual instruc
tion allows students to develop at 
their own pace. 

Sports bonanza or 
Sunday spring soccer 

Sports bonanza is a great class 
for kids who enjoy sports but can't 
pick just one. Each week focuses 
on a different sport, with drills, 
games and scrimmages to improve 

skills and have fun . Sunday spring 
soccer on Sunday afternoons is 
open to players of all abilities. 

ADULT 

Many fitness offerings for adults 
are also available for teens; see 
guide for more information. 

Performing arts and film studies 

How about learning and playing 
guitar with other musicians, led by 
Benny Tilchin, for a 'jam' packed 
class? Or join RISD Professor and 
Jewish movie guru Michael Fink 
as he introduces you to the won
derful world of film with History 
ofJewish Film. 

Visual arts 

New courses are being offered 
in book-making, ceramic tile, 
cartooning with local illustrator 
Joshua Baptista or mixed media 
with RISD professor and author 
Karen Triedman. 

Kickball and pick-up volleyball 

Both are new and you don't have 
to be an expert to join the fun . Get 
some exercise and make some new 
friends. 

M embers and non-members are 
all welcome to take classes and use 
the ]-Fitness facilities; members pay 

April J-Cation Camp 
• • m session 

PROVIDENCE - Students home 
from school during April break 
may want to check out the April 
]-Cation Camp at the Jewish Alli
ance of Greater Rhode Island. 
Camp is available for students in 
kindergarten through sixth grade 
and counselors-in-training is avail
able for children in grades 7 and 8. 

Camp sessions will run on 
M onday, A pril 18; Thursday, April 

21; Friday, A pril 22; Monday, 
April 25 and Tuesday, April 26; 
daily free swims and gym or out
door play times are offered. Early 
arrival, extended day options, 
] -Space drop-in hours are avail
able. Ten percent discount for sib
lings available. 

For more information or to register, 
call H eidi at 861-8800, ext. 146 or 
visit www.shalomri.org. 

The Mothers Circle participants begin Passover preparations 

Julie Freshman, Jen Sherer, Jessica Engle, Rebecca Marcus and Lucy Freedman 
On Thursday evening, April 7, participants in The Mothers Circle, a group for non-Jewish women 

raising Jewish children, gathered at Clayground in East Greenwich to paint their own seder plates. 

wwwJvhri.org 

lower rates far enrichment classes 
and camp, and may attend regularly 
scheduled fitness classes far free. A 
membership promotion now in place 
waives the 175 application Jee and 
gives new members one extra month 
of membership when they pay far the 
full year. 

Summer memberships are also 
available, and summer members 
also receive member discounts. For 

more information about classes or to 
register, got to www.shalomri.org, 
or stop by the ]CC far a copy of the 
spring guide. For information about 
membership or to become a member, 
stop by either entry desk, or call 861-
8800 and a membership associate 
will be glad to help you. All classes 
and events are held at the JGC, 401 
Elmgrove Ave., Providence. 

What have you heard about 

Touro Fraternal Association? 
Come to Our 

OPEN HOUSE 
Wednesday • APRIL 27 • 6:30 PM 

45 Rolfe Square, Cranston, RI 

Enjoy a free kosher dinner 
get the facts and then join 

New England's Largest Independent 
·Jewish Fraternal Association 

Men 18-52 are elig ible for amazing benefits 
Special incentives/or Regular Members who join that night 

For information and reservations call 
401-785-0066 or e-mail at i11fo@tourofraternal.org 

Special Guest Speaker 

Jim Hummel 
of 

"The Hummel Reporr" 

Touro Fraternal Association 
45 Rolfe Square, Cranston, RI 02910 

www. tourofraternal.org 



PAGE 10 Jewish Voice ~ Herald April 15, 2011 

Friday 
April 15 
PJ Library Partners With 
Kreatelier 

10 percent off all purchases 
duri ng story hour. 

Kreatelier, 804 Hope St., 
Providence 

10- 11 a.m. 

More info : nkatzman@shalomri. 
org 

Senior Cafe: Lunch and Enter
tainment 

Enjoy birthday celebrations 
with music. 

The Jewish Alliance of Greater 
Rhode Island Social Hall , 401 
Elmgrove Ave., Providence 

Noon - lunch, 1 p.m. - Program 

Suggested donation of $3 fo r 
lunch for those 60+ or under 60 
and disabled; program is fre e. 

More info: RSVP required two 
days in advance; call Neal at 
861 -8800, ext. 107 

Shabbat Hallelu - Service in 
Song 

Uplifting musical Shabbat 
features Temple Beth-El 
musicians. 

Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard 
Ave., Providence 

6:30 p.m. - Light refreshments, 7 
p.m. - Service 

More info: Rob Massi at331-
6070 or Rmassi@temple-beth
el.org 

Oneg Honoring Rabbi George 
and Rita Astrachan 

Special Shabbat service and 
oneg honoring the Astrachans, 
who are moving away. 

Temple Sinai, 30 Hagen Ave. 
Cranston 

7:30 p.m. 

More info: 942-8350 

Saturday 
April 16 
KTantan B'Yachad, Young 
Family Shabbat Together 

A 45-minute lay-led service 
designed especially for young 
families. 

Kiddush with challah, bagels 
and cream cheese follows 
the service. Open to the 
community; donations of gently
used toys, books, diapers and 
clothes are Children's Friend 
and Service are welcome. 

Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard 
Avenue, Providence 

9:30 a.m. 

More info: Rob Massi at 331-
6070 or Rmassi@temple-beth
el.org 

Family First Shabbat Morning 
Service 

Interactive learning service 
led by Rabbi Joel Seltzer for all 
ages, followed by lunch. 

Temple Emanu-EI Fishbein 
Chapel, 99 Taft Ave., Providence 

10:30 a.m. 

More info: Rabbi Seltzer at 
jseltzer@teprov.org 

Monday 
April 18 
First Seder at URI Hillel 

URI Hillel will also serve 
Passover meals throughout the 
holiday including a Matzah Brei 
Dinner on Wednesday, April 20 
and a Shabbat dinner on Friday, 
April 22. 

Norman M. Fain Hillel Center, 6 
Fraternity Circle, Kingston 
6:30 p.m. 

$15 for URI students on a dining 
plan, $18 for other students, $25 
for non-students 

More info: 874-2740, Hillel@ 
urihillel.org or amyolson@mail. 
uri.edu 

Tuesday 
April 19 
Second Night Seder 

Temple Am David, 40 Gardiner 
St., Warwick 

6 p.m. 

Members: $36 per adult, $21.50 
per child; Non-members: $40 
per adult, $25 per child 

More info: 463-7944 

Second Night Community 
Seder 

Temple Habonim, 165 New 
Meadow Road, Barrington 

6:30 p.m. 

More info: 245-6536 or office@ 
templehabonim.org 

Thursday 
April 21 
Adoption Options Informa
tional Meeting 

Jewish Family Service, 959 N. 
Main St., Providence 

6- 7 p.m. 

More info: Peg Boyle at 331 -
5437 or peg@jfsri.org 

Chocolate Seder and Parent 
Passover Shmooze 

Kids bring a dairy dinner and 
create a chocolate Seder 
for dessert. Parents share a 
favorite kosher-for-Passover 
dessert and recipe. 

The All iance, 401 Elmgrove 
Ave., Providence 

6- 8 p.m. 

JCC Members: $20, Non
members: $25, Second child: 
$18 

More info: Heidi at 861 -8800, 
ext. 146 orwww.shalomri.org 

Friday 
April 22 
Yiddish Shmooze 

Come and enjoy some Yiddish 
conversation; Passover will be 
the topic for discussion. 

The Alliance, 401 Elmgrove 
Ave., Providence 

9:30 a.m. - 11 :30 a.m. 

More info: 861 -8800 

Shabbat and Passover Evening 
Service 

Temple Torat Yisrael, 330 Park 
Ave., Cranston 

7:30 p.m. 

More info: 785-1800 

Saturday 
April 23 
Shabbat and Passover Morn
ing Service 

Temple Torat Yisrael, 330 Park 
Ave., Cranston 

Worden's Pond • Wakefield, Rhode Island 
website: www.campjori.com • E-mail: ronni@campjori.com 

Call Camp Director Ronni Guttin at 401-463-3170 

wwwJvhri.org 

9:15 a.m. 

More info: 785-1800 

CALENDAR 
Sunday 

PJ Library Shabbat Story time 
& Shabbat Activity 

Guest Storyte ller: Laura Krinsky. 
Open to Beth Shalom families 
and community children ages 
5 to 9; adult must accompany 
young children. Snacks. 

Beth Sholom Synagogue Kids' 
Room, Corner of Ro chambeau 
Avenue and Camp Street, 
Providence 

10 - 11 :15 a.m. 

More info: Elly Leyman at 
elly207@gmail.com 

Tuesday 
April 26 
Passover Service with Yizkor 

Temple Torat Yisra el, 330 Park 
Ave., Cranston 

9 a.m. 

More info : 785-1800 

Wednesday 
April 27 
Touro Fraternal Open House 
and Dinner 

Free open house to learn more 
about Touro Fraternal; Jim 
Hummel is the guest speaker. 

Toure Headquarters, 45 Rolfe 
Square, Cranston 

6:30 p.m. 

More info: RSVP to 785-0066 or 
www.tourofraternal.org 

See story on page 16 

Thursday 
April 28 
Holocaust Exhibit Opens at 
UMass/Dartmouth 

"When Humanity Fails" tells 
of the soldiers who liberated 
Western Europe and freed the 
survivors of Nazi persecution. 

Woodland Commons I and 11, 
University of Massachusetts 
Dartmouth, 285 Old Westport 
Road, North Dartmouth, Mass. 

Through May 5 

More info: Jacqueline Satlow 
at 508-910-6551 or jsatlow@ 
umassd.edu 

Saturday 
April30 
Dan Nichols in Concert 

Temple Beth-El and Providence 
Temple Youth (PROVTY) 
presents Dan Nichols. 

Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard 
Ave., Providence 
8 p.m.; $10 per ticket 

More info: Rob Massi at 331-
6070 or rmassi@temple-beth-el. 
org. 
See story on page 14 

May1 
Mitzvah Day Blood Drive at 
Temple Beth-El 

Donate blood as part of Beth
El's Mitzvah Day; open to the 
community. 

Temple Beth-El , 70 Orchard 
Ave., Providence 

8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

More info: 331-6070 

Blood Drive at Temple Torat 
Yisrael 

Observe the mitzvah of pikuach 
nefesh, saving a life. 

Temple Torat Yisrael, 330 Park 
Ave., Cranston 

8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

More info: 785-1800 

Temple Torat Yisrael's Spring 
Bazaar 

Jewelry, hand-blown glass, 
bake sale, fa shion handbags, 
etc. 

Temple Torat Yisrael, 330 Park 
Ave ., Cranston 

lOa.m.- 3 p.m. 

More info: Ela ine at 338-1690 

Tuesday 
May3 
Tuesdays Together 

Story time and hands-on f 
activity for children ages 2 to 4! 
with responsible adult. 

Jewish Community Day School, 
85 Taft Ave., Providence 
10 - 11 a.m. 

More info: Lauri Lee at llee@ 
jcdsri.org or 751 -2470, ext. 16 

·Wednesday 
May4 
The Miriam Hospital Women's 
Association 

The association's 114th annual 
meeting installs officers and 
board, and music by Marc 
Trachtenberg on piano and Jan 
Schmidt, vocalist. 
Ledgemont Country Club, 131 
Brown Ave., Seekonk, Mass. 
11 :30 a.m. - Luncheon, 1 p.m. -
Meeting 

$30 
More Info: 793-2520 

Calendar Submissions 
Please note: Our next issue of 
he Voice & Herald will be pub

lished on April 29. Please send 
!Calendar items for that issue by 
!April 18. Calendar items for the 
May 13 issue are due May 2. 
Send all calendar items 
Ito nkirsch@shalomri.org with 

!the subject line of "CALENDAR." 



recipe Vibrant Jewish Voice & Herald 
from Nancy Kirsch, Executive Editor 

ingredienls 

Simchas and obituaries 
Your Patron Gift! 

Columns and letters to the editor 

Calendar 
Local news and feature stories 
National and international news , 

Please donate as generously as you 
can, so that The Jewish Voice & Herald 
can continue to satisfy your appetite 
for Jewish news. 

Please ~ake your tax-deducti~le 
donation securely online at 

www.JVHRl.org, 
or by check, made out to 

The Jewish Voice & Herald 
401 Elmgrove Avenue 
Providence, R.I. 02906 

If you donate S54A orll donations are tax deducti ble. 
more and attend th h f 

the portion of yourcontrib f . ec e event (valued at $20), 
u ,on m excess of $20 is tax-deductible. 

Part; ·L• ., 
Every donor who contributes $54 or more to our patron campaign is 
invited to a complimentary reception with Chef Walter Potenza at 
Walter's Restaurant, 286 Atwells Avenue, on Federal Hill in Providence 
on Thursday, May 26, from 7 - 9 p.m. Chef Potenza will share his 
knowledge of the Jewish ghettos in Italy, while you nosh on his 
Jewish-Italian appetizers and enjoy a complimentary glass of wine, 
watch a cooking demonstration and participate in a Q & A. Cash bar 

, ,and free valet parking available. Space is limited, so sign up now. 
When you return your check for $54 (per person) or morei please mark 

the ~nvelope,"Co~nt Me In." 

Consu . f bi-weekly 
S,.:M.,, 20,000 Jews in Greater R.I. 

wwwjvhri.org 
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A marriage of music 

and philanthropy 

SOPHIE ISENBERG /Randy Rosenthal 

A lucky winner 
will receive two 
VIP tickets to 

Roslyn Kind concert 
BY VOICE & HERALD STAFF 

voiceherald@shalomri.org 

The morning began with a mitzvah 

CRANSTON - With Mother's 
Day on the horizon, it's time 
to think about what to get the 
"mother" in your life, even if 
she's not your mother. Here's one 
option: Snag two free tickets to 
a Saturday, May 14 concert with 
Roslyn (Rozzie) Kind; the concert 
is a fundraiser for Temple Sinai in 
Cranston and the Rhode Island 
Interfaith Coalition Fighting Pov
erty with Faith. 

ON MONDAY, MARCH 
28, the JCC's Early 
Childhood Center and 

the Creativity Center of the Jewish 
Alliance of Greater Rhode Island 
teamed up to conduct "Mitzvah 
Morning." With help from their 
teachers, parents and/or grandpar
ents, children sorted books, created 
Passover tags for the Louis and 
Goldie Chester Full Plate Kosher 
Food Pantry, decorated and filled 
food bags for Mobile Loaves and 
Fishes, and designed shoe boxes for 
Gotta H ave Sole Foundation. 

BETHANY SUTTON helps 
her son, Aaron Sutton 

Email Nancy Kissch at 
nkirsch@sha-
lomri.org or 
write her do 
The Jewish Alli
ance of Greater 
Rhode Island, 
401 Elmgrove 
Ave., Providence, 
RI 02906, to 

enter your name 
in the raffle. On 
Tuesday, May 10, 
we'll put all the 
names we receive 
in a hat and draw 
the name of a 
lucky winner who 

..___:...,:::::..___,_=-_,_ ___ -,-, 

D~IJi 
iewish community 

day school of rhode island 

JCDSRI wishes you a 

holiday surrounded 

by f arnily and 

friends . 

call: 401-751-2470 

explo.re: WWW.Jed.Sn 01g 

visi.t: 85 Taft Avenuft Providence 

wwwjvhri.org 

will receive two free VIP tickets 
to the Roslyn Kind concert. Mark 
your email: MOTHER'S DAY 
and don't delay. Be sure to include 
your name and contact informa
tion (phone number and/or email 
address). 

She may not be as famous as her 
sister, Barbra Streisand, but Kind 
is kindly coming to perform at 
the fundraising concert at 8 p.m. 
on May 14 at the Park Theater in 
Cranston. 

Kind, who enjoys music of 
her "growing up era - the '60s, 
'70s and '80s - Fleetwood Mac, 
Chicago, the Supremes and the 
Beatles," promises a mix of music 
at the concert. She's likely to sing 
a couple of things that aren't so 
well known, show tunes, a little 
jazz and ballads and funny songs. 
"I don't like to be labeled, I show 

all the facets of who I am and 
share them with my audience," 
said Kind, in a phone interview 
,vith The Voice & Herald several 
months ago. "I make them laugh 
and forget their troubles and to 
have fun." 

Thanks go to Dermis Byrne who 
donated two show tickets to The Voice 
&Herald. 

For more about Kind, visit www. 
Roslynkind.com. For those who want 
to purchase tickets, call the Park 
Theater in Cranston at 467-7275. 

Note: The winner must be able to 
come to the Jewish Alliance if Greater 
Rhode Island, 401 Elmgrove Ave. in 
Providence to pick up the tickets. 

Staff members if the Jewish 
Alliance if Greater Rhode Island are 
prohibited from participating in the 
rajfle. 

Clad·~ 
Happy Passover 

Spring is here 
from head to toe 

with unique 
collections in 

each store. 

Clad in Providence 
497 Angell Street 
Wayland Square 

Clad in Stonington 
Clad in Mystic 

Women's Fashion Size 14 - 20 

Visit cladln.com for designers, directions & hours. 
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/Alisa Grace Photography 

A CROWD LISTENS to Richard Licht, at far right, the chairman of the Jewish Alliance of 
Greater Rhode Island, express his support of JCDS at "That 70s Gala.· 

/Alisa Grace Photography 

MARCIA and RABBI ALVAN KAUNFER, the honorary co-chairs of 
"That 70s Gala" and Dan Gamm, the president of the JCDS board. 

Crowd rocked 
to the '70s for 

]CDS fundraiser 

BY NAOMI SCHORSCH STEIN AND 

ALISA KOTLER-BERKOWITZ 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

PROV1DENCE - Who knew 
that Rabbi Alvan and Marcia 
Kaunfer could dance like John 
Travolta? This was the big "reveal" 
for 150 suppe'rters of the Jewish 
Community Day School of Rhode 

Channeling John Travolta? 
Island QCDS) who came out on 
Sunday, March 27 for an evening 
of dancing, dinner and fun that 
included a silent auction. 

Dubbed "That 70s Gala," the 
event was the firstJCDS fundraiser 
in several years. The gala's theme 
paid homage to the evening's hon
orary co-chairs, the Kaunfers, who 
were among tbe founding families 
of the school in 1978. 

It was a rockin' night at the Art 
Bar in downtown Providence. As 
Rachel Friedberg, parent of Ariel 
QCDS '10), Yoni QCDS '12) and 
Tamar QCDS '15) said, "As a 
parent who has been connected to 

the school since 2004, I was truly 
moved by the love and support for 
the school that filled the room. The 
excitement for the school was tan
gible among the crowd of people 
that came out to dance, dress in 
crazy costumes and support the 
school." 

Temple Emanu-El's Rabbi Joel 
Seltzer said, 'We had an absolute 
blast. The atmosphere was joyous, 
and it was clear that this was not 
only a fundraiser, it was a fun
raiser, too. We were thrilled to be 
supporting a cause that is dear to 
us." 

Current and past parents helped 

raise more than $16,000 to sup· 
port special programs at JCDS 
through the Parent Association. 
More than 100 items were auc
tioned off, including several vaca
tions, jewelry, spa and restaurant 
certificates and much more. Some 
of the highest bids went for the 
students' own creations such as a 
hand painted Adirondack chair 
that was created by third grade 
students. Among the highlights of 
the evening was an appearance by 
U.S. Representative David Cicil
line who conducted a live auction 
of his own prize - Coffee with the 
Congressman! 

Naomi Schorsch Stein has three 
children - two of whom graduated 

from ]CDS and one who is in the 
3rd grade. Alisa Kotler-Berkowitz 
has three children at ]CDS. Con
tact them, the co-chairs of the Parent 
Association, at pa@jcdsri.org. 

For more information about the 
Jewish Community Day School, visit 
wwwjcdsri.org. 

The Jewish Community Day School 
is a partner agency of the Jewish Alli
ance of Greater Rhode Island. 

Why is this night NOT different from all other nights? 
Because Magen David Adorn remains on alert and ready to race to the scene of any emergency, · 

from rocket and terror attacks to illnesses, accidents, heart attacks and childbirth. 

Since 1930, MDA has been there for all of Israel's people and for eight decades 
American Friends of Magen David Adorn has stood with them. Thanks to AFMDA's 
steadfast support, the brave men and women who are Israel's world-renowned first 
responders have the training, medical supplies and equipment, vehicles, facilities and 
communications devices they need. 

Medical emergencies do not stop on holidays and Israel relies on Magen David Adorn 
to answer every call. MDA relies on AFMDA and we, in turn, rely on your support to 
enable us all, together, to save lives in Israel. 

Happy Pas·sover! 

@ AMERICAN FRIEND S O F 
MAGEN DAVID ADOM . 

ARMOI • N O R THE AS T R EGION 

Gary Perl, Regional Director 
352 Seventh Avenue, Suite 400 

New York, NY 10001 
(866) 632-2763 • northeast@afmda.org 

Burton Kle in, New England Representative, 
617-916-1827 

burtklein@verizon.net 

American Frie11ds ol Magen David Adorn supports tile l1fesav1ng efforts of rv1age11 David Adom. v.11,cll 
pro\·ides lsrziel's pre-l1osp1tal e111ei-~1enc; medical care. includ1nq d1szistcr. arnbulance ;ind hlood ser\'iu:s. 

wwwjvhri.org 



PAGE 14 Jewish Voice ~Herald April 15, 2011 

OFFICIALS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF RHODE ISLAND OF JEWISH WAR VETERANS of the USA Senior 
Vice-Commander Ira Fleisher, left, Commander Sanford Gorodetsky and Junior Vice -Commander 

Michael Penn stand with newly dedicated flags on Sunday, March 27. 

Veterans dedicate new flags 
PROVIDENCE - The Depart
ment of Rhode Island of Jewish 
War Veterans of the USA con
ducted a dedication ceremony at 
the Jewish Alliance of Greater 
Rhode Island, at 401 Elm
grove Ave., in Providence, on 

the morning of Sunday, March 
27. The Department acquired a 
new American flag and a newly 
designed Rhode Island D epart
ment flag both of which had to be 
formally accepted and dedicated. 
The flags will be used for parades 

and any other ceremonial activi
ties of the Department. 

Following the ceremony, Rhode 
Island area veterans and their 
spouses, and guests from other 
veterans' organizations enjoyed a 
sumptuous dairy buffet. 

' Mutual Engineering • 
Service Co. 

A DIVISION Of THE PETRO GROUP 

• Heating • Air Conditioning • Heat Pumps • Roof T9p Syste,ms • 

Keeping vou comfortable since 19,3'4! 

~/SA 

We Provide Complete Gas Heating and Heat Pum): 
Service and Installation - Residential • Commercial 

A FULL IN-HOUSE DESIGN, 
INSTALLATION & SERVICE COMPANY 

Call David Epstein at 401-351-3900 
wwwjvhri.org 

COMMUNITY 
Dan Nichols to perform 

at Hahonim, Beth-El 
BY R ACILEL MERSKY WODA 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

DAN NICHOLS, a 
popular and influen
tial Jewish musician 
who plays more than 

200 events each year, is coming 
to Rhode Island. He will perform 
first on Friday, April 29 at Temple 
Habonim, 165 New Meadow Road 
in Barrington; Rabbi Andrew 
Klein and Nichols will lead Shab
bat services. When Shabbat ends, 
he will perform in concert at 
Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard Ave. 
in Providence on Saturday, April 
30, at 8 p.m. 

I am fortunate to know Nichols, 
who has an incredible ability to 

transform gatherings into sacred 
spaces with his music. H e has said 
that he wants to "take something 
ancient and beautiful, and make it 
important, relevant and cool to a 
young person." 

Young people who find his music 
relevant, and older generations 
reconnect in a new and meanjng
ful way to Jewish tradition through 
his music. 

Whether you begin or end 
Shabbat with Dan Nichols, it will 
be one that you will never forget. 

DAN NICHOLS 

Visit www.jewishrock.com for 
more information about Nich
ols. For more information about 
Temple Habonim's service, call 
245-6536, for more about the con
cert at Temple Beth-El, call 331-
6070. Purchase tickets at the door 
for $10 per person. 

Rachel Mersky Wada, a resident of 
Providence, is the NFTY Northeast 
advisor. Contact her at rwoda@ur,i 
org, 

ll1111Nj Janney Montgomery Scott LLC 
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Barbara Kenerson 
First Vice President I Investments 

One Turks Head Place, Suite 700, Providence, RI 02903 
401.274.8600 800.343.5411 fax: 401.455.0348 

bkenerson@j msonline.com 
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Improve Your Grades! 
Tutoring Students K thru College 

All Subjects 

Homework Assistance 

Guided Reading/Writing 

Effective 1-on-1 Instruction 

SAT/ACT Prep 

Sr. Portfolio Prep 

Flexible Locations 

Available 7 Days a Weeki 

+ 
cademic 
dvantage 

Call 401-921-5860 or V/Slt 

www.academicadvantageRl.com 
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Holocaust Memorial Day 
events at URI Hillel 

Events include 
commemoration, panel 
discussion and Shabbat 

will speak about their personal 
connections to the Holocaust and 
how they are still affected by it. 

Rhode Island Hadassah 
hosts regional conference 

dinner speaker 
KINGSTON - URI Hillel will 
hold several events in honor of 
Holocaust Memorial Day, Yorn 
HaShoah, from Wednesday, April 
27 through Friday, April 29. 

Students will plant a com
memorative "Field of Flags" on 
the Hammerschlag Mall on the 
URI Kingston Campus (the walk
way between the Multicultural 
Center and the Library) on April 
27 from noon to 3 p.m. The flags 
will remain in place until Monday, 
May 2. Nearly 2,400 small colored 
flags - each representing 5,000 
victims of the Holocaust - will be 
placed in the ground; collectively 
they represent the Holocaust's six 
million Jewish victims. Through
out the afternoon of Wednesday, 
April 27, students will recite the 
names of victims of the Holocaust. 

On Friday, April 29 at 5:30 
p.m., as part of Hillel's Friday 
night service, Holocaust survivor 
Alice Goldstein will speak at the 
Norman M. Fain Hillel Center, 
6 Fraternity Circle, in Kings
ton. Goldstein, a retired social 
researcher in population studies 
from Brown University, spent the 
first eight years of her life in Nazi 
Germany. Born into a family that 
had been in Germany for two cen
turies, she saw the gradual isolation 
and degradation of her parents and 
grandparents as the Nazis tight
ened the scope of Jewish activities. 
Fortunately, her parents arranged 
to flee Germany, and they arrived 
in the United States just one week 
before the hostilities ofWorld War 
II began. Her presentation seeks 
some answers to the question of 
how such atrocities could happen 
in a modem democratic state and 
what kinds oflessons we can draw 
from her experiences. A Shabbat 
dinner at 6:30 p.m. will follow her 
talk. 

Dr. Meredith 
Drench will be 

installed as president 
Bv Evv MITTLEMAN 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

WARWICK - The Rhode Island 
Chapter of Hadassah will host the 
Western New England Region 
(WNER) Spring Conference at the 
Crowne Plaza Hotel, Greenwich 
Avenue, Warwick, on Sunday, May 
15, from 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

More than 100 years ago, Henri
etta Szold said, "There is no ending 
that is not a beginning." With this 
in mind, the conference includes 
the installation of Rhode Island 
Hadassah's Dr. Meredith Drench, 
as the WNER president. Drench 
will preside over the WNER during 
the fall 2012 celebrations ofHadas
sah's 100th anniversary, including 
the dedication and opening of the 
new Sarah Wetsman Davidson 
Tower, Hadassah's newest medical 
facility in Israel. 

Drench, affectionately known 
as "Merry" to her many Hadassah 
friends, is the director of Adaptive 
Health Associates Inc. An interna
tional speaker, consultant, educa-

DR. MEREDITH DRENCH 

tor and author, she has held many 
leadership positions in Hadassah, 
including the co-vice president of 
programming, co-president of the 
Kent County Group of Hadassah, 
co-vice president of programming 
and membership, and president 
of the Rhode Island Chapter of 
Hadassah. 

Drench has served WNER as 
the chair of the H adassah College 
in Jerusalem and most recently as 
organization vice president and 
president-elect. 

She also serves on AIDS Task 
Force of the Community Relations 
Council of the Jewish Alliance of 

Greater Rhode Island (Alliance), 
and she has held many posts on the 
board of the Alliance's Women's 
Division. 

In addition to Drench, the new 
slate of officers includes Frances 
Friedman/Worcester Chapter -
organization vice president, Nan 
Gold /Worcester Chapter - trea
surer, Karen Licht/Springfield 
Chapter - recording secretary and 
Susan Frisch Lehrer/Berkshire 
Hills Chapter - corresponding sec
retary. 

The keynote speaker at the 
WNER spring conference is 
Marcie Natan, the incoming 
national Hadassah president. She 
will be joined by Benita Ross, the 
national vice president. 

The cost for the day's program, lun
cheon and entertainment is S36 per 
person. Send check.r, payable to Hadas
sah, to 402 East Street, Pittsfield, MA 
01201. RSVPS and payments by 
April 29; for more information, con
tact the WNER office, 413-445-5509 
or email wner@hadassah.org. 

Evy Mittleman is a vice president 
for Rhode Island Hadassah. Con
tact her at RhodeislandChapter@ 
HADASSAHorg. 

An exhibit of photos and litera
ture about the Holocaust will be 
on public display in Atrium 1 in 
Memorial Union, 50 Lower Col
lege Road, from Wednesday after
noon, April 27 through Thursday 
afternoon, April 28, 

At 7 p.m. on Wednesday, April 
27 in Atrium 1 in Memorial 
Union, a panel of URI students 

RSVP for dinner to H illel at 874-
2740 or hillel@urihillel.org. For more 
information, contact Josh Einhorn 
at josh_einhorn@my.uri.edu or 617-
797-5552. 

URI Hillel is a partner agency of 
the Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode 
Island. 

Honoring Herb Singer 

Rabbinical college holds 
fundraiser for needy families 

MORE THAN 130 __ __,_ 

people attended a 
Temple Am David 
fundraiser to honor 

Herb Singer, a former president of 
the board of Temple Am David, on 
the evening of Saturday, April 3. 
Marty Cooper, a former president of 
Temple Am David's board, served 
as the evening's master of ceremo
nies and U.S. Representative James 
Langevin greeted Singer, as well. 
Singer, a resident of Cranston was 
honored for his 46 years of dedi
cated service to the synagogue. The 
synagogue's office was dedicated to 
him and is now known as the Herb 
Singer Office. 

PROV1DENCE - The New 
England Rabbinical College 
has announced its Pesach Moas 
Chitirn fundraising initiative to 
raise money for needy families. 
Donations made in April to the 
New England Rabbinical Col
lege will be matched by the Alan 
Shawn Feinstein Foundation. 

To donate, make a check out 
to the New England Rabbinical 
College and mailed to 154 Eme
line St., Providence, RI 02906 or 
dropped off at the College at 262 
Blackstone Blvd., Providence. 

For more information, contact 
Naftali Karp, executive director, 
Yeshiva Gedo/a of Providence, New 
England Rabbinical College, at 274-
1361 or nkarp.nerc@gmail.com. 

Jewish pride + 

U.S. REPRESENTATIVE 
JAMES LANGEVIN greets 

Herb Singer on the evening 
of Saturday, April 3. 

open to diversity 

=~JORi,totally yours. 
Worden's Pond • Wakefield, Rhode Island 

website: www.campjori.com • E-mail: ronni@campjori.com 
Call Camp Director Ronni Cuttin at 401-463-3170 

wwwjvhri.org 

H you're not eating 
CASERTNs you're 
not eating pizza! 

s1-1• OFF 

A Rhode Island Tradition for over 50 years 
Parking available 

TAKE OUT 272-3618 or 621-3618 or 621-9190 
JV 
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/ Ronn ee Wasserman 

SURROUNDED BY A crowd, Scott Tepper holds the challah on the evening of Friday, April 8. 

ABOUT 125 PEOPLE Temple Shalom, and Dr. Wil- going to lunch at the Bristol 
attended the synagogue's liam Crausman, the synagogue's Harbor Inn where Diane Mede-
ll0th celebration Shab- religious leader from 1975 to ros, the Bristol town administra-

bat service. Among the guests 2003. tor, gave greetings and Richard 
were descendants of seven of On Saturday morning the Licht brought a proclamation 
the 11 founders, clergy from descendants met in the vestry from Governor Lincoln Chafee. 
St. Mary's, St. Michaels' and and shared their stories before 

Paula knows a guy ... 
Rhode Islanders are famous for saying "I KNOW A GUY!" 

Paula Miller, who discovered advertising with The Voice & Herald, earned 

herself a $25 gift card to Casserta's Pizza, when she 

referred a new advertising customer to us. 

Call our ad rep, Tricia Stearly (she's REALLY nice), at 

421-4111, ext. 160 or e-mail tstearly@shalomri.org 

to get in on the deal. You find us a business person 

who would love business from our community, 

and if he or she advertises with us, you get the 

prize! 

Read the fine print, below, for more details! 

REFER SOMEONE - your favorite doctor, dentist, 
realtor, accountant, restaurant owner, florist, liquor store 
owner, etc. to Tricia Stearly, our advertising sales representative, at 421-4111, ext. 
160 or tstearly@shalomri.org . 
• IF THAT PERSON HASN'T ADVERTISED WITH THE VOICE & HERALD in the past 
12 months and signs an advertising contract with us, we'll send you the $25 gift 
card from one of our local advertisers. 

• WE'LL SEND YOU the $25 gift card after the ad runs . 

• IT'S A WIN-WIN FOR EVERYONE - you get a gift card to use or give away, your 
referral gets great advertising exposure and we've put money in the hands of 
another local business! 

• DON'T DELAY - this program may be time-limited! 

wwwjvhri.org 

COMMUNITY 
Touro Fraternal Association 

hosts open house 
Jim Hummel to 

entertain at 
free event 

CRANSTON - Each year Touro 
Fraternal Association plans a full 
schedule of events designed for its 
members and their families, with 
the exception of one event that is 
open to the community. This year, 
Touro's open house is on W ednes
day, April 27, beginning at 6:30 
p.m. 

Potential members are invited 
to learn more about Touro, the 
largest independent Jewish fra
ternal order in New England. In 
a statement issued by the associa
tion, Andrew Lamchick, Touro's 
mombership committee chair
man, said, "These open meetings 
are designed to show prospective 
members a little about Touro, 
what it does and what it stands 
for. 

"The evening is a typical Touro 
evening. We'll conduct a regular 
meeting, enjoy a sumptuous meal 
and then be entertained. In the 
past we've had interesting speak
ers, sports personalities and finan
cial experts - and this year is no 
exception. Jim Hummel, former 
Channel 6 investigative reporter 
and now host of The Hummel 
Report, will provide some insight 
into what's happening in Rhode 
Island." 

Lamchick said his committee 
has developed special incentives 
for prospective members who 

Jim Hummel 

complete applications and even
tually are initiated. In addition, 
current members who sponsor 
prospective members that evening 
will earn special rewards. The 
open house programs tradition
ally have brought in more new 
members each year, Lamchick 
said. 

1he meeting will be held at Touro's 
headquarters, 45 Rolfe Square, in 
Cranston. A KFC ("Kosher Fresh 
Chicken "} dinner will be served. 
As space is limited, reservations are 
required for the free e-pent; call Touro 
at 785-0066. 

Visit tourofraternal.org for more 
information about Touro Fraternal 
Associati'on. 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE 

Sunclay, May 1 

Program begins at 9:30 a.m. 

For families with children in grades K- 7 

interested in experiencing a stellar 

Jewish education . 

Non-members of the Temple are welcome. 

For more information and to RSVP, 

contact Miriam Abrams-Stark, 

Director of Congregational Learning, 

401 331-1616, ext.14, or miriam@teprov.org 

JEWISH EDUCATION 

See how we can give your child the ultimate gift. 

• Temple Emanu-EI 
99 Taft Avenue • Providence, RI 02906 



COMMUNITY 
ALLIANCE restructures to fulfill its mission 

From Page 1 

delivery of programs and services 
to our constituents. In order to 
stay within budget, and as part 
of a larger restructuring that 
occurred as a result of the merger 
of the Jewish Federation of Rhode 
Island, the Bureau of Jewish Edu
cation and the Jewish Commu
nity Center, we reorganized our 
personnel team. 

"On Monday, April 11, in order 
to achieve financial stability, we 
reduced our staff by 11 positions, 
approximately 14 percent of our 
workforce . 

"Reducing personnel is always a 
painful and difficult process. The 
decision to take that step came 
after lengthy study and an inter
nal evaluation, consultations and 
conversations with outside human 
resources and professional advi
sors, and also after careful and 
considerate decision-making by 
senior Alliance staff, in consulta
tion with Richard Licht, the Alli
ance's chair, Sharon Gaines, the 
vice chair for financial resources, 
and Larry Hershoff, treasurer. 

"W e implemented the restruc
turing with great kavod, respect, 
and with as little disruption as 
possible. Each employee will be 
provided with a separation pack
age, including an opportunity to 
continue applicable benefits and 
an employee assistance program. 
The Alliance deeply values the 
dedication and contributions of 
those who will no longer be part 
of our employee family, and our 
hearts go out to them. We wish 
them only the best as they seek 
future employment opportunities. 

"By engaging in this restructur
ing, we have positioned the Alli
ance to streamline our program 
delivery, while at the same time 
avoiding duplication of efforts 
and simplifying reporting lines to 

make the most efficient use of our 
assets and resources. 

"I am certain you join me in 
expressing sincere appreciation 
to all our staff for their hard work 
and commitment. We are sad
dened by the economic necessity 
of these steps, but confident that 
the new structure will put us in a 
better position to handle the chal
lenges and opportunities ahead 
and give our community members 
and agency partners the service 
they deserve. 

"Joining together, we can better 
fulfill our mission to support and 
build a vibrant Jewish life locally, 
nationally and globally. I welcome 
your comments at mellison@sha
lomri.org." 

Since Monday, many com
munity members have forcefully 
and swiftly offered thei r opin
ions about both the decision to 
lay off staff and the manner in 
which it was done. Ellison has 
talked with dozens of individu
als, both face-to-face and on the 
phone, and she continues to be 
accessible to people who wish to 
voice either their support for the 
Alliance's business-d riven deci
sion, difficult as it was, or their 
animus and anger. She has heard 
from community members with 
views across the board - some in 
support, others in condemnation . 
No matter what people think of 
the Alliance's decision, sadness is 
the universal emotion - sad that 
the decision had to be made, sad 
to part with the former employees 
and sad that economic challenges 
drove the decision. 

Recognizing the sadness so 
many in the community feel, 
Richard Licht, chairman of 
the Alliance board, succinctly 
explained the rationale. 

"Our senior staff at the Alliance 
acted prudently and professionally 

Quality Fruitland 

Bringing you the Best 
and the Freshest for over 50 years! 

From Israel, Jaffa sweet 
& juicy Clementines. 

Fresh Floral Centerpieces 
and Bouquets. 

Flowers for any occasion. 

Open 7 days 
1487 Fall River Avenue (Rte 6) • Seekonk, MA 

508-336-9111 

to ensure that the Alliance would 
continue to fulfill its mission, that 
the excellent programs and ser
vices delivered by or through the 
Alliance would reach their users; 
and that the Alliance would be 
in a stronger, healthier and more 
proactive position to meet the 
challenges of the future." 

After the April 11 meet
ing of the board of directors of 
the Jewish Alliance of Greater 
Rhode Island, Rob Stolzman, an 
attorney in private practice who 
serves on the board, said, "I think 
it is fair to say that the Alliance 
has three (sometimes overlap
ping) constituencies. [They are] 
members of our community who 
receive services directly from 
programs or facilities managed 
by the Alliance; members of our 
community who receive services 
from partner agencies/synagogue 
programs funded by the Alliance; 
and donors to the Alliance who 
wish to see our Jewish commu
nity benefitted more effectively by 
their contributions." 

These staff changes, said Stolz
man, "were part of the inevitable 
restructuring that is occurring 
in our community as all three 
constituencies strive to better 
align and enhance the services 
needed by our community with 
the resources available to provide 
those services. Restructuring is 
necessary to implement more 
efficient and cost-effective means 
of delivering services in order to 
enhance the impact of the funds 
utilized by our community." 

With respect to the search for 
a new president of the Alliance, 
there is no news to report as of 
press time. While the Alliance 
hopes to make an announcement 
shortly in this regard, Licht said 
that it is premature to do so now. 

JEFFREY 8. PINE, PC 
Attorneys at Law 

• Personallnjury/Serious Accidents 
• Civil and Business Litigation 
• Divorce/Family Law 
• Probate/Estate Planning 
• Real Estate 

Attorneys 
)EFFREY B.P1NE 

BRIAN G. GOLO!ffEIN 

321 South Main St . • Suite 302 
Providence, RI · 401.35 1.8200 

Summit Pla,.a • 231 Old Tower Rd. 
Wakefield, RI• 401.788.9100 

www.pinelaw.com 
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• Vis it Mini Israel in Tel Avr. 
• A morning boat ride on the Sea of Galilee 
• Enjoy a dip in lhe waters of the Dead Sea 
• Take a thrilling cable-car ride up to the awe

inspiring fortress of Masada 
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• In Jerusalem visit the Jewish sites of King 
David's Tomb, lhe Western Wall , Yad Vashem 
(Holocaust Museum) and the Shrine of the Book 

• Friday night Shabbat Dinner al the holel 
• Special Oriental Dinner at a local restaurant in 

Jerusalem 
• 7 Buffet Breakfasts and 2 special-menu Dinners, 

or Buffets 
s2112pp 

Airfare not included 

Get 5% off H vou reserve before lct1ber 1st! 
INSIGHT VACATIONS 

Fully hosted and escorted by Cruise Brothers' 
Travel Specialist, Bob Zuckerman 

For more information or to 
reserve your Tour, contact 

Bob Zuckerman 

800.821.1119 eKf, 4644 

~ INTEREST ~ 
~ FREE LOANS ~ 

We loan money 
NO INTEREST OR FEES CHARGED 
WE ARE HERE TO HELP YOU 

Rhode Island residents if you are having problems 

LOANS UP TO $2,400 
For medical and dental bills, heating and electric bills, 

home and car repairs, etc. 

LOANS UP TO $3,600 
For schooling and educational purposes 

THE HEBREW FREE LOAN 
ASSOCIATION OF PROVIDENCE 

(Gemilath Chesed) 

Contact us at: 401-33 1-3081 
or www.hflprovidence.org 

JOIN US, BECOME A MEMBER! 

11'11 

~edgemo11t 
COUNTRY CLUB --------------

2011 Seasonal Pool I Tennis 
Membership - $1,500 Per family! 

Memorial Day thru Labor Day 
Includes Swimming and Tennis Facilities, 

Pool Side Snack Bar and much more! 
Inquire today! 508-761 -6600 

www. ledgemontcc.com 
"Golf Membership Inquiries Welcome" 
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Tune In. Be Inspired. Get Solutions. 

Turn obstaclts into 
opporru11ities: 

(@ 
Patricia Raskin's 

positive living 
.·<)~~i1~;~;ui:,;~·.;,u;~~~;. .. ·. •. ·.·:. ·. 

Patricia Raskin's Positive Living 
WPRO 630AM, 99.?FM & 
www.630wpro.com 
Sundays 12 noon to 2:00pm 

Positive Business 
WPRV 790AM & www.790business.com 
Fridays 3:00pm-5:00pm 

Nationally: 

Patricia Raskin 's Positive Living 
www.voiceamerica.com Mondays 2pm 
www.blogtalkradio.com on demand Bring Patricia 

Raskin, the Ultimate 
Positi ve Speaker, t• 

your group or 
business function! ~P, 

www.patriclaraskln.com 
patricia@patriciaraskin.com (1 

A d1v1s1on of Amencan Wallpaper & Design • 44 Troy St fall River, MA 02720 
800-672-3751 • www amwall com • Leah and Kenn Hersh 

I nvesring in the Library ra ther d,an a bank can yield 
bcrtcr benefits for )'OU while also allowing you 

to en.rich the lives o f orhcrs for generations. 

/ To learn more about a charitable annuity, 
call 401.455.8003 or visit www.provlib.org. 

D'VAR TORAH/COMMUNITY 
D'vAR ToRAH 

The many dangers of scapegoating 
Shabbat H a-Gadol 

LEVITICUS 16:1 - 18:30 
Parashat Aharey Mot 

BY RABBI MARC ] AGOLJNZER 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

SCAPEGOATS ARE a 
fact of political and social 
life; they're equally present 
in personal life. A scape

goat is an individual or a group 
who is assigned the blame for the 
misfortunes or failings of another. 
Through no fault of one's own, a 
scapegoat is made to bear blame for 
what is beyond one's own sphere of 
action or influence. 

We can all identify the use of 
scapegoats in the past and we hear 
of potential scapegoats as we listen 
to or read the news. Jews have often 
been singled out as scapegoats. 
Age-old hostilities rise to the sur
face to provide a simple answer, an 
all too simplified answer to com
plicated situations. Populations, 
like individuals, tend to feel that 
if they can blame someone life is 
made that much easier. 

Scapegoating is both therapeutic 
and highly dangerous. The term 
itself comes from the Torah por
tion, Aharey Mot in Leviticus 16 
that outlines the ancient rite of 
Yqm Kippur. A part of the ritual 
for that day has to do with two 
goats, one of them elected to serve 
as a sacrificial offering while the 
other was sent out to the wilder-

ness bearing, at least symbolically, 
the sins and impurities of the camp 
and the Tabernacle. The latter 
goat is the source of the expres
sion, "scapegoat." The descrip
tion of that rite, the oldest of the 
many layers of meaning and ritual 
that make up Yorn Kippur as it 
emerged in historical Judaism, has 
much more in common with simi
lar practices in other ancient Near 
Eastern religions. 

"Not scapegoating, 
but responsibi1ity 

is the real message 
voiced in the 

biblical account of 
that ancient rite 

which is found in 
our own observance 

of Yorn Kippur." 

Reading the account of the 
atonement rite in the Torah, we 
note that Aaron, the priest, placed 
his hands upon the head of the 
goat as he confessed the iniqui
ties and wrongdoings of the people 
Israel. These sins were then placed 
upon the goat's head and the 
animal was sent out into the wil
derness. Paradoxically the word 

LEAH KOENIG gestures 
during her cooking 
demonstration at 
Brown RISO Hillel 
on the evening of 
Thursday, April 7. 
The event, where she 
cooked and sold copies 
of her new cookbook, 
"The Hadassah 
Everyday Cookbook," 
was sponsored by 
several community 

'1!1L.,:t,.__~ .... ==a::~=~~~~.,...::.J organizations. 

TACEO 

vehif'llada, "and he confessed," 
(Leviticus 16:21) a single word in 
the H ebrew text, seems to negate 
the entire sense of scapegoat
ing which has taken its name and 
symbol from this chapter, for a 
confession is an acknowledgement 
of one's wrong, a recognition of 
misdeeds. It is acknowledging that 
the source of failure is not some
one out there, but rather is located 
within oneself and one's deeds. 
The biblical "scapegoat" described 
in this chapter is really no scape
goat at all in the popular under
standing of this word . What this 
one word transmits is that there is 
no magic in erasing transgressions, 
no shortcut to avoid or circumvent 
one's responsibility. Atonement, 
rather, requires an admission of 
one's failings and one's misdeeds. 
The single word vehitvada is a key 
to the meaning that Yorn Kippur 
acquired down through the years. 
In that word the Torah alludes to 
the need for a clear sense of respon
sibility, the kind of responsibility 
that is part of emotional maturity. 
Not scapegoating, but responsibil
ity is the real message voiced in the 
biblical account of that ancient rite 
which is found in our own obser
vance of Yorn Kippur. 

Rabbi Marc S. Jagolinzer, the 
rabbi at Temple Shalom in Middle
town, is a past president and current 
member of the Rhod~ Island Board 
of Rabbis. Contact him at rabjag@ 
earth/ink.net. 

Email alert: 
New addresses 

for Alliance 
employees 

As part of the Alliance 
consolidation of Fed
eration, JCC and BJE, all 
email addresses now 
end with @shalomri.org. 
Emails to former email 
extensions will still be 
delivered, but everyone 
is encouraged to use the 
new address. 

(taking care of each other) 

=~JORi,totally yours. 
Worden's Pond • Wakefield, Rhode Island 

website: www.campjori.com • E-mail: ronni@campjori.com 
Call Camp Director Ronni Guttin at 401 -463-3170 

wwwjvhri.org 



COMMUNITY 

RESTRAINT begins with a trivial step 
From Page 3 insidious inch, the disparity widens 

Labinger said, "It is always diffi- into an abyss. 
cult to be that one person who steps "The Constitution of the United 
forward to challenge an exclusion- States and the Bill of Rights protect 
ary practice or message and face the each one of us. The issue has been 
majority response - your objection decided by the Supreme Court 
is 'ruining it for the rest of of the United 
us.' ... It takes an ---~-----::-:--- States. If Cran-

ex tra ordinary ''£T£RMN~ ston has limited 
amount of cover- IL,. resources, than 
age for a young VIG15 ..... E let it use them for 
person such as Jes- I U Of the purpose for 
sica to come for- pRIC£ , which they are 
ward, in the face • 11B£RT'Y■' intended - edu-
of often heated and .. ting the 
angry rhetoric, and _.11 municipality's 
to demand that her ~ youth - not 
rights be protected, ------::11<:::•~n<Y .,.,,h cl e f e n cl i n g 
and she deserves the 1 ---- • CLU 0 flice the uncon-
community's respect A poster ,n the A st it u ti on a 1 
for doing so." display of the 

At an Aug. 16 C r a n s - prayer of one segment of its popu
ton School Committee hearing lation. What message do the gov
on the prayer, Rabbi Amy Levin erning officials of Cranston send to 
of Temple Torat Yisrael spoke in its citizens when they brazenly and 
opposition to the prayer. Lauding flagrantly decide which laws apply 
the prayer's stated values - "I would to them? Is that the lesson in civics 
be gratified if every teenager in my they should be teaching? 
congregation carried within him 
or herself the conviction that their 
physical, mental and moral devel
opment, their aspirations to kind
ness, helpfulness, integrity, good 
sportsmanship and friendship were 
blessings to be sought from God" -
she was clear in her opposition to 
the prayer's posting in the school. 
"With its explicit reference to God 
(I am not familiar with any other 
understanding of the term 'heavenly 
father'), it is disingenuous to posit 
that no religious message is being 
conveyed to the Cranston West 
student body. I am not comfort
able with this discussion, passively 
or actively, taking place within our 
town's secular school system." 

The Jewish Voice &Herald asked 
two lawyers to comment on the 
pending litigation. 

Susan Leach DeBlasio, a part
ner with Adler, Pollock and Shee
han, P.C., and the vice chair of the 
Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode 
Island, emailed these comments. 

"All discrimination and restraint 
begins with a 'trivial' step, and 
incrementally, over time, inch by 

"Knowing l'm right 
makes it easier. 

The hate has been 
cance11ed out by 
encouragement." 

"The fact that so many students 
and their families were silent over 
the years only demonstrates that 
those who were uncomfortable with 
the banner did not feel sufficiently 
safe or secure in that environment 
to voice publicly their concern." 

Sam Zurier, a lawyer in Oli
verio & Marcaccio LLP and a 
Providence City Council member, 
offered these comments. "I suspect 
the ACLU has a good shot in the 
courts (based on a Kentucky case 
involving Ten Commandments 
tablets). This does not change my 
view that it is not a productive use 
oflegal or financial resources. Even 
though both sides have 'volunteer' 

attorneys, the ACLU's standard 
practice is to collect 'market rate' 
attorney's fees from the losing side if 
the ACLU wins its case ... when it is 
over, either we will find out that the 
inscription was permitted after all 
or Cranston will be required to pay 
a legal bill to the ACLU that could 
go well into six figures depending 
on how far this case goes through 
the legal system. This money will be 
diverted from programs that could 
be helping children. 

"I think there is a more construc
tive way to deal with the church and 
state issues raised by this case. For 
example, the school could hold an 
assembly to discuss Rhode Island's 
rich history of religious freedom 
and the value of religious diver
sity in the State ... and include the 
importance of tolerance of Islam 
and other religions outside the 
Judaeo-Christian tradition. (Alter
natively, you could integrate these 
lessons into the school's standard 
curriculum.) Such a program 
would enrich the children's educa
tion, allow us to see the inscription 
in its historical context and permit 
us to avoid a costly litigation." 

The ACLU lawsuit seeks a pre
liminary and permanent injunction 
from further display of the prayer 
m1J!Mead other comments from Voice 
& Herald readers, v isit us on Face
book. 

School Prayer 
Our Heavenly Father, 
Grant us each day the desire to 
do our best, 
To grow mentally and morally 
as well as physically, 
To be kind and helpful to our 
classmates and teachers, 
To be honest with ourselves as 
well as with others, 
Help us to be good sports and 
smile when we lose as well as 
when we win, 
Teach us the value of true 
friendship. 
Help us always to conduct 
ourselves so as to bring credit to 
Cranston High School West. 
Amen 

wwwjvhri.org 
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www.BonnieSellsHouses.com 

#I Coldwell Banker 
Residential Brokerage Agent in 

RJ for 2006, 2008, 2009 and 2010 

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE 

Bonnie Kaplan 
401-374-4488 

Looking for better heating oil prices? 

Look no further. 
> Lower heating oil prices to fit your lifestyle and budget 
> Convenient automatic delivery 
> Service plan option available 

Call today to find out about our special offers! 

D:BLOIS 
OIL COMPANY 

401.351.HEAT( 4328) 
'Additional terms & COl'l(fJtlons may apply. Uc.No. RI POL #53. 02010 Deblois. 2_10160 

• Stagecoach House Inn • 

.. . a Romcmtic S.: Cozy Inn on th<' u·ood l?it·er 

• Private Bath with Jacuzzi Tub • Deluxe Continental Breakfast 

• Cable with HBO, free W1Fi • Deck with River View 

On Site: Massage Therapist. Fishing. Kayaking. Canoeing 

• Minutes to Foxwoods. Newport. Beaches and URI 

8 Golf Courses within 5 miles! 

1136 Main Street (Route 138) Wyoming (Richmond) R.I. 
Exit 3-B off 1-95 

www. sta ecoachhouse.com 1-888-814-9600 
Riverview Room only $119.00 with this ad • Expires 8/31/11 

Visit our Web site: 
www.jvhri.org 
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The Freedman family Haggadah 

2 locations: 
3480 Post Road, Warwick • 401-739-0393 
212 Fourth St., Providence • 401-274-5300 

www.bikeRl.com 
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A family's history is 
told through 
the holiday 

B Y CARYL FR EEDMAN 

Special to 1he Voice & H erald 

WARWICK - Early in 2005, I 
began thinking about compiling a 
very special Haggadah to be used 
by our family; traditional Hag
gadahs just didn't fit our family. 
I wanted a H aggadah that would 
refl ect us, one we could update 
to reflect the inevitable an nual 
changes . Slowly, the idea took 
shape, but the task seemed over
whelming. 

"Jews run the 
gamut from ultra
Orthodox Hasidim 

to very libera I 
secular Jews. We 
espouse Jewish 

religious pluralism." 

In 2008, the project took on 
greater urgency as a it became 
clear that a close family friend 
who was gravely ill would be cel
ebrating his final Seder. As Jewish 
tradition and Passover were very 
important to him, we hosted his 
Seder at our home for his friends 
and family, not ours. Our friend 

n,1'"" 7N1v, I J A Zissen Pesah! 
TEMPLE TORAT YISRAEL 

Our Torat Yisrael Family wishes you and those 
you love a sweet and inspiring Passover. 

Engaging, inclusive, joyous Conservative Judaism 
on Rhode Island's ~est Bay 

Pre-school through Th grade programs in East Greenwich 
Membership and program information at: www.toratyisrael.org 

330 Park Avenue, Cranston, RI I 401-785-1800 I welcome@toratyisrael.org 

wwwjvhri.org 

presided at the head of our table, 
his table. I spent hours compiling 
our H aggadah and dedicated it to 
our friend. It is not an original 
document, but one that reflects 
those who were sitting around 
that table in 2008 and who we are 
today in 2011. 

Thus, a new Freedman family 
tradition was born. 
Updated every year 

are also with the many American 
sons and daughters risking their 
lives in Iraq and Afghanistan -
we hope they will return home 
soon, their mission completed. 

This year, we will remember the 
harrowing natural devastation of 
Japan and the poor souls whose 
lives have been mercilessly torn 

to reflect world and 
fam ily changes, the 
H aggadah is dedicated 
to one or two indi-

The Freedman 
Contemporary & Very Modern 

Passover Haggadah 

viduals significant to 
Ap,;, 19-26. 2011 (5771) 

First Seder Monday, April 18 
us. Two weeks before 
Passover, we e-mail 
it to nearly everyone 

1"'"-,_,,."-"'> ___ ttC..,P- -- ,._.,_ __ .., ,_....,ond - ----· ---·--
w~ know, both Jewish 
and genti le. The Hag-
gadah, reprinted each 
year, includes the 
names of everyone withaoorange ■nd•r,•rticholle 

who attends the Seder; 
everyone takes a copy 
home. It is passed 

2011 DED I CATION TO TttE MEMORY OF MY PARENTS 
BETTY BROWN passed 2/ 10/09 

along to friends of 
friends, and friends of 
relatives, and relatives 
of friends, from Rhode 
Island to Califo rnia. Our Hagga
dah may contain inaccuracies, but 
it is presented from the hea rt. 

At every Seder, we remem
ber and honor certain individu
als. We remember those who 
attended past Seders and who 
are now gone, particularly those 
individuals whose absence is still 
fresh and painful. The memorial 
light we have added to our Seder 
table represents ou r remembrance. 
We think also about the events of 
9/11, the many lives sacrificed 
there and the many known and 
unknown acts of heroism. We 
light the memorial candle and 
observe a moment of silence for 
all those people. Our thoughts 

SYDN EY HROWN µassed 8 /27 / LO 

apart. We pray for a kinder, gen
tler world and nation... for cool 
heads and compassionate hearts ... 
for open minds ... and for toler
ance. May the year ahead bring 
joy, love and fulfillment to us all. 
May we all live in peace. 

Our Seder plate also includes an 
orange - and for the second year, 
an artichoke. The orange repre
sents the acceptance of women 
into leadersh ip roles and full 
empowerment in Judaism. There 
was a comment made at a service 
once: "Women on the bimah are 
like an orange on the Seder plate." 
Our Jewish observance has added 
an orange to the traditional sym-

FREEDMAN, Page 21 

HAPPY 
PASSOVER! 

EDITH H. AJELLO 
REPRESENTATIVE. DISTRICT 3 

Paid for by the Committee to Elect Edith H Ajello 
Jenmfer Kiddie, Treasurer 
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FREEDMAN family Haggadah is an ever-evolving record of history 
From Page 20 

bols for the holiday. 
But why an artichoke? 
An artichoke, with its many 

petals, thistle and heart, has come 
to represent the Jewish people. 
First of all, we are very diverse 
in our petals. Jews run the gamut 
from ultra-Orthodox Hasidim 
to very liberal secular Jews. We 
espouse Jewish religious pluralism. 
We are Reform, Reconstructionist, 
H umanist, Orthodox, Traditional, 
Modern Orthodox, Haredi, Con
servative, Renewal, Karaite and, 
of course, post-denominational. 
We are social-justice activists and 

soldiers; we are Israelis and Jews 
of the diaspora . We are young, 
old, single, married, divorced, 
widowed, parents, childless, gay 
or straight. Many are vegetarian 
or vegan, while others swear by 
Hebrew National. Our skin may 
be as white as a Scandinavian's 
or as black as an Ethiopian's, and 
we now welcome many Chinese, 
Korean, Russian and Latin Ameri
can adoptees; children from every 
nation grace our homes. Lately we 
have added another category, that 
of interfaith. 

Let this artichoke on the Seder 
plate stand for the wisdom of 

From left, Laura Isaacs, Jennifer Arndt, laura Kahn Lobosco and 
Amanda Dropkin at Temple Beth-El's women's seder. The seder, 
which some 125 women attended, was held on Tuesday, April 5. 

ET en,pbJfnv 0aoid 
Cf/Jis/ze& C50€/:!fh/W 

Temple Am David 
40 Gardiner Street 

Warwick, Rhode Island 02888 
401 -463-7944 

www.templeamdavid.org 

God's creation in enabling the 
Jewish people to absorb many ele
ments and cultures throughout 
the centuries - yet still remaining 
Jewish. Let the thistles protecting 
our hearts soften, so that we may 
notice the petals around us. 

I am putting the finishing 
touches on our family's contem
porary and very modern Passover 
Haggadah for 2011/5771 and 
present it with love and affection. 

Caryl S. Freedman is a resident 
of Warwick. Contact her at Cfreed
man@cox.net. If you request it, she 
will email you a a,py of their Hag
gadah. 

Senator Jack Reed 
Wis6;ng You & Yours 
A HaPPJJ Passover 

Paid for by the Reed Committee 

OUR BEST WISHES FDR A 
HAPP Y Z:X PASSOVER 

g/,e f7lhode .9s/wul 
f ewish !7l2stmvcal J/.ssocta ,tion 

' 1 I 30 Sessions Street • Providence, RI 
401 - 331 - 1360 
www.rijha .org 

[ Happy Passover J 
Authorized 

~,Dealer 
.J(1 .,_-

Heating & Air Conditioning Specialists 

wwwjvhri.org 

PROVIDENCE, RI 
401-351-1600 

1-800-244-1252 
RI LICENSE - 2470 

MASS. LICENSE -14421 
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Temple Emanu-EI 

Happy Passover 
Temple Emanu-El 

A Conservative Congregation that is anythi ng but. . . 
99 Taft Ave. Providence RJ 02906 ( 40 I) 33 1-1616 

www. teprov.org 

THE SECRETS 
TO OUR 
LONGEVITY ... 

Good old-fashioned compassionate caring 

to our 
re:, 
-m 
ffl 

The continual pursuit of excellence & innovation C 
Experienced, loyal staff in every department. 

A committed, involved Board of Directors --1 
Generous supporters -c 

11 I ■ I~ ■ I 
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Assisted Living Residence • Skilled Nursing Home • Rehabilitation Services 

75 East St • Providence • 272.5280 • www.Tockwotton.org 

PASSOVER 
Hametz in the family 

Preparing/or Pesach 
requires more than 
cleaning the kitchen 
For whoever eats hametz, that soul 

shall be cut off from Israel (Exodus, 
12:15}. 

Bv ELLEN B. Sucov, PH.D. 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald THE TERM hametz 
refers to specific grains 
that are fermented or 
leavened, as well as 

any substance that can cause fer
mentation. According to Jewish 
law and tradition, eating or even 
owning hametz during Passover 
is forbidden. This concept can be 
used as a metaphor to focus on 
other elements in ou r lives that 
should be removed before Pesach. 

During this period of strenu
ous preparation for the holiday, 
it is worthwhile to pay attention 
to those aspects in our family 
relationships that may be seen as 
hametz - things to be discarded, 
sealed away or otherwise made 
"kosher for Pesach." Since "four" is 
a significant number in the Seder 
(four questions, four children, 
four cups of wine), let us address 
four areas of potential tension and 
conflict in our family relation
ships, and then discuss ways to 

manage, minimize or transform 
the unhealthy elements. 

• Conflicts between husband 
and wife. 

Removing crumbs from the 
cupboard and discarding left
over kugel from the refrigerator 
is not enough when preparing fo r 
Pesach. 

Take a careful look at your 
marital relationship and consider 
how it can become more mean-

ingful, more mutually supportive. 
Each day, plan a time when you 
will speak directly and honestly 
with your partner about what 
really matters to him or her. Try 
to respond more kindly when ten
sions erupt. Review how to offer 
and accept a sincere apology when 

is not something 
we do for OTHER PEOP 

We do it for OURSEL Y1:S 
-to GIT WELL and 

MOVE ON. 

one of you has allowed anger to 
flare or when your irritation has 
overcome your good intentions. 

Consider what you would say 
now if you were to renew your 
marriage vows. Write a new ketub
bah, marriage contract, together. 

• Alienation between parents 
and their adolescent or adult 
children. 

"Get out of my house!" 
"Why won't you speak to me?!" 

"You don't know how to love me!" 
Have any of these hurtful 

phrases been directed at you by 
your mother or father? Or by 
your son or daughter? Have you 
ever spoken words like these to 
a person in your family? If your 
answer is "yes," consider other, 
better ways to understand and 
respond to these situations. When 
conflicts erupt in a family, the 
anger and resentment can simmer 
for a long time. It takes strength 
and determination to re-open an 
old wound or to approach a person 
who has rejected you. 

Here's wishing you 
and your family, joy, peace, 

and prosperity 
throughout the year. 
Happy Passover! 

r~ 
Member of Congress 

Paid for amt autt,onz.ed by Langevin fof Coogress 

wwwjvhri.org 

During the weeks before 
Pesach, take stock of your feel
ings and try to consider new ways 
to understand the situation. Be 
mindful of the other person's 
position and try to be more sym
pathetic to the differences that 
have come between you. It is 
worthwhile to attempt to commu
nicate with an estranged relative, 
even if he or she doesn't respond 
positively to your efforts. When 
you sit down at the Seder table, 
you can rejoice in the knowledge 
that you made a sincere effort to 
remove the hametz from your 
family life. 

• Hostility between siblings. 
The connection between sib

lings is one of the most endur
ing and vulnerable of all human 
relationships. Siblings can express 
great love, admiration and sup
port for each other as well as 
fierce competition and vicious 
hatred. The period leading to 
Pesach offers an opportunity to 
review old animosities and begin 
to create new modes of relating. 

If you r siblings will be gathering 
for the holiday, you might use the 
occasion to recall positive shared 
memories and honor their accom
plishments. If ani mosities keep 
you apart, you can still work to 
remove some of the hametz from 
your attitude. Take the time to 
think about the positive as well as 
the negative aspects of your family 

"Consider what you 
wou1d say now if 

you were to renew 
your marriage 

vows. Write a new 
ketubbah together." 

life. Make a list of past grievances 
and accusations and place it in 
a sealed container. Sometime 
after the holiday, you may wish 
to review your list. Hopefully, 
you will come to some new con
clusions about how each nega
tive point could be transformed 
into a healthier, more construc
tive way of relating to your sister 
or brother. Perhaps by next year, 
you will be in a stronger position 
to remove the hametz and heal a 
broken connection. 

• Anger and rejection in fami
lies with special situations such as 
divorce, second marriage, inter
marriage or other choices that 
may be experienced as sources of 
conflict and estrangement. 

An esteemed university pro
fessor, divorced and the mother 
of five adult children, describes 
her frustration and misery when, 
for the third consecutive year, all 
her children chose to celebrate 
the Passover Seder with their 
father, leaving her alone. A wid-

HEALING, Page 30 
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JOIN 
HOME & HOSPICE CARE 

RHODE IS ND 
E CELEBRATE 

''THE S EET LIFE'' 
Saturday, ~ay 7, -20"1"1 

A fundra.iser to support the exceptional ca.re 
offered by Home & Hospice Ca.re of Rhode Island 

Providence, Rhode Island 

Festivities begin at: 8 p.m. 

Bring your passion, laughter and lust t'or lit'e and 
enjoy a memorable ev-ening you won't t'orget, with 

delectable t'ood and cocktails catered by CAFE NUOVO, 
and entertainment by New England's premier 

entertainment band, MANHATTAN TOUCH . 

Your attendance and support 
ot' this event will provide 
CRITICAL FUNDS to ensure that 
every Rhode Islander t'acing 

a serious illness receives the 
COMPASSIONATE CARE 

wwwjvhri.org 

they deserve. 

TICKETS: 
$60 PER PERSON 
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A few new Passover Haggadahs 
An old favorite 
gets a facelift 

By Sue Fishkoff 

SAN FRANCISCO OTA) 
Nearing its 80th birthday, perhaps 
it was time the most printed Pass
over Haggadah in history had a 
major facelift. 

The Maxwell House Passover 
H aggadah, which has had more 
than 50 million copies publi'shed, 
hits the shelves - and supermarkets 
- this spring featuring its first new 
English translation since 1934, the 
year it was originally printed. 

Banished are the awkward "thee" 
and "thou," replaced by the more 
conversational "you." The Eternal 
One no longer "delivereth" but 
"delivers," and Seder participants 
are not invited to "eat thereof ' but 
simply to eat. 

While American Jews of the 
early 20th century might have 
accepted the original, archaic lan
guage, "it makes the Haggadah 
more clumsy for contemporary 
readers," said Elie Rosenfeld, the 
chief executive officer of Joseph 
Jacobs Advertising. The firm has 
represented Maxwell House from 
the beginning and spearheaded the 
new translation, which took nearly 
a year to complete. 

''We wanted to make sure every
one who uses it feels comfortable 
with it," Rosenfeld said. 

That meant political as well as 
linguistic changes. The Higher 
Power in this H aggadah isn't a H e, 
Lord or King, but is referred to by 
the gender-neutral monikers God, 
the Eternal and Monarch of the 
Universe. 

The impetus for the new trans
lation was not to address gender 
issues, but to retell the old tale in 
contemporary language. Still, using 
gender-neutral language for God 
is indicated by modern theological 
understanding, Rosenfeld says. 

"The fact of the matter is, God 
doesn't have a gender," he said. 

The original Maxwell H ouse 
Haggadah was created as a market
ing tool to promote the company's 
coffee, which was certified kosher 

in 1923. There had been contro
versy for years over whether coffee 
beans were legumes, and thus for-

"The Jews don't 
erl~ up in Boca 
[R\ ton] ; they 

still get to the 
Promised Land." 

bidden for Passover according to 
Ashkenazic norms, or whether they 
were in fact a berry - a fruit - and 
therefore permitted. 

Marketing whiz Joseph Jacobs, 
founder of the ad agency, got 
Orthodox Rabbi H ersch Kohn to 
certify the coffee kosher for Pass
over. The publication 11 years later 
of the eponymous Haggadah, still 
distributed free in supermarkets 
with the purchase of the coffee, 
cemented the dominance of Max
well House and its Haggadah at 
American seder tables ever since. 

Over the years, the cover 
design has changed, from the 
original bronze through various 
blue-and-white versions to this 
nfwest iteration, which features a 
Yemenite-style silver Kiddush cup. 
/ The inside illustrations are more 
/subtly rendered than in previous 

versions, but have not changed 
significantly, with one exception: 
Instead of a young boy, a little girl 

is pictured asking the Four 
Oliestions. 

The text is bigger to make it 
easier to read, and the layout 
is easier to navigate. But the 
story stays the same. 

"The Jews don't end up in 
Boca [Raton]; they still get to 
the Promised Land," 

Rosenfeld says. 
Another old-new Passover H ag

gadah out this year is a new edi
tion of the famous Szyk Haggadah 
featuring the magnificent illustra
tions of Polish-Jewish artist Arthur 
Szyk. Set for April publication, it 
has a newly commissioned English 
text written by Rabbi Byron Sher
win with Irvin Ungar. 

A refugee from Nazi Europe, 
Syzk embedded Eastern European 
H asidic imagery in his intricate 
and highly emotional rendition of 
the Exodus narrative, creating the 
original version of his Hagaddah 
in the mid-1930s. Jewish survival, 
which Szyk viewed as the pressing 
need of his age, also is the theme 
of his Haggadah: The illustration 
on page 26, for example, depicts 
empires that have tried to conquer 
the Jews, from the Assyrians to the 
Inquisition to Nazi Germany, with 

What if Moses had Facehook? 

SEVERAL PEOPLE sent 
me this link to a very funny 
online video that is per

fectly timed for Passover. Some 
people might not appreciate the 
humor of "Moses with Face-

book," but it made me laugh 
out loud. 

For those who want to 
check it out, visit www.aish. 
com/ h/ pes/mm / Passover_ 
Google_Exodus.html 

Best Wishes for a Happy Passover ,, 
I The Dickens Family of 

BELWING TURKEY FARM 
773 Taunton Avenue , Seekonk, MA • 508-336-9142 

wwwjvhri.org 

the two tablets of the Law astride 
them all, signifying the persever
ance, and ultimate triumph, of the 
Jewish people. 

"Szyk was an activist artist," said 
Ungar, a former pulpit rabbi and 
San Francisco Bay Area resident 
who is curator of the Arthur Szyk 
Society. "He believed the Jews 
of Europe needed to be rescued 
immediately, and he was going 
to do whatever he could to moti
vate the world community to take 
action." 

"A Passover H ag
gadah: Go Forth and 
Learn," by Rabbi David Silber with 
Rachel Furst, is being put out by 
the Jewish Publication Society. 

If the Szyk H aggadah is gor
geous, this new work by Silber and 
Furst is thought-provoking, deliv
ering new insights into the Seder 
themes as well as first-rate com
mentaries on the liturgy. 

Silber is an Orthodox Torah 

( 

Executive Director 

scholar and educator of wide 
reknown, the founder and dean 
of the Drisha Institute for Jewish 
Education on Manhattan's Upper 
West Side. He has been teaching 
these lessons for years, and here he 
puts them down on the page in a 
manner at once scholarly and acces
sible. 

Furst teaches at M atan, a wom
en's institute for Torah studies in 
Israel, and is pursuing a doctorate 
in medieval Jewish history at the 
Hebrew University in Jerusalem. 
This is a Seder to study and dis
cuss, but also to use - with the right 
crowd. 

Speaking of the right crowd, kids 
are the target audience for 

"Passover Hagga
dah in Another 
Dim e n s ion " 

by Michael 
Medina, with 

artwork (sculp-
tures and paint-

ings) by Emi Sfard 
and photograph by 

Eli Neeman. 
Published by Kip

pod3D, this Haggadah 
boasts 3-D illustrations 

and comes with a pair of 
3-D glasses that make the 

characters seemingly leap 
from the pages. Whoa, are 

those soldiers really drowning 
in the Red Sea? 
There's an English text, some 

Hebrew and transliterations of 
the main attractions - the plagues, 

the blessings, the favorite songs. But 
this is really all about the images, 
which might make some adults too 
queasy to tackle the gefilte fi sh. It's 
a gimmick, but a fun one. 

Proceeds will be donated to the 
children of Hayim Association, 
which raises money for pediatric 
cancer research in Israel. 

Temple Beth-El, a Reform Congregation, loCJted m Providence, RI with 900 plus member families seeks an 
experienced professional to succeed our Executive Director, who ts ret1nng after 16years of dedicated service. 

Temple Beth-El 1s lookmg for a"Mensch'· a people person; an"ambassador"who will ensure all temple 
members and prospects have positive interaaions with the Temple. 

Overview of Responsibilities 
Adm1nist@t1on of the temple's business/financial affairs; staff supervision; maintenance of pleasant and 
effective working relationships with clergy, senior staff, trus1ees and congregants: management of facilities, 
includmg cemetery faahtauon of fund-ramng event and campa1gns; log1st1cs and support for religious 
services and special events. 

Professional Skills and Experience 
• Minimum of 5 plus years semor-level managerial and operational experience 
• Bachelor's degree required; advanced degree a plus 
• Management experience m organizations with mil hon dollar plus budgets 
• Knowledge of financial and accounting matters 
• Budget involvement in both planning and implementmg 
. Working knowledge of and comfortable with current software and social media 
. Knowledge of Jewish ntuals, practices, holidays and customs 
• Experience managing a staff of diverse backgrounds and skill sets, particularly relating the fac1hty 

mamtenance, customer Sen'ice, and !heal matters 

Attributes 
. A good listener, High energy, Proven organizdtlonal skills, Responsible, Discreet, FleK1ble and adaptable, 
St,ong commitment to Jewish values 

TO APPLY: Email to searchcommi«ee@temple-beth-el.org 
1. A complete resume 
2. A letter describing your interest in Temple Beth·EI and whal assets you will bnng to lhe Temple. 
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Irresistible Passover pastries 

Who knew 
it was possible? 

Bv LINDA MoREL 

NEW YORK OTA) - With all 
the restrictions, are decent desserts 
even possible during Passover? 

"My particular talent is work
ing around restriction," says Paula 
Shoyer, author of "The Kosher 
Baker: Over 160 Dairy-free Reci
pes from Traditional to Trendy," 
published by Brandeis University 
Press, 2010. 

Amaretto cookies 

Her cookbook contains a chapter 
on Passover baking, as well as many 
sensational recipes without flour or 
yeast - Passover taboos. Flourless 
chocolate cake, marble chocolate 
matzah and mocha matzah are 
some of the book's gems. 

Shoyer, whose magical touch is 
without peer in the Passover des-

sert genre, calls them "my gift to 
the Jewish people." 

More than anything, Shoyer 
wants the eye rolls to stop upon 
hearing the words pareve des
serts - pastries made without dairy 
products. She laments that kosher 
bakeries year after year for Pass
over offer the same dry brownies, 
sponge cakes, coconut macaroons 
and vanilla rolls with jam inside. 

Shoyer, of Chevy Chase, Md., 
asks, "Have you ever noticed that 
packaged Passover cookies and 
cakes start appearing in supermar
kets in February? With so many 
preservatives in them, they could 
survive a nuclear attack." 

During Passover, Shoyer bakes 
as much as possible, mostly for the 
sake of her children. 

"H ome-baked desserts are kind 
of a holiday bonus," she says. 

Using 28 dozen eggs during 
the holiday, mostly in pastries, 
Shoyer prepares plenty of chocolate 
chip hazelnut biscotti and choco
late brownie cookies for the kids' 
snacks. She also keeps a supply of 
her popular amaretto cookies on 
hand for visiting friends. 

Waxing poetic about the silky 
texture of her strawberry mousse, 
Shoyer confides that when she was 
growing up, her mother stuck to 
traditional dessert fare at Passover. 
She relied on Manischewitz mixes 
to make brownies, coffee cakes and 
sponge cakes. 

H er grandmother baked the 
perfect lemon sponge cake using a 
recipe straight from the Streit's box, 
then changed it so frequently over 
time that one couldn't recognize 

Kugels • Tzimmes • Haroset 

Chopped Liver 

Traditional Beef Brisket 

Braised Lamb Shanks 

Spring Vegetable Side Dishes 

Holiday Hazelnut Torte 

Matzoh Fudge Brownies 

Floral Centerpieces and more! 

ORDER 
ONLINE@ 

the airy but distinctly citrus result. 
With such natural talent, Shoy

er's grandmother once asked her, 
"Why go to school to learn how to 
bake?" 

Shoyer had started baking for fun 
during college. She brought back 
chocolate from a trip to Belgium 
in 1984 and began experimenting 
with it in recipes. 

During her 20s she moved to 
Geneva and landed a job at the 
United Nations. In Switzerland, 
she tasted some sensational desserts 
and decided to reinvent them as 
dairy-free without sacrificing their 
buttery flavor. 

Then in her 30s, while living in 
Paris, Shoyer received her pastry 
diploma from the Ritz Escoffier 
Ecole de Gastronomie Francaise. 
She returned to Chevy Chase, Md., 
and started Paula's Parisian Pastries 
Cooking School (www.paulaspas
try.com). With such a varied career, 
she found time to get married and 
raise four children - and revolu
tionize kosher baking. 

"I wouldn't eat a dessert that isn't 
worth the calories," Shoyer says. 

In "The Kosher Baker," Shoyer 
worried that the Passover chap
ter was too heavily weighted with 
chocolate pastries. 

"Can you have too much choco
late?" asked one of her friends. 

The following recipes are from 
"The Kosher Baker." All are pareve 
and kosher for Passover. 

Strawberry mousse 
Shoyer likes to serve this dessert 

in individual ramekins. You can 
also use wine or martini glasses. 

Main Street• 401-621-5990 

wwwjvhri.org 

Strawberry mousse 

Ingredients 

16 ounces fresh strawberries 
1 teaspoon rum or cognac 
2 teaspoons kosher for Passover 

confectioner's sugar (or confection
er's sugar after Passover ends) 

Juice of 1 lemon 
6 tablespoons sugar 
2 tablespoons unflavored kosher 

gelatin powder 
1 cup pareve whipping cream 

Method 

Remove the stems from the 
strawberries. Select 6 strawberries, 
slice thinly, and place in a small 
bowl with the rum and confection
er's sugar. Mix to combine and then 

place in the refrigerator. 
Cut the remaining strawberries 

in half and place in a blender or 
food processor fitted with a metal 
blade. Puree the strawberries com
pletely, scraping down the sides of 
the processor bowl or blender so 
that all the strawberry pieces are 
pureed. 

Place the strawberry puree in 
a small saucepan. Add the lemon 
juice and sugar and stir. Cook on 
medium-low heat for 5 minutes, 
stirring occasionally, until the sugar 
melts. Add the gelatin, whisk, and 
then remove from the heat. 

DESSERTS, Page 27 

The Best Dipped Fruit Period~ 
,,.~ ... .. ,,. 
;3-:C -

E=d,ble· 
AR RANG E:M E:NTS 

Pm,1d~ncx 
.,:,.;; \\,."-tmin:-t"1',: 

401-33 -2.NO 

~- \ttld)()f\\ 
t1 "N \\;ishingtoo Sl! Rt I l 

'.'ll$.~QQ-{,J JI 

\\Mfl.•n 
b fomcr ~tn,-,,:1 

401-.'.:):-:Q...~O~;tl 

10% off 
on your order when 

you mention this adr 

'Olf•,,-.liJonu!~tp,od,,ct> 
Cmnca ht combined v.th :iny 

othcroffmOfftreQdrm,;,ib! 
uaed • iltnp:>e1,ig1beorci,,, 

Cfftrt~re~.1301 1 
Code RIVS,)Jll 

Visit us online! 

Sweet Indulgence Platter"' 

Edihft>Arrangements.rom 
t11n.i,.'N~~~ft.Nt--\~11-U,\ 1rs-h~-<'i.1.1.lihlr CtMl~$~,-_ph 

IJ Find us on 
Facebook 

www.jvhri.org 



PASSOVER FOOD Jewish Voice 8{_,Herald 

DESSERTS for Passover are delectable 

April 15, 2011 PAGE 27 

From Page 26 

Strain into a medium bowl, 
pressing hard to get as much straw
berry puree through as possible, 
and place in the refrigerator for 20 
minutes, stirring twice during that 
time. 

In a large bowl with an electric 
mixer on high speed, whip the 
whipping cream until stiff. Remove 
the strawberry puree from the 
refrigerator and fold in the whipped 
cream in four parts. 

Scoop the mousse evenly into the 
ramekins and smooth the tops with 
the back of a spoon. Cover with 
plastic and place in the refrigerator 
for at 3 hours or overnight. 

M other's recipes 
survive, feed future 

Seder guests 
BY loA B OCHNER-BROWN 

Special to 1he Voice & H erald 

P:SSOVER AT OUR 
ouse was always an event. 
t not only involved our 
wn family at the table, 

but there were always invited guests 
- many of them not Jewish - to 
join us in sharing the festive foods. 
Anyone at my college who couldn't 
get home during the holiday was 
a guest at our home. Sometimes 
we had to squeeze in at the table, 
which easily seated 14 people, and 
set an additional card-table for the 
overflow. 

No one was left out of the holi
day meal. My mom, Celia, loved 
preparing special dishes that were 
served only at Pesach. She made 
enough to feed all the guests who 
were invited plus any who stopped 
by unexpectedly. She was amazing. 

Mom died in 1989. However, 
I feel fortunate that I learned the 
holiday traditions and recipes from 
her. I am grateful that I have been 
able to reproduce those holiday 
foods and to keep alive the lessons I 
learned from her. I know she smiles 
down on us every time she smells 
those Passover delights cooking in 
the oven. 

My dad, Sam, always loved her 
Passover rolls. Mom perfected her 
own little recipe and he just could 
not get enough of them. I, too, loved 
them; when I was growing up, the 
rolls were my favorite food during 
Passover. I love matzah, but those 
rolls were the best! I began to exper
iment with making them myself, 
so that my father could continue 
to enjoy his Pesach treat. Little by 
little, I was able to recreate the taste 
and flavor of the rolls to be like my 
mother's rolls. Dad was thrilled! 

I married and then moved to New 
Jersey in 1991. But we continued 
the tradition of the Passover meal 
with Dad - either in New Jersey or 
Rhode Island each year - and those 
rolls were the main event! 

We lost Dad in 2001. The week
end before he died, I had come to 

Store covered in the refrig
erator for up to three days. 
To serve, remove from the refrig
erator and place a few of the rum
soaked strawberry slices on top. 

Makes 8 servings. 

Chocolate chiffon cake 
This cake is a classic Passover 

dessert in terms of the technique, 
which entails separating eggs. But 
the flavor is without peer. 

Ingredients 

1 cup matzah cake meal 
1/2 cup potato starch 
1 tablespoon baking powder 
1 teaspoon salt 
l-and-1/2 cups sugar, divided in 

half 
1/2 cup vegetable oil 
8 large eggs, separated 
3/4 cup water 
1 tablespoon rum extract 
1 teaspoon fresh lemon juice 

"Home-baked 
desserts are kind of 

a holiday bonus." 

4 ounces pareve binersweet 
chocolate, chopped into 1/4-inch 
chunks 

Method 

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. In 
a large bowl, sift together the cake 
meal, potato starch, baking powder, 
salt, and 3/4 cup of the sugar. 

Add the oil, egg yolks, water and 
rum extract; beat until smooth. 

In a separate bowl, use an electric 
mixer on high speed to beat the egg 
whites ,vith the lemon juice until 
stiff. 

Turn the speed to low and gradu
ally add the remaining 3/4 cup of 
sugar. Turn up the speed to high 
and then beat until the whites are 
very stiff and shiny, about 1 minute 
more. 

Use a silicone sparula to fold the 

egg-yolk mixture into the whites 
and then fold in the chopped choc
olate. 

Pour the baner into an ungreased 
10-inch Bundt or tube pan. Bake 
for 1 hour. 

Let cool in the pan. When cool, 
use a knife to loosen the edges of 
the cake and turn onto a serving 
plate. 

Store covered in plastic at room 
temperature for up to five days or 
freeze wrapped in plastic for up to 
three months. 

Makes 16 servings. 

A Pesach story 
Rhode Island to visit. He asked me 
to make some of those Passover rolls 
for him. I was delighted to grant his 
wish! He loved them hot out of the 
oven with burrer and a cup of hot 
coffee. The smile on his face as he 
ate those rolls was worth a million 
dollars to me. My husband and I 
will forever treasure that look; we 
know he left us with a happy and 
fulfilled heart. 

I cannot wait to bake a batch of 
Passover rolls and share them with 
my husband Tom - and anyone 
who walks through our door. 
They will always be a part of the 
Pesach holiday tradition for me! 
Ida Bochner-Brown, now a resident 

of Hopatcong, NJ, grew up in Rhode 
Island. Contact her at idatom@opton
line.net. 

Editor's Note: We got so hungry read
ing this essay by Bochner-Brown that 
we implored her to share her mother's 
recipe far Passover rolls. She graciously 
complied! 

Ida's mom's Passover rolls 
Preheat oven to 375 degrees. 
Boil the following ingredients (oil 

through salt) in a medium saucepot -
stirring as it begins to boil: 

1/3 cup canola oil 
2/3 cup water 
2 tablespoons of sugar 
pinch of salt 
Bring this mixture to a full boil; 

be careful, as it happens fast! 
3/4 cup matzah meal 
1/4 cup cake meal 
Take the boiling mixture off 

the heat and immediately add the 
matzah and cake meals, stir until 
everything is combined well. 

Beat 3 large eggs, each in a sepa
rate bowl. Wait a few minutes for the 
oil and meals mixture to cool and, 
one at a time, add the eggs. 

You should end up with soft, wet 
dough. Keep working it until the 
eggs are well blended into the mix
ture. 

Grease a Pesach baking sheet 
with vegetable or canola oil. 
Put some oil on your hands. With a 
tablespoon, scoop up the dough and 
roll it with your greased hands into 
a ball. 

Lightly flanen the balls into 
citcles and place on greased baking 
sheet. 

Take a burrer knife with a little 
oil on it and make a crisscross on 
the top of each roll. This gives the 
baked roll a nice appearance. 

Bake for 40 minutes, but watch 
your oven! Sometimes they bake 

faster. The rolls should be a golden 
brown with a slightly crisp bonom. 
If you see them reaching this tex
ture before the 40 minutes, they 
are done - take them out! If you 
wait too long, the bonoms will 
burn and you will lose flavor. 
The rolls will puff up as they bake, 
but fall once they start to cool. This 

is normal. 
For the best flavor, serve hot out 

of the oven for the best treat. Store 
leftovers in an airtight container 
and enjoy them plain or with sand
wich fillings, jam or burrer. 

Makes 12 - 13 small rolls or 6 
large rolls. 

Make your Passover Seder table unique 
Relatively pressure

free Passover 
preparations 

B Y LISA FOSTER 

Special to 1he Voice & Heral 

PROVIDENCE - Passover tables 
often have a very eclectic feel, 
sometimes one that is not positive 
- not enough matching place set
tings, having to use your beloved 
Aunt Sarah's not-very-attractive 
Seder plate. Consider these ideas 
for a beautiful Seder table. 

Celebrate the collage of your 
life that makes this holiday mean
ingful: Include the various dishes 
brought by guests, nostalgic objects 
and the coming together of differ
ent times and people. T love sening 
the table with mismatched plates 
and silverware and using a variety 
of patterned or different colored 
napkins. This intentional, eclec
tic feel helps harmonize all of the 
different elements and takes the 
pressure off a formal-looking table 
sening. Add flowers to help create 
this feeling. Instead of a composed 
arrangement, put together a combi
nation of spring flowers that feel as 
eclectic as the table. 

A H AGGADAH FIND 

Finding a unique and mean
ingful H aggadah is always a nice 
touch. I've had the pleasure of par
ticipating in Seders that included 
feminist Haggadahs, child-friendly 
Haggadahs, which are durable and 
image-laden, and handmade Hag
gadahs and afikomen covers. This 
year I will be using a children's 
H aggadah created by a designer 
friend, Francine H ermelin Levite, 
which will add to the evening's spe
cialness. 

wwwjvhri.org 

A PERFECTLY 

MANAGEABLE RECIPE 

Hosting any dinner - and espe
cially a Passover Seder - requires a 
lot of work. I love extending Seder 
invitations to people I really care 
about and to friends of friends 
or those without a local family. 
Having a delicious and easy des
sert recipe helps complete the 
dinner. And since everyone loves 
a tasty Passover dessert, I've asked 
my friend, Chef Andrew Shons of 
Garrison Confections, to share a 
special dessert recipe. 

Garrison ultimate ftourless 
Passover brownies 

Ingredients 

11 ounces sugar 
8 ounces burrer, melted and 

room temperature 
3 eggs, room temperature 
1 tablespoon strong coffee 
3 ounces dark cocoa powder 

4 ounces unsweetened chocolate, 
melted and room temperature 

5 ounces matzah meal 
1 /2 teaspoon vanilla extract 

Method 

Preheat the oven to 350 degrees. 
Mix everything together and blend 
well. Pour into a 10-inch pan that 
has been sprayed with nonstick 
spray and bake for 20 to 25 min
utes. Let cool. They are also good 
warm with a scoop of vanilla ice 
cream. Makes approximately 12 
brownies. 

Lisa Foster is an interior archi
tect and owner of Reconstructure (a 
design firm) and Source retail show
room. Contact her at lfoster@recon
structure.com, 383-1311 or visit 
www.reconstructure.com and www. 
sourceatreconstructure.com. Fran
cine's Haggadah as well as Chef 
Shotts' chocolate creations are avail
able at Source. 

Want to save money on 
kosher foods? 

New site for 
kosher coupons 

BOCA RATON, Fla. - Coupon 
Kosher, Inc. announces the 
launch of CouponKosher.com, 
a Web site dedicated to helping 
consumers of kosher products 
save money. 

Manufacturer coupons are 
posted regularly to the Web site, 
allowing site visitors to "clip" cou
pons that they can use at their 
local supermarkets. Coupons 
are broken down by categories 
for ease of searching. The Cou-

ponKosher.com newslener noti
fies users when new coupons are 
added. 

For more information about 
CouponKosher.com or to inquire 
about having your company's kosher 
product coupons or advertisement 
added, contact Elizabeth Wolff at 
561-213-5918 or elizabethw@cou
ponkosher.com. 
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Tradition Continues ... 
Gefilte Fish 

House Horseradish 
Chopped Liver 

Chicken Soup with Carrots 
Matzoh Balls 

Roasted Brisket with Gravy 
Carrot Tzimrnis 

Traditional Charosis 
Potato Kugel 

Sweet Potato Kugel 

Call Our Catering Department To Pre-Order Your Passover Foods 

For a Complete Holiday Menu 
Visit www.eastsidemarket.com 

** All prepared foods are Jewish-style and ar e 
explic itly not Kosher/ Kosher for P assover ** 
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165 Pitman Street, Providence 
401-831-7771 
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PASSOVER FOOD 
Passover cookies from 

the family treasury 
BY SARA H SHOLES 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

B AKlNG IS A science 
that demands precision; 
changing the formula 
affects the end result. 

Passover challenges bakers to omit 
key leavening agents from their lists 
of ingredients and to reformat reci
pes to be kosher for Pesach. 

Another feat is to find recipes 
that follow the restrictions of the 

_ holiday while maintaining taste and 
texture. My mother and aunts have 
collected books and binders of reli
able and delicious holiday recipes 
that have become staples for our 
family. 

Aunt Manha's mandel bread 
reigns at her Seder table. Offering 
a dry crunch like an Italian-style 
biscotti, the mandel bread is sweet
ened with a dusting of cinnamon 
and sugar. While I was growing up, 
my mom continued to fill my school 
lunches with an array of Passover 
treats, so that the eight days were 
truly a celebration. 

I looked forwa rd to the holiday 
while my Jewish friends cringed 
at another day of peanut butter on 
matzah. 

Mom's chocolate macaroons 
Ingredients 

1 package (6 ounces) semi-sweet 
chocolate morsels 

1 cup shredded coconut 
1/2 cup finely chopped walnuts 
2 egg whites, at room tempera

ture 
1/4 teaspoon salt 
1/2 cup sugar 

Method 

Preheat oven to 325 degrees. 
Using a double boiler over hot, 

not boiling, water, melt chocolate 
morsels; cool. 

Stir in coconut and walnuts. 
In a small bowl, combine egg 

whites and salt and beat until soft 
peaks form. 

Gradually add sugar. Beat until 
stiff. 

Fold the egg whites into the 
chocolate mixture. 

Drop by teaspoonfuls, 1 inch 
apart, onto baking sheets lined with 
parchment paper. 

Bake 18 to 20 minutes. Immedi
ately move to ~re racks to cool. 

Makes 4 dozen. 

(By Trude Sholes, adapted from 1he 
Jewish Voice & Herald} 

For me, the smell of my ~------------
mom's macaroons fresh from 
the oven is synonymous with 
happiness. H er chocolate 
macaroons are rich and chewy 
and I still look forward to them 
every year. The most recent 
addition to the family trea
sury came from Aunt Laurie's 
recipe for forgotten cookies. 
Delicate meringues filled with ._ _____________ _. 
chocolate chips, these slow
bake cookies are simple to prepare 
and easy to enjoy. 

While the Internet has allowed 
access to more creative recipes than 
ever before, do not overlook the 
promise of the family network for 
new recipe ideas. 

Aunt Martha's Passover 
mandel bread 

Ingredients 

1 cup sugar 
3 eggs 
1 cup oil 
3 /4 cup potato starch 
1-and-1/2 cups cake meal 
2 tablespoons lemon juice 
3/4 cup chopped walnuts or other 

nuts of your choice 
1/2 teaspoon cinnamon 

Method 

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. 
Combine all ingredients and rnix 
well. 

Rub hands with cake meal and 
then shape dough into 3 rolls on a 
lightly greased baking sheet. 

Sprinkle top of rolls with cinna
mon and sugar. 

Bake for 35 minutes. 
Slice evenly and return to oven to 

dry for about 20 more minutes. 
Makes about 3 dozen. 
(Recipe from Martha Sholes, 

adapted from B'Nai B'rith Women} 

Aunt Laurie's forgotten cookies 
Ingredients 

2 egg whites 
3/4 sugar 
1 teaspoon vanilla extract 
1/4 teaspoon salt 
1 cup broken pecans, optional 
1 cup chocolate chips 

Method 

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Line 
2 cookie sheets with foil . 

With an electric mixer, beat the 
egg whites until peaks begin to 

form. 
Slowly add the sugar. Then add 

vanilla and salt and beat until shiny. 
Fold in pecans and chocolate 

chips. 
Drop by teaspoons onto prepared 

cookie sheets and place in preheated 
oven. 

Turn off the oven and "forget" the 
cookies until the next morning. 

Makes about 3 dozen. 

(By Laurie Sholes, adapted from 
•something Different far Passover"} 

Sarah Sholes bakes and writes far her 
blog Can You Cookie, where she shares 
recipes, ideas and thoughts about cook
ies. She is currently pursuing a master's 
degree in gastronomy at Bosron Uni
versity. For mort rookie rtcipes visit 
her blog http://canyourookie.blogspot. 
rom or berome a fan on Facebook. 
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25.4 Oz Bottle . 
613319 

Stop & Shop 
Zazz Seltzer 
1 Liter 
All Flavors. 
33.8 Oz Bottle. 
Plus Deposit Where 
Apphcable. 
629693 

Yehuda 
Glass Candles 
Pkg. of 1. 
61 3133 

2for$1 
Kedem 
Apple Juice 
64 Oz Bottle. 
640458 

Some items not available in some stores. 

wwwjvhri.org 
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Mrs. Adler's 
Gefilte Fish 
Assorted Vanet1es. 
24 Oz Jae 614427 

$299 
Streit 's 
Matzo Ball or 
Matzo Ball 
Soup Mix 
Assorted Varieties. 
4.5 Oz Pkg. 
613388 

4for$5 
Manischewitz 
TamTam 
Crackers 
Assorted Varieties. 
8 Oz Pkg. 
6 13380 

Gefen 
Chestnuts 
5.2 Oz Pkg. 
613257 

,. 

Season 
Club Sardine 
Skinless and 
Boneless. 
4.375 Oz can. 
613391 

Acme Nova 
Smoked 
Salmon 
4 Oz Pkg. 
Previous Frozen. 
516649 

__ ..... _ 

.,_,_...._ ---g 

----=-

Prices good through April 21, 2011 . 
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Russe/1 and Joyce Robinson 

The Largest Bath 
Showroom in Rhode Island 

(over 7,000 square feet of bath fixtures, faucets and accessories) 

Fall River, MA 
1-508-675-7433 

I FREEWAY DRIVE 
CRANSTON, RI 
401-467-0200 

EXCLUSIVELY O FFERING: 

UNRUSHED PERSONAL SERVICE 

DESIGN Ass,sma 

Plainville, MA liQ!!fil; ~;~:~:U~~:':~~:f. 
1-508-843- 1300 Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Wed. untill 9 p.m. FAMILY OWIIED ~Na 1954 
Hyannis, MA Sat. 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. AFFORDABU PRICES 

1-508-775-4115 fi))OBINSON UJIGESTSELECTIDN 
,::_ SUP,!'..l,:;. CO. 

HVAC LOCATIONS Avon, Woburn Ma. E.Hartford Ct 

bathsolashshowroom.com 

May the traditions ol 

Pesach 
brio~ joy to you and your lamily! 

From 
The Board of Directors and Staff of 

Jewish Seniors Agency 
of Rhode Island 

Paul Barrette 
Executive Director 

Susan Bazar 
President 

Jewish Seniors Agency 
"Putting life into living" ~ 

•AgeWell RI , Celebrations Adult Day Services Center at Tamarisk, 
• Jewish Eldercare of Rhode Island Outreach Program, 

Jewish Seniors Agency Women's Association, 
Shalom and Shalom II Apartments, 

The Phyllis Siperstein Tamarisk Assisted Living Residence, 
To Life Center Adult Day Services at JSA, 

"The Louis and Goldie Chester Full Plate Kosher Food Pantry 

www.jsari.org 

PASSOVER 
The 11th plague 

Kids, illness and 
holiday joy 

BY SARA MASRI 

Special to 7be Voice & H erald 

MOST FAMlLIES 
have di s tinct 
memories of the 
Jewi sh holidays: 

The first time their child opens a 
Hanukkah present and then pro
ceeds to play in the box it came in. 
The first time they tasted matzah 
ball soup (in our house this brought 
decidedly mixed reviews). The first 
meal in a sukkah, and getting to 
shake the lulav and etrog. However, 
in our household there are other 
memories - memories of holidays 
marred by kids getting sick. 

Over the years we have had 

SICKNESS, Page 31 

/Sara Masri 
JULIA AND NOAH MASRI 

This was Noah's first Thanksgiving in November 2009, 
but not his first cold . 

HEALING broken bonds at Passover 
From Page 22 

ower, recently married to a widow 
with several adult children, sadly 
relates how her son and daughters 
opposed her marriage to him and 
angrily refuse to come to their 
mother's new home. 

Families undergo a variety of 
upheavals. Some are more dis
ruptive and divisive than others. 
In the worst scenarios, conflicts 
persist from one generation to the 
next, and some family members 
carry grudges to the grave. If we 
can learn to accept differences in 

others and celebrate change in 
ourselves, we will be able to heal 
some of the most destructive ele
ments in family life. 

In addition to cleaning out the 
crumbs in our kitchen, we can 
prepare for Pesach by acknowl
edging our own biases, admitting 
mistakes and asking for forgive
ness. Approaching Pesach with 
this attitude will illuminate our 
holiday with the blessings of love, 
reconciliation and shalom bayit, 
peace in the home. Let us hope 
that after the hametz returns to 

our cupboards, the spirit of the 
holiday will remain in our hearts 
and continue to nurture our con
nections with the most significant 
people in our lives, our family. 

Dr. Sucov is a writer and a psy
chologist. H er book, ''Fragmented 
Families: patterns of estrangement 
and reconciliation, ., won a National 
Jewish Book Council Award. She 
and her husband live in Providence 
and Jerusalem. Visit wwwfrag
mentedfamilies. com or email her at 
ellensucov@gmail.com. 

¥ Passover from ttie 
n RISO Hillel Foundation. 

BROWN4ruso 
HILLEL 

The Glenn and Darcy Weiner Ccnt<r 

wwwjvhri.org 
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SICKNESS sinks holiday celebrations 
Over 500 wines under $15 
1000 Brew, to choo.se from From Page 30 

several holiday celebrations stymied 
by colds and flus. This past Rosh 
Hashanah, only two of us made it to 
the dinner at my friend 's house due 
to a stomach flu. Only my daughter 
and I made it to the Purim carnival 
this year because of my son's cold 
and ear infection. And, although it 
is not a Jewish holiday, we had to 
cancel a Thanksgiving trip one year 
because my daughter had the flu . 

Passover is a particularly sore 
subject since, for two years run
ning, sick kids have left us without 
a Seder to attend. We celebrate the 
first night with my friend and her 
family. Between us, we have four 
children, ages 7, 6, 5 and 1. Two 
years ago, my daughter was sick 
and we were not able to go to her 
house for the holiday. Last year her 
kids were sick and we did not want 
our two to be exposed to the plague 
in her home. Now, if our kids had 
been at all thoughtful, they would 
have had the wherewithal to get 
sick a day or two before so we had 
time to make alternative plans, but 
that is not the way they roll. Both 
times we had approximately two 
hours notice that we would not 
be going to a Seder. For those of 
you who spend days planning this 
meal you can only imagine what 

we had to do to throw something 
together. H ere is my advice to any 
family who has to plan a Seder on 
extremely short notice. 

"Anyone with 
children knows 
that there wi11 

be deviations in 
holiday plans." 

• Make note of what premade 
holiday foods your local supermar
kets offer. That way, when you have 
to make a frantic 4 p.m. call to see 
who has haroset and matzah ball 
soup, you have some options. At 
least I had some chicken and a box 
of matzah in the house to begin my 
meal. 

• Make sure you have some books 
that tell the story of Passover. We 
did not have H agaddahs or a Seder 
plate, but "Sammy the Spider Cel
ebrates Passover" gets your kids 
talking about the holiday. 

• Keep some dollar store items 
hidden away in yous house for 
prizes for an impromptu ajikomen 
search. 

PassovEr q,EETJxqs 

GORDON Fox 
Speaker of The House 

Paid for by the Friends of Gordon Fox 

Our best wishes for a 

Jfayyy & Jfea[tfiy 
'Passover 

The Newport Havurah 

Association of Reform Jews on Aquidneck Island 
401 .849.9197 • newporthavurah 1@gmail.com 

Most of all, my advice is to take 
all of this in stride. Anyone with 
children knows that there will be 
deviations in holiday plans. The 
key is to roll with the punches and 
enjoy whatever holiday celebration 
you are able to have. Hopefully, the 
third time will be the charm and we 
will get ous Seder this year. If not, 
at least it will be yet another holiday 
memory. 

Check out our all new low prices! 
We ofle r a large selection of Kosher wines - plus: 

The Best Service 
The Best Price 

The Best Local W i ues 
The Best Craft Beer & Micro--hrews 

Bartenura Pino! Gri$io & Moscato $12.99 

In store wine tasting event even1 Friday Spm - 7 pm 

Sara Masri is the director of major 
and planned gifts at Meeting Street. 
She and her family live in Providence. 
They have already started to get more 
Vitamin C. Contact her at smasril @ 
cox.net. 

806 Hope Street ~ Providence, RI 
401-421-5760 

free Local Delivery 

~\ll~ ..... ,,.., 
~ll\~ 

Rhode Island Hospital 
The Miriam Hospital 

Li/i'spt111 Par/11t'I"-" 

THE MIRIAM AND RHODE ISLAND HOSPITALS 

WISH YOU A HAPPY PASSOVER. 

wwwJvhri.org 
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Righteous women's deeds deepen the Seder experience 
Our ancestral 

mothers were an 
amazing lot 

Bv DASEE B ERKOWITZ 

NEW YORK OTA) - What 
woman has changed your life? 
My toddler intuited his answer 
when he said to me, "Than k you 
imma, mom, for making me." 

PASSOVER FEATURE 

That's right, folks. Mothers, 
hands down, have probably had 
the single biggest impact on our 
lives. Giving birth to children is 
probably one of the most coura
geous things that women can 
do. Beyond the physical drama 
of childbirth, there's the cour
age to bring life into our uncer
tain world. Even in places of 
dire political and social unrest, 
women continue to have children 
and, in that very act, they proph
esize hope for better days. 

It's a story familiar to Jews as it 

is precisely the story about birth, 
and more specifically, the birth 
of a Jewish nation, that we cel
ebrate each Passover. 

The birth images and refer
ences of the Passover story are 
uncanny. Just look at the first 
chapter of the Book of Exodus. 
W e see a nation swelling in num
bers under a Pharaoh who did 
not know of the deeds of Joseph. 
We meet midwives ordered to 
kill the Hebrew male babies and 
deny Pharaoh's decree by letting 
the H ebrew chi ldren live. W e 
meet Israelite women who are 
incredibly fertile. W e see how 
M oses' mother, Yocheved, pro
tects her 3-month-old child in 
a womb-like basket. And finally 
we witness the Twelve Tribes of 
Israel bursting forth to freedom 
surrounded by rushing water. 

The rabbis say that Israel was 
redeemed from Egypt because of 
righteous women. While women 
may have been front and center 
of the story way back when, by 
the time the Seder rolls around 
these days, the on ly thing that 
righteous women have strength 
to redeem is the pot roast from 

the oven. 
Who were these righteous 

women of the Exodus story and 
how can their deeds help deepen 
our experience of Passover this 
year? 

Under the decree to murder 
Israelite baby boys, Yocheved 
conceives and has a son. After 
three months , she is afraid that he 
will be discovered and harmed, 
so she places her son in a basket 
in a river and hopes he will arrive 
to a new realiry in safety. Because 
of her daughter's intervention 
with Pharaoh 's daughter, Yoch
eved is able to feed and nouri sh 
her own son until he is grown. 
Only then does she give him over 
to Pharaoh 's daughter. H er deci
sion to continue to have children 
might be viewed as risky or even 
negligent to some, but it is that 
sense of risk that brings about 
the leader of our redemptive nar
rative, Moses . 

Miriam, Moses' sis ter, stands 
guard on the bank of the river 
as Moses' basket floats down
stream. She has the confidence 
to ask Pharaoh's daughter to let 
an Israelite - her mother - nurse 

EPOCH Senior Living ... 
Providing Quality Lifestyles in Your N eighborhood 

10 Years & Counting. 

~ 
EPOCH® 

of Providence 

Aisisted Li.ving 011 the East Side 
One Butler Avenue • Providence, IU 

401 -275-0682 

Senior Li.ving on Blackstone Bo1tleva1·d 
353 ll lacksronc Houkvard • Providence, RI 

401 -273-6565 

www.epoc h s l .co m 

Auistcd Living • Short-Term Rehabilitation • Long-Term Care 
Skilled Nursing Memory Care • Respite • Fitness Center 

wwwJvhri.org 

I, 

MIRIAM and MOSES 

the baby. We meet Miriam again 
after the crossing of the Red Sea, 
leading the women in victory. As 
the text in Exodus 15:20 states, 

"And Miriam the prophetess, the 
sister of Aaron, took a timbrel 
in her hand, and all the women 

WOMEN , Page 33 
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WOMEN showed courage under Pharaoh's rule 
Thee IHlc0>llco>cc1o1\Ut§1t lEcdllu1cc1o11t.Jlco>irn ffir 

1Rlce§c0>1umcce (Cce1nntce1r c0>ffHhc0>dce ll§ll1oumcdl 
From Page 32 

went out after her with timbrels 
and with dances." 

Rushing out of Egypt, with 
little time to pack any non-essen
tials, Miriam brought her tam
bourine. She had faith that there 
would be reason to celebrate. 

Shifra and Puah, H ebrew mid
wives, blatantly defy the demand 
of the Egyptian king. In reac
tion to the bu rsting population 
growth of the Israelites, Pha
raoh orders them to kill every 
son born to an Israelite woman. 
W hen the king discovers their 
civil disobedience and they con
tinue to let baby boys live, the 
midwives defend their actions by 
saying, "The H ebrew women are 
not as the (Egyptian) women; for 
they are li ke ani mals, and [give 
birth) before the midwives come 
to them" (Exodus 1:19) . Their 
strong moral compass and clever 
protest save lives. 

Israelite women seduced thei r 
husbands while the husbands 
toiled under the harsh conditions 
of slavery. They had the fores ight 
to know that the survival of their 
people depended on having a next 
generation. Rashi, the famous 
French commentator, spoke of 
God's praise for the mirrored 
jewelry that the Israelite women 
later brought as their contribu
tion to the Mishkan, the tem
porary tabernacle in the desert, 
saying that "these are dea rer to 
M e than all the other contribu
tions, because through them the 
women reared those huge hosts 
[many children] in Egypt!" 

Rashi continued, "For when 

their husbands were tired 
th rough the crushing labor, they 
used to bring them food and 
dri nk and forced them to eat. 
They would then take the mir
rors and each gazed at herself in 
the mirror together with her hus
band, saying endearingly to him, 

"Like Yocheved 
and Miriam, when 

we are faced 
with adversity, in 
what ways are we 

courageous?" 

'See, I am more handsome than 
you.' Thus they awakened their 
husbands' affection and subse
quently became the mothers of 
many children ." 

These women, both named 
and unnamed, have the qualities 
that redeemed the Jewish people. 

Best Wishes For A 
Joyous Passover 

FALL RIVER JEWISH HOME 
538 ROBESON STREET, FALL RIVER, MASS 02720 

Benefits of Living at the 
Fall River Jewish Home 

• Friendly Family-like 
Atmosphere 

• Religious Services 
• Small Enough to Make a 

Difference 
• Smoke-free 

Environment 
24-hour Skilled Care 

• Rehabilitative Therapy 
Programs & Staff on Site 

• Intravenous Therapies 
• Close to Hospitals & 

Medical Arts Centers 
• Respite Care Available 

For more information 
or for a tour of our home, call: 

508-679-6172 

Conveniently located only 
20 minutes from Providence 

Their courage, foresight, willing
ness to fight for what they knew 
was right and self-possession give 
us cause to celebrate. 

When we sit down to the Pass
over Seder this yea r and raise 
fou r cups of wine, let's dedicate 
each cup of wine to these quali
ties that our women of freedom 
possessed in abu ndance. Like 
Yocheved and Miriam, when we 
are faced with adversity, in what 
ways are we courageous? Like the 
midwives, how can we be sure to 
do what is right even when it is 
unpopular, or worse, politically 
dangerous? And like the Isra
elite women, how can we culti
vate a sense of faith that moves 
us beyond the pain of the present 
moment toward a more promis
ing future? 

We read in the Passover 
Haggadah that "everyone who 
expands upon telling the story of 
the Exodus is praiseworthy." This 
year, let's expand our notion of 
the story we tell every year and 
let the righteous women of the 
Exodus story lead the way. 

Wishes the Jewish C9ovnvnunity 

~ov~ 
From our 
family 
to yours ... 

warmest wishes for a 
Happy Passover 

Q TempleSinai 

30 Hagen Ave, Cranston (401) 942-8350 

www.TempleSinaiRl.org 

Passover 
FROM .•. 

EAST SIDE 
PHARMACY 

632 Hope Street. Providence• 751-1430 • Fax 454-8096 

.r .r --rRA n1,-1oi--J t --".r 
PASSOVER \NINE SALE 

Serving the East Side for over 37 years • Providing Kosher Wines 
for Passover to Jewish Families throughout the State 

CHOOSE YOUR FAVORITE WINE FROM OUR KOSHER-FOR-PASSOVER SELECTION, INCLUDING: 

WIMES l=ROM ISRAEL, SPAIN, ARGENTINA, hALY AND i=RAMCE 

AND A LARGE SELECTION 01= YOUR TRADITIONAL 
MAMISCHEWITZ WIMES IN STOCK. 

VARIETAL S INC LUDE: C A BE RNET, M ERLOT, 

C H ARDONNAY, PI1'10T GRIG IO, M OSCATO, 

MONTEPULIC IANO, SANG IOVESE, Pl.NOT B LANC 

~ SEVERAL OTHERS FOR YOUR SEDER 

BUY 12 BOTTLES OF KOSHER WINE._ .GET AN EXTRA 10% OFF! 
wwwjvhri.org 



PAGE 34 Jewish Voice Sz._Herald April 15, 2011 

hceptional Market Knowledge• Multi·Million Dollar Producer 

~~ 1B.., I~~( 

Happy 
Passover 

I Listen, I Care. It's All About YOU! 
Let my years of <X/J<rie11cc benefit you. 

Realtorsit1cc 1977. 

Certified Resident ial Specialist • Certlfled Buyer Representative • Certified Negotiation 
Specialist· Senior Real Estate Specialist • Associate Broker• Relocation Sped allst 

400-884·8050 x1!4 Offi ce • 401-419-lJII Hobi/e • Sh,i~.land@N[Mo'/e,.mm • www.5llei~t.nd.com 

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage 
527 Main Street• East Gn:mwich, RI• 02818 
1'.!)' J):lll • ..,... .ft (ct""""'I: .,.,.., ,jJO ,r1 IJ •&n~~ 
• Ail('.ld.O'J"ml'T, •:)H-t,,.,;i,_,.,.,,. .fl'w:11r~ , 

R[SIDEnlAL BROKERAGE 
www.NewEnglandMoves.com 

A Kosher & Happy Passover 
2011 Holiday Schedule 5771 

Remember 

B'H 

Search for Chometz - Sunday night, April 17TH 
Fast or Siyum of first-born - Monday, April 18TH 

Monday, April 18th 

Providence time only 
Eating of Chometz: until 10:20 a.m. 
Burning of Chometz: until 11 :30 a.m. 

Passover begins: 7:09 p.m. 

Seder begins at: 8:15 p.m. 

Passover ends: Tuesday, April 26 
8:30 p.m. 

Candle lighting times for Passover 2011 
Providence time 

Monday, April 18 ............ 7:09 p.m. 
Tuesday, April 19 ........... 8:15 p.m. 
Friday, April 22 .. ...... ..... .. 7:13 p.m. 
Sunday, April 24 .. ........... 7:15 p.m. 
Monday, April 25 ............ 8:20 p.m. 

Blessings Blessing 
April 18: ..... First Eve of Passover .................. 1 & 2 
April 19: ..... Second Eve of Passover ............. 1 & 2 
April 22 ...... Eve of Third Intermediate Day .... 3 
April 24 ...... Seventh Eve of Passover ............ 1 
April 25 ..... Eighth Eve of Passover ............... 1 

#1 BO-RUH A-TOH ADO-NOi E-LO-HEI-NU ME
LECH HO-OLOM A-SHER Kl-DE-SHA-NU BE
MITZ-VO-TOV VI-TZI-VO-NU LE-HAD-UK NER 
SHEL YOM-TOV 

#2 BO-RUCH A-TOH ADO-NOi E-LO-HEI-NU ME
LECH HO-OLOM SHE-HEH-CHE-YOH-NU VI
KIYE-MONU VE-HE GE-0-NU LEZ-MAN HA-ZEH 

#3 BO-RUCH A-TOH ADO-NOi E-LO-HEI-NU ME
LECH HO-OLOM A-SHER Kl-DE-SHA-NU BE
MITZ-VO-TOV VI-TZI-VO-NU LE-HAD-UK NER 
SHEL SHA-BAT KO-DESH 

Special instructions for holidays (but not Shabbat). 
On holidays it is forbidden to create a new fire by striking 
a match, lighter, etc. However, it is permissible to use 
a flame already burning continuously since before the 
inception of the holiday, such as a pilot light, gas or 
candle flame. 

Courtesy of Chabad Lubavitch 
48 Savoy St. • Providence, RI 02906 

401 ·273·7238 
Please do not destroy or deface this card. 

PASSOVER 
Memories of an inspirational Seder 
From bondage to 

freedom, during the 
civil rights movement 

BY R ITA MICHAELSON 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

W ILE CLEAN
NG out a box of 
d papers, I_ came 
pon an invita

tion to a Seder in the Women's 
Intergroup Committee (WICS) 
Newsletter of April 1, 1970, which 
brought back memories of one of 
the most beautiful and inspirational 
Seders I have ever attended. 

In the 1960s and the '70s, many 
of us were deeply engaged in the 
civil rights movement. We fought 
for passage of the Fair Housing 
Act, for the integration of Provi
dence schools and for the rights of 
alJ citizens. Organizations such as 
WlCS were formed and many of 
the leaders of the movements were 
prominent members of the Jewish 
community, led by Irving Fain. In 
1970, I was president of the WlCS. 

The newsletter, sent to more than 
100 members, read as follows: 

" ... no man is free until alJ men 
are free ... 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

"In keeping with one of the prin
ciples which led originalJy to the 
forming of the WlCS... namely, 
the bridging of gaps in religious and 
racial understanding, I am pleased 
to invite you, our members and 
your friends, to our special April 

meeting, a Seder, on Wednesday, 
April 8 at 7 p.m. in the Meeting 
House of Temple Emanu-EI. Pre
ceding a traditional Passover meal 
(complete with wine and matzah), 
Rabbi Herman Blumberg will retell 

terhood of Temple Emanu-El, a 
committee from WlCS and the 
Sisterhood will prepare and serve 
the meal to our joint membership. 
I look forward to seeing many of 
our members on the 8th for what 

the story of we feel cer
the Exodus .... ~------------~ tain will be an 
Moses' leading inspiring and 

Ithe chill f:. drenhof ~-..\ I r ~" enjoyable eve-
srae rom t e ,. ~ ning. 

bondage of "And it was. 
slavery to free- The commit-
dom. The uni- tees prepared 
versal message the meal in 
of this ancient the Temple 
story, familiar kitchen. As I 
to Jews and remember, we 
C h r i s t i a n s obtained the 
alike, together roast chicken 
with the beau- from a kosher 
tiful symbol- caterer, but 
ism of the alJ side dishes 
traditional Seder is something we were done by our joint member
should share. ships, Catholic, Protestant and 

"We should all 
remember ... 'No 

man is free until all 
men are free,' and 
add to it, 'until all 
women are free."' 

"Under the chairmanship of Mrs. 
Mervin Bolusky, a WlCS member 
and former president of the Sis-

Jewish women, white and women 
of color. Rabbi Blumberg led the 
service, and it concluded with a 
singing of the Negro spiritual, We 
Shall Overcome.' I wish I had saved 
the special H aggadah we had at the 
time." 

As I said, it was a very special 
Seder. We should alJ remember the 
words of the W1 CS newsletter ... 
"No man is free until alJ men are 
free," and add to it, "until alJ women 
are free." 

Rita Michaelson is a resident 
of Providence. Contact her at 
jcm12S22@aol.com. 

13est -Wishes 
for a 

1-\aµpy t>assover 

--GALLERY :i- --

Rte. 95, Exit 24, Branch Ave. (Next to Benny 's) 
Open Monday - Saturday 8:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. - Closed Sunday 

www.providencepictureframe.com 
wwwjvhri.org 
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' URI Hillel is family, friendship, 
connections and a Jewish home away 
from home. It's the only place we can 
really relax. My name is Rebecca Kraut. 

I am the Alliance. 

FRONT ROW (L-R) 

Elissa Weinberger, Caroline Roth, 

Rebecca Kraut, Lily Nieto, Dayna Rignanese 

BACK ROW (L-R) 

Ally Gerand, Jamie Brosof, 

Elanah Chassen, Gina Sloman 

We are the Alliance. 

We are Jewish tradition and values at work in daily 

life. We are social justice, lifelong Jewish learning, 

and loving kindness. We are a daily commitment 

to create healthier minds, bodies and community. 

We are Tzedakah and Tikkun 0/am. Through the 

Annual Community Campaign, our donations 

fund more than 300 programs and services that 

support and enhance Jewish life in Rhode Island, in 

Israel, and around the world. We are the Alliance. 

Jewish Alliance 
OF GREATER RHODE ISLAND 

Together, we are stronger. 

401 Elmgrove Avenue Providence, RI 02906 www.shalomn.org 

wwwjvhri.org 
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In the spirit of the Mi,shnah, freeing up the Seder 

You can be creative 
at your Seder 
B Y D AVID ARNOW 

SCARSDALE, N.Y. OTA)- You 
can find the secret to creating 
lively Passover Seders in a surpris
ing place - an 1,800-year-old law 
code called the Mishnah. 

For starters, the Mishnah did 
not envision reciting a Haggadah 
at the Seder. Instead, it designed 
a careful balance between aspects 
of the evening that should be fixed 
and others that left room for spon
taneity. 

Fixed elements included drink
ing four cups of wine, eating 
matzah, explaining the meaning 
of the Passover sacrifice, eating 
matzah and bitter herbs and recit
ing the six psalms of Halle!. These 
would bind us together as a people 
wherever and whenever we live. 

But when it came to telling 
the Passover story, the Mishnah 
encouraged creativity. This would 
prevent Seders from becoming 
lifeless clones of one another. Bril
liant! 

For example, the Mishnah 
envisioned a night that should 
be so different from other nights 
that children would naturally 
ask, "Why?" Only if a child were 
unable or failed to ask spontaneous 
questions should a parent offer the 
prompt, "Why is this night differ
ent from all other nights?" Then a 
parent might point out things like 
"on all other nights we eat leavened 
bread or unleavened bread, on this 
night only unleavened bread." 

Just as the child 's questions 

From Page 1 

why we wrote "Freedom Journeys," 
paying especially close attention to 
the transformative roles of women 
and of ecological upheavals that 
have often been downplayed in 
previous tellings of the Exodus 
story. 

Modern historians and arche
ologists have found little evidence 
outside the biblical text that the 
Exodus ever happened, yet the 
story lives, more powerful than its 
factuality, because it speaks to deep 
strands of arrogance, fear, despair 
and courage in the human process. 

Far beyond the Jewish commu
nity, it has influenced not only the 
religious traditions of Christianity 
and Islam, but also the life of black 
America and many modern secu
lar liberation movements rooted in 
class, nation, culture and gender. It 
has even influenced efforts to free 
and heal the Earth from destruc
tive exploitation. 

The pharaoh motif invoked 
in news coverage of the recent 
Egyptian upheaval that overthrew 
President Hosni Mubarak was due 
certainly not only to geographic 
accident, but also to the nature of 
tyranny and popular resistance. 

And the issues are not only 

were not prescribed, neither were 
the answers. As to a response, the 
Mishnah says, "According to the 
understanding of the son his father 
teaches him. He begins with dis
grace and ends with glory; and he 
expounds from My father was a 
wandering Aramean . . . (Deuter
onomy 26:5) until he fini shes the 

"lnstead of Seders 
feeling like a 
celebration of 
freedom, they 

began to feel more 
like a chore." 

whole section." 
Using a succinct version of the 

Passover story in Deuteronomy 
26:5-8 as a frame, the story was 
to be told through the process 
of expounding, drasha - liter
ally "drawing out meaning" - or 
making midrash. 

There was no expectation to 
create the same midrash every year. 
The story was to be geared to the 
level of the child's understand
ing, which would develop from 
one year to the next. The story 
becomes meaningful to those 
gathered around the table through 
an interactive, creative process. 
The Mishnah thus implies that the 
Seder should change from year to 
year and that no two Seders should 
be exactly the same. 

In lieu of "slavishly" reading 

a prescribed text, the Mishnah 
encouraged us to take liberties, 
using its example as a core and a 

PASSOVER FEATURE 

guide. Alas, over the centuries, 
the balance between the fixed and 
spontaneous elements of the Seder 
disappeared. Rather than asking 
their own questions, children read 
or memorized a mandated set 
of questions. And in place of an 
answer aimed at the level of the 
child's understanding, the H agga
dah incorporated a written midrash 
on "My father was a wandering 
Aramean." 

The goal of an ideal Seder 
became reading the Haggadah 
from beginning to end, skipping 
not a word. The result? Instead of 
Seders feeling like a celebration of 
freedom, they began to feel more 
like a chore. 

Generation after generation 
we recited these words from the 
Haggadah: "Whoever elaborates 
on the story of the Exodus from 
Egypt deserves praise." But rather 
than prying open a little room 
for creativity, they remained just 
words on the page. 

In the liberty with which we 
elaborate on the Exodus, we taste 
and celebrate freedom. We expe
rience ourselves as free, indepen
dent creators, the very antithesis of 
our ancestors mired in the mind
numbing pits of slavery. In so 
doing we renew the divine sparks 
within us that mark us each as 
images of God, the paradigmatic 
free creator. 

In the spi rit of the 
M ishnah, here are two 
simple suggestions 
that will help breathe 
life into your Seder. 

A few days before 
Passover, ask each 
of your guests to 
respond to the 
following ques
tion: "What do 
you think would 
be a particu
larly important 
question to 
discuss at the 
Seder this 
year?" 

If you 
do this by 
e- ma i 1, 
paste the 
responses 
into a document without 
identifying who asked which ques
tion. Make a copy for each of your 
guests. Take turns reading the 
questions aloud. This is an easy, 
non-threatening way to let the 
group know what's on everyone's 
mind. Choose a few questions for 
discussion throughout the Seder. 
You'll probably find that questions 
cluster around particular issues, 
which can guide you in choosing 
which questions to discuss. 

The second suggestion involves 
deciding where and when to hold 
this discussion. Instead of doing it 
at the Seder table, if possible gather 
in a different room beforehand. 
You'll find that shifting the loca
tion to the living room, for example, 
sets the tone for an entirely differ
ent conversation. Holding some of 

RETELLING the story has meaning for many 
macro-political, but apply also 
to the spiritual and psychologi
cal struggles of individual human 
beings confronting their own 
"internal pharaohs," when 

one aspect of the seltakes over the 
whole person, twisting and per
verting a person's humanity by 
turning other facets of the self into 

slaves that yearn for freedom and 
full integration. 

As T. S. Eliot wrote, "April is 
the cruelest month, mixing 
memory with desire, stirring 
dull roots with spring rain." 

Mixing memory with 
desire - weaving together 
our memory of the past 
with our hope for the 
future, a profound 
description of the inter
twining of Exodus 
with Passover, Pass
over with Palm 
Sunday, Moses with 
the Rev. Martin 
Luther King Jr. 

"Mixing 
memory with 
desire" is what 
the biblical 
account of 
Exodus does 
by weav
ing together 

the description 
Exodus itself as a 

moment in the utter present - hope 
and desire turned into action -
with detailed instructions of how 
to celebrate that transformative 
moment, remembering it through 
festivals far into the future. 

wwwjvhri.org 

Looking at the world today, 
we see the whole human race, 
the whole planet in a crisis that 
reminds us of the archetypal tale 
of Pharaoh and the Ten Plagues, 
which were ecological disasters 
brought on by the Pharaoh 's arro
gance, stubbornness and brutality. 

"The issues apply 
to the spiritual 

struggles of 
individual human 

beings confronting 
their own 

'internal pharaohs."' 

Today it is the arrogance of some 
powerful human institutions that 
an overwhelming majority of the 
world's climatologists, oceanog
raphers and epidemiologists say 
is leading to the Earth's oceans 
and atmosphere heating up in a 
way that is already disrupting cli
mate patterns and is likely to bring 
about radical changes in polar and 
high-mountain ice, ocean levels, 

your 
Pa ssove r 
discussions before you sit 
down at the table is the simplest, 
most powerful way to create a 
more engaging evening. 

If either of these suggestions 
helps you to experiment with your 
Seder this year, Dayyenu! It would 
suffice! 

David Arnow is the author of 
"Creating Lively Passover Seders: A 
Sourcebook of Engaging Tales, Texts 
& Activities" (2nd Edition, Jewish 
L ights, 2011) and co-editor of "My 
People's Passover Haggadah: Tradi
tional Texts, Modern Commentar
ies." 

droughts, crops and distribution 
of disease. These predictions warn 
of huge movements of new kinds 
of refugees, deepening the gulf 
between the extremely rich and the 
desperately poor, and could lead to 
the widespread collapse of many 
governments. In short, to what the 
Torah calls "plagues." 

But the echo of the Exodus story 
does not stop there. The ancient 
story sows the seeds of hope, too. A 
new community was born at Sinai 
and tested in many experiments 
during the trek in the wilderness. 
Today we are seeing the seeds sown 
for new forms of grass-roots com
munity that curve across our globe. 

So we believe that whether the 
story of Pharaoh, the Exodus and 
the wilderness "actually happened" 
or not, our present situation calls 
us to relearn and rethink the story. 
It calls upon us to learn in order to 
act. 

Rabbis Arthur Waskow and Phyllis 
Ben11an are the authors ef "Freedom 
journeys" (Jewish Lights Publishing). 
Waskow directs 1he Shalom Center 
in Philadelphia; Berman directs the 
R iverside Language Program, which 
teaches English to new immigrants. 



ISRAEL 

/ Brande is University 

ON MONDAY, APRIL 4 at a "town hall" meeting at Brandeis University, Brandeis 
University Professor llan Troen, left, serves as moderator. Avi Dieter, a member of the 
Knesset, was one of the panelists . 

KNESSET members learn by listening 
From Page 1 

When Knesset members do come to the 
United States, it's usually for meetings in 
Washington or to deliver a speech at some 
event or another. Often they do a lot of talking 
without having to do much listening. 

But a visit in early April (April 3 - 9) to 
Boston and New York by six Israeli Knes
set members from the Likud, Kadima and 
Labor parties was all about listening - part of 
a new effort by an American Jewish founda
tion to strengthen the U.S.-Israel relationship 
by educating Israeli political leaders about the 
American Jewish community. 

One by one, the Knesset members present 
on the trip's final day described being startled 
at one point or another by what they encoun
tered over the course of their week in the 
United States. 

"I came knowing very little about American 
Jewry," said Carmel Shama of Likud. "In the 
short run, Israel and American Jewry can exist 
and get along without each other, but not in 
the long run." 

Labor's Daniel Ben Simon was shocked by 
the grace and tolerance of a rabbi in Boston 
who helped him find some non-kosher ice 
cream even though Ben Simon had just eaten 
kosher meat. 

"He helped us sin with grace and with a 
smile," Ben Simon said. 

Kadima's Ronit Tirosh was surprised to 
learn that the protesters who disrupted one of 

"After making aliyah, 
Ruderman discovered 

that lsraelis didn't know 
about the world from 

which he came." 

the trip's events - a speech at Brandeis Uni
versity by participant Avi Dieter, a Knesset 
member from Kadima and former Shin Bet 
chief - were Jews and Israelis. 

"I thought, American Jews, they are born as 
Jews, so they favor Israel," Tirosh remarked. 

Shama said that after listening to American 
Jews, he now has a completely different view 
of the debate surrounding the controversial 
Rotem bill - proposed Knesset legislation that 
has upset an array of American Jewish groups 

for the way it would change how Israel han
dles converts from abroad and conversions at 
home. 

"Now I look at the Rotem issue in a wider 
and deeper way," Shama said. 

That, said Jay Ruderman, whose family 
foundation sponsored the inaugural trip 
for Knesset members in conjunction with 
Brandeis' Hornstein Jewish Professional 
Leadership Program, was precisely the point. 

"Israel is the center of the Jewish world, and 
the Knesset makes decisions that affect the 
whole Jewish world," said Ruderman, who 
immigrated to Israel from the Boston area five 
years ago. 

After making aliyah, Ruderman said, he 
discovered that Israelis didn't know about the 
world from which he came. The new Ruder
man Fellows program, which he plans to rep
licate with other Knesset members, aims to 
change that. 

Not that it will be easy. For one thing, 
having Knesset members take a week off from 
their busy schedules to participate in a week
long program in America is no easy feat. 

At one point during a breakfast presenta
tion on Friday morning, April 8, at the offices 
of the Anti-Defamation League, three of the 
Knesset members were studying their cell 
phones, one had wandered out of the room 
and one already was gone, having flown back 
to Israel. The sixth was listening. 

During their week here, the Knesset mem
bers met with religious leaders from the major 
Jewish denominations, talked with college 
students, toured Boston, saw a Broadway 
show, attended a S200-a-plate dinner of the 
American Israel Public Affairs Commit
tee, visited the Boston Jewish federation, had 
lunch at the Harvard Club and stopped by a 
Jewish day school. They also took in lectures 
about American Jewish history, the Boycott, 
Divestment and Sanctions movement and 
anti-Semitism in America. 

Throughout the week Ruderman and Jona
than Sarna, who teaches American Jewish 
history at Brandeis and helped design the itin
erary, accompanied the Knesset members. 

Sarna said that during a sabbatical in Israel 
last year, he was struck by Israeli ignorance of 
American Jewry. 

"Even the leading figures in Israel do not 
feel they understand American Jewry appro
priately," he said. 

Some of the Knesset members who par-
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Sarna, Shuhnan comment 

/ Brandeis University 

MATTHEW FEINBERG, a student in Brandeis' Hornstein Jewish Professional Leadership Program, has 
dinner in the Brandeis cafeteria with Knesset members Carmel Shama and Daniel Ben Simon 
on Monday, April 4. 

EDUCATING Israeli leaders about American Jewry 
From Page 37 showed them that Israel has much leaders what you're doing has an 

ticipated are regular visitors to the to learn from the liberalism, plu- impact on us." 
United States. Dieter says he comes ralism, diversity and tolerance that In his halting English, Cabe! 
about twice a year. Ben Simon was exists in the American Jewish com- said, "We must AIPAC and we 
here only a few weeks ago, when he munity. Shama noted that it would must J Street." 
spoke at the J Street conference in be nice to have Haredi Orthodox Since the Labor Party split sev-
W ashington. Knesset members go on such a trip. eral weeks ago, both Cabe! and Ben 

But others, like Labor's Eitan While many Israeli politicians Simon are in the Knesset oppo-
Cabel, who has been in the Knes- bristle at the notion of American sition. Ben Simon criticized the 
set since 1996, had never been to Jews tinkering in Israeli politics - current government, calling it "not 
America. last month the Knesset held hear- friendly to American Jews" and 

"Even here there are Jews with ings investigating J Street which citing the investigation of J Street 
the same problems we face in seeks to pressure Israel into reach- as one example. 
Israel," Cabe! said, sharing some ing a settlement with the Palestin- "We have to be more in contact 
of what he said he learned on the ians - Ben Simon said American with American Jewry," Tirosh said. 
weeklong trip. "We can't forget Jews need to play a bigger role in To that end, Tirosh said she'd 
that after Israel, this is the biggest Israeli political and social debates. like to create a caucus in the Knes-
Jewish community." "You should take a position set focused on North American 

Perhaps more than anything else, because it will affect American Jews Jewry. 
the Knesset members said the trip here," Ben Simon said. "You're not 

courageous enough to tell Israeli 

BY NANCY KIRSCH 

nkirsch@shalomri.org 

IN AN APRJL 12 phone 
call with Jonathan D. 
Sarna, Joseph H . & Belle 
R. Braun Professor of 

American Jewish History at 
Brandeis University, shared 
some thoughts with The Voice & 
Herald. "It amazed me," he said, 
"that there were some distin
guished members of the Knesset 
who had never been to America 
and were really learning it for the 
first time." Surprising, too, was 
the confession of one Knesset 
member who came to the U.S . 
regularly, yet realized how little 
he knew about American Jewry. 

Sarna said that many of the 
visitors from Israel were sur
prised that representatives from 
such diverse organizations -
from AIPAC, Brandeis, Com
bined Jewish Philanthropies, 
Jewish Federations of North 
America, Yeshiva University and 
others - would treat one another 
with such respect. 

"I think this visit demon
strated, even more than we real
ized, how important it is for 
Israelis to learn about Ameri
can Jews. [We] can learn about 
Israel.. .. at universities, but as far 
as I know, there are no centers 
of studies of American Jewry in 
Israel." 

Sama, who called this novel 
experience something akin to a 

Temple Sinai Presents 

JONATHAN D. SARNA 

"reverse Birthright," hopes that 
the initiative to educate lead
ing Israelis about the American 
Jewish community will be an 
annual event. 

D errek Shulman, the regional 
director of the Anti-Defamation 
League (ADL) in New England, 
also talked by phone on April 12 
to The Voice & Herald. Calling 
the program "terrific," Shulman 
was pleased that the delega
tion from Israel met with Abe 
Foxman (the national director 
of the ADL). "It was a two-way 
dialogue. They brought their ears 
with them and listened to the 
problems and issues that Ameri
can Jews deal with," Shulman 
said. 

He also lauded the Ruderman 
Family Foundation for doing th is 
work. 

JRoslyn Kind Goncert 
- --=-;:;,-~;;:-:.::-, .::C .• -================ 

Saturday, May 14, 2011 - 8:00 P.M. 
The Park Theater aka The Rhode Island Center for the Performing Arts 

A Park Avenue, Cranston 

Los Angeles Times critic Don Heckman put it, "'Forget that Roslyn Kind is Barbra 
Streisand's kid sister - she's too good and too special to 

worry about comparisons .. . " 

Roslyn has four decades of experience on television. movies and 
specials. She also played "herself" in a recurring role on "The 
Nanny" with Fran Drescher. 

Early in her career she made appearances on The Ed Sullivan 
Show, The Tonight Show and Saturday Night Live.$he has also 
played to sold-out audiences in The Plaza's Persian 'floom and most recently, Carnegie Hall 
with her good friend, Michael Feinstein, as her accompanist. 

TEMPLE SINAI in Cranston is sponsoring the concert with partial proceeds donation going to 
The Interfaith Poverty Coalition. The Interfaith Poverty Coalition was founded in 2008 to be a 
moral voice addressing systemic issues that underline poverty. The coalition includes over 
100 congregations, including The Rhqde Island Council of Churches, the Jewish Alliance of 
.Greater Rhode Island, the Roman Catholic Diocese and the American Baptist Churches of R.I. 

Ticket pri ces ,u e: VIP ti ckeh. 111c lud1119 MEET & GREET Roslyn niter 

the concert with lite tare and a cash bar .. . S78. 

Premium seating. : .S53 - choice seating .. . $38. 

You can hear and watch Roslyn at www.roslynk ind.com 
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SCIENCE AND SOCIETY 

The smoke drifts away; the sorrow lingers 
A few heroes arose 
after Triangle fire 

H I STO RIC events, 
particularly tragic 
ones, assume last
ing importance only 

when survivors do not erase it 
from their memories, when they 
ponder upon their nature and 
causes, and then vow to under
take interventions to diminish 

the likelihood 
of such tragedies 
recurring in the 
future. Some 
tragedies in 
life, sometimes 
called natu-
ral disasters, At center right, Frances Perkins with workers 

Dr. Stanley 
Aronson 

are probably 
unavoidable; 
but recurrent, 
human -cause d 
tragedy can only 

reflect human apathy, ignorance 
or willful indifference. 

A crowd witnesses a terrible 
tragedy, shudders, weeps perhaps, 
but most people will then turn 
away to seek happier thoughts. A 
few, maybe a handful at most, will 
stay to reflect upon the misfortune 
they had witnessed and wonder 
then what might they do so that 
others, in the future, might be 

' spared such an experience. ' 
Consider now a terrible event 

enacted about a century ago. 
The day was March 25, 1911, an 
uncomfortably chilly Saturday 
afternoon on the streets of lower 
Manhattan. At 29 Washington 
Place in lower Manhattan stood 
the eight-story Asch Building, 
the site of numerous garment 
industry factories. The top three 
floors housed the Triangle Shirt
waist Company, employing about 
500 workers, virtually all immi
grant Jewish or Italian women 
varying in age from 14 to 23. They 
labored a standard 61-hour work
week under primitive conditions 
justifying the sweat shop label. 

At 4:45 p.m., a fire commenced 
in a pile of garment fragments in 
the northeast corner of the eighth 
floor. In the absence of any alarm 
system or local fire extinguish-

ers, the flames spread unnoticed 
and without hindrance. Since 
the rusted outdoor fire escapes 
collapsed and the main exit door 
had been locked from the out
side, escape was limited to a small 
number oflucky ones who sought 

"Frances Perkins 
took on the 

responsibility of 
ensuring that the 
Triangle fire not 
disappear from 
the American 
conscience." 

safety on the roof or the freight 
elevator before it too became 
inoperative. By nightfall, the fire 
had been extinguished, but 146 
workers had perished, most by 
leaping to their deaths from the 
upper floors of the building. It 
represented the deadliest indus
trial disaster in New York City's 
history. 

Of the many who had beheld 
this horror, three did not forget 
and did something tangible about 
it; and because of their admiQ
istrative and legislative actions, 

the working conditions - both in 
the state of New York and in the 
remainder the nation - had been 
vastly improved. 

Preeminent amongst the hor
rified observers was a courageous 
31-year-old social worker named 
Frances Perkins (1882 - 1965) 
who wrote relentlessly about this 
tragedy, stating that it might 
easily have been avoided had 
there been legislative ordinances 
requiring safely standards in the 
work place. 

Perk.ins' many articles on the 
Triangle fire tragedy caught the 
eye of a local Democratic Party 
politician named Al Smith (1873 
- 1944), born in the Fourth Ward 
(Lower East Side) and who also 
had witnessed the blaze from 
Manhattan's streets. His cry for 
better working conditions, aided 
by the strengthened ladies gar
ment workers' union (ILGWU), 
propelled him to the governor
ship of New York and ultimately 
to the candidacy, in 1928, for the 
presidency of the United States. 
During his early years as a reform 
candidate, he crusaded vigorously 
against unsafe working condi
tions, frequently citing the Tri
angle fire as an egregious crime 
against humanity. 

Robert F. Wagner (1877 -
1953) a German-born immigrant, 
rose to become a United States 
Senator representing New York. 
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H e authored numerous congres
sional acts protecting vulnerable 
manual laborers, including the 
National Industrial Recovery Act 
and the National Labor Relations 
Board, enactments to safeguard 
the health and physical integrity 
of workers. In 1911 he chaired 
the State Senatorial Commit
tee investigating the Triangle 
fire, and he was instrumental in 
having the state legislature pass 
the nation's most advanced legis
lation governing the safety of the 
workplace. 

And Frances Perkins took on 
the responsibility of ensuring that 
the Triangle fire not disappear 
from the American conscience. 

Her close friendship with 
Franklin D. Roosevelt led to 
her appointment as Secretary of 
Labor, in 1933, the first woman-

member of a presidential cabinet 
and therefore the first woman to 
be in the presidential line of suc
cession. Much of the succeeding 
New Deal legislation pertaining 
to fair labor relations, mandatory 
arbitration laws, laws again child 
labor, minimum wage legislation 
and, eventually, the Social Secu
rity laws were due, in part, to her 
pivotal efforts. 

Somewhere in the background 
leading to this nation's many 
enlightened workplace safety laws 
lingers the insistent memory of 
a century-old garment industry 
tragedy called the Triangle fire . 

Stanley M. Aronson, M.D. is 
dean of medicine emeritus, Brown 
University. Contact him at smamd@ 
cox.net. 
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A SKETCHBOOK 

RISO Museum piece is a mean-spirited portrayal of Jews 
Skillful artistic 
rendering still 

offends the senses 

U CAN'T MISS it. 
's to the right of the 
rchway that leads from 
he great blue central 

gallery of the Rhode Island School 
of Design (RISD) Museum with a 
view of the Spanish crucifixion on 
the wall beyond. On the left side of 
that portal there is another image 
------, of Jesus on the 

Mike 
Fink 

cross. The paint
ing I am about to 
describe is titled 
"The Money 
Changers." You 
need to use a map 
on a table to find 
the title, but even 
with that guide
book you won't 

------ find the name of 
the artist or the year of the creation 
of the canvas. I asked the guard, 
twice, two different guards. They 
read from the chart, "Flemish or 
Italian... unknown source... date 
either 16th or 17th century ... 

large nose. They look quite pros
perous, even smug, and the objects 
on the table are the instruments 
of the wealthy, neither the tools 
of the working classes, nor the 
jewels of the aristocracy. This is 
a mean-spirited portrayal of the 

"The artist 
identifies with the 

status of being 
outside, wa11ed 
off, separate, 

seeking ... a sense of 
be1onging." 

Jews! Hitler would have added it 
to his collection of propaganda to 
induce hatred. Is it a "good" work 
of art, worthy of one's appreciative 
contemplation? In one sense, per
haps, yes. I mean, could you, could 
I, render face, figure and still life 
with the skills of this anonymous 
craftsman? 

These moneychangers wear 
rather gorgeous head-coverings. 
They smile as they point to and 
count out the gold coins. One 
figure leans his arm upon the 
other, and indicates with the index 
finger the fine profit they have 
been making, with a leer below a 

Will the casual viewer under
stand what he or she is taking in 
along with the picture itself? Even 
the guard looked a bit uncomfort
able as she supplied the informa
tion, and added, with a bit of a 
frown, that she was put off by its 
clear attack. 

THE MONEY CHANGERS 

Now, there is another oil paint-

ing in the museum, which might 
well hang in place of the afore
mentioned crucifix. A picture 
of the Western Wall, done by 
an expatriate American named 
Henry Ossawa Tanner, an Afri
can-American studying and living 

HONOR 
THY FATHER 
AND MOTHER 

Jewish Seniors Agency of Rhode Island 

Annual Meeting 
This year marks the JOO YEAR ANNIVERSARY of honoring our elders. As we joyously fulfill our most precious 
commandment of "Honor Thy Father and Mother, "we invite you to join us as we launch a year of celebranon. 

Wednesday, May 11, 2011 at 7:00 PM 

at The Phyllis Siperstein 

Tamarisk Assisted Living Residence 
s Shalom DriYe, \ •Varwick, Rhode Island 

Installation of Officers 
Presentation of Maurice Glicksman Leadership Award 

Reception RSVP by May 2 to Diane at 35 1- 47 50 

Visit our web ~ite: www.jsari .org 1511 
wwwjvhri.org 

in F ranee and accompanying a 
group on the grand tour of North 
Africa, an exotic, Eastern magnet 
for late 19th century artists . I have 
often made a personal pilgrimage 
to this painting, currently in stor
age, because the rabbinic figures, 

Tf Gree~ 
AIRPOR 
Attention, 
snowbirds 

Don't miss an 
issue o/The]V&H! w. HOPE YOU 

ave enjoyed 
eceiving The 

Jewish Voice & Herald at 
your seasonal address. If you 
have not yet notified us of 
the date you will be return-
ing home, please call 421-
4111 ext. 177, or email us at 
nkirsch@shalomri .org. 

Give us your name, home 
address and return date, and 
also add the word "Snowbird" 
to the subject line. Providing 
an accurate date of return 
assures uninterrupted deliv-
ery of The Jewish Voice & 
Herald to your home address. 

Welcome back! 

garbed in the hasidic style, who 
stand by the "wailing" wall, are 
not at all shown in a negative light. 

There is sympathetic respect 
both in the wall, with the herbs 
growing in the crevices, and in 
the look of those who pray or 
stand reverently nearby. The artist 
identifies with the status of being 
outside, walled off, separate, seek
ing through reverence a sense of 
belonging. The colors are not lurid 
or gaudy, hardly even eye-catch
ing, but the painting has a touch
ing, understated allure. 

If this column has any value as 
an editorial, it is not at all intended 
as a recommendation for censor
ship, but rather for a more sensi
tive composition within the main 
showroom of the RISD Museum, 
where festive events are often cel
ebrated. 

Mike Fink is an English professor 
al Rhode Island School of Design. 
Contact him at mjink33@aol.com. 

JERI 
satellite 

office hours 
PROVIDENCE - The Jewish 
Eldercare of Rhode Island QERI), 
a program ofJewish Seniors Agency 
QSA), will hold May "drop-in" 
satellite office hours at several loca
tions. The topic, "Elder Scams," 
will be discussed on Monday, 
May 9, at Brightview Commons, 
57 Grandeville Court, Wakefield, 
from 1 - 2 p.m.; on Thursday, May 
19, at Phyllis Siperstein Tama
risk Assisted Living Residence, 3 
Shalom Drive, Warwick, from 1:30 
- 3:30 p.m.; and on Monday, May 
23, at Sakonnet Bay Manor, 1215 
Main Road, Tiverton, from 10:30 
a.m. - noon. On Thursday, May 26, 
at Congregation B'Nai Israel, 224 
Prospect Street, Woonsocket, from 
9:30 - 11 a.m., the topic is "Shmeer 
and Shmooze." 

Susan Adler, the JERI direc
tor, and Ethan Adler, the assis
tant JERI director, are available to 
counsel seniors and their families. 
In addition, Ethan is available for 
pastoral counseling. 

For more information, contact 
Susan Adler at 621-5374 or sadler
jeri@jsari.org. For general informa
tion and programs provided by Jewish 
Seniors Agency of Rhode Island, visit 
wwwjsari.org. 

Jewish Seniors Agency is a part
ner agency of the Jewish Alliance of 
Greater Rhode Island. 

www.jvhri.org 
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Remembering 
D. Frank & Son, Inc. 

Bv DENI S ROCA 

Special to Ihe Voice & Herald 

WEST WARWICK - To this 
day, if you mention the name D. 
Frank to most of the older resi
dents of the Pawtuxet Valley and 
the village of Phenix, they will 
remember him and his businesses. 

In the late 1890s, David Frank, 
an immigrant from Austria, was 
living in Providence with his wife 
Minnie (nee Schwartz) and their 
three children: Marion (Hassen
feld), Samuel and Harry. He was 
a junk dealer, and maintained a 
junkyard in Phenix, one of six vil
lages of West Warwick, located in 
the Pawtuxet Valley. 'Die valley 
was home to many textile mills. 
Shortly after 1900, Frank began 

"Didn't you know 
Jesus was a Jew? 

You are sinning by 
not se11ing to these 
nice Jewish peop1e. 

With that, they sold 
the house to the 

Franks." 

dealing with the various factories, 
purchasing wiping materials, mill 
ends, cotton fabric, remnants, lace 
and the like, which he then resold. 
After Minnie's untimely death 
in 1907, Frank married Annie 
Trebor. Having grown tired of 
traveling daily by horse and wagon 
from Providence, he decided to 
move his wife and his now four 
children to the village of Phenix 
in 1909. They were probably the 
first Jewish family in the village. 
He and Annie had four chil
dren: Jacob, Florence (Fenton) 
and Dorothy (Fox). Their daugh
ter Bessie died at an early age. 
Frank soon opened a small rem
nant and lace store next to his 
junkyard. The new store became 
very lucrative, and Frank was 
known for giving extra material 
to his loyal customers. 

A house near the Frank family's 
home, adjacent to the Methodist 
Church, was for sale. The owner 
had died, but the family would 
not sell to Jews. The minister, 
hearing this news, confronted the 
owners, saying, "Didn't you know 
Jesus was a Jew? You are sinning 
by not selling to these nice Jewish 
people." With that, they sold the 
house to the Franks. ·As more 
Jewish families moved into the 
area and there were enough men 
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From the Rhode Island Jewish Historical Association 

A West Warwick pioneer 
gation Ahavath Shalom ("love of 
peace"). The second floor became 
living quarters for a Hebrew 
teacher. Ten years later, it was 
transformed into a handsome, 
one-story, yellow-brick building 
complete with stained glass win
dows. 

David Frank & Son Building (1898); 
743 Main Street, Phenix 

At the onset of the Great 
Depression, Frank ordered his 
clerks to inform him of any 
theft, so that he could handle it 
personally. A clerk discovered a 
woman stealing and reported her 
to Frank. After questioning her 
- as he did many others who had 
fallen on hard times - he told her 
to take whatever she needed for 
her children and to pay him when 
she was able. He is known to 
have helped many needy people. 

Frank died suddenly in 1939 at 
the age of 65. His wife Annie and 
son Jacob continued operating D. 
Frank & Son, which had grown 
into a general dry goods store, 
dealing in import and domestic 
trade. It became the largest retail 
establishment in the Pawtuxet 
Valley. It closed some years after 
Annie Frank's death in 1962. 
The business and the building 
may be long gone, but the name 
D. Frank is still remembered. 

ESTABLISHED IN 1897 

D. FRANK & SON. INC. 
Graders & Manufacturers of 

COTTON RAYON TEXTILE 
MILL ENDS & ·wIPING MATERIALS 

DOMESTIC and EXPORT TRADE Denis Roch is the past president 
of the Pawtuxet Valley Preserva
tion and Historical Society. 

Telephone l1 alle y 1-5300 

CABLE ADDRESS " FRANKSON" 

to form a minyan, Frank began 
holding services in his own home. 
In 1915, Frank purchased a large 
brick building on Main Street. It 
had two storefronts on the first 
level, plus much-needed stor
age space on the upper level. The 
entire building became the home 
of D. Frank & Son, Inc., Deal-

ers in Cotton and Piece Goods. 
Frank eventually closed his junk
yard and the small remnant shop. 
His sons Harry and Jacob worked 
in the new facility; domestic and 
export trade were soon added to 
the business. 

By this time, the Jewish pop
ulation in West Warwick had 

"7'rying to care for aging parents 
shouldn'tage theiradultchildren 
as well" 
I'm Jenny Miller. I've devoted 
my life and career to assisting 
seniors and people with 
disabilities. My goal is to help 
them maintain their well-being, 
independence and dignity. If you 
or your family aren't sure where 
to turn, how to gather information 
or who can help-then get in 
touch with me today. 

W\\'\\, Sl'lli(ll"l'arcl'Olll'l'plsinl',COl11 

Phonl' : 4<H .:398.7655 

wwwjvhri.org 

now grown to about 30 families, 
who longed for a shul. In 1919, 
with the help of David Frank, 
his nephew Abraham Sternbach 
and five other individuals, a two
story wooden structure on M ain 
Street was purchased. The first
floor saloon was converted into a 
house of prayer named Congre-

Ihe Rhode Island Jewish His
torical Association is grateful for 
his research, which included an 
interview with Dorothy Frank 
in September 1983, on the Jewish 
community of West Warwick. Con
tact him at rochjdenis@aol.com. 

For more information about the 
Rhode Island Jewish Historical 
Association, contact Anne Sherman, 
the office manager at 331-1360 or 
rjhist@aol.com. 

Senior Homecare By Angels 
Select Your Caregiver! 

We know it isn't easy to invite someone 
into your home to provide homecare for 
a loved one. At Visiting Angels., you'll 
interview and select any caregiver we 
refer to you. 

Character Matters 
With Our Caregivers! 

Up to 24 hour care. Hygiene assistance, 
meal preparation, light housekeeping, 
rewarding companionship, family 
respite care, weekends, holidays. 

(401) 210-4664 
Serving All Rhode Island VuifiJ111. An l ~ j 

WWW V1s1tlngAngels com/RI -··o ge S ~ 
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ANTIQUES 

ANTIQUE 
ACQUISITIONS 

STU ALTMAN 
401-331-SOLD (7653) 

ESTATE ANTIQUES WANTED 
BUYING: 

ADVERTISING, BOOKS, CLOCKS, 
FOUNTAIN PENS, GLASS, LAMPS, LIGHTERS, 

MILITARY, PAINTINGS, PAPER, PHOTOS, POTTERY, 
RADIOS, SILVER, SPORTS, TOYS, WATCHES, ETC. 

ARCHITECT 

www.burmanarchitects.com 
burmanarchitects@fullchannel.net 

AUTOMOBILE SERVICES 
R.I. Inspection Station 
Full Service Auto Repair 

761 Hope St. 
Providence, RI 02906 

Phone 401-621-2348 
Fax: 401-831-6652 

BAR/BAR MITZVAH!WEDDINGS 

PINES 
CO FERE CE 

CENTER 
University of Rhode Island 

W. Alton Jones Campus 
West Greenwich, RI 

BAR/BAR MITZVAHfWEDDINGS 

Take the Oy Vey Out of 
Planning Your Big Day 

Capture your Simcho 
in a professional DVD from 

R.I. Video Pro 

COINS 

WE BUY COINS & JEWELRY 

• COINS& BAR5 
• US AND FOREIGN 
• PCGS-NGC authorized 

POORIJ COIN BCIIANGl INt 
Serving banks, anomeys, estates 
and the public for over 40 years. 

769 Hope St.,Providence 
SAME LOCATION SI NCE 1969 · LC 8041 401-861-7640 

COMPUTER REPAIR & SERVICE 

:~:o~~-~~t:1~i~~~~~:E 
Network Video Surveillance 

Virus/Spyware Removal 
Macintosh Repair 

On-Site Service• Remote Support 

Call Eric Shorr 331-0196 
Toll Free 800-782-3988 

SONICWAU~ 

110 Jefferson Blvd., Suite C • Warwick, RI• www.pctrouble.com 

in Thejewish Voice&Herald 

You 'll be glad you did. 

Contact TRICIA STEARLY 
401-421-4111, ext. 160 

iQ Larry B. Parness - Thinking outside the box 

Full service accounting firm providing 
busin= individual 

consulting 
Tax Preparation 

401-454-0900 • parnessl,f"1x.netcom.com 
128 Dorrance St. • Suite 520 • Providence, RI 02903 

You ve known me for your taxes. 
Now see me for the rest of your financial story. 

GENERAL SERVICES 
lt"s a Mltzvah to 

RENT-A-MENSCH 
Spc:cfallzlng in Service: for ~niors 
to ke:e:p you safe and se:curt in your home:. 

•?ropeny Maintenance and Management 
•Safety Inspections •nd Upgr,des to 

•m1rnm1ze fall nsks 
•maxtmtze convenience, efficiency 

and safety 

Wayne Rosenberg 

Tel, 401 -273-4642 • Mobile 617-633-6062 
www rentamensch.us 

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
The Largest Bath 

Showroom in Rhode Island 
Style at V Discounted Prices® 

Fall River, MA 
1-508-675-7433 

Plainville, MA 
1-508-843-1300 

I FREEWAY DRIVE 
CRANSTON, RI 
401-467-0200 
800-838-1119 

Have you met Tom Lopatosky? 
Find out what makes him different! 

Call for a FREE est1matel 
866.86.LOPCO (56726) or 401.270 2664 

or teXl LOPCO to 90210 

-~ ~ 
•Professional, Personable. Particuf.Jr Paint~ 

LopcoContracting.com 
RI REG '21ll1 • MA HIC #145887 

FOR ALL YOUR ADVERTISING NEEDS CONTACT: 

TRICIA STEARLY: 401-421-4111, ext. 160 · tstearly@shalomri.org 

READ US ON-LINE WWW.JVHRI.ORG - FRIEND US ON FACEBOOK 
wwwjvhri.org 
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CLASSIFIEDS 
AMBER FLOORS 10,000 

MASSAGES 
SINCE 1993 

The Guide will be mailed 
to every known Jewish 
household in Rhode 
Island and Southeastern 
Massachusetts with our 
September 30,2011 issue of 
The Jewish Voice & Herald, 
publisher of this informative 
handbook. 

Rates: 

Reserve early for 
premillllJ ad placement! 

Price 
Back Cover- glossy stock, 4-color .. ..... .. .. ... 1.475 
Inside front or back cover. 4-color ................. 1,325 
Full page 4-color glossy ....... .. .. ... ....... ..... ....... 1000 
Full page 4-color ........................... ............ ...... 825 
Full page spot color ..... . ................................. 670 
Full page b&\v ............................................... 780 
Half page 4-color glossy ........... .................... 500 
Half page 4-color ............... ... ......... .... . .... . .... 450 
Half page spot color ... ...... ... ........ .. ... ...... ... ... 410 
Half page b&w vertical or hori7..ontal ... ....... 300 

Tricia Stearly 
401-421-4111 ext 160 
tstearly@shalomri.org 

Call now for our spring pricing 
on sanding & refinishing your 
wood floors. Licensed (#34575) 
and Insured. 365-7730. Free 
Estimates. 

CEMETERY 
PLOTS 

Lincoln Park Cemetery, four 
contiguous sites. Designated 
2G at Sons of Zion Lane, 
Rubenstein Ave. These include 
perpetual care. Price $7,650. 
can 954-473-6833 or 847-975-
2800. 

INNKEEPER 
WANTED 

Innkeeper Wanted, Live-in 
Seasonal, Experienced 
for the only Kosher Bed 
& Breakfast! Duties 
Include cooking breakfast, 
accepting reservations, 
greeting guests and light 
housekeeping. Send 
resume to: eugenet@cox. 
net. 

You're in good hands. 
"Best of Boston" massage 
therapist, Cathryn Moskow, 
now practicing on East Side, 
Providence. Blend of Deep 
Tissue, Biodynamics and 
Swedish to relieve and rehab 
chronic pain, new conditions 
and just plain relax. 
For appointment, call 808-0837. 

To place 
a classified 

Contact 
Tricia Stearly: 

stearly@shalomri. 
org, or call 

421-4111,ext. 160 

OPEN RATES: S2Q per column inch• SPECIAL RATES: S 15 per column inch for ful •year advertisers of 
The Jewish Voice & Herald newspaper (25 insertions). 

COLOR: 4-color: Add S 150 • SPORT COLOR: Add $110 
MECHANICAL INFORMATION: 1 column width 2.25" • 2 column width 4.625• 

Ad Deadline August 22, 2011 • Publication date September 30, 2011 

Visit us online at: 
www.jvhri.org 

Ibe JEWISH VOICE & HElwD 
Business and Professional Directory 

INSURANCE 

Brier & Brier 
Personal Service ... Insurance Professionals 

245 Waterman Street, #505 I Providence, RI 02906 
401-75 1-2990 I JGBrier@aol.com 

www.brier-brier.com 

OPTICAL SHOP 

Spino's Eyeglass Gallery 
LUCIEN M. SPINO, Registered Optician 

145 Wayland Avenue 
Providence, RI 02906 

Phone: 831-7353 

Hours: Mon - l'ri: 9-6, Sat: 9-2 
Email: Spinos.eyeglass.gallery@gmail.com 

Prescriptions filled ... Designer eyewear ... Sunglasses 

Established in 1979 

Better Than a Billboard 

SALON SERVICES 

First time customers 
Receive a 20% discount 

with this ad. 

Not to be combined wffh other promotions 
'?;. ~- ··~ t- ~ • 

888 Smith Street, Providence • 401-331-4888 

FOR LESS THAN $28 PER ISSUE, YOUR BUSINESS CARD CAN BE HERE! 

1be JEWISH Vo1CE & HFRArn 
Call or e-mail today! 

• Tricia Stearly • 401-421-4111, ext 160 - email: tstearly@jfri.org 

wwwjvhri.org 
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Mter bombshell op-ed, questions for Richard Goldstone 

Can the damage 
be undone? 

Bv URIEL H EILMAN 

NEW YORK QTA) - Richard 
Goldstone's original U.N. report 
on the Gaza war of 2008-09 
landed like a bombshell in the 
public relations war over Israel, 
damaging Israel's reputation 
around the world with its finding 
that Israel potentially committed 
war crimes and crimes against 
humanity during its three-week 
war against Hamas. 

Now that Goldstone has issued 
a retraction of sorts - in the form 
of an op-ed in The Washing
ton Post exculpating Israel from 
the report's harshest allegations, 
including the claim that Israel 
intentionally targeted Palestinian 
civilians in Gaza - the question is 
whether the destruction wreaked 
by that bombshell can be undone. 

"We know a lot more today 
about what happened in the G aza 
war of 2008-09 than we did when 
I chaired the fact-finding mission 
appointed by the U.N. Human 
Rights Council that produced 
what has come to be known as 
the Goldstone Report," G oldstone 
wrote in the op-ed published April 
1. "If I had known then what I 
know now, the Goldstone Report 
would have been a different docu
ment." 

What· can be done a year and a 
half after the fact about a report 
that Israeli President Shimon 
Peres described at the time of its 
publication as a blood libel against 
the Jewish people? It's just one of a 
host of questions raised by Gold
stone's piece, titled "Reconsidering 
the Goldstone Report on Israel 
and war crimes." 

For one thing, if Goldstone 
really wanted to retract or amend 
his original report, why didn't he 
do so in the same forum in which 
he submitted the report, the 
United Nations? 

"U.N. reports are not can
celed on the basis of an op-ed in 
a newspaper," a spokesman for 
the U.N. Human Rights Coun
cil in Geneva, Cedric Sapey, told 
the A ssociated Press on Monday, 
April 4. 

Sapey said Goldstone would 
have to submit a formal request to 
the council to void the report; he 
has not. 

The reason probably lies in a 
talmudic reading of Goldstone's 
op-ed. G oldstone doesn't admit 
culpability. Rather, he regrets 
that his "fact-finding mission did 
not have evidence explaining the 
circumstances in which we said 
civilians in G aza were targeted, 
because it probably would have 
influenced our findings about 
intentionality and war crimes." 

For that, G oldstone blames 
"I srael's lack of cooperation." 

Leaving aside for the moment 
whether G oldstone did a subpar 
job in his original investigation 
by fa iling to get Israel 's side of the 

"The reason 
probab1y 1ies in a 

ta1mudic reading of 
Go1dstone's op-ed. 
Go1dstone doesn't 
admit cu1pabi1ity." 

story, or that the report's conclu
sion that Israel may have commit
ted war crimes impugned Israel by 
disguising conjecture as culpabil
ity, Goldstone's reconsideration 
raises the question of whether 
Israel would have been better off 
cooperating with the investigation 
rather than boycotting it. 

In his op-ed, Goldstone ascribes 
his change of position to subse
quent Israeli investigations that 
have presented new, credible evi
dence that was not available to 

lifeguard Classes 
Locations in Providence Newport Warwick 
Re-certifications welcome 
Authorized by the American Red Cross 
Lifeguard Training •CPR• First Aid • AED 
www.nelifesaving.com 

STU ALTMAN 
401-331-SOLD (7653) 

ESTATE ANTIQUES WANTED 
BUYING: 

ADVERTISING , BOOKS, CLOCKS, 
FOUNTAIN P E NS, GLASS, LAMPS, LIGHTERS, 

MILITARY, PAINTINGS. PAPER , PHOTOS, POTTERY, 
RADIOS, S ILVER , SPORTS, TOYS , WATCHES, ETC. 

vindicated not only Israel's actions 
in the Gaza war but the humani
tarian nature of the Israel Defense 
Forces' approach to combat. 

They did not address the ques
tion of whether or not it had 
been a mistake to boycott Gold
stone's probe in the first place, and 
whether cooperating would have 
changed the crux of a report that 
caused irreparable harm to Israel 's 
reputation. 

"There are very few instances 
in which those who disseminate 
libels retract their libel; this hap
pened in the case of the Goldstone 
Report," Prime Minister Benja
min N etanyahu said on Sunday, 
April 3, at the start of his weekly 
Cabinet meeting. 

RICHARD GOLDSTONE 
"Goldstone himself said that all 

of the things that we have been 
saying all along are correct: that 
Israel never intentionally fired at 
civilians and that our inquiries 
operated according to the high
est international standards," the 

him when he conducted his origi
nal probe. 

"The allegations of intentionali ty 
by Israel were based on the deaths 
of and injuries to civilians in situ
ations where ou r fact-fi nding mis
sion had no evidence on which to 
draw any other reasonable conclu
sion," Goldstone wrote. "While 
the investigations published by the 
Israeli military and recognized in 
the U. N . committee's report have 
established the validity of some 
incidents that we investigated in 
cases involving individual soldiers, 
they also indicate that civilians 
were not intentionally targeted as 
a matter of policy." 

Had Israel shared that informa
tion while he was conducting his 
investigation, Goldstone suggests, 
the report would have been much 
different. 

At the time, Israeli officials 
decided to boycott and discredit 
Goldstone's investigation. Israel 
argued that the probe's mandate 
from the U.N. Human Rights 
Council, a body hopelessly biased 
against Israel, made it impos
sible to get a fair shake. Indeed, 
the council's original mandate for 
the investigation prejudged Israel 
as guilty, calling for a probe into 
Israel's "massive violations of the 

human rights of the Palestinian 
people" but not including a si milar 
call to investigate H amas. 

But that was before the council 
turned the investiga
tion over to Gold
stone, who had bona 
fide credentials as a 
friend of Israel and 
the Jewish people. 
Goldstone, who is 
Jewish, was a member 
of the board of gov
ernors of Jerusalem's 
H ebrew University 
(he was subsequently 
ejected), a former 
president of the 
Jewish educational 
organization World 
ORT and a board 
member of a Brandeis 

BENJAMIN NETANYAHU 

University ethics institute. 
Goldstone agreed to under

take the investigation only if the 
mandate was changed to include a 
probe of Palestinian actions in the 
Israel-H amas conflict. The council 
obliged. 

But Israel's stance remained 
unchanged, and it opted to ignore 
Goldstone, at a heavy price. 

This week, Israeli officials wel
comed what they described as 
Goldstone's retraction, saying it 

Israeli leader said. "This leads us to 
call for the immediate cancellation 
of the Goldstone Report." 

For his part, Goldstone declined 
to talk to reporters this week 
about his reconsideration, why he 
published it as an op-ed rather 
than straightening the record in 
the United Nations, and why he 
decided to write it now. Gold
stone declined to respond to JTA 
requests for comment. 

Peres thanks U.S. Congress for unwavering support to Israel 

DURING HIS RECENT 
U.S . visit, Israel's Presi
dent Shimon Peres said 

to U.S. Speaker of the H ouse 
John Boehner, "In the name of 
the State of Israel, I thank the 
U .S. Congress for the bipartisan, 
steadfast and unwavering support 
of the State oflsrael," according to 
statement released by Peres' office. 

Peres, who visited the United 
States in early April, held a work
ing meeting Boehner and other 
key leaders, including the H ouse 
Majority Leader Eric Cantor, 
Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi, 
among others. Peres' trip to Wash
ington, D .C . included meetings 
with President Barack Obama and 
Vice President Joe Eiden. 

wwwjvhri.org 

/ Mark Neyman/GPO 

SHIMON PERES and VICE PRESIDENT JOSEPH BIDEN enjoy 
a moment of levity in the White House on April S. 



OBITUARIES 
Muriel (Kaplan-Rothstein) 

Goldblatt, 80 
ELSEWHERE - Muriel Goldblatt, 
of Manchester, N.H., died March 

2. She was the wife 
of the late Arthur 
Rothstein and 
Berton Goldblatt. 
Born in Providence, 
she was a daughter 
of the late Samuel 

~~--~ and Rose (Glasten) 
Kaplan. 

She resided in Cranston and 
Narragansett; West Palm Beach, 
Fla. ; and recently Manchester, 
N.H. 

A member of the Cranston 
Jewish Center and Temple Sinai, 
she enjoyed teaching ceram
ics, playing mah jongg, spending 
time on the beach and cooking 
for family and friends. She was 
a modern, open-minded woman 
who relished her grandchildren's 
stories and took the utmost pride 
in their accomplishments. 

She is survived by her children 
Susan Rothstein-Kisler (Charles) 
of Golden, Colo.; and Dr. Steven 
A. Rothstein (Karen) of Manches
ter, N.H; her four grandchildren, 
Kimberly Kisler of Los Angeles, 
Calif. , Morgan Kisler of San Diego, 
Calif., Drew Rothstein of Boston, 
Mass., and Aaron Rothstein of 
Manchester, N.H. She is also sur
vived by her close fr iend and sis
ter-in-law, Melba Kaplan of Rhode 
Island. She was the sister of the 
late Joseph and James Kaplan and 
Lillian Berman. 

Donations may be made to the 
American Heart Association, 2 
Wall St. , Manchester, NH 03101 or 
Temple Adath Yeshurun Brother
hood, Samuel Sugarman Schol
arship Fund, 152 Prospect St., 
Manchester, NH 03104. 

Albert Gordon, 96 
PROVIDENCE - Albert Gordon, 
of Providence, died April 8. He 
was the husband of the late Edith 
(Sonkin) Gordon. Born in Seattle, 
Wash., he was the son of the late 
Max and Ida (Parker) Gordon. 

The founder and chief executive 
officer of Clifford Metal Sales in 
Providence, he was active nation
ally in the copper and brass indus
try, and served as president of 
the Copper and Brass Warehouse 
Association. He was very active in 
national and Rhode Island Jewish 
organizations and was a member 
of Temple Beth-El and a former 
president of its brotherhood. 

He is survived by his children, 
Nancy Gordon and her husband 
Richard Rogers of Little Comp
ton, and Michael Gordon and his 
wife Debra of Stamford, Conn.; 
his grandchildren, Hilary Bux
baum and her husband David, 
Joel Gordon and his wife Julie, 
Leah Feldman and her husband 
David. Matthew Gordon and 
Sarah Gordon ; and his great
grandchildren, Jaden, Alexa, and 
Ella Buxbaum and Molly Feldman. 
He was the father of the late Jef
frey and Arlene Gordon; father
in-law of the late Patricia Gordon; 
and brother of the late Elsie Abra 
hams. 

Contribution may be made to 
Rabbi Gutterman Discretionary 
Fund at Temple Beth-El or to lym
phoma or breast cancer research. 

Bernard D. Sadow, 85 
RYE, N.Y. - Bernard Sadow, the 
inventor of wheels on luggage, 
died March 30. A native of New 
Bedford, Mass., he served in the 
~ Navy in the South 
1§§ Pacific . during World 
p---=; War II. His unit did 

aerial photography that aided in 
making invasion maps. 

During most of his work life, 
he was in the luggage business in 
sales, design and innovation. He 
had many patented inventions, 
but his most famous was wheels 
on luggage. He traveled the world 
looking for material and making 
connections. He was known for 
his boyish enthusiasm and his 
eternal optimism. 

He is survived by his wife, two 
children and a granddaughter. 
Contributions may be sent to Hos
pice and Palliative Care of West-

a 
~ 

chester, 311 North St., Ste 204, 
W hite Plains, NY 10605. 

Dr. Eugene 
Schoenfeld, 71 

BARRINGTON - Dr. Eugene 
Schoenfeld, of 94 Governor Brad
ford Drive, died April 9 in The 
Miriam Hospital. He was the hus
band of Shula (Glantz) Schoen
feld , for 49 years. Born in Bronx, 
NY, a son of the late Nathan and 
Bella (Racond) Schoenfeld, he had 
lived in Barrington for 36 years, 
previously residing in Buffalo, N.Y. 

A dermatologist in private prac
tice in Warwick for 35 years , he 
was also a dermatological con
sultant at Kent Hospital. He was 
an Air Force veteran who served 
stateside during the Vietnam con-

flict. A 1963 graduate of 
1a§ the National University 
~ of Mexico City, he did 

his residency in internal 
medicine at Rhode Island Hos
pital and his residency in derma
tology at Roswell Park Memorial 
Hospital in Buffalo, N,Y. ; he was 
a clin ical instructor in dermatol
ogy at Brown University. He was a 
member of Temple Habonim. 

He was the father of Dr. Alexan 
der Leon Schoenfeld and his wife 
Suzanne of Tucson, Ariz.; Ilana 
Lynn Schoenfeld of Holliston, 
Mass.; and Miriam Tamar Schaerf 
and her husband Jonathan of Bar
rington. He was the grandfather of 
Rose, Jade, Sophie and Joshua. 

Contributions may be made to 
t he American Cancer Society. 

Yetta (Tabachnik) 
Segal, 96 

PROVIDENCE - Yetta Segal , a 
resident of Washington, D.C., and 
Rockville , Md., before moving to 
Providence five years ago, died 
April 5. She was the wife of the 
late Rabbi Henry Segal. Born in 
Kovno, Lithuania, she was the 
daughter of the late Rabbi Moses 
M. and Sarah Tabachnik. 

She was very active in the 
Jewish community of Washing
ton, D.C. for more than SO years. 
A devoted rebbitzen, she was a 
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superb Jewish educator, a lifelong 
volunteer and national leader of 
Hadassah, and a lover of Israel and 
of the Hebrew language. 

She is survived by her children, 
Judy and Arthur Robbins of Provi
dence; Drs. Amiel and Chariklia
Tziraki Segal of Jerusalem, Israel ; 
and Daniel and Sheila Segal of 
Merion Station, Penn. ; her devoted 
grandchildren, Alisa , Dan, Caro
lyn, Jim, Mark, Amy, Melina, Larry, 
Lila , Ohr, Elyana , Manoli, Josh, 
Jenn, Eli and Shana ; and many 
great-grandchildren. She was the 
sister of the late Jacob Tabachnik 
and Rabbi Joseph Tabachnik. 

Donations may be made to the 
Rabbi Henry and Yetta Segal Edu
cation Endowment at B'na i Israel 
Congregation, 6301 Montrose Rd., 
Rockville, MD. 

Evelyn R. (Faber) 
Stepak, 88 

PROVIDENCE - Evelyn Stepak, of 
353 Blackstone Blvd ., Providence, 
died Apri! 7. Born in Providence, 
she was the daughter of the late 
Saul and Dorothy (Goldman) 
Faber. She was married to the 
late Samuel Stepak for 64 years. 
She is survived by her children, 
Steve and Jane (Susan) , grand
son Gabriel , brothers Stanley and 
Samuel Faber, and many nieces 
and nephews. 

A graduate of Hope High 
School and Rhode Island Col 
lege, she taught in the public 
schools, at the JCC pre-school and 
tuto red children individually. She 
also worked at the Rhode Island 
Jewish Historical Association and 
volunteered as the floor director 
for the 'Senior Journal' television 
show for many years. She was a 
member of Temple Beth-El and its 
Sisterhood, and a life member of 
Na'amat, the Rhode Island Jewish 
Historical Association and The 
Miriam Hospital Women's Asso
ciation. 

She had a heart of gold and was 
a dedicated wife , mother, daugh
ter and sister. A faithful friend , she 

was always there w it h a kind word 
and helping hand. Her listening 
ear, generous spirit and inspiring 
activism will be deeply missed. 

Donations may be made to 
Temple Beth-El , Smile Train or 
your favorite charity. 

Edith (Caplin) 
Sugerman, 94 

CRANSTON - Edith Sugerman, 
a resident of Cranston, died April 
5. Born in Worcester, Mass., she 

----, was the wife of the 
late David L. Suger
man and the daughter 
of the late Jacob and 

' Mary (Levine) Caplin. 
A 1938 graduate 

of the University of 
Rhode Island, she was 

a retired teacher in Cranston. 
She is survived by her daugh

ters, Susan Harrington and Debra 
Catley; grandchildren, Jen Hadley, 
Kim Herb, Guy Harrington, and 
Jay Catley; and four great-grand
children. She was the sister of 
Barbara Ganek and the late Harry 
and Burton Caplin. 

Donations may be made to 
the Jewish Eldercare of RI / JSA, 
100 Niantic Ave., Providence, RI 
02907. 

Ilene M. Winegard, 72 
RIVERSIDE - Ilene Winegard died 
April 1 at Brigham and Women's 
Hospital in Boston. 

She was the wife of Robert 
Winegard. They were married for 
52 years. Born in New Bedford, 
Mass., a daughter of the late David 
and Dorothy (Sher) Brodsky, she 
resided in Riverside. 

She was a broker/ owner of 
ReMax Heritage in East Provi
dence. She was the mother of 
Leibel W inegard and his wife, 
Judy, of Las Angeles, Calif. and 
Michael W inegard of North Kings
town. The sister of the la_te Audrey 
Rosen, she was the grandmother 
of Zev, Ari and Shira. 

To All of Our Fri,ends, 
Relatives & Staff 

We wish you a 

HAPPY PASSOVER! 
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IMMIGRANTS bond through shared experiences of creating new lives 
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their bodies into yoga's seemingly 
impossible positions and got to 
know one another. 

"It's instead of a psychiatrist," 
said Margarita Mamaysky. "It's 
for health, but it's also because 
we trust each other. We can 
share secrets with each other and 
it's very healthy when you can 
express yourself." When the yoga 
class was no longer offered, the 
women simply organized a class of 
their own, with Valentina Laznik 
taking professional yoga classes 
elsewhere, then leading a class for 
her friends. 

"She is the most important 
person, who made it all pos
sible!" Khykin said. "Her love for 
yoga and ability to teach what she 
learned at the professional yoga 
classes are actually the reason 
that our group survived and is 
still alive." The yoga group means 
so much to them, and not just for 
health reasons. 

This is how we stick together," 
Khykin said. 

Their friendship is based on 

FREYDA EFES, Margarita Mamaysky's mother, worked 
as a pediatrician in Russia for almost 40 years. 

some major commonalities. All Even in the face of oppression of the small study rooms, using 
are immigrants from the former and persecution it can be difficult many visual aids: photographs of 
Soviet Union, who left in search to uproot an entire life. "For me, his father, his wife and children, 
of a better life for themselves and it was like going to the moon," and a variety of paper mementos 
their children. Unable to receive Mamaysky said. It took her hus- of the last 71 years. 
equal treatment in their society or band, Arkady, 10 years to con- Telling the history of the 
openly practice their religion, they vince her to leave Odessa, in the strained relations between the 
left the only home they had ever Ukraine. He was proud of being Soviet Union and its Jewish resi
known and came to a country that Jewish in a time and place where dents, he said simply, "They brain
the government propaganda had such behavior could get you fired wash [you), from childhood." His 
vilified. or worse. "He could not accept father, a volunteer in the army 

"In our family it never was a that some drunken person on the during the Russian revolutionary 
question of leaving Russia ... my bus would yell 'It's too bad that war of 1917, believed the propa
dad realized it was not the best Hitler did not kill everybody.' ganda about how wicked the Jews 
country but, this is our mother- The whole bus was silent. They were - at least until he started !is
land - this is how it was," Mamay- fought," Mamaysky said. tening to foreign radio stations, 
sky said. · Being Jewish in the Soviet like the Voice of America and the 

She and her friends explain the Union would, at best, limit oppor- BBC. It was not long before the 
difficulties they faced getting into tunities for success and, at worst, Soviet leaders jammed the outside 

college. Many --------------------------- frequency, and 
of them have the young soldier 
degrees in some "We did not know our holidays. Creating could no longer 
branch of engi- hear them. H e did 
neering, because or owning matzah was forbidden." not give up, how-
the engineering ever, and could 
schools were the still hear bits and 
ones most likely to accept Jewish 
students. 

"I always wanted to be a teacher, 
it was my dream; but then in 
Russia, to get the college of your 
choice, for Jewish kids this was 
a problem." Mamaysky said that 
despite her excellent grades, she 
was not allowed into the teach
ing school. One of the profes
sors asked her father for a bribe 
to allow her admittance, but he 
refused to pay. She now holds a 
degree in mechanical engineering 
instead. 

Khykin remembers the anxiety 
and confusion that came with cele
brating Jewish traditions, of which 
her mother tried to keep track. 
"We did not know our holidays," 
she said. H er town in Belarus had 
no synagogue, so Passover matzah 
was made in a neighbor's basement 
and smuggled home in suitcases. 
Creating or owning matzah was 
forbidden. 

generate violence and societal 
rejection. The strict migration 
laws did readily permit the seem
ingly unwanted residents to leave. 
H owever, between 1945 and 1991 
an estimated two million Soviet 
Jews managed to emigrate. Under 
Mikhail Gorbachev's leader
ship in the late 1980's, the policy 
changed, allowing far more citi
zens were allowed to leave than 
ever before. Then, many Jewish 
men and women seized' the chance 
to start new lives in countries 
more supportive of their religion, 
such as Israel or the United States. 

"When Gorbachev opened the 
door, we took the opportunity," 
Khykin said. 

Though they knew better things 
awaited them, the journey to a life 
in a new country would be a dif
ficult one. 

In another part of Rhode Island, 
Vladimir Pyatov pours over his
tory books at the Warwick public 
library. He tells his story in one 

pieces through the jainming, com
paring Western media statements 
with what Soviet state-controlled 
newspapers were saying on the 
same subjects . 

Pyatov said he felt loyal to 
Russia growing up and rarely 
encountered anti-Semitism 
himself because he had a Rus
sian last name. H owever, he saw 
how his friends and other Jews 
were treated during Stalin's rule, 
including the infamous "doctors' 
plot," in which Jewish doctors 
were accused of intentionally poi
soning Soviet leaders as part of an 
alleged Jewish conspiracy. 

"I was in school when Stalin 
died, and people had been so 
brainwashed that some cried in 
the streets. It had been a cult. 
H e was like a god," Pyatov says. 
"Russia had a lot of dictators - but 
never one like him, because he 
killed almost the same [number] 
of people as had died in the war." 

Like Mamaysky and her 
wwwJvhri.org 

/ Courtesy Vladimir Pyatov 

This picture is of LEONID MICHAELOVICH PYATOV, Vladimir Pyatov's 
father, during World War II. In the photo, you can see the Badge of 
Guard troops on the left and the medal for bravery, one of the high
est medals given to soldiers in Russia, on the right. 
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friends, Pyatov also studied engi
neering, working tirelessly at his 
job, researching and designing 
mechanical processes. His love of 
his career, and burgeoning Ph.D. 
dissertation, kept him committed 
to life in the Soviet Union. But 
outside politics began to change 
his mind. ''After Israel was born, 
there was a rise of nationalistic 
feeling [among) the Jews." 

Israel's victory during the Six 
Day War in 1967 led Pyatov to 
consider 

leaving Moscow, where he had 
spent his entire life. "It was sick 
to listen to Soviet radio ... so anti
Israel." But his work on his disser
tation prevented him from leaving 
at that time, and once the Soviet 
Union went to war with Afghani-

stan in 1979, the door was closed 
to emigration until Gorbachev 
took over and made some policy 
changes. 

"When Gorbachev came to 
power I decided 'the window of 
opportunity can close again,' so 
I was the first wave of those emi
grants," Pyatov said. He was cer
tainly not alone. 

Tori Hitchiner, a senior at the Uni
versity of Rhode Island, is an intern 
with 1he Jewish Voice & H erald. 
Contact her at tori.hitchiner@gmail. 
com. 

R ead Part II of the Soviet immi
grant experience in the April 29 issue 
of1he Jewish Voice & Herald. 
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~ ~_Happy Passover 

Calling all gardeners 
and handy homemakers 

We want your 
pictures, your stories 

HAVE YOU committed 
to a 21st century version 
of a Victory Garden? D o 

you eschew vegetable gardens, 
but adore wildflowers and Scotch 
Broom in your abundantly verdant 
back yard? Are you a handyman 
or handywoman who might share 
your home maintenance tips with 
some of craft-impaired readers 
(that would be me, the executive 
editor!) 

W e're eager for stories and pic
tures for ou r upcoming H omes, 
Gardens and Real Estate issue 
of The Jewish Voice & H erald, 
coming out on April 29. 

D on't hide your garden - or 
you r talent - under a bushel! Send 
pictures, stories and ideas ASAP 
to nkirsch@shalomri.org or to 
Nancy Kirsch, The Jewish Voice & 
H erald, 401 Elmgrove Ave., Prov
idence, RI 02906; call her at 421-
4111, ext. 168. D on't wait another 
minute, time's passing! 

FOR LIFE PLANNING, 
l'o u needfinancial planning 

Ameriprise C3, 
It~ 

Daniel A. Gamm, CRPC® 
Financial Advisor 

24 Pettaconsett Ave 
Cranston, RI . 02920 

401.270.2197 

www.ameripriseadvisors.com/daniel.a.gamm 

Come meet my team • A holistic approach 

Cd us tor ,1 L'omplinwnt,l', l'1>nsult,1t1on 

The initial consultation provides an overview 
of financia l planning concepts. 

You w ill not receive written analysis and/ or recommendations. 

Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc., Member FINRA and SIPC 

From the Staff 
of 

The Jewish Voice · 
& Herald 

Remembrance and Celebration 
JCC Social Hall 401 Elmgrove Avenue, Providence 

Israel 
Memorial 

Day 

Yorn Hazikaron 
Ceremony 

Sunday, May 8. 2011 
4 lyar 5771 @ 7pm 

Israel's 
53rd 

Birthday 

fJ.~ 

Yorn Ha'atzmaut 
Tuesday, May 10, 2011 

6 lyar 5771 @ 6:30 - 9pm 

Performance by JCDS. Temple Habonim. 
Shire1nu from Temple S1na1 Temple Agudas Ach1m . 

Shir Shalom and Kol Echad from Temple Beth-El 
Children's Crafts 

tsraei Birthday Cake • Hummus Tasting Competition 
Israeli Food for Sale by Divine Providence Catering 

~ ••· ,~,:, l\, sronsl)re,:1 :::::, 
Jewist, Alhdnce of Greater Rhode Island . Rhode Island Board of Rabbis 

and Consulate Gencrnl of Israel New England 

The Alef List: Happenings for Hip Jews 

Rock Climbing at 

Rock Spot Climbing 
Lincoln, RI 

Wednesday, May 4 
7:30 pm - 9:30 pm 
$10 with RSVP and pre-pay 
$15 at the door 

RSVP by 4/ 29 
Please make check payable 
to Rock Spot Climbing 
and mail to : 

Jewish Alliance of Greater RI 
Attention: Wendy Joering 

401 Elmgrove Avenue 
Providence, RI 02906 

presents 

The Alef List and Next D'or 

partner together for the 
next Salon Series featuring 

Rabbi Mack 

Thursday, May 19 
7:00 pm - 9:00 pm 

India Restaurant 
1060 Hope Street, Providence 

Free apps/cash bar 
RSVP by 5/16 

Kindly RSVP for both events 
to Wendy Joering at 
wjoering@shalomri.org or 
401.421.4111 X 169. 

** *** ** Jewish Alliance 
OF GREATER RHODE ISLAND 

The Alef List is a p rogram of 
Together, we are stronger. 

cwwwjyhri.org 
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private duty companion care • light housekeeping • laundry • shopping 

errands & appointments • home health aide services • overnight care 

meal planning • medication management • dementia care 

NC 
companion~ derviced 

401-725-8400 I www.ConcordHomeCare.com 

Bonded and Insured I CHAP Accredited I Available 24/7 

wwwjvhri.org 


