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FROM GENERATION TO G ENERATION Alliance leaders 
respond to 
community 

concerns 
Restructuring issues 

addressed in two 
separate forums 

Am.erican 
Wallpaper 

sticks to 
business 

Though product offerings 
evolve, customer service 

stays constant 

B Y NA NCY K111sc11 
nkirsch@shalomri.org 

FALL RIVER, M ass. - Early in the 20th 
century - when Fall River, M ass. was a 
thriving tex tile town - Samuel E hrenhaus, 
then a young salesman fo r an import com
pany, called on customers along the Eastern 
seaboard. He looked around, said his son, 
Abraham "Ab" Ehrenhaus, and thought 

/Nancy Kirsch 

BY N ,1NCY K111sc11 
nkirsch@shalomri.org 

W OFTEN HEA R politi
ans and others in leadership 
ositions say, "Mistakes were 

made," inferring that some 
other, unnamed individual made them. H ere, 
Minna Ellison, the interim president and 
chief executive officer of the Jewish Alliance 
of G reater Rhode Island, said, "I made mis
takes." 

WALLPAPER, Page 19 LEAH HERSH, KENNY HERSH and ABRAHAM "AB " EHRENHAUS 

In the face of contentious comments and 
rumors, as well as personal attacks levied 
against Ellison - via emails, phone calls and 
face-to-face meetings - she's forthright about 
her mistakes. What were they? She failed, 
she said, to anticipate the firestorm of emo
tion that arose after several Alliance employ
ees were laid off on M onday, April 11, and 
failed to involve Marisa G arber and Mindy 
Stone, the co-chairs of the Early Childhood 
Committee, an active and engaged parent-led 
group of the Early Childhood Center (ECC), 
and D oug Emanuel, chair of the Life and 
Learning Committee. 

Strangers in a strange land 

VLADIMIR PYATOV IN 2009 

HIAS, ]CC support for 
new immigrants eases 

transition 
B Y Ton, H1Tc 111 NEH 

Special to 7he Voice & H erald 

Editor's note: 7his is Part II of a two-part 
series that began in the April 15 issue of 7he 
Jewish Voice & H erald. VADIMIR PYATOV said, 

When G orbachev came to 
ower, I realized that the 

window of opportuniry could 
close again, so I was in the fi rst wave of 
those emigrants." Pyatov was certainly not 
alone. 

In order to leave the Soviet Union, 
Jewish emigrants had to declare that they 
were going to Israel. It was a long and dif
ficult process, requiring an invitation from 
the Israeli government and a bit of imagi-

MAKING, Page 33 

REP. PAUL RYAN (R-Wis.) 

Jewish groups face 
big cuts by Congress 

How do they navigate a 
bipartisan tightrope? 

Bv RoN KAMPEAS 

WASHINGTON, D.C. QTA) - In the 
showdown over the 2012 U.S. budget, 
Jewish organizations clearly fall on one 

FINDING, Page 25 

"We need to do a better job in communicat
ing," Ellison acknowledged. "Many parents, 
for example, don't realize that the Alliance's 
Annual Communiry Campaign allocates 
$100,000 a year to the ECC - and that's 
before any families receive scholarship funds." 
That $100,000 allocation equals, said Ellison, 
slightly more than $1,000 per child per year. 

As for the decision itself? She is confident 
that the restructuring decision, albeit painful, 
that she and several other senior staff members 
made, in collaboration with Alliance officers, 
was the right one. 

On the evening of Sunday, April 17 - as 
many people were finalizing their pre-Seder 
arrangements - Ellison, M anny daRosa, 

MOVING, Page 7 
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A Jewish clown 
comes to town 

B Y NA 'CY KJRSCII 

nkirsch@shalomri.org 

PROVIDENCE - It was a perfect 
storm: I happened to be having 
breakfast with a friend at Rue 
De L'espoir on Friday, April 5, I 
happened to have a copy of The 
Voice & Herald with me, and I 
happened to have my camera with 
me. So, when two clowns came in 
to the restaurant, my journalist's 
curiosity got the best of me. 

"Jews have a long 
history of comedy 

and slapstick." 

Who knew? 

/ Nancy Kirsch 

And, believe it or not, there are 
Jewish clowns - Michael Richter, 
originally from Canaan, N.H., is 
Jewish! Although being a clown 
may not be a typical career for a 
"nice Jewish boy," he reminded me 
in a later phone interview, "Jews 
have a long history of comedy and 
slapstick - from Teller [of Penn 
& Teller] in Las Vegas to Uerry] 
Seinfeld and everyone in between." 

MICHAEL RICHTER, left, and JOEL JESKE at Rue De L'espoir 

Were his parents happy about 
his career choice? "They were sup
portive of me growing up," he said. 
"And you reap what you sow - they 
were the ones who shipped me off 
to [circus] camp." 

Richter, now 24, has been with 
Ringling Brothers since 2004; 
after touring for four years with 

the circus, he now focuses on 
advance work - coming into cities 
and towns days before the circus 
comes to town to generate excite
ment and enthusiasm. 

What's a Passover seder Ii ke 
with a Jewish clown? "I could 
juggle some hardboiled eggs or 
do a pratfall when I get out of the 
chair, but lately I've tried to be a 
bit more reserved. My younger 
cousins, though, say 'Elijah can 

Live in elegant surroundings. enriched with a 
distinctive cultural ambiance. An unparalleled level 
of service and amenities , and the support you need 
for your safety and peace of mind . 

Choose from spacious studio. one or two 
bedroom apartments - and studio or companion 
apartments in our Renaissance Memory Support wing. 

To arrange a personal visit, call Dianne: j 
401-732-0037 • www.tamariskri.org 

wait, the seder can wait. We need a 
show from Mike.'" 

Clowning, he said, "is a job; it 
takes a lot of work, but it's fun." 

The Ringling Brothers Circus per
forms a, the Dunkin' D onuts Center 
on Friday, April 29 through Sunday, 
May 1. For more information, visit 
www.Ringling.com or call 331-
6702. 

TH£ PUY L LIS S PERSTtlN 

TAMARISK 
ASSISTfO L Vl"IG RESIDENCE 

3 Shalom Drive, Warwick, RI 02886 
Where Life is Celebrated '" 

Assisted lmng • Renaissance Memory Support Celebrations Adull Day Services • Respite Care 

0 : g:~~n~~~ Jewish Seniors Agency of RI 
AKam_lH<ll_ 
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COMMUNITY 

/Brian Sullivan 

A pre-Passover seder 
ON FRIDAY, APRIL 1S, children in the Early Childhood Center 

program enjoyed a model seder with their teachers and parents. 

THE WARM-UP GUY 

created by and starring 
The Tonight Show's comedy host 

Bob Perlow 
written by 

Bob Perlow and Steven Feinberg 

directed by 
Steven Feinberg 

produced by 

Robert Sweet 

Limited Engagement 
Playing at 

All Tickets $ 1 S 
for ficker.s go to: 

www.ricornedyconnecr10n.com 
or Cal/ i401 J 438-8383 

The Comedy Connection 
39Warren Ave, East Providence, RI 

Like Bob Perlow 
on Facebook May 5 & May 12 

at8:00 PM 
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Eisen engages many audiences at Temple Emanu-El 
Chancellor of ]TS 

discusses future 
of Conservative 

movement 

B, D AV ID L ONDON 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

PROVIDENCE - "Th is is the 
best time in the history of the 
world to be Jewish," said Dr. 
Arnold Eisen, chancellor of the 
Jewish Theological Seminary, at 
a Kiddush luncheon on Saturday, 
April 9 at Temple Emanu-El. W e 
are at a time, he continued, where 
"we can take seriously all the best 
of our Jewish traditions, while 
fully engaging with all the benefits 
of the modern world." 

During a weekend of study, 
prayer and dialogue at Temple 
Emanu-El, Eisen, an award-

The [teens] thought 
it was cool that the 

world leader of 
the Conservative 

movement wanted 
to hear what they 

had to say." 

winning writer and a leading 
advocate for Judaism in North 
America, brought the message 
of the Conservative movement to 
both adult and youth members of 
the congregation: "Our Judaism is 
alive and well in the world in ways 
it could never have imagined in 
17th century Poland; we are living 
in the enlightenment, and our 
Judaism will surely benefit if we 
work hard to create future genera
tions of'serious' Jews." 

Ritual has the abil
ity to bring people 
together across broad 
divides. We might 
disagree on philoso
phy, theology and pol
itics - but we can all 
dance with the Torah 
on Simhat Torah; we 
can light candles and 
share a festive meal 
together. 

At the conclu-

CHANCELLOR ARNOLD EISEN 

sion of the Kiddush 
luncheon on Satur
d ay, Eisen engaged 
the congregation in 
a lively question and 
answer session on 
many topics, includ
ing observance, 

On Friday night, Eisen deliv
ered an address entitled "Re
imagining Conservative Judaism 
for the 21st century." In it, he 
identified the two major histori
cal factors that led to the founding 
of the three major movements of 
Judaism, namely the "indescrib
able impact" of enlightenment 
and emancipation upon the Jews 
of Europe. H e called these factors 
crucial to our understanding of the 
modern Jewish movements, and 
to the extent Judaism has become 
part of the modern world, and the 
modern world part of our Judaism. 

Speaking at services Satur
day morning on Parashat Tazria, 
Eisen noted that ritual gives us the 
ability, despite the chaos around 
us, to "get things right." H e 
explained that each of us is flawed 
- we consistently fall short of our 
aspirations to be better spouses, 
parents and teachers - but with 
ritual "we can get it right!" We 
can focus for one minute on saying 
Kiddush ancl'we have brought order 
to the chaos; we can sit around our 
Seder table and discuss the exodus 
from Egypt and we have fulfilled 
our duties - we have achieved 
something. 

intermarriage and 
gender issues. Many of the con
versations reflected the findings of 
his book, "The Jew Within," co
authored with sociologist Steven 
Cohen, in which they discuss a 
modern Jewish phenomenon, the 
"sovereign self." That is, the con
cept prevalent in most modern 
Jews that the extent to which 
Judaism matters to us is part 
of our life experience and daily 
routine, and entirely the result 
of ou r own personal autonomy, 
with little concept of the tradi
tionally-understood obligations 
of communal experiences or peo
plehood. On Saturday, after the 
question and answer session with 
the entire congregation, Eisen 
met with teenagers from Temple 
Emanu-El and the New England 
Regional USY board, who were 
invited to ask questions about 
Conservative Judaism, Jewish 
youth education, faith or anything 
else. They thought it was "pretty 
cool" that the world leader of the 
Conservative movement wanted to 
hear what they had to say. 

The Educational W eekend with 
Chancellor Eisen was made pos
sible by funds created in memory 

of Rabbi Morris G. and Rebbitzen 
Diana Silk, and Peter J . and Anna 
C. Woolf. Suzanne Silk Klein, the 
daughter of the Silks, was recog
nized in attendance and thanked. 

Eisen, before being appointed 
chancellor of the Jewish Theo
logical Seminary CTTS) in 2007, 
received degrees from University 
of Pennsylvania, Oxford Univer
sity and Hebrew University, and 
held faculty positions at Stanford 
University, Tel Aviv University 
and Columbia University. H e has 
led a transformation of the edu
cation of religious leadership for 
Conservative Judaism, developed 
innovative programs in synagogue 
arts and practices, adult education, 
pastoral care, Jewish thought, and 
interreligious dialogue. 

Founded in 1886 with a mission to 
preserve the knowledge and practice of 
historical Judaism, ]TS held its first 
class of 10 students in the vestry of 
the Spanish-Portuguese Synagogue, 
New York City's oldest congregation. 
Today, with a campus, a world-class 

faculty and a diverse student body, 
]TS grants undergraduate, graduate, 
and professional degrees, and offers 
enriching programs far the Jewish 
community in the United States, 
Israel and around the world. 

David London, a member of 
Temple Emanu-EI, lives in Provi
dence. Contact him at londondavid@ 
aol.com. 

Email alert: New addresses 
for Alliance employees 

As part of the Alliance con
solidation of Federation, JCC 
and BJE, all email addresses 
now end with @shalomri.org. 
Emails to former email exten
sions will still be delivered, 
but everyone is encouraged to 
use the new address. 

• Candle Lighting Times April 29 ........................ 7:21 May 13 ......................... 7:36 

for greater Rhode Island May 6 ··························· 7:28 May 20 •························ 7:42 
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IT SEEMS To ME FROM THE 
ExECUTIVE EDITOR The Rehhe's enduring love 

Promises, 
promises .... not 

Bv NANCY KmscH 
nkirsch@shalomri.org 'BUT YOU SAID you would 

write a story about ... " 
When changing circum-

stances led me to change my 
mind about an upcoming story, I explained 
my thought process and rationale to the 
affected individual. She then chided me for 
building up - and then dashing - expec
tations. Just days earlier, someone who I 
wanted to briefly interview for one noncon
troversial story refused to speak to me unless 
I promised to also write about a project 
that was near and dear to his heart! After 
I picked myself up from that encounter, I 
decided that I should explain some of the 
inner workings of the editorial process at 
The Voice & Herald. 

When you read The New York Times or 
the Providence Journal, for example, you are 
reading content that has been "vetted" by 
several editors. At those and other newspa
pers or magazines, editors may have writing 
assignments, but they are primarily respon
sible for determining the mix of stories and 
who will write them. In those venues, the 
content reflects the collective wisdom of 
all the editors and writers; at The Voice & 
Herald, there is generally no one else but 
me, the executive editor, to commend - or 
blame - for the choice and content of stories 
and articles. 

While I don't want to diminish the valu
able role the editorial board plays in provid
ing guidance, serving as a sounding board 
and offering support and constructive criti
cism, the decision-making rests largely with 
me; there are times when the Alliance, as 
the publisher, provides guidance or direc
tion, as well. 

Deciding what and who is newsworthy for 
a biweekly paper is a constant challenge. All 
print media has limited space, that's a given. 
Within that limited space, covering news by 
and for unaffiliated, Reform, Reconstruc
tionist, Conservative, C habad and Ortho
dox Jews - from Westerly to Woonsocket 
(and parts of Southeastern Massachusetts) is 
a challenge. Covering news by and for Jews 
of all ages - from infants to octogenarians -
is also a challenge. W hen an issue included 
two pictures of one community leader ... 
"oy" was the response from some in the 
community. 

Sifting and evaluating the dozens of story 
ideas people send me is yet another chal
lenge, as is politely declining to publish 
something that I don't deem publishable or 
newsworthy. 

When I contact someone for an interview 
or a story idea, I never promise that the story 
will come to fruition or be published; there 
are simply no guarantees. On rare occasions, 
I have attended a press conference or an 
event and decided that it's not newsworthy 
for the paper. At other times, information 
appears only on our Web site, www.jvhri. 
org, and not in the paper's print version. 

In my zeal to cover the news for a wildly 
diverse Jewish population in Rhode Island 
and Southeastern Massachusetts, I am sure 
that I have disappointed some, angered 
others .... and, I hope, delighted many. 

Through literature 
comes enlightenment 

.NNOLD WEINSTEIN 'S 
cently published "Morning, 
oon, and Night" (Random 
ouse, 2011) is an elegantly 

written, sensitive study of growing up and 
growing old. The subtitle, "Finding the 
Meaning of Life's Stages Through Books," 
points the way to the author's intention: 
Weinstein, a professor of comparative 
literature at Brown University, develops 

his themes by taking a 
close look at a number of 
the world's most endur
ing fi ctional characters 

Sophocles' Oedipus, 
Shakespeare's King Lear, 
Arthur Miller's Willy 
Loman, to name but three. 
Weinstein also turns his 

Rabbi Jim attention to some lesser-
Rosenberg known protagonists in 
____ ....;;;. both literature and ci nema. 

I find Weinstein's t reat
ment of Mrs. Ramsay in Virginia W oolf's 
"To the Lighthouse" especially cogent 
and suggestive. Mrs. Ramsay, a 50-year
old married mother of eight, is the central 
character of W oolf's novel. Nevertheless, 
in the middle of the story, near the begin
ning of the brief middle chapter called 
"Time Passes," we read to our shock and 
our dismay: "[Mr. Ramsay, stumbling along 
a passage one dark morning, stretched his 
arms out, but Mrs. Ramsay having died 
rather suddenly the night before, his arms, 
though stretched out, remained empty.]" 

That is to say, Mrs. Ramsay dies within 
brackets, sealed in by two commas; we are 
never told the when, the where, the how, 
or the why of her death. The novel 's third 
and final chapter, "The Lighthouse," is a 
profound meditation on the continuing 

influence of Mrs. Ramsay on her fami ly 
and friends 10 years after the reader saw 
her for the last time. As Weinstein puts it, 
"There is something elemental and shock
ing about Woolf's plot: the mother lives 
on ... She is an energy system, and - long 
dead - she impacts on, indeed empowers 
others. . . Woolf seems to be saying that 
love is fertile beyond our wildest imagin-

"Chabad Hasidim 
continue to derive 
nourishment from 

the enduring power 
of [Rebbe Menachem 
Mendel Schneerson's] 

love." 

ings, that its harve~t takes place most fully 
d'outre-tombe (from beyond the tomb), in 
the feelings, deeds, and lives of those we've 
nurtured and touched. 

This mature woman ... shines still, like a 
beacon in the surrounding sea, like a light
house that never goes out." I am deeply 
moved by Weinstein's evocation of the 
enduring power of Mrs. Ramsay's love - a 
love stronger than death itself. As I contin
ued to read and reread this passage, I was 
astonished to discover in W einstein's evoca
tion of Mrs. Ramsay's enduring iniluence a 
key to understanding the powerful presence 
of Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson 
in the lives of his H asidim, even though he 
died on June 12, 1994. 

To put it more personally, W einstein has 
helped me to grasp more fully the nature of 
the relationship my friend and study part
ner, Rabbi Moshe Laufer, continues to have 

Letter 
Ellison deserves fairness, our support 

W TH REGARD TO the 
recent terminations at the 
Alliance, our hearts obvi

ously go ,out to those who have lost their 
positions. This is such a tough and unfair 
economy and many are being devastated 
byit. 

However, that being said, our sense 
of fairness also goes out to M inna E lli
son, interim president of the Alliance. 
This can be a heavy and thankless job. 
We know her to be a kind, generous and 
caring individual, who has for so long 
been devoted to Jewish education in our 
state. We are sure that carrying out this 
assignment was, and will continue to be, a 
momentous burden for her. 

We feel that she, along with the 
other officers, surely tried to handle 
this unimaginable and difficult job with 

compassion and caring. None of us 
knows the full story. Everyone loses in 
this kind of situation. It is certainly 
unfair that any employees had to be 
let go, but it is equally unfair to blame 
an individual for carrying out the rec
ommendations of the team. The 
fundamental problem is to deal with the 
financial realities of the workplace, and 
what must be done to help our important 
Jewish organizations survive. 

We are a Jewish community, and our 
dialogue should reflect that, and address 
the problem, not demonize individuals. 
Let us not criticize one of our most active 
and committed community members, 
who has been an involved leader with our 
Jewish life for over 30 years. 

Libby and Steve Peiser 
Providence 

SEND US YOUR LETTERS .... 
The Voice & Herald welcomes letters from our readers. Send letters (no 
more than 250 words, please) to nkirsch@shalomri.org or The Voice !Jf 
& Herald, 401 Elmgrove Ave., Providence, RI 02906. 

Letters must be signed and may be edited for content and length. 

wwwJvhri.org 

with his Rebbe. Using Weinstein's words, 
I can now say that for Laufer, his Rebbe, 
though dead for just under 17 years, con
tinues to live on as an "energy system" who 
"impacts, indeed empowers others." 

The Rebbe's love for his Hasidim, indeed 
for the entire Jewish people, is "fertile 
beyond all imagining" and the harvest of 
the Rebbe's love is "in the feelings, deeds, 
and lives of those [he has] nurtured and 
touched." Rabbi Menachem Schneerson, 
the Lubavacher Rebbe, "shines still, like a 
beacon in the shining sea, like a lighthouse 
that never goes out."To make sure that I was 
not reading more than is warranted into this 
luminous passage concerning the enduring 
power of Mrs. Ramsay's love, I showed it 
to Laufer at one of our weekly study ses
sions. He concurred that these words do 
indeed express the nature of his relation
ship with the Rebbe. He added that he 
would hardly need to change a single word 
of Weinstein's passage other than replacing 
Mrs. Ramsay's name with the Rebbe's. H e 
then asked me if he could make a copy of 
the passage so that he might continue to 
study it, to reflect upon it. 

In particular, Laufer focused upon the 
word harvest - W einstein chooses to itali
cize the word for emphasis - as the perfect 
word to express the Chabad Hasidim's con
tinuing response to the Rebbe's words, the 
Rebbe's deeds, the Rebbe's wishes even after 
his physical death. It is no exaggeration to 
state that the seventh Lubavitcher Rebbe, 
Menachem M endel Schneerson, lives on in 
the harvest of words and deeds of all those 
Chabad H asidim who continue to derive 
physical, emotional, and spiritual nour
ishment from the enduring power of their 
Rebbe's love. 

James B. R osenberg is rabbi emeritus of 
Temple H abonim in Barrington. Gorz/act him 
at rabbiemeritus@templehabonim.org. 

Correction 

In the last issue of the paper, this pic
ture of Scott Tepper and Avi Davis lead
ing the Friday night service on April 8 
failed to identify the synagogue. It is 
United Brothers Synagogue in Bristol. 

Mission of 
The Jewish Voice & Herald 

THE MISSION of The Jewish 
Voice &Herald is to communicate 
Jewish news, ideas and ideals by 

connecting and giving voice to the diverse 
views of the Jewish community in Rhode 
Island and Southeastern Massachusetts, 
while adhering to Jewish values and the 
professional standards of journalism. 
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THIS I BELIEVE 

Hope is a motto worth preserving 
Roger Williams'freedom 
of religion is a crucially 
important tenet today 

IN 416 BCE, the citizens of Athens 
decided to invade Melos, an island 
neutral in the slaughter known as the 
Peloponnesian War, so as to compel it 

:o join their side. When its forces landed, 

Josh 
Stein 

the Athenians would 
brook no opposition.Join 
us or face the consequence 
of slaughter or slavery, 
they told the "Melians." 
The Melians protested. We 
don't want to be on either 
side. 

We want to remain neu
tral. You have no hope, 
the Athenians told them. 
Sparta is too far away, 

nd the gods are on our side. Hope, they 
Jld the Melian ambassadors, was the last 
efuge of the defeated. And the Athenians 
,ere right. The people of Melos resisted 
nher than become the slaves of Athens 
nd the city was destroyed, the men were 
illed, the women and children were 

Being Jewish in America 
has little in common with 

being Jewish in Israel 

[
F YOU WANT to understand the vast 
gulf separating Israeli and American 
Jewish society, the issue of "assimila
tion" is a good place to look. 

The American case is well known to read-
, of The Voice & H erald: intermarriage has 
,w reached the 50 percent level, and most 
:rtainly not all) interfaith marriages lead 

A 

Sam 
.ehman
Wilzig 

to a serious weakening of 
Jewish identity and ties, if 
not outright leaving the fold. 
As a response, the collec
tive American Jewish press 
is awash in handwringing, 
recriminations and also · 
"what do we do" analy
ses and recommendations, 
many of them interesting 
and worth implementing . 
H owever, the overall trend is 
clear: Jews are moving "out," 
so we have to find ways to 

: others to move "in." 
ne might think that given this American 

.ent Holocaust" (a term that's a bit extreme, 
: the situation is dire), Israel would wel
ne to the fold as many people as it could. 
ink again. Back in September, I wrote 
·e about rabbinical "tests" and demands 
documentation for anyone from overseas 
hing to get married in Israel. Here I want 
discuss a much wider phenomenon: "non
s" banging on Israel's door to become part 
ewish-Israeli society. 

is takes two different forms. On the one 
d, there are all sorts of "Jewish" groups 
ping· up around the world, claiming that 
y are Jewish or have Jewish ancestry. Not 

transported into slavery. The hope of the 
Melians was their last resort, the straw 
they clung to as help never arrived. 

But is hope always so futile? Perhaps 
not. This I believe, this I know - that as 
a Rhode Islander transplanted from New 
York State I have adopted "H ope" as my 
motto, forsaking the vainglorious "Excel-

"He gave us the 
intelligence to produce 

and to appreciate 
Shakespeare and Newton; 

Mozart and Einstein; 
Jefferson and Abner 

Doub1eday." 

sior" (which means "ever higher"). After 
all , when I was a child, New York was the 
most populous state; now it is only the 
third mos t populous. Rhode Island, on 
the other hand, is unchanged. It is still the 
smallest state by size, and, I believe, we 

hope it will remain thus always. 
But to hope for the booby prize of being 

smallest is surely not the "Hope" that best 
characterizes our aspirations. So, what 
else are we to make of our motto? It's an 
open question, but here is what I believe. 
I believe that we hope to fulfill the calling 
of our founder, Roger Williams, that this 
small entity will teach the rest of America 
and the larger world that separation of 
church and state is G od 's plan and should 

tllr:\ lieve ~--· 
be man's , that it is our hope that we can 
free ourselves from the shackles of religion 
as we almost did during the Renaissance 
and again later during the Enlightenment. 

If my belief is wrong, if God didn't give 
us the intelligence to stand up on our own 
two feet, interpreting natural law, devising 

ethics and morals, living in harmony with 
each other and placing our hope in man
kind, the living, rather than in heaven and 
hell for the dead, can anyone explain why 
H e gave us the intelligence to produce and 
to appreciate Shakespeare and Newton; 
M ozart and Einstein; Jefferson and Abner 
D oubleday? Can anyone explain why He 
allowed Roger Williams to come up with 
the plan for freedom of religion in his little 
colony, an idea so obviously good that it 
became the norm in all America? 

To the ancient Athenians hope was 
the last resort of the defeated. But this I 
believe: That to Rhode Islanders it is a con
stant reminder, emblazoned on our shield, 
that God hopes that mankind will embrace 
freedom, will eschew religious compulsion. 

J osh Stein is a professor of history al R oger 
W illiams University. Contact him at jstein@ 
rwu.edu. 

Stein's "This I Believe• essay aired on Oct. 
3, 2007. The Voice & H erald thanks Frederic 
R eamer & Joseph O'Connor, the This I Believe 
producer and WRNI general manager, respec
tive!y,for allowing us to reproduce these essays. 

If you would like to submit your published 
"This I Believe• essay to The Voice & H erald, 
email N ancy K irsch al nkirsch@shalomri.org, 
subject line: Ibis I Believe. 

REFLECTIONS OF/IN ISRAEL 

Assimilation dissimilarities 
all want to come to Israel right away, but they 
are demanding immediate recognition. This 
could have been dismissed once as outright 
fakery, but with several quasi-Jewish com
munities emerging around the world with 
some sort of actual Jewish provenance (e.g. 
Conversos), they no longer can be dismissed 
out of hand. In the case of the Falashmora -
Ethiopians whose forebears cbnverted under 
duress from Judaism to Christianity decades 

"1srae1 is building a 
second wan on the 

Egyptian border to stop 
this massive 'invasion' of 
refugees into the 1and of 

milk and honey." 

and longer ago - the Israeli government has 
finally relented and brought several thousand 
to Israel. Is that the first break in the dam? 
Only time will tell. 

O n the other hand, Israel has a few hun
dred thousand foreign workers, some of 
whom have been in Israel so long (most ille-
gally, as the law allows a maximum five-year 
stay), that they have Israeli-born children who 
attend Jewish kindergartens, learn Judaism 
and ·want to be an integral part of the Jewish 
state. In addition, a trickle of Christian Suda
nese fleeing Darfur has turned into a flood 
of sub-Saharan Africa migrants from Eritrea, 
Sudan, Somalia, etc. entering Israel through 
the Sinai - to the tune of more than 10,000 
a year! You've heard about Israel's "Wall" in 
the West Bank? Well, Israel is now building 
a second wall on the Egyptian border to stop 
this massive "invasion" of political (persecu-

tion) and economic (starvation) refugees into 
the land of milk and honey. 

As a result, the public debate in the U.S. 
and Israel are mirror images of one other. 
American Jews are asking how to go about 
including within Jewish society non-Jews 
married to Jews. Israeli Jews (at least most of 
them) are asking how to exclude and prevent 
non-Jews (or quasi/pseudo/former Jews - take 
your nomenclature pick) from becoming a 
part oflsraeli Jewish society. 

How to account for this strange situation? I 
would suggest that the "contradiction" actu
ally stems from a different interpretation 
or understanding of what it is to be Jewish 
(except for the Orthodox in both countries). 
American Jews, absorbing the creed of their 
homeland, view religion in cultural terms: 
how to retain the customs, prayers, and holi
days of their religious heritage. Israeli Jews, 
however, view Judaism as being a matter 
of national-ethnic identity - something 
demanding greater allegiance to the collec
tivity than mere ritual and cultural practice. 
Thus, American Jews can hope to attract 
non-Jews to the fold, as cultural practice is a 
relatively easy thing to learn and do. Israeli 

Jews, though - living in a hostile religious 
"neighborhood" - relate to being Jewish in 
a much more existential manner. You don't 
just belong to a synagogue and light candles 
on the Sabbath (which many Jewish-Israelis 
do not do!), but rather you adhere to national 
religious holidays, serve in the Jewish army, 
and in general put your entire life on the line 
because; you are Jewish. Thus, Israelis' skepti
cism in letting others join the fold - do they 
really want to be part of the Jewish nation, 
with all that it entails or are they merely look
ing for a better place to live? 

To stop assimilation of Jews out of the 
Jewish fold, American Jewry are trying to 
get more non-Jews married to Jews to join 
the "club." To prevent assimilation of non
Jews into the Jewish fold, the Jewish state is 
demanding that they prove they belong to the 
much more demanding "family." 

Professor Sam Lehman-Wilzig teaches at Bar
i/an University in Israel. In 2008-09 he was 
Schusterman Visiting Professor at Brown Uni
versity. Visit his Web site: www.prrjilw.com. 

Our editorial policy 
WANT OUR 

pinion pages to 
epresent our read

ers' vibrant diversity of ideas 
and opinions. Thus, our edi
torial policy is as follows: The 
Voice & Herald may publish 
thoughtful and informative 
contributors' columns (op
eds) and letters to the editor 
on issues of interest to our 
Jewish community. At our 
discretion, we may edit pieces 

for publication or refuse pub
lication. 

Letters and columns, 
whether from our regular 
contributors or from guest 
columnists, represent the 
views of the authors; they 
do not represent the views of 
The Jewish Voice & Herald 
or the Jewish Alliance of 
Greater Rhode Island. 

Send letters (250 words, at 
most) and op-eds (700 words 

or shorter) to Nancy Kirsch 
at nkirsch@shalomri.org 
(Subject Line: OPINIONS) 
or Nancy Kirsch, The Voice 
& Herald, 401 Elmgrove 
Ave., Providence, RI 02906. 
Please include your name, 
city of residence and (not for 
publication) a contact phone 
nwnber or email. 

wwwjvhri.org 
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Terminations not in accord 
with Jewish values 

ON MONDAY, April 11, 
several long-time employ
ees of the J CC were ter

minated with no warning. They 
were not given a month of notice 
or even two weeks, but were told to 
clear out their desks and offices and 
leave that day. An employee with 
a glass office had to clean out her 
office with other staff and users of 
the facility watching. Parents and 
students in the pre-school showed 
up the next day to discover that 
their teachers had been terminated; 
like the terminated teachers they 
were given no advance notice, no 
time to adjust to the change. Users 
of the fitness facilities showed up 
on Tuesday to discover that trusted 
friends, instructors, and mentors 
were gone without even the oppor
tunity to say goodbye. 

Minna Ellison, interim presi
dent and chief executive officer 
of the Jewish Alliance of Greater 
Rhode Island, wrote to the com-· 
munity: "We implemented the 
restructuring with great kavod, 
respect, and with as little disrup
tion as possible." The brutality of 
the terminations may have made 
"as little disruption as possible" to 
Ms. Ellison and her colleagues in 
the executive suite, but the utter 
disregard of decency and dignity in 
the treatment oflong-term employ
ees, the total lack of people skills, 
and the complete lack of respect 
for employees and members of the 
JCC was an outrage to traditional 
Jewish values - a shande. 

Ronald Florence 
Providence 

Letters 
Alliance leadership 

ensures a strong future 

lTION READING about 
the personnel changes at 
the Alliance, I was sad

dened in two ways: first for the 
people who were terminated, but 
also for the Jewish community. 

The loss for the people is obvi
ous, and my heart goes out to them 
and their families, but the more I 
thought about the Jewish commu
nity and its future, I began to real
ize that the actions taken, would, in 
the long run, strengthen our viabil
ity, as we need to be sure that the 
new Alliance can continue to pro
vide the leadership and funds for 
service in the future. 

As it was, that future was not as 
secure as it is today. No organiza
tion can continue to operate with 
deficits, and the courage taken by 
leadership to close the gap is to be 
admired and supported. It's not easy 

to let people go - disrupting lives so 
abruptly. But by taking this action, 
the Alliance is financially stronger 
and - to me, more importantly - in 
a better position to deliver quality 
service to the Jewish community. 

This is not about agencies or 
committees or boards or even indi
vidual people, but about delivering 
service to and for the Jewish com
munity. That's what being Jewish is 
all about. 

I appreciate that we have leaders 
who are willing to make decisions 
that are difficult but which will 
insure our future as a Jewish com
munity tl,at cares. 

Harris N. Rosen 
Providence 

Rosen formerly served as JFRI 
board president and twice as interim 
executive for the Federation. 

Celebrating continuity, change and simchas 

IREAD WITH great inter
est the article on the United 
Brothers Synagogue ("United 

Brothers Synagogue will celebrate 
110 years") on the first page of the 
March 18 issue of The Jewish Voice 
& Herald. It reminded me of an 
article that I wrote with my student 
Steve Culbertson at Brown Univer-

sity a quarter of a century ago for 
the Rhode Island Jewish Historical 
Notes entitled "Untied Brothers, 
Bowling and Bagels in Bristol; A 
Study of the Changing Jewish com
munity in Bristol, Rhode Island." 

Originally published in 1986, the 
article was reprinted in a volume 
edited by George Goodwin and 

Ellen Smith, "The Jews of Rhode 
Island," Brandeis University Press, 
2004. Steve Culbertson wrote up 
the materials in great detail as his 
senior honors thesis in religious 
studies from a box of memorabilia 
and synagogue notes located in 
archive~ of the Rhode Island Jewish 
Historical Association, along with 

several interviews and participating 
in religious services. 

It is satisfying to note that Ger
aldine Foster is still keeping Rhode 
Island's Jewish history alive and that 
the synagogue is celebrating 110 
years since its founding. May we 
always celebrate continuity, change 
and many more simchas. 

OPINION 

Paper's impact 
spans the country 

IAM A long-time subscriber of 
The Jewish Voice & Herald. I 
am writing about the gen

erations article you had in the 
Feb. 4 issue about my uncle, Len 
Rotenberg and my cousin, Rena 
Abeles, who own Reliable Gold 
Jewelry. Since I receive the paper 
in Sacramento, Cali£, I had no 
idea they would be a featured cover 
story. It was a wonderful surprise. 

Also, in the same issue were arti
cles about different kinds of mar
riages, and lo and behold, there was 
an article about another longtime 
childhood friend who I had lost 
touch with, Sandra Kopel. I emailed 
her immediately, and we have been 
corresponding ever since. I will be 
in Rhode Island the week of May 
16 and will see her. So thank you 
so much for bringing back so many 
happy memories to me. 

Soni Smith Meyer 
Sacramento, Cali£ 

Calvin Goldscheider 
Professor Emeritus of Sociology 

Ungerleider Professor Emeritus of 
Judaic Studies 

Brown University 
Formerly of Providence, 

Goldscheider now resides in 
Washington, D.C. 

Wrenching to lose valuable staff Reader disputes Lehman-Wilzig's assertions 

W ILE FINANCIAL 
difficulties may have 

ecessitated layoffs at 
the Jewish Alliance on April 11, we 
believe that these terminations could 
and should have been accomplished 
in a way more in accordance with 
Jewish values. Among these is the 
one that requires us to treat every 
human being as though she or he 
was created "B'tzelem Elohim," 
in the image of God. Some notice 
would have allowed some measure 
of dignity at a very difficult time in a 
person's life. 

As parents of children in the 
Early Childhood program, we have 
developed meaningful relationships 
with JCC teachers and staff over 
the years and deeply value the love 
and commitment they have shown 
to our children. It was particularly 
wrenching to lose a skilled teacher, 
just less than two months before the 

close of the year; an administrator 
who provides much of the "glue" that 
holds the Early Childhood program 
together; and a spirited recreation 
coach whom our children adore. 
Caring well for children needs to be 
the number one priority at the Early 
Childhood program and the way 
these staffing decisions were made 
was traumatic and distracting for 
children and the staff who care for 
them. 

We hope that the Jewish Alli
ance's leadership will carefully con
sider our concerns. It is our heartfelt 
wish that the Early Childhood pro
gram may be a vibrant place for our 
children and other families' children 
for many years to come. As a com
munity, let's come up with a strategy 
to recover from this tragic situation. 

Joanna and Rebecca 
Kislak Brown 

Providence 

Licht, not Chafee, appointed Hochberg 

IN READING Nancy Kirsch's 
article Of! the Hochberg pro
gram at Bryant in The Jewish 

Voice & Herald ("Bryant Univer
sity remembers Gertrude Meth 
Hochberg," in the April 1 issue), I 
wanted to make a correction. Gov
ernor Frank Licht, who defeated 
John Chafee in 1968, was the 
one whose administration passed 
the Rhode Island Commission 
on the Status of Women in 1970 
and appointed Gert in 1971 to the 
chairmanship. 

They both had been active in 
many organizations in the Jewish 
community for many years as well 
as in civic projects. He knew her 
capability well and was pleased to 
appoint her. I was pleased to be 
invited to the occasion to celebrate 
the naming. 

Thank you for your many fine 
articles in the paper. 

Dorothy Licht 
Providence 

Dorothy Licht is the widow of 
the late Frank Licht 

IAM ONCE AGAIN surprised 
by Professor Sam Lehman
Wilzig's comments. In "Zion

ists, anti-Zionists, post-Zionists" (in 
the April 1 issue), he writes of the 
"Israeli ultra-Orthodox, especially 
the Sephardim," who "vote in Israeli 
elections" and "are found in all ech
elons of the polity" - though not 
as ministers, "because they cannot 
accept "collective responsibility, for 
policies that undercut halakhah." 

In actuality, there are four min
isters and one deputy minister 
from the Sephardic/Edot Hamiz
rach haredi Shas party in the cur
rent Israeli government. Shas, Eli 
Yishai is also deputy prime minis
ter, an honorary position, but one 

that ~ignifies acceptance of "collec
tive responsibility" for government 
policy. United Torah Judaism, the 
Ashkenazi haredi party, now has 
two deputy ministers. Nor is this 
unusual. In the past, the Ashkenazi 
haredi parties Agudat Yisrael and 
Degel Hatorah contributed deputy 
ministers to the Knesset, as well, 
while Shas has consistently sought 
the maximum numberofinfluential 
ministries for its members. 

While on the subject of the 
"ultra-Orthodox," allow me to 
make a suggestion. In his column, 
Lehman-Wilzig argues for a new 
Zionist-related category: "Pro
Zionists." How this term differs 
from the now commonly used "Pro-

Is J Street pro-Israel, pro-peace? 

Rf GARDING Elizabeth 
Hollander's letter of March 

("Let's practice our Jewish 
tradition of civil discourse"), that 
is a worthy idea now that J Street 
appears to have an active spokes
person in Rhode Island. Certainly 
we share a love for Israel and can 
practice mutual respect and careful 
listening. 

For myself, I would like to be 
able to carefully read in The Jewish 
Voice & Herald an explanation 
of these apparently unexplainable 
actions by J Street: Pretense of no 
funding by George Soros, support 
for the Goldstone Report, push 
with Arabs for Security Council's 
condemnation of Israel, featured 
conference speaker status for boy
cott, divestment and sanctions 

wwwjvhri.org 

(BDS) movement and for promot
ers of"lawfare" (i.e., attempted legal 
actions against IDF officers for 
so-called war crimes), a statement 
by Daniel Levy, one of the J Street 
founders and a frequent spokesman 
for the group that "maybe Israel 
really ain't a good idea." 

In all, it would appear to the 
unenlightened like me that J Street 
has climbed down from the "pro
Israel, pro-peace" train it started out 
on, and hopped aboard the delegiti
mization train as a resolution to the 
recalcitrance of Middle East peace. 

With respect, an explanation of 
the organization's actions might 
illuminate all us. 

Howard Brown 
North Kingstown 

Israel," he does not explain. In any 
event, rather than introducing a new 
term into the overloaded Middle 
Eastern political lexicon, 

I suggest that Lehman-Wilzig 
- along with The Jewish Voice & 
Herald - instead drop the neediess 
term "ultra-Orthodox," which is 
both vague and pejorative. Use the 
word haredi. 

ShaiAfsai 
Providence 

Attorney General 
Kilmartin 

to visit Israel 

DEAR MR. Kilmartin, 
Attorney General of 
Rhode Island: 

"Thank you for coming to visit 
our school, the Jewish Community 
Day School of Rhode Island, on 
April 7. We are glad that you got a 
chance to take a tour and visit some 
of the classes. We were excited 
that you got to see Noam's Passover 
origami collection. If you come to 
visit again, maybe he can teach you 
how to make a shank bone! 

"We hope you have a great time 
on your trip to Israel, and that you 
hear some of the words that we 
taught you - todah (thank you), 
b'vakasha (you're welcome), and 
Shalom (hello, goodbye and peace). 

L 'H itraot, 'Til we meet again." 

The Third Gmde/Kitah Gimel 
Jewish Community Day School 

of Rhoc!e Island 
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MARISA GARBER SHARON GAINES MINNA ELLISON RICHARD LICHT VIN KILBRIDGE 

MOVING the community forward is essential for all 
From Page 1 

the chief financial officer; Vin 
Kilbridge, the interim director of 
Jewish Life and Learning; Dan 
Hamel, the controller; Richard 
Licht, the chairman of the Alli
ance board; and Sharon Gaines, 
the Alliance's vice chair of finan
cial resource development - met 
with a number oflay leaders at the 
Alliance to discuss the restructur
ing. Later the same evening, Elli
son, Kilbridge and Gaines met 
with ECC teachers and parents at 
Stone's home. 

FINANCES DROVE DECISIONS 

As Licht noted in a recent email 
to community leaders, "Sharon 
Gaines, as vice chair of financial 
resource development; Larry Her
shoff, as treasurer; and I, as chair, 
charged our professional staff. .. 
to cut our operating budget by a 
minimum of $500,000. We gave 
them an impossible job to do, and 
with a heavy heart, they did it. Let 
us respect the process and [ their J 
unimaginable burden." Noting 
that a team of senior staff members 
made the difficult personnel deci
sions, Licht expressed disappoint
ment at the ad hominem attacks on 
Ellison, the most visible of the team 
members involved. 

While the Alliance's finances 
made restructuring imperative, 
Ellison said, "This situation didn't 
happen in the past four weeks or 
the past four months. On June 30, 
2009, the JCC had 1,293 members; 
in December 2010, it had 1,073 
- a loss of 220 members. With a 
several hundred thousand dollar 
operating deficit projected for next 
year, significant accumulated defi
cit from the JCC, a deteriorating 
building and declining revenues, 
it was essential to restructure, thus 
saving some $600,000 in person
nel costs." Other causes, said Licht, 
are decreased contributions from 
former supporters of the Bureau 
of Jewish Education, a reduced 
Annual Community Campaign 
and reduced endowment earn
ings. These financial challenges 
facing the Alliance, he said, have 
been reported at board meetings 
and frequently in stories that have 
appeared in The Jewish Voice & 
Herald. 

Ellison was not the only person 
who acknowledged mistakes; Licht 
did, as well, at the Sunday evening 
meeting. He believes that they erred 

in not getting more input from lay 
leaders who were most familiar 
with programs affected by the reor
ganization and in not providing the 
Alliance board with more detailed 
information so that board members 
could respond to concerned com
munity members. 

Acknowledging that implement
ing the restructuring might have 
been "less than perfect," Licht urged 
the group of 20 or so individuals to 
focus on "what we can do now to 
move this community forward ." He 

"We need to 
do a better job 

communicating." 

encouraged anyone with construc
tive suggestions "for making this a 
better community" to contact him. 

MOVING THE 

comWNJTYFORWARD 

Ellison told The V& H that she 
is pleased some in the community, 
including an upset ECC parent 
with expertise in the energy field, 
are doing just that. That individ
ual has offered to help the Alli
ance evaluate the physical plant's 
deficiencies and suggest corrective 
measures. 

Barbara Sokoloff, an Alliance 
vice chair, found the Alliance 
meeting very productive, as people 
had a healthy interchange of ideas 
and concerns. "Everyone realizes 
that people need to work together 
to consolidate efforts so that we're 
providing the same high quality 
programs with fewer resources. 
Everyone's goal is to preserve the 
programs - it's the task of the pro
fessional staff to make that happen." 

Q,iestions were asked about the 
process by which individual employ
ees' positions were eliminated. The 
process began back in January, 
said Ellison, when employees' job 
analyses revealed that too many 
people were performing the same 
work, thus paving the way for some 
essential consolidations. "I talked 
with many staff members [about 
the need to find savings]," Ellison 
said in a phone interview with The 
V&H. "The decision was painful, 
yet essential. Contrary to some 
allegations circulating in the com
munity, no security guards escorted 
employees out of the building." One 

staff member said goodbye to Alli
ance colleagues, another came back 
to pack up her belongings, she said. 

The timing - shortly before Pass
over and Easter - permitted the 
Alliance to offer severance packages 
which included a full week's pay for 
the week of April 11-15, vacation 
pay and one to eight weeks of sever
ance, depending on the employee's 
longevity. Had the Alliance waited 
until after the holidays, it would not 
have been able to offer those pack
ages, as all related expenses must be 
incurred in this fiscal year, which 
ends June 30. 

SPECIAL BOARD MEETING 

To address the need for broader 
communications with lay lead
ers, the Alliance chair has called a 
special board meeting for Monday, 
May 2. At that meeting, the Alli
ance's senior management team will 
present an updated organization 
chart and staffing plan, an analy
sis of the projected shortfall for the 
next fi scal year, the three agencies' 
financial condition as of January 
2010 and a financial analysis of the 
ECC and why it is so expensive to 
run, Ellison said. 

In the meantime, she said, "Our 
staff continue to deliver high
quality services and programs in a 
fully professional and responsible 
manner. Despite the sadness we all 
feel about the need to restructure, 
we are fulfilling our mission. Our 
donors, partner agencies and those 
we serve can be confident in our 
commitment to fulfilling the needs 
of Jews here in Rhode Island, in 
Israel and around the world." 

ECC MEETING 

Ellison, Kilbridge and Gaines 
met with some 30 to 40 parents of 
children in the ECC, as well as 10 
teachers, to air concerns and ask 
questions about the layoffs of two 
ECC staff members. 

Maya DeHart, who has two 
children in the ECC, said that 
many parents were upset by the 
decision, the process by which it 
was done, the communication that 
parents perceived as inadequate and 
the teachers' morale. "Now that a 
few days have gone by [since the 
meeting], I think it spurred a good 
discussion." 

Garber, who also serves on the 
Alliance board, noted that par
ents have lost trust in the Alliance 
and are anxious about the future 
of the ECC. "Most of the parents 

wwwJvhri.org 

had a real connection with [a staff 
member who was let go]. That con
nection is gone." 

While Garber expressed appre
ciation that Ellison, Kilbridge and 
Gaines spent so much time with 
the parents, she still wants more 
answers. 

To that end, Licht and Ellison 
asked Garber and Stone to lead a 
working group to further evaluate 
and discuss how to move forward. 
As the chairs of the working group, 
they have invited two other parents 
- Andrea Wool and deHart - and 
perhaps a teacher, as well. 

Although many at the ECC 
meeting want the Alliance to 
"rewind" to the point of rehiring the 
staff who were let go, Ellison did 
not commit to that position. ''We 
could be more effective, she said, if 
people move forward and 'lower the 
temperature."' 

The ECC meeting, one that 
Gaines called "highly emotional," 
is the first step toward building a 
more constructive working rela
tionship with parents in the ECC. 

Community members may contact 
Licht at rlicht352@gmail.com or Ellison 
at mellison@shalomri.org or421-4111. 

Search continues for Alliance 
president/CEO position 

Search committee 
chair expects strong 

candidates 
BY NA NCY KIRSCH 

nkirsch@shalomri.org 

PROVIDENCE - The Jewish 
Alliance of Greater Rhode 
Island's (Alliance) is continu
ing its search for a president/ 
chief executive officer, said Herb 
Stern, the chair of the search 
committee. "A number of very 
strong and viable candidates 
have expressed interest in the 
position; we expect to meet 
with some of them shortly." The 
search firm, Isaacson Miller, 
with offices in Boston, Wash
ington, D.C. and San Francisco, 
is actively engaged in evaluating 
other prospective candidates for 
the Alliance to interview, said 
Stern. 

The leading candidate for the 
position recently declined to 
accept the offer from the Alli
ance, Richard Licht, the Alli
ance chair, wrote in an April 
15 email to the Alliance board. 
Although the candidate elected 
to take another position as 
the chief operating officer of a 
national Jewish organization 
based in New York City- closer 
than Providence to his home in 
Bethesda, Md. - he asked Stern 
to share with the community 
how much he enjoyed meeting 

so many lay leaders and Alliance 
staff during his visits earlier this 
spring. The candidate's reflec
tions that the Alliance is on the 
leading edge of positive change 
in the Jewish communal world 
reinforces our conviction, said 
Stern, that the Alliance, as it 
continues to address and serve 
the needs ofJews here in Rhode 
Island, in Israel and around the 
world, is moving in the right 
direction. 

In the interim, Minna Ellison 
will continue to lead the Alli
ance as the interim president and 
chief executive officer. "Ellison 
has the vision, dedication and 
commitment to the Alliance that 
will ensure we stay strong and 
vibrant. We are confident that 
Ellison will continue to chart a 
steady course for the Alliance, its 
donors, its partner agencies and 
other constituencies," said Stern. 

The search committee, which 
includes representatives from so 
many Jewish entities throughout 
greater Rhode Island, reflects 
the broad and deep diversity of 
our Jewish communal world, 
said Stern. The committee, 
whose members are Alan Buff, 
Doug Emanuel, Jonathan Fain, 
Doris Feinberg, Sharon Gaines, 
Alan Hassenfeld, David Hirsch, 
Richard Licht, Richard Mittle
man, Rabbi Joel Seltzer, Barbara 
Sokoloff and David Yavner, will 
meet again at 8 a.m. on Friday, 
Apri129. 
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WENDY JOERING at the Stop & Shop in Providence 

Passover in the Matzah Aisles 

IN THE WEEK before 
Passover, Wendy Joer
ing, the Jewish Alliance 
of Greater Rhode Island 's 

community concierge, was vis
iting a number of area grocery 
stores to offer help to those who 
were shopping for Passover. 

She wrote in an email, "'Pass-

over in the Matzah Aisle' was 
a huge success this year. I met 
people from Bristol to Coventry 
and Attleboro to West War
wick. Everyone stopped by to 
see what new recipes they could 
pick up or to ask questions about 
the Jewish community. 

Next week, we will pick our 

raffle winners - a free three
month membership to ]-Fitness 
or a Shalom Sesame DVD!" 

For more information about the 
Alliance's community concierge, 
contact Wendy f oering at 421-
4111, ext. 169 or wjoering@sha
lomri.org. 

The Alef List: Happenings for Hip Jews 

Rock Climbing at 
Rock Spot Climbing 
Lincoln, RI 
Wednesday, May 4 
7:30 pm - 9:30 pm 
$10 with RSVP and pre-pay 
$15 at the door 
RSVP by 4/29 
Please make check payable 
to Rock Spot Climbing 
and mai l to: 
Jewish Alliance of Greater RI 
Attention: Wendy Jeering 
401 Elmgrove Avenue 
Providence, RI 02906 

presents 

The Alef List and Next D'or 
partner together for the 
next Salon Series featuring 
Rabbi Mack 
Thursday, May 19 
7:00 pm - 9:00 pm 
India Restaurant 
1060 Hope Street, Providence 
Free apps/cash bar 
RSVP by 5/16 

Kindly RSVP for both events 
to Wendy Jeering at 
wjoering@shalomri.org or 
401.421.4111 X 169. 

********************** 
Jewish Alliance 
OF GREATER RHODE ISLAND 

The Alef List is a program of 
Together, we are stronger. 

wwwjvhri.org 

COMMUNITY 

YOM HA'ATZMAUT celebration in Israel 

A day of remembrance, 
a day of celebration 

Rhode Island's Jewish 
community prepares for 

Yom Hazikaron and 
Yom Ha'atzmaut 

8, BHlAN SULLI V\ N 

bsul1ivan@shalomri.org 

PROVIDENCE - "These are both 
very important days for Israel - and 
they are both very different," said 
Israeli emissary Yisca Shalev. Yorn 
Hazikaron, Israel's Memorial Day, 
will be marked by a ceremony at 
7 p.m. on Sunday, May 8 at the 
JCC Social Hall at 401 Elmgrove 
Avenue. 

"Yorn H azikaron is a day of 
remembrance," said Shalev. "We 
remember fallen soldiers who died 
defending Israel and the victims of 
past massacres - we dedicate this 
day to them." 

The evening will include the read
ing of three stories, first in H ebrew, 
then in English. The stories, chosen 
by Shalev, will reflect the solemn 
tone of the day. "One story is about 
Major Roi Klein, a 31-year-old sol
dier who sacrificed his life by throw
ing himself on a hand grenade to 
save his fellow soldiers - he's a real 
hero," said Shalev. 

"On Yorn Hazikaron in Israel, at 
11 a.m., and again at 8 p.m., sirens 
blare." The sirens mark two min
utes of silence. "It's amazing," said 
Shalev. "Everyone stops where they 
are, it doesn't matter where - driv
ing in cars - people just stop and 
remember - it's incredible to see." 

Following Yorn Hazikaron is Yorn 
Ha'atzmaut, Israel 's 63rd birthday. 

"The days are so close, but so dif
ferent ," said Shalev. "People will get 
to see the other side - the brighter 
side." 

Similar to our Fourth of July 
holiday, Yorn H a'atzmaut is usually 
spent "celebrating with family and 
friends with barbecues and fire
works," said Shalev. "I hope people 
come out to celebrate, especially 
families with children," said Shalev. 
"They need to realize that 63 years 
ago the State oflsrael didn't exist." 

Rhode Island's Yorn Ha'atzmaut 
celebration will be held on Tuesday, 
May 10, from 6:30 to 9 p.m. at the 
Social Hall at 401 Elmgrove Ave. in 
Providence. 

The celebration will include per
formances by Jewish Community 
Day School, Temple H abonim, 
Shireinu from Temple Sinai and 
more. There will be children's crafts, 
a hummus tasting, birthday cake 
for Israel and Israeli food by Divine 
Providence Catering. 

Asked if she will miss being in 
Israel for the holiday, Shalev ~aid, 
"I try not to be sad. Instead, I'm 
excited to show the people of Rhode 
Island how fun and amazing this 
day can be." 

Both of these events are sponsored by 
the Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode 
Island, the Rhode Island Board of 
Rabbis and the Consulate General of 
Israel to New England. 

For more information, contact the 
Alliance at 861-8800. 

Brian Sullivan is a marketing asso
ciate for the Alliance. 

For Children Ages 4 - 12 

wwwf vt>rw()cd['Ji ,irnp, c:n 
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,, As an Israeli emissary, it's my job to 

teach people about Israel. I hope to give 

Rhode Islanders a stronger connection 

to their Jewish heritage. 
My name is Yisca Shalev. 

I am the Alliance." 

« Yisca Shalev brings Israel to our community 

through the Young Emissary Program 

I am the Alliance. 

We are Jewish tradition and values at work in daily 

life. We are social justice, lifelong Jewish learning, 

and loving kindness. We are a daily commitment 

to create healthier minds, bodies and community. 

We are Tzedakah and Tikkun 0/am. Through the 

Annual Community Campaign, our donations 

fund more than 300 programs and services that 

support and enhance Jewish life in Rhode Island, in 

Israel, and around the world. We are the Alliance. 

Jewish Alliance 
OF GREATER RHODE ISLAND 

Together, we are stronger. 

401 Elmgrove Avenue Providence, RI 02906 www.shalomri.org 

wwwjvhri.org 

J 
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Friday Temple Torat Yisrael's Spring $30 6 p.m. - Service, 7 p.m. - Dinner Monday Bazaar More info: 793-2520 Cost $10 adult/$5 children 10-

April 29 Jewelry, hand-blown glass, 
Brown RISO Hillel Annual 

18/children under 10 free May 9 
Holocaust Exhibit Continues 

bake sale, fashion handbags, Meeting More info: RSVP by May 2 to 
Jewish Learning Institute etc . 785-1800 

"When Humanity Fa ils" depicts Temple Torat Yisrael, 330 Park 
80 Brown St., Providence Course Begins 

the experience of the U.S. Ave., Cranston 6- 7:15 p.m. Shabbat Alive/Shabbat Chai The Rohr Jewish Learning 
servicemen who liberated the More info: 863-2805 Service Institute of RI begins its newest 
concentration camps at the end 

10 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
Interactive Shabbat service course, "Oasis in Time: The Gift 

of World War II. More info: Elaine at 338-1690 Holocaust Education & Re- combines musical instruments of Shabbat in a 24/7 World." 
Woodla nd Commons, UMass Yorn HaShoah Observance source Center Annual Meeting with traditional and new Ancient Jewish wisdom can 
Dartmouth, 285 Old Westport Program on how the Holocaust 

Special performance of melodies. A new prayer guide us toward achieving 
Rd., North Dartmouth, Mass. affected lives of Sephardic 

"Brundibar: Disguised book with translations and peace. 

10 a.m. - 8 p.m. weekdays; noon Jews in the Middle East and 
Resistance," installation of transliterations makes service Mondays beginning May 9 

- 8 p.m. Sat. and Sun; through North Africa . The Never Again 
officers. accessible to everyone. 7 p.m., Cha bad of West Bay, 

May 5 Award wi ll be presented to The Jewish Alliance of Greater Temple Ema nu-El, 99 Taft Ave ., 3871 Post Road, Warwick 
More info: 508-910-6551 or Ba rbara Sill iman. Rhode Island Social Hall, 401 Providence Tuesdays beginning May 10 
jsatlow@umassd.edu Temple Ema nu-El, 99 Taft Ave ., 

Elmgrove Ave., Providence 6:15 - 7:15 p.m. noon at Cha bad of West Bay 
Providence 7 p.m. More info: 331- 1616 3871 Post Road, Warwick 

Dan Nichols at Temple 
3 p.m. More info: 453-7860 or Tuesdays beginning May 10 Habonim mzeidman@hercri.org Saturday Jewish musician Dan Nichols More info: 331-1 616 6:30 p.m. at Tama risk Assisted 

and Rabb i Andrew Klein lead "Safeguarding Memory: Com- Alef List Presents Rock Climb-
May7 

Living, 3 Shalom Dr, Warwick 

Shabbat services. memorating Jewish Mass ing More info: www.myjli. 

Temple Habonim, 165 New Graves in Poland" Rock Spot Climbing, 100 PJ Library Shabbat Storytime com/?task=courses 

Meadow Road, Barrington WSBE screens a documentary, 
Higginson Ave., Lincoln & Activity at Beth Sholom 

Tuesday 6 p.m. - Dinner, 7:30 p.m. - narrated by Theodore Bike I, 7:30 - 9:30 p.m. Synagogue 

Service which focuses on elderly Polish $10 with RSVP and pre-pay, $1 5 Guest Storyteller: Yisca Shalev, 
May10 

$5 for dinner people who witnessed mass at the door BJE Isra el Emissa ry to Rhode 

More info: 245-6799 murders and burials during the More info: Wendy Jeering at Island. Ethiopian/Israeli Artist at 
Holocaust and are now telling 421 -4111 Beth Sholom Synagogue, UMass/Dartmouth 

Saturday thei r stories to individuals who Corner Ro chambeau Ave. and Jewelry maker Riki Mullu 
are commemorating these Thursday Camp St., Providence discusses "On Being Jewish In 
sacred grounds. April30 10 - 11 :15a.m. Ethiopia and be ing African in 
9:30 p.m. (repeated at 4:30 a.m. Mays More info: Elly Leyman at Israel. " 

Dan Nichols Concert on May 2 and 1 :30 a.m. on May elly207@gmail.com Board of Trustees Room, Foster Warwick/Cranston West Bay 
Dan Nichols, popular and 3) 

Kosher Lunch & Learn Jr. USY Havdalah Hoopla Hap- Building, UMass Dartmouth, 
influential Jewish musician, 285 Old Westport Road, North 
performs in concert. Tuesday Discussion, led by Ca ntor Rick pening 

Perlman, focuses on weekly For seventh and eighth graders. 
Dartmouth, Mass. 

Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard 
May3 Torah portion, and is followed Temple Emanu-EI, 99 Taft Ave., 1 12:30 - 2 p.m. 

Ave., Providence 
by a kosher del i lunch. Providence More info: 508-910-6551 or 

8 p.m. Tuesdays Together Temple Am David, 40 Gardiner 8:30 - 10 p.m. 
jsatlow@umassd.edu 

$10 Story time and hands-on St., Warwick $5 JFS Sponsors Alzheimer's 
More info: 331 -6070 activity for children ages 2- Noon - 1 p.m. Education Series 

4-years-old with responsible $10 
More info: provjrusy@gmail. 

Sunday adult. com Workshop for caregivers on 
More info: 463-7944 or challenging behavior and 

May l 
Jewish Community Day School, ca ntorrick@cox.net Sunday communication skills 
85 Taft Ave., Providence The Phyllis Siperstein Tamarisk 

Blood Drive at Temple Torat 10- 11 a.m. Hadassah Mother Daughter 
May 8 Assisted Living, 3 Shalom Dr., 

Yisrael More info: Lauri Lee at llee@ Program 
Warwick 

Observe the mitzvah of pikuach jcdsri.org or 751 -2470, ext. 16 Dr. Lesley Landau discusses Community MusicWorks 6:30 - 8 p.m. 
"Adult Mothers/Adult The Providence String Quartet nefesh, saving a life. JFS Sponsors Alzheimer's Daughters - Making the Most performs Osvaldo Golijov's "The 

More info: Lori at 421-0008 
Temple Torat Yisrael, 330 Park Education Series of Your Relationships," followed Prayers and Dreams of Isaac Yorn Ha'atzmaut Celebration 
Ave ., Cranston Workshop provides basic by Q&A and refreshments. the Blind," written for the string Israel 's 63rd birthday party with 
8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. information about memory loss 24 Rose Court, Providence quartet with the addition of performances by JCDS, Temple 
More info: 785-1800 issues. 7 p.m. klezmer clarinet. Habonim, Shireinu from Temple 

Temple Emanu-EI Religious The Phyllis Siperstein Tamarisk More info: 463-3636 Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard Sinai, Congregation Agudas 

School Open House 
Assisted Living, 3 Shalom Dr., Ave., Providence Achim, and Shir Shalom and Kol 
Warwick Friday Echad from Temple Beth-El. For families with children in 4p.m. 

grades K-7. 
6:30- 8 p.m. More info: Rob Massi at 331- The Alliance Social Hall, 401 

Temple Ema nu-El, 99 Taft Ave., 
More info: Lori at 421-0008 May6 6070 or Rmassi@temple-beth- Elmgrove Ave., Providence 

Providence Wednesday EKS-Early Kabbalah Shabbat el.erg 6:30- 9 p.m. 

9:30 a.m. Family-style Sha bbat services Yorn Hazikaron Ceremony More info: 421 -4111 

More info: Miriam Abrams- May 4 with Rabbi Joel Seltzer, Israel Memorial Day See story on page 8. 
Starkat331-1616ext.14or foll owed by community dinner, observance, open to the CALENDAR, Page 11 

Miriam@teprov.org The Miriam Hospital Women's PJ Library story time and craft community. 

Temple Etz Chaim Religious 
Association project. 7 p.m. Calendar Submissions 

School Open House 11 4th Annual Meeting Temple Ema nu-El, 99 Taft Ave ., The Alliance Social Hall, 401 Please note: Our next issue of 
For families with school-aged 

including installation of Providence Elmgrove Ave., Providence The Voice & Herald will be pub-

children. 
officers and board, and 5:45 p.m. More info: 421-4111 lished on May 13. Please send 
musical entertainment by Marc 

More info: 331-1616 calendar items for that issue by 
Medway Middle School, 45 Trachtenberg, piano, and Jan See story on page 8. May 2. Calendar items for the 
Holliston St., Medway, Mass. Schmidt, vocals. Temple Torat Yisrael's Shabbat May 27 issue are due May 16. 
9 - 11:30 a.m. Ledgemont Country Club, 131 Yachad Send all calendar items 
More info: Wendy Bierman Brown Ave., Seekonk, MA Temple Torat Yisrael, 1251 to nkirsch@shalomri.org 
at wendy.bierman@temple- 11 :30 a.m. - Luncheon, 1 p.m. - Middle Road, East Greenwich with the subject line of 
etzchaim.org or 508-528-5337 Meeting "CALENDAR." 

wwwjvhri_org 
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Midrasha graduation 
and teen recognition 

PROVIDENCE - The Harry 
Elkin Midrasha Community 
High School will hold its 
annual evening of gradua
tion and teen recognition on 
7 p.m. on Sunday, May 22, at 
Temple Emanu-El, 99 Taft 
Ave., in Providence. 

The Midrasha 2011 gradu
ates are Liana Flikier, Batya 
Franklin, Michelle Goliger, 
Adam Kolb, Dan LaBove, 
Sarah Margulies, Zachary 
Page, Charlotte Powning, 

Michael Ross, Joseph Sacks 
and Leah Siegel Reamer. 

The evening also honors 
students for their achieve
ments, community contribu
tions and dedication to their 
Jewish learning. 

The event is open to the 
community. 

For more information, 
contact Jana Brenman, 
director of teen education, 
at 421-4111, ext. 181 or 
jbre n man @s halomri .o rg. 

CALENDAR 
From Page 10 

Wednesday 
Mayu 
Jewish Seniors Agency An
nual Meeting 

Installation of officers and 
presentation of the Maurice 
Glicksman Leadership Award 

The Phyllis Siperstein Tamarisk 
Assisted Living, 3 Shalom Dr., 
Warwick 

7 p.m. 

More info: Diane at351 -4750 

Friday 
May13 
Yiddish Shmooz 

The Alliance, 401 Elmrove Ave., 
Providence 

9- 11 :30 a.m. 

More info: 861-8800 

The PJ Library Story Time 
Story time, bubbles, crafts and 
a kosher snack. 
Books on the Square, 471 
Angell St., Providence 

10-11 a.m. 

More info: Nicole Katzman 
at 861-8800, ext. 180 
or nkatzman@shalomri.org 

K'Tantan Shabbat 
Age-appropriate Shabbat 
service for families with very 
young children led by Rabbi 
Sarah Mack and Debbie 
Waldman; Shabbat dinner 
follows. 
Herman L. Bennett Chapel, 
Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard 
Ave ., Providence 

5:30 p.m. 
More info: 331 -6070 

Shabbat Hallelu - Service in 
Song 

Uplifting musical Shabbat, 
featuring Temple Beth-El 
musicians 

Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard 
Ave ., Providence 

6:30 p.m. - Light refreshments, 
7 p.m. - Service 

More info: Rob Massi at 331 -
6070 or Rmassi@temple-beth· 
el.org 

See story on page 12. 

Saturday 
May14 
Cirque-tastic at The Miriam 
Hospital Gala 

Annual gala features Cirque
tastic acrobatic performances 
and auction. 
RI Convention Center, 1 Sabin 
St., Providence 

6 p.m. 
More info: 444-3761 or www. 
miriamhospital.org 

Roslyn Kind in Concert 
Temple Sinai sponsored 
concert will partially benefit 
the Interfaith Poverty Coalition. 

The Park Theater, Park Ave., 
Cranston 

8 p.m. 
$38, $53, $78 
More info: 942-8350 

Sunday 
May15 
Hadassah Regional 
Conference 

Installation of Dr. Meredith 
Drench as Western New 
England Region president. 

Crowne Plaza Hotel, 
Greenwich Ave., Warwick 

9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
$36 includes lunch and 
entertainment 

More info: 413-445-5509 

Share the love .... 
Your words could 

earn you a 
Block Island trip 

ARE YOU A FAN of 
The Voice & Herald? 
Are you willing to 

hare your thoughts 
about the newspaper with our 
Jewish community? If so, you 
could win two round-trip tickets 
for the Block Island fe rry. 

Give us your best shot: 
• Tell us your five favorite 

aspects of the paper, or 
• Why it's important to you, or 
• How The Voice & Herald 

enriches your knowledge of the 
Jewish community, or 

• How you benefit fro m reading 
it. 

If you're among the lucky win
ners, not only will you be able to 
sail away to Block Island, courtesy 
of The Voice & Herald, but we 
w,ll also feature your picture and 
your message in upcoming issues 
of the newspaper. 

Don't wait another minute! 
Please send your story (of any 
length) to us by June 1. 

Please email nkirsch@shalomri.org 
or write Nancy Kirsch, The Jewish 
Voice & H erald, 130 Sessions St., 
Providence, RI 02906 

Employees of the Jewish Alliance 
of Greater Rhode Island are not 
allowed lo participate. 

Hebrew Free Loan 
holds annual meeting 

PROVIDENCE Gemiluth nization's officers and board of 
Chesed - the Hebrew Free Loan 
Association of Providence will 
host its 108th annual meeting on 
Tuesday, May 17 at 7:30 p.m. at the 
organization's office, 58 Burlington 
St., Providence. 

The meeting includes the elec
tion and installation of the orga-

wwwJvhri.org 

directors and a dessert reception. 
The special guest speaker is Nico
las Lowinger, the founder of Gotta 
Have Sole, a nonprofit organiza
tion. 

For more information or to R SVP 
by May 9, call 331-3081. 

NCJW/ 
RI offers 
college 

scholarships 
CRANSTON - The National 
Council of Jewish Women, 
Rhode Island Section will award 
scholarships to Rhode Island res
idents who will attend college in 
the fall of 2011. Scholarships will 
be awarded based on evidence of 
community service involvement, 
academic worthiness and finan
cial need. 

The deadline to request appli
cations is May 18; contact Estelle 
F radio, 130 Deerfield Road, 
Cranston, RI 02920 or at 942-
4486. 

NCJW is the oldest Jewish wom
en's organization in the. country, 
with more than 100,000 members 
dedicated to community service 
and social action to improve life for 
others. 
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Temple Beth-El's 'home-grown' hand 

Shabbat Hallelu 
features professional, 
amateur musicians 

BY NANCY KIRSCH 

nkirsch@shalomri.org 

/Eloise Weston 

Like many of the others, her day job 
does not revolve around music - she 
is an English professor at Bridgewa
ter State College in Massachusetts. 

Other regulars, besides Freed
man, Matorella and Barshay, 
include Dr. Peter Friedmann on 
saxophone; Steven Shalansky on 
acoustic guitar and John Torgan on 
upright bass. Dr. Sumner Fishbein 
plays oboe, Matthew De Qyartro 
plays trombone and Kyle Matthews 
plays flute. 

PROVIDENCE - At Temple 
Beth-El, congregants enjoy Shabbat 
Hallelu, Sabbath of musical praise, 
once each month. On those Friday 
nights - generally the third Friday 
of the month Shabbat services are 
held in the Silverstein Meeting 
Hall, a cozier and more informal 
space than the synagogue's sanc
tuary, and congregants enjoy the 
music of a "home-grown" band. 

Cantor Judy Seplowin describes 
Shabbat Hallelu's origin. "When 
we first started [in October 2007], it 
began with bass, two guitars, flute, 
clarinet and keyboard. And then it 
grew." The first year, the group per
formed only sporadically, she said, 
as they wanted to see how it would 
be received. "We keep it grassroots 
- we pull congregants into the band 
who are talented enough to read 
music and then play at the services." 

THE MUSICIANS OF SHABBAT HALLELU in 2009 - from left, Philip Matorella, Debbie Barshay, Stanley 
Freedman, Cantor Judy Seplowin, John Torgan, Dr. Peter Friedmann and Steven Shalansky. Not pic

tured are members Dr. Sumner Fishbein and Matthew DeQuattro. 

And this group welcomes the 
younger crowd as well. Before she 
went to college, Laura Kates occa
sionally played drums,Jacob Yopack 
played the Euphonium and Will 
Evans - who hasn't yet become a 
bar mitzvah - sat in on keyboards 
when Matorella was unavailable. 

Friedmann also plays in a band 
called the Cosmic Sneeze; as 
Cosmic Sneeze plays venues such 
as AS220 later in the evening, his 
musical gigs don't overlap. 

More often than not, Seplowin 
solos with the musicians perform
ing at Shabbat Hallelu services; on 

the rare occasion, the synagogue's 
all-volunteer choir may sing backup. 
In all instances, Stan Freedman 
serves as the musical director and 
arranger. Freedman, who also plays 
clarinet, comes to this experience 
naturally - not only did he teach 
music for 25 years at Hope High 
School in Providence and conduct 
Temple Sinai's choir for 15 year,, he 
also plays in his own band, Sounds 
ofSirncha. 

Freedman and Philip Matorella, 
who plays keyboard, are the only 
two musicians who are paid, said 
Seplowin, the rest are all volunteers. 

And what kind of music is played? 
"It's the same liturgical music that 
we would sing on other occasions 
at other Shabbat services," said 
Seplowin, "but we get a little jazzed 
up. We might do Craig Taubman's 
[version of] '!.:cha Dodi;' we use a 
beautiful 'Adon Olam' that Stan 

cHusetts with our 
Sept mber 30,2011 issue of 
The Jewish Voice & Herald, 
publisher of this informative 
handbook. 

Tricia Stearly 
401-421-4111 ext 160 
tstearly@shalomri.org 
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Schertzer wrote." 
Beth-El, like many other Reform 

congregations around the country, 
has been incorporating synagogue 
bands for Shabbat worship; and 
people enjoy it, said Seplowin. "We 
transform the meeting hall into 
sacred space." The Shabbat Hallelu 
evenings begin with a light catered 
dinner followed by the musical ser
vice. There's no sermon, but a short 
d'var Torah instead, and an oneg fol
lows the service. The short service 
artracts a mix of people - singles, 
seniors and others - and people are 
energized, said Seplowin. 

O RGANIC GATHERING 

Just like other musical groups, 
this one includes a core group of 
musicians, along with others who 
may float in and out. 

Debbie Barshay, the flautist in the 
core group, calls it "a wonderful ser
vice. I love being part ofit." Barshay, 
who grew up at Temple Beth-El, 
also plays with the Lafayette Com
munity Band in North Kingstown. 

Silverman 
··-:·-. McGovern 

• •• STAFFING 4i R.ECIW ITING . . ···•·· . -·· • 

Freedman is the musical "gate
keeper" - anyone who wishes to 
participate must audition with him. 
"This band is talented enough to be 
able to read [the musical arrange
ment] with very little rehearsal 
time," said Seplowin. 

As the group takes the summer 
off, the last Shabbat Hallelu for the 
season will be held on Friday, May 
13, as part of the synagogue's high 
school graduation ceremonies. The 
music is sponsored by the Leon
ard C. Mandell Music Fund, and 
refreshments are paid for through 
the Benefactors Fund. 

For more information about audi
tioning (Temple Beth-El members 
only), contact Stan Freedman atfreed
man3@cox.net. For more £nformation 

about Shabbat Hallelu services, contact 
the synagogue at 331-6070. 

Administrative · Creative · Marketing 
Staffing and Recruiting Specialists 

401.632.0580 
Faye@SilvermanMcGovern.com 

Faye L. Silverman 
Managing Partner 

"Connecting 
Great People with 
Great Companies" 

www.silvermanmcgovern.com 
284 W. Exchange St. Providence, RI 02903 
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B v ToRI HITCHINER 

Special to The Voice & H erald 

KINGSTON - URI Hillel 's 
program associate Joie Schwartz 
is getting married. On May 15, 
she will wed her fiance Zach 
Magnone; but in the meantime, 
the URI Hillel community 
thought, "Why wait to celebrate?' 
On April 3, some 50 students, 
friends and others associated 
with the URI Hillel attended a 
mock traditional Jewish wedding 
ceremony, featuring Schwartz 
and Magnone in their upcom
ing roles as bride and groom. 
"It's more exciting to demonstrate 
it [a Jewish wedding] than have 
students read about it," says Amy 
Olson, URI Hillel 's executive 
director. The Hillel Center's social 
hall was decorated to look like a 
synagogue, and Micah Schwartz, 
a student, portrayed the rabbi. 
With the Yarmulkazi - Brown 
University's premier klezmer 
band - performing traditional 
wedding music, the ceremony 
began. A wedding party of 
friends and Hillel students 
walked down the aisle, and other 
students carried the huppah, rep
resenting the couple's first home. 
Programs for the guests explained 
all the Hebrew terms used during 
the wedding, as the "rabbi" nar
rated the action. Those who 
weren't familiar with Jewish 
weddings - including URI fresh
men Anna Rashid and Jos Mairy 
attending the wedding as part 
of their religions class - found 
the explanations very helpful. "It 
was really meaningful and differ
ent," said Mairy. "I appreciated 
him [the 'rabbi'] translating." 
After the bride and groom, wear
ing a white dress and a kittel, the 
white robe the groom wears over 
his clothes at an Orthodox wed-

JEFFREY B. PINE, PC 
A ttorneys at Lnw 

Attomry Gtneral 199J-Jm 

• Criminal Defense 
• Personal Injury/Serious Accidents 
• CIYil and Business Litigation 
• Divorce/Family Law 
• Probate/Estate Planning 
• Real Estate 

Attorneys 
JEFFREY B. PI NE 

BRIAN G. GOLDSTEIN 

321 South Main St .• Suite 301 
Providence, RI· 401.351.8200 

Summit Plaza · 231 Old Tower Rd. 
Wakefield, RI • 401.788.9100 

www.pinelaw.com 

URI Hillel holds a 'mock wedding' 
~ 

FROM LEFT, IAN WEININGER, Matt Merin, Zach Magnone, 
Joie Schwartz, Micah Schwartz 

THE BRIDE, JOIE SCHWARTZ, and the groom, Zach 
Magnone, feed each other pieces of wedding cake. 

ding, respectively, reached the 
huppah, the Erusin, betrothal 
ceremony began. The rabbi read 

"lt's more exciting 
to demonstrate it 

[a Jewish wedding] 
than have students 

read about it." 

the various blessings, includ
ing the Kiddush - over a cup 
of grape juice - the Erusin and 
the Sheva B 'rakhot, the seven 
special blessings that constitute 
the core of the marriage cer
emony. Even the glass-breaking 

was included, with the program 
listing a variety of interpreta
tions for what that act may 
symbolize at a Jewish wedding. 
The guests shouted "Maza! 
tov!" And though the ceremony 
was finished, the party had just 
begun. Schwartz and Magnone 
were given time to relax and 
catch a few minutes alone, the 
ritual yihud, while the social hall 
was prepared for the meal and 
dancing to follow. "The greatest 
commandment is entertaining 
the bride and groom," Olson 
announced to the crowd - which 
was all the encouragement 
anyone needed to start dancing. 
Guests were then treated to a 
brunch of bagels, salad, and of 
course, wedding cake . The rabbi 
recited Birkat H a-mazon, grace, 
and the Sheva B 'rakhot were 

$ INTEREST 
FREE LOANS $ 

We loan money 
NO INTEREST OR FEES CHARGED 
WE ARE HERE TO HELP YOU 

Rhode Island residents if you are having problems 

LOANS UP TO $2,400 
For medicaJ and dental bills. heating and e lectric bills. 

home and car repairs, etc. 

LOANS UP TO $3,600 
For schooUng and educational purposes 

THE HEBREW FREE LOAN 
ASSOCIATION OF PROVIDENCE 

(Gemilath Chesed) 

Contact us at: 401-331 -3081 
or www.hflprovidence.org 

JOIN US, BECOME A MEMBER! 

wwwjvhri.org 

repeated to close the event. 
Patrice Hayes, an elementary 

education and psychology major 
from Connecticut, sa id she 
enjoyed the mock wedding. "It's 
a new experience. I'm not Jewish 
and I've never been to a Jewish 
wedding before." Lily Nieto, one 
of the committee members for 
the event and Hayes' roommate, 
had encouraged her to attend. 
Schwartz and Magnone are proud 
to have been able to tum their 
happiness into a learning experi
ence. 

"It feels amazing that I was 
able to share the simcha with stu
dents and the URI community," 
Schwartz says. 

Magnone agrees. "I saw a lot of 
enlightened faces. I'm really glad 
they put this together." 

Ton· Hitchiner is a senior jour
nalism major at the University of 
Rhode Island. Contact her at tori. 
hitchiner@gmail.com. 

URI H illel is a partner agency of 
the Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode 
Island. 

HOUSE 

Program begins at 9:30 a.m. 

For families with children in grades K-7 
interested in experiencing a stellar 

Jewish education. 
Non-members of the Temple are welcome. 

For more information and to RSVP, 

contact Miriam Abrams-Stark, 

Director of Congregational Learning, 

401 331 -1616, ext.14, or miriam@teprov.org 

JEWISH EDUCATION 

See how we can give your child the ultimate gift. 

• Temple Emanu-EI 
99 Taft Avenue • Providence, RI 02906 
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BY VOICE & HERALD STAFF 

voiceherald@shalomri.org 

PROVIDENCE - While Jay 
Leon is a household name, Bob 
Perlow is not... yet. Leno, then 
a student, and Perlow, then a 
teacher, first met in 1980 when 
they both responded to an ad 
in an alternative newspaper in 
Boston asking, "Are you funny?" 

Fast forward more than 30 
years and Perlow, a Pawtucket 
native, will share his comedic life 
story through a show that is aptly 
named "The Warm-Up Guy." The 
show, on May 5 and May 12, at 
The Comedy Connection in East 
Providence, will offer the audi
ence the insiders' view of "behind 
the scenes" ill Hollywood. 

Calling it his "post-Passover 
show," Perlow says, "The show 
chronicles my life in show busi
ness and gives the audience a 
backstage peek at TV shows. [The 
Comedy Central audience J is an 
audience at a fictional TV show." 

After working with a comedy 
group in Boston and doing shows 
at local colleges and clubs, Perlow 
took the advice popularized by 
H orace G reeley, to "Go W est, 
young man" and moved to Cali
forn ia. While he was participat
ing in a comedy workshop, he 
landed a job writing for "Laverne 
& Shirley," the TV sitcom that 
aired from 1976 to 1983. Then, 

-

Three Jewish guys put on a show 
Gary Marshall asked him to 
"warm-up" the audience members 
before the show aired. 

During the next 30 years, 
he transitioned between writ
ing, acting and doing warm-ups 
for sitcoms, including "Cheers," 
"Newhart," "Taxi," "Friends" and 
others. For 15 years, he "warmed
up" the audiences of "The Tonight 
Show." 

His pilot TV show, "Let Bob 
Do It," a segment of a morn
ing show in New York City, had 
Perlow completing chores or work 
assignments that others couldn't 
- or wouldn't - do. The pilot, co
produced by Jason Alexander of 
"Seinfeld," didn't get picked up 
for distribution, but during its 
run, he cared for a baby and a dog 
for a day, and attended a wedding. 

And it's not solely Perlow who's 
involved in this Comedy Con
nection show - he's collaborat
ing with two other Jewish friends 
from Rhode Island - Robert 
Sweet and Steven Feinberg. 

Sweet calls "The Warm-Up 
Guy" a multi-media show, with 
video, audience participation and 
plenty of music. "It's fun, funny 
and very poignant," said Sweet, 
the show's producer. "I'm the glue 
that holds this together.... [I do] 
whatever has to be done. It's been 
a privilege and a pleasure and a lot 
of work [to get this show ready]." 

BOB PERLOW and JAY LENO 
Sweet attributes his fascina

tion with music and concerts to 
his early childhood, as his parents 
took him to shows when he was 
very young. 

Feinberg, who is better known 
for serving as the director of 
the Rhode Island Film & TV 
Office, met Perlow about 30 years 
ago, when he fi rst landed in Los 
Angeles; they would run into 
one another as their career paths 
crossed. A native of Cranston, 
Feinberg said he "had to jump 

at the chance [to work together], 
because it brought our friendship 
full circle. I wanted to help him 
illustrate the important theme 
and '"story of 'The Warm-Up 
Guy. 

Feinberg, who is the show's 
writer and co-director, added, 
"We want the aud ience to leave 
this show with smiles on their 
faces." 

The show, approximately 75 
minutes long, is fami ly friendly, 
said Sweet, and includes a 

Temple Sinai Presents 

Humor is in Jews' 
DNA - through 
all the years of 

suffering, we had 
to have a sense of 

humor." 

soundtrack with iconic music 
from sitcoms' theme songs. "If 
the show [does well], I could go 
on the road with it," said Perlow. 
"This is my first year back in New 
England for 35 years . It was either 
my last winter in Rhode Island or, 
based on ticket sales, the begin
ning of many more years here." 

What is the connection, he was 
asked, between Jews and humor? 

"My father owned a shoe store 
and my mom was a homemaker, 
but they were funny. Humor is 
in Jews' DNA - through all the 
years of suffering, we had to have 
a sense of humor." 

The show will play at The Comedy 
Connection, 39 Warren Ave., East 
Providence, at 8 p. m. on Thurs
day, May 5 and Thursday, May 12. 
Tickets are $15 per person. To pur
chase tickets, ca/1438-8383 or visit 
www.ricomedyconnection.com. 

JRoslyn Kind in C9oncert 
Saturday, May 14, 2011 - 8:00 P.M. 

Tlie Park Theater aka The Rhode Island Center for the Performing Arts 

A Park Avenue, Cranston 

Los Angeles Times critic Don Heckman put it, "Forget that Roslyn Kind is Barbra 
Streisand's kid sister - she's too good and too special to · 

worry about comparisons .. . " 
Roslyn has four decades of experience on television, movies and 
specials. She also played "herself" in a recurring role on "The 
Nanny" with Fran Drescher. 

Early in her career she made appearances on The Ed Sullivan 
Show, The Tonight Show and Saturday Night Live. She has also 
played to sold-out audiences in The Plaza's Persian Room and most recently, Carnegie Hall 
with her good friend, Michael Feinstein, as her accompanist. 

TEMPLE SINAI in Cranston is sponsoring the concert with partial proceeds donation going to 
The Interfaith Poverty Coalition. The Interfaith Poverty Coalition was founded in 2008 to be a 
moral voice addressing systemic issues that underline poverty. The coalition includes over 
100 congregations, including The Rhode Island Council of Churches, the Jewish Alliance of 
Greater Rhode Island, the Roman Catholic Diocese and the American Baptist Churches of R.I. 

Ticket prices are: VIP tickets, including MEET & GREET Roslyn after 
the concert with lite fare and a cash bar ... S78. 
Premium seating .. . $53- choice seating ... SJB. 

You can hear and watch Roslyn at www.roslynkind.com 

wwwjvhri.org 
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'li recipe Vibrant Jewish Voice & Herald 
I from Nancy Kirsch, Executive Editor 

ingredients 

Simchas and obituaries Your Patron Gift! 
Columns and letters to the editor 
Calendar 
Local news and feature stories 
National and international news 

Please donate as generously as you 
can, so that The Jewish Voice & Herald 
can continue to satisfy your appetite 
for Jewish news. 

Please ~ake your tax-deductible 
donation securely on line at 

www.JVHRl.org, 
or by check, made out to 

The Jewish Voice & Herald 
401 Elmgrove Avenue 

Providence, R.I. 02906 
If All donationsare tax deductible 

you donate $54 or more and t d . 
the ponion of your contributi: t.'n the chef event (valued at $20), 

n '" excess of $20 is tax-deductible. 

rt 

Every donor who contributes $54 or more to our patron campaign is 
invited to a complimentary reception with Chef Walter Potenza at 
Walter's Restaurant, 286 Atwells Avenue, on Federal Hill in Providence 
on Thursday, May 26, from 7 - 9 p.m. Chef Potenza will share his 
knowledge of the Jewish ghettos in Italy, while you nosh on his 
Jewish-Italian appetizers and enjoy a complimentary glass of wine, 
watch a cooking demonstration and participate in a Q & A. Cash bar 
and free valet parking available. Space is limited, so sign up now. 
When you return your check for $54 (per person) or more, please mark 
the envelope,"Count Me In." 

ConsL..r 1 bi-weekly Serve_ 20,000 Jews in Greater R.I. 

wwwjvhri.org 
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Springtime savorings 

Fresh, flavoiful 
offerings allow you 

to eat locally 

salads, savory vegetables and juicy 
frui ts; cook spontaneously and joy
fully with the fre sh and delectable 
local produce that is finally, after a 
long winter, available. 

"'Everything"' Salad 
Ingredients for the 

~ - ------------- ------,----- --, 

BY SHA HON W EISSBUHG 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

CAN YOU FEEL IT 
in the air? Spring has 
sprung in New Eng
land! Look outside 

and you'll see trees bursting into 
bloom, flowers rising suddenly out 
of the earth ... and, as ever, your 
beckoning garden. This spring, use 
the new life in your garden or your 
local fa rmers' markets to make 
delicious, flavorful meals for you 
and your loved ones. E njoy colorful 

Not only are these recipes nutri
tious and delicious, they are easy 
and quick to make. After all, who 
has time on a gorgeous spring day 
to stand around and wait for food 
to cook? An added bonus for those 
who are cutting down on their 
consumption of meat: All these 
recipes are vegetarian-friendly. 

The following recipes are from 
"The Book of New Israeli Food: A 
Culinary Journey," by Janna Cur, 
and published by Al Hashulchan 
Gastronomic Media Ltd., Tel 
Aviv, 2007. 

creamy herb dressing 

1 cup fresh mint 
1/2 cup fresh basil 
1 cup fresh parsley 
1/4 cup chives 
1 cup mayonnaise (preferably 

homemade) 
4 ounces of sour cream 
Salt and freshly ground pepper 

Ingredients fo r the salad 

4-5 tomatoes, diced 
3-4 cucumbers, peeled and diced 
Large handful of garden rocket 

leaves, shredded 
6 leaves romaine lettuce, shred

ded 
2-3 tablespoons fresh parsley, 

coarsely chopped 
2-3 tablespoons fresh mint, 

coarsely chopped 
Israeli cheesecake 

7 ounces Feta cheese, cut into 
cubes 

Croutons 
Method 

To make the dressing, puree the 
herbs and the sour cream in a food 
processor. Add the mayonnaise, 
season with salt and pepper and 
mix well. The dressing will keep in 

ably in a sealed plastic bag to make 
peeling easier. Peel and remove the 
membranes and seeds. Chop the 
peppers coarsely, or cut into strips 
or large wedges. 

Transfer the peppers to a bowl; 
add the vinegar, garlic, salt and 
pa rsley and/or dill. Refrigerate. 

/ the refrigerator up to 2 days. 
-----"'-- ----"-' To assemble the salad, mix the 

SHASHUKA vegetables, lettuce, rocket leaves 

After a few hours, the peppers 
will absorb the marinade flavors 
and can be served. If you prefer a 
pronounced sour taste, marinate 
them for a few days. 

SECOND ANNUAL 
RHODE ISLAND 

KOSHER 
CHILI 
COOK-OFF 
JUNE 5, 2011 
3 SIVAN 5771 

Kosher Chili Cook-Off Competition 
with Local Teams 

Come cheer for your favorite team! 

Fun activities for the whole family! 
Concessions • Entertainment • Prizes 

For detai ls, visit us online at 
www.rikosherchilicookoff.com 

All proceeds benefit family programming 
in our community. 

All are welcome! 

401 Elmgrove Avenue 
Providence, RI 02906 

401-861-8800 

A program of 

Jewish Alliance 
O F GR EATER RHODE I SLAND 

Together, we are stronger. 
www .shalomri.org 

and herbs and transfer to a shallow 
bowl. Spoon on a few tablespoons 
of the dressing, sprinkle Feta 
cheese and croutons on top. Serve 
at once. 

Serves 4-6 

Roasted peppers in marinade 
Ingredients 

6-8 regular sweet red peppers 
2-3 tablespoons white wine vin

egar 
2 cloves garlic, chopped or sliced 

thinly 
Salt 
3 parsley and/or dill sprigs 

Method 

Roast the peppers over an open 
fl ame or under the grill until the 
skin is charred. 

Allow peppers to cool, prefer-

Remove them from the refrig
erator half an hour before serving. 

Serves 6. 

Shashuka with spinach 
and Feta 

Ingredients 

2 leeks (white part only), finely 
sliced 

1 tablespoon butter 
18 ounces fresh spinach leaves, 

washed and trimmed 
2 cloves garlic 
Salt and freshly ground pepper 
6 eggs 
4 ounces Feta cheese, crumbled 

Method 

M elt the butter in a large deep 
skillet and saute the leeks until soft 
and translucent but not brown. 

Add spinach and garlic and 

If you're not eating 
CASERTNs you're 
not eating pizza! 

s1-•• OFF ~,~·- .. -
~ a delicious 12-piece pizza 

The OR IGINAL 

CASERTA 
PIZZERIA 
A Rhode Island Tradition for over 50 years 

Parking available 

TAKE OUT 272-3618 or 621-3618 or 621-9190 
JV 

wwwjvhri.org 

saute for 5 minutes. Season gently 
- remember that the cheese is quite 
salty. 

Break the eggs one by one and 
slide onto the spinach. Arrange 
the yolks around the pan. Sprinkle 
the cheese around the pan. 

Turn heat to low, cover the pan 
and simmer until the egg whites 
are set, 5-7 minutes. 

Serve immediately. 
Serves 4. 
And with Shavuot coming, why 

not try C ur's recipe for an Israeli 
cheescake? 

Israeli cheesecake 
Bake this in an 8" x 11".rectan

gular baking dish. 
Crust and topping ingredients 

7 ounces (or 1-and-2/3 cups) 
crumbled petit-beurre cookies 

4 ounces melted butter 
2 tablespoons sugar 

Filling ingredients 

7 ounces butter 
1 cup sugar 
1 egg 
1 egg yolk 
9 ounces gvina levana, a soft, 

low-fat, white cheese or, if unavail
able, cream cheese 

7 ounces sour cream 
Method 

To prepare the crust and top
ping, combine the crumbled cook
ies with the sugar and melted 
butter. 

Press two-thirds of the mixture 
onto the bottom of the baking 
dish. Freeze for 15 minutes until 
the crust solidifies. Keep the rest 
for the topping. 

To prepare the fi lling, beat the 
butter with the sugar, egg and egg 
yolk in a mixer for 10 minutes until 
creamy and fluffy. 

Gently fold in the cheese and 
the sour cream and pour the filling 
into the prepared crust. Coat with 
the remaining cookie crumb mix
ture and refrigerate for 24 hours 
before serving. 

Sharon Weissburg, a senior at 
Classical High School in Providence, 
is an intern far 1he Voice & H erald. 
Contact her at sharon.meira@gmail. 
com. 
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'I AM THE ALLIANCE' 

A collaborative effort brings Purim to life 
B Y B 111AN SuLJ, IVAN 

bsullivan@shalomri. org 

PROVJDENCE- Rabbi Joel Selt
zer ofTemple Emanu-El and Marc 
Trachtenberg of Rock-a-Baby 
brought to life the book - "Purim, 
Purim What Do You See?" - with 
a performance at Temple Emanu
El's Children's Purim Program on 
March 20. "Their performance 
was so great- I wish we cou ld have 
recorded it," said Nicole Katzman, 
Shalom Family director, at the 
Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode 
Island (Alliance). So that's what 
they did. With a small audience of 
children decked out in their Purim 
costumes, the performance was 
repeated on April 7, and captured 
on video. 

The Purim book, created by 
Diane Cerep, director of the Cre
ativity Center at the Alliance, was 
produced as a teaching tool to help 
children learn the story of Purim. 

With Trachtenberg on keyboard 
and vocals, Rabbi Seltzer engaged 
the children with the interactive 
book. The cast of Purim characters 
includes King Ahasuerus, queens 
E sther and Vashti and the evil 
King Mordechai. "We're excited 
to see the community continue to 
grow with each other and bring 
a vibrant Jewish life to the entire 
greater Rhode Island community," 
said Seltzer. 

"This is a terrific example of 
how th ree partner agencies came 

ROCK-A-BABY PERFORMERS Kate Jones, Benny Tilchin and Marc Trachtenberg, far right, with Paula Papatella and daughter Sophia with 
puppets Rhythm, Melody & Harmony 

together and worked to bring this 
performance to the community," 
said Katzman. 

The Alliance Creativity Center 
provides educators and families 
with hundreds of instructional 
aids, educational materials and 

art supplies. "Many classes have 
come to the Creativity Center 
to make projects or to enhance 
projects they are working on in 
school ," said Cercp. Teachers arc 
strongly encouraged to call or visit 
for personalized, in-depth consul-

tations and to learn how to adapt, 
create, and integrate instructional 
materials into their classroom. 

The video can be seen on www. 
J FRl.org, on the Campaign 2011 
tab, under the heading, 1he Impact of 
Your Giving. 

For more information about the 
Creativity Center and hours of opera
tion, contact Diane Cerep at dcerep@ 
shalomri.org or 421-4111, ext. 222. 

Brian Sullivan is a marketing 
associate far the Alliance. 

AMERICAN FRIENDS OF MAGENi>AVIDADOM · 
A Legacy of Ensuri11g that MDA is ALWAYS Prepared 

. . ...... : ... .- l;.); , .• , . . ' • 

MDA paramedics come to the rescue moments 
after the March 23, 2011 bombing in Jerusalem. · Tlianks to\iour strong support! 

! nr.l'V l11NY.l~)'T1 01' 
Happy 63rd Birthday to Israel! 

AMERICAN FRIENDS OF 
MAGEN DAVID ADOM 

ARMDI • NORTHEAST REGION 

SAVING LIVES IN [SRAEL 
FOR 71 YEARS 

Please Donate Now! 

Gary Perl, Regional Director 
352 Seventh Avenue, Suite 400 

New York, NY 10001 

www.afmda.org 

Burton Klein, New England Representative, 
617-916-1827 

(866) 632-2763 • northeast@afmda.org burtklein@verizon.net 

wwwjvhri.org 
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Begin early to nurture gardening zeal 

A simple project for 
children 

BY C A RYL FR EEDMAN 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

My P AT ER NA L 
g rand father, Bill 
Brown (Papa), 
had a sensational 

garden behind his home on the 
East Side. The lot on 10 th Street 
was d iminutive, but he fa rmed 
every square inch . It was h is pas
sion. Vegetables of every genre; 
a glorious symphony of Aowers 
spilled onto pebbled pathways . 

Papa had grape vines, from 
which he crafted his own lusty 
wine. The vat that stored h is grape 
harvest si ts in my living room as 
a table base, and his wine press 
graces ou r kitchen. As a teen
ager, I glibly rolled my eyes as 
he attempted to share his years 
of gardening knowledge. I dis
missed his garden journals and 
vast horticul tural library. I wish 
my Papa had begun to share hi s 
wisdom when I was a small child . 
Papa, you should see your gra nd
daughter now. The gardening 
gene finally kicked in two decades 
ago. 

Papa has been gone since 1973, 
but I needed g uidance. Becoming 
a URI M aster Gardener in 2002 
offered me a solid core cu rricu
lum, frequent advanced educa
t ion topics and the opportunity to 

share my knowledge th rough vol
unteeri sm. One of my interests is 
reaching out to young children - I 
hope to ignite an early gratifica
tion for the pleasures of playing in 
the soil and marveling over a crop 
sown from a tiny seed . 

Teaching young children 
about gardening is to "nurture" 
an appreciation for a natural and 
healthy life. Nature spontaneously 
generates curiosity, so introduc
ing kids to a simple garden project 
is fun and educational. Start with 
a simple project , courtesy of the 
URI Master Gardeners. 

SIMPLE PLANTPOT AND HOTHOUSE 

You will need: 

• O ne single piece of fu ll size 
newspaper 

• One unopened ca n of soup 
• Masking tape 
• A clear plastic bag from a 

bakery or fruit department 
• One cup of potting soil 
• Some seeds 
Fold the piece of newspaper in 

half the long way twice, so you 
have a long, thin strip. 

Roll the newspaper around the 
can. Tape the paper together at 
the seam, just below the top rim 
of the can. 

Fold the bottom of the paper in, 

ceom_;kmenfr fir£ ~aiky 
Original Art & Framing for Home & Office 

■ Complete installation & 
delivery serv ices 

■ Unique custom framing 

■ Appraisals 

I 

50 Lambert Lind Hwy. 
Warwick, RI 02886 
401.739.9300 
800 .841.4067 

www.complementsartgallery.com 

CARYL FREEDMAN 'S GARDEN 

a small section at a time, cover
ing the bottom of the can. Tape 
in place. 

Slip the paper off the can. 
Fill the paper plantpot with 

potting mix. 
Place three or fou r seeds on top 

of the soil and cover with just a bit 
more soil. 

W ater the plantpot slightly and 
place inside the plastic bag. 

Seal the bag but do not open it 
or water it until you see the plant 
start to grow out of the soil. 

Open the bag and place in a 
sunny spot until it is warm enough 

"As a teenager, 
1 g1ib1y ro11ed 
my eyes as he 
attempted to 

share his years 
of gardening 
know1edge." 

to plant outside. Water the plant 
when it feel s dry. 

Plant the whole pot in the 
ground outside, after all danger 
of frost. The newspaper and the 
masking tape will decompose. 

What to grow? Large seeds are 
the simplest and easier for a child 
to handle . L arge seeds grow faster 
and may be ready to plant outside 
in just three or four weeks. Great 
choices are cucumbers, zucchini, 

wwwjvhri.org 

CARYL FREEDMAN'S GARDEN 

squash, cosmos , marigolds, nas
turtiums, zinnias or sunflowers. 

Gardening is fun, produc
tive and practical. It is even 
more enjoyable when grandpar
ents, parents and children learn 
together. H ave fun planting! 

The URI M aster Gardeners are 
a wonderful local resource. The 10th 
annual East Farm Spring Festival 
is Saturday, May 7 in Kingston, 

from 10 a.m. - 2 p.m., located on 
R oute 108. 1here will be workshops, 

gr,en exhibits, pH soil testing, chil
dren's tent, entertainment and URI 
M aster Gardener-grown plants for 
sale. A ll activities and parking are 
free. 

Caryl 
Warwick. 

Freedman lives in 
An Advanced URI 

M aster Gardener, she is a member 
of the Hall of Fame with more than 
1,500 volunteer hours. Contact her 
at Cfreedman@cox.net. 
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/American Wallpaper Co. /Nancy Kirsch 
AMERICAN WALLPAPER in an earlier time A TREASURE TROVE of fabric samples 

WALLPAPER is one of many products offered at American Wallpaper in Fall River, Mass. 
From Page 1 

that Fall River would be a good 
place to open a busi ness . And so 
he did, establishing America n 
W allpaper in 1923. 

Today, Samuel's granddaugh
ter, Leah Hersh and her husband, 
Kenny Hersh , are vice president 
and president, respectively of 
American Wallpaper. 

In a visit to American Wallpa
per, The Jewish Voice & Herald 
talked with Ab, Leah and Kenny 
about the company's evolution. 

Born in Fall River one year after 
the company was established, Ab 
jokingly recalled, "I came to work 
as a little boy. I never could be late 
for work or I'd get fired!" 

On a more serious note, he 
talked about the work he did as 
a young child. Items weren't pre
packaged then, but came in bulk 
barrels, so Ab would transfer lin
seed oil, turpentine and paste from 
large bulk barrels into one-pound 
or fou r-pound containers for retail 
customers. 

The store was open every day but 
Sunday. Saturdays were their busi
est and longest day, with the store 
open from 7 a.m. to 9 p.m. The 
typical employee started with the 
company at age 16 and retired 49 
years later, said Ab. 

Ab went to Brown University, 
but his studies were interrupted 
when he enlisted in the Army in 
October 1942; after specialized 
training in New Jersey, he was sent 
to Europe. 

POST-WORLD WAR II 
In December 1945, Ab returned 

home and to Brown, where he met 
his future wife, Marilyn Silver
man, then a Pembroke student. 

"We got married in 1949, [when] 
my dad was running the business," 
said Ab. "I thought coming into 
the business was the right thing 
to do." After seeing so much of 
Europe during the war, Ab simply 

wanted to "stay home." 
Ab calls Sam a highly disci

plined individual for whom right 
was right and wrong was wrong. 
Although he became president in 
1968 - before Sam retired - Ab 
said, "When my father was here, 
he was the boss, whether I was the 
president or not." 

Leah remembers Sam ,!S "ethi
cal and fair, and very good to his 
employees." 

The strong demand fo r post
W orld War II housing was a boon 
for American Wallpaper. Devel
opers gave homebuyers stipends to 
furni sh their homes with wallpa
per, drapes, etc. which they spent 
at American Wallpaper. 

As Ab assumed leadership, he 
established his own imprimatur on 
the company, including offering 
profit sharing for the employees. 

NOTUING STAYS TUE SAl\l E 

Although Leah and her two 
sisters worked at American Wall
paper after school and summers, 
Leah remembers that they each 
vowed, "I'm never going to do this 
[as a career] ." 

I ronically, Kenny had a similar 
reaction to joining the company. 
Returning to the U.S . in Octo
ber 1980 from a yearlong pro
gram in Israel, he realized that 
October was not a good time to 
find a teaching job. "My father
in-law asked if I would try it out 
for a year. My family had been in 
the retail clothing business and I 
knew that retail was the last thing 
I wanted to do," wrote Kenny, who 
communicated through email due 
to a neurological condition that 
affects his speaking ability. 

Kenny, who became president 
in 1991, was already a 10-year 
company veteran when the "light 
bulb went off'' for Leah and she 
reconsidered her decision. "W e 
had three kids and I thought I'd 
have more flexibility working in 

the store [than in nursing admin
istration]," she said . She took some 
design courses and joined her hus
band and her father in the store. 

With 1,000 patterns of wallpa
per in stock and an active Web site, 
American W allpaper has come a 
long way si nce Sam founded it. The 
one-floor store, home to American 
Wallpaper since 1962 and within 
eyeballing distance of its original 
location, is much more efficient 
and streamlined. The large inven
tory, said Leah, allows them to 
offer discounts of 50 to 80 percent. 

The old-fashioned cash register, 
prominently displayed, is a pow
erful symbol of change: The larg
est purchase it could record was 
$99.99! While Ab distributed cash 
envelopes to people each week 
and sent invoices in hand-written 
envelopes, the H ershes initiated a 
biweekly payroll system, comput
erized many systems and estab
lished a Web site. 

Today, as vice president of sales, 
Leah handles the design side of the 
business, which includes both resi
dential and commercial customers. 
With a certificate in design from 
the National D ecorating Prod
ucts Association and more than 
20 years of experience, Leah can 
provide decorating expertise, from 
floors to ceilings, and the products 
to go with her advice. 

Kenny, said Leah, "has the best 
technical knowledge." As presi
dent, Kenny educates and trains 
the staff and deals with vendors. 
But, she added, "It's a retail busi
ness, so we all do everything." 

A s with other successful family 
business transfers of power, each 
generation leaves its own legacy. 
Perhaps a bit unlike his father, Ab 
recognized that only one person 
is in charge. "I never interfered; 
whoever ran it, did it their way," he 
said. Clearly proud of his daughter 
and son-in-law, he noted, with a 

wwwjvhri.org 

twinkle in his eye, that the office 
is messier than when he was at the 
store. 

Loyalty runs deep; today, the 
company has an employee who 
worked there for more than 20 
years; and after another employee 
retired after 50 years of service, 
American W allpaper hired his 
nephew! 

"The old-fashioned 
cash register, 
prominently 

displayed, is a 
powerful symbol 
of change: The 

largest purchase it 
could record was 

$99.99!" 

Kenny wrote, "I doubt that our 
kids or their spouses view this as 
their future, but you never know. 
W e are fortunate to have a staff 
that has been here for a very long 
time, care about what they do 
and have a sense of loyalty that is 
too often lost in today's business 
world." 

Recognizing its role in service, 
American Wallpaper sells and 
installs window treatments, and 
repairs and cleans window treat
ments, even those purchased else
where. And its high-end products 
include Hunter D ouglas window 
treatments, paint from Benjamin 
M oore's Coronado line, wallpa
pers from England and Europe; a 
small gift boutique features many 
items from Israel. 

CHOOSING CAREFULLY 

"Isn't it risky," Leah was asked, 

"to carry such a huge inventory?" 
"We always ask our sales staff 

what will sell; we don't just rely on 
one person's decision," said Leah. 
"It's not a museum, it [the product] 
has to sell." 

"Knowing the styles is always a 
challenge, but it's something you 
learn," said Ab. "People in Fall 
River wouldn't buy wallpaper that 
had images of birds on it." 

Choosing inventory is one thing, 
selecting good staff is another. 
Asked the secret to keeping such 
good employees for so many years, 
Ab said, "It's a pleasure to go to 
work with good people ... I use the 
best of each person's qualities." 

Of his father-in-law, Kenny 
wrote, "Working [with] him was 
sometimes a bit of a challenge, but 
truthfully, no one could ever have 
been a more caring and compe
tent mentor. H e insisted on high 
standards, but was not afraid of 
suggestions and of new ways to do 
something." 

Although a weak economy is a 
challenge to the company, which 
declined to disclose its financials, 
Kenny and Leah are enthusiastic 
about the future and are eager to 
work with new and returning cus
tomers. 

American Wallpaper is at 44 Troy 
St. , Fall R iver, MA 02720. Contact 
the store at 508-672-3751 or visit 
www.amwall. com. 

This is one of a series of profiles 
about three- or four-generation 
family owned businesses; some of these 
family-owned businesses advertise in 
The Jewish Voice & Herald, and some 
do not. If you would like to see your 
family-owned business (three genera
tions or more) featured in 1he Voicei 
contact Nancy Kirsch at nkirsch@ 
shalomri.org (Subject line: FAMILY 
BUSINESS) or call her at421-4111, 
ext. 168. 
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A GARDEN COLLAGE KAREN ' S MORNING GLORI ES 

Container gardening yields bounty 
Learning by doing 

BY KAn EN L. Ro EN 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

TIE NATURAL off
hoot of my father's 
arden would be my 

garden; with his help, l 
have learned quite a bit. One year 
he had surplus bulbs and he gave 
them to me along with his annual 
tomatoes. Like him, l always gave 
away tomatoes. H e came over with 
a rototiller, and we made a new 
garden patch. 

/ Karen L. Rosen 

If you want to start an area of 
your own, you have to break up the 
soil and roots; adding topsoil helps. 
That year, I had amazing gladiolas 
and calla lilies that were gorgeous. KAREN AND MILTON IN MILTON'S GARDEN 

Plant bulbs pointed end up and 
space them about six inches apart. 
If you are lucky with your bulbs, 
they will come back each year. 

Plants like dahlias come from 
tubers and must be dug up at the 
end of the year. The most impor
tant thing for your garden is adding 
great fertilizer and compost and 
remembering that every plant has 
its own season. 

Since I no longer have a garden 
space, I now plant in containers. 
This year I have already planted 
some lovely pansies in baskets. 

They like the cooler part of the 
season. Last year, I grew my toma
toes in a planter - sea fertilizer and 
a sunny location helped a lot. 

Around August, you can have 
lovely morning glories blooming. 
l like to take green branches from 
trees to create a trailing vine space 
for them to climb. W hen the season 
cools off, take a look at the pods 
that have been left behind - that's 
where you will get all your seeds to 

replant for the next season. 
Do you - like all of us - have 

some worries? There is nothing 

Water Garden Center 

2260 Flat River Rd 
Coventry, RI 401-392-0255 

like getting out in the fresh air and 
di rt to place your troubles aside for 
awhile. 

Like a good book that is good 
for you, a garden will probably be 
better! As everything in life, the 
learning comes from the doing. 

Get out there and garden! 

Karen L. Rosen is a resident of 
Providence. She wrote, "Believe it 
or not, the section where I live was 
known as 'Violet H ill.' Isn't that 
lovely? We will be surrounded by them 
soon." Contact her at KRosen3547@ 
aol.com. 

Oriental Granite Lanterns 
Garden Orbs 
Garden Spinners 
Koi Ponds 
Services: Repairs 
Upgrade Filtration 
Systems & New 
Pond Work 

Flags & 
Mailbox Covers! 

Made In USA 
website 

Koivilla2. Com 

wwwjvhri.org 

M ILTON ROSEN'S APRIL DAWN DAHLIA 

Milton's garden 
Growing dahlias 
is a blooming joy 

B Y MI LTON J. R OSEN 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

PAWTUCKET - After retiring 
and taking a Master Gardeners 
course at the Universiry of Rhode 
lsland in 1985, l started my garden 
in 1986. 

My fi rst project was to build 
composti ng bins, which I now real
ize was the main reason for my suc
cess in growing vegetables and now, 
since 1993, growing dahlias. There 
is no better fertilizer and weed pre
venter than homemade compost, 
which I make from chopped leaves, 
grass clippings and horse manure 
with straw or wood chip bedding 
saturated with horse urine. I also 
add rock phosphate and alfalfa meal 
to each layer and water each layer 
well. 

Dahlia flowers were first 
discovered by Spanish 
explorers in Central 
America and brought 
to Spain around 1789. 
The Spanish had little 
interest in the flower 
after the first excite
ment of a new flower 
wore off, but hybridizers 
in France, England and Ger
many found that the dahlia was a 
natural hybridizer. Seeds from one 
plant would yield different colors 
and forms from the parent, and the 
hybridizers created a whole new 
range of forms and colors. By the 
mid-19th century, more than 
10,000 D oubles and Fancy 
varieties of dahlias had been 

catalogued, and every color, except 
blue, had been found. 

Britain has the world's larg
est Dahlia Society and the United 
States is second; the American 
Dahlia Sociery has about 2,700 
paying members. 

The enjoyment of growing a first 
place blue ribbon dahlia cannot be 
described. H owever, I have yet to 
reach the court of honor that will 
come as the ultimate experience in 
growing prize flowers. 

I believe dahlias are the most 
beautiful of flowers; if you agree, 
you might consider joining the 
Rhode lsland Dahlia Sociery. 

The Rhode Island Dahlia Soci-
ety meets on the first Sunday of every 
month at 2 p.m. at the Cold Spn"ng 
Community Center in North Kings
town. Other than Connecti.cut, no 
other New England state hosts a 
Dahlia Society. 

Milton Rosen lives -
1 J 7 and gardem - in 

,I _i; Pawtucket. Con-
~ tact him via his 

/ .:::.. daughter, Karen 
;r L. R osen, at 

KR osen354 7@ 

-- - - --
$10 OFF 1 

,, Spr1ng Start Up 1 

tl.!1!!,t!t!: H111N~81RD; 
\ Commmial and Rc<1deniilll 

Valid Spring/Summer 201 1 
"New customers~ •; 

401 .921 .5262 •·508.685.2991 
www.aqlawnsprinklers.com 
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The 'dirt' on food 
1he environment, 
your wallet and 

you all benefit from 
eating locally 

toes, peppers and eggplant are 
abundant in New England, and 
you begin to understand why 
generations of people canned and 
pickled to preserve that taste of 
summer for the fall, winter, and 
spring seasons ahead . But worry 
not! W ith local growers becom
ing increasingly sophisticated in 
their ability to extend the growing 
season with hoop houses , green
houses, and row cover (and many 
farmers' markets staying open 
year-round), it is even easier than 
ever to eat local food throughout 
the year. 

Co~u11JN1TY 

abundance, we get to share what 
we have with family and friends: a 
basket of tomatoes, a jar of pickles 
or a dinner fit for a farm family. 

By g rowing more of our own 
food, supporting local farmers at 
farmers' markets, and by joining 
Community Supported Agricul
ture programs with local farms, we 
strengthen our local economies, 
we help make our environment 
more sustainable and we increase 
the health and connections in our 
communities. Food is the universal 
connector of our time, and as the 
planting season approaches, the 
time couldn't be riper for deepen
ing you r connection to your food. 

IN 1943, 20 MILLION 
households (three-fifths of 
the population of the United 
States) grew more than 40 

percent of all the vegetables this 
country consumed. Before this 
fact strikes as you as a relic of a 
simpler time in America, here 
are some impressive, more recent 
numbers. Accord ing to the United 
States D epartment of Agriculture 
(USDA), there are now more than 
6,000 farmers' markets operati ng 
in the U.S., with close to 1,000 
of those operating through the 
winter. The number of fa rms in 
the U.S. increased four percent 
between 2002 - 2007, which is the 
first increase since W orld W ar II. 

EVEN CHILDREN can grow potatoes . 
The concept sounds simple, but 

the effect is powerful: Food brings 
people together. When we grow 
food, we experience the mag ic 
of watching a seed sprout and 
develop its first leaves, we witness 
it grow and flower and finally, we 
taste the fru its of our labor. And 
when a garden produces food in 

L eo Pollock is the program direc
tor at the Southside Community 
Land Trust (SCLT} in Providence. 
He grows some of his own food, loves 
making pickles and j ust began rais
ing chickens.for eggs al home. Contact 
him at education@southsideclt.org. 

As someone who works in 
the food movement, the trend is 
simple: People want real food. But 
to simplify this quest for taste and 
freshness is to lose sight of the con
text of food. Yes, we all buy food. 
And we all eat food. But for me, 
there are three important reasons 
that we should all have a deeper 
connection to our food: It creates 
healthier economies in our states 
and regions, it fos ters healthier 
environments in which we live 
and work, and it connects people 
and creates a sense of community 
around food. 

E CONOMY 

Anyone who has gone to the 
grocery recently has probably 
noticed that food prices are rising 
quickly. In M arch, food prices 
were 37 percent higher than the 
year before; even more shock
ingly, that was less of a rise than 

the record high they hi t in mid
February, which was 62 percent 
above February 2009. W ith food 
costs rising globally, growing 
some of your own food {whether 
in containers, in your yard or in a 
community garden) is a means of 
saving money, while supplement
ing your diet with the freshest veg
etables possible. 

For those of us intimidated by 
growing our own food, purchasing 
food from local farmers also helps 
strengthen a community economic 
model. More of your dollars stay 
in the state and region, with fa rm
ers likely to ci rculate that money 
locally, generating more value in 
the local economy. 

E NVHIONM ENT 

The way food is produced or 
raised, and the distance it has to be 
transported, can have a substan
tial impact on the environment. 
The average distance from farm 
to markets for locally grown pro
duce in most markets is about 50 
miles, while the average distance 
for non-local produce to reach the 
same markets is about 1,500 miles, 
almost 30 times fa rther. While the 

THE EGIS GROUP 

is pleased to serve 

COOK&BROWN 
CA2)==3_.. ii (~ 

P UB LIC H OUSE 
Named one of Esquire Magazine's twemy best new resta11ra11ts in America. 

Call Alex Finkelman. Vice President at 274-0303 x 11 1 to see how we can serve you! 

THE EGIS GROUP 
Insurance • Pension • Employee Benefits 

Lloyd's, London, Correspondents 
81 S. ANGELL STRE[T ·PROVIDENCE· 274-0303 · EGIS GROUP.COM 

"food miles" indicator may seem 
simple, transporting and refriger
ating produce fo r those distances 
means that that head of lettuce 
from California ca rries a whole lot 
of baggage with it - fossil fuel s and 
greenhouse gas emissions -
and was most li kely not picked 
at its peak of freshness. 

Buying locally or growing 
your own food will push you 
to eati ng more of what is in 
season, when food tastes best 
and is best for you. I don't see 
eating seasonally as a depriva
tion experiment, but rather as 
a simple way to eat food that is 
as delicious as possible. That's 
M other Nature's way of tell
ing you that food is fresh and 
healthy! 

When you grow some of 
your own food, you see first
hand the short three-month 
window of time when toma- FARM-FRESH PRODUCE 

Deborah R. Gold 
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage 
office 401.247 .0202 • cell 401.640.0403 • fax 401.247 .2565 

22S Wayland Avenue • Providence, RI 02906 
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A REALTOR'S PERSPECTIVE 

Renting is fraught 
with perils; enter at 

your own peril 

Bv B ONNI E KAPL\N 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

I T'S THE DREADED "r" 
word . Real estate agents 
called to list homes are 
hearing sellers say, "If 

we can't sell , we will just rent." 
When does this make sense? Sell 
or rent and wait for prices to go 
up? The answer will depend on a 
number of factors, both tax and 
non-tax. 

TAXES AND 
OTHER MONETA RY ISSUES 

The tax laws offer 
eowners relief on 
the sale of their 
homes. If a home 
is jointly owned, up 
to SS00,000 of gain 
(gain is measured by 
the sales price less 
what the homeowner 
originally paid for the 
house and the cost of 
improvements made) 
is exempt from the 
capital gains tax. For 
single homeowners, the 
exemption is S250,000. 

In order to qualify for 
this exemption, the prop-
erty must have been the princi
pal residence of the homeowner 
for at least two of the five yea rs 

preceding the sale. If the hom
eowner rents rather than sells, 
the exemption will still be avail
able for a few years, but if the 
property is rented too long before 
sale, the exemption may be lost . 

If the home is converted 
to a rental property, the 
homeowner must now report 
the rent collected as income. 
The homeowner will be able 
to deduct some expenses that 
were previously nondeductible, 
like insurance and repairs. The 
homeowner may incur a net loss, 
together with depreciation , as 
the rent collected may not exceed 
the deductible expenses when 
depreciation is included. If there 
is a positive cash flow, because 
the rent exceeds 

the actual cash expendi tures, it 
will likely be sheltered from tax. 
H owever, will there be enough 
cash flow to continue to service 
the mortgage debt and pay for 

Sell or rent? 
the homeowners' new 
occupancy costs? Not 
likely. 

A LANDLORD'S LIFE 
IS NOT EASY 

Renting a home rather 
than selling raises the 
risks associated with the 
ownership of rental prop
erty. What if the tenants 
default on their rent? 
The cash flow the hom
eowner was counting on 
will be lost. Costs will be 
incurred to evict the ten
ants. How qu ickly will 
the homeowner be able 
to replace the tenants? 
Typically, the analysis of 
sale versus rent assumes 

"There is always 
the call at 3 a.m. 
from an angry 
neighbor who 
has called the 
police to break 
up a party at 
your rental 

property." 

a steady cash fl ow and no vacan
cies. A vacant rental property 
wi ll only exacerbate the horn-

' Mutual Engineering · 
Service Co. 

A DIVISION OF THE PfTRO GROUP 

Want Comfort? The Feeling is "Mutual!" 
• Heating • Air Conditioning • Heat Pumps • Roof Top Systems • 

Keeping vou comfortable since 1934! 

~/SA 

We Provide Complete Gas Heating and Heat Pump 
Service and Installation - Residential • Commercial 

..... YER A FULL IN-HOUSE DESIGN, 
INSTALLATION & SERVICE COMPANY 

Call David Epstein at 401-351-3900 
wwwjvhri.org 

eowner's financial problems. 
A s most tenants will not treat 

a rental property with the same 
care as the homeowner, costly 
repairs are often necessary. 

M any homeowners are not 
cut out to be landlords. There is 
always the midnight weekend 
call that the furnace is not work
ing, the rent check that never 
comes or the call at 3 a.m. from 
an ang ry neighbor who has called 
the police to break up a party at 
your property. As a landlord 
who has experienced all of these 
situations first hand, I can tell 
you that it is not for everybody. 

Accidents may occu r at a rental 
property. In this litig ious society, 
a landlord is often a likely target 
for claims. While insurance may 
protect the homeowner from 
most risks , the homeowner may 
be advised to transfer the prop
erty to a limited liability com
pany or some other entity that 
wi ll provide some additional 
protection fro m individual liabil
ity. Creating a legal entity to own 
and rent a property will result in 
additional costs and may have tax 
consequences. 

The decision to sell or rent 
js difficult, with many factors 
coming into play. Renting is 

not as easy as it may seem, and 
it brings with it significant risks 
and potential liability. It may be 
better to "bite the bullet," take a 
loss and move on, especially if you 
are purchasing a more expensive 
home. For those who are waiting 
for the market to "come back," it 
could be a long wait. 

C HOOSING TO RENT 

The first call is to a realtor to 
assess the market va lue of the 
house and get a feel for the renta l 
market. A sk the agent what you 
have to do to get your property 
ready to rent, especially if the 
property was built before 1978 
and could have lead paint issues. 
If renting makes sense, call your 
accountant. If there is no equity 
or you cannot afford to rent, 
there is always a short sale. That 
is a topic for another day. 

Bonnie Kaplan, a real estate 
agent with Coldwell Banker in 
East Greenwich, is certified to sell 
real estate in R hode Island and 
Massachusetts. Contact her at 374-
4488, BKaplan@NEMoves.com or 
www.bonniesellshouses.com. 

7his is one of an occasional series 
of columns or stories by individuals 
or organizations advertising in 1he 
Jewish Voice & Herald. 

"Tho btst pla,ct to 
seek Goel Is In a ganlon. 

Yeu can dig for Him there.• 
George Barnard Shaw 

And whon ,our bad< stops aching and 
your hands btgln to hanltn ... You will 

find ,aunt" a p,1rtnor In tho 
glory of tho ganlon ." 

Rudyard Kipling 

7 
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A&Qlawn 
Sprinklers offers 
pristine lawns, 

attention to detail 

BY VOICE & H ERA LO STAFF 

voiceherald@shalomri.org 

WARWICK - Homeowners who 
have invested sweat equity, back
breaking labor and money into 
beautifying their real property with 
wide swaths of verdant lawns and 
glorious gardens might want to 
preserve those lawns and gardens 
with an automatic sprinkler system. 

BusINFSs PROFILE 

Ella and James Santiano are the 
husband-and-wife team who owns 
A&QLawn Sprinklers, an LLC 
based in Warwick, with an office in 
Seekonk, Mass. The company will 
install and service lawn sprinkler 
systems in many Massachusetts 
cities - from Seekonk to Westport 
and Attleboro to Walpole - and 

Bv P EG BOYLE, LICSW 
Special to The Voice & H erald 

EVERY YEAR out of 
choice or necessity, mbre 
that one in five families 
in America moves to a 

new home. This can be an excit
ing adventure for families full of 
promise and unique opportunities. 
Taking on relocating as a family 
creates the chance for members 
to become closer through a shared 
experience and the anticipation of 
growing a new network of friends 
and neighbors. But moving - with 
all the lists, details, sorting, pack
ing and general disruption - can be 
emotionally and physically upset
ting and exhausting for family 
members of all ages. 

Relocating can be especially 
challenging for families with chil
dren. As parents, we understand
ably want to make this transition 
easier for our kids; we want to 
make change, which is inevitably 
part of every child's life experience, 
a growth-enhancing lesson. When 
faced with a move, it is important 
to remember that your children's 
reaction will be influenced by both 
their developmental age and their 
unique personality. 

Infants and toddlers generally 
seem to make the transition fairly 
well. H owever, even young chil
dren can pick up on their parents' 
stress and anxiety. It is important 
for parents to care of themselves as 
much as possible, especially if the 
move they are embarking on is not 
one that they are eager to make. 
That will help them maintain a 
positive attitude, to the extent pos
sible. 

Young children also thrive on 

Water, water everywhere 
throughout Rhode Island, said 
Ella, in a recent phone interview. 

"A&O:. stands for "affordable 
and quality," said Ella, indicat
ing the company's desire to pro
vide excellent customer service 
in installing sprinkler systems to 
both homeowners and commercial 
owners or tenants. She said that 
"customer service" sets their com
pany apart from the competition. 
"My husband is from the Midwest; 
he's very courteous to the custom
ers." His attention to detail - leav
ing the site pristine, meticulous 
installation, etc. - is so constant 
that a customer called late in the 
afternoon to complain, "No one 
showed up to do the installation." 

a.m. This eliminates evaporation of 
water to the sun, and more seriously, 
scorching. Also, wind is low so all 
water lands on 'target.' Another 
factor that makes this the best time 
to water is that it eliminates leav
ing your turf wet overnight. When 
you water in the late afternoon or 
early evening, you produce an envi
ronment that promotes fungus and 
mildew. Water pressure is also at its 
peak in early morning hours." 

In fact, said Ella, the customer 
had left home in the morning and 
the installation was so clean and 
pristine that, when he returned 
home later that evening, he couldn't 
tell that work had been done on the 
lawn. "We keep the site the way 
we found it; when there's a prob
lem, James will take care of it. He's 
gotten out of bed at 11 p.m. to take 
care of a leak that could be fixed the 

JAMES SANTIANO, center, with his children, 
Ryan, S, and Emmy, 3. 

The business, which was estab
lished in Massachusetts in 2000, 
offers free estimates and will ser
vice sprinkler systems, even those 
that it didn't install. Now licensed 
in Massachusetts, the company 
has filed its paperwork for a Rhode 
Island license. 

"I've been in business [in another 
capacity] for 16 years," Ella said. 
"It's really important to set your
self apart. People feel comfortable 
knowing that James will be there." 

next day." 

Why automate what a hom
eowner could do manually? When 
individuals forget or are unavail
able to water the lawn or, alter
natively, over-water, the property 
suffers. The company's Web site 
(www.aqlawnsprinklers .com) 
notes, UWater conservation is the 
primary reason for an automatic 

ungation system. Every inch of 
your property will have even cover
age and distribution of water, and 
the watering will be timed and 
calibrated to ensure there will be no 
wasted water. 

"The time of day is also impor
tant; we recommend that our sys
tems run between 3 a.m. and 8 

For more infonnati.on, wit 
www.aqlawnspri11kJers.com or call 
921-5262 in Rhode Island or 508-
685-2991 or 781-844-5014 in Mas
sachusetts. 

When moving is a necessity 
routines and familiarity. Try to 
keep regular nap and meals times 
and plan to pack your babies' toys 
and security objects last; pack 
them in something that you can 
easily retrieve after you are in your 
new home. 

School-age children are likely to 

be concerned about fitting in with 
new peers, but they can also be very 
enthusiastic about making lists and 
can often be enlisted in the plan
ning process. Harness their energy 
to help you pack. Remember, too, 
that although they are able to 
understand the separation from 
friends and neighbors that they are 
about to experience, they may not 
have the developmental maturity 
to deal with their emotions. Plan-

ning some type of simple farewell 
party with your children's friends 
may help ease the pain of goodbyes 
and make the move more of a real
ity for them. 

Without question, moving for 
most adolescents can be difficult. 
While teenagers can understand 
the reasons for their family's move, 
teens are very often so involved 
in learning how to develop social 
relationships that the disappoint
ment of having to leave friends 
may be very difficult for them to 
accept emotionally. Parents can be 
helpful to youngsters of this age by 
paying sincere attention to their 
feelings without getting defensive 
or lecturing. Practicing patience 
and understanding with your teen 
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at this time can yield benefits in 
the future. 

Being patient, understanding 
and consistent with your chil
dren can be difficult, even with
out being in the midst of a major 
life stressor. Moving will take the 
entire family out of their comfort 
zone and into an area of uncer
tainty. So, as parents, you need to 
take care of yourself, too. Remem
ber that moving and adjustment 
take time. If possible, plan to take 
at lease eight weeks to organize 
your household and then move it. 
Be patient with yourself; many of 
us need time and care to acclimate 
and feel at ease in a new environ
ment. When you, as parents, are 
sensitive to the impact of moving 

on your children, you can make 
moving a self-confidence building 
experience for your kids. 

When the move is due to a job 
loss, divorce or death, the move 
may represent many challenges for 
both parents and children and can 
stretch coping skills to the limit. 
Seeking professional advice may 
prove helpful. 

Peg Boyle is the adoption coordina
tor for Adoptions Options, at Jewish 
Family Service. Contact her at peg@ 
jfsri.org. For more information about 
Jewish Family Service, contact www. 
;fsri.org or 331-1244. 

1he Jewish Family Service is a 
partner agency of the Jewish Alliance 
of Greater Rhode Island. 
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RUSS KUSHNER works at a Habitat for Humaniy site in South 
Providence. The dog, who belongs to Habitat's Executive Director 

Herman de Koe, is a frequent visitor to Habitat sites. 

HOME&GARDEN 

Habitat for Humanity in Providence 's Executive Director Herman deKoe speaks at a Habitat for 
Humanity home opening. Sen. Jack Reed is at left. 

Habitat for Humanity volunteers change lives one family at a time 
Jewish community 
members find value 

in physical labor 
B Y NANCY KIRSCH 

nkirsch@shalomri.org 

participants at a build site in 
South Providence. 

After people slowly gathered 
and exchanged greetings, Ronald 
Florence said, "We've almost got 
a minyan." Sporting his own tool 
belt, F lorence, a Temple Emanu-

Bob Sand of Temple Am David 
described the work as "an impor
tant way of giving back to the 
community." 

Russ Kushner, who belongs to 
a Boston area synagogue, finds 
getting his hands dirty with car
pentry, siding and roofing both 

PROVIDENCE - It's one thing 
to pull out.your "honey do" list of 
home repairs or indulge in garden 
"do-overs," but it's another thing 
entirely to help build houses. 
That's what a stalwart crew of 
Jewish individuals has done for 
the past nine years, in participa
tion with Habitat for Humanity 
of Rhode Island in Greater Provi
dence, Inc. (Habitat). 

~ ....... ----------~,.. fun and rewarding. At a ground

Coordinated by Toby Marwil, 
a Temple Emanu-El congregant, 
the group - which has about 10 
regulars - includes participants 
from many synagogues in greater 
Rhode Island. 

WHAT'S IN IT FOR ME? 

On a sunny but chilly Sunday, 
April 3, this reporter talked with 

Habitat 
for Humanity® 

El member, said that doing car
pentry and electrical work is 
"fun." 

We can show you how to 
become a great gardener! 

Providing on-site guidance, 
hands on instruction, and 

personalized, creative design ideas. 

My Garden Guru Garden Coaches 
Ramona Silk 401 .447.8091 

Jo-Ann Bouley 508.212.5527 

mygardenguru.net 

Enjoyable - Affordable - Educational - Sustainable 

breaking for a Habitat house later 
in April, Kushner, who has been 
doing "odds and ends" since he 
was 11 and continues to do main
tenance work on the investment 
properties he owns, said, "This 
volunteer job is give back. Life 
is good; I'm a lucky guy. At 75, I 
feel fabulous." 

THE FOUNDATION 

"Alan Axelrod [of blessed 
emory], Paula Goldberg, 
axine Richman and I met; 

the idea) originated under the 
ommunity Relations Council 

of the Federation," said Marwil. 
"H erman deKoe, the execu
tive director of the Providence 
Habitat, told us, 'If you can find 
your own supervisors, we'll open 
up sites on Sunday.'" Three men 
were willing to serve as Sunday 
site supervisors: Robert Pelcovits, 
a Brown physics professor and 
master carpenter; Rick Rubin
stein, a computer specialist who 
is, said Marwil, "a true Renais
sance man - he knows everything 
about everything;" and Axelrod's 
brother-in-law, Tony Azevedo, 
who is an excellent carpenter and 
a great guy, said Marwil. 

Adelina Axelrod spoke about 
her late husband 's legacy. "Alan 
cared about people and making 
a better world ." The concrete 

wwwjvhri.org 

results of a Habitat house served 
that purpose, she said, and it was 
a happy moment when a family 
moved into a Habitat home. 

At Temple Beth-El, Mel 
Blake, a former board president, 
spearheaded an effort to get 
board members to participate as 
a group in the synagogue's annual 
Mitzvah Day. They did so, and 
during last year's Mitzvah Day, 
Blake was moved by the family's 

"We've a1most got 
a minyan." 

gratitude and apprec1at10n and 
impressed by the group's work. 
"After five hours of work, we were 
able to make a noticeable addition 
to the structure." 

Every month, like clockwork 
- regardless of summer's torrid 
heat or winter's frigid winds - the 
Jewish group meets on the first 
Sunday of the month to work on 
constructing a home for some
one who might otherwise be 
homeless. "We have a core group 
who has been committed," said 
Marwil, "but we're always look
ing for more people to join us. 
You don't need to have the skills; 
you' ll be supervised and someone 
will tell you what you need to do, 
show you how to do it." 

One of Habitat's core tenets 
is that the future Habitat hom
eowner contributes to the build
ing. 

"People must be willing to 

help, there's always something 
that can be done - even sweeping 
or cleaning up," deKoe said. 

Marwil thinks it's no differ
ent for volunteers. "Be willing to 
try - try banging nails or putting 
up siding," he said. This group 
has helped build 10 houses, if not 
more. "It takes about a year to 

build a house," said Marwil. 

MEN, WOMEN AND OLDER 
TEENS WELCOME 

Lest one think Habitat is a 
"man's world," think again. Pearl 
Holloway got involved four or five 
years ago when she chaired Am 
David 's social action committee. 
"I'm good at following direc
tions [but) not good at the actual 
work," she said. As a teacher at 
Samuel Bridgham Middle School 
in Providence, she wonders, "Am 
I building a house for one of my 
students?" 

Although Jacob Stark, 17, is 
too young to go up on the roof of 
the house in South Providence, 
he finds the experience a "good 
use of my talents. I like building 
things." A student at a day school 
in Brookline and a Congrega
tion Beth Sholom congregant, 
he is fulfilling a school commu
nity service commitment with his 
Habitat work. 

"It's a mitzvah all year round," 
explained Kushner. 

For those who want more infor
mation or wish to participate, con
tact Toby Marwi!, the coordinator, 
at 421-2124 or dmarwi!@msn. com. 
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FINDING common ground with Democrats, traditional Republications and the Tea Party? 
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REP. DEBBIE 
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ (D-Fla .) 

From Page 1 

particular side of the partisan 
divide: the Democratic one. 

But as the battle between 
Republicans and Democrats over 
spending gets under way, the trick 
the organizations are trying to 
pull off is appealing to both par
ties. 

For now, the organizations 
- which include groups whose 
boards boast major Republican 
givers - are strategizing on how 
best to protect medical subsidies 
they fear will be wiped out under 
Republican plans. 

The challenge is they're warn
ing that even if just some of the 
proposals touted by Rep. Paul 
Ryan (R-Wis.), the chairman of 
the House Budget Committee, 
make it into a final compromise 
budget, that would constitute a 
doomsday scenario. 

"We're very concerned about 
whate_ver elements in the Medi
care and Medicaid parts of the 
Ryan proposal make it into the 
discussions," said Rachel Gold
berg, the director of aging policy 
for B'nai B'rith International, 
which runs the largest network 
ofJewish homes for the elderly in 
the United States. Medicare is the 
federal program providing health 
coverage for those 65 and older. 
Medicaid covers the poor. 

Such apprehensions have led 17 
national Jewish groups and more 
than 100 local groups to make 
their concerns clear in an unusu
ally blunt letter to every member 
of Congress who rejects the 
restructuring Ryan has proposed. 

"Within the current frame
work of Medicaid and Medi
care, we believe that it is possible 
to restrain growth and rein in 
costs," read the April 14 letter, 
initiated jointly by two Jewish 
umbrella groups, Jewish Federa
tions of North America QFNA) 
and the Jewish Council for Public 
Affairs QCPA). "We are capable 
of strengthening their long-term 
viability without a fundamental 
restructuring that turns M edic
aid into a block grant or M edicare 
into a voucher program." 

REP. ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN 
(R-Fla.) 

The letter was notable in that 
its signatories came from every 
major religious stream - Reform, 
Orthodox, Conservative and 
Reconstructionist - as well as an 
array of Jewish service groups. 

The major Jewish concerns 
with Ryan's proposal have to do 
with his plan to deliver Medicaid 
in block grants - federal funds 
transferred to states for wide dis-

"The po1itica1 
environment is 

tender, conflicted 
and po1itica1. lt's 

our job to find areas 
of commonality 

with this vu1nerab1e 
popu1ation stuck in 

the midd1e." 

cretionary use - and with offering 
Medicare recipients an array of 
options through vouchers. 

Ryan says the voucher plan 
would strip away inefficiency by 
making Medicare providers com
petitive - "using competition to 
weed out inefficient providers, 
improve the quality of health care 
for seniors and drive costs down," 
as he wrote in an April 15 W ash
ington Post op-ed. 

Ryan h_as said block grants make 
sense because it hands over Med-

WILLIAM DAROFF, director of 
JFNA's Washington office 

icaid planning to states that have 
widely varying needs. "We've had 
so much testimony from so many 
different governors saying: Give 
us the freedom to customize our 
M edicaid programs, to tailor for 
our unique populations in our 
states," Ryan said on Fox News 
Sunday on April 4. "We want to 
get governors freedom to do that." 

Jewish g roups objecting to the 
voucher plan say it effectively 
reduces federal coverage for the 
elderly from three-quarters to 
one-third of the costs they incur. 

"The restructuring has a poten
tial to compromise the guarantees 
in level of coverage that we've 
counted on and people depend 
on, and it changes the commit
ment we as a society make," said 
Josh Protas, JCPA's Washington 
director. 

Additionally, the choices inher
ent in a voucher program may 
appeal to the young, but not nec
essarily to the elderly, said Mark 
Olshan, B'nai B'rith's associate 
executive vice president. 

"Having older people who are 
less healthy having to go through 
the myriad of options doesn't 
make sense," he said . "Empow
ering people is one thing, but we 
need to protect older people with 
health issues." 

Protas said Jewish groups object 
to block grants for Medicaid 
because the procedure would strip 
away requirements of coverage for 
vulnerable populations, including 
children and the elderly. By giving 
autonomy to states to decide how 
to cover, he said, cash-strapped 
states may well choose to drop 
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certain individuals from coverage. 
There are other objections to the 

Ryan budget: It essentially would 
repeal the reforms that President 
Obama signed into law last year 
that mandate health care coverage 
and remove preexisting conditions 
as a reason to deny coverage. 

That, says Goldberg of B'nai 
B'rith, would drive the grow
ing subset of Americans in the 
55-65-year-old age bracket who 
find themselves out of work or in 
new jobs that don't provide insur
ance not to take on insurance. It 
also would keep them from seek
ing preventative care, which would 
make them less healthy once they 
are eligible for M edicare - and 
more expensive to cover. 

The fact that Ryan's proposed 
changes raise overwhelming 
objections places the groups in a 
potentially discomfiting position: 
Aligned strictly with Democrats 
on a major issue. 

It's not a problem that the orga
nized community often faces, 
although it trends liberal on most 
issues. On Israel, there is unanim
ity of support from both parties. 
On energy independence, the 
community has favored solutions 
from both sides of the aisle - the 
D emocrats' clean energy invest
ment, and the Republicans' devel
opment of American resources. 

When it comes to entitlements 
like the ones cu rrently under 
debate, the Jewish community tra
ditionally has cultivated moderate 
Republicans. But those voices have 
been muted by Tea Party victories 
in the last congressional elections, 
and by the fervor with which the 
party has embraced the propos
als touted by Ryan. His lucid, 
measured appearances explaining 
his budget have led some analysts 
already to mention him as a presi
dential hopeful. 

William Daroff, the director 

of the JFNA's Washing ton office, 
spoke to JTA just after he left an 
event in South Florida promot
ing services for Holocaust survi
vors. Reps. Ileana Ros-Lehtinen 
(R-Fla.) and Debbie Wasserman 
Schultz (D -Fla.), two of the most 
powerful women in their respec
tive parties, also attended the 
event. 

Ros-Lehtinen is exactly the 
kind of moderate Republican 
Jewish aid groups have culti
vated over the years, but Daroff 
acknowledged that bipartisan dis
plays of support for entitlements 
like the one he had just attended 
would be increasingly rare. 

"The political environment is 
one that is pretty tender, pretty 
conflicted and very political," he 
said. "It 's our job to find areas of 
commonality with this vulnerable 
population stuck in the middle." 

One strategy is to pitch service 
programs that cost less. Another 
is to acknowledge Ryan's central 
political point, if not his solutions: 
The deficit is out of control. 

"All sensible people believe 
we have to make progress in 
closing the deficit," said Rabbi 
David Saperstein, the director 
of the Religious Action Center 
of Reform Judaism, a group that 
adopts mostly liberal positions. 
"That requires sacrifices equitably 
applied across the board." 

The next step, organizational 
officials interviewed by JTA said, 
is overcoming preconceptions 
prevalent among Jews that the 
issue is somehow remote from the 
community. The bulk of funding 
for the Jewish elderly comes from 
Medicare and Medicaid, the offi
cials noted. 

An educated community is 
better able to organize around 
an issue, they added, and use its 
influence in Congress. 
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YoM HA'ATZMAUT FEATURE 

Oral histories from 1948 
Firsthand stories of 
Israel s founding 

B Y D INA KRAFT 

RAMAT GAN, Israel OTA) -
Ruth Farhi's eyes cloud with tears 
and her gaze turns from the camera 
recording her story as she tells of a 
memorable January night in 1948 
that haunts her to this day. 

She and some friends were 
crammed into her one-room roof
top apartment, sitting at the same 
upright piano with wooden inlay 
that sits just feet away from her 
now, singing and laughing late into 
the night. The revelry ended only 
when the 15 young men among 
them, all fighters in the Hag_anah, 
Israel 's pre-state militia, stood up 
and said their goodbyes. 

Not long afterward, Farhi 
learned that every one of them had 
been killed later that night along 
with 20 others. It was one of the 
bloodiest and most painful epi
sodes in Israel's War of Indepen
dence. They died in an ambush by 
Arab villagers as they attempted 
to deliver supplies to a group of 

besieged kibbutzim. The victims 
became known as the Lamed Hey 
fighters - Hebrew for 35. 

"I lived across the street from 
the Jewish Agency, and by the next 
morning the place was full of activ
ity," she recalled. "It was evident 
something terrible had happened." 

Farhi shared her story as part 
of a project called Toldot Yisrael 
that aims to record on video the 
stories of Israeli and diaspora Jews 
who witnessed or were otherwise 
involved with the War oflndepen
dence. The goal is to create a video 
archive and interactive database for 
educators, researchers and film
makers. 

Aryeh Halivni, who immigrated 
to Israel from the United States, 
modeled Toldot Yisrael after 
Steven Spielberg's Shoah Project, 
which interviewed 52,000 H olo
caust survivors on video. 

Since the Israeli project was 
launched in 2007, about 500 
interviews have been conducted. 
Among those interviewed have 
been prisoners of war, Mossad 
agents and politicians. 

Halivni, 39, who changed his 
birth name of Eric Weisberg, told 
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JTA he was driven in part by his 
own "vicarious interest of what I 
would have done at the time." 

He's also driven by a sense of 
urgency. According to Halivni, 
about 50,000 are potential inter
viewees still alive - those who 
would have been 15 or older in 
1948 and were living in the coun
try at the time. But that number is 
dwindling by roughly 20 percent a 
year as Israel's founding generation 
dies off. 

Add to that the growing attacks 

on Israel 's legitimacy, and a proj
ect like Toldot Yisrael is critically 
important right now, Halivni says. 

The material in this archive 
serves as an important reminder of 
the Jewish people's legitimate right 
to a sovereign state in the land of 
Israel, particularly at a time when 
that right has been called into 
question," reads the project's Web 
site. "These testimonies reinforce 
the positive role that Israel plays in 
contemporary Jewish identity and 
instill a renewed sense of pride and 
purpose in Jews throughout the 
world." 

To cultivate the interest of 
American Jews, particularly young 
people, in Israel's founding story, 
Toldot Yisrael has begun a pilot" 
program in several American 
Jewish communities to develop 
educational curricula based on 
the footage, including short films, 
teacher training and discussion 
guides. The project is partnering 
with the I Center, a new organiza-

tion founded to develop Israel edu
cational material. 

The first film the collaboration 
has produced, a 10-minute short 
about the Jewish men who illegally 
blew shofars at the Western Wall 
on Yorn K.ippur in defiance of what 
was then British Mandate Law, 
has been viewed 200,000 times on 
YouTube. 

Their newest film will come out 
in time for Israel's Independence 
Day. The film describes the role of 
Jewish volunteers from the West 

who contributed to the country's 
founding, including those who vol
unteered as sailors to help smuggle 
Holocaust survivors into the coun
try by sea. It features interviews 

"The number 
of survivors 
is dwindling 

by roughly 20 
percent a year as 
lsrael's founding 

generation dies off." 

with Vidal Sassoon, who fought in 
the Palrnach militia before making 
his fortune in the hair care indus
try, and Norman Lamm, former 
president of Yeshiva University 
who was part of a factory in upstate 
New York that made bullets for 
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ISRAEL 

Haganah soldiers. 
"Part of what our message is that 

for Americans or people from the 
West, this is our story too - either 
as volunteers who came over or 
people who helped make things 
happen," Halivni said. 

In the five years the project has 
been conducting interviews, the 
nature of the interviews them
selves has evolved. Rather than 
focusing just on the events sur
rounding 1948, now the personal 
stories of where subjects came from 
are delved into, often deeply. 

"When we talk about aliyah 
or life in Europe, they are full of 
stories and their families' stories," 
said Peleg Levy, the project's main 
cameraman. "Zionism comes from 
regular life stories." 

In her interview, Farhi describes 
being a 7-year-old girl in Vienna 
in 1934 and saying goodbye with 
her older brother to the walls and 
doors of their apartment as the 
family prepared for its journey to 
what was then pre-state Palestine. 

"Coming by boat to the country 
had been the biggest drama of my 
life to date," said Farhi, who would 
go on to become a stage and film 
actress in Israel. 

She still recoils at the memory 
of arriving at the port in Jaffa and 
encountering the Arab dock work
ers who transported passengers to 
shore on rowboats and were noto
riously rough with baggage. Some 
suitcases ended up tossed into the 
water. 

"Suddenly, it seemed to me a 
monster came who grabbed a suit
case in one arm and me under the 
other, throwing me onto a little 
boat," she remembered. 

Farhi also describes her first 
memories of the "sun and the food, 
olives and peaches" of the coun
try, and her first night here on 
the farming plot that belonged to 
cousins in what was then the vil
lage of Ramat Hasharon, now an 
upscale Tel Aviv suburb. There, 
she and her family were the first 
residents of a newly-built chicken 
coop. 

She would go on to move with 
her family to Haifa before becom
ing a teaching student in Jeru
salem, where she had her fateful 
encounter with the Lamed Hey 
fighters. After the war broke out, 
she became a soldier in the Haga
nah herself, working as a telephone 
switchboard operator. She remem
bers the commanders would bark 
over the line, "Don't listen!" 

Returning to Haifa after the war 
on a visit to her parents, she did not 
immediately understand why the 
Arab family who had lived nearby 
was gone. As a girl, she had fed 
their cow scraps of watermelon and 
befriended their daughter. 

"Once from afar I saw the 
mother, -selling produce on a street 
corner," she said. "I did not have 
the heart t<> approach her." 
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From the Archives of the Rhode Island Jewish Historical Association 

Where were you when Israel achieved statehood? 
1he fulfillment of an 

impossible dream 

Bv NOHMAN 0RODENKER 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

0 N MAY 14, 1948 
we were all gathered 
in the living room; 
that is, my mother, 

my father, my three sisters and 
I - the kids sitting on the floor 
ringed around one of the old 
five-foot high radios that were a 
centerpiece in most living rooms 
in 1948. 

We had dinner early because 
my father had heard that Ben 
Gurion was going to officially 
declare the State of Israel at 6 
p.m. My father, Samuel David 

Orodenker, was particularly 
interested because he had spent 
three years in Palestine working 

for the Histradrut [established in 
1920 during the British Mandate, 
it was Israel's organization of 
trade unions) before immigrating 
to the United States. He had a 
very close connection with the 
land. 

We children were born in this 
country and my mother, who 
immigrated from Russia, got her 
love of Israel and Zionism from 
him. He was a member of the 
Poale Tzion (Workers of Zion) 
as were many of his buddies from 
his hometown in Russia. Of 
course it was old world for us, but 
we were deeply involved in Young 
Judea, Senior Judea; Rhode Island 
and Southeastern Massachusetts 
meetings were frequently held in 
the basement of 

our home on Warrington Street 
which had the walls painted 
with scenes from what was then 
Palestine. What I remember is 

TOP 3 REASONS TO 
CRUISE KOSHER! 

1. DINE IN A GLATT 
KOSHER GOURMET 
CUISINE PREPARED 

UNDER STRICT 
SUPERVISION 

2. SAIL TO EXOTIC 
DESTINATIONS 

INCLUDING ALASKA, 

CARIBBJ=;AN, EUROPE, 
MEDITERRANEAN, 

BERMUDA & MANY MORE 

- (< - ' ' 

., ' , ~~.c.it· 
- -- -=-~"1, 
~ ·-

~ 
• k,_. - ··' ., 3. CRUISE ON 

RENOWNED CRUISE 

LINES, SUCH AS 
CELEBRITY 

For more information, ~'-"- ""- · ali., 
call Bob Zuckerman at q~ ~ 

1.800.827.77!9 ext. 4644 ~::::.. ~ -:;;'"~ 
bzuckerman@cru1sebrothers.com 800.821.1119 

DAVID BEN-GURION 

that when the announcement 
finally came on and Ben-Gunon 
announced the formation of 
the State of Israel, we were all 
thrilled with the select10n of the 
name, which we had not known 
ahead of time. We all hugged and 
kissed each other - which was 
really a big deal express10n of 
emotion for teenagers. 

My own feelings at the time 
were difficult to explain. Being 
a first generation Jew in the 
United States with both of my 
parents born in Russia, and 

I felt as if I was in America as a 
temporary visitor. The establish
ment of the State of Israel gave 
me the sense that, as an American 
Jew, I was now on equal footing 
and an equal basis with my non
Jewish friends, many of whose 
parents had also come from for
eign countries, maintaining.their 
national and cultural identity in 
the United States. 

There is no way to describe the 
tremendous and positive psycho
logical impact the creation of the 
State of Israel had for a young 
teenage boy who was heavily 
influenced by the Zionist move
ment. It was the fulfillment of an 

"Being a first 
generation Jew in 
the United States, 
l felt as if l was 
in America as a 

temporary visitor." 

almost impossible dream that I 
never hoped to see in my lifetime; 
it brought into startling focus all 
those conversations around our 
kitchen table when my father 
introduced us to the great Abba 
Eban. It brings to mind a pas
sage in Walter Cronkite's book 
when he was describing a meet
ing between Prime Minister 
Golda Meir and President Rich
ard Nixon when Nixon said to 
Meir, "You know you and I have 
something in common, we both 
have Jewish Secretaries of State 
or Foreign Secretaries. Mine, of 
course, is Henry Kissinger." 

Golda Meir said, "Yes, of 
course, and mine is Abba Eban, 
but mine speaks perfect English." 

Norman Orodenker i, a lawyer 
in private practice in Providence. 
Contact him at ngo@ulri.org. 

Remembrance and Celebration 
JCC Social Hall 401 Elmgrove Avenue, Providence 

q_ 

wwwjvhri.org 



PAGE 28 Jewish Voice ~Herald April 29, 2011 BUSINESS 

Ihe JEWISH VOICE & IIERArn 
Business and Professional Directory 

ANTIQUES 

ANTIQUE 
ACQUISITIONS 

STU ALTMAN 
401-331-SOLD (7653) 

ESTATE ANTIQUES WANTED 

BUYING: 
ADVERTISING, BOOKS, CLOCKS, 

FOUNTAIN PENS, GLASS, LAMPS, LIGHTERS, 
MILITARY, PAINTINGS, PAPER, PHOTOS, POTTERY, 
RADIOS, SILVER, SPORTS, TOYS, WATCHES, ETC. 

Burman 
Architect 

ARCHITECT 

George S. Burman, Architect 
i'-.,- ,,fl · .. :., · 

t I :t• 
~ ' I • • • 

www.burmanarchitects.com 
burmanarchitects@fullchannel.net 

AUTOMOBILE SERVICES 
R.I. Inspection Station 
Full Service Auto Repair 

D'Ambra'• Sewice !itatian 
BabD'Ambra 

!ilnm 19411 

761 Hope St. 
Providence, RI 02906 

Phone 401-621-2348 
Fax: 401-831-6652 

BAR/BAR MITZ\'AH/WEDDI'.\GS 

WHISPERING 
PINES 

CONFERENCE 
CENTER 

University of Rhode Island 

W. Alton Jones Campus 
West Greenwich, RI 

(401) 397-3361 ext.6056 
www.uri.edu/ajdwpines 

The natural beauty of Whispering Pines provides an intimate 
setting for a ceremony and reception for as many as 180 

I BARIBAR MITZVAWPHOTOGRAPHY 

Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
Photography 

www.osmundsonphotography.com 

COI\S 

WE BUY COINS & JEWELRY 

CPA. 

iQ Larry B. Parness 
MBA 

Thinking outside the box 

full service accounting firm providing 
business/individual 

consulting 
Tax Preparation 

401 454 0900 • parnessl a1 1x netcom com 
128 Dor,ance St , Su 11e 520 • Providence RI 02903 

You vc know n me for your taxes 
Nov,.. ::.ee me for the res t o f your financ ial story 

GENERAL SERVICES 
It's a Mitzvah to 

RENT-A-MENSCH 
•GOLDCOINS WEBUY&SEllRARECotNS, ~--- I"'-'-~~ ::::i:s BULLION&GOLDJfWHRY NOWAVAllABLE 

S~clallzlng In Service for Seniors 
to keep you safe and secure ln your home. 

• STAMPS EagleSilverDolia,s, 
•GOLDJEWELRY&WATCHES BESJ Goldc.in,&Estate 
• VITIQUES, STERUNGSILV'ER ~andSilver, 
·COINS&BARS PRINl' ProofSets,Coin& 
• USANDFOREIGN l,W StampAllums 
• PCGS-NGC authorized 

PODRICINNIICIIIIIC. Serving banks, anome)'I, es1a1es 
and lhe public for over 40 year,. 

769 Hope St., Providence 
SAME LOCATION SINCE 1969 • LC 8041 401-861-7640 

COMP(TER REPAIR & SERVICE 

-

~~!~-~~t~1:i:~~!~~E 
Network Video Surveillance 

Virus/Spyware Removal 
Macintosh Repair 

On-Site Service• Remote Support 

Call Eric Shorr 331-0196 
Toll Free 800-782-3988 

SONICWAU~ ~ 
110 Jetrel'3on Blvd., Suite C • Warwick, RI• www.pctrouble.com 

in 1be Jewish Voice & Herald 

You'll be glad you did. 

Contact TRICIA STEARLY 
401-421-4111, ext. 160 

•Property Maintenance and h'\anagement 
•Safety Inspections and Upgrades to· 

•m1n1m1ze fall risks 
•max1m1ze convenience, efficiency 

Wayne Rosenberg 
Tel , 401 -273-4642 • Mobile. 617-633-6062 
www.rentamensch.us RI. Reg . #29694 

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
The Largest Bath 

Showroom in Rhode Island 

Fall River, MA 
1-508-675-7433 

Plainville, MA 
1-508-843-1300 

I FREEWAY DRIVE 
CRANSTON, RI 
401-467-0200 
800-838-1 I t 9 

Have you met Tom Lopatosky? 
Find out what makes him different! 

Call for a FREE estimate 1 

866.86.LOPCO (56726) or 401.270.2664 

or teXl LOPCO to 90210 

~ 
LopcoContracting.com 

RI REG 121331 • MA HIC #145887 

FOR ALL YOUR ADVERTISING NEEDS CONTACT: 

TRICIA STEARLY: 401-421-4111, ext. 160 - tstearly@shalomri.org 

READ US ON-LINE WWW.JVHRI.ORG - FRIEND US ON FACEBOOK 
wwwjvhri.org 
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GUIDE 
BEFORE 

GOOGLE! 
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CLASSIFIEDs 

The 2010 
uide to lewis 
Living is your 
go-to source 

for everything 
Jewish. Use 

it, rather than 
Google, when 

you need 
"anything 
Jewish." 

PART TIME POSIT IONS AVAILABLE AT 

SUGARMAN-SINAI 
MEMORIAL CHAPEL 

SECRETARY 
WANTED 

FOR MORE l :\'FOR;\ IATIOl\ 
CONTACT IRA AT 331 809..i 

Secretary for Beauty School, 
fluent in English and Spanish, 
bookkeeping and accounting. 
Part-time position. 

Joan & Bill Thomas 
Proprietors 

195 Wayland Avenue 

Providence. RI 02906 

Pb: 40 I .831.6600 
provldence@runclblespoon.com 

www .runciblespoon.com 

Ask for Mr. Berger at 725-6882. 

Business 2 Business 
Imagine reaching an audience at a quarter off the cost! 

Hey businesses, do you 
know another business, 
vendor or partner? If you 
refer them and they advertise in 

n.j EWISHVOICE & HERALD , you will 
receive 25% off your next ad! 

Contact Tricia Stearly at 421 -4111, ext. 160 
or tstearly@shalomri.org 

New classified ads are not part of this promotion. 

1he JEWISH VOICE & Hawn 
Business and Professional Directory 

10,000 
MASSAGES 

Since 1993. You're in good 
hands. "Boston" massage 
therapist offering blend 
of Deep Tissue, Swedish, 
Biodynamics, Reiki to relieve 
and rehab chronic pain, new 
conditions and just plain relax. 
For appointment, call Cathryn 
Moskow, 808-0837 
at 145 Waterman St, East Side. 

To place 
a classified 

Contact 
Tricia Stearly: 

stearly@shalomri. 
org, or call 

421-4111,ext. 160 

Visit us online at: 

www.jvhri.org 

INSURANCE OPTICAL SHOP SALON SERVICES 

Brier & Brier 
Personal Service ... Insurance Professionals 

245 Waterman Street, #505 I Providence, R102906 
40 1-751-2990 I JGBrier@aol.com 

www.brier-brier.com 

Spino's Eyeglass Gallery 
LUCIEN M. SPINO, Registered Optician 

145 Wayland Avenue 
Providence, RI 02906 

Phone: 831-7353 

Hours: Mon - Fri: 9-6, Sat: 9-2 
Email: Spinos.eyeglass.gallefy@gmail.com 

Prescriptions filled ... Designer eyewear ... Sunglasses 

Established in 1979 

First time customers 
Receive a 20% discount 

with this ad. 

Not to be combined with other promouons 

888 Smith Street, Providence • 401-331-4888 
,__ ____________ __, .__._ _ __._ ___________ ~ ··--··-·-····-· ·· ····-··-·· -· ·······- ·-·-··· ·· ····-·· -················ 

Better Than a Billboard 
FOR LESS THAN $26 PER ISSUE, YOUR BUSINESS CARD CAN BE HERE! 

1he JEWISH Vo1CE & lIFRArn 
Call or e-mail today! 

• Tricia Stearly • 401 -421 -4111, ext 160 - email: tstearly@jfri.org 

wwwjvhri.org 



PAGE 30 Jewish Voice ~Herald April 29, 2011 SENIORS 

Are religion and 
humor polar 

opposites? 

_NVICTORIAN VIEW 
eclares that the variet

es of humor are valid 
iagnostic elements 

that serve to distinguish the several 
classes of society from one another. 

Dr. Stanley 
Aronson 

Raucous, bawdy 
and banal jokes, 
even puns, charac
terize the working 
class humor while 
subtlety and faint 
bemusement are 
the hallmarks 
of aristocratic 
humor. Butwhether 
it is a raucous belly 
laugh or a fleet-
ing and dignified 

smile, humor has always been a 
necessary part of human activity, 
easing the thorny passage between 
birth and death. 

Humor prevails, faintly perhaps, 
even within its most serious, most 
dignified activities, such as reli
gion. And in unrelieved tragedy? 
Did not Hamlet declare, "Alas 
poor Yorick! I knew him, Hora
tio: a fellow of infinite jest, of most 
excellent fancy." 

Mentioning religion and humor 
in the same sentence may appeal to 
the iconoclast, but to most it seems 
an immiscible combination, per
haps a contradiction, even imper
tinence. Religion is reverence, 
dignity, solemnity and quiet faith, 
with the music ofJohann Sebastian 
Bach as background. In contrast, 
humor is, above all else, an irrev
erent, awesomely secular diversion. 
Humor seeks social contradictions 
and deliberately belittles all that is 
deemed sacred - and with a brass 
band as accompaniment. Religion 
whispers; humor yells. 

Gregory's 
~ . 
~~~~ Optical 
~ 

Unuiue and Vintage Frames 
Oliver Peoples j. F. Rry 

L.A. Eyeworks theo 

Alain Mikli Tag Heuer 

Face a Face and much more 

High Technology Lenses 

401-421-4770 

SCIENCE AND SOCIETY 

The Gospel according to Groucho 
Religion, as its avowed purpose, 

seeks to confer dignity and peace of 
mind on humans; humor, in con
trast, seeks to find and then exploit 
the flaws in humans. Religion can 
be gracious, loving. Humor can 
be vicious, demeaning and even 
brutal. Religion brings a dessert 
to the plate of the hungry vagrant; 
humor flings a pie in his face . 

What fundamentally, then, is 
humor? It is a fleeting attempt 
to achieve some insight into the 
struggles of humans by uttering 
unsettling, perhaps disparaging, 
remarks. Admittedly, most such 
attempts fail as being pointless if 
not in poor taste, but an occasional 
astigmatic observation touches an 
inner sensibility. Then, we all sigh, 
perhaps laugh, as we realize that 
a certain fleeting insight, even an 
epiphany, has been achieved. 

GROUCHO MARX 

behavior by its regulations and lists 
of heresies. To be deeply religious 
means that you are reserved in 
commentary, thoughtful in beliefs 
and consistent with established 
doctrine. To be a humorist, in con
trast, requires that you be intem
perate, bold in expression and say 
all of your inner thoughts. 

All humans, despite their striv
ings and aspirations, are mere 
mortals; it remains for the unusual 

JERRY SEINFELD 

men and women to know that they 
are but ordinary. Only the humor
ists among them have the courage 
to proclaim their ordinariness and 
make it a virtue rather than a flaw. 
Ultimately, religion seeks perfec
tion in its followers; humor, on 
the other hand, delights in con
tradiction, confusion, pratfalls and 
inconsistency. 

The strength of a religion lies 
in its resiliency and is determined 

RODNEY DANGERFIELD 

in part by its capacity to make fun 
of itself. Of course, there need not 
be conflict between the humorists 
and the clergy; both may enjoy the 
tales that begin with the words: 
"Have you heard the one about the 
rabbi, the priest and the minister 
in a bar ... ?" 

Stanley M. Aronson, M .D. , is 
dean of medicine emeritus, Brown 
University. Contact him at smamd@ 
cox.net. 

The person who finds humor in 
the annoyingly consistent features 
of life, its repetition, its banality, 
is a wit; the human who dissects 
those inconsistencies is a humorist. 
Some of these bits of humor reach 
the level of enduring comedy- and 
then we call them aphorisms or 
epigrams. 

Humor illuminates our foibles, 
our inconsistencies - but not 
always bluntly. Humor, at times, 
is required to enter the household 
through the servants' entrance, 
slyly seeking out the voids of pom
posity, the baseless pride and the 
established contradictions. But 
when humor is disparaged as bad 
taste, it must then come as the 
clown or the jester who uses analo
gies and subtle metaphors to iden
tify - and then exaggerate - the 
targets of his comedy. His weapons 
include parody, hyperbole, irony, 
reflection and sometimes the elo
quence of deliberate silence. 

At risk of stroke? 

The outer trappings of religion 
consist of ritual, ancient ceremony, 
persuasion and sundry documents 
declaring the rules ofinclusion and 
exclusion. Religion makes mani
fest the guidelines of interpersonal 

¼sit The Miriam 
Hospital 's free 

screening 
PROVIDENCE - Strokes are 
the third leading cause of death 
in the United States and the 
leading cause of adult disability. 
Seeking medical attention at the 
first sign of a stroke can greatly 
reduce the risk of disability and 
help save lives. A release from 
The Miriam Hospital states 
that, on average, someone in the 
United States suffers a stroke 
every 45 seconds while someone 
dies of a stroke every three min
utes, according to the American 
Heart Association/American 

"'frying to care for aging parents 
shouldn't age their adult children 
as well." 
I'm Jenny Miller. I've devoted 
my life and career to assisting 
seniors and people with 
disabilities. My goal is to help 
them maintain their well-being, 
independence and dignity. If you 
or your family aren't sure where 
to turn, how to gather information 
or who can help-then get in 
touch with me today. 

. Sl'lllOl"(.'art.·t·onl'l' ll .· \\ ' \\ ' \\ ' . 
l'horw· I Sllll".com 

. ..io1.:11J8 . .,.h;;:; 

wwwjvhri.org 

Stroke Association. More than 
700,000 Americans experience 
a new or recurrent stroke each 
year. 

The Miriam Hospital, home 

of the first certified primary 
stroke center in Rhode Island, 

is offering free blood pres
sure screenings and stroke risk 
assessments in recognition of 
Stroke Awareness Month. 

The evaluations will be offered 
on Monday, May 16, from 11 
a.m. - 2 p.m., at The Miriam 
Hospital 's Hurvitz Conference 
Room A, 164 Summit Ave., 
Providence. The event is free and 
open to the public; free valet and 
self-parking are available. 

For more information about 
this event, call the Lifespan 
Health Connection at 444-4800. 
For more information about 1he 
Miriam Hospital Stroke Center, 
ca/1793-5533 or visit www.miri
amhospital.org 

NE;WBEDFORD 

-·~ 1111111~1' :, ... , .. ' 
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- - 'W'is/i.1::Ji.nva(escent Jfome 
Kosher facility for short or long·term care ......_ 

Skilled nursing care 
Hospice care : t I•' 

Medical services Rehabilitative services • 
• Pam management Restorative therapy • C AKosher]ewishfacility ~ 

w Bedford Jewish Convalescent Home 
0 Hawthorn Street, New Bedford, MA 02740 

508.997.9314 • Fax: 508-996-3664 
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One spouse hoards, 
the other purges 

LAST SATURDAY my 
husband and I went to 
the local library because 
we had read that it was 

providing free shredding ser
vices. This made a wonderful assist 

to our marriage, 
because I have 
been noodging 
him for more 
than 60 years to 
throw away out
dated papers that 
serve no purpose 
other than occu-

Tema pying closet space 
Gouse that no home ever 

------ has enough of. 
I will not elaborate on what was 

involved in separating the essen
tials (to keep) from the non-essen
tials (to toss). That process was well 
worth the hours it took, because 
now when we are looking for the 
1998 IRS tax returns (and can find 
only the 1997 and 1999 versions), 
we can place blame on our unusual 
disposal effort. 

Every family is composed of 

L EVIT ICUS 19:1-20:27 
Parashat Kedoshim 

Bv RABBI J OEL SELTZER 

Special to 1he Voice & H erald 

I RECEIVED AN email 
a few weeks back from a 
person who was looking for 
a way to increase her obser

vance ofJudaism. So I thought to 
myself, 'What should I tell her?' 
Perhaps I should tell her to kasher 
her kitchen for Pesach; to clean out 
the fridge, power wash the ovens, 
remove all hametz from her house 
and observe Pesach according to all 
its laws and regulations. But then I 
said to myself, "Pesach is only here 
for eight days of the year, so maybe 
I should really tell her to kasher 
her kitchen for the full year!" Let 
her remove all treif products from 
her freezer, buy new countertops, 
a double sink and begin living a 
fully kosher life. Better yet, since 
what goes into our mouth isn't 
as important as what comes out, 
perhaps I will tell her to daven 
three times a day, praising God 
for all the countless glories of our 
world and petitioning God for all 
our purest needs. But in the end, I 
decided against all of these. 

When facing the al regel ahat, 
the "standing-on-one-foot" ques
tion, a question that asks you to 
boil all of Judaism down into one 
practical nugget, it is best to put 
first things first. So I told her to 
light Shabbat candles each and 
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Irreplaceable treasures 
individuals with varied value sys
tems in regard to what merits being 
saved. Some of us are guardians of 
almost anything official or valu
able looking. Others place higher 
value on neatness and consistently 
dispose of anything that is older 
than the fruit in the refrigerator. 
Much of this is determined by how 
compulsive we are. 

I am probably the only mother 
of my generation who did not 
save her children's report cards. 
(And many of them were actu
ally very good!) I did not salvage 
their diplomas because I had never 
saved my own. 

It is fine if the partners in a 
marriage have similar tempera
ments, but that is not the common 
match. What to save and what to 
dispose of foster some of the worst 
marital tiffs. 

Example: Old personal letters 
are discovered. One of the two
some thinks they should be saved 
(though not shared with others) 
and the other spouse retains no 
sentiment for the writings after 
many years. Baby shoes are valued 
more by mothers than by fathers . 
(H e remembers the battle getting 
the little one to put them on him.) 

Family relics are usually more 

highly valued if the item came 
from their background rather than 
from their in-laws. Old family pic
tures are usually kept (even if the 
photographed individual cannot 
be identified), regardless of family 
of origin. Most commonly argued 
about is family jewelry. Mama's 

"1 am probably the 
only mother of my 

generation who 
did not save her 
children's report 

cards." 

brooch is obsolete, not in per
fect shape and certainly useless, 
but thinking of disposing of it is 
offensive to Mama's son or daugh
ter. Yet even the grandchildren are 
not interested in the jewelry. 

But let's get to the serious 
stuff - the oodles and oodles of 
papers that are crammed into 
filjng cabinets and huge card
board boxes. Some of those con
tainers are identified with outside 

o'vAR TORAH 

tags, indicating bank statements 
(many from closed accounts), store 
receipts and guarantees, income 
tax forms (including blank ones 
used in 1995), wedding licenses 
and discharge papers and deeds 
for burial plots, etc., etc. The bulk 
of these has never been used and 
never will be, but disposing of 
them is a sacrilege. They are all 
irreplaceable treasures. 

The main problem with these 
valuables is that they are very often 
co-owned. Here's one example 
that, of course, is fictional . Exam
ple: The lady of the house had 
purchased a painting before she 
ever met the man of the house. In 
their first shared home she wished 
to display it in the entry hall. He 
intensely wanted to throw it 
out. Compromise: It was relegated 
to a closet in the cellar where it 
stayed forevermore. (And the 
marriage survived!) 

How can the saver survive the 
spouse who only wants to clear 
all storage space in order to again 
be able to overbuy - and hence, 
overcrowd? And who will decide 
how to dispose of a favorite dress 
or piece of jewelry that is no longer 
worn? The dress is now two sizes 
too small and the style hopelessly 

outdated. 
The man's treasures create even 

worse problems. Nehru jackets 
have been out of style for many 
decades. "But it looks like new." 
Of course it does; it was never 
worn. The beloved tools he worked 
with in the old house have not 
been used in the decade since the 
house was sold. "But who knows 
when they will come in handy?" 
(Advice to ladies: That is a war you 
will never win.) 

As for the never-ending papers 
that you will never use and the old 
documents that you may some day 
need but be unable to locate, well, 
there is a solution. Not a good one 
but a solution. Analyze the base
ment space your children have and 
assure them that they may need 
them some day and must store 
them. As forunused clothing,jew
elry, and family relics, find a good 
used clothing or antique dealer 
and ask him to get the best prices 
he can for them. And then buy lot
tery tickets! 

Tema Gouse is a retired social 
worker. Contact her at nbgtgp@cox. 
net. 

Lighting Shahbat candles 
every Friday night. And I did so 
because of this week's parashah. 
Adrift in a sea of sacrificial regu
lations and forbidden relationships 
is this week's parashah, Parashat 
Kedoshim. This masterpiece of 
legislated ethics is the cornerstone 
of the Holiness Code, the section 
of Vayikra beginning here with 
Chapter 19. 

Our parashah begins with 
the famous verses: "Vay' dabber 
Adonai el M oshe leimor; dabber el 
kol adat B 'nei Yisrael v'amarta alei
hem: k'doshim _tih'yu ki kadosh ani 
Adonai Eloheikhem." "And the Lord 
spoke to Moses saying; Speak to 
the whole Israelite community and 
say to them: You shall be holy, for 
I, the Lord your God, am holy." 
It sounds simple - the Jewish 
people shall be holy, because 

Adonai, their God, is holy. Surely 
a good enough answer for stand
ing on one foot - but the question 
remains: How are we to be holy? 
One possible answer to this question 
comes to us from the lOrh century 
midrash, the Tanna D'vei Eliyahu. 
From there we learn that there are 
three types of kedushah, holiness, in 
this world: The holiness of God; the 
holiness of Shabbat; and the holi
ness of the people Israel; and these 
three are actually one! 

What does it mean that these 
three types of holiness are actually 
one? For that answer, we look to the 
Hasidic commentator the Netivot 
Shalom, Rabbi Shalom Noah Ber
ezovsky; the Slonimer Rebbe. He 
explains that although these three 
types of kedushah are indeed one, 
that does not mean that they are 
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equal. Clearly, he explains, God's 
holiness is the source of all holiness 
in the world and cannot be paral
leled. But God took a piece of the 
divine holiness and placed it inside 
the mitzvah - thus making this 
holiness accessible to the entire 
Jewish people. Hence the ubiqui
tous and often overlooked formula 
- asher kid'shanu b'mitzvotav ... 
Who has brought holiness to our 
lives through the observance of the 
mitzvot. For me, herein lies the true 
power of Shabbat: that moment, 
that magical moment each week 
when you light the candles - is a 
moment of truest kedushah. It is 
recognition of the unparalleled 
holiness of a God who not only 
creates but rests as well. It is the 
reification of the intangible holi
ness of Shabbat by means of two 

soft, flickering lights aglow in your 
home. And in that moment when 
I watch my daughter covering her 
eyes, experiencing a sanctity that I 
have long learned to tune-out, it is 
an awareness that God has given 
us an indescribable holiness which 
yearns to exist within our lives. It 
is the three which become one; 
the holiness of God, Shabbat and 
the People Israel. And so to para
phrase the great sage Hillel: "That 
is the entire Torah - the rest is just 
commentary; now go and light 
your candles." 

Rabbi Joel Seltzer, a member of 
the Rhode Island Board of Rabbis, 
is a rabbi at Temple Emanu-EI in 
Providence. Contact him at jseltzer@ 
teprov.org. 
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Julius Bloom, 96 
SEEKONK, Mass. - Julius Bloom 
a resident of Seekonk, Mass. sine~ 
1955, died April 17. For 61 years, he 
was the husband of the late Fannye 
C. Bloom. 

He is survived by his sons, Jay 
Bloom and his wife Linda Sebe
lia of Barrington and John Bloom 
and his wife Joan Caldarera of San 
Francisco; and his six grandchil
dren: Aram, Lauren, Lenya, Jessica, 
Michael-Tobias and Andreas. 

He was a 1935 graduate of the 
Rhode Island School of Design 
architectural program. An Army 

veteran, he served in the 
~ European Theatre during 
I~ World War II. Upon his 

return to Providence, he 
joined the family store fixture busi
ness, W illiam Bloom & Son, which 
he developed into national promi
nence over the next 46 years. He 
continued his working career up to 
his final days. 

Always an avid golfer, he held the 
Ledgemont Country Club champion
ship seven times during a period of 
four decades. He was also a past 
president of the RI Golf Associa
tion. He died peacefully in his sleep, 
having enjoyed a round of golf just 
the day before. 

Gerald P. Cohen, 89 
CRANSTON - Gerald Cohen of 
Cranston died April 14. He was the 
husband of Bernice {Karten) Cohen 

and the late Julia 
{Malatt) Cohen; 
the father of 
Wendy and 
Terry Moscovitz 
and Debra and 
Michael Trezvant 
and the step

L----''-'"'-"..- father of Karen 
Karten and Cliff and Vicki Karten. 
He was the grandfather of Jennifer 
Moscovitz and her fiance Joseph 
Angelone, Jamie Moscovitz, Nicole 
Trezvant, Max Karten and the late 
Ben Karten ; the brother of Maurice 
{Moe) Cohen and the late Herbert 
Cohen; and the brother-in-law of 

the late Frances Cohen and Suzanne 
Cohen. He was the uncle of Howard 
and Pat Cohen, Steven and Jean 
Cohen, and Stuart and Linda Cohen; 
the son-in-law of the late Jennie 
Malatt; and the father of Jake, his 
dog. 

Born in Providence, a son of 
the late Aaron and Nettie {Paster) 
Cohen, he had lived in Cranston for 
56 years. He attended Classical High 
School, Class of '40. He served in 
the Air Force in World War II in the 
355th Fighter Squadron. He and his 
twin brother Moe opened Twin Flo
rists, Inc. in 1951 and ran it until 1985; 
he continued working as a florist until 
2009. A lifelong member and officer 
of Redwood Lodge 035 AF & AM, he 
served on the Grand Lodge. He was 
a devoted Red Sox and Patriots fan. 

Contributions may be made to 
Cranston Animal Shelter, 920 Phenix 
Avenue, Cranston, RI 02921. 

Corene Graboyes, 85 
WARW ICK - Corene Grayboyes of 
Jacksonville, Fla., and formerly of 
Warwick, died April 18 in Taylor Care 
Center, Jacksonville, Fla. She was the 
wife of the late Stanley Graboyes. 

Born in Providence, a daughter 
of the late Morris and Ida {Abedon) 
Bezan, she had lived in Warwick for 
more than 50 years before moving 
to Jacksonville. A 1944 graduate of 
Hope High School, she was also a 
former member of Hadassah. 

She was the mother of Glenn 
Graboyes of Lake Worth, Fla., and 
Eileen Graboyes-Pinder of Jack
sonville, Fla. ; the sister of the late 
George, Max and Ben Bezan; and the 
grandmother of three. 

Contributions may be made to 
Alzheimer's Association, 245 Water
man St., Providence, RI 02906. 

Sylvia Esther 
(Greenstein) Paige, 77 

CRANSTON - Sylvia Paige, of Cran
ston died on April 25. Born in Balti
more, Md., Sylvia was a daughter of 
the late Frank and Bessie {Weiner) 
Greenstein, and sister of the late 
Belle Nathanson, Ruth Tepper and 
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Gertrude Levine, all of Baltimore, 
Md. 

She is survived by her husband 
Morton Yale Paige, of Cranston; her 
son Brian Sosner and his wife Carol, 
of Potomac, Md. {and formerly of 
Needham, Mass.); and her daugh
ter Sheri Sosner, of Brookline Mass. 
She leaves her stepchildren Robin 
Polishook and her husband Bruce, 
of Newton, Mass., and Marc Paige; 
and six grandchildren, Lenny and 
Jonathan Sosner, Justin and Jordan 
Blocher, and Stacey and Lindsey Pol
ishook. 

She was a member of Temple 
Torat Yisrael, Hadassah and Crans
ton Senior Guild. 

Donations may be made to 
Hallworth House, 66 Benefit St., 
Providence, RI 02904 or Home & 
Hospice Care of RI , 1085 N. Main St., 
Providence, RI 02904. 

Leonard Shalansky, 69 
WARWICK - Leonard Shalansky, 
of Warwick, died April 12. He was 
the husband of Ruby {Anstendig) 
Shalansky for 43 years. Born in New 
York City, he was the son of the late 
Hyman J. and Hilda {Bloom) Shalan
sky. 

He studied illustration, fine art and 
design at Cooper Union and Pratt 
Institute. A dedicated mentor at The 
San Miguel School, he enjoyed shar
ing his artistic gifts with critically ill 
children through the Make-A-W ish 
Foundation. He touched many lives 
with his warmth, humor and trade
mark cartoons. 

Along with his wife, he leaves his 
sons, Steven Shalansky and his wife 
Emily of Providence, and David Sha
lansky of Los Angeles, Calif. He was 
the grandfather of Julia and Mia Sha
lansky. 

Donations may be made in 
his memory to Temple Beth-El, 
70 Orchard Ave., Providence, RI 

OBITUARIES 
02906; The San Miguel School of 
Providence, 525 Branch Ave., Provi
dence, RI 02904; or the Amyloid 
Treatment and Research Program, 
72 East Concord St., KS03, Boston, 
MA02118. 

Sally (Dubenofsky) 
Stein, 96 

SHARON, Mass. - Sally Stein of 
Sharon, Mass. died April 14. She was 
the wife of the late Felix Stein. Born 
in Canada, she was a daughter of the 
late Tzvi Hirsch and Rachel {Schlein) 
Dubenofsky. 

She was an administrator in her 
husband's medical practice, and 
then became a travel agent in UP. 
A volunteer at The Jewish Museum 
in Manhattan, she was a former 
member of Park Avenue Synagogue 
and the treasurer of its Sisterhood. 

She is survived by her children, 
Susan Putterman of New York City 
and Channah Schafer of Sharon, 
Mass.; and her grandchildren, 
Michael, Daniel, Uriel, Feivel , Reena, 
Shayna and Pella; and many great
grandchildren. She was the sister of 
the late Benjamin Mordechai and 
Eliezer Shelaimah. 

Donations may be made to Yad 
Moshe, 141 Van Buren Ave., Lake
wood, NJ 08701. 

Klara Amel ia (Reiss) 
Werner, 90 

DEVON, England - Klara Amelia 
Werner died April 2 in Devon, Eng
land. She is survived by her husband, 
Max Werner; her daughters, Judith 
Missry of Providence and Joyce 
Mays of London; and her brother, 
Mani Reiss of Israel. She is mourned 
by her husband, children, grandchil
dren and great-grandchildren. 

Contributions may be made to 
Congregation Beth Sholom in Provi
dence. 

Richard N. Ziff, 81 
PROVIDENCE - Richard Ziff, of 
Providence, formerly of Hartford, 
Conn., died April 11. Born in Hart
ford, Conn., he was a son of the late 
Michael and Bertha {Simons) Ziff. 
He is survived by his sister, Miriam 
Z. Snyder and her husband, Dr. 
Herbert L. Snyder, of Delray Beach, 
Fla. and Manchester, Conn., and his 
brother, Howard L. Ziff, of Sun City, 
Calif. 

A graduate of Weaver High School 
in Hartford, Conn., he received his 

• 
undergraduate degree 
from George Washing
ton University and a law 

degree from Boston University. Fol
lowing his Army service during World 
War 11 , he practiced law in Hartford 
as a principal of the firm of Stoner, 
Kline and Ziff and later founded a 
firm in Norwich, Conn. He served 
as Norwich's city attorney and was 
elected mayor of Norwich. Before 
his retirement, he was director of 
personnel for Providence. 

Upon retirement, he was known 
for his prodigious volunteer work, 
especially in Providence. For more 
than 15 years, he taught conversa
tional English at the International 
House of Rhode Island to foreign 
visitors, professors and dignitaries, 
many of whom became his friends. 
A member of Lawyers Without 
Borders, he was a docent at the 
RISD Museum and a suicide preven
tion phone counselor. His passions 
included reading and traveling. 

He was most proud of the success 
of Vincente Pina, whom he men
tored as a big brother. He leaves his 
friend, Susan Dodd, Debbe Greens
pan, his niece, many other nieces 
and nephews and countless friends. 

Donations may be made to the 
American Cancer Society or Interna
tional House of Rhode Island. 
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native story-telling, said Pyatov. 
"It was a game. We put together 

a story that my mother-in-law 
lost contact with her son during 
the war, and he is now in Israel," 
he said. A citizen needed a good 
reason, such as wanting to rejoin 
family members, before he or she 
would be granted permission to 
emigrate. "Soviets understood that 
this was just a story, but they played 
the game; otherwise you're escap
ing from paradise," he said. 

Margarita Mamaysky and her 
family had another issue to contend 
with in escaping from Soviet con
trol. Before being granted permis
sion to leave Russia, "they asked us 
to pay for ou r education," she said. 
As she and her husband were both 
engineers, their education was con
sidered of high value; they were 
forced to borrow money to pay the 
government. 

"We came here with a negative 
balance," she explained, as each 
individual was only given around 
$95 and could take only one suit
case. They were not permitted to 
take any savings, regardless of their 
destination. 

Raisa Khykin and her family 
brought only some children's 
clothes and bedding. 

Some individuals were fired 
when their employers discovered 
they were attempting to leave the 
Soviet Union. Only after the KGB 
investigated Pyatov, the head of 
a scientific lab, was he granted an 
exit visa. A co-worker in the per
sonnel department of his office was 
surprised when the KGB came to 
ask questions about Pyatov's access 
to secret information! 

"She couldn't believe that a good 
man like me would escape. They 
treat emigrants as traitors. She 
blamed my wife," he said, laughing. 

Jewish emigrants from the Soviet 
Union first went to Vienna, Aus
tria, where they would be able to 
decide to which country they really 
wanted to move. For many Jews, 
the choice was between the United 
States and Israel. 

Mamaysky's husband, Arkady 
Mamaysky, was initially set on 
going to Israel. While their visa 
paperwork was being processed, 
her family, like many other immi
grants, was sent to stay in Italy 
for three months. As they waited, 
there were major decisions to be 
made. "My brother left Russia for 
Providence a year before my hus
band and I were set to leave, and my 
parents wanted me to be with my 
brother," she says. Though Arkady 
had longed to join the Israeli army 
and help beautify the nation, he 
also recognized the importance of 
family. The Mamaysky family pre
pared to head to the United States. 

Pyatov concurred, having made 
the same destination decision. 
"Material considerations took 
over," he said, alluding to the qual
ity of life and the education system 
in the United States. Life in Israel 
was very different 20 and 30 years 
ago. Still, he appreciated having 
the opportunity to freely choose 
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where he would live. "It's very nice 
now that you're free ." 

Khykin's husband wanted to 
take his family to America. "We 
had a vision for our kids. They 
needed an education, they needed 
to achieve," she explai ned. So 
many of those interviewed cited 
their children's education as the 
reason they chose to leave Russia 
in the first place. "We work so hard 
just to give to· ou r kids," said Mar
garita Mamaysky. 

When they were in the United 
States, the H ebrew Immigrant Aid 
Society (HIAS) provided them 
with any amen ities they needed, 
Margarita Mamaysky said, includ
ing housing and airfare. HIAS 

"She couldn't 
believe that a 

good man like me 
would escape. They 
treat emigrants as 

traitors." 

helped them get settled in Amer
ica, as did the Jewish Community 
Center of Rhode Island. I cannot 
emphasize how grateful we are," 
she said. "They guided us." 

Arriving in California in 1987, 
Pyatov began taking English lan
guage classes at San Francisco 
Community College and, eight 
months later, was hired in his field 
of mechanical engineering. He 
and his family bounced all around 
the country - his career took them 
to Nevada, North Carolina, New 
York and eventually W arwick. 
Pyatov smiles proudly over a stack 
of patents, both Soviet and Ameri
can, for percussion power tools that 
he has invented. Now retired, he 
is still passionate about his career 
and thankful for the opportunities 
he and his family were afforded. 

Learning English was not a 
welcome experience for everyone. 
Margarita Mamaysky said that she 
wasn't comfortable speaking the 
language, despite having studied 
English in college in the Soviet 
Union. "I was so afraid I would say 
something wrong and everyone 
would laugh at me. My greatest 
fear was when the phone rang," she 
said. She and her husband could 
find jobs in their field of mechani
cal engineering with relative ease, 
as technical language supersedes 
language barriers. Others, though, 
had a tougher time finding work. 

Their main focus on arrival 
was their children's future. "We 
couldn't afford to send our kids to 
private schools; but I don't believe 
in schools, I believe in kids," Mar
garita Mamaysky said. Her chil
dren have gone on to find success 
in higher education, just as she 
and her husband had hoped they 
would. 

"For us Jewish people to be 
accepted, we need to be a step 
higher . . . otherwise we will not 

Margarita Mamaysky 

The late Boris Efes (Margarita Mamaysky's father) with Vincent "Buddy" Cia~ci, th_e form_er mayor of 
Providence, and Tanya Plyshan at the JCC. Boris Efes and his wife, Freyda, resided in Prov1denc_e from 
19B1 until their deaths . Boris Efes organized, for more than a dozen years, an annual celebration for 
Victory Over Germany Day, an important holiday for Russian World War II veterans . 

NATALYA and VLADIMIR PYATOV with their children in 1987, 
shortly before they emigrated from the Soviet Union. 

feel respected at all," said Khykin. 
After coming to the United States, 
she realized she was not inter
ested in pursuing an engineering 
career. Instead, she took nurse's 
aide classes, which also helped her 
with English. Amazed that elderly 
people in this country receive such 
great care, she realized she enjoyed 
nursing. "I see the immediate 
results - that I am helping people." 

Khykin took her desire to 
work in the health care industry 
still further. After three years of 
classes at the Community College 
of Rhode Island (while working 
second-shift hours), she became a 
certified dental assistant. "I cher
ish this certificate even more than 
my engineering degree, because it 
came to me through a lot of very 
hard work, and I learned some
thing new in my life." 

H er pride in her heritage and in 
her U.S . citizenship seems bound
less. "This is our story, but we 

wwwJvhri.org 

survived and we matured in this 
country . . . and learned some things 
about ourselves. I never thought I 
would be able to do it - especially 
learning to drive! I was so scared, I 
thought I would never learn." 

As their children grow older 
and the politics of nations change, 
these immigrants have found 
themselves rooted in the unify
ing nature of their faith. ''When 
we moved here," said Khykin, "I 
was so thankful that this country 

exists and that they are so strong in 
maintaining this Jewish tradition, 
and supporting Jewish people." 

What may have driven them 
apart in the Soviet Union has 
pulled them together here in 
America. 

Tori Hitchiner, a senior at the Uni
versity of Rhode Island, is an intern 
with Ihe Jewish Voice & Herald. Con
tact her at tori.hitchiner@gmail.com. 

Stephen F. Schiff, M.D., F.A.C.S. 
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DR. BORIS SKURKOVICH 

Lvov, Ukraine 
DR. BORIS Skurkovich 

stands in front of a res
taurant in Lvov, Ukraine. 

H e wrote, "It is located on the Old 
Jewish Street in the old Jewish 
quarters. There used to be a syna
gogue next to it that was destroyed 
during German occupation. I was 

there at the invitation of Olena 
Pinchuk AntiAIDS Foundation 
to assess the growing epidemic 
of HIV and tuberculosis in the 
Ukraine. There were three of us 
from Brown University, all infec
tious disease physicians." 

Germany and Poland 
ON A RECENT trip to 

Germany and Poland, 
Robin and Yoram Ringer, 

and Laura and Avi Nevel visited 
the Oswiecim Great Synagogue 

(Auschwitz), as well as the home
towns ofYoram's and Avi's parents 
in Poland. The Jewish Voice & 
H erald was with us at each stop 
along the way! 

WEARE READ 

Southern Hemisphere 
CAROL and RON 

Schwartz, of Tiverton, 
visited the Southern 

H emisphere to escape the snowy 
New England winter. In Febru
ary, they took a three-week trip to 

JACK WIN KLEMAN visited 
Tel Aviv, while he was a volun
teer for the IDF. 

wwwjvhri.org 

Sydney and Melbourne, Australia; 
and then they traveled by ship to 
Tasmania and several ports in New 
Zealand. 

While they were in Sydney, 
they attended two operas and 

As you may have guessed, 
he arrived on Purim. 
Jack, originally from Providence, 

visited the Jewish Museum that 
depicts the history of the Jews who 
immigrated to Australia. There is 
a wonderfully eclectic museum in 
Auckland, New Zealand with a 
section on the H olocaust. 

now lives in Connecticut. 

The Voice & 
Herald 
visits the IDF 

HOWIE BROWN took 
his copy of The Voice 
& H erald with him to 

the Sar-El barracks, in the Israel 
D efense Forces (IDF) camp south 
of Tel Aviv. Brown, holding the 
paper, is with three other volunteers 
in the program, during Purim. 

Brown, of North Kingstown, 
was recognized on March 27 for 
his service in the IDF volunteer 
program. 



SIMCHAS 
Red Auerbach College Basketball 

Coach of the Year finalist 

ANDY YOSINOFF, the 
head basketball coach for 
the women's basketball 

team at Emmanuel College, was a 
finalist for the Red Auerbach Col
lege Basketball Coach of the Year. 
H e wrote that the four other nom
inees were coaches for Division I 
men's teams. Although he didn't 
win, he loves coaching the young 
women who play for Emmanuel's 
Division Ill basketball team. 

The son of Louis and the late 
Freda Yosinoff, of Pawtucket, he 
finds that his Jewish values of fair
ness and giving everyone an equal 
opportunity come into play as a 
coach. 

Asserting that his team is excit
ing to watch, he said, "My team 
is famous, we play a full court in
your-face, pressing game. We play 
like a men's team ... " 

Yosinoff also reported that he 
was the coach of the Gold Medal 
Women's Maccabiah in Israel in 
2005. With 661 victories under 
his belt, he believes he may be the 
"'winningest' Jewish college coach 
ever in Division I, II or III. 

Yosinoff, who was named to the 
New England Basketball Hall of 
Fame in 2003, also has taken h is 
team to 16 CAA appearances, 
including one in the Final Four 
in 2001, and has won 16 regional 
(GNAC) championships. 

Basketball isn't the only thing 
that Yosinoff takes pride in; his 
father, Louis, at 92, still drives 
every day from his Pawtucket 
home to Temple Emanu-El for the 
morning minyan. 

One of 50 most influential rabbis 

TIE DAILY BEAST and 
ewsweek teamed up again 
issue the mid-April list of 

the 50 most influential rabbis in the 
United States. They wrote, of Rabbi 
Elie Kaunfer and his colleagues at 
Mechon H adar, Rabbi Shai H eld 
and Rabbi Ethan Tucker, "In a few 
unadorned rooms on the Upper 
West Side of Manhattan, three 
energizing, erudite rabbis under the 
age of 40 have created the seminary 
they felt was missing. 

"Mechon H adar puts a premium 
on H ebrew competence and long
term commitment to its courses, but 
also welcomes guest students who 
want great Talmud but can't commit 
a whole year (and yes, need the Eng
lish translations). These teachers 
have generated buzz because they 
prove that great text study might 
make disengaged Jews take a second 

NICHOLAS Lowinger, 
the son of Danny and Lori 
Lowinger of Cranston, 

received the 2011 R.I. Jefferson 
Award for volunteer service. Three 
individuals, selected based on their 
positive impact, received the awards 
from the United Way of Rhode 
Island and NBC 10. More than 50 
names were submitted for consider
ation; the winners were announced 
on April 12. 

On May 6, he will receive a Youth 
Award at the Women's Center of 
Rhode Island's Women of Excel
lence Awards luncheon. 

On M ay 17, he will be the special 
guest speaker at the 108th annual 
meeting of the Gemilath Chesed -
The Hebrew Free Loan Association 
of Providence. 

Lowinger established a nonprofit 
organization, Gotta H ave Soul, 

look at Judaism." 
Kaunfer, the son of Rabbi Alvan 

and Marcia Kaunfer of Providence, 
was ranked #46 in 2009; Held and 
Tucker were named to the list for 
the first time. 

NICHOLAS LOWINGER 
and PATRICE WOOD 

which provides new shoes to chil
dren living in shelters; he donated 
some of his own money to start the 
initiative. H e reaches out to local 
shelters to assess the needs of the 
individuals they serve and makes 
arrangements to provide new foot
wear to the children at those shel
ters. 
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"An extraordinary peiformance!" 
LA TRIBUNE 

THE 

■Lum1num· 
INC• 

THE ALUMINUM SHOW uses recovered materials from industrial factories which are crafted to build 
the set, dress the cast and interact with the audience. Since its 2003 debut at the Israel Festival in 
Jerusalem, it has gained international recognition. The BBC News called it "visually stunning" and Fox 
News 1V called it "A fascinating , family-friendly, fun, and interesting show ... " 

PROVIDENCE 
PERFORMING 
AKTSCENTIR 

Contelllporary 
Ricbnaond 

4 Rocky Pine 
$362,900 

wwwjvhri.org 

May 20 - 22 
ORDER TICKETS: 

(401) 421-ARTS (2787) 
www.ppacri.org 

i . 

PARTOFTliE iirico/tfln. __ _ 

C0""'1:J,.1PQRARY ClASSICS SERI ES 

Water Front Fabulous Condition 
Warwn/PotowOlllnt Western Cranston 

4 8 He a eh•·ood Dr. 30 Brook.,iew Dr. 
$599,900 S 349,900 
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Learning to share; learning to care: 

This program is supported by funds raised 
through the Annual Community Campaign 

wwwjvhri.org 


