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Ulpan 
teachers 

offer 
more than 

Hebrew 
Rewarding 

relationships endure 

B Y N ANCY Krnsc11 

nkirsch@shalomri.org 

SIMCHA AND SHIMON 
Pe'er may be the hard
est working vacationers 
you' ll ever meet! The Israeli 

couple is in Providence during the 
las t two weeks of July to teach an 
ulpan, H ebrew classes to members 
of the community. Sponsored by the 
Jewish Alliance of G reater Rhode 
Island (the Alliance), the ulpan 
offers conversational H ebrew classes 
at four different levels - beginner, 
lower intermediate, higher interme
diate and advanced. 

As volunteers, whose only com
pensation is roundtrip airfare 
between Israel and the United 
States, they each teach two classes 
each weekday for eight days, and 
each class is 2 hours and 15 minutes 
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JILL KLITZNER with Adam in their Lincoln home 

More than 
one baby 

in the 
house 

Klitzner family 
fosters children, 

adopts one 

B Y NANCY Krn sc 11 

nkirsch@shalomri.org 

LI NCOLN - Baby Adam was 
born add icted to crack cocaine 
- his birth mother's "drug of 
choice" throughout her preg
nancy. About to be discharged 
from W omen & I nfa nts H ospi
tal, he faced only two options: A 
shelter or a fos ter fam ily. 

Still decompressing from 
having bade fa rewell to M adeline 
(M addie), thei r fourth fos ter baby, 
Dean and Jill Klitzner had sched
uled a long Labor Day weekend 
in Boston when they got a call. 
"We have a Caucasian baby who 
needs to be placed," Jill remem
bers Ardelle Brackley, the social 
worker at Children's Friend 

KLITZN ER, Page 12 

Murdoch scandal raises questions for Israel 
Will p ro-Israel media 

voice be muted? 
B Y R ON K AM PEAS 

WASHINGTON QTA) - Pro
Israel leaders in the United States, 
Brita in and Australia are wa rily 
watching the un folding of the 
phone-hacki ng scandal that is 
th reatening to engulf the media 
empire of Rupert M urdoch, 
founder of News Corp. 

Murdoch's sudden massive 
reversal of fortune - with 10 top 
former staffers and executives 
under arrest in Britain for hacking 
into the phones of public figures 
and a murdered schoolgirl, and 
paying off the police and journal
ists - has supporters ofl srael wor
ried that a diminished Murdoch 
presence may mute the strongly 
pro-Israel voice of many of the 
publications he owns. 
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An adult b 'nei mitzvah class celebrates 

Congregants found 
compelling reasons 

to participate 

B Y NANCY KIRSCH 

nkirsch@shalomri.org 

BARRINGTON - When a rabbi, 
a religious school educator and nine 
Temple H abonim members of all 
ages and backgrounds walk into a 
room, what do you get? An adult 
b'nei mitzvah class, of course. 

On W ednesday, June 15, sev
eral members (of whom seven are 
Jewish) of Rabbi Andrew Klein's 
fi rst adult b'nei mitzvah class at 
H abonim, met to talk about their 
motivations for studying H ebrew, 
poring over text and learning trope. 

All Jews automatically become 
bat or bar mitzvah on reaching the 
age of 12 or 13, but not everyone 
chooses to engage in the course of 
study required to receive the honor 
of reading from the Torah. 

THE JUNE 25 ADULT B'NEI MITZVAH ceremony includes Rabbi Andrew Klein , left, back row, Chip Muller, 
Jason Knight, Vlad Kanterman and Linda Silverman Levine, education director at Temple Habonim; and 
Lucy Maddock, left, front row, Margaret CaruololWhippoorwill, Tracy Jacobson, Marilyn Kaplan , Kathy 
Kanterman and Jodi Blankstein, cantorial soloist, at Temple Habonim. 

Five Jewish members - Marga
ret Caruolo/Whippoorwill, Tracy 
Jacobson, M arilyn Kaplan, Jason 
Knight and Lucy Maddock - offi
cially became b'nei mitzvah on Sat
usday, June 25. Vlad Kanterman, 
who became bar mitzvah as a teen, 
read from the Torah. Two other 
non-Jewish members, Kathy Kan
terman and Chip Muller, led and 
chanted prayers, though they had 
no aliyah. D avid Mark, already a 
bar mitzvah, enrolled to study and 
learn, but chose not to participate in 
the service. 

Each participant in the service 
gave a d'var Torah about his or her 

Jewish journey. 
The class met twice a month for 

two years with Linda Silverman 
Levine, H abonim's religious school 
director, and Rabbi Klein to study 
Jewish texts, Jewish history and 
Hebrew. 

For Jews by choice, Rabbi Klein 
said, it was their first opportunity 
to experience the ceremony. For 
others, it was a way to acknowledge 
their connections to being part of a 
Jewish family. "I wanted to honor 
the non-Jewish students and their 
desire to learn more about Judaism, 
even though they may not want to 
convert to Judaism at this time," he 
said. 

"I thought I was the only person 

at H abonim who wasn't Jewish; 
now I know [better]," said Mad
dock. "I look around and see non
Jew, non-Jew, non-Jew ... " 

Jacobson converted to Judaism 
before she married. Her family and 
a desire to know more inspired her 
to take the class. "My husband was 
busy with work and I would bring 
our young children to Tot Shab
bats. I wanted to know more. It's 
not meaningful if you don't know 
where you are in the service." 

M arilyn Kaplan grew up in a 
family that wasn't particularly 
observant, despite belonging to an 
Orthodox synagogue in New York 
City. "My participation [in the tra
ditional Orthodox services] was 

Renaissance. A Place to Remember. 
The Renaissance Memory Support Care at Tama risk provides 

a unique. multi-fa ceted treatment approach that continues 
to achieve excellent results in stimulating the mind . body 

and spirit of residents in our highly regarded program. 

A comprehensive , individualized care plan is created by our 
staff of exceptional professionals in consultation with family 
members to ensure that each resident can realize their full 

potential and experience happier days. 

Our fully secure and comfortable. family-style atmosphere 
enhances social interaction - combined with a complete 
schedule of activi ties and therapies that complement the 

speciali zed needs of each resident. 

playing outside and seeing boys 
studying." 

When Kaplan was 12, she went 
to a rabbi who agreed to teach her 
H ebrew. 

"It's exciting to be able to read 
Torah, it makes me feel like I'm 
more a part of the service," said 
Kaplan, who calls herself a "life
long student." Appreciative of the 
inter-generational connections that 
developed, she said, "I am getting 
to know congregants I wouldn't 
otherwise know." 

Though Kathy Kanterman's hus
band Vlad Kanterman is Jewish, 
he was raised in the former Soviet 
Union without much knowledge of 
Jewish customs and mores, she said. 
Joining Habonim after moving to 
Barrington about four years ago, 
they enrolled their children in the 
religious school. Although she's 
talked with her family about con
verting, she didn't view the b'nei 
mitzvah experience as dictating 
a schedule for or prerequisite to 
conversion. When she and Vlad 
enrolled in the class, "Neither of us 
knew what to expect or that we'd 
learn Hebrew." 

When Maddock, then a divorced 
Catholic, married D avid Mark, she 
"needed a spiritual home." 

Maddock, said Rabbi Klein, 

encouraged her Jewish husband to 
come into the Jewish religion. 

"David is an agnostic who buys 
lots of books," she said. ''We come 
to services; I pray and David reads." 

Maddock praised Silverman 
Levine, who permitted her Catho
lic daughter to enroll in the Reli
gious School. Soon after, Maddock 
began her conversion studies. 

"I'm not going to stop studying," 
said M ark, who claimed to know 
"vi rtually nothing" before the class, 
having had a "drive-by bar mitz
vah." Now, he loves grappling with 
texts, albeit in English. 

Chip Muller, who has not con
verted to Judaism, can't get enough 
of Torah study. "Torah is a laby
rinth; all the liturgy is meaningful 
to me and endlessly fascinating," he 
said. A love of religion and a desire 
to be more immersed in H abonim's 
fa mily experiences also motivated 
Muller, whose wife teaches first 
grade in the religious school. 

An intensive Jewish course of 
study was on Jason Knight's "bucket 
list," so when Rabbi Klein told him 
about the adult b'nei mitzvah class, 
he was on board. He didn't realize 
that he would read from the Torah 
after the class was completed until a 
few months after class began! 

For Knight, Judaism isn't about 
ritual, but about how to get through 
the day in an ethical fashion. H e 
found the intellectual exercise of 
reading Hebrew and dissecting 
ritual and liturgy into their compo
nent parts appealing, as well. 

Whether members of this group 
will continue their Jewish stud
ies through other adult education 
offerings is an open question . What 
is not in doubt is their commitment 
to the synagogue: Four serve on 
the board; Maddock as treasurer, 
and Kathy Kanterman, Knight and 
Muller as board members. 

Editor's Note: Other synagogues 
offer adult b'nei mitzvah classes as 
well, and we hope to report on them in 
the fature. If you or others you know 
are participating in such a class, please 
contact 1he Jewish Voice & Herald at 
nkirsch@shalomri.org or 421-4111, 
ext. 168. 

Studio or companion apartments with an unparalleled level of service and 
amen ities. provide all the support needed for sarety and peace of mind. 

26 Years experience is your guaranty of satisfaction! 
Our Celebrations Adult D'dy SeMces and Respite Care are also .rvailable for 

OOl'H'eSldent:s experiencing a memory d1.sorder. 

• · 1 • I • •1 I • • • : • I • I I• 

www.tamanskn.org 
For a personal consultation, call Dianne: 401-732-0037 

A Carehnk Member 
A Community of the Jewish Semors Agency of RI 

TAMAR I SK 
ASS I STED LIVING AESIOENCf 

Where Life is Celebrated '" 
3 Shak>m Onve. Wa1W1cl<, RI 02886 

AKosherAs>s/edl.M,gRes;de<,ce 
5'Jl)OMSlld bylto Kashru1C-Onvn'5SD1 ofGreale< Hartforo 

wwwjvhri.org 

Free Estimates - 100% Financing Available 

~~H!(!R~ 
401-273-3600 

Windows - Siding 
Roofing - Doors 

Sun Rooms 



ISRAEL 
EXCLUSIVELY 
ATJVHRI.ORG 

"Matisyahu entertains 
young crowd at Lupo's" 
by Nancy Kirsch ... 

NEWS TEASERS 

PAGE 5: 
Josh Stein disputes 
benefits of proposed 
peace plan ... 

PAGE 8: 
Proposed Rx for R. I. 
health care ... 

PAGE 11: 
Temple Sinai 
welcomes new 
educational director ... 

PAGE 14: 
Sarah Sholes 
remembers her Gram 
through baking .. . 

PAGES 17-20: 
A taste of Newport, 
past and present. .. 

PAGE 21: 
Camp JORI receives 
federal funds ... 

PAGE 27: 
Stan Aronson 
remembers 
Depression-era 
diversions ... 

Jewish Voice &_,Herald July 22, 2011 PAGE 3 

Four years after making aliyah 
Experiencing life's ups and 

downs far away from family 

EVERY YEAR AROUND the anni
versary of my aliyah to Israel, I write 
a column summarizing the past year 
of my life. I've written about studying 

Hebrew in ulpan, working, serving in the Israeli 
army, beginning study on my master's degree, 
and getting married. For a long time, it seemed 

Daniel 
Stieglitz 

that each year would always be 
better than the last. Sadly, I 
can't say this is true of the past 
year. 

In the past I've written a great 
deal about the positive and 
meaningful experiences that 
reminded me of why I moved 
to Isr~el in the first place. There 
seems to be a prevalent ste
reotype that life in Israel is far 
more difficult than in countries 

like America; I've done my best to dispel that 
misconception. While Israel may lack a few 
creature comforts compared to many Western 
countries, it makes up for that lack "in spades" 
with culture and meaning- not to mention that 
right now it also has one of the most thriving 
economies in the world. 

However, I'd be lying ifl said that my life in 
Israel has had only "ups" and no " downs." During 
this past year, I've had two wake-up calls that 
finally helped me to realize that my life in Israel 
wouldn't always be about moving from one posi
tive experience to another. This year I have had 
to deal with the loss of my grandmother and also 
with my divorce. 

Regarding the former, one question I had 
asked myself before making aliyah was whether 
I would be able to fly back to the United States 
for the funeral of a loved one such as my grand
mother. While my parents were here on a visit, 
I observed my father say goodbye to my grand
mother on the phone in the final moments of her 
life. Finally, it became clear to me that it was 
necessary to return to the United States for her 
funeral. I needed to bid a proper fa rewell to my 
grandmother, and there was no better way than 
to attend her funeral in New York. 

A few months later, it became clear that my 
(now ex-) wife and I would be going our separate 
ways. When making aliyah, I realized that the 
hardest part would be leaving my parents and 

/ Dan i Stieglitz 

DANI STIEGLITZ made aliyah on July 10, 2007. Since he boarded the plane to Israel 
on that day, much in his life has changed. 

siblings behind in the United States. Spending 
time with them would no longer be a simple 
matter of hopping on a subway to Manhattan's 
Upper West Side, or taking a bus from the Port 
Authority Bus Terminal to Providence. They 
would no longer always be there to share good 
times and bad times with me. 

This separation became more tolerable when 
I married. Not only did I now have family in 

"Here in lsrael , 1 feel 
every day that l am part 

of something greater 
than myself." 

Israel, but with marriage came hopes of build
ing a life with another person, starting a family 
of my own and eventually, perhaps, persuading 
my family in America to join me in Israel on a 
more permanent basis. 

When my family learned of my impending 
divorce, for the first time since I made aliyah 
some of them urged me to move back to the 
United States. I'd be lying ifl said I didn't con-

sider doing so. I had not left Rhode Island or 
New York because I hated living there. In fact, 
at the time I made aliyah I was very happy and 
felt that I had everything going for me. None
theless, I left home because Israel was where I 
wanted to live. Did I ever consider moving back 
to the United State to be closer to my family? 
Most definitely. However, I realized that my 
old life, the one I loved and often missed, would 
no longer be there waiting for me. And even if 
it were, I am no longer the same person that I 
was when I left four years ago. 

I miss my family desperately; but Israel is 
where I belong right now. I know my life will 
have its ups and downs no matter where I live. 
The difference is that here in Israel, I feel every 
day that I am part of something greater than 
myself. 

Running away from my problems would not 
solve them. But everything that happens to me 
in Israel, for better or for worse, will continue 
to make me a stronger person and a better Jew. 

Dani Stieglitz, a native of Providence, 
made aliyah to Israel in 2007. He currently lives 
in Efrat, and works as the alumni relations coor
dinator and jimdraising associate at Darchi Noam 
Institutions in Jerusalem. Contact him at dstieg
litz@gmail.com. 
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Unfettered 
freedom in 

Segovia 
BY NANCY KIRSCH 

nkirsch@shalomri.org 

W PROMISED one another, 
"What happens in Segovia, stays 
m Segovia." 

We were not participating in a 12-step 
meeting but in an informative, inspirational 
and insightful nine-day memoir and travel
writing workshop. Without that shased com
mitment, we would have been far less likely to 
write revealingly honest pieces. 

Without breaching that promise, I can dis
close that some of us unpacked our deepest 
fears, long buried secrets and greatest aspi
rations in our writing. We "peeled back the 
layers of the onion" to reveal our stories, both 
public and private, during late-night conver
sations over full meals and glasses of Spanish 
wine or brandy and on walks thsoug_h ancient 
Segovian streets which met at the Plaza 
Mayor. During our early morning breakfasts 
of rich cafe con leche, chocolate croissants, 
creamy Brie and fresh fruit, we commiserated 
about aborted writing attempts and jet lag. 

Without revealing any confidences, I can 
state with complete frankness that the trip 
offered me a chance to unwind, disengage 
- from cell phones, texts, emails, the Inter
net and all the electronic devices that keep 
us connected 24/7 - and engage with other 
women who also wanted to write. And write 
we did - the trip allowed me to revisit the 
kind of writing I have put aside for quite some 
ti.me now. 

As I make my living by writing nonfiction, 
writing about other people, places and things, 
and delivering on deadline, wasn't it counter
intuitive to enroll voluntarily in a vacation 
centered on a writing workshop? For some 
perhaps, the answer might be "yes." But not 
for me; it gave me an opportunity to travel 
overseas again - something fve not done 
for far too long. It gave me an opportunity 
to vacation once again with people I didn't 
know (in fact, until we arrived in Madrid, I 
did not know that they would all be strang
ers to me even though Brown University 
was sponsoring the program); my long-ago 
Outward Bound white-water rafring trip 
with five strangers had been a sheer delight. 
F mally, it gave me permission - and time 
and freedom - to revisit the personal stories 
I want to write, unhampered by deadlines 
or word counts; stories that would be neither 
appropriate nor meaningful to -the readers of 
The Jewish Voice & Herald. 

With my deliberate decision to unplug 
myself, the trip afforded a long overdue 
opportunity for self-reflection, self-examina
tion and self-renewal. 

While I don't typically fret or obsess about 
"if only I had done X: I do wish I'd worn my 
"reporter's hat" - if only during our tours with 
knowledgeable, English-proficient guides in 
Segovia and Salamanca. Although I may not 
have retained every fact and figure about the 
histories of those cities, I know that I already 
miss the rhythm and pace of days spent in 
conversation-filled walks and meals punctu
ating our readings - which were sometimes 
poignant, sometimes profound, and always, 
always came from the heart. 

IT SEEMS To ME 

'The Merchant of Venice' makes us squirm 
The portrayal of Shylock 

is discomfiting, no matter 
who holds the part 

SHAKESPEARE IS BELIEVED 
to have written "The Merchant of 
Venice" in 1596 or 1597, and the 
play has continued to command 

large and enthusiastic audiences for more 
than 400 years. 

Within the past 12 months or so, Al 
Pacino, in two separate venues in New York 

City, gave an "exciting, 
savage-spirited" interpre
tation of Shylock; up in 
Boston, F. Murray Abra
ham played Shylock as a 
calculating businessman 
trying to maintain his 
balance in a hyper-com
petitive, coldly high-tech 
world. Both productions 

Rabbi Jim earned highly positive 
Rosenberg reviews. 

During the coming 
winter here in Rhode Island, Trinity Rep
ertory Company ,viii be offering yet another 
way for audiences to experience this compli
cated and often perplexing drama. 

For all its popularity, "The Merchant 
of Venice" is the one Shakespearean play 
that makes Jews squirm. The reason for 
our discomfort is obvious: the portrayal 
of Shylock. As 18th century English poet 
Alexander Pope is said to have quipped, 
"This is the Jew/That Shakespeare drew." 

The Jew that Shakespeare drew has been 
a source of trouble and pain for our com
munity ever since this character first set foot 
on stage; for no matter how much sympathy 
an actor might pour into the role, in the end 
Shylock is not a nice person. His demand 
for Antonio's "pound of flesh" is cited by 
anti-Semites to confirm what they take to 
be the cruelty of"Jewish justice," in contrast 
to the Christian Portia's "quality of mercy." 

1\dd to this the embarrassing {for us 

Jews} scene that caricatures Shylock as the 
quintessence of the Je,vish miser; after Jes
sica, his daughter, steals a large sum of his 
money and then elopes with the Christian 
Lorenzo, Shylock is reported as screaming 
in the street: "My daughter! 0 my ducats! 
0 my daughter!/Fled with a Christian! 0 
my Christian ducats!/Justice! The Law! My 
ducats and my daughter!" 

Over the centuries the stage has brought 
forth, broadly speaking, four versions of 
Shylock: comic villain; devil; tragic figure 
"more sinned against than sinning"; and 
some complex combination of the preced
ing three. 

As a Jew, the Shylock I find most hurt
ful and offensive is the one who in all prob
ability stood on the stage in Shakespeare's 
day: A red-headed, red-bearded, large
nosed comic villain who made the audience 
laugh - a petulant, loud-mouthed buffoon, 

"The Jew that 
Shakespeare drew 

has been a source of 
trouble and pain for our 
community ever since 
this character nrst set 

foot on stage." 

the butt of profound contempt harbored in 
the hearts of his generally well-mannered 
anti-Semitic Christian antagonists, a mis
anthropic party-pooper who finally gets his 
comeuppance big-time: The only way he can 
escape death is by becoming a Christian! 

Let us not forget that Shakespeare con
structed "The Merchant of Venice" as a 
comedy - that is to say, a play with a happy 
ending. Although at the very end, Antonio 
remains odd man out, this play does appear 
to end happily for the thsee loving couples, 
shallow and out-of-touch though they be: 

Portia and Bassanio, Nerissa and Gratiana, 
Jessica and Lorenzo. 

It is no accident that Shylock makes his 
last appearance in Act IV; he is not permit
ted to cast his dark shadow in Act V, when 
the three couples share their good fortune 
in Portia's idyllic home in Belmont, far from 
the moral complexities of city life in Venice. 

In the afrer-Auschwitz world that we 
inhabit, no responsible production of "The 
Merchant of Venice" would dare cast 
Shylock as an Elizabethan comic villain. 
Today's actors try to make him at least 
somewhat sympathetic. The key passage for 
such actors is Act Ill, Scene 1, lines 55-65: 

"I am a Jew. Hath not a Jew eyes? Hath 
not a Jew hands, organs, dimensions, senses, 
affections, passions? - fed with the same 
food, hurt with the same weapons, subject 
to the same diseases, healed by the same 
means, warmed and cooled by the same 
winter and summer as a Christian is? If you 
prick us, do we not bleed? If you tickle us, 
do we not laugh? If you poison us, do we 
not die? And if you wrong us, shall we not 
revenge> If we are like you in the rest, we 
will resemble you in that ... " 

I suspect that there are as many ways of 
speaking these lines as there are actors will
ing to take up the challenge. 

At the end of his essay, "The Merchant of 
Venice on Stage and Screen," Sylvan Barnet 
writes: "'The Jew that Shakespeare drew' is 
still the subject of scholarly dispute, but the 
theater today gives us, in various forms, the 
Jew - and the Christians - that we must see 
in the light of the history of the 20th cen
tury. That is, our view is quite properly con
ditioned at least as much by Nazi Germany 
as it is by Renaissance England." · 

o matter how hard today's actors work 
to create a Shylock who is credible in the 
aftermath of the murder of six million Jews, 
"The Merchant of Venice" remains - and, I 
believe, will always remain - the one play of 
Shakespeare's that makes us squirm. 

James B. Rosenberg is rabbi emeritus at 
Temple Habonim in Barrington. Contact him 
at rabbiemeritus@templehabonim.org. 

Letter Corrections 

Cool, calm and collected In the June 24 issue: 
The caption identifying Dorothy 

(Dottie) Licht in the story on page 3, 
" U.S. involvement in peace process is 
essential," should have identified her as 
Dotty Licht. 

IVERY MUCH appreciated the 
opportunity to hear Colette Avital's 
June 14 speech on the Israel-Palestine 

situation at the Jewish Alliance of Greater 
Rhode Island. Thanks to Marty Cooper, 

Mission of 

The Jewish Voice 

& Herald THE MISSION of The 
Jewish Voice & Herald is to 
communicate Jewish news, 

ideas and ideals by connecting and 
giving voice to the diverse views of the 
Jewish community in Rhode Island 
and Southeastern Massachusetts, 
while adhering to Jewish values 
and the professional standards of 
journalism. 

the Community Relations Council and 
whoever else worked to make that happen. 
I also heard Joyce Ajlouny, the director of 
Friends [Qyaker] School, Ramallah, dis
cuss her sense of the region when she spoke 
at the Providence Qyaker Meeting this 
winter. 

Both exuded a similar sense of under
standing, practical and even-handed analy
sis and cool-headedness. This is a welcome 
contrast to what I often see, which is speak
ers for one side or another of a cause jump
ing on every opportunity to get mad at 
someone and rile listeners up in anger. 

May cooler heads prevail. 

Steve Schwartz 
Providence 

• The story on page 14, "Torat Yisrael 
welcomes new Education Director, 
Donna Tarutz, • the reference to Martin 
Buber's philosophy should have read, "I 
and Thou,• not "I am thou.• 

In Kit Haspel's page 31 sidebar 
"Mikveh guide is the face of Mayyim 
Hayyim,· the sentence • ... and their 
feet touching the floor ... • should have 
read "and their feet from touching the 
floor ... " 
The Voice & Herald regrets the errors. 

SEND US YOUR LETTERS .... 
The Voice & Herald welcomes & Herald, 401 Elmgrove Ave., 
letters from our readers . Send ~ Providence, RI 02906. Please 
letters (no more than 2S0 include a daytime phone number. 
words, please) to nkirsch@ I Letters must be signed and may 
shalomri.org or The Voice be edited for content and length. 

wwwjvhri.org 
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FROM THE OLD OLIVETTI 

Proposed peace plan is off the mark 
Don't discount US. 

experiences in Afghanistan 
and Iraq 

I DON'T DOUBT the man's loyalty, 
bravery or honesty, but I do think 
Ephraim Sneh's op-ed piece "Bad 
Borders, Good Neighbors" in the 

July 12 edition of The New York Times 

Josh 
Stein 

is off the mark. Snch, 
a retired general in the 
Israel D efense Forces, was 
Israel's deputy minister of 
defense from 1999 to 2001 
and again from 2006 to 
2007. H is credentials are 
excellent; his proposal for 
peace between Israel and 
the Arabs is flawed. 

Sneh advocates a Rube 
Goldberg plan of return to 

the 1967 borders (with territorial conces
sions based on transfer of Israeli land to 
Palestine in exchange for land occupied by 
Jewish settlements on the W est Bank) and 
a disarmed Palestinian state, with Israeli 
soldiers patrolling the border with Jordan 
- which he argues disingenuously would 
not violate Palestinian sovereignty - and 
a three-way Israeli-Jordanian-Palestinian 
defense treaty. This, Sneh writes, "would 
bring about a dramatic, strategic change 

A visit to Paris yields an 
unexpected discovery 

HAVE YOU HEARD about 
the Grand Mosque in Paris? 
According to the story, while the 
Nazis and the Vichy government 

murdered 11,600 French Jewish children, 
1,700 were saved with help from the mosque's 

Ruth 
Horowitz 

rector. You can read about it 
on the Web and .in a picture 
book. Some accounts men
tion children being given 
Muslim aliases. Others 
say kids were hidden in 
underground tunnels. One 
version describes someone 
being smuggled down the 
Seine on a barge, inside an 
empty produce barrel. 

It's a great story. Too bad 
it's not entirely true. 

Ethan Katz, an historian ofFrenchJewish
Muslim relations, says that while some Jews 
clearly were rescued through the mosque, 
the number is probably exaggerated. And 
the rector also exposed some Jews who were 
trying to pass as Muslim. So while the story 
is basically accurate, it has been stretched and 
simplified - that is, turned into a myth. 

And one person's hero story can be another's 
cautionary tale about a blunder. At Pakistan 
Defense Forum, one of many Web sites that 
carry the story, a reader comments, "Stupid 
mistake. I wonder how many of those Jews 
we saved ended up as Israeli citizens living on 
some poor Palestinian's land?" 

Last month, my husband attended a con
ference in Paris, and I tagged along. When I 
realized our hotel would be near the mosque, 

in the Middle East. It would remove the 
obstacle preventing moderates in the region 
from uniting against militant Islamist 
extremists and lay the grou ndwork for a 
new strategic alliance in the region, includ
ing the Persian Gulf countries, which are 
natural business partners for Israel, Jordan 
and Palestine. As a result, Israel would be 
able to extend its hand to new democratic 
and secular governments in the Arab and 
Muslim world. And those committed to 
Israel's destruction would be confronted 
by a new alliance with enormous economic 
and military power." 

Right. And grateful members of H amas 
and Islamic Jihad will throw rose petals at 
the feet of Israeli troops who bring them 
this new era of democracy and prosperi ty! 
Has no one learned anything from Amer
ica's experiences in Iraq and Afghanistan~ 

Oh, and lest I forget, the word "Jeru
salem" appears nowhere in Sneh's piece. 
Given that he deems the 1967 borders the 
most viable, I suppose he intends to re
divide the city. He doesn't say so. I can't 
imagine why. 

He does write about Gaza, though - the 
worm in the apple of his argument - but 
he never does so satisfactorily. H e admits 
that Gaza has been the launching pad for 
thousands of rockets aimed at Israeli towns 
and villages since H amas wrested control 
in 2007. What he doesn't acknowledge is 

that Hamas could not have taken over the 
territory had Israel not withdrawn unilater
ally in 2005. 

I'd like to add to the Gaza discussion. 
H amas, which is now in control, is unlikely 
ever to surrender the power it won in 2007. 
Those who disagree, please raise your 
hands. (Seeing none, I'll continue.) So, 
with H amas-held Gaza to the West, and 
the heirs of Yasser Arafat to the East, just 
how secure can the borders be? How united 
wi ll this new Palestine be, separated as it is 
by Israel? H ow much resentment will Pal-

"Grateful members of 
Hamas wi11 throw rose 
petals at lsraeli troops." 

estinians feel, g iven disarmament and an 
inability to protect themselves? And those 
Israeli troops patrolling the border with 
Jordan? That's going to fly? 

And one more thing. Let's look at the 
land exchanges. Base the new borders on 
1967 lines, Sneh argues , but with modifica
tions to accommodate Jewish settlements. 
Fine! But the 196 7 borders were agreed 
upon with Jordan and Egypt, not with a 
people not then calling themselves "Pales-

The Myth of the Grand Mosque 
I decided to go there. Which version of the 
story would they tell? And how would they 
spin it? I pictured a commemorative plaque, 
and imagined meeting the imam. Maybe I'd 
talk to someone who remembered those days. 

The first morning of my husband's meet
ings, I set out on my own, meandering 
through the Latin Qyarter in the general 

"1 was wordlessly 
magnifying and 

sanctifying the privilege 
of being alive." 

direction of the mosque. I admired a 17th
century church. I took pictures of passage
ways, store windows, flowers, graffiti. 

The arch _of the windows was unmistakable. 
A doorway opened to a courtyard cafe, where 
some women chatted and snacked. They wore 
Western clothes, their heads bare. Continu
ing along the outside of the building, I caught 
sight of the minaret. One sign announced the 
daily prayer schedule. Another explained that 
the mosque was built in 1922 to honor North 
Africans who'd helped France during World 
War I. There was no mention of the conflict 
that followed. 

A woman in a turban and a flowing dress, 
her skin the color of French coffee, accepted 
my three Euros admission. Two men quietly 
mopped the gleaming marble floor of the 
broad courtyard inside. Kaleidoscopic mosa
ics and stone window screens pierced with 
patterns as intricate as fine lace lined the col
onnade. School children sprawled comfort
ably among the fountains and steps of the 
garden, drawing pictures. 

The effect was at once dazzling and austere, 
expansive and enclosing, a welcoming sanc
tuary from the workday world of the street, a 
physical embodiment of prayer. 

The woman in the turban was conducting 
a tour. "Regardez /es colonnes," she said, point
ing to the columns. But the rest was lost on 

tinians." 
Were it up to me, I'd return the terri

tories to the quasi-stable governments in 
Cairo and Amman before I would hand 
them over to H amas. But that's not going 
to happen. I know, I know. That the pro
posed new borders zigzagging in and out 
of the West Bank region would be impos
sible to defend, Sneh does not mention; but 
the sound of snip-snappi ng, as Arabs cut 
off the Jews of the West Bank and Jews cut 
off the Arabs from what used to be part of 
Israel, will most certainly be heard in the 
land. 

And there's another question I don't 
think anyone has asked, so let me be the 
first. D o Arabs living in Israel really 
want to leave a stable and prosperous land 
(where, granted, they live as a minority) in 
order to revel for a while (and it will only 
be for a short while until reality raises its 
ugly head) in the nationalism of an impov
erished Palestine? H as a secret ballot been 
held on this question? Or are advocates 
of the old borders with territorial conces
sions by both sides simply assuming that 
the Arabs of Israel would prefer being the 
Palestinians of Palestine? Just asking ... 

Joshua Stein is professor of history at R oger 
Williams University. Contact him at )stein@ 
rwu.edu. 

me. Even ifl could have followed her accent, 
I lacked the vocabulary. 

When I set out that morning, I hadn't 
expected to discover that my historian friend's 
skepticism was unfounded. At best, I'd hoped 
to find evidence that at least some Muslims 
in Paris considered the myth of 1,700 saved 
Jews cause for pride. What I came away with 
were impressions I hadn't even thought to 
expect: the uplifting sound of the schoolyard 
and the awe-inspiring beauty of the mosque. 

I also came away with a new understand
ing of Kaddish. The central liturgy of Jewish 
mourning doesn't rail against death. It praises 
life. Standing in those spots where terrible 
things happened, where some were sent to 
their deaths, and others saved from extermi
nation, my overriding experience was of life 
renewed. Listening to those children and 
experiencing that sacred architecture, I was 
wordlessly magnifying and sanctifying the 
privilege of being alive. 

Horowitz is a former journalist with Seven 
Days, a Vermont newspaper, where a version 
of this essay originally appeared. She now 
works as a freelance writer and biogs at www. 
ruthhorowitz.wordpress.com. Contact her at 
ruth.horowitz@gmail.com. 

The unmistakable clamor of children at 
play echoed through the streets. The wall that 
hid the schoolyard was affixed with a plaque. 
"In memory of the children, students of this 
school, who were deported between 1942 
and 1944 because they were Jewish, innocent 
victims of Nazi barbarism with the active 
complicity of the Vichy government. They 
were exterminated in the death camps. Never 
forget them. January 11, 2003." 

Our editorial policy 
The sign didn't mention anyone being 

saved, let alone through the mosque. But 
according to my map, I was almost there. 
Wasn't it likely that some of the rescued chil
dren also attended this neighborhood school? 

A staircase descended a wall of flowers. 
Workers in white coats stood outside a hos
pital, smoking. I stepped into the Jardin des 
Plantes, taking a moment to enjoy the smells 
of growing things. Across the street, I found 
the mosque. 

w. WANT OUR opinion pages to 
epresent our readers' vibrant diver
ty of ideas and opinions. Thus, 

our editorial policy is as follows: The Voice & 
Herald may publish thoughtful and informa
tive contributors' columns (op-eds) and letters 
to the editor on issues ofinterest to our Jewish 
community. At our discretion, we may edit 
pieces for publication or refuse publication. 

Letters and columns, whether from our 
regular contributors or from guest columnists, 
represent t.'-1e views of the authors; they do 

wwwjvhri.org 

not represent the views of The Jewish Voice 
& Herald or the Jewish Alliance of Greater 
Rhode Island. 

Send letters (250 words, at most) and op-eds 
(700 words or shorter) to Nancy Kirsch at 
nkirsch@shalomri.org (Subject Line: OPIN
IONS) or Nancy Kirsch, The Voice &Herald, 
401 Elrngrove Ave., Providence, RI 02906. 
Please include your name, city of residence 
and (not for publication) a contact phone 
number or email. 
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Jew' originated 
as an ethnic, 

not religious, term 
BY JUDITH R OMNEY WEGNER 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

IWAS MYSTIFIED by 
Ruby Plushner's letter in the 
June 10 issue of The Jewish 
Voice & Herald ("Judaism 

is a religion, not a nationality"). 
While that statement is 100 per
cent accurate, he was mistaken 
in his insistence that the (related 
but distinct) term "Jew" connotes 
religion rather than national
ity or ethnicity. Historically, the 
reverse is the case. "Jewishness" 
and "Judaism" are two completely 
distinct concepts, as scholars of 
Jewish history have shown and 
as anyone who reads the Hebrew 
Bible carefully will easily discover. 

Most Americans (Jews and 
gentiles alike) seem unaware 
that the word "Jew" is merely 
the English rendering of Latin 
judaeus or Greek ioudaios - terms 
used in classical translations of 
the Hebrew Bible transliterate 
the biblical Hebrew word yehudi. 
The fact that yehudi means liter
ally "Judean" was unfortunately 
obscured by the dropping of the 
letter "d" in the English word 
Jew and in the French word juif 

A READER'S RESPONSE 

'Judaism' vs. 'Jewishness' 
The "d" was however retained 
in most languages, including 
German/ude, Yiddish Yid, Dutch 
food, Italian giudeo and Span
ish judio. Alternatively one may 
wonder if Jew andjuifcould have 
been derived (like Russian yevrei) 
from the word ivri, meaning "an 
ethnic Hebrew" - as in Avram ha
ivri, "Abram the Hebrew" (Gen. 
14:13). 

Many Jews seem unaware that 
in the Hebrew Bible itself, the 
term yehudi denotes purely and 
simply "a Judean" - an inhabitant 
of the Kingdom of Judah or, fol
lowing the Babylonian conquest 
of that kingdom in 586 BCE, a 
descendant of Judeans. In other 
words, the biblical term yehudi 
never connotes the religion, but 
always refers to what today we 
would call "nationality" or "eth
nicity." Judeans were traditionally 
believed to be descended from 
Judah, the fourth son of Jacob. 

Some readers may be surprised 
to learn that most biblical books 
do not even contain the word 
yehudi, "Jew." Certainly the term 
never appears in the Torah, which 
records the legendary history of 
b'nei Yisra 'el, the Children oflsrael 
(also knows as Israelites) before 
1200 BCE (which, as we learn 
from an Egyptian hieroglyphic 
source ~nown as the Mernepta 
stele, is more or less when they 

first showed up as a group of 
related tribes living in the land 
of Canaan). Only in "late" bibli
cal books like the last chapters of 
Jeremiah and the Books of Ezra, 
Nehemiah, Daniel and Esther 
(all written, according to modern 
scholarship, during or after the 
Babylonian captivity) do we find 
the term yehudi - which gained 

"Many add to 
the confusion 
by fai1ing to 
distinguish 

'lsrae1ite' from 
'Jew."' 

wider currency only when sur
rounding nations needed a "label" 
for the Judean deportees to Baby
lon and their descendants. 

So it is clear that the name 
"Jew" originated as an ethnic 
term, not a religious one. And in 
actual historical fact it has always 
remained largely an ethnic term 
in the minds of Jews and gentiles 
alike. Hitler's "Final Solution" 
aimed to exterminate all Euro
pean Jews based purely on their 
ethnicity (a single Jewish grand
parent sufficed), whether or not 

the individual actually practiced 
"Judaism." Even today, "Jewish
American" remains as much an 
ethnic term as "Italian-Ameri
can," "Irish-American," "Polish
American," "African-American" 
or "Native-American." 

The religious connotation 
of the word "Jew" arose only 
because the religion now called 
"Judaism" (Hebrew, yahadut, a 
talmudic term found nowhere 
in the Bible) was automatically 
attached to the ethnicity - as is 
typical of ancient religions. Most 
citizens of ancient Greek city
states were simply born into the 
local religion and were expected 
to worship the local city gods 
regardless of what the individual 
might actually believe. Indeed, 
the modern popular notion that 
religion is primarily a matter of 
"faith" or "bel ief" did not exist 
before the proselytizing religions 
of Christianity and Islam were 
founded; and in contemporary 
America this notion rests largely 
on the constitutional separation 
of church and state. 

Furthermore, the majority of 
biblical authors had never heard of 
yehudim - not even as the name of 
a people. We know this because 
most of them never use that term 
in any context whatsoever. They 
speak either of b'nei Yisra 'el or of 
just plai'l Yisra'el - both terms 

A READER'S PERSPECTIVE 

OPINION 

meaning simply "Israelites" (i.e., 
members of the Twelve Tribes, 
which included the northern 
tribes of Israel plus the tribe that 
populated the southern kingdom 
of Judah and would acquire the 
name "Judeans" only after 586 
BCE). 

Unfortunately, many religious 
school teachers add to the con
fusion by fai ling to distinguish 
between "Israelite" and "Jew." For 
instance, they routinely refer to 
Abraham the Hebrew as "the first 
Jew" - a historical anachronism! 
(Come to find out, Abraham is 
not even properly describable as 
the first "Israelite," since that term 
comes from the alternate name of 
Abraham's grandson Jacob - but 
that's another story.) 

Bottom line: The term "Juda
ism" refers only to the religion 
and should never be confused 
with the term "Jewishness," which 
connotes Judean ethnicity (a fact 
underscored by the practice of 
renaming converts to Judaism as 
"So-and-So, the son/daughter of 
Abraham and Sarah").Jewishness 
and Judaism were always histori
cally distinct, and remain so to 
this day. 

Judith R omney Wegner, a retired 
professor of Judaic studies, lives in 
Providence. Contact her at jrw@ 
brown.edu. 

Israel advocacy requires facts, not rhetoric 
Teen shares his 

perspectives of A/PAC 
conference 

BY DYLAN ABRAMS 

Special to The Voice & Herald '~How DO You 
explain a govern-
ment that refuses 
to let thousands of 

Palestinian refugees return to their 
homes?" "How can you, Dylan, 
support a country that endorses an 
apartheid and segregation?" 

Every advocate for Israel encoun
ters these questions; as a strong 
supporter oflsrael, I often struggle 
with how to best answer them. 

These questions and my love of 
Israel led me to attend the Ameri
can Israel Public Affairs Committee 
(AJPAC) 2011 Policy Conference 
in Washington, D.C. in May. 

Walking into the convention 
center filled with more than 10,000 
people, I could only think, "Wow." 
Amazed and excited, I also felt safe, 
as I was surrounded by so many 
who share an undying passion for 
Israel. I remembered; we are all in 
this together and Israel is some
thing special that we should forever 
cherish. 

The conference's first speaker was 

President Barack Obama. Though I 
was amazed to hear him, he could 
not compare with the keynote 
speaker, Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu, who addressed the 
1,500 students with a simple mes
sage of thanks. The most impor
tant support of Israel lies with high 
school and college students, he said, 
as he called for more attention to 
college campus advocacy. 

Later that night, as I walked to 
our hotel, I witnessed an amazing 
site: Protestors upon protestors were 
across the street from the conven
tion center, each with an anti-Israel 
message. My eyes immediately went 
to the Neturei Karta, the ultra
Orthodox sect of Jews that refuses 
to accept Israel's statehood and right 
to exist. 1hen I saw pro-Palestinian 
advocates - a little boy, middle-aged 
women and elderly men dressed in 
the colors of the Palestinian flag. I 
saw that they possessed the same 
intensity that I did, only on the 
other side of the debate. I listened to 
their soapbox speeches until I could 
no longer bear to hear their misin
formed statements. 

But it was at this moment- when 
I was feeling so enraged - that I 
remembered what one of the earlier 
AJPAC sessions had taught: There 
are three types of people - those 
who are pro-Israel, those who are 

anti-Israel and those who have no 
opinion in the matter. 

Those against Israel are not worth 
our time and efforts; we will never 
change their ways. As Zionists, we 
should be concerned with those who 
have yet to be informed by either side. 
I learned a lot about the people 
who hate Israel, but I also learned 
a lot about the people who love it. I 
attended one session, "Understand
ing Christian Support of Israel," 
that included a minister and three 
other evangelical Christians. 

In Israel, they had experienced 
an "awakening to the oppression 
that their brothers and sisters had 
endured for centuries." Specifically 
referring to the Spanish Inquisition 
and the Holocaust, they discussed 
th,;ir obligation to the Jewish state. 

The session addressed why they 
supported Israel. Although their 
opinions do not represent the views 
of all Christians, they believe in 
supporting people who have been 
long oppressed. As Zionists, we 
should accept any support, regard
less of motives! We should openly 
embrace anybody, Jewish or not, 
who supports Israel. 

The AIPAC policy conference 
answered two questions: "Why 
should I care?" and "What can I 
do?" 

The first is an interesting ques-

www jvhri.org 

tion with an obvious answer. After 
the atrocities our Jewish ancestors 
have experienced, it shouldn't take 
long to realize that we need our own 
state. It doesn't take a political sci
entist to realize that supporting the 
only true democracy in the Middle 
East is crucial to America. 

The reasons to support Israel are 
endless; what is harder to clarify is 
how to help Israel. I struggled with 
this question. 

"There are three 
types of peop1e 
- those who are 
pro-lsrae1, those 

who are anti-lsrae1 
and those who 

have no opinion 
in the matter." 

Recently elected to the New Eng
land Regional United Synagogue 
Youth Executive Board as the Israel 
Affairs Vice President, I am over
joyed to be able to spread my love of 
Israel. But at the conference, I was 
still concerned as to how exactly we 
could support Israel. 

In Washington, D.C., I learned 
that Israel advocacy must begin 
with education. Knowing the facts, 
not rhetoric, is essential to fight
ing for Israel's sake. And the facts 
speak for themselves; Hamas' char
ter specifically calls for the destruc
tion of the Jewish state and the 
denial oflsrael's right to exist. Non
Jewish Palestinians in Israel have 
a higher standard of living than 
anywhere else in the Middle East. 
Being educated about Israel is the 
first step. The conference educated 
me so that I might help support 
Israel and spread my knowledge. 

My time at AJPAC, another 
chapter in my Zionist life, was an 
amazing opportunity. 

If you have an interest in attend
ing next year's conference, contact an 
AIPAC representative, Cantor R ick 
Perlman {of Temple Am David}, me 
or visitwww.aipac.org.for more infor
mation. 

This is an edited version of the 
sermon Dylan Abrams gave at Temple 
Am David on Saturday, June 25. 

Dylan Abrams, a Cranston High 
School West senior, also attends the 
Harry Elkin Midrasha Community 
High School. Contact him at 
dabrams322@gmail.com. 
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Jewish bedtime stories and songs 
Pf Library is 
a gift to the 

Jewish community 

Bv NICOLE K ,1TZMAN 

nkatzman@shalomri.org 

PROVIDENCE - The PJ ("PJ" 
as in pajamas) Library, a program 
of the Jewish Alliance of Greater 
Rhode Island, begins its fifth year 
with some excellent news: With 
an enrollment of 92 children, it no 
longer has a waiting list. Thanks 
to funding from the H arold 
Grinspoon Foundation and local 
individuals, it has the capacity to 
enroll 250 more children. 

Conceived as a giving library, 
The PJ Library sends each enrolled 
child, 6 months to 6 years old, a 
monthly gift of a Jewish book or 
CD, absolutely free. PJ Library 
encourages families to contrib
ute to the program so that it will 
continue to thrive in the greater 
Rhode Island Jewish community 
for years to come. 

Reading stories and listening to 
music are among the most pow
erful and nurturing early child
hood learning experiences. The PJ 
Library provides enrolled families 
with a treasury of Jewish books 
and music, as well as educational 
resources to enhance their PJ 
Library experience. 

In the past four years, The PJ 
Library, a program of the Harold 
Grinspoon Foundation in W est 
Springfield, M ass., has distrib-

New technology 
connects old friends 
PROVIDENCE - Michele Keir 
of Jewish Eldercare of Rhode 
Island GERI), a program of 
Jewish Seniors Agency GSA), 
visits Jewish residents in nursing 
homes every month. Losing con
tact with old friends is often a sad 
reality, as people who reach their 
centennial birthday may have 
outlived many others. Aware of 
such isolation, Keir is delighted 
that two of her new 100+-year
old friends have reconnected 
thanks to new technology. 

Keir wanted to bring the two 
together, but they live in differ
ent nursing homes. Telephones 
and mail didn't meet their needs, 
as they wanted to see each other 
again. To solve the problem, she 
turned to technology-the iPad 2. 

Each woman was digitally 
recorded on an 8" x 10" screen; 
Keir then shared each woman's 
message of friendship with the 
other. The love between these 
"old" friends was apparent in their 
faces. 

The JERI program provides visits 
to Jewish senitm in hospitals, nurs
ing homes and in their own homes. 
Contact Susan Adler at 621-5374 or 
sadler--jeri@jsari.org. 

JERI is a partner agency o/ the 
Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode 
Island. 

/ Nicole Katzman 

BROOKE BERANBAUM, STEVEN KATZMAN, LINDSEY KATZMAN, ISABELLE BERANBAUM 
and ZOEY JOERING enjoy PJ Library books. 

uted more than 2 million books who wants to enroll, visit www. pjlibrary.org or contact Nicole 
throughout more than 135 -----------------~ Katzman, Shalom Family 

communities in the United 111 director, at 331-0956, ext. 
States, Canada and Israel. , ,_ 0 L; bf" 'l t"v"' 180 or nkatzman@sha-

If you know · someone "l ~ q ..._,/ lomri.org. 
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Itt concert With Nature 
Blackstone Parks Consetvancy 

FREE SUMMER CONCERTS 

6:00 to 7:30 p .m. 

July 27 - Latin Jazz 

August 10 Mike Miller's Band 

August 24 Mike Miller's Band 

The Trolley Shelter on Blackstone Boulevard 
Corner of Elmgrove Avenue 

Funded by Butler Ilospital, tbe Miriam Tl ospital 

and H ome and Hospice Care of Rbode Island 

B I ac kstoncpu rksconscrva ncy.org 

wwwjvhri.org 

Shift_ The Way You Move 

201 1 NISSAN ALTIMA 2.5S 
• AUio • Push Buuon Stan 

• 6Air8ags • 32MPG 

$0 down 
$229 MO 

S1k/ ttN172 Mode~IJltt 

2011 NISSAN ROGUE AW□ 
• All Wheel Drive • Full Power 

• Aulo • 26 MPG 

0 DOWN 
$275 month 

S!k/ ltN172Mode~t3ttt 

BARRY 
NISSAN• VOLVO 

AWOMOTIVE GROLP 

L,all 888-258 on27 

2011 VOLVO C70 CONVERTIBLE 
• Climate Pkg. • Haid Top Conv. 

• Blind Spot Info Sysiem 

$2000 Cash or Trade 
Only $399 MONTH 

Stk/ IIV005 

,I • \ • 

~ ' ~ -~ ~ 

2012 VOLVO S60 TS 
• Climate Pkg. • leathei 

• 17" Alloy Wheels • 30 MPG 

$2000 Down 
$299 MONTH 

Stk/t1V0l7 

Volvo for life 
www.barrynewportnissan.com 
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Michael Fine is state's 
'top doc' 

Family physician 
leads the R.l 
Department 

of Health 
BY NANCY KIRSCII 

nkirsch@shalomri.01g 

PROVIDENCE Michael 

COMMUNITY 

Fine, M.D., is the new director 
of the Rhode Island Department 
of Health. He had served as the 
organization's interim director, the 
director of health services at the 
Department of Corrections and 
myriad other positions, including 
assignments as physician-in-chief 
in the department of family and 
community medicine at both The 
Miriam and Rhode Island hos
pitals. Governor Lincoln Chafee 
nominated Fine on June 22; the 
Rhode Island Senate confirmed the 
nomination on June 29. 

DR. MICHAEL FINE 

kosher. The civil rights movement, 
Jewish [values) and socially pro-

JCDS and Boys & Girls Club of Pawtucket make music 

"First we need a 
hea1th care system, 
then an information 

system." 

IN MID-JUNE, FIFTH GRADERS from the Jewish Community Day School of Rhode Island and 
children of the same age at the Boys & Girls Club of Pawtucket (Club) engage in a cultural and 

musical exchange. Together, at the Club, the groups recorded their version of the song, "We Are 
the World," and made CDs for family members and friends. Ben Hughes, who teaches music at 

both organizations, conducts in the Club's recording studio. 

A Scituate resident, Fine has long 
been an advocate of community
based primary care, with a focus 
on disenfranchised communities. 
Now, as the state's "top doc," he has 
a highly visible bully pulpit. 

In a recent phone interview, Fine 
explained that his long-established 
commitment to treating the sick 
and the poor comes from funda
mental Jewish values. "How we 
treat the underserved is who we 
are," he said. 

A child of the 1960s, he grew 
up in a Conservative household 
where "we kept 'cockamamie' 

gressive [behaviors) were all mixed 
together." 

Fine, 57, and a native of New 
Jersey, envisions Rhode Island resi
dents reaeiving population-based 
primary 1care, with one such center 
for every 10,000 people. Open from 
early morning to early evening and 
on weekends, Fine's primary care 
centers would include mental health 
treatment, visiting nusses, physi
cians and other resources. Just as 

local schools were designed to meet 
local children's educational needs, 
these centers would address local 
residents' medical needs. 

"Rhode Island is a great quilt of 
places; it's not coherent to have all 
sorts of [resources] in East Green
wich and Barrington and nothing 
in Silver Lake," he said. When such 
centers can take care of everyone 
who is sick, "two things happen. 
Each person has equal access to 
health care; inappropriate use of the 
emergency room goes down and 
inappropriate hospitalizations go 
away." The result? We shrink our 

SYNAGOGUE SHOPPING? 
Check the labell -+- -+- -+-

ECO-FRIENDLY 

TEMPLE 

;i:D;;-✓ 
Nourishing the 

Mind, Spirit and Familv. 
And it's so much tunl!! 

OPEN HOUSE 
SUNDAY 

AUGUST 21, 2011 
11AM-1PM 

Spiritual Facts 
Serving a warm, welcoming, genuine 
community where Judaism is personal, 
engaging and meaningful and the 
community Is committed to social justice. 

Amount Per Serving 

Calories O but so fulfilling! 

% Daily Value* 

*Religious school K through 6 100% 

Shalom Friends™ Birth-5yrs 100% 

Bar/Bat Mitzvah Training 100% 

Adult Education 100% 

.social Events for all ages 100% 

Kosher Meal Site for Seniors 100% 

Daily Minyan 100% 
Weekly, Shabbat, .. Holidays 

Respect 100% • Family Friendly 100% 

Support 100% Acceptance 1 00% 

•A Religious School where your child will 
learn and enjoy the beauty of being Jewish 
In the house they will become a Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah or perhaps even stand under the 
Chuppah someday. 

.. Membership Includes High Holiday tickets 
for ALL IMMEDIATE FAMILY MEMBERS 
Including undergraduate college students. 

TEMPLE AM DAVID 40 Gardiner Street, Warwick, RI 
401.463.7944 • WWW.TEMPLEAMDAVID.ORG 

wwwjvhri.org 

health care system, he explained, 
freeing up precious dollars to spend 
on roads, housing and education ... 

We've been distracted by the 
health insurance debate; the real 
solution involves building a health 
care delivery system, he said. 
"Everyone needs primary care . . . 
and we already have the money for 
this." 

Asked apout the role of electronic 
medical records (EMR) - which 
some seem to view as the "savior" 
of our nation's fractured health care 
system - Fine called EMR "the tail 
wagging the dog. First we need a 
health care system, then an infor
mation system." 

Israel, Fine said, has a better
articulated system than does the 
U.S. and one that offers the same 
set of services to everyone. "I can 
go into the office of someone run
ning a hospital system in Afula and 
see [the outcomes) of each health 
center, the average hemoglobins, 
this doctor versus that doctor. .. " 

The D epartment of H ealth 's 

scope is expansive, to say the least. 
Responsible for licensing and mon
itoring our state's health care facili
ties and providers, restaurants and 
food service providers, cosmetology 
and beauty salons, it oversees and 
manages cradle to grave iss~es -
from newborn screenings to death 
investigations and so much more. If 
you've eaten in a restaurant, deliv
ered a baby, gone to a doctor's or 
dentist's appointment, had a mani
cuse or haircut in Rhode Island, 
then the D epartment of H ealth has 
touched your life. 

Preventing the spread of diseases 
is one of the department's top prior
ities. "W e have to do them [ agency 
responsibilities) really well and 
with integrity and transparency." 
With only three other physicians 
on staff, Fine hopes to bring others 
on board. He expressed great pride 
in and commitment to the agency's 
"400 incredibly skilled health pro
fessionals" who are dedicated and 
able. 

JULY 20-
AUGUST 13 
The big fat Broadway 
sensation! Winner of 
eight Tony· Awards 
including Best Musical! 

PllESENTS 

T!!~AlJ!E 
PRODUCED BY OCEAN ITIIE THEATRE COMPANY, INC., A NOT-fOR-PROflf SOI ldlll ORGANIZATION 

~ I-OR l'IC,Ki-:rs CAI I . (401) 782-TKTS (8;;87) on 

~ v1s1T FS AT www.theatrebythesea.com 



COMMUNITY 
New locale for 

West Bay Senior Cafe 
Daily lunch site 

moves from Torat 
Yisrael to Am David 

BY T, LEH LEI\ IS 
Special to The Voice & Herald 

WARWICK - On Friday, July 8, 
the West Bay Senior Cafe, which 
offers kosher meals and entertain
ment every weekday, had its grand 
celebration to commemorate its 
new location. Formerly housed -
for some 30 years- at Temple Torat 
Yisrael in Cranston, the Senior 
Cafe is now at Temple Am D avid, 
at 40 Gardiner St., in W arwick. A 
move was necessary, as Torat Yis
rael has broken ground on a new 
location in East Greenwich and 
has listed for sale its Park Avenue 
building. 

To celebrate the grand opening, 
participants danced to the music 

of Stanley Freed man Q,artet and 
participated in a traditional Shab
bat meal. 

"It is like a mini-bat mitzvah 
party," one senior said. 

Other special summer events 
scheduled for this summer include 
a classical violin recital, dance ther
apy and an end-of-summer party 
at Goddard State Park. Bingo is 
offered on M ondays, Tuesdays and 
Thursdays. 

Events begin at 11:15 a.m. and 
meals are served at noon. The 
presentation is free and there is a 
suggested donation of S3 for the 
meal. The West Bay Senior Cafe, 
like the twice-weekly Cafe at the 
Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode 
Island, provides kosher meals for 
all seniors older than 60 and indi
viduals of any age with a disability. 
Volunteers and staff members with 
Jewish Family Service of Rhode 
Island serve the meals. 
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/ Rick Kelley 
SENIORS ENJOY A grand opening celebration on Friday, July 8 at Temple Am David. 

Tyler l ewis is the droelopmenl 
professional at Jewish Family Service. 
Contact her al 331-1244. 

To RSVP far presentations and 
meal!, or for more information about 
the Senior Cafi, call 732-0047 or fax 

732-0552. Jewish Family Service 
is a partner agency of the Jewish 
Alliance of Greater Rhode Island. 

How do you celebrate Jewish holidays? Stephen F. Schiff, M.D., F.A.C.S. 

W:TH ROSH H asha
nah and Yorn Kippur 
approaching all too 

quickly (at least for editors of 
Jewish newspapers, who must 
think ahead for future issues!), 
we'd like to hear from you. 

What traditions, artifacts, ritu
als or recipes did you "inherit" 
from your parents, grandparents or 
other relatives that you incorporate 
into Shabbat, the High Holy Days 
or other Jewish holidays? Are there 
Kiddush cups, table linens, candle
sticks, baking or cooking utensils 
or rituals that you remember from 
childhood which you have blended 

into your family's celebrations? 
Do you and your family adhere 

to traditional ways or have you 
adapted them to create new tra
ditions? What memories do you 
recall when you use those inher
ited or passed down Kiddush cups, 
table linens or candlesticks for 
Shabbat or other Jewish holidays? 
H ow do you envision passing on 
these traditions and artifacts to 
your children or grandchildren? 

Please share your stories and 
photos with other readers of The 
Jewish Voice & Herald. 

Send stories and photos, if pos-

Solid K9 Training 
Real World at Home Dog Training for Life 

With Award-Winning, Nationally Known 
Dog Trainer Jeff Gellman ~JH :,-- r_,. 

~.; 

If you or anyone you know has been circumcised, you'll love jeff's show! 

= Jeff Gellman 
401.527.6354 Jeff@SolidK9Training.com 
Webinars Every Wednesday Nig.ht from 9-10 pm 

See ~-~ws and Events link on_\ine at 

www.:::,o; :dK9Tra1mng.com 

Listen to Jeff's weekly radio show 

What Would Jeff Do? 
Saturdays 8-11 am • 888-345-0790 

Live call in dog training radio Streaming live on 790business.com 

sible, to nkirsch@shalomri.org or 
Nancy Kirsch, The Jewish Voice 
& Herald, 401 Elmgrove Ave., 
Providence, RI 02906, subject line: 
HOLIDAYS, or ca/1421-4111, ext. 
168. Please include a daytime phone 
number where we can contact you 
with questions. If you want mailed 
materials returned, please include a 
self-addressed, stamped envelope. 

www .shalomri.org 

wwwjvhri.org 

MOHEL 
CERTIFIED by Jewish Theological Seminary 

and the Rabbinical Assembly 

CERTIFIED by the American Board of Urology 

401-247-2948 

Over 40 and single? 

Mix & Ming le 
Join other .40+ Jewish 

singles for an evening of 
conversation & cocktails . 

Wednesday, August 3 @ 6:30PM 
Potenza Ristorante I 286 Atwells Ave 

Dinner I Wine Fl ight 
$30 per person 

RSVP & Payment to Wendy by 7.26 
[c heck or credit card accepted] 

wjoering@shalomri.org 
401.421.4111 ext 169 
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ay 
July25 
Touro's Annual Golf 
Tournament 

More than $1,000 in prizes for 
Touro and non-Touro teams. 

Cranston Country Club, 69 
Burlingame Rd., Cranston 

8:30 a.m. - Shotgun start; 
1 p.m. - Buffet 

$90 per player, $50 per 
Cranston Country Club player 

More info: Touro Fraternal 
Association, P.O. Box 3562, 
Cranston, RI 02910 

JERI Satellite Office Hours 
Topic: "Aging in Judaism." 
JERI Director Susan Adler and 
Assistant Director Ethan Adler 
will be available to counsel 
seniors and their familie s. 
Ethan will also be available for 
pastoral counseling. 

Sakonnet Bay Manor, 1215 
Main Road, Tiverton 

Wednesday Thursday 
10:30 - 11 :30 a.m. 

July27 July28 
More info: Susan Adler at 621 -
5374 or sadler-jeri@jsari.org 

Tuesday 
July26 
Giggles in the Garden 

A series of programs 
sponsored by the Jewish 
Community Day School of 
Rhode Island (JCDS) for 
children, age 2-4, and includes 
stories, songs, sna cks and 
playground time. A responsible 
adult must accompany 
children; sibl ings are welcome. 

JCDS, 85 Taft Ave., Providence 

10 a.m. 
More info: 751 -2470 

Accentuate the Positive 
Benefit luncheon for the 
Holocaust Education and 
Resource Center, featuring 
style guru Dale Sudakoff. 

Ledgemont Country Club, 131 
Brown Ave., Seekonk, Mass. 

11 :30 a.m. 

$50 

More info: 453-7860 

Senior Cafe at the Jewish 
Alliance 

Topic: "Jewish Life and Living 
with Ethan Adler." 

Jewish All iance of Greater RI , 
401 Elmgrove Ave., Providence 

Noon - Lunch; 12:45 p.m. -
Program 

$3 lunch donation for 60+ and 
under 60 disabled 

More info: Neal Drobnis at 
861 -8800, ext. 107 

This site offers meals every 
Wednesday and Friday. 

AMERJCAN FRIENDS OF 
MAGEN DAV ID A DO M 

NEW ENG LAND 

Learn how, why Magen David Adorn saves · 
lives of Anyone, Anytime, Anywhere in Israel 
with guest speakers 

Kelly Ann Smith 
Head of Press & Political Affairs 
Consulate General of Israel to New England 

Gary Perl 
Northeast Regional Director, AFMDA 

2 Linden Drive (at Cole Ave), Providence 
Tuesday, August 16th at 7:30 PM 

To reserve a seat, contact: 
Burton Klein, AFMDA - New England Rep. 
617-916- 1827 • burtonklein@gmail.com 

Open dessert Reception 

JERI Satellite Office Hours 
Topic: "Schmeer and 
Schmooze." 

See July 25 JERI entry for 
more information. 
Congregation B'nai Israel, 224 
Prospect St., Woonsocket 

9:30 - 11 a.m. 

More info: Susan Adler at 621-
5374 or sadler-jeri@jsari.org 

Aleflist: Happenings for Hip 
Jews 

"Ask the Editor" with Nancy 
Kirsch, executive editor of The 
Jewish Voice & Herald 

India Restaurant, 1060 Hope 
St., Providence 

7- 9 p.m. 

More info: Wendy Joe ring at 
wjoering@shalomri .org or 421-
4111, ext. 169 

CALENDAR 

Senior Cafe at Temple Am 
David 

Temple Am David, 40 Gardiner 
St., Warwick 

11 :15 a.m. - Program; Noon -
Lunch 

$3 lunch donation for 60+ and 
under 60 disabled 

More info: Ela ine or Steve at 
732-0047 

This site offers meals every 
weekday. 

Temple Habonim Outdoor 
Erev Shabbat Service 

Bring your own picnic dinner 
and a dessert to share. 

Colt State Park, Bristol 

6:15 p.m. 

More info: 245-6536 

Tuesday 
August2 
Giggles in the Garden 

See July 26 JCOS entry for 
more information. 

Wednesday 
August3 
Over 40 and Singles Event 

Enjoy dinner and wine flight. 

Potenz'a Ristorante, 286 
Atwells Ave ., Providence 

6:30 p.m. 

More info: Wendy Joering at 
wjoering@shalomri.org or 421 -
4111, ext. 169 

Friday 
Augusts 
Kabba lat Shabbat in Narra
gansett 

Guest cantor is Jennifer 
Kanarek. 

Congregation Beth David of 
Narragansett, 102 Kingston 
Road, Narragansett · 

8 p.m. 

More info: Rev. Ethan Adler at 
eadler3@cox.net or 486-0110 

Sunday 
August7 
Temple Torat Visrael Blood 
Drive 

Observe the mitzvah of Pikuah 
Nefesh, saving a life. 

Temple Torat Yisrael , 330 Park 
Ave., Cranston 

8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

More info: 785-1800 

Calendar 
Submissions 

Please note: Our next issue of The Voice & Herald will be pub
lished on August 5. Please send calendar items for that issue by 
July 25. Calendar items for the August 19 issue are due August 8. 

Send all calendar items to nkirsch@shalomri.org with the 
subject line of"CALENDAR." 

Savit, Gaines 
visit Israel and 
Moscow on 
mission 
JEFFREY SAVIT, far left, 
president and chief 
executive officer of the 
Jewish Alliance of Greater 
Rhode Island, and Sharon 
Gaines, far right, vice 
chair of financial resource 
development and chair 
of the 2011 Annual 
Community Campaign for 
the Alliance, visit Marx, an 
elderly Jewish resident in 
Moscow. Individuals from 
Chattanooga, Tenn. and 
Rockland County, N.Y. were 
also part of the 10-day 
mission in July to Moscow 

No charge, no solicitations, but seating limited .._ _ _....__. ___ -"-------------,--..,....,---' and Israel. 

wwwjvhri.org 
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COMMUNITY 
41-year career 

comes to a close 
Dr. Irving Schneider 

retires from 
Johnson & Wales 

VOICE & H ERALD STAFF 

voiceherald@shalomr~ org 

PROVIDENCE -After 41 years, 
the Providence campus of John
son & Wales O&W) is without a 
familiar presence: Irving Schneider, 
Ph.D. 

Schneider, who retired on June 
30, was a memberof the J&W com
munity for 41 years, most recently as 
president of its Providence campus. 
(Early on, he was away for one 
year, when he had been required 
to matriculate on a full-time basis 
for his doctoral degree at the Uni
versity of Connecticut.) Other than 
a stint in the U.S. Army and some 
part-time business ventures, J&W 
has been Schneider's sole employer. 
Before holding senior administra
tive positions, Schneider served as 
the dean and faculty member of the 
College of Business. 

Schneider, 67, sat for an interview 
on Tuesday, June 28. His office was 
nearly empty; the walls bore faint 
marks where pictures once hung. 

When Schneider arrived in 1970, 
the school owned three buildings. 
Today, it has large swaths of prop
erty in downtown Providence, and 
its Harborside Campus for Col
lege of Culinary Arts students. 
That campus contains The Fried
man Center - named for David 
Friedman, now of blessed memory 
- 52 teaching labs and classrooms, 
18 academic classrooms, multiple 
kitchens, three bake shops and the 
new $40 million Cuisineart Center 
for Culinary Excellence. 

Asked about career highlights, 
Schneider referenced several initia-

tives he collaborated on, including 
a structure for curriculum devel
opment and creating performance 
transcripts for students - reflecting 
students' skills rather than grades 
and courses. 

Schneider, who sits on several 
boards, including Junior Achieve
ment and Beacon Charter School 
boards, leads by example with 
community service. Last year, the 
school's campuses collectively con
tributed more than 100,000 hours 
of community service. 

He had "quite a lot of discipline" 
growing up in an Orthodox home 
in Fall River, Mass; his father, of 
blessed memory, served as the Adas 
Israel cantor for 50 years. 

Schneider, who can daven and 
read Hebrew, was the school's 
"go-to guy." If students were look
ing for kosher food, they'd come to 
me. I'd send notices to faculty about 
holidays and how to handle situa
tions with students who observed 
more than the High Holy Days." 

Two weeks after he completed his 
Army service, he joined Johnson & 
Wales and never left. 

"You'll probably never make it 
in college," Schneider remembers 
his high school counselor telling 
him. His experience as a lackluster 
student led Schneider to write his 
doctoral dissertation on the subject 
of student retention. "Many late 
bloomers [graduat~,from]J&W and 
are very successful. 

He closes his career with no 
regrets, satisfied that his contribu
tions helped make the school more 
rigorous and improved student 
retention. 

Of his departure, he quipped, 
'1t's better to leave and have people 
ask why than it is to stay and have 
people ask when?" 

Families living in Rhode Island and 
southern New England are invited co 

participate in an anonymous community 
survey at the Rhode Island Hospital Family 

Research Program. Compensation is provided 
for rime, which will be up ro I hour. Parking 
is included in compensation. 

Call (401) 444-3937 for information. 

\ YOUR GREAT KIDS! A 1WITH ALAN SHAWN FEINSTEIN 

{
11, elping to better the lives of others is the 

greatest of all achievements" 
0 A.M. & 12 Noon· Sun. 10 A.M. & 6 P.M. 

PBS 36.1 /Cable 8 
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A New England native returns home 
A new educational 

director at 
Temple Sinai 

BY VOICE & H ERALD STAFF 

voiceherald@shalomri.org 

CRANSTON-Temple Sinai offi
cially welcomed Toby M. Koritsky, 
a Reform Jewish Educator (RJE), 
as its new educational director on 
July 1. Koritsky succeeds Leonore 
Sones, longtime clirector of educa
tion at Sinai, who recently retired; 
see "Temple Sinai honors Educa
tional Director Leonore Sones" 
in the June 10 issue ofTheJewish 
Voice & Herald. 

Although Koritsky most 
recently worked in Minnesota, 
she describes living in Rhode 
Island as "a bit like coming home." 
A native of Newton, Mass., she is 
glad to be closer to both her family 
- in Newton, Mass. and Virginia -
and her beloved Red Sox. 

After years working in the field 
of deaf education, Koritsky found 
herself ready for a career change. 

Her volunteer engagement with 
a synagogue in Portland, Maine 
and the experiences she had at 
a weeklong retreat for Reform 
Jewish adults did the trick: She 
segued from deaf education to 
Jewish education. 

After earning two additional 
master's degrees - one in Jewish 
communal service with a concen
tration in education from Brandeis, 
and one in Jewish studies from 
Hebrew College - she worked as 

the director of education for three 
other Reform synagogues. Most 
recently, she was the director of the 
B'Yachad Program at a Conserva
tive synagogue in Minnetonka, 
Minn. 

Asked about her career high
lights, Koritsky has found great 

meaning in returning to school 
and developing a second career 
in Jewish education. "It's been a 
way for me to give back ... to the 
people who taught me," she said 
in a phone interview on Thursday, 
July 13. 

What changes might she imple
ment at Sinai's religious school, 
with its current enrollment of 
approximately 120 students? 

Koritsky wants to revamp the 
seventh grade curriculum; after 
the bar or bat mitzvah experience, 

The PJ Library 

it's hard to hold students' inter
est, she said. 'We want to focus 
on programming that will keep 
[them] engaged." Of the work in 
process, Koritsky had no specifics 
to share ... yet, other than to say 
that Temple Sinai wants to make 
the interactive curriculum connect 
students' learning with doing. 

She is eager to retain one of the 
school's strengths that she attri
butes to Sones - that of the strong 
connections between the educa
tional director and the teachers. It's 
important, she said, to keep that 
connection of teamwork among 
teachers. · 

Expressing enthusiasm that 
she is joining the Temple Sinai 
team, Rabbi Peter Stein said, 
"She has wonderful experience 
and perspective, and promises to 

be a creative and engaging leader 
of our educational programs. She 
will help us go from strength to . 
strength, building on the wonder
ful legacy established by Leonore 
[Sones]. She will help us offer 
engaging and meaningful pro
~rai!1s for our children and fami
lies. 

Koritsky's commitment to and 
passion for education is clear, evi
denced by the paraphrased quote 
from Proverbs 22:6 which she finds 
compelling: "Teach a child in the 
way the child should go; he or she 
will not depart from it even in old 
age." 

Koritsky believes that we must 
give children the tools they need 
to practice and lead a Jewish life, as 
children and through adulthood. 

a program of the Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode Island 

now offering OPEN ENROLLMENT!!! 
Conceived as a giving library, each ch ild, six months to six years old, enrolled in 
the PJ Library will receive a monthly gift of a Jewish book or CD absolutely free. 

Reading stories and listening t o music are among the most pow erful and 
nurturing early ch ildhood learning experiences. The PJ Library will provide 
your fam ily with a treasury of Jewish books and music. Books are shipped 
directly t o your child every month and include educational resources to 
enhance your PJ Library experience. 

To enroll your child in the PJ Library, or to make a donation, contact : 
Nicole Katzman, Shalom Family Director at 401.421.4111 x180 
or nkat zman@shalomri.org. To enro ll on line, visit www. pjlibrary.org 

Jewish Alliance 
OF GREATER RHODE I SLAND 

Together, we are stronger. 

www.shalomri.org 

wwwJvhri.org 
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KLITZNER family welcomes third son into the fold 

From Page 1 

[Children's], telling her. Children's 
is a nonprofit agency- with several 
locations around the state - whose 
mission, in part, is to promote the 
wellbeing and healthy develop
ment of Rhode Island's most vul
nerable children. 

yet predictably alters their rou
tine by fostering babies in need. 
Having a baby in the house is 
nothing new for them. In the past 
several years, Jill, a stay-at-home 
mom and Dean, a business owner, 
have fostered five babies, including 
Adam. They brought Adam, then 
18 days old, home from Women & 
Infants H ospital on Sept. 4, 2009. 

/Jill Klitzner 

Told that the baby would go to a 
shelter if they couldn't fos ter him, 
D ean said, "Oh, Jill, cancel the 
[hotel] reservations. I couldn't do 
that ... not on our watch." 

"I love taking babies in . I play 
with them, feed them, put them 
to bed," said Max, 12. "It's excit
ing when they come in and it's sad 
wh~n they leave." 

ADOPTION DAY: THE KLITZNERS - Jill, Dean (holding Adam), 
Max and Jack - with Family Court Judge Laureen D'Ambra 

Now nearly 2, Baby Adam 
is Adam Klitzner, happily 
ensconced in a family that thrives 
on routine and predictability, 

Jack, 9, said, "Adam is the cool
est kid to play with." In speaking 
about the other babies they've 

fostered, he called each one a 
"new chapter of a book. They 
[Children's] always tell us when 

The Alef List: Happenings for Hip Jews 
presents 

THE SALON SERIES 
Join with other Jewish professionals in their 20s and early 30s 
for great discussions, schmoozing, a drink and a nosh ... 

"Ask the Editor" with Nancy Kirsch, 
Editor of The Jewish Voice & Herald 
Take part in a conversation about 
newspapers and your generation 
Thursday, Ju ly 28 
7:00 pm - 9:00 pm 
India Restaurant 
1060 Hope Street, Providence 
Free apps/cash bar 

Kindly RSVP to Wendy at wjoering@shalomri.org by 7 /25/11 

***** '*****o******~*** 
Jewish Alliance 
Of GREATER RHODE ISLAND 

The Alef List is a program of 
Together, we are stronger. 

wwwjvhri.org 

a new baby is coming so we get 
prepared, but we don't know if it's 
a boy or a girl." 

THE COUPLE BECOMES A •'AM ILY 

Despite their differences, Dean 
and Jill seem preternaturally com
patible. Dean, dark-haired and 
Jewish, lives in the neighborhood 
of his childhood home. He pre
fers predictability and stability to 
surprise. Jill, blonde and Catho
lic, grew up in Ann Arbor, Mich., 
but has lived all over the country, 
worked in law enforcement, and is 
always ready for adventure. 

Fairly adamant about rais
ing thei r children as Jews, D ean 
said, "Jill took the lead on that." 
Jill found Shalom Friends (a pro
gram run by Sharon Sock) a great 
experience for Max and Jack, 
when they were younger. She 
plans to introduce Adam soon to 
the Shalom Friends program. 

8ABY ADAM IS A SURPRISE 

When Jill went to Women & 
Infants to take the infant home, 
she said, "Oh, baby, you're not 
Caucasian." His mother, a Cau
casian woman named Sarah, then 
24, had identified an older Cau
casian man as the father. In fact, 
Adam's father was an African
Amer_ican man who had fathered 
15 children (including Adam) 
by nine different women. When 
he learned in March 2010 that 
he was the biological father, he 
initially wanted one of his other 
chi ldren to either foster or adopt 

"His birth mother's 
drug abuse was 
concerning but 
Adam's ability 
to 1isten and 

communicate is 
great." 

Adam. The adoption process for 
the Klitzners began in August 
2010 and concluded on April 21, 
2011 . 

Although Adam is develop
mentally delayed and mostly 
nonverbal, Jill calls him "the best 
communicator" with his facial 
expressions and physical gestures. 
As he toddled around the living 
room, looking at books, sitting 
on this reporter's lap and gener
ally being 100 percent adorable, 
Jill and Dean shared more of the 
story. 

His birth mother's drug abuse 
was concerning, said Dean, but 
Adam's eye contact, ability to 
listen and communicate is great. 
"God may have blessed this child 
- Adam Chase was his birth 
name; Chase is my nephew's 
first name and Adam is my older 
brother's middle name." 

"Adam tugs at your heartstrings 
instantly and you fall in love with 
him," said Jill. 

It's not all "sunshine and roses," 
said Jill, who, with Dean, works 
to keep the boys on predictable 
schedules. On July 24, when big 
brothers Max and Jack go to Camp 
JORI - for their very first time 
- the house will be a great deal 
quieter for Adam and his parents. 
As a parent who "hates summer" 
and appreciates structure, Jill rel
ishes time with Adam and doting 
family members. 

Both sets of grandparents and 
one great-grandmother all live 
nearby. They "worship the ground 
he walks on," she said. 

WHY FOSTER AT ALL? 

With two kids of their own, why 
would they foster other children? 
Children don't ask to be born, 
said Jill , "they need our help. Any 
good family should consider it 
[being a foster family]. We grow 
as a fami ly after each child." 

Dean calls Children's an "orga
nization that is on your side. It 
can help you through whatever is 
going on." Unfortunately, there's a 
negative connotation to fostering, 
said D ean, one that really needs 
to change. It's an important role 
to play in someone's life. 

D ean should know. When he 
was a chi ld, his family welcomed 
foster siblings, as Max and Jack 
do today. "For 10 years, we had 
babies in ou r house - then it was 
abused [cigarette burns, broken 
bones] kids, now it's drug- or 

ADAM , Page 13 

J 
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ADAM seamlessly welcomed into family unit 
PAGE 13 

From Page 12 

alcohol-addicted chi ldren. I can 
remember the names of all the 
kids in our house." 

Three shelters in Rhode Island 
close on July 1, said Jill, and with 
more than 3,000 children in foster 
care, there's a desperate need for 
foster parents for children like 
Adam. 

The couple is determined to 
enlist others to follow their lead as 
foster parents. They are, Dean said, 
a bridge, offering foster babies 
an environment of love, consis
tent schedules, healthy food and 
plenty of affection. They're good 
with infants, the couple agrees, 
and they especially appreciate get
ting them on schedules and seeing 
them grow and develop. 

"Our love for them is as strong 
as our feelings for [Max and Jack]. 
It's devastating when they leave," 
he said. And each family member 
experiences the loss and mourning 
in a different way. 

Despite the inevitable grief 
that accompanies the babies' 
departures, they contend that 
their joy in witnessing the babies' 
progress outweighs their feelings 
of devastation. The support they 
receive from Children's, including 
occupational and speech therapists 
for Adam and visits from Brackley 
for Jill and Dean, is invaluable. 

A DIFFERENCE THAT 

DOESN'T DIVIDE . 

There's another huge difference 
between the two of them, yet each 
seemed, in their mid-May inter
view with The Jewish Voice & 
Herald, to be remarkably respect
ful of the other's 180-degree dif
ferent opinion. That difference 
is one that might make or break 
another marriage. 

Dean envisioned being foster -
and not permanent - parents. We 
wouldn't, he said, "rent to own." 

In contrast, Jill is prepared to 
foster and then adopt Adam's 
biological sister, who is due to 
be born this August. When 
she first met Adam, intend-

ing only to foster him, she 
said, "He's my forever baby." 
While the difference between the 
two seemed worthy of advice from 
King Solomon, their conversation 
about "rent to own" or "rent to 
rent" was matter-of-fact, calm and 
compassionate. 

The jury is still out on 
whether this family of five 
will "rent" or "rent to own" 
Adam's yet unborn baby sister. 
After maintaining a pen pal rela
tionship with Sarah while she was 
incarcerated, Dean now has no 
desire to be in contact with her. 
Dean said , "I won't allow this 
family to enable Sarah," he said. 
"She got back on crack and got 
pregnant, there's no remorse, no 
empathy." 

Since that interview, Dean has 
written once to Sarah; in contrast, 
Jill and Sarah text one another 
when they can. 

RACISM IN TUE CO~UIUNITY? 

"Adam is sure to be the "only 
black Jew in Lincoln," said Jill. 
"When I'm out [with him), people 
say, 'He must look like his father.'" 
Her tart response, "I have no 
idea what his father looks like," 
may leave questioners even more 
befuddled. 

Growing up as one of three 
Jewish children in the Lincoln 
schools, Dean experienced some 
anti-Semitism. "I have no doubt 
that snide remarks will come. It's 
never been an issue for~s. He's 
been as loved just as much as our 
other sons." 

When their other sons, Max 
and Jack, return from JORI on 
Aug. 17, the entire family will 
have an additional reason to 
celebrate. Adam Klitzner turns 2 
that day. 

J ill and Dean Klitzner are eager 
to speak to any groups and commu
nity organizations about their fos
tering experience. Contact them at 
dklitzner@aol.com. 

For more information, visit Chil
dren's Friend & Service at www. 
cfiri.org or call 276-4300. 

Rooks on lhe Reach 
nl l~r Ahlw,H, I},.,~ Club. 5 Pu,9olu," li.,.J. X=1m..!. lll 
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A BUNDLE OF BABIES - The Klitzners have welcomed these babies into their home: Left to right from 
the top: Maddie, Amelia, Jah'Zir, at bottom left is Adam (officially now a Klitzner) 
and at bottom right is Faith. 

Don't miss this opportunity of a lifetime! 

wwwJvhri.org 

Pacesetters' Mission to Israel 

November 1-10, 2011 

Highlights include: 
-hi h level briefings from Israeli leaders 

g -meet with Israeli entre~reneurs 
-explore cultural sites . 

-wine, dine and interact with 
the people of Israel 

For more information please contact 
Jeffrey Savit, CEO & President 

Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode Island 
at 401 .421.4111 ext. 158 

This mission is in support of ou: 
2012 Annual Community Campaign 

Find us on 
Facebook 
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Her cookies are the 
perfect summer treat 

Editor's Note: Food and family 
memories are inextricably inter
twined. If you have favorite recipes 
from relatives, drop us a line and let 
us know about the recipes and the sto
ries behind them. We'd love to reprint 
them in upcoming issues. Email 
Nancy Kirsch at nkirsch@shalomri. 
org, subject line: FOOD, or write 
Nancy Kirsch, The Jewish Voice & 
H erald, 401 Elmgrove Ave., Provi
dence, RI 02906. Please include a 
daytime phone number where we can 
contact you. 

BY SARAI-I SI-IOLES 

·special to The Voice & Herald 

GROWINGUP, I spent 
as much time as pos
sible with my Gram, 
and one summer we 

were particularly inseparable. I 
would dial her number and beam 
with pride (8-year-olds then didn't 
tend to have many phone con
tacts), and invite myself over for 
the afternoon. My mom escorted 
me in her sleek minivan that I lov
ingly called the "silver bullet" and 
picked me up when it was dinner
time or, more likely, time to give 
Gram a break. 

One particularly hot day, Gram 
and I were in her backyard tending 
to her garden. Gram's green thumb 
was known throughout her neigh-

"I like feeding 
the village." 

"I love coming to work every 
day. It gives me an incredible 

opportunity to 
do the two 

things I love 
best : be 
creative 
and eat. 

I remember 
the first night 

I opened over 34 years ago. I 
looked into the full dining 

room. It gave me a genuine 
thrill that I still feel today. 

I'm very proud of this 
wonderfully consistent 

product we've created. It's 
nice to see returning 

customers all the time. I like 
feeding the village." 

- Deborah Norman 
Restaurateur 

Rue De L'Espoir 
American Bistro Cooking 

99 Hope Street Providence, RI 
401-751-8890 

open daily breakfast, lunch, dinner 
www.therue.com 

Remembering Gram 
borhood. The garden had always 
been her domain and my small self 
admired her ability to grow huge 
plants from the smallest seedlings. 
She would let me help her unwind 
the garden hose and set up the 
sprinkler. It was the kind of sprin
kler that bends left and then right 
like a giant rake piercing the air 
with its liquid fingers. The water 
would shoot up and curve down in 
an arc that mesmerized me. 

"Even though we 
won't have any 
more sprink1er 
days, Gram's 

cookies carry the 
memories." 

I loved cranking up the faucet 
to shoot the water higher into the 
air and then turning it down to 
see how low it could go without 
completely turning off. On that 
hot day, I decided it would be in 
my best interest to run through 
the sprinkler while it watered the 
lawn, but I wouldn't go in alone. 
Somehow, I will never know how, 
but I charmed, begged or conned 
Gram to run through the sprinkler 
with me. 

sprinkler and screamed. It was an 
"I can't believe I let you do this to 
me, but I also love that you made 
me do this" scream and I laughed 
in delight. 

We were having so much fun 
that we never heard my mom 
pull up to the house and ring the 
doorbell. I barely noticed my mom 
come around the house to find us 
in the backyard, and I was nervous 
when I saw the mortified expres
sion on her face at the sight of my 
clothes. Gram toweled me off and 
we went inside to put together 
a suitable outfit for me to wear 
home, consisting of an old pair of 
gigantic shorts, a belt and a size 
large t-shirt that was significantly 
older than me. The car ride home 
was incredibly uncomfortable in 
my bulky clothes, but I smiled the 
whole way. 

While I soak up the hot days of 
another summer, the best way to 
keep the memory of our day in the 
sprinkler is with cookies. Such a 
memory tastes better with a recipe 
- and Gram's chocolate chip oat
meal cookies pair well. 

I learned to bake my first cookie 
in Gram's kitchen when I was 
barely 3. 'Gram's Cookies' became 
a staple for our family. A recipe 

SARAH SHOLES 

ioned Rolled Oats, which calls 
them "Vanishing Oatmeal Raisin 
Cookies,"' Gram's version tasted 
nothing like the original. 

The first step to Gram's good 
cookies is swapping the raisins 
for chocolate chips. While mea
suring is important, adding a 
little of this and a little of that 
is expected. Hand mixing is the 
most authentic method, but elec
tric mixers are acceptable. Most 
important, these cookies need to 

Gram didn't own a bathing suit, 
so we had to come up with a suit
able outfit for her before we could 
go in. She dug through her dresser 
drawers and came up with a pair 
of white clam diggers, a pair of 
pants that others called capris. The 
new words and my first sight of 
her ankles both fascinated me. An 
old t-shirt completed her uniform. 
She pulled towels from her per
fectly organized linen closet and 
put them on the back steps on our 
way to the yard. Having fun was 
no excuse for making a mess in her 
house upon reentry. GRAM'S COOKIES /Sarah Sholes 

I ran into the sprinkler soaking 
my denim shorts and nice shirt. 
She stepped into the spray of the 

discreetly borrowed from the lid 
of the 01,aker Oats Old Fash-

If you're not eating 
CASERTNs you're 
not eating pizza! 

51·11 OFF .~t'~ 
....... 

A Rhode Island Tradition for over 50 years 
Parking available 

TAKE OUT 272-3618 or 621-3618 or 621-9190 
JV 

wwwjvhri.org 

bake thoroughly until they are 
evenly golden for a good crunch. 
Gram's cookies are never chewy. 
They may contain nuts, but can 
be left out to appease grandchil-

• Deli sandwiches on bagels or wraps 
• Wortd class coffees brewed daily or available 
in a variety of whole beans 

, Pastries baked daily 
, Soups, salads, Italian cookies 
• Open daily at 6.Jm • 

FOOD 

dren. Warning: Cookies are highly 
addictive and it is impossible to eat 
just one. In hot weather, the choc
olate chips may melt, so Gram's 
cookies are best eaten quickly. 

In the first hot days of this July 
I had to say goodbye to Gram. We 
had our last summer together and 
even though we won't have any 
more sprinkler days, Gram's cook
ies carry the memories. 

Gram's cookies 
Ingredients 

stick plus 6 tablespoons 
unsalted butter, softened 

3/4 cup firmly packed brown 
sugar 

1/2 cup granulated sugar 
2 eggs 
1 teaspoon vanilla 
1-and-1/2 cups all-purposp flour 
1 teaspoon baking soda 
1 teaspoon cinnamon 
1/2 teaspoon salt 
3 cups 01,aker Oats Old Fash

ioned Rolled Oats, uncooked 
1 cup semi-sweet chocolate 

chips 
1 cup chopped walnuts, optional 

Method 

Heat oven to 350 degrees. 
Beat together butter and sugars 

until creamy. 
Add eggs and vanilla, beat well. 
Add combined flour, baking 

soda, cinnamon and salt, mix well. 
Roll walnut-size pieces of dough 

and place onto ungreased cookie 
sheet. 

Flatten dough slightly with 
palm of hand. 

Bake 15 minutes or until golden 
brown. 

Cool 1 minute on cookie sheet, 
remove to wi re rack. 

Makes about 4 dozen cookies. 

This recipe was adapted by Hanna 
Jozefowicz, my Gram. 

Sarah Sholes bakes and writes for 
her blog Can You Cookie, where she 
shares recipes, ideas and thoughts 
about cookies. She is currently pursu
ing a master's degree in gastronomy at 
Boston University. For more cookie 
recipes, visit her blog http://canyou
cookie.blogspot.com or become a fan 
on Facebook. 

r------------
FREE120Z.CUP 

OF COFFEE 
WITH $1.00 PURCHASE 

&COUPON 
EXPIRES 8-30-11 
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/ Sanford Gorodetsky 

IN SERVICE MEMBER LIEUTENANT COMMANDER ADAM GOLDBERG, left, and veterans Herman Wallock, Leonard Mandell , Harvey Green, Howard Kestenberg, Alan 
Hopfenberg, David Penn, Ira Fleisher, Michael Penn and Sanford Gorodet sky, department commander of the Department of Rhode Island of Jewish War Veterans 

Jewish officer and veterans participate in Bristol parade 

MEMBERS OF Jewish W ar Veterans of the 
the Department United States participate in the 
of Rhode Island of 226th annual Independence 

Day Parade in Bristol on July 4. 
The oldest parade in the 

nation and viewed by tens 

may be few and far between, but fun and 
festivities are not! 

he Jewish Voice & Herald would like pictures of 
your reunions, BBQs, vacations (with or without The 

Jewish Voice & Herald), graduation parties, bar or bat mitzvah 
celebrations or any other occasions for celebration. 
Everyone who sends in pictures will be entered into a random 
drawing to receive four passes to the Block Island ferry. 
We want to feature our readers' celebrations in our August 
5 issue, so please send photos (high resolution) and a brief 
description of the event to: nkirsch@shalomri.org by July 
30. If by mail, send them to Nancy Kirsch, The Jewish Voice 
& Herald, 401 Elmgrove Avenue, Providence, RI 02906. If you 
would like photos returned, please enclose a 

self-addressed, stamped 
envelope. 

of thousands of onlookers, 
it includes includes fl oats 
and marching bands from 

Vacation 

!'>END ALL INOlllRlt<; ANO PHOTOS TO: 

nl< i rsch'• <; h:ilcmri .orq 

wwwjvhri.org 

Connecticut, Massachusetts, 
Minnesota, New York and 
Texas. 

• 
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BRIDGING the gap between Israel and greater Rhode Island 

From Page 1 

long. Do the math and you realize 
how work-intensive their "vacation" 
is! 

And the rest, as they say, is his
tory; one that is filled with multi
generational and interconnected 
relationships lasting for decades 
and which make the 5,600 miles or 
so between our two communities 
seem negligible. 

"Every time I come here, I feel 
like I'm at home," said Simcha, a 
high school principal in Israel. "We 
[are never] alone in the streets of 
Providence, we always see a student 
we have taught. The people of the 
community don't know each other 
as well as we [know them)," she 
said, laughing. 

Although Varda Lev, of 

Minister Benjamin Netanhayu "is 
the right person to do it." 

A two-state solution is what the 
couple wants, though Shimon said, 
'We are not sure that they [Arab 
leaders) really want it. And if they 
want it, we are not sure they can 
handle it." No one else, not even 
President Obama, can solve our 
problems, he said, "only us." 

As residents of Gan er, a com
munity settlement that is five miles 
from Jenin, 10 miles from Jordan, 
40 miles from Syria and 40 miles 
from Lebanon, they live far from 
the "bubble" ofTel Aviv. 

WHY VISIT ] SR,\ EL? 

Even before 1998 - the year 
that Simcha first came with her 
co-teacher for the ulpan, Rachel 
Ziv (who was unable to come this 
year, so Simcha brought Shimon) -
the couple was laying groundwork 
for future connections between 
the Jewish communities of greater 
Rhode Island and the Afula
Gilboa region of Israel. Shimon, 
now an educational and organi
zational counselor for organiza
tions throughout Israel, and Uzi 
lnbar created the young emissaries 
program (bringing young Israe
lis to U.S. communities for a year 
of community service) when they 
realized that Israeli and American 
Jews have a shared problem. "In 
Israel, we get up every morning as 
Jews, but don't have Jewish lives. 
Something needs to give Israeli 
youth more Jewish education and 
identity," he said. And in the U.S., 
"many people are afraid that their 
children are not [ engaged in being) 
Jewish." Shimon and others real
ized that they had resources to give 
- teens could delay their military 
service for one year and come to the 
United States as volunteers. 

Providence, was "born speak
ing H ebrew," she continues to 
attend the ulpan's advanced class 
each summer. Grateful for what 
she learns each year, Lev found 
Simcha and Rachel "so hospitable" 
when she visited them in Israel. 

SHIMON and SIMCHA PE 'E R in Providence 

When Shimon visited the U.S. 
several years ago, he was shocked to 
see Israel portrayed as the "only bad 
guy" by American media. "We've 
made many mistakes in 60 years, 
but not only mistakes and not only 
us," he said. 

Simcha was directing Partner
ship 2000 for Afula- Gilboa when 
Minna Ellison, then executive 
director of the Bureau of Jewish 
Education of Rhode Island (BJE), 
arrived in Israel in 1998 with a 
request: She wanted to establish 
an ulpan program here in Rhode 
island. 

Ruth Page, known as Duffy -
who worked for 25 years at the BJE, 
mostly as director of its Israel Desk 
- hosts the ulpan teachers during 
their working vacation; Larry 
Katz, the Alliance's director of 
educational programs, coordinates 
dinner and weekend invitations and 
plans for the couple, and organizes 
the classes. 

Calling Page the spirit and soul 
of the program, Shimon laugh
ingly explained that she's like their 
mother, preparing sandwiches for 
their lunches and driving them to 
and from the classes they teach. 

During their time here, they see 
teachers arid religious school direc
tors for Shabbat meals or other 
occasions, many of whom they 

hosted in Israel. In 1999, when 
Simcha and BJE staff realized that 
Jewish students here had outdated 
conceptions and misperceptions of 
life in Israel, Katz and Page led a 
three-week trip to Israel for some 
20 individuals -teachers, directors 
and administrators from area reli
gious schools. 

DIFFERENCES BETWEEN 

(SRA.EL AND THE U.S. 
Affectionate and comfortable 

with one another, the long-married 
couple shared their perceptions 
about how life in Israel compares 
with life here. Although both 
speak English, Simcha often trans
lated questions from English into 
H ebrew for her husband. 

In Israel, "every morning you get 
up as a Jew, you don't have to go to 

' Mutual Engineering · 
Service Co. 

A DIVISION Of THE PETRll GROUP 

Want Comtonil The Feeling is "Mutual!" 
• Heating • Air Conditioning • Heat Pumps • Roof Top Systems • 

Keeping vou comfortable since 1934! 

~ISA 

We Provide Complete Gas Heating and Heat Pump 
Service and Installation - Residential • Commercial 

A FULL IN-HOUSE DESIGN, 
INSTALLATION & SERVICE COMPANY 

Call David Epstein at 401-351-3900 
wwwJvhri.org 

synagogue to feel like a Jew," said 
Shimon. 

Conversations among Israelis 
focus more on people's lives and 
their children's military experi
ences. 

"H ere, we hear discussions 
every day about the weather," said 
Shimon, "and in Israel, no one talks 
about it. W e know it's very hot in 
the summer." 

They expressed an apprecia
tion of life in America, calling it 
"a bubble" where people talk about 
vacation plans and yes, the weather1 

They both enjoy living in the 
"bubble" while they are here, as the 
"bubble" in Israel exists only in Tel 
Aviv. Israelis call Tel Aviv the "State 
of the U.S.," as it is so much like 
New York City and so far removed 
from the problems associated with 
border towns. 

Is PEACE POSSIBLE? 

Asked whether peace is pos
sible, the couple grew somber and 
thoughtful. Desirous of peace, 
Simcha wondered whether Prime 

Going to Israel is more than 
merely touring and visiting holy 
si tes, it's learni ng the people and 
the relationships and the culture, 
Simcha said. 

"We are the living bridge," 
Simcha said. "The Partnership 
2000 idea is to have the connection 
between communities [in Afula
Gilboa and Rhode Island). To be 
here as volunteers and host people 
in our house in Israel, this is the 
living bridge." 

Page, who has been to Israel 
perhaps 20 times by her estima
tion, said, "The Israelis we've met 
through Partnership 2000 have 
become [our) family and that's 
what connects [us) to Israel." Talk
ing with Israelis, she said, "makes a 
faraway country - which can be so 
abstract - very tactile, very real and 
accessible." 

For more information about the 
ulpan, contact Larry Katz at 421-
4111 or email lkatz@shalomri.org. 

Ou<C«/ttc Pvta;10 
• Short-term Rehabi·~~ion Care 

• Skilled Nursing Care 

Sinn, 1892 Bethany Home of RI has bet·n <ledicatt·d to prm-i<ling 
a caring and supportiYf' en,·ironnu·nt for patients O\"l' rc01ning an 
illness. injury or surgcrY. At B,·thanY Home, You \\ill be able to 
combine the-' a,hant;ge; of rehabilit~tion or l,;ng term care with 
a lc,·el of s.-nice bas~d on Your needs. For mor';, information 
, ·isit our wchsi~e at: 

BcthanyHo mcofRl. o rg or rail 401-8 31 - 2870 

111 South Angell Stn•ct • Providc1Kc, RI 02906 
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REMEMBER THE p AST 

First Jews arrived in 
N ewport in the 

mid-17th century 

Bv GEHALDINE S. Fosrnn 
Special to 1he Voice & H erald 

Editor's Note: {sic} is an indica
tion that the passage appears exactly 
as in the original source and that any 
apparent errors are reproduced exactly 
from the original source. 

THE HISTORY OF the 
Jews of Rhode Island 
begins in Colonial 
Newport, but not with 

the community that built Touro 
Synagogue. 

It begins in 1658, when a sail
ing vessel laden with goods from 
Barbados arrived in Newport 
H arbor. Also aboard that ship 
were two passengers, Mordecai 
Campanell and Moses Pacheco, 
who had come to see ifJews might 
find welcome here and a place to 
do busi ness. They were not disap
pointed, and so began the first of 
three waves of Jewish immigration 
to Colon ial Newport. 

Fifteen individuals and families 

from Barbados formed the first 
Jewish community. They left little 
documentary evidence of their Li fe. 
W e do know that in 1677, Mor
decay [sic] Campanell and Moses 
Pachaekoe [sic], "Jews and their 
Nation, Society, and Friends" 
purchased a plot of land from 
Nathaniel Dickens for a cemetery. 
We may surmise that they expe
rienced some problems; in 1684, 
Simon Medus, David Brown and 
associates petitioned the General 
Assembly for protection under the 
law. 

The response to their petition 
stated, " ... they may expect as good 
protection here as any stranger, 
being as they are not of our nation 
residing amongst us in this His 
Majesty's Collony [sic], ought to 

From the Archives of the Rhode Island Jewish H istorical Association 

A hit of Newport's Jewish history 
have ... " 

The following year, several 
members of the Jewish community 
were hauled into court and their 
goods attached by order of the 
Surveyor General Dyre of Boston. 
They were charged with violating 
the Navigation Act, which forbade 
aliens from engaging in trade. 
They were exonerated and their 
wares returned. Governor Cod
dington, who had presided at their 
hearing, encouraged the individu
als to remain in Newport. They 
retained the status of"strangers." 

This event must have unnerved 
the small community because soon 
afterwards they left. 

In 1693, a group of Sephardic 
Jews left Cura~ao for Venezuela 
where they established a congrega
tion and a community structure. 
At the same time, another party of 
about 90 souls came to Newport. 
They formed the second wave of 
Jewish immigrants to the colony. 
Even less is known of this second 
group, except that some of them 
may have been tailors and that 
they lived along lower Bellevue 
Avenue, which became known as 
Jew Street. 

The third wave of Sephardic 
Jews in the 1740s gave rise to the 

Golden Age of Newport and the 
Jewish com munity with which 
we are most familiar. It flourished 
until the American Revolution 
and the occupation by the British, 
when many Jews, supportive of the 
rebel cause, fled. The few Jewish 
merchants who returned after the 
war found that the Long Wharf 
was destroyed in its entirety, while 
a major portion of the merchant 
fleet was seriously damaged. Prov
idence, unscathed by the war, was 
becoming the bustling seaport. 

On Oct. 5, 1822, Stephen 
Gou ld, a prominent resident of 
Newport, made this entry into his 
diary: "Moses Lopez, the last Jew, 
left Newport for New York." 

Gould was entrusted with the 
key to the synagogue; and Congre-

THE AREA WHERE Jew Street was located is now part of Bellevue Avenue. 

gation Shearith Israel in New York 
received the title to the building 
and its religious objects. The syna
gogue was opened only fo r special 
occasions. 

Although there were Jewish 
summer visitors to Newport as 
well as some itinerancs, it was not 
until the 1870s and the arrival of 
Ashkenazi Jews when a Newport 
Jewish community again arose. 

Geraldine Foster is a past 
president of the Rhode Island Jewish 
H istorical Association. 

To comment about this or any 
Rhode Island Jewish Historical Asso
ciation article, email info@rijha.org. 

_,J~fe,v 
BLOCKISLAN 

GET THERE FAST on our HIGH-SPEED FERRY 
ONLY 30 MINUTES TO BLOCK ISLAND 

wwwjvhri.org 
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Historian discusses Moses Michael Hays' legacy 

j ewish patriot was 
an early champion 
of minority rights 

BY TORI H ITCIIINER 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

NEWPORT - The second floor 
of the Colony House revealed its 
age on the evening of Monday, 
July 11. Not in appearance, as the 
room originally reserved for court 
trials appeared to be well preserved 
during the last 270 years. Instead, 
it was the heat and humidity of 
a July day that allowed guests to 
feel the age of the Colony H ouse, 
a building with no air conditioning 
which served as the state's primary 
Statehouse during the C olonial era 
and for years afterward. Those who 
came to listen to the lecture could 
have an authentic recreation of 
Newport in July in 1776. 

"While practicing 
Judaism was not 

illegal, it was 
considered a 'civil 

disability."' 

Dr. Michael Feldberg, executive 
director of the George Washing
ton Institute for Religious Freedom 
and a former executive director of 
the American Jewish H istorical 
Society, approached the podium 
with notes in one hand and bottled 
water in the other. 

In a lecture titled "Newport: Tol
erated, not Free!" Feldberg offered 
an historical overview of Newport's 

role in building religious freedom 
in America and the struggle to 
move from mere tolerance to full 
acceptance of the nation's minor
ity religions. Although Newport is 
considered to have been at the fore
front of Jewish civil rights during 
the 18th century, this depiction 
is not entirely accurate, Feldberg 
explained. 

H e spoke at length about M oses 
Michael H ays, a lesser-known 
champion of civil rights to which 
two days worth of events have been 
dedicated. 

H ays, a Jewish Freemason mer-

·rs J Jewish Family Service 

Don't keep us a secret! 

THE COLONY HOUSE IN NEWPORT 

chant during the time of the Amer
ican war for independence, stood 
up for religious minorities at a time 
when only white, Protestant, land
owning males were considered full 
citizens. 

Jews were "tolerated, but not 
free." On July 10, 1776, days after 
the D eclaration of lndependence 
was signed, Hays, a mason and 
Yankee patriot, was accused of 
being a suspected loyalist and was 
summoned before members of the 
Rhode lsland General Assembly 
sitting at the C olony House. 

On July 11, risking imprisonment 

Jewish Family Service is proud to provide vital assistance to 
many people - in many ways - throughout our community. 
Your gift will help us provide the highest quality services to 
our community's children, families and seniors, regardless of 
their financial situation. Our mission depends on your voice 
to make a difference. When you make a donation today your 
actions will speak even louder than words. Let the secret out! 

Donate on line at nww.jfsri.org 
Send ~our check to .le\\ish Famil~ Sen ice / 959 ;\'. ;\l:1in St. I Pro,·idcncc. RI 02904 

Or call \\ith a credit card to 401-331-1244 

wwwjvhri.org 

or exile for his fam ily and himself, 
H ays refused to sign an oath pledg
ing loyalty to the patriot cause. At 
the Colony H ouse, he gave a speech 
about equal rights. 

Hays pointed out that the Jewish 
citizens of ewport could neither 
hold any public office nor vote. H e 
felt that he should not have to swear 
an oath when he did not receive the 
same civil rights as other citizens. 
Hays called for acknowledgement 
and non-discrimination, as well as 
acceptance, of the Jewish people 
into society. 

Feldberg went on to describe 
how Hays wrote to the Rhode 
lsland General Assembly, request
ing voting rights for Jews. His let
ters were ignored. 

Feldberg's lecture turned into a 
discussion of words, as he explained 
that "tolerance" for religion during 
the late 18th century did not mean 
receiving equal rights. 

The difference between "posi
tive tolerance" and "condescending 
toleration" is what allowed Jews to 
practice their religion while still not 
being fully integrated into Ameri
can public life. While practic
ing Judaism was not illegal, it was 
considered a "civil disability." Hays 
recognized that allowing individu
als to practice their religion was 
not comparable to treating them as 
equal citizens. 

After the lecture was finished, 
the audience participated in a 
lively discussion about the treat
ment of Jews in the early United 
States, as well as the treatment of 
other minori ty groups in Newport. 
There was neither argument nor 
blanket agreement, just a respectful 
exchange of acquired knowledge, 
ideas and opinions that represented 
the theme and tone of H ays' com
mitment to the young nation's 
acceptance of Jews and other reli
gious minorities. 

On Sunday, July JO, the first of 
two days celebrating Moses Michael 
Hayes, events included "When Moses 
Came To Newport, • a walking tour 
exploring Jewish history in Colonial 
Newport; "Freemasonry in Colo
nial Newport,• an historical walking 
tour; a commemorative parade, and a 
presentation, "Moses Michael Hays: 
Freemason, M erchant, Jew, Patriot." 

1he George Washington Jmtitute 
for Religious Freedom and the New
port Historical Society sponsored the 
series of events, with partners Congre
gation Jeshuat Israel and two M asonic 
Lodges. 

Tori Hitchiner is a freelance reporter 
for 1he Jewish Voice & Herald. Con
tact her at tori.hitchiner@gmail.com. 

/Tori Hitchiner 

DR. M ICHAEL FELDBERG 
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FROM THE JEWISH BOOK CORNER 

'A Timeless People' is 
a timely read 

A poet's view of Jews 

BY A,'/ 'E SHER.,1A,"/ 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

RABBI SAUL LANDA spent 
four years traveling throughout 
the United State to document the 
history and culture of 18 
Jewish communi-
ties that retained 
Orthodox roots; 
his book, "A 
Timel ess 
People" is the 
cul mination 
of that work. 
He searched 
archives and 
interviewed 
rabbis and lay 
people of these 
co mmunitie s 
about such issues as, 
"Who were the found
ers?" and "Who are the people 
who continue their legacy?" 

The result is a handsome, 
coffee-table book 
w i t h 
m o r e 
than 1,000 
photo
graphs and 

ing majority were 
pictures taken by 
Landau himself. 
They feature holiday 
observances and life 
cycle events, as well as 
synagogue life schools 
and cemeteries. 

One of the 18 sections 
of the book deals with the Rhode 
Island communities ofNewport and 
Providence. This section explains 
why the early Jewish settlers came to 
Newport and provides the history of 
Touro Synagogue. It continues with 
the story of Providence, its early 
synagogues and founding of the 
Providence Hebrew Day School, 
originally on Waterman Street, in 
1947. Leeman recounts that it was 

Rhode Island's sole Reform rabbi 
then, Rabbi William G. Braude, of 
blessed memory, who fought, along 
with the Orthodox community 
and Rabbi Eli Bohnen, of blessed 

memory, to organize the 
school. Braude preached 

from the bimah, "I 
do not wish to see 

Torah shunted 
off to an hour or 
so on a Sunday 
morning." 

Among 
the life cycle 
events Landa 
featured was 

the celebration 
of the upsherin, 
or first haircut, 

of a little boy named 
Moshe Shirnshon. 

"A Timeless People" was a 
labor of love for Rabbi Saul 

Landa, and it shows 
in this beautiful and 
accessible book, 
published by Gefen 
Publishing House 
in 2011. 

A 

m 
research 
for the 
book , 
is the 
office 

manager of 
Rhode Island Jewish 

H isturical Associatian. Contad her at 
,jhist@aol.com. 

Editors Note: Anne Sherman was 
among those Rhode Islanders inler
viewed for this book. Others were 
Dorothy Lipman, Geraldine Foster, 
the family of Moshe Shimshon, and 
Rabbis Mordechai Eskovilz, Morde
chai Weiner and Peretz Scheinerman. 
Twelve of the 16 photographs in the 
chapter on Rhode Island came from 
the photo archives of the Rhode Island 
Jewish Historical Association. 

HE RY WADSWORTH 
Longfellow, 1807-
1882, predicted that the 

Jewish people, like so many others 
who have come and gone through
out history, were near their end. In 
this poem, below, he contemplated 
Newport in 1852, with no shut, 
and only a Jewish cemetery to bear 
witness to those whose flight from 
the inquisition eventually brought 
them here. 

In 1854, two years after this 
poem was written, B'nai Israel 
opened in Providence. And 96 
years after Longfellow set pen to 
paper, the Jewish State oflsrael was 
declared. 

A dead nation, never to rise 
again? Longfellow may have been 
mistaken this once, though the rest 
of his lines here seem pretty accu-
rate. 

HENRY WADSWORTH 
LONGFELLOW 

The Jewish Cemetery 
at Newport (1852) 

How strange it seems! 1hese Hebrews 
in their graves, 

Close by the street of this fair seaport 
town, 

Silent beside the never-silent waves, 
At rest in all this moving up and 

dawn! 

1he trees are white with dust, that o'er 
their sleep 
Wave their broad curtains in the south
winds breath, 
While underneath these leafy tents they 
keep 
1he long, mysterious Exodus ofDeath. 

And these sepulchral stones, so old and 
brown, 
1hat pave with /eve/flags, their burial
place, 
Seem like the tablets of the Law, 
thrown down 
And broken by Moses at the mountains 
base. 

1he very names recorded here are 
rtrange, 
Of foreign accent, and of different 
dimes; 
Alvares and Rivera interchange 

I With Abraham and Jacob of old times. 

"Blessed be God! For he created Death!" 
1he mourners said, "and Death is rest 

I and peace;" 
1hen added, in the certainty of faith, 
"And giveth Lift that nevermore shall 
cease. 

Closed are the portals of their Syna
Yeshuat Israel , built by crypto-Jews, who were accustomed to gogue, 
hid ing t heir Jewish identity, had no Jewish symbols on the exterior. No Psalms of David now the silence 
The acute angle to the street positions the ark to face East. bnak, 

wwwjvhri.org 

THE OLD CEMETERY on Bellevue Street in Newport 

No Rabbi read, the ancient Decalogue 
In the Grand dialect the Phophets 
spake. 

Gone are the living, but the dead 
remain, 
And not negleded;for a hand unseen, 
Scattering its bounty, like a summer 
rain, 

Still keeps their graves and their 
remembrance green. 

How came they here? What burst of 
Christian hate, 
What persecution, merciless and blind, 
Drove o'er the sea - that desert deso
late -
1hese Ishmaels and Hagan of man
kind? 

1hey lived in narrow streets and lanes 
obscure, 
Ghetto and Judemtrass, in mirk and 
mire; 
Taught in the school of patience to 
endure 
1he lift of anguish and the death of.fire. 

All their lives long with the unleav
ened bread 
And bitter herbs of exile and its fears, 
1he wasting famine of the heart they 

fed, 
And slaked its thirst with marah of 
their tears. 

Anathema maranatha! was the cry 
1hat rang from town to town, from 

sire.et lo street; 
At every gate the accursed Mordecai 
Was mocked and jeered, and spurned 
by Christian feet. 

Pride and humiliation hand in hand 
Walked with them through the world 
where'er they went; 
Trampled and beaten were they as the 
sand, 
And yet unshaken as the continent. 

For in the background .figures vague 
and vast 
Of patriarchs and of prophets rose suo
lime, 
And all the great traditions of the Past 
1hey saw reflected in the coming time. 

And thus forever with reverted look 
1he mystic volume ef the world they 
read, 
Spelling it backward, like a H ebrew 
book, 
Till lift became a Legend of the D ead. 

But ah! What once has been shall be no 
more! 
1he groaning earth in travail and in 
pain 
Brings forth its races, but tkJes not 
restore, 
And the dead nations never rise again. 

1his poem and excerpts of the intro
dudory text appear in "A Timeless 
People." 

SCOOT COUPES, MOPEDS, BIKES 
401 -61 9-5778 

www. scootco upes-newport. com 
480 THAMES STREET. NEWPORT RI 
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Keeping kosher in Newport 

Bed-and-breakfast 
offers observant j ews 

many amenities 

B Y VOICE & H ERALD STAFF 

voiceherald@shalomri.org 

NEWPORT - estled into a 
quiet residential Newport neigh
borhood, the Admiral Weaver 
Inn is unique: It is Rhode Island 's 
only kosher bed-and-breakfast. 

Eugene Twersky, who has run 
the inn for the past 10 years, used 
to keep the inn open year-round. 
Now, he says, the inn is open 
from mid-May through the end 
of October. A WIDE AND WELCOMING fro nt porch ONE OF THE INN' S several bedrooms 

Located at 28 Weaver Avenue, 
the six bedroom, seven bath inn 
is within easy walking distance 
of Touro Synagogue and down-

town Newport (approx.imately a 
12-to-15-minute walk) and the 

NEWPORT'S ONLY KOSHER INN! 

28 WEAVERAVE. , NEWPORT, fU 02840 

1.888.465.0051 

SOUTH COUNTY 
TROLLEY COMPANY 

South County Trolley Company 
specializes in transportation for special 

and historic tours through Narragansett. 

2 Gardencourt Drive 
Narragansett, RI 02882 

401 -742-2189 

If you have any questions about our services please ema il 
mrnarragansett@verizon.net 

mansions, which are just a few 
minutes away on foo t. 

Although Twersky hires some
one to manage the inn and do the 
cooking, he's frequently on site to 
help. The inn, with an all-dairy 
kitchen, is under the supervision 
of Rabbi Mordechai E skovitz of 
Touro Synagogue, Congregation 
Jeshuat Israel. 

Twersky buys kosher food 

BusINF5s PROFILE 
from Divine Catering for his 
guests who are primarily, but 
not exclusively, Orthdox Jews. 
Shabbat breakfast is a cold-style 
meal, but all other breakfasts are 
cooked to order - pancakes, blin
tzes, omelets, scrambled eggs, 
toast, English muffins and more. 
With its strong Orthodox clien
tele, the inn provides guests with 
Shabbat candles and grapes and 
grape juice. If someone asks for 
challah, Twersky can order it. 

Each bedroom has its own 
mini-fridge, television with cable 
and window air-conditioner. 

Twersky is pleased that he has 
a strong repeat business - about 
75 percent of his customers have 
been to the inn before - as it sig
nifies happy customers. 

"I love this business and love 
what I do. It's the best when I see 
people happy," said Twersky. 

The house was built by Admi
ral Weaver, a general in the 
Navy, in 1867 as a summer home 
for his daughter, explained Twer
sky. It later became a bed-and
breakfast; when Twersky bought 
the building - then operating as 

a bed-and-b reakfast, he retained 
the name. 

" ewport is such an historic 
city, I wanted to keep the name," 
he said . 

Although he kept the inn's 
name, he updated the building 
with new appliances, a kosher 
kitchen, a great deal of new fur
niture and a fresh coat of paint. 

The first fl oor has one bed
room; the second and third fl oors 
each have 2-bedroom su ites and 
another bedroom. The third floor 
also has a small outdoor deck, 
with room for a table and chairs, 
that overlooks Freebody Park. 

"The inn provides 
guests with Shabbat 
candles and grapes 
and grape juice." 

Although many guests are 
couples, the suite options make 
traveling with a family a bit 
easier; children 6 and older are 
accepted at the inn . Some come 
for a weekend, while others come 
for a longer vacation. During 
summertime weekends , the inn 
has a two-night minimum. 

Of his clientele, Twersky says, 
"I'm helping them with food, a 
nice clean room and a beautiful 
location. The most important 
thing we offer is a warm atmo
sphere." 

Best wishes to all of Rhode Island 
from 

America's smallest URJ member 

The Newport Havurah 
Association of Reform Jews on Aqu idneck Island 
401 -849-9197 • newporthavu rah 1@gmail.com 

wwwjvhri.org 

EUGENE TWERSKY 

7he Admiral Weaver Inn's room 
rates (at double occupancy) vary 
from $89 - $189, plus tax, depend
ing on length of stay, choice of room 
and the time frame (peak summer 
is more expensive than mid-May 
or October). 7he inn takes cash or 
credit cards (VISA, Master Card 
and American Express). 

For more information or to make 
a reservation, visit www.kosherbe
dandbreakfast.com, call 849-0051 
or emai!administratorlO@verizon. 
net. 

Ibis is one of a series of occasional 
business profiles about advertisers 
with 7hefewish Voice & Herald. 
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Camp JORI receives $55,000 federal grant 
Money will be used 

fo r fo restry initiatives 

WAKEFIELD - Camp JORI 
received a $55,000 grant from the 
United States Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (N RCS) 
to strengthen the management 
of forests and wildlife habitat on 
the camp property on W orden's 
Pond. On Friday, July 8, Camp 
JORI announced the news of the 
grant at the JORI Museum in 
the Robert and Marcia Riesman 
Atrium. Funds will be used to 
prune and remove diseased and 
aged trees and invasive species 
and construct a new forest trail; 
other funds will help control 
access and provide for enhanced 
wildlife habitats. 

This is the second grant JO RI 
has received from NRCS. The 
first was awarded in 2010 and 
provided $2,700 for an assess
ment and forestry management 
plan at the camp. JORI retained 
the services of forestry consultant 
Bill Buffum of the University of 
Rhode Island. 

/Camp JORI 

ON FRIDAY, JULY 8, members of the Camp JORI community sign a federal grant, underneath a mural 
by Ben Weiss . From left, rear, are Camp Director Ronni Guttin, campers Katelyn Jablon, Madison 
Skraly, Stephen Zenack, Edie Waldman, Nora Stolzman and Joshua Brusilovsky; in front, from left, are 
Michael Schuster, JORl's finance committee chair. Nina 8hattacharyya, USDA-NRCS and Rob Stolzman, 
JORl's board president. 

In O ctober 2009, Camp JORI 
contacted Buffum, a forester 
based in Kingston, about prepar
ing a forest management plan for 
its 72-acre site. The plan's pri
mary objective was to enhance 
the forest 's health to improve 
the aesthetics of the property 
and increase campers' and staff 
members' safety. Buffum's forest 
inventory noted, "The property 
includes 12 species of trees and 

a wide range of important habi
tats for wildlife species, including 
wetland forests with streams and 
seasonal ponds, upland deciduous 
and conifer forests, old field habi
tat which is important for many 
songbirds and butterflies, and 
marsh areas on W orden's Pond. It 
is fortunate that so much of this 
habitat has been preserved ." 

The camp property was part of 
a 250-acre parcel of land , one of 
Rhode Island's largest pieces of 

Congrega tion Jcshuat Israe l 

Summer, Z008 

Dear Parent, 

If qou are lookiny for a trulq unique Mebrew school experience 
for qour child this fall, qou will find it at Touro Sqnayoyue. Rabbi 
fskovitz meets individuallq with each student in Touro's Mebrew 
School for a personalized proyram of studq based on the child's 
interests and skill level. 

We welcome all members of the communitq in our Mebrew 
school. Students travel to Oewport from throuyhout Rhode Island 
to take advantaye of our verq special proyram. ffiq dauyhter 
attended the Touro Mebrew School and I would be happq to tell 
qou more about it. Please call me at (~01) 619-2597, or Kathq at 
the sqnayoyue office, 8~7-~m x10. 

Sincerelq, 
fmilq fowler 

undeveloped land. JORI and the 
Nature Conservancy pa rtnered to 
purchase the land in a bankruptcy 
auction in 1999, saving it from 
intense development. 

Since purchasing the property, a 
former campground in July 1999, 
JORI has spent nearly $300,000 
in environmental remediation at 
the site, which had a three-acre 
solid waste dump, more than 30 
illegal structures, numerous ille-

wwwjvhri.org 

gal septic systems, and a previ
ously unreported chemical spill. 
Funds for much of the cleanup 
came fro m the camp's profitable 
operation of the campground 
before it closed in 2002. Led by 
JORI board members John Webb 
and Michael Schuster, JORI 
operated the transient trailer 
park using operating funds for an 
extensive cleanup of the property. 

"W e are thrilled to participate 

"The plan's 
primary objective 
is to enhance the 

forest 's health 
to improve the 

aesthetics of 
the property 
and increase 

campers' and staff 
members' safety." 

in this project," said Robert Stol
zman, board president for Camp 
JORI. "When we saved the 
[property] from development, we 
committed ourselves to steward
ship of the property and to teach
i1Jg our campers the value of the 
great site and the environment." 

Buffum worked with Camp 
JORI to develop recommenda
tions fo r the management of nine 
distinct forest stands on the prop
erty. NRCS formally approved 
the fo rest management plan in 
January 2011. This summer, 
JORI will begin addressing forest 
health and soil erosion problems. 

Camp JORI's new site opened 
in 2003 and accommodates up to 
400 children each summer. 

Camp JORI is a partner agency of 
the]ewishA/lianceofGreater R hode 
Island. 

-, 
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MURDOCH'S troubles may impact reporting on Israel 

From Page 1 

"His publications and media 
have proven to be fairer on the 
issue of Israel than the rest of 
the media," said Malcolm Hoen
lein, executive vice chairman of 
the Conference of Presidents of 
Major American Jewish Orga
nizations. "I hope that won't be 
impacted." 

Murdoch's huge stable encom
passes broadsheets such as The 
Wall Street Journal, the Times 
of London and The Australian, 
as well as tabloids, most notably 
The Sun in Britain and the New 
York Post. It also includes the 
influential Fox News Channel in 
the United States and a 39 percent 
stake in British Sky Broadcasting, 
or BSkyB, a satellite broadcaster. 
Murdoch founded the neoconser
vative flagship The Weekly Stan
dard in 1995, and sold it last year. 

Jewish leaders said that Mur-

in his honor. "When Americans 
think of anti-Semitism, we tend 
to think of the vulgar caricatures 
and attacks of the first part of the 
20th century. Now it seems that 
the most virulent strains come 
from the left. Often this new 
anti-Semitism dresses itself up 
as legitimate disagreement with 
Israel." 

Murdoch, 80, has visited Israel 
multiple times and met with 
many of its leaders. In 2009, the 
American Jewish Committee 
(AJC) honored him. 

"In the West, we are used to 
thinking that Israel cannot sur
vive without the help of Europe 
and the United States," he said at 
the AJC event. "Tonight I say to 
you, maybe we should start won
dering whether we in Europe and 
the United States can survive if 
we allow the terrorists to succeed 
in Israel." 

2004 movie "The Passion of the 
Christ." 

Murdoch's affection for Israel 
arose less out of his conservative 
sensibility than from his native 
Australian sympathy for the 
underdog fending off elites seized 
by conventional wisdom, accord
ing to Isi Liebler, a longtime Aus
tralian Jewish community leader 
who now lives in Israel. 

"From my communications 
with him, it's something that built 
up," Liebler told JTA. "H e's met 
Israelis, he's been to Israel, he's 
seen Israel as the plucky underdog 
when the rest of the world saw 
I srael as an occupier." 

PROTESTERS CALL FOR Rupert Murdoch's resignation. 

Australian Jews noted the pro
Israel cast of Murdoch's papers as 
early as the 1970s, before he had 
established ties with the Jewish 
community. The word from inside 
his company was that Israel was 
an issue that he cared about, 
which helped shape its coverage 
in his media properties. 

doch 's view of Israel's dealings 
with the Palestinians and with 
its Arab neighbors seemed both 
knowledgeable and sensitive to 
the Jewish state's self-perception 
as beleaguered and isolated. 

"My own perspective is simple: 
We live in a world where there is 
an ongoing war against the Jews," 
Murdoch said last October at an 
Anti-D efamation League dinner 
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Leaders of a number of pro
Israel groups declined to com
ment for this story because of 
Murdoch's current difficulties. 

Murdoch also has been seen as 
a friend of the Jews in the dias
pora, even though Fox has irri
tated the Jewish establishment 
for championing at times what 
many Jews perceive as the mar
gins of right-wing thinking -
for instance, when Fox host Bill 
O'Reilly defended Mel Gibson's 

Robert Fisk, a veteran Middle 
East correspondent and a fierce 
critic of Israel who worked for 
the Murdoch-owned Times of 
London from 1981 until 1988, 
eventually quit and moved to The 
Independent because of what he 

#1 Coldwell Banker 
Residential Brokerage Agent in 

RI for 2006, 2008, 2009 and 2010 

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE 

Bonnie Kaplan 
401-374-4488 

wwwjvhri.org 

said was undue editorial inter
ference in his writing. Recalling 
those days, Fisk said Murdoch's 
influence trickled down through 
editors who understood that he 
wanted his media to reflect his 
outlook. 

"I don't believe Murdoch per
sonally interfered in any of the 
above events," Fisk wrote recently 

"Murdoch also 
has been seen as a 
friend of the Jews 
in the diaspora." 

in The Independent, describing 
the decisions that drove him away 
from the Times. "He didn't need 
to. H e had turned The Times 
into a tame, pro-Tory, pro-Israeli 
paper shorn of all editorial inde
pendence." 

In recent days, Murdoch has 
appeared wan and battered by the 
crisis that already has shut down 
a flagship paper, The News of the 
World, and scuttled his takeover 
plans for BSkyB. 

The question now circulating 
in pro-Israel circles is whether 
the empire's pro-Israel stance will 
survive Murdoch. 

"Is this curtains for pro-Israel 
Murdoch?" the London Jewish 
Chronicle asked in a recent 
column. 

FORMER NEWS INTERNATIONAL chief executive 
Rebekah Brooks testifies at a hearing. 

THEATRE BY THE S1E4 
~o, 1 Children's Festh,ca1 

AND 12 NOON • $10 PER TICI{ 
ALL SHOWS AT 10 A,NI• 11' 

July 29: 
CAMP OSTC 
PRESENTS 

Twinderella 
A hilarious musical 
send-up of Cinderella 
and her twin brother, Bob, featuring OSTC camp kids. 

NEXT! August 5: COMEDY JUGGLERS 

The Airborne Comedians Back by popular demand! 
Unicycles, juggling and outrageous fun! 

BILL HANNEY FOR TICKETS CALL (401) 782-TKTS OR 

THE"'A''"y' RE v1s1T wwv,,;,theatrebythesea.com 
PRODUCED BV OCEAN STATE THEATRE COMPANY , INC . , (.1 

BY THE SEA A NOT-FOR-PROFIT 501(c)(3) ORGAN 1ZAT10N --q-
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Birthright trip for teachers 
benefits Boucher 

AFMDA sponsors free 
reception on East Side 

Director of children s 
programs has Israel 

on her mind 
VOICE & H EHALD STAFF 

voiceherald@shalomri.org 

Forum meant to 
enlighten and educate 

B Y VOICE & H ERALD STAFF 

voiceherald@shalomri.org 

PROVlDENCE - For the first 
time in many years, the American 
Friends of M agen D avid Adorn 
(AFMDA), will host a free infor
mation session in Providence, said 
Burt Klein , AFMDA's New Eng
land representative . 

M agen D avid Adorn , an 

PROVlDENCE - Participants 
in the Jewish Alliance of G reater 
Rhode Island's (the Alliance) 
upcoming after-school and 
summer camp programs might 
soon see "elements ofl srael" incor
porated into activities and events. 
That's what Shannon Boucher, the 
Alliance's director of children's 
programs, who recently returned 
from a Birthright-sponsored t rip 
(at no cost to the Alliance) to 
Israel, is eager to do. 

MORGAN BERTASH of N.Y. and SHANNON BOUCHER, center, visit 
Yad LaKashish, Lifeline for the Old, an artist retirement center. 

organization in Israel simi
lar to the American Red Cross, 
was established about 1930 because 
of riots in the pre-state nation and 
a lack of emergency medical care 
for Jewish settlers. AFMDA was 
formally established in the United 
States, formerly called ARMDI, in 
1940, said Klein . 

Next summer, she hopes to have 
an Israeli work as a J Camp coun
selor from Israel; this fall, Boucher 
plans to focus more attention on 
programs that marry knowledge 
of Israel as a country with Jewish 
values. That's a great way to involve 
children who aren't Jewish in 
Jewish programming, she said in 
a recent interview with The Jewish 
Voice & H erald. Students in the 
after-school programming may 
get homework help from an Israeli 
teacher, thanks to a Skype connec
tion. 

The trip, Shorashim/PELIE , 
Teacher Trek, was an action
packed 10-day trip through Israel. 
Boucher was not the only area 
teacher who participated - L aura 
Clayman, formerly of Providence 
and now of W orcester, M ass., and 
Josh Sherman, from M assachu
setts, also attended . 

From Monday, June 13, when 
the group of 30 young teachers 
boarded an El Al flight to Israel 
from JF K Airport, until they left 
Israel on Thu rsday, June 23, they 
stayed in kibbutz guest houses, 
climbed Har Bental in the Golan 
H eights, visited Yemin Orde, 

a youth village at Mt. Carmel, 
toured Tel Aviv and Jerusalem and 
experienced Shabbat in Israel. 

Their time in Israel was highly 
scheduled, Boucher said, with an 
allotment of only six hours' sleep 
each night! 

''We had time for discussion 
and opportunities to reflect about 
teaching and sharing lesson plans, 
teaching tips, etc. W ith an Israeli 

"They had mu1tip1e 
wives ... we a11 s1ept 

together in the 
tent, with cats and 

dogs wa11~ing in 
and out." 

in each of our discussion groups, 
we developed great ideas about 
including more Jewish program
ming into our activities," she said. 

Boucher, who never felt a strong 
connection to Israel before this 
trip, said, "It was nice to be in 
Israel as a Jew and feel welcomed. I 
wasn't just a tourist." 

providence public library 

---- e librar 
Hnd our how investing in the Library can yield a 
better rcmrn for you and allow you to help others 
ar the same rime. 

To learn more abo ut a charitable annuity, call 
us a t 401.455.8003 or visit www.provlib.org . 

SHMUEL TAITELBAUM 
CERTIFIED MOHEL 

. 
~ 

Providence-Based• Recommended by Local Physicians & Rabbis 
861-1403 

Among her trip highlights were 
staying in a kibbutz guest house 
where they could recover from jet 
lag by frolicking in the kibbutz' 
swimming pool, hiking theJilabun 
trail through a gorge in the G olan 
H eights and finishing the hike 
at the waterfall, and visiting an 
elementary school that was com
pletely democratic, with students 
voting on curriculum, teacher 
selection and more. 

Boucher would love to visit 
Jerusalem again, a city that she 
described as "awesome." Of an 
overnight visit to a Bedouin tent, 
she said, "They said the food was 
chicken or beef, but I'm not sure it 
was. They had multiple wives and 
we all slept together in the tent, 
with cats and dogs walking in and 
out . . .. " 

She also found some wonder
ful jewelry, pottery and artwork 
to bring back home, which were 
made by elderly Israelis who attend 
a program similar to our retire
ment homes. There, retired senior 
citizens came to the center for 
three hours each day where they 
were provided with free dental 
insurance, free lunches and com
missions earned on the artwork 
they make and sell. 

The event, which includes a des
sert reception, will be held at the 
home of Bernard Bell, 2 Linden 
Drive (corner of Cole Avenue), on 
Tuesday, Aug. 16 at 7:30 p.m. Kelly 
Anne Smith, the head of press and 
political affairs for the consul gen
eral ofl srael to New E ngland, will 
be the guest speaker at the event, 
which also includes a video on 
AFMD A's work. 

The program, said Klein, is 
designed to educate people locally 
about what AFMDA does in Israel 
and how it saves the lives of anyone, 
anytime, anywhere in Israel. With 
private rather than government 
fu nding, the organization is pre
dominantly volunteer-driven, said 
Klein. AFMDA accepts volunteers 
from other countries, though they 
must speak some H ebrew. 

R SVP to the event by A ug. 12, as 
seating is limited. 1here will be no 
soliciting at the event. Contact Klein 
at burtonklein@gmail.com or 617-
916-182Z 

... a Romantic & Cozy Inn on the \,Vood Rh·cr 

• Private Bath with Jacuzzi Tub • Deluxe Continental Breakfast 

• Cable with HBO, Free WiFi • Deck with River View 

On Si~: Massage Therapist, Fishing, Kayaking, Canoeing 

• Minutes to Foxwoods, Newport, Beaches and URI 

8 Golf Courses within 5 miles! 

1136 Main Street (Route 138) Wyoming (Richmond) R.I. 
Exit 3-B off 1-95 

www._stagf_i:9,1~hb9use.cQ111 1-888-814 9600 
Riverview Room only $11 9.00 with this ad • Expires 8/31 / l l 

wwwjvhri.org 

AFMDA 
by the numbers 

B Y VOICE & I-l EHALD STAFF 

voiceherald@shalomri.org 

AfCORDING TO 
urt Klein, AFMDA's 
ew England repre

sentative: 
• $23 million was the 

amount AFMDA raised in 
2010 for Israel, which included 
sending 50 ambulances to 
Israel. About 75 percent of 
the budget is used for Magen 
D avid Adorn projects or pro
grams. Th is year, Magen 
D avid Adorn is requesting 100 
ambulances for Israel. 

• Magen David Adorn has 
approximately 2,000 paid staff 
and 12,000 volunteers. 

• 800 active ambulances are 
in Magen David Adom's fleet, 
most of which were donated 
by AFMD A. Each year, the 
ambulances collectively travel 
about 10 million miles and 
care for more than 570,000 
patients. 

• 40 A FMDA chapters 
operate in the United States. 

• 19 countries have organi
zations sim ilar to A FMDA. 

JEFFREY B. PINE, PC 
Attorneys at Law 

Jeffrey B. Pine 
A1t11rm.,•Gt,.,1eml 1993-/9'}9 

• Criminal Defense 
• Personal Injury/Serious Accidents 
• Civil and Business Litigation 
• Divorce/Family Law 
• Probate/Estate Planning 
• Real Estate 

Attorneys 
)t t+RH B. PINE 

BRIAN G. GoLDSTDN 

321 South Main SI.• Suite302 
Providence, RI· 401 .351 .8200 

Summit Pla,.a • 23 I Old "fower Rd. 
\\~kefield. RI · 401.788.9100 

www.pinelaw.com 

ThfRISlll'f"M(oort licfW'•Rt.r,,1ffllrlthtqt'llffliprlCOOdllw. 
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Ihe JEWISH VOICE & llERArn 
Business and Professional Directory 

ANTIQUES 

ANTIQUE 
ACQUISITIONS 

STU ALTMAN 
401-331-SOLD (7653) 

ESTATE ANTIQUES WANTED 

BUYING: 
ADVERTISING, BOOKS, CLOCKS, 

FOUNTAIN PENS, GLASS, LAMPS, LIGHTERS, 
MILITARY, PAINTINGS, PAPER, PHOTOS, POTTERY, 
RADIOS, SILVER , SPORTS, TOYS, WATCHES, ETC. 

Burman 
Architect 

ARCHITECT 

George S. Burman, Architect 
;,: i:Ff , . :1 · 

tt I , I 1 1.1 

'I u• • If :1• 
. ·• ... 

www.burmanarchitects.com 
burmanarchitects@fullchannel.net 

AUTOMOBILE SERVICES 

R.I. Inspection Station -~-

Full Service Auto Repair ,; -- - :·"l 
a:_,,,.,. .• ~~ 

BabD'Ambra 
S..-19411 

761 Hope St. 
Providence, RI 02906 

Phone 401-621-2348 
Fax: 401-831-6652 

BARIBAR MITZVAu!WEDDINGS 

PINES 
CONFERENCE 

CENTER 
University of Rhode Island 

W. Alton Jones Campus 
West Greenwich, RI 

. 'I I I, • :I 

BARIBAR MITZVAH!PHOTOGRAPHY 

Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
Photography 

www.osmundsonphotography.com 

COINS 

WE BUY COINS & JEWELRY 

iQ Larry B. Parness 
MOA 

T hinking outside the box 

Full service accounting firm providing 
business/individual 

consulting 
Tax Preparation 

401-454-0900 • parnessl@ix.netcom.com 
l 28 Dorrance St • Suite 520 • Providence, RI 02903 

You've known me for your taxes ... 
Now see me for the rest of your financial story 

GENERAL SERVICES 
lfs a M1tzvah to 

RENT-A-MENSCH 
• GOLO COINS WE BUY & SELL RARHOINS, ,------. p ....... ~:;;.,.,,'! 

:~::;~~5 BUWON&GOLDJEWELRY NOWAVAllABU 
S~clallzlng In Sf:rvlce for Seniors 
to keep you safe and secure In your home:. 

• STAMPS Eagle Silver Dollars, 
-r,OLOJEWELRY&WATCHES Dll:M Gold(oin,&Estate 
• ANTIQU ES, STERLING SILVER ~ I Jewelry and Silver, 
• COINS& BARS PRICES ProofSets,Coin& 
• us ANO FOREIGN Stamp Albums 
• PCGS-NGC authorized 

PODE COIN IICIILll lNl Serving banks, anorneys, eslales 
and the public for over 40 years. 

769 Hope St., Providence 
SAME LOCATION SINCE 1969 • LC 804 1 401-861-7640 

COMPUTER REPAIR & SERVICE 

~~=o~~-~~t=1~i~~~~~~E 
Network Video Surveillance 

Virus/Spyware Removal · 
Macintosh Repair 

On-Site Service • Remote Support 

Call Eric Shorr 331 -0196 
Toll Free 800-782-3988 

SONICWALi' ~ 
110 Jefferson Blvd., Suite C • Warwick, RI· www.pctrouble.com 

in The Jewish Voice&Herald 

You'll be glad you did. 

Contact TRICIA STEARLY 
401-421-4111, ext. lf,O 

•Property Maintenance and f.Aanagement 
•Safety Inspections and Upgrades to; 

•m1nim1ze fa ll risks 
•rnax1m1ze convenience, efficiency 

and safety 

Wayne Rosenberg 
Tel, 401 -273-4642 • Mobile, 617-633-6062 
www.rentamensch.us 11:1. Reg. #29694 

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
The Largest Bath 

Showroom in Rhode Island 
Style at V Discounted Prices® 

Fall River, MA ~"-Z:----
1-508-675-7433 f/lt.e 

Plainville, MA bath. splash. 
1-508-843-1300 . . .. 

Hyannis, MA -'i_h o"-'-

I FREEWAY DRIVE 
CRANSTON, RI 
401-467-0200 
800-838-1 119 

1-508-775-4115 u~,s -111ucm ·•N' 

bathsplashshowroom.com ~ O/J!f:,j,.'!':f 

Have you met Tom Lopatosky? 
Find out what makes him different! 

Call for a FREE est,mate 1 

866.86.LOPCO (56726) or 40 1.270.2664 

or text LOPCO to 90210 

~ 
"Professional Personable, Particular Painters'" 

LopcoContracting.com 
RI REG #21331 • MA HIC #14 5887 

FOR ALL YOUR ADVERTISING NEEDS CONTACT: 

TRICIA STEARLY: 401-421-4111, ext. 160 - tstearly@shalomri.org 

READ US ON-LINE WWW.JVHRI.ORG - FRIEND US ON FACEBOOK 
wwwjvhri.org 
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CLASSIFIEDS 

The Guide will be mailed 
to every known Jewish 
household in Rhode 
Island and Southeastern 
Massachusetts with our 
September 30,2011 issue of 
The Jewish Voice & Herald, 
publisher of th is informative 
handbook. 

Rates: 

R~serve early for 
pre1111um ad placement! 

Price 
Back Cov~r - glo::i.sy Mock, 4-co lor ... 1.475 
ln c; idc front o r back cover, 4-colo r ............... 1.325 
Full page 4-co lor g lo~c;y .. 1 000 
Full page 4-colo r ...................... ...... . . ............ 825 
Fu ll page spot color ....................................... 670 
Full page b&,, ... . .... 780 
Half page 4-color g los~y ............................. 500 
Half page 4-color ......... 450 
1 la lf page spot co lo r .................. 4 1 O 
1-fa lfpagc b&v, vertica l o r hori ✓on ta l ...... 300 

Tricia Stearly 
401-421-4111 ext. 160 
tstearly@shalomri.org 

10,000 
MASSAGES 

Since 1993. You 're in good 
hands. "Best of Boston" 
massage therapist offering 
blend of Deep Tissue, Swedish, 
Biodynamics, Reiki to relieve 
and rehab chronic pain, new 
condit ions and just plain relax. 
For appointment, call Cathryn 
Moskow, 808-0837 at 145 
Waterman St, East Side. 

CAREGIVER 
AVAILABLE 

Personal caregiver/companion 
available. Mature, honest, 
reliable, caring. Excellent 
references, and will run errands 
also. Providing respite care 
and available overnights, days, 
evenings, weekends. 
Please call 356-1866. 

OPEN RATES: $20 per column inch• SPECIAL RATES: $ 15 per column inch for fu ll-yea r advertisers of 
The Jewish Voice & Herald newspaper (25 insertion s). 

EXPERIENCED 
BABYSITTER 

AND MOTHER'S 
HELPER 

AVAILABLE 
COLOR: 4-colo r: Add $150 • SPO RT CO LO R: Add $110 

MECHANICAL INFORMATION: 1 co lumn w idth 2.25" • 2 column w idth 4.625" Sylvia Catania, experienced 
babysitter and mother's helper, 
is 16 years old and able to drive. 
Call: 401 -598-7084. 

Ad Deadline August 22, 2011 • Publication date September 30, 2011 

1he JEWISH VOICE & llERArn 
Business and Professional Directory 

, INSURANCE 

Brier & Brier 
Personal Service ... Insurance Profes.sionals 

245 Waterman Street, #505 I Providence. RI 02906 
401 -75 1-2990 I jbrier@brier-brier.com 

www.brier-brier.com 

OPTICAL SHOP 

Spino's Eyeglass Gallery 
LUCIEN M. SPINO, Registered Optician 

145 Wayland Avenue 
Providence, RI 02906 

Phone: 831-7353 

Hours: Mon - Fri: 9 -6, Sat: 9-2 
Email. Spinos.eyeglass.gallery@gmail.com 

Prescriptions filled ... Designer eyewear ... Sunglasses 

Established in 1979 

V 

Bus. (401 ) 725-6705 
(401)475-1010 

Pawtucket, RI 02860 

MATH TUTOR 
AVAILABLE 

Math tutor, proven results 
East Side/Oakhill . 35 years 
experience, Algebra I and 
11 , S.A.T. preparation and 
remediation. Call 751 -4848. 

PRIVATE 
BUYER 

AVAILABLE FOR 
ANTIQUES AND 

CLOCKS 
WANTED: Antiques and clocks, 
private buyer. Call 245-6025. 

TO PLACE 
A CLASSIFIED AD 

Contact 

Tricia Stearly: 

tstearly@shalomri.org, 

or call 421-4111 , ext. 160 

PAVING 

Bob Knych 

Free Estimates 
Fully Insured 

Lie# 20547 

SALON SERVICES Better Than a Billboard 

First time customers 
Receive a 20% discount 

with this ad. 

Not to be combined with other promotions 

888 Smith Street, Providence • 401-331-4888 

FOR LESS THAN $26 PER ISSUE, YOUR BUSINESS CARD CAN BE HERE! 

'Ihe JEWISH Vo1CE & limArn 
Call or e-mail today! 

• Tricia St early • 401-421-411 1, ext 160-
email : tst early@shalomri.org 

wwwJvhri.org 
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D'vARToRAH 

A prayer for difficult people 
We are all difficult 

fo r someone 

Bv RABBI MARK SAM ETH 

Editor's Note: Although the rabbis 
who so graciously volunteer to write 
a d'var Torah far Ihe Jewish Voice & 
Herald are enjoying a summer respite 
- and many thanks to Rabbi Peter 
Stein, as the president of the Rhode 
Island Board of Rabbis far coordinat
ing these divrei Torah - we are pleased 
to offer this prayer instead. It was part 
of a sermon given at a bar mitzvah I 
attended in late June at a synagogue in 
Westchester, NY. I enjoyed it so much 
that I contacted the rabbi who com
posed it to ask permission to reprint it. 

0 GOD, CREATOR 
of difficult people, 
bless me with the 
strength, fortitude, 

wisdom and equanimity of spirit 
to deal with the difficult people 
You have placed in my life. 

G rant me the ability to see 
the next disaster well enough in 
advance to dodge, divert, or oth
erwise disable it before it hap-

pens, or at least to minimize its 
ill effects . May my buttons be 
hidden from view so that Your 
difficult people may not so easily 
press them next time as they have 
done so very well of late. 

May You grant sufficient insight 
to Your difficu lt people in order 
that they may come to understand 
- speedily and in our day - how 
truly difficult they are, knowing 

Psyrhiatrist i\[D 
Very Personalized Psychiatry 

Group or Individual Therapy 
.'\.Iedzcatwn IV/um ,",'ernsary 

Email Me: Kahn@Feelings.com 
Listed on http:/ / psychologytoday.com 

I 81! Butler A ,·c., Pro,· idcnce, RI 

401-455-0860 

Senior Homecare By Angels. 
Select Your Caregiver! 

We know it isn't easy to invite someone 
into your home to provide homecare for 
a loved one. At Visiting Angels,, you'll 
interview and select any caregiver we 
refer to you. 

Character Matters 
With Our Caregivers! 

Up to 24 hour care. Hygiene assistance, 
meal preparation, light housekeeping, 
rewarding companionship, fami ly 
respite care, weekends, holidays. 

(401) 210-4664 
Serving All Rhode Island Vu1hJt.i, Angels~ 

www V1s1t1ngAngels com/RI .... 7f ~ 

they would surely turn from their 
difficult ways were they possessed 
of even the slightest bit of self
awareness. 

Open the hearts of these Your 
difficult people to feel com
passion for the pain and stress 
which, sometimes by their actions 
and oftentimes by their mere 
demeanor, they have caused in my 
life, are causing in my life now, 
and without Your divine inter
vention seem inevitably ready to 
cause again. Open their eyes, 0 
God, so that they may see the 
truth of the situation as You and I, 
0 God, see it: that I am not fun-

wwwjvhri.org 

"l am considered 
a difficult person 

in the life of 
another one of Your 

creatures (maybe 
more; l didn't get 
the whole story)." 

damentally an unhappy person, 
and that my unhappiness there
fore rests with them and with 
their oh so difficult ways. 

0 God, Creator of difficult 
people, it has no doubt come 
to Your attention (through the 
prayers of others) in spite of all 
You know about my good heart, 
my good intentions, my good 
work, and my just overall basic 
goodness that I am myself at the 
moment considered a difficult 
person in the life of another one 
of Your creatures (maybe more; I 
didn't get the whole story). 

Putting aside for the moment 
the irony of that one, causing pain 
and suflering is, of course as You 
know, the last thing I would ever 
want to do. Help me therefore, 0 
God, to no longer be the difficult 
person in someone else's life. 

Whether through my need 

to express myself, or my diffi
culty expressing myself; whether 
because of my tendency to criti
cize, or my need to say that every
thing is OK when it's not; whether 
because I am perceived as expect
ing too much, or expecting too 
little; whether through my ten
dency toward compulsiveness, or 
toward inattentiveness; due to the 
way I express my anger, or to the 
way I express my love; whether 
because I never seem to be there, 
or because I always seem to be 
there; whether because of my 
need for orderliness, or my need 
for spontaneity; because I feel the 
need to be alone more these days, 
or because I feel a greater need to 
be with people; because I always 
want to talk, or because I never 
want to talk; because of the way I 
express my fear, or because of the 
way I express my desire. 0 God, 
Creator of difficult people, help 
me - knowing so very well how it 
feels - help me to not be the diffi
cult person in someone else's life . 

Rabbi Mark Sameth, a congrega
tional rabbi in Pleasantville, NY. . 
tweets on Jewish meditation from 
Fourbreaths. 

Ihe prayer first appeared in Tzeh 
u'Limad: A Blog of Continuing 
Jewish L earning, Hebrew Union 
College-Jewish Institute of Religion 
on Oct. 3, 2010. 
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SCIENCE AND SOCIETY 

Board and card games entertained 
Tips for seniors 
on staying cool 

Finding solace in 
diversions during 

the Depression 

THE ERA OF the Great 
Depression, some eight 
decades ago, was an 
interlude when many 

Americans, to their sorrow, were 
left with much free time. There was 
widespread unemployment during 
the day; and then there were eve
nings (it may be hard to believe 
today) bereft of television, e-mails, 
computer games or telephones that 

provided sports 
scores. With that 
much free time -

..,, _;;,.,a:;- after washing the 
dishes and put
ting the children 
to bed - what was 
there to do except 
worry? 

Dr. Stanley So, American 
Aronson inventiveness cre-

ated card games 
and board games to displace, if 
only temporarily, the distressing 
anxieties burdening adult Ameri
cans. American Jews accepted 
their Depression-based misfor
tunes more readily; after all, it 
gave them something substantive 
to discuss ad nauseam. 

Board games met with 
immediate spiritual opposition. 
Churches condemned the 
promotion of such amusements as 
a satanic form of mischief 

✓-
;: / )· 
""~ 
MONOPOLY .. 

other table games, growing into a 
national craze. 

Yet another diversion adopted by 
Americans during the 1930s was a 
board game called Monopoly. The 
activities centered on a board 
with multiple positions around its 
edges. Each position represented a 
form of property (real estate, utility 
or railroad) available for purchase. 
Each contestant moved along the 
sequence of stations, the degree of 
advance determined by the roll of 
the dice. The game proceeded by 
purchasing properties, demanding 
rents when one's opponent 
landed thereon; dancing past 
"Go"; in general, encountering 
unanticipated hazards while 
winning or losing immense but 
imaginary sums of money; and in 
general, contriving to act like a 
high-rolling speculator vicariously 
experiencing the passion of the 
committed gambler. 

The game of Monopoly provided 
players of the 1930s with a pale 
replica of what genuine market 

"American Jews 
accepted their 

Depression-based 
misfortunes 

more readil~." 

investment provided ·for the 
wealthy- profits for nothing. It 

•• • 
· . 

1/ 

fostered solely by avarice and a 
pathological need to gamble. It 
was an evil misuse of time, they 
asserted, that should more wisely 
be invested in prayer. The churches 
contended that "the family that 
prays together stays together." 

Cardplaying, despite its con
demnation, took many forms. 
First, there was bridge (both auc
tion and contract bridge) - but 
this required four players con
versant with the game's intricate 
rules. Bridge had many advocates, 
but not nearly as many as were 
attracted to a simpler game known 
as gin rummy. In 1939 came a 
variant of rummy from Uruguay, 
a game called canasta (Span
ish for "basket"). Its popularity 
was immense and it supplanted 

became a paradigm, a metaphor 
for the more merciless stock and 
real estate markets, lacking only 
the inevitable tears and bloodshed. · 
It was addictive for many; 
and it was played with a grim, 
unyielding intensity rivaling that 
of the gladiators of ancient Rome. 
Psychiatrists claimed, sadly, that 
more of a person's true character 
was revealed in one Monopoly 
game than in a dozen analytic 
sessions. 

There were other board games 
based upon the principle of mar
ginally civilized competition; none 
of them, though, ever equaled the 
appeal generated by M onopoly 
and other competitive games that 
ultimately failed because they sub
stituted joint cooperation for mer-

ciless competition. 
Monopoly, incidentally, is still 

sold today, decades after its inven
tion, although with some changes 
in keeping with its zeal for moder
nity. The name Illinois Avenue has 
been changed to Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Avenue, and Marvin 
Gardens is now correctly spelled 
as Marven Gardens. 

There were still older forms of 
board games such as checkers and 
chess. Each game required skill 
and undivided attention to the 
configuration of the pieces on the 
board. And in contrast to Monop
oly and other dice-based forms 
of evening entertai~ment, these 
board games allowed for no forms 
of luck. Skill and the capacity to 
visualize many spatial configura
tions, unencumbered by distrac
tions or prayers, were needed to 
win. 

Chess had been a popular 
diversion for decades but prob
ably no more so than during the 
Depression-era years. It appealed 
to a restricted group of individuals, 
whose attachment to the game was 
more an addiction than a diver
sion. 

Generations of poets have 
instructed us that life is but a 
game; but the fulfillment of that 
claim awaited the Parker Broth
ers - and their many board games 
- for us to accept this lesson. 

Stanley M . Aronson, M.D, is dean 
of medicine emeritus, Brown Uni
versity. Contact him at smamd@cox. 
net. 

Avoid these 
summer hazards 

ERY YEAR SINCE 
998, more people in the 
nited States die from 

extreme heat than from floods, 
tornadoes and hurricanes com
bined, according to a recent press 
release from Senior Helpers, an 
in-home provider for our nation's 
seniors. Yet senior citizens, one 
of the most vulnerable groups to 
the heat, may ignore heat alerts. 

The reason? A study from Kent 
State University finds 90 percent 
of those polled, older than 65, 
were aware of heat warnings but 
thought the messages were tar
geted toward "older Americans," 
a group they ironically don't 
think they belong in. 

Advice from Seniors Helpers 
includes these tips: 

• Stay hydrated 
Seniors should drink water 

throughout the course of the day, 
even if they're not particularly 
thirsty. As adults continue to 
age, the amount of water retained 
by the body decreases substan
tially. 

• Maintain a cool environ
ment 

Seniors should close blinds 
and curtains to keep the house 
cool even in triple digit tempera
tures. Battery-operated, hand
held fans may also keep seniors 
comfortable, if air conditioning 
isn't available or affordable. 

• Eat plenty, but eat light 
Seniors should avoid heavy 

foods, like meats or cheeses. As 
they are harder to digest, people 
use more water and generate 
more body heat in the digestion 
process. 

• Follow new sunscreen 
guidelines 

Seniors are more prone to sun
burn because their bodies have 
less water. New sunscreen regu
lations explain that there are no 
"sweat proof' or "water proof" 
sunscreens; they also advise 
people to re-apply sunscreen 
every two hours. 

Use sunscreen with UVA and 
UVB protection, also known as 
"broad spectrum" protection. 

• Keep health care infonna
tion available 

Seniors should keep copies of 
their prescriptions, health insur
ance card, contact names and 
phone numbers for health care 
providers and emergency family 
contacts available and readily 
accessible in the event of an emer
gency. 

Information from this press release 
came from the American Cancer 
Society, the Skin Cancer Founda
tion, the Centers far Disease Control 
and Prevention, the American jour
nal of Public Health and the Ameri
can M edical Student Association. 

For more infannation about 
Senior Helpers, visit www. 
seniorhelpers.com. 

Our Circle of Care Revolves Around You 
Summit Commons 
Skilled Nursing and Rehabilitation Center 

·nu ~·~r,-~ 
~ 

State of the art Transitional Care Unit offering Orthopedic 
and Post Surgical Rehabilitation 7 days per week 

New Pulmonary Reconditioning Program 

New Candlewood Unit, Specialized Care for 
Alzheimer's and Related Memory Impairment 

Long Term, Respite and Hospice Care 

Located on the Ea,t Sid,·. 

Call u, today for nwre inhirmation lll" a p,·r,Pnal tllllr. 

Summit Commons Skilled ~ursing and Rrhabilitation Ccntrr 
tJQ Hill,idc ,\1,·. Pnnidence RI ll2l/tl(, • -ltll -:i7-l --l StlO Fa,:-lOl -27~--ltJ_1-

nww.RadiusHealthCareCl'llters.com 
wwwjvhri.org 
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Skilled nursing care Wound care • 
Hospice care JV therap)' and hydration · 
Medical services Rehabilitative services · 

• Pam management Restorative therapy • L AKosher fewishfacility ~ 

w Bedford Jewish Convalescent Home 
0 Hawthorn Stree4 New Bedford, MA 02740 

508.997.9314 • Fax: 508-996-3664 

Laure/mead residents Joy Wolff Sheila Derman and Beverly Sugerman 
enjoy tennis at a local club with Execuhve D,rector Craig Evans 

You win when you live at Laurelmead. 
Staying active can help you live a longer, healthier life. If 
you lived at Laurelmead, you could choose from swimming, 
1nd1vidualized strength training , aerobics. tai chi and more 
for your exercise. It's like having a fitness center in your own 
home! With a variety of sizes and styles of apartment homes 
available, there has never been a better time to consider 
moving to Laurelmead. Laurelmead and you - that's a 
winning combination' 

Call us today to schedule your personal tour! 

.. :, ................ .. ' .. . 
Gl- LAURELMEAD~~~ 

I {_1mm11111i~I' /-f,r_l("firc lmll'/w11tlc11/ l.ll'ill,';!. 

Call Toll-Free: 1.866 .921 .8207 www.laurelmead.com 

Do you love 
The Voice & Herald? 

PROVIDENCE - The Jewish 
Voice & H erald wants to hear 
your opinions about the paper. If 

you share your 

thoughts about the paper with 
us, you might win two round trip 
Block Island ferry passes. 

Tell us why the paper is impor
tant to you, how it's improved or 

why you read it every two 
weeks. 

Send your comments to 
Nancy Kirsch at nkirsch@ 

jfri.org or The Jewish Voice 
& Herald, 401 Elmgrove 

Ave., Providence, RI 02906. 
Don't let the boat sail away 

without you! 

SENIORS 
A SKETCHBOOK 

I cover the waterfront 
Celebrating 

George M Cohan 

Sy DILL WORE a blazer, 
necktie, and polished shoes 
for the occasion. It took 
place at the Fabre Line 

Club, high above Conley's Wharf 
on Allens Avenue in Providence, on 
Sunday, June 12. 

Sy Dill took the microphone as 
host of the "Salute 
to George M. 
Cohan" and wel
comed Providence 
Mayor Angel 
Taveras, historian 
and developer 
Patrick Conley, 
and a gathering of 
guests. Mike 

Fink The group 
----- assembled to cel
ebrate the anniversary of the statue 
of Cohan on Wickenden Street 
as the birthplace of our local and 
national treasure, the composer 
who, in a sense, created Broadway. 

As Conley pointed out, Cohan's 
name was Keohane in Ireland. ln 
true American fashion, the spell
ing underwent a sea change at Ellis 
Island. In the fashion of both ew 
York and Rhode Island, nationali
ties blended, and George M. mixed 
his Irish spirit with a Jewish quality 
of enthusiasm for America. Thus, 
we all were adopted as "nephews of 
our Uncle Sam" - as in the famous 
phrase from a song by Cohan. 

Yvonne M onene and D onald 
Blais performed the lyrics at the 
piano. As they sang, I was steeped 
in memories galore, with a wide 
view of the waterfront. I could see 
at the end of the pier the strange 
and wondrous Noah's Ark designed 
by my former students from Rhode 
Island School of D esign, D avid 
Weindel and his sons, Eric and 
Zachary, with their pet crow as 
the mascot and symbol of their 
craft. I could make out the former 
Kaiser Shipyard, where my Uncle 
Herb had designed liberty ships 
for W orld War II. I could gaze 
out toward the Edgewood Yacht 
Club (which burned to the ground 
shortly after this memorable day), 
where my parents had toasted their 
marriage in 1926. Allens Avenue is 

infused ,vith nostalgia 
for me, as a native son. 

For others, born else
where, this aerie has var
ious meanings. For Sy 
and Judi Dill, who were 
abundantly praised for 
their efforts to empha
size the value of patriotic 
music and the contribu
tions of diverse groups 
of immigrants to our 
shoreline, Cohan links 

ew York to Providence. 
Like a revival of the 

Colonial Line Steam
ship Company, the Dills 
have carried us from one 
port to another. This 
spot, just a short distance from Fox 
Point, has a hidden allure. With 
its stone hearth, its bookcases and 
chandeliers, its ancient sepia pho-

"Sy and Judi Dill 
were abundant1y 

praised for 
their efforts to 

emphasize the va1ue 
of patriotic music." 

tographs on the wall above the bar, 
and the spacious and gracious qual
ity of the chamber, the conference 
and reception room could not have 
bener suited the splendid affair. 
Sy Dill introduced me to many 
people. Our conversations included 
topics such as the history of Irish 
vs. English politics, the victory of 
all minorities as Rhode Island grew 
and expanded, its economy, like its 
tides, rising and falling, its ideals, 
like its arts, reaching ever higher. 

"Our mills and factories have 
become artist studios!" I said to a 
small group. 

Judi Dill respcmded to my com
ment and said, "Recycling requires 
all the imaginative skills of the 
[Rhode Island] School of D esign!" 

The mayor offered some exam
ples of the encouragement he hopes 
to hold out for such positive dreams 
for a fine future, and thanked the 
Dills for their early support of his 
campaign. 

~ ." Fall River Jewish Home 
~ · Nursing & Rehabilitation Center 

15 MINUTES FROM PROVIDENCE 

KOSHER MEALS• PRIVATE ROOMS 
SHORT REHABILITATION· LONG TERM CARE 

MEDICARE, MEDICAID & OTHER INSURANCE ACCEPTED 
FacillityTours: 508-679-6172 

508 Robeson Street• Fall River, MA 02720 

Visit us on line at: www.fallr iverjewishhome.org 

wwwj_vhri.org 

SY Dill 

Judi Dill whispered to me, "Yes, 
Sy took to him immediately, but 
not for political reasons, simply for 
human, intuitive reasons - he liked 
the youthful hope he represented, 
pure and simple." 

D on Deignan of the George M. 
Cohan Comminee sat with me 
and talked of the religious diversity 
intrinsic to the Providence River 
and its banks. 

"I am a Catholic and believe that 
our lives have cosmic meaning." 

He was talking with me about 
the H asidic movement, as I (prob
ably inaccurately) described it to 
him. "Everything that happens has 
a symbolic and celestial aspect. If 
you see and hear the beauty of the 
moment - like that bird chirping 
right there above that chimney - if 
you can sing and dance, like that 
couple at the piano - if you can talk 
with a stranger as though he or she 
were an angel sent for you from 
above - then you have the Hasidic 
soul." I said something or other like 
that. 

Sy Dill put in his two-cents 
worth with a Yiddish undercutting 
of my sentimentality, and he was 
right on. N evertheless, as I pen this 
bit of praise for the Dills and their 
creative efforts, I salute not only 
George M. Cohan but also and 
especially the artist Robert Shure 
of Skylight Studios for his generos
ity of spirit in designing and craft
ing the smiling, hopeful, hats-off 
image of the composer-performer, 
the July 4 birthday boy. 

A s the summer season contin
ues with other tributes to Cohan 
and Shure, I add my applause and 
congratulations to the acclaim. 
No matter how many times you 
drive along the throughways and 
thoroughfares of our tiny domain, 
keep in mind that there are worlds 
within worlds, the yesterday that 
haunts us, the tomorrow that awaits 
us, and some very beautiful and 
astonishing views tucked away 
down trails a-winding just off the 
routes and roads. 

A noble Rhode Island, with both 
bright and dark sunbeams and 
shadows. 

Mike Fink is an English prqfessor 
at the Rhode Island School qf Design. 
Conlact him at mjinkJJ@aol.com. 
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OBITUARIES 
Leonard B. Bellin, M.D., 89 

PROVIDENCE - Dr. Leonard Bellin, 
a pediatrician for 50 years, died July 
4. He was the husband of the late 
Shirley (Borodach) Bellin. A lifelong 
resident of Providence, he was a son 
of the late Archie and Goldy (Brod
sky) Bellin. 

A graduate of Brown University 
and Tufts University School of Medi
cine, he was a Francis Wayland and 
James Manning Scholar, a member 
of Sigma Xi Scientific Honor Society 
at Brown University and a member 
of Alpha Omega Alpha Medical 
Honor Society at Tufts University. 
He was on the staff of Rhode Island 
and Women & Infants hospitals. 

A member of the Brown Univer
sity Medical School faculty since 
1973, serving as an assistant clinical 
professor, he was also a member of 
the American Medical Association , 
the Rhode Island Medical Society, 
the American Academy of Pediatrics 
and Temple Emanu-EI. 

He served in both the Philippines 
and Japan as a captain in the U.S. 
Army Medical Corps during World 
War II and the Korean War. 

He is survived by his children, 
Steven Bellin of Shorashim, Israel, 
Susan Peskoe of Glen Rock, N.J., 
and David Bellin of Maalot, Israel. 
He leaves his grandchildren, Jona
than. Nitzan, Gilad, Adi, Sarah, Ari, 
Ayelet, Yair, Noam, and Eitan; and 
five great-grandchildren. 

Donations may be made to the 
Leonard and Shirley Bellin Endow
ment Fund at Temple Emanu-EI, 
Tamarisk Assisted Living or Odyssey 
Health Care. 

Jesse Edenbaum, 87 
CRANSTON - Jesse Edenbaum 
died July 12. He was the husband of 

Lenore (Deluty) 
Edenbaum for 
65 years. Born 
in Bronx. NY, a 
son of the late 
Sol and Hannah 
(Bernste in ) 
Edenbaum, 
he had lived in 
Cranston for 50 
years. 

He was technical director and 
executive vice president for Teknor 
Apex, Pawtucket, retiring in 1987. 
A World War II Army veteran serv-

ing in Europe, he was a 
~ member of Touro Frater-
1~ nal Association and SPE. 

A 1949 graduate of 
the Rhode Island School of Design 
(RISD), he was a RISD Museum 
docent, and a true Renaissance man 
and lifelong lover of classical music, 
opera and the fine arts. 

He was the father of Saul 
Edenbaum and his wife Dana of 
Merion, Pa., Donna Ross and her 
husband Mark of Warwick and 
Joshua Edenbaum of Narragansett; 
the brother of the late Robert 
Edenbaum; the grandfather of Jared 
and his wife, Maria, Seth and Hal; 
and great-grandfather of Noah. 

Contributions may be made to 
Home and Hospice Care of RI, 
1085 North Main St., Providence, RI 
02904 or RISO, 2 College St., Provi
dence, RI 02903. 

David H. Friedman, 80 
EAST PROVIDENCE - David Fried
man, of East Providence. died June 
25. He was the husband of the late 

Patricia Remeny Friedman. Born in 
.Providence, he was the son of the 
late Joseph and Pauline (Goodman) 
Friedman. 

He is survived by his children, 
Stephen and his wife Gina of 
North Providence, Robin Schwartz 
of North Providence, and Karen 
Shagalow of California. The grandfa
ther of Erika and Matthew Schwartz 
and Justin and Alyssa Friedman, he 
was the brother of Ethel Friedman 
and the late Isadore, Max and Nora 
Friedman. 

He was a Korean War veteran and 
a member of the D.A.V. The owner 

• 
of Lynwood Pharmacy 
for 40 years, he was an 
honorary member of the 
Knights of Columbus of 

East Providence, a former coun
cilman in East Providence, and a 
member of the Looff Carousel Res
toration Commission. 

Linda Gerstenblatt, 63 
CRANSTON - Linda Gerstenblatt, 
died July 16, surrounded by her 
family. She was the wife of Stephen 
Gerstenblatt for 43 years. 

Born in Providence, a daughter 
of the late Joseph and Ruth 
(Jampolsky) Scavitti, she had lived 
in Cranston for 25 years, previously 
residing in Warwick. She was a sales 
associate at The Miriam Hospital 
Gift Shop and a vice president for 
Seaside Fish Company. A member 
of Temple Sinai, she was a former 
president of its Sisterhood, former 
youth director and former chairman 
of the Membership Committee. 

She was the mother of Brett 
Gerstenblatt and his wife Julie 
of Scarsdale, N.Y. a~d Sheri 
Gerstenblatt of Providence; the 
sister of Joan Motroni and Judy 
Tobin, both of Warwick, and 
Faith Pine of Providence; and the 
grandmother of Andrew and Zoe. 

Contributions may be made to 
Temple Sinai or Dana-Farber Cancer 
Institute. 

Philip Goldstein 
ELSEWHERE - Philip Goldstein, of 
Boynton Beach, Fla., and formerly 
of Brockton, Mass., died May 31. 
He was married to Joan (Goldman) 
Goldstein for 60 years, and was the 
father of Howard Goldstein and 
his wife Shari of Cranston, Donna 
Lebow and her husband Steven of 
Canton, Mass., and Scot t Goldstein 
and his wife Dorene of Mashpee, 
Mass. He was the grandfather of 
Arty Goldstein and his wife Melissa 
of Bristol, Robert Goldstein and 
his wife Christine of Cranston, 
Scott Lebow and his wife Karen of 
Foxboro, Mass., Layla Hosseini of 
Canton, Mass., and Allison, Abby 
and Jack Goldstein of Mashpee, 
Mass.; anct the great-grandfather of 
Joviana Goldstein, Jace Goldstein, 
Amy Lebow and Sydney Lebow. 
He was the brother of the late 
George Goldstein, Charlotte Hurst, 
Henrietta Norman and Gertrude 
Klein. 

He worked for more than 30 
years for Hendries Ice Cream Co. 

• 
before retiring. He served 
in the Navy and the Coast 
Guard. 

Donations may be made to the 
National Kidney Foundation, 30 
East 33rd St., New York, NY 10016. 
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Martin Goodman, 92 
PROVIDENCE - Martin Goodman, 
husband of the late Elaine 5. (Fell
man) Goodman, died July 1. 

Born in Portsmouth, Va ., he 
received a J.D. from the Univer
sity of Virginia School of Law, 
and remained a devoted alumnus 
throughout his lifetime. 

He served as a captain 
~ in the U.S. Army during 
I~ World War II. 

Settling in Woon-
socket, he became president of I. 
Medoff Company, a privately held 
textile firm. He traveled extensively 
with his wife. 

He is survived by his children, 
Dorothy Goodman of New York, 
Drs. Thomas and Cynthia Goodman 
of Schenectady, N.Y., Jeffrey and 
Nancy Goodman of Mobile, Ala., 
Nancy and Charles Dunn of Provi
dence, and Mark and Sharon Gold
stein of Scottsdale, Ariz. He also 
leaves his sister. Shirley Kestenman, 
and his grandchildren, Alyssa , Alex
andra and Molly Goodman. John 
and Nuria Goodman, Margaret and 
Tommy Armstrong, Anna Goodman 
and Andrew Hamblin, Laura and 
Elizabeth Dunn. and Scott and Alex 
Goldstein. 

Donations may be made to The 
Martin Goodman Scholarship Fund, 
c/ o University of Virginia School of 

Law Foundation, 588 Massie Road, 
Charlottesville, VA 22902. 

Richard M . Greifer, 72 
ELSEWHERE - Richard Greifer, 
a resident of Hollywood, Fla., and 
formerly of Providence, died July 5. 
Born in Providence, he was a son of 
the late Fred and Pauline (Brookner) 
Greifer. 

A consultant for several invest
ment banking firms, he was a former 
employee of Electric Boat and Ray
theon. He loved living in Florida and 
was an avid gardener, specializing in 
mango trees. He was also a sports 
car enthusiast. 

He leaves his brother Dr. Burton 
Greifer and his wife Carol of Bar
rington, his sister Yvette Kahn and 
her husband Morley of Greenwich, 
Conn.; and many nieces and neph
ews. He was the brother of the late 
Leah Abrams. 

Margaret "Maggie" 
Hardiman, 52 

HOPE VALLEY Margaret 
Hardiman died July 15. She was 
the longtime companion of Henry 
Oppenheimer. Born in Providence, 
a daughter of the late James and 
Margaret (Hogan) Hardiman, she 
had lived in Richmond for more than 
20 years. She was a member of 
Temple Sinai. 

She was the mother of Samuel 

David Hardiman; and the sister of 
James Hardiman of Tampa, Fla., 
John Hardiman of North Kingstown, 
Dennis Hardiman of Barrington 
and Tampa, Fla., Anne Hardiman of 
Watertown, Mass .• her twin Lucile 
O'Donnel of North Kingstown and 
the late Christine Sutton and Mary 
Rothman. 

Contributions may be made to 
Pulmonary Research at Yale-New 
Haven Medical School c/o Win
chester Chest Clinic, 789 Howard 
Ave., 2nd Floor, New Haven, CT 
06519. 

Hanna Jozefowicz, 86 
PROVIDENCE - Hanna Jozefowicz, 
of Tockwotton Home, died July 
6. She was the wife of the late 
Jack Jozefowicz. Born in Moisei, 
Maramures, Romania, a daughter of 
the late Chaim and Gietal (Genuit) 
Kind, she had lived in Cranston 
for many years before moving to 
Providence. 

She was a survivor of the Holo
caust. She was the mother of Trude 
J. Sholes and her husband Andrew 
of Warwick, and Kevin Jozefowicz 
and his wife Carol of Cranston. She 
was the sister of the late Shmuel, 
Fradel, Sima, Hershey and ltsic Kind, 
Etta Erinthal and Sura Finkelstein; 
and the grandmother of Sam, Ben, 
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Why do this? 

When you can 
do this? 

EPOCH Senior Living ... 
Serving Seniors in Your Neighborhood for Over a Decade. 

Assisted Living on the East Side 
O ne Butler Avenue • Providence, RI 

401 -28 5 -1213 www.epocheastside.com 

Senior Living on Blackstone Bo1tleva,·d 
353 Blackstone Boulevard • Providence, Rl 

401 -237 -0024 www.epochblackstone.com 

~ 
IPO<CH® 

of Provide n ce 

Assisted Li,ing • Short-Term Rehabilitation • Long-Term C.,re 
Skilled Nursing • Memory CJrc • Respite • fitness Center 

wwwjvhri.org 
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Sarah and Zarah. 
Contributions may be made to 

Holocaust Education and Resource 
Center of RI , 401 Elmgrove Ave., 
Providence, RI 02906. 

Roslyn A. (Roberts) 
Levine, 92 

SWAMPSCOTT, Mass. - Roslyn 
Levine, of Swampscott, Mass., and 
formerly of Cranston and Florida 
died June 25. She was the wife of the 
late Irving Levine and the daughter of 
the late Isador and Dora (Bernstein) 
Roberts. She was the mother of Dr. 
Alan Levine and his wife Marla, and 
Phyllis Bolotin and her husband 
Alan; grandmother of Pamela, Jared 
and Brooke Bolotin, Adam Levine 
and his wife Jessica and Matthew 
Levine and his wife Lakshmi ; great
grandmother of Caitlyn and Seth ; 
and sister of the late Joe, Harold and 
David Roberts. 

Donations may be made to the 
Patrick C. Walsh Prostate Cancer 
Research Fund, 100 North Charles 
St., Baltimore, MD 21201 or the 
Jewish Rehabilitation Center, 330 
Paradise Road, Swampscott, MA 
01907. 

Frances I. Miller, 93 
DEDHAM, Mass. - Frances Miller 
died July 13. She was the wife of the 
late David Miller. Born in Providence, 
a daughter of the late Samuel and 
Rose (Greenberg) Mistofsky, she 
had lived in Cranston for more than 
35years. 

She was the mother of Shel Miller 
and the late Rochelle Bleecker; the 
sister of Muriel Czwartacky of Pem
broke Pines, Fla. and the late Martin 
Mistofsk; grandmother of four; and 
great-grandmother of four. 

Contributions may be made to 
Hearing Loss Association of Amer
ica, 7910 Woodmont Ave., 1200, 
Bethesda, MD 20814. 

Gilbert M . Morse, 85 
WARWICK - Gilbert Morse died 
July 7. He was married to Maxine 
(Silevitch) Morse for 62 years. Born 
in Providence, a son of the late 

Benjamin and Pauline (Pepper) 
Movsovitz, he had lived in Warwick 

for nine years, 
previously living in 
Cranston. 

A World War II 
Army veteran in 

• 
the 4th 
Infantry 
Division , 

serving in Europe, 
he helped homeless veterans in 
Operation Stand Down. 

The entertainment manager for 
Tiny Tim and Robin Lynn, he was 
a member of American Legion 
and a former member of Temple 
Beth Israel. He owned and trained 
racehorses. 

The father of Donna Young, David 
Morse and his late wife Marilyn, 
Mark Morse, Esq. and his wife Mau
reen, and Lloyd Morse and his wife 
Pamela, he was the father-in-law 
of Anne Rizzini Wagner; brother 
of the late Arthur and Stanley 
"Babe" Morse; and grandfather of 
Tobi, Bethani, Brian, Gregory, Erik, 
Michael, Amanda, Courtnay and 
Noah. The great-grandfather of 
Landen, Kiara, Amado and Cam
eron, he leaves his two dogs, Shane 
and Lilly, and friends at the Dunkin' 
Donuts Coffee Club. 

Contributions may be made to 
Operation Stand Down, 1010 Hart
ford Ave., Johnston, RI 02919. 

Irwin Allen Orleck, 78 
WARWICK - Irwin Orleck died July 
4. He was the husband of Marilyn 
(Aptel) Orleck for 53 years. Born in 
Providence, a son of the late Louis 
and Frieda (Rosen) Orleck, he had 
lived in Warwick for 52 years. 

He was a manufacturers' rep
resentative in the lighting and car
peting industries for more than 30 
years, retiring 13 years ago. 

An Army veteran of the Korean 
War, serving stateside, he was a 
graduate of Bordentown Military 

Institute and attended 
~ URI. He was a member 
~ of Harmony Lodge of the 

Masons, Touro Fraternal 
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Jewish Funeral Home 

in Rhode Island 

1100 New London Avenue 
Cranston, RI 02920 

Tel.: 463-7771 
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Pre-Nud Programs Availabk 
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Association and Temple Am David, 
where he was a board member of 
the former Men's Club and a member 
of the Membership Committee. 

He was the father of Lori Stanger 
and her husband Harry of Newton, 
Mass., and Audrey Steinberg and 
her husband Barry of Bedford, N.H.; 
and the grandfather of Kayla, Jared 
and Aaron. 

Contributions may be made to 
the American Heart Association or 
Temple Am David. 

Maxine Ross, 78 
PROVIDENCE - Maxine Ross, a 
Rhode Island resident since 1998, 
died July 1. 

Born in Bronx, NY, she was the 
daughter of the late Barnett and 
Ann (Hart) Ross. She resided at 
Bethany Home in Providence, and 
was an X-ray technician for 45 years 
in White Plains, N.Y. and Nyack, N.Y. 

She leaves her children, Andrew 
Bottinick and his wife Lori of Nau
gatuck, Conn., and Susan Robbio 
and her husband Michael Gaffin of 
Providence; and her grandchildren, 
Aaron, Kathryn, Emily, Allison and 
Sadie. She was the sister of the late 
Michael Ross. 

Donations may be made to Jewish 
Elder Care of Rhode Island, 100 
Niantic Ave., Providence, RI 02907 
or the charity of your choice. 

Rachel Spitzman 
JAMESTOWN - Rachel Spitzman 
died July 3, surrounded by her chil
dren, David Spitzman and Fran
cine Fink; her grandchildren, Lisa 
Angilly, Amy Fink, Andrew Fink, 
Shana Spitzman, Meredith Lind
berg and Emily Spitzman, and her 
great-grandchildren, James Golden, 
Arianna Angilly, Samarah Lindberg, 
Meyer Fink and Ezra Spitzman 
Waugh. Family, including her late 
husband Meyer Spitzman, meant 
everything to her. 

The daughter of Fruma and 
Israel T urgel and sister of lsser and 
Herschel, she was born in Vilna, 
Lithuania on Nov. 17, 1922. The only 
person in her entire family to survive 
the Holocaust, she was an incred
ibly courageous person who had 
the perseverance to continue to live 
following the atrocities she experi
enced. 

OBITUARIES 
She came to the U.S. after meet

ing her husband at the Bergen 
Belsen Displaced Persons Camp. 
They arrived in New York City with 
their baby, Francine, and their few 
belongings; her indestructible spirit 
got her through it all. 

An inspiration to all who knew her, 
she was an example of fortitude and 
determination. She outlived those 
who took her relatives and broke so 
many families. 

Having lived through the Holo
caust and being plagued with the 
memories in the years that followed, 
she did not have an easy life. In her 
last years, she laughed and loved a 
lot, while being an inspiration to her 
family and friends. "Enjoy your life," 
she would always tell her family. Her 
stories and strength will live on. 

Donations may be made to the 
Holocaust Education and Resource 
Center of RI. 

Helen Brill Talan 
WARWICK - Helen Talan died 
July 5. She was the wife of the late 
Norman Brill for 40 years and the 
late Herbert Talan for 14 years. 

Born in Providence, a daughter of 
the late Isadore and Ida (Schleifer) 
Lazarus, she had lived in Warwick for 
six years, previously residing in Cran
ston. She was a ward secretary in the 
Eleanor Slater Hospital for 15 years, 
retiring in 1997. She was a member 
ofTemple Sinai. 

She was the mother of Mark Brill 
and his partner Thomas Gallagher 
of Sarasota, Fla., and Susan Brill 
Feldman and her husband Howard 
L. Feldman of Warwick; and the 
sister of the late Murry and William 
Lazarus. She is survived by a large 
extended family. 

Contributions may be made to 
your favorite charity. 

AUGIITON AsSOCIATES 

A long hfe may 
mean needjng care 

and assjstance 
for a long tjme. 

Someday you may need some help or assistance. 

Whether it's at home, a nursing facility, or the 

hospital, if it has to do with care for seniors, we 

do it. And we do it with a commitment to your 

independence. 

Phone: 751.9660 ◊ Web: cathleennaughtonassoc.com 

Continuing our century-old tradition 
of service to the Jewish community. 

* 

Locally operated to meet your personal needs 
with compassion and sensitivity 

SUGARMAN~ 
INAI MEMORIALE.~?] 

CHAPEL =..: 
458 Hope Street, Providence, RI 
(401) 331-8094 • 1-800-447-1267 

Fax: (401) 331 -9379 

Ira Jay Fleisher, Funeral Director 

Member of the Jewish Funeral Directors of America 
Certified by the Rhode Island Board of Rabbis 

Calf for a tree preneed planning guide. 

wwwjvhri.org 
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WEARE READ 

MORTON GOLD, KATE WILSON, ESTHER GOLD AND BEN WILSON 

Australia eSTHER and MORTON GOLD, of Springvale, Maine and formerly of Providence, vis
ited their grandchildren with a copy of The Jewish Voice & H erald in hand. The Golds 
visited them near their home in Perth, Australia. 

This photo, they wrote, was taken at the southwestern tip of Australia where the Indian 
and Antarctic oceans meet. 

JASON and JANET SCHENKER 

Budapest 
NET SCHENKER of Somerset, Mass. wrote,"] always enjoy reading about the trav
ers who bring their Jewish Voice & H erald with them. So when my son, Jason Schenker 
f Austin, Texas invited me to meet him in Vienna and Budapest, I decided to bring my 

paper with me." 
This photo depicts a visit to "the Budapest Great Synagogue, the second largest synagogue in 

the world. I'm sure some ... other readers have visited this synagogue." 

wwwjvhri.org 
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HOME & HOSPICE CARE 

OF RHODE ISLAND 
- ., 

IN~ ITES YOU TO THE 

IN MEMORY OF 

MARTIN TEMKIN 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 8 1 2011 

7:45 A.M. TO 9 A.M. 

PROVIDENCE MARRIOTT 

ORMS STREET, PROVIDENCE . .. 
FEATURING A PANEL DISCUSSION 

ON THE TOPIC OF 

HOSPICE AND KAVOD HABRIYOT 

DR. STANLEY .ARONSON 

ARTHUR ROBBINS 

DR. FRED SCHIFFMAN 

RABBI JOEL SELTZER 

PLEASE REPLY BY AUGUST 31 TO 

JACKIE SALETT ORENT, 

HOME & HOSPICE CARE OF RHODE ISLAND, 

('6011 ,US-4309, JORENT@HHCRI.ORG 
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Graduates of Maimonides School 

RABBI STEVEN LEWIS 

Rabbinic ordination 
ABBI STEVEN LEWIS, son of David and Eleanor Lewis of 
Providence, was ordained by the Hebrew College Rabbinical 
School on Sunday, June 5. He has been called to the pulpit of 

BATYA FRANKLIN is in the front row, fourth from right; JACOB STARK is in the second row, 

Temple at Achim in Gloucester, Mass. 

HERB and IRMA BLOOM 

first on the right; and ARIEL NOORPARVAR is in the front row, fourth from left. 

tya Franklin and Jacob Stark of Providence, and Ariel Noorparvar of Pawtucket were among the 2011 gradu
tes of Maimonides School, a Jewish day school in Brookline, Mass. Commencement for the 45 seniors was 

held on Sunday,June 19 on the school's campus. 

Summa cum aude graduation 
60th We ding 
Anni ·e sa ' 

✓ 

RB and J RMA Bloom, 
of East Greenwich, eel-

'-./ ebrated their 60th anniver-
sary aboard Glory, a Carnival Cruise 
ship, in June. A total of 13 family 
members joined the Blooms for their 
special anniversary. Rick Bloom, of 
East Greenwich; Karen Delury, of 
Cranston; and Laurie Golden, of 
Narragansett were among the family 
members who participated in the 
anniversary festivities with them. 

OOMINGSOON 
THIE MUPPIETS TAKE MANHATTAN 

For more information contact Stephanie 
at 401 .421.4111 ext 108 
or scohen@shalomri.org 

Jewish Alliance 
OF GREATER RHODE ISLAND 

Together. we a.re stronger. 

401 Elmgrove Avenue I Providence, RI 02906 \ 401.421.4111 I www.shalomri.org 

wwwjvhri.org 

JE SSI KLEIN 

SSI KLEIN, the daughter of Farrel and Barbara Klein, of Provi
ence, was graduated summa cum laude from Binghamton Univer
ty May 22. She was also inducted into the Binghamton University 

chapter of Phi Beta Kappa. 
She attended the Alperin Schechter Day School through fourth grade, 

the Providence Hebrew D ay School through eighth grade, and Maimonides 
School for high school. Klein spent a year in Israel in a combination of study 
and volunteer activities. 

As a student at Binghamton University, she was a member of the equestrian 
team for two years and participated in a wide variety of Chabad and Hillel 
activities including restoring damaged housing in New Orleans. Klein earned 
her EMT certification and was a volunteer EMT for the Binghamton Uni
versity emergency services. 

Pell Award 
for Excellence 

in the Arts 
EVEN W EINBERG, 

n acclaimed glass artist, 
eceived the 2011 Rhode 

Island Pell Award for Excellence in 
the Arts on Saturday, June 11 at the 
2011 Pell Awards Gala. Weinberg, 
who resides in Barrington, was one 
of several honorees at the gala, which 
was held this year at Rhodes-on-the
Pawtuxet in Cranston. STEVEN WEINBERG 


